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I N T R O D U C T I O N .

A m  O N G  the boafted and valuable privileges o f  a 
L n t .f l i  fu b je ft ,  one o f  the moft important, and m olt 
efiential to real liberty, 1S the Freedom  o f  the Prefs B e ­
fore the invention o f  the A r t  o f  P rin tin g , liberty m ay 
have been em oyed at certain times, and at certain places; 
but it could not have been either permanent, or fecure,

w a m o f \ a n  eafy circulation o f  fentiment, and a free 
com m unication of idea. T h is  a free prefs fecures to the

i f  j  ltJ lm Pofesp a c h eck upon the c o n d u d  o f  the moft 
exalted and pow erfu l,  and prcteóts the order o f  fociety, 
iro m  the danger o f  any violent in fraftion . It is pro- 
d u ç tiv e  o f  another and more pofitive advantage, though 
perhaps ° f  lefs im m ediate and univerfal value to fociety ■ ' 
it  f u r n i f e s  the eafieft vehicle, and the fuFeit criterion o f
he rea! fent ts ° f  a people . it fupplieS) f r o m a n ) u l .

titude o f  counlellors, opinions upon public matters, w hich  
ave no other means o f  com m unication ; it provides the 

ftatefm an w ith affittance to effe<2 his defigns, or to cor­
rect his errors, from  talents that w ould otherw ife  lie b u ­
ried in obfeurtty, and th at w ould  flirink from  a diredl 
application, or from  a more confpicuous exertion.

• k p eVfir fmCe Freedom has been regularly eftabliihed 
in the b rit iih  em pire, the P refs, upon everv  important 
point in agitation, has teemed with declarations, o f  the 
opinions, or o f  the fancies o f  m en, on each fide o f  every 
great queition. T h e  prefent fubjedt o f  public debate, a 
L egiila tive  U n io n  between G re a t  Britain and Ireland, has 
roufed the attention o f  all ranks o f  m en, from the capital 
to the remoteft extremities o f  the aland : and as it is the 
mod; m om entous topic, that has ever yet come under the 
difcuflion o f  the Iriih Parliam ent, it has produced a 
greater num ber o f  publications, than, probably, any other 
m atter o f  ftate policy has ever given rife to.

tf“ Sj a,s on. a11 fim ilaroccafions, feme o f  the pam-

n t0 P > 3re the children o f  paffion, and 
devoid o f  all argum ent : fpme are mere declamation ; and

a m o n g
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am ong thofe that are argum entative, different authors 
have  v iew ed  the fu b je ft  under different lights ; and in 
fupport o f  the fam e opinion, argum ents are fom etim es 
u rged , diflim ilar to each other, and even c o n tra d i& o ry . 
It is o f  m o m e n t to  the w elfare  o f  the people, that the 
P u b lic ,  as w e ll  as thofe w h ofe  province it is to decide, 
ftiould entertain ju.fl conceptions o f  fo im portant an ob- 
je£ t ; but there are fe w ,  w h ofe  leifure, or w h ofe  incli­
nation w il l  perm it them , to take the trouble o f  w ad in g  
th rou gh  the prodigious num ber o f  pages, that have been 
w ritten  on this fu b je f t ;  and fe w e r  (till, w h o  are capable, 
in  the rapid v ie w  that a pam phlet ufually  obtains, o f  
reaping m uch inform ation, from  a loofe and defultory 
co llection  o f  argum ents, fcattered w id e , w ith o u t order, 
or connexion.

It occurred therefore that fome fervice m igh t be ren ­
dered to the P u b lic ,  by  c o l le û in g  into one point o f  v ie w , 
all that has been urged in print ; and by  oppofing to each 
other, the argum ents on either fide, fo as that the folidity 
o f  each m ight becom e apparent at a glance, and that a 
fe w  moments m igh t fuffice to g o  through the condenfed 
fubftance o f  w h at, in a more dilated fo rm , w o u ld  require 
w eeks, or months to perufe.

H a v in g  read all the principal pam phlets and fpeeches, 
that have been publifhed on the fu b je ft ,  w h eth er  in fup­
port o f  the expediency o f  an U n io n ,  or in oppofition to  
that meafure, the com piler has e x tr a d e d  every argum ent, 
that offered itfe lf  to h isobfervation , and, in m ethod izing  
th em  here, has endeavoured to preferve to each, the full 
force  w h ich  its re fp eftive  authors feemed to attribute to 
it. Im partiality and perfpicuity  have been his c h ie f  aim ; 
and, as he has fought w ith  equal afllduity to procure for 
h im fe lf  fatisfa& ory inform ation, as to contribute to pub­
lic convenience, he is not confcious o f  having, in any 
cafe, either over-rated, or under-valued any argum en t, 
w h ich  has prefented itfelf in the w rit in gs ,  either o f  the 
advocates, or the opponents o f  an U n io n .

For the fake o f  clear arrangem ent, the various argu­
ments are difpofed under three diftin6t heads, v iz .

I ft. P olitica l, as r e fp e & in g  the external relations o f  
Ireland in connexion and intercourfe with  G re a t Britain.

2dly. Political, as re fp eftin g  the internal peace and  
profperity o f  Ireland. A n d ,

3dly. Commercial.

In
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In  the m argin, oppofite to each argum ent, ftand the 
names o f  the principal authors, b y  w h o m  it has been 
urged : w h en  any argum ent, or any part o f  an argum ent, 
has been repeated by m ore than one w riter, the names 
annexed are connected by the co n ju n ftion , and  • w hen a 
nam e ftands w ith o u t that c o n ju n d io n ,  it defienates the 
foie author, o f  the argum ent, to w h ich  it is affixed.

In like m anner, the nam e and num ber printed at the 
bottom  o f  the page, prefent a reference to the author 
by w h o m , on the other fide o f  the q u e ilio n jre fp e a iv e lv *  
the adjoining argum ent has been oppofed, and to the pare  
m  w h ich  his anfw er m ay be found. b

It feems to be the natural order, that thofe arguments 
ihould be placed firft, w h ich  have been urged in fupport 
o f  a propofed m eafure ; and that, thofe, by w h ich  its 
opponents have com bated, ihould follow . F or the fake 
o f  a m ore eafy com parifon, each head contains immedi- 
ately contrafted the argum ents on each fide.

P R O
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IN FA V O U R  O F  A  L E G I S L A T I V E  U N I O N  B E T W E E N  

G R E A T  B R I T A I N  A N D  I R E L A N D ;

a r g u m e n t s  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  e x t e r n a l

RELA T IO N S  OF IR E L A N D ,  I N  C O N N E X I O N  A N D  

I N T E R C O U R S E  W I T H  G R E A T  B R I T A I N .

A p e r p  e t u a l  and intimate connexion between Great Bri* malm fi ofprt~ 
tain and Ireland, is elTential to the interefts o f  both :* the geo /«* connexion. 
graphica, , nation of the two iflands render any medium im pitt> 
ponible, between the mod intimate connexion, and rivalihip & Lord Mint0- 
or enmity : the connexion between them is regarded, by the Lord M into. 
enemies o f  the empire, as its moil vulnerable point ; and, as 
the disjunction of the two great limbs would annihilate the 
power o f the empire, their chief objetf, and almoft only re­
maining hope, is to efTeft a feparation ; this connexion h a s , in Pitt, 
coniequer.ce, been expofed to the repeated attacks both o f  fo- &  Addington, 
leign enemies and domeftic traitors ; it ought, therefore to ^  Douglas, 

be fufficienily ftrengthened, to be capable of withftandin. &  Lord Mint0* 
thele efforts of the enemy. 6

T h e  feulement o f  ,78 2 , which Is called fin a l, confided Settlement of 
m eie;y in the démolition of the injurious fyftem, by which the 1781 inadequate. 
two countries were before held together, 5 without fubftitutino pitt’ 
any other in its place : and, though fuch a ftate o f  things a“  f  Addington, 
was then eftabliihed, might have fubfifted for a while dur- 
ing a period o f tranquillity, it was ill fuited to bear the agi- , 
ta non of the tempeft that has fince convulfed the greater part s '  
oi turope, and lias imparted its malignant principles to Ire­
land buc hwa s  the opinion, with regard to that feulement, Pitt, 
of the Brmili Parliament at the time, o f  the miniftiy by whom 
it was propoled and conduced, and o f  thofe very perfons 
who now call it a final adjuftment ; it was the declared opi­
nion of the gentleman who now takes the lead in its fupport, 
hat it could not laft : the Irifli Parliament, in their anfwer to 

the menage from the throne recommending the adoption of

® „ fo m e
> *7* i  Ibid. *5.
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Tome plan o f final adjujlment between the two countries, arc 
totally filent with regard to that part o f  it contained in the 
word final. So far was that feulement from being then 
looked on as final and complete, that the then minifter thought 
it neceflary to move, that a further feulement was neceffary for 
themnintenance o f  connexion ; and an add refs was voted to the 
K ing,*  praying him to take luch further meafures as he fhould 
think fit to ftrengthen the connexion: his Majefty’s anfwer 
ftated his compliance with the requeft o f  the Houfe, and was 
delivered by Mr. Fox. In objection to this ftatement, it is 
urged, that the addrefs contains not the word further, and 
that it, therefore, alluded only to the meafures then about 
to be embraced : but Mr. F ox, in his fpeech on the occafion, 
faid exprefsly, that fomething more than what he had fa te d  to 
he his intention, was f t  and pŸoper to l>4 done, & c . hut it was 
not to be propofed by him, it was the duty o f the Crown to look 
to that. In 1785, the fame gentleman declared, that no idea 
o f  commercial regulation had been entertained by the ad- 
miniftration of 1782, in the refolution propofed*

But, however interefting to afcertain, the opinions o f 
men at that time cannot be-binding on them now, nor upon 
the parliament o f  either country ; nor even, if by either 
parliament a formal and exprefs declaration had been made 
againft any further adj'uftment, or againft a legiflative union, 
would it by any means prevent that fubjeót from being now 
entertained.

But it is a mere difpute about words to dwell upon the 
term fin a l adjuftment, as applied to that o f  17 8 2 ; for, ad­
mitting that adjuftment to be finals as it undoubtedly was, 
fo far as the limits o f  thofe doubts and controverses, to 
which it was the obje& of that arrangement to put an end, 
ftill it was not preclufi<ve ; it did not deprive the King of 
the right to recommend, nor the parliament of the power 
to receive any propofal for deliberation. T h e  object o f  that 
i'ettlement was to remove thofe grievances of which Ireland 
then complained ; viz. the claim o f  Great Britain to bind Ire­
land by her laws ; the appellant jurifdiótion o f the Britiih Houfe 
o f  Lords ; Poynings’ law ; and the franïè and perpetuity of 
the mutiny-bill. T h efe , it did finally remove, by a compact 
which cannot be violated without a grofs breach o f faith ; 
and no more than this was meant in the expreiîîon, fin a l; 
together with a hope that no conjlitutional queftion would exift 
afterwards* to difturb the harmony o f  the two kingdoms—  
that is, no caufe o f  difpute or contention; it could not 
have been intended to exclude all amicable prcpofals from 
one to the other, or from the Sovereign to both : and, being 
only an abolition o f  abufe, and a reftitution o f the original

principles
*  Foftçr, 26»

% IN FAVOUR OF AN  UNION, &c.
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principles o f  the conftitution, it left Ireland as free to receive 
any propofal o f  treaty or compact as before fuch abufe took 
place ; therefore this propofal is no violation ot the compact

It appears, then, from the expreifions ufed by minifters,* Put. 
as above, that the fyftem of connexion was at that time 
deemed imperfeft ; it ftill remains the fam e: and, while it 
declares the moft ftrift and intimate connexion to be effential 
to the individual inttrefts, and general welfare o f  both coun­
tries, it leaves them connected by no other tie, than the com­
munity o f  the executive government, with the privilege of 
aflenting to Iiiih atfs o f  parliament under the great leal of 
Great Britain, and direaing Iiiih affairs by the advice of Bri- „
tifh minifters >^-a bond o f  connexion which is infufficient to 
confolidate the ilrength of the two countries in time o f  war ; 
to unite them in time o f peace ; to guard againft local jealou- 
fies and doubts, which muft exift between countries fo con- 
ne&ed ; to give to Ireland all the commercial and political 
advantages, which ilie might derive from a cloler connexion 
with Great Britain ; or to improve both nations to that de­
gree o f  ftrength and profperity of which they are capable.—
A  connexion of ojfcÓiÍQti is mere fentiment and nonfenfej it Lord M i it to» 
cannot exift between nations, for they can be guided by intereft 
alone, and are incapable o f  affe&ion ; and reafon is required 
in fober argument, not fentiment.

T h e  prefent imperfect fyftem of connexion has this fun- Ditto* 
damental vice, that by the very law o f  its conftitution and 
nature, it muft: tend gradually, though not always with rapi­
dity, yet certainly and inevitably to diffolution. Such a con­
nexion, between two unequal countries, is the means o f  afcen- 
dancy in one, and the caufe o f fubordination in the other.—
But the natural love o f  independency will let a fpirit o f  jea- 
loufy at work in the weaker, which will continually ftrive  ̂ to 
improve and enlarge that independency, by the only poflible 
means ; that is by ftriking off link after link o f  the connexion, 
which impofes fome reftraint, till the laft thread ftiall be 
broken: this ftatement is fupported by the uniform teftimony 
o f  all hiftory. %

T h e re  are but two poftible methods, by which the im- pit*, 
perfe&ion of this fyftein can be remedied ;— by a compact be­
tween the two kingdoms, or by the blending and id en tifi­
cation of their legiflatures. T h e  former has been already 
tried, and found to be impracticable (commercial propofitions

ot
*  Fofter, 2,7, aiid Taafe, & c.

X In Lord Miftto’ s fpecch the reader will find an analyfis o f the variou* 
poffible modes o f connexion between two countries, ftated in order to prov« 
that no other can be fecure or permanent but entire confolidatioa.
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o f  1 ,8 5 )  : the alternative, therefore, is to remain in the pre­
sent fituation, fubjeft to endlefsjealoufies and diffenfions ex­
po fed to the malignity of the enemy in a point of the higheft

í  J t í T ' i í í  S T -  “ r i * ™  »r iy« « m ,
for the ill effcdts of jarring -iegidatures have been felt, in the 
only mlance which has yet occurred, where they could have 
been felt, in the affair o| the a g e n c y  :* there the two legifla- 
tures ailed upon d i f f e r !  principles; and though they hap­
pened to coincide in the c hoice o f  the perfon, yet the rege- 
would have held his authority upon different tenures in ti 
two countries. It is poffible for many other oreillons to
anfe, which may occafion diffenfion s as, for inflance, that of

. Pea,cf  or war. Supplies might be granted by the one and
1 £°n. withheld by the other. And this danger of diffenfion'mu t

very greatly tncreafe if the Roman Catholics fl,ould obtain 
admmion into the legifliiture, and influence its deciiions ■ for 
many caufes o f  difference might arife between them -nd the

Vnitn «su ,  f! a,llam^nt- °rn P°ints lefs capable o f  reconcile an
.;* ,s.the °P ,n7  o f  every ftatefman o f  abilit.es, acquainted 

.w *th t!le mterefts o f  the Bmifh empire,§ and o f  every well- 
Pitt, informed writer who may have touched upon the fubjetf that
&Ld. Minto.'he general power o f  the empire would be very greatly ex­

tended by fuch a confolidation o f  the firength of the two 
Ditto. k 'ngd°nis, in a far greater proportion than the fimple addition 

o f  their refpe&ive amounts.
ltt• T h e  commercial refources o f  the empire, in which its ftrength

confifls, would evidently be much increafed by any meafure 
that ihould communicate to Ireland the commercial advantage* 
o f England, open the market o f  one country to the other 
and give them the common ufe of Britiili capital. And fince* 
in cafe o f  attack, Ireland now depends for protection upon the’ 
power, naval and military, o f  Great Britain, the bed method 
of guarding her againft danger is to enable Ireland to defend 
herfelf, and to ftrengthen her by a participation o f the wealth 

£ . and power o f  Britain.
&  Anon. T h e  iîrength O: any people is beft increafed and iecured 

by an identity o f  government, and identity o f  intereft. One 
general fuperintending legiilature is beft fitted for the fteady 

A o confident government o f  all the parts o f  which it is compofed.
ron' France well knows the principle and the force o f  incorpora­

tions, and has pra&ifed it with fuccefs in her own cafe, while 
on the contrary, Hie maintains; Av:|hjegard to the politics o f  
the Bi itfili empire the principle o f  leparation, as eiTential to

freedom,

*  Fofter, Bousficld, 30, $ Foftcr, 3 ! .



freedom, and, with as found policy, aims at forming into in­
dependent republics its two members, Scotland and Ireland 

n whatever part o f  an united people wealth may be accumu­
lated, its benefits will pervade and fruftify the whole Lon-

B r i f t n J n r  1°  ‘ °  ' tS Ínterefts in th e  P l e n t y  o f
eiflahir'* h VerP ’  one counir>, under a common le- 
g'flature, has a common intereft. In the prefent precarious

a n Cr0PneX:-M’ ear°f  JiJiinâlnef s o f b e r e ft, which
l  ^  ° r fcp»raiion, is ever piefcnî ; and,

« Î  Z  aRd weahh 0 f  the coun-
r / w J j  P0JJ’c U! Ure feParatl0n becomes more p r a t i ­
cable, and more formidable. W hile there is a p-.JJMhy o f
fuch an event, ,t ,s the intereft o f  the wealthier country to 
reftratn to a certain degree, this rifing profpeiity ; and before

Í  uW Promot£i the 'nterefts o f  Iieland to the extent o f  
which they are capable, fhe mud be well affured that they 
are identified with her cwn. y

T h e  meafure propofed is not, in the leaft, deroeaiorv to r 
the honor and dignity o f  Ireland, nor does it imp'y anv rnie Û

r Paf f  ,T h ls j ealo^ y  ;or 'he independence o f  Ire. p« ,  ”  ’ 
land is a natural feeling or paillon, but it is ill direfted • for &  Dun<K
rue P«nptifm is guided by utility, and embraces thole m e a - &Lord Mint°>
ures which contnbute to the welfare and ctofperitv o f  the

« t o n » »n ,S Un'0n’ by “ eaty’ ° f  tWO «"dependent na­tions, upon equa terms, by which no part o f  ihe united
country ,s mare fubjugated or dependent than th- reft • it is a «

Sc\  ofT;,h t i n V" y F  recogniles 'the nidcp,,! & ̂ W
■ ence ot I v h  ; and, without this acknowledged indeoen 

dence. a treaty c! union could not take place f!ec a ï  C h  
parties cou.u not treat fairly ànd equally. It w i/ n e v - r  ob' n  t 

‘C’ " ?  CT ' ° , US opponent o f  the Scotch union '
bv t'i " ence of U e Scotich parliament was attacked

y ne piopofal, and yet its independence v-as to the fu'l <• 
complete as that of the Irifli parliament i „  ,1 _ r 

it is manifeftly for the advantage o f a country incapable o f  de*' P '‘f’

Í t t h  thaT rPr0V St!Gr hen elí’ ,ü Unite’ ^ on ‘ «nis o f  e q u a lS '  with that country whence ilie has derived every thins? vali.ahi,.’

forun^PHrtanI  m, her P° ffe,ri0n‘ Difti»a..efs is not fo be con! 
founded with independence, nor union with fubordination

uch a propofal coming from England ; but, as before ftated

ARGUMENTS POLITICAL, EXTERNAL. 5



* IN FAVOUR OF AN UNION, Sec.

but thé adoption o f  an union would not encroach on the indê* 
pendenc;* o f  England ; neither can it on that o f  Iieland,

* which is not greater.
T h e  number of Iriili reprefentatives may be diminiflied, 

•b u t  a reprefentation proportioned to the temtory, population, 
resources, and contribution oT Ireland, in an union identifying 
the interqiis ol the two countries, is fufficient to fecure to her 
an independence equal to that enjoyed by any part or diftridt
o- Great Britain ; which may yet bear but a imall proportion 
in the fum ot Britiili reprefentation. It is therefore an idle 
objection to fay, that the Irifli members m ay be outvoted by 

Anoa. {j e fUperior number oi the Britifh members. A n  union would 
neither annihilate the Irifh legiilature, nor transfer its autho­
rity into other hands ; but would combine ir, upon equal 
terms, with another independent legiflature, where having its 
due proportion of weight and influence, it might much better 
fupport the independence and dignity o f  the country, than in 
its preler.t iuuation : for never, but at a moment o f  general 
terror and alarm, has it been known to have a will of its own, 
except on the,one queftion of the regency : and there it feived 
only to ftiew, how loofe the connexion is, and how near folly 
or wickecnefs might go to diflulve the only bond.

Douglas. Ireland, by an union, no more becomes a province in any 
offenfive fenfe o f  the word, than Great Britain : they both 
become provinces, or component parts, of one w hole; one 
integral empire.

Profperity of Neither is it to the tranfaftion o f 1782 that the progief- 
jreland not to five improvement in the trade, manufa&u.es, and profperity of 
le attributed to Jre]anc  ̂ js to be attiibuted* Its profperity* is not fecured by 
thefttlementof ^ t  feulement, but is in a great degree dependent on the
1 Douglas. Policy and wifdom o f  Great Britain ; and the only fafeguard

o f its permanence is that very meafure which it is pretended 
would pioduce a contrary effeét.

T h e  great points gained by Ireland in the way o f commerce, 
were the fruits o f  feyeral Britifh a£ts of parliament f  of 1779 
and 1780, which fir ft opened her trade with America and the 
W e il  India colonics, as well as with the reft of the world.—  
And it was not till 1 793§ that permiffion was granted her to 
trade to the colonies on the fame footing with Great Britain.
This  aft will hardly be faid to be an effect of the arrangement
o f  1782, and the others were antecedent to it .  But' Ireland
was growing fall in induftry, enterpriie, maiiuia&uies, trade,

and
*  Fofter, 27. 

f  19 George III. c. 35. 20 George III. c. 6.
-  - - -  - c. 37. - - -  - -  c. 10.
- . - .....................................c. 13.

§ 33 George III. c. 6j .
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and agriculture, before either the acknowledgment o r her in­
dependence, or the grant o f  her free trade; and all the three 
kingdoms have floutiihed with an accelerated rapidity for about 
fifty years, fince the general pacification o f Europe by the 
treaty o f  A ’ix-la-Chapelle. In 1776 it was the opinion o f  
Lord Chief Baron Fofter, (a man o f  great acutenefs and ac­
curate enquiry) as recorded by Mr. Arthur Y o u n g,*  that 
“  Ireland had 111.proved more within the la ft twenty years than 
in a century before; that the great fpirij of improvement had 
begun in 1749 and 1 7 50;  and that, in the {pace o f  about 
thirty years, the exportation of linen and yarn had arifen from 
500,000/. to between 1,200,000/.and 1,500,000/ ;” nearly tre­
ble.— And yet, fince that time, notwithftanding the tranfa&ion 
o f  17S2, improvement has not continued to advance in the 
fame ratio; iç that it feems much more reai'onable to afcribe 
the growing improvement of Ireland to the fpirit which began 
about 1 7 f a

T h a t  thtë feulement of 1782 is no, fecurity for the perma­
nence of the advantages enjoyed by Ireland, is plain. For, 
however Great Britain may have renounced the power of 
binding Ireland by Britiih laws, fhe cannot have retrained 
herfelf from repealing her own a&s ; and the encouragements 
which have promoted the profperity o f  the linen manufacture 
o f  Ireland, as well as her trade with the colonies, are derived 
merely from Britifh laws, which are o f  courfe liable to be re­
pealed by the Britifh legiilature.

It is fome times admitted that thefe advantages are derived 
from Britifh laws, and are therefore dependent on Great Bri­
tain ; but, in anfwer it is urged, that, though by a war o f  
duties and prohibitions Britain might injure Ireland, fhe herfelf 
muft alfo inevitably fuffer in theconteft, and therefore wifdoin 
and policy, as well as liberality, muft ever prevent her from 
engaging in fuch hoftilities. T h is  is certainly true, but wif- 
dom is not a poileilion in perpetuity ; the principles now held 
with regard to commerce, it is poffible, may change here­
after ; fucceeding adminiftiatrons" may entertain different opi­
nions from thofe o f the prefent day, with regard to policy and 
expediency ; difputes and aninfiofities may arife, and, in fuch 
a cafe, there is no treaty, no fecurity that Ireland can have 
lecourfe to.

T h e  conduft of England towards Scotland,f before the union, 
is a cafe exa6t!y in point : and yet it feems to have-been as 
much the intereft ot England to promote the welfare o f that 
country, as to further the pro/peiity of Ireland.

In

*  It is from the fame period nearly that Dr. Adim  Smith dates the rap.d Donolas. 
bank? improTemcm ln Scotlai>J» and the eftabiilhment o f country U0U»la6,

t  Fofter, Spencer, Rudd, Goold, Eous6eId, 33.
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In 1 785 it was thought that the commercial connexion 
was not fufficiently fecure under fuch protection, and thofe 
w ho were belt acquainted with the interefts o f  Ireland wilhed 
tor the “  lecunty o f  a legiflalive com pafl y e t  the wanneft 
advocates ot that imperfed meafure aie now the foremoft to 
rejetl a leg.flative fecunty o f  a more binding nature, which 
cannot be dijlolved.

T h e  modification o f  Poynings’ law  in 1782 (by which it is 
required that .the royal aiTent be affixed 10 Irifh ftatutes under 
the great feal o f  England) is faid to have Efficiently f a r e d  
the connexion between G reat Britain and Ireland : but, on the 
contrary, that very circumitance is a proof o f  its frailty bv 
the application, to an admitted ev il, o f  a weak and inadequate 
remedy ; viz. the refponfibiljty o f  an individual, to the Britiih 
parliament ; and that law, inftead 0$ ailerting the indepen­
dence o f  Ireland, places her in a ftate o f  abfolute dependence 
upon the Britifli minifter ; and thus fubjeded to ^he poifible 
wickednefs or caprice o f  an individual, or a cabin!1 ̂

It was admitted in 1785, when the commercial propofnions 
w ere le jt& ed , that things could not remain as they were • 
that commercial jealoufy might arife, and feparation o f  intereiî 
lead to feparation o f  connexion. N o  change has fince taken 
place in the arrangement, therefore the danger mull ftill re- 
main the fame ; for, though partial evils have been remedied 
by feparate law s, that mode is inadequate to remove the dan­
ger, becaufe there is no fecurity for the permanence of thofe 
la w s ;  and becaufe the exercife o f  diftinft rights is liable to 
produce diflenfion between the tw o  legiilatures. T h e  good 
lenfe, w hich has hitherto obviated the evil, has not annihi­
lated the rifk.

I f  the independence o f  Ireland be real, it prefents a field for 
endlefs difienfions ; and, i f  fhe chufes to exercife the power 
o f  diffent, the confequences mud be conteft, and, either fepa- 
ration, or the conqueft o f  the w eaker, with all its attendant 
misfortunes. I f  it be merely nominal, it will produce dif- 
truft, abhorrence, and fulpicion ; and will probably render" 
the very connexion odious, and reduce Ireland to the neceiïïty 
01 lubmitting to the control o f  a Britiih minifter, no way- 
accountable to her, but amenable only to the parliament o f  
G reat Britain. It it be between both, 'it combines the evils 
or both fyilems ; fo that, in any cafe, the prefent diftintlnefs 
furniihes a ftore o f  weapons to wound and fever a connexion 
fo trail : a danger, which is now redoubled by the efforts of 
foreign and domeftic enemies to effect a feparation.

But, in fadt, the parliament o f  Ireland is not independent ; 
it is in a (late, not ot ihadow y, but o f  real and fubftantial 
fubordination on the parliament o f  G reat Britain. For, by 
that very a£t (21 and 22 G eo rge  i l l . )  which is boafted o f  by 
the adversaries oi an union, as fecuring the connexion between 
the tw o kingdom s; it is ordained that no a&  o f  the Irifh par­

liament,

*  IN FAVOUR OF A N  UNION, & c.
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liainent, whether it affeft the empire at large, or regard only 
the molt minute local concern, can pafs into a law, till it be 
returned under the great feal of England. T h e  affixing o f  
that feal is an executive, not a  legiüative a.ót ; and the mi- 
nifter who does fo, does it at his peril, and liable to im­
peachment in the Britiih parliament, if done amifs. T hus is 
the Iriih parliament under the abfolute control o f  the Britiih, 
whilii it claims a perfect equality of independence. T h a t  
topic, then, fo much infilled on, and fo well fuited to rouze 
a paiBonate oppofirion,-—the lofs o f  independence— has no 
weight, lor Ireland has no independence to lofe ; and though 
the ieparate parliaments lofe, each .of them, their refpeftive 
identity and diftinftnefs, that of Ireland no more becomes de­
pendent than the Briti/h ; but both equally become propor­
tionate parts of one whole.

rh e  preient fituation is? what is called Imperium in impeiio, Arguments foe 
a luppo.ed independent government within an independent an(* againft, &c« 
government, and this, all writers have agreed in condemning.
Such was the fir ft conftitution o f the American ftates, when 
each ftate was fupreme and independent ; but as foon as peace 
allowed time for iefie&ion, the abfolute neceflity appeared o f 
remedying by confolidation a conftitution incapable of tlanding.
Such alfo is the conftitution of the Swiis Cantons, which in­
capacitated that nation from oppofing with effctt the intrigues 
or the violence of the French.

T h e  fubordination of the Irifli executive to Great B r i t a i n  Douglas, 
is more obvious (till, than that o f  the legiilative body : the 
Lord Lieutenant aóts in obedience to the King’s commands, 
fignified either in his commiflion under the great feal o f  Eng­
land, or by the King’s letter, counterfigned by a fecretary o f  
ftate, or, in revenue matters, by the lo7d treafurer, or three 
lords o f the trealury.

But the jealoufy o f Ireland revolts at the practical exercife 
o f  thefe legal and conftitutional pow ers; and, partly from 
this, partly from other caufes, the government o f  -England is 
iuppofed, in general cafes, to leave matters to the Jriili par­
liament, and minifters. From time to time, however, occa* 
fions occur, where it is necefiary for the Bririili minifters to ait 
contrary perhaps to the fentiments of the fervants of die crown 
in Ireland. And, though in fuch cafes the difficulty may often 
be furmounted by confidential intercom fe, or by the adoption 
ot a middle way, fo as not to alarm the dignity of Ireland, or 
commit the imperial authority refident in England ; yet f i x a ­
tions have arifen more than once, when the miniftry have 
thought it their duty, without fuch temperature, to exercife 
an immediate controling authority in Ireland; even under 
the hazard o f rouzing the jealoufy, or affronting the high 
Ipirits o f  the leading perfons theie. This dilemma, which 
has already occafioned many difficulties, and will be the fource 
of growing embarraiTments, is capable but of two remedies^
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either the King muft remove his refidence to Ireland, which 
would only take off the difficulty from that country to throw 
it on G reat Britain ; or Ireland, by her reprefentatives, muft 
come to England, and thus place both countries, in theory as 
w ell as in effedt, under the dire&ion o f  the fame minifters.—  
But while the prefent fyftem remains, no alteration can work 
a remedy. By indentification with G reat Britain, Ireland wil l  
become truly independent, in {haring ber independence, and 
will no longer be bound to follow , tamely and fubferviently, 
a will that is not her own. T h is  can be no otherwife effected 
than by an union, unleis it be by feparation ; fuppoííng even 
that /lie had means and ftrength in that fituation to pieferve 

. her felt independent, which is not poffible. W ere the Britiih 
Lord Minto. ,Hands feparated, neither o f  them could fubfift againft any 

enemy combined with the other, nor fupply fufficient means 
o f  defence againft his inroads. It is evident that, in cafe 
of war, the weaker o f  the tw o would be more expofed to 
d anger; and, though for a while, ihe might perhaps maintain 
herfelf by the mean arts o f  intrigue, ihe would be a confiant 
bone o f  contention to furrounding nation*, and at laft would 
be forced to fly for refuge to her more powerful neighbour, 
either England or F r a n c e ;  and either actually fubmit to her 
authority, or at leaft, by virtually yielding to her influence, 
lofe her own independency.

Douglas. T h e re  is another ftriking inftance, in proof o f  the fubor- 
dinate condition o f  Ireland ; ihe is obliged to take part in all 
the wars o f  G reat Britain, for the K ing’s declaration o f  war 
involves all his dominions ; ihe is expofed to all the riiks and 
dangeis o f  war ; ihe may lofé one of her provinces, or herfelf 
become a province to an enemy ; and yet ilie cannot acquire 
an acre o f  territory ; every conqueft made, though perhaps 
at the expence of Iriih blood, and Iriili treafure, belongs 
folely to G reat Britain. Ireland cannot either plant a colony, 
or eftabliih a foreign fettlement.

It is a miftaken expreflîon, to fay that by an union the IrifH 
pailiament would merge in that o f  G reat Britain; it merges 
in the imperial legiflature, and an union merely changes the 
reiidence o f  the legiflature o f  Ireland, leaving to it ftill, in 
partnership with that o f  G reat Britain, the diredion o f  Irifh

‘T ’wolegijlatures r  ...
notfimilar to 1 he leparate deliberation o f  the tw o independent parlia-
two houfes o f  ments, is very erroneoufly compared to that o f  the tw o houfes 
parliament. o f  the fame parliament. T h e fe  latter are conne&ed together

Smith. anc* confolidated into one body,*  by having, for a middle term, 
the third eftate, and, in cafe o f  difagreement, the meafure 
merely falls to the ground, and no mifchief enlues ; but there 
is no bond o f  union between tw o bodies each complete and

independent ;
*  Foftcr, j i .



independent ; there is no middle term to connect them, and 
ihould a difagreement occur between them, and fliould each 
parliament, having a right to purfue its own meaiures, think 
proper to adhere with tenacity to its own defigns, a conteit 
muft be the confequence ; and, in fuch a cafe, the great feai 
would be but a pitiful guardian to the connexion. T h a t  dif­
agreement is poffible, the tranfadlions o f  1785 and 1789 
evince; at the latter period the coincidence, in the perfon of 
the regent, was accidental ; for the precipitation o f Ireland 
waited not for his-appointment in England ; nor was any per- 
fon, in -fail, actually named in that kingdom, the King's for­
tunate recovery having happenedjuft in time to prevent ir. 
But, though the perfon had been the fame, the diiparity in 
the limitation o f  his prerogative would have given the two 
countries an executive goveiiraient, with different conftitutional 
powers in each : an evil, which is admitted by the late regency- 
hill, to have exifted.

Beíídes, if a difference of opinion ihould arife between the 
tw o houles o f  parliament, they have not only much greater 
facility o f  difcudion, and mutual explanation, but identity o f  
intereft between them is much more diredt and fenlible, than 
that between two fe pa rate kingdoms, though they be con­
nected in, and form parts of the fame empire. It is true, that 
to a certain degree, ihe feparate legifiatures may afford a 
check upon each other, iîmiîar to thole of the three branches 
o f  parliament upon each other ; yet, it muft be o f  a very im- 
perfea nature, having no formal or legal cônftitution ; and 
can have no more force or efficacy than thofe checks upon 
each other, which prevail in the relation o f  different itates, 
having a common intereft, but without any link o f connexion) 
and which ferve to maintain what is called the balance o f  
power.

A  local parliament has been compared alfo, for the local 
knowledge, o f  which it is fuppofed to be poiTefled, to a jury, 
which, on the fame account was formerly obliged to be fe- 
Je&ed from that fpot, which was thought to fumifh local 
-knowledge o f the circumftances to be tried ; but rhe wifdom 
o f  legislators, finding the néighbourhood o f  a culprit too much 
expofed to prejudice, paffion and party fpirit to allow of 
juftice, have thought it expedient in latter and more liberal 
times, to enlarge his vicinage to the whole county, and fo to 
give a greater field for the feleftion o f a jury ; or, if it be 
iufpe&ed that a fair trial cannot there be had, they have al­
lowed to change the venue to another place, where equal 
local knowledge may be exerted with lefs danger or prejudice 
In like manner, to carry on the comparifon, thelrifli parliament 
combined in the imperial, may poiTefs all the local knowledge 
that they could obtain in their own country, and be at the 
lame time exempt from local danger and local prejudice.
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Difiance no 
impediment.

Dougla?,

'The purfe o f  
Ireland not the 
cbjeâî fought in 
an Union.

Smith.

Parliament can- 
not refcind the 
treaty after­
wards.

Douglas*

In fome cafes, diftance may prefent an infupeiable unpe- 
diment to the union of legiflatures, as in that of America,

# where the experiment was ftrongly recommended by Adam 
Smith ; and in many others : but this objection will not apply 
to Ireland, for that country, though feparated by a fea, is in 
the neighbourhood of Great Britain alone, and is feparated 
from all other countries by an inimenfe fpace. Its capital is 
nearer to that ot England than Edinburgh, and notwithftand­
ing the intervention o f a fea, the journey thither from London 
nfually occupies a fhorter fpace of time; the mod diilant 
towns of Ireland, that are of any note, as Cork, Limerick, 
Londonderry, &c. are rot fo far from the metropolis of the 
empire as many towns in Scotland.

T o  thefe confederations iliould be added, the many impor­
tant inducements to intercourfe and incoi poration, between 
Great Britain and Ireland, which did not exift in the cafe o f  
Scotland: the fame fyftem of laws, civil and commercial; 
the fame rules o f  property ; fimilar tribunals ; extenfive con- 
lànguinity and intermarriages ; the great and increafing num­
ber o f thole, who, by fucceilîon or acquifition, have become 
owners of land in both countries ; the fame eftabliihed re­
ligion ; the fame courfe o f  education ; and feveral others, 
which infinitely outweigh any confederation of territoiial con- 
tiguity.

It is an abfurd fuppofition, that the objeét o f  an union is 
to place the purfe o f  Ireland in the hands o f the Britiili mi- 
niiler : it is already open to him, to the extent o f  its abilities, 
and the efforts o f  the nsiniíler have ever been dire&ed to 
lighten the burthens of the people, not to increafe them be- 
yond the power to bear. But if fuch were his defign, even 
that would afford a certain proof o f  the fincerity of his opi­
nion, that the profperity of Ireland will be increafed by an 
union, for he would fcarcely grafp at a pui fe, and take mea- 
fures at the fame time to prevent its being filled : an empty 
purfe is feldom an object of deiire.

That the omnipotence of parliament has power to refcind 
hereafter any of the articles o f  compact, is a falle affertion, 
as it fliall prefently be proved •* but, were it true, it would 
equally furnifh an argument againfl the inability o f  any law, 
or treaty, or compact, and would overturn the principles of 
civil fociety ; and, btfides, fuch a violation of the compatt 
being a fubverfion of the conftitution, is one of thofe ex­
treme cafes, which would abfolve the fubjeft from his allegi­
ance, and juftify an appeal to the fword. Nor is there any 
foundation for imagining that, on account of the great majo­

rity o f  the Britilli members o f  the legiilature, the reprefenta- 
tives o f  Ireland would be outvoted on all occafions of com­
petition, and Ireland oppreifed at the pleafure of the ftronger

rty.
* Fofter, Goold, 32, 33;
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party. This would, at leaft, amount to an infraction o f the 
treaty, and therefore to a diflolution of the union ; but 
alfo, fuch a confpiracy is impracticable, becaufe when the 
two countries are identified, there cannot exift any claiming of 
feparate interefts to occalion competition for power or profit.
Both thefe iuppofitions aie refuted too, by experience, in Treaty-with 
the cafe o f  Scotland ; for, as to thole initances produced, as Scotland rcligi* 
breaches of the compact of union with Scotland, they have 0UJ y  obfervtd. 
r,o exigence in faCt. T h e  impoíltion o f an income tax, in the 
proportion o f one eighth to that of South Britain, in lieu of 
a land-tax, which, it was covenanted, fhould not exceed a 
fortieth, was certainly no infringement of the letter, and it 
was the exaCt accomplifhment o f  the Jp ir it  and end o f  the 
treaty, which was to proportion the taxes of Scotland to her 
means. T h e  objections to the malt-tax were merely, like Douglas, 
other attempts ot the violence o f  faction *  to ferve the purpofe 
of the day, no matter at what rifk. When party ran ex­
tremely high in 1713,  the Scotch reprefentatives were per- 
fuaded to lay hold of one o f  the fecondary claufes in the 
treaty of union, one of doubtful conftruCtion, and which at 
belt was to be but o f  a temporary and ihott duration,J then 
virtually expired ; and to raife a cry, that the articles o f  x 
union, in favour o f  Scotland, were infringed, and even to 
bring forward a motion for the diiTolution of the treaty.

In fact, that treaty, as will be confeifed by every candid 
man, verfed in the hiftory o f  his country, has, in all its clear 
and important parts, all its fundamental and eiTential condi­
tions, been adhered to, with facred and. fcrupulous inviola­
bility.

T h e  example of Scotland is rejected by the adverfaries o f  Cafe o f Scotland 
an union, upon the grounds o f a difference in the fituation of not diffimilar. 
Scotland from that of Ireland,! which renders that unneceflary Smith, 
to the latter, which was abfolutely iequifite to the other ; and 
of the great improvement of Scotland iince the period of 
union being afcribable to other caufes, rather than to the ef­
fects of that meafure.

Scotland, they fay, was driven by a fenes of repeated in­
juries the moil intolerable, and by the conftant jealocfies ot 
England, to luch a ftate of hoflility, as left no alternative, but 
union or feparation. But the fame reafoning applies, equally» 
to Ireland ; the partial and opprellive conduit of Britain for a 
long feries o f  years ; the repeated injuries offered to the vic­
tualling trade o f Ireland, which ihe harafied with her cm-

• bargoes ; the jealous tenor o f  almoil all her tranfa&ions, and 
almoft an equal danger of feparation, render an union in this 
cafe equally neceilary, as the only remedy that can be found.
T h e  union o f  the crowns o f England and Scotland in the

fam e
*  Spcnccr, 34. j  Anon. 37.
J Fofter, Spencer, Rudd, Bousficld, Goold, 33.
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Tentatives for (hires and’ i f i "  * ’ 1 e' rcP ^
rough* f  •) onH «  U  3’ B, urrow ' or members for bo- 
ratelv L h  • • VOtes of each eftate wer« taken fepa-

impoffible for " h e C r o w n ^  ° î  w U ’ ' hus became
Privilege n f J Í  , t0, crcate a forced majority, by the
A I n  fh ?  5 d T g  a t p ,e a fu re  t0 ,h e  num ber o f  th e  peers

m a n y v ÍL  0rbeSfo°rea, h 'CleS’ h Û 'nm ''on had bee" « b X h e d
ment . I  a Union’ an aft o f  the Scotch parlia-
iand in ^  n°  i  a part the conft«tution o f Scot-

Dou las En? ,i(îl conftitltionn ,lar-chaniber " «  ^  that time of the

OUS 3S' o b r S K  ,nT h greaTer facrific« .  for the purnofe of
or that arpH' U?IOn’ than an>’ ttlat are expefted from Ireland 
1 “  arf  ,n hei  P °w^  to make. Ireland has not been for’

never had beTnfubíh r f í  'ndependcnt o f  England ; Scotland 
UnArr fubdued to her, nor under her control - Scot-

liam enV ofK in*T  '‘ 'Tland r ™ '7W g lve UP> an independent par-
DonM rate crown T l  t  Con,mons> and an independent Jepa-
Dcüglas, > ate crown, 1  hefe facr.fices were made, at the time indeed

Scotch to* theni04?06* ^  f° was the hoililit7 of the
place An ’ r man7 violent infurreaions took
P . An army, even, o f  7000 men was levied in the weft, and

Q Ueern(h°y “ * ™ u  l 2* '" '1 the Par,ia™ nt ; and the Duke of 
Queenibury, with other mmifters, who took an afíive partin

íaceT sStotherUr n mt0 f eft> Were f0 by t b e p j p üiace as to efcape narrowly with their lives; while the Duke
r L  o Belhaven, and others o f  the mod invete-
ate opponents to it, became the idols of the people and

s e n , ■ ? ![ erCar" e ,,n mumph throuSh the ftre« s of EdfnburghSc.uh Union Yet fo quickly were the fentiments o f  the Scotch natfon

popular™ ^ aadneg th’ W'th re?ard t0.t.hat meafure, when experience had 
made them acquainted with its happy effeas, that only eight
)ears after it had been concluded, in the midft o f  fuch violent
c la m o u r  th e  union had ob tain ed  the m olt u n iverfa l p o p u la-

i na*  1ui°mUC ./a at the Pretender> having pledged himfelf, 
n a public manifefto, to repeal t h e a a  o f  union, was obliged

f'nvmr5v ,£ expi?nge , h a t PI0mife> in order to p re fers  thefavour o f  his adherents.

t  Spencer, Coold, Bousfield, 34.



T h e  event o f  an union would, probably, be fimilar in Ire­
land ; and how great foever the unpopularity which attends 
it now, a few years would remove the delufion o f the nation, 
and make clear its good corifequences.

It is remarkable that the many attempts made towards an Scotch Union 
union, fir It of the crowns, and afterwards o f the parliaments long prevented 
of England and Scotland, from the time of Henry VIII. down b  F rar*ce. 
to the lecond year ot Queen Anne, have been conftantly Dundas. 
fruftrated through the means o f French influence and intrigue; 
and England was firft induced to become zealous for its accom- 
plifhment, by the ill effects that ilie experienced from French 
intrigue in Scotland ; in order to remove entirely the influence 
o f  the French party. Ireland, by various accidents, is fallen 
into a fïtuation exa£tly iimilar* France labours, by ever y
means, to form a connexion in that country, and has, in a
great meafure Succeeded. But French influence was by no Sm-th 
means as mifchievous in 1707 as it is in 1800; France was 1 * 
not then the advocate o f  fedition in the abftradt, and the 
general ally o f  all rebellious fubjefts. As the fureft me- &  Dundas
thod of putting an end to this dangerous confpiracy, by a &c. &c. *
confolidation o f the powers of the whole empire, a legiflative 
union with Great Britain is propofed.

T h e  great improvement o f  Scotland fince the period o f  i mpmemcnt 0f  
the union, it is laid, ihould not be attributed to that meafure, Scotland due to 
becaufe fociety has been every where, during that time, in a the Union. 
ftate o f  rapid improvement ; and becaufe the progrefs of Ire- Smith, 
land in profperity, without an u n io n , has in the fame period 
been ftill greater. It is not poifible to determine,* exadly, 
how far the profperity o f  Scotland may be attributable to the 
union ; but it is fair to conclude, that, i f  ftie has improved 
during that period, in a proportion relatively greater than the 
improvement of England,f the caufe of this excels may be 
afcribed to the effefts o f  the union, and, if the advancement Douglas, 
of England have furpafled that of North Britain, her fuperior 
opulence is owing to the fuperiority o f  her natural advantages, 
which were too great to be overbalanced by the benefits de~ 
rived to Scotland from an union. But without an union Scot­
land could not have made fuch progrefs in improvement, as Dundas. 
to have kept pace with the general advances o f  fociety ; be­
caufe the circumftances attending her local fituation, and in­
ternal policy, prevented her from having any part in the grow­
ing profperity o f  other countries, as long as fhe continued fe- 
parate ; fo it was ably argued in the Scotch parliament by 
Mr. Seton, one o f the commiifioners o f  the union. T o  this

may
*  Fofter, 86.

f  The cuitoms and excifeof Scotland have increafed between 1707 and 
*797» upwards of twenty fold   ̂ while thofe of England have not been muj- 
tiplied quite eight times. For the particulars o f this detail, fee the fpecches 
• f  the Right Hon. Henry Dundas, and the Right Hon. Sylvefter Douglas.
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may be added the following well known fatf, that the pros­
perity o f  Scotland took rife in the weftern parts, and near the 
ports, beft '(inted to the colonial trade, which was firft opened
to  b co tla n d  b y  th e  union.

Douglas. Again it is objeóled, that,. whatever may have been the 
improvement ot Scotland in the laft ninety years, Ireland * on 
the other hand, has made ftill more rapid progrefs. This 
aifertion has been much infilled on, but a clofer infpeftion will 
fhew that it is not founded in fa£t. No companion can well 
je drawn between any particular branches of improvement, 
m thole two countries, but a fair eftimate may be made from 
the ft ate ot the public revenue in each, ft will be found that 
j>cot.and with a Imaller population, a Iefs fertile foil, a climate 
e s  temperate, ;>.nd ports ior foreign trade much inferior, pavs 

a Jhare o f  public contribution equal in amount to the revenue
o and which is, at the leaft, not a greater burthen
to 1er people than the taxes of Ireland are to her fubjedts ; 
Jiom thence it is a fair inference that the wealth o f Scotland 
is not interior to that o f  Ireland.

As to the population o f  Ireland, which is alfo urged as a 
leti o f  her flomifhing condition, its fuperiority is admitted; 
but it affords no proot ot luperior profperity, and tends only 
to give additional lliength to the above argument, from the 
greatei difficulty under which Scotland labors in that parti­
cular alio. T h e  accuracy of thofe calculations, however, 
appears very queftionable ; they feem in general to exaggerate 
l".e population o f  Ireland, and to underrate confiderablv that 
ot Scotland. +

It was the opinion o f the learned and fagacious Dr. Adam
Smith. ! • , tIiait an union. W0llId procure for Ireland, befide com­

mercial, many other important advantages ;§ and that without 
uch a meafure the inhabitants of the two countries were not 

likely for ages to coalefce as one people.
Addington. T o  his opinion may be added, the authoiity o f  fome of the 

inoft diftinguillied and enlightened men of the laft century, 
Y 'ykoni meafure was approved and recommended ; of 

and thofe o f others, o ir Matthew Decker, Sir William Petty, Sir Jofiah Child;
«md Molineux, who incurred the difpleafure o f  the Engiifh 

loufe of Commons, tor his bold aiTeition o f the independence 
ot his native country, thought the profpeft of Iriih repre­
sentatives being admitted to the Parliament of England, tk too 

great a happinefs to be hoped for by I r e la n d however it might 
be wiflied.

Anon. In the prefent century, jt has been recommended by many 
. . . .  able writers and ftateímen, o f  various political attachments: 
& &  P 0&0r CamPbelI> Dean Tucker, Lord Egmont, Lord HilJf- 

° * borough, Lord Sackville, Lord North, &c. T h e  opinion held
b y

*  Foiler, Spencer, 85, 86.
f  For the difcuffion of thisfubjeft, fee Mr, Sylvefter Douglas’s Speech, p. 1
§ Anon. 35.

Population -no 
teji o f improve­
ment.

Adam Smith*s 
opinion.
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by thefe great politicians with regard to the value o f  an union, 
is corroborated by the teftimony o f  M ‘ Nevin, and his aflociates 
in rebellion,* whofe fears have exprefled their conviction o f  its 
tendency to ftiengthen the empire, and to prevent that repa­
ration being effected, which has been the uniform objeCt o f  
their endeavours.

But why, it is aiked, does Britain make an offer o f  fuch Irelands prof- 
greàt advantages to Ireland, and o f  a participation in fuch ? er*ty Britain’s 
mighty benefits ? ™terefl.

Becaufe ihe perceives her own intereft equally concerned ao tucker, 
in the profperity and the fecurity o f  Ireland : becaufe her inte- 
refts are infeparable from thofe o f  Ireland, and Ireland’s lirength 
is Britain’s ftrength, Ireland’s greatnefs is Britain’s glory; and 
becaufe flje has found, that a clofer union is made now more ^  Addin ton 
requifite than ever, by the repeated attempts o f  enemies, to &  DougUs, * 
diflolve the connexion. Precautionary wifdom feldom has &  Peel. 9 
much influence on the conduit either o f  individuals, or nations; 
an evil, in geneial, muit have been painfully felt, before mea- Addington, 
fures are taken to remove it, or to guard againft its recur­
rence.

When the commercial propofitions were brought forward in Conccjpons da*r 
1785, they were oppofed by all the commercial interefts 0f Serous>
G reat Britain, becaufe, while Ireland had feparate interefis,^^£fwn 99 
(as, with a leparate Je^iflature, ihe muit have, fince there ispjej, * 
then a pojjtbility of a&ualfeparation) fuch an arrangement might 
have been highly prejudicial to the manufactures o f  Great 
Britain : but the piefent plan, while it affords the higheft ad­
vantages, political and commercial, prevents, by uniting the 
tw o countries into one, the poilibility of feparate interefts ex- 
ifting ; and therefore meets the approbation of the trading body 
o f  Britain. T h e  fame opinions were prevalent, fo long fince Dunda  ̂
as the reign o Charles II. as is apparent in the anfwer to cer­
tain complaints made by the Scotch, of more favour being 
ihewn to Ireland, than to their country: the commiilioners 
itated in reply, “  that Ireland was an appendage o f the crown 
oi England, was bound by the laws, and under the abfolute 
control o f  England, and that, therefore, any favour might fafely 
be granted to her, but that the ieparate ftate and independence 
of Scotland would not allow o f  the fame treatment.

T h e  cale is now reverfed, and the altered relation in which 
Ireland itands, makes it dangerous to grant the advantages, 
which would accrue to her from an Union, without the ac­
companying fecuiity of that meafure. It admits, however, 
o f  a doubt, whether in a feparate ftate Ireland be capable o f 
profiting by fuch concevons, if made, without a comm uni- r  
cation o f the capital of Great Britain*— But, in cafe o f  an c °mmunication 
union, though Great Britain will communicate her capital burt^Britaia^ 
and induftry to Ireland, they cannot be expeCted to flow in Douglas.

D  w i t h
•  Meeting at Fr*»çis-ftr«ct dupe), April *  17$$, S et Report o f Sccret 

Committee,
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with fuch rapidity, as to effect any inftant benefit to the one, 
or to occafion any iofs or detriment to the other ; becaufe ca­
pital and induftry, fo localized, are not eafily influenced, at 
once to change their fituation. Gradually, however, much 
wealth, capital and credit, will be attracted to Ireland, when 
uniformity of laws and legiilature, give an increafe o f  confi­
dence to fpeculatifts and moneyed men ; and this gradual be­
nefit reaped by Ireland, inftead o f  injuring the interefts of indi­
viduals in England, will tend according to the known principles 
o f  public wealth, by multiplying the returns of profit, in and 
between both countries, to mcreafe the riches o f each, 

f Câ ‘iai Some men have advanced an opinion, that the capital o f  
Douglas. En&land> ahead y io fully employed, that there is none to 

b * ipare : but this cannot be reconciled with the eagernefs con- 
ftantly difplayed, in purfuit o f  every new fpeculation;— with 
the fmall return of profit,* that many men are content to re­
ceive, in adventures fubjeét to hazard and riík ;-~with the im- 
menfe fums constantly invefted in the.funds, even when the di­
vidends fall below 5 per cent.-r-or with the known faót, that a 
large proportion o f foreign trade is carried on with Britifh ca­
pital, exclusive of that portion, which, even under the prefent 
forbidding circumftances, is engaged in the commerce o f  Ire*

''Sío don e f  land. ,
the increafe o f  * Neither is there any more foundation for the imaginary evil, 
theparliament. that *s apprehended for Great Britain, from theincreafed num- 

Douglas, ber of the members of the legiilature. J It is notorious, that the 
parliament poifeiles, and has ever been ufed to exercife the 
power ot adding to, or diminifhing the number o f its members; 
and that no inconvenience has refulted from it. And the 
Scotch union is a remarkable inftance in point, when an addi­
tion of forty five members was made to the Houfe o f  Com ­
mons, w’ ithout any inconvenient confequences ariiing from it. 
In addition to this, it may be obferved, how very fmall a dif­
ference is occafioned to the convenience o f  gentlemen, (and 
none to the bufinefs o f  the Houfe) by the moil extreme fluctua­
tion o f  the number o f  attending members, between 50 and 
500.

T h e  apprehenfion o f the BritiiTi Legiilature being debafed 
and corrupted by the intermixture o f  fo many Irifhmen in its 
body, is an argument that cannot be ferioufly urged by any 
one, who has any knowledge of the higher ranks of the Iri/li 
nation, or who has witneffed the many initances in which the 
natives o f  Ireland have become members of the Britifh Parlia­
ment, and by their fplendid talents, have fhed a luftre upon 
that body, of which they have formed fo diftinguiihed a part, 

geworth. g ut befides it muft be recollected that as the Irilh members 
to be added to the Britilh Houfe of Commons will be thofe, who

reprefent
• *  Even fo low as g per cent, though the fair returns in mercantile, con­

cerns are calculated on the l o w e s t  eitimate at I o  p e r  C e n t .

J  Spencer, Goold, Taaffe, Bousfield, W eld, 36.



reprefent the counties o f  Ireland, with fome others of .he moil 
independent in the Irirti Legiflature, there can be no grounds 
to apprehend from them any dangerous increate o f ™ " ^ e m !  
influence, for men of that d e fe c t io n  are in general the lead 
liable to corruption. But inftead adding to t.rè corruption, 
an union will ferve to effeft a falutary reton., of the Britifh 
Houfe o f  Commons. It may be fuppoted that ot the 300 
Members, there are in the Irifh Houle 80 or 90 coun y  ̂ an 
city Members, and in the Britifh parliament 1B0 county, nu ci y 
members out o f  the 558. In the one Houfe there is not nearly 
a third, in the other not more than a third of couniy and city 
members; but in the united Parliament the proportion 
would be materially altered : iriftead ot one-third (01 three- 
ninths) compofed o f  county and city m em b ers, there wou.d be 
four-ninths, which is nearer to one-half t h a n  to one-thud.
T h is  o f  itfelf would feive to  p u rify  th e  E n g li lh  C o m m o n s ';  
but it would alfo affo rd  an e x c e lle n t  opportunity ot cutting olr 
from that Houfe 100 o f  the borough m em b ers w ith o u t  a n y  
inconvenience; thus leaving a  c o n fid e ra b le  m a jo r ity  ot c o u n ty  
and city members in the u n ite d  P a r lia m e n t, w itn o ü t  d im l- 
nifliing the influence of the c r o w n , to  a n y  d a n g e ro u s  c e g re ê , 
for influence is far preferable to  p r e ro g a tiv e . It w ill  be a  fur­
ther advantage to fupply th e ir  p la c e  b y  100 n?w m em b ers f io i l i  
Ireland, rather than from Englilh c o u n tie s , w h e r e _ e tb b li(h e d  
families would thus acquire too g re a t  an  in cre a fe  o t  '" « u e n c e .
Nor can it be imagined that the intereft of Ireland ihould be 
neglefled by herreprefentatives at one fide ol the channel, more 
than at the other. T h e  name ot abfentee will not prevent a 
man from attending to the intereft ol his own property, thoug. 
it be divided from him by ten or twenty leagues ot tea.— Ke- 
fides it is probable that the younger branches o f  noble and opu­
lent abfentees, will come over to Ireland after an union, to 
manage the affairs, and to reprefsnt the families ot their 
Engliili relatives.

Another obieftion is drawn from the neceffary imper- Doogfo 
feftion of the ' union that would be enafled ; fince it is not 
pofllble, e n t i r e l y  to affimilate the two countries, with regard to 
revenue, taxes, &c. But to this, the cafe o f  Scotland affoids a 
dire£t reply ; for there a union, was to all intents and put poles, 
effefted, riotwithftatiding the difference of taxation, and what 
feems o f much greater moment, and was objefted to by all the 
judges under James I. with the exception o f Sir Francis Bacon, 
as an infurmounlable impediment,— the difference o f  laws, and 
o f the modes of adminiftering juftice. But it never was luppoled, 
that the union o f England with Wales, or with Lancafhire, 
was in.perfeft, becaufe Wales and Lancafhire have each rules 
o f  property, forms ôf judicature, cuftoms and ufages, appro­
priate ; which o f  courfe, form a difference, between their 
fituation and that o f  England. T h e  town ot Calais Was fepa- 
rated bv ft tea, and d i f t in g u i f l ie d iy  the p ic fe r v a tio n  o i  al i us  

1 local
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'°,Ca' CU,ftoms » >"et ^  union o f  Calais with England was not 
objected to as imperfeét, when it was admitted, by "he charter 

o f  1 to d tw° Burgeires 10 flt the 
£ £ £ £ ,  „  r Ian^  even o f  th° fs who exprefs a wifh that an union may 

• fome future penod, take place, * objeft to the prefent a a n  
improper time for the introduction o f  the meafure and’ defire 
rather to wait tor the moment o f  general tranquillity • but the 
prefent timems fuch as to render this, which h  any o',her (ba- 
fon might be a wile meafure, now a necejfary one. This 1  
evidently demonftrated by the avowed f j s o f  an union 
being efFeOed, which are entertained by thofe, who have 
openly profeiTed themfelves the advocates o f  feparation - by

on rhi’s f, Ív a ' V ^ evln> * c* T h e  appréhendons dill feJt 
this fubjeft, by their afTociates, whole defperale attempts

are too recent to be forgotten, proclaim a f r e d ,  union or a
feparation to be the only alternative.

A  moment o f  general tranquillity may be expefted forever • 
it is not likely to be obtained by any other means than this

« r í o í l o v T  fthKeref0fe’ fi‘ ft take p,3Cebefore ,he efFe«
«  . • T h e  Scoljch umon was completed during a foreign
vvâ  o great magnitude, and at a feafon o f  as much political 
difficulty and internal difTenfion as the prefent.

And it cannot, with any colour o f  truth, be objedted, that

denW-  I' t , Cn,by<-furPnle’ or that a n<>vel mefaure is fud- 
undlr .h r110 * for,fn° t t0 fPeak o f  tlle a ftua' incorporation 
by rhp r  U f atr ^  CroilIwe|l- an union was recommended
• ,u ° UnCrÜ T rade ln Ireland, fo early as ihe year 1676 
in e ieign o f  Charles II. It was long a very favourite objeft 
p flre land under Queen Anne, and the Iriih Parliament failed 
in repeated endeavours, to obtain it. After that period, it be-
Dublîcati general d.fcufïïon, and gave rife to numerous
publications; and it has ever fi nee been familiar to the ears o f  
the! Jnih, and has been the fubjed o f  various works, publiihed 

different periods o f  time. Never till now, was a fufpicion 
entertained by any writer, fpeaker, or ftatefman, o f  the in- 

Pa r  ■ 2 Petency  o f  Parliament to carry it into efFeft.

fchlÍ®  r f e' ^ e ° f  Parliam£nt t0Ldebate- 01 t0 « V  the 
inir a-leg, LaUve " n,on> cannot be difputed without call- 

, H ln<3“ eft,onDt,îe Çonftitutional exiftence o f  the united kine- 
&  Douglas, dom o f  Great Britain f  and the legality o f  its legiilature finie
&  Smith. ^  ftPf nod o f..the Scotch Union, for the plea o f  incompetence 

«nuft be equally applicable to the Parliaments o f  that day! "  
he prefent. But fuch a doitrine would ihake the title o f  

the royal family to the throne (the aft o f  fettlement) and is a 
epublican principle, degradatory to the Parliament, and fub- 

verfive o f  the conftitution. T h e  power o f  Parliament has no 
limits, but in the ufefulnefs o f  the meafure } all queftions,

*  Spencer, Bousfield, W eld, Sheehr ,  & c. i t .  therefore,
t  Spencer, Taaffc, Bousfield, Goold, 36,

* °  IN FAVOUR OF A N  UNION, &c.
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therefore, are open to difcuffion and in^jefligationy becaufe the 
demonftration o f utility brings any meafure within the fphere 
o f  parliamentary competence to achieve.

But the boafted and valuable fettlement o f  1782, was Edgeworth, 
made by Parliament. H ow  then can a doubt be enter- °  
tained o f  the competency o f  Parliament to make changes 
in the legiflature o f  the kingdom, when the whole coniti- 
tution o f Parliament was changed by that very fettlement ?
If Parliament was authorized in 17S2, to make fuch an 
agreement for the benefit o f  Ireland, fo mud the pre­
fent Parliament. But, it is aiTumed that an Union is a dere­
liction o f  the rights and liberties o f  the people ; and then it is 
argued, juftly upon that aflumption, that Parliament is not 
competent to enaCt it, becaufe, though capable o f negociating 
for what is advantageous, Parliament cannot furrender the 
rights or liberties of the people. I f  the premifes were true, the 
conclufion muft follow 5 but the premifes are not true ; they are 
indeed aflumed but not proved, and it is abfurd to fay that any 
deviation however advantageous from the fettlement o f  1782 
is impofiible : the Iri 1T1 legiflature has not furely loft the power 
of doing good, or o f  diftinguiiliing good from evil.

But, if not in Parliament, where can the power to effeét any Addington, 
mealure be imagined to refide ? N ot in the conftituent body, & Douglas, 
for they cannot be fuppofed to have delegated a truft, with 
a tacit refervation in particular cafes ; nor does the conftitution 
o f  Great Britain and Ireland acknowledge, in that body, any Douglas, 
power or right of deliberation whatever $ their entire iunCtion 
conflits in the a£t o f  election o f their reprefentative, and 
with that aCt it ends 5 though it be always the duty o f  the 
latter, without doubt, to pay a certain attention to the wiflies 
o f  his conftituents, and the opinions o f the people. It is from 
the incompetency o f the people at large, to decide upon adts Lord Minto. 
o f  government, and from the phyfical impoflibility o f  their de- 
libeiation, that has arifen the institution of Parliament, or the 
nomination o f  perlons authorized by the people to aâ in all 
cafes for them; if therefore, in any inftance, the power were 
to revert to the people, it would occafion what is called the 
vicious circle ; for, from the fame caufe as at the firft, it muil 
again return to the reprefentatives, and fo, it might for ever 
perform the fame courie from the one body to the other, and 
back again : but the greater the magnitude and importance o f  
the fubjedt, the greater is the abfurdity o f  fuppofmg it to re­
vert to the decifion o f thofe, who had deputed the power to 
decide in matters of inferior moment, becaufe they were judged, 
by the conftitution, to be incompetent themfelves. T h e  
H o u fe o f  Commons, in all legiflative matters, is equivalent to 
the people at large ; and therefore, as the Parliament conflits Smith, 
o f  three branches, King, Lords and Commons, if  it were 
neceflâry on any occafion to recur to the confent of the peo­
ple, who are equivalent to one only o f  thefe branches, that a61 

would deftroy the equilibrium, extinguiih the legiflative ca­
pacity
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pacity o f  the King and the Peerage, and annihilate the con- 
ilitution.

A ddington, T h e  power then cannot reft in the people at large, for fuch 
&  Douglas, a fuppofition would imply a diilblution of the government, it 

is an eftabliihed truth, that while the conftiiution exifts, the 
only legitimate fanftion o f public opinion, and its only efficient 
authority muft be derived from the Parliament. T h e  extent 
and ablolute fupremacy o f  parliamentary power are afTerted 
by the higheft legal authorities, Sir Edward Coke, Sir Matthew 
Hale, Sir William Blackftone, Lord Somers and others, who, 
to fay the leaft, have never been fufpefted of any bias againft 
the conftitution and liberties o f  their country.

Douglas, t o afTert that there are ads, which, however beneficial, the
conftitutional legiflature has not the right to perform, without 
a previous fpecial commiifion from the mafsof the nation, leads 
directly to the falfe and mifchievous principle o f  the fovereignty 
o f  the people : a principle, which is proved, by all attempts 
to put it in pra&ice, either by the ancient Jacqueiie in France, 
by the W at T ylers  and Jack Straws o f  England, or by the 
Jacobins o f  modern France, to be as pernicious and as impof- 
fible in fatt, as in theory the fuppofition isabfurd.

T here  are no cafes where the powers of the people at large 
begin, though there may exift fome extraordinary cafes, which 
the legiilature cannot reach ; but fuch a circumftance, inftead 
of conveying a rightful power to the people, would occafion 
a diflolution o f the conftitution and government, and give rife 
to anarchy.

T h ere  are cafes o f  another defcription, to which the fupreme 
power o f the legiílature, in our conftitution, cannot reach ; but 
this arifes not from any fuppofed compact, but from the moral 
impoilibility o f  the aft, or an implied contradiólion o f  terms : 
for inftance, no law of any Parliament can bind a fubfequent 
Parliament, for fuch an a£t muft fuppofe the next Parliament 
lefs abfolute and fupreme than the prefent, but the conftitution 
gives them equal powers.

Again, in the cafe o f  an Union or incorporation o f  diftinól 
parts, enaóted by the legiilature, by treaty or otherwife, Par­
liament is there incompetent to decompofe and feparate them 
again : becaufe, the eilential condition o f  fuch Union 'being 
the combination o f  each o f  the conftituent parts into a new 
whole, the identical characters and qualities o f  thofe parts are 
fo loft, that they can no more afterwards be found, or re- 
ftored ; the contra&ing parties ceafe to exift, and therefore 
become incapable o f  being reinftated.

And this affords a fufficient anfwer to the apprehenfions of 
Britain’s aiTuming to herfelf, hereafter, the right o f  fetting 
afide at her pleafure any incorporation of the two kingdoms. 
Ireland may, by civil convulfion or foreign force, be torn 
afunder from her i fo may Scotland, or W ales; bu,t it never

can
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can be disjoined by any regular a£t o f  the united legiflature.
It is in the power o f the common Parliament to alter or re­
peal any a£t ot either Parliament, made previous to the Union, 
but it cannot alter or refcind any fundamental article ot thç 
treaty by which they are united, becaufe the parties, by whom 
it was coftcluded, no longer exiit ; nor is it pollible tor either 
to return, at fuch diflolution, to the fame lituation, as they 
were in before their Union took place.

But, fay the advocates o f  parliamentary incompetence, the 
‘ members o f the lrifh Houfe o f  Commons were delegated to 
'exercife, but not to alienate the powers committed to them ;
— to fupport the independence, and exclufive authority o f  Ire­
land ; and therefore, they have no power to make furrender 
o f  that independence and authority, into the hands o f  the 
Britiih legiflature, which on account o f  the great majority o f  
the Britiih above the Iriih members, would, in effe6t, poifefs 
alone, fupreme power. Both this alleged fa6t, and the in­
ference o f  incompetency, are controverted by the example of 
Scotland- It is well known, with regard to the former, that, 
though.Scotland has but forty-five reprefentatives, vet, on ail & Dundas. 
local queftions where the interefts of their country have been 
particularly concerned, they have always been able to influence Dun(jas, 
the deciiion* o f  the houfe. Refpefting the fuppofed incompe- & Douglas, 
tency o f  thé reprefentative body, it is further argued, inonder 
to obviate , the inftance of Scotland, that the a£t of Union 
paifed by the Scotch Parliament either is become valid now by 
the length o f time which has fince elapfed and has fan&ioned 

'it, as it were, by prefcription, from long acquiétcence or 
that it was made fo at firft by an exprefs power or commif- 
fion being given to the Scotch reprefentatives for the purpofe.

But no prefcription can render that valid, which was at the 
firii a mere nullity ; and if that argument be admitted, every 
law  fince enabled, depending for its validity, on the-validity of &  Smith* 
that tranfa&ion, is equally null and void ; and, as a neceffary 
confequence, it will follow that the prelent legiflature of Great 
Britain has no legitimate authority :— a dangerous abfurdity !

T h e  obvious weaknefs of this argument nas obliged gentle-Douglas, 
men to refort to a fuppoled fpecial delegation irotn the confti- 
tuent body to their reprefentatives. But, as betore laid, the 
incompatibility o f  fuch a tranla&ion with the ’conítr- uuon, is 
fuch that no validity or force could thence be derived to any 
a&  that was not valid without it, nor could that body grant to 
the elected any powers, beyond thofe incident to the cnara&er 
of reprefentative.

Belides, it is eafy to iliew that no fuch thing was attempted No fpccial ddc- 
in Scotland in 1707 » nor was the neceiîîty, or poffibiiity of i' gaticn to the 
conceived to exift, with regard to any treaty finçè the” accet Scotch deputies, 
fion of James V I .  to the .crown* o f T.riglarid:;'"tÍ{óu^h ita o e s/ or an Unton' 
feem as if fuch a thing were intimated in an obfciiïé paflagè o f

4 De



Ireland w ill be
proportionally
reprejented.

D e Foe, by whom alone it is even hinted. T h e  fadt was thus. 
T h e  convention o f eftates in Scotland, which met on the ab­
dication o f James II. continued undiffolved through the whole 
leign of William, and were fummoned by Queen Anne, a 
few months after her acceffion. A t  the time when this ano­
malous aflëmbly was nominated, no meafure o f Union was in 
agitation ; but, as foon as it met after King William’s demife 
it paffed an aft, in confequence o f  a fimilar aft paíTed by the’ 
Englifh Pailiament, empowering the Queen to appoint com- 
imffioners for Scotland, to treat o f  an Union. Conimiffioners 
on the part o f  each kingdom, met at Weftminfter in Oftober,’ 
1702* Mean while the Scotch convention was diilolved, but 
the commiffion ftill continued in full force, and no want o f  
competency was urged againft it. Soon after, a proclamation 
was lflued in Scotland calling a new Parliament, in which it 
was curforily mentioned that “  commiffioners had been nomi- 
“  nated to treat o f  an Union, & c .”  as it was alfo in the fame 
w ay, that “  the Queen was engaged in a juft and necefTary 

war. This  (light pafTage is the only one that affords the 
leaft grounds for the affertion o f a fpecial delegation • and the 
fimilar paiTage relative to the war, then carried on, may fur- 
mill as good a proof o f  the neceflity o f  a fpecia! notice to 
electors and a fpecial delegation on that head alfo, wbich will 
Scarcely be alleged î and no notice was taken, in any way, 
o f  fo unufual a circumftance as that would have been, if  the 
proclamation had intended to require particular inftruótions to 
be given to the reprefentatives. But the proclamation gives no 
particular dire&ions ; neither do the fummonfes o f  eledtion, 
the returns, (or as they are called in Scotland the commiffions) 
— the minutes o f  election, or the corporation books bear the 
flighted marks ot any thing fpecial. Hiflory, memoirs, tradi­
tion, and the aft  of the Scotch Parliament are all filent on 
that head. In 1703 this Parliament voted the commiffion, then 
exifting, to be terminate and extinft ; and in 170$ the Queen, 
being again empowered by that Parliament, as well as by the 
Englifli Parliament, appointed new commifTioners, and by 
them, without any further communication with the people, 
the treaty was executed in 1706 : the articles were ratified in 
1707, and took effett on the firft o f  M ay in that year, and 
there was no other election or delegation of power whatever.* 

But the inequality in the numbers of the Iriih and Britifli 
members o f  the common Parliament does not evince any dere- 
li&ion or furrender o f  her authority on the parr of lreland,f 
becaufe each country being ftill reprefented preferves its own

power

*  Fora more particular detail, fee the Speech of the Rt. Hon. SylvciUr 
Douglas, April 7,1, 1799, Page 18, et feq. 

f  Fofter, 33. x
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power o f  legiflation, though at the fame time either gives and 
mutually receives a power o f  legiflation over the other ; and 
this power is exactly equal, provided the reprefentative.^be in 
e x a d  proportion to the relative confequence o f  each country 
reipe&ively. W ere a perfect arithmetical equality o f  numbers 
requifite, the incorporation o f  the whole legiflature o f  Ireland, 
as it now (lands, would be inefficient to effect a legal Union : 
but luch an incorporation would be highly unjuft, becaufe it 
would give Ireland much more than her due proportion of in­
fluence.

T h e  efiential principles o f  the conftitution, are, in both 
countries the fame ; and the legifíature of the empire may be 
coniidered as one great machine confiiling ot a fupreme head, 
and two branches, each fimilarly divided into two parts : one 
o f  thefe branches regulates the aiFtirs o f  Great Britain and 
the general concerns o f  the empire at large ; the other legis­
lates only, but exclufively for Ireland. Thi? machine, it ap­
pears, might be greatly Amplified, and therefore materially im­
proved, by blending, in due proportion, rhefe two fe pa rate 
members into one, which, by one a a ,  could adjuit the con­
cern o f  the whole ftate; thus lending to each other additional 
itrength, and removing the poffibility o f  weaknefs and diffrac­
tion o f  council*.

A R G U M E N T S PO L IT IC A L , E X T E R N A L . a j

AGAINST



[  4 6 ]

«

A G A I N S T  A  L E G I S L A T I V E  U N IO N  B E T W E E N  

G R E A T  B R I T A I N  A N D  I R E L A N D ;  /

A R G U M E N T S  P O L IT IC A L , RESPECT ING  7  HE EXTERNAL 

R ELA T IO N S OF IR E L A N D ,  I N C O N N E X I O N  A N D  

I N T E R C O U R S E  W I T H  G R E A T  B R I T A I N .

Settlement o f  T H E  expreffions * m a d e  ufe oi, in th e  refolutions of both 
t Houfes of the Irifh Parliament, on the occafion of the fettle— 

cn auk.qua e. m en t ^  ^ jn thejr t0 the King and the Lord Lieu-
Fofter, tenant, and in both the anlwers to theie addrtiTes, are fuch as 

afford ample proofs, that that adjuftment was legarded as f in a l , 
and was dfeeméd tufKcient ; for it is repeatedly termed a f u l l  
a n d  p erfeft efablif}. m ent o f  the conffitution o f  Ire la n d  ; an in dif-  

Jolubte connexion in unity of inter efts , a n d  unity o f  con ft it vt ton ; —  
fr o m  w h ich , no con fiitution al qui flion can ev e r  a v a il  to d ijiu rb  the 
harm ony o f  the tw o  kingdom s, & c  & c .

"WK n Mr. Flood moved for leave to introduce a bill decla­
ratory o f  the fo ie  and exclu fiv e  right of Ireland to make lavos, l5 c. 
leave was refilled, and a reiolution was paifed, that it was re- 
iufed, “  becauje the foie, feparate, and exclufive right o f  legif- 
lation in the Iriili Parliament, in all cafes, whether internai or 
external, had already been aflerted by Ireland, and fully and 

f  jially'Awé irrevocably, acknowledged by the Britiih Parliament.”  
And l ogj  eat was the general joy and fatisfa£tion, at this con- 
dun ve event, that in their fail addrefs upon the fubject,'the 
Irifh Parliament dedre a day of public and folemn thankigiving 
to G od, for fo great a bleflmg. T h a t iettlement removed irom 
Ireland, all thole evils oi iubje&ion, which an Union would 
again heap upon her.

T h e  fenriments o f  the Britifh Parliament on -that fubjeft, 
feem to have been exa&ly fimilar ; and the arrangement o f  the 
points then in queftion was the ultimate objeót ot the then 
miniflers, Lord Shelburne and Mr. F o x ;  ior, though it has 
been faid, that, after the patting of the bill repealing 6 Geo. I. J 
an addrefs to the King was voted praying him to take fuch fu r ­
ther meafures as, l5 c. no fuch addrefs was ever voted ; but 
when the firil refolution had been paiTed in the Britifli Com ­
mons, declaring “  the connexion indifpenfable,”  &c. and leave 
“  had been given to bring in a bill, an addrefs was voted con­

taining the fubftance of the refolution, viz. “  that the King 
“  would be graciouily pleafed to take fuch meafures as his 

Majefty, in his royal wifdom, íhould think moil conducive
“  to

*  For full quotations, fee the Spcech o f the R t. Hon. John Fofter, 
A p ril n t h ,  1799, in the Irifh Commons.

I  P itt, Addington, Dundae, 1 . \ P itt, 1.
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“  to the eftablifliing by mutual conient, the connexion between 
“  this kingdom and Ireland, upon a folid and permanent bails.”
T h e  addrefs contains bot the word “  further,”  and was not 
voted after the palling of the bill (repealing 6 Geo. I.) which 
was not prefented till June l i t h :  the addrels was voted on the 
17th o f  M ay.

T h e  refolution, in refpeft to future nieafures, feenis to have Bousfield. 
had only commerce in view ; and fo it was afTerted in 1785,  
by Mr. Pitt, and by the Earl of Liverpool (then Mr. Jenkin- 
fon) and on that it was that ministers relied* as the grounds- 
for the neceftity o f  the commercial fyftem of 1785 $ and 
though, it is true, that in reply, Mr. F o x ,  faid it was to extend 
to political objefts on ly ,*  yet he explains thofe political ohjefts 
to be what  really are commercial, by fay if) g that they were to 
“  comprehend the whole fyftem o f navigation o f  the empire.”

T h e  connexion between the two kingdoms was tendered Connexion 
fuffic iently permanent and fecure, by the aft paifed in \'}'6 z,fujjicitnt, 
which modifying Poyning** law, f  enafts, that “  bo bill illali Foiter. 
pafs into a law in Ireland, till it be returned under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain not leaving the connexion a 
bare jundion o f two kingdoms under one Sovereign, as it is faid ; 
bur, making the Britifli minifter aniwerable to the Parliament 
of Britain tor any law paífed in Ireland injurious to the empire, 
or tending towaids the feparation o f  Ireland. T h is  aft does 
indeed certainly create a theoretic difference in the con- 
ftitutions of the two kingdoms, which renders that o f  Ire­
land inferior to the other : yet it is a difference not injurious, 
but neceffary from the fituarion o f  Ireland in the empire.
And though Ireland be not therefore ablolutely independent, Lord Farnham. 
and cannot be fo confidently with her connexion with Great 
Britain, yet die is independent with regard to the right o f  
making laws for her own internal regulation and taxation, 
which ihe folely and exclufively poilefles* For though Ire­
land has not abfohitely the power of enafting any fuch law, as 
it muft be ratified by G reat Britain, yet there is a moral cer­
tainty that fuch ratification never will  be withheld, unlefs in 
cafes where it is really injurious, becaufe the mtereft o f  Great 
Britain neceflarily obliges her to confult the intereil o f  Iieland.

1 his power o f  the Biitiili Parliament to control the third 
eflate of the Irifh Parliament, (in the King’s power o f  ailent) 
is an tifeftual pledge to Great Britain, that no Iiiih aft can 
pals to weaken, or impair the connexion; Ireland alio, at the 
fame time, is, on her part, fecnred as well in her connexion 
with Britain, as in her independence, becaufe, as ihe cannot 
be bound by Britifh law, io neither can any a il  of Britain atler, 
or refcind the connexion, unlefs confirmed, by the aft of Ire­
land herfelf. An aft (imply of the Britifîi Parliament is inade­
quate to throw off the connexion of Ireland, for no Britifh 
is capable of reíciridlng the Iriih annexation aft of Henry V 1IT.

* as
Douglas, 2. 't' P itt, Addington, L ord  M into, Douglas, I ,  4.
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as it was direftly dated by Mr. F.den, (now Lord Auckland) 
when he moved the repeal o f  6 Geo I

r i n o n  , T !'e COnne" iT  r Sr fürtha' by Yelverton’a a ft,
*  Ano ■ Winch was paffed the fame day as the former, adapting all the

Bnt.ih laws, refpeihng commerce, and making them the 
, uniform law of the empire. An Union Is the only poffible

event that can endanger the connexion between the two 
kingdoms ; for then the difcontent o f  the people, magnify­
ing every tnfle, and conftrulng every aft o f  the legislature 
into an injury, would render martial law, or rebellion, the only 
alter native for the unhappy country. But, It Is faid, that the 

prejent connexion has been tried in various ihapes, and In all, 
has tailed o f  the expefted effefls : if fo, there cannot be de­
rived from thence any inducement to Ireland, to put herfelf 
implicitly ui the hands o f  a country, from which, in mere 
partnerihip, (he has derived fo little benefit ; It is rather an ar­
gument for complete feparatlon and entire independence.

Pofter. I h e  conftitution o f  l 7 82,* has obtained for Ireland greater 
blemngs, than at any former period, ihe had ever enjoyed : 
— an increased and íncreaííng affluence ;-r-a flouriihing trade ; 
— an extended commerce. H er progrefs in improvement, 
which, in the twenty years that fucceeded that eftablifhment 
was greater, than in a century before, can he attributed to no 
other caufe, than the reftoration o f  her independence. But 
the eftabliihment o f  1782, which efFe<âed this, is incompati­
ble with an Union ; they are in d ire a  oppofition to each other, 
and by an Union the adjuftment o f  1783, which is fufficient 
for every purpoie o f  happinefs, muft be annihilated.

1 he introdii&ion o f  the propofitions o f  1785, is no argu­
ment againft the permanency, or fufficiency o f the adjuftm?nt 
ot 1782:  thofe propofitions were entirely commercial, and 
did not in any way, touch upon the conftitution ; they were 

d by Mr. Pitt, as being a fupplement to the meafures o f  
[779 an*3 17 8 °  and 1752 ; and, as all that was ne£eflary tQ 
lecure the connexion inviolate, and form a complet$ arrange­
ment : fo was it exprefled by him in the addrefs to the K in g  
moved by him, in the Commons, and accompanied by a fimi- 
lar addrefs from the Lords, expreffive o f  the fame thing.

It was faid, at the time, when the commercial proportions 
were debated in 1785, that « things could not remain as they 
“  w e r e , t h a t  “  commercial jealoufy was roufed, and would 
“  increafe with two independent legislatures and it is now 
argued from thence, that becaufe no compaét has fince taken 
place, matters are ftill in the fame dangerous iituation, and 
require a remedy to be applied to the exilting evil, by one o f  
the only two meafures, which, as is aiTerted, are capable o f  
producing that effe&, viz. a Legiflative LTnion, or a Com ­

mercial
*  Douglas, 6 .
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mercial C om p ad . T h e  fituation of things, however, is now 
materially different from that o f  1785 ; the grounds o f  com* 
mercial jealoufy, that then exiited, have been removed ; and 
all the eflential parts o f  the propofitions then debated, hate 
been adopted in fubfequent laws, which have been paiTed fepa- 
rately, as occaiion required: for inftance ;— Lord H obart’s 
a d  o f 1793, p^rctiic the importation into Great Britain 
from Ireland, o f  all goods the produce o f  the Britiih colo­
nies, or o f  A fia , Africa, or America :— T h e  Iriih a d ,  re­
trainin g the acknowledged right o f  Ireland, to trade within 
the t a i l  India Company’s limit3 :— the adoption in toto o f  the 
navigation a d s  ; the a d s  for the regiftry o f  ihipping ; the 
increafe o f  Ihipping ; the regulation o f  Greenwich Hofpital,
&c. &c.

T hu s, a third method o f  accommodation has been found, 
and has been pradifed, equally effedual with the others, and 
more permanent, becaufe it is founded on mutual interelland 
good will.

T h e  connexion o f  Ireland with Great Britain very much Anon, 
refembles that o f  the Britifli Houfe o f  Commons with the 
crown. In former times that houfe had no concern whatever 
with matters o f  ftate, and aded  merely as a, check to control 
the legiilative prerogative o f the crown : this prerogative, in 
courfe o f  time, has dwindled into nothing ; and, as the com­
muons now enter into all the detail o f  bull nefs, prerogative has 
given way, to the milder, but equally efficacious organ, in­
fluence. T h e  efFeds are nearly fimilar, but cafes have fome- 
times arifen, when the propofed meafure appeared fo hoftile 
to the interefts o f  the country, that it was beyond the power 
o f  the crown to effed it, and no influence was able to obtain 
confent to it.

So, in all common cafes, Ireland is in the habit o f  think­
ing with Great Britain, and acquiefçing in her plans, but itilî 
ihe retains the power o f  dilfenting, whenever the welfare o f  
her c o u n ty  may feem to be menaced. It is not probable that 
the Iriih Parliament would take fo bold a ftep, as to diifent 
from any imperial meafure propofed in the Britiih legiflature, 
without a fuihcient convidion, that in fo doing, they were 
expreffing the will o f  the people : and there is much lefs dan­
ger to be apprehended, from fuch a legal expreflion o f  public 
difapprobation, through the conflituted anthorities, than from 
any other, that might irregularly burft forth, when there were 
no public organ to fpeak the fentiments o f  the nation.

T h e  falfehood o f  the aiferticn, that the t w o  legiflatures Anon, 
çannot exift, without a virtual fubordination of the inferior to 
the 4ecifions o f the other, is proved by the fate o f  the very 
queiLon under difcuflion, when it was agitated in the Iriih

Parliam ent,



A G A IN ST  A N  UNION, &c.

Rudd. Parliament. T h e  government o f  Ireland, compofed o f  the 
K in g ,  Lords an Commons o f  Ireland,* is perfectly inde­
pendent and lubjeft to the control o f  no power under Heaven •
nor is the crown ot Ireland any way fubordinate to the crown 
or Britain, b u t  e<Jual and free

Spencer. It would be a b W  o f  Ireland, with a greatly increafed po- 
p illation, with a fiouriíhing agriculture, extenfive, and ilill 
extending commerce, to refign into the hands o f  another 
country that diftmft, and independent legiflature, which (he 
enjoyed while inconfiderable in point o f  agriculture, com­
merce, and population. A  temporary ftate o f  difturbances 
can afford no grounds for adopting a meafure o f  fo great mag- 
nitude, and in its nature irrevocable : nor is there any con­

f e r  ^  p ° n 1 Wee"r the Cvil> and the , cmedy  propofed.
5c B o if ie ld , j SJ " 'er entertained of the confequences that

may ai lie from diffenfion between the two legiflatures ; and 
many qneilions, it is faid, may be hereafter productive o f fuch 
fatal disagreement. O f  all thefe poffible queftions, however, 
none are pointed out, except thofe o f  peace and war, in- 
eluding treaties, and that o f  regency.

T h e  declaration o f war is the K in g ’ s prerogative, and in 
’ thc Power >s veiled, independent o f  either leaif-

ature. I lie only means pofiefled by Parliament o f  controlinrr
that power .s by withholding fupplies. But if, in that point 

two legiflatures ihould difagree, and the one ihould fup­
port the crown in a war, while the other ihould refufe to 
concur, the only inconvenience that could refult from thence, 
would be, that one country would withhold its affiftance, till

AMiu°0d r *  lnduce it to acquiefce ; while it would
iti I be expofed, equally with the other to all the loiTes and 
ca amities o f  war, becaufe the K in g ’s declaration o f war in­
volves equally all his fubjefts : So that there is little probability
of reuftance, in fuch a cafe, on the part o f  the weaker, and 
more expoied.

L ord Farnham, B ut hiftory does not furniih one inflance, wherirthe hiih  
arliament has withheld its fupport. T h e  motive which has 

produced this uniform Concurrence, is one which muft ever 
produce the fame efFecft, felf-intereft, and felf-prefervation.

he fa""; motive ever has, and ever will occaiion the fame 
concurrence o f the Britiih Parliament with the crown in fuch 
cafes, but it muit operate with greater force upon Ireland than 

eat Britain in proportion as the former Hands in a more de- 
fencelefs condition than the latter.

In making peace, the executive is not fubjeft to embar- 
raliment o f  the fame fort, by  the denial o f  fupply ; and it is 
very unlikely that any nation, efpecially the weaker, ihould

decline
*  Douglas, Cundas, 8-
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decline accepting the bleffings o f  peace, when offered. A nd, 
on the fubjeft o f  treaties, not concerning peace or war, 
which may therefore require the confirmation o f  a legiflative 
adfc, there is lefs reafon for apprehending a disagreement 
between the Irifli Parliament, and that o f  Great Britain, 
than between the latter and the executive ; both, therefore, 
may reft upon the fame footing. There are many things 
hazardous and alarming in theory, which yet in practice are 
fafe and eafy.

I he only que ft ion upon which a difference o f  opinion can 
be faid to have ever a&uaily exifted, between the two legisla­
tures, is rhat o f  the regency in 1789. B u t, in that cafe, 
it was the disagreement o f  two efiates o f  each Parliament 
only, deprived p f  the third which was common to both 
legiflatures ; and it is an inftance o f  a cafe, where the con­
trol o f  the Britifh council over the third eftate, in its 
power o f  affent to the acts o f  the Irifh Parliament, was 
neceffarily extinguiihed. It affords ftrong preem ptive evi­
dence of the efficacy o f  the connexion eftablifhed in 1782, 
that the only inftance o f  difagreement, happened during the 
fufpeniion o f  the bond o f  Union then eftablifhed.

In the cafe o f  Regency, however, no difficulty, in fa£ , 
exifts,^ becaufe, not only the identity o f  perfon in the R e­
gent is, by the annexation A d  o f  Hen. V I I I .  equally 
fecured with that o f  the Sovereign ; but by the law o f  1782, 
concerning the Great Seal, the matter is put beyond ali 
doubt, for the Great Seal mtift be in the hands o f  the Regent 
° f  Great Britain, and without the ufe o f  that Seal, and con- 
fcquently without the concurrence o f  that Regent, all the 
fun&ions o f  the Irifh Legiflature muft be fufpended. I f  any & BúUsfíéu  
difference o f  fîtuation iliould require any local difference o f  
power to be put into the Regent'S hands, the Irifh Parlia­
ment would be as fully competent to eftablifn it, as it now is 
with regard to the Sovereign. B u t it would be filly from 
any apprehenfion o f  theoretic inconvenience, in a cafualty 
that may never happen, to furrender the independence and 
honor o f  the country.

I  he true principle, to which is to be afcribed the prefer- Fofler. 
vation and liability o f  the Britifh Conftitution, is the ba­
lancing check o f  the three eftates o f  Parliament upon each 
other,* which maintains a ju il equilibrium and proportion 
between them all. T h e  fame principle may be applied to 
the .two feparate Parliaments, which, by a fimilar operation, 
may ferve to fecure each other in their juft relations ; fo that 
their mixed powers, like thofe o f  the mixed government, 
ftiall by their feparate exertions, fo checked, preferve the 
fymmetry o f  the whole.

I f
*  Smith, jo.
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I f i he e f f f  * o f  an Uolon* were to be fuch as are promifed, 
Empire, tne ilrengthening the Empire, and increafing its refources,

Foiter, i,,c“  an objeft would certainly judify  very important facrifices 
made to obtain it. But the confolidation o f  the kingdoms 
is already as ftrong, as human policy, or individual intereft 
can make it ; and an Union could have no other effedt, t>ut 
to deprive Ireland o f  the refidence o f  her Parliament : in all 
other refpefts (he would remain prccifely as (he is ; fo that 

a „ n°  addition would be made through her means, to the power 
’ ... ' r ' o f  tne Empire by an Union. On the contrary, it would be

j u  r <!ebllltatini? Ireland: her fpirit would bedebafed, 
and her refources weakened, by being reduced to a ftate o f  
lubjeftiori, by the increale o f  Abfentees, and by the check 

,  , that her trade and manufaSures would fuffer.
arn.iam. It has been argued by the advocates o f  Union, that the 

only mode o f  connexion, which is fufficient* to guard againft 
the danger o f  feparation, is the pcrfeS identity and incorpora­
tion o f  the governments. But admitting this to be juft, it 
affords an argument againft the propofed Union, between 
G reat Britain and Ireland : For, according to the fcheme
propofed, there is not any fubftar.tial diftinftnefs between 
thofe countries, which will riot continue to exi(t, except the 
very material one o f  the Parliaments. T h e  txerutive g o ­
vernments will be diftinfl, the revenues, the appropriation 
ot the funds in each, the treafury wil> remain dittiná, and 
from thence muft ever arife, more or lefs, a diitinftncfs o f  
in te reft. Thefe c.rcumftances render a p e r fe S  identification 
ímpoihble, and according to the fame juft reafoning, ferve 
only to increafe the tendency to feparation. T h e  fuuation 
of Scotland and Wales with regard to England, was totally 
different upon thefe points; they admitted o f a complete in-

Lord Minto C° rP °rdl,0n. and identity. In order to confolidatc the Scotch 
'  ÜRlon> 15 faid, that it was found neceffary to remove by

the abolition o f  the Privy Council of Scotland, that remain- 
mg nucleus o f lo c a l government, and feparate interejl. And yet 
Union with Ireland, accompanied with the diftinftneiTes of 
\ iceioy, Privy Council, Revenues and expences, is expeited

indu ir r é e lle.10 Bnd ÍncO'POration.
Foiler, f ut whatever may be the poflïble, or probable advantages 
& Spencer. derived from an Union, it fhould always be recolleéíed, 

that the meafure once adopted, is irrevocable ; that no means 
will exilt on obtaining- the redrefs o f  any inconveniencies 
that may be found to refult from it ; whereas that i f  a change 
Oi. circumítances fhould  ̂ ever hereafter make it necefTary to 
have recourfe to an Union, it will always be within the power 
ot the Parliament to do fo when occafion may require.

No
*  Plttr, 4,
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N o  very brilliant profped  can offer itfeif to Ireland, q {  Imprudent to 
the advantages to be derived, from putting herfclf again into :n Great 
the hands o f  a Parliament, whofe partial and oppreffive con- 
d u d  towards her, till 1782, was fo truly and forcibly d e f - i oí*er’ 
cribed by M r. Pitt. I t  is a mere play upon words, to fay & Gbold, 
that Ireland will be fecured from a fimilar lituation, by fuch & A non, 

a mockery o f  reprefentation as 100 Members among 558 .*
T h e  fmall proportion o f  Iriih Members would annihilate the Spencer, 
falutary control o f  the conilituents over the reprefentatives ; 
and would anfwer no other purpofe, than to faudion as the Softer, 
voluntary a d  o f Ireland, an ufurpation, which was before ^ 
fuffered only by compulfion, and from which (he was referved '  ^ >4 ’ 
b y  the energy o f  her own Parliament : N o articlesf  o f  -Union 
can ferve as a fecurity, hecaufc it equally lies within the 
omnipotence o f Parliament, that eilabliihed them, to alter, 
or refcind them altogether, at its pleafure. A n d  even i f  Anod. 
there ihould hereafter arife fon>£ liberal-minded Miniftcr in 
England, who ihould be inclined to treat Ireland, with a 
juftice that fhe has not experienced thefc 500 years ; ilill the 
narrow felfifhnefs o f  the Britiih character, would tie up his 
hands, and oppofc fuch an attempt. Nor is any reliance to 
be placed upon its being the duty o f  the legiilatuie to pro­
vide equally, for the benefit o f  the whole Empire. For 
public virtue is not to be depended on ; and therefore it iŝ  
that government is made to conflit o f  a fyltem of checks.
T h e  argument o f  duty may as well be adduced in fupport o f  
a fyftem of abfolute power. I f  the Britiih legiilature be en­
titled to fuch implicit confidence, it were as wife to fend 110 
reprefentatives from Ireland, but let that country give to 
Britain, formally, the fway, which really (he will have.

A t the Union o f  Scotland, it was ilipulated, that the 
Land-tax upon Scotland, fhould never exceed one fortieth o f  
that which was laid upon England .; but now, by the contri­
vance o f  fubdituting a tax on income for a land-tax, S co t­
land is made to pay one eighth o f  the Engüih tax. This  is 
not quoted as a breach, or even an evafion o f  any o f  the 
articles o f  Union, but it ferved to fhew how.futile any lan­
guage, in which.Tuch articles can be expreffed, may, by  the 
accidents o f  time and unforefeen circumliances, be rendered. Spencer,
And Ireland would have the lefs fecurity in Parliament, & G oold, 
becaufe the great diítance would place her reprefentatives & Bousfield, 
beyond the reach of public opinion or cenfure. & Anon*

T h e  example o f  Scotland is conitantly urged, in favour v>l^af eof  Scotland 

the neceffity and good confequences o f an Union :J but there 
is no fimilarity between the iituation3 o f  Scotland and o f  &° Spencer, 
Ireland. Scotland was connected with England, by no & Rudd, * 
other tie, than the accidental circumftance o f  the crown of & Goold,

£  England B°w*eld.

Douglas, 24. f  Ibid. 13. i  Douglas, 8. Smith, 13.
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Spencer,

Anon.

E n g Iand having defcended to the Scottiih Kimr • in alî

S « l 2 ' l . d S
conltitution, the two houfe. o f  Parliament fat together, and

for t h e T ° nS t  n°  COntr°i ° Ver the Purfe o f  the Nation,*
Peers could’ at T ^ r ' " 8 h‘S Prerog atlve in the creation o f  
"L COuld at P!eafure outnumber the votes o f  the Com ­
mons : nor were they pofleffid o f  the power o f délibérâtcm 
for no fubject could come before them, without b e in g fir ft

S Po°n all L e a f ,  Depreffed in trade! fub-
a train o f  *rnf, ? " S -° m,fch‘cvous fo« 'g n  influences, led by 
L  as evenfn i  Jr ^ t0 th eV ei'y bn',lk o f  hoiliIitieS, ffo 
crown o f  F n ^  an aft disjoining the realm from the
r l Z \  at í-he dem!fe ° f  the th™ sign in g  S o v c

.  rich .a d  i n ™ ,

mcreafing commerce, not otherwife attainable J  her, the 
ceffat.on o f  a vexatious fyftem o f  enmity and oppreffion, and 
the certainty o f  a powerful and friendly alliance, together

ration N^r V L , lmPendinS  dang ers o f  total fepa- 
ftate o f  I refend"6 “ « - c e s  is applicable to the

B ut even in Scotland, fo ill-relifhed was the Union that 
only fix years after the conclufion o f  the treaty its W o -

the Upper H .u fe  ; » d  w Î ^ p ^  
by all! the Scotch Peers j f  upon the plea o f  one o f  the arti-

a M alt ta f ^  Vlng,been V,'0lated> !n the ™ Pofition o f
n n d o f r i  ’< ° í  k -n°  T "  be'ng 3 C0UI,cil in Scotland; and o f  their laws being altered in matters o f  the hiVheil 
importance* ®

™ er  Í  n°  h c Z M en C y inr ar8 u‘I18'’ bom  the fame 
grounds , the oppreffion exercifed by Engla.id over each
country, that great benefits were derivable to Scotland from 
an Un.on, but that the meafure would be injurious to Ire- 
Íandr  the «nsfortunes o f  Scotland were it, exigence
and fenfibly felt at the time, and not to be remedied by any 
other means than an Union : Ireland has already freed herfelf
from the oppreffion, that ihe fuffered ; and to her an Union

r “ » e t L r n i ’ bnt to h"  “  * " f ” ™  ° f

It may be obferved alfo that the efficacy o f  an Union, 
is not proved to be fo complete and univerfal, as its advo­
cates aflert, by the condition o f  Scotland ; for it has not 
had power fufficient to prevent two rebellions from takiW  
plaee in that country in the courfe o f  forty years : Nor was 
it able to counteraft the i n t r o d u i t e  o f  French principles

and

*  Douglap, I4 , -f. j b;di „ 3
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and republicanifm, very lately, which made coniiderable 
progrefs in Scotland, as the fate o f  Muir, Palmer, & c. 
fufficiently teilify.

But it appears from the fecret correfpondence between Ld. Farnhaiw. 

the D u k e o f Portland and L o rd  Shelburne in 1782, which 
has been lately difdofed, that the D u k e  had then in con­
templation certain a&s o f  Parliament, which were calcu­
lated to produce all the good effects that are now expedled 
from an Union, fo that Minifters then thought that fuch 
a d s  were fufficient, without depriving Ireland o f  her con­
stitution.

T h e  authority o f  th e 3uftly-celebrated political œconomift, Adam Smith's 
D r. A  Smith, has been quoted in fupport o f  an Union : but °̂ l̂ n not reie* 
i t  ihould be obferved that that gentlemans works were pub- ^non. 
lifhed previous to the material alteration which was produced 
in the condition o f  Ireland, by the recovery o f  Free trade 
in 17 79 . wrote in 17 76 , and that very acquifition,
which was likely to have flowed from an Union, is the prin­
cipal point upon which he dwells, as an argument o f  the 
benefits to be derived from an Union. H is  opinion alfo 
•embraced equally the cafe o f  North America, and recom­
mended an incorporative Union with Britain to thofe States ; 
b ut the American colonies fpurned his remonitrance, and 
vindicated their own independence.

T h e  injuries that will refult from an Union between Gregt Union will injure 
Britain and Ireland, are -not confined to the latter ; Britain Britain. 
will alfo feel its ill effe&s.* Ireland, reduced to the mifera- Anon* 
ble condition o f  a W eil-India colony, will, like St. D om ingo, 
furnifh an eternal fink to thé blood and treafure o f  Britain, 
which mtrft be expended in order to maintain it.

Inflead o f purifying the corrupt condition o f  Parliament, Spencer, 
by mixture with another corrupt body, it will ferve only to 
deteriorate ftill further the Britiih Parliament, by the ad- 
miffion o f  the Iriih Members ; and o f  men fo peculiarly ex- 
pofed to temptation. I t  will be a dangerous innovation in 
the conftitution o f Great Britain, by  the admiffion °^ Q 00y  
foreigners into the Legiflature, for at the moment that a fin- 
gle Member, over whom the country has no control, con­
tributes to enaét any law to bind that country, its conftitu- 
tion is at an end. It will commit England, in a breach o f  Taaffe. 
faith with Scotland, by  infringing on the ftipulated propor­
tion o f the Scotch Members, to thofe o f  the Englifh houfes 
o f  Parliament. A n d  in the wound, which Ireland will re- Bousfield. 

ceive in her conftitution, Britain ought to feel herfelf equally 
attacked ; for fo clofe and intimate is the connexion between 
the tw o countries, that there can be no invafion o f  the rights 
o f  the one, without enfolding in its mantle the liberties o f

the
*  Douglas, 18.
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Cool'd, !in l,hiS mcní ‘rc ther graTul »f the
& Weld, ‘ , fcews l °  bf  tlle, overthrow o f  the Britifli conftitu-
& Anon. !on» by means o f  the additional ftrength which he will de­

rive from the body o f Jriih reprefentativcs.
Parliament net ® u t ’ f ; , , th e r  th o u g h  a!! th e  iu p p o fe d  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  an 

U n io n  w e re  ju ftljr  to  be e x p e c te d  fro m  it ,  y , t  P a r lia m e n t is

S i  T  T r nt ' ?  effea f" Ch a meafl,re> the direaiy
& Sheehÿ, n T ; f i  P  - PP,obat,on o f  tbe PeoP!e-* T h e  power of the
& Bousfield, Parliament has been held in doubt by fome very able
& Goold, esc. ?>en, with regard to the fcptennial bill, by *hich  it only 

prolongs its own duration for a few years: Much more
ep may the extent o f  Parliamentary power be called in 

queltion, p.i to a meafure, which goes to aboliih the Parlia-

f  ?  transfers the right o f  legislation into the 
fla n d s  or a n o th e r  c o u n tr y .

A  M e m b e r  o f  P arliam en t has n o  r igh t  to  delegate  t ha t

Í , t Wp ° , n- y a ‘ d er gate.d trUllt0 himfelf» or to fubftitutè another Parliament for that chofen by the people. Some
years imce, when a bill was introduced in the Iriih Houfc
ot Commons, to incapacitate revenue officers, from voting at
elections o f  M e m b ers  o f  P a rlia m en t, it was contended ou
the part o f  Admimftration, and fuccefsfully too, that Par-
lament had not a right to disfranchife men not convided o f 

a n y  c r im e .

I f  then Parliament was not impowered to disfranchife fome
ob cure individuals, fiirely it cannot be competent to adopt a
meaiure, which will render the franchifes o f  the whole Ivinc- 
dom a mere nullity. 6

Anon. B u t, it is argued, the Septennial Bill was paiTed, and the 
J  . is a proof o f  the competence o f  Parliament; fo alfo the 
various limitations o f  the Crown. But neither the Septen­
nial iiill o f  G eo. J. nor the limitations o f  the crown, at all 
trench upon the conftitution ; they relate only to the régula- 

dlfV n a  branches o f  the conftitution, but that in 
ltfelf remains unaltered. T h e  queftion o f  an Union affeéts 
immediately the conftitution ; for it is an ejential part o f  it, 
to have an Houfe o f  Commons chofen falely by the people, 
and any A c t ,  which fubftitutes for that affembly an Houfe o f 
Commons o f  which five-fixths, arc chofen by a foreign 
ttation, alters materially, and impairs the conftitution. T h e  
introduction o f  a fingle member not chofen by the people 
is a breach o f  the conftitution.

A t  a period o f  the world, when conftitutional rights were 
to JirUe known or underftood, as in the twelfth century,
i-ing John s refignation o f  his crown and kingdom to the 
i. ope was oppofed with violence, by the Barons, becaufe lie

Wcl3
* D ou gh s, Addington, L ord  M iuto, & c. zo.
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tvas not competent, to hand over his people, without their 
confent, to any other mailer. T h e  inftance o f  competence 
iu the Scotch Parliament to a fimilar me a fur e proves nothing, 
becaufe the Scotch Union was treated o f  and concluded, by- 
deputies from the Nation, exprefsly chofen for that purpofe ; 
and Lord  Somers, who was a conftitulionat lawyer, and was 
well aware o f  the incompetency o f  Parliament,^ took care to 
authorize their proceedings by an appeal to the people, and by 
ilating exprefsly in the fummons. which called together the 
Scotch Parliament, that an Union between the two king­
doms was one o f  the fubjects to be laid before them.

T h e  power o f  Parliament, though not abfolute and un­
limited, is competent to every a & , whrrh is not a violation 
o f  the conilitution. N o  more than this, is aíFerted either 
by C ok e  or Blackftone, and both thofe Lawyers give inftan- 
ces o f  ads, to which Parliament is not competent. So it 
Hands recorded upon the authority o f  the Parliament and 
people o f  England— an endeavour to fubvert the conftitution, 
or violate the fundamental laws, was declared to amount, oil 
the part o f  the K in g ,  to an abdication o f  his Crown : it 
will not, furely, be contended that the K in g  is the only 
branch o f the Legiilation that may not with impunity fub­
vert the conilitution, or that has an original compact with 
the people.

L ord  C o k e ,*  and Sir W illiam Blackftone,f however high Anon, 

their authority, aie not the only writers un this fubjeft, 
who have afferted the incompetence o f  any Sovereign, 
whether an abfolute monarch or a delegated Parliament, to 
alienate or transfer into other hands the right o f  legiflation : 
it is equally the opinion o f  Grôtius, J Puffendorf,  ̂ and 
L o c k e .  || L o rd  Coke [̂ goes fo far as to deny the power o f  
Parliament to depute its authority, even for a fmgle feilion, 
and even to men fele&ed from itfelf, and members o f  its 
own body.

B u t in cafe an Union be ena&ed, Parliament will b e  & L d .  Farnham. 
competent hereafter to refcind i t ,— or it w ill  n o t . If n o t , 
the whole doclrine o f  the omnipotence o f  p a rlia m e n t va n iih es.
I f  it be competent, then that power o f  difTolvirig the Union 
will reft in the Britiih Parliament ; and i f  it fhould happen 
that an Union prove injurious to Britain, then the Britiih 
Legiilature will make ufe o f  that power, and Ireland will 
be caft off. But, on the other hand, i f  the unfortunate 
confequences o f  an Union ihould fall upon Ireland, however

heavy
4  Douglas, 23. * Inftit. p. 43. f  Com . B. i.e. I.

\ De jure belli et pacis, L . 1. c. 4. § 10.
§ D e  le g : naturæ et gen. L .  8. c. 12. § 6.
|j On Government. Part 2d. c. i i . § 14 1.

Ib.--------------------------------c. 19 . § 212.
H 4 Inftit. p. 43.
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Taaffe.

Dr. Drennan.

ÍoraVrelieh/  Ï Î Î 1 ^  “ ay fuffer’ fne ^  »  vainreuer, ihe will have no power over the United Parlia

the" ;  ar  conf« lu« » ly  no power, on her part, to procure

L r /  f ° "  / 0mpaa  ° f  Union- Thus> «'hen Scot­
land, a few years after the concluiion o f  the Union, thoueht

t i o n J T T l  \ Y *,he imp? <iti0!1 ° f  a ma,c ‘ a x / in  X  t ]on, at leaft o f  the letter o f  the treaty,-and vviihed for a

T  °I- the,U m on> file fa;^d o f  fuccefs in the attempt 
notwithstanding the unanimous fupport o f  the Scotch Peers’ 
«  the Upper-houfe, where the motion was made ’

tn  m l  r ’ f  i lMÍl’ WOuld have i[ in he'- power always 
to  make fuch alteration in the terms o f  the treaty as mi/ht
uit her intereft, or caprice: and numberlefs inftances exift 

in proof o f  the little reliance that is to be placed on the

th '  1" * ‘ t  ° s  L  *

“ ■ ar ? u ed . b7  an° ther gentleman, who feems to (land 
go n e  h,s opinion that the prefent connexion between

al p A k n lfl- Ireland, cannot be permanent, that it is

ad d fn Jti  r g t0WardS diir°!uti011’ but that inftead of 
adding ftrength to ,t, an Union will lead immediately to

Separation, bofttle and republican ; and that the only method of
guarding agamft this, and confolidating the connexion by
firmly uniting the interefts o f  the two k in g d o m s, is a c Z

£  ’  fo n d ly ,  feparation, and the eftabliihment o f total

5 C° nftÍtUtinS ’  in each ifland, a feparate and 
independent monarchy, and fecuring the alliance, by placing 
the Crown o f  Ireland „n the head o f  fome o f  the y o u n g s  
branches o f  the reigning family, on the Britiih throne.

I N



I N  FAVOUR  O F  A  L E G I S L A T I V E  U N I O N  B E T W E E N  

G R E A T  B R I T A I N  A N D  I R E L A N D ,

A R G U M E N T S  P O L IT IC A L , A S  R E S P E C T I N G  T H E  

IN T E R N A L  I N T E R E S T S ,  P E A C E ,  A N D  

P R O S P E R I T Y  O F  I R E L A N D .

S M A L L  liâtes are always, expofed to the dangers o f  inter- Small fa tes  
nal convulfion, and o f  external fraud and oppreifion. It is expofed to danger, 

large ilates only, and extenfive communities, which can pof- iriih Patriot, 
fefs power fufficient, for protection againft foreign encroach- Anon, 
ments, and internal diiTeniions. H iitory affords a confirma­
tion o f  this remark, in the conduit o f  the ancient Hates o f  
Greece and Italy, o f  the fmall kingdoms of the Saxon H e p ­
tarchy, o f  the ancient divided territories o f  Ireland itfelf, 
o f  the fe para te governments o f  England and Scotland in 
the courfe o f  fevcral centuries, & c. Ac the prefent tera the
infecurity o f  fmall itates is evinced, in the misfortunes, to
which the difcordant powers o f  Italy, and the imperfect con­
federacy o f  Switzerland, have been expofed.

It was by a firm Union o f  her feparate Members, that 
G reat Britain was enabled, to overcome the difficulties which 
embarrafled her, to put an end to internal quarrels, and raife 
her power and influence among nations to that exalted rank 
in which ihe now Itands. Ireland, too fmall to be capable 
o f  maintaining herfelf independent, is the only part o f  the 
Britifh Empire, that, at this day, is not united to the reft, 
by a firm and undivided Government. T h e  fecurity o f  fuch
an Union is equally neceflary for the removal o f  his own
internal commotions, as for the ilrengthening the refources 
and powers of the Empire at large.

T h e  leaíl refleótion upon the internal condition o f  Ire- Internal con- 
land ; the dreadful cruelties exercifed by the ferocious enemy ; dltl0n o f  Irela n d  

the lamentable feverities that in confequence became necef- rcmety' 
fary ; the hoitile divifions o f fedts ; the animofities exiiling ^ tf> 
between the original inhabitants, and the more recent fet- & Addington, 
tiers ; the unfortunate want o f  civilization, more remark- % x n°n’ 
able in that country, than any other almoit in Europe $ the 
unhappy prevalence o f  Jacobin principles, arifing out o f  the 
foregoing caufes, and augmenting their malignity.— T h e  
leaft reflection on thefe melancholy and too evident circum-

itances,



43 IN FAVO U R  OF A N  UNION, &c.

&  Douglas.

Smith.

Prefent Go* 
•vernment o f  Ire• 
lone/} not able U 

procure it.

Addington.

Ireland the mo/i 
'vulnerable part 
t>f the Empire. 

Smith.

fiances, will point out the abfolute neceflky 0f  fome change
oi fy item. N o meafure Items fo likely to effeft a remedy 
as the formation o f  a legiflature removed from danger, and 
umnilamed by the prejudices and paffions, that diftraft the 
co u n try*  Thefe qualities a general Imperial Parliament 
would eminently poffefs, combined, at the fame time, with 
all the requifite local information and attachment.

T h e  intereils o f  the two Iflands are fo united’, that it is 
not poffiblc, to ipeak to that o f  either, without including 
in the confideration, the concerns o f  the other; but 
though Ireland were alone implicated in the prefent difcuf- 
iion, the adoption o f  another fyltem is o f  the higheft impor­
tance, and the diitradted Hate o f  that country feems to 
point out the tllabliihmer.t o f  an Imperial iegiflature, as the 
only means o f  healing its bleeding wounds, and reftoring its 
long-Iofl tranquillity.

Ireland is as well calculated, by nature, as any country 
upon earth, to enjoy every pofiible bleffing, and yet, its 
:iate has never, a t  any period, been fuch as to afford fatif- 
faition, on account o f  the feuds, and animoiities that have 
ever prevailed, and have alternately injured and irritated both 
Roman Catholic, and Proteftant, and prejudiced them 
againft each other. T h e  form c f  Government, though 
iimilar to that o f  Great Britain, was not competent to 

'remove thefe calamities, becaufe it did not beftow and re­
ceive general confidence and proteftion ; for it was not con- 
nefted by an indiffoluble tie, with the obvious interefts, the 
feelings, and the opinions o f  the great body o f  the people • 
N o  remedy can be efFeftual, but fuch as will ftrike at the 
root o f  the evil, by putting an end to the ftruggles for 
power between different bodies o f  the people, and render­
ing the Proteftants and Catholics o f  the two countries one 
Nation, under the authority and proteftion o f  one Parlia­
ment ; f  which (hall be free from the prejudices, the fears and 
the hatreds o f  either of the contending parties in that 
kingdom.

T h a t  Ireland is regarded by the enemy, as the moil vul­
nerable part o f  the Empire, and that her condition is, by 
them, attributed to her domeftic convulfions and diftraitions, 
we have too ample teftimony in the declarations and condua 
o f  Hoche, Humbert, Tone, & c . f  in the Reports o f  the 
Secret Committees, &c. Sec. But the ftate o f  Scotland has 
been urged, in this re fp eâ , in oppofition to the benefits of 
an Union, becaufe treafon has, notwithftanding, found its 
Xvay into that country alfo : If, however, the Scotch have

bees

*  Foilcr, 54. f  Ibid. 5 6, J Fofter, Bousfidd, 58.



been tainted with difaffe&ion, and fedition did appear among 
them, it fheuld be remembered that the difeafe was derived 
from the contagion o f  Ireland ; and this circumilance ferves 
only to afford a more convincing proof, o f  the neceffity 
to  the whole empire, o f  fome meafure, that will purify that 
fource o f  fedition.

Some o f  the principal defe&s o f  Ireland, and an abundant Smith, 
fountain o f  calamities, are well known to be the want o f  ca­
pital and induilry ; thefe wants, no method is fo likely to 
remedy, as mixing with a people, that can amply fupply her 
with both.

B u t the great misfortune o f  Ireland is the divifion o f  its Religious Dijlinc- 
people, by the diílinétion o f  religions : this more particularly ilon mhfor- 
requires the interference o f  fome regulating power, that is tune ° f  Irel°nd. 
placed, beyond the fphere o f  danger, or prejudice.* In the & Dou&las> 
prefent date o f  things, the Proteftant fees the afcendancy, 
and even the exiitence o f  his religion, expofed to danger, 
from any further extenfion o f  the privileges, and powers o f 
the Roman Catholics : and on the other hand the Romaniils, 
increafing every day in power and influence, equally feel the 
eftabliihment o f  the National Church to be a grievance ; fo ^  Addin t 
that it is equally perilous to comply with the fears o f  one & Lor^Mimo 
party, or to grant the claims o f  the other. T h is  difficulty &Dundas. 
would be obviated by an united legiilature, which might be 
able, in time, to remove all the grievances o f  the Roman C a ­
tholic, without fubje&ing the Proteftant to any poffible rifle.
. ^iat C.a ê> it  Roman Catholics were to be admitted Remedied by an 
into the united Parliament, their weight, in the general re- Union. 
prefentation, would be but as feathers in the fcale ; f  all pofli- 
bility o f  encroachment on the Proteilant eftablifhment, through £  AddjnSton> 
the means o f  an Imperial Parliament, would be done away ; & ¥ Drd Miat®» 
and the favourite argument o f  preponderating numbers, would 
be diffipated in a moment. O n the other hand, fhould the 
Romaniils continue to be excluded ; a barrier o f  tenfold 
ilrengLh, would be placed between their wifhes and the ac- 
comphihment o f  them : Inftead o f  a minority o f  fellow citi­
zens, they would have to contend with the united legiilature, 
and̂  a majority o f  Proteflants in the empire, greater than 
tneir own boaited majority at home.

It  has been faid that the conceffions, made to the adherents Addington, 
o f  that religion in 1793, arc fuch as to “  threaten the over- 
“  throw o f the Proteilant eilabliihment in Ireland, and ha­

zard both the connexion with Great Britain and the iuc- 
“  ceffion o f the Houfe o f  Hanover.”  There are but two 
modes, in which the effe&s o f that meafure can be remedied ; 
either by an Incorporative Union, or by the re-enaélion o f 
the repealed code o f popery laws. T o  the latter, it is uni-

G  verfally
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verfally allowed, there are radical and infuperable obje&íons Í 
& Earl of Clare, A n d  it is worthy o f  remark, that it was not till after the re- 
(Speech 1793.) peated efforts o f  the Irifh Parliament had proved abortive, 

and the objedt was abandoned, that, as the only remaining 
refource, in the diílreífed ftate o f  the kingdom, the penal 
code o f  popery laws was ena&ed.

Addington, Jt would, befides, be a fatisfa&ory refle&ion to thofe
&  Dundas. Romanifts, who are poifeffed o f  the ele&ive franchife, that, 

in the exercife o f  that power, they were no longer about to 
delegate a body of men, whom they are too apt to regard as 
hereditary enemies, adverfe to their intereils and religion; b u t 
that thofe, whom they fhould ele&, would be mixed among 
a great majority o f  men, uninfluenced by  the prejudices, 
which are by  them imputed, whether juflly, or not, to the 
Proteftants, and Parliament o f  Ireland.

Parliamentary ^  review o f  the origin and progrefs o f  the parliamentary
vicious. r( an fyftem o f Ireland, will clearly ihevv chat, as well as the fyftem

Anon. o f  government, it is alfo in itfeif radically vicious ; that it 
Impartial view cannot fubfift in its prefent ftate, and can only be remedied 
ofthecaufes by, either a reform, or an Union with Great Britain. A t  a 
leading to, &c. t ;me Uke the prefent, when the pruning knife o f  reform, has 

been changed for the axe of demolition, fo that the fmalleil infet 
to innovation admits a torrent fufficient to deilroy the fabric, 
which it was the defign to fecure, no thinking man will wifh 
to have recourfe to the former means. A n  Union then re­
mains, as the foie remedy.

T h e  rebellion, under Queen Elizabeth, had occafioned for­
feitures to a great extent, in point both o f number and value. 
In order to occupy thofe lands and contribute to their im­
provement, James I. fent over a colony o f  Proteftants. But 
thefe fettlers were expofed to all the animofities o f  the bar­
barous natives, who differed from them in religion, in lan­
guage, in laws, and in all the habits o f  fociâl intercourfe. 
I t  became neceffary, therefore, to provide for their fecurity 
by fome extraordinary means ; and for that purpofe the K in g  
ere&edJixty-feven Proteftant corporations, which were allow­
ed the privilege o f fending, each, two reprefentatives to fit 
in Parliament ; and in this circumitance, it was, that the 
inftitution o f  an Iriih Parliament commenced ; for previoufty, 
there had exifted only the Affembly o f the Pale, which was no 
Parliament.

T hus arofe a hofiile Parliament, in a hoftile country, a 
government, whofe views were oppofite to thofe o f  the peo­
ple governed ; and confequently whatever benefited the one 
muft have been the injury o f the other : and the degradation 
o f  either muft: have, reciprocally, ferved to exalt the other. 
N o  fyftem could be more formidable ; it induced a neceffary 
reciprocity o f  coercion and refiftance. T h e  hands o f  the

Protcftants
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Froteftants were farther ftrengthened by Cromwell ; he 
cre&ed new boroughs, and made new diftributions o f  the 
property o f  the papifts. I t  feems to have been the defign o f  
James II .  to oppofe this fyftem o f  corporations, and to re- 
iiore the Roman Catholic proprietors, to their due weight, 
in the fcale o f  power. B u t his abdication, at once, put an 
end to thefe - fchemes, and made w ay for the Revolution ; 
which while it provided England with fecurity for life, liber­
ty and property, ferved, in Ireland, only to throw additional 
chains upon the people, to exclude the Romanics from the 
legiilature, to deprive them o f  all means o f  education, and 
to place new power in the hands o f  the Proteflant ariitocracy.

T o o  public notoriety and too fad experience render it un*- 
neceÎTary, to record the melancholy effeéts o f  this policy, 
both, upon the face o f the country, and upon the manners, 
o f  its inhabitants. Induilry and emulation were baniihed ; 
the Iriih people was reduced to a nation o f  herdfmen, and 
the only art that remained to be cultivated, was that o f  
making the rents for the oppreflive landlords.

A t  the acceifion o f  the prefent Royal Family, the attention o f  
G reat Britain was in a great meafure turned away from Ire­
land, by the agitation, which had fucceeded the fettlement 
o f  the Houfe o f  Hanover upon the throne, together with 
the multiplied foreign concerns with which fhe was then occu­
pied : and Ireland was left in the hands o f  her own ariftocracy, 
which confequently increafed in power ; and, aifuming to 
themfelves the complete control over the Lords Lieutenant 
who were fent there, incapacitated, them totally from paying, 
attention to the; complaint^ and fufFerings o f  the people, 
when any o f them fnould by chance penetrate to the vice­
roy’s car. In order to break this overbearing ariftocracy, 
L o rd  Townihend was fent to Ireland, as L ord  Lieutenant. 
T h a t nobleman put downeffe&ually the reigning fafiion, but 
it was only by elevating upon its ruins an oppoiite faction, 
whofe conduct, and principles, and views were precifely 
fimilar.

T h e  fcheme, fince then purfued, in order to carry on the 
bufinefs o f  government, has confided in temporizing between 
the adverfe parties ; but ilill the fame barrier remains between 
the crown and the people, and mud remain without a poffi- 
bility o f  being overcome, as long as the prefent fyftem o f  
reprefentation continues, becaufe the preponderance o f  the 
borough intereft in the Iriih Commons, puts it always in the 
power o f the ariilocracy, by the coalition o f five or lix prin­
cipal pofTefTors o f  boroughs, to take into their own hands, the 
power o f  government ; and to oppofe an infurmountable ob? 
itacle to the beft intentions o f  the Sovereign towards the 
people. T h is  fyftem cannot be fupported, unlefs the coer-

cioDv



cion exercifed by the ariilocracy be increafed, proportionably 
to the numerical mcreafe o f  population : but, fuch a train o f  
reciprocal exertion and coercion muit neceffarily tend to diffo- 
lution ; the wifeft minifters o f  Great Britain, therefore, from 
that period to the prefent time, have been o f opinion, that 
an Union was the only meafure capable o f fa v in g  Ireland from 
the horrors o f  civil hoftilities.

Advantages of J 1 ’f  ™ n’ that the a b a t e s  o f  the fettlemcnt o f  1 782, 
1 7 8 2 ,  not obtain-  ̂ 1 adjuftment, with the conilitutional and commercial 
cd by Parliament, advantages obtained about that time, as a proof o f  the excel- 

lence o f  the parliamentary fyftem, or, as they fay, o f  a dor­
mant patriotic energy in the conftitution o f  Ireland, becaufe 
thofe were not the meafures o f  Parliament, but were wrung 
from a fulky anftocracy, by an armed people: the volunteer 
army was arrayed againft the Irifh Parliament.

T h e  parliamentary conftitution o f 1782 had the fame radi­
cal vice with that o f  James I. it did not embrace the body 
ol the people ; and its efl'eâs were to render the government 
of the country, im praticable to the executive minifter, unlefs 
carried on by a fyftem o f  corruption, commenfurate to the 
extent and power o f  thé ariftocracy ; becaufe the interefts o f  
the ariftocracy, and thofe o f  the people are at variance.
. A t  thls Peri°d >t was, that the French principles o f  fedi- 

tion and democracy were introduced into Ireland : but g o ­
vernment was fo clogged by the weight o f  that ariftocratical 
Taction, that the executive minifters had no power to oppofe 
an e Feéhial refiftance ; and thus, were thefe deftruftive prin­
ciples allowed to extendj and fortify themfelves.

A t  length the Sovereign, and the Britiih cabinet thought
proper, to attend to the claims of the Roman Catholics o f
Ireland. I t  was then, that the ariftocracy, alarmed at the
indulgence granted and afraid o f  further concevions, laid the
foundation o f  the Orange Society, and formed themfelves into
an army o f  Orangemen. T h e  oppreffions exercifed by this
fociety upon the Romanifts were very grievous, and ferved,
in a great degree, to force the great body o f  the peafantry
into the views o f  the oppofite fociety o f  United Irifhmen, and 
into rebellion. J

A t  the fame time, the power o f  that faction became fo 
great as to oppofe the inclinations and efforts o f  the Lord 
Lieutenant, and force out o f  the kingdom, the only officer, 
whole ikill and experience were capable o f faving the country, 
from the miferies o f  a rebellion on the eve o f  breaking out, 
and the dangers o f  an expeded invafion. A t  laft even the 
L o rd  Lieutenant himfelf was forced, by the violence o f  this 
taction, to leave Ireland.

T h e
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T h e  vigour and fteadinefs o f  his fucceffor, Marquis 
Cornwallis, has fince in a great meafure fubdued them ; 
but that Nobleman’s admin ill ration muft, at laft, have an 
end ; and at his departure, the flames o f  civil difcord will 
revive, with increafed fury, unlefs they be extinguifhed 
either by an Union, or by a Reform ; which in the prefent 
temper o f  the world, is too dangerous to be practicable.
Indeed, as long as the prefent ftate o f  things continues, the -j .̂Kenna 
two fa6tions, who contend for power, muft be tolerated, or 
even, in fome degree encouraged by the fupreme Govern­
ment ; and confequently the country muft ever be kept in 
a ftate o f  diftra&ion. T i l l  all the inhabitants be placed upon 
an equal footing, fo that all jealoulies ihall be removed, and 
equal fcope, and encouragement given to the induftry o f  
all, Ireland can never enjoy prosperity, or tranquillity : 
this an Union would ferve to efFedt, by removing the caufe 
and obje&s o f  contention.

A n d  as, out o f  the very frame and conftitution o f  the D un(j as 
Parliament o f  Ireland, arifes the want o f  that confidence 
between the governors and the governed, which is effential 
to good government, the interference o f  the Britifli Parlia­
ment is admirably calculated to reitore peace and confi­
dence, by removing thofe conftitutional vices, which are 
the fource o f  the evils fuffered, and by granting to the peo­
ple o f  Ireland, what is beyond the reach o f  their local Par­
liament, a free participation o f  all the privileges, enjoyed by 
their fellow-fubje&s o f  Great Britain.

A t  prefent, Ireland has no ihare in the legiflation ofDundas, 
Great Britain, nor o f  the Empire ; fhe can take no part in & D°llglas- 
the regulations refpeéting the foreign pofleflions o f  Britain ; 
nor even thofe in St. G eorge ’s channel, or on the oppolite 
coaft o f  France, though, it is obvious, how much the com­
mercial and political interefts o f  Ireland may be affe&ed, 
by fuch regulations. B y  the admifiion o f  her reprefentatives 
to be incorporated with thofe o f Great Britain, Ireland be­
comes a part o f  that body, whofe voice is heard, —  not in 
Europe only, but in the four quarters o f  the world ; and 
immediately acquires her proportionate fhare in all thefe 
great concerns : and Ireland will fpeak, as well through the 
influence and fuffrage o f  every Member chofen in Great 
Britain, as by the mouth of her own immediate reprefenta­
tives ; for the interefts o f  that ifland will be as much the 
obje£t o f  the duty and intereft o f  the whole body, to attend 
to, as thofe o f  any part o f  the Britiih Empire. T h e  deci­
sion, however, o f  all cafes merely local, will probably be 
left to the Irifli Members, as it ufually happens, in fimilar 
cafes, with regard to the Scotch reprefentatives, when the 
fubjç£t o f  debate relates merely to Scotland.

Ireland
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<Zt7o' ovcrTbc IreIand 1S not now poíTefíed o f any control over herpwrt 
executive. executive government ; for the third eilate, or executive o f  

Dundas. Ireland is neceffarily and inevitably the fame as that o f  
Great Britain ; and it, therefore ads, with regard to the 
whole Empire, by the advice o f  Britifb Minifters, amenable 
to the Britifh Parliament alone, and not, in any -manner, to 
Ireland ; not even as to the affairs o f  Ireland, which pafs 
through the K in g ’s hands. From this important privilege, 
Ireland, as a fepar'ate ilate, muil ever be debarred; but, 
becoming by an incorporate Union, a part o f  the Britiih 
legiilature, fhe obtains, equally with Great Britain, the 
privilege o f  control over the Minifters o f  the Crown.

Union 'will reme- ] t  has been argued by many, (even o f  thofe, who have

% m n Z 7 e n0t borrowed» fr°m their predeceffors in Scotland, the ab- 
furd phrafeology, o f  foreign Government, foreign Minifters, 

foreign Parliament, as applied to thofe o f  Great Britain,) 
that Minifters in London have neither opportunity, nor 
means o f  acquiring fuch detailed knowledge o f the charac­
ters, circumftances, and interefts o f  Ireland, as may be ne- 
ceffary, in order to form a true judgment o f  the juftice or 
policy o f  their meafures : and that therefore, they ought not 
to interfere in the government o f  that ifland. This conclu- 
lion is abfurd, becaufe the adminiftrators o f  the fupreme 
government muft necefTarily refide near the perfon o f  the 
Sovereign, who holds the executive authority equally over 
both ; but the premifes may in fome inftances have been 
true. T h is  evil however, arifmg from the want o f infor­
mation o f Britifh Minifters, with regard to Ireland, will 
meet a perfed remedy in the incorporation of the two legif- 
latures : for that meafure will neceffarily draw to the feat o f  
government men from Ireland, who are acquainted with all 
parts o f  the kingdom and all its affairs, with the various 
circumftances o f  its trade and manufadures, with its cha- 
radcrs and its property ; who will be near the Minifter, or 
the Sovereign, when the affairs o f  their country are under 
confideration ; or will be ready, with their talents, their 
influence, and their fuffrages, to fupport in the Imperial 
legiilature, whatever their duty may require.

Douglas. But, fay they,* a Parliament, fitting in London, cannot 
be competent to tranquillize Ireland and eftablifh fubmiflion 
to the L aw s, or to promote its profperity ; becaufe, “  it will 
** be at too great a diftance to adminifter, in time, to the 
“  wants and wiihes o f the people, or to guard againft exceffes 
“  and difcontents.”  B u t  thefe cares fall into the department 
o f  the executive ; it is the province o f  the executive govern­
ment, and by no means o f  the Legiilative body, to difpenfe

inftant
v * Foftcr, Spencer,
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mftáflt flavours, or apply inftant coercion, on emergencies ; 
fubjeft afterwards to the invefligation t)f the Legislature.

M uch ftrefs has been laid upon the effe&s produced in 
Dublin by the proceilion o f the Houfe o f  Commons through 
the ftreets ; it is, however, but an ill compliment to the 
Parliament, or the people o f  Ireland, to afcribe to fuch a 
circumftance as that, the diftinguiihed part, which the Irifh 
Legiflature had in fuppreíTing the rebellion.

Befide commercial advantages, and thofe o f  general and advantage 
relative policy, and legiflation, Ireland would gain, by an - an ntun' 
Union with Great Britain, others much more important,—  
general civilization ; habits o f  morality and true religion, 
inftead o f  blind fuperilition and fanatical ra g e ;*  uniform 
fubmiilion to law, together with a gradual extin&ion o f  the 
fpirit o f  diilurbance, infurre&ion, plunder, and mwiTacre, 
which has prevailed, with more or lefs violence, among the 
people o f  Ireland, as far back as their authentic hiilory can 
be traced ; efpecially f?nce the period, which, eilabliihed the 
divifion o f them into Proteftants and Papifts.

T h e  fuppoiition that thefe good eife&s are more likely to 
be produced by a refident Parliament, is inftantly contro­
verted by experience, which reminds us, that in a courfe o f  
ages, a refident Parliament has not been able to effedl thefe 
improvements.

I f  an Union were to have the efteft o f  increafing the n̂ĉ af o f  
number o f  Abfentees from Ireland, yet that i n c o n v e n i e n c e unttr" 
would be counterbalanced, by the increafed predeliction, p-tt 
that fuch a change would probably occafion, for Engliih 
habits, and for the Engliih conftitution ;f* and by promoting 
that connexion between the higher and lower orders o f  fo- 
ciety, wThich is fo much wanting in Ireland : it would be 
more than compenfated, by the addition to the aggregate 
ftock o f  wealth and commerce, which the adoption o f  an 
Union would produce ; and" by the fupply o f  an ufeful fet 
o f  men, who would replace abfent proprietors o f  land, and, tj

•'by their confumption, would equally encourage trade and °
manufa&ures, which their ikill and induftry .would at the 
fame time direft.

But, as the reduced number o f  reprefentativcs would counteract*J9 
much increafe the difficulty o f  obtaining a feat in Parliament, 
no man, who was a permanent abfentee, could expe£t to 
retain influence fufíicient to be returned ; and this circum­
ftance would rather induce many, even o f thofe now refident 
in England, to fpend a large portion o f time on their eilates, 
in order to court the favour o f  ele&ors.

The
* Foíter, Ce^fe your Funning, 57 . 
f  Foiler, Spencer, liousficld, Rudd, 58 , & c
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and o f no conje- T h e  metropolis o f  Ireland has no g r o u n d s  f o r  the alarm,

which Ilas felt for its profperity ; becaufe it would Hill
& Smith, continue to be the re fide nee o f  the Viceroy, the feat o f  the

Courts o f  Law, civil and ecclefiailical,— of the Revenue,_
o f  the Univerfity,— and the Head-quarters o f  the A r m y ;*  
and becaufe it would ilill be the centre o f the commerce o f  
this Kingdom, in an increafed ilate o f  vigour :— objects o f  
much greater importance than the temporary refidence o f  a 
certain number o f Members o f  Parliament.

Dean Tucker. B u t it is a vulgar notion, that money is riches ; induilry 
and frugality are the  ̂ riches o f  a ilate, and money is only 
the fign o f  them ; its circulation in a country is ufeful, 
only as it promotes the circulation o f  labour and induilry : if  
not productive o f this effeft, the greateil quantity of'gold, 
and filver, initead of being beneficial, is a detriment to the 
community. Spain has had fad experience o f this- truth : 
Spain once abounded with induilry and manufactures, but 
when gold and filver flowed in, from the mines o f  Mexico 
and o f Peru, and were obtained without labour, all her appa­
ratus o f manufactures, her looms,- and her induilry were laid 
afide ; and Spain became one o f the pooreft, and woril cul­
tivated countries in Europe. Such is the cafe, in every town, 
which is the feat o f  diffipation and luxury, where money is 
idly fcattered, and induilry is not requifite to obtain it : 
idlenefs, and poverty were glaring amidil the fplendor, and 
profuiion o f  Verfailles ; fo, alfo, it is found at Vienna, at 
Berlin, at Munich, at Drefden, at Naples, at every town, 
which is the refidence o f  a Court ; for the feat o f  profperous 
manufacture is ever removed from the haunts o f  difíipation. 
T h e  fame contrail is found in our own towns ; immenfe 
fums o f  money are fpent, every year, at Bath, by a con- 
courfe,. on an average, o f  20,000 ilrangers, in every fort o f  
luxury, pleafure, and extravagance ; yet the inhabitants o f  
Bath are not rich, nor has any one manufacture fprung up 
among them, though there is not any town more admirably 
fituated, by nature, for the feat o f  manufacture.

W hen Edinburgh was the refidence o f  a Court, and a 
Parliament, it was a very poor place, but it is now become 
a great and wealthy city, thriving in trade and manufactures. 
T h e  contrail is apparent even in London, between the 
Court and the C ity  end,— between the idle fickly bufmefs o f  
Bond-ilreet, and the ilirring aCtivity o f  Cheapfide or Corn- 
îiill : A n d  before diiîipation and prodigality had arrived
at fo great a pitch in Dublin, there were flouriíhing' 
manufactures, eitabliihed in the Liberty ; now a fcene o f  
mifery and defolation : I t  is not, then, to the refidence o f
a Parliament or a Court, that the fuccefs o f  thofe manufac­

tures
*  Jervis, Goold, Taaffe, W eld, Rudd, 62.
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tures is to be attributed ; fince they have failed while that 
Parliament and Court were Hill réfutent ; in confequence, 
probably o f  the accompanying difiipation and luxury.

B ut Dublin is apprehenfive, that the trade o f  its port, Trade of Dublin 

will be transferred to better harbours ; that Cork, D e r r y , in fl° fangtr» 
G alw ay, Belfail, will attrait it, while Dublin will decline : 
though were there any real probability o f  this being the 
cafe, ilill Dublin would be no lofer ; for it mud not only 
profit b y  the increafing profperity o f  any part o f  the K in g ­
dom, but alfo, as it muft ever continue to be the feat o f  the 
Treafury and National B ank, it muil ever continue to he 
the centre o f  exchange for univerfal commerce, and, con- 
fequently, mull become the fcene o f  proportionate and 
increafed trade : beiides, .the circurnftance of the numerous Arguments for 
canals cut through all the Weftern parts o f  England, and 0  ̂ °
communicating with London, and thofe making from D u b ­
lin through Ireland, will contribute much to increafe its 
commerce with England, and will make it the depot, for 
the confumption of the kingdom, in all articles o f  Britifii 
manufacture.

T h e  fears o f  Dublin, however, for the local lofs o f  trade Dean Tucker, 
are otherwife ill-founded, for trade does not always follow 
the beil ports ; and when once an eftablifninent has taken 
place, it is difficult to remove it to another fituation ; its 
relations and habitudes are its fecurity. N o  ports are 
more inconveniently circumilanced for trade than London,
Briftol and Liverpool ; yet this defedt has not removed 
their trade to the fpacious and admirable harbours o f  Portf- 
mouth, Plymouth, or Milford, becaufe the artificial bafis 
o f  their eflablifhment, has become too broad, for the difad- 
vantages, under which they labour, to overturn it.

Dublin has, therefore, no reafon for any fuch apprehen- 
fions : for on the contrary, increafed commerce and increafed 
induftry will give increafe o f  wealth and population, and 
confequently o f  value, to the lands and houfes in the vicinity 
o f  Dublin.

B ut, i f  there were real grounds for the fears o f  any par- Pkt, 
ticular diilriCt, or o f  any particular clafs o f  men, yet their & Anon, 
interefts ihould not be put in competition with the benefit 
o f  the whole, from which their particular advantage, alfo, 
muft ultimately flow : it matters little to the nation at 
large, whether it receive its treafures with the right hand, or 
with the left. T h e  fate o f  Edinburgh fince the Union P1̂ - 
prefents an example, fufficient to remove the fears of Dublin ; 
for though the fame apprehenfions were, at the time, enter­
tained for that city, and prophecies as loud and clamorous, 
were made, o f  its approaching ruin, it has, fince the above

H  period,
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Douglas.

Abfentces no 
ftrious evil.

Peel.

Etnefit to Corl>
Smith.

period, increafed in commerce and population, in the pro* 
portion o f  five or fix to one ; and has continued to be the 
refort o f  the gentry and nobility o f  Scotland, whofe cir- 
cumftances it did not fuir, to vifit the more remote metro­
polis o f  the Empire.

It is a well known faft that no nobility and gentry live 
more at home, than thofe o f  Scotland.

But the beft method o f  preventing the increafe o f  Abfen- 
tees, will be, to reftore tranquillity, police, and fecurity o f  
life and property : thefe, added to the natural advantages o f  
Ireland,^ then free from impediment or reftraint, will give 
new weight to the common partiality, that men feel for their 
native land, and will bring back to Ireland, her wandering 
lone, from all parts o f  the world.* £

It may be well doubted, however, whether thé abfence o f  
noblemen, and gentlemen o f  rank and property, be fo great 
an evil, as it is generally reckoned ;+ for induftry is the riches 
o f  a country ; and it is univerfally found that manufactures, 
and other confiderable obje&s o f  labour, flourifti m oftata  
diftance from the, feat o f  luxury, and the gay purfuits o f  
genteel life. T h e  want o f  accefs to the money circulating 
in England, has kept Ireland comparatively poor, and unin- 
duftrious: when the Britifh markets, therefore, are laid 
open, property drawn from Ireland, will be returned through 
the medium o f  induftry; and thus the equilibrium will be 
reftored ; manufactures will be more likely, to eftablifh them­
felves in a fituation, remote from the influence o f a domineer­
ing neighbour.

I f  it were juft, in arguing a meafure that concerns the 
Empire at large, to confider the interefts o f  any particular 
part, or diftrici, the opinion o f  the people o f  Cork might 
be addueed;[] the inhabitants o f  that city ought beft to un- 
derftand their own interefts, and they apprehend no injury, 
but on the contrary expeft confiderable benefit from a legif- 
lative Union ; the abolition o f  all fears, jealoufies and dif- 
truft ; the intimate blending o f  the two countries, and the 
removal o f  all poflibility of feparation, may furnifh motives, 
which did not before exift, and may remove all former ob- 

jedion s to the eftablifhment o f  a Naval dock-yard ; which 
is in itfelf a confiderable object o f  defire, and does not ne- 
cefTarily impede the progrefs o f  commercial profperity ; for 
though trade certainly does not refcrt to thofe ports where 
dock-yards are eftablifhed, that circumftance muft be afcribed 
to fome other caufe, and cannot merely arife from the vicinity 
o f  a naval ftation.

W ith
* Sec the Speech o f the R t. H on. Sylveiler Douglas, p. *24. 

f  Fofter, 5 5 , 58. H Fofter, Anon.



W ith  regard to Taxation ;  the known integrity o f  the N o  danger of 
Britiih Parliament, the example o f  the good faith kept with exorbitant taxu- 

Scotland, and the leading principles o f  Engliih finance, are, tlon i0 Ir^nd. 
to  Ireland, a fufficient protection from the danger o f  being Puc* 
iubje&ed to the burthens o f  Great Britain, or loaded with 
taxes beyond her ability.

But, though Ireland were to have the whole o f the annual $  T .. 
burthen o f  England impofed on her, (too heavy undoubtedly ^  üc;cr’ 
for herprefent means,) ilill there would be no grounds for 
apprehenfion of the poorer part o f  the community bein<v 
cruihed by it, or driven to defpair. T h e  T axes  o f England 
may be divided into fix claífes, viz. iii. T h e  Land-tax.
?d. T h e  Cuftom-houfc duties, on the importation of foreign 
produce, manufa&ures, and luxuries. 3d. T h e  Excife on 
articles o f  home confumption. 4th. T h e  Affeífed taxes, 
as thofe on Houfes, Windows, Horfes, Carriages, Servants,
D o g s ,  &c. 5th. T h e  Stamp duties, and 6th. T h e  Poitagç
tüX •

From al moil the whole o f  thefe the lower clafs o f  people 
are exempt : to the firft they cannot be fubje& : the Cuf-
torr. are felt by thofe only who choofe to indulge in the 
luxuries o f  foreign produce, a thing no way neceifary to 
the poor, who may enjoy all the comforts o f  good food, 
decent clothing, and .warm dwellings, without the impor­
tation o f  any one foreign article ; the duties on Horfes,
Carriages, &c. cannot fall upon them, and to the Houfe 
and W indow tax they are fubje&ed in a very fmall degree ;* 
the Stamp duties do not concern any o f  their tranfadiions, 
unlefs when they choofe to fpend their money in the pur- 
chafe o f  newfpapers ; nor can the Poitage tax affeft them ; 
but i f  it did, there would be 110 room for complaint, be­
caufe it affords the cheapeft mode, that they can make ufe 
of, for the conveyance o f  letters : the Excife is the only 
branch which muft, to a certain degree, affeft the poor, for 
they cannot, by the itrideft frugality, fave themfelves from 
the excife on Malr, Hops, and Cyder, on Soap, Candles, 
and Leather, and the duty on Salt : thefe are not, how­
ever, to any great amount, and, except in the two laft ar­
ticles, would fcarcely at all concern the fame clafs o f  people 
in Ireland ; fo that if  fimilar taxes were to be laid on that 
country, the poor would, according to their prefent mode 
o f  living, be fubject to a very fmall portion o f  them, for 
they make much lefs ufe o f  any o f  the excifeable articles,

than

* The greater part o f the lower clafs are by law  exempt, and ths 
reft are rarely affeffed, by a fort of connivance; to fave them from the 
burthen. Dean T uc ker.
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Dean Tucker.

than the poor o f England, and are at leaft as far beyond 
the reach o f  all the others.

B ut there is no reafon to fuppofe, that, in the event of 
an Union, the taxes muit be invariably the fame in both 
countries : on the contrary, according to the [| refolutions 
already agreed to, the rate o f  taxation is to be regulated 
upon certain rules, and fixed principles, previous to the 
Union ; fo that there (hall be a conftant difference propor­
tioned to the comparative ability, o f  each country. T h e  
fame refolution preferves Ireland from any wanton abufe o f  
her purfe ; for, befide that it is as fafe in the hands o f  her 
reprefentatives fitting in Weftminfter, as aflembled in D u b ­
lin,' Britain cannot lay any tax upon Ireland, without at 
the fame time fubje&ing herfelf to a burthen, heavier in the 

f u l l  proportion o f her greater ability > and the very feífiíhnefs 
o f  Britain thus becomes, o f  itfelf, a fafeguard to Ireland.

M any regulations might be fuggeited, efpecially with 
regard to the Land-tax, which would enrich Ireland inftead 
o f  impoveriihing it. A n y  tax, which promotes induilry 
and encourages a circulation o f labour, enriches a country ; 
and in the fame proportion, a country is neceflarily impo- 
veriihed by any tax which checks induilry and flops labour : 
i f  a * land tax were laid upon Ireland under certain regula­
tions, it would fill the towns with induftrious inhabitants, 
and the country with laborious cottagers and working 
farmers. T hu s a race o f  men would arife, who would 
create a demand for manufa&ures, and a home confumption : 
and f  without home confumption foreign trade cannot flouriih. 
But at prefent the great mafs o f  the Iriih are fo deftitute 
o f  food, raiment, and lodging, (the foundation o f  all com­

merce,
|| See 7th Refolution of the Britiih Commons.
*  A  Land tax, fo regulated as that the poorer clafs, and thofe pof- 

fefied o f no more than half an acre, lhould be exempt from it, and 
that larger farms ihould be proportionally burthened, would be produc­
tive o f the bell effe&s. For inflance, let a farm under 50 acres, w ith 
an houfe, be fubje& to three pence per acre ; under 100 acres, with ail 
houfe, to fix pence ; and all lands and farms o f greater extent, and not fo 
circumftanced, to tw o Shillings per acre.*—From the time when the 
Land tax was laid upon England, the great improvement o f landed 
eftates may date its origin ; and m ay be, in a great meafure, attributed 
to the permanency o f that tax, which remained always the fame, w ith ­
out flu&uation, and operated as a quit-rent, to fpur on the farmer to 
improvement r he knows that, however he may increafe the value of 
his land, he cannot be called on for any greater proportion, and that 
how ever his negligence m ay fuffer his land to lie uncultivated or run to 
w aite, he is fubjeél to no lefs, but that his quota o f Land tax muft be 
paid. Dean T u c k e r .

f  M r. P itt eftimates the profits o f the home trade, in Britain, at 2<t 
millions, and thofe o f the foreign trade at only 12  millions.’
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incrce, the moil brilliant and extenfive), that they are no 
cuilomers to the community, nor is their confumption any 
encouragement to trade.

But, even i f  that greateil objeft o f  alarm, were to take Ireland bound ta

place, and Ireland, by an Union, were to become fubjedl B ritaU

the national debt o f  G reat Britain, and were called on, t o ‘ flW™~ 
fupply her quota to its difcharge, (which is indeed a mere j£‘Kenna. 
fi&ion o f the imagination, not capable o f  being realized) 
ftill would not Ireland on this account be in a worfe fituation, 
than at this moment ; for though not legally, yet ejfcüi'ucly 
Ireland is now pledged to fupport, with her refources, the 
credit o f  Great Britain. I f  the debt o f  Great Britain were 
to be effaced by a bankruptcy, that calamity would be followed 
by the failure, and confequent penury o f an immenfe number 
o f  perfons, who now confume or traffic in articles o f  Iriih 
fabric and export ; from thence would necefTarily follow a 
ftagnation of Iriih trade, a ceflation o f demand and encou­
ragement, and a depreffion o f  induftry. A s  confumption 
was diminifhed, the value o f  lands and houfes would fall, and 
the elegant arts, which thrive by the overflow o f  opulence 
would decline. Befides, it is the credit of Great Britain* 
which gives efficacy to her refources : her credit is the lever 
b y  which fhe moves mankind and influences the t ran factions 
o f  the world. I f  the artificial power o f  Britain were fub- 
verted, Ireland would be left without encouragement to im­
prove, and without prote&ion to preferve what fhe has,— a 
prey to the rapacity o f  France, (h oil Id the power o f  that na­
tion laft or elfe a fubjedt o f  conteft, among the fa&ions of 
the European ftates.

A n  Union would ferve alfo to gratify the real well-wiíhers Unlon ^ill effeft 
o f  thofe two great popular meafures, which have fo long agi- reform. 
tated the country,* exciting the hopes o f  one party and the Peel, 
fears o f  the other, Reform o f Parliament, and Catholic emanci­
pation. I t  has already been fhewn that the claims of the R o­
man Catholics would be favoured by fuch a meafure. A  re­
form would alfo be effe&ed in Parliament ; for as the number 
o f  Iriíh reprefentatives would be confined perhaps to 100, 
among whom here would be 64 members for counties, and fome 
for cities and large towns, the greater part o f  the boroughs, 
and with them the borough influence in the Commons Houfe, 
would be cut off, and thus, though by a fmaller number, the 
people would be as fully and freely reprefented as they now 
are.

A G A I N S T

* Spencer, T aafie, 6 1.
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A G A I N S T  A  L E G I S L A T I V E  U N IO N  B E T W E E N  
G R E A T  B R IT A IN  A N D  IR E L A N D  ;

A R G U M E N T S  P O L IT IC A L , R F S P E C T I N G  T H E  I N T E R N A L  

I N T E R E S T S ,  P E A C E ,  A N D  P R O S P E R .  I T Y  

O F  I R E L A N D .

Ireland. 
F o i l  cr.

Foller.

F  ÎS an and an infult to the feelings o f
Inftimen, who know the falfehood o f  the affertion, to re- 
prefent Ireland, as the vulnerable part o f  the Empire, torn 
py contending fa&ions ; and if fuch a ftateuncut were, true, 
it would betray the molt glaring want o f  prudence, and’ 
policy, thus to declare to the enemy, the weaknefa, and 
dilumon of the Empire.* In whatever degree the c o u n t r y  

Bou:field, may be expofed to the attacks of the enemy, that danger 
ariles to it, not from its independence, but from the def­
in i t iv e  meafures o f the Minifter, which have fo long em- 
broued thefe kingdoms in a defolating war.

. But tiie enemy, knows that fuch weaknefs is not the con­
dition o f  Ireland; he knows that ihe is firmly united to 
Great Britain, in intereft and alí'eftion : and it is o f  no 
co n flu e n c e  to him, in what manner her municipal laws may 
cement or qualify that Union. A  roll o f  parchment will 
neither change the inclinations o f  fecret enemies within the 
roalm, or deprue them o f  the means o f  giving the expe&ed 
alliltance to their friends, nor will it ftrengthen the affrétions, 
the intereils, or the refources o f  that part o f  the Empire, 
i t  was the energy o f  the legiilature, that difcomfited the 
ate attempts to promote rebellion ; and the depriving [q 

large a kingdom o f  that legiilature, will give to the fecret 
partisans, o f  the enemy a larger field for adtion, and more 
power to adt with vigor. A n d  a powerful invitation is held 
out to France to renew her attempts on Ireland, by the view 
or a meafure forced upon the people, fo notorioufly contrary 
to their inclinations ; for (he may well conclude, that difguit 
and difunion will much abate the zeal o f  thofe who before 
refitted her arms and influence.

^ut, granting the pofition o f  the weaknefs o f  Ireland 
ana o f  the effedts o f  an Union in working a remedy, itill 
it is not adequate to the danger. For the perils, to which 
Ireland is faid to be expofed, are initant, and the remedy 
propoied muft be a work o f  time, and its efFedts remote ; 
though the difguit it may occafion, will be immediate. A nd

the
* Smith, 40.

Goold.

Fofler.



the chief dangers o f  Ireland, which arife from its geogra- Ceafe your 
phical relation to France, and its phyfical poiition on the Funning, 
globe, cannot poffibly be removed by an Union, for thefe Auon. 
caufes admit o f  no change.

I f  energy in the government o f  a  country w e re  the foie T it  for T a t. 
object to be provided for, the adminiilration ihould be put Anon, 
into the hands o f  a fingle Prince. But there are other con­
federations paramount to this, however defirable ; and for 
that reafon the Britiih conftitution is a fyitem of checks, 
which, while they leifen the energy o f  government, fecure 
the freedom o f  the country. A n d  there is no pretence for 
faying that any increafe o f  energy is required by the govern­
ment o f  thefe realms : the Iriih Parliament n e v e r  yet has 
heiitated to come forward, with its full fhare o f  contribution 
and lupport to the exigencies o f  the Empire.

I t  is faid that an Union will tranquillize Ireland : but the 
great misfortune o f  the country, from whence flow its in- willizJl^hnd 
ternal difcord, and tl>e weaknels o f  the laws, which ought to póíier 
preferve tranquillity, is derived from the intervention o f  
middlemen, between the proprietor and the occupier o f  the foil, 
and thefe are chiefly to be found on the eilates o f  Abfentees.
I f  a refident Parliament, and refident gentry cannot foften 
the manners, amend the habits, and promote focial inter- 
courfe, it is not likely to be effected by removing the Parlia­
ment and leifening the number o f  the gentry, at once de­
priving the country o f  their influence, and giving room for 
the increafe o f  the pernicious clafs o f  middlemen. It is g e ­
nerally underftood that the affe&ions o f the lower ranks are 
heft conciliated, their manners moil effectually improved, and 
good morals and habits o f  order moil ftrongly promoted, 
by the example o f  the upper ranks, by their attention to the 
education, health, and comforts o f  their furrounding neigh­
bours and dependents ; and that veneration for the laws, and 
attachment to the country which affords them the blefiings 
they enjoy, are chiefly to be inculcated by that benevolent 
protedion, which every eftate and every village ought to 
derive from its refident landlord, in the eafy and impartial 
difpenfation o f  juftice, and the allaying thofe little feuds, 
which headftrong paflions, untamed by education, are apt 
to carry to the lait exceifes. ' But the effeCts o f  the fyftem 
now propofed, will be to deprive the kingdom o f  that bene­
ficial clafs o f  men, to encourage land jobbers, and to degrade 
the hofpitality o f  the ancient maniions into the penury o f  
an agents dwelling.

It is impoifible that it can be as much within the reach of 
a Parliament unacquainted with local circumilanccs, and at ^  Spcncer'

too
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too great a diftance to receive information in time *  for ad- 
minifteriug to the wants, and wiihes o f  the people, or for 
guarding againil their difcontents and excefles,— to a d  bene­
ficially for the country ; as o f  a legiilature which by being 
refident on the fpot, is acquainted with all the habits, pre­
judices and difpofitions o f  their fellow fubje&s, and knows 
how to apply relief.

Fofter, A l l  the various confequences that may refult from a change 
o f  fyftem, even in a fmall affair, are not eafily forefeen ; but 
the difficulty is much increafed when the change refpe&s fo 
ftupendous a work as the conftitution o f  a great Empire. 
I f  therefore the exifting fyftem go on pra&ically, though it 
may have fome, and even great fpeculative imperfe&ions, it 
is rafh to attempt a change, on the fuggeilions even o f  the 
moil clear and perfuafive theory. T h e  moil plaufible theory 
is often defeated by pra&ice ; thus in the inftance o f Juries 

from the vicinage, the theory o f Juilice might objeft to them, 
as being liable to prejudices, friendihips, and animofities, 
which might bias their decifion, and which would not affe& 
men colle&ed from a more remote fituation : and yet lono 
experience has proved that what might have been appre­
hended, as an imperfe&ion in this mode o f  trial, is that in 
which confiils its great and peculiar excellence. Pra&ice, 
in like manner refutes that theory, which fuppofes that the 
refident Irifh Parliament may be influenced by the local pre­
judices and partialities o f  the country, whofe interefts are 
the objects o f  its concern, and which would, therefore, place 
thofe interefts in the hands o f  a foreign Parliament, ignorant 
of all attending circumftances. Experience, in this in fiance 
alfo, fhews that local knowledge is the very effence o f  the 
capability o f  Parliament to adminifter its functions. N o 

& Spenccr, Parliament fitting in Great Britain, could have developed the 
&Ld.Farnham. fecret fyilem of confpiracy, which has lately degraded Ire­

land ;— or could have animated the loyal, and fupported the 
executive power with the fame effect, as did the Iriíh P ar­
liament. T h e  requifite concurrence o f  the legiflature to the 
wife and neceffary meafure, o f  proclaiming Martial L a w , 
could not have arrived in time, from London : and the fup- 
port, derived from a Parliament, compofed, five parts in fix, 
o f  ftrangers, and fitting in another country,-j* would have 
been but very faint, in comparifon with the impreflion made 
on the public mind, by the confcioufnefs o f  its fpringing 
from Irifhmen, all liable to the dangers o f  its operation, and 
all yielding up themfelves and their property to its control. 
Perfonal character, refpect for individuals, opinion o f  their 
attachment to their country where their ftake lies, and iu 
whofe prefervation and glory their interefts, as well ás their

hearts
* Douglas, 46, f  Ibid. 47.
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hearts are engaged, muft have an irrefiftible effect on the 
people. On the other hand, by the removal o f  the legifla- 
tu re, not only fuch powerful means o f ftrengthening the ieeijr’ 
hands o f  government are loft, but at the fame time, all 
means o f  control over the executive department o f  Ireland 
are taken away, and the country is left to the abfolute dif- 
pofal o f  the Minifter or his deputy in Ireland.
. ch an ce  is placed upon the lamentable picture that
is drawn with ftudied exaggeration, o f  the diifenfions and Lor<̂ Farnham,
noitility which prevail between the different religious perfua-
.ions o f  Ireland. Such reprefentations are calculated only
to create jealoufy and diftruft, and to foment any ill-will
that may already exift. B u t the experience o f  the lait
twenty years proves the falfehood o f  the affertion ; for dur-
ing t at period the Proteftants have been conftantly removing
the burthens which opprefTed the Romanifts. T h e  latter
have expreffed the higheft gratitude ; the profeifors o f  the
two .religions became as one family, and the moi: perfect
cordiality appeared to fubiilt between them.

T hofe  difpotes and contentions, that arife from religious t ,  ~ 
difference, are not the neceffary corifequence o f  a variety o f  s^SlJ’ehv 
religions, but the effeft o f  the crooked policy o f  Great Bri- 
tain, which has ever labored to keep alive 'and foment the 
lp m t o f  bigotry and mutual hatred ; in order the more 
eaiily to maintain her defpotic fway over a divided country.
A n  Union is not likely therefore to  change her line o f  po­
licy  in that refpea. i t  is not from any attachment or pre­
ference for that religion, that the Britiih cabinet is induced 
to iupport the Proteftant faftion ; but becaufe the Proteftants, 
being the minority, feel not as a nation for the honor and 
independence o f  the country, and are ready to facrifice to it 
the rights and interefts o f  that country.

I t  is abfurd to fuppofe that in points o f  internal policy, ,
or in the arrangements with regard to religion and the r  f? r 
claims o f  the Roman Catholics, a foreign uninformed affem- I  f "  f t  ' 
bly, can be a more competent judge, or better qualified to 
decide, than an Irifh Parliament well acquainted with the 
grounds and extent o f  the claims, and with the local cir­
cumstances upon which may depend the danger, or the ex­
pediency o f  compliance. A n  Union, therefore, cannot 
allay religious differences, nor remove the caufes o f  difcon- Ceafc your 
tent. Indeed the argument commonly drawn from this topic Funning, 

y  the advocates o f  Union, amounts only to this : to the 
roteitant it fays, Catholic emancipation cannot be refufed 

unlefs there be an Union ; and to the Roman Catholic it fays,

í ín ion emanC'patlon cannot be granted till there is an

* But
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T.ord Fwnhaih.

Taaffc.

TúafFe.

IV ill not invite 
£r/glJbyf<Ulers. 

Foiler.

I
B u t in fa i l  the Roman Catholics will have much lefs room 

for hope, in cafe o f  an Union, than they have now. N o 
diftin&ion can then be made between the Roman Catholic o f  
the United. Kingdoms. Either thofe o f  Britain mud be 
railed to the level o f  the Iriih Romanift, or the Iriih muft 
be lowered to that o f  the Britiih, But Great Britain has 
not fhewn any difpofition to afford relief to her own fubjcéts 
of  that perfuafion, and an attempt to remove the tell laws, 
failed not long iince. I t  is not probable then, that in the 
United Parliament, where this adjuilment muft be determined, 
the great Britiih majority will concede to the Iriih minority. 
T h e  ftandard o f adjuilment then, it appears likely, would 
he lowered, and thus Lord  A uckland has dire&ly expreifed 
his opinion, i( that the meafure o f indulgences granted to the 
“  Catholics o f  England ought to guide the difcretion o f G o -  
tc 'vernment with regard to the Catholics o f  Ireland.”

And with regard to the danger, with which the property 
o f  Proteftants is threatened, from the afcendancy, which the 
Romanifts might by their numbers obtain, i f  admitted into 
Parliament, it is but falfe and illufory. Suppofing it even 
likely that the proportion o f property in the hands o f Pro- 
teftants, which is, to that o f  the Roman Catholics, as one 
hundred to one, could ever allow fuch an afcendancy to take 
place.

For much the greater part o f  the Romaniíls pofTeiftd o f  
property derive their title from Proteilants, either by leafe 
or purchafe, and confequently, in dellroying the title o f  the 
latter, they would equally invalidate their own. A s  to the 
fearching out the ancient heirs o f  eftates, and re-eftabliihing 
the forfeited titles, it might as well be apprehended, that 
they fhould recur to the predeceifors o f  the Milefians for the 
true proprietor. Befides when the majority o f  Parliament 
were Papifts, and great forfeitures had been recently made by 
Papifts/no attempt was made for their recovery, or to wreft 
them out o f  the hands o f  Proteitants.

An Union is no way neceifary to the arrangement o f  tythes ; 
a modification o f  them may as well take place, and may be 
equally fatisfadiory with an Union.

But the qumber o f Engliih fettlers, it is faid, who will be 
invited over by an Union, will introduce Engliih manners 
and cuftoms into Ireland : admirable however, and defirable 
as thefe are, they are not worth the facrifice o f  Iriih charac­
ter ; i f  fuch was to be the effeft o f  an Union. T h e  fa d  is, 
that no inducement will be offered by  an Union. Adventu­
rers will not be indeed to fettle in Ireland— by the removal o f  
the Legiilature, o f  the men o f  fortune, and men o f  talents, 
thofe, to whom, in their fchemes o f traffic they muft look, 
forfuccefs, as their principal cuitomers* T h e  refidence o f

Engîifhmen
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EngÍííhmcn in Ireland is, on account o f  the unufual number 
o f  Britifh forces quartered there, now greater than any 
that can be expedled from an Union, and o f  a more ufeful 
kind ; becaufe the privates being o f  the fame rank^jnix with 
tbofe claifes, that ftand moll in need o f  improvement, and 
require examples o f  manners and civilization. In time o f  
war, numbers o f Engliih foldiers come to Ireland, without 
an Union ; in time o f  peace, an Union could not have the 
effect o f  bringing thofe over, as foldiers.

Scotland has been united to England for almoil a cen­
tury, and Wales above five centuries ; yet Engliih manners 
and habits have never been able to eltablifh themfelves, fo 
far even as to bring the Enghfh language into full ufe, nor 
to  obtain for them in England the chara&er o f  natives ; Ceafe your 
for a conftant fource o f  jealoufy is furnifhed to that country, Funning. 
b y  the multitudes o f  Scotchmen, who pufn their fortunes 
fuccefsfully in England, in all profeffions and departments, 
and no pains can prevail upon the Engliih  to acknowledge 
them as countrymen.

A n Union can hold out no inducement to Britiih fettlers Bousfield 
that has not been o f  equal force, for thefe laft eighteen 
years ; it is the genius o f  a Briton, though he fearch the 
world for gain, to concentrate at laft his riches and his 
enjoyments in his own country. T h e  great emigrations, 
which peopled North America, were the effe&s o f  peculiar 
circumilances, o f  religious and political difputes under the 
reign o f  the Stuarts ; and though it might again happen 
that fimilar caufes might produce like effects, yet it never 
would be in poor enflaved provincial Ireland, that the cove­
tous Engliíhman, who had once tailed liberty, would feek 
for refuge.

Population is by no means likely to be increafed by  an w m  not incrsafe 
Union ; for that o f  Ireland is already in a much higherp0puiati6n. 
proportion to the extent o f  the territory, than the popula- Goold. 
tion o f  England ; and, by this meafure, the management o f  
all thofe concerns, on which depends the encouragement o f 
population, will be removed from the kingdom ; — the con­
trol o f  all meafuies neceifary for the promotion o f  agricul­
ture, commerce, manufactures, fiiheries, &c. but, above 
all, o f  the public purfe. T h e  immenfe National debt o f  
G reat Britain, and the confequent weight o f  taxes, have 
prevented any increafe almoft in the population o f  England, 
for thefe lail fifty years.

Not only, the benefits held out to Ireland as the probable ; - re 2rg~ 
effects of an Union, are falfe and delufive, but the confe- \an̂  
quences of that meafure would be pofitively injurious. B y  Foiler, 
increafing the numbfr o f  Abfentees, it will reduce a ilill

larger
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jibfentets.
&  Spencer, 
&  Bousfield, 
&  Rudd,
Sc Taaffe,
&  W eld, 
ic  Anon.

Anon.

TaafFe

T o i le r .

Spencer, 
& Twiffe.

J a r p  portion o f  the landed property o f  Ireland, to the 
referablecondition in which the eftatts o f  abfent landlords 
are ufually founa Every member chofen to the United 
Parliament muft become a new abfentee, for no man, now 
an abfentee can expect to be chofen ; * and as, he muft be a 
man of confiderable property, to be able to bear the expen- 
c e s o f  parliamentary attendance, a large part o f  the property 
o f  the kingdom would thus be continually drained from it ; 
and the lofs o f  fo great a portion o f  the men o f fortune 
would deprive the manufacturers o f  their beft cuflomers.

f nd exPer*ces required for attendance in Parlia­
ment would have the effect alfo, o f  excluding from that 
body the whole bar, the whole commercial interefts, and 
every gentleman who attends to the cultivation o f  his eilate 
or has any fort o f  occupation, leaving the interefts o f  the 
country in the hands o f  the idle and the ignorant.

By habituating the rifing generation, to hear Ireland 
P° ' eií- °  'Vlt  ̂ contempt, in a country where its inhabitants 

are dcfpifed, an Union will alienate the minds o f  Iriihmen 
from their country, fill them with prejudices againft it, in­
duce them to treat it with the contempt and injuftice that 
they fee beftowed on it, by thofe with whom they affociate : 
and domefticated m England from generation to generation 
will change them mto mere Engliihmen, with Iriih eftates! 
who will be no more inclined to pay attention to the interefts 
of Ireland, than the multitudes o f  that defcription, already 
members o f  the Bntith legiflature.

Befides, an Union propofes the poffibility o f  a period, 
when ail protecting nuties are to ceafe: the very notion o f 
fuch a profpea may check the further expenditure o f  money, 
and induce individuals to draw in their capital, and look to 
t e winding up o f  their bufinefs, againft that period, when 
the çeffation o f  all proteftion, muft leave the infant manu­
factures to decay. Agriculture will decline, from the un- 
cer ainty o the Corn laws being continued ; for the fame 
princip e, y  which the bounty on the carriage o f corn, was 
difconunued, from one part o f  the Kingdom to the other, 
i?ay, by fimilar reafonmg, be extended by the United Par­
liament, to the whole o f the United Empire. Every law, 
an regulation now valued and relied on, may be fubieit
o repeal by a foreign Parliament, difficult o f  accefs, and 

ignorant ai the local caufes that gave rife to them.
^n Union will abforb the queftion f  o f  parliamentary reform, 

a n j deftroy the national dignity, honour, and importance o f
* ari i. It partakes ftrongly o f  a revolutionary hue, and

*  Pitt, Smith, Douglas, 48. f  M'Kcnna, 53.
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the degradation o f  the nobility, and extin&ion o f  the legif- „  c 
ature, which would accompany the meafure, might fliake the &°Annn * 

crown upon the K in g ’ s head, and would probably lead to 
revolution and feparation.

New laws equal in appearance and alike in phrafe, may be Foiler, 
very unequal in effe& in different countries ; for inftance, 
the lame mode o f  taxation, which is fuitable to a country,

a arrîved at maturîty  weahh a°d commerce, may 
be deitruaive to a poor country, young in trade and manu-

It  is the intereft o f  the one to borrow money, rather than 
raife an income by taxes, for the expences o f  a war ; becaufe 
the profped o f  increaiing profperity offers the certain means 
ot paying the debt gradually, and a fufficient increafe o f  an­
nual taxation to meet the exigency, might curb her fpirit o f  
enterpnfe. B u t, the other having the trade o f  the world in 
her hands, has no reafon to expeft any extenfion o f  her r<s 
lources upon the return o f  peace, and ought rather to appre­
hend a decreafe ; ihe therefore ought to take advantage o f  
her temporary affluence, and raife an annual income to fup- 
port her expences, rather than incur a debt, which no in-

to d ifch a  nC^eS 15 to enable her, with greater facility,

The inhabitants o f  C ork  have been induced b y  fome vague Willinjurc Cotit 
opes o f  benefit to be derived to them from an Union, to & Anon, 

exprefs themfelves in favour o f  that meafure ; but, in fa d ,*  
no part o f  Ireland is more expofed to injury from it, than 
that city. T h e  only manufa&ures eilablifhed there or in the v n 
neighbourhood are the woollen and cotton, neither o f  which 
can be promoted in Ireland by an Union : it cannot, in any 
way, increafe her powers o f  export, or import ; nor can it

AVerr ï e" der her an emPorîum or <kpôt for foreign g o o d s.f  
A n  Union then offers no hope to C ork , unlefs it be the efta- 
b lihment o f  a naval dockyard ; but even to this it could 
iurmih no one poffible inducement, that does not now equally
lÏ vl ^as hitherto been no impediment to the efta-*
blilhment o f  a dockyard there, but the natural fituation o f 
the place, which has not appeared to be ufeful or defirable

J  i  PUrPofe* , In the <?ourfe o f  almoft a century, the 
ettects o f  an Union has not produced a iingle dockyard for 
the navy, m Scotland. But, i f  the eilabliihment o f  a naval 
itdtion at Cork, were to be the certain coniequence o f  an 
Union, the profped ought not to miflead the wi/hes o f that 
city, for it is not, in itfeif, a defirable objed  ; the effeét o f  
it would probably prove prejudicial. Plymouth and Portf- 
xnouth are the fineil harbours, and the beil fituated for trade 

*  • t l!i
Smith, 50. f  See Commercial Arguments,



in England ; and yet no trade exifts, where thofe great naval 
dockyards are eftablifhed. Milford Haven is a magnificent 
harbour, and, though abandoned as a naval ilation, it has 
not however recovered any o f  the trade, that it formerly 
enjoyed.

T h e  two grand articles o f  export from C o r k ,— corn and 
provifions,— are liable to be much affe&ed by the injuries, to 
which agriculture may be expofed ; efpeciallv, as the demand 
for provifions has latterly run to much greater extent in the 
article o f  pork, than in that of beef : for pork depends much 
upon agriculture, and with its decline the pork trade muft 
fall. T h eir  provifion trade, in this as well as the other ar­
ticle, beef, may be again obftru&ed and ruined, by thofe 
embargoes, which have fo frequently already iacrificed the 
intereft o f  .Cork to the avarice o f  a Britiih contractor; a 
grievance for which an Iriih Parliament only, was able to 
obtain redrefs.

A non. B u t, if the expectations o f  Cork were well founded, and 
the greateft advantages were to flow into that city from an 
Union, ftill juilice muil refill an^ meafure that would benefit 
Cork  or any other diftrid, at the expence o f the reft o f  the 
kingdom, and by the deprefiion o f fome other part. A n d  at 
the fame time, this partial exaltation, by affording a pretence 
foi jucreafing the public burthens, would prove injurious to 
the very part, which might reap the profit, and totally ruin­
ous, perhaps, to the reft, already impoverifhed by the fame 
circumilance.

W ill ruin Dublin. T h e  profperity o f  Dublin would be deftroyed, her fplendor 
Sir J. Jervis, would be effaced, and her ftreets would become a defert : 
& Goold, her halls, her univerfity,* her courts o f  law would be filent,
& ^non^ an  ̂ ber future flate would refemble the ruined walls o f  Baby-
&  W eld* *on> Deferred by  her Parliament, and her refident gentry,
&  Rudd. the lofs o f  trade would foon follow, and carry with it, the

fpeedy reduction o f  rents, not only in Dublin, and its vici­
nity, but in every part o f  Ireland.

*The lime itn- - I f  an Union o f the legiflatures o f  Great Britain and Ire- 
proptr. ]an(j were necefTary to the welfare o f  Ireland, that meafure

^pencer. long fince to have been concluded, at an earlier period,
before habits were confirmed.f F o r i f  it be a political maxim 
that innovation is dangerous, the force o f  it muft increafe 
with the magnitude and irrevocability of the meafure. T h e  
prefent at leaft is an ill-chofen time to bring it forward ; it 
is imprudent when the country is in fuch a ftate o f  agitation, 
to furnifh a new caufe o f diftra&ion and contention ; or while

France

6z A G A IN ST  A N 'U N IO N , &c.
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France is endeavouring to propagate her democratical princi­
ples in Ireland, to remove from thence the prefence and pro­
tection o f the Britifn conftitution in its outward and vifible 
figns.

I t  is neither generous nor juft, to bring forward the pro- Bousfield* 
pofal for an Union, at a moment when the country is dif- &. W eld, 
trac e d  with the horrors o f  a recent rebellion, is expofed to & Sheeny, 

all the calamities o f  an adlual war, and apprehended invaíion, mU^
and Hill languiihes under the terror o f  new commotions ; and 
while there are in the heart ot the country 40,000 Britiih 
foldiers. T h e  choice o f  fuch a moment to feduce the people* 
or the ufe o f  fuch means to force them info any meafure, is a 
ftrong argument o f  the notorious averfion that the country 
bears to it, and o f  the disadvantage, that is known to be the 
probable confequence o f  it to the kingdom.

B u t whatever might be the happy effc&s o f  a fair and cj>bt modé unj uj i t 
equitable Union, it cannot be iuppofed that Ireland can be Anon, 
entitled to feel them : ihe cannot treat fairly, or ypon equal 
terms with G reat Britain, as long as the Irifh minifters are 
named by thofe o f Britain, and are o f  courfe fubjed to their 
control. I t  is Britain negociating the terms with herfelf.

Another argument in favour o f  an Union, is drawn from T aa^ i  
the fuppofed degeneracy o f  the Irifh Parliament. So great, ^  
fay they, is its venality and corruption, that it is not fit to be 
trufted.with the concerns o f the country. T h is  is the com­
mon outcry of United Iriihmen and their partifans, againft 
the government ; and, i f  it be true, may be a ilrong argu­
ment in favour o f  the reform, but cannot be one for the 
abolition o f  that body : neither does it appear to be a well 
judged method of purifying a corrupt body, to plunge it into 
the midft o f  a larger one, equally vitiated ; and placed, be­
tides, at fo great a diftance from thofe conftituents. who might 
have the power o f  control over thefe venal members, as is be­
yond the reach o f  their influence 01* their obfervation.

Perhaps it may be true, that Ireland is governed by Britiih Rudd, 
counfels, and that Engliih influence predominates in her Par- & A n o n ,  

liament, fo as to render her independence but a name ; but it 
does not feem to be a very adequate remedy for fuch an evil, 
to tranfport the Parliament into that country, by which it is 
faid to be too much influenced, at fo great a diftance j and 
whofe voice it will no longer have the power to refill.

T h e  example o f the American ftates, in preferring an incor- C-nieyour 
porative to a federal Union, is not applicable to the cafe o f  Funning. 
Ireland ; becaufe at the time o f its adoption, the dates were 
all equally in a Ilate o f  infancy ; they had nothing to gain 
from each other, nor any thing to give up, either commercial 
or conftitutional. But Ireland has her own legiitature, ihe

has
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has independence, ihe has freedom o f  commerce, and prow- 
ing wealth. Neither are the effefts o f  the meafure in A f ­
rica fuch as to invite imitation ; for the Hates have ever
fince been haraffed and agitated by the influence o f  French 
intrigue. 1LU

& Rudd, ■!! l r0m the ‘ nc0rP0ratl0n Of Geneva, Savoy, Belgium, &c. 
with 1? ranee, any other argument can be deduced, than o f the 
rapacity and ambition o f  the French republic, it is, o f  the 
neceffity ,n wh.ch Inland is placed, o f  guarding with all 
poffible precaution, againft a fimilar meafure, which mar 
reduce her to a fimilar Hate o f  fubjeftion, under the dominion 
oi her powerful incorporating neighbour.

\

IN



I N  FAVOUR OF A  L E G I S L A T I V E  U N I O N  B E T W E E N  
G R E A T  B R IT A IN  A N D  IR E L A N D ,

A R G U M E N T S  COMMERCIAL.

A N  Union would procure for Ireland the fecure andperma- Tt-  •;/
(T i t  r  1 r t • i • .  ̂ *  u n io n  TV! i fc c itr e

tient p o lie  ill on of thole a d v a n ta g e s , w h ic h  in th e  p re fe n t fitu a  • pref<nt adôan- 
tion o f th in g s , (he neceiTarily e n jo y s  b u t  as c o n t in g e n t  and tag™. 
p re ca r io u s . P itt,

In 1785 it was dated by thofe gentlemen who were bed 
acquainted with the fubjeCt, that thefe advantages on the 
balance o f  trade were very great in favour o f  Ireland * A t  
prefent the trade is dill more advantageous ; Ireland imports 
o f  the manufactured produce o f  Great Britain to the amount 
o f  one million, on which (he raifesa revenue, by way o f duty : 
while Iriih manufactures to the amount o f between four and 

jive  millions are imported into England, duty free ; and that 
too, in linen, and provifions, the great articles o f  Irifh ma­
nufacture.

All raw materials, all articles neceflary to the trade or fubfift- 
enceof Ireland arefent thither from Britain, duty free. T h e  linen 
exported from Ireland, conditutes four-fifths o f  the Irifh ex­
port trade to the whole world : and for the profperity o f  this 
manufacture (he is indebted to, and dependant on Britain : 
the Britiih Parliament has furnilhtd a market for Iriih linens 
to the amount o f three millions ; and by the bounty on re­
exportation affords her a double market, and enfures to her 
an advantage in competition with the linens o f other coun­
tries, o f  30 per cent.

But the effeCts o f  an Union will not be merely a confirmation
r  1 r  1  I r  r  • * * r  t i l  p r O C U r C

ot theie advantages : f  for a fairer fcnd more perfeCt connexion others. 
o f  the two countries mud lead to an equality o f  commercial 
advantages, and ultimately tend to the benefit o f  both countries.

Thofe now enjoyed by Ireland, are not to beafcribed to the Tbofi »<nu en- 
Irifh Parliament, but, i f  traced to their true fource, will beJ°yg?> ii,e gif* ° f  
found to have flowed from the voluntaryanddifcretionarygrants Brttain- 
o f  the Britiih Parliament, conferred from a regard for the in- „ r , :
tereds o f the Iriih nation, as infeparably conne&ed with the c Ld'AuckUmd' 
welfare o f  the empire ; and that, in fpite o f  rivalihip and jea- 
loufy, at a time when the Parliaments were fcparate, when it 
was not certain whether what was given to Ireland, was given to 
Britain alfo, and when the countries were but partially and im- 
perfeCtly united: there can therefore be no well groundedappre-

K  hepfiona

* Imports 1,000,000 to 4,500,000 of exports, 
f  Bousfield, 88. Taaffe, Rudd, 89.
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henfions that Britain, if it were in her power, ihould be inclined 
to refume grants fo made, from Ireland when parliamentarily 
united to herfelf, and identified in intereits. But it would 
not be in her power fo to do, becaufe Ireland, in cafe of an 
Union, would have the fecurity o f  a firm and irrevocable 
compa£l for that, which now reds on the independent di£- 
cretion o f the Briciih Parliament.

Unton iv t i lin v ite  Union, by  promoting tranquillity, and fecuring the
mi^ lta * Britiih connexion,, will have the effedl o f  increafing the com 

& D o u g la s ,  merce of Ireland, and inviting over Britiih capital; for when 
property ihall be rendered perfectly fecure by the removal o f  
internal convuliion ; when all difltnftnefs o f  intereil between 
the two kingdoms, 'and all pojfibility o f  feparation ihall be 
done away, there will remain no impediment, to hinder the 
Britiih capitalift from availing himfelf o f  the natural advan­
tages of Ireland, and o f the cheapnefs o f  labour and pro­
visions, &c. in that kingdom ;* becaufe there will be no poli­
tical différence between the iilands, and the profperity of Ire­
land will be equally çhe profperity o f  Great Britain.

Many branches A n d , if  the aiTertion were true that there are natural 
&/■ indvjlry open, caufes to prevent thâ principal manufaélurers or England from 

profiting by thefe circumilances and flouriihing in Ireland ; f  
flill, there are other branches in which capital may be veiled, 
with equal ad vantage,-*-as in agriculture, in the provifion 

A non, trade, in the linen manufa&ure, & c. Nor is it fair to argue, 
that becaufe the fmall advantages held out, in fome particular 
branches, have failed by their encouragement to draw over 
the Britiíh adventurer under the prefent fyilem, he may not 
find his account even without thofe encouragements in fettling 
there, under fuch a change o f circumilarfces as would pro­
duce fecurity o f  property, and tranquillity. There is no 
probability, however, that the encouragements alluded to 
would ceafe upon an Union, or that the bounties, whether 
adlual or conitruSive, or the regulations whether internal or 
relative, which now ferve to promote the infant manufa&ures 
o f  Ireland, would be removed, as long as they may continue 
to be requifite, by an imperial legiilature, whofe intereil it 
will be equally to promote the welfare o f  Ireland, with that 
o f  Great Britain or any other part o f  the empire.

B y  giving to Ireland the common ufe o f Britiih capital, it 
is meant, that the identification o f the rights, interdis, and 
privileges o f  the two countries, will induce the people of 
G reat Britain, to employ their capital equally in either 
kingdom ; each man preferring that fpot in the empire, where 
he can carry on to the greateft advantage his own branch o f 
trade or manufadture : and the fecurity o f  money being the

fame
* Fofter, T it  for T a t, 82. f  Foiler, 83.
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fame în both countries, the money-holders o f  England will 
be induced to lend their money with as much facility to mer­
chants and manufacturers in Ireland, as to thofe in the other 
iiland. L'pon the alteration o f  the Iriih conftitution in 1782, 
immenfe fums o f  money, which had been lent on Iriíh fecu­
rity, were called in ; above 40»00ol. were drawn out o f  Ire­
land at that period by the Earl o f  Mansfield alone.

I t  is in this manner that the trade o f  the Weft Indies is 
carried on by Britiih capital, though there are not any Britiih 
manufactures eftabliihed there.

There is a variety o f  manufactures and branches o f  trade, 
in which Ireland might furnifh room for the advantageous 
employment of Britiih capital. Some o f  the moil profitable 
and moft important to the nation, are the linen and leather 
manufactures ; and the cultivation o f  wafte and unprofitable 
lands. T h e  firft ia too well known, to require any exempli­
fication o f  its value : as to the manufacture o f leather, it 
may futfice to ftate that Iieland exports yearly nearly 23,000 
raw hides , and yet, for want o f  capital to carry on her 
works, íhe imports manufactured articles o f  leather to an im­
menfe amount ; and though, having the free importation o f Lord Auckland, 

bark, ihe can tan her own hides without any fuch additional 
burthen as duties would impofe, yet in her own market ihe is 
underfold by Britiih goods, which arc there fubjeCt to an im­
portation duty o f  10 per cent. T he cultivation of walte A n on , 

lands, it has been ftated by Mr. A r th u r  Young, would yield 
a profit o f  from 15 to 20 per cent, but it requires a confi- 
derable capital, as does alfo the adequate improvement o f the 
cultivated parts o f  the iiland.

Another field for the employment of Britiili capital may 
be found in the colonial trade ; for, notwkhftanding the free­
dom of trade to the colonies, obtained in 1779, Ireland at 
this day imports colonial produce, to the value o f more than 
a million, through Great Britain ; while, for want o f capital, 
íhe does not import direftly above the value o f  140,000!.
There is fcarcely an inftance o f  any confiderable Britiih houfe L ord Auckland, 
being engaged, in Ireland, in Iriih partnerfhip.

Such were the advantages ftated in 1785 by a moft a b l e  A non , 

politician,* as likely to refult to Ireland from a partnerfhip 
with Great Britain : it was his opinion “  that the cheapnefs 
o f  labour and provifions, would invite the Britiih fettler, to 
a country fituated in the neighbourhood of the rich, ex­
tended, and fteady market o f  Great Britain, and that Ire­
land, with thofe advantages, with a  climate as good, equa 
natural powers, and fewer taxes, would be able to manufac­
ture cheaper than England.”

But

* R ight Hon. John Fofter’s Speech on the Propclkions in W ood- 
JalTs Report, & c.
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But fincc much weight has been laid, on the difficulty of 
introducing into Ireland what are called the principal and 
moil profitable manufactures o f Britain, (as if, for that 
i ta ion, no others were admiffible, or thefe alone were worth 
the purfuit) it may be proper to investigate that matter with 
fome attention.

r T hc K  7 C [ou,r Pri; lc;Pal branches, which, it is
Britain L y f u c ^ ’ cannot lreIand for want o f  fuel, the Woollen,
cad  in Ireland. f  Cotton, the 1 ottery, and the Iron manufactures.* But

this impediment,■(’ which is ilated as the principal one, is di- 
re d iy  removed by a view of the f a d ;  for it is well known 

Coals ex ’ft* .i a t  ̂Collieries exiil (and are prevented only by want o f  ca­
pital from being worked to any extent) in the counties o f  
lipperary, .Leitrim, Tyrone and Antrim, befide thofe fo 
notorious in Kilkenny and Queen’s county, w'hich alone, ac­
cording to the evidence o f  Mr. Evans, an Engineer o f  merit, 
given before the Irifh Commons in 1783, are capable, if  
properly worked, o f  fupplying annually 300,000 tons, de­
li veied, by water carriage, at the diitance o f  40 miles, at
io low a rate as 4*d. per hundred ;— a lower price, than coals 
can be bought for at Leeds, Mancheiter, or Sheffield : 
Coals can alfo be furniihed from England to moil parts o f  
Ireland, cheaper than they can be conveyed to many parts 
o f  England, where they are obliged to be brought by water 
carriage, on account o f  the heavy coailing duties, which 
amount to 5s. gà. per chaldron, and in the port o f  London 
to 9s. 5d. per chaldron.

But thefe manufactures do not depend on the cheapnefs o f  
the one article o f  fuel alone, though it be a matter o f  im­
portance ; but on that o f  all the articles necefTary for carry- 

& D r. Clarke. them on, fuch as the raw material, labour, provifions, 
taxes, the command of water, Sec. & c. ; and thefe may more 
than counterbalance any différence that theie might be in 
the expence o f  fuel. 

f # Ehe Woollen manufacture did once flouri/h fo extenfively
Jcol.en ,  in Ireland as to excite the jealoufy o f England, in the reign

o f  William I I I .  and, after the fupply o f  her own market, 
to export to the annual value o f  £ 1  io ,o o o .J  A t  this day, 
there is in Ireland, an increafing manufacture o f  Woollens, 
fuflicient to work up almoil all her own wool (the export

of

*  For a more particular detail on this fubjecSt the Reader may have 
recourie to the Sptech of Lord Auckland in the Bi itifh Houfç of Lords, 
A p ril n t h ,  1799 • to that of the R ight Hon. Sylveiler Douglas in the 
Bntiih Houfe of Commons, A pril 22d, 1799 : or to an anonymous 
pamphlet, entitled “  Obfervations on that part of the Speaker’s Speech,
‘ which relates to .Trade:’* and D r. Clarke’s “  .Misconceptions, M iilate- 

inents, & c.”
f  BousfLld, 83. $ Fofter, 83.
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o f  which decreafes every year) and that, carried on in 
parts o f  the country remote from any colliery. * rl  he 
great woollen manufactures o f  Glouceilerihire, Wiltihire,
Devonihire and Norfolk, are iituated where coals are not
cheap. It is a fa£t, that, though wool is dearer in Ireland
than in England, yet fo much greater are the other relative
advantages o f  the former, that in woollen, and worlled
yarn, fhe can confiderably underfell the Engliih : notwith- l <]# Auckland.
ltanding which Ireland is obliged annually to import Woollen
Cloths to the amount o f  near ^700,000.

T h e  Cotton manufacture does not require, as an effential Cotton. 

article, the neighbourhood of Fuel, for the machinery can be 
as well worked by water as by the ileam engine, and at a 
cheaper rate .f  There are now carrying on, % in many places 
in Ireland, very confiderable Cotton manufactures, which 
are daily increasing, and which juftify the opinions of the 
Engliih manufacturers examined before Parliament in 17^5»
“ that the fuperior advantages enjoyed by Ireland would ena­
ble her, foon to beat them out of their own market ; and, 
after paying i o |  per Cent, duty, to fend her goods into the 
Engliih market at a cheaper rate by 12 or 13 per Cent, 
than they could do.”  So confident were thoie gentlemen 
in their opinion, that the greatefl manufacturers in Britain,
M r. Petl, Mr. Smith, & c. declared that they already en­
deavoured to obtain partnerfhips in Ireland, in cafe the 
refolutions then depending ihould pafs into a law. Still 
however, from the want of capital in Ireland, the importa- Ld. A uckland, 

tion o f Britiih cotton3, amounts 10^*70,000 per Ann.
W ith  regard to the iron manufacture, it is fufficient to j ron. 

repeat, that there are abundant collieries in the Kingdom ; § 
and that the want o f  capital alone prevents the working o f 
thefe, and the difcovery o f  others : and to add, that there 
have been found there many fpecies o f  Iron (tone and ores, 
which are alfo negleCted from the fame caufe ; and that 
the Engliih Iron manufacturers declared to the Houfe of 
Commons, their o p i n i o n  that Ireland could underfell them, 
and would beat them out o f  the American market ; though 
her want o f capital impofed on her the difadvantage o f  being 
obliged to purchafe her bar iron in England, at a dearer rate 
than (he-could purchafe it in Sweden or Ruffia, for the fake 
o f  the long credit, that England is able to give. Befides,
London, where coals are far dearer than in Dublin, as well 
as labour, provifions, and taxes beyond comparifon, carries

on

* In Dublin, Cork, Bandon, W aterford, Lifm ore, T allow , Carrick. 
en Shannon, & c. -fFoiler, 83.

t A t Celbridge, Profperous, M alahide, Balbriggen, Drogheda*
Eelfaft, Clonmell, Cork, MichelÛown, Kilm adhom as, M ountrath, & c.

§ Foilfr, 82.
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on very confiderable Iron manufactures, in the coarfer art!-
Í W l a s  C t  “ ccafi° "  the greateft confumption of fuel, fuch

g • as anchors, &c. In the maiiufa&ure o f  the fmaller articles,
the price of fuel makes fcarcely any perceptible difference ; 
their ntcceis depends wholly on the labour and ikill o f  the 
artizan ; and notwithflanding that labour is dearer where the 
manufacture v ° f  thefe articles is carried on (Sheffield and 
Birmingham) than in moll parts o f  the world, yet England 
can underfell at the rate of, from i j  t o . 20 per cent, thofe 
of the city o f  L iege, which has been long celebrated for its 
manufacture o f  Hardware, where labour and provifions are 
cheaper than on moil parts o f  the continent, and firÍBc is 
procured at the very gates o f  theciry.

Pottery. T h e  value o f  the manufacture of Pottery depends almoft 
wholly on the cheapnefs o f  labour; in this circumftance Ire- 
landhas an evident advantage, t  as well as the neighbourhood 
o f  the raw material, flintftones and c la y ;  for "both thefe 
articles are found in Ireland,* as well inland, as upon the 
coafts, in abundance, and o f  the bell quality ; while the 
H,nghih potteries, fituated in the centre o f  the Kingdom,

'  t , eirIraw H'aferial from th eco aftso f Cornwall, Wales,
and Ireland. It was the opinion f  both o f  Mr. Wedgewood, 
and of Mr. Bnerly that England owed her fuperiority in 
that branch o f  manufafture, to the ingenuitv o f  the work­
men alone, and that the natural advantages o f  Ireland would 
induce them to migrate to that country ; as had already 
been the ca-e in the glafs manufafture, in which the In'ih 
are arrived at fo great a degree o f perfection, as to be able 
to hold a competition with Britain ; and that manufacture 

Douglas, demands as great a fupply o f  fuel as the Pottery. Thole 
gentlemen were alfo o f  opinion, that as the fine clay can be 
fh.pped on the coaft for 6s. or 7s. per ton, but, on account 
of the inland carriage it flands them in StafFordfhire in
1 1 16 o - t o £ z z  per ton, Ireland would have been able, 
if the p roposions had pafTed, to have underfold them by 
40 or 50 per cent. 1

Pouglas. Becaufe Britiih capital has not been veiled, nor Britifli 
creoit pledged in the eftabliihment o f  new inanufaâures in 
.Ireland, or in the encouragement o f  thofe already fettled 
there, when there was no Union ; it is thence ajfumed, that 
an Union will not furnifh any invitations, which might not 
have been expeded, nor remove any obflacles, which cannot 
be done away by other means. This is, however, a mere

pet it is.

'  • J Fofter, 83.

b e f o r f t h e l r i f t l f T r 6 eng inecr o f  the Grand Cana!,
l * Î I  Houie o f Commons, in 1783.
f  A s delivered before the Britiih Houfe of Commons, in 1785.
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petiùo ftrinc'tp'ti : befides, though Britifh capital to any 
great amount has not adtually fettled in Ireland, yet it is 
not a correct inference from thence, that Britiih money has 
had no influence in promoting the fabric of Iriih linens, and 
other wares. # # B ca±;iaf

T h e Iriih manufacturers and merchants, in general, im- ^
mediately on ihipping their linens, draw for two-thirds o f  j reiand. 
the value, on their agents or factors in tngland, though Douglas, 
great part o f  thefe goods often remains in the hands of 
fuch confignee for fix, or nine months, befide the credit that 
he is obliged to give purchafers, amounting commonly, to 
twelve or eighteen months more. ^

In the Commercial intercourfe between Great Britain 
and Ireland,* the balance o f  trade is fo much in favour °
the latter t ,  and the demand for her produce in the B ritiih  L d  Auckland, 
market is fo great an advantage ; that Ireland could not in & Douglas, 
any way receive compenfation for the lofs that would accrue, & A n n  Obferv* 

fro m  the ceifation o f  that intercourfe.
Upon a general view of the exports and imports o f  each 

country to the other, as authentically reported in March,
1 7 9 9 / b y  Mr. Irving, Infpector-General o f  the imports and 
exports o f  Great Britain ; it appears, that in the interchange 
o f the produce o f the two iilands, the balance in favour o f  
Ireland is three millions and a halj ; and, including that o f  
foreign merchandize, in which the balance is againil Ireland, 
ilill there remains in her favour a general balance o f upwards Douglas 
o f  ^2,000,000. and this depends on the commercial code, 
not of Ireland, but of Great Britain.

T hofe arguments are unfair which attempt to do away 
this ilatement,J by diftinguiihing the exports o f  Ireland into 
manufactured goods, and raw materials, which laft, it is 
pretended, are of greater benefit, to the country importing, 
than the export is to that from whence they are fent ; and 
are therefore faid to incline the balance on that article, much 
in favour o f  England. But the articles there ftated as raw 
materials, are in fact, the produce o f  agriculture, and arti­
cles o f  manufacture in the provifion trade, as fait beef, poik, 
butter, &c. which employ a number o f  hands, and ought 
therefore to be clafled under the head of manufacture, o f  
which they are, to Ireland, a valuable and important branch.
Befides, limilar articles, as cheefe, faked fiih, &c. are claf- 
fed among Britiíh exports as manufafiures. Raw materials 
are thofe only, which conftitute the bafis o f  a fubfequent 
manufacture. There

*  See the Speech of the R igh t H on. John Foiler in the Houfe of 
Common», April 1 1 ,  1799. t  77. t ltid- 77, &c.
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r T ,herC 'S another faIla cy in the argument above alluded to - 
■ tor that ftatement not only deduéts from the exported manu-’

near £  V above articles, to the amount of
near ^ 3,000,000, but adds to the manufactures o f  G re a t

ruam on the other fide ot the account, what are called 
Colomnl vianufaélures, amounting to £970,000. * But thefe 
are all raw materials, or articles o f  confumption without 
manufaaure, and above one-third not even the produce of the 
Bnt fl, colonie.: t  fo that here a double fallacy is made ufe 
of, to prove that England reaps more profit, than Ireland 
from their mutual mfercourfej firft in cutting off the above’ 
one of the man-ufaftures o f Ireland, and with a chanee o f

> ? ' 7 r P Vi',"2 th£ni againft Great Britain * and fecondly. by 
welhng till more the amount o f  Britifh manufactures/with

the addition of Indian merchandize, which is no pait uf 
them Nor are any of thofe articles, the importation o f  
which into Britain is ftated as being lo much in favour o f  that 
country, of fuch importance to her, as that ihe cannot do 
without then), or fupply herielf elfewhere. In order to 
avour the Irifh provifions, Britain has prohibited the importa­

tion o f  that article, in time of peace, from all other coun- 
ries, even the fupply from America to the iflands and fifh-

enes It is evident, then, that Hie does not depend on
1 eland for a fupply : and it was but very lately that Ireland 

was a ,lowed to fend her provifions into England (in con- 
t-quence o f  which permiffion the prices of the produce are 

trebled "1 Ireland), and at this day all the boalted quantity 
or Bee, which that country fupplies to England and her

Douelas “ 'It ’ f i 'u  ■ " “t an,10Unt *° one-third ° f  ihe annual fale at
S Smithfield, in London, alone. It cannot be ftated as a be­

nefit conferred on Great Britain, that ilie is allowed the carry­
ing of foreign produce to Ireland, notwithftanding the foiver, 
which Ireland has, were fhe fo inclined o f importing direét ; 
for in mercantile affairs the want o f inclination is only ano­
ther name for the want of means, of which Ireland is abfo- 
lutely deftitute, and therefore incapable of taking that trade 
out o f  the hands o f Britain.

T o  /hew the comparative value o f  the Britiih market to 
Ireland, it is enough to itate, from Mr. Irving’s report, that 
of the whole exports o f  Ireland, 6-7 ths are to Great Britain 

her coJonies ; and that with each o f  thefe the balance of
trade

* In the d e m e n t  alluded to, this fum, £970,000 is, by miftake,
^ ne c arged againft Britain, firil under the head of Britiih manufac- 
ures; and again, as foreign produce, which occafion a very confidera- 

ble error in the balance.

£ 3 6 7 ^ 8 7  art*ck  ^ea ak>ne, the produce o f China, amounts to
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îrade is in favour o f  Ireland ; while, in the other feventh, 
confuting o f  her trade with all the reft o f  the world, the 
balance is againft Ireland ; that Britain does not raife on the 
goods imported from Ireland more than the hundred and fo r - 
tieth part o f  her Cuftoms, o f  which fum fe<v en-ninths are ex­
pended in favour of Ireland by boúnties on the re-exportation 
o f  Iiiih linens : and that the trade o f  Britain with Ireland 
amounts not to one-ninth o f  her whole trade, and her ex­
ported manufactures to Ireland, to no more than a twentieth 
o f  her whole export, while on thefe Ireland raifes nearly 
one-half o f  her duties.

It ihould be added, that of the raw materials imported 
by Ireland from Great Britain, fome of the moft efltmtial to 
the manufa&ures are o f  fuch a kind, as ihe can neither raife 
herfelf, nor procure elfewhere, unlefs at a greater charge than 
the article is capable o f  bearing.

T h e  i n c r e a f e  and profperity of the Linen manufacture is, Profierity o f  the 
in a  great degree, owing to the Britifh duties O n  foreign Linen manufac- 
linens imported, and to bounties on the re-exportation o f ture due to Great 

Irifh ; || f o r ,  if foreign linens labouring under a  duty o f  36-5 ^ritai" * 
per cent, on an average * can yet find their way at all into DouSlas’ 
the Britiih market, it is evident that, without fuch a protec­

t i o n ,  the Iriih would haye been driven out by them. Eng­
land is certainly entitled to acknowledgment for her kindneis, 
in this refpeCt, becaufe it is notorious, that the foreign 
duties, impofed in return on her woollens, have injured their 
fale in the foreign market, and becaufe fhe thus obliges her­
felf to purchafe her linens at a higher rate by 36-! per cent.
(befide the difference by which the foreign linens would be 
able if there were no duty, to underfel! the Iriih) than ihe 
could do, i f  fuch duties were not impofed.f

It is however o f  no confequence to the prefent queftion Smith, 
to enquire what were them otives, which induced England 
to take thofe meafures, which have ferved for the encourage­
ment o f the Iriih Linen manufacture ; it is fufficient to con- 
fider that, fuco  has been the effeCt,J and that the continu-

Ü Fofter, 80. anCC
* It is ftated by M r. Douglas, on an average o f the whole, to 

amount to about 25 per cent. ; by D r. Clarke alfo.
f  T h is  difference of price, together, amounts, on 30 millions of

yards of Iriih linen, and II  millions of foreign linen, confumed in Great 
Britain, to £ i , i & 4 j333j an<l this, with the bounties on the re-export of 
Iriih linens, v iz. £ 29,232, makes the fum o f £ 1 ,2 1 3 ,5 6 5 , the abfolute 
expence to which England puts herfelf for the encouragement o f the 
Linen manufa&ure o f Ireland. Douglas, & c.

J The duty on foreign linens has ferved between the years 1785 and 
1798 to alter the proportions of Iriih, and foreign linen confumed in 
Great Britain as follows: in 178 5, there were confumed of Iriih,
18 ,5 c0,000 yards;— of foreign i9 ,o o o ,oc °  yards. In 1798 of Iriih,

871,334 yards;—-of foreign 11,748 ,164  yards. A nd in confequence
L  o f



IN FAVOUR OF AN UNION, &c.

ance o f them now depends folely on the wil! o f  Great 
Douglas. Britain. It is argued, indeed, that without the protecting 

duty Irifli linens would maintain their ground in the Britiih 
market, becaufe, notwithftanding the laie rife of 35 per 
cent, upon their price, merchants ftill purchafe them with 
avidity. T h is  extraordinary rife is owing to the reduced 
quantity manufactured on the continent ; to the greatly in- 
creafed demand, during the war, occafioned by the con- 
fumption of the armies, and of South America, which was 
formerly fupplied by Germany, but now takes a large portion 
circuitoudy from Iieland $ and to the unwife fpeculations, 
which both thefe çircumftances have induced, and which 
alone have prevented the rife on the price of foreign linens 
from being fu lly  equal to that on Iriih: but as the price 
abroad has’ nearly kept pace with it, it is evident that from 
that increafe of price jn Ireland, no countervailing argument 
can be drawn, againft the neceffity to Ireland o f  the Britiih 
duties on foreign linens.

T h e  export bounty in Great Britain o f  12 per cent, has 
operated it is faid very much in favour o f  Britiih linens, 
viz.— as 12 per cent, on them, and only as 5^ per cent, on 
Irifli, the remainder barely compenfating the expences o f  
freight, carriage, &c. and by this unequal encouragement, 
which makes a difference o f  per cent, has fo increafed 
the quantity o f  Britifh linen exported, that, from being 
equal in 1763, the bounty paid on Britifh re-exported, was 
in 1798, to that on Irifh, as 82 to 25 : but if this be the 
cafe, it is plainly to be inferred from thence that if per 
cent, could operate fo greatly in favour o f  Britifh linens, the 
operation o f the remaining per cent, in favour o f  Iriih 
linens, as oppofed to foreign, muft at leaft be o f  as great mo­
ment to them.

T hefe  advantages derived to the great ftaple manufacture 
of Ireland, from the confumption of Britain, and from the 
meafures, which the legiilature of that country has taken 
for its encouragement, are very generally admitted ; but, in 
order to obviate any claim that Britain might from thence lay 
to an acknowledgment o f  liberality on her part, it is aflert- 
ed that England is bound by folemn compaCt to give every 
encouragement to the Linen manufacture of Ireland, and 
that ior fo doing ihe did receive valuable confideration, in

the

o f the Britiih export bounty granted in I 743j the quantity re-exported, 
increafed between that year and 1798, from 7,500,000 yards to 
41,500,000 yards. T h e  important operation of bounties is evinced in 
their effeCt on the Sail-cloth manufacture, of which, in 1750, Ireland 
exported more than Ihe imported : Britain then commenced a bounty 
on the export o f her own Sail-cloths, and in 1784, Ireland imported 
ï 80,000 yards, and exported none. Fofter’s Speech, 1785. SeeWoodfall.
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the fuppreílion of the woollen manufacture, in Ireland. O f  
any iuch compact, however, no trace or monument exifts; 
and the only circumilance that can be faid, in any way to 
bear fuch an appearance, has, many years ago, been totally 
cancelled and done away. In the reign o f Charles II. a duty 
o f  8s. 6d. per yard was impofed in England upon the impor­
tation of all woollen cloth, from Ireland, and elfewhere . 
this duty, which in itfelf amounted to a prohibition, has 
never fince been leiTened, but, by the common operation o f 
general fubfidies, it has at different times, been increafed to 
j f i  17 5 per yard. No concurrence, then, on the part 
o f  Ireland, nor confequently any compaft was neceiîary to 
exclude IriiTi woollens from the Britifh home market. But 
to prevent the competition of the Iriih in foreign markets, 
a law was obtained in the 10th of William III. from the 
Iriih Parliament, (who feem to have been content, by re- 
linquiihing that hoftile competition, to obtain the favour o f  
England for their Linen manufacture, which had even then 
been carried to a confiderable height) impofing an ad valorem 
duty of4s. in the pound on broad cloths, and 2s. on ferges, &c; 
exported from Ireland. This  amounted to a prohibition, 
yet no aft was paiTed to check the exportation ot Engliili 
linens, nor was any comp.ift made for the encouragement o f 
that manufacture in Ireland : the Lords and Commons o f  
England had, indeed, each, in an addrefs to the King, pre­
vious to this Irifh aft, intreated his Majefty “  to countenance 
44 as much as poilible the Linen manufacture* in Ireland, in 
“  cafe the Woollen ihould be relinquished.’ A t  that time, 
Irifh linens, though made importable into England, duty 
free by an aft of the 7 & 8 William III# was by a new fub- 
fidy of five per cent, on all goods imported, (8 & 9 W ill.  III.) 
made iubjeft to that duty : no exemption for them, from
this 5 per cent, was obtained, during the life o f  King William ; 
but in the firft of Anne, the free importation o f Iriih linen 
was reítored, and has been continued ever fince. T h e  Irifh 
woollen-exportation-aft expired in 1702, and was not re­
newed : but a very harfh aCt, and not temporary, had been 
pafled in thq Engli/b Parliament, (10 & 11 W ill. III.) which 
afTumed the power o f  making fuch a law, totally prohibiting 
the exportation of Iriih woollens. This  injurious reftriftion, 
which is the only tranfaftion that can be conftrued into any  ̂
thing bearing the appearance o f condition, on the part ot 
Ireland, was at the exprefs defire o f Ireland*  removed by the 
Britiih aft o f  20 George III. and the tree exportation o f Irifh 
woollens allowed, to all foreign places. I f  any compad, 
therefore, exilted, refpefting the Linen and Woollen manu­
factures, this law mull have completely put an end to it :

Great
*  Fofter, 80.
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Ireland w ell fitu 
ated to be a depot 
o f  foreign trade
to Great Britain.

Great Britain has notwithftanding, itill continued her en­
couragement to the Linens o f  Irelan d .-h er free entry her 
bounty on eXp °rtation her foreign duties; fince that period

o h V : ,Ur A and Wlt^0Ut any comPa« .  or Obligat ion ,

im p o k  5 PnnCÍpleS ° f  S°0d P°,ic^

" a S d, f  Par,.icu,ar|y " ’ell fituated, in many cafes, to be
n r . r P? f  U T  Uaí e t0 the Britil11 , but at
land 15 confi" ed commercial intercourfe of Ire-
fon h ï £  ? ' Cann0t m ake tHat Ufe 0f her convenient f i x a ­

tion, becaule m many mftances, it would deprive him o f  the
chance of the home m arket.f Owing to this circumftance
the redundancy o f  Bnti/h capital has found its way more’

wnH y h TUrF ftend> andm anX other patts o f  the 
w oild, than to Ireland ; becaufe it can more eafily be turned

no dei f t S -  " * k  ° mu thenCe' But when there ^ 1 1  be no d tlma,on between the ports o f  Ireland, and thofe o f
G reat Britain ; the former will feel the full benefit o f  her
fituation m that refpeft, and will enjoy the influence o f  the
capital and commerce o f  Great Britain.

f  Foftcr, Spencer, 88.
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AGAINST A  L E G I S L A T I V E  U N I O N  B F T W P P v  
C R E A T  B R I T A I N  A N D  I R E L A N D ,  N

a r g u m e n t s  c o m m e r c i a l .

i Æ î r r t l c i s ^ S T . „ Gr B,i,ain and
vour o f  an Union ; as well as t b e m l  arg ur»>ent in fa- Britain', J ,b -
prefented as likely to fall uDon rhP unes> which are i e-draw ing ber f r t -
Ireland, from the lofs o f  BriîfîÊ the CQminerc.al interefts o f  *»■.
there is no danger o f  the lo f  Í r ° ,e£l'0n and favour- But *>«"■ 
its continuance on Vhe p a r fo f  G r ^ ^ ^ 10" ’ bo,h’ becau<e ^  
never-failing a r g ^ e ^ t  o f  f S  efeft3’"  the
claimed by Ireland, not as a boon k /  becaufe it is 
purchafe o f  which, ample payment’ E u" ‘  riS ht' for 'he 
perpetual grant of an Irifl, marine aÎ T ' T  made’ in the

Jb« » h o l .  _imp„ „  Brj,4 from “  j W . J »  .7 9 9 , 

thofe into Ireland from Britain to '  £ 5 .6 12 ,6 8 9

r ' *  “ ■ "? »
But an inveftigation o f  the nature nnH 2’° 57>Z44

feveral articles, and a c o m p a n io n o f  d , am° unt o f  the 
to either country, will place thP he benefits, accruing 
light, and fhew^haT^ hV a d v a n L e  *er a v different  
Britain. T h e  mere balance o f  va u f i  ° f G ^ a ‘
imported and exported, which is v u I « H ° n e H ° í  the artic,es, 
o f  Trade, affords a very inadequate ^  the Bala" ‘ e 
criterion o f  the real advantage n r A 'f a e"  a ver>’ falfe
tween two countries - for i n ) W  dyantag e o f  a trade be- 
Great Britain and the Éaft Inri' i f ’ ^  trade between 
exceeds that o f  exports fo n̂ th’ W  greatly
trades are highly ad v an r.^  ,he ^ e f t  India trade ; y t t  both 
her refources.^ Further in her her wea,th and
is always againft her yet the trnrf™' 6 W 1 ®a’ fhe balance
imports are raw ma erfals or a r S e s  %  Y as th«
>n every country there", f » , , ï  Pnn,e i ~ a"d
p r o p o r t i o n  a s  t h e  n a v i g a t i o n  n  a d v .a n t a S ^  o r  d i f a d v a n t a g e  i n  

by the one or the other. T h e  [ ra lT T lP  ° / art[c,es is enjoyed 
and England may be confidereri between Ireland
regards manufaflures, raw m a te r ia ls T n r l íT '5 ° f V'eW’ as k  
articles o f  prime necefiuy, « d u ^ í ^

* Douglas, &c. j x ,  &Cl lft*.
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i d .  M a n u f a c t u r e s .

Britifli manufaaures exported to Ireland, 
including colonial produce, (which may _ c

s s i .  a s .  a  * * —

Iriili manufaftures exported to Great Bntam,  ̂ ^
confiding o f linen alone '  -----:------

Balance in favour o f Britain - l 4--c

2d. R a w  M a t e r i a l s .

R aw  material, fupplied by Ireland to Great 
Britain, i n c l u d i n g  art.cles of prune neceihty, as, *
beef, pork, butter, bacon corn, &c. £2 9 0 , 7 4

Raw material f u p p l i e d  by Britain to Ireland,^
including coals, hops, bark, fait, &c. - ----------------- -.

Excefs o f  fupply by Ireland - - 2,463.247

a d .  N a v i g a t i o n  o r  C a r r y i n g  T r a d e .

Foreign articles t̂aken from Britain, by

Ir D iu o - - ‘ aken from Ireland, by  ̂ ^  ^

E x c e f s  t a k e n  by Ireland - - 1,366,306

i, g,; „ >  favour f  o f ±  Î S  Í

confidered, tnat as 01 uiai > . remainder
Indies amounts to no more than' L f J g P  .

c ç K s i S é f c  t W S F f f c s »u-hich in her direft importation of colonial pio 
monopoly, which, n n colonies, amount-

inUg eto O  40.000 ; Sfls well as the. great

" g f f  r  X - ,  .h* —  . f

" “ l ù g  ho»» ■ '«'««“  “  .nicle. . f

“  F” h™ - i ^ " ù » r « P « . ” ’i “ w ï ! î .P P '“ . .1 » ,  i» M ,  report

* T h is  reafoning and calculation is confirmed by Lord‘ ^>ckland, w ho

in his Speech of 5 th M a Y» .l8 o ° ’ ^ S ĉ cumftance of the increafed ad- 
would prefs on the committee 1 c derived from the importation

t t S ï ï  •< - *  - * •  "
t o u t  t
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there is a fallacy, which will lead to a very erroneous con- 
clufion with regard to the aftual balance o f trade He 
Gates the value o f both exports and imports according to 
their prices in the Britijb market ; the former there ore are 
truly ftated at the prime coft, but to the latter ,s added the 
expence o f  trarifportation, o f  infurance, and of cuftoms paid 
in England, and the BritilT. merchants profit, which are no 
a d d i t i o n  to Ihe profits of Ireland, nor no lofs to England.

From the balance therefore of £2,056,844, which appears 
on the face of his reports, in favour of Ireland theleí charge, 
ouçht to be dedufled. T h e  cuftoms are ftated by Lord 
Auckland at £ 47.50 0 ; the freight, &c. amounts atTeaft: to 
i per cent, and the infurance to 4 per^cent. and, as eftima 
ted, in computing the Income tax by Mr. Put, the merchants 
profit to . 5 per cent. T h is  20 per cent, upon the p .me coft 
will a m o u n t  to £ 9 2 7 ,5 6 . ,  and together w.th t  e GuftomS; 
ought to be deducted from the eftimated value o f  liilh exports . 
the remainder will be the fum ailually received by Ireland, as 
the price of her exported commodities. T h e  real balance in 
f a v o u r  of Ireland, upon this v i e w  of the matter will appear 
«. u rvnlu r I n8i 728. I f  the Infpe&or General in Dublin,

he would with equal truth, make the balance appear to be in 
favour of England ; _ but his ftatement for the fame realons

would be erroneous alfo._ R r t iT. m ir l-c r  Linen manufat-
W ith regard to the Linen manufacture, the Brit lh m. ke ^  ^  JcpenitKi

is undoubtedly of very great value to Ireland. But if Great m Britai„, 
E  were to engage in a war of duties and to impofe fuch 
a would exclude the Iriih linens from her market, it would 
fall heavier on the Briiilh confumer, than on the manutac- 

er • for not being able to fupply herlelf at home England 
muft then have recourfe to Germany and Ruffia for the ne- 
ceffary fupply, paying a heavy tax to the date, and her 
money to a ftranger ; while Ireland would probably be able 
very Toon to find another market for her proc uce.

And it is evident that if Iriih linens were made fubjeft to
equal duties with foreign l i n e n s ,  on importation into Great 
Britain ftill. even under this ditadvantage, they would ob­
tain admiffion into her market, -becaufe it is the intereft of 
Britain to purchafe them : for, though, a t  this moment the 
p r i c e s  of linen in I,eland, are ,5 P «  h.'§her 'han their
ufual rate, yet the Britiih merchants aie anxious to fecure 
them even the greens, before they go to market.

T h is  rife, indeed, is temporary, but it ^rves to (hew,
that the Iriih linens do not depend, for the poifcffion ot the
Biitiih market, on the protection ot thole duties alone, but, 
without them, can find their way there. Lor(j
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Anon.

L o rd  Grenville ,n 1785, ftated it as his opinion that a 
prohibition o f  Iriih linens from, the Britiih market, would 
operate more to the detriment o f  England, than o f Ireland, 
by trie injury it would occafion, in the article o f  Ihippine 
and the carrying trade, and by the intercourfe which it 
would promote, between Ireland and foreign ilates

Nor would the lofs o f  the Britiih market for her linens be 
any fuch mighty evil to Ireland, as it is apprehended. A n y  
reduction that had been impofed on the Linen manufacture, 
m its infancy, when it was the foie refource o f  the country 
and no other manufacture was allowed, might have been ex- 

-mely injurious ; but, fuppofmg that it were now in the 
power o f  Britain, by any regulations or reftrictions, to pre­
vent its further growth, the bad confequences would not be 
the fame ; for it is idle to fuppofe that money and induftry 
would not re-produce as well to the riik, in fome other ar­
ticle o f  manufacture, or trade, as in the Linen bufinefs ; or 
that the lofs o f  one market for one branch o f  manufacture, 
could materially deprefs a country which is increafing in 

lndutiry, and capital, when the whole world is her 
mark, and every branch o f  trade is open to her endeavours.

Bur Ireland does not, in the article o f  linen, poifefs ex- 
clufively the BnUih market : the linens o f Germany, Ruffia, 
Jriuma, Scotland, and Ireland all gain admiilion there, and 
find ample room, without any grounds for jealoufy. T h e  
coarfe linens o f foreign manufacture are eiteemed fuperior, 
but the peculiar qualities o f  the irifh linens muft ever fecure 
them a market, and the unrivalled excellence o f the fine 
linens o f  Ireland, enfures them a demand, as long as luxury 
and delicacy ihall exift: the coarfer forts are equally fought, 
and certain of conttant fale, on account o f  their fuperior 
fitnefs for the damping buimefs, which arifes from their 
fvrong texture ; and o f their thinnefs, which adapts them 
for women’* ufe and for hot climates. For thefe reafons 
they are preferred by America to the fabric o f  any other 
part o f  the world and the fame qualities fecure to them the 
Britiih market.

fofter, i  he danger is merely imaginary, to which the profperity 
of the Linen manufacture is faid to be expofed, from the 
power poiTeifed by the Britiih Parliament o f recalling thofe 
meafures, which have ferved as an encouragement. Thefe 
are two : the Britiih duties on foreign linens, and the B ri­
tiih bounties on the export o f  Iriih linens. But it was not 
ior the fake o f Ireland, that thofe duties were impofed, as 
appears, by the report o f  the board o f trade in 1698, that the 
deiign o f them was to protect the Briiifh linen manufacturer, 
and the Britijb trader in Iriih linens ; and therefore their

permanency



permanency depends not on the good will that Britain bears
to Ireland, but on the intereft o f  Britain.

Bifides, Britain is bound alfo by folemn compact to 
proteA and encourage in every inftance the Iriih linen ma- 
nufa&ure,* and for fo covenanting, ihe received valuable 
connderation from Ireland, in the fuppreffion o f the woollen 
trade o f  Ireland, at a time when the exports in that branch 
amounted 10 ^ 110 ,0 0 0  (i*5th  o f  her whole exports.)

Neither was the export bounty granted for the lake or 
Ireland, but in compliance with the petition o f the London 
trader and the Scottiih manufacturer, who afked for that 
preference to the plan then fuggefted, o f  refufing the draw-, 
back on foreign linen,— in which no benefit to Ireland could 
h a v e  been intended : and till the year 1780, thofe bounties 
were confined to perfons refiding in Great Britain, becaufe 
they were intended for the benefits o f  the Britiih merchant, 
and for the prevention of direct export from Ireland : A n d ,
as they are te f t r ia e d  to Iriih linens o f eighteen-pence per Anon, 
yard, and are forfeited on ftamped linens, they are fully 
countervailed by the drawback o f the duties, allowed on 
the re-exportation of German and Ruffian linens, and are thus 
almoft reduced to nothing. T h e  effed alfo which they have Fofccr. 
produced, has been much greater in favour of the Britiih 
than the Iriih manufaiture, operating on the former as 1 2 
per cent, but on the latter only as per cent. ; for the 
remaining 5 ^  per cent, ferves only to compenfate the charges 
o f  freight, commiffion, &c. Thefe bounties commenced 
in 1 7 4 3 ,  and by the unequal encouragement thus afforded, 
the export o f  Britiíh linens was fo raifed as to equal that 
o f  the Jrifh in 1 7 6 3  ;  and fince that period they have fo 
much exceeded the Irifh, that in 1797» ^ ie bounties paid 
on Britifh linens (exclufive o f  £ 5 6 , 9 3 5 ,  paid on p rin ted  
linens and cottons, all Britiih alfo) amounted to , £ $ 2 , 9 3 5 ,  

and thofe on Irifh, but to £ 24 ,4 59  > an(  ̂ *^at was onty on 
3,000,000 yards.

A l l  thofe threats, therefore, of difpleafure and refentment 
on the part o f  Great Britain, which are held out, in order to 
urge Ireland into acquiefcence in an Union, are idle and in- Anon, 
fignificant ; and it is neither a neceffary nor a probable confc- 
quence o f  the reje&ion o f  the propofal, that a fyftem of op- 
prefílve and refentful regulations Ihould commence ; and if 
fuch a meafure were adopted, its confequences would not be 
fuch as are apprehended.

It  is a miftatement to value the amount o f  Irifh manu- Foilcr, 
factures confumed in the Britifh market, at fo great a fum 
as four cr Jive millions, for it conflits o f  linens alone,

M  which

a r g u m e n t s  c o m m e r c i a l . «

* Douglas, 76.
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which do not exceed 2 ,6 co ,o o o l.  and for this article, i f  
excluded from Britain, other markets may be found. AU 
the raw materials with which Ireland is now fupplied from 
the f itte r  ifland, fuch as coals, fait, hops, b ark ,— may with 
a little care and diligence be procured at home, or per­
haps obtained elfewhere : but, thofe which Ireland fur-

& Bousfield. niihes to G reat Britain, are o f  equal importance to that 
country and o f  much greater amount \ and i f  íhe turns 
away the fource whence (he now fupplies herfelf, it will be
much more difficult fo r  her to fubilitute any other method o f

Foiter. p rocuring  a fupply. Ireland, befides, is "no contemptible 
cuftomer to  her neighbour ; for the Britiih manufactures ex­
ported to t h a t  iiland are equal to one-third o f  thofe exported 
to all the reft o f  Europe, including Jerfey, Guernfey, G reen­
land, and th e  Iile o f  M an.

A n  Union -mill B u t an Union, they fay, will invite Britiih fettlers and

Z l e T eBntiJh Britiih caPital t0 Treland, an(* induce fpeculation in fo
Jett en. ^  a for ^ v e n tu re  in the manufacturing line. T h e

Tit for T a t  PrinG,Pal inducement, relied upon in this fuppoiition, is the 
A n o n , comparative cheapnefs o f  labour and provifions : but, as it  

was very ju i l ly  argued b y  M r. P itt , in 1785, the price o f  la* 
bour confifts not merely in the wages paid, for the coarfe 
w orks o f  hufbandry ; the comparative ikill,. induilry, and 
ingenu ity  o f  the labourer muft be confidered, together with 

- the quantity of. w ork produced ; and taken in this point 
o f  view, labour will appear to bear a higher price in Ireland, 
than it does in Britain. M r. Pitt quoted the authority o f  
the firft cotton manufacturer in Ireland, M ajor B rooke, 
w ho, he faid, was feveral times in danger o f  lofing his life, 
becaufe he would not allow his workmen higher wages than 
were given at Manchefter. T h e  other inducement, the cheap­
nefs o f  provifions, would vaniih, as foon as manufactures were 
eftabliihed ; for it arifes now merely from the circumftance, 
that the railing o f  provifions is the foie occupation o f  the 
people.

EngUJb manufac- B u t  a more detailed view o f  the fubjeCt will make it ap- 
turts i l l  not pear, that not one o f  the ch ief manufactures o f  England, 
facetedw Ireland, can fuceeed in Ireland. T h e  principal and the moit profita- 

Fofter. k]e are t jie wooii€n> cotton, the iron and the pottery. 
O f  thefe the tw o lait depend fo entirely on the plenty and 
cheapnefs o f  fuel, that they have never been known to form 
a fettlement, -in E ngland, at any diftance from a plentiful 
colliery ; and fire forms fo  great a portion o f  their expences, 
that that part o f  the country, which affords it beit and cheap- 
eft, mull always have a decided preference. 

j rort' In the iron manufacture, the encouragements to eilabliih 
it in Ireland are fupertor to thofe offered by G reat Britain,

for



a r g u m e n t s  c o m m e r c i a l .

For the form er imports under a duty o f  1 2s. 6J. per ton, 
while the Britiih duty it 3 1 .  nearly;* t h i s  difference operates 
as a bounty o f  above 40s. per ton 111 favour o f  the lrifh ma- 
nufaiturer ; and yet, this great advantage has brought no 
capital into Ireland. I t  is not likely then, that fuch an efted 
will he produced b y  the removal o f  that, in the propofed
equalization of duties. # pnit0rv

In the pottery, flint and clay, though fo abundant in 
England, have not been found in any quantity in Ireland : f  
and there is not a finglc pottery eftabliflièd in the kingdom.

T h e  fame facility o f  fuel muft give England an unequivo­
cal advantage in all manufadures, which make uie o£ the 

ileam engine.
Fuel is a matter o f  great confideration in the woollen ma- WmAun. 

nufadure ; fo that, though that manufadure has been £01 
centuries eilabliihed in Yorkfhire, it has never yet extended 
itfeif above ten miles from that circle o f  country, where coals 
abound.£ There are other confiderations too not to be over­
looked, by him who forms fpeculations for extending himfelf 
in this buünefs. England finds a full call for all fhe makes, and 
every year affords an increafing demand \ A n d  if a man fpe- 
culate to veil more capital in his buiinefs, he will furely pre­
fer his own fpot, for extending himfelf, where his returns are 
known and his market certain, to a new and diftant country, 
whofe works he can already fo much underfell, as to oblige 
its people to come and offer him their market, at his own 
door : he will conclude that, where he is, he can manufadure 
at a cheaper rate, than he could in Ireland, by the amouut. 
o f  the whole expence o f  carriage, freight, &c. and o f the
Iriih duties charged on importation.

A n  Union offers not one inducement to counterbalance 
thefe difadvantages: it will afford no additional fupply of 
fuel ; it will not provide a better market, or a greater free­
dom’ o f  export, than Ireland has enjoyed for thefe twenty 
years ; it cannot procure for manufadurers a larger fupply oï 
wool than is now to be had, and already Ireland exports no 
unwrought wool, but works up all that ihe produces : even 
that quantity is likely to leffen, as the increafe of agriculture 
and the linen manufadure give a better profit in land than 
iheep afford A n  Union will obtain no additional proteding 
duties, for it is to be ilipulated by the 6th Propofition, 
that thefe are never to be raifed, but in time to ceafe.

In the cotton manufadure, the probability is as little ta- Coiton%
vourable to Ireland. For many years the machinery made
ufe of, in the cotton bufinefs was fubjed m England, to the
h e a v y  c h a r g e  o f  28 . 6 d .  annually, on every fpmdfc for 

1 Arkwright s

*  Lord Auckland, Douglas, 69.
I  Douglas, 70. {.Lord Auckland, 69.
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A rkw right’s patent : this operated as a bounty in favour o f  
Ireland which was free from fuch a charge ; yet it never in­
duced any adventurer to carry his capital into Ireland.

The patent is now expired, and that charge has ceafed ; and 
there is little likelihood ot that happening without its affiil- 
ance, which fo great an encouragement never could eifed. 
Even on the coait nearell to Britain and immediately oppofitil 
the collieries, cotton twill cannot be made within 20 percent, 
as cheap as England can fupply it.

In 17S5, when the Commercial Propofitions were under 
difcuflion, the cotton manufacturers o f  England were much 
alarmed, left their regulation fhould have the effedl o f  re­
moving the trade to Ireland. In order to quiet their fears, 
Mr. Pitt then ftated it as his opinion,* “  that there was no 
danger o f fo poor a country as Ireland, ever being able to 
draw from England either her workmen, her trade or her 
capital. It appears, then, that there is no profpeft o f  an 
eilabliihment being effe&ed in Ireland, by Britiih capital, o f  
thofe manufa&ures in which Great Britain chiefly excels.

Linen manufac- Jn tJie lJnen manufacture, Ireland can underfell England, 
Bri'i/bla”!  poifeiTcs advantages by nature, which England has not ; 

tal. Câ 1 but that Britiih capital ihould eftabliih itfelf in Ireland, in 
that branch, is equally improbable : if, in the courfe o f  ninety 
years, during which the linen manufacture has been free and 
open, cherifhed and fupported by laws and beneficial large 
grants from the Iriih Parliament,f fcarcely any Britiih capital 
has been veiled in it ; there is little profpect o f  that taking 
place, when its protecting guardian is no more, and no addi­
tional encouragement is held out to replace it ; and when the 
great progrefs o f  that manufacture in Britain ihall have taught 
men, that equal profits may be derived from it in that country, 
and ihall induce them to purfue it at home.

Thus it appears, that there is no room to expect from an 
Union any new motive, that can induce Britain to employ 
her capital in Ireland, in any manufactures for home confump- 

Weld. tion. Indeed if  fuch an employment o f  Engliih capital were 
to be the confequence o f  an Union ; its mifchievous effects 
would ferve only, to divert to purpofes o f  frippery, fafhion, 
and luxury, thofe exertions which are now employed in the 
fubftantial purfuits of agriculture.

Fofter, I f  it be not worth the while o f  Britiih capital to fpecu- 
late for the home market, fpeculation for the fupply o f  
the foreign becomes confcquently abfurd ; for if Britain can 
underfell Ireland at home, ihe will, upon the fame grounds, 
be able to do fo abroad alfo, and that in a larger proportion, 
on account o f  her eftabliihed credit.

. I*

*  Lord Auckland, 69. f  Dot ĝla?, 70.
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But if Britifh capital fhould come to Ireland,to deal In foreign 
articles o f  import, its obje£t mull either be to provide thofe 
articles for home ufe, or to import them with a view to re­
exportation. If for home ufe, fuch a dealer, inllead of be­
ing beneficial becomes an injury to the country, by increafing 
the quantity o f  imports, to the prejudice o f the home ma­
nufacture. I f  for re-exportation, little benefit can be derived 
to Ireland from fuch a traffic : * and it has been the declared 
opinion of an able ilatefman, that Ireland never can become 
the depot, or emporium of foreign goods, for the fupply 
either of the Britiih,or the foreign market. But even fuppofmg 
it a beneficial branch of commerce, no new inducement to 
purfue it, would be furnifhed by an Union, for Ireland is ,v * •  ̂
at this moment as free to trade with, all the world, as Great 
Britain is herfelf.f

In point o f  commerce then Ireland has nothing to hope Toiler, 

from an Union : nor is the influx of Britifh capital, however & Spencer, 

ufeful it might be, by any means indifpenfable to the profpe- & B°usiield. 
rity o f  Ireland. Irifh induftry has already created a capital,  ̂
which the daily growth o f  that indullry will continue daily °Pencer- 
to augment in an increafed ratio — a capital infinitely more 
ufeful, than any that can be produced by the forced influx Goold. 
o f  wealth ; becaufe it is the gradual produce of induilry, 
and improving experience, which can alone be fecure or per­
manent.

But the Britifh cabinet well knows, that there is no proba- 
bility o f  Britiih capital being tranfported to Ireland : and, 
were it not certain of this point, it would not be rafh enough to 
propofe a meafure that might endanger the wealth, power, 
and afcendency o f Britain. T h a t  country has not natural 
refourcesto fupport the rank which it now holds among nati­
ons, but depends upon the returns o f  an extenfive commerce ; 
i f  then capital be removed elle where, and decreafe at home, 
confequently fo will commerce, and Great Britain muit 
dífcend from the exalted dation, which ihe has attained.

T h e  great improvement in the condition o f  Scotland* Analogy-of ih- 
which has taken place fince the period when that country nnprr.̂ ment of 
was united to England, has been held out as a lure to Ire- '̂ cof̂ 0y f aJe' 
land, to follow the example. But the reafoning is falfe, be- & ^penccr, 
caufe it falfely attributes to the effects of the Union, the in- 
creafe o f  wealth population and trade, that has taken place 
in Scotland ; as if nothing was due to the progreffive improve­
ment o f the world, during almoit a century. But taking alt 
her profperity as the conftquences o f her Union, || it ill her 
pro2 refs has been inferior to that o f  ununited Ireland»

the
*  See Docflor A d^m  Sm ith 's Enqu iry  into the Caufes, &c.

f  Douglas, 76. 1} Ibid. 16.
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Fofter.

Anon.

Goold.

A n o n ,  and of all furrounding nations in the fame period. The im­
provement would probably have been confiderably greater, 
but for the confiant drain o f  her wealth to England, by her 
quota of fupply, and by her abfentees.

T h e  Linen manufacture o f Scotland, which is dated by 
Mr. Dundas, as the teft of his country’ s profperity, has in­
creafed between 1706 and 1796, in the proportion o f 23 
to i ,  while that o f  Ireland made a progrefs, in the fame 
time, o f  88 to 1.* During that term, the population o f Scot­
land ,has been enlarged from one million to one and a half; 
that o f  Ireland from to 4J.

I he exports o f  Ireland have been multiplied more than 
tenfold ; thofe o f united Britain, not fourfold.f

Befides Scotland and England, at the time of the Union, 
were upon an equal footing ; they were both poor, and have 
grown up together to opulence, and profperity : but, while 
Ireland is ftill young and poor, Great Britain is arrived at full 
maturity.

But fince the period o f the Union the population o f Scot­
land has advanced but little, the manufactures have fcarcely 
improved, commerce and agriculture have been ftationary, 
and civil liberty merely a name ; for in all Scotland there are 
but 2000 voters, and many o f thefe are nominal fuperiori- 
ties, without any property whatever : and the want o f  a refi­
dent Legiflature has been the caufe o f Scotland’s, remaining 
in fuch a condition, in all thefe refpedts.

In every country, but more efpecially in one which is 
poor and only beginning to rife, there are different intereils, 

*ïnureft* according to the relative fituation o f different parts. J Thefc, 
it muft be confeiTed, are frequently overlooked and mifun- 
derftood, even by a refident legiflature ; the great defeat o f  
which arifes from its not admitting fufficiently the influence 
o f  the mercantile clafs o f  fociety. A n d  there is little probability 
that fuch peculiar and various interefts will be better urider- 
ftood, or better attended to by an alien Parliament, fitting 
in another kingdom, and compofed of men never refident 
in the country, and unacquainted with all its local circum- 
ftances.

It is a maxim in political oeconomy, that the proportion 
between capital and revenue, ever regulates that between 
induftry and idlenefs ; that where capital predominates, in- 
dullry prevails, and that idlenefs is apparent, where revenue 
bears the larger proportion. But by the incrcafe o f  Abfen­

tees,
* Douglas, 16.

firitijb Parlia­
ment
local interej}. 

Anon

Union iv( títdlejfm  
capital.

Anon,

f  Exports of Ireland.
Tn 1706, - - - ^48,318
in 1796, - - 5,064,834

I Douglas, 46.

Exports of Great Britain.
In 1706, - - 6.512,08$
In 1796, - - 27,621,843
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tees, and by additional taxation, an Union would caufe a 
double diminution o f capital in Ireland. Its direct tendency 
therefore would be to promote idienefs, thus affording another, 
accelerating caufe for the decreafe o f  capital.

B y  giving to Britain the power of reftricting, regulating, Would rum ma~. 

and controling the trade with Ireland, an Union will enable nufaSiurc. 
her to take fuch meafures, as always to underfel Ireland, even .Anoil* 
in the Iriih market, and confequently to annihilate the rifing 
manufactures of that country ; the rents and prices o f  land 
would fall of rourfe, becaufe its produce would lofe the 
market now fupplied by the confumption o f thofe numerous 
manufacturers, who would then be either reduced to beggary, 
or obliged to leave the kingdom in fearch o f employment : 
and Ireland would be under the necefiity of again having re- 
courfe to the corn and proviflon trade, from which fhe is ju il 
beginning to efcape.*

Agriculture has no exclufive claim to preference, over 
every other means o f  employing induilry : it deferves favour, 
only in that proportion, in which it may be found productive.
T h e  improvement o f agriculture, and the cultivation o f  wafte 
lands are belt promoted by the extenfion of manufactures, 
which create a more certain and more profitable confumption 
for the produce o f land, than can be any otherwife procured.

B y  an Union, Ireland would be compelled to direct a great 
part o f  her induilry to agriculture : but many impediments . 
exift, to prevent Ireland from receiving the full benefits o f  
her agricultural induilry, and not one of thefe would be re­
moved by an Union. It would not aboliih the fyilem o f  pri­
mogeniture, which, in fome cafes prevents the poiiibility o f  
letting lands on fuch leafes, as are neceffary to animate induf- 
try : nor that o f  tithes, which difgufts men, with agricul­
tural exertion : it would neither induce the return o f abfent 
landlords, nor convince them o f the pernicious confequences, 
that refult from the ufual mode o f letting their eilates, to 
middlemen. Befide this, after the refloration o f  peace in 
Europe, the agricultural produce o f  Ireland, will have no 
market left for its difpofal, becaufe the great political im­
provements, which are rapidly extending their influence to 
all nations, will enable them to take advantage of their natu­
ral refources, and fupply their own confumption. Britain 
will be her only market, but even Great Britain will be ren­
dered, by her improved cultivation o f  the country, adequate 
to her own fupply.

A  free and unreflricted intercourfe o f  traffic with Great Fr°e inter courfe 

Britain would not tend to the advantage o f Ireland, by Yetefilial*™ 'nQ* 
augmenting the exportation either, o f  thofe articles, which A non
íhe is in the habit of fending to the Britiih market or o f  & Bousfaid.

others.



oihers. All the principal articles o f  export from Ireland.ta 
Great Britain-,— provisions, corn, hides, cordage, cables, 
lail-cloth,- wool, yarn and linens, are now either free, or 
fu b je C t  to v e r y  trifling duties : and in thoie articles of Iiifh 
produce, which by the heavy duties on importation, are now 
excluded from the Britiih market, Ireland would be unable to

• underfell England,evexi though thefe duties were to be removed, 
io that in them alfo competition would be equally beyond her 
leach.. Such was ihe opinion of the principal manufacturers 
of England, as declared before the Lords of Trade, with 
Regard to woollens, printed cottons, filks, iron, pottery and 
the produce o f  the brewery. And the great improvements in 
agriculture, that have lecently taken place in England, make it 
abfurd to expert that Ireland ihall be able, in that branch, to 
enter into competition with her, in the Britifh market.

T h e  apprehenfion of a war of duties is very iutile, for 
England is as much benefited by the import, as Ireland 
by the export ot thofe articles, with which Britain is from 
thence fupplied : And, while Britain would fuffer material 
injury from the lofs of the raw material, which ihe procures 
liom Ireland, it would be a confiderable advantage to Ireland 
to have that exportation prevented.

But Ireland is threatened with the lofs of Britiih protec­
tion. T o  this it may be anfwered, that the beft protection of 
a country, con fid s in forwarding her iotetefts, not in redu­
cing her to fervitude ; that Britain owes more to Ireland, 
than ihe can claim as due to her, by that country, which 
has ever been her beft and moft confiant friend j that the 
interefts or Britain will always oblige her to exert herfelf 
for the protection of Ireland ; and that Ireland has a right 
to a protection, for which ihe has largely paid.

Britijbpartner- ®ul* an Union, we are told will procure for Ireland, ad- 
Jbip not deft rable, niitfton to all the benefits of Britiih commerce; as a younger 

Taaffe. fifter, fetting out in the world, ihe is to be taken into part- 
neiihip in a great, wealthy, and extenfive houfe. I f  however 
that great houfe be overloaded with immenfe debts, and 
ftand on the verge o f bankruptcy, and the younger partner 
be admitted merely to a ftate of fubjcCtion and dependence 
on her aflbciate,—  to fhare the rifk, and not the profits ot 
the firm ; then this fplapdid partnerihip can have no other 
<.ffeCt, than.to prevent & e  younger partner from viGng in the 
world by. her own,means, and to chain her to an over-grown, 
Gnkirrg firm'; to which fhe has been obliged to refign her 

$tudd. whofe capital, without a poilibility o f  ever being able to 
withdraw if, however uneafy the n ew ’ fituation may be 
found.
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