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P R O T E S T A N T  A S C E N D A N C Y

A N D

C A T H O L I C  E M A N C I P A T I O N

R E C O N C IL E D .

“  T h e  relative grandeur o f F r a n c e fays the 
fagacious’ M ontefquieu, “  w çs, in the reign o f  

Lew is X IV . at its higheft pitch, becaufe Engla?id 
and Scotland had not yet formed themfelves into 
O N E  U N I T E D  K I N G D O M .”

W h a t w ould that great man have’ faid, i f  he 

had lived to fee the prefent diftrafted ftate o f 

Ireland ? For, though difaffedtion prevailed in 
Scotland to a coniiderable degree at the period 

alluded to, yet no rebellion or infurreétion had 

taken place o f magnitude to weaken the power 
or diitradt the attention o f  Governm ent, from 

the continental war in which it was then en­
gaged, and therefore can in no wife be com ­
pared with the Iriih rebellion o f  whether 

it be coniidered as to its numbers and extent, 

its dangerous objedt and ruinous confequences, 

much lefs as to the horrors and bloodihed by 
, which it has been difiinguiihed.

B la



In fuch a Situation, every man muft natu­
r a l ly  have wifhed for a remedy to fo many e v ils} 
but it required the ftrongeft penetration to feize 
the objedt o f an Incorporate U nion as the only 
efficient correâive ; and the firmnefs o f a manly 
mind to propofe and purfue the meafure ; 

regardlefs o f  the many difficulties, and u n ­
awed by th# accumulated dangers that preffed 

on every fide.

T o  convert anarchy into order, weaknefs into 

firengt'n, and reparation into union ; is a great 
and glorious undertaking. It prefents every 
encouragement to the virtue o f a Patriot King, 
every inducement to the pride and ambition o f 

an enlightened ftatefman ; and the accom pliih- 
ment will be attended with immortal honour 

to the advifers o f  the meafure ; and, I truft, 

endlefs happinefs to the Britifh Empire*

T h e  iubjeâ: o f  an Incorporate U nion w ith 

Ireland has been fo ably opened by M r. P itt 

and M r. Dundafr, with all its bearings on the 

advantages it offers to the peace, fecurity, and 

the proiperity o f Ireland ; as well as the general 
object o f  iirength and importance to the em ­

pire ; the commercial advantages have been fo 
clearly laid dow n by Lord Auckland, and the 
'abíiraét relations o f  all the parties concerned, 

ftated with fuch ju  ft nefs and precifion by Lord
M into,



M into, that every thinking and difpaiïionate 
man m uit have made up his mind on the 
neceffity and expedience o f this important 

meafure : which, during the difcuffion, has re­
ceived additional light from the refpedtable 

abilities o f  M r. Addington, the practical k n o w ­
ledge o f Lord Sheffield, and the learned re- 
fearch o f M r. D ouglas.

In this kingdom , the utility o f  the meafure 

m ay be faid to have been generally recognifed ; 
for it has been not only w ell received ; but has 

had the Angular fate, that no objections have 

hitherto been made to it, either in Parliament 
or through the medium o f  the prefs.

In Ireland it has had many pow erful fup- 
porters, among whom , two young m en, M r. 

Johnfon and M r. Smith, deferve te  be noticed. 

It has there, too, met with violent opponents ; 

o f  whom M r. Fofler and M r. Grattan, from 

their character and confequence, may be con* 
iidered as the chief.

I f  ever cool examination and difpaffionate 
inquiry were particularly called for, it muft be 

on a qucftion o f fo va il importance ; where, 
from the nature o f  the fubjeót, the m utual in- 

terefts o f  two friendly, but high-fpirited k in g­

doms, were to be difcuffed ; and where every

s  2 irritating
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irritating appeal to the popular topics o f na­
tional pride and vulgar prejudice, ihould have 

been cautiouily avoided.

If, on the contrary, w e find extenfive views 
narrowed down to local and perfonal confider- 
ations ; general expedience retorted by partial 
convenience ; argument anfwered by declama­

tion, and reafon by inveólive ; we m uft, at 

lea ft, diftruil the caufe that has recourfe to 

fuch inftruments o f defence.

A bftrailed  from perfonal refle&ions on M r. 

Pitt’s abilities, intentions, and charafter ; M r. 
F ofler’s oppoiition turned principally on two 

points :

Firft, A n appeal to the Settlement o f 1782, 
which he flyles fin a l ; and from thence argues, 

that it bars and precludes the very poffibility o f 

any new arrangement between the two kin g­
doms ; which I mean to make one obje£t o f  

our prefent inquiry : and, fécond, A  view  o f 
the commercial ftatc o f  Ireland, from which 

he infers the inexpediency o f the meafure. 

T h is fécond part has been fo ably and fully 
anfwered in a well-know n pamphlet, entitled, 

(e Obfervations on that Part o f  the Speaker’s 
Speech that relates to Trade,”  that the Speaker 

ii.ands at this moment in an awkward lituation,
with

( 4 )
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with his veracity committed by an appeal to 
authentic documents, which he is charged with 
having mifapplied, if  not m iftated; to which 
no reply has been made, nor any attempt, as 

yet, to clear the doubt, or wipe away the im ­
putation.

T h e  fir ft objection, reiling on a pretended 
fin a l fettlemerit in 1782, that now barred a 

treaty for U nion, though it has been m oil 

clearly fhown to be irrelevant and unfounded, 
is become capable o f a more fatisfa<5lory anfwer, 

from M r. Grattan, who was the principal 
mover in the tranfaâion  alluded to, having7 o
lately come forward, and given the key to un­

ravel the m yftery in which it had been induf- 
triouily involved.

M y  firít objeót then, in this publication, is 

to give a full and minute account o f  the franf- 

aétions in 1782, relative to the legiilative in­
dependence o f  Ireland, which w ill not only 

place them in a new light, by a recapitulation 
o f fad s, but m oil clearly fhow that they were 

all intended to pave the way for fin a l adjuftment, 
inftead o f being oppofed as a bar to fuch a 

meafure. I ihall then * take a fhort view o f

*  Lord Grenville’s very able fpeech on the political iitu- 
ation o f Ireland was never publiihed; if  it had, the prefent 
publication had, probably, been rendered unneceiTary.

the
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the political and commercial connexion be­
tween the two kingdoms, arifing from that 
independence ; in order to enforce the neceffity 

o f  an Incorporate U nion ; and ihall conclude 
by an examination o f the internal ftate o f Ire­

land, as divided into Rom an Catholic and 
Proteftant interefts, with their relative rights, 

claims, and fituation ; from which I truft to 
be able to fatisfy the mind o f  every feniible 
man o f either perfuafion, that their particular 

as well as general interefts and advantage, can 
only be e ffeâu ally  fecured by an U nion ; and 
that an U nion is the only poffible and fuppof* 
able cafe, by which the Proteftant may concede 
without danger ; and the Rom an Catholic re­

ceive, without hazard to the ftate, or injury to 

the Proteftants, co lleflively  or individually.

In com ing to an exhaufted fubjeét, I am 

feniible o f the many difadvantages I have to 
encounter in addreffing m yfelf to the public, 

who have, in general, made up their minds 
on the great merits o f  the queftion ; and ihall, 

therefore, ftudy to be as concife as the fubjeét 

w ill admit, and to avoid fatiguing my readers 

by repetitions, if  I fail to give information on a 
queftion o f  fuch vaft m agnitude, that it offers 

alm oft boundlefs views to the inquifitive mind, 

W ith  this view , I ihall proceed to

PART
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P A R T  I.

The \'TrarifaBious in 1782, refpeB'ing the Legif- 

lative Independence o f the Irijh Parliament.

I n  the ipring o f 178a, Lord North had been 
driven from the m iniilry, and fucceeded by th« 

Rockingham  party ; one o f whofe firft objects, 

as foon as they had taken their feats, was, to 

call the attention o f  Parliament to the diftrac- 

tions and dilcontents o f  Ireland ; for though 

ihe had been gratified to her utmoít wifhes on 

commercial points, fhe retained diífatisfaélion 

on coniiitutional queitions ; and loudly called 
for the repeal o f the 6th o f Geo. I. chap. 5. 
entitled, “  A n A 6 1  * for the better fecuring the 

Dependency o f  the Kingdom  o f Ireland upon 

the Crown o f  Great Britain,”  and which declared 
it to be the right o f the Parliament o f  Great 

Britain to bind the kingdom  o f  Ireland by 
laws made by the Britifh Parliament.

O n the 7th o f  A pril 1782, M r. Secretary 7thApril 

P o x  delivered a MeiTage from the K in g  to the King’sMrf- 

Houfe o f Com m ons, w hich was as follows :—  [îtopLu»-'
m ent.

“  G e o r g e  R .

“  His M ajeily  being concerned to find that 

tíiicontents and jealoufies are prevailing among

*  See Appendix, N o . I.
hiâ



his loyal fubjefls of Ireland upon matters of 
great weight and importance, earneftly recom­
mends to this Houfe to take the fame into their
mojl ferions confederation  ̂ in order to fuch a final 
cidjujiment as may give mutual fatisfaftion to both 

kingdoms. G . R .”

A  fimilar MefTagc was delivered to the H oufe 

o f  Lords; but for the future I fhall only fiate 
the proceedings o f the one H oufe, except 

where there is any effential difference.

A pril 1 6 th , On the 14th day o f April, the D uke o f Port- 
Same^M ef- land fucceeded Lord Carliile in the government 

th ^ D u k eo ^  o f Ireland; and on the 16th he fent the fame 
f h e M h t0 M eflage verbatim, to the two Houfes o f  the 
P arliam ent. J r i f h  Parliament. In England, in anfwer to the 

A n fw ero f K ing’s M eflage, a vote of thanks* had paffed, 

d în e n t 1 r" with an affurance that the H oufe would pro­
ceed to take the fame into their mojl ferions 
confederation  ̂ in order to fuch a fin al adjufement as 

m ay give mutual fatisfa&ion to both kingdoms. 
In the Hpufe o f Commons o f Ireland a fimilar 
motion was made in precifcly the lame terms ; 

but here the uniformity ended, and in violation 

o f Parliamentary order and form o f proceeding, 
M r. Grattan moved, T h at this Addrefs, the 

duplicate of that voted in England, be ex- 
pmgedy and in its itead, moved an Addrefs ^  to

* See Appendix, N o . II . f  See Appendix, N o . V .

i His
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His M ajefty, ilating the difcontents and jcalou- 
fies in Ireland to ariie from three points ; the 
firft, great, and principal caufe to be the claim 
advanced by the Parliament o f  Great Britain in 
the 6th o f Geo. I. chap. 5. to legiilate for Ire­
land ; the fécond, the mode o f  paffing laws in 

Ireland under the law  known by the name o f 
Poynings ; and the third, a m utiny bill, unli­
mited in duration.

T his Addrefs, moved with precipitation, was 
voted by acclam ation; though»on the 22d o f 
February, not two months before, a iim ilar A d ­
drefs, as to the firft great and principal objeól, 
had been moved in the Houfe o f Commons o f  

Ireland by M r. Grattan ; and the coniideration 
put o ff  to the i i l  o f  A u g u il next, by a majority 
137 to 68.

After the informality in the proceeding, and 

the departure from Parliamentary dignity and 

order by the haity decifion ; initead o f the ferions 

conjider at ion, recommended by H is M ajefty, and 
the exam ple o f  the Britifh Parliament ; the 

next material point to be obferved is* the de­

parture from the fpecific object o f the K in g ’s M cf- 

âg e 5 in order to fuch a fin al adjufiment as may 
give mutual fatisfailion to both kingdoms ; and 

what makes this departure the more remark-

c able

A nfw er of 
Iriili Parlia­
m ent.

%
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ír i íh  A d­
drefs pre- 
i'entcd to 
F u liam en t 
M ay i .

T aken  in to  
confîdera- 
tio n  Maj  
1 7 . '

able is, that the obje6ï, a fin a l acJjuftment * , is 
recogniied in the Addrefs o f  the H oafe o f Lords 
o f  Ireland, but entirely omitted in the Addrefs 

o f  the Commons, moved bv M r. Grattan.«

Here, then, w e have the m od deciiive proof 

that can arife from internal evidence, that the 
objeïï recommended by the K ing, and approved 
by the Britifh Parliament, was a final adjujlment, 
to which the whole was to be fubfervient and 
concluiive; and that M r. Grattan’s objeól was 
to avoid a fin a l ^adjujlynent. I can farther add, 
from knowledge, that the D uke o f Portland 
faw , and difapproved o f  the mode o f proceeding 
as contrary to the K in g ’s M eflage, and the ob* 

je i t  o f the M iniftry ; though the impetuoiity 
w ith which the meafure had been voted, w ith­

out coniideration or previous concert, on the 
motion o f  M r. Grattan, precluded coniideration, 

and rendered remonflranee unavailing. Thefe 
Addreiîès, being tranfmitted to H is M ajefty, 

were by M r. Secretary F o x  brought down to 

the H oufe o f Commons on the i i l  day o f M ay, 

and laid on the table. O n the 17th o f M a y  
they were taken into the coniideration o f  a 

Committee o f  the whole Houfe, from which M r. 

Powis reported two Refolutions:

*  See Appendix, N o . I V .

ifr,



j i t ,  T hat the A ct o f  Geo. T. entitled, &c. Refoiutun§ 
ought to be repealed*.

JgWW f

“  id , T h at it is indifpenfable to the interefts 
and happinefs o f both kingdoms that the con ­
nexion between them ihould be eitablifhed, by 

mutual confent, upon a folid and permanent 

baiis.”

In thefe Refolutions we find a farther con­
firmation, that the Britifh Cabinet looked ftill 

forwards to a final adjujhnent, by mutual confent ; 

otherwife, the fécond Rel'olution, which declared 

fuch a meafure indifpenfahle to the happinefs o f 

both kingdoms, could have no ob jed  ; for the 
only point claimed or demanded in the Addrefs 

o f the Irifh H oufe o f Commons o f  April 16th, 

the repeal o f the obnoxious A6t o f Geo. I. was 

fecured by the firft Refolution. Thereafon  w hy 
no notice is here taken o f the tw o other eriev- 

ances, Poyning’s L aw , and the unlimited M u ­

tiny Bill, was, that the Parliament o f Ireland, 

w ith the K in g ’s confent, were competent to 

undo them ; and their remonftrances as to them, 

nugatory ; the rcdrefs being fu i juris. But fo 
far were the Britifh M iniitry from coniidering 

the repeal o f the 6th G eo. I. as a fin a l adjuji- 
ment, that on the report from the Committee on 

the fame day, M ay 17th, they ordered a B ill

* See Appendix, N o . V I.

C 2 to
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Addrefs to 
H is Majefty 
on the  2d
Refolution-

K ing’s Mef- 
fage to Irifh  
P arliam ent, 
in  anfwer to 
th e ir  A d­
drefs of 
A pril 6 , de­
livered M ay 
28,  17  82 .

to be brought in to repeal the 6th Geo. I. and
then voted an Addrefs * to H is M ajefty, “  T h at 

His M ajefty w ill be gracioufly pleafed to take 
fuch meafures as His M ajefty in his royal 
wifdom fhall think moft conducive to the 

E S T A B L I S H I N G ,  by M U T U A L  C O N S E N T , the 
C Q N N E X IO N  B E T W E E N  T H I S  K I N G D O M  A N D  

T H E  K I N G D O M  O F  I R E L A N D ,  O il  a  S O L ID  A N D  

P E R M A N E N T  B A S IS .”

And His M ajefty, in his M eflàge ~f~ to the 
Houfe o f Commons o f Ireland, delivered on 
the 2,8th o f M ay by M r. Fitzpatrick, Secretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant, in anfwer to their 
Addrefs o f April 16, after ftating his fatisfac- 
tion to find the determination o f his people o f  

Ireland, to ihare the fate of, and to ftand or 
fall with the Britifh nation, adds thefe re­
m arkable words. :

“  His M ajefty conceives that thefe principles 
cannot fail to contribute to the accompliihment 
o f  his carneft deiire to remove all caufes o f 
difcontent and jealouiy ; with that view, His 
M ajefty has recommended this weighty and 

important fubjeét to the confederation o f his Par­
liaments o f both Kingdoms ; trufting that their 

united wifdom w ill fuggeft fuch meafures as

f  See Appendix, N o . V I , f  See Appendix, N o. V II.

may
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m a y  terminate?in a fin a a , a d j u s t m e n t , to their 

m utual fatisfa&ion.”

Here it is to be remarked, that the fubjedl 
o f a final adjnftment is urged in a ftill more 
forcible manner than in the firfl M eflage de-c>
livered from His M ajeity by the D uke o f Port­
ia ada on the 16th o f April ; though on the day 

preceding this m eflage, the 27th o f M ay, the 

Di:ke o f  Portland had from the throne iigni- 

fied to Parliament, that their Addrefles had 

been received, and agreed to in every part.

But here ends the buiinefs o f final adjuftment\ 
for in the Addrefles o f  the two Houfes o f the 
Irifh Parliament, in anfwer to the D uke o f 

Portland’s Speech and the K in g ’s M effage, no 

notice is taken o f H is M ajefiy ’s recommenda­

tion o f this weighty and important fubjeél, to 

the confideration of the Parliaments o f both king­

doms— though the Rcfolution o f the Britiih 

Parliament o f the 17th o f M ay, that it was in­
difpenfable to the interefts o f both kingdom s, &c. 

had been laid before them : but, inftead o f a Addrefs, 

correfponding Refolution, which m uit have led of Ireland 

to a f i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  ; after thanking H is May^s"5’ 
M ajefty for the repeal o f the 6 G eo. I. and his I7*2‘ 
agreeing to the mode defired o f paffing bills, 

and a new M utiny A i l — this lingular declara­

tion



lion was fubititutcd, as a bar to s e t t l e m e n t  *. ; 

Gratified in thefe particulars, “  we do aflure 
your M ajeity, that no conilitutional queftion 
between the two nations w ill any longer exift, 
w hich can interrupt their harmony.’*

It is here obfervable, that the limitation, pur- 
pofely introduced, coniines the fatisfa6lion to 

conjlitutional points— the Parliament o f  Ireland 
accepting the repeal o f  6 Geo. I. the fubflance 

o f the firil Refolution o f  the Britiih Parliament 

o f  M ay 1 7, but avoiding to give any other an- 
iwer to the great and important o b je il recom­
mended by H is M ajefty in the fécond ; which 
is there exprefsly declared to be, the eftabhjhing, 

by  mutual confent, the connexion between the two 
kingdoms upon a fo lid  and permanent bafts, which 

they did by that fingular declaration, “  that, 

gratified in thefe particulars, no conflitutio?ial 
queflions between the two nations w ill any longer 
exifl, that can interrupt their harmony

M r. G rat- M r. Grattan -j-, in his late ipeech in the Iriih 

Speech. H oufe o f  Commons (p. 4), exprefsly admits this 
to have been the cafe ; his words are : cc T h e  

next part o f  the adjuftment was a refolution 
voted by the two Britifh Houfes of Parliament, 

in confequence o f  the Addrefs o f April 16, to

* See Appendix, N o . V III .
f  T h e  Speech (at length) o f  the Honourable M r. Grattan. 

Printed by A . Paris, for J . S. Jordan.

3  His
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H is M ajeity. There were t w o  refolutrons 
iranfmitted ; firft, that the 6th o f  G eo. I. & c. 

ihould be repealed; fécond, that the con­

nexion between the countries ihould be placed, 
by mutual confent, on a folid and permanent 

foundation.”  H e then ilates the Addrefs o f  
the two Iriih Houfes o f  Parliament upon thefe 

two R efolutions; “  which A d d refs*,”  he 

fays, “  does, am ong other things, accept o f  the 

proportion contained in the firft Refolution, 
and does exprefsly rejeft the fécond; for it fays, 

that we conceive the Refolution for the unqua­

lified, unconditional repeal o f  the 6 G eo. I. to 
be a meafure o f  confummate wifdom.”

N ow  without flopping to exam ine the ju ft- 
nefs o f  this reafon, affigned for the rejection o f  

the fécond Refolution ; or to inquire in what 

manner the unqualified, unconditional repeal 
o f  the 6 G eo. I. which they conceived to be 

a  meafure o f  confummate wifdom , could ope­
rate as an inducement to rejeB ; or be aifigned 

as a reafon for rejeQmg the fécond Refolution, 

the object o f which was, to efiahlifh the connexion 
between the two kingdoms on a fo lid  and per­
manent bafis ; I am fiill more at a lofs to dif- 

cover, by what logic this unqualified, uncondi­
tional' repeal o f  the 6th o f  G eo. I. can, now.

* See Appendix, N o . V III .

be

I ft Refolu* 
tion  accept* 
ed.
2d Refolu­
tion reject­
ed.
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be converted into a folemn contract, a final fettle* 
ment, a great national arrangement ; when M r. 
G rattan has j aft told us, tha t the repeal was 
unconditional and unqualified ; and that the Iriih  
Parliam ent rejected the fécond Refolution for a 

fettlement, and  refufed to treat. A nd yet this 
M r. G rattan does not heiitate to do, in a fub- 
fcquent paragraph, for he thus goes on, p. 5 : 
“  I drew that Addrefs, and I introduced thofe 
words, exprefsly, to exclude any su b seo u en t 
qualifications or limitations affecting, ike. ’ 1 lie
Addrefs adds, “  Gratified in thofe particulars, 
no conftitutional queftion between the two 
nations will any longer exift” (w hich he calls 
the claufe o f finality) .  H e  has here omitted the 
conclufion of the fentence, that can difturb their 

harmony ; for, thus defined, his finality has 
proved of ihort duration.

B ut the next paragraph is where M r. G ra t­
tan reits his principal arguments for inferring 
a final adjuftm ent: I will give his own words.

“  T he  next part was the meafure adopted by 
the E ngliih  Parliam ent, upon the confideration 
o f this Addrefs *: and in that meafure, they ac­
cede to that Addrefs entirely and unequivocally; 
they embrace our proportion of unconditional

*  Addrefs o f the Iriih H oufe o f Commons o f  May a 8.
and
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and unequivocal repeal, and they accordingly 
introduced a bill for that purpofe ; and thus 

they clofed the f i n a l  a d j u s t m e n t .”

Here is M r. Grattan’s own account o f this 
famous f i n a l  a d j u s t m e n t , on which w e 

remark,

Firft, T h at he ftàtes the meafure to have 
been adopted by the E nglifh  Parliam ent, upon 

the coniideration o f this Addrefs * ; which 

Addrefs they never faw or had any knowledge 

o f;  for, beiides that H is M ajefty, for obvious 

reafons, did not think proper to lay  it before 
them, the Addrefs was voted on the 28th of 

M a y , eleven days after the Refolutions which 

M r. Grattan ftates to have been in confequence 
o f it* And it was an Addrefs o f  thanks to H is 

M ajefty, for this meafure o f confümmate w if- 

dom and juftice, which M r. Grattan, now> fays 
the Addrefs produced.

Second, T h e  fervice o f  d o lin g  this final ad- 

juftm ent is here transferred to the Britiih 
Parliament; though M r. Grattan has declared 
above, that the Addrefs rejeRed their fécond Refo- 
lution for a final adjufhnent, and that the Addrefs 
itfelf, as drawn by him, exprefsly excluded any 

fubfequent qualifications, or limitations, See,

* O f May 2& 
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ït  Is certainly very unneceffary to fay any 
thing farther to ihovv the abfurdity o f convert­
ing an unconditional repeal o f the 6th of G eo. I» 

into a final adjujlment ; particularly, when one 
o f the parties had rejeóled the offer made by 
the other for coming to a final adjujlment ; and 

in  a  manner too, not a little fufpicious, after 
the honourable proceeding o f the Britifh Par­
liam ent, in the unconditional repeal o f the 

6th o f Geo. I. which they had vainly hoped 
w ould produce correfpondent fentiments on 

the part o f Ireland. But in this expectation 
they were difappointed, and they were obliged 
to accept the general profeffions o f  gratitude, 

affeâion , and attachment, inftead o f  a fin a l 
adjujlment, which had been rejected on the 

part o f Ireland.

M r. Grattan goes on, p. 6.— “  T h e  next in- 

ftrument was an Addrel's to H is M ajeity, to 
befeech him to appoint a day ot public thankf- 
giving for the accompiifhnient of thefe gieat 

objects, as w ell as for his vi&ories. Thus it 
appears * ,  that whatever idea might have been 
conceived in the f é c o n d  Refolution o f the i j t h  

o f  M ay 1782, it was totally and entirely aban-

* How this does appear from appointing a thankfgising, 
Ï do not know. It is vain to dive into the myftery o f great 
ûatefmen. T h ey  have modes o f conception and expreffion,

peculiar to therofelves.
donea :

Ç ï8 )
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doned; the M inifler o f that time probably in­
tended to make the beil bargain he could for 
England, and therefore conceived it eligible to 

condition and qualify the acknowledgm ent o f 
the independency o f the Iriih Parliament by 

certain proviiions rcfpciting navigation, &c. ; 

but finding that the Iriih Parliament would 

accept o f nothing but the unqualified and un­
conditional repeal, he dropt the fruitlefs idea.

From this we learn that M r. Grattan ima- Second Rc-
_ folution of

gined the fécond R efo lution to relate to an BritiihPai- 

agreement on a commercial regulation'; which 

appears the more probable, as I find, that, at 

the clofe o f the next Seffion, the Iriih Houfe o f 
Commons revived the fubjeét in an Addreis to 

the Duke o f Rutland, then Lord Lieutenant, in 

thefe words ;

“  W e  are aware o f the fituation o f  the em- Refumed
n i * "L ^  iriih

pire, and the peculiar circumfrances which Parliament 

have prevented the adjtiftment o f fome points May7it* 

which concern our trade and m anufaâures ; and 
we rely upon the readinefs o f your G race’s 

liberal and benevolent afliflance for the fur­
therance o f fuch practical meafures as delibe­

rate wifdom and generous policy may adapt to 

our real neceffities afld general interefts.”

T h e  H oufe o f Commons^ by recurring to
d z  adjuitment
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adjuftment in 1784, íhows that it was not ac- 
Duke of complifhed in 1782. But the D uke o f R u t- 

Anfwer! * land’s Anfw er to this Addrefs at the opening o f 
the next Seffion renders it flill plainer; for 
he fays, “  I am to recommend to your earneft 
invefhgation thofe objedls o f trade and com ­
merce which have not yet received their fin a l 

adjujiment
•  A ' W V 1

W e  have feen that M r. Grattan had fa id above, 

that it was the Britiih Parliament that clofed the 
finaladjufiment, thepropofition forwhich, his A d ­
drefs had rejected. H e goes on, p, 7 : “ I think 
I  have now fhown from the records quoted, 
that the argument o f the Mini/ter is again ft the 
exprefs letter, the evident meaning, and honeft 

fenfe o f this finalfettlement ; and I repeat, that 
finality was not only a part o f the fettlement, 

but one o f its principal objects : Finality was 
the principal obje.B o f his country, as Legiflative 

Independency was the objeSl o f ours. Ireland 
wiihed to feize the moment o f her ftrcngth, for 
the eftabliihment o f her liberties. T h e  Court 

o f  England wiihed to conclude the operations 

o f that itrength, and bound its progrefs.”

Here M r. Grattan has avowed the truth, and 
unequivocally declared, that the objeit o f  Bri­

tain was final adjufiment, as legiflative independ- 
ency was the obje6t o f  Ireland, T h at Ireland

feized



\
íeized the moment o f her firength to fnatch h e i 
objedl, while an illiberal diitruft made h e r  

reject the invitation to a final fettlement : the 

motive affigned to the Court o f England, v iz. 

a with to conclude the operations o f  Irifh 
firength and bound its progrefs, becaufe ihe had 

pafied a Refolution to eftablifh the connexion 
between the two kingdoms by mutual confent, 

on a folid and permanent bafis; is not only 

founded in fufpicion and in juftice; but- it ac* 

counts for the rejection o f this beneficial mea­

fure, on principles that reflect no honour on 
the generofity and good fenfe o f thofe, for 
whofe conduct it is affigned as the motive.

M r. Grattan here rejects the finality on the 

part o f Ireland, and afcribes it exclufively to 

the Britiih M inifler and the Britiih nation, as 

he had formerly ftated that the Britiih Parlia­

ment clofed the final fettlement by the repeal o f 

the 6th Geo. I. *  But unfortunately for M r. 

Grattan’s memory, even as to the fin a l adjujt- 
vient o f the fingle point, he is not correct ; for 

the Britiih Parliament thought it adviiable, 
early in 1783, to introduce a new Bill to 

remove the doubts that had arifen on the repeal 

o f 1782, which he afierts to have been a final 
adjujlment. It it was a final adjujtment, the

0 21 )

D eclara­
tory  A6lf 
moved 
Jan . Z2f
1783-

* See Appendix, N o . X I. f  See A ppendix, N o . X II .
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A ct  o f  1783 was a final adjujhnent o f the final 

adjuftment o f 1782.

H is M a- 
jefty’s A n. 
iw er to 
Irifh  Ad­
drefs of 
M ay 2 8 th . 
D uke of 
P o itlan d ’s 
Anfwer to 
Irifh  Ad- 
drels of 
M ay 28th.

I am afhamed to trace fuch contradictions ; 

but what honeft man but muft feel indignant 
at the ihallow attempts now made to conjure 

up the repeal o f the 6th o f Geo, I. into a fin a l 
Jettlm ent, when the very propofition for a final 
fettlement had been rejeâted, as M r. Grattan 
tells us, by the Iriih Parliament, at the time ; 
though repeatedly recommended from the 
Throne to their fevious confideration, as in- 

difpenfable to the interefts and profperity o f both 
kingdoms ; and Hill more to impute that final 
adjufiment to the Britifh Parliament, whofe ad­

vances to eitabhih it by mutual confent, had 

been ftudiouily eluded by the Iriih Parliament 
at the mitigation of M r. Grattan himfelf.

From  the moment that this memorable A d ' 

drefs paiTed, on the 28th o f M ay, the final ad- 
juftm ent was dropt in theParliçimentaryprocced- 

ings ; and accordingly, in His M ajeilv ’s Anfwer 
to this Addrefs * , the object is omitted, as well 

as in the Lord Lieutenant’s f ,  where the D uke 

o f  Portland expreiTes, “  T hat he fhall think 

himfelf fortunate if  his adminiftration ihould

* Sec Appendix, N o . IX . f  See Appendix, N o . X I.
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prove the ara o f reciprocal and infeparalle affec* 
tion between Great Britain and Ireland.”  For 
fince the profped o f  a public arrangement was 

fufpended, it was prudent to make the m oil 
o f  the hollow profeflions fubilituted in its 

Head.

Such a line ó f  conduct w ill appear highly 

judicious in His Grace, if  we advert to the 
ilate o f the public mind in Ireland at the time ; 

for no fboner had H is Grace announced from 
the Throne the Refolutions o f the Britiih P arlia­

ment o f  M ay 17th, for the repeal o f the 6th o f  
G eo . I. (the other Refolution was pafled over in 

iilencc), than a tranfport o f  jo y  pervaded the 
whole kingdom ; public rejoicings, illum ina­

tions, votes o f  thanks and addrefles to the 

Lord Lieutenant came in from every quarter ; 

while copious libations were daily poured out 

on every feftive altar to H enry Grattan, the 

faviour o f his country. N o r was the Parlia­

ment leis fervent in expreffing their fatisfac- 

tion : an Addrefs for a public thanklgiving ; 

5000 men from the military eftabliihment were 
voted for foreign fervice ; 100,000/. for the 

national objeét o f bounties to feamen ; and a 

like fum was propofed, which Governm ent 
were glad to compromile by 50,0001, voted, to 

&uy a houfe and lands for M r. Grattan.

( *3 )
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It w ill be allowed that this was not the 
moment to oppofe the popular tide, and that 
nothing remained but to endeavour to direct 

the public enthufiafm to the ufeful purpofes o f 
attachment to the Crow n, and affeétion to 

G reat Britain. But this fervour was too violent 

to laft ; it proved a feverifh heat, and not the 
pulfe o f health and ftrength. M r. Grattan’s 

triumph was o f ihort duration ; he found the 
Treafury Bench was not a bed O j. rofes ; elated 
by popularity, he was unable to endure the 

iarcaftic attacks o f his inveterate rival, M r. 

F lood, who now fuccefsfully played on him 
the artillery o f  abufe and declamation which

• he had formerly pra£Vtfcd with i'uch fuc- 

cefs on the fermants o f the Crown. 1  hough 
M r. Grattan was fupported in the Parliament, 

M r. F lood had the addrefs to perfuade the 
nation that the fimple repeal was infuffieient ; 

that they had been betrayed, and fold to 

the Caftle by M r. Grattan ; and it was even 
iniinuated that Great Britain had aóted inii- 

diouily by retaining the claim o f right, to be 

employed on a future occalion, and to be 
brought forward at a favourable opportunity 

to impofe Ireih chains on Ireland.

D ifcontents T h e firnple repeal, and its author, fo lately the

renewed.** idols o f  public enthufiafm, were loaded with 
contum ely and invective ; and refolutions for

a decla-
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a declaratory law on the part o f Great Britain* 
flowed from every quarter o f the kingdom. 
In vain did M r. Grattan affert, that nothing 

more remained to be done ; in vain did he, in 
an Addrefs to the Lord Lieutenant o f July 23d, 
introduce the recapitulation o f the feveral bene­

ficial laws pafled that feffion, which, for the 
occafion, he ventured to call a great national 
arrangeme?it ; the public were not only deaf to 
his arguments, but loaded him w ith abufe. 

It was during this period that Lord SheL- 

burne, who had now fucceeded the M arquis 

o f  Rockingham  as M inifter in England, 

and General Fitzpatrick in Ireland, declared, 
iC T h at it was not the intention o f M iniftry 
to bring forward any thing more on this 

fubjefl ; nor indeed could they, after the re- 

jeétion o f the fécond Refolution o f the Britiili 

Parliament for a final adjuftm ent; tfiough it 

appears by the D uke o f Portland’s Corre- 

fpondence *, read by M r. Pitt in the H oufe o f 

Commons laft April, that the D uke never loft 

light of the fécond Refolution, nor omitted an 

opportunity o f fhow ing the then popular 

leaders the neceftity o f the meafure ; and that 

Lord Shelburne ftrongly approved, and ar­

dently deiired the accompliihment o f the 
objedl.

Declara­
tory law .

Lord Shel­
b u rn e’s D é­
claration , 
and G ene­
ral F itzpa­
trick ’s D e­
claration.

* See Appendix, N o , X III , 

E T h e
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T em perate 
co n d u it of 
G reat 
B ritain . 
D eclara­
tory  A ft.

i a  Refolu- 
tion , bafis 
of Incorpo­
rate Union.

T h e jealoufies and difcontents o f  Ireland, 
huflied for a iliort interval, but not removed, 
now  raged with increaiing violence ; the inci­
pient harmony, whofe eleftric irradiations had 

fpread a momentary gleam over the gloom y 
horizon o f Ireland, was once more overcaft, 

and threatened an approaching ilorm , when 
the good fenfe o f  Great Britain again conde- 

fcended to avert its exploiion by a temperate 

acquiefcence. T h e declaratory law , moved by 

Lord Grenville, then M r. W . Grenville, was 
paffed ; and then, and not till then, did the 
Britiih Parliament clofe the adjuftment o f  the 
firil o f their own Refolutions o f M ay 17th, 

1782, for the repeal o f  the 6th o f Geo. I. leav­
ing the fécond, the eftabliihing the connexion 

between the two kingdoms on a folid and per­

manent bafis, to be fettled hereafter.

On this Refolution has the meafure o f an In­
corporated U nion been propofed, w hich, in 

as far as it has for its objeót the efiablifhing 
the connexion between the two kingdoms on a 

folid and permanent bails, m ud be allowed to 

embrace and fully comprehend the fenfe and 

meaning o f the Refolution. W hether this be 
the mode that the M iniiter of the day had in 

view  at the time it was moved, it is perfectly 
immaterial to inquire ; if  that mode had been 

made public, which I believe it never was, it

i  could
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could in no wife have carried with it any obli­
gation on the prefent M inifter to adopt it ; the 
M inifter who ftands charged with the refponfi- 

bility, has an undoubted right to choofe the 

mode in which he incurs that refponiibility ; 
and when he has fubmitted his mode to dilcul- 

iion, it is open to every objection, alteration, 
&c. But I think differently o f the principle, 

as it is neceflary to fliow a departure from that 
principle to juftify an oppoiition to the mea* 

fure now propoled, on the part o f thofe who 

moved that Reiblution, which was voted m - 

mint contradiccnte, and which now Hands the 
recorded fenfe o f Parliament.

I have dwelt on this part longer than I 

originally intended, but I hope it w ill not be 

without its ufe ; M inifters w ill fee from it on 

what a ilippery bafis public opinion refts ; how 

evanefcent in its duration, how giddy in its 

deciiions. T h e  people, i f  they were neither 

milled by mifreprefentation, nor agitated by 

national paUions, early prejudices, and local 

habits, are incapable o f  forming any rational 

judgment on great conftitutional queftions 

and political arrangements. W a s there ever 

yet an infiance o f any great improvement in 

agriculture, o f  any ufeful difcovery in m anu­
factures or the arts, that, if  it deviated from 

the eitabliihed routine, did not meet with the

e % moft
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R ecapitula­
tion.

moft obftinate and inveterate oppoiition from 
the very perfons for whofe benefit it was in­
tended ? W h at riots and diforders has not the 
introduction of machinery occaiioned among 
our manufacturers ? W h at national benefits 
and improvements had not been loft, if  popular 
clamour on thefe occafions had prevailed over 
more enlightened ideas ? M an is the creature 

o f habit, and the ilave to prejudice; and where 
thefe are thwarted, time alone can reconcile, 

and experience convince. W h at reafon has 
the M inifter to expeót that county meetings, 
town halls, or corporation dinners, are compe­
tent to decide on the refults and bearings o f a 
queilion o f fuch magnitude as the Union ? 

But, i f  all the exertions that have been ufed to 
influence their predominant pafSons o f national 

pride, to aroufe their deep-rooted prejudices o f 
jealoufy o f  Great Britain, and the Englifh M i- 
niftry, have created a far lefs agitation and 
ferment than a variety o f unimportant obje6ts 

have frequently produced ; he may fairly con­

clude, that the fenfe o f the Iriih nation is not 
adverfe to the meafure; though nothing but 

its 'ad u al efFefts can prove to them the mani­
fold benefits and bleffings with which it w ill be 

attended.

Before I quit this firfl part o f my fubjeét, I 

fhall briefly recapitulate the material circum^
ilances
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fiances o f the tranfa6tions relative to the repeal 
o f the 6th o f Geo. I. in 1782.

F irft, T h e  K ing recommended to the ferious 
confideration of the Parliaments o f both k in g­

doms, to inquire into the caufes o f the jea- 
loufies and difcontents that then prevailed in 

Ireland, in order to Such a final adjustment, 
as may give mutual Satisfaction to both king­

doms.

Second, T h e Parliament o f Great Britain, in 
anfwer, refolved to take the fame into their 
moil ferious consideration for the purpofe re­
commended from the Throne.

T hird, T h e  Iriih Parliament declared, in 

anfwer, the great and principal caufe o f jea- 
loufy and difcontent to be, the- claim o f legis­

lating for Ireland, fupported by the 6th o f 

Geo. I. ch. 5. o f which they demanded the 

repeal, but entirely pafled by the purport o f 
the K in g ’s MeSîage, a final adjujlment, which 

might give fatisfaótion to both kingdoms.

Fourth, T h e  Britifh Parliament, having taken 
the Irifh Addreffes into consideration, came to 
tw o rcfolutions, M ay 1 7 :  1. T o  repeal the

6th o f Geo. I. ; and, 1 . T o  addrefs H is M a- 

jcity  to take luch mealures, as he Should deem

expedient



expedient for eílabliíhing the connexion be­

tween the two kingdoms on a folid and per­

manent balls.

Fifth, W hen thefe Refolutions were com­
municated with a M eflage from H is M ajefty 
to the Iriih Parliament, they moved an Addrefs, 

M a y  28, expreffing tlieir fatisfaflion, but de­
clining the invitation to eitablilh the connexion 

between the two kingdoms, on a folid and per­
manent bails.

Sixth, T h e Parliament o f Great Britain re­
pealed the A ct 6th of Geo. I. ch. 5. ; and the 

fécond Refolution. for a ilnal fettlement re­
mained unaccomplished.

Seventh, This repeal reilored to the Parlia­

ment o f  Ireland the powers it poffeiTed before 
the 6th o f Geo. I. It conferred the foie  power 
o f  legiílating for Ireland, unconditionally and 

without reftri&ion, and the Declaratory L aw  

o f the next year renounced the claim o f right, 
afferted in the 6th of G eo. I. on the part o f  the 
Britifh Parliament, to legiilate for Ireland.

Eighth, T h e repeal o f the 6th o f G eo. I. 

can in no fenfe be properly called a final feu le­
ment, a final arrangement, or a final adjnfiment ; 
for, even to the fingle and fpecific objetft, it was

not
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not final-, much lefs can the repeal o f a Britiih 
ilatute by the Britiih. Parliament, the objeél o f 
which was to give up the right claimed by that 
A c t to legiilate for Ireland, impofe on the 

Parliament o f that kingdom any difiab 'tl'tty, or in­
capacity, in the exerciife of their legiilative au­
thority. I f  the Parliament o f Ireland be, now, 

under any fuch incapacity, it cannot poffibly 

be fo in confequence o f  this tranfa&ion, for 

that would be afferting it to be itill dependent, 

after being declared to be independent o f  the 
Britifh Parliament ; and converting incapacity 

and independence into fynonimous terms, fo that 
no argument for the incapacity o f  the Irifh 
Parliament to treat for an U nion, can be 

inferred from the tranfadions o f 1782.

Eighth, W hatever engagement the Parlia­
ment o f Great Britain is competent to con tra il 

for Great Britain, the Parliament o f Ireland is 

equally competent to contrait for the kingdom  

oi Ireland. As to legiilative powers for their 

refpe.iilive kingdoms, they itand on precifely 

the fame footing : I defy any man to point oat 

any real difference; the queftion o f Parlia­

mentary competence ftands, o f courle, on the 
fame tooting, in both kingdom s; and being 

now uuiverfally admitted in Great Britain, it 
mu ft be fo in Ireland.

( 31 )

I fhall now proceed to
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View of Ire­
land.

Acceffion 
of H is pre- 
fen t M ajef- 
ty . * 
S p irit of 
im prove­
m en t,

checked by 
th e  A m e­
rican  w ar.

The prefent Connexion between Great Britain 

and Irelandy & c. & c. & c.

X  H A V E  hitherto confined our attention to 
the fiatement o f the proceedings o f the Parlia­

ments o f the two kingdoms, in refpeót to the 

repeal o f the 6th o f Geo. I. It w ill be now 
very material to give a flight view o f the temper 
o f Ireland at the time, with a few circumftances 
that preceded ; in order to enable us to form 
a more correót judgm ent o f the confcquences 

that have followed that tranfadtion, which w ill 
ever fiand a memorable æra in the hiftory o f  

Ireland.

From the aceeffion o f  His prefent M ajeity, 

Ireland had begun to rife into increafing con- 

fequence ; a fpirit o f improvement was eagerly 
exerted, and had made a confiderable progrefs 

in agriculture, which had before been alm oit, 
if  not entirely, negleded ; great attention had 
been paid to open roads and conltrud canals ; 

and induftry and manufactures began to ihow  

themfelves ; when the American war unfor­

tunately gave a check to all the infant infti- 

tutions, and occafioned great difirefs in a
country,
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country, where the little capital they had been 
polïêiïed of, had not yet produced returns to 
enable them to fupport the lhock*

Together with this fpirit o f  improvement, a 
ípirit o f  political inquiry and improvement o f 
the conflitution had gone abroad ; the relative 
fituation o f the two kingdoms had been dil- 

cufled ; the impolicy and injufiice o f the com ­
mercial and conftitutional reftraints, impofed 
by Great Britain on Ireland, had been repro­

bated and condemned ; a very general diflatif- 
fadtion had pervaded the kingdom , when the 
American war broke out, rapuitque in fomite 

flammam. There had been, at all times, a con- 
iiderable degree o f  intercourfe between the 

Cromwellian Diffenters in theN orth, and the In ­
dependents o f N ew England ; a common caufe 

now drew the connexion clofer, and the fuccefs 
o f  America was eagerly anticipated, as the fa­

vourable moment to give effeét to the claims o f 

Ireland. T h e opportunity was accordingly 
feizcd with vigour ; the People complained, 

the Volunteers rcfolved, the Parliament re- 

monft rated ; and Great Britain, taught wifdom 
by the experience o f America, complied with 
their demands. I f  the conduit o f  Great Bri­

tain towards Ireland had hitherto been im­

politic and indefeniible ; it muft be allowed 
that, on this ocsafion, it was generous and li-

?  beral;

Confequen-
ces.

D ifcon­
te n ts .

C om m er­
cial and 
conftitu­
tional re­
ftraints.

Reput)* 
licans ill 
thfe North*

Conduct of 
G reat Bri­
tain .
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F reih  dis­
contents. 
Sufpended.

Break out 
again.

Dîffidcnce,
ice.

E xem pli­
fied in 
*7 5̂ ,

in 1789,

in  I7 9 gf

beral ; though Ireland afcribed this change o f  
fyflem  to tHe weaknefs of Great Britain, and 
her own jftrength, at the moment ; and the ex- 
tenfíon o f  her trade in 1778 and 1779, as well 
as the grant o f free trade in 1780, were re­
ceived rather as a dis o f reftitution, than o f fa­
vo u r: infomuch that, in 1782, the jealouiies 
and difcontents ran higher than ever; and 

though they were fufpended for a fhort inter­
val by the repeal o f the obnoxious Aót, they 

foon burft out with freih vigour, and raged 
with increafed force; fo that when the D ecla­

ratory A & , which had been regarded as the 
caufe o f the ferment, was adtually paffed by the 
Britifh Parliament, they were furprifed to find, 
that it excited no fen le o f obligation, produced 
noexpreflion o f fatisfa&ion. T h e  public mind 
had b fooled to the bent \ the elaitic power, 

that ihould have reftored cordiality and affec- 
tion to Great Britain, was gone; and diffidence 

and diftruit, the parents o f  every difcordant 

paflion, had ufurped their place.

In 1785 thefe hoftile difpolitions took the 
alarm at the appearance o f engagement with 

Great Britain, or a focial compact for identity, 
in public tranfa&ions with foreign ftates ; and 
for the regulation o f commerce. In 1789 they 

itimulated to a line o f  conduit, different to 
that o f the Britiih Parliament. T h ey  have iince

fowti1 *
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iown the feeds o f infurre&ion and rebellion; 
and they, at this moment, are labouring, with in  1 800. 

undiminiihed acrimony, to prevent an Union 

o f the two kingdoms; which their baneful ope­
rations, and fatal effects, have rendered indif- 
penfably neceffary ; as the only meafure capa­
ble to eradicate and extinguifh them for ever.

T his is the great inducement for an Incorpo- induce-
t t  • rr* 1 * 1  * n ien t to

rate U nion; the necemty for which meaiure union, 
w ill appear confirmed by every view  o f  the 
prefent connexion between the two kingdoms ; 

as w ell as from the internal ftate o f Ireland 
it lei f,

But before I proceed, I muft not omit the 
opportunity o f  paying my tribute o f  approba­

tion to the Volunteer Ailociations o f Ireland, V olunteers 

who had been at firil fet on foot and eneou- of lrJaild' 

raged by the very men who foitered repub­

lican principles in the American w ar; and who 
have been the apoilles o f Jacobinifm, iince the 

French Revolution. On the former occafion, 
their projects o f iníurreátion were difappointed 

by the firm neis o f the very men, whom they 
hoped to have made the engines o f their del- 

perate views. T h e Volunteers o f Ireland pre- 
ferved internal peace ; by their example and 
conduit, they introduced order and fubordina- 

tiom ; they reflected and executed the laws, in

F 2 a m anner
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a manner that has never been feen in Ireland, 
either before or iince : confcious o f their own 
firength, they did not abufe it. I f  they inti­
midated the Britifh M iniiter, they were formi­
dable only to the enemies o f their K ing and 
their country ; vigorous, and fometimes violent 
in their refolutions, but always temperate in 
their conduct.

Neither would I impute any criminal in ­
tention to thofe very men, who obftruited a 

final fettlement between the two kingdoms in 
178 2; for, at the moment that they talked to 
their countrymen o f the infeparable interefts o f 

the two kingdoms, and profefled attachment 
and affeilion; it was plain that they were the 
Haves o f the meaneít diflruir and jealoufy, which 
prevented them from fubmitting their claims to 

a final adjuftment; even with their own friends. 

Thofe whom they truiled as men, they diitruilecj 
as Engliihm en.

Another reafon that might have, in part, 
contributed to fo extraordinary a conduit, may 

have been, that they were no fooner raifed to 
the M iniftry, and enjoyed the confidence o f 

Government, than they found that they had
Danger of l0fl the confidence of the people. A nd, when
exciting
the  people, they afterwards attempted to direct the people, 

and told them to be fatjsfied, and to Hop de­

mands

\
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Xfiand ; they were treated as traitors and be- 9 *

trayers o f their country, they were overborn 
by the popular torrent, and then found how 

dangerous it is to excite the people, and how 
impoflible for any man, or fet o f men, to flop 
their coLirfe, when they have been excitcd, and 
put in motion, or to pretend to fay, So far fhall 

ye go, and no farther. Let the men, who now 
excite to refinance, take an ufeful leflbn from 

the events o f 1782, flill more, from the m oie 

recent fate of the leaders o f the French R evo­
lution ; twenty-one o f  whom were, in one 

morning, fent to the guillotine, for attempting 
to check the fanguinary ferocity o f their former 
affociate Robeipierre.

Perhaps, too, the period had not, then, ar­

rived for a permanent arrangement between 
the two kingdoms ; that the overweening con­

ceit and national pride engendered by what 
was fly led a victory achieved over G reat B ri­

tain, was not a period favourable for treaty. 

Perhaps it was decreed, by the all-wife Difpofer 

o f human events, that popular extravagance 
ihould run its natural courfe to anarchy and 

confufion; that the infufficiency o f the boaited 

meafure o f Parliamentary Independence fhould 
be recorded, to all ages, in indelible characters o f 
blood; in order to pave the way for the meafure 

p f Union; by which the wounds o f  a bleeding

country
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Irifh  Inde­
pendence.

Abufe of 
the  term .

country may be healed, and peace and order, 

prosperity and Security, be eftabliihed to fuc-  

ceeding generations.

Great inconveniencics have, at all times, 
arifen from the inaccuracy of language, and the 
abufe of terms ; and 1 know no iniiance, where 
greater mifchiefs have flowed from this fource, 
than in the practical eonftruólions given to the 

term Irijh Independence-, which, in its only ju it 
fenfe, was confined to the independent power o f  

Parliament to legiflate for that kingdom ; but 

has, fince, been firained, by the cabals o f fac­
tious and defigning men, to every purpofe o f  

infubordination, Sedition, and infurre&ion. It 

has been made a cover for every crime ; and a 
j ultifiçation of every wild pretenfion, advanced 
in defiance o f law, to the fubveriion o f the 

conftitution, and the deftriiction o f govern-, 

ment.

But, with all thefe fatal confequences before 

IDV eyes, I do not recommend the defiruétion 

of the power, as a corrective o f the abufe : I 
do not wiíh Irilh independence to be abolifhed, 

but to be merged in an Union, from which it 
would derive additional ftrength and vigour; 

and be fo blended and incorporated, as to pre- 
ferve all its healthful and falutary qualities; 

divefled o f the poilbnous and deleterious ihoots,
that



that have fprung from its roots, or grown up 
under its ihade.

This naturally leads me back to the prefent Parent 
objedt o f inquiry, the political fituation o f  land.0 
Ireland— firli, as dependent on the Crown of 

England ; and, fécond, as connected with Great 
Britain.

T h e kingdoms o f  Great Britain and Ireland Firit, as de- 
itand, as two diitindl branches o f one empire the crows 
or ftate ; with feparate and independent Par- Brhaiû  
liaments, and the fame common Kin£« or JSxe*-o  *
cutive Power.

W ithout wandering back to the darker ages 
o f Iriih hiftory, under its hundreds o f  kings 

and princes, or inquiring whether H enry the 

Second’s title arofe from conqueft or compadt ; 

it is fufficient to fay, that the legal right o f  the 

E ngliih  Crown to the dominion o f Ireland, 

now refls on the Adt o f Annexation in the BytheAa 
reign o f H enry V III. In theory, no right can tion. 

be more iimple 01 more complete. In pradtiee, 

whenever doubts and dilagreements have come 
to ifTue, the queftion has ever been, as it ever 
muft be, decided by an appeal to arms.

Since the year 1782, we behold two king- 
doms; with one K ing or Executive Power \ in'

w h o t ç

( 39 )
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U nity  of 
powers

inconiift- 
cn t w ith 
tw o  Parlia­
m ents.

whofe hands the Conftitution has placed the 
right o f  making war and peace; o f  entering 
into treaties, and forming alliances with 
foreign ftates. T h e unity o f government is 
indifpenfably neceflary to the exiitence o f every 
ftate. I f  there exifts in the fame ftate, a 
power to accept, and another power to reje6t ; 
there may be a temporary acquicfcence on the 
fame fubjefls ; but there can be no fecurity for 
the continuance o f this unity o f action, on which 
the exiilence o f the ftate itfelf depends. There 
would be an inherent vice in fuch a conftitu­

tion which no corrective could reach.

T h is vice actually exiils in the preient con­
nexion o f Great Britain and Ireland, where two 

Parliaments, poflefled o f independent powers, 
are to iudge and decide on the meafures o f the 

fame Executive Government and the common 

interefts o f the State. I f  we were to admit, 
what is by no means the cafc, where a diftin<5t 
and feparate exifience muft create a difference 

o f  local intcrefts, that the great and true inte­
refts o f  thefe two kingdoms ihould be always 

the fame ; who can pretend to fay, that their 
feparate Parliaments fhall be, on all occaiions, 

actuated by their great and real intereiis ? Po­
pular aifemblies are fubjeil to a variety o f 
paflions capable to occaiion a deviation, from a 

thoufand caufes; and any one o f  thefe may
% operate
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operate a disagreement, which might ultimately 
deitroy their connexion. I f  we would prefervc 
the State, this vice mufi: be removed ; and there 
is but one poffible mode, in which it can be 
removed ; which is by reducing the two deli­

berative powers into one ; and thus conftituting 
an Unity in the Legiflative Power, as in the 
Executive.

I f  it be alleged that this inconvenience has 
not yet happened, and that it is not likely to 
happen ; I anfwer, that the acknowledged weak- 

nefs and inferiority o f Ireland/ dependent on 

Great Britain on all occaiions, for protection ; 
and by habit, accuftomed to fubmit to fubordi- 

nation ; has hitherto preierved the connexion : 
and in m oit cafes, fecured an unity in the 
exercile o f their différent powers. But thefe 

caufes have either entirely ceafed, or are daily 
lofing their force, and changing the courfe o f  

their operation lince the year 1782, and the in ­
dependence o f the Iriih Parliament.

T h e  prerogative o f  the Crow n is conflitu- 

tionally fubmiited to the control o f  Parliament ; 
but cannot be under the control o f  two differ­
ent Parliaments ; without contradiction and 
di fun ion ; except thefe two Parliaments could 
always be o f the fame mind : and who fhait 

pretend to give aflurance o f  their being fo ? It

j a  G is

Rem oved, 
by Unions

Prerogative 
o f the 
C row n,
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as to peace.

is at leail equally probable, that two free 
agents may differ in opinion; and between 
kingdoms, what muff be the confequence ? A  
treaty o f peace may be approved in Great 
Britain, and rejected in Ireland : is Great Britain 
to conclude a peace, and Ireland to continue at 
w ar ? or, is the abfurdity fo manifeit, as to 
compel the advocates for Irifh Independence to 
confefs, that, in fuch a cafe, the Irifh Parlia­
ment m uff, o f  courfe, abandon the exercife o f  
their powers, and adopt the proceeding o f  

Great Britain ?

I  w ill illuftrate this ftill farther by another 
fuppoiition, and put the cafe, that the Britiih 
Parliament had difapproved the articles o f  a  
treaty, fubmitted to their confederation, and 
that it fhould be reje&ed in confequence. 

W o u ld  the independent Parliament o f  Ireland 
expert, that the rejected treaty ihould be fub­

mitted to their coniideration ? or would they, 

in fuch a cafe, fubmit to have their deciiion 
concluded by the vote of the Britifh Parlia­
ment ? I f  the M iniftry in 1783 had been def- 
perate enough to appeal from the Britifh Par­

liament to the Iriih Parliament, inftead o f g iv ­
ing w ay, the cafe might adtually have occurred, 

and might have produced very ferious confe- 

quences.

B u t



But the cafe o f  war w ill appear infinitely 
frronger, and I will give it in the words o f M r. 
Foiter, who has reduced the effeót as low  as 
it could poifibly be itated ; but fiill it w ill be 
found to involve confequences o f the moft ca­
lamitous kind. “  Suppofe,”  fays that G en ­
tleman, “  the Britifh Parliament to approve a 

war, and that Ireland ihould difapprcve ; 

the only difficulty which this difference ot fen- 
timent could create, would be, that the one 

who difapproved, might withhold its Supplies, 

until good fenfe ihould induce it to acquiefce.”

So far we muft allow that M r. Foiter confi- 

ders the lu bjeit, rather as a financier, than as 
a ftatelman. T h e flopping the fupplies would 

undoubtedly be the firit confequence o f fuch 
difapprobation ; but the infallible confequence 
o f  withholding the fupplies, on fuch a ground, 

muft be a Séparation o f the two kingdoms, or 
an armed conteft ; which m uit end with the 

lofs o f liberty to one o f the two, and could not 

fail o f producing the greateil calamities to 

both.

If, in this preSent war with France, the Par­

liament had refuSed the Supplies, would not 

fuch a refufal have been viewed, by Great Bri­
tain, as an aft oS hoftility ? Situated as Ireland 

is, is it poffible for her to preServe a neutrality».

ç  a while
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while England is engaged in war ? She muft 
have made her optioo between Great Britain 
and France. But the confequences o f a con­
nexion with France have been fo ably deli­
neated by Lord M into, from page 60 to page 68 
o f  his Speech, that I had much rather refer to it, 

than injure the cauie by a feeble attempt at imi­
tation.

It would be injuftice to the Parliament o f 

Ireland, not to acknowledge that her conduct, 
during the prefent conteft, has been irreproach­
able ; and much freer from violence and inflam ­
matory declamations than for many years be­
fore. But may not this have been in a great 
meafure owing, partly to every ju ft caufe o f 

complaint being removed, and partly to fom eof 
the m oil violent Members in former Parlia­

ments having, in confequence, withdrawn 

themfelves from this ? On a future occaiion, 
m ight not this cafe be reverfed, and a combina­

tion of factious and ambitious innovators in­

fluence the Parliament to an oppoiite condu& ?

Britifh Ca- T h e  circumiîance o f the K in g  o f Ireland re­

ading in England, and acting in that capacity 

under the advice o f a Britifh Cabinet, ever has 

been, and continues to be, more and more every
G reat Seal, day, a fource o f jealoufy to Ireland ; as the Great 

Seal o f  Britain, being neceflary to legalize the

Acts
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Acts o f the Irifh Parliament, is felt as a mark o f 
inferiority, galling to the pride and pretenfions 
o f her now independent condition.

I f  thefe circumftances are impatiently fub- cireum- 
mitted to, at the prefent moment ; will they not fading to 
operate with increaiing force as Ireland advances fei,araIiûn- 

in wealth, ftrength, and confequence? Is it not 
in the nature ol the human mind to aipire to 
Equality ?

N il  a£tum putans, dum quid fupereiTet agendum.

Indeed the hiftory o f  Ireland, for the la ft 

thirty-five years, would exhibit but one conti­
nued political conflict with Great Britain ; in 

which conceflion has inceflantly bred new de­

m and; and, when Great Britain had nothing 

farther to grant to allay the craving o f  this in- 
fatiate appetite, the herfelf became the griev­

ance, and Ireland flew to arms to rid herfelf o f  

Britiih connexion. T h e individuals w ho, du­

ring this period, have occafionally excited this 
fpirit in the people, have in their turns ex- 

preffed perfed fatisfa&ion with the liberal con­
duct o f Great B ritain; but they have never 

been able to ftop the current o f jealoufy and dif- 

fctisfaflion which they had contributed to raife, 

and which, imperceptibly but invariably, has 
been carrying the kingdom o f Ireland from 

Britiih connexion ; and if  not counteracted by 

an Incorporate U nion, muft, certainly, and

moft
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íe co n d , 
Ireland  
conne& ed 
w ith  the 
B ritifh Par­
liam en t for 
regulation 
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T rade w ith  
foreign 
fa te s  j

moft probably at no very diilant period, termi­

nate in total reparation.

Thefe are fome o f the circumflances, that 
tend to feparation ; ariiing from the depend­
ence o f Ireland on the Crown o f  England. I 

ihall now proceed to view her as connected in 
commercial tranfacftions with Great Britain ; 
where the neceffity o f Union w ill appear ftill 
more apparent for the regulation o f trade ; 

which is now become a moit important obje6t 
to the kingdom at large ; though the right, by 
which it is held, has never been clearly afcer*- 
tained ; and explanation, on this moil import­
ant point, has been ftudiouily evaded ; a3 if  to 

referve it as a fruitful fourçe o f jealoufy 

and diffatisfaâion for hereafter. Accordingly 
w e find various interpretations have been given, 

and a variety o f pretenfions fet u p , which ever 

muft be the cafe in unafcertained cfaims. M r. 
Fofter, by the weight and authority o f  his 

name, has greatly contributed to generate, in  
the minds of his countrymen, erroneous ideas 

on this important and interefting fubjeft ; by 

every where talking o f the rights o f  Ireland to 

a  free trade, without any where informing 

them o f the true nature o f thofe rights, or froru 

whence derived,

T h e  foreign trade o f Ireland may be divided
intQ



into two branches ; the firit, that carried on with 
foreign fiâtes, which is held and enjoyed as a 
member o f  the Britiih empire, under treaties 
contracted by the Crown, with thefe fiâtes: 
and the fécond with the Britiih colonies, 
plantations, and fettlements; held by grant 
from Great Britain, under a variety o f  laws 
paifed in the Parliament o f  that kingdom.

It is evident, then, that the right o f  Ireland 
to this fécond branch, refis on the nature o f  the 
grant ; that the charter is in the records o f  the 

■Britiih Parliament : and, that Ireland, or the 

Iriih Parliament, can have no power to explain, 
amend, or extend.

Before 1780, feveral indulgences had been 
granted to the trade o f  Ireland, but in that year 
the famous A6t o f  the 20th o f Geo. III. ch. 10. 

known by the title o f  the Grant o f  Free Trade, 

was paffed ; which, after reciting the grant to 

Ireland, o f  a full participation in the trade o f  
Great Britain, with Britiih America, and the 

Britiih fettlements in America, or Africa, has 
the following claufe, ftating the conditions and 
terms on which the grant was made, and to be 
enjoyed :

<c Provided always, and it is hereby further 
cnadted by the authority aforefaid, that the im­

portation
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portation and exportation allowed by this A # ,  
ihall commence from, and as foon, and ihall 
have continuance lb long, and in fuch refpec- 
tive cafes only, as the goods, or any of them, 
which are hereby allowed to be imported from 

the faid colonies, plantations, or fettlements, 
into Ireland, or to be exported from Ireland 
into the laid colonies, plantations-, or fettle­

ments, fhall be liable, by fome A i t  or Adis o f 
Parliament to be made in the kingdom o f Ire­
land, to equal duties and drawbacks, and ihall 
be made fubjeét to the fame fecurities, regulations, 
and reflriftionsy in all other refpeits, as the like 
goods now are, or h e r e a f t e r  may be, liable 
and fubjeit to upon being imported from the 
faid colonies, plantations, or fettlements, into 
Great Britain, or exported from thence to fuch 
colonies, plantations, or fettlements, refpec- 

tively; in the coniideration of which equal 

duties and drawbacks, &c. &c.”

By this A 6 1 , the Britiih Parliament referved 
to itfelf the power o f regulation in all time to 
come; but left to Ireland the choice to follow 

her regulations ; or to give up a ihare in the 

trade. But the conduft o f the Iriih Parliament, 
even on this memorable occaiion, is not a little 
remarkable : they paffed a law, in compliance 
with the above, enabling the importions, re­

gulations, and reflri&ions, required by the
a  Britiih

( 48 )
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Britifh A i l  ; but without reciting, or recognis­
ing, the power referved by the Britiih Parlia­
ment to regulate in future : the preamble being, 
“  Whereas it is deemed reafonable, and for 
the advancement o f  trade and encouragement 
o f  manufactures, that all goods, & c.”  Irifh Sta­
tute, 20th o f  Geo. III. ch. 4.

I do not fay that this was purpofely omitted, 
with a view to create doubt or ambiguity as to 
the power o f legiilation; though, as it now 

ftands, it undoubtedly has that effect ; but it 

was, even at the moment o f  receiving a favour, 
a fignal proof o f  the jealoufy o f  the Irifh Par­
liament, which refufcd to acknowledge the Su­

periority o f  the Britiih Parliament even over 
their own immediate concerns.

Under this Aét, the kingdom o f  Ireland has 

an abfolute and unlimited right to a free trade ; 
but not unconditionally, for it can only be en­

joyed, by being made liable, by her own Par­
liament, to equal duties and drawbacks, andfu b - 

je ft  to the fame fecurities, regulations, and reftric- 
tions, in all other refpefts, as the Parliament o f  

Great Britain ihall, from time to time, think fit 
to enad. It is unneceffary to add, that Ireland 
enjoys this right merely in coniequence o f  this 
grant, as a member o f  the Britiih empire; and

h  w ould

R ight of 
Irel and to  « 
free trade.



would forfeit the right by liofiility or fepa-1 

ration.

Here then we fee, that the Britifh Parlia­
ment poffefles the exclusive right o f regulating 

an extenfive branch of the trade ot Ireland. 
But this is not all. By the power o f impofing 
additional duties, fhe has an indirect power of 
taxing Ireland alfo : the taxes, indeed, fo raifed, 

muit be by her own Parliament; and would be 
at their difpofal : but if  not impoied, in conie- 
quence of the A6t o f  the Britifh Parliament, 
the kingdom of Ireland would forfeit the branch 

or branches o f  trade, on which they had been 
laid by the Britifh Parliament ; not for ever, but 
until the Irifh Parliament impofed the fame 
duties, and iimilar regulations, reftri&ions,, 

& C .

W hoever reflects on the nature of two inde­
pendent Parliaments, and conliders the ftate in 
which this great queflion, involving the moft 

efl'cntiál interefts of the two kingdoms, has 
.iteen left; with a right of taxation and regula­

tion in the one Parliament ; acquiefced in, but 
not acknowledged by the other; and further 

takes into the account the jealoufy fhown by 
the Irith Parliament, even at the time o f  re­

ceivin g  the grant; will readily perceive a

fertile and alarming fource o f jcaloufy and dif-
fatisfaétion,

( 50 )
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fatisfa&ion, which never can be removed, bat 
by an United Parliament,

But to delay applying a preventive to the 

mifchiefs that may be expedited to a rife from the 

preicnt ilate o f  this queftion, would be a very 
culpable imprudence ; or to depend that a very 
probable event will never happen, becaufe ir 

has not hitherto taken place, is too weak to call 
for any anfwer. T h e  experience o f  ages 

would, in fuch a cafe, be no argument ; for it 
might happen on the next occaiion that oc­
curred. In the prefent queftion, however, even 
this femblance of reafoning is wanting; for the 
Irifh Parliament has, on various occafions, dif­

fered on matters o f common import, with the 
Parliament o f  Great Britain ; and i f  no bad 

confequences have followed, it mull: be im ­

puted, more to the temper o f  the one, than the 

prudence and difcretion o f  the other.

It did happen on the quefiion o f  the regency, 
in 1789; when the Irifh Parliament exercifed 

its powers in a manner that laid the foundation 
for very ferious difcuflions with the Parliament 

o f  Great Britain. I f  the temporary indifpofi- 
tion of the King produced, in the firfi inftance, 
fo material a deviation from the proceedings in 

the Britifh Parliament ; and fo effential a dif­
ference in the powers, with which the regency

H  2  w a s

I)ifFerent 
proceedings 
in  B ritiih 
and Iriih  
P arlia­
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was to have been inveiled in the two kingdoms ; 
who will pretend to fay, to what greater lengths 
the difference might have been carried, if the 
recovery of onr gracious Sovereign had not 
prevented the qucftion from coming to a de- 

cifion ?

in iygl, A  fécond inflance is to be found in the pro­

ceedings o f  1782, on which occaiion we have 
feen, that the Parliamerjt o f  Ireland evaded, or, 
as M r. Grattan fays, rejected a proportion for 
a final fettlement, though recommended by 
two different meffages from the Throne ; and a

in 1799. third will be found in the Addrefs of the Com ­
mons to His Majefty, in anfwer to the fpeech 
from the Throne, at the opening o f  the laffc 
Seifion; in which they not only omitted taking 
any notice o f the moil important point o f  His 

M ajefty’s fpeech, an Union o f  the two king­
doms, but ilruck out of their Addrefs the para­

graph that related to it.

I will not flop to inquire, if  fuch a conduél 
was dignified or parliamentary in itfelfj or du­

tiful and relpedful to the Crown: but it de- 
ferves to be moil particularly brought forwards 
to view, as a proof, thé moil poiltive and fa- 
tisfailory, o f a great and important fa it ;  to 

which I now with to call the attention o f  my 

reader; that the powers o f  the Crown, which is
nozv
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now the only bond o f connexion between the two 
kingdoms, are too weak to enfure rcfpeâ to it- 
felf, or to preferve a co-operation between the 
two Parliaments in great emergencies, or im­
portant queitions ; where the general interefts 
o f  the empire are equally concerned, and where 
co-operation is eflential to their very exiitence.

Our Conftitution has wifely encircled the 
Crown with prerogative, and itrengthened it 
with patronage and influence, in order to ren­

der it efficient as a branch o f  the legiflative 
power, not only to fupport it in regular con- 
tefls with the two Houfes o f  Parliament, but 

againil the more irregular and violent aflaults 

o f  civil commotion and infurreélion.

In order that the powers o f  the Crown may 
be adequate to thefe conftitutional objeéts, they 

mull, at all times, be in proportion to the 
power o f  the other branches o f  the Legiflature, 

and to the firength of the people whom it is 

appointed to govern. It is evident that when 
the Parliament o f Ireland acquired new powers, 

and an independence which has a natural tend­
ency to feparation, the power o f  the only re­
maining I  or id o f connexion ought, in prudence, 

to have been made proportionally ilronger ; 
but this has been fo far from being the cafe, that 

we ihall find it has been made proportionally

weaker ;

Powers of 
the  C row n, 
the  only 
bond of 
connexion, 
in e ff ic i­
en t j
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reduced in weaker ; for after every thing had been gained
3leland' r  1 n -  - ,  ,  tVior commerce and conititution, and that Par­

liament had repeatedly declared, that no con- 
iiitutional queftion would exift to difturb the 
harmony ; the Iriih Parliament directed its at­
tacks againft the Crown itfelf, as the laft bul­

wark that remained to be deftroyed, the laft 
grievance that excited their jealoufy and diffa- 
tisfa<5tion. W a s  the intention to weaken the 

connexion by weakening the only power on 
which it depended ? or was it the effect o f  a 
reftlefs fpirit o f oppoiition, hunting for mça- 
fures to diftrefs Government, and to revive the 
dying fparks o f  their expiring popularity ? But 

above all, to what fecret fprings and underhand 
\vorkings fhall we afcribe the fuccefs obtained 
over the Crown by a handful o f  men, who 

had ceafed to he formidable from having loft 

their confequence with the people ? I f  the for- 
trefs could not have been taken by affault, it 
could only have been by a voluntary furrender, 

or by an underftanding with the garrifon :— if 
the articles o f capitulation fecured very great and 

yaluable advantages to the garrifon at the ex- 
penfe o f  the governor, there would at leaft be 
a ftrong prefumption of a fecret underftanding. 

Piacc Bill. Be this as it may, in the year 1793 a Place Bill 

Penfion do. was paffed, and a Penfion Bill, in which His 
M ajefty was made to furrender, during his life, 

the hereditary revenue fettled on the Crown at
the
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the Reftoration, accepting in lieu thereof a 
Civil Lift eftabliihment o f 145,000/., and a 
Penfion Lift o f  80,000/. ; but the Adi o f  1795, 
introduced under the title o f  a Refponfibility Refponfibi-

. lity B ill.
Bill, and which afterwards paifcd under the 
title o f  a Bill for the better Regulation o f  the 
Receipts and Iflues o f  His M ajefty’s Trea- 
fury, &c. had for its direil óbjeét the tranf- 
ferring the patronage o f  the Crown from the 
K ing ’s Reprefentative to the fervants o f  the 

Crown,

W ithout entering into a detail o f  particulars 

relative to thefe Acts, it will be univerfaHy al­
lowed, that they have a direit tendency to re- Their ten* 
duce the influence o f  the Crown ; the obje£t 
indeed for which they were profeiTedly intro­

duced— and that is the only point I have in 
view* at prefent, to afcertain.

T h e  next inconvenience that the Crown lies Crown fuh- 

under, arifes from the perfon o f  the fovereign rih«°xa- 
being unknown : from his reiidence in ano- enc 
tlier kingdom, all the fupport and influence 
that might otherwile be derived from his per­
fonal virtues or amiable qualities are entirely 

loft ; and even the patronage, which is only 
left as a naked and undifguifed engine o f  g o ­

vernment, and therefore always in a degree un­

popular, is liable to many additional difad-

vantages
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from  dele­
gation ,

from  com ­
bination , 
icc.

vantages from the circumflance o f a delegated 
authority, which being only temporary, cannot 
poffibly have the intereft o f  a proprietor in the 
exercife ; and may naturally be fuppofed to con- 
fult the eafe and quiet o f its own individual ad- 
miniftration, more than the permanent intereits 

o f  the Crown ; or the accommodation o f  a fuc- 
ceffor, who is frequently an 'objeói of hatred, 

o f  jealoufy always.

T h e  confequence o f this is, that the moil 
valuable branches o f  the prerogative o f  the 

Crown, and the firit honours it has to beftow, 
are brought into contempt with the people, by 
an improper choice o f  the perfons on whom 

they are injudiciouily conferred ; and thus a 
popular clamour and odium are excited againft 

the Crown itfelf*

Thefe inconveniences exift in the very na­

ture o f  a delegated power, and they have a 
diredt tendency to weaken the influence o f  the 
Crown in its operation, as the only bond o f  
connexion between the two kingdoms, even 
when that power refts entire in the hands o f  the 
K ing ’s Reprefentative, and is exercifed by him ; 

but if by any accident, or in confcquence o f  ar­
rangement, as under the Refponlibility A 6 1  ; or 
o f  combination among the fervants o f  the Crown, 

as has frequently happened in the hiflory of
i  Ireland,

( 56 )
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Ireland, the power fhould be transferred from 
the hands of the Lord Lieutenant to the fer­
rants o f the Crown ; it would follow of courfe 

that the power o f the Crown would not only 
be paffive and unable to preferve itfelf, and 
maintain the connexion between the two 
countries; but that it might be converted into 

an engine to deitroy the one and to abolifh the 
other ; for, in cafe o f  fueh an event, the greater 
the power, the more certainly would it produce 
its own ruin.

The irritable pride o f two difiinót kingdoms, 

the toutchy jealoufy o f two independent Par­
liaments, and the inçreafing prolperity o f  the 
kingdom o f Ireland, all tend, by the phyfical 
laws o f  gravitation, to carry her from her con­

nexion with Great Britain, and a6l as an in- 
creafmg centrifugal force. T o  counteract this Centrifugal 

force, the influence o f  the Crown, or attractive °r d*d 
power, ought to reiide in Great Britain, to 
which fhe is to be attracted ; but i f  by any cir- 

cumitance the cmtripetal fow er fhould be added centripetal 

to thz,centrifugal, leparation muit be the im- pL ”cr‘ 
mediate confequence.

In a country, too, iituated as Ireland, with a 

free Conftitution and an independent Parfra- 
ment reiiding in that country, and the E xecu ­
tive Power in another, the immediate confe-

i quence
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quence muft be, a confiant firuggle for power 
and patronage between Prerogative and Office, 
between the Crown and the Parliament, be­
tween the fervants o f  the Crown in the one 
kingdom and the fervants o f  the Crown in the 
other : and accordingly we find the political 
hiftory o f  Ireland to confift o f  little elfe than 
accounts o f  the firuggles for power between 
thofe contending parties. But what is not a 
little remarkable is, that the Speaker o f  the 
Houfe o f  Commons in Ireland has generally 
been at the head o f fuch combinations, and 
confidered as the Minifter o f  the country ; the 
Government o f  which has been more or lefs 
tinctured by his charafler ; and quiet or tur­
bulent, in proportion as he has been ambitious 

or otherwife.

From  the acceiïion of the Houfe o f  Hanover, 

for it is unneCeflary to go higher, to the year 
1767, when Lord Tow nfhend was appointed 
refident Lord Lieutenant, Ireland had been 

principally governed by Lords Jufiices ; the 

Lord Lieutenant going over for only a few 
months every fécond year, for the meeting o f  
Parliament ; and during the whole o f  that pe­

riod, except about four years, from 1754 to 
1758, the Speaker was invariably one o f  the 

Lords Juftices o f  the kingdom.

During

( 58 )
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During the reign o f  George I. the Speaker SpeakerCo-

nolly.
Conolly enjoyed the confidence o f  the Crown, 
without perverting it to the private objects of 
ambition or intereil. H e was iuccecded in 
x 7 3 °  hy Sir Ralph Gore, who dying two years 
after was lucceeded by Henry Boyle, a man of Henry 
popular manners, fuperior abilities, and alpir- speaker, 
ing mind. T h e  great power he acquired in 

confequence made him impatient o f control, 
and frequently gave umbrage to his employers, 

whom he always confidered and frequently 
treated as inferiors ; fupported by a great ma­

jority in the two Houles, he conducted the 
K ing’s bufinefs with facility ; and the Lord 

Lieutenant fubmitted to his terms, and acqui- 
efced in his power, till the D uke of Dorfet and 

his ton and Secretary, Lord G . Sackville, lefs 
patient o f  control, tried to break the power o f 
this overbearing combination, by throwing the 

patronage into the hands o f Primate Stone, an P rim ate 

Englifhman, deficient neither in abilities or 

addrefs, though infinitely inferior in popular 
arts to his formidable rival. T h e  Speaker pre­

vailed in the ftruggle*, which had been car­

ried

* A  furplus had accumulated in the T reafüry, which  
H is Majeity had the power o f difpofing o f by his letters to  
the Lord High Treafurer ; but preferred recommending to 
the Houfe o f Commons to apply it for objects o f  national 
improvement. T h e  fubjeét o f the conteft was, whether 
this fliould be done by the K ing’s conftnt or ajfcnt : every

i % man
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ried on with uncommon violence for feveral 
years, and Government were reduced to capi­
tulate. Speaker Boyle was created Earl o f  
Shannon, with a penfion o f  2000/. a year for 
thirty-one years, and M r. John Ponfonby was 
raifed to the Chair. A  coalition had taken 
place between the contending parties, and the 
Primate, Earl o f  Shannon, and Mr. Ponfonby, 
were appointed Lords Juflices.

Things went on quietly until the death o f 
George II. rendered it neceflary to call a new 

Parliament ; and the Law of Poynings requir­
ing heads o f  a bill to be certified by the Privy 
Council into England, as caufes and confider- 
ations for calling a Parliament ; the effeéts of 
combination again ihowed themfelves in flop­

ping the heads of the bill required ; until the 

popular leaders had made their bargain, and 
come to an agreement with the new Adminif- 
tration : and though the o b je â  o f the combi­

nation was defeated, and the heads o f  a bill 
carried in the Privy Council by the fpirited con­

duct o f the late D u ke of Leinfier, then Lord 
Kildare, Government was not fufficiently 

firong to riik a conteil ; though a refoluiion

man was ready with his plan, and the fpoil was, as ufual, 
divided among the victors. T h is famous fcramble produced 
a thirft for public m oney, and a fpirit o f jobbing, that ihot 

their roots deep into the Iriih fyfteru.
was
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was then formed, which was afterwards exe­
cuted on the death * o f Lord Shannon, to break 
down the force of this combination by abolish­
ing the office of Lords Juftices, and appointing 
a refident Lord Lieutenant,

Notwithftanding this precaution, the efFeft 
o f combination has been frequently felt ; under 

the Adminiftration of Lord Buckin^hamfhire 
powerfully, though it aéted in difguife ; at the 

time of the Regency openly and avowedly, for 
a number of the fervants o f  the Crown not only, 
on that occafion, went over to Oppofition ; but 
did not bluih to fecure their continuance in 
office by a round robin engagement, which 

gave the law to Government, and obliged the 
Lord Lieutenant to retire.

If combination againft Government has not 
prevailed more for fome years in Ireland, it is 

to be greatly afcribed to the honourable con­
duct o f the firft fervant o f the Crown in that 

kingdom, who has been ever faithful to his 
truft ; and to the prefent Lord Shannon, who, 

from the time o f  accepting office, has never 
made any attempt to regain from the Crown 

the great and extenfive power that his father 
had fo long enjoyed.

*  In Decem ber 1764.

W ithout

1

Lord Clare.

Lord Shan­
non.
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. W ithout entering into any detail o f the pre*. 
fcnt fiate o f parties in Ireland, which is unne- 
cefTary, as it might appear invidious, I am pcr- 
iuaded that every man who reflc&s on the pre- 
fent political iituation of that country, will be 

convinced, that combination is a vice inherent 
in its very nature, and which cannot fail to 
difturb, if  not to deftroy, the connexion be­
tween the two kingdoms ; except the preroga­
tive and patronage o f the Crown can be at all 
times fecured to the Executive Power, in whofe 
hands they can only be fafely lodged, for the 
valuable purpofes for which they were origin­
ally granted by the coftftitution ; and iince 
experience has ihown the inefficacy o f  all other 

meafures that have been tried to effect this objeót, 
it becomes more neceflary to adopt an Union, 
by which alone it can be effedtually fecured.

Another great inconvenience that the Crown 

is expofed to in the government o f  Ireland, 
arifes from the peculiar circumftance of the 

legiilative power being lodged in the hands 
o f  the religious diílinélion, who are a minority 

of the kingdom, to the exclufion o f  the majo­

rity. This circujnftance infers a clofe connexion 

between Government and the favoured clafs: 
it confines the patronage o f the Crown to them, 

and the places of honour or emolument. It ac­

cordingly produces heart-burnings and jealou- 

fie.s among the great body of the people, which

they
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they extend to the Government itfelf as a party 
in what they coniider a fyftem o f partiality and 
injufiice ; while the Government being depend­
ant 011 the Parliament thus conftituted, are 
narrowed in their intercourfe with the people, 

and obliged frequently to wink at abufes which 
they want power to correct ; and thus G overn­
ment is rendered unpopular, and accuied of 
encouraging abufes by thofe w ho are ignorant 
o f  their real iituation.

This certainly is not a moment for reducing 

the efficient power o f  the Crown in either 

kingdom ; but ftill lefs in Ireland, where, over 
and above the duties and offices that the Crown 
is c h a r g e d  with in this kingdom, it has a much

D  C  7

more arduous and important taik to perform—  
the prefervation o f the connexion between the two 

kingdoms, o f  which it is the only bond : and all 

that I have faid on this fubjeit muft be conû- 

dered with a reference to this objeéi ; as a failure 
muft prove not only injurious to the Crown it­

felf, but ruinous to both countries.

I have thus, with a weak hand, given a faint 
iketch of an outline, which it would require 
infinitely greater abilities than mine, and more 

time than the circumftances will allow, to fill up 
in a proper manner. Strongly as I feel impreiT- 

cd with the importance o f the fubject, i f  I

had
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had given way to my feelings I fhould have 
painted, in much ftronger colours, the immi­
nent danger to which the ftate is expofed from 
the prefent connexion between the two king­
doms, and the neceffity o f  an Incorporated 
Union ; a neceffity which, unfortunately, does 
not now reft on abftraét reafoning ; but appeals 
from theory to faóls ; from fpeculation to prac­
tice ; from the inflammatory fpeeches on the 

independence o f Ireland in the fenate, to an 
appeal to arms, on the fame grounds, in the 

field . T h e  caufe o f  rebellion had been long 

the favourite theme o f  Parliamentary declama­

tion ; and the unhappy men who were deluded 
into infurre&ion, had been taught to coniider 

the independence o f Ireland, for which they 
fought, to be their unalienable birthright.

W il l  thole men, who rejected final adjuft- 

ment in 1782, ft ill perfift in keeping a queftion 

open for more bloodfhed, and all the terrors 
incident to civil war ; or will they now, fatiated 

with blood, agree to put an end to the conteft, 

and clofe the account, by uniting the two 

kingdoms on a folid and permanent bafis for 

ever ?

T o  the Parliaments o f  both kingdoms does 

the unhappy mother, bewailing the lofs o f  her 

darling fon, raife her fupplicating eyes; to 
a them



them does the helplefs orphan flretch his little 
hands ; to them does a kingdom, torn by civic 
diicord and religious animoiities ; ftained by 
crimes, and defolated by fire and fword, look 
up for relief : while the many thoufands of un- 
happy men who have loft their lives in the ar- 
bitiation o f  this unfettled queflion, point to their 
bleeding wounds, and urge the neceffity o f  a 

final adjuftment.

This naturally leads me to

K
» P A R T
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P A R T  III.

The internal Slate o f Ireland,

W EÎÏCH prefcnts to our view the moil jar­
ring and ill combined fyilem o f  civil policy, 
that is, perhaps, to be found in the annals o f 
mankind— a people divided into two religious 
diílinéíions firuggling for afcendancy ; united 

only in locality, difunited in views and intereils.

In every other country where religious dif- 
tinition has been made the teft o f  office, the 
majority has conftituted the eftabliihment. In 
Ireland the cafe is reverfed, in favour o f  the 
minority. T he Britiih laws were firit introduced 
into Ireland for the exclufive ufe o f  the Britijh  

fettlers within the Pale,and after a time extended, 

reafons for. as a favour, to the natives. T h e  exercife o f  
the Britifh Conilitution, which had likewife 
been introduced, was naturally confined to the 

Britifh fettlers ; and while Ireland continued a 
colony o f  Great Britain, and even after ihe 
ceafed to be a colony, a dependant kingdom, the 

Britiih fettlers had il ill a right to the exercife o f 
the government, which was upheld and Sup­

ported by Great Britain. But from the time 
that the Proteftants or Britiih fettlers invited the 

R om an  Catholics to join  them, to free the
kingdom

Religious
diftinc-
tions.

E ftabliih­
m en t ;



kingdom from what they called a flate o f  ila- 
very ; and declared their Parliament independent 
o f  G teat Britain ; it is a coniequence that they 
renounced the privileges which they poiiefled 
as Briti/h Jet tiers.

They claimed an independent Legiilature as a Revcrfedby 
nation ; they now exercffe it as a fitfic n . I f  Ía«pend* 
they were right in their claims on Great Bri­
tain, they muft be wrong in excluding the 

majority o f  the kingdom 'from  a participation.
B y renouncing the legiilative power o f  Great 
Britain they renounced their right to monopoly, 
and mull now abide by the coniequences, or 
come to a new arrangement.

F or in the prefent fyilem o f  monopoly o f  c o n f e r  
power and office, o f  the honours and diftinc- ce‘ 
tions o f  the ftate, in the hands o f  the minority 

o f  a people, from all which a&uating and de- 
iirable objedls a great majority o f  them are 

excluded inveterate enmity, deeply-rooted 
jealoufies, and deadly feuds, are the natural and

infeparable confequences-the angry and difcord-
ant paffions are inevitably accumulated, ready' 
to burit into a&ion ou every trivial occaiion.

Such an unnatural ftate, contrary to thephy- 
Jical laws or the world, never did ex iit and of Phyficai

• 5 r a iiles
never can  exift, for an y length o f  time ; and if*

K 2  Ireland
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Ireland were, in fail, what fhe vainly pretends to 
be, independent ; that is, if  fhe were left by E n g­
land to uphold the independence ihe proudly 
boafis of, ihe would foon have reafon to lament 
the effects o f  her vanity and ambition ; and to 
be convinced that fhe had claimed a power 
which muii prove her deftruilion ; and fet up 
a preteniion which deitroys itfelf if  left to its 
natural operation.

Experi- j f  jn the year i 7 q8 Ireland had been left to
cnce* .

the exercife o f  her boafted independence, or if  
Great Britain were either now, or at any future 
period, to leave her to fettle her contending in- 
terefls and religious divifions, and to decline 
interfering in her domeftic differences, the con- 
teft would, indeed, be o f  ihort duration, and 
m ufl infallibly be terminated by the overthrow 
o f  the prefcnt eftabliihment in church andflate. 
Proteftant Afcendancy, which can only be fup- 
ported by Britiih connexion, mufl: expe£t to be 
thrown aiide as an infolent ufurpation ; and 
Catholic Emancipation might be expeâed, by 
the law o f  retaliation, founded on the vindictive 
paffions o f  the human heart, to be transformed 
into Catholic tyranny, inflead o f  flopping ihort 

at Catholic afcendancy.
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superiority If  any man is weak enough to imagine, that 
of numbers. a c jy 'j p0iiCy as that o f  Ireland is at the

prefent
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prefent moment, can fubfift o f  itfelf, I deiire 
him only to take a pair o f  fcales in his hand, 
to put one pound in the one fcale and three in 
the other, and fatisfy himfelf that his opinion 
is contrary to the order o f  things. if ,  in the 
recent ftruggles, the weight o f  Great Britain 
had not been thrown into the fcale, Proteftant 
Afcendancy and Irifh Independence muft have 
kicked the beam.

Dr. Duigenan, in his Fair Reprefentation, Contnuy
s -  i  , yy* . • i aliei tion

p. 164, advances a contrary allertion ; he lays, Dr. Duigc- 
u  T h e  firength and puiflance of Irifh Rom an- ^ncT* 
ills have been put to the trial in their late re­
bellion. T h ey  were vanquiilied and completely 
fubdued by the Proteftant power o f  the nation, 
without any affiftance from England, iu the 
courfe o f about fix weeks."

I am far from a wifh to detract from the 
merits and good con d u it o f the Proteftant 
power of Ireland, by reminding the Docftor oi 
what is due to the Englifh and Scotch fencibles, 
whofe example, difcipline, and lervices, had 
no fmall influence on the good behaviour o f  
the Irifh. militia ; and who by their exertions 
kept down and fmothered the rebellion, parti­
cularly in Ulfter, and faved the country from 
ruin.

But
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JBut fo far was this from being done without 
the affiftance of England, in another rcfpeft, 
that without the confiant fupplies o f money 
remitted from that kingdom, there would not 
have been a ihilling in the Iriih treafury to pay 
either Irifh or Britiih troops. T h e  credit o f  
Government in that kingdom was fo low, that 
they could raife no fupplies but in England, 
under the fa n il ion of the Britiih Minifler, who 
was at lail obliged to raife the Iriih loans along 
with the Britiih ; in which manner he has pro­
cured, iince 1797, eight millions and a half 
from this kingdom for the fervice o f  Ireland; 
though the D oitor now choofes to cancel the 
obligation by denying any affiilance from E n g ­
land. It is true that the Iriih nation pay the 
intereil o f  the different loans that England has 
furnifhed for their fervice : but as 1 have not 
yet heard that the Roman Catholics have been 
exempted from contributing their fhare ; the 
D o iïo r  cannot, with any more juitice, claim 
this to the ability o f the Proteflants oppofed to 
the Rom an Catholics, than he can afcribe the 
quelling o f  the late rebellion to the Protefiant 
power o f  the nation without the afîîiîance of 
England. N o w  that the Rom an Catholics are 
entirely vanquifhed, if  the D o ilo r  w ould take 
the trouble to fatisfy Marquis Cornwallis, that 
the peace of the kingdom could be preferved 

by the Proteflant power o f  the nation, H is E x -  

4 cellency



ccllency would, I doubt not, be very much 
obliged to him.

T h e  counties o f  W ick lo w  and W exford, 
the feat o f  the rebellion, may be confidered as 
Protefiant : the provinces o f M uniter and Con- 
naught, wheie the Rom an Catholics prevail, 
were never engaged in the rebellion : and the 
Iriih militia, o f  whom three fourths, at the 
lowcil computation, are Roman Catholics, be­
haved, on all occasions, with loyalty and zeal. 

General reflections on the Rom an Catholics 
are therefore invidious, and the inferences un- 
founded.

I am ready to admit that the advantages en­
joyed by the Proteftants, in being poflefled o f  
all the places o f  power o f  the ft ate, and farther 

lupported by all the legal and conftituted au­
thorities, backed by a military force and the 
purfe o f  the nation, may, for a time, counter­
act the fuperiority o f  numbers on the fide o f  

the Catholics ; but without the further co-ope­
ration and affiitance o f  Great Britain in the two 
great points, men and money, all thefe united 

advantages could neither fecure internal peace, 
nor maintain the prefent fyftem, to the exclufion 
o f  the Roman Catholics.

(  7 i  )

But
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Pow er of 
th e  ftate de- 
ftroyed by 
in ternal di- 
irfions.

But wherever the eftablifhed fyftem of things 
cannot be prcferved without the concurrence 
and affiftance of a power without the ftate, 
Government there becomes, not the well-regu­
lated movement o f  the combined powers o f  
the ftate ; but a compreffive force, exerted to 
prevent the difcordant effe6l of oppoiite powers 
from deftroying each other. In a ftate fo con- 
iiituted, and coniifting of tw o opposite factions 
counteracting each other, the weight and at­
tention o f  Government are principally employed 
to preferve internal peace between the contend- 
ing parties ; by which occupation it is evident 
that the natural advantages, which ought other- 
wife to be derived from the united powers of 

fuch a ftate, in a conteft with foreign and hof- 
tile nations, are greatly diminifhed ; as what 
can be employed againft a common enemy is 
only the difference between the two internal 
factions, and the furplus o f the force in the 
hands o f  Government, that can be fpared from 

preferving peace between them*

I f  this fubjeil is touched on, the Proteflant 
takes the alarm ; he talks loudly of his right to 
an excluíive poffeffion, and he appeals to the 

Conftitution, fupported by a variety o f  laws 

that are clearly in his favour,

• T h e
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T h e  Roman Catholic, with equal warmth, 
claims his natural rights, treats exclufion as in- Natural 
juftice ; the laws as the grievance ; and the dedbywms, 
length of pofleffion, inftead o f  giving a right 
from prefcription, as the height o f the injury.
H e  reprefents that the Proteftants, when con- 
lidered as a part o f  Great Britain, firit excluded 
the Catholics from Parliament, and then pafled 
laws in their own favour, and for their own fe- 

parate benefit, at the expenfe o f  the Rom an 

Catholics. By whom is this point to be deter­

mined ? T o  what tribunal is the difference to 
be referred ? T h e  Iriih Parliament is a party.
It is too manifeft in what manner all fuch ques­
tions, involving the original rights o f  great 
bodies o f  men, muft ever be decided ; except a 

third power, with a common intereft in the hap- 

pinefs o f both the contending parties, can be 
found, to whofe juftice the arbitration o f  their °* arbitra- 

differences may be fafely entrufted : to give effi­

ciency to fuch a tribunal, it is farther neceffary, 

that it ihould poffefs the power to enforce its 

decrees, and carry its decifions into execution.

It is very plain, that all thefe advantages u n ite d  P ar- 

would be derived from an united Parliament ; proper um - 

which would be divefted o f  all partialities, and pirc‘ 
local interefts ; whijch would have a common 
intereft in fatisfying the contending parties by 

doing juftice between them, whofe firft objedl

l moil
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ïnuft be to render them both ufeful to the fiâfè ; 
which can only be, by removing and deflroying 
the caufes that, at prefent, occafion theif differ­
ences, and which would poffefs power fufficient 
to carry the arrangement into effedh* It is evi­
dent that this great objeft could not be accom- 
plifhed either by partiality or injuilice ; and 

confequently that it is for the advantage o f  both 
parties to fubmit their differences to this mode 
o f  arbitration ; inftead of keeping ailive the con- 

tefl, which has already coil; fo much blood ; ana 
muft coft fo much more, while the determina­

tion lies between the Proteflants and the Rom an 
Catholics, before a court which is a party ; and 

whofe very formation is the great fubjedl o f  li­

tigation, and from which there is no appeal but 
to arms.

But fuch is the jealoufy o f the two parties, 

and fuch the oppofifion o f  Protejlant AJceruU 

ancy and Catholic Emancipation, that whatever 
meafure has the appearance o f  being approved 

b y  the one, creates di'flruft in the other ; and the 

great difficulty is, to get them fo far to hufh 
their differences, as to liften to any propolitioii 

for accommodation : while the advocates for 

cither, exclufiveïÿ, pufh their arguments to the 
extreme ; frefh warmth and violence are pro­

duced, inftead of the temperament that leads to 

accommodation : while ftatute law and natural 
I rights

( 74 )
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rights knock their heads together, freih paillons 
are engendered ; and the parties, ftrong in their 

reipeitive pretenfions, ftand at open defiance.

Lord Minto, in his ingenious Speech, had LordMinto 

given a beautiful theory o f the relative fituation Duigenan. 

o f  the two parties ; with a view to afcertain the 
policy o f  the prefent fyftem o f exclufion, and 
the natural right, that a majoritty o f  any people Natural 
pofleiTedto a participation,  at leait, in the go- r ' h " 

vernment o f their country.

Dr. Duigenan, with confiderable irritation, 

takes the alarm at the firft inquiry into the na­
ture o f the title, and flies, with his monopoly, to 
the Statutes for protection. Lord M into, after 
examining the right that a minority had to make 

laws to exclude the majority, had added, that 
prefcription could not fanctify injuftice, or cure a 

title fundamentally wrong. I h e  D o ito r  runs 
away with the word prefcription, as i f  Lord 

M info had ftated it to be the only authority, 

under which the Proteilants held and exercifed 

their afcendancy ; and quotes a long firing of 

fiatutes in defence o f  their powers.

A  little confideration w ould have convinced 
the Doctor that this wafte o f labour might have 

been fpared ; for Lord M into had never called 

in queftion the exifience o f  thefe fiatutes, nor
1 2 ' • the
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the right derived under them : his Lordfhip s 
inquiry being directed to the principles, on 
which thefe ftatutes had been framed, and how 
far the continuing fuch reitridive ftatutes was 
confident with juflice and good government. 
T h e  ftatutçs are the point at iilue, the caufe of 
complaint : without them the Roman Catholics 
would have no grievance ; and Lord M into’s 
arguments would be without an objeéh T h e  
mifunderftanding ariics entirely from the D oc­

tor’s applying the word right to a totally differ­
ent object from what Lord M into had in his 
view ; the Doctor iheltering the right o f  the 
Proteftant under the ftatute law ; and Lord M in ­
to’s inquiry being directed to the natural rights 

o f  the Roman Catholics in oppofition to thofe 
ftatutes, from their being a majority o f the 
people.

T h e  Do£i:or, after taking a great deal of pains 

to reduce the relative numbers o f  the Roman 

Catholics, endeavours next to do away the 
force o f the argument in their favour, from their 

being a majority ; by faying, “  that a majority 

o f  the people is to be eftimated, not by the 

numbers or poll ; but by property ; inafmuch as 
property is the foundation o f  the reprefentative 

fyftem ! O f  the reprefentative fyftem, it cer­

tainly is ; for, there, property being a reprefent- 

ptive o f theie who live under it, may very pro­
perly
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perly be admitted as a criterion of numbers : 
but in difputes for political rights, between great 
bodies o f men, reprefentation muft give way to 
reality : i f  they cannot fettle their differences 
in an amicable manner, agreeable to the princi­
ples o f  equity ; the conteit muft be, ultimately^ 
decided by numbers and phyficalforce.

So that this horn o f  Lord Minto's dilemma> 
which the Doétor flattered himfelf he had de­

stroyed, remains in the fame ftate as he found it.

T h e  Doéïor is aware how tremblingly alive 
the Irifh are, i f  the title -to property be touched 
on ; and, probably to excite their alarm, has 

given them to underftand, that Lord M into 
had refted their right to property, as well as to 

political franchife, on prefcription. H e  fays,

T h e  iniinuation, that many Irifh Proteftants 
derive the titles o f  their eftates from prefcrip­

tion, is equally groundlefs.”  T h e  iniinuation, 
i f  made, would, certainly, have been groundlefs : 

Lord M into, however, in his Speech (p. 73), 
does fay, T h e  Catholics o f  Ireland not only 

claim a participation in the civil franchifes en­
joyed by their Proteftant countrymen ; but they 
fojler claims on the property o f Proteftants, the 

prefent pofleflion o f  which they treat as mere 

ufurpation ; and thefe claims are o f  no trifling 
extent,”

A s

T itle  ta  
p roperty ;
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As this fubjcct has, on every occaiion of Ro-* 
man Catholic claim, been brought forward to 
frighten the Proteftants from relaxing ; by re- 
prefenting the lofs o f their property as the con­

sequence ; I feci forry that any thing ihould 
have fallen from fo great an authority as Lord 

M into, that could, in any manner, countenance 
an idea, that the civil franchifes, and property 7 
refled on the fame foundation ; and that a re- 
itoration o f  the former neceffarily involves the 
latter. O n fuch 3. point, men’s fears are eaiily 

alarmed ; the touching on the fubjell w ill be 

conlidered as an intimidation; and the fnail 
does not, more inflinélively, fhrink within his 

ihell, than the Protefl.ant within his exclufive 

privileges, the inftant that property is touched 
çn.

T h is  I am convinced is owing to his fears, 

and not to his reafon ; for if  he would but 

calmly confider this important fu b jeâ  as it really 

is, he will find, that it is now totally and abfo-
Refump- lutely impoffible that a refumption o f property
tio n  irnpof- n  i  j  /  r  7 •* t  7 7
îîbie. fhoul(l evçr pe propofed in Ireland, m whatever 

hands the government o f that country may be ; as 

it will be eafy to fhow that the Rom an Catho­

lics are now no lefs intercited than the Protcft- 

ants, in preferving the prefent eflablifhment o f  

property, as founded on charters or ilatutes* 

for the reafons that I (hall affign hereafter.
But



But as I have above, on the iubje6t o f  civil 

rights, appealed from the law to principle, on 
which the law was founded ; I may be aiked, 
w hy others may not do the fame in the cafe 

property ? I anfwer, that they are in every re- Difference 

fpeét different'. Property is the creature o f the v n  rights01” 

law, and belongs to an individual, or indivi- < ProPCP* 

duals, excluiively : civil rights are the birthright 
o f  the people, or community : property may be 

alienated and transferred from one hand to 

another, in a variety o f  ways, prefcribed by 
law  ; it may be divided and fubdivided through 

a  number o f  hands : but civil rights, though they 

maÿ be feized by force or fuppreffed by vio­

lence, area  fpecies o f  mortmain, belonging to 

the community, that cannot be alienated.

So far for a difference in the theory ; but 

poiTeffion will not be quieted with theories: I  
come then to pradice. '

T h e  date o f the lair forfeitures in  Ireland ir i fh fo r -  

is upwards o f one hundred years old ; and fuch is feitjre-’ 

the delicate nature o f  property, that a law  was 

pafled in Great Britain, to limit the nullum tern- 
pus ot the K ing ’s claim to royal demefnes to 
lixty years; between man and man forty years 

give a prefcriptive right in England, and twenty 
in Ireland : the fame law is to be found in the 

jurifprudence o f every country in Europe; from

which

( 79 )
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which I dcfire to claim no more, than that the 
principle is univerfally recognifed as a fir jl prin­
ciple ; a departure from which would be pro­
ductive o f  much greater injury and inconve­
nience than the obfervation o f  it; and that 

confequently all men are interefled in preferv- 
ing it.

T h e  next coftfideration derived from the 
lapfe o f  time is this, that if  a law now were to 

pafs, offering to reftore the eitates forfeited in 
1699, to the reprefentatives o f  the then pro­

prietors, I do not believe that twenty could be 
found, who could prove their defcent in a court 

o f  juftice; the proprietors fled to the continent, 
generally entered into foreign fervice, and few 
o f  that profeffion fettle and marry ; and the 

defendants o f  the few, who may be now alive, 

would find it next to an impoffibility to prove 
their defcent; owing to the d e fin it io n  o f  regif- 

ters and records in France, and other diftant 

caufes. I f  this difficulty were got over, and 
their title-deeds preferved, it would, in m ofi 

cafes, be impoffible to trace the property itfelf.

I have heard a great deal o f  maps, kept in 

foreign colleges, like bugbears to frighten chil­

dren. I have feen fome o f them, and I can 
truly fay they are fit for no other place, and 

feem to have been formed for the fabulous ages
of

«
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ô f  the Iriih hiftory, as all the diviiions are$ 
into countries o f 0 ‘Shaughnefleys, O'Briens, 
0 ‘Connors, &c. &c. without counties, cities, 
rivers, or mountains.

D o& or Duigenan, in his Appendix 011 the 
Comparative Property o f  Iriih Proteftants and 
Rom an Catholics, has given a very defective 
view o f  that fubjeót ; by confining his inquiry 
to property held in fee, without taking into the 

confideration the various other ways by which 
a man may, in Ireland, acquire a property in 
land : for though the Roman Catholics could 
not purchafe lands in Ireland from the year 

17°3 till 1782, nor lend on mortgage, or take 
leaies for ever, or for lives; yet various modes 
o f  evafion had been introduced in practice, for 

the accommodation of the Rom an Catholics ; 
fuch as long leafes for 99 years, and 999 years; 

and fining down the rent o f  fuch leafes to a 

pepper-corn ; which in fa d  transferred the pro­
perty to the leiTee; which fpecies o f  property 
came into great requeft, being ealily tranf- 
ferred, and not fubjedl to judgm ent debts, as 

fee-fimple property; and bonds were, by en­
tering judgment, made liens on the eftate; fo 
that no bond was paffed, in Ireland, without a 
judgment : infomuch that I believe I may 
venture to fay, that there are very few eftates 
in the kingdom, in which the Rom an Catholics

M have

Compara* 
tive ftate of 
property,
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U furpation 
o f Crom ­
well.

P roperty  
Heftroyed 
by anar­
ch y ,

have not a confiderable intereft, iii one or 
other o f  the above ways : befides the other 
modes o f  acquiring property* bydefcent, fuccef- 
iipn, by will, marriage fettlement, and by pur- 
chafe and mortgage, fince 1782.

W hoever refle&s on the above circumfiances, 
and confiders through how many different hands 
the forfeited property may have pafled in the 
courfe o f  an hundred years, will perceive how 
impoilible refumption is become ; as the R o ­
man Catholics themfelvcs would be injured by 
it, and are interefted with the Proteftants in 
preferving property on its prefent footing; for I 
believe every body will agree, that for every 
Rom an Catholic interefied in refumption, there 
are thoufands interefied in preferving property 

under its prefent fettlements.

T h e  ufurpation o f  Cromwell did not lait ten 
years ; and yet, in that ihort fpace, the for­

feitures had pafled through fo many hands, 
that refumption was found impracticable; and 

on the Reftoration, a law was pafled, confirm­
ing all the grants o f the ufurper.

W h ile  there is a regular eftablifhed govern­
ment in Ireland, whether the Proteftants have 
the afcendancy, or the Roman Catholics, pro­

perty is equally fecure: property has nothing
to



to fear but from anarchy ; and thofe who have 
the greateft ihare o f property in Ireland, are 
more immediately intereiled in preferving order 
by the moft liberal attention to the great body 
of the people; infread ofexafperatingthem to ex - 
cefs and diforder ; firft by excluding them from 
the honours and emoluments o f  their common 
country, and then treating them with contempt 
and abuiive language ; for this is pouring oil 
on the fire, and adding infult to injury.

W henever, on the contrary, -the people are 
provoked by injury, or goaded by infult, to fly 
to arms; property has every thing to dread 
from the fubverfion of government. In the late 
rebellion, property was in imminent danger; 
not in confequcnce o f  the claims o f  the Catho­

lics, but from jacobinical principles, calculated 
to make war on property, as fuch, without 
any refpedl o f  the perfons to whom it belonged.

I f  Doctor Duigenan be right in calculating 
that fcarce a twentieth o f  the landed property o f 
Ireland belongs to Roman Catholics; it is to 
be regretted that fuch an unequal diiiribution 
exifts; it is like a fhip with her ballail 
flowed all to one fide. Is it wonderful, if  con­
fiant confuiion fhoukl prevail in a country, 
where two thirds of the people have fo little 
intcreft in preferving order ? A gain, if  the Doc-

m  2 tor

and Jacobi­
nical p rin ­
ciples.

U nequal
d iitn u u tio n  
of property.
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inequality tor were right in charging all the infurrections 
o f num bers. }3  . 6

and rebellions in Ireland to the Roman C a­
tholics, would not this inequality alone, ac­
count for its being fo? But the truth is, that 
all diforders, in any country whatever, muft be 
the diforders o f the majority ; confequently in 
Ireland belong to the Roman Catholics ; and 
certain it is, that in whatever manner, or on 
whatever pretence, a civil war has broken out in 
Ireland, it has uniformly degenerated into a 
war o f  religious diftinftions. E ven  the late re­
bellion, which was begun, planned, and con­
trived by the Diffenting republicans o f  Belfaft; 
and which was purpofely formed to unite all 
religions again# Britifh connexion, no fooner 
broke out, than the principle was overpowered 
by the majority o f  the Rom an Catholics, whofe 

deep-rooted prejudices led them to d ireâ  their 
vengeance on the churches and the clergy ; as 
the Proteftants have iince retaliated by burning 
chapels and deftroying cottages, in fpite o f  

every precaution that lias been ufed to prevent 
fuch excefles.

Afpenty of T h e  Doóior may be considered as the Fugal 

diftinc- man of Protçftant Afcendancy; and whoever 
looks into his book, will find the afperity which 
religious diftinétion infufes into party, ftrongly 
pourtrayed ; and be fatisfied that, if  this fpirit 

were univerfal, I have far underrated the fer-
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tile fource o f  jealoufy and dilcontents tliat muíl 
inevitably diilradt that unhappy country from 
the difference o f  religion, and the difference o f 
the political fituation of the profeffors.

W h en  we find Dodlor Duigenan, whom I 

never heard diftinguiihed for a cruel difpofition, 
who is eftcemed a good moral man, fo far 
heated by this fpirit, as to fpeak o f  Lord Corn­
wallis’s humanity, as a criminal weaknefs; 
and to cenfure the conduit o f  two o f  his officers 
for fparing the lives o f 600 o f the poor wretches, 
ihut up in the W ick lo w  mountains; and for 
trying to reclaim them from tlicir delufion, by 
a dance and a glafs o f  whiikey, inftead of 
butchering them in cold blood, when they were 
in their power; we ihould only reft our view 
on the dreadful effects produced by the gall o f  
religious divifion on the milk o f  human kind- 
nefs ; and, paifing over the individual, draw 
the general inference, that good policy as well 

as humanity enforce the obligation o f  correiling 
the fyftem that breeds fuch deadly enmity and 
hoitile paffions ; for thefe are not the effects o f  
the religion; but o f  the grafting a political 
fyftem on religious diftin&ions.

But even thefe pailions are not common to 
all the Proteftants; the generality o f  whom 
may be allowed to have liberal feutiments, ancj

to
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to be difpofed to accommodation with their 
countrymen of the Roman Catholic religion : 
and accordingly the violent oppofers have been 

orange- marked by the name o f  Orangemen ; from
men.  . . .  . .

K in g  W illiam, who laid the foundation o f  the 
penal code againft Roman Catholics ; and thefe 
are fubdivided, on this occafion, into Ecclefiaftie 
and Laymen ; the former inclining to an 
Unioii, the latter furious in their oppoiition.

F ew  men are capable o f  forming abftraft 

views of general utility; and ftill fewer capable 
o f  the gcneroiity required to facrifice private 
interelts to the good o f  the community. W e  
ihall therefore confidcr the different effe6ts to 
be expected from an Union, on the different 
interefts; in order to account for this difference 
in the condu6t o f  two claffes o f men united in 

a common enmity to their Rom an Catholic 

countrymen.

Church of Xhe church o f  Ireland is not only an obie& 
J rd a n d  # . .

o f  jealoufy to the Roman Catholics, and, in 
her prefent Hate, muft ever be expofed to 
danger from that quarter ; but, from the pecu­
liar circumfiance o f  being poffeffed o f  a very 
great landed property, which is an objeót o f 
jealoufy to the Proteflant gentry, who regard 
it with an evil eye ; fhe cannot rely on her 

own fons for fupport; and runs the riik o f  being
facrificed
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Sacrificed to a compromife between her friends 
and her foes. Her conduit in embracing Britifh favours

Um on.
connexion, in the hope o f  identifying her in- 
terefts with the church o f  England, is very 
prudent and perfectly ju f i ;  as fhe can more 
fafely rely on the juftice o f an United Parlia­
ment, than on her fufpicious allies in the Par­
liament o f  Ireland.

Church lands have loft the benefit, derived church 
to lay property, from a common intereft; owing 
to the very circumitance, which was intended 
for their fecurity, their being unalienable.

Landed property, held in mortmain, being, 
like civil rights, unalienable, may be con- 
fidered as belonging to the community, rather 
than to individuals.

T he power o f  the Legifiature over the landed 

property o f  the church; to regulate, limit, and 
difpofe of, is fo fully recognifed, and has been 

fo frequently exerted, that a doubt cannot exiii 
on the fubjech

O f  tithes I fay nothing, whether the right to Tithes 
them be founded on the bible or the flatute- 
book ; on right divine, prefcription, or law.
I  he tithe o f potatoes, the fcourge o f  the cot- of potatoes, 

tager, calls loudly for Parliamentary regulation.

% A  modus

%
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C hurch 
land , a bar 
to  im prove­
m ent.

R om an Ca­
tho lic  h ie­
rarchy .

A  modus would refcue the poor man from a 
grievous oppreflion, and prevent the fhocking 
cruelties that clergymen and tithe-farmers have 
too often experienced in confequence.

T h e  quantity o f  land belonging to the 
church of Ireland is acknowledged, univer- 
fally, to be a bar to national improvement. If, 
with better management, it fhould be found 
fufficient, in addition to the tithes, to maintain 
the eftablifhed church with becoming dignity 
andeafe; and, at the fame time, to afford a 
decent maintenance to the Rom an Catholic 
clergy; would it not be a very deiirable mea­
fure, and a very wife one, both for the Govern* 

ment, and the Church itfelf ?

I am a ilnccre friend to the eftablifhed 
church o f  Ireland ; but t  am ftill more fo to 
religion : and can never lofe fight o f  the great 
objeét o f melting down religious diftintSHons, 
and forming two inimical feits into one com­

munity o f  Chriftians and friends.

A  hierarchy, unacknowledged by law , and 
independent o f the Crown, an imperium in im- 

perio, is full o f  danger to the ftate. I f  the R o ­
man Catholic priefthood were maintained by 

the ftate, they muft o f  courfe be dependent on 
the government; which they would, from 

thence, have an intercft in fupporting : inftead
o f
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oi being the channels o f  fa<5tion, agitation, and 
infurreétion, they would become the preachers 
o f  order, Subordination, and quiet. T h e  lean 
beafts are always reitleSs and troublefome, and 
breaking down the fences o f  the rich enclo­
sures; the fat cattle enjoy themfelves, and lie 
quiet.

It is a miftake that there is any thing, in the 
Rom an Catholic religion, that precludes Such a 
connexion between the government and their 

church, as the public good requires. Under 
the French monarchy, the Parliament o f  Paris 
condemned, as itrongly as the Parliament o f 
Great Britain, that dangerous tenet formerly 
advanced by the Popes, that they had a power 

to abfolve lu bjeâs from their allegiance ; and, 
that excommunicated kings might be depoSed by 
their lubjedts : the doitrine was abominable, 
and it ought to be renounced. T h e  kings o f  
France appointed to all benefices, the Pope 

poifeifing nothing but an appeal, in fp ritu a - 
lities. O n the Same ground, the matter o f  Su­
premacy might be eafily adjufted in Ireland.

It will, I think, be allowed to be a matter o f  
little confequence as to the ftate; whether ordi­
nation, confecration, induction, &c. be derived 

from the Pope or the Primate; while the ap-

n  pointm ent

French  
ch u rch  u n ­
der m o n ar­
chy.



( 9° )
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boroughs.

pointment to all temporalities is veiled in the 

King.

T h e  fame reafons, that very properly induce 
the church of Ireland to favour an Union with 
Great Britain, ought, i f  well underflood, to 
have the fame effeil on the lay Orangemen, 
who now give it fo a violent an oppoiition ; 
though certainly fome excufe is to be made for 
thofe3 who coniider themfelves pofleffing an 
exclufive right to the places and the emoluments 
o f  the ilate ; objects which no man can be e x ­
pelled  to refign without regret, even when 
compelled by juilice and neceffity fo to do.

T h e  facrifice they are called on immediately 
to make, in confequence o f an Union, is the 
property they poflefled in boroughs ; and when 
we coniider that this fpecies o f  property was o f  

all others the moil fought after, as giving dif- 
tin6lion, confequence, and coniideration to the 
poiïeiïor; it m uil be allowed that every atten­
tion is due to make an adequate compenfation 
for what it may have been the work o f  ages to 

acquire ; fince the facrifice becomes ncceflary 
to the public good, and the peace o f  the coun­

try. For though they will gain in common 

with all their countrymen by an U nion, their 
peculiar iituation demands a peculiar attention, 

even after all the abatement that can be made,

from

s
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from this fpecies o f  property’s not being recog- 
nifed by the conflitution ; from the poffeffion 
being precarious, and fubjelt to many accidents 
and difficulties ; and, above all, from its being 
the particular object o f  jealoufy to the Roman 
Catholics, who conftantly tacked a Reform of 
Parliament to their demand o f  being admitted 

to a feat in the Senate.

O f  the 300 M em bers compofing the Houfe s ta te  of
.  .  Irifh  repre-

o f  Commons o f  Ireland, about 180 were re- femation. 
turned by clofe boroughs, confifting o f  twelve 
burgefles, and a fovereign or chief magiilrate, 
fcattered like fortreffes over the country for the 
protection of, and encouragement to new fet- 
tlers. W h ile  thefe remained in the hands o f  
Proteilants, Rom an Catholics, i f  admiilible, 
had final] chance of being returned. T h e  mode 
of Parliamentary Reform propofed in England, Reform, 

was an additional number o f  county Members ; 
as leaft liable to the influence o f  the Crown : 
but the object in Ireland, was to favour the 

admiflion o f  Rom an Catholics to borough 

elections; by extending the right o f voting, 
not only to the freeholders and freemen within 
the borough, but to thofe refldent in a certain 

diitrict round it.

W ith ou t fome fuch change in the prefent 

fyftem o f  reprefentation, the Rom an Catholics
n  2 would
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R om an Ca­
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would never have been fatlsfied; and i f  the 
borough-owner now receives a proper compen- 
fation, he will realize an uncertainty; he will 
efcape from wrangling and quarrels; and cut 
o ff  a fruitful pretext for diforder and agitation. 
So that, every thing coníidered, I doubt not 
that, if  a proper compcnfation be given, he will 
think he makes a very good bargain. A t  all 
events, the interefis o f  fifty or fixty individuals 

cannot be allowed to fiand in the way of a 
great national arrangement, which will give 
peace and order to their diftraited country; 

and fecure the prcfent eftablifhment in church 
and ilate, by an incorporation with Great 

Britain.

I f  the Roman Catholics iliould from hence 

infer that they are confequently to be for ever 
excluded, aâ at prefent, from a participation in 
national advantages ; they would argue very 
wrong ; for the fecurity and ftrength of the 

Proteftants would remove the only juft and 
reafonaWe objeélion that can be advanced by 

them, to any propofal for farther conceffion : 

their fears being once removed, their oppofition 
w ill ceafe. A t  prefent, they dare not give a 

ihare for fear o f  lofing the w hole; as they are 
weaker in point o f  numbers, they find their 
fafety in keeping the affailants without their in- 

trenchments : when the garrifon is reinforced,
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they can throw their gates open, without an 
appreheniion o f  danger.

T h e  Roman Catholics, therefore, ihould fee, 
that it is their intereil that the Proteftants 
fhould be fully fatisfied in this point ; as the 
certain means o f  obtaining whatever they can, 

in juiiice, deiire. But, if  the Rom an Catholics 
expeét that articles o f  agreement fhould be en­
tered into, beforehand, for fpecial obje&s; they 
will expe6l what the nature o f  the circum- 
itances renders impoffible; for there is no 

power now in exiilence, that could give them 
this affurance : the K ing  cannot, much lefs can 
the Minifter, though he has exprcfled his opi­
nions, with regard to them, with fufficient pre- 
ciiion to leave no doubt o f  his intentions, at a 

proper feafon. A n d  the very object o f  the 
U nion is to create a tribunal, before whom  

their claims will be fure to find an impartial 
reception, and a candid examination ; and who 

alone w ill be competent to decide on their 

merits.

T h e  only queftion for them is now to decide, Oueition
w # # for their

whether they will repofe their confidence iti an coniidera- 

united Parliament, who can have no objedt but 
to fatisfy every clafs o f  His M ajefty’s Iriih fub- 

jeéts ; and whofe wifh muit be to remove inter­

nal diviiions, and to form them into one people 2
or



*

or will they retain their Parliament, as at prc- 
fent, which is one objeót o f their complaints ? 
will they trail to the juftice and beneficent 
views of their gracious Sovereign, who has 
liftened to their prayer and granted their re- 

quefts after they had been rejected by their own 
countrymen ? W ill  they rely on the Marquis 

Cornwallis, whofe lenity and attentions they 
duly experience ; or on the Orangemen, who 
now court their fupport ? W ill  they rely on the 
men, who in 1789 excited their tenantry to 
commit the diforders which gave rife to the 
Peep o f  Day Boys, and Defenders* ? W ill  they 

truft the men, who, in 1 792, pledged their lives 
and fortunes, at their county meetings, to fup­

port Proteftant Afcendancy ; and who, in 1793, 
endeavoured to defeat, when they could not pre­
vent, His M ajefly ’s gracious recommendation o f  

their caufe to the Iriih Parliament, by intro­

ducing the excluiions o f  which they now com­

plain ?

* In the fummer o f  1788, M . F. Efq. then H igh Sheriff 
of the county o f Down, came to Dublin to requefl the then  
Lord Lieutenant to intercede with two Noblem en o f  that 
county, who, from miftaken zeal, were fuppofed to have 
encouraged their tenants to break into the houfes o f the R o­
man Catholics by night, under the pretence o f iearching for 
arms ; as thé diforders produced thereby, threatened ferious 
confequences to the peace o f  the county. T h e  Roman C a­
tholics were then ilyled Defenders ; a name they retained 
after they aéled offeniively ; for the enfuing winter and 
fpring they, under the pretence o f retaliation, were gu ilty  
o f great enormities.

T h e

( 94 )



( 95 )

T h e  Roman Catholics now demand RmancU Emandpa- 

pation. I f  they were in a ftate o f flavery, in tlon’ 
what other language could they fue to be re- 
lealed ? As it may not be generally underflood 
what is meant by this degrading epithet, I ihall 
quote the claufe o f  the A 6 1  33 Geo. III. ch.
21. containing the enumeration o f  offices, &c. 
from which the Roman Catholics are excluded 

by the oaths required to be taken to qualify,
&c.

Sec. 9. “  Provided always, and be it ena6led, Provifoof 

that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or iiYch. 21. 
be conflrued to extend, to enable any perfon to 
lit or vote in either Houfe o f  Parliament, or to 
hold, exercife, or enjoy the office o f  Lord L ieu­
tenant, Lord Deputy, or other C hief Governor 

or Governors o f this kingdom, Lord H igh C h an ­
cellor, or Keeper or Commiffioner o f  the Great 
Seal o f  this kingdom, Lord H igh Treafurer, 

Chancellor o f  the Exchequer, Chief Jüftice o f  
the Court o f  K in g ’s Bench or Common Pleas,

Lord C h ief Baron o f  the Court o f  Exchequer,
Jufiice o f  the Court o f K in g ’s Bench or C o m ­
mon Pleas, or Baron o f  the Court o f  E xchequerj 
Judge of the H igh Court o f Admiralty, M after 
or Keeper o f the R olls , Secretary o f  State,
Keeper of the Privy Seal, Vice-Treafurer, or 

D eputy Vice-Treafurer, Teller and Cafhier of 

the Exchequer, or Auditor General, Lieutenant, -
i or
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or Governor, or Cuilos Rotulorum o f Counties, 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, Lord Deputy, 
or other C h ief Governor or Governors o f  this 
kingdom, Member o f  His M aje ily ’s M o it H o ­
nourable Privy Council, Prime Sergeant, Attor­
ney General, Solicitor General, Second and 
Third  Sergeants at Law , or K in g ’s Counfel, 
M ailers in Chancery, Provoft or Fellow  o f the 
College o f the H oly and undivided Trinity, Poil- 
mailer General, M afler and Lieutenant Gene­
ral o f  His M aje ily ’s Ordnance, Commander in 
C h ief o f  His M ajeily ’s forces, Generals on the 
Staff, and Sheriffs and Sub-fheriffs o f  any 
county in this kingdom : or any office contrary 
to the rules, <kc. &c. &c. unlefs he ihall have 
taken, made, and fubfcribed the oaths and de­
claration, and performed the feveral reqnijites> 
which by any la w *  heretofore made, and now 
o f  force, are required to enable any perfon to 

lit or vote, or to hold, exercife, and enjoy the 
faid offices refpe&ively.

It mufl be admitted that the particulars o f  this 
provifo are o f  the m oil interefting kind, as 

objeóts o f  honeil ambition and laudable purfuit : 
and it cannot be denied that excluiion and 
legal incapacity are degrading in themfelves; 

and that, in fuch cafes, the injury, great as it

*  T e il A ft repealed in favour o f Proteftant Diflcnters 
in 1780.

\ may



may be, is loit in the ftigma it infers : in the 
cafe before us, it is alleged, that this might 
have been avoided, as the appointment to all 
the fpecified offices is in the hands of the 
Crown ; who, it is contended, might have been 
fafely entrufted with a difcretionary power, 
without riik o f danger or inconvenience to the 
ftate ; in the like manner as the nomination o f  

Juftices o f  Peace was left to the difcretion o f  
the Chancellor by the lame A éh

I think there is little doubt o f  the part that C onfe- 

the Roman Catholics will a i l  between an united a con- 

Parliament and their prefent Parliament : but with0 

if  any of them ihould be inclined to retort my fidered.C°n 
former arguments o f  numbers and phyfical force, 
and to oppole an Union as transferring thefe ad­
vantages to the Proteflants ; and ihould further, 
fuppofe only in fpeculation, argue for the policy 

o f  conneding themfelves with France, to coun­

terbalance the power o f  the Proteflants derived 
from a connexion with Great Britain ; I w ill 
examine this view with the greatefl: candor, to 

leave nothing unexplained, whereon to hang a 
doubt.

»

In the firil place, Britain is not only much N 
nearer to Ireland than France, and could iboner 

fend troops and every kind of fupply, but her

ô fleets

( 97 )
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State of 
F rance.

fleets commanding the fea, would prevent any 
regular fupply from France from coming to 
Ireland. But fuppofing this were not fo, has 
France, in her prefent exhaufted ftate, even 
men to fpare ? Y o u  will learn the ftate o f 
France from a very refpeltable authority, 
whofe intereft it was by no means to exagge­
rate the calamities he had been a very a ilive  
inftrument in bringing on his country. T h e  

Abbé Sieyes, in an addrefs from the Executive 
Directory, o f  the 17th Fru&idor, Sept. 3, 1799; 
iffued by him as Preiident to the French peo­
ple, thus defcribes their iituation ;

“  Citizens o f  every condition, be aflured that 
the Directory, whofe members lived lately 
am ong you, has accurately obferved your cala­
mities and your wants, and have reflected with 
forrow upon the extent o f  the privations and the 

facrifices which the imminent danger o f  the crifis 
has compelled the laws to impofe.

“  T h e y  know what is felt by the farm er, de­
prived o f the hands by which he was ajfifled in 

his labour ; by the widow, regretting the ab- 

fence o f  the fon who folaced her mifery ; by the 

foldier, who has fo often called, in vain, for arms, 
fubfiflence, and clothes 5 by the artifan in want o f  

employment \ by the manufacturer> whofe bufinejs
langufhes ;
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langiùjhes ; by the artift, whofe talents receive 
no encouragement ; and the proprietor, whofe 
eftate has fallen in value.”

In the above defcription o f  republican 
France, every man among you will find the 
means o f  comparifon with his own particular 
fituation ; and, without any remarks o f  mine, 
I  will leave him to draw his own conclufion.

I f  France cannot fend men, ihe can much 

lefs fend money, which Great Britain fupplies 

to Ireland with a bountiful hand : in the ex- 
amples o f the Netherlands, Holland, and Swit­
zerland, you have before you the confequences 
o f  French connexion, and revolutionary princi­
ples. T h e  French have firft plundered, and 

then enilaved thcfe wretched countries, whofe 
infatuation blinded them to liften to the flatter­
ing feduétion o f  proffered fraternity. But get­

ting over all thefe firong confiderations, I will 
farther fuppofe, that a numerous and well-ap­

pointed French force had adtually landed in 
Ireland ; a vigorous campaign muft then take 
place, in which it is more than probable, that 

the exertions o f  Ireland (and here J include the 
lo) al o f  all diítinétions), backed and fupported 

by Great Britain, would prevail, though the 
itruggle might poffibly be violent ; and, moit 

certainly, bloody and calamitous in the extreme.

0- 2 But
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But ftill, to leave no poflibility unexamined, I 
w ill fuppofe, what you will all admit to be 
very improbable, that the French had enabled 
you to get the better. T h e  firft confequence of 
this new ftate of things muft be, the deftruétion 
o f  your religion ; which, though it might not 
greatly affe6l the rabble (for the rabble o f  all 

perfuafions is every where the fame;, yet could 
not fail to make a great impreffion on thofe 

am ong you, whofe attachment to their religion 

has made them give up the honours, the emo­
luments, and diftinólions o f the ftate.

In the next place, the trade of Ireland would 
be entirely ruined by the fleet o f  Great Britain ; 
and your linen manufacture, the great article 
o f  your export, would be loft ; by which Great 
Britain would lave near a million a year, which 

it now coils her to give a preference to your 

linen over German linen, for her home 
confumption.

T h e  fupplies o f  money you have hitherto re­
ceived from Great Britain would be flopped of 

courie, and you would, befides, have to draw, 

from abroad, arms, ammunition, and military 

ftores ; and farther, to preferve the afcendancy 
thus acquired, a French army muft be con- 

ftantly kept in the country, o f  fufficient force to 

prevent the oppofite party and Great Britain
from



from recovering the government ; and this 
F  re ch army muft be paid and fupported.
Ireland does not abound in money ; her na­
tural produce muft be put in requiiition ; her 
corn, beet', pork, and butter, that now bring 
fuch folid returns o f Britifh gold, muft go to 
feed the armies o f  her new allies ; who, i f  they 
paid at all, would pay for them by orders on 
the empty treafury o f  Ireland. A nd when 
they had drained you o f  every thing, and re­
duced you to mifery, they would then leave 
you to fettle accounts with Great Britain, irri­

tated by your defection.

In this plain and intelligible view o f French Loyalty of
^  ,  R om an Ca-

connexion, which is not overftrained in any thoiicsj 

one point, every man among you will be able 
to form a true judgment o f its nature and con­
fequence ; and fo well are thefe underftood by 

the feniible and thinking men o f  your perfua- 
lion, that i f  a French army could, by any pof- 

fibility, make good a landing in Ireland, I am 

convinced they would be joined only by the 

riot rout o f raps and rapperies, whofe exceffes 
and diforders would render them weaknefs, and 

not ftrength, to any military operation.

But this does not now reft on opinion ; for 

the Rom an Catholics have a right to claim the 

merit due to their loyal and honourable con-
duéi,

( ICI )
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f 7X n d  du(^’ both when the French fleet appeared in 
*7S8. Bantry Bay, and when a landing was effe&ed

by Humbert in the Bay o f  Killala. Neither do 
the events o f  i 798 juftify any general reflection 
on that body ; for the infurreótion did not ori­
ginate with them, nor had it religion for its 
objeifc, as men o f  all perfuafions were unfor­

tunately engaged in it. But if every man in 
arms had been Roman Catholic, what fair in­
ference could be made, but that the general 

fenfe o f  that body was againft them ? T h e  re, 

bellion was confined to the three counties o f  
K ildaie, \v icklow, and W exford, and more 

particularly to the two latter, where Proteftant 

Afcendancy and religious diflinétion have been 
carried to the greateil lengths ; but thefe three 
counties are not a tenth o f  the kingdom, nor 

the Rom an Catholics refident in them a fif­
teenth part o f  that perfuafion.

E x p eri- I f  an agreement had been made at the R eva-

Proteftant lution to ieiect one county in Ireland, for trv-
A fcend- * •
ancyinthe inS an experiment o f  the effett o f  Pnotejianb
Wexfordf -dfcendancy, I defy any man to ppint out a cir- 

cumitance that has been wanting to make that 

expeiiment in the moft fatisfadory manner in 
the county o f  W exford. W h o  that knew the 

county o f  W exford, or had ever heard o f  the 

Proteftant Boys o f  W exford, could have con­

ceived that the Rom an Catholics ihould have

rifen
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rifen there ? A n d yet fuch is the facl ; the re­
bellion not only broke out there, but was marked 
with atrocities that diigrace human nature. 

Does this example encourage us to extend Pro- 
teftant Afcendancy over the reft o f  the king­
dom ? Munfter and Connaught, where the 
Rom an Catholic religion is predominant, as 
the Proteftant in the county o f W exford, were 
perfedtly quiet.

I f  fuch general reflexions be unjuft, they 
are certainly impolitic in the higheft degree, as 

they have a direil tendency to irritate, to alien­
ate the affedtions o f  the Roman Catholics, and 
to drive them into defperate meafures, when 

they find themfelves not only deprived o f  the 
fhare o f  approbation that belongs to loyalty 

and good conduct, but as a body fu fp eâed  o f  

difaffeétion, and involved in a general charge 
o f  rebellion.

T h e  Orangemen, in thus holding up the 
whole body o f  the Roman Catholics, indifcri- 

minately, as ftate criminals, might have two 
objects in view — the firft, to expofe them to 

military execution ; the ie’cond, to render them 
fufpeâedto  Government, in the hope o f  pre­

venting any farther relaxation in their favour.

G eneral re­
flections.

Obje&s of 
Orange­
men-

In
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Firft defeat­
ed b y  M ar­
quis C orn­
w allis.

Second, 
m ay  be con­
verted  to 
th e ir  ad­
vantage.

A rts to  m if- 
lead the 
vulgar,

In the firft, they have been difappointed by 
the manly firmneis o f the Marquis Cornwallis, 
who has reflrained the rage of contending fac­
tions ; who has made the laws be refpected by 
diftributing juftice to the rich and the poor, 
the peer and the peafant, with a tfeady and 
impartial hand ; and who, from the general 
confidence repoled in his virtuous character 
by all ranks, has been enabled to flop the ef- 
fufion o f  blood, and to reftore order and tran­
quillity, to a furprifing degree, in fo fhort a 

time.

T o  defeat the fécond, and to wipe away the 
imputation of difaffeótion and turbulence that 
your enemies have endeavoured to affix on 
your general character, the prefent occafion is 

favourable, and ought to be carefully employed 

for fo commendable an object.

T h e  fame arts are now employed to miilead 
the unfufpeiHng and ignorant, by an appeal to 
their predominant paflion, the love o f  their 
country ;— their monopoly o f  power thefe men 

do not bluili to call the independence o f  their 
country ; and they w ho, on every occafion, op- 

pofed any a d  o f  juftice to P a p i s t s ,  now invite 

them to join in a i ls  o f  fedition againft the K ing
4  who



who has befriended them, and the Lord Lieu­
tenant who has protected them.

T h e  feniible and difcerning part o f the R o ­
man Catholics are in no danger o f  being de­
ceived by fuch infidious attempts ; but they 
ought, at the fame time, to exert themfelves to 
guard the giddy and the thoughtlefs from any to  be guard- 

a d  o f  difordcr or infubordination which might ea 
give any handle to reflect on their community ; 
for the men that now tempt them would be, 
hereafter, the foremoil; to accufe them.

T h e  Rom an Catholics ought to remember, 
that, in their prefent political fituation, this is 
the only manner in which they can, effectu­
ally, ihow their acquiefcetice and approbation 
o f  the meafure o f  A n Union ; and by their loyal 
and orderly behaviour recommend themlelves 
to His M ajefty ’s favour, and the good opinion 
of their fellow-fubje&s.

In confirmation o f what I recommend, I w ill 
quote an authority which muft be ever dear 
and refpeted by every Rom an Catholic Irifh- 
man. It is the Introduction o f  the great char­
ter o f  their liberties, the Preamble to the fa­
mous ftatute o f  the 18th of His prefent M ajefty, 

ch. 49. which broke the chains o f  the Penal 
Code, under which they had long groaned, and

r  reftored
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Chief Ba­
ron  Burgh.

P ream ble 
to  18 Geo. 
I I I .  ch . 49

reftored them to the rights o f freemen. It was, 
I believe, drawn by that great and good man, 
the late Chief Baron Burgh, and ihould be 
cheriihed as the legacy and advice o f a departed 
friend.

“  W hereas, by an A£t made in this king­
dom, in the fécond year o f  Her late M ajefty 
Queen Anne, intituled, c A n  A 6 1  to prevent 
6 the further Growth o f  Popery and alfo by 
another A£t made in the eighth year o f  the faid 
reign, for explaining and amending the faid 
A 6 1 , the Rom an Catholics o f  Ireland are made 
fubjeót to feveral difabilities and incapacities 
therein particularly mentioned : and whereas, 

from  their uniform peaceable behaviour fo r  a long 
feries o f years, it appears reafonable and expedient 
to relax the fame, and it mu ft tend not only to 
the cultivation and improvement o f this kingdom, 
but to the profperity and Jlrength o f a ll His Ma- 

je jly s  dominions, that his fubjeóls o f all denonii- 
nations fhould e?ijoy the bleffings o f our free Con- 
flitutiony and fhould be bound to each other by 
M U T U A L  I N T E R E S T  a n d  M U T U A L  A F F E C T I O N  : 

Therefore be it enaCted,”  &c. &e.

T hefe  principles o f  a liberal and enlightened 

policy deferve to be written in letters o f  gold. 
R om an Catholics ! you here fee the road that 

leads to the accompliihment o f  all your wiihes :
your



your uniform peaceable behaviour has reftored 
you to the rank you now hold in the ftate : a 
perfeverance in an uniform peaceable behaviour 
will obtain for you every thing that now remains 
to be done.

B y an Union with Great Britain you wTill 
farther acquire additional weight by uniting 
with the Roman Catholics o f  that kingdom, 
among whom you will find men 'Df eminence 
and refpectability, whofe prudence and dilcre- 
tion will be o f  the greateft ufe to direct your 
proceedings ; as the irreproachable conduct o f  
that body, in general, will, it is to be hoped, 
have the molt beneficial tendency in influencing 
you to follow fo laudable an example.

Before I clofe this part o f  my fübjeét, I would 
beg leave to call the moft ferious attention of 
both Proteftants and Rom an Catholics to the 
misfortunes that have defolated the once happy 
kingdom o f France, and which have been a ll 
produced by a cojitefl between two claffes or par­
ties ; fituated, as to civil franchifes, as they now 

are, with this difference, that the diftinitions 
between the claifes in France did not originate 

from religious perfuafion, as they do in Ireland.
9

T h e  Noblefje and Clergé poffeifed, as the 
Proteftants o f Ireland, exclufive privileges to

P 2 f i l l
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all the great offices of honour, diftin&ion, and 
coniideration in the ilate, with one additional 
privilege indeed, an exemption from certain 
taxes, which they denominated ignoble ; and 
the Tiers E tat, or majority o f  the people, de­
manded equality o f  rights, and equality o f  bur­
dens > with as much violence as ever the Roman 
Catholics called for emancipation.

Their demand as to burdens appeared reafon- 
able ; and as there was a deficit in the public 
revenue, an AJJemblée de Notables was called 
in 1788, for the purpofe, and in the hope, of 
prevailing on the privileged clajjes to fubmit to 
an equality o f taxation ; but the Nobleffe and 
Clergé clung to their privilege, and formed a 
factious oppolition, which ended in the diffo- 
lution o f  the Affemblée.

T h e  Court, difappointed o f  carrying the mea­
fure am icably, refolved on calling the Etats 
Généraux, coniifling o f  the Nobles, Clergé, and 
Tiers E ta t ; which laft was to confifl o f  600 
members, and the two former o f  300 each. This 
arrangement, calculated to give a preponderancy 

to the Tiers E ta t, created great alarm among 
the NobleJJe and Clergé, who faw themfelves 

aimed at by it, and prepared for defence. T h e  

whole military force o f  the kingdom, the pro­

vincial governments, the forts and garrifons,
were



were all in the hands o f  the Nobleffe ; the dis­
cipline was relaxed, and the feeds o f difaffeôlion 

fawn through the army ; while the Clergé railed 
and caballed againft the K in g  and the Court.

O n the meeting o f  the Etats, the third eftate, 
confcious o f their own flrength, and led by 
men o f  the firil abilities, were unbounded in 
their demands ; they iniiited on the Three 

Chambers being united into one, and all quef- 
tions being decided by the appel nominal, or 
majority o f  votes : the E tats Généraux were 

converted into an AJfeniblêe Nationale, and the 
wildeft preteniions fucceeded. N o t fatisiied 
with deftroying privileges, they felt themlelves 
infecure i f  they did not abolifh the privileged 
orders themfelves, which foon led to the de- 
fir uétion of the K in g  and the overthrow o f  
the Government. T h e  conduél o f  the Tiers 
E ta t ihowed that great bodies o f  men are inca­

pable o f  gratitude ; and the King, the Nobles, 
and Clergé, faw the fatal effeóls o f  their dis­

agreement when they became irreparable ; and 
their union to counteract the confequences that 

threatened them all, only rendered the ftruggle 
more animated and more violent.

In this fin iggle, not only the K in g  and the 
leaders o f  both parties have fallen victim s, but 

government, order, law , religion, and property,

have

( 1 0 9  )
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•have been buried in one common ruin. T h e  
fons o f the revolution have fucceffively fprung 
up in arms, as in the days o f  fable, from the 

ferment's teeth> only to deftroy each other : 
the country at laft, after being deluged with 
blood and exhauflcd by crimes, now flies to 
a M i l i t a r y  D e s p o t i s m  to fhelter her from 
the horrors produced by her New Conjlitution ; 
and the ftruggling fa6tions bend the knee to a 
Corfican Adventurer, and implore a s t a t e  o f  

s l a v e r y  to relcue them from the anarchy o f  
independence and equality.

Such are the confequences that have refulted 
from a ftruggle for civil rights between two 

great claifes o f  the people in France ; and fuch 
are the confequences that may moft certainly 
be expected to ariie from a flruggle o f  the fame 
kind in Ireland, if  the good fenfe o f  both par­
ties does not derive the benefit from this e x ­
ample, to unite amicably for a compromife, by 
which every thing that is valuable may be ob- 

tainedj and every thing that is ruinous avoided

C O N
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C O N C L U S I O N .

N A T U R E  has, for the wifefi purpofes, im-
. country-

planted in the heart o f  man a focial paflion, for 
mutual affiftance and general prefervation. This 
paflion, as the mind enlarges and reafon e x ­
pands, extends itfelf by flow degrees, like the 
gradations o f  an increaiing feries, from the fa­
mily and the home, to the community, the 

kingdom, and the ilate. But early prejudice 
and local attachment fiill cling round the fir ft 
objedts o f our affedlion, and yield at laft, with 
difficulty, to the voice of reafon and the public 
good.

W h a t now conftitutes a barony, formerly 
conftituted a kingdom ; and the bickerings and 
bloodfhed with which their petty conteiis were 
maintained, fhow us the difficulty with which _
Union was accomplifhcd, even when mutual 
advantage rendered a junction o f  ftrength in- 
difpenfably neceflary to the fafety o f  both, to 

preferve them againfi a common enemy.

T his honeft prejudice has the ilrongeil power fubjeat* 
over the moft ignorant and uninformed minds, 
w ho are incapable either o f refledting on remote 

caufes, or judging of diiiant confequences ;
4  and
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and naturally expofes their unfufpe&ing tem­
pers to be milled by the artful clamour of inte- 
reftcd and defigning men.

T h e  clamour excited againfl the prefent fa- 
lutary meafure o f an Incorporate Union has 
been induftriouily circulated, through the fila­

ments o f  Parliamentary influence, over coun­
ties, corporations, and boroughs : it is the old 
ilory o f  Long live Diana o f Ephefus ! T h e  im- 
preiïion made by mifreprefentation, though it 
may be violent, is generally o f fhort duration. 
It cannot iland the tefl of fair inquiry, and pre­
judice m uil fubfide as reafon begins to operate.

I have avoided touching on the manifold be­
nefits that an Union with Great Britain m uil 

produce on the general improvement o f  the 
wealth, ftrength, and happinefs o f  the king­
dom o f Ireland, as this part o f  the fubjeil has 
been already fo ably and fully difcuíTed. I 

have, 011 the other hand, endeavoured to fhow 
the abfolute neceifity for this meafure, in order 

to correél the inconveniences and dangers that 
refult from the prefent defective fiate o f  .the 

political connexion between the two kingdoms; 
and to prevent the diforders and calamities 
that are the natural confequences o f  the prefent 
relative fituation o f the religious diflinttions 
within the kingdom o f  Ireland.

( ” 2 )
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I conceive that men may refufe their aflent 
to an Union on the firit ground, and balance 
private intereft againft public advantage ; but 
no man can rejedl it on the fecond, without 
facrificing individual fafety and general fecurity 
to petty and partial coniiderations.

It is however extremely deiirable that the 
queftion ihould be moft minutely considered ; 
truth runs no rifk from inquiry— and if  every 
degree o f  perfonality could be thrown aiide, the 
arguments might be weighed on their own 
merits. T o  let the example, I ihall here ftate 
every Objeótion I have ever heard made to an 
Incorporate Union, without any reference to 
the perfons by whom they have been advanced; 
and ihall annex fuch fhort Anfwers as, I truft, 
will carry conviâion  along with them, as they 

ihall be founded in fa fts  which cannot be called 
in queftion.

Fir ft Objection. T h e  prefent profperity o f Ire­

land is owing to her indépendant Parliament.

Anfwer. I f  a line o f demarcation is to be 
drawn, the profperity o f  Ireland is owing, e x ­
ecutively, to her dependant Parliament ; for all 
the benefits to her trade, including the grant 
o f  a free trade in 1780, were acquired by the 

dependant Parliament, and none that I ever
a heard

Obje&ions 
to  Union 
anl'wered.

F irft Ob­
jection.
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Second O b­
jection.

T h ird  O b- 
je fiio n .

heard o f  by her independent Parliament ; but a 
mutual intercourfe under the Navigation A6t, 
or what is called the Re-export Trade, which, 
I believe, has never produced one thoufand 
pounds profit to the kingdom.

Second Objeflion. Great Britain is jealous o f 
the profperity o f  Ireland, and propofes an 
U nion in order to deftroy her trade and her 
independence.

Anfwer. Ignorance alone o f  Britiih liberty 
and Britiih profperity could liften to fuch a 
ihipid calumny, which, in faft, contradida it- 
felf : for i f  Great Britain were capable o f  har­

bouring fuch mean and bafe views, ihe could 
make the attempt only, while Ireland remains, 
as at prefent, in a feparate ftate. But when 
Ireland becomes united with Great Britain, and 
a part o f  the fame itate, it is abfolutely iropof- 
iible for Great Britain to deftroy either the in­
dependence or the trade o f  Ireland without be­
coming felo de fe , and deftroying her own at 
the fame time. There will not be then tivo 
Parliaments, as now ; there will be but one 

Parliament, and one law , for every part o f  the 
empire.

Third Objection. Britiih merchants and Bri­
tiih manufacturers are not more likely to fettle

in
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in Ireland, nor Britiih capital to be employed 
there after an U nion than before,

A?ifwer. Circumftances may undoubtedly 
counteract the faireft profpedts ; but an Union 
has a dire6 1  tendency, i f  not counteracted by 
unfortunate events, to produce all the above 
confequences ; for, in the firft place, when 
the appeal from the Iriih Courts to the Briuih 
Parliament was taken away, the Britiih, from 
want o f  confidence* drew their money out o f 
Ireland. W h en  the appeal is reftored to their 
own lupreme Court o f Judicature, confidence 
will return with it ; and when the ftate o f  the 
country is fuch as to render it fafe for men to 

venture their perfons and property; the fertile 
foil o f Ireland, the mild climate, cheap provi- 
iions, and cheap labour, will infallibly attract 
both manufacturers and capital : but the coun­

try muft be quiet, and order and fubordination 
to the laws are neceffary preliminaries.

I f  thefe take place, capital will not be vvánt- 
ing for every poffible object o f  improvement 
and fpeculation. T o  enter into a detailed ac­
count o f  the prefent ftate o f  Great Britain, 
would lead me into too wide a field : but one 
iimple view will be fufficient to convince the 
plaineft underftanding, that fhe abounds with 

capital at this moment3 far beyond all former
a  2 example.



( 116 )

example. Daring the courie of the prefent 
war Great Britain has raifed, one year with 
another, upwards of twenty millions every 
year over and above what will be wanting for 
her peace eflablifhment. Her trade has, at the 
fame time, been extended to an incredible de­
gree, and her manufactures have increafed in 

proportion: no enterprife has failed, no under­
taking mifcarried, for want of capital: and one 
happy effect o f fuch unprecedented profperity 
has been, the eradicating the ipirit o f  jealoufy 
formerly entertained o f  Ireland; fo that at a 
peace, as Great Britain w ill have twenty mil­
lions o f  furplus capital to difpofe of, there can 
be no doubt, that it would prefer fettling in 
Ireland, i f  Ireland be quiet and under the fame 
judicature, rather than going to the W e ft  In­
dies, to Africa, or even to France, in queft o f  
employment.

I f  this does not happen, it will be owing to 
Ireland herfelf; and the blame w ill belong en­
tirely to her.

Great Britain and Ireland are now like a 

higher reach and a lower reach o f  the fame 
canal : take away the lock that feparates them, 
and the water w ill flow to a common level.

A  poorer country has every thing to gain

from



from a partnerfhip with a richer; and nothing 
to lofe.

Fourth Objeftion. A n  Union will injure the 
Dublin bankers. It will hurt the ihop-keepers, 
who live partly by letting lodgings. It will 
hurt the attornies, and the lawyers.

Anfwer. i .  T h e  reduction o f  the rate o f  in- 
tereft, from 6 to 5 per cent, which will be the 
confequence o f an Union, will be a lots to the 
banker; but it will be a very great advantage 
to the public ; as nothing contributes lb much 
to the increafe o f  trade and manufactures, as a 
low  rate o f  intereft ; and even what the banker 
loiès in this manner, he m ayb e expected to do 

more than gain in another, from the increafed 
circulation and the exteniion o f trade.

a. W h en  the Parliament met only every fé­
cond year, Dublin was fuller, and the fociety 
better, the intermediate winter that it did not 
meet. I he lociety ot Dublin has been hurt 
by the violence o f  party; it will it 111 be the ca­

pital of the kingdom, the feat o f juftice, o f  lite­
rature, o f  elegance and amufement. Cork, 

W ateiford, Limerick, G allw ay, Derry, Bel- 
faft, and Newrv, may all contend with Dublin 
for the foreign and colonial trade; but Dublin 

will ever retain the linen trade, and the trade

with
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Fourth  O b­
jection.
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with Britain for home confumption ; the firfi 
from the linen hall o f  Dublin being fupplied 
with complete aflbrtments o f the Leitilter, as 
well as Ulfter linens, which will always* at­
tract the Englifh fadtors; and which circum- 
ftance did defeat an attempt that was made 
fome years ago to transfer the linen market 
from Dublin to Belfait ; and the fécond is a 
confequence o f  the firft, to which the return is 
made from the London market, in articles o f 
confumption and luxury, for the fupply o f  
D ublin; and from thence conveyed by the 
means o f  two canals, that extend to the fouthj 
the weft, and north-weft extremities o f  the 
kingdom. But the example o f  Edinburgh 
ought moft completely to remove every appre- 
heniion entertained by the inhabitants o f  D ub­

lin, from thé effe&s o f  the U nion; as whatever 
difference can be pointed out in-the two cafeSj 

w ill be found to be in favour o f Dublin*

3. I f  it be true, that attornies live by pro­
perty, as property increafes, their bufinefs is 

not likely to decreafe.

4. T h e  fame may be faid o f lawyers, though 

it muft be admitted that they will lofe one line 
o f  promotion which has been pretty fuccefsful 3 

for i f  an Union takes place* a young lawyer, 

who has walked the hall o f  the Four Courts
with

( 11« )
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with an empty bag in the morning, cannot 
come down to the Houfe o f  Commons, and 
make his fortune by roafting the Secretary : 
but if, in confequence, he ihould be reduced 
to the neceiïity o f ftudying Blackftone inftead 
o f  Blarney, and Coke upon Littleton, inftead 
o f  abuiive declamation, he might find the benefit 
in the end, and his clients be no lofers.

Fifth Objection. It w ill encourage emigra- Fifth Ob.
t i o n .  je& icn.

jinfw er. T h e  reiidence o f  32 Peers and 100 
Commoners, for a few months, cannot greatly 
aiFed either Dublin or London; and the life o f  
London is too expenijve to encourage emigra­
tion.

T h e  emigration that hurts Ireland, is to Bath, 
Cheltenham, Buxton, and Harrowgate, which 
are become Irifh colonies; to iay nothing o f  

Brighton and Tunbridge, and the thoufands o f  
Iriih families that are now fcattered over W ales, 
watching for the moment that they can venture 
to return to their native homes.

T h e  difturbed and unfettled ftate o f  Ireland, 
is the caufè o f  the only emigration by which 
ih e  can ever be injured.

So
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General ob­
servations.

So falutary are the effects that Ireland has 
to expert from an Union, on the profperity, 
the fecurity, and the peace o f  the country, that 
it would have been her intereft to embrace the 
propolal with ardor, on whatever conditions 
it had been made. But here the generofity o f  
Great Britain appears in the brighteft point o f  
view ; for fo extremely favourable are the con­
ditions to Ireland, that the oppofers o f  the mea- 
fure in that kingdom, have chofen, in defpair 
o f  finding room for cavil, to p fs them over in 
filence, rather than call the attention o f  the 
public to terms which were fure o f  meeting 
their warmeft approbation; and which will be 
more cordially embraced, as they are better 

underfiood.

T h e  only advantage that Great Britain looks 
for, is from the improved ftate o f  Ireland ; in 

the hope o f  reftoring her to vigour and health, 
inftead o f  being, as at prefent, a difordered 
member o f  the body politic ; and o f  faving the 
conftitution from the danger o f a vicious and 
dileafed habit, which, i f  not corrected, muft 

prove fatal, in the end.

I f  I am afked, i f  I can depend on an Union 

producing this happy change ; I anfwer, that 

an Union will not only remove the imperfec­
tions that tend to deftroy the connexion between 

o the
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the two kingdoms ; but that it would gradually 
extinguiih the animoiities and feuds between
the different bodies o f  the people o f  Ireland* 
from which its diforders and troubles have 
fprung. B y introducing capital and induftry, 
it would give occupation to the idle and the 
iTiifchievous ; and when thefe have produced 
their effeótj a flrong government and a vigor­
ous execution o f  the laws, mufl complete what 

fin Union will have begun.

A P P E N D I X
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A P P E N D I X .

N U M B E R  L

Anno Sexto Geo. I I I .  Chap. 5. A n A cl fo r  the better 
fecuring the Dependency o f the Kingdom o f Ireland 
upon the Crown o f Great Britain.

I .  W H E R E A S  the H cm fe o f  L ords o f  Ireland have  
o f  late, againft l a w ,  affum ed to  them felves a pow er and  
jurifdidtion to e x a m in e , corredt, and am end th e  ju dgm ents  
and decrees o f  the Courts o f  Juftice  in th e  k in g d o m  o f  
Ireland: therefore, for the better fecuring o f  th e  depend­
ency o f  Ireland upon the C r o w n  o f  G reat Britaift, m a y  
i t  pleafe your M o ft  E x ce llen t  M aje fty , that it m ay be  
declared, and be it declared by the K in g ’s M o ft  E x ce l le n t  
M ajefty , by and w ith  th e  advice and confent o f  the L ord s  
fpiritual and tem p ora l,  and C o m m o n s ,  in this prefent P ar­
liam ent aflem bled , and by the authority o f  the fam e, that 
the  faid k in gd om  o f  Ireland hath b een , is ,  and o f  right  
ought to  be fubordinate u n to ,  and dependent u p on  th e  I m ­
perial C r o w n  o f  G rea t  B rita in , as b e in g  inseparably un ited  
and annexed th ereu n to ;  and that the K in g ’s M a je fty ,  b y  
and w ith th e  advice and c o n fe n t  o f  the Lords fp iritua i  
and tem poral, and C o m m o n s  o f  G reat  Britain in  P ar liam en t  
ailem bled , had, hath, and o f  right o u g h t  to  have, fu l l  p o w er  
and authority to  m ake la w s  and ftatutes o f  fufficient force  
and validity to bind the k in gdom  and people  o f  Ire land .

I I .  A nd be it further declared and enaóted , by the autho­
rity  aforefaid, th at the H o u fe  o f  Lords o f  Ire land  have n o t ,  
nor o f  Fight ought 10 have , any ju r ifd i& io n  to  judge o f ,  
affirm, or reverie any ju d g m en t,  fen ten ce ,  or decree, g iven  or

r 2 mad?
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m ade in  any C ourt w ith in  the faid k in gd om  ; and th at all 
proceedings before the faid H o u fe  o f  L ord s upon any  fuch  
ju d g m e n t ,  fen tence , or decree, are, and are hereby declared  
to  be utterly  n u ll  and void , to  all intents and purpofes w h a t-  
foever.

N U M B E R  I I .

Copy o f H is Majeftys Meffage delivered to the Houfe o f 
Commons o f Great Britain on the yth o f A pril 1782.

G e o r o e  R .

H I S  M ajefty , b e in g  concerned to  find that d ifcontents and 
jea lou íies  are prevailing  a m o n g  his lo y a l  f u b je â s  in I r e ­
land, upon matters o f  great w e ig h t  and im p o rta n ce , earneftly  
recom m end s t a  th is  H o u fe  to take the fam e into  their m o il  
ferious confideration , in order to fuch a final adjuftm ent as 
m ay g iv e  m u tual fatisfa& ion to  both k in gdom s.

G .  R .
R efo lv ed , nemine contradicente,  T h a t  an hum ble  Addrefs  

be prefented to H is  M aje fty , t o  return H is  M ajefty  the  
th anks o f  th is  H o u fe ,  for his m o i l  gracious m eflage ;  and  
to  allure H is  M a je fty ,  that this H o u fe ,  fee l in g  w ith  H is  M a ­
je f ty  th e  deepeft con cern  th at d ifcon ten ts  and jcaloufies  
ih o u ld  have arifen a m o n g  H is  M a je fty ’s lo y a l  fubje& s in  
Ireland* w i l l ,  w ith ou t de lay , take th e  fam e in to  their m oil  
ferious confideration , in order to fuch a final adjuftment as 
m ay g ive  m u tual fatisfadlion to  both k in gd om s.

N U M B E R  I I I .

Copy o f the Meffage to the Houfe o f Lords and Commons 
in Ireland, from His Grace the Lord Lieutenant ; de­
livered the 16th o f A pril 1782.

P o r t l a n d .

I  H A V E  it in com m an d  from  H is  M a je fty  to inform  this 
H o u f e ,  that H is  M ajefty , b e in g  con cern ed  to  find that dif­
c o n ten ts  and jea loufies , & c, & c, &c.

P .
N U M B E R
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Copy of a Refolution o f the Houfe o f Lords in Ireland, 
Mercurii, i j °  D ie A pr ills, 1782.

D i e  M ercurii,  170 A prilis , 1782.
R E S O L V E D ,  by the Lords fpiritual and tem poral in P a r ­

lia m en t  aflem bled, Nêmine dijjentlchte, T h a t  an hum ble  A d ­
drefs be prefented to  H is  M a je fty ,  to  return h im  ou r  thanks  
for the moft gracious M eflage  fen t to th is  H o u fe  by H is  
M a je fty ’s co m m a n d , through the m edium  o f  H is  G race  the  
Lord L ieutenant; and to  allure h im  o f  o u r  m o i l  unfhaken  
lo y a lty  and a ttach m en t to H i s  M a je fty ’s perfon and g o ­
v ern m en t, and o f  the  live ly  fenfe w e  entertain o f  his paternal 
care o f  his peop le  o f  Ireland, in thus in q u ir in g  in to  the  
difcontents and jea lou fies  that fubfift am o n g  ft them , in order  
to  fuch final adjujiment as m ay g ive  m utual fatisfa&ion to 
his k in gdom s o f  G reat Britain and Ireland , & c. & c. 5cc. 

j  f  W i l l ia m  W a tts  G a y e r ,  \  C ler .
]^ nC 9 "1 Edw ard G a y er , J Parliam ent.
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N U M B E R  V .

Copy o f a Refolution o f the Houfe o f Commons in Ireland, 
Mart is, 16° D ie Aprilis, 1782.

M a rt is ,  16 °  D ie  A p r il is ,  1 7 82 .

R E S O L V E D ,  T h a t  an hum ble  Addrefs be prefented to  
H  is M aje fty , to return H is  M ajefty  the thanks o f  this H o u fe  
for his moft gracious M ef la g e  to this H o u fe ,  fignified by H is  
G race the Lord L ieu ten a n t;  to  a llure H is  M ajefty  o f  our 
unfhaken  attachm ent to  H is  M ajefty’s perfon and govern ­
m en t ,  and o f  our lively fenfe o f  his  paternal care, in thus  
tak in g  the lead to adm inifter con ten t to H is  M a je fty ’s fu b-  
j e f t s  of Ireland; that, thus encouraged by his royal in ter p o -  
fit ion, w e  fhall beg leave, w ith  all duty and a iF eâ ion , to la y  
before H is  M ajefty  the caufes o f  our d ifcon tents  and je a -  
Joufies; to aflure H is  M ajefty , that his fubje£ts  o f  Ire land  
are a free people ; that the C ro w n  o f  Ireland is an im perial 
C r o w n ,  infeparably annexed  to the C r o w n  o f  G reat B ri­
tain 5 on  w h ich  c o n n e x io n ,  the interefts and happinefs o f

both
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both nations ciTentially depend ; but that the k in g d o m  úí 
Ireland is a d if t in ft  k in g d o m , w ith  a P arliam en t o f  her o w n ,  
th e  foie legiilature th ereo f;  that there is  no body o f  m en  
com p eten t to  m ak e  la w s  to bind th is  n ation , ex cep t the 
K in g ,  L ords, and C o m m o n s  o f  Ire land , nor  any other Parlia­
m en t w h ich  hath any authority or pow er o f  any fort w h a t -  
foever in this cou n try , fave on ly  th ç  P arliam en t o f  Ire land  : 
T o  allure H is  M ajefty , that w e  hum bly co n ce iv e ,  that in th is  
l ig h t  the very eflence o f  our liberties ex ifted; a r ight w h ic h  
■we, on  the part o f  all the people  o f  Ire lan d , do c la im  as 
their b irthright, and w hich  w e  cannot y ie ld  but w ith  our  
lives : T o  affure H is  M ajefty , that w e  have feen w ith  c o n ­
cern , certain c la im s  advanced by the Parliam ent o f  G r ea t  
B rita in , in an A £ t  in t itu led , “  A n  A &  for the better fecur-  
in g  the D e p e n d e n c y  o f  I r e la n d ;” an A 61 con ta in in g  m at­
ter entirely  irreconcilable to the fundam ental rights o f  this  
nation ; that w e confider this A£fc, and the  c la im s it advances,  
t Q  be the great and principal caufe o f  the d ifcontents  and  
jea loufies  in this k in gdom  : T o  afTure H is  M a je fty ,  that 
H is  M ajefty’s C o m m o n s  o f  Ireland do m o d  fincerely w i f h ,  
that all B ills  w h ic h  b ecom e la w  in Ireland fhould receive  
the approbation o f  H is  M ajefty , under the Seal o f  G r ea t  
Britain ; but that yet w e  do confider the  pradlice of fuppreiT- 
in g  our  B ills  in  the C o u n c il  o f  Ire land , or a lter ing  the  
fam e any w h ere , to be another ju ft  caufe o f  d ifcontent and  
jea loufy  : T o  afTure H is  M a je ity ,  that an A 61, in t itu led ,  

A n  A 61 for the better A ccom m od ation  o f  H is  M aje fty 's  
F o r c e s ,”  b e in g  u n lim ited  in duration, and defective  in other  
inftances, but pafTed in that ihape from  the particular c ir -  
cum ftances  o f  the t im es , is another ju ft  caufe o f  d ifcontent  
and jealoufy  in this k in g d o m  : T h a t  w e  have fubm itted  thefe  
the principal caufes o f  the prefent d ifcon ten t and jea loufy  in  
Ire la n d , and remain in  hum ble ex p ec ta t io n  o f  redrefs; that 
w e  have the greateft reliance on H is  M a je fty ’s w ifd o m , the  
m o lt  fanguine ex p e6 ta tio n s  from  his v irtuous ch o ice  o f  a 
C h i e f  G o v ern o r , and great confidence in the w ife ,  a u f p i -  
c io u s ,  and conftitu tional co u n c i ls  w hich  w e  fee , w ith  fatif-  
f a â io n ,  H is  M ajefty  has a d op ted ; that w e  have m oreover a 
high fenfe and veneration for the Britiih character, and do  
therefore con ceive , that the proceedings o f  th is co u n try ,  
fou n d ed  as they w ere in r ight, and tem pered by d u ty , m uft  
have  exc ited  the approbation and efteem , inftead o f  w oun d­
in g  the  pride o f  the B ritiih  nation ; and w e  beg leave to

affine
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afTure H is  M a je f ty ,  that w e  are the m ore  confirm ed in  th is  
h op e, inafm uch as the  p eop le  o f  th is  k in gd om  have never  
expreffed a defire to  ihare the freedom  o f  E n glan d , w ith ou t  
declaring a determ ination to ihare her fate l ik ew ife ,  ftandin<-- 
and fa ll in g  w ith  the Britifh n ation .

(S ign ed ) T h o s .  E l l is ,  C ler .  Pari. D o m .  C o m .

[ T h e f e  tw o  Addrefles N o s .  I V .  and V . w ere  prefented by- 
M r . Secretary F o x  to the Britifli H o u fe  o f  C o m m o n s ,  
M a y  i ,  1 7 8 2 . ]

N U M B E R  V I .

Hritijh Houfe of Commons, May 17, 1782.
O R D E R E D ,  T h a t t h e  feveral papers w h ic h  w erep refen ted  

to  the H o u fe  by  M r .  Secretary F o x ,  u p on  the i f t  day o f  this  
initant M a y ,  be referred to  a C o m m itte e  o f  the w h o le  
H o u fe .

M r . P o w y s  reported from  the faid C o m m itte e  the fol­
lo w in g  R efo lu t ion s , w h ich  the C o m m ittee  had d ir e d e d  h im  
to  report to the H o u fe ,  v i z .

R d o lv e d ,  T h a t  it is the op in ion  o f  this C o m m itte e ,  that  
an A i t ,  made in the fixth year o f  the reign o f  H is  late M a -  
je ity  K in g  G eorge  I .  in t itu led , «  A n  A f t  for the better fe -  
c u n n g  the D ep en d en cy  o f  the K in g d o m  o f  Ire land  up on  the  
C r o w n  o f  G reat b r i ta in ,” o u g h t  to be repealed.

R efo lved , T h a t  it is the  o p in ion  o f  this C o m m itte e ,  that it 
is indifpenfable to the interefts and happinefs o f  both k in g -  

t îat t ,le  co n n e x io n  betw een  th em  Jliould be efta-  
bhfhed, by m u tu a l con fen t , u p o n  a folid  and perm anent

T h e  faid R e fo lu t io n s  b e in g  feverally read a fécond t im e ,  
w e re ,  upon the q u eih on  feverally put th ereupon , agreed to  
by the H o u fe ,  ne,nine contradicente.

O rdered , T h a t  leave be g iven  to b r in g  in a B i l l  for  re-  
P o l i n g  an A f t ,  made in the fixth year o f  the reign o f  H is  
la te  M ajefty  K in g  G e o rg e  I .  in titu led , “  A n  A i t  for the  
better fecuring the D ep en d e n c y  o f  the  K in g d o m  o f  Ireland  
u p on  the C r o w n  o f  G reat B r i ta in :” A p d  that M r .  Secretary  
ta x , Mr. T h o m a s  P i t t ,  M r . P o w y s ,  and L ord  J o h n  C a -  
v e n a i lh ,  d o  prepare and bring in  the fam e.

R e fo lv e d ,

%



( 1 2 8  )

R efo îved , T h a t  an hu m b le  Addrefs be prefented to H is  
M a je ity ,  that H is  M ajeity  w i l l  be gracioufly pleafed to take  
fo ch  m eafures as H is  M aje ity  in h is  R oya l w ifdom  ihall 
th ink  m olt condu cive  to  the eftabliih ing, by m utual confent,  
the co n n ex io n  betw een  this k in gdom  and the k ingdom  o f  
Ire lan d , upon a folid and perm anent bafis.

M a y  2 2 ,  1782.
M r ,  Secretary F o x  reported to  the H o u fe ,  that H is  M a ­

je ity  had been attended w ith  the A ddrefs o f  this H o u f e  o f  
F rid ay  la it ,  w h ic h  H is  M aje ity  had been pleafed to  receive  
very gra c io u fly ;  and that H is  M a je ity  had com m anded  
h im  to  acquaint this H o u fe ,  that he w i l l  im m ediate ly  take  
ftich m eafures as m ay be moll; l ik e ly  to  conduce to  the e ita -  
b li ih m en t o f  a con n ex ion  betw een  this k in g d o m  and the  
k in g d o m  o f  Ire land , upon a folid and perm anent bafis.

N U M B E R  V I I .

Journals o f the Houfe o f Commons o f I t  eland.
May 2 7 ,  j 7 8 2 .

T H E  R ig h t  H on o u ra b le  M r .  Secretary F itzp a tr ick  pre-  
ien ted  to  the  H o u f e ,  by order o f  H is  G ra ce  the L ord L ie u ­
te n a n t ,

R e fo lu t io n s  and A ddrefs  o f  the Lords fp iritual and t e m ­
poral o f  G reat B rita in , re la t ing  to  Ireland, the 17th o f  M a y  
1 7 8 2 .

V otes  o f  the H o u fe  o f  C o m m o n s  o f  G reat B rita in , relat­
i n g  to  Ireland , dated the  17th  day o f  M a y  1 7 8 2 .

R ea d , and ordered to  lie on the table.
T h e  R ig h t  H o n o u r a b l e  M r .  F itzp a tr ick  in form ed the  

H ou fe*  that H is  M a je ity  had been pleafed to  return a moft 
gracious A n fw e r  to t h e  A ddrefs o f  th is  H o u f e  o f  the 16th o f  
A p r i l— w h ic h  is as fo l lo w s :

G e o r g e  R .
H is  M ajefty  receives w ith  pleafure the afliirances o f  the  

H o u fe  o f  C o m m o n s  o f  Ire lan d , o f  their un fhak en  attach­
m en t  to  h is  perfon and fam ily .

I t  g ives H is  M aje ity  the h igh efl fa t isfa ftion  to  obferve,



that in their op in ion , in  w h ic h  H is  M ajefty  perfectly  co n ­
cu rs, the coilftitutional c o n n e x io n  betw een  G reat Britain and  
Ireland is efTential to the  interefts and happinefs o f  both  
nations ; and that it is the determ ination o f  his peop le  o f  I r e ­
land to ihare the fate o f ,  and to ftand and fall w ith  the Britifh  
n a tio n .

H is  M ajefty  conceives  that thefe p r in c ip les  cannot fail to  
contribute to the accom p liih m en t o f  h is earneft defire to  re­
m o v e  a ll  caufes o f  difcontent and je a lo u fy ;  w ith  that v ie w  
H is  M aje ity  has recom m ended this w e ig h t y  and im p ortan t  
fubjedt to the confideration o f  h is  Parliam ents o f  both k in g ­
dom s, trufting that their un ited  w ifd o m  w i l l  fu g g ed  fu ch  
m eafures as m ay term inate in  a fin d adjuftm ent to  their  
m utual fatisfaótion.

W it h  the fam e v ie w  H is  M ajefty  intends for th w ith  to  
com m u n icate  to  the Lords and C o m m o n s  o f  G rea t Britain*  
the Addreifes o f  the L ord s  and C o m m o n s  o f  Ire land .

G .  R*

( 129 )

N U M B E R  V I I I .

A d d r e s s  i n  A n s w e r ,  May 2 8 ,  1 7 8 2 *

To the King's M ojl Excellent Majejly.
The humble Addrefs o f the Knights, Citizens and 

Burgejfes, in Parliament ajfembled.

M o s t  g r a c i o u s  S o v ë r e i g n ,

W E  you r  M a je fty ’s moft dutiful and  loyal fu b je f ls ,  the  
C o m m o n s  o f  Ireland in  P arliam en t a flem bled , beg  leave to  
afTure you r  M ajefty  o f  our u n fe igned  affection  to  your royal  
perfon and govern m ent ; and that w e  feel m oft fenfibly the  
atten tion  w h ich  our reprefentations have received from  the  
m a g n a n im ity  o f  your  M a je fty ,  and the  w ifd o m  o f  the P ar­
liam en t o f  G reat Britain .

W e a f lu r e  your M aje fty , that w e  con ce ive  the R e fo lu t io n  
for an unqualified , un con ditiona l repeal o f  the 6 th  o f  G e o .  I ,  
to  be a m eafure o f  con fu m m ate  w ifd om  and ju ft ic e ,  fu itable  
to  the d ign ity  and em in en ce  o f  both na t ion s , e x a lt in g  the  
chara& cr o f  both, and fu rn iih in g  a perpetual p ledge  o f  m u ­
tual am ity .

3 Wc
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W e  alUire your M a je fty ,  tliat w e  are fenfibly affe&ed by  
you r  virtuous determ ination to accede to the w iih es  o f  your  
faithful people , and to exerc ife  your royal prerogative in a 
m anner m oil conducive  to their w elfare; and accordingly  
w e  (hall im m ediate ly  prepare b ills  to  carry into execu tion  
the deiires o f  your M a je fty ’"s people  and your o w n  m oft be­
n evo len t purpofes.

Gratified in thofe particulars, w e  do aiTure your M ajefty  
that no  conftitutional queftion betw een the tw o  nations w il l  
any lon ger  ex ift ,  w h ic h  can interrupt their h a rm o n y ; and  
that G reat Britain , as flie has approved o f  our firm nefs, fo  
m a y  (he rely on  our afFe&ion.

W e  rem em ber and do repeat our determ ination  to (land  
and fall w ith  the Britifh nation.

W e  perceive w ith  pleafure the m agn an im ity  o f  your M a ­
j e f ty  d ifcla im s the little  p o licy  o f  m a k in g  a bargain w ith  
y ou r  p eop le ;  and fee lin g  w ith  pride the confidence your M a ­
jefty  repofes in  the good  faith , generofity , and honour o f  the  
i r i ih  nation, w e  a n fw er  w ith  all h u m il ity ,  that your M a ­
je fty  enterta ins  a ju ft  fenfe o f  our  character. C o m m o n  in -  
tereft , perpetual c o n n e x io n ,  the recent - t o n d u â  o f  G reat  
B rita in ,  a native afFe&ion to the B ritiih  nam e and nation ,  
togeth er  w ith  the  con ft itu tion  w h ich  w e  have recovered, and  
the h igh  reputation w h ic h  w e  poiTefs, muft ever decide the  
w iih e s  as w e l l  as the  intereft o f  Ireland to  perpetuate the 
h arm on y , (lability , and glory o f  the em pire .

W e  aíliire your M a je fty ,  that w e  learn w ith  (ingular fa-  
tisfad lion  the account ot you r  brilliant fuccefTes in the Eaft  
and W e f t  In d ies , gratified at one and the fam e inftant in our  
deareft w i ih e s ,  the  freedom  o f  Ire land , and c lo ry  o f  Gre^t 
Brita in .

W e  can n ot o m it  exprefling our gratitude to  your M aje fty ,  
for app o in ting  the D u k e  o f  Portland to the gov ern m en t o f  
th is  k in gd om . W e  are conv inced  his reprefentations w ere  
fa ith fu l ,  v igorous, and beneficial.

W e  are acquainted w ith  h is  c h a r a ile r ,  an d , re ly in g  on his 
upright and frugal adm iniftration, m ak e  n o  doubt that a free 
p eople  and an uncorrupt P arliam ent w il l  unite to  g ive a c o n -  
i l itu tion a l C h ie f  G overnor decided fupport.

W e  have prefum ed to lay before you r  M a je fty  our g e ­
n u ine  fentim eLts on the  ch an ge  o f  our f itu a tion . Y o u r  M a ­
jefty  w i l l  receive them  as the vo lun tary , unftipu lated  tribute  
o f  at free and grateful peop le ,

N U M B E R
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N U M B E R  I X .

H is Majefty s Anfiver, prefented by M r. Secretary 
Fitzpatrick, June 13, 1782.

G e o r g e  R .
H I S  M ajefty  has received w ith  the  m o d  fincere fatif-  

fa& ion the dutiful and loyal Addrefs o f  his  H o u fe  o f  C o m ­
m on s o f  Ireland. H is  M ajefty  allures his fa ithfu l C o m m o n s  
o f  his affectionate acceptance o f  their gratefu l a c k n o w led g ­
m ents for the attention w h ich  H is  M ajefty  and the P arlia ­
m en t  o f  Great Britain have fh ow n to  th eir  reprefentations,  
and w hich they fo ju ft ly  confider as fu rn iih in g  a perpetual  
pledge  o f  m utual am ity .

T h e  declarations o f  the H o u fc  o f  C o m m o n s ,  that n o  
conftitutional queftion b e tw e en  the t w o  nations w il l  a n y  
longer ex ift ,  that can interrupt their h arm on y , and that G rea t  
Britain m ay rely on their affedtions, are very  p leafing  to  H is  
M ajefty .

H is  M ajefty is fu lly  convinced , by  their  prefent profeflions  
o f  entire l'atisfa£lion and dutiful a ttach m en t, that H is  M a ­
je fty  a lw ays entertained a juft fenfe o f  their charadler; th e  
zea l w h ich  they have ihovvn to perpetuate the harm ony,, and. 
their  determ inations to uphold  the g lory  o f  the em p ire ,  
ju ftify  H is  M ajefty  for havin g , on his part, g iven  the m o ll  
unequivocal proofs o f  his royal confidence  in the honour and  
good faith o f  the Irilh  nation.

G .  R*

N U M B E R  X .

Copy o f an Addrefs o f Thanks to His Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, May 28, 1782.

To His Grace William Henry, Duke o f Portland, 
Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor o f 
Ireland.

The humble Adddrefs o f the Knights, Citizens, and 
BurgefJeSy in Parliament ajjembled.

M a y  it pleafe your G race ,
W E ,  H is  M ajefty ’s m oil dutiful and loya l fu bjec ls ,  the  

C o m m o n s  o f  Ireland in Parliam ent aftem bled, beg  leave to
s 2 exprefs



exprefs  our m o d  unfeigned ack n ow led gm en ts  for your e x ­
c e llen t  fpeech from  the throne; and w e  do befeech your  
G race  to be allured, that thefe are not the  trite expreffions o f  
m ere form al duty but the pure effufions o f  genuine gratitude  
fro m  a free peop le  to  a C h ie f  G overn or  w h o  has announced  
from  the throne the ratification o f  their  freed om . D efcen d ed  
ir o m  a lin e  o f  conftitutional anceftors, inheriting  their p r in ­
c ip le s  w ith  their blood, the ap p o in tm en t o f  your  G race  to  
th e  g overn m en t o f  this country , w as an earnefl: g iven  by a  
beneficent P r in ce , o f  thofe gracious in ten tions w h ich  he has 
f ince  fo fu lly  manifefted to his p eo p le ;  and amidft the entire  
la t isfach on  w h ic h  w e experience  from  the im p o rta n t  in form ­
ation  w h ic h  your  G race  has been pleafed to  co m m u n ica te ,  w e  
can n ot but rejo ice  that the nam e o f B e n t in c k ,  fo  in t im ate ly  
con n ec ted  w ith  the great æra o f  Britiih  liberty , w i l l  be  
handed dow n to the lateft pofler ity , infeparably blended w ith  
the  fu ll and perfeót e ftab liihm en t o f  the conft itu tion  o f  I r e ­
land , A n d  w e  have the beft founded ex p e& a tio n s  that a 
JNobleman, in  w h o fe  virtues both countries have the jufteft  
confidence , w i l l  for ever cem en t thofe friendly and affec­
tion ate  d ifpofitions, w h ich  it is  our earnefl: w ifh  fhould at all 
t im es  m u tually  con tin u e  b e tw een  the tw o  countries .

( I J 2 )

Copy o f His Grace the Duke o f Portland's Anfwert
May 3 0 ,  i 7 8 2 .

G e n t l e m e n ,

I  return y o u  m y m o il  fincere thanks for your k ind and  
affectionate A ddrefs, and receive w ith  lingular pleafure your  
anim ated and honourable  expreffions o f  gratitude and entire  
Jatisfadtion, arifing from  thofe declarations w h ich  the benisrn 
w ifd o m  o f  H i s  M ajefty  and the B ritiih  P arliam en t has  
enabled m e to m ak e from  the throne. I fhall th in k  m y f e l f  
fortunate indeed, i f  the period o f  m y  adm in iftratisn  o f  this  
country  fhall prove the æra o f  reciprocal and infeparable  
affection betw een  Great Britain and Ire la n d ;  an æra facred  
to  every friend, as it is form idable  to  every e n e m y , o f  the 
B n t i ih  em p ire , ■

N U M B E R
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N U M B E R  XI.
22 Geo. III. Cap. 53.

An A ft  to repeal an A ft, made in the Jixth Year o f the 
Reign o f His late Majejty King George the Firjl% 
intituled (t An A ft  fo r  the better fecuring the D e­
pendency o f the Kingdom o f Ireland upon the Crown 
o f Great Britain/ ’
W H E R E A S  an A f t  w as  pafled in the fixth year o f  the  

reign o f  H is la te  M ajefty K in g G e o r g e  the F ir ft ,  in t itu led , “ A n  
A f t  for the better fecuring the D ep en d en cy  o f  the K in g d o m  
o f  Ireland up on  the C r o w n  o f  G rea t  B r i t a i n m a y  i tp le a fe  
your  M oft  E x ce llen t  M aje fty  that it m ay  b e  enacted ; and  
be it enabled by the K i n g ’s M o i l  E x ce l le n t  M a je fty ,  b y  and  
w ith  the advice and confent o f  the Lords fpiritual and tem ­
poral, and C o m m o n s ,  in this prefent P arliam en t aflembled*  
and by the authority o f  the fa m e , that from  and after the  
pafling o f  th is A f t ,  the above-m en tioned  A f t ,  and the fever ai 
matters and th in gs  therein con ta in ed , ih a l l  be , and is and  
are hereby repealed.

N U M B E R  X I I .

23 Geo. I I I .  Cap. 28.
A n A  ft fo r  removing and preventing a ll Doubts which 

have arfen, or might arife, concerning the exclu fiv e  
Rights o f the Parliament and Courts o f Ireland, in 
Matters o f Legiflation and Judicature: and fo r  p re­
venting any W rit o f Error or Appeal from  any of 
H is M ajefty s Courts in that Kingdom from being re- 
reived, heard, and adjudged, in any o f H is Majejly’s 
Courts in the Kingdom of Great Britain .
W H E R E A S ,  by  an A f t  o f  the laft Seflicn  o f  this prefent  

P arliam en t, intitu led , “  A n  A f t  to repeal an A f t ,  m ade in the 
fixth  y ear  o f  the R e ig n  o f  H is  late M a je fty  K in g  G e o rg e  the  
F irft ,  in t itu led , cA n  A f t  for the better fecuring the D e p e n d -
* ency  o f  the K in gd om  o f  Ireland upon the C r o w n  o f  G reat
* B r ita in ,’ it w as  en afted , that the faid laft-m entioned  A f t ,  
and all matters and th ings therein conta in ed , fhould be re­
pea led: and whereas doubts have arifen w heth er  the provi-  
flops g f  the faid A f t  are fufficient to fecure to the people  o f

l i e !  a nd
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Ireland the rights c la im ed by th em  to be bound only  by  
law s ena& ed by H is  M ajefty and the Parliam ent o f  that 
k in gd om , in all cafes whatever, and to h ave  all a l l io n s  and 
fuits at law  or in eq u ity , w hich m ay be inftituted in that 
k in g d o m , decided in H is  M aje fty ’s Courts therein  fina lly ,  
and w ithout appeal from thence : therefore, for rem oving  
all doubts rerpe£lin g  the fam e, may it pleafe your M ajefty  
that it m ay be declared and en aóted ; and be it declared and 
er.a&ed by the K in g ’s M o il  E x ce llen t  M ajefty , by  and w ith  
the advice and confent o f  the Lords Spiritual and T e m p o r a l ,  
and C o m m o n s ,  in this prefent Parliam ent aiiem bled , and by  
the  authority o f  the fam e, that the faid right c la im ed by the  
people o f  Ireland to be bound o n ly  by la w s  enacted by H is  
M ajefty  and the P arliam ent o f  that k in g d o m , in all cafes - 
w h atever , and to  have all aó iion s and fu its  at law  or in  
equ ity , w h ich  m ay be inflituted in that k in g d o m , decided in  
H is  M a je fty ’s C ourts therein finally, and w ith o u t  appeal  
from  th en ce , ihall b e ,  and it  is hereby declared to be efta- 
bliíhed  and afcertained fo r e v e r ,  and ih a ll ,  at no  t im e here­
a fter , be queftioned or queftionable.

I I .  A n d  be it further enabled by the au th or ity  aforefaid, 
that no W r i t  o f  Error or A p p ea l ihall be received or ad­
ju d g ed ,  or any other proceeding be had by or in any o f  H i s  
M a je f ty ’s C o u rts  in th is  k in g d o m , in any adlion or fuit at 
la w  or in eq u ity ,  inftituted in  any o f  H is  M ajefty’s C ourts  
in  the k in gd om  o f  Ireland ; and that all fuch w r its ,  appeals, 
or proceed in gs, fhall be , and they are hereby declared null  
and void to all intents and purpofes ; and that all records, 
tranfcripts o f  records or proceedings, w h ic h  have been tranf-  
m itted from  Ireland to G reat Britain , by virtue o f  any W r i t  
o f  Error or A p p ea l,  and u p o n  w h ich  no ju d g m e n t  has been  
g iv e n  or decrec pronounced before the firft day o f  J u n e ,  o n e  
thoufand feven  hundred and e ig h ty - tw o ,  iha ll,  upon a p p li­
cation made by or in  b eh a lf  o f  the party in w h o fe  favour  
ju d g m en t wras g iv e n ,  or decree pronounced , in Ire lan d , be 
delivered to  fuch party, or any perfon by h im  authorized  to 
apply  for and receive  the fame,

N U M B E R

y
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N U M B E R  X I I I .

Duke o f Portland's Correfpoiulence.

N o .  i .

Dublin Caflle, (jtb A4ay 1 7 8 2 .

From the Duke Portland, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to Lord 
Shelburne, Secretary of State.

M y  L o r d ,

T H E  confidence I find repofed in  m e is certainly e x ­
trem ely  flattering— I w il l  m eet it as it deferves, by con ti­
n u in g  to  w rite  w ithout any referve.

U n d e r  the im prellion o f  th e  unavoidable neceflity o f  c o n ­
ced in g  all the po in ts  required, lor  the fake o f  der iv ing  any  
real advantage from  the pofleffion o f  this country , I do re­
co m m en d  that poiitive  afTurances be g iv en  that the alter­
a tion  o f  the M u tin y  B il l  and the m odification o f  P o y n in g rs 
L a w ,  (hall be conceded to them  in the form  required b y  
their  Addrefs ; that the 6 th  o f  G eo rg e  the Firft ill all be re­
pealed , and that W rits  o f  Error ihall no longer be received  
by our C ou rt  o f  K in g ’s Bench \ but that, as Great Britain, 
by thefe concertions, is defirous not on ly  o f  fa t isfy ing  the  
ex p e ó la t io n s  o f  the  Irifh up on  all conftitutional points, but 
o f  preven ting  every polfib le fou rce  o f  future jea loufy  and  
d ifco n ten t,  llie does not doubt o f  rece iv ing  an un eq u ivoca l  
te ft im ony  o f  a correfponding  difpofition on the part o f  I re ­
land, and is perfuaded that the  P arliam en t o f  th is  cou n try  
w i l l  co-operate  in the m o il  effectual m ethod , e ith er  w ith  th e  
K in g ’s confidential fervants, or w ith  com m iíí ion ers  appointed  
by the Parliam ent o f  G reat B rita in , or through the  m ed iu m  
o f  the C h ie f  G overn or  o f  this k in g d o m , to fettle  the precifc  
l im its  o f  that independence w h ich  is required , the confider-  
ation that fhould be g iv e n  for the protection  e x p e f te d ,  and  
the fhare it  w ou ld  be proper for  th em  to contribute towards  
the  general fupport o f  the em p ire , in purfuance o f  the d ec la ­
ration contained in the con c lu d in g  paragraph o f  their  o w n  
A d d refs .— T h e  regu lation  o f  their trade is a fubjedt w h ic h ,  
I th in k , w ou ld  very properly m ake a part o f  the treaty,  
and w h ich , from the  d iiTatisfaâion  exp reiled  by many c o m ­
m ercia l perfons at the delufive advantages o f  the F ree  T r a d e ,  
Wpuld be a  very fit and neceilary iu b je d  for difcuffion. I

need



need not inform your Lordihip that they will find precedents  
in the firft volume of  the Journals o f  their o w n  H o u fe  o f  
C o m m o n s ,  o f  co m m ittees  or agents being  fen t to  E ngland  
to  reprefent their grievances and obtain redrefs.

A s  every  letter your Lordihip has received from m e has  
p rogrell ive ly  reduced the hopes I firft held out to y ou , it 
w i l l  be natural tor you to expedl that 1 ihould afllgn a reafon  
for  ftippofing that the plan w h ich  I have fu bm itted  to you  
wi l l  a c c o m p l i t  the event w e  defire. A l l  1 can fay is ,  that,  
in  m y a p p reh en fion , it ought to a ccom p liih  that even t. I n  
m y  apprehenfion, propofals, fuch as I have ftated, can n ot  
be re lilted in Parliam ent w ith  a n y  effedh T h e y  fo d ire& ly  
correfpond w ith  the w ifh es  o f  the pu b lic ,  that I  conceive  
that no artifice could induce them  to fupport an oppofition to  
th em  ; th e  refufal to accede to th em , or to appoint c o m m if-  
fioners for a F in a l A dju ftm en t, on  the ground s o f  their o w n  
A dd refs , w h en  they ihould  be aiTured that perfons wrere  
properly  au th or ized  for that purpofe, w o u ld  be fuch an in ­
dication of finifter defigns as w ould  warrant y o u r  d iredlions  
to m e to  th row  up the go v ern m en t,  and to leave  th em  to  
that fate w h ic h  their  folly  and treachery ihould deferve. I f  
fu ch  lh ou Id be the fen u m e n ts  o f  the ÍCing’s fervants, after  
u fin g  every endeavour to bring them to a true fenfe o f  their 
c o n d it io n , and o f  the confequ en ces  o f  fuch a refufal, I  
ih ou ld  hefitate as little to order the yacht, and to  leave th em  
to  be th e  v i& im s o f  their  o w n  in fan ity , as I ihould to fay 
that it w ou ld  be ufelefs to  attem pt to  coerce  th em , and that 
th e  country up on  fuch term s w ou ld  not be worth poffeflm g.

Suffer m e ,  m y  L ord , o n ce  m ore to repeat m y  m o il  earned  
in i ia n ces  for a fpcedy determ ination . T h e r e  are paflages in  
the^ t w o  laft letters I  had the honour o f  rece iv ing  from  you  
w h ich  m ak e m e th ink  that there is little or no difference in  
our op in ion s  up on  this unhapp y fubjedt ; and let m e  add, 
that unlefs negotiation  can be entered in to w ith  perfons pro­
perly  authorized by the Parliam ent o f  this country , and that 
th e  objedl is to go  fairly to the bottom  o f  the bu finefs , and  
to  form  a n ew  fyHein of relation b e tw een  the  t w o  countries , 
u p on  the bails o f  their m u tual interefts, th ech a ra d ler  o f  the  
p ie fe n t  A dm iniftration wi l l  be loft, and the E n g li ih  G o v e rn ­
m e n t  muft be prepared to renounce a ll  p re len iio n s  to  refpeót  
Qi in fluence  in this country . I am , & c . & c.

(S ign ed ) # P O R T L A N D .

* N o .

(  * 3 6  )
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N o .  2 .

T o  M r .  ------------.

Dublin CaftJe,  Sunday Morning.

S i r ,  2 6 th May 1 7 8 2 .
I  ihould  be very glad to hear that L o rd  C h a r lem o n t w as  

inc lin ed  to accede to any part, or even  to the idea o f  fuch  
a p lan , as you have been fo o b lig in g  as to c o m m u n ic a te  to  
m e .  I ihould confider it as a material ftep to that fituation  
in  w hich I am fure it is the intereft o f  both k in gd om s to  be  
p la ced ;  being  conv inced , that w hatever is m o il  l ik e  a U N I O N  
is  the m o il  probable bond o f  co n n ex io n  to reftore and p erpe­
tuate the harm ony and profperity o f  the tw o  cou n tr ies ,

I a m , w ith  great refpe£t and regard, S ir ,
Y o u r  m o il  obedient hu m b le  fervant,

(S ign ed ) P O R T L A N D .

N o .  3 .

Extra ft of a Letter from the Marquis of Rockingham to the 
Duke of Portland,  dated Wimbledon, 2$th May 1 7 8 2 .

T h e  eflential points on the part o f  Ire land  n o w  acceded  
to ,  w i l l ,  I truft, e ilabliih  a p erfc ft  cordiality  b e tw een  the  
tw o  countries ; and as there can no longer  exift  any grounds  
o f  conteft or jea lou fy  on  matters *f right b e tw een  the c o u n ­
tries, the on ly  o b j e á  o f  both w i l l  be, h o w  finally to arrange, 

fettle,  and adjufl all matters whereby t h e  U n i o n  o f  p o w e r ,
S T R E N G T H ,  A N D  M U T U A L  A N D  R E C I P R O C A L  A  ) r  N -  
T A G E  may be bejl permanently fixed.

I  obferve in L ord Sh elburne’s letter to  your G ra ce ,  dated  
18th M a y ,  he ftates m ore relu ctance  to  the idea o f  C o m -  
m iflioners than I ihould  ju d ge  to  be a general op in ion  o f  
H is  M ajefty ’s Servants ; the m eafure m ay  be a doubtlu l  
on e  ; but i f  it appeared to  be the  inclination  a m o n g  the  
lead in g  gen tlem en  o f  Ire land , I ihould th ink  good  w o u ld  
en fu e .

N o ,  4 ,

Extraft of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to the Earl of 
Shelburne,  dated Dublin Cajile, 5/Â June 1 7 8 2 .

I  have  n o w  ftated to  your L ord fli ip  every m atter that I can  
th in k  lik ely  to  co m e  before P ar liam en t, and have further to

t  a d d ,
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add, that the defire w hich  is  generally and em phatically  e x -  
prelfed for a fpeedy conclufion  o f  this Seilion , w i l l  very for­
c ib ly  tend to unite G en tlem en  in d ifcountenancing  any a t­
tem p t to bring on  queftions o f  any fort at this feafon o f  the  
year. I prefum e your L ord ih ip  w il l  b e  o f  op in ion , that it  
is  not defirable to  oppofe the w iih es  o f  this country refpçéU  
i n g a s  early  a Prorogation as the bufinefs before them  w ill  
ad m it . N o r  indeed am J d iiinclined to recom m end it ; for  
th e  pafïîons o f  this nation  do not appear to m e as yet to have  
fuffic iently  fubfided to let the gratitude w h ich  is fe lt  pafs 
q u ie t ly  and confidentially  through that channel w h ic h  can  
a lo n e  d ire ft  it to the reciprocal advantages o f  both k in g -  
d o m s.

T h e r e  is no  doubt o f  G overn m en t being able to  flop any  
m if c h ie f  ; but I cannot fo readily take upon m e  to  anfw er  
fo r  the im m ed iate  a tta inm ent o f  the benefits w h ic h  the l ib e ­
rality  o f  G reat Britain entitles  her to e x p e ó h  U n le f s ,  
therefore , one very great meajure, w h ich  I  w il l  m ake the fub-  
je d t  o f  a feparate le tter , can  be obtained, I fu b m it  to you r  
.Lordihip the propriety o f  co in c id in g  in the w iih es  o f  the  
P a r liam en t, b y  pu ttin g  an end to  the prefent Seflion, as fooi* 

m ay be after the  return o f  the B ills  from  E nglan d .

N o .  5 ,

From the Duke of Portland to the Earl of Shelburne,

M y  L o r d ,  Dublin Caflle, bth June 1 7 8 2 .

T h e  m eafure w h ich  I  ftated to your L ord ih ip  in m y letter  
o f  laft n ig h t ,  as a fufficient in d u cem en t for deferring the pro­
rogation o f  P a r liam en t, is o f  fo delicate  a  nature, and re­
qu ires  fo m u ch  feçrecy  and m an agem en t, that I th ink  it  un-, 
advifable to truil the co m m u n ic a t io n  o f  it to a n y  hand but  
m y  o w n ;  and us it is poiïiblç that the event m ay not ju ftify  
the  hop es  I en ter ta in , it w ould  perhaps be m ore  prudent to  
w ith h o ld  the  in te l l ig en ce  w h ich  I am  n o w  about to  g ive  y ou ,  
un til  I could tranfm it the  plan properly authenticated̂  for the  
confuleration o f  your L ord ih ip , and the reft o f  the  K in g ’s 
confidential fervants. H o w e v e r ,  as I feel that 1 have a righç  
to  take credit for m y  endeavours, and that the  M in if ter s  in  
E n g la n d  eq u a lly  partake o f  m y refp on fib il ity  in th e  a d m i-  
niftration o f  the affairs o f  this cou n try , I  a m  as a n x io u s  that

they
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th ey  ihould ihare arty merit that can be derived from our jo in t  
c o n d u it ,  as that they ihould be liable to  any blam e to  w h i£h  
the adoption ot ill-advifed or inconfiderate meafures m ay e x -  
pofe th em . I ihall therefore acquaint your L ord ih ip , thàt  
I have reafon to  hope that I m ay be fhortly  enabled to  lay  
before you the fketch or outlines  o f  an A ó t  o f  Parliam ent to  
be adopted by the legiflatures o f  the refpedtive k in gd om s ; 
by w h ic h  the fuperintending p ow er  and fuprem acy o f  G r ea t  
B ritain , in all matters o f  ftate and general co m m erce ,  w i l l  
be virtually and effectually a ck n o w led g ed  ; that a ihare o f  
the exp en fe  in carrying on a defenfive or offenfivê w a r , e ither  
in  fupport o f  our o w n  d om in io n s ,  or thofe o f  our a llies ,  
ihall be borne by Ireland in proportion to  the a& ual ilate o f  
her abilities ; and that ihe w i l l  adopt every fuch regu lation  
as m ay be judged neceiTary by G reat B r ita in ,  for th e  better  
ordering and fecuring her trade and co m m erce  w ith  fore ign  
nation s , or her o w n  co lon ies  and depend en cies , confidera-  
tion being duly had to  the c ircum ftan ces  o f  this cou n try . I  
am  flattered w ith  the ex p ecta tio n  o f  rece iv in g  the m oil  p o ii -
tive  aiTuranees from  —  —  —  —  —  __  __  _
o f  their fupport in carrying fuch a B ill  through both H o u fe s  
o f  Parliam ent ; and in cafe  fuch an object could be o b ­
tained, I  fhould  prefum e that it w ou ld  be very advifable to  
trefpafs upon the patience o f  this country  to bring it to per­
fec t io n , even in the prefent m o m en t .  Y o u r  L ord ih ip  m ay  
depend upon the earlieit account o f  m y  fuccefs  and progrefs  
in  this buiinefs.

I  have the  hon ou r to  be, See. & c. & c.
(S ig n ed )  P O R T L A N D .

N o .  6 .

From Lord Shelburne to the Duke of Portland.

Shelburne Houfe, Sundayv  Juné o ,  
M y  L o r d ,  "Twelve o'Clock at Noon. ,

I n  the very inftant o f  the  departure o f  the m efïe n g e ^ w ith  
the difpatches a cco m p a n y in g  th is  letter , I have the honour  
to  receive your G r a ce ’s o f  the  5 th  and 6 th .

T h e  contents o f  the letter are too  im portant to  hefitate  
S t a i n i n g  h im , w h i le  I aiTure y o u r  G ra ce  o f  the fa-  

tis fa& ion  1 k n o w  your  le tter  w i l l  g iv e  the K in g ,  I  have
t  3  Jived
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lived in the m o il  an x iou s  expectation  o f  fom e fuch m eafure  
offering itfelf .  N o th in g  prevented m y  preffing it in this  
difpatch , ex cep t ,  having repeatedly dated the juft expectations  
o f  th is  country , I w as apprehenlive o f  g iv in g  that the air 
o f  dem and w h ich  w ould  be better  left to a fpirit o f  vo lu n ­
tary ju ftice , gratitude, and forefight. I gave your G race  
confid en ce  for w a tch in g  the tem per o f  thofe you  had to  deal 
w ith ,  and cannot exprefs  the pleafure it g ives m e to  find that 
confidence juftified. Bargains and com pacts  m ay accom p liih  
l i t t le  objects— great ends muft be obtained by a nobler and  
m o re  generous po licy . N o  matter w h o  has the m erit, let the  
t w o  k in gd om s be one, w h ich  can only  be by Ireland n o w  ac ­
k n o w le d g in g  the fuperintending p ow er  and fuprem acy to  be 
w h ere  N a tu r e  has placed it in precife and unambiguous term s, 
I  am  fure I  need not inculcate  to your G race  the  im p ort­
a n ce  o f  words in an a f t  w h ich  muft decide on the happinefs  
o f  ages, particularly in  w hat regards contribution  and trade, 
fu b jec ts  moft l ik e ly  to co m e  into  frequent queftion . Y o u r  
G ra ce  w i l l  have every m erit I can g ive you . I have o n ly  to  
afture your G race  o f  every  fupport neceftary to carry this 
m eafu re , and o f  the moft confidential return to every c o m ­
m u n ica tio n  you th ink  the p u b lic  fervice m ay require.

I entirely agree in your G race’s reafons for p u tt in g  as 
fpeedy an end as poifible to th e  prefent Seftions, un lefs  the  
m eafu re  you  have in  con tem p lation  can be obtained.

T h e  K in g  is  at W in d fo r ,  and every one elfe  out o f  to w n  \ 
I therefore o n ly  w rite  the fen tim ents  o f

Y o u r  G race’s fa ithfu l fervant,
S H E L B U R N E .

No. 7.

ExtraB of a Letter from the Duke of Portland\ Lord Lieute- 
tenant of Ireland, to the Earl of Shelburne ; dated Dublin 
Cajlle,  2 2 djune  1 7 8 2 .

T h e  d ifappoin tm ent and m ortification I fuffer by the u n ­
e x p ec ted  change in  th o fe  difpofitions w h ich  had authorized  
m e  to  entertain the hopes I had perhaps too  fan gu inely  e x -  
preffed in the letter w h ic h  I had the honour o f  w r it in g  to  
your  L ord ih ip , the 6 th  inftant, m uft not p reven t m y a c ­
q u a in t in g  yo u , that for the prefent thofe exp ecta tion s  m uft  
b e  g iven  u p . I truft, and am  inclined  to  flatter m y fe lf  th ey  
are  only  fufpended, and that they w i l l  be revived w h e n  the

4 temper
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temper o f  this country (ball have recovered its ton e, and ac­
quired that degree o f  com pofure  w h ic h  muft g ive  it the  
firmnefs neceifary for e ife ftu atin g  fo w ife  and falutary a m ea-  
fure. M r .  F — —  will have inform ed your L ord ih ip  o f  
fom e very unpleafant c ircum ftances w h ic h  w ere  l ik e l)  to  
have  happened a very few  days before the  A d jou rn m en t, the  
traces o f  w h ich  are ftrongly m arked in the Addrefs from  the  
Leinfter V olunteers , w h ich  I have this day the hon ou r o t  
t ta n fm it t in g  to you , but w h ic h ,  1 th in k , are to be attri­
buted to a fufpicion o f  the poílible effe& o f  a n egotia t ion .  
B y  the account o f  the  events o f  thofe three or four days, and  
o f  the tim idity and jealoufy  o f  the firft people  in  th is  c o u n ­
try, it is clear to m y apprehenfion, that any in jud ic iou s or 
offenfive m eafure may be p reven ted , but that any attem pt  
to  conciliate  the m inds o f  this nation to  any fuch m eafure as 
I intim ated  the  hope o f ,  w ou ld  at this moment b e  delufive  
and impoiTibie.

T H E  E N D
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N E W  P U B L I C A T I O N S
P R I N T E D  F O R
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