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I OPENED your pamphlet with no fmall
degree of intereft, and with Iﬁuch prepofieflion i
its favour. In ‘an addrefs to his Catholic bre. 7
thren, profefling to be ¢ an eftimate of French
invafion, of civil wars, and of flavery,” comiag
from a gentleman of a liberal and dignified pm-
feflion, who has, I underftand, a confiderable ftake
in the country, at a period fo awful as the pre~
fent, when all topics that can poffibly produce
animofities, heart-burnings, and irritations, fhould
be fo fcrupuloufly avoided, I did, I confefs, ex-
pect to find the purc fentiments of generous loy-

& alty,
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alty, unalloyed by the bitternefs of religious zeal,
divefted of party fpirit, unmixed with dangerous
allufions to whatever ‘would roufe the fad recol-

lettion of our paft misfortunes, and, above all,

free from every thing that could induce the flight-

eft fufpicion of the views, the motives, or the
objedts_of the author, cither for himfelf or for his
brethren. I am | forry to fay, that thefe expec-
tations have been difappointed, and that your ad-
vice, excellent, I am happy to admit, in many
particulars, is fo replete - with ’dangérous mifre.
profentations, fo bold 4n unfounded affertions, (o
abundant in. calumnics; (pardon the exprefiion)
of great bodies of loyal men, as well as of indi-
widuals, of the living and of the dead, of the
~moft cxalted by their- ftations and their virtues,
Aumndparing even of royalty itfelf, that te fuffer it
to pafs without animadverfion, even at: this cri-
tical period, inaufpicious as it is to political dif-
cuflion, would be in fome meafure to affix the
gca._l_ of undifputed truth .upon a publication, which,.
Ldo mot hefitate to pronounce, a libel as un-

founded
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founded as it is unwife, upon a moft 'loyal: éig.
nified and virtuous part of the Irith people. In
an addrefs from an anonymous author, you have
a right, Sir, -to expef that he fhould abftain
from -all perfonal obfervations; - in what I fhall
fay,” T fhall beg of you to confider me as ob.
ferving folely upon the work, and not upon the
author; with your perfonal motives. and obj-e&'s
I have nothing to do, indeed it muft be allow-
ed that to a great. degree they miuft be ‘praifc::-
worthy : but, as ‘a member” of a party, I fhall
think I have a fair right to confider you, and fo
you hold yourfelf out. in almoft every page, “as
aftuated by the refentments, or to ufe your own
ﬂrongcr words, ¢ keenly -fceling and f{ympathi-
fing with the fufferings of your brethren,”” and
as f{limulated by other motives than the mere
prefervation of our prefent invaluable conftitu-
tion. As to mylelf, my ﬁtu.ation,. or my private
views, | unimportant as they are to you and to
the public, I' fhall only fay, that I am as inde
pendcnt in ftation, as unconne@ed’ with pow-
o g L 2 erful
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erful - men,-as uninterefted - in fupporting political
abufes | or‘dcfc&s, and as free from the tram.
mels of party as you profefs yourflelf to be,
I am, I confefs, a Proteftant, I glory in profef-
fing, and I hope I practice the tenets of a pure
and tolerant religion, under whofe mild- influence
the Britifh conftitution has acquired moft of what it
poflefles of genuine liberty; but like yourfelf, I
am an Irifhman, living among my Catholic fel-
low-fubjeéts as brethren, and happy in their full
enjoyment of all the fubftantial benefits of our un-
rivalled form of government. In one refpe&, in.
détd, Sir, we materially differ; T do not, like
you, look ¢ without the leaft mixture of folici.
tude, upon the interefts of England and of France,
farther than’ as thofe countries affet our profperity

and independence.” 1 confefs 1 look upon Eng-
land and Ireland as one country, and I have ever
confidered them, even before the Union, as com-
Pletely identified in all their interefts, and my
fentiments, Sir, flow from an honeft and unbiaf
fed furvey of the  common interefls,” not of the

Proteftant
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Proteftant part :of fmy' fellow-fubjects, but of all
the inhabitants of thefe iflands; and I look upon
the great ftruggle in which we are engaged, as
involving the independence and profperity, mot
merely of your religion or of mine, but. of the
whole Britith empire, the exiftence of the nobleft
people in the world, the triumph or the. fall of

liberty, of civilization, and of religion itfelf.

With fuch fentiments, Sir,. at fach a crifis, and
in fuch a caufe, it was not without keen regret
that I found in your animating addrefs to your
Catholic brethren, a mixture of fuch ingredients
as muft render its effe@s at leaft extremely doubt-
ful, upon their untutored minds, and muft furely
caufe much diffatisfattion among your Protefltant

fellow-fubje&s, as well as dangerous fufpicions of

the ultimate views of your body.

If it was wife to recur to the hiftory of paft
times, to recal to recolleition the ¢ reftraints pri-
vations and rea/ grievances” under which the

(fajtho]ics fo-long' laboured, a topic which I fhould
think
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think kad better been avoided; the delicate ﬁlB-
je& fhould at leaft have been handled with a {tri&
adherence to moderation and impartiality. I fhall
not, Sir, imitating your error, enter upon that
fubje@, a fubje& upon which however the wifeft
ftatefman differ : but I fhall remark, that it was
not fair to attribute your liberation from your
former ftate of abafement folely to your own
“ wifdom and unbroken energies.” It would
have been more conducive to a cordial union with
your Proteftant brethren, as well as more agree-
able to truth, to have fhared the praife with
the tolerant and patriotic fentiments which anie”
mated fucceflive Irith Parliaments gradually to re-
move the gricvances impofed upon you, at an
#ra of the moft violent, political, as well as re-
kigious feuds that ever divided a nation. It would
have been more juft, if, even at this portentous
moment,  the vices and errors of our former rulers
are mot -to be extenuated;” to have given them
their due fhare of praife, for having themfelves
correfted almoft all the vices, and atonmed for al-

moft




®
moft all the errors of which -you had formerly.2

right to cemplain.

In recalling to the recolle&tion of your Catholic
brethren the gallant atchievements of their ancef-
tors, I do not blame you for fome facrifices of
hiftoric truth, to, what you may perhaps confider,
political expediency ; but I muft deny the expedi-
ency of branding with the epithet of DUTCH
INVADER, the memory of the illuftrious William,
I muft difpute the prudence as well as the truth
of giving the exclufive praife of loyalty to the fup-
porters of the tyrant James. The term Invader
muft at this time be ufed and conftrued by us all
in the worft fenfe, as implying rapine and murder,
as threatening the deftruction of all that is dear
and valuable in civil fociety. In this fenfe, Sir,
you are not to be told that William was no in-
vader—he was the chofen fovércign of the Britifh
nation—he was feleted by that glorious people
as the man beft fitted by his cohncxfon with the

depofcd family, and by his perfonal charadter, to
| fill
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fill the throne of thefe realms; as King of Great
Britain, he was by our conftitution King of Ire-
land alfo; and he landed in this country, not a
Dutch Invader, but the lawful Monareh of the
Britifb Iflands—not to fubvert our laws or con-
fticution, but to place them on a foundation,
whereon I truft they will reft for ever. To that
great prince, all loyal fubjeds, (Catholics, pefmit
me to fay, as well as Prdteftaﬁts) fhould look back
with reverence, if they value the free conftitu.
tion of thefe iflands, the jufl limitations of the
royal prerogative, the abolition of tyranny, and
above all the power and independence of this
great empire. In this fenfe, Sir, and not upon
the ﬁnglc circ;mftance of religion, we con-
| fider the memory of Williar-n as élariqm. We
have fworn to ﬁlaintain what he principally cfta-
blifhed ; and you, Sir, have taken an oath to
defend the  fucceffion of the throne in that line,
thrc'i_n it was placed by his parlf"z{ment, and to
abjure that family which he affifted to expel.

It is rather a ftrange obfervance of that oath,

in

mn
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in an addrefs to the fpirit of a warm people,
to extol as loyalty their attachment to a depofed
tyrant, to f{tigmatize as the worft of enemies, a
Foreign Invader, the affertor of our liberties; the

fcourge of France, the freely ele@ted monarch. of
the Britifh people.

What wife or ufeful purpofe you could have
in view, when you illuftrate the partition of pro-
perty that Bonaparte would undoubtedly make of
our lands among his defperate followers, by your
allufion to the days of Oliver Cromwell, I cannot
conjeture. You maft know, that many éﬁz_ltes
are held upon no other title, and you fhould
have confidered, that the time was ill fuited, if
mdeed any time would be well fuited, to the re-
colleétion of fuch fubjedts; and why you fhould
fele@ fuch an opportunity for venting moft un-
provoked and vulgar abufe upon an inoffenfive,
harmlefs, and devout clafs of men, the Methodifts,
whom yoﬁ nickname Swadlers, (much as you dif-
like nicknames) is to me équally inexplicable. 1
have never underftood, that the Methodifts were

c accufed
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accufed of holding prinf:iblcs “hoftile to goﬁt‘m;
ment ; I have always heard that they inculcatéd
a ftri® obfervance of the Chriftian 'mjuri-&fbn,
¢ Render under Cefar the things whxch are Cefar’s,
¢ and unto God the. things which are God’s.

And I believe, that in manners, in mora]s, and in
obedience to the laws, they need not fhun a com-
parifon with the paftors of that ,c.ht_;rch.to which,
from your ftrange abufe, I fuppofe them to be

fo obnoxious.

If you found it neceffary in your view of the
fate tranfa&tions “of this country, to palliate the
excefles of your Fellow-catholics, with which I
do ' not quarrel, I'cannot fee the 'prudence, and I
muft deny - the fairnefs, of loading the memory of
the Rulers of that day with univerfal obloquy.
Is it prudent, Sir, is it fafe, or is it confiftent
with ‘truth to affert, that in recalling Lotd Fitz-
avilliam, faith was broken with Ireland ? T fpeak
not of thie policy of the meafure, but I fay, that
he who queftions at this day, on fuch an’ occa-
fion, and in fuch an addrefs, the exercife of an

unquettionable
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unqueftionable prerogative, the recal of the Lord
Licutenant, and ftigmatizes it 'as a breach of faith
with the people, difplays more of the heated zeal
of a partizan, than of fteady loyalty. Your chas
ralter of Lord Camden and his adminiftration is
equally partial and prejudiced. Lord Camden fucs
cceded to the government at a moft critical mo-
ment, under circumftances of extraordinary diffi.
culty, when the recal of his predeceflor was cera
tainly highly unpopular, and when the utmoft exere
tion of firmnefs and moderation, could aloné fecure
public tranquillity. With what fuceefs he accoms
plithed this might be conjedtured from the -gene-
ral fuffrages of warm approbation, that attended
him on his departure from our fhores. But the
prominent features of his adminiftration, the per<
fevering vigilance . which difcovered all the fecret
machinations of domeftic treafon, - the full deves«
lopement of the late unparalleled {fyftem of rebeld
lion, the provident eftablifiment of the illuftrious
onﬁanry, who, under Providence, faved this
ifland from deftrution ; thefe are a&s which muft

83 for
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for ever ftamp his adminiftration . 'with the cha.
ralter of energetic wifdom, What becomes, Sir,
- of your reproach of weaknefs thrown upon this
refpe@ted nobleman; and what is the Rod of Iron
with which, you fay, he and his advifers fcourged the
Irith people ?—In vain fhall we look to the Statute
Book for the confirmation of your obloquy; aés of
parliament, indeed, of neceffary, but temporary re-
ftraint and rigour, were pafled, als, that affeGted
only the traitor or the rebel, and which the wif-
dom of the prefent government, whofe clemency
you extol, has found it expedient to re-eftablih. I
eannot “find that iron feourge in the /zws of that
period, ‘and you muft allude to the ads of the
exccutive government. It is the praife of thﬁt
period, that flate profecutions were never condu@.
ed with more impartiality and mildnefs ; the At-
' torney General during the whole of it was Lord
Kilwarden, ‘@ man of the moft merciful nature,
of the ftricteft impartiality, of the proudeft fenfe
of ‘public duty.—In the whole courfe of his offi-

cial ‘condud, in the moft convulfed _momcnts, by

e
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the moft virulent traitors, not a murmur was ever
uttered againft a fingle -official a& of this truly
conftitutional Attorney General. The ever-memo-
rable words which he uttered, even in the ago-
nies of death, convey to us the ruling prineiple of
his life; and never did a {ingle individual fuffer

under his profecution or adminiftration of the laws

without a fair trial.

As to the profecutions of that day being v-van-g
ton and expenfive, 1 fhall only add, that when
a rebel treafury was opened to defend the rebel
culprits ; when Coigly, the traitor, or Quigly, went
the circuits, the general agent of the confpirators,
with a purfe fufficiently weighty to cope even
with the government, and to employ the moft
eminent lawyers for all traitors indi{criminately,
the minifters that fhould have hefitated to exett
the utmoft energies of the ftate, to refort to the .
ableft legal advice and afliftance, and to expend
fome portion of the public wealth in defence of
the public caufe, would, in my opinion of mini-
fterial refponfibility, have deferved to lofe fome-

thing more than their places.
When
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When the legiflature tranfgrefled not the bounds
of neceflity, and when the civil power was regu-
lated by juftice and mercy, it feems rather : €X-
traordinary to fay, that the people were * ruled
by a rod of iron.”—Your reproach muft be alto-
gether unfounded, or it muft allude-to the mili-
tary ads of difcipline reforted to at a period of
unexampled novelty, difficulty and danger. As to
thefe, it would furely be more candid, when all
the other adts of the executive government evince
& fpirit of juftice and moderation, to attribute
them as much to the fad neceflity of the times,
to an-honeft, though ‘it might be, erroncous opi-
nion, that feverity would quell the dreadful fpirits
that- were then plotting univerfal deftru&ion, as
to a wanton and barbarous cruelty, delighting in
the feverity of punithment.—This, Sir, is a topic
that 1 fhould have thought it more prudent to
avoid; but if the events of that period muft be
reforted to, are the errors of our military fyftem,
are the vices, if you will, of an incenfed and de-
votcd foldiery, to be blazoned forth with all the

c;caggcratlon
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cxéggeration of blind aﬁd heated zeal? Would
you have your deluded countrymen believe, that
cvery thing was vicious in their rulers, and that
moft of their own enormities at that period were
jultly provoked ? That burnings, free quarters, and
Orange excefles, were /! that difgraced our na-
tional chara&er ?>—Sir, the crimes of that period,
‘buried as I fhould with them in everlafting obli-
vion, have thefe diftinguithing characteriftics in
the oppofite parties; that on the one fide they
were accompanied by an unequivocal zeal for the
prefervation of our conftitution, that on the other
they had for their objé&s the deftru&tion of that
conftitution, of public order, and of civil fociety,—
Nor were the means employed more different than
the objects. Idefy the moft bigotted partizan to point
out a fingle inftance of cowardly affaffination, per-
pctrated or contrived by the military, the yeomanry,
or the Orange body. I challenge him to produce
a parallel to the cold-blooded, preconcerted mmur-
ders of Dofor Hamilton, .of Mr. Harman, and
QfL the innumerable viims who fill the bloody

calendar
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calendar of mercilefs profcription, which dmmed
every adtive magiftrate to inevitable death. Are
the exceffes of one enraged and jutly provoked
party, blameable, I admit them to bcfblazc.med
forth with dangerous exaggeration ; and are the
furious and cruel outrages of the other part.y to
be pafled by in filence, or to be extenuated almoft

to nothing ?

A fimilar and perhaps more dangerous mis-
reprefentation is given of the difaftrous period of
the rebellion. Throughout your pages it is ge-
nerally foftened into-the equivocal name of civi/
war. We know, Sir, that the line of diftin@tion
between juftifiable refiftance and rebellion is often
faint and fluctuating ; that the. excefles of autho-
rity, the violations of duty in the ralers the
hardfhips, fufferings, and provocations of the go-
verned, and the views and objeéts of the refift-
ing or confpiring people, though the legal defi-
nition be ftill treafon, will in general opinion,
make a mighty difference in the nature of th_é

crime,
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crime. - But that the Jate horrid confli@ between
the wretched viftims of republican- anarchy, and
the mildeft fovereign that ever filled our throne,
that - the moft unprovoked and fanguinary rebel-
lion, the moft illegitimate in- its -obje&, the ‘moft
barbarous in its means, fhould be termed by a
lawyer, addrefling the deluded fharers ia the gmlt
a civil war, is in my mind a proof, not of mo-
deration, but of dangerous connivance at the
worft of crimes. In a fimilar fpirit, the neceffa-
ry events of battle, and the cold-bleoded unpro=
voked murders of affaffins are claffed in the fame
undiftinguithed rank, ¢ T2 affaffinations of Wesxw
ford and Ballynamuck!”” - Goed God, Sir, upon
what eftimation of human crime do you tell your
brethren, that thofe who fell viQims to rebellion,
upon the field of battle, were affaffinated ? That
the chances of war or even military executions,
inflited on the field and at the moment, bear
any fort of comparifon, with the moft cruel and
favage. murders that ftain the annals even of the
maft uncivilized countries? That the falutary and

D neceffary
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neceffary example of punifhment upon traitors,
fighting in French uniforms, ordered by Lord
Cornwallis himfelf, and the mercilefs murders,
committed b;r furious bigots, upon unarmed, un-
offending gcntlemen; whofe only crime was loyalty
to their King, fhould in the portentous moment

of a fecond rebellion be equally ftigmatized as

aflaffinations !

In the fame fpirit, not of moderation, but of
tendernefs, I will not fay of regard towards the
rebel ; of hoftility, I might perhaps fay of malig-
nity, towards the Irifh loyalift, you fpeak of
individual chara&ers. The confpirators, the cold
blooded dark conlpirators, who framed the re-
publican conftitution, who fentenced, at leaft to
banifhment and to lofs of property, their compa-
nions, their friends, their brethren, who, after
the reign of Robefpierre, when the French revo-
lution had “.fully developed itfelf, when its. cha-
racler no longer - wibrated,” as you aflert,  be-

tween liberty and flavery,”” when the public opi-

pion

4
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‘nion was decided .upon' the < ferocity and folly

of its partizans,”

when no honeft or patriotic per-
fon had the fainteft hope that ¢ France was e
gaged, not in Jorging its own chains, but in
mainfaining the caufe of rational liberty? ' the
confpirators, I fay, who even at fuch a period
perfilted in their hellih machinations againft the
properties and lives of all that were good and
virtuous among their countrymen, are to be held
out, even to the deluded victims of their guilt,
as  men of integrity,” whafe ¢ private wviews”
are not to be accufed as ¢ fordid or wvindictive,”
and whole ¢ moral ‘qualities’® are to be ¢ fpoken
of with re/pect.””  Sir, .whatever your opinion
Amay be of ¢ moral qualities,”” by whatever rules
you may ecftimate the ¢ infegrity”” of man, or
by whatever principles you may judge of his
¢ private wiews,”’ 1 cannot hefitate to pronounce
this panegyric, at fuch a moment, and in fuch an
Addrefs, this infinnation that the views of the
traitor confpirators, fo far from being *“ fordid or
vindictive,” were dire&ted to the ¢ wealth, glory,

5 D 2 and
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‘and bappinels of their country,” .to be deferving,
of the feverelt cenfure. . Indeed your {hort hiftory

of that tranfattion, appears to me altogether,_ of
‘2 moft alarming complexion, It amounts, in truth, \
to this, a few Irifhmen, ¢ fome of them of great ‘
talents and integrity,” with ‘¢ no bad private
‘views,” expecting the French would purfue the

<« noble line of condu@” of ¢ producing an ad-
mirablé mafter-piece of a. ﬁ'ce_ conilitution,” en-
gaged upon the expectation of ¢ ample and ge-
nerous aid from P:rancc,” in a {cheme whole ob-

je&t was the ¢ wealth, glory, and happinefs of
their country.”” But they were difappointed ; the
French fubmitted to tyranny, they did not give

the Irith *“ ample and generous aid,” they fuffered
them to be maflacred at Ballinamuck, and our

“ ill-fated countrymen, our abufed. exiles, Jufpected,
bowever - unjuftly, of being robbers and affaffinsy”
have been fo ill received, “ their difappointment

Jo bittery that you would really pity their prefent
feclings.”

Sir,
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- Sir, if the prefent cbnfpiracy fhould prove fuc-
cefsful, which God avert, and you thould be ar-
raigned before the revolutionary tribunal for your
prcfcnf publication, how eafy and how juft would
be your defence? Citizens! you might truly fay,
I did net condemn anp Irif revolution, I did
ot in any line of my Addrefs, even when the
critical danger of the times might have excufed
the error, deprecate the eftablithment of an Irifb
republic by Irifh means, I did not even queftion
your private wiews, and I extolled your integrity,
your moral and intelletual gualities; but 1 really
thought you would no¢ fucceed: I did not ex-
peét you would get < ample and generous aid from
France ;”’ I thought you would be too weak for
the flruggle alone, and I dreaded the bufinefs
could only end in the maffacre of my poor de.
luded countrymen, as at Ballinamuck, and in fuch
a reception of you, Citizens, in France, as thould
make us “ pity your Seelings.”  But you have fuc-
ceeded, and you will not furely punith me for an
crror in judgment, particularly as from my opi-

nien
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nion of your ¢ great integrity,”’ of yaur moral
and intelleGtual c_;ualzt:e:,” and of the * purn? of
Jour private views,” 1 have little doubt of - yd‘tlr
eftablithing « fuch an_admirable mq/ier-pxece ;nf a
free conjtitution,”  as shall fecure what muft be
to men of your pure minds the moft *¢ fplendid
reward, the wealth, glory, and bappinefs of your
country.”’ Citizens, look inté .my “book, and fee
how freely I direCted the attention of my Ca-
tholic brethren to all the  vices and errors  of
their former rulers, fee how I lathed ¢ 2be in-
¢ femperate perfons who, in Lord Camden’s time
 undertook to rule frve millions of men with a
“ rod of iron.”’ "See how boldly I difclofed my
“ firm judgment’’ that they were the perfons who
had < nurfed the feuds and fwelled the dy}ra&f-
ons that difzrace this Ifle ;”” and obferve how de-
licately T infinuated that providence had interfer-
ed to “ arreft the foremofft of tb&fe intemperate
wielders of the rod of iron in bis career in
his torld.” Obferve how Idcxtcrouﬂy 1 mégni- -
ﬁed the jnability of government to- dcfend the

country
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country without” our aﬂi&ancc fee how in the
moment . of pcrll I talked to my ignorant bre-
thren, of ¢ the code of intolerance,” of < 3},
ignominious barrier that feparates us fran; o;tr
Jellow-fubjects,” how we are mick-named, Papiits,
of the * goading exiftence of a itrain of di jEsz- |
lities, forfeitures, penalties, and incapacities ;> of
the < Jou! play” of not removing them; and fee
how I turned my eyes and thofe of my brethren
to their ¢ bleeding wounds and gafpes.” Sir, I
fay, if your judges have preferved their moral and
intellectual qualities, they muft in confcience pro-
nounce a verdict of not guilty upon this juft de-

fcncc

Your picture of the prefent condition of this
dland, aﬁpears to me drawn in colours equally
falfe, and as dangeroufly deceitful, as that of paft
tranfactions. | If the queftion were afked, what
would be ’.thc reprefentation moft likely to im-
prefs (;n the minds of your Catholi¢ brethren, a
firong canvifion of the advantages, the policy,

the
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the necelley of loyaltg? T ould think dhe'jat
anfwer would be, a reprefentation of undoubted
loyalty, of warm zeal for the conftitution, in the
remaining claffes of the people, and parl'ltnhﬂy in

the higher orders; and an extenuation of every

| difpofition among thofe you confider as hoftile to
your religion, towards intolerance or perfecution.
But if your pifture be as troe as T confider it
falfe, your fellow Catholics muft be impreffed with
a convition of the weaknefs of the country, of
the difloyalty of a great part of its pretended
friends, and of the impoflibility of its falvation
but through their own means. Happily your af-
fertions are as eafy of refutation as they are un-
founded. While a few lines, and the fofteflt ex-
preflions are fufficient to narrate the crimes of
treafon and rebellion, while its murders and ai;-
faflinations are confounded with military deaths and
executions, above ten entire pages of your book
are exclufively employed, in a moft exaggerated
hiftory of the nature, the difpofitions, and the
crimes of the Orange-men.—I belong siot to their
body,
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body, I condemn all fuch party diftin@ions, and
I ftoop not to dete& or expofe your falfe charace
ter in other particulars; I only mean to refute
your infinuations as to their loyalty. - Sir,. their
nu‘mbcr;s I underftand to be great, to comprehend
a ]aréc portion of the moft populous diftri&ts of
the North, and they certainly are amoﬁg the moft
wealthy of the middle and lower orders of the
community, Sir, if fuch a body of ‘men really
refemble, as you infinuate, ¢ the rebel parliament
‘¢ of Charles the 1ft, who afterwards brought their
“ monarch to the fcaffold, and {cattered about moft
¢ fervent profeffions of loyalty whilt they plotted
* revolution, and impudently ifflued proclamations in
“ their king’s name, for the purpofe of levying an
¢ army againft bis reyal life and crown.” 1If they
really plot ¢ the moft confummate villainy,” and if
it be even prphab]c that they meditate to ¢ re-
¢ hearfe one day the tragedy of the Cromwellian
“ revolution, or of the London conflagration,” I
confefs our fituation is more pregnant with dan.
gerthan 1 have yet confidered it tp be.~Bu
E happily,
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happily, Sir, your well-timed apprchcnﬁons of their }
dlﬂoya!ty have not the remoteft colour of ﬂuth
fo far as we can Judgc from all human’ motives
and objefts, and are flatly contradifted by every
£26 which has taken place in thefe paft years.
For what purpofc, with what means of alling;,
and with what profpe& of fuccefs, fhould Orange-
men engage in any difloyal confplracy »—But 2
{mall portton of the Proteftants of Ireland, who,
'accordmg to your exaggcratcd political arithmetic,
are but onefifth of its populatxon, comparatively
fpeaking but 2 handfal of men, how could they
have the mad #nd wicked idea of confpiring in
a caufe where they would be certainly refifted,
and as fpeedily defeated by the united efforts of
all ‘the Catholics, all the remaining Proteftants of
Treland, 2nd all the population of Britain ?—But
' amfd{’c all the profecations of Orange-men, ‘pro-
_fecut‘ions, Sir, ‘1 affert, though you pafs it by in
‘ﬁlc::ncc, carried on againft them by the Irith'go-
vernment ever fince their firft formation, as firmly
“amd impartially, where they were guilty of crimeés,

as |
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.as againt the United Infhmcn, I defy you to
prtpduqc a ,ﬁnglc mﬁancc of a plot againft the
government of - the country. Teo the fame re-
ivotds I might juilly appeal for the true charac-
«teriftics of the oppofite factions, and from the
«calendar of crimes and punithments I might en-
quire: on which fide was the balance of the moft
horrid outrages that ever difgraced humanity;
but T shall abftain even after the jult provocas
tion you have given ; I fhall net imitate your
dangerous example of blowing up what I had
hoped were the dying embers of religious difcord,
and I fhall decline the abundant opportunities of
retorting the abufe which you have not hefitated
to throw in language.not the politeft, upon gen-
tlemen whofe age and ftation at leaft, {h,ould

have afforded them fome prote&xon

I do net cxa&]y underﬁand to what clafs of
his ma_]dtya fubjects you allude in the following
paﬂ'agc -—“- The fadtion whom you dread have -
““ changed fides, and are become the moft dif-
- “ contented party in the country 3~ they are, be-

E 2 ¢« come
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‘« come the moft clamorous agaiﬁff"Britiﬂl cot~
c neion, becaufe it has clipped their monopfo!yf;
¢ they are incenfed by the late Union, * which
has demolithed (not our Parliament, for we had
¢« no fhare in it, but) their Club-houfe.”*-.1 have

never underftood the Orange-men to be particu-

<

larly hoftile to the Union, nor could the parlia-
ment be called pet.;uliarly their Club-houfe, more
than that of the Proteftants at large. I muft con-
fider the paffage, conne&ed-with what immedi-
ately follows, as to a .change of ‘men and mea-
{ures, to allude to thfé’é who were formerly in
power, to thofe who poffeffed the monopoly, and
to whom the Club-houfe belonged ; that is, in
fhort, to the Protefiant ariftocracy and Proteftant
gentry of Ireland; and my conftru&ion acquires
additional force from the circumftance that, in
the long catalogue of names upon whom you
beftow fuch Javifh praife, generals -and ftatefmen,
there is mot an allufion to a fingle Irifhman,—
Lamentable, indeed, is the condition of this coun-
try, if fach men “ incenfed by the Union, have
“ ¢hanged fides,” and have become * the moft
prous 6 difcontcntcd_
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< difcontented ‘meén ‘in the country.” But I deny
the fa@. I defy you to any proof of the dan-
gerous calumny ; and I affert, that his Majefty
has not in all his dominions, a body of fubjeés
more loyally attached to his perfon and govern-
ment, more firmly devoted to the conftitution
and the infeparable union of the two iflands, than
the very men whofe oppofition was firongeft to
the Union, whofe interefts were moft affe®ted by
it, and whofe complaints were moft loudly uttered,
Compare, Sir, their privations with thofe of your
bedy; look to the difference of their condu&
and then anfwer ; thh what affurance you can
affert in the fame pages, that you belong to
«« 3 faithful and loyal clafs of people, who have
““ never loft their dignity or their temper with
¢ their fortunes,” and that the Proteftant arifs
tocracy, or -any. portion of them, ¢ have changed
“ fides, or become moft clamorous againt Britifh

¢ connection.”

. Sir, the Proteftant ariftocracy loft in one mos
ment_fome of their proudeft privileges, near two
hundrcd noblemen were deprived of their here.

ditary
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ditary feats in the legiflature, two hundred coms
moners loft theirs alfo, and the wholc body Ia&
the fubftantial power of lcglﬂatmg for their cpun..
try ; how widely different was this from your pri-
vations ? In the firft place, you (that is the. prefent
generation) never poflefied thofe privileges, and
in the next, the number excluded was but a
handful, three or four lofds, and  perhaps fif-
feen or twenty gentlemen of fufficient landed for-
tune to be entitled to fit in-the Houfe of Com-
inon»s What has been then the condu& of thefe
two dcfcnptlons of men ? The Union, vigoroully
as it was oppofcd has been pcaceably acqul-
efccd in. Has all the difcontent, all the cha-
grin, all the SubRantial Tofs it has occaﬁoncd
produccd a fingle a& of treafon, of fedition, or
YlOlCHCC thloughout the whole ifland ?>—No, Sir,
3 virtuous and loyal clafs of men, deeply as thcy
fuﬁ'cred never for an inftant forgot their duty to

their kmg and country ; they never were ca-

jOICd or goaded into rcbclhon,” thcy do ot

rcqulre any famt and ﬂlmfy palhauon of trcafon,
""" * " but

\\ -,. 1.“
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but they have nobly buried in oblivion the mé:
mory of the paft, and ﬁncajolcd, and unpurchafs
ed, they rally round the throne, refolved to pe:
rith or to preferve that Britith connexion, againft
which, I affert, no clafs of men, and no indivi-
dual but United Irithmen are “ clamorous.” Do
they in their offers of fervice, in their refolutions or
addrefles, conftantly recur to paft injuries, do they
tarn their eyes to the *“ fill bleeding wounds and
gafbes of their country,” do theyl infult even the
afhes of the impotent dead with unrelenting ma-
lignity, do they dare to ridicule with indecent
mockery their monarch’s: confcientious ebfervance
of his ocath, or /do they teach their followers to
look with anxiety to the death of that monarch
as the =ra of relief from magnified grievances ?
Sir, I hopeand truft our prefent rulers, convinced,
as they muft-be, of the unfhaken loyalty of the

men I allude to, will not refit the counfels of

our ‘enlightened . countrymen, I hope they will
pay fome attention to the #ried loyalty, to the
sdear-bought experience, of Irith gentlemen. 1

-y do

:::::
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do- not believe that the ‘men who‘ affifted the
- counfels of Lord Camden are * uncmplbycd,,@g
unnoticed byz our prefent excellent rulers ;2 and |
while I join in the ‘well-deferved praife beftowed
on Lord Hardwicke, I am fatisfied he would re-
je& your panegyric with f{corn, when accompa:
nied by the malignant infinuation, that his pre-
deceflors in power ¢ had harrafled your brethren,
¢ by wanton and expenfive ftate profecutions,”
¢¢ had goaded them by infolent fpccchcs,” o had
¢ frightened them from their houfes, by tortures,
¢¢ houfe-burnings, or othqr outrages on their per-
«¢ fons or properties,”” and had employed * 2% ab-

furd tyranny -of torture.”

With -equal ‘confidence I expeé&, that the man-
Iy fpirit of Lord Redefdale would recoil from
your encomium, when made the vehicle of abufe
‘as unneceflary as it is ungenerous, upon his 'pi‘e-
deceflor.  Whatever were the defeé@s of that no-
bleman, his bold and refolute " fpirit never ‘fﬁr-
fook him in the hour of feyereft trial, he was a firm

friend
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friend to. the imperial connexion of thefe coun-
triés, he-was an impartial and indefatigable judg'e;
and in private life he was hoﬁeﬁ, gcﬁcrous, and
undifguifed, open in his enmities, warm i-n his
friendfhips, the kind prote&or of his tenantry and
dependants, juft in all his dealings, and with every
means of aggrandifement in his power, far above
the fordid acquiﬁti'on of place or émolument for

himfelf, or his family.

It gives me infinite pain to obferve that, mixed
with the found advice to your brethren, to pre-
fer the hope ¢ of attaining in a conftitutional
manner from the good fenfe of the gentry, the
legiflature and the clergy,” the remaining objelts
of their defires, ¢ to the encountering of civil
wars, or the wading through flaughter,” in their
purfuit, your reprelentation of your remaining
grievances is fo overcharged, the neceffity of their
removal fo ftrongly infifted on, the injuftice of
the refufal fo cmphaticaily -d'eclarcd, that a loyal
and " peaceable acqﬁicfccncc in the final determi.

F natiom
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nation of the legiflature muft be more the refult
of a cool comparifon of the .danger of 'rcﬁﬂancc
with the negative advantage of fubmiffion, . than
of the imperative duty on all the King’s fubjects
to obey the laws of the land. As to the exac-
gions of the parfon, you muft be aware that you
fpeak not the language of the law, when you
¢complain of the enforcement of that to which the
parfon has as juft a legal right as you have to
your eftate, and that, however the parfon may
in ninety-nine cafes out of a hundred, obtain lefs
than his {trict right, -he can in no inftance ob-
tain more.—When you fpeak of the ¢ foul flig-
ma of unmerited fufpicion, which the penal code
cafts upon your gentry and your whole body,”
you thould have apprized your Catholic reader,
that that code has been repealed by Proteftant
parliaments, in every inftance, except thofe which
are deemed neceflary to the maintenance of a
.ﬂafc religion, to that umion of political and re-
ligious pre-eminence in the fupreme power, which
has been adopted 'as a maxzim of policy by al-

moft
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moft every government of Europe. When you
fpeak of land-tax for religious purpofes, you
fhould recolle&, that that very land-tax always
forms an ingredient in the market price of land,
and “that its repeal would only enhance that price
in a proportionate degree ; and you fhould like-
wife have recolleted in candour, that the parith
cefs 1s in truth but a trivial tax, and that the
annualfund, to which I fuppofe you allude, (the
firlt fruits) is in.truth but very inadequate to
the purpofe, is alfo derived from the unqueftions
able property of the crown, and is far inferior to
the liberal - annual allowance allotted by parlia-
ment to a Catholic college.  But above all, when
you fpeak of your exclufion from the fituations
of fheriff, unéler-{hcriﬁ', and all corperate offices,
y;)ur experience as_a lawyer muft furely have
enabled you to ~add,“that any apprehenfion there-
from of ¢ hazard to your property and to the
adminiftration ' of juftice is altogether chimeri-

cal,

But I feel real pleafure in being able to beftow
ummixed and cordial praife on that part of your
F 2 Addrels
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Addrefs in. which you direét the attention of your
-Poqrcr countyyxﬁm to the fubftantial bleflings. they
cnjoy, where you ftrip of its overcharged colour-
ing their fuppofed poverty and diftrefs, aud in
_energetic language warn them of the defigns of
the fa&tious demagogues who would lead them .

to their own ruin. The fa& cannot be contro-
verted, that there is not a fingle advantage en-
joyed by their fellow fubjels, of Britain, which
they do not poflefs the means of acquiring to
its fulleft extent; the fame fyftem of laws, ad-
miniftered by the fame -impartial tribunals, = the
fame freedom of commerce, the fame mild and
equitable government, perfe&t fecurity in their lives
and properties, . except fo far as they are out-
raged by their- own unprovoked excefles ; all thefe
" fubftantial bleflings aie fecured to them and their
pofterity by the invincible power of thefe ﬁnitcd
kingdoms, which they are now called upon to aid
mn its «refiftance againft the moﬂ:.fanguinary and
infatiable robbers that providence hath ever per-
mitted to affli& the nations of the earth, Your
forcible
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forcible and juft appeal to your deluded brethren
on this topic, and the faithful pi&ure you have
drawn of the mileries which muft inevitably fol.
low from the fuccefs of. the Corfican tyrant, I
hope and truft will have a falutary - effe® og

their minds.

I fhall now, Sir, take my leave of you with
making a very few remarks on that part of your
work, wherein you ftrongly infift on the necellity
of removing the remaining diftin&ions between ‘you
and the Proteftants. The time is ill fitted to
any lengthened difcuflion of a fubjed, which, ta
my underftanding, is.one of the very kit im-
portance ; but ftill it is neceflary to make fome
obfervation en- a topic on which you have fo
much infifted, and which from the title to the
laft page of your -Addrcfs, you feem to confider
as involving a truth fo evident and fo undenia-
ble as to require aflertion only, and not argument,
i its behalf. = Without entering upon the {ubjeck
at large, much lefs pronouncing a decifive opinion,

upon
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upon it, I fhall make a few remarks that T t.b.ink:
ought to have weight at this time. The reftraints
ftill continued upon the Catholics are merely of 2.
political nature, and have no other effe nor ob-
je& but his. exclufion from any fhare in the™ go-
vernment of the ftate. This muft be admitted.
Now, Archdeacon Paley, whom you have quoted,
admits and proves that fuch exclufion is perfeétly
legitimate, when the excluded party, from the po-
litical cénfequences of their religious tenets, may
hold opinions deftru&tive to the exifting govérn—
ment. Such was the 'ground upon which the
penal laws were juftified, “when the family of
Stuart ftill pretended to our throne, and attach-
ment to their caufe was confidered loyalty by the
Irifh Catholics, ‘as you ftill feem to think it was.
This attachment to the depofed family, thc”dc-
wotion of an ignorant, turbulent people to a prieft-
hood, nurtured and educated in a foreign country,
the moft ‘hoftile to Britih power; the depen-
dance of that priefthood wpon a hicrarch} itfelf
dependant upon a Pope, the avowed fupporter of

L4
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the pretender, who confidered the Catholic princes
his children, and entitled to his utmoft aid againft
their heretical enemies; all thefe circumftances
eftablith the wifdom of excluding the Catholics
from political power, while fuch mighty caufes

fhould continue to operate.

The caufe of the pretender, it muft be admit-
ted, is no more; but unqueftionably the readinefs
with which your religion in particular, enlifted
under the banners of French democracy—the {till
continued chain of connexion between a foreign
pope and the lowelt of the people, unbroken in
all its links of hierarchy and priefthood—the com-
pleat fubjetion ‘of the pope to the will of Bona-
parte, muit continue the fufpicion of your peo-
ple being {till fubje& to an influence highly dan.-
gerous to the ftate. It is in vain to fay, that
the power of the pope is declined, that the peo-
ple difregard the pope; the people muft be ine
fluenced by their priefts, the priefts are appoint-
ed by the bithops, and the bithops acknowledge

no
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16 othier fpiritual head but the pope. This, Sir,
affords an argument againft your admiffion’ to any
fhare of political - power, which does not exift
againft any other religion, an argument founded
not- on your f{peculative religious opinions, but on
a‘ political influence which we know ‘was formerly
exercifed, and which fhould be. altogether extinét

before we run the rilk of experiment,

But if the experiment were even perfectly
fafe, the Government and the Parliament will
probably think much confideration due to the
feclings, or, if you will, the prejudices, of the
Irith Proteftants; and I even think, that if thé
tranquillity ard. profperity of your country be
preferable, in your mind, to the aggrandizc—
ment of your religion, you would yourfelf de-
precate~the urging of claims, which, I fear,
would ‘inevitably produce evils at this moment
of- the moft {erious confequence. The refidence
of men of property on their eftates, their au-
thority in enforcing the lavc;s, their example,
~encouragement and protection, are furely among

the
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the moft eflicacious means of producing and
preferving public tranquillity. Sir, I leave it
to yourfelf to judge if the bulk of the Pro-
teltant gentry believe (however erroneously)
that the throwing open the Parliament, the
Bench, the Corporations, and the Magiftracy,
to Catholics, would at length fubvert the Pro-
teftant Church in Ireland ; I aftk you feriouﬂf,
do you think that a fingle Proteftant gentle-
man, who held that opinion, would continue
to refide amongft us? I have myfelf little
doubt, that in a very few years their eftates
would be altogether deferted, and either fall
to Catholic purchafers, or be left to the ma-
nagement of hired agents.

Thefe, I doubt not, are weighty confidera-
tions with government, and I truft, that in
order to gratify the ambition (Sir, I blame
not the ambition) of your ariftocracy, compa-
ratively infignificant in numbers and fortune,
they will not banith from their eftates that
great.body of Proteftant gentry, who, I muft

' G {ay,
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fay, Wave been the great prop. and ﬁay of Lnﬂj |

'loyalty and Britith conneétion.

‘Thefe are claims which have, in my opi-
nion, but little to do with the trﬁquﬂlity of
Treland ; they affe@ in no degree the interefts
of the lower clafles; and in my‘cbnfciénce I
believe, they never enter their thoughts, ex.
cept when ummfely or wickedly fuggefted to
them by interefted or factious men.

But the real means of enfuring and pro-
moting public peace, of calming and civilizing
a turbulent people, of rendering Ireland what,
alas, it has never yet been! the abode of in-
duftry, content and fecurity, appear to me to
confift in 2 firm execution of the laws, ‘a ftrong,
encrgetic, and ever-watchful government, not
cafily lulled ‘into fecurity by hollow profeffions
of attachment, 2 due encouragement to, and
¢onfidence in, that loyalty which never yet has
deceived, an attention to the real wants of an
ignorant pedfantry, ‘whofe miferable depravity

arifes
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arifes chiefly from the negle® of education,
that has ever made them the ready inftruments
of rebellion 3 and above all, fuch protection and
fupport to the gentry of Ireland, as fhall rens
der their abode on their eftates at firft {ccure,
and I hope, at length delightful. They are
the great links of conne&ion between prince
and people. In wvain fhall we have laws, if we
have no magifirates to enforce their execution,
In vain fhall we look for a magiftrate, if, while
his property and life are at the daily hazard
of deftrudtion, his feelings are to be outragéd,
his neceflary firuggles in his own defence to
be- branded and ftigmatized, and excefles, ¢ info
“ awbich be is goaded,” to be the fubjeét of the
loudeft accufation, undeferving of excufe or pal-
liation.

1 am happy to obferve fymptoms of atten-
tion to thefe paramount objeés; the loyal Yeo-
manry of Ireland, the armed property of the
country,v are firengthened and multiplied, ho-
noured, cherithed and encouraged, by the wil-

| c 2 dom
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dom of our prefent Government. - Traitors and
rebels are diligently fought for, and their crimes
firictly, though calmly, inveftigated and punifh-
ed.” Thefe laudable efforts I truft will not be
relaxed. The firong, but merciful ‘arm of
power, I truft, will be exerted, till, in the re-
moteft corner of the land, the moft loyal fubjeét
can repofe in perfect fecurity ; till ‘the empire

of the laws, (pardon the French expreflion) .

fhall be univerfally triumphant. ' Had this fteady
courfe of vigilant, energetic, and impartial go-
vernment been perfevered in, we fhould not
now have to afk, after the lapfe of two cen-
turies, the queftion rcp.eated by Sir John Davis
from Edmund Spencer, ¢ Why this kingdom,
whereof our kings of England have borne
the title of Sovercign Lords for four hun.
dred (now fix hundred) and odd years, (a
period of time wherein great monarchies have

rifen from barbarifm to civility, and fallen again
to ruin) was not in all that fpace of time tho-
roughly fubdued and reduced to obedience to
the Crown of England? and why the manners

of
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of the mere Irith are {o little altered fince the
days of King Henry the Second 2

The means of producing that perfeét fub-
je&ion; and that falutuary alteration of man.
ners, have been ably pointed out by thofe two
‘eminent men, but have never yet been ftea-
dily purfued for a fufficient length of time,
fully to accomplifh the end. It muft, however,
be admitted, that much was done by Elizabeth,
by James the Firft, and in the courfe of the
late century, bjr that Club Parliament, of which
you feem to cherith fo ungrateful a remem-
brance. That parliarﬁent tried almoft to its
fulleft extent the effects of your conciliatory
{yftem, by repealing every ftatute (in my opi-
nion moft wifely) that bore with real hard-
fhips on your religion. It happens, however,
unfortunately” for the experiment, that the
ifland has been a fcene of favage anarchy and
bloodfhed almoft ever fince. I believe we had
better refort to the maxims of our cautious
forefathers, than to the {pecious fophiftry of

modern



modern ‘philanthrepi&s; I believe | the wholesx
fome regimen of Elizabeth, improved as it has
been by the liberal experience of home.bred
phyficians in the courfe of two centuries, is
better adapted to our * hectic and _difeafed
fiate,” than the vaunted noftrums of modern
empirics. And I think that a fteady inflexible
fupport of our eftablifhed conflitution in church
and ftate, will be the fureft means of extending
over, and perpetuating in this ifland, the blefl-
ings of undifturbed tranquillity, of civil liberty,
and of all their invaluable atteh’dants—wcalth,

induftry, and moral and religious virtue.

AN IRISH LOYALIST.
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