" PROTESTANT ASCENDANCY

W AND-

Catholic Emancipation
RECONCILED

BY A

~ LEGISLATIVE UNION;

WITH A
VIEW or tue TRANSACTIONS
IN 1782, :
RELATIVE To THE INDEPENDENCE

OF THE

#Euﬂ) lparlxament

4%~ AND THE '

PRESENT POLITICAL STATE or IRELAND,

As
DEPENDANT ON THE CROWN,

_AND

CONNECTED WITH. THE PARLIAMENT

Sreat Entam.

WITH AN

APPENDIX,

Altera jam teritur Bellis Civilibus FEtas.
Suis et ipfa Roma 72 r:bm ruit.
Furame Czcos, an rapit Vis acrior,

"~ An Culpa ?

HoRrack.

LONDON :
PRINTED FOR J. WRIGHT, PICCADILLY,
o 1800.




lenl Nl
LR Y R g

A EHa

e -\.-‘ Y et *-

4 =S
AT WA Sy gt sl
iy 2 Lol Siqi s ol
CHPne AUR SIAL B (A0S weRenid
¢ R '
z oy g T
wm;cr ) ot - o--u\.--nu

'*fq’{f/:,




. PROTESTANT ASCENDANCY
AND _
CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION

RECONCILED, -

“ THE relative grandeur of France,” fays the
fagacious Montefquieu, ‘“ wgs, m the reign of
Lewis XIV. at its higheft pitch, becaufe England

and Scotland had not. yet formed themfelves inio
ONE UNITED KINGDOM.”

- What would that great man have faid, if he
had lived to fee the prefent diftraéted ftate of
Ireland ?  For, though difaffection prevailed in
Scotland to a confiderable degree at the period
alluded to, yet no rebellion or infurre&ion had
taken place of magnitude to weaken the power
or diftra¢t the attention of Government, from
the continental war in which it was then en-
gaged, and therefore can in ne wife be com-
pared with the Irifh rebellion of 1798, whether
it be confidered as to its numbers and extent,
its dangerous objeét and ruinous confequences,
much lefs as to the horrors and bloodthed by
,;;vhlc.h it has been diftinguifhed.
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In fach a fituation, evety tnan ‘muft natia
rally have wifhed for a remedy to fo many evils §
but it required the firohgeft penetration to feize
the objet of an Incorporate Union as the only
cfficiert corre@ive ; and the firmnefs of a mé;-hy
mind to propofe and purfue the meafure;
regardlefs of the many difficulties, and un-
awed by the accumulated dangers that preffed
on every fide. :

To convert anarchy inte otder, weaknefs into
Frength, and feparation into union ; Ts a great
and glorious ‘undertaking. 1t prefents every
encouragement to the virtue of a Pairiol King,
every inducement to the pride and ambition of
an enlightened ftatefman ; and the accomplifh-
ment will be attended with immortal honour
to the advifers of ‘the meafure ; and, T truft,
endlefs happinefs to ‘the Britith Empire.

The fubje® of an Incorporate Union with
Treland has been fo ably opened by Mr. Pitt
and Mz Dandas, with all its bearings on the
‘advantages it offers to the peace, fecurity, and
theprofperity of Ireland ; as'well as the general
objedt ‘of firengtlt ‘and importance to the em-
pire’s the ‘commercial advartages have been fo
clearly laid down by Lord Auckland, and the
abftra& relations of all the parties concerned,
fiated with fuch juftnefs and precifion by Lord
' : Minto,
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Minto, that every thinking and difpaffionate
man muft have made up his mind on the
‘neceflity and expedience of this important
meafure : which, during the difcuffion, has re-
ceived additional light from the refpectable
abilities of Mr. Addington, the prattical know-
Iedge of Lord Sheffield, and the learned re-
fearch' of Mr. Douglas.

In this kingdom, the wtility of the meafure
may be faid to have been generally recognifed ;
for it has been not only well received ; but has
had the fingular fate, that no objections have
hitherto been made to it, either in Parliament
or through the medium of the prefs.

In Ireland it has had many powerful fup-
porters, among whom, two young men, Mr.
Johnfon and Mr. Smith, deferve te. be noticed.
It has there, too, met with violent opponents ;
of whom Mr. Fofier and Mr. Grattan, from
their charadter and confequence, may be con-
~ fidered as the chief,

If ever cool examination and difpaflionate
inquiry were particularly called for, it muft be
on a qucflion of fa vaft importance; where,
from the nature of the fubje, the mutual in-
terefis of two friendly, but high-fpirited king-
doms, were to be difcuffed ; and where every -
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irritating appeal to the popular topics of na-
tional pride and vulgar prejudice, fhould have
been cautioufly avoided. SN

If, on the contrary, we find extenfive views:
narrowed down to local and perfonal confider-
ations; general expedience retorted by partial
convenience ; argument anfwered by declama-
tion, and reafon by inveQive; we muft, at
leaft, diftrufi the caufe that has recourfe to
fuch infiruments of defence.

Abfiraéted from perfonal refleCtions on Mr.
Pitt’s abilities, intentions, and character; Mr.
Fofter’s oppofition turned principally on two
points :

Firft, An appeal to the Settlement of 1782,
which he fiyles final; and from thence argues,
that it bars and precludes the very poffibility of
any new arrangement between the two king-
doms ; which I mean to ‘'make one object of
our prefent inquiry : and, fecond, A view of
the commercial fiate of Ireland, from which
he infers the inexpediency of the meafure.
This fecond part has been fo ably and fully
anfwered in a well-known pamphlet, entitled,
¢¢ Obfervations on that Part of the Speaker’s
Speech that relates to Trade,” that the Speaker
ftands at this moment in an awkward fituation,

with
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with ' his veramty committed by an appeal to
authentic documents, which he is charged with
having mlfapplged, if not miftated; to which
no reply has been made, nor any attempt, as
yet, to clear the doubt, or WIPC away the 1m-
putation.

The firft objeétion, refling on a pretended
Jinal fettlement in' 1782, that now barred a
treaty for Union, though it has been moft
clearly thown to be irrelevant and unfounded,
is become capable ‘of a more fatisfactory anfwer,
from Mr. Grattan, who was the principal
mover in the tranfaétion alluded to, having
lately come forward, and given the key to un-
ravel the myftery in which it had been induf-
trioufly involved. |

My firft objeft'then, in this publication, is
to give a full and minute account of the tranf
actions in 1782, relative to the legiflative in-
dependence: of 'Ireland, which will not only
place them in'a new light, by a recapitulation
of fadts, but moft clearly thow that they were
all intended to pave the way for final adjuftment,
inftead .of being oppofed as a' bar to fuch a

meafure.‘ I fhall then * take a thort view of '

* Lord Grenville’s very able fpeech on the political fitu-

ation of Treland was never publifhed ; if it had, - the prefent -

pubhcatlon had, probably, been rendered unneceflary.
- F '. the




il e o -, TR TY .
sl 'mw',wjﬂv-wvr--r ey

6

the . political and commercial connexion be-
tween the two kingdoms, arifing from that
independence ; in order to enforce the neceflity
of an Incorporate Union; and fhall conclude
by an examination of the internal ftate of Ire-
land, as divided into Roman Catholic and
Proteftant interefts, with their relative rights,
claims, and fituation; from which ¥ truft to
be able to fatisfy the mind of .every fenfible
man of either perfuafion,.that their particular
as well as general interefts and advantage, can
only be effe€tually fecured by an Union ; and
that an Union is the only poffible and fuppof~
able cafe, by which the Proteftant may concede
without danger; and the Roman Catbolic re-
ceive, without hazard te the fiate, or injury to
the Proteftants, colleftively or individually,

In coming to an exhaufted fubjeét, I am
fenfible of the many difadvantages I have to
encounter in addrefling myfelf to the public,
who have, in general, made up their minds
on the great merits of the queftion ; and fhall,
therefore, ftudy to be as concife as the fubjeét
will admit, and to avoid fatiguing my readers
by repetitions, if I fail to give mformation on a .
queftion of fuch vaft magnitude, that it offers
almoft boundlefs views to the inquifitive mind,
With this view, I fhall proceed to

PART
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PART I

The Tranfactious in 1782, refpeting the Lepifs
lative Independence of ihe Irifk Parliament.

I ttie fpring of 1782, Lord North had been
driven from the minifiry, and fucceeded by the
Rockingham party; one of whofe firft objeéts,
as foon as they had taken their feats, was, to
call the attention of Parliament to the difirac-
tions and difcontents of Ircland; for though

fThe had been gratified to her utmoft withes on

commercial points, the retained diffatisfaction
on conftitutional queftions; and loudly called
for the repeal of the 6th of Geo. I. chap. s.
entitled, “ An AQ * for the better fecuring the
Dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland upon
the Crown of Great Britain,” and whichdeclared
it to be the right of the Parliament of Great
Britain to bind the  kingdom of Ireland by
laws made by the Britith Parliament.

On the 7th of April 1782, Mr. Secretary
Fox delivered a Meflage from the King to the
Houfe of Commons, which was as follows :—

‘¢ GeorGE R.

“ His Majefly being concerned to find that
difcontents and jealoufies are prevailing among

) * See Appendix, No. I,
<} : : hiS

7th April
1782.
King's Me(-
fage to Bri-
tith Parlia-
ment.
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his loyal fubjecls of Ireland upon matters of
great weight and importance, earneftly recom-
mends to this Houfe to take the fame into thcn:
moft ferious confideration, in order to ﬁwﬁ a ﬁrml
adjuftment as may: ngve mutual fatisfaltion to Botft
kingdoms. R

A fimilar Meflage was delivered to the Houfe
of Lords; but for the future I fhall only ftate
the proceedings of the one Houfe, except
where there is any effential.difference.

April 16, - On the 14th day of Aptil,the Duke of Port-
Sa.;fﬁef_ land fucceeded Lord Carlifle in the government
f‘g‘lﬁeﬂf}“}fﬁ; of Ireland ; and on the 16th he fent the fame

Pordand to Meflage wverbatimy to the two Houfes of the
Farliament. Jrifh Parliament.. , In England, in anfwer to the
anfwer of  King's Meflage;«a vote of thanks* had pafled,
{oih Par- ith an aflurance that the Houfe would pro-
ceed to take the fame into their mof ferious
confiderationy im order to fich a final adjufiment as
may give mutual fatisfaction to both kingdoms,
In the Houfe of Commons of Ireland a fimilar
motion was made in precifely the fame terms;
but here the uniformity ended, and in violation
of Parliamentary order and form of proceeding,
Mr. Grattan moved, That, this Addrefs, the
duplicate of "that voted in England, be ex-
punged ; and in its fiead, moved an Addrefs - to

* Bee Appendjx, No. II, * + See Appendix, No. V. .
1 His
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Ilis Majefty, ftating the difconténts and jealou-
fies in Ireland to arife from three points; the
firft, great, and principal caufe to be the claim
advanced by the Parliament of Great Britain in
the 6th of Geo. I. chap. 5. to legiflate for Ire-
land ; the fecond, the mode of paffing laws in
Ircland under the law known by the name of
Poynings ; and the third, a mutiny bill, unli-
mited in duration.

This Addrefs, moved with precipitation, was
voted by acclamation ; thoughson the 22d of
February, not twomonths before; a fimilar Ad-
drefs, as to the firft great and principal objeét,
had been moved in the Houfe of Commons of
Ireland by Mr. Grattan ; and the confideration
put off to the 1l of Auguft next, by a majority
1347 to 68,

After the informality in the proceeding, and
the departure from Parliamentary dignity and
order by the hafty decifion ; inftead of the /erious
confiderationy recommended by His Majefty, and
the example of the Britith Parliament; the
next material point to be obferved is, the de-
parture from the fpecific objest of the Kin g’s Mef-
fage s in order to fuch a final adjuftment as may
grve mutual fatisfation to both kingdoms ; and
what makes this departure the more remark-

e able

Anfwer of
Irifh Parlia-
ment.

.



Irifh Ad-
drefs pre-
fented to
P gliament
May 1.

Taken into
confidera-
tion May

gy

able is, that the obje&, a final adjuftment *, is
recognifed in the Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords
of Ireland, but entirely omitted in the Addrefs
of the Commons, moved by Mr. Grattan.

Here, then, we have the moft decifive proof
that can arife from internal evidence, that the
object recommended by the King, and approved
by the Britifk Parliament, was a final adjuftment,
to which the whole was to be fubfervient and

conclufive; and that Mr. Grattan’s object was .

to avoid a final adjufiment. 1 ean farther ‘add,
from knowledge, that the .Duke of Portland

faw, and difapproved of the mode of proceeding

as contrary to the King’s Meflage, and the obe
ject of the Miniftry; though the impetuofity
with which the meafure had béen voted, with-
out confideration or previous concert, on the
motion of Mr. Grattan, precluded confideration,
and rendered remonfirance unavailing. Thefe
Addrefles, being tranfmitted to His Majefty,
were by Mr. Secretary Fox brought down to
the Houfe of Commons on the 1ft day of May,
and laid on the table. On the 17th of May
they were taken into the confideration of a
Committee of the whole Houfe, from which Mr,
Powis reported two Refolutions:

“ See Appendix, No. IV.
« 1ft,
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¢¢ 1ff, That the Act of Geo. 1. entitled, &c. Refluticas

ought to be repealed¥.

¢ od, That it is indifpenfable to the interefis
and happinefs of both kingdoms that the con-
nexion between them fthould be eftablifhed, by
mutual confent, upon a folid and permanent

bafis.”

In thefe Refolutions we find ‘a farther con-
_ firmation, that the Britith Cabinet looked {iill
forwards to a final adjuftment, by mutual confent
otherwife, the fecond Refolution, which declared
{fuch a meafure indifpenfable to the happinefs of
both kingdoms, could haye no objeét ; for the
only point claimed or demanded in the Addrefs
of the Irith Houfe of Commons of April 16th,
the repeal of the obnoxious A&t of Geo. I. was
fecured by the firft Refolution. Thereafon why
no notice is here taken of the two other griev-
ances, Poyning’s Law, and the unlimited Mu-
tiny Bill, was, that the Parliament of Ireland,
with the King’s confent, were competent to
undo them ; and their remonfirances as to them,
nugatory ; the redrefs being /i juris. But fo
far were the Britith Miniftry from confidering
the repeal of the 6th Geo. I. as a final adjufi-
ment, that on the report from the Committee on
the fame day, May 17th, they ordered a Bill

* See Appendix, No. V1.
C 2 to

on ditie.




Addrefs to
His Majefty
on the 2d
Refolution.

King's Mef-
fage to Irith
Parliament,

~Inanfwer to

their Ad-
drefs of
April 6, de-
livered May
28, 1782.
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to be brought in to repeal the 6th Geo. I. and
then voted an Addrefs * to His Majefty, < That
His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed .to take
fuch meafures as His Majefty in his royal
wifdom fhall think moft conducive to the
ESTABLISHING, by MUuTUAL coNsenT, the
CONNEXION BETWEEN THIS KINGDOM AND
THE KINGDOM OF IRELAND, Oon 'a SOLID AND
PERMANENT BASIS.” -

And His Majefty, in his Meflage 4 to the
Houfe of Commons of Ireland, delivered on
the 28th of May by Mr. Fitzpatrick, Secretary
to the Lord Lieutenant, in anfwer to their
Addrefs of April 16, after fiating his fatisfac-
tion to find the determination of his people of
Ireland, to fhare the fate of, and to ftand or
fall with the Britith natien, adds thefe re-
markable weords. :

“ His Majefly conceives that thefe principles
cannot fail to contribute to the accomplithment
of his carneft defire to remove all caufes of
difcontent-and jealoufy ; with that view, His
Majefty has. recommended this weighty and
important {ubject to the confideration of his Par-
haments of both Kingdoms; trufting that their
united wifdom will fuggeft fuch meafures as

¥ See Appendix? No. VI, + See Appendix, No. VIL.
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may terminate in a FINAL ADJUSTMENT, to their
mutual fatisfaction.”

Here it is to be remarked, that the fubject
of a final adjuffment 1s urged in a ftill more
- forcible manner than.in the firft Meflage de-
livered from His Majefty by the Duke of Port-
land, on the 16th of April; though on the day
preceding this meflage, the 27th of May, thc;
Duke of Portland had from the throne figni-
fied to Parliament, that their Addrefles had
been received, and agreed to in every part.

But here ends the bufine(s of final adjuffment;
for in the Addrefles of the two Houfes of the
Irith Parliament, in anfwer to the Dike of
Portland’s Speech and the King’s Meflage, no
- notice is taken of His Majefiy’s recommenda-
tion of this weighty and important fubje&, to
the confideration of the Parliaments of both king-
doms—though the Refolution of the Britith
Parliament of the 17th of May, that it was in-
difpenfable to theinterefts of both kingdoms, &c.
had been laid before them: but, inftead of a
correfponding Refolution, which muft have led
to a FINAL SETTLEMENT ; after thanking His
Majefty for the repeal of the 6 Geo. I. and his
agreeing.to the mode defired of paffing bills,
and a new Mutiny A&—this fingular declara-

tiony

-

Addrefs,
Commons
of Ireland
totheKing,
May 28,
1982,
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tion was fubftituted, as a bar ta sETTLEMENT % :
Gratified in thefe particulars, ¢ we do aflure
your Majefty, that no conftitutional queftion
between the two nations will any Ionger exift,
which can interrupt their harmony.”

It is here obfervable, that the limitation, pur-
pofely introduced, confines the fatisfaction to
conftitutional points—the Parliament of Ireland
accepting the repeal of 6 Geo. 1. the fubftance
of the firft Refolution of the Britith Parliament
of May 17, but avoiding to give any other an-
fwer to the great and important object recom-

mended by His Majefty in the fecond ; which

1s there exprefsly declared to be, the ¢fablifhing,
by mutual confent, the comnexion between the two
kingdoms upon a folid and permanent bafis, which
they did by that fingular declaration, ¢ that,
gratified in thefe particulars, no conflitutional
queftions between the two nations will any longer
exift, that caninterrupt their harmony.”

Mr. Grattan -, in his late fpeech in the Irifh
Houfe of Commons (p. 4), exprefsly admits this
to have been the cafe; his words are: ¢ The
next part of the adjufiment was @ rgfolution
voted by the two Britith Houfes of Parliament,
in.confequence of the Addrefs of April 16, te

* See Appendix, No. VIII.

+ The Speech (at length) of the Honourable My, Grattan.

Printed by A. Paris, for J. S. Jordan. _
3 His
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His Majefty. There were Two refolutions
tranfmitted ; firft, that the 6th of Geo. I. &ec.
thould be repealed; fecond, that the con-
nexion between the countries thould be placed,
by mutual confent, on a folid and permanent
foundation.” He then flates the Addrefs of
the two Irith Houfes of Parliament upon thefe
two Refolutions; ¢ which Addres*,” he
fays, “does, among other things, accept of the
propofition contained in the firft Refolution,
and does exprefsly reje the fecond; for it fays,
that we conceive the Refolution for the unqua-
lified, unconditional repeal of the 6 Geo. I. to
be a meafure of confummate wifdom.”

Now without fiopping to examine the juft-
nefs of this reafon, aflighed for the rejeQion of
the fecond Refolution; ‘or to inquire in what
manner the unqualified, unconditional repeal
of the 6 Geo. 1. which they conceived to be
a meafure of confummate wifdom, could ope-
rate as an inducement to 7¢je?; or be afligned
as a reafon for reje?ing the fecond Refolution,
the obje@ of which was, to ¢fublifh the connexion
between the iwo kingdoms on a folid and per-
manent bafis; Tam ®ill more at a lofs to dif-
cover, by what logic this wngualified, uncondi-
tional Tépeal of the 6th of Geo. I. can, now,

* §ee Appendix, No, VIII.
be

1ft Refolu-
tion accepts
ed.

2d Refolu-

tion rejett.
ed.
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be converted into @ folemn contralt; a final fettle=
ment, a great national arrangement ; when Mr.
Grattan has juft told us, that the repeal was
unconditional and ungualified ; and that the Irifh
Parliament rejected the fecond Refolution for a
feitlement, and refufed to treat. And yet this
Mr. Grattan does not hefitate to do, in a fub-
fequent paragraph, for he thus goes on, p. 5 :
¢« I drew that Addrefs, and I introduced thofe
words, exprefsly, to exclude any sUBSEQUENT
qualifications or limitations affecting, &c.” The
Addrefs adds, ¢ Gratified in thofe particulars,
no conftitutional queftion' between the two
nations will any longer exift” (which he calls
the clawfe of finality). 'He has here omitted the
conclufion of the fentence, #4at can difturb their
harmony; for, thus defined, Zis finality has

proved of fhort duration,

But the next paragraph is where Mr. Grat-
tan refts his principal arguments for inferring
a final adjufiment: I will give his own words.

¢ The next part was the meafire adopted by
the Englifh Parliament, upon the confideration
of this Addrefs * : and in that meafure, they ac-
cede to that Addrefs entirely and unequivocally;
they embrace our propojition of unconditional

# Addrefs of the Irifh Houfe of Commons of May 28.
and
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}_hnd,upéquivocal,rc;pcal, and they accoidingly
_introduced a bill for that purpofe; and thus
ithey clofed the FINAL ADJUSTMENT.”

Here is Mr. Grattan’s own account of this
famous FINAL ADJUSTMENT, on which we
remark,

| Firft, That he ftates the meafure to have

~ been adopted by the Englifh Parliament, upon
the confideration of #his Addréfs*; which
Addrefs they never faw or had any knowledge
of; for, befides that His Majefty, for obvious
reafons, did not think proper to lay it before
them, the Addrefs was voted on the 28th of
May, eleven days after the Refolutions which
Mr. Grattan ftates to have been in confequence
of it. And it was an Addrefs of thanks to His
Majefty, for this meafure of confummate wif-
dom and juftice, which Mr. Grattan, now, fa}s.
the Addrefs produced.

‘Second, The @rvice of clofing this final ad-
juftment is here transferred to the Britith
Parliament; though Mr. Grattan has declared
above, that the Addre(s r¢jefted their fecond Rejo-
lutionfor a final adjuftment, and that the Addrefs
itfelf, as drawn by him, exprefsly excluded azny

| fué[égmpt 'guqlg}fcation:, or limitations, &c.

* Of May 28.
D It




It is certainly very t_:nneccﬁ'ary- to fay aty
thing farther to thow the abfurdity of convert-
ing an unconditional repeal of the 6th of Geo. I.
into a final adjufiment ; particularly, when.one
of the parties had rejec?ed the offer made by
the other for coming to a final adjuftment ; and
in a manner too, not a little fufpicious, after
the honourable proceeding of the Britifh Par-
liament, in the unconditional iﬁepcal of the
6th of Geo. I. which they-had.vainly hoped
‘would produce correfpondent fentiments on
the part of Ireland. But in this expectation
they were difappointed, and they were obliged
to accept the general profeflions of gratitude,
affection, and attachment, inftead of a final
adjuftment, which thad been. rejected on the
part of Ireland.

Mr. Grattan goes on, p. 6.— The next in-
firument was an Addrefs to His Majefty, to
befeech him to appoint a dziy of public thank{-
" siving for the accomplifhment of thefe great
objects, as well as for his victories. Thus it
appears #, that whatever idea might have been
conceived in the fecond Refolution of the 17th
of May 1782, it was totally and entirely aban-

# How this dres appear from appointing 2 thankfgiving,
¥ do net know. It is vain to dive into the toyftery of great
ftatefmen. They have modes of conception and expreflion,

doned ¢

-7 peculiar to themfelves.

e .
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‘doned; the Minifter of that time probably in-
tended to make the beft bargain he could for
England, and therefore conceived it eligible to
condition and qualify the acknowledgment of
the independency of the Trifh Parliament by
certain provifions refpedting navigation, &c.;
but finding that the Irith Parliament would
accept of nothing but the unqualified and un-
conditional repeal, he dropt the fruitlefs idea.”

From this we learn that Mr. Grattan ima-
gined the fecond Refolution to relate to an
agreement on a commercial regulation’; which
appears the more probable, as I find, that, at
the clofe of the next Seffion, the 1rith Houfe of
Commons revived the fubjeét in an Addrefs to
the Duke of Rutland, then Lord Lieutenant, in
thefe words :

¢« We are aware of the fituation of the em-
pire, and the peculiar circumftances which
have prevented the adjufiment of fome points
which concern our trade and manufaétures ; and
we rely upon the readinefs of your Grace’s
liberal and benevolent affiftance for the fur-
therance of fuch practical meafures as delibe-
rate wifdom and generous poli.cy may adapt to
our real neceflities and general interefts.”

Thc Houfe of Commons, by rcéurring to
- D2 adjuftment

-

Second Re-
folution of
Britith Par-
liamegt.

Refumed
by Irith
Parliament
in 1784,
May 13.




Duke of

Rutland’s
Anfwer.
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adjuftment in 1784, fhows that it was' not a6= .
complithed in 1782. But the Duke of Rut-
land’s Anfwer to this Addrefs at the openingof
the next Seffion renders it ftill plainer; for
he fays, I am to recommend to your earneft
inve/ligation thole objefts of trade and com-
merce which have not yet received their final -
adjuftment.”

We have feen that Mr. Grattan had faid above,
that it was the Britith Parliament that clofed the
final adjufiment, the propafition forwhich, his Ad-
drefs had reje¢ted. He goeson, p.7: “I think,
I bave now fhown from the records quoted,
that the argument of the Mimifter is againit the
exprefs letter, the evident meaning, and honéft
fenfe of this final fettlement ; and 1 repeat, that
finality was not only a part of the fettlement,
but one of its principal objeéts: Finality was
the principal object of his country, as Legiflatrve
Independency was the objelt of ours. Ireland
wifthed to feize the moment of her firength, for
the eftablifhment of her liberties. The Court
of England wifhed to conclude the operations
of that firength, and bound its progrefs.”

Here Mr. Grattan has avowed the truth, and
unequivocally declared, that the objeét of Bri-
tain was final adjufiment, as legiflative independ-,
¢ncy was the object of Ireland, That Ireland

feized
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feized'the moment of her firength to fhatch hef

object, while an illiberal difiraft made her :

rejet the invitation to a final fettlement : the
motive affigned to the Court of England, viz.
a with to conclude the operations of Irifh
ftrength and bound its progrefs, becaufe the had
pafled a Refolution to eftablith the connexion’

between the two kingdoms by mutual confent,

on a folid and permanent bafis; is ‘not enly
founded in fufpicion and injuftice; but it ac-
counts for the rejection of this beneficial mea-
fure, on principles that reflet no honour on
the generofity and good fenfe of thofe, for
whofe condud it is affigned as the motive,

- Mr. Grattan here reje@s the finzlizy on the
part of Ireland, and afcribes it exclufively to
the Britith Minifier and the Britith nation, as
he had formerly ftated that the Britith Parlia-
ment clofed the final [ettlement by the repeal of
the 6th Geo. 1. * But unfortunately for Mr.
Grattan’s memory, even as to the final adjufi-
ment of the fingle point, he is not correct; for
the Britith Parliament thought it advifable,
early in 1783, to introduce a new Bill 4 to
remove the doubts that had arifen on the repeal
of 1782, which hé afferts to have beéen 2 final
adjfiment. . If it was a final adjuftment, the

¥ See Appendix, No. XI. 4§ See Appendix, No, XII,
St A&
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A& of 1783 was a final adjiyfiment of the ﬁql
adjufiment of 1782.

" 1am afhamed to trace fuch contradictions s
but what honeft man but muft feel indignant
at the fhallow attempts now made to conjure
up the repeal of the 6th of Geo. L. into a Sinal
Jettlement, when the very propofition for a final

~ fettlement had been re¢jected, as Mr. Grattan

tells us, by the Irifh Parliament, at the time 3
though repeatedly tecommended from the
Throne to their ferious confideration, as in-
difpenfable to the intereftsand profperity of both
kingdoms; and fiill _more to impute that final
adjufiment to the Britifh Parliament, whofe ad-
vances to eftablifh. it by mutual confent, had
been ftudioufly eluded by the Irith Parliament
at the inftigation of Mr. Grattan himfelf.

From the moement that this memorable Ad-
drefs pafled, on the 28th of May, the final ad-
juftment was dropt in the Parligmentary procced-
ings; and accordingly, in His Majefty’s Anfwer
to this Addrefs *, the objet is omitted, as well
as in the Lord Lleutenant 's 4, where the Duke
of Portland exprefles, ¢ That he fhall think
himfelf fortunate if his adminiftration thould

* See Appendix, No. IX, ¢ See Appendix, No. XI.

2 ~ prove
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“prove the @ra of reciprocal and infeparable affecs
sion between Great Britain and Ireland.” For
fince the profpe& of a public arrangement was
fufpended, it was prudent to make the moft
of the hollew profeflions fubftituted in its
ficad.

Such a line of comdu&t will appear highly
judicious in His Grace, if we advert to the
ftate of the public mind in Ireland at the time ;
- for no fooner had His Grace announced from
the Throne the Refolutions of the Britifh Parlia-
- ment of May 17th, for the repeal of the 6th of
Geo. I. (the other Refolation was pafled over in
- filence), than a tranfport of joy pervaded the
whole kingdom; public rejeicings, illumina-
tions, votes of thanks and addrefles to the
Lord Lieutenant came in from every quarter ;
while copious libations were daily poured out
on every feftive altar to Henry Grattan, the
faviour of his country. Nor was the Parlia-
ment lefs fervent in exprefling their fatisfacs
tion: an Addrefs for a public thankfgiving;
- gooo men from the military eftablifhment were
voted for foreign fervice; 100,000/ for the
national obje&t of bounties to feamen; and a
like fum was propofed, which Government
were glad to compromife by 50,000/, voted, to
buy a houfe and lands for Mr. Grattan.

It
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It will be allowed that this was not the
moment to oppofe the popular tide, and;that
nothing remained but to endeavour to ~direct
the public enthufiafm to the ufeful purpofes of

attachment to the Crown, and affedtion to

Great Britain. But this fervour was too ¥iolent
to laft; it proved a feverith heat, and not the
pulfe of health and frength. ‘Mr. Grattan’s
triumph was of fhort duration; he found the
Treafury Bench was not a'bed'of rofes; elated
By popularity, he was-onable to endure the
farcaftic -attacks of his inveterate rival, -Mr.
Flood, who now fuccefsfully played on him
the artillery of abufe and declamation ‘which

~he had formerly - praétifed with fuch - fuc-

cefs on the fervants of the Crown. Though
Mr. Grattan was: fupported in’ the Parliament,
Mr. Flood had the addrefs to perfuade the
nation that the fimple repeal was infufficient ;
that they had been betrayed, and fold,to
the Caffle by Mr. Grattan; and it was even
infinuated that Great Britain had ated infi-
dioufly'by retaining the claim of right, to be
employed on a future occafion, .and to.be
brought forward -at 2 favourable opportunity
to-impofe frefh chains on Ireland.

The fimple repeal, and its author, fo lately the
idols of public enthufiafm, ‘were loaded with
contumely and inveétive; and refolutions for

a decla-
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a declaratery law on the part of Great Britain,
flowed from every quarter of the kingdom.
In vain did Mr. Grattan aflert, that nothing
more remained to be done ; in vain did he, in
an Addrefs to the Lord Lieutenant of July 23d,
introduce the recapitulation of the feveral bene-
ficial laws pafled that feflion, which, for the
occafion, he ventured to call a greas national
arrangement ; the public were not only deaf to
his arguments, but loaded him with. abufe.
It was during this period that Lord. Shel-
burne, who had now fucceeded the Marquis
of Rockingham as Minifter in England,
and General Fitzpatrick in Ireland, declared,
¢ That it was not the intention of Minifiry
to bring forward any thing more on this
fubjeét: nor indeed could they, after the re-
jeétion of the fecond Refolution of the Britith
Parliament for a final adjuftment; though it
appears by the Duke. of Portland’s  Corre-
{pondence *, read by Mr. Pitt in the Houfe of
‘Commons laft April, that the Duke never loft
fight of the fecond Refolution, nor omitted an
opportunity of fhowing the then popular
leaders the neceflity of the meafure; and that
Lord Shelburne {firongly approved, and ar-
dently defired the accomplithment of the
object,

* See Appendix, No, XIII,
E The
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The jealoufies and difcontents of Ireland,
hufhed for a fthort interval, but not removed,
now raged with increafing violence; the inci-
pient harmony, whofe elecric irradiations had
fpread a momentary gleam over the gloomy
horizon of Ireland, was onece more overcaft,
and threatened an approaching flerm, when
the good fenfe of Great Britain again conde-
fcended to avert its explofion by a temperate
acquiefcence. The declaratory law, moved by
Lord Grenville, then Mr. W. Grenville, was
paffed ; and #khen, and not till zhen, did the
Britith Parliament clofe the adjuftment of the
firft of their own Refolutions of May 17th,
1782, for the repeal of the 6th of Geo. I. leav-
ing the fecond, the eftablithing the connexion
between the two kingdoms on a folid and per-
manent bafis, to be fettled hereafter.

On this Refolution has the meafure of an In-
corporated Union been propofed, which, in
as far as it has for its obje& the eftablithing
the connexion between the two kingdoms on a
folid and permanent bafis, muft be allowed to
embrace and fully comprehend the fenf¢ and
meaning of the Refolution. Whether this be
the mode that the Minifter of the day had in
view at the time it was moved, it is perfectly
immaterial to inquire; if that mode had been
made pubﬁc, which I believe it never was, ‘it

' 1 could
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could in no wife have carried with it any obli-
gation on the prefent Minifter to adopt it; the
Minifter who ftands charged with the refponfi-
bility, has an undoubted right to choofe the
mode in which he incurs that refponfibility;
. and when he has fubmitted his mode to difcuf=
fion, it is open to every objeition, alteration,
&c. But I think differently of the principle,
as it 1s neceflary to thow a departure from that
principle to juftify an oppofition to the mea-
fure now propofed, on the part of thofe who
moved that Refolution, which was voted #e-
mine contradicente, and which now ftands the
recorded fenfe of Parliament.

I have dwelt on this part longer than I
originally intended, but I hope it will not be
without its ufe ; Minifters will fee from it on
what a {lippery bafis public opinion refts; how
evanefcent in its duration, how giddy in its
decifions. The people, if they were neither
mifled by mifreprefentation, nor agitated by
national paffions, early prejudices, and local
habits, are incapable of forming any rational
judgment on great conflitutional queftions
and political arrangements. 'Was there ever
yet an infiance of any great improvement in
agriculture, of any ufeful difcovery in manu-
fadtures or the arts, that, if it deviated from
the eftablithed routine, did not meet with the
° E 2 moft
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moft obftinate and inveterate oppofition from
the very perfons for whofe benefit it was in-
tended ? What riots and diforders has not ‘the
introduction of machinery occafioned among
our manufacturers? What national : benefits
and improvements had not been loft, it popular
clamour on thefe occafions had prevailed over
more enlightened ideas? Man is the creature
of habit, and the flave to prejudiee; and where
thefe are thwarted, time alone.can reconcile,
and experience convince. What reafon has
the Minifter to expeét that: county meetings,
town halls, or corporation dizners, are compe-
tent to decide on thexefults and bearings of a
queftion -of fuch magnitude as the Union?
But, 1if all the exertions that have been ufed to
influence their predominant paflions of national
pride, to aroufe their deep-rooted prejudices of
jealoufy of Great Britain, and the Englith Mi-
nifiry, have created a far lefs agitation and
ferment than a variety of unimportant objeéts
have frequently produced; he may fairly con-
clude, that the fenfe of the Irith nation is not
adverfe to the meafure; though nothing but
its'actual effes can prove to them the mani-
fold benefits and bleflings with which it will be
attended. ;

Before I quit this firfl part of my fubjeét, I

fhall briefly recapitulate the material circums-
| ftances

il o e i
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ftances of the tranfations relative to the repeal -
of the 6th of Geo. I. in 1782.

Firft, The King recommended to the ferious
confideration of the Parliaments of both king-
doms, to inquire into the caufes of the jea-
loufies and difcontents that then prevailed in
Ireland, in order to fuch a final adjuftment,
as may give mutual fatisfaction to both king-
doms.

Second, The Parliament of Great Britain, in -
anfwer, refolved to take the fame into their
moft ferious confideration for the purpofe re-
commended from the Throne.

Third, The Irith Parliament declared, in
anfwer, the great and principal caufe of jea-
loufy and difcontent to be, the claim of legif-

lating for Ireland, fupported by the 6th of

Geo. I. ch. 5. of which they demanded the
repeal, but entirely pafled by the purport of
the King's Meflage, a final adjuftment, which
might give fatisfaction to both kingdoms,

Fourth, The Britith Parliament, having taken
the Irith Addrefles into confideration, came to
two refolutions, May 17: 1. To repeal the
6th of Geo. I.; and, 2. To addrefs His Ma-
jefty to take fuch meafures, as he thould deem
T o expedient
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expedient for eftablifhing the connexion be<
tween the two kingdoms on a folid and per-
manent bafis.

Fifth, When thefe Refolutions were com-.
municated with a Meflage from His Majefty
to the Irith Parliament, they moved an Addrefs,
May 28, exprefling their fatisfaction, bat de-
clining the invitation to eftablith the connexion
between the two kingdoms, on a {olid and per-
manent bafis,

Sixth, The Parliament of Great Britain re--

- pealed the Act 6th of Geo. I. ch. 5.5 and the
{fecond Refolution for a final fettlement re-
mained unaccomplithed.

Seventh, This repeal reftored to the Parlia-
ment of Ireland the powers it pofiefied before
the 6th of Geo. I. It conferred the Jfole power
of legiflating for Ireland, unconditionally and
without refiriction, and the Declaratory Law
of the next year renounced the dlaim of right,
aflerted 1 the 6th of Geo. I. on the part of the
Britith Parliament, to legiflate for Ireland.

| Eighth, The repeal of the 6th of Geo. I.

can in no fenfe be properly called a final fetthe~

ment, a final arrangement, or a final adjufiment ;
for, even to the y/ingle and fpecific obje, it was
not
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not final; much lefs can the repeal of a Britith
ftatute by the Britith Parliament, the object of
which was to give up the right claimed by that
A&t to legiflate for Ireland, impofe on the
Parliament of that kingdom any dj/zbility, or in-
capacity, in the exercife of their legiflative au-
thority. If the Parliament of Ireland be, now,
under any fuch: incapacity, it cannot poffibly
be {o in confequence of this tranfa&tion, for
that would be afferting it to be fiill dependent,
after being declared to be independent of the
Britifh Parliament; and converting incapacity
and independence into {ynonimous terms, {o that
no argument for the incapacity of the Irith
Parliament to- treat for an Union, can be
inferred from the tranfaclions of 178z.

. Eighth, Whatever engagement the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain is competent to contract
for Great Britain, the Parliament of Ireland is
equally competent to contract for the kingdom
of Ireland, As to legiflative powers for their
re{petive kingdoms, they fiand on precifely
the fame footing: I defy any man to point out
any real difference ;  the queftion of Parlia-
mentary competence ftands, of courfe, on the
fame footing, in both kingdoms; and being
now univerfally admitted in Great Britain, it
muft be fo in Ireland, '

% Ii_lfhall now proceed to
Ny PART
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PART IL

The prefent Connexion between Great Britain
and Ireland, &ec. &e. S

I HAVE hitherto confined our attention to
the ftatement of the proceedings of the Parlia-
ments of the two kingdoms, in refpet to the
repeal of the 6th of Geo. I.. It will be now
very material to give a flight view of the temper
of Ireland at the time, with a few circumf{tances
that preceded ; in order to enable us to form
a more correct judgment of the confequences
that have followed that tranfaction, which will
ever fiand a memorable @ra in the hiftory of

Ireland.

From the acceffion of His prefent Majefty,
Ireland had begun to rife into increafing con-
fequence ; a fpirit of improvement was eagerly
exerted, and had made a confiderable progrefs
in agriculture, which had before been almoft,
if not entirely, neglected; great attention had
been paid to open roads and confiruct canals ;
and'induftry and manufactures began to thow
themfelves; when the American war unfor-
tunately gave a check to all the infant infti-

tutions, and occafioned great difirefs m a
country,
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country, where the little capital they had been
pofiefled of, had not yet produced'returns to
enable them to fupport the thock.

Together with this fpirit of improvement, a
fpirit of political inquiry and improvement of
the conflitution had gone abroad; the rclative
fituation of the two kingdoms had been dif-
cuffed ; the impolicy and injuftice of the ‘com-
mercial and conftitutional reftraints, impofed
by Great Britain on Ireland, had been repro-
bated and condemned ; a very general diffatif
faction had pervaded the kingdom, when the
American war broke out, rapuitque in fomite
Slammam. There had been, at all times, a con-
fiderable degree of intercourfe between the
Cromwellian Diffenters in the North, and the In-
dependents of New England ; a common caufe
now drew the connexion clofer, and the fuccefs
of America was eagerly anticipated, as the fa-
vourable moment to give effect to the claims of
Ircland. The opportunity was accordingly
feized with vigour; the People complained,
the Volunteers refolved, the Parliament re-
monfirated ; and Great Britain, taught wifdom
by the experience of America, complied with
their demands. If the condu& of Great Bri-
tain towards Ireland had hitherto been im-
politiciand indefenfible ; it muft be allowed
that, on this oceafion, it was generous and li-

R E \ beral;
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beral ; though Ireland aferibed this change of
fyftem to the: weaknefs of Great Britain, and.
her own firength, at the moment; and the ex-
tenfion of ber trade in 1778 and 1779, as well

“as the grant of free trade 'in 1780, were re-

ceived rather as adls of reftitution, than of fa-

‘vour: infomuch that, in 1782, the jealoufies

and difcontents ran higher than' éver; and

‘though they were fufpended for a fhort  inter-’

val by the repeal of the obmoxious A&, they

foon burft out with frefh ‘wigour, and raged

with increafed force; fo that when the Decla-
ratory’ AQ, which had been regarded as the
caufe of the ferment, .was actually pafled by the-
Britifh Parliament, they were furprifed. to find, .
that it excited nofente of obligation, produced
noexpreflion of fatisfaction.  The public mind

. had been fooled toithe bent; the elaftic power,

Diffidence,

&c.

Exempli-
fied in
1785,

in 17§9,A

in 1708,

that fhould have reftored cordiality and affec-
tion to Great Britain, was gone; and diffidence
and diftrufi, the parents of every difcordant’
paffion, had ufarped their place.

In 1785 thefe hofiile difpofitions took the’
alarm at the appearance of engagement with
Great Britain, or a focial compaét for identity,
in public tranfactions with foreign ftates ; and’
for the regulation of commerce. In 14789 they
ftimulated -to a line of condu&, different to
that of the Britifh Parhament. - They have fince’

: fown

s B
L1
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fown the feeds of infurreétion and rebellion ;
and they, at this moment, are labouring, with
undiminifhed acrimony, to prevent an' Union
of the two kingdoms; which their baneful ope-
rations, and fatal effects, have rendered mdu-
penfably neceffary ; as the only meafure capa-
ble to eradicate and extinguifh them for ever.

This is the great inducement for an Incorpo-
rate Union; the neceflity for which uneafure
will appear confirmed by every wview of the
prefent connexion between the two kingdoms

as well as from the internal ftate of Ireland
itfelf,

But before I proceed, I muff not omit the
opportunity of paying my tribute of approba-
tion to the Volunteer Afflociations of Ireland,
who had been at fir{t fet on foot and eneou-
raged by the very men who foftered repub-
lican principles in the American war; and who
have been the apofiles of Jacobinifm, fince the
French Revalution. On the former occafion,
their projecis-of infurrection were difappointed
by the firmnefs of the very men, whom they
hoped to have made the engines of their def-
pcrate«»;v'jm‘v_ﬁ. The Volunteers of Ireland pre-
iérved,;gternal peace; by their example and
condudt, they introduced order and fubordina-
tion ;, they refpecied and executed the laws, in
s F2 a manner

in 18¢g0.

Induce-
ment to
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a manner that has never been feen in Ireland,

either before or fince: confcious of their own
ftrength, they did not abufe it. If they inti-

midated the Britith Minifter, they were formi-

dable only to the enemies of their King and
their country ; vigorous, and fometimes violent

in their refolutions, but always temperate in
their conduét.

Neither would I impute any criminal in-
tention to thofe very men, who obfiruéted a
final fettlement between the two kingdoms in
1782 ; for, at the moment that they zalked to
their countrymen of the infeparable interefts of
the two kingdoms, and profeffed attachment
and affe@tion; it was plain that they were the
ilaves of the meaneft difiruft and jealoufy, which
prevented them from fubmitting their claims to
a final adjuftment; even with their own friends,
Thofe whom they trufted as men, they difirufied
as Englifhmen. '

Another reafon that might have, in part,
contributed to fo extraordinary a conduét, may
have been, that they were no fooner raifed to
the Miniftry, and enjoyed the confidence of
Government, than they found that they had
loft the confidence of the people. And, when
they afterwards attempted to direét the people,
and told them to be fatisfied, and to fiop de-

: mand

-
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mand ; they were treated as traitors and be-
trayers of their country, they were overborn
by the popular torrent, and then found how
dangerous it is to excite the people, and how
impoflible for any man, or fet of men, to flop
their courfe, when they have been excited, and
put in motion, or to pretend to fay, So far thall
ye go, and no farther. Let the men, who now
excite to refiftance, take an ufeful leffon from
the events of 1782, ftill more, from the more
recent fate of the leaders of the French Revo-
lution; twenty-one of whom were, in one
morning, fent to the guillotine, for attempting
to check the fanguinary ferocity of their former
aflociate Robefpierre.

Perhaps, too, the period had not, then, ar-
rived for a permanent arrangement between
the two kingdoms; that the overweening con-
ceit and national pride engendered by what
was ftyled a victory achieved over Great Bri-
tain, was not a period favourable for treaty.
Perhaps it was decreed, by the all-wife Difpofer
of human events, that popular extravagance
fhould run ‘its natural courfe to anarchy and
confufion; that the infigficiency of the boafted
meafure’ of Parkiamentary Independence fhould
be recorded, to all ages, in indelible charaFers of
blood; in order to pave the way for the meafure
of Union; by which the wounds of a bleeding

- country
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country may be healed, and peace and order,

profperity and fecurity, be eftablifhed to fuc-

ceeding generations,

Great inconveniencies have, at all times,
arifen from the inaccuracy of langnage, and the
abufe of terms; and 1 know no inflance, where
greater mifchiefs have flowed from this fource,
than in the practical confiruélions given to the
term Irifh Independence; which, in its only juft
fenfe, was confined to the independent power of

Parliament to legiflate for that kingdom ; but :

has, fince, been firained, by the cabals of fac-
tious and defigning men, to every purpefe of
infubordination, fedition, and infurrection. It
has been made a coverfor every crime; and a
juftification of every wild pretenfion, advanced
in defiance of law, to the fubverfion of the
conftitution, and the deftruction of govern«
ment.

But, with all thefe fatal confequences before
my eyes, I do not recommend the deftrucétion

‘ot the power, as a correftive of the abufe: I

do not wifh Irith independence to be abolifhed,
but to be merged in an Union, from which it
would derive additional firength and vigour;
and be fo blended and incorporated, as to pre-
ferve all its healthful and falutary qualities;
divefied of the poifonous and deleterious thoots,

that
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that have fprung from its roots, or g'ro'wﬂ uﬁ
under its_thade.

.

This naturally leads me back to the prefent N
object of inquiry, the political fituation Of land.
Ireland—firft, as dependent on the Crown of
England ; and, fecond, as conneéted with Great

Britain.

The kingdoms of Great Britain and Treland ks i

e P pendaer n

ftand, as two diftinét branches of one CIIDITE" the Crown
= " , of Great

or ftate ; with feparate and independent Pat- uicsin

liaments, and the fame common King, or Exe-
cutive Power.

Without wandering back to the darker ages
of Irith hiftory, under its hundreds of kings
and princes, or inquiring whether Henry the
Second’s title arofe from conqueft or compact ;
it is fufficient to fay, that the legal right of the
Englith Crown to the dominion of Ireland,
now refis on the A& of Annexation in the o & A
reign of Henry VIII. In theory, no right can tion.
be more fimple ot more complete. In prattiee,
whenever doubts and difagreements have come
to iffue, the queftion has ever been, as it ever
muft be, decided by an appeal to arms,

Since the year 1782, we behold two king-
doms, with one King or Executive Power; in’

G‘-:rl,.

s whofe
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whofe hands the Conftitution has placed the
right of making war and peace; of entering
into treaties, aud forming alliances with
foreign fiates. The unity of government is
indifpenfably neceffary to the exiftence of every
fiate, If there exifts in the fame ftate, a
power to accept, and another power to rejeét ;
there may be a temporary acquicfcence on the
fame fubjes ; but there can be no fecurity for
the continuance of this uxity of aétion, on which
the exifience of the ftate/itfelf depends. . There
would be an inherent vice in fuch a conftitu-
tion which no correétive could reach.

This vice acually exifts in the prefent con-
nexion of Great Bsitain and Ireland, where two
Parliaments, pofiefied of independent powers,
are to judge and, decide on the meafures of the
fame Executive Government and the common
interefts of the State. If we were to admit,
what is by no means the cafe, where a diftinct
and feparate exifience muft create a. difference
of local interefts, that the great and true inte-
refts of thefe two kingdoms fhould be always
the fame ; who can pretend to fay, that their
Sfeparate Parliaments thall be, on all occafions,
actuated by their great and real interefts ? Po-
pular aflemblies are fubject to a variety of
paflions capable to occafion a deviation, from a

thoufand caufes; and. any onc of thefe may.
2 operate

-
-
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operate a difagreement, which might ulfimately
deftroy their connexion. I we would preferve
the State, this vice maft be removed ; and there
is but one peoflible mode, in which it can be
¥emoved ; which is by reducing the rwo deli-
berative powers into oze’; and thus conftituting
an Uity in the Legiflative Power, as in' the

Removed,
by Unions

If it be alleged that this inconvenience has

not yet happened, and that it is not likely to'

happen ; I anfwer, that the acknowledged weak=
nefs and inferiority of Ireland, dependent on
Great Britain on all occafions, for protetion ;
and by habit, accuftomed te' fubmit fo fubordi-
nation ; ‘has hitherto preferved the connexion
and’ in moft cafes, fecured an unity in the
oxercife. of their different powers. But thefe
caufes have either entirely ceafed, or are daily
lefing their force, and ehanging the courfe of
their operation fince the year 1782, and the in-
dependence of the Ifith Parliament.

- The prerogative of the Crown is confiiti-
tionally fubmitted to the control of Parliament:
but cannot be under the control of 7o differ-
ent Parliaments; without contradiftion and

~ difunion; except thefe two Parliaments could

always be of the fame mind: and whe fhall
pretend to give affurance of their being fo? It

Yo (e 15

Prerogative
of the
Crown,
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is at leaft equally probable, that fwo free
agents may differ in opinion; and between
kingdoms, what muft be the confequence ¥ A
treaty of peace may be approved in Great

- Britain, and rejected in Ireland : is Great Britain

to conclude a peace, and Ireland to continue at
war? or, 1s the abfurdity fo manifeft, as to
compel the advocates for Irith Independence to
confefs, that, in fuch a cafe, the Irith Parlia-
ment muft, of courfe, abandon the exercife of
their powers, and adopt the proceeding of
Great Britain ?

I will illuftrate this fiill farther by another
fuppofition, and put the cafe, that the Britifh
Parliament had difapproved the articles of a
treaty, fubmitted to their confideration, and
that it fhould be rejeted in confequence.
Would the independent Parliament of Ireland
expedt, that the rejected treaty fhould be fub-
mitted to their confideration ? or would they,
in fuch a cafe, fubmit to have their decifion
concluded by the vote of the Britith Parlia-
ment ? If the Minifiry in 1783 had been def-
perate enough to appeal from the Britith Par-

-liament to the Irith Parliament, inftead of giv-

ing way, the cafe might actually have occurred,

and might have produced very ferious confe-:

quences.

But
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But the cafe of war will appear infinitely and war.
fironger, and I will give it in the words of Mr.
Fofter, who has reduced the effet as low as
it could poflibly be ftated; but flill it will be
found to involve confequences of the moft ca-
lamitous kind. ¢ Suppofe,” fays that Gen-
tleman, ¢ the Britith Parliament to approve a
war, and that Ireland fhould difapprove;
the only difficulty which this difference of fen-
timent could create, would be, that the one
who difapproved, might withheld its {fupplies,
until good fenfe fhould induce it to acquiefce.™

So far we muft allow that Mr. Fofter confi-
ders the fubjeft, rather asa financier, than as
a fiatefman. The ftopping the fupplies would
undoubtedly be the firft confequence of fuch
difapprobation ; but the infallible confequence
of withholding the fupplies, on fuch a ground,
muft be a feparation of the two kingdoms, or
an armed conteft ; which muft end with the
lofs of liberty to one of the two, and could not

fail of producing the greateft calamities to

both.

If, in this.prefent war with France, the Par-
liament had refufed the fupplies, would not
fuch a refufal have been viewed, by Great Bri-
tain, as an act of hofiility ? Situated as Ireland
is, 1sit poffible for her to preferve a neutralitys

| G2 while
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while England is engaged in war? She muft
have made her option between Great Britain
and France. But the confequences of acon-
nexion with France have been fo ably deli-
neated by Lord Minto, from page 60 to page 68
of his Speech, that I had much rather refer to it,
than injure the caufe by a fecble attempt at imi-
tation.

It would be injuftice to the Parliament of
Ireland, not to acknowledge that her conduét,
during the prefent conteft, has been irreproach-
able ; and much freer from violence and inflam-
matory declamations than for many years be-
fore. But may not this have been in a great
meafure owing, partly to every juft caufe of
complaint being removed, and partly to fome of
the moft violent Members in former Parlia-
ments having, in confequence, withdrawn
themifelves from this? On a future occafion,
might not this cafe be reverfed, and a combina-
tion of faétious and ambitious innovators in-
fluence the Parliament to an oppofite condud ?

The circumftance of the King of Ireland re-
fiding in England, and aéting in that capacity
under the advice of a Britifh Cabinet, ever has
been, and continues to be, more and more every
day, a fource of jealoufy to Ireland ; as the Great
Seal of Britain, being neceflary to legalize the

Adts
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Acts of the Irifh Parliament, is felt as a mark of

inferiority, galling to the pride and pretenfions
of her now independent condition.

If thefe circumftances are impatiently fub-
mitted to, at the prefent moment ; will they net
operate with increafing force as Ireland advances
in wealth, firength, and confequence? Is it not
in the nature of the human mind to afpire ta
Equality ?

Nil a&um putans, dum quid fupereffet agendum.

Indeed the hiftory of Ireland, for the laft
thirty-five years, would exhibit but one conti-
nued polit.ical confli¢t with Great Britain: in
which conceflion has inceflantly bred new de-
mand; and, when Great Britain had nothing
farther to grant to allay the craving of this in-
fatiate appetite, the herfelf became the griev-
ance, and Ireland flew to arms to rid herfelf of
Britith connexion. The individuals who, du-
ring this period, have occafionally excited this
fpuit in the people, have in their turns ex.
prefled perfect fatisfaction with the liberal con-
du& of Great Britain ; but they have never
been able to ftop the current of jealoufy and dif-
{atisfaction which they had contributed to raife,
and which, ‘impereeptibly but invariably, has
been carrying the kingdom of Ireland from
Britifh connexion ; and if not counteraced by
an Incorporate Union, muft, certainly, and

moift

Circum-
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moft probably at no very diftant period, termi-
nate in total {feparation.

Thefe are fome of the circumftances, that
tend to feparation; arifing from the depend-
ence of Ireland on the Crown of England. 1
thall now proceed to view her as conneled in
commercial tranfactions with Great Britain ;
where the neceflity of Union will appear fiill
more apparent for the regulation of trade;
which is now become a moft important objett
to the kingdom at large ; though the right, by
which it is held, has never been clearly afcer-
tained ; and explanation, on this mofl import-
ant point, has been ftudioufly evaded ; as if to
referve it as a fruitful fource of jealoufy
and diffatisfaction for hereafter, Accordingly
we find various interpretations have been given,
and a variety of pretenfions fet up; which ever
muft be the cafe in unafcertained claims. Mr.
Fofter, by the weight and authority of his
name, has greatly contributed to generate, in
the minds of his countrymen, erroneous ideas
on this important and interefting {ubject ; by
every where talking of the 7ights of Ireland to
a free trade, without any where informing
them of the true nature of thofe rights, or from

whence derived,

The foreign trade of Ircland may be divided
' inta
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into two branches : the firft, that carried on with
- foreign ftates, which is held and enjoyed as a.
member of the Britith empire, under treaties
contrated by the Crown, with thefe ftates:
and the fecond with the Britith colonies,
plantations, and fettlements; held by grant
from Great Britain, under a variety of laws
- pafled in the Parliament of that kingdom.

It is evident, then, that the 7igk# of Treland
to this fecond branch, refts on the nature of the
grant; that the charter is in the records of the
Britith Parliament: and, that Ireland, or the
Irith Parliament, can have no power to explain,
amend, or extend. 1

Before 1780, feveral indulgences had been
granted to the trade of Ireland, but in that year
the famous A& of the 20th of Geo. IIL. ch. 1o.
known by the title of the Grant of Free Trade,
was pafled ; which, after reciting the grant to
Ireland, of a full participation in the trade of
Great Britain, with Britith America, and the
Britith fettlements in America, or Africa, has
the following claufe, ftating the conditions and
terms on which the grant was made, and to be
enjoyed : '

¢ Provided always, and it is hereby further
enacted by the authority aforefaid, that the im-
o portation

with coloe
nies.

Grant of
free trade,
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portation and exportation allowed by this Ad,
thall commence from, and as foon, and thall
have continuance fo long, and in fuch refpec-
tive cales only, as the goods, or any of them,
which are hereby allowed to be imperted from
the faid colonies, plantations, or fettlements,
into Ireland, or te be exported from Ireland
into the faid colonies, plantations, or fettle-

‘ments, fhall be liable, by fome At or A&s of

Parliament to be made in the kingdom of Ire-
land, to equal duties and'drawbacks, and fhall
be made fubjec to the fame fecurities, regulations,

“and reffrictions, in all otherre(pets, as the like

goods now are, or HEREAFTER may be, liable
and fubject to upon being imported from the
faid colonies, plantations, or fettlements, into
Great Britain, or exported from thence to fuch
colonies, plantations, or fettlements, refpec-
tively; in the confideration of which equal
duties and drawbacks, &c. &c.”

By this Aé’c, the Britith Parliament referved

to itfelf the power of regulation in all time to

come; but left to Ireland the choice to follow
her regulations; or to give up a fhare in the
trade. But the conduét of the Irith Parliament,

even on this memorable occafion, is not a little-

remarkable: they pafled a law, in compliance
with the above, enading the impofitions, re-
gulations, and refirictions, required by the

4 ~ Britith
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Britith A& ; but without reciting, or recognif-
ing, the power referved by the Britith Parlia-
ment to regulate in future : the preamble being,
“ Whereas it is deemed reafonable, and for
the advancement of trade and encouragement
of manufacétures, that all goods, &c.” Irith Sta-
tute, 2oth of Geo. IlI. ch. 4.

I do not fay that this was purpofely omitted,
with a view to create doubt or ambiguity as to
the power of legiflation; though, as it now
ftands, it undoubtedly has that effect; but it
was, even at the moment of receiving a favour,
a fignal proof of the jealoufy of the Irith Par-
liament, which refufed to acknowledge the fu-
periority of the Britith Parliament even over
their own immediate concerns.

Under this A&, the kingdom of Ireland has
an abfolute and wunlbmited right to a free trade;
but not unconditionally, for it can only be en-
joyed, by being made liable, by her own Par-
liament, to equal duties and drawbacks, and fub-
Jjett to the fame fecurities, regulations, and refirica
tions, in all other refpects, as the Parliament of
Great Britain fhall, from time to time, think fit
to enact. It is unneceflary to add, that Ireland
enjoys. this right merely in confequence of this
grant, as a member of the Britith empire; and

H would

Right of
Ireland tos
free trade.
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would forfeit the rlght by hofiility or ﬁ:ﬁa-t

ration.

Here then ‘we fee, that the Britith Parlia-
ment pofefles the exclufive right of rcaufatmg

"an extenfive branch of the trade of Ireland

But this is not all. By the power of impofing
additional-duties, fhe has an mdire# power of
taxing Ireland alfo : the taxes, indeed, fo raifed,
muft be by her own Parliament; and would be
at their difpofal : but if not impofed, in confe-
quence of the A& of the Britith Parliament,
the kingdom of Ireland would forfeit the branch
or branches of trade, on which they had been
laid by the Britifh Pazliament; not for ever, but
until the Irifh Parliament 1mpofcd the fame
duties, and fimilar reo*ulatlons, reftriélions;

&e.

W hoever refleéls on the nature of two inde-

~pendent Parliaments, and confiders the flate i

which this great quefiion, involving the moft
effential interefts of the two kingdoms, has

..l)ecn eft ;. with a right of taxation and regula-

tlog in the one Parliament ; acquiefced in, but
npt ‘acknowledged by the other; and further
takes into the account the jealoufy thown by
the Irith Parliament, even at tne time of re-
cewmg the grant; will readily perceive a

fertile and alarming fource of jealoufy and dif-
fatisfaction,
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{fatisfa@tion, which never can be removed, but
by an United Parliament,

But to delay applying a preventive to the
mifchiefs that may be expected to arife from the
prefent ftate of this queftion, would be a very
culpable imprudence ; or to depend that a very
probable event will never happen, becaufe it
has not hitherto taken place, is too weak to call
for any anfwer., The experience of ages
would, in fuch a cale, be no argument; for it
might happen on the next occafion that oc-
curred. In the prefent queftion, however, even
this femblance of reafoning is wanting; for the
Irith Parliament has, on various occafions, dif-
fered on matters of common import, with the
Parliament of Great Britamn; and if no bad
confequences have followed, it muft be im-
puted, more to the temper of the one, than the
prudence and difcretion of the other,

It did happen on the quefiion of the regency,
in 1789; when the Irith Parliament exercifed
its powers in a manner that laid the foundation
for very ferious difcuffions with the Parliament
of Great Britain. If the temporary indifpofi-
tion of .thé“Kinb produced, in the firft infiance,
fo material a deviaiion from the proceedings in
the Britifh Parliament; and fo effential a dif-
g;fenep in the powers, with which the regency

H2 was
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was to have been invefted in the two kingdoms ;
who will pretend to fay, to what greater lengths
the differencc might have been carried, if the
recovery of our gracious Sovereign bhad not
prevented the quefiion from coming to a de-
cifion ? |

A fecond inftance is to be found in the pro-
ceedings of 1782, on which occafion we have
feen, that the Parliament of Ireland evaded, or,
as Mr. Grattan fays, rejected a propofition for
a final fettlement, though recommended by
two different meflages from the Throne ; and a
third will be found in the Addrefs of the Com-
mons to His Majefty, in anfwer to the fpeech
from the Throne, at the opening of the laft
Seflion; in which they not only omitted taking
any notice of the moft important point of His
Majefty’s fpeech, an Union of the two king-
doms, but ftruck out of their Addrefs the para-
graph that related to it.

I will not flop to inquire, if fuch a conduct
was digpified or parliamentary in itfelf; or du-
tiful and refpeétful to the Crown: but it de-
ferves to be moft particularly brought forwards
to view, as a proof, thé mofi pofitive and fa-
tisfatory, of a great and important fact; to
which I now wifh to call the attention of my
reader; that the powers of the Crown, which is

noTY
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now the only bond of connexion between the two
kingdoms, are too weak to enfure refpe to it-
felf, or to preferve a co-operation between the
two Parliaments in great emergencies, or im-
portant quefiions ; where the general interefis
of the empire are equally concerned, and where
co-operation is eflential to their very exifience,

Our Confiitution has wifely encircled the
Crown with prerogative, and firengthened it
with patronage and influence, in order to ren-
der it efficient as a branch of the legiflative
power, not only to fupport it in regular con-
tefts with the two Houfes of Parliament, but
againft the more irregular and violent aflaults
of civil commotion and infurrection.

In order that the powers of the Crown may
be adequate to thefe conftitutional obje(ts, they
mufit, at all times, be in proportion to the
power of the other branches of the Legiflature,
and to the firength of the people whom it is
appointed to govern. It is evident that when
the Parliament of Ireland acquired new powers,
and an independence which has a natural tend-
ency to feparation, the power of the only re-
maining bond of connexion ought, in prudence,
to have been made proportionally fironger ;
but this has been fo far from being the cafe, that
we fhall find it has been made proportionally

9 weaker ;
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reduced in weaker ; for after every thing had been gai@d
N

Ireland.

Place Bille

I_’cnﬁon do.

for commerce and confiitution, and that, Par-
liament bad repeatedly declared, that no'con-
ftitutional queftion would exift to diﬁur.lq \t'l‘le
harmony ; the Irith Parliament direéted its at-
tacks againft the Crown itfelf, as the laft bul-
wark that remained to be defiroyed, the laft
grievance that excited their jealoufy and diffa-
tisfaction.. Was the intention to_weaken the
connexion by weakening the only power on
which it depended? or.was it the effect of a
refilefs {pirit of oppofition, hunting for mea-
fures to diftrefs Government, and to revive the
dying {parks of their expiring popularity ? But
above all, to what fecret {prings and underhand
workings fhall we aferibe the fuccefs obtained
over the Crown by a handful of men, who
had ceafed to be formidable from having loft
their confequence with the people ? If the for-
trefs could not have been taken by affault, it
could only have been by a voluntary furrender,
or by an underftanding with the garrifon :—if
the articles of capitulation fecured very great and
valuable advantages to the garrifon at the ex-
penfe of the governor, there would at leaft be
a ftrong prefumption of a.fecret underftanding,
Be this as it may, in the year 1793 a Place Bill
was pafled, and a Penfion Bill, in which His
Majefty was made to furrender, during his life,

the hereditary revenue fcttled on the Crown at
; the

v
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the Refioration, accepting in licu thereof a
Civil Lift eftablithment of 145,000l, and a
Penfion Lift of 80,000/, ; but the At of 1793,
‘introduced under the title of a Refponfibility
Bill, and which afterwards paflfed under the
title of a Bill for the better Regulation of 'the
Receipts and IfTues of His Majefiy’s Trea-
fury, &c. had for its dire@ object the trani-
ferring the patronage of the Crown/from the
King’s Reprefentative to the fervants of the
Crown.

Without entering into a detail of particulars
relative to thefe A&s, it will be univerfally al-
lowed, that they have a dire@ tendency to re-
duce the influence of the Crown; the objelt
indeed for which they were profefiedly intro-
duced—and that is the only point I have in
view; at prefent, to afcertain.

The next inconvenience that the Crown lies
under, arifes from the perfon of the fovereign
being unknown: from his refidence in ano-
ther kingdom, all the fupport and influence
that might otherwife be derived from his per-
fonal virtues or amiable qualities are entirely
loft; and even the patronage, which is only
left as'a naked and undifguifed engine of go-
v;rnmcd!, and therefore always in a degree un-
popular, is liable to many additional difad-

vantages
]
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from dele- vantages from the circumfiance of a delegated
S authority, which being only temporary, cannot

poffibly have the intereft of a proprietor in the

exercife ; and may naturally be fuppofed to con-

fult the eafe and quiet of its own individual ad-
| minifiration, more than the permanent interefts
fi of the Crown ; or the accommodation of a fue-
ceflor, who is frequently an “object of hatred,
of jealoufy always.

ii The confequence of this is, that the moft
valuable branches of the prerogative of the
Crown, and the firft honours it has to beftow,
are brought into contempt with the people, by
an improper choice of the perfons on whom
they are injudicioufly conferred ; and thus a
popular clamour and odium are excited againft
the Crown itfelf, '

Thefe inconveniences exift in the very na-

ture of a delegated power, and they bave a

dire& tendency to weaken the influence of the

Crown in its operation, as the only bond of :
connexion between the two kingdoms, even

when that power refts entire in the hands of the

King’s Reprefentative, and is exercifed by him ;

but if byany accident, or in confequence of ar-
rangement, as under the Refponfibility A&; or

om com. Of combination among the fervants of the Crown,

bination, 25 has frequently happened in the hiffory of
I Ireland,
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Ireland .the - power .{hould be transferred from
the hanc}s; of . the Lord  Lieutenant to the fer-

vants of the Crown ; it would follow of courfe!
that the power of the Crown would not only
be: paflive and unable to preferve itfelf, and_{

maintain the - connexion between the two_
ceuntries ; but that it might be converted mto

an engine to deﬁroy the one and to abolith the
_ other ; for, in cafe,of fuch an event, the greater
the, power, the more certainly would i it produce
its own ruin. . . -

The u'rltable prlde of two dxftm& medoms,
- the toutqhy jealoufy of; two independent Par-
liaments, and the increafing profperity of the
kmgdom of Ireland all_tend, by the phyfical
laws of gravitation, to carty her from her con-
nexion with Great Britain, and a&t as an in-
creafing, eentrifugal, force. To counteract this
force, the influence of the Crown, or attradive
power, ought to ;cﬁde in Great Britain, to
which fhe is to be attraéted ; but if by any cir-
cumﬁance the ceutripetal power thould be added
to thgcmtr:ﬁgg} leparation muift be the im-
mediate conﬁ:qugﬁEe.

Qs

&Y

Ina country, too, ﬁtuated as Ireland, with a
free Cogg;tlltutlon and an independent Parlta-
ment refiding in that country, and the Execu-
tive Power in another, the immediate confe-

5 o | quence
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?J:\;i%?r quence muft be, a conftant ftruggle for power
and patron- and patronage between Prerogative and Office,
o between the Crown and the Parliament, be-
tween the fervants of the Crown in the one
kingdom and the fervants of the Crown in the
other: and accordingly we find the political
hiftory of Ireland to confift of little ‘elfe than
accounts of the firuggles for power between
thofe contending parties, But what is not a
T Byl little remarkable is, that the Speaker of the
2:)?::1;:;.thc Houfe of Commons in Ireland has generally
been at the head of fuch combinations, and
confidered as the Minifter of the country; the
Government of which has been more or lefs
tintured by his charadler ; and quiet or tur-
bulent, in proportion as he has been ambitious

or otherwife.

From the acceflion of the Houfe of Hanover,
for it is unneceflary to go higher, to the year
1767, when Lord Townfhend was appointed
refident Lird Lieutenant, Ireland had been
LordsJut- principally governed by Lords Juftices ; the
g Lord Lieutenant going over for only a few
months every fecond year, for the meeting of
Parliament ;. and during the whole of that pe-
riod, except about four yca’rs; from 1754 to
1758, the Speaker was invariably one of the
Lords Juftices of the kingdom. |

During
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"+ During the reign of George I. the Speaker ﬁ‘;ﬁ;’f“c"‘
Conolly enjoyed the confidence of the Crown,
without perverting it to the private objects of
ambition or intereft. He was fucceeded in
1730 by Sir Ralph Gore, who dying two years
after was fucceeded by Henry Boyle, a man of Henry
popular manners, fuperior abilities, and afpir- speer.
ing mind. The great power he acquired in
confequence made hun impatient of econtrol,
and frequently gave umbrage to his employers,
whom 'he always confidered and: frequently
treated as inferiors ; fupported by a great ma-
jority in the two Houfes, he condudted the
King's bufinefs with facility; and the Lord
Licutenant fubmitted to his terms, and acqui-
efced in his power, till the Duke of Dorfet and
his fon and Secretary, Lord G. Sackville, lefs
patient of control, tried to break the power of
this overbearing combination, by throwing the
patronage into the hands of Primate Stone, an Primate
Englithman, deficient neither in abilities or o
addrefs; though infinitely inferior in popular
arts to his formidable rival. The Speaker pre-
vailed in the firuggle*, which had been car-

ried

* A furplus had accumulated in the Treafury, which
His Majefty had the power of difpofing of by his letters to
the Lord:High Treafurer; but preferred recommending to
the Houfe of Commons to apply it for objects of national
improvement. The fubjeét of the conteft was, whether
this fhould be done by the King’s confent or affent : every
& 12 man
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ried on with uncommon violence for feveral
years, and Government were reduced to capi-
tulate. Speaker Boyle was created . Earl of
Shannon, with a penfion of 2000l ayear for
thirty-one years, and Mr. John Ponfonby was
raifed to the Chair. A coalition had taken
place between the contending parties, and the
Primate, Earl of Shannon, and Mr. Ponfonby,

- were appointed Lords Juflices.

Combina-
tion on the
acceflion
of His pre-
fent Ma-

Jefty,

defeated by
the Earl of
Kildare.

Things went on quietly until the death of
George II. rendered it neceffary to call a new
Parliament ; and the Law of Poynings requir-
ing heads of a bill to be certified by the Privy
Council into England, as caufes and confider-
ations for calling' a Parliament ; the effeéts of
combination again thowed themfelves in {ftop-
ping the heads of the bill required ; until the
popular leaders had made their bargain, and
come to an.agreement with the new Adminif-
tration : ‘and though the objeét of the combi-
nation was defeated, and the heads of a bill
carried.in the Privy Council by the {pirited con-
duél of-the late Duke of Leinfter, then Lord
Kildare, Government was not fufficiently
firong to rifk a conteft ; though a refolution

man was ready with his plan, and the fpoil was, as ufual,
divided among the viétors. This famous fcramble produced
a thirft for public money, and a fpirit of jobbing, that fhot
their roots deep into the Irifh fyftem.

was
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was then formed, which was afterwards exe-

cuted on the death* of Lord Shannon, to break’

down the force of this combination by abolifh-
ing the office of Lords Jufiices, and appointing
a rcﬁ'dcnt Lord Lieutenant.

Notwithftanding this precaution, the effect
of combination has been frequently felt ; under
the Adminifiration of Lord Buckinghamthire
powerfully, though it adted in difguife ; ‘at the
time of the Regency openly and avowedly, for
a number of the fervants of the Crown not only,
on that occafion, went over to Oppofition; but
did not bluth to fecure their continuance in
office by a round robin engagement, which
gave the law to Government, and obliged the
Lord Lieutenant to retire.

If combination againt Government has not
prevailed more for fome years in Ireland, it is
to be greatly afcribed to the honourable con-
du& of the firft fervant of the Crown in that
kingdom, who has been ever faithful to his
truft ; and to the prefent Lord Shannon, who,
from the' time of accepting office, has never
made any attempt to regain from the Crown

the great and extenfive power that his father
had fo long enjoyed.

* In December 1764.
Without

Lord Clare.

Lord Shan-

non.
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- Without entering into any detail of the pres

fent {tate of parties in Ireland, which is unne-.

ceffary, as it might appear invidjous, I.am per-

fuaded that every man who refleéts on. the pre- -
fent political fituation of that country, will be .

convinced, that combination is a vice inherent
in its very nature, and which canmot fail to
difturb, if not to defiroy, the connexion be-
tween the two kingdoms ; except the preroga-
tive and patrenage of the Crown can be at all
times fecured to the Executive Power, in whofe
hands they can only be fafely lodged, for the
valuable purpofes for which they were origin-
ally granted by the confiitution; and fince
experience has thown the inefficacy of all other
meafures that have been tried to effe¢t this objedt,
it becomes more neceflary to adopt an Union,
by which alone it can be effetually fecured.

Another great inconvenience that the Crown
is expofed to in the government of Ireland,
arifes from the pecupliar circumflance of the
legiflative power being lodged in the hands
of the religious diftin@ion, who are a minority
of the kingdom, to the exclufion of the majo,
rity, This circumftance infers a clofe connexion
between Government and the favoured clafss
it confines the patronage of the Crown to them,
and the places of honour or emolument. It ac-
cordingly produces heart-burnings and jealou-
fics ameng the great body of the people, which

they
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they extend to the Government itfelf as a party
in what they confider a fyftem of partiality and
injuftice ; while the Government being depend-
ant on ‘the Parliament thus conftituted, are
narrowed in their intercourfe with the people,
and obliged frequently to wink at abufes which
they want power to corret ; and thus Governs
ment is rendered unpopular, and accufed of
encouraging abufes by thofe who are ngnorant
of thelr real fituation.

-.This cei'tainly is not a moment for reducing
the efficient power of the Crown in either
kingdom ; but full lefs in Ireland, where, over
and above the duties and offices that the Crown
is charged with in this kingdom, it has a much
more.arduous and mmportant tafk to perform—
the prefervation of the connexion between the iwo
kingdems, of whieh it is the only bond : andall
that I have faid on this fubje¢t muft be confi-
dered with a refeience to this ebject 5 asafailure
muft prove not only injurious to the Crown it-
{elf, but raineus to beth countries.

W1 3 NPy -

1 have thas, with a weak hand, ‘given a faint
fketch of an outline, which it would reguire
infinitely greater abilities than mine, and more
time than the ciroumfiances will allow, to fill up
in‘a proper manner. Strongly as I feel impre(i-
ed ivlfh thie “imiportance of ‘the fubjedt, if I
Nt . had
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had given way to my feelings I fhould have
painted, in much fironger colours, the immi-
nent danger to which the ftate is expofed from
the prefent connexion between the two king—-
doms, and the neceflity of an Incorporated
Union ; a neceflity which, unfortunately, does
not now reft on abftract reafoning ; but appeals
from theory to faéls ; from fpeculation to prac~
tice ; from the inflammatory fpeeches on the
independence of Ireland in ‘the Jenate, to an
appeal to arms, on the fame grounds, in the
field. The caufe of rebellion had been long
the favourite theme of Parliamentary declama-
tion ; and the unhappy men who were deluded
into infurreftion, had been taught to confider
the independence of  Ireland, for which they
fought, to be their unalienable birthright.

Will thofe men, who rejeted final adjuft-
ment in 1782, fiill perfift in keeping a queftion
open for more bloodfhed, and all the terrors
incident to civil war ; or will they now, fatiated
with blood, agree to put an end to the conteft,
and clofe the account, by uniting the two
kingdoms on a folid and permanent bafis for

ever?

To the Parliaments of both kingdoms does
the unhappy mother, bewailing the lofs of her

darling fon, raife her fupplicating eyes; to
4 them
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them does the helplefs orphan firetch his little
hands ; to them does a kingdom, torn by civic
difcord and religious animofities; fiained by
crimes, and defolated by fire and {word, look
up for relief: while the many thoufands of un-
happy men who have loft their lives in the ar-
bitration of this unfestled queftion, point to their
bleeding wounds, and urge the neceflity of a
Jinal adjuftment. ‘

This naturally leads me to

X S PART
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PAR T HI.
The internal State of Ireland,

WI#ICH prefents to our view the moft jar-
ring and ill-combined fyftem of civil policy,
that is, perhaps, to be found in.the-annals of
mankind—a people divided into two religious
difiin@ions firuggling for afcendancy ; united
only in locality, difunited in views and interefis.

In every other country where religious dif-
tin&ion has been made the teft of office, the
majority has conftituted_ the eftablithment. In
Ireland the cafe is reverfed, in favour of the
minority. The Britifhlaws were firft introduced
into Ireland for the exclufive ufe of the Britifk
Settlers within the Pale,and after a time extended,

reafons for. a5 a favoury.to the natives. The exercife of

the Britifh Conftitution, which had likewife
been introdueed, was naturally confined to the
Britifh feitlers ; and while Ireland continued a
colony of Great Britain, and even after the
ceafed to be a colony, a dependant kingdom, the

Britith fettlers had fiill a right to the exercife of

the government, which was upheld and fup-
ported by Great Britain. But from the time
that the Proteftants or Britifh fettlers invited the

Roman Catholics to join them, to free the
kingdom




kingdom from what they called a fiate of {la-

very ; and declared their Parliament independent
of Great Britain; it is a confequence that they

renounced the priviléges which lhey— poﬁ'eﬁc;d '

as Britifh fettlers.
A

They claimed an independent Legiflatureas a
nation ; they now exercife it as a faction. o If
they were right in their claims on Great Bri-
tain, they muft be wrong in excluding the
majority of the kingdom from a participation.
By renouncing the legiflative power of Great
Britain they renounced their right to monopoly,
and muft now abide by the confequences, or
come to a new arrangement.

For'in the prefent fyfitem of monopoly. -of
power and office, of the honours and diftinc-
tions of the ftate, in the hands of the minority
of a people, from all which aCtuating and de-
firable objets a great majority of them are
excluded ;—inveterate enmity, deeply-rooted
jealoufies, and deadly feuds, are the natural and
infeparable coﬁ[éqﬁcnces--the angryanddi{cord-

Reverfed by
independ-
ence.

Confequen-
ces

ant paffions are 'i;hevitably accumulated, ready

to burft into a&ion on every trivial occafion.

Such an unnatural fiate, contrary to the phy-
Jical laws “of the world, never did exift, and
never can exift, for any length of time ; and if

\ K 2 Ireland

from aview
of phyfical
_ Caufes,
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Ireland were, in fact, what the vainly pretends to .
be, independent ; that iS,_if the were left by Eng-
land to uphold the independence fhe proudly

boafis of, the would foon have reafon to lament
the effets of her vanity and ambition; and to
be convinced that the had claimed a power
which muft prove her defiruction ; and fet up

a pretenfion which deftroys itfelf if left to its
natural operation.

If in the year 1798 Ireland had been left to’

the exercife of her boafted independence, -or if
Great Britain were either now, or at any future
period, to leave her to fettle her contending in-
terefis and religious divifions, and to decline
interfering in her domeftic differences, the con-

teft would, indeed, be of fhort duration, and

muft infallibly be terminated by the overthrow
of the prefent eftablifhment in church and ftate.
Proteftant Afcendancy, which can onl y be fup-
ported by Britith connexion, muft expett to be
thrown afide as an infolent ufurpation ; and
Catholic Emancipation might be expected, by

the Yaw of retaliation, founded on the vindictive

paffions of the human heart, to be transformed
into Catholic tyranny, inftead of ftopping {hort
at Catholic afcendancy.

If any man is weak enoun‘h to 1magme, that

P —
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prefent moment, can fubfift of itfelf, I defire
him only to take a pair of fcales in his hand,
to put one pound in the one {cale and three in

the other, and fatisfy himfelf that his opinion

is contrary to the order of things. If, in the
recent ftruggles, the weight of Great Britain
had not been thrown into the fcale, Proteftant
Afcendancy and Irifh Independence mufi have
kicked the beam.

Dr. Duigenan, in his Fuir Reprefentation,
p- 164, advances a contrary affertion ; he fays,
¢« The firength and puiffance of Irifh Roman-
ifts have been put to the trial in their late re-
bellion. They were vanquithed and completely
fubdued by the Proteftant power of the nation,
without any affiftance from England, in the
courfe of about fix weeks.” |

I am far from a with to detra@ from the
merits and good. condu& of the Proteflant
power of Ireland, by reminding the Dotor of
what is due to the Englifh and Scotch fencibles,
whofe example, difcipline, and fervices, had
no fmall influence on the good behaviour of
the Irith militia ; and who by their exertions
kept dpwn and {mothered the rebellion, parti-

cularly i m Ulﬂcr and faved the country from
ruin,

.

30! . But

Contrary
affertion of
Dr. Duige-
nan exa-
mined.
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But {o far was this from being done without
the affiftance of England, in another refpe&,
that without the confiant fupplies of money
remitted from that kingdom, there would not
have been a fhilling in the Irith treafury to pay
either Irith or Britith troops. The credit of
Government in that kingdom was fo low, that
they could raife no fupplies but in England,
under the fan&ion of the Britith Minifter, who
was at laft obliged to raife the Irifh loans along
with the Britith ; in which manner he has pro-
cured, fince 1797, eight millions and a half
from this kingdom for the fervice of Ireland;
though the Doétor now choofes to cancel the
obligation by denying dny affiftance from Eng-
land. It is true that the Irith nation pay the
intereft of the different loans that England has
furnithed for their fervice : but as | have not
yet heard that the Roman Catholics have been
exempted from contributing their fhare; the
Doctor cannot, with any more juftice, claim
this to the ability of the Proteflants oppofed to
the Roman Catholics, than he can afcribe the
quelling of the late rebellion to the Proteftant
power of the nation without the afliftance of
England. Now that the Roman Catholics are
entirely vanquithed, if the Do&or would take
the trouble to fatisfy Marquis Cornwallis, that
the peace of the kingdom could be preferved
by the Proteftant power of the nation, His Ex-
4 cellency
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cellency would, I doubt not, be very much
obliged to him.

The counties of Wicklow and Wexford,
the feat of the rebellion, may be confidered as
Proteflant : the provinces of Munfier and Gon-
naught, where the Roman Catholics prevail,
were never engaged in the rebellion : and the
Irith militia, of whom three fourths, at the
loweft computation, are Roman Catholics, be-
haved, on all occafions, with loyalty and zeal.
General refle¢tions on. the Roman. Catholics

are therefore invidious, and the inferences un- -
founded.

[ am ready to admit that the advantages en-
Jjoyed by.the Proteftants, in being poflefled of
all the places of power.of the fiate, and farther
fapported by all the legal and conftituted au-
thorities, backed by a 'military force and the
purfe of the nation, may, for a time, counter-
act the fuperioritysof numbers on the fide of
the Catholics ; but without the further co-ope-
ration and affiftance of Great Britain in the two
great points, men and money, all thefe united
advantagcs_- could neither fecure internal peace,

nor maintain the prefent {yftem, to the exclufion
of the Roman Catholics. ‘

. Bat
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But wherever the eftablithed fyftem of things
cannot be preferved without the concurrence
and aflfiftance of a power without the ftate,
Government there becomes, not the well-regu-
Jated movement of the combined powers of
the ftate; but a compreflive force, exerted to
prevent the difcordant effecl of oppofite powers
from deftroying each other. 1Ina fiate fo con-
ftituted, and confifting of two oppoﬁte fattions
counteracting each other, the weight and at-
tention of Government are principally employed
to preferve internal peace between the contend-

ing parties ; by which occupation it is evident

that the natural advantages, which ought other-
wife to be derived from the united powers of
fuch a ftate, in a conteft with foreign and hof-
tile nations, are greatly diminifhed; as what
can be employed againft a common enemy is
only the ‘difference between the two internal
fa&ions, and the furplas of the force in the
hands of Government, that can be fpared from

' prcferving peace between them.

If this fubjet is touched on, the Protefiant
takes the alarm ; he talks loudly of his 7ight to
an exclufive pofleffion, and he appeals to the

Conftitution, fupported by a varlety of laws

that are clearly in his favour.

By

- The
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The Roman Catholic, with equal warmth,
claims his natural rights, treats exclufion as in-
juftice ; the laws as the grievance; and the
length of pofleflion, inftead of giving a right
from prefeription, as the height of the injury.
He reprefents that the Proteftants, when ceon-
fidered as a part of Great Britain, firft excluded
the Catholics from Parliament, and then paﬁ'ed
laws in their own favour, and for their own fe-
parate benefit, at the expenfe of the Roman
Catholics. By whom is this point to be deter-
mined ? To what tribunal is the difference to
be referred? The Irifh Parliament is a party.
It 1s too manifeft in what manner all fuch quef~
tions, involving the original rights of great
bodies of men, muft ever be decided ; except a
third power, with a common intereft in the hap-
pinefs of both the contending parties, can be
found, to whofe juftice the arbitration of their
differences may be fafely entrufted : to give effi-

Natural
rights deci-
ded byarms,

or arbitra-
tion.

ciency to fuch a tribunal, it is farther neceflary, -

that it thould poffefs the power to enforce its
decrees, and carry its decifions into execution.

It is very plain, that all thefe advantages
would be derived from an wunited Parliament ;
which would be divefted of all partialities, and
local interefts ; which would have a common
intereft in fatisfying the contending parties by
doing juftice between them, whofe firft object

' L muft

United Par-
liament, a
proper ums-
pire.
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muft be to render them.both ufeful to the ftate ;
which can only be, by removing and defiroying
the caufes that, at prefent, occafion theit differ-
ences, and which would poflefs power fufficient
to carry the arrangement into effet. TItis evi-
dent that this great objeé could nét be accom-
plithed either by partiality or injuftice; and
confequently that it is for the adfantége' of both
parties to fubmit their differences to this mode
of arbitration ; inftead of keeping alive the con-
teft, which has already ¢oft'fo much blood ; and
muft coft fo much more, while the" determina-
tion lies between the Protefiants and the Roman
Catholics, before a court which is a patty ; and
whofe very formation is the great fubjeét of li-
tigation, and from whieh there is no appeal but
to arms.

"But fueh is the jeafoufy of the two parties,
and fuch the ‘oppofition of Proteflant Afcend-
ancy and Catholic Emancipation, that whatever
meafure has the appearance of being approved
by the one, creates difiruft in the other ; and the
great difficulty is, to get them fo far to hath
their differences, as to liften to any propofition
for- accommodation: while the advocates for
cither, exciuﬁve}y, pufh their arguments to the
extreme ; freth warmth and violence are pro-

“duced, infiead of the temperament that leads to

accommodation : while fatute low and natural
1 rights

|
W,
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rights knock their heads together, frefh paffions
are engendered ; and the parties, firong in their
refpective pretenfions, ftand at open defiance.

Lord Minto, in his ingenious Speech, had
given a beautiful theory of the relative fituation
of the two parties ; with a view to afcertain the
policy of the prefent fyftem of exclufion, and
the nasural right, that a majoritty of any people
pofiefied.to a participation, at leaft, in_the go-
yvernment of their country. '

Dr. Duigenan, with confiderable irritation,
takes the alarm at the firft inquiry into the na-
{ure of the title, and flies, with his monopoly, to
the Statutes for prote&tion. Lord Minto, after
examining the right that a minerity had to make
laws to exclude the majority, had added, that
prefeription could not fanclify injuftice, or cure a
title fundamentally wrong. The Do&tor runs
away with the word prefeription, as if Lord
Minfo had fiated it to be the only authority,
under which the Proteftants held and exercifed
their afcendancy ; and quotes a long firing of
ftatutes in defence of their powers.

A little confideration would have convinced
the Do&tor that this wafte of labour might have
been fpared ; for Lord Minto had never called
n qu_;:ﬁion_ the exifience of thefe ftatutes, nor

‘ L Fel At

Lord Minto
and Dr.
Duigenan.

Natural
rights.
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the right derived under them: his Lordfhips
inquiry being direfled to the principles; on
which thefe ftatutes had been framed, and how
far the continuing fuch refiri¢tive fiatutes was
confifient with juftice and good government.
The ftatutes are the point at iflue, the caufe of
complaint : without them the Roman Catholics
would have no grievance ; and Lord Minto’s
arguments would be without an ebjeét. The
mifunderftanding arifes entirely. from the Doc-
tor’s applying the word »ight to a totally differ-

ent obje¢t from what Lord Minto had in his

view ; the Doctor {heltering the right of the
Proteftant under the ftatute law ; and Lord Min-
to’s inquiry being directed to the natural rights
of the Roman Catholics in oppofition to thofe
ftatutes, from their being a majority of the

PeoPlc.

The Doctor, after taking a great deal of pains
to reduce the relative numbers of the Roman
Catholics, endeavours next to do away the

force of the argument in their favour, from their -

being a majority ; by faying, ¢ that a majority
of the people 1s to be eftimated, not by the
numbers or poll ; but by property ; inafmuch as
property is the foundation of the reprefentative
fyfiem! Of the reprefentative fyfiem, it cer-
tainly is ; for, there, property being a reprefent-
ative of thefe who live under it, may very pro-

perly
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perly be admitted as a criterion of numbers :
but in difputes for political rights, between great
bodies of men, reprefentation muft give way to
reality : if they cannot fettle their differences
in an amicable manner, agreeable to the princi-
ples of equity ; the conteft muft be, ultimatclya
decided by numbers and phyfical force.

So that #hus horn of Lord Minto’s dilemma,
which the Doétor flattered himfelf he had de-
{ftroyed, remains in the fame fiate as he found it.

The Doétor is aware how tremblingly alive
the Irith are, if the title to property be touched
on; and, probably to excite their alarm, has
given them to underftand, that Lord Minto
had refted their right 70 property, as well as to
political franchife, on prefcription. He fays,
‘“ The infinuation, that many Irifh Proteftants
derive the titles of their eftates from prefcrip-
tion, is equally groundles.” The infinuation,
if made, would, certainly, have been groundlefs:
Lord Minto, however, in his Speech (p. 73),
does fay, ¢« The Catholics of Ireland not only
claim a participation in the civi/ franchifes en-
joyed by their Proteftant countrymen ; but they
fofter claims on the property of Proteftants, the
prefent pofieffion of which they treat as mere

Title ta
property,

ufurpation ; and thefe claims are of no trifling

extent.”

As
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As this fubject has, on every occafion of Ro,
man Catholic claim, been brought forward to-
frighten the Proteftants {rom rclaxing ; by re-
prefenting the lofs of their property as the con-
fequence 3 1 feel forry that any thing fhould
have fallen from fo great an authority as Lord
Minto, that could, in any manner, countenance
an 1dea, that the civil franchifes, and property,
refted on the fame foundation ; and that a re-
ftoration of the former neceflarily involves the
latter, On fuch g point, men’s, fears are eafily
alarmed ; the touching on the fubjeét will be
confidered as an intimidation; and the fhail
does not, more inflinétively, fhrink within his
thell, than the Proteftant within his exclufive
privileges, the inftant.that property 1s touched
Qn, -

This I am convinced is owing to his fears,
and not to his. reafon ; for if he would but
calmly confider this important {ubjet as it really
18, he will find, that it is new totally and abfo-

Retamp-  lutely, impoflible that a - refumption of property
e fuould euer be propfed in. Ireland, in whateven
hands the government of that couniry may be; as
# will be eafy to thow that the Roman Catho-
hies are mow no lefs interefted than the Proteft-
ants, in preferving the prefent. eftablithment of
property, as founded on charters or fiatutes:

for the reafons that I {hall aflign hereafter.
' But
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- But as 1'have above, on the fubject 'of civil
rights, appealed from the low to principle, on
which the law was founded; T may be afked,
why othets may miot do the famec in " the cafe of
property? 1 anfwer, that they are in everyre-
fpect different. Property is the creature of the
law, and belongs to an individual, or indivi-
duals, exclufively: civil rights are the birthright
of the people, or community : property may be
alienated and transferréd from one hand to
another, in a variety of 'ways, prefcribed by
law ; it may 'be divided and fubdivided through
a number of hands : but ¢cive/ rights, though they
may be feized by force or; {upprefied by wvio-
Jdence, area fpecies of mortmain, 'belonging to
‘the community, that cannot be alienatéd..

So far for a difference in the theory; but
poffeflion will net' be quieted with' theories: I
" come then to practice. *

The date of the laft forfeitures in Ireland
is upwards of one hundred years old; and fuch is
the delicate natare of property, that a law was
pafled in Great Britain, to limit the rullum tem-
pus of 'the King’s claim to royal demefnes to
fixty years; between man and man forty years
give a preferiptive right in England, and twenty
i Iréland : the famie law is to bé found in the
jurifprudence of every country in Europe; from

3 which
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which I defire to claim no more, than that the
principle is univerfally recognifed as a fir/? prin-
ciple; a departure from which would be pro-
ductive of much greater injury and inconve-
nience than the obfervation of it; and that
confequently all men are interefted in preferv-
ing it. |
The next confideration derived from the
lapfe of time is this, that if a law now were to
pafs, offering to reftore the eftates forfeited in
1699, to the reprefentatives of the then pro-
prietors, I do not believe that twenty could be
found, who could prove their defeent in a court
of juftice; the proprietors fled to the continent,
generally entered into foreign fervice, and few
of that profeflion fettle and marry; and the
defcendants of the few, who may be now alive,
would find it next to an impoffibility to prove
their defcent; owing to the deftruction of regif-
ters and records in France, and other diftant
caufes. If this difficulty were got over, and
their title-deeds preferved, it would, in moft
cafes, be impoflible to trace the property itfelf.

I have heard a great deal of maps, kept in
foreign colleges, like bugbears to frighten chil-
dren. I have feen fome of them, and I can
truly fay they are fit for no other place, and

feem to have been formed for the fabulous ages
of
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of the Irith hiftory, as all the divifions are,
into countries of O‘Shaughneffeys, O‘Briens,
O¢Connors, &c. &c. without counties, cities,
rivers, or mountains,

Do&or Duigenan, in his Appendix on the
Comparative Property of Irifh Proteftants and
Roman Catholics, has given a very defeétive
view of that fubje& ; by confining his inquiry
to property held in fee, without taking'into the
confideration the various other ways by which
a man may, in Ireland, acquire a property in
land: for though the Roman Catholics could
not purchafe lands in Ircland from the year
1703 till 1782, nor lend on mortgage, or take
leafes for ever, or for lives; yét various modes
of evafion had been introduced in practice, for
the accommodation of the Roman Catholics ;
fuch as long leafes for gg years, and 999 years;
and fining down the rent of fuch leafes to a
pepper-corn ; which in faét transferred the pro-
perty to the leflee; which fpecies of property
came into great requeft, being eafily tranf-
ferred, and not fubjet to judgment debts, as
fee-fimple property; and bonds were, by en-
tering judgment, made Zens on the efiate; fo
that ne bond was paffed, in Ireland, without a
judgment: infomuch that I believe I may
venture fo fay, that there are very few cftates
in the kingdom, in which the Roman Catholigs
| M have

Compara-
tive ftate of

property.
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have not a confiderable intereft, in one or
other of the above ways: befides the  other
modes of acquiring property, by defcent, fuecef-
fion, by will, marriage fettlement, and by pur-
chafe and mortgage, fince 1782.

Whoever refleés on the above circum(iances,
and confiders through how many different hands
the forfeited property may have paffed in the
courfe of an hundred years, will perceive how
impoflible refumption is become; as the Ro-
man Catholics themfelves would be injured by
it, and are interefted with the Proteftants in
preferving property on its prefent footing; for I
believe every body will agree, that for every
Roman Catholic interefied in refumption, there
are thoufands intcrefled in preferving property
under its prefent fettlements.

vaurpation 1 he ufurpation of Cromwell did not laft ten

- years; and yet, in that fhort fpace, the for-
feitures had pafled through fo many hands,
that refumption was found impracticable; and
on the Refioration, a law was paffed, confirm-

ing all the grants of the ufurper.

Property While there is a regular eftablifhed govern-
S;iﬁfd ment in Ireland, whether the Proteftants have
e the afcendancy, or the Roman Catholics, pro-
perty is equally fecure: property has nothing

to
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to fear but from anarchy; and thofe who have
the greateft fhare of property in Ireland, are
more immediately interefted in preferving order
by the moft liberal attention to the great body
of the people; inftead of exafperatingthem to ex-
cefs and diforder; firft by excluding them from
the honours and emoluments of their common
country, and then treating them with contempt

and abufive language; for this is pouring oil

on the fire, and adding infult to injury.

Whenever, on the contrary, the people are
provoked by injury, or goaded by infult, to fly
to arms; property has every thing to dread
from the fubverfion of government. In the late
rebellion, property was in imminent danger;
not in confequence of the claims of the Catho-
lics, but from jacobiniecal principles, calculated
to make war on property, as fuch, without
any refpect of the perfons to whom it belonged.

If Do&or Duigenan be right in calculating

and jacobi-
nical prin-
ciples.

Unequal

diftrioution

that fcarce a twentieth of the landed property of ofpropery.

Ireland belongs to Roman Catholics; it 1s to
be regretted that fuch an unequal difiribution
exifts; it is-like a fhip with her ballaft
ftowed all to one fide. Is it wonderful, if con-
ftant confufion fhould prevail in a  country,
where two thirds of the people have fo little
intereft in preferving order ? Again, if the Doc-

: M2 tor
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nequality _ tor were right in charging all the infurre&tious
and rebellions in Ireland to the Roman. Ca-
- tholics, would not this inequality alone,, ac-
count for its being fo? But the truth is, that
all diforders, in any country whatever, muft be
the diforders of the majority; confequently in
Ireland belong to the Roman Catholics; and
certain it is, that in whatever - manner, or on
whatever pretence, a civil war has broken out in
Ireland, it has uniformly degenerated into a
war of religious diftinctions. Even the late re-
bellion, which was begun, planned, and con-
trived by the Diflenting republicans of Belfaft;
and which was purpofely formed to unite all
religions againft Britith connexion, no fooner
broke out, than the principle was overpowered
by the majority of the Roman Catholics, whofe
deep-rooted prejudices led them to direct their
vengeance on the churches and the clergy; as
the Proteftants have fince retaliated by burning
chapels and deftroying cottages, in fpite of
every precaution that has been ufed to prevent
fuch excefies.

Afperity of ' The Doctor may be confidered as the Fugal
Gine. man.of Protefiant Afcendancy; and whoever
“ens looks into his book, will find the afperity which
religious diftinction infufes into party, ftrongly
pourtrayed ; and be fatisfied that, if this {pirit
were univerfal, T have far underfiated the fer-

tile
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tile fource of jealoufy and difcontents that muft
Inevitably diftract that unbappy country from
the difference of religion, and the difference of'
the political fituation of the profeffors.

When we find Doctor Duigenan, whom
never heard diftinguithed for a cruel difpofition,
who is eftcemed a good moral man, fo far
heated by this {pirif, as to {peak of Lord Corn-
wallis’s humanity, as a criminal weaknefs;
and to cenfure the conduét of two of his officers
for {paring the lives of 600 of the poor wretches,
thut up in the Wicklow mountains; and for
trying to reclaim them from their delufion, by
a dance and a glats of whitkey, infiead of
butchering them in cold bleod, when they were
in their power; we fhould only reft our view
on the dreadful effets produced by the gall of
religious divifion on.the milk of human kind-
nefs; and, pafling over the individual, draw
the general inference, that good policy as well
as humanity enforce the obligation of correQing
the {yfiem that breeds fuch deadly enmity and

hoftile paflions; for thefe are not the effects of
- the religion; but of the grafting a political
{yftem on religious diftin&ions. ‘

But even thefe paflions are not common to
all the Proteftants; the generality of whom
may be allowed to have liberal fentiments, and

to
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to be difpofed to accommodation with their
countrymen of the Roman Catholic religion :

and accordingly the violent oppofers have been

;Lar!so marked by the name of Orangemen : from
% King William, who laid the foundation of the
penal code againft Roman Catholics; and thefe

are fubdivided, on this oceafion, into Ecclefiaftie

and Laymen; the former inclining to an |

Union, the latter furious in their oppofition.

Few men are capable of forming abftra&t
views of general utility ; and ftill fewer capable
of the generofity required to facrifice private
mterefts to the good of the community. We
fhall therefore confider the different effeéts to
be expected from an Unien, on the different
interefts; in order to account for this difference
in the conduét of two clafles of men united in
a common- enmity to theirr Roman Catholie
countrymen.

o o The church of Ireland is not only an obje&
of jealoufy to the Roman Catholics, and, in
her prefent ftate, muft ever be expofed to
danger from that quarter; but, from the pecu-

“liar circumftance of being poflefled of a very
great landed property, which is an object of
jealoufy to the Protefiant gentry, who regard
it with an evil eye; fhe cannot rely on her
own fons for fupport; and runs the rifk of being

facrificed
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facrificed to a compromife between her friends
and her foes. Her conduct in embracing Britith
connexion, in the hope of identifying her in-
terefts with the church of England, is very
prudent and perfeétly juft; as the can more
fafely rely on the juftice of an United Parlia-
ment, than on her fufpicious allies in the Par-
liament of Ireland.

Church lands have loft the benefit, derived
to lay property, from a common intereft; owing
to the very circumftance, which was intended
for their fecurity, their being unalienable.

Landed property, keld in mortmain, being,
like civil rights, unalienable, may be con-
fidered as belonging to the community, rather
than to individuals.

The power of the Legiflature over the landed
property of the church; to regulate, limit, and
difpofe of, is fo fully recognifed, and has been

{o frequently exerted, that a doubt cannot exif
“on the fubje&.

Of tithes I fay nothing, whether the right to
them be founded on the bible or the ftatute-
books. on right divine, prefcription, or law.
The tithe of potatoes, the fcourge of the cot-
tager, calls loudly for Parliamentary regulation.

2 A modus-

favours
Union.

Church
lands.

Tithes

of potatoes.
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A modus would refcue the poor man from 2a
grievous oppreflion, and prevent the thocking
cruelties that clergymen and tithe-farmers have
too often experienced in confequence.

The quantity of land belonging to the
church of Ireland is acknowledged, univer-
fally, to be a bar to national improvement. If,
with better management, it fhould be found
fufficient, in addition to the tithes, to maintain
the eftablithed church with becoming dignity
and eafe; and, at the fame time, to afford a
decent maintenance to the Roman Catholic
clergy; would it not be a very defirable mea-
fure, and a very wife one, both for the Govern-
ment, and the Chuarch itfelf?

I am a fincere friend to the eftablithed
church of Ireland; but L am ftill more fo to
religion : and can never lofe fight of the great
obje@ of melting down religious diflinctions,
and forming two inimical fets into one com-
munity of Chrifiians and friends.

A hierarchy, unacknowledged by law, and
independent of the Crown, an zmperium in im-
perto, is full of danger to the ftate. If the Ro-
man Catholic priefthood were maintained by
the ftate, they muft of courfe be dependent on
the government; which they would, from

thence, have an intercft in fupporting : inftead
: of
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of being the channels of faction, agitation, and
infurrection, they would become the preachers
of order, fubordination, and quiet. The lean
beafts are always reftlefs and troublefome, and
- breaking down the fences of the rich enclo-
fures; the fat cattle enjoy themfelves, and lie
quiet.

It is a miftake that there is any thing, in the
"~ Roman Catholic religion, that precludes fuch a
connexion between the government and their
church, as the public good requires. Under
the French monarchy, the Parliament of Paris
condemned, as firongly as the Parliament of
Great Britain, that dangerous tenet formerly
advanced by the Popes, that they had a power
to abfolve fubjects from their allegiance; and,
that excommunicated kings might be depofed by
their fubjects: the dodirine was abominable,
and it ought to be remounced. The kings of
France appointed to all benefices, the Pope
poflefling nothing but an appeal, iz fpiritua-
lities., On the fame ground, the matter of fu-
premacy might be eafily adjufted in Ireland.

It will, T think, be allowed to be a matter of
little confequence as to the ftate; whether ordi-
nation, confecration, induction, &c. be derived
from the Pope or the Primate; while the ap-

| N pointment
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rointment to all temporalities is vefted in the
King. '

The fame reafons, that very properly induce
the church of Treland to favour an Union with
Great Britain, ought, if well underftood, to
have the fame effet on the lay Orangemen,
who now give it fo a violent an oppofition ;
though certainly fome excufe is to be made for
thofe, who confider themfelves poflefling an
exclufive right to the places and the emoluments
of the ftate; objects which no man can be ex-
pe&ted to refign without regret, even when
compelled by juftice and neceflity {o to do.

The facrifice they are called on immediately
to make, in confequence of an Union, is the
property they poffeffed in boroughs ; and when
we confider that this fpecies of property was of
all others the moft fought after, as giving dif-
tinction, confequence, and confideration to the
pofleffor; it muft be allowed that every atten-
tion is due to make an adequate compenfation
for what it may have béen the work of ages to
acquire ; fince the facrifice becomes neceflary
to the public good, and the peace of the coun-
try. For though they will gain in common
with all their countrymen by an Union, their
peculiar fituation demands a peculiar attention,
cven after all the abatement that can be made,

from
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from this fpecies of property’s not being recog-
nifed by the conflitution; from the pofleflion
being precarious, and fubject to many accidents
“and difficulties ; and, above all, from its being
the particular object of jealoufy to the Roman
Catholics, who conftantly tacked a Reform of
Parliament to their demand of being admitted
to a feat in the Senate.

Of the 300 Members compofing the Houfe
of Commons of Ireland, about 180 were re-
turned by clofe boroughs, confifting of twelve
burgefles, and a fovereign or chief magifirate,
{cattered like fortreffes over the country for the
protetion of, and encouragement to new fet-
tlers. While thefe remained in the hands of
Proteftants, Roman Catholics, if admiffible,
had {mall chance of being returned. The mode
of Parliamentary Reform propofed in England,
was an additional number of county Members ;
as leafi liable to the influence of the Crown:
but the obje&t in .Ireland, was to favour the
admiffion of Roman Catholics to borough
eleftions; by extending the right of voting,
not only to the frecholders and freemen within

the borough, but to thofe refident in a certain
diftrict round it.

Without fome fuch change in the. prefent
fyftem of reprefentation, the Roman Catholics
N 2 would
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would never have been fatisfied; and if fhe-
borough-owner now receives a proper compen-
fation, he will realize an uncertainty; be will

efcape from wrangling and quarrels ; and cut

off a fruitful pretext for diforder and agitation.
So that, every thing confidered, I doubt not

that, if a proper compenfation be given, he will

think he makes a very good bargain. At all
events, the interefis of fifty or fixty individuals
cannot be allowed to fiand in the way of a
great national arrangement, which will give
peace and order to their difiracted country;
and fecure the prefent eftablithment in church
and flate, by an incorporation with Great
Britain. ;

If the Roman Catholics thould from hence
infer that they are confequently to be for ever
excluded, as at prefent, from a participation in
national advantages; they would argue very
wrong ; for the fecurity and ftrength of the

Proteftants would remove the only juft and

reafonable objelion that can be advanced by
them, to any propofal for farther conceffion:
their fears being once removed, their oppofition
will ceafe. At prefent, they dare not give a
fhare for fear of lofing the whole; as they are
weaker in point of numbers, they find their
fafety in keeping the affailants without their in-
trenchments : when the garrifon is reinforced,

they
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they can throw their gates open, without an
apprehenfion of danger.

The Roman Catholigs, therefore, thould fee,
that it is their intereft that the Proteftants
fhould be fully fatisfied in this point; as the
certain means of obtaining whatever they can,
in juftice, defire. But, if the Roman Catholics
expect that articles of agreement {hould be en-
tered into, beforehand, for {pecial objeéts; they
will expe¢t what the nature of the circum-
ftances renders impoffible; for there is mno
power now in exiftence, that could give them
this affurance : the King cannot, much lefs can
the Minifter, though he has exprefled his opi-
nions, with regard to them, with {ufficient pre-
cifion to leave no doubt of hisintentions, at a
proper feafon. And the very object of the
Union is to create a tribunal, before whom
their claims will be fure to find an impartial
reception, and a candid examination; and who
alone will be competent to decide on their
merits. |

The only queftion for them is now to decide,
whether they will repofe their confidence in an
united Parlié,ment, who can have no object but
to fatisfy every clafs of His Majefty’s Irifh fub-
jeéts s.and whofe with muft be to remove inter-
nal divifions, and to form them into one people :

or
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or will they retain their Parliament, as  at pre-
fent, which is one objeét of their complaints?
will they truft to the juftice and beneficent
views of their gracious Sovereign, who has
liftened to their pralyfnp and granted their re-
quefts after they had been rejected by their own
countrymen? Will they rely on the Marquis
Cornwallis, whofe lenity and -autentions they
duly experience; or on the Orangemen, who
now court their fupport . Will they rely on the
men, who in 1789 excited their tenantry to
commit the diforders which gave rife to the
Peep of Day Boys, and Defenders* ' Will they
truft the men, who, in 1792, pledged their lives
and fortunes, at their county meetings, to fup-

port Proteftant Afcendancy ; and who, in 1793,

endeavoured todefeat, when they could not pre-
vent, His Majefiy’s gracious recommendation of
their caufe to the Irith Parliament, by intro-
ducing the exclufions of which they now com-
plain? |

* In the fummer of 1788, M. F. Efq. then High Sheriff
of the county ot Down, came to Dublin to requeft the then
Lord Licutenant to intercede with two Noblemen of that
county, who, from miftaken zeal, were fuppofed to have
encouraged their tenants to break into the houfes of the Ro-
man Catholics by night, under the pretence of fearching for
arms ; as thé diforders produced thereby, threatened ferious
confequences to the peace of the county. The Roman Ca-
tholics were then fiyled Defenders ; a name they retained
after they ated offenfively; for the enfuing winter and
{pring they, under the pretence of retaliation, were guilty
of great enormities,

The
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The Roman Catholics now demand Emanci- Emancipa-
pation. 1f they were in a ftate of flavery, in
what other language could they fue to be re-
leafed ? As it may not be generally underftood
what is meant by this degrading epithet, I fhall
quote the claufe of the A& 33 Geo. III. ch.

21. containing the enumeration of offices, &c.
from which the Roman Catholics are excluded

by the oaths required to be taken to qualify,
&ec.

Sec. g. “ Provided always, and be it ena&ted, Pfog:g of
that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or iiLch z:.
be confirued to extend, to enable any perfon to
fit or vote in either Houfe of' Parliament, or to
hold, exercife, or enjoy the office of Lord Lieu-
tenant, Lord Deputy, or other Chief Governor
or Governors of this kingdem, Lord High Chan-
cellor, or Keeper or Commiffioner of the Great
Seal of this kingdom, Lord High Treafurer,
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Chief Juftice of
the Court of King’s Bench or Common Pleas,

Lord Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer,
Jufiice of the Court of King’s Bench or Com-
mon Pleas, or Baron of the Court of Exchequer,
Judge of the High Court of Admiralty, Mafter
or Keeper of the Rolls, Secretary of State,
Keeper of the Privy Seal, Vice-Treafurer, or
Deputy. Vice-Treafurer, Teller and Cathier of
the Exchequer, or Auditor General, Licutenant,

I or
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or Governor, or Cuftos Rotulorum of Counties,
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, Lord Deputy,

or other Chief Governor or Governors of this
kingdom, Member of His Majefty’s Moft Ho-

nourable Privy Council, Prime Sergeant, Attor-
ney General, Solicitor General, Second and
Third Sergeants at Law, or King’s Counfel,
Mafters in Chancery, Provoft.or Felow of the
College of the Holy and undivided Trinity, Pofi-
mafier General, Maflier and Lieutenant Gene-
ral of His Majefty’s Ordnance, Commander in
Chief of His Majefty’s forces, Generals on the
Staft, and Sheriffs and. Sub-fheriffs of any
county in this kingdom : or any office contrary
to the rules, &c. &c. &c. unlefs he fhall have
taken, made, and fubfcribed the oaths and de-
claration, and performed ‘the feveral requifites,
which by any law* heretofore made, and now
of force, are required to enable any perfon to
fit or vote, or to hold, exercife, and enjoy the
faid offices refpeCtively.

It muft be admitted that the particulars of this
provifo are of the moft interefting kind, as
objects of honeft ambition and laudable purfuit :
and it cannot be denied that exclufion and
legal incapacity are degrading in themfelves;
and that, in fuch cafes, the injury, great as it

* Teft A& repealed in favour of Proteftant Diffenters
in 1780,
\ may

w—
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may be, is loft in the fiigma it infers: in the
cale before us, it is alleged, that this might
have been avoided, as the appointment to all

the fpecified offices is in the hands of the

Crown ; who, it is contended, might have been
fafely entrufied with a difcretionary . power,
without rifk of danger or inconvenience to the
ftate ; in the like manner as the nomination of
Juftices of Peace was left to the difcretion of
the Chancellor by the fame Act.

I think there is little doubt of the part that
the Roman Catholics will a& between an united
Parliament and their prefent Parliament : but
if any of them fhould be inclined to retort my
former arguments of numbers and phyfical force,
and to oppofe an Union as transferring thefe ad-
vantages to the Proteflants ; and fhould further,
fuppofe only in fpeculation, argue for the policy
of conneéting themfelves with France, to coun-
terbalance the power of the Proteftants derived
from a connexion with Great Britain ; I will
examine this view with the greateft candor, to

leave nothing unexplained, whereon to hang a
doubt.

In the firft place, Britain is not only much
nearcrt'ou Ireland than France, and could fooner
fend troops and every kind of fupply, but her

o : fleets
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fleets commanding the fea, would prevent any
regular fupply from France from coming to
Ireland. But {uppofing -this were not fo, has
France, in her prefent exhaufted fiate, even
men to fpare? You will learn the ftate of
France from a very refpectable authority,
whofe intereft it was by no means to exagge-
rate the calamities he had been a very adlive
inftrument in bringing on his country. The
Abbé Sieyes, in an addrefs from the Executive
Directory, of the 17th Fruétidor, Sept. 3, 1790;
iffued by him as Prefident to the French peo-
ple, thus defcribes their fituation :

¢ Citizens of every condition, be affured that
the Dire¢tory, whofe members lived lately
among you, has accurately obferved your ca/a-
mities and your wants, and have refleted with
forrow upon the extent of the privations and the

Jacrifices which the imminent danger of the crifis

bas compelled the laws to impofe.

¢ They know what is felt by the farmer, de-

prived of the hands by which he was affifted in

his labour ; by the widow, regretting the ab-
fence of the fon who folaced her mifery ; by the

Jfoldier, who has fo often called, # vain, for arms,
Subfiftence, and clothes 5 by the artifan in want of

employment ; by the mmzufaﬁurer, whofe bufinefs
languifhes ;
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languifkes ; by the artiff, whofe talents receive
no encouragement ; and the proprietor, whofe
eftate has fallen in value.”

In the above defcription of republican
France, every man among you will find the
means of comparifon with his own particular
fituation ; and, without any remarks of mine,
I will leave him to draw his own conclufion,

If France cannot fend men, fhe can much
lefs fend money, which Great Britain fupplies
to Ireland with a bountiful hand: in the ex-
amples of the Netherlands, Holland, and Swit-
zerland, you have before you the confequences
of French connexion, and revolutionary princi-
ples. The French have firft plundered, and
then enflaved thefe wretched countries, whofe
infatuation blinded them to liften to the flatter-
ing feduction of proffered fraternity. But get-
ting over all thefe firong confiderations, I will
farther fuppofe, that a numerous and well-ap-
pointed French force had aétually landed in
Ireland ; a vigorous campaign muft then take
place, in which it is more than probable, that
the exertions of Ireland (and here I include the
loyal of all diftinctions), backed and fapported
by Great Britain, would prevail, though the
firuggle might poffibly be violent ; and, moft
certainly, bloody and calamitous in the extreme.

02 But
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But ftill, to leave no pofiibility unexamined, T
will fuppofe, what you will all admit to be
very improbable, that the French had enabled
you to get the better. The firft confequence of
this new fiate of things muft be, the deftruction
of your religion; which, though-it might not
greatly affe¢t the rabble (for the rabble of all
perfuafions is every where the fame), yet could
not fail to make a great impreflion on thofe
among you, whofe attachment. to their religion
has made thern give upthe honours, the emo-
Iuments, and diftinétions of the ftate.

In the next place, the trade of Ireland would

be entirely ruined by the fleet of Great Britain ;.

and your linen manufacture, the great article
of your export; would be loft ; by which Great
Britain would fave near a million a year, which

it now cofts her to give a preference to your

linen over ‘German linen, for her home
confumption. ’

The fupplies of money you have hitherto re-
ceived from Great Britain would be fiopped of
courfe, and you would, befides, have to draw,
from abroad, arms, ammunition, and military
ftores; and farther, to preferve the afcendancy
thus acquired, a French army muft be con-
ftantly kept in the country, of fufficient force to
prevent the oppofite party and Great Britain

' - from
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from recovering the government; and this
French army muft be paid and {fupported.
Jreland does not abound in money; her na-
tural produce muft be put in requifition ; her
corn, beef, pork, and butter, that now bring
fuch folid returns of Britith gold, muft go to
feed the armies of her new allies; who, if they
paid at all, would pay for them by orders on
the empty treafury of Ireland. And‘ when
they had drained you of every thing, and re-
duced you to mifery, they would then leave
you to fettle accounts with Great Britain, irri-
tated by your defection.

In this plain and intelligible view of French
connexion, which is not overfirained in any
one point, every man among you will be able
to form a true judgment of its nature and con-
fequence ; and fo'well are thefe underftood by
the fenfible and thinking men of your perfua-
fion, that if a French army could, by any pof-
fibility, make good a landing in Ireland, T am
convinced they would be joined only by the
riot rout of raps and rapperies, whoie excefles
and diforders would render them weaknefs, and
not firength, to any military operation.

But this does not now reft on opinion ; for
the Roman Catholics have a right to claim the
merit due to their loyal and honourable con-

dud,

Loyalty of
Roman Ca-
tholics ;
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Sown in - duct, both when the French fleet appeared in

:;;g.md Bantry Bay, and when a landing was effected
by Humbert in the Bay of Killala. Neither do
the events of 1798 juftify any general refleion
on that body ; for the infurre@ion did not ori-
ginate with them, nor had it religion for its
object, as men of all perfuafions were unfor-
tunately engaged in it, But if €very man in
arms had been Roman Catholic, what fair in-
ference could be made, but that the general

Jenje of that body was againft them ? The re-
bellion was confined to the three counties of
Kildare, Wicklow, and Wexford, and more -
particularly to the two latter, where Proteftant
Afcendancy and religious diftinction have been
carried to the greateft lengths ; but thefe three
counties are. not a tenth of the kingdom, nor
the Roman Catholics refident in them a fif-
teenth part of that perfuafion.

Repwri: If an agreement had been made at the Revo-
Poemne lution to fele@ one county in Ireland, for try-
e he INg an experiment of the effe@ of Proteflant
%‘;,:;‘grgf Afcendancy, 1 defy any man to point out a cir-
cumftance that has been wanting to make that
experiment in the moft fatisfactory manner in
the county of Wexford. Who that knew the
county of Wexford, or had ever heard of the
Proteftant Boys of Wexford, could have con-

ceived that the Roman Catholics thould have
) rifen
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rifen there ? And yet fuch is the fact; the re-
bellion not only broke out there, but was marked
with atrocities that difgrace human nature.
Does this example encourage us to extend Pro-
teftant Afcendancy over the reft of the king-
dom ? Munfter and Connaught, where the
Roman Catholic religion is predominant, as
the Proteftant in the county of Wexford, were
perfeétly quiet.

If fuch general refleCtions be unjuft, they
are certainly impolitic in the higheft degree, as
_ they have a direct tendency to irritate, to alien-
ate the affeions of the Roman Catholics, and
to drive them into defperate meafures, when
they find themfelves not only deprived of the
fhare of approbation that belongs to loyaity
and good conduct, but as a body fufpected of
difaffection, and involved in a general charge
of rebellion.

The Orangemen, in thus holding up the
whole body of the Roman Catholics, indifcri-
minately, as ftate criminals, might have two
objedts in view—the firft, to expofe them to
military execution ; the fecond, to render them
fufpetedto Government, in the hope of pre-
venting any farther relaxation in their favour.

In

General re-
flections.

Obje&ts of
Orange-
men-
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In the firft, they have been difappointed by
the manly firmnefs of the Marquis Cx;rrlw,al.lis,
who has reftrained the rage of coutendmg fac-
tions ; who has made the laws be refpected by
diftributing jufiice to the rich andsthe,poor,
the peer and the peafant, with a fieady and
impartial hand ; and who, from the general
confidence repofed in his virtuous charalter
by all ranks, has been enabled to ftop the ef-
fufion of blood, and to reftore order and tran-
quillity, to a furprifing degree, in fo fhort a
time.

To defeat the fecond, and to wipe away the
imputation of difaffection and turbulence that
your enemies have endeavoured. to affix on
your general charader, the prefent occafion is
favourable, and ought to be carefully employed
for fo commendable an object.

The fame arts are now employed to miflead
the unfufpeéting and ignorant, by an appeal to -
their predominant paflion, the love of their
country ;—their monopoly of power thefe men
do not bluih to call the independence of their
country ; and they who, on every occafion; op-
pofed any a& of juftice to Parists, now invite
them to join in acts of fedition againft the King -

4 who
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who has befriended them, and the Lord Fitciks
tenant who has protected them.

The fenfible and - difcerning part of the Ro-
man Catholics are in no danger of being de-
ceived by fuch infidious attempts; but they
ought, at the fame time, to exert themfclves to
guard the giddy and the thoughtlefs from any
a&t of diforder or infubordination which might
give any handle to refle& on their community ;
for the men that now tempt them would be,
hereafter, the foremoft to accufe them.

The Roman Catholics ought to remember,
that, in their prefent political fituation, this is
the only manner in which they can, effe@tu-
ally, thow their acquiefeence and approbation
of the meafure of 4z Union ; and by their loyal
and orderly behaviour recommend themfelves
to His Majefty’s favour, and the good opinion
of their fellow-fubjeds.

- In confirmation of what I recommend, I will
quote an authority which muft be ever dear
and refpeted by every Roman Catholic Irith-
man. Itis the Introduction of the great char-
ter of their liberties, the Preamble to the fa-
mous ftatute of the 18th of His prefent Majefty,
ch. 49. which broke the chains of the Penal
Code, under which they had long groaned, and

: P reftored

tobe guard-
ed againft,
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reftored them to the rights of freemen. It was,
I believe, drawn by that great and good man,
the late Chief Baron Burgh, and fhould be
cherifhed as the legacy and advice of a departed
friend.

¢ Whereas, by an A& made in this king-
dom, in the fecond year of Her late Majefty
Queen Anne, intituled, ¢ An Adt to prevent
¢ the further Growth of Popery;’ and alfo by
another A& made in the eighth year of the faid
reign, for explaining and amending the faid
A&, the Roman Catholics of Ireland are made
fubject to feveral difabilities and incapacities
therein particularly mentioned : and whereas,
from their uniform peaceable behaviour for a long
Jeries of yearsyit appears reafonable and expedient
to relax the fame, and it muft zend not only to
the cultivation and improvement of this kingdom,
but o the projfperity and firength of all His Ma-
jefly’s dominions, that his fubjects of all denomi-
nations fhould enjoy the blefings of our free Con-
Shitution, and fhould be bound to each other by
MUTUAL INTEREST and MUTUAL AFFECTION :
Therefore be it enacted,” &c. &c.

_Thefe principles of a liberal and cnlighténed
policy deferve to be written in letters of gold.
Roman Catholics ! you here fee the road that
leads to the accomplifhment of all your wifhes:

your
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your uniform peaceable behaviour has reftored Pesceabis
you to the rank you now hold in the ftate : a and conte-
perfeverance in an uniform peaceable behaviour *
will obtain for you every thing that now remains

to be done.

By an Union with Great Britain you will
farther acquire additional weight by uniting
with the Roman Catholics of that kingdom,
among whom you will find men“of eminence
and refpectability, whofe prudence and difcre-
tion will be of the greateft ufe to direét your
proceedings; as the irreproachable condut of
that body, in gen'cral, will, it is to be hoped,
have the moft beneficial tendency in influencing
you to follow fo laudable an'example.

Before I clofe this part of my fubje&, I would state of-
beg leave to call the moft ferious attention of f,ii;‘ﬁ; -
both Proteftants and Roman Catholics to the <™
misfortunes that have defolated the once happy
kingdom of France, and which have been all
produced by a conteft between two claffes or par-
tiess fituated, as to civil franchifes, as they now
are, with this difference, that the diftin&ions
between the claffes in France did not originate

- from reli_giqus perfuafion, as they do in Ireland.

The Noblegffe and Clergé poflefled, as the
Protefiants of Ireland, exclufive privileges to
\ P2 Coall
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all the great offices of honour, diftin&ion, and
confideration in the ftate, with one additional
privilege indeed, an exemption from certain
taxes, which they denominated ignoble; and
the Tiers Etat, or majority of the people, de-
manded eguality of rights, and eguality of bur-
dens, with as much violence as ever the Roman
Catholics called for emancipation

Their demand as to burdens appeared reafon-
able; and as there was a defici# in the public
revenue, an A4ffemblée de Notables was called
in 1788, for the purpofe, and in the hope, of
prevailing on the privileged claffes to fubmit to
an equality of taxation ; but the Nobleffe and
Clergé clung to their privilege, and formed a
factious oppofition, which ended in the diflo-
lution of the Affemblée.

The Court, difappointed of carrying the mea-
fure amicably, refolved on calling the Efass
Generauz, confifting of the Nobles, Clergé, and
Tiers Etat ; which laft was to confii of 600
members, and the two former of 300 each. This
arrangement, calculated to give a preponderancy
to the Ziers Etat, created great alarm among
the Noblefle and Clerge‘, who faw themfelves
aimed at by it, and prepared for defence. The
whole military force of the kingdem, the pro-

vincial governments, the forts and garrifons,
' were




(109 )

were all in the hands of the Nobleffe ; the dif
cipline was relaved, and the feeds of difaffetion
JSown through the army ; while the Clergé railed
and caballed agamﬂ the King and the Court.

On the meeting of the Efars, the third eftate,
confcious of their own firength, and led by
men of the firt abilities, were unbounded in
their demands ; they infifted on the Three
Chambers being united into one, andall quel~
. tions being decided by the appe/ mominal, or
majority of votes: the Efats Generaux were
converted into an Affemblée Nationale, and the
wildeft pretenfions fucceeded. Not fatisfied
with deftroying privileges, they felt themfelves
infecure if they did not abolith the privileged
orders themfelves, which foon led to the de-
firuc¢tion of the King and the overthrow of
the Government. The condu& of the Tiers
Etat thowed that great bodies of men are inca-
_ pable of gratitude ; and the King, the Nobles,
and Clergé, faw the fatal effe@s of their dif-
agreement when they became irreparable ; and
their union to countera the confequences that
threatened them all, only rendered the firuggle
more animated and more violent.

In this firuggle, not only the King and the
leaders of both parties have fallen vi¢tims, but
government, order, law, religion, and property,

have



( T1id %)

‘have been buried in one common ruin. The
fons of the revolution have fucceflively fprung
up in arms, as in the days of fable, from the
Serpent's teeth, only to defiroy each other:
the country at laft, after being deluged with
blood and exhaufted by crimes, now flies to
a Miritary Desrorism to thelter her from
the horrors produced by her New Conflitution ;
and the firuggling factions bend the knee to a
Corfican Adventurer, and implore a STATE or
sLAVERY to refcue them from the amarchy of
iﬂdqpefzdehjce and equaljty.

Such are the confequences that have refulted
from a firuggle for civil rights between two
great clafles of the people in France; and fuch
are the confequences that may moft certainly
be expelled to arife from a firuggle of the fame
kind in Ireland, if the good fenfe of both par-
tics does not derive the benefit from this ex-
ample, to unite amicably for a compromife, by
which every thing that is valuable may be ob-
tained, and every thing that is ruinous avoided,
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~ CONCLUSION.

N ATURE has, for the wifeft purpofes, im- Leveof our
planted in the heart of man a focial pafiion, for ~
mutual affiftance and general prefervation. This
paffion, as the mind enlarges and reafon.ex-
pands, extends itfelf by flow degrees, like the
gradations of an increafing feries, from the fa-

mily and the home, to the community, the
kingdom, and the ftate. But early prejudice

and local attachment fiill cling round the firfk
objets of our affeftion, and yield at laft, with
difficulty, to the voice of reafon and the public

- good.

. What now conftitutes a barony, formerly
conftituted a kingdom ; and the bickerings and
bloodfhed with which their petty contefts were
maintained, thow us the difficulty with which _
Union was accomplifhed, even when mutual
advantage rendered a jundlion of firength in-
difpenfably neceffary to the fafety of both, to
preferve them againft a common enemy.

This honeft prejudice has the firongeft power mbjca e
over the moft ignorant and uninformed minds, "
who are incapable either of refletting on remote
caufes, or judging of diftant confequences;

4 and
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and naturally expofes their unfufpecting tem-
pers to be mifled by the artful clamour of inte-
refted and defigning men.

The clamour excited againft the ‘prefcﬁt fa-
lutary meafure of an Incorporate Union has
been induftrioufly circulated, through the fila-
ments of Parliamentary influence, over coun-
ties, corporations, and boroughs: it is the old
ftory of Long live Diana of Ephefus ! The im-
preflion made by mifrepreféntation, though it
may be violent, is generally of thort duration.
It cannot fland the teft of fair inquiry, and pre-
judice muft {ubfide as reafon begins to operate.

I have avoided touching on the manifold be-
nefits that an Union with Great Britain muft
produce on the general improvement of the
wealth, ftrength, and happinefs of the king-
dom of Ireland, as this part of the fubje has
been already fo ably and fully difcuflfed. I
have, on the other hand, endeavoured to thow
the abfolute neceflity for this meafure, in order
to correét the inconveniences and dangers that
refult from the prefent defe@ive fiate of .the
political connexion between the two kingdoms;
and to prevent the diforders and calamities
that are the natural confequences of the prefent
relative fituation of the religious diftinctions

within the kingdom of Ireland.
. I con-
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1 conceive that'men may refufe their affent
to an Union on the firft ground, and balance
private intereft againft public advantage ; but
no man can reject it on the fecond, without
facrificing individual fafety and general fecurity,
-to petty and partial confiderations. .

It is however extremely defirable that the
queftion thould be moft minutely confidered ;
_truth runs no rifk from inquiry—and if-every
degree of perfonality could be thrownafide, the
arguments might be weighed on their own
merits. To fet the example, I thall here fate
every Objection I have ever heard made to an
Incorporate. Union, without any reference to
the perfons by whom they have been advanced;
and fhall annex fuch thort Anfwers as, I truft,
will carry conviétion along with them, as they
fhall be founded in facts which cannot be called
in quettion. guft

Firf# Objection. The prefent profperity of Ire-
land is owing to her independant Parliament,

Anfwer. 1f a line of demarcation is to be
drawn, the profperity of Ireland is owing, ex-
clufively, to her dependant Parliament ; for all
the benefits to her trade, including the grant
of a free trade in 1780, were acquired by the
dependant Parliament, and none that I ever

Q heard

Objeétions
to Union
an{wered.

Firft Ob-
jettion,
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heard of by her independent Parliament ; but g
mutual intercourfe under the Navigation A&,
or what is called the Re-export Trade, which,
I believe, has never produced one thoufand
pounds profit to the kingdom.

Second Objeflion. Great Britain is jealous of
the profperfty of Ireland, and propofes an
Union in order to deftray her trade and her
mdcpcndencc.

Anfwer. Ignorance alone of Britith liberty
and Britith profperity could liften to fuch a
ftupid calumny, which, in fa&, contradits it-
felf : for if Great Britain were capable of har-
bouring fuch mean and bafe views, fhe could
make the attempt only, while Treland remains,
as at prefent, in a feparate ftate. But when
Ireland becomes united with Great Britain, and
a part of the fame ftate, it is abfolutely impof-
fible for Great Britain to deftroy either the -

dependence or the trade of Ireland without be--

coming felo de fe, and defiroying her own at
the fame time. There will not be then rwo
Parliaments, as now ; there will be but one
Parliament; and one law, for every part of the
cmpu‘e

Third Objection. Britith merchants and Bri-
tith manufacturers are not more likely to fettle
in

R R R R R R R R RERRETREE=—————



( 115 )
in Ireland; nor Britith capital to be employed
there after an Union than before.

Anfwer. Circumftances may  undoubtedly
counteraét the faireft profpedts ; but an Union
has a diref tendency, if not counteracted by
unfortunate events, to. produce all the above
confequences; for, in the firft place, when
the appeal from the Irith Courts to the Britith
Parliament was taken away, the Britith, from
want of confidence; drew their money out of
Ireland.  When the appeal is reftored to their
own fupreme Court of Judicature, confidence
will return with it and when the ftate of the
country is fuch as to render it fafc for men to
venture their perfons and property; the fertile
foil of Ireland, the mild climate; cheap provi-
fions, and cheap labour, will infallibly attraél
both manufa@urers and capital : but the coun-
try muft be quiet, and otder and fubordination
to the laws are neceflary preliminaries. |

If thefe take place, capital will not be want«
ing for every poffible objet of improvement
and {peculation. To enter into a detailed ac-
count of the prefent ftate of Great Britain,
would lead me into too wide a field: but one
fimple view will be fufficient to convince the
plaineft underftanding, that the abounds with
capltal at this moment; far beyond all former

Q2 example.
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example. During the courfe of the prefent
war Great Britain has raifed, one year with
another, upwards of twenty millions every
year over and above what will be wanting for
her peace eftablithment. Her trade has, at the
fame time, been extended to an incredible de-
gree, and her manufaétures have increafed in
proportion: no enterprife has failed, no under-
taking mifcarried, for want of capital: and one
happy effect of fuch unprecedented profperity
has been, the eradicating the pirit of jealoufy
formerly entertained of Ireland; fo that at a
peace, as Great Britain will have twenty mil-

lions of furplus capital to difpofe of, there can.

be no doubt, that it would prefer fettling in
Ireland, if Ireland be quiet and under the fame
judicatare, rather than going to the Weft In-
dies, to Africa, or even to France, in queft of
employment.

If this does not happen, it will be owing to
Ireland herfelf; and the blame wﬂl belong en-
tirely to her.

Great Britain and Ireland are now like a
higher reach and a lower reach of the fame
canal : take away the lock that feparates them,
and the water will flow to a common level.

A poorer counfry has every thing to gain
from

1
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from a partnerthip with a richer; and nothing
to lofe. , 80 1

Fourth Objection. An Union will injure the
Dublin bankers. It will hurt the thop-keepers,
who live partly by letting lodgings. It will
hurt the attornies, and the lawyers, '

Anfwer. 1. The reduétion of the rateof in-
‘tereft, from 6 to 5 per cent. which will be the
confequence of an Union, will be a 1ofs to the
banker; but it will ‘be a very great advantage
to the public; as nothing contributes fo ‘much
to the increafe of ‘trade and ‘manufadtures; asa
low rate of intereft ; and even what the banker
lofes in this manner, he may be expected to do
more than gain in another, ‘from the increafed
circulation and the extenfion‘of tradé, -’

2. When the Parliament met only every fe=
cond year, Dublin was fuller, and the fociety
better, the intermediate winter that it' did not
meet. The fociety of Dublin has been hurt
by the violence of party; it will &ill be the ca-
pital of the kingdom, the feat of juftice, of lite-
rature, of elegance and amufement.  Cork,
Waterford, Limerick, Gallway, Derry, Bel-
faft, and Newry, may all contend with Dublin
for the foreign and colonial trade; but Dablin

Fourth Ob-
jeGion.

will ever retain the linen trade, and the trade S
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with Britain for home confumption; the firft
from the linen hall of Dublin being fupplied
with complete affortments of the Leinfier, as
well as Ulfter linens, which will aliways at-
tract the Englith factors; and which circums=
fiance did defeat an attempt that was made
fome years ago to transfer the linen market

from Dublin to Belfaft; and the fecond 1s a -

confequence of the firft, to which the return is
made from the London market, in articles of
confumption and luxury, for the fopply of
Dublin; and from thence conveyed by the
means of two canals, that extend to the fouth;
the weft, and north-weft extremities of the
kingdom. But the example of Edinburgh
ought moft completely to remove every appre-
henfion entertained by the inhabitants of Dub-
lin, from the effeéts of the Union; as whdtever
difference can be pointed out in-the two cafes;
will be found to be in favour of Dublin,

3. If it be true, that attormes live by pro-
perty, as property increafes, their bufinefs is
not likely to decreafe.

4. The fame may be faid of lawyers, though
it muft be admitted that they will lofe one line
of promotion which has been pretty fuccefsful ;
for if an Union takes place; a young lawyer,

who has walked the hall of the Four Courts
with

{
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with an empty bag in the morning, cannot
come down to the Houfe of Commons, and
make his fortune by roafting the Secretary:
but if, in confequence, he fhould be reduced
to the neceflity of ftudying Blackftone inftead
of Blarney, and Coke upon Littleton, inftead
of abufive declamation, A¢ might find the benefit
in the end, and his clients be no lofers.

Fifth Objection. It will encourage emigra- ;gg -
tion.

Anfiwer. The refidence of 32 Peers and 106
Commoners, for a few months, cannot greatly
affe& either Dublin or London; and the life of

Londeon is too expenfive to encourage emigra-
tion.

The emigration that hurts Ireland, is to Bath,
Cheltenham, Buxton, and Harrowgate, which
are become Irith colonies; to fay nothing of
Brighton and Tunbridge, and the thoufands of
Irith families that are now fcatiered over Wales,

watching for the moment that they can venture
to return to their native homes.

The difturbed and unfettled flate of Ireland,
is the caufe of the only cm:grahon by which
fhe can ever be injured.

So



General ob-
fervations.

( 220 ) -

So falutary are thé effeéts that Ireland has
to expect from an. Union, on: the profperity,
the fecurity, and the peace of ‘the country, that
it would have been her intereft to embrace the
propofal with'ardor, on whatever conditions
it had been made. - But here the: generofity of
Great Britain appears in the brighteft point of
view ; forfo extremely favourable are the con-
ditions to Ireland, that the oppofers of the mea-
fure in that kingdom, have chefen, in defpair
of finding room for cavil, to p {s them over in
filence, rather than eall the attention of the
public to terms which were fure of meeting
their warmeft approbation; and which wall: be
more cordially embraced, as they are better
underfiood.

The only advantage that Great Britain looks
for, 1s from the improved ftate of lIreland; in
the hope of reftoring her to vigour and health,
inftead of being, as at prefent, a difordered
member of the bedy politic ; and of faving the
conftitution from the danger of a vicious and
difeafed habit, which, if not correfted, muft
prove fatal, in the end.

* If T am afked, if I can depend on an Union

producing this happy change; I anfwer, that
an Union will not only remove the imperfec-
tions that tend to defiroy the connexion between

3 the




the two kingdoms; but that it would gradually
extinguifth the animofities and feuds between
the different bodies of the people of Ireland,
from which its diforders and troubles have
fprung. By introducing capital and indufiry,
it would give occupation to the idle and the
mifchievous; and when thefe have produced
their effe®, a firong government and a vigor-
ous execution of the laws, muft complete what
an Union will have begun, |

R - APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX.

NUMBER L

Anno Sexto Geo. T1I. Chap. 5. An At for the better
Securing the Dependency of the _Kinga’om of Ireland
upon the Crown of Great Britain.

¥ N" HEREAS the Houfe of Lords of Ireland have
of late, againft law, affumed to themfelves a power and
jurifdition to examine, corre@, apd amend the judgments
“and decrees of the Courts of Juftice in the kingdom of
Ireland: therefore, for the better fecuring of the depend-
ency of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britaifi, may
it pleafe your Moft Excellent Majefty, that it may be
declared, and be it declared by the King’s Moft Excellent
Majeity, by and with the advice and confent of the Lords
{piritual and temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Par-
liament aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, that
the faid kingdom of Ireland hath been, is, and of right
ought to be {ubordinate unto, and dependent upon the Im-
perial Crown of Great Britain, as being infeparably united
and annexed thereunto; and that the King’s Majefty, by
and with the adviee and confent of the Lords fpiritual
and temporal, and Commons of Great Britain in Parliament
affembled, had, hath, and of right ought to have, full power
and authority to make laws and ftatutes ‘of fufficient force
and validity to bind the kingdom and people of Ireland.

II. And be it further declared and ena&ed, by the autho-
rity aforefaid, that the Houfe of Lords of Ireland have not,
nor of Fight ought 10 have, any jurifdition to judge of,
affirm, or reverfe any judgment, fentence, or decree, given or

R 2 made
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made in any Court within the faid kingdom ; and that all
proceedings before the faid Houfe of Lords upon any fuch
judgment, fentence, or decree, are, and are hereby declared

to be utterly null and void, to all intents and purpofes what-
foever. '

NUMBER II.

Copy of His Majefly's Meffuge delivered to the Hozg.ﬁa of
Commons of Great Britain on the gth of April 1782.

GeorGgE R.

HIS Majefty, being concerned to find that difcontents and
jealoufies are prevailing among his loyal fubje&s in Ire-
land, upon matters of great weight and importance, earneftly
recommends to this Houfe to take the fame into their moft
ferious confideration, in order to fuch a final adjuftment as
may give mutuzal fatisfaction to both kingdoms. "

G. R.

Refolved, nemine contradicente, That an humble Addrefs
be prefented to His Majefty, to return His Majefty the
thanks of this Houfe, for his moft gracious meflage; and
to aflure His Majefty, that this Houfe, feeling with His Ma-
jefty the deepeft concern that difcontents and jealoufies
fhould have arifen among His Majefty’s loyal fubje&s in
Ireland, will, without delay, take the fame into their moft
ferious confideration, in order to fuch a final adjuftment as
may give mutual fatisfaction to both kingdoms.

| NUMBER ITI.
Copy of the Meffage to the Houfe of Lords and Commons

in Ireland, from His Grace the Lord Lieutenant; de-

livered the 1611 of April 1782,
PORTLAND.
I HAVE it in command from His Majefty to inform this

Houfe, that His Majefty, being concerned to find that dif-
contents and jealoufies, &c, &c. &c, -

NUMBE
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\ . NUMBER 1IV.

Copy of a Refolution of the Houfe of Lords i Irelund,”
Mercurii, 17° Die Aprilis, 1782.
Die Mercurii, 17° Aprilis, 1782:

RESOLVED, by the Lords {piritual and temporal in Par-
liament aflembled, Nemine diffentiente, That an humble Ad-
drefs be prefented to His Majefty, to return him our thanks
for the moft gracious Meffage fent to this Houfe by His
Majelty’s command, through the medium of His Grace the
Lord Lieutenant; and to affure himr of our moft unthaken
loyalty and attachment to His Majefty’s perfon and go-
vernment, and of the lively fenfe we entertain of his paternal
care of his people of Ireland, in thus“inquirting into the
difcontents and jealoufies that fubfift amongft them, in order
to fuch final adjufiment as may give mutual fatisfadtion to
his kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. &c. &c.

: William Watts Gayer,\ Cler.
Signed, {Edward Gayer, 4 Parliament.

NUMEBER V.

Copy of a Refolution of the Houfe of Commnions in Ireland,
Martis, 16° DieAprilis, 1782.
* Martis, 16° Die Aprilis, 1782.
RESOLVED, Thatan humble Addrefs be prefented to
His Majefty, toreturn His Majelty the thanks of this Houfe
for his moft gracious Meflage to this Houle, fignified by His
Grace the Lord Lieutenant; to aflure His Majefty of our
unfhaken attachment to His Majefty’s perfon and govern-
ment, and of our lively fenfe of his paternal care, in thus
taking the Jead to adminifter content to His Majelty’s {ub-
je&ts of lreland; ‘that, thus encouraged by his royal interpo-
fition, we fhall beg leave, with all duty and affection, to lay
before His®Majefty the caufes of our dilcontents and jea-
loufies; to.affure His Majefty, that his fubjes of Ireland
are a free people ; that the Crown of Ireland is an imperial
Crown,_infeparably annexed to the Crown of Great Bri-
tainjwon which connexion, the interefts and happinefs of

both
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both nations effentially depend; but that the kingdom of
Freland is a diftin& kingdom, with a Parliament of her owny.
the fole legiflature thercof;; that there is no body of men.
ecompeient to make laws to bind this nation; except the
King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland, nor any other Parlia-
ment which hath any authority or power of any fort what-
foever in this country, fave only the Parliament of Ireland :
"To affure His Majelty, that we humbly conceive, thatin this
zight the very effence of our liberties exifted; a right which
we, on the part of all the people of Ireland, do claim as
their birthright, and which we cannot yield but with our
lives: To affure His Majefty, that we have feen with con-
cern, certain claims advanced by the Parliament of Great
Britain, in an A& intituled, ¢ An A& for the better fecur-
ing the Dependency of lIreland;” an A&t containing mat-
ter entirely irreconcilable to the fundamental rights of this
nation ; that we confider this A&, and the claims it advances,
10 be the great and principal caufe of the difcontents and
jealoufies in this kingdom: To affure His Majefty, that
His Majefty’s Commons of Ireland do moft fincerely wifh,
that all Bills which become law in Ireland fhould receive
the approbation of His Majefty, under the Seal of Great
Britain; but that yet we doconfider the pradice of fupprefl-
ing our Bills in the Council of Ireland, or altering the
fame any where, to be another juft caufe of difcontent and
jealoufy: To aflure His Majefty, that an A&, intituled,
¢ An A& for the better Accommodation of His Majefty’s
Forces,” being unlimited in duration, and defective in other
inftances, but paffed in that fhape from the particular cir-
cumftances of the times, isanother juft caufe of difcontent
and jealoufy in this kingdom : That we have fubmitted thefe
the principal caufes of the prefent difcontent and jealouly in
Ireland, and remain in humble expellation of redrefs; that
we have the greateft reliance on His Majefty’s wifdom, the
moft fanguine expetations from his virtuous choice of a
Chief Governor, and great confidence in the wife, aufpi-
cious, and conftitutional councils which we fee, with fatif-
fadtion, His Majefty has adopted ; that we have moreover a
high fenfe and veneration for the Britifh charadter, and do
therefore conceive, that the proceedings of this country,
founded as they were in right, and tempered by daty, mult
have excited thie approbation and efteem, inftead of wound-

ing the pride of the Britifh nation; and we beg leave to
affure
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affure His Majefty, that we are the more confirmed in this

hope, inalmuch as the people of this kingdom have never
exprefied a defire to fhare the freedom of England, without
declaring a determination to fhare her fate likewife, {tanding
and falling with the Britith nation,

(Signed) Thos. Ellis, Cler. Parl. Dom. Com.

[ Thefe two Addrefles Nos. IV. and V. wer

Mt Secretary Fox to the Britith Houfe
May 1, 1782.]

e prefented by
of Commons,

NUMBER VI.

Brutifk Houfe of Commons, May 17, 1782.
ORDERED, That the feveral
to the Houfe by Mr. Secretary
inftant May,
Houofe.

Mr. Powys reported from the faid Committee the fol.
lowing Refolutions, which the Committee had dire&ed him
to report to the Houfe, viz,

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that
an A&, made in the fixth year of ‘the reign of His late Ma-
jelty King George L. intituled, ¢ An A& for the better fo.
curing the Dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the
Crown of Great Britain,” ought to be repealed.

Refolved; That it istheopinion of this Committee, that it
is indifpenfable to the interefts and happinefs of both .king-

doms, that the connexion between them fhould be efta-
blithed, by mutua] confent,

upon a folid and permanent
bafis.

The faid Refolutions being feverally yead a fecond time,
were, upon the queftion feverally put thereupon, agreed to
by the Houfe, nemine contradicente.,

Ordered,. That leave be given to bring in a Bill for re-
pealing an A&, made in the fixth year of the reign of His
late Majefty King George L. intituled, < An A& for the
better fecuring the Dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland
upon the Crown of Great Britajn :” Anpd that Mr. Secreta
Fox, Mr. Thomas Pitt, Mr. Powys, and Lord John Ca-
vendifh, do prepare and bring in the fame,

papers which were prefented
Fox, upon the 1ft day of this
be referred to a Committee of the whole

Refolved,_
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Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His
Majefty, that His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to take
fuch meafures as His Majefly in his Royal wifdom fhall
think moft conducive to the eftablifhing, by mutual confent,
the connexion between this kingdom and the kingdom of
Ireland, upon a folid and permanent bafis. '

May 22, 1482. ' dalT
Mr. Secretary Fox reported to the Houfe, that His Ma-
jefty had been attended with the Addrefs'of this Houfe of
Friday laft, which His Majefty had been pleafed to receive
very gracioufly; and that His Majefty had commanded
bim to acquaint this Houfe, that:he ‘will immediately take
fuch meafures as may be moft likely to conduce to the efta-
blifhment of a connexion between this kingdom and the
kingdom of Ireland, upon 2 folid and permanent bafis.

NUMBER VIL
Journals of the Houfe of Commons of Ireland,

ey 2y, 1582. :
. THE Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Fitzpatrick pre-
fented to the Houfe, by worder of His Grace the Lord Lieu-
tenant, | : '

Refolutions and Addrefs of the Lords fpiritual and tem-
poral of Great Britain, relating to Ireland, the 17th of May
1782. : . {199

Votes of the Houfe of Commons of Great Britain, relat-

ingto Ireland, dated the 17th day of May 1782.

Read, and ordered to lie on the table.
Thée Right Honourable Mr. Fitzpatrick informed the

Haufe, that His Majefty had been pleafed to return a moft

gracious Anfwer to the Addrefs of this Houfe of the 16th of
April—which is as follows:

-.‘Gﬁ'ons_}: R:
- His Majefty receives with pleafure the affurances of the
Houfe of Commons of Ireland, of their unfhaken attach-
ment to his perfon and family. e

It gives His Majefty the higheft fatisfallion to obferge,
1 that
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that in their opinion, in which His Majefty perfe&tly con-
curs, the conftitutional connexion between Great Britain and
Ireland is eflential to the interefts and happinefs of both
nations ; and that it is the determination of his people of Ire-
land to fhare the fate of, and to ftand and fall with the Britifh
nation.

His Majefty conceives that thefe principles cannot fail to
contribute to the accomplifhment of his earneft defire to re-
move all caufes of difcontent and jealoufy; with that view
His Majefty has recommended this weighty and important
fubjett to the confideration of his Parliaments of both king-
doms, trufting that their united wifdom will fuggeft fuch
meafures as may terminate in a final adjuftment to their
mutual fatisfaction.

With the fame view His Majefty intends forthwith to
communitate to the Lords and Commons of Great Britain,
the Addreffes of the Lords and Commons of Ireland(.} W

NUMBER VIIIL.
ApDRESS 1IN ANswER, May 28, 1782.

To the King’s Mo/t Excellent Majefty.

The humble Addrefs of the Knights, Citizens and
Burgeffes, in Parliament affembled.

MosT GrAC10Us SOVEREIGN,

WE your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje@s, the
Commons of Ireland in Parliament affembled, beg leave to
affure your Majefty of our unfeigned affe@ion to your royal
perfon and government ; and that we feel moft fenfibly the
attention which our reprefentations have received from the
magnanimity of your Majefty, and the wifdom of the Par-
liament of Great Britain.

We affure your Majefty, that we conceive the Refolution
for an unqualified, unconditional repeal of the 6th of Geo. I.
to be a meafure of confummate wifdom and juftice, fuitable
to the dignity and eminence of both nations, exalting the
character of both, and furnifhing a perpetual pledge of mu-
tual amity. ;

. < We
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We aflure your Majefty, that we are fenfibly aﬁ'e&etib‘;*

your virtuous determination to accede to the wifhes of your
faithful people, and to exercife your royal prerogative in a
manner moft conducive to their welfare; and. accordingly
we fhall immediately prepare bills to carry into execution
the defires of your Majefty’'s people and your own moft be-
nevolent purpofes. 3

Gratified in thofe particulars, we do affure your Majefty
that no conftitutional queftion between the two nations will
any longer exift, which can interrupt their harmony; and
that Great Britain, as fhe has approved of our firmnefs, fo
may fhe rely on our affe@ion.

We remember and do repeat our determination to ftand
and fall with the Britith nation. '

We perceive with pleafure the magnanimity of your Ma-
jefty difclaims the little policy of making a bargain with
your people; and feeling with pride the confidence your Ma-
jefty repofes in the good faith, generofity, and honour of the
Irith nation, we anfwer with all' humility, that your Ma-
jelty entertains a juft fenfe of our chara&ter. Common in-
tereft, perpetual connexion, the recent-tondu& of Great
Britain, a native affeGion to the Britith name and nation,
together with the conftitution which we have recovered, and
the high reputation, which we poffefs, muft ever decide the
wifhes as well as the intereft of Ireland to perpetuate the
harmony, ftability, and glory of the empire.

We aflure your Majefty, that we learn with fingular fa-
tisfaction the account of your brilliant fuccefles in the Eaft
and Weit Indies, gratified at one and the fame inftant in-our
dearelt wilhes, the freedom of Ircland, and glory of Great
Britain,

We cannot omit exprefling our gratitude to your Majefty,
for appointing the Duke of Portland to the government of
this kingdom.  We are convinced his reprefentations were
faithful, vigorous, and beneficial. -

We are acquainted with his charaQer, and, rclying on his
upright and frugal adminiftration, make no doubt that a free
people and an uncorrupt Parliament will unite to give a con-
flitutienal Chief Governor decided fupport.

"~ We have prefumed to lay before your Majefty our ge-
nuine {fentimeuts on the change of ourfituation. Your Ma-
jefty will receive them as the yoluntary, unftipulated tribute
of ®free and grateful people.

: NUMBER
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e NUMBER: 1X.

Hz:r Mjey?y s Anfwer, prefented by Mr. Secrefm)
Fitzpatrick, June 13, 1782.

GeorGE R.

" HIS Majefty has received with the moft fincere fatif-
fa&ion the dutiful and loyal Addrefs of his Houfe of Com- -
mons of Treland. His Majelty affures his faithful Commons
of his affetionate acceptance of their grateful acknowledg-
ments for the attention which His Majefty and the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain have fhown to their reprefentations,
and which they fo jufltly confider as furnifhing a perpetual
pledge of mutual amity.

The declarations of the Houfe of Commons, that no
conftitutional que[’uon between the two nations will any.
Jonger exift, that can interrupt their harmony, and that Great
Britain may rely on their affe&tions, are very pleafing to His
Majelty. .

His ’\/Iajeﬂy is fully convinced, by their prefent profeflions
of entire fatisfa&ion and dutlful attachment, that His Ma-
jelty always entertained a jult fenfe of their charaller; the
zeal which they have thown to perpetuate the harmony, and
their determinations to uphold the glory of the empire,
juftify His Majelty for having, on his part, given the moft
unequivocal proofs of hisroyal confidence in the honour and

good faith of the Irifh nation.
' G.R.

NUMBER X.

Copy of an Addrefs of Thanks to His Grace the Lord
Lieutenant, May 25, 1782.

To His Grace William Henry, Duke of Portland,
Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of
Ireland.

The humble Adddrefs of the Knights, Citizens, and

. Burgeffes, in Parliament affembled.
May it pleafe your Grace,

WE, His Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjec'ts, the
Commons of Ireland in Pasliament affembled, beg leave to

o S 2 exprefs
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exprefs our molt unfeigned acknowledgments for your ex-
cellent fpeech from the throne; and we do befesch your
Grace to be affured, that thefe are not the trite expreflions of
mere formal duty, but the pure effulions of genuine gratitude
from a free people to a Chief Governor who has announced
from the throne the ratification of their freedom. Defcended
from a line of conftitutional anceftors, inheriting their prin~
ciples with their blood, the appointment of your Grace to
the government of this country, was an earneft given by a
beneficent Prince, of thafe gracious intentions which he has
fince fo fully manifefted to his people; and amidit the entire
fatisfation which we experience from the important inform-
ation which your Grace has been pleafed to communicate, we
cannot but rejoice that the name of Bentinck, fo intimately
connected with the great zra of Britifh liberty, will be
handed down to the lateft pofterity, infeparably blended with
the full and perfeét eftablithment of the conftitution of Ire.
land, And we have the beft founded expe&tations that a
Nobleman, in whofe virtues both countries have the julteft
confidence, will for ever cement thofe friendly and affec-
tionate difpofitions, which it is our earneft wifh fhould at all
times mutually continue between the two countries,

Copy of His Grace the Duke of Portland’s Anfwer,
May 30, 1782,

GENTLEMEN,

I return you my moft fincere thanks for your kind and
affeGtionate Addrefs, and receive with lingular pleafure your
animated and honourable expreffions of gratitude and entire
fatisfadtion, arifing from thofe declarations which the benign
wildom of His Majefly and the Britith Parliament has
enabled me ta make from the throne. I fhall think myfelf
fortunate indeed, if the period of my adminiftratien of this
country fhall prove the zra of reciprocal and infeparable
affe&tion between Great Britain and Ireland; an =ra facred
to every friend, as it is formidable to every enemy, of the
Britifh empire,

NUMBER
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NUMBER XI.
22 Geo. IlI. Cap. 53.

An A& to repeal an A&, made in the fixth Year of ihe
Reign of His late Muajefly Kmg George the Iirf,
intituled « An AG for the better fecuring the De-
pendency of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown
of Great Britain.”

WHEREAS an A& was pafled in the fixth year of the
reign of Hislate Majefty King George the Firfl, intituled, “An
A& for the better fecuring the Dependency of the Kingdom
of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain;” may it pleafe
your Moft Excellent Majefty that it may be enalted; and
be it ena&ed by the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, by and
with the advice and confent of the Lords fpiritual and tem-
poral, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled,
and by the authority of the fame, that from and after the
pafing of this AQ, the above-mentioned A&, and the feveral
matters and things therein contained, fhall be, and is and
are hereby repealed.

et ——

NUMBER XII.
23 Geo, IIT. Cap. 28.

An A& for removing and preventing all Doubts whick
have arifen, or might arife, concerning the exclufive
Rights of the Parliament and Courts of Ireland, in
Matters of Legiflation and Judicature: and for pre-
wenting any Writ of Error or Appeal from any of
His Majefly's Courts in that Kingdom from being re-
reived, heard, and adjudged, in any of His Maje/ly’s
Courts in the Kingdom of Great Britain.
WHEREAS,; by an A& of the laft Seffion of this prefent

Parliament, intituled, ¢ An At to repeal an A&, made in the

fixth year of the Reign of His late Majefty King George the

Firft, intituled, ¢An A& for thebetter fecuring the Depend-

¢ ency of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of Great

¢ Britain,” it was enacted, that the faid lafi-mentioned A&,

and all matters and things therein contained, fhould be re-

ealed: and whereas doubts have arifen whether the provi-
tions.of the faid A& are fufficient to fecure to the people of
Izeland
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Ireland the rights claimed them to be bound only by
laws ena&ed by His Majefty and the Parliament of that
kingdom, in all cafes whatever, and to have all attions and
fuits at law or in equity, which may be inftituted in that
kingdom, decided in His Majefty’s Courts therein, finally,
and without appeal from thence : therefore, for removing
all doubts refpecting the fame, may it pleale your Majefty
that it may be declared and enacted; and be it declared and
enacted by the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, by and with
the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and %‘empoml,
and Commons, in this prefent Parliament.aflembled, and by
the authority of the fame, that the faid right claimed,by the
people of Ireland to be bound only by lawsenacted by His
Majefty and the Parliament of that kingdom, in all cafes -
whatever, and to have all aflions and fuits at law or in
equity, which may be inftituted in that kingdom, decided in
His Majefty’s Courts therein finally, and without appeal
from thence, fhall be, and it is hereby declared to be efta-
blithed and afcertained for ever, and fhall, at no time here-
after, be queftioned or queftionable. ' :

II. And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid,
that no Writ of Error or-Appeal fhall be received or ad-
judged, or any other proceeding be hiad by or in any of His
Majefty’s Courts in this kingdom, in any aion or {uit at
law or in equity, inftituted sin any of His Majefty’s Courts
in the kingdom of Ireland ; and that all fuch writs, appeals,
or proceedings, fhall be, and they are hereby declared null
and void to all intents and purpofes ; and that all records,
tranfcripts of records or proceedings, which have been tranf-
mitted from Ireland to Great Britain, by virtue of any Writ
of Error er Appeal, and upon which no judgment has been’
given or decree pronounced before the firlt day of June, one
thoufand feven hundred and eighty-two, fhall, upon appli-
cation made by or in behalf of the party in whofe favour
judgment was given, or decree pronounced, in Ireland, be
delivered to fuch party, or any perfon by him authorized to
apply fox.and reccive the fame,

NUMBER
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NUMBER  XIII.
Duke of Portland’s Correfpondence.
No. 1.

Dublin Cafle, Gth May 178

From the Duke Portland, Lord Licutenant of Ireland, 2 Lird
Shelburne, Secretary of State.

My Lorbp,

THE confidence I find repofed in me is certainly ex-
tremely flattering—TI will mect it as it deferves, by conti-
nuing to write without any referve.

Under the impreflion of the unavoidable neceflity of con-
ceding all the points required, for the fake of deriving any
real advantage from the poffeflion of this country, I do re-
commend that pofitive aflurances be given that the alter-
ation of the Mutiny Bill and the modification of Poyning’s
Law, fhall be conceded to them-in the form required bw
their Addrefs ; that the 6th of George the Firft thall be re-
pealed, and that Writs of Error fhail no longer be reccived
by our Court of King’s Bench ; but that, as Great Britain,
by thefe conceffions, is deﬁrous not only of ﬁ.nsf) ing the
expectations of the Irith upon all conftitutional pomts, but
of preventing every poflible fource of future jealoufy and
difcontent, fhe does not' doubt of receiving an unequivocal
teftimony of a correfponding difpofition on the part of Ire-
land, and is perfuaded that the Parliament of this country
will co-operate in the moft effeual method, either with the
King’s confidential fervants, or with commiflioners appointed
by the Parliament of Great Britain, or through the medium
of the Chief Goyernor of this kingdom, to fettle the precife
limits of that independence which is required, the confider-
ation that fhould be given for the prote&ion expeéted, and
the fhare it would be proper for them to contribute towards
the general fupport of the empire, in purfuance of the decla-
ration contained in the concluding paragraph of their own
Addrefs,—The regulation of their trade is a fubje& which,
I think, would very properly make a part of the treaty,
and which, from the diffatisfa&ion exprelfed by many com-
mercial pcrfons at the delufive advantages of the Free Trade,
would be a very fit and neceflary fubject for difcufion. I

need
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need not inform your Lordfhip that they will find precedents
in the firft volume of the Journals of ‘their own Houfe of
Commons, of committees or agents being fent to England
to reprefent their grievances and obtain redrefs.

As every letter your Lordfhip has received from me has
progreflively reduced the hopes I firft held out to you, it
will be natural for you to expe& that 1 fhould affign a reafon
for fuppofing that the plan which I have fubmitted to you
will accomplifh the event we defire. All 1 can fay is, that,
in my apprchenfion, it onght to accomplifh that event. In
my apprehenfion, propofals, fuch as 1 have ftated, cannot
be refifted in Parliament with any effe@. ‘They fo directly
correfpend with the wifthes of the public, that I conceive
- that no artifice could induce them to fupport an oppofition to
them ; the refufal to accede to them, or to appoint commif-
fioners for a Final Adjuftment, on the grounds of their own
Addrefs, when they fhould be affured that perfons were
properly authorized for that purpofe, would be fuch an in-
dication of finifter defigns as would warrant your dire&tions
to me to throw up the government, and to leave them to
that fate which their folly and treachery fhould deferve. If
fuch fhould be the fentiments of the King’s fervants, after
ufing every endeavour to bring them to a true fenfe of their
condition, and of the confequences of fuch a refufal, I
fhould hefitate as little to order the yacht, and to leave them
to be the viftims of their own infanity, as 1 fhould to fay
that it would be ufelefs to attempt to coerce them, and that
the country upon fuch terms would not be worth poflefling.

dSuffer me, my Lord, once more to repeat my moft earne(t
inftances for a fpeedy determination. There are paflages in
the two laft letters T had the honour of receiving from you
which make me think that there. is little or no difference in
our opinions upon this unhappy fubje& ; and let me add,
that unlels negotiation can be entered in to with perfons pro-
perly authorized by the Parliament of this country, and that
the object is to go fairly to the bottom of the bufinefs, and
to form a new {yllem of relation between the two countries,
upon the bafis of their mutual interefts, the chara@er of the
prefent Adminifiration will be loft, and the Englith Govern-
ment mult be prepared to renounce all preteniions to refpeét
o: influence in this country. I am, &ec. &e.

(Signed) . PORTLAND.
2 No.

o N
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No. 2.
To Mr. .
Dublin Cafile, Sunday Morning.
Sir, 26th May 1782.

I thould be very glad to hear that Lord Charlemont was
inclined to accede to any part, or even to the idea of fuch
a plan, as you have been fo obliging as to communicate to
me. I fhould confider it as a material {tep to that {ituation
in which I am fure it is the intereft of both kingdoms to be
placed ; being convinced, that whateveris moft likea UNION
1s the moft probable bond of connexion to reftore and perpe-
tuate the harmony and profperity of the two countries.

I am, with great refpe& and regard, Sir,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,

(Signed) PORTLAND.

No. 3.

Extralf of a Letter from the Marquis of Rockingham to the
Duke of Portland, dated Wimbledon, 25th May 1782.

The effential ‘points on the part of Ireland now acceded
to, will, I truft, eftablith a perfc& cordiality between the
two countries ; and as there can no longer exift any grounds
of conteft or jealoufy on matters sf right between the coun-
tries, .the only obje& of both will be, how finally ta arrange,
Jettle, and adjuf? all matters whereby THE UNION OF POWER,

STRENGTH, AND MUTUAL AND RECIPROCAL A N-
TAGE may be be{i permanently fixed.
- I obferve in Lord Shelburne’s letter to your Grace, dated
18th May, he ftates more reluance to the idea of Com-
miffioners than ‘I fhould judge to be a general opinion of
His Majefty’s Servants; the meafure may be a doubtful
one; but if it appeared to be the inclination among the
leaiiiing gentlemen of Ireland, I fhould think good would
enfue.

3 ‘ No. 4.

Extraéi of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to the Earl of
- Shelburne, dated Dublin Cafile, 5th Fune 1732.

I have now ftated to your Lordfhip every matter that I can
think likely to come before Parliament, and have further to
£ T add,
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add, that the defire which is generally and emphatically ex-
prefled for a{peedy conclufion of this Seffion, will very for-
cibly tend to unite Gentlemen in difcountenancing any at-
tempt to bring on queftions of any fort at this feafon of the
year. I prefume your Lordthip will be of opinion, that it
is not defirable to oppofe the withes of this country refpeét-
ing as early a Prorogation as the bufinefs before them will
admit. Nor indeed am I difinclined to recommend it ; for
the paflions of this pation do not appear to me as yet to have
fufficiently fubfided to let the gratitude which is felt pafs
quietly and confidentially through that channel which can
alone dire&t it to the reciprocal advantages of both king-
doms. : ' '

There is no doubt of Government being able to ftop any
mifchief ; but I cannot fo readily take upon me to anfwer
for the immediate attainment of the benefits which the libe-
rality of Great Britain entitles her to expe&. Unlefs,
therefore, one very great meafure, which I will make the {ub-
ject of a feparate letter, can be obtained, I fubmit to your
Lordfhip the propriety of coinciding in the withes of the
Parliament, by putting an end to the prefent Seflion, as foon
as may be after the return of the Bills from England,

No. s,
From the Duke of Portland to the Earl of Shelburne.,
My Lorp, Dublin Cafile, 6th Fune 1782.

The meafure which T ftated to your Lordthip in my letter
of laft night, as a fufficient inducement for deferring the pro-
rogation of Parliament, is of fo delicate a nature, and re-

uires fo much fecrecy and management, that I think it un-
advifable to truft the communication of it to any hand but
my own; and as it is poflible that the event may not juftify
the hopes [ entertain, it would perhaps be mare prudent to
withhold the intelligence which I am now about to give you,
until I could tran{mit the plan properly authenticated, for the
confideration of your Lordfhip, and the reft of the King’s
confidential fervants. - However, as I feel that 1 have a right
to take credit for my endeavours, and that the Minifters in
England et}ually partake of my refponfibility in the admi-

niftration of the affairs of this country, I am as anxious ttl:;at
hey
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they fhould fhate aniy merit that can be derived from bur joint
condud, as that they {hould be liable to any blame to which
the adoption of ill-advifed or inconfiderate meafures may ex-
pofe them. [ fhall therefore acquaint your Lordfhip, that
I have reafon to hope that 1 may be fhortly enabled to lay
before you the fketch or outlines of an A& of Parliament to
be adopted by the legiflatures of the refpeétive kingdoms ;
by which the fuperintending power and {upremacy ot Great
Britain, in all matters of ftate and general commerce, will
be virtually and effectually acknowledged ; that a fhare of
the expenfe in carrying on a defenfive or offenfive war, eithér
in fupport of our own dominions, or thofe of our allies,
fhall be borne by Ireland in proportion to the afual ftate of
her abilities ; and that fhe will adopt every fuch regulation
as may be judged neceflary by Great Britain, for the better
ordering and fecuring her trade and commerce with foreign
nations, or her own colonies and dependencies, confidera-
tion being duly had to the circumftances of this country. I
am flattered with the expe&ation of receiving the moft pofi-
tive affurances from — — — — — o — _
of their fupport in carrying fuch a Bill through both Houfes
of Parliament ; and in cafe fuch an objeét could be ob-

tained, I fhould prefume. that it would be very advifable to
~ trefpafs upon the patience of this country to bring it to per-
feQtion, evenin the prefent moment. Your Lordfhip may
depend upon the earlieft account of my fuccefs and progrefs
in this bufinefs.

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c.

(Signed) PORTLAND.

No. 6.
£irom Lord Shelburne to the Duke of Paitland.

Shelburne Houfe, Sunday, Funé 95
My Lorp, Twelve o’Clock at Nion, . .

In the very inftant of the departure of the meflenger with

the difpatches accompanying this letter, I have the honour
to receive your Grace’s of the 5th and 6th,

The contents of the letter are too important to hefitate
about detaining him, while I affure your Grace of the fa-
tisfation I know your letter will give the King. 1 have

¢ T % Jived
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iived in the moft anxious expe@ation of fome fuch meafire
offering itfelf. Nothing prevented my prefling it in this
difpatch, except, having repeatedly ftated the juft expe@ations
of this country, I was apprehenfive of giving that the air
of demand which would be better left to a fpirit of volun-
tary juftice, gratitude, and forefight. I gave your Grace
confidence for watching the temper of thofe you had to deal
with, and cannot exprefs the pleafure it gives me to find that
confidence juftified. Bargainsand compaéts may accomplith
little objefts——great ends muft be obtained by a nobler and
more generous policy. No matter who has the merit, let the
two kingdoms be one, which can only be by Ireland now ac-
knowledging the fuperintending power and fupremacy to be
where Nature has placed it in precife and unambiguous terms.
I am fure I need not inculcate to your Grace the import-
ance of words in an aét which muft decide on the happinefs
of ages, particularly in what regards contribution and trade,
{ubjelts moft likely to come inte frequent queftion. Your
Grace will have every merit I can give you. I have only to
aflure your Grace of every fupport neceffary to carry this
meafure, and of the moft confidential return to every com-
munication you think the public fervice may require.

I entirely agree in your Grace’s reafons for putting as
fpeedy an end as poffible to the prefent Seflions, unlefs the
meafure you have in contemplation can be obtained.

The King is at Windfor, and every one elfe out of town ;
I therefore only write the fentiments of .

Your Grace’s faithful fervant,
SHELBURNE.

No. 3.

Extralt of a Letter from the Duke of Portland, Lord Lieute-
tenant of Ireland, to the Earl of Shelburne ; dated Dublin

Caflle, 22d Fune 1782,

The difappointment and mortification I fuffer by the un-
expeéted change in thofe difpofitions which had authorized
me to-entertain the hopes I had perhaps too fanguinely ex-
prefled in the letter which I had the honour of writing to
your Lordfhip, the 6th inftant, muft not prevent my ac-
quainting you, that for the prefent thofe expe&ations muit
be given up, I truft, and am inclined to flatter myfelf they

are only fufpended, and that they will be revived when the
4 tempes
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temper of this country {hall have recovered its fone, and ac-
quired that degree of compofure which muft give it the
firmnefs neceflary for effe@uating fo wife and falutary a mea-
furee. Mr. F will have informed your Lordfhip of
fome very unpleafant circumftances which were likely to
have happened a very few days before the Adjournment, the
traces of which are ftrongly marked in the Addrefs from the
Leinfter Volunteers, which I have this day the honour of
tran{mitting to you, but which, 1 think, are to be attri-
buted to a fufpicion of the poflible effet of a negotiation.
By the account of the events of thofe three or four days, and
of the timidity and jealoufy of the firft penple in this coun-
try, it is clear to my apprehenfion, that any injudicious or
offenfive meafure may be prevented, but that any attempt
to conciliate the minds of this nation to any fuch .meafure as
I intimated the hope of, would at this moment be delufive

and impoflible.

THE EXND.
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