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TUS

present â>tatc of giirclanD, §c.

S E L D O M  has a  single pub lica tion  p ro d u ced  a n  
effect so pow erful and  instantaneous as th e  C harge  
lately  delivered by  Ju s t ice  F le tc h e r  to  th e  G ra n d  
J u ry  o f  the  C oun ty  o f  W exford. I t  has electrified 
th e  nation. P roceed ing  from a person o f  h igh ly  
respected  legal ta lent, of acknow ledged  in d ep en ­
dence o f  spirit, i t  p resents a double claim to  g enera l 
a t ten tion  : th e  reader  is induced  to  give equal c red it  
to  th e  purity  of in ten tio n  with which i t  was fram ed , 
and to  th e  correc tness  o f  view by w hich  th e  w riter  
was guided . T h e  candour with which th e  sources 
of his inform ation are developed, adds still m ore 
strongly  to  th e  confidence with which i t  is perused . 
H e  arrogates to  himself no  ex traord inary  or secret 
means o f  inform ation. In  form ing his es tim ate o f  
th e  state o f  public  feeling, he avows the  data on  
which i t  is founded  ; so th a t  no uncom m on share o f  
sagacity is w anted  to  appreciate th e  value o f  his 
conclusions, w hen they  can be so easily traced  to  
tlie sources whence they  are drawn»
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T h e  principal emotion arising in the  mind, from 
th e  first reading o f  this docum ent, is a pleasurable 
sensation arising from the  assurance it gives, tha t 
th e  country  in general, is at present, in a state o f  
perfec t tranquillity . Ireland, it  is well known, has, 
until lately, been m uch exposed to the  dangers o f  
in ternal convulsion. T h e  powerful irritation o f  the 
F ren ch  revolution upon the  feelings o f  a sanguine 
and ignoran t m ultitude, p roduced  a state o f  excite­
m ent, which, after a lapse o f  more than  tw enty  
years, was th o u g h t to be hardly  ye t allayed. T h e  
severe lessons ta u g h t  by the  sufferings o f  Europe, 
th e  still severer warnings o f  domestic experience, 
were deem ed insufficient to  allay the  restless spirit o f  
tu rb u le n t  d iscon ten t th a t  instigated  the lower 
classes to  look upon every enem y o f  E ngland as a 
friend  to  themselves, and  to estim ate the  value o f  
th e  expected  friendship, by th e  virulence o f  its hos­
tility  tow ards the  British governm ent. This unhappy 
perversity  o f  sentim ent, was industriously fom ented 
by  artificial means. A large portion o f  th e  periodi­
cal press o f  Ire land  was almost solely devoted to  
th e  one object o f  augm enting  the  public d iscontent, 
by  m agnifying the  privations and grievances necessa-» 
rily arising from  a war unparallelled in length, and  
in the acrim ony with which it  was waged ; or else, 
by  exc iting  a gloomy apprehension o f  such evils, 
w here  they did no t exist. T h e  spirit o f  disaffection, 
thus artfully  cherished, was still farther supported  by 
a fallacious hope o f  p rocuring  redress by means o f  
th e  g rea tes t enem y to  th e  power and existence o f  
G re a t  Britain. T he  plans o f  our own governm en t 
w ere censured  and derided : those o f  the  enem y 
w ere extolled as master-pieces o f  political wisdom 
an d  national beneficence. O u r  military operations 
were cried  down ; our generals censured ; our losses 
magnified ; our victories discredited : while the 
courage, the  skill, and  the  success o f  th e  F rench
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forces, were thethevnes o f  constant undisguised admi­
ration. T he  people, relying upon the assurances o f  
those self-constituted political calculators, fondly 
and foolishly looked forward to the  day, when the 
British government would either be wholly overturn , 
ed, or, at least, completely paralyzed by the supe­
riority of France ; calculating with equal confidence, 
th a t  such an event was to be the immediate precursor 
of  some extraordinary, though unknown change in 
the  state o f  Ireland, that would free them  completely 
and for ever from all their grievances. H ow  far 
th ey  had any ju s t  reason for calculating on an am end­
ment in their situation from the preponderance o f  
French power, its effects upon others can best deter­
mine. There is not A single nation th a t  a t any time 
courted French assistance, from an idea o f 'be ing  
thus relieved from any o f  the oppressions, w hether 
ical or imaginary, they had hitherto  laboured under, 
bu t was soon taugh t to mourn its error in tears o f  
bitter repentance, and the  first shock given to the 
apparent stability of the military despotism o f  France, 
was the signal for every one o f  those, who from willing 
«lines had become slaves, to run to arms, throw oft 
the yoke, and aid in taking vengeance on the o r-  
pi essoi. i  o itunately for this country, the occurrences 
o f  the late war have not verified the calculations o f  
these political theorists ; equally fortunate is it for 
their disciples tha t its event has also prevented them 
from tasting the reality o f  the blessings o f  French 
protection.

On reflecting on the  great industry and ingenuity 
employed in disseminatingsuchdoctrines, it cannot be 
matter of surprize tha t they produced a powerful im­
pression on the public mind. T he abdication o f  Bona­
parte  has at length dissipated the delusion: it has 
revealed the intrinsic worthlessness both o f  the man 
and of his government. I t  was not however to be 
expected, that the general feelings so long wrought
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lip to  a -high degree o f  feverish intensity, could 
a t  once revert to  a wholesome tem perature. T h e  
sta te  o f  habitual restlessness could not instantly sub­
side : and  though, since the term ination o f  hostilities, 
i t  can fix upon no settled point to which to direct its  
hopes, y e t  the agitation still perceptible in a g reater  
or less degree th roughout the  European confeder­
acy, and  which cannot be wholly tranquillized un til  
the  general relations o f  its various parts are ultimately 
settled, tends to support th e  uneasy cravings tha t 
p rom pt to  pine after some unknown blessing, by 
a  change o f  public affairs equally unknown and  u n ­
expected .

Such, to a m ind disposed to reason from facts to 
consequences, m ust appear the  present state o f  
public feeling in Ire land. T o  those, who know th a t  
the  hope o f  a change in the  political relations o f  this 
country , was n o t only anxiously fostered, b u t con­
fidently expected , i t  was natura l to suppose, tha t 
the  first effects o f  a disappointm ent equally sudden 
and decisive, would no t imm ediately produce a sta te  
o f  real tranqu illity  ; bu t th a t  the  same sentim ents 
which had until so lately openly displayed themselves 
in  the  undisguised hope o f  a  total change, would 
now be secretly employed, under  the  deceitful veii 
o f  calm inactivity, in  endeavours to alleviate despon­
dency bv devising o ther means for the accomplish­
m e n t  of  the ir  favourite scheme o f  policy. Hence, 
a suspicion would naturally  arise in the  minds o f  
those who really wished well to the ir  country, and  
who felt th a t  its happiness depended wholly on it* 
in te rna l union and tranquillity , tha t the present ap­
pearance o f  torpid silence might conceal the  agency 
o f  dangerous machinations ; and  when such a suspi­
cion was confirmed by reports o f lawless actions, to  
be a t tr ibu ted  to no o ther cause than the  sudden bursts 
o f  ill-repressed malignity, there  were still be tter  
g rounds for uneasiness. T h e  real friend o f  peace



fèlt as i f  he stood over a suspected mine : every 
sound that came upon his ear, struck his fancy as 
the  effect o f  the working o f  some unseen enemy 
below ; every trifling agitation shook his mind ais 
i f  i t  were the first burst o f  the  expected explosion.

T o  be relieved from such a state may be tru ly  
called a blessing. T o  be told from an authority, 
whose private character is intitled to our esteem, 
whose public office commands our respectful confi­
dence, tha t our fears are unfounded, m ust excite a 
sentiment tru ly  pleasing ; such a declaration is dou­
bly welcome at the present time, because it comes at 
a period when the actions o f  those supposed to have 
the  best private information o f  the operations o f  the 
discontented are at variance with it. Yet when we 
find the government o f  the country  passing laws 
evidently indicative of a belief, tha t the  seeds o f  
disaffection are not yet eradicated, and at the same 
tim e hear a person vested with one o f  the  most sacred 
and confidential situations under the  same govern­
ment, openly proclaiming that there are no grounds 
for apprehension, no necessity for new laws or se­
verer restrictions, however unshaken our confidence 
in the talents and virtues o f  such a person may be, 
we cannot but pause and ask ourselves— “ how these 
things can be ?”  We cannot bu t recur to the docu­
m ent in which this extraordinary contrariety is ex­
pressed, peruse it  with fresh interest, examine it 
with attention, revise, analyze it, balance it against 
the  weight o f  public authority by which it appears 
to  be borne down, compare it with the information 
derived from other sources, and thus endeavour to
procure a satisfactory knowledge of our real situ- 
ation.
. T he  most prominent circumstance tha t presents 
itself, on reading Justice F letcher’s charge, is the 
cheering assertion, tha t throughout the circuit in 
Vluch he presided, he had discovered, or observed
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t !0 serious purpose or se ttled  scheme of assailing his 
M ajesty’s governm ent, or any conspiracy connected  
w ith  in ternal rebels or foreign foes : and, also, th a t  
he  could discern no grounds for exciting  any unu­
sual alarm, or deviating in any m anner from the  
accustom ed forms o f  the adm inistration o f  justice . 
F ro m  the first o f  these obligations, few, i f  any, will 
b e  found to  dissent. Even such as may be inclined 
to  suspect th a t  a ta in t o f  th e  old leaven still ex­
ists, th a t  the  spirit o f  disaffection still lurks unseen, 
will concur with h im  in believing, th a t  it  has not 
w orked  itse lf  up  in to  the  m aturity  o f  treason : be ­
cause, w hatever m ay have been the  secret practices 
o f  the  enemies o f  the  British constitu tion during  
th e  prosperity  o f  the  la te F rench  governm ent, they  
m ust have been totally overwhelm ed in its fall, nor 
have sufficient means, as to  tim e or circum stance, 
been  since afforded to  digest any new plan o f  dis­
affection.

O n  recu rr in g  to  the  la tte r  part  o f  this assertion, 
th a t  th e  in te rna l sta te  o f  the country  did n o t war­
ran t any  ex traord inary  exertion o f  the  powers vested 
by  th e  constitu tion  in the  governm ent, it is conso­
la tory  to reflect, th a t  it proceeds from a person o f  u n ­
doub ted  legal inform ation, and equally undoubted  in­
dependence o f  m ind; as also, th a t  it  has been adduced  
as the  result o f  an investigation in to  the  quan tity  o f  
crim e ac tually  calling for punishm ent, in w hat has 
been  considered th e  most d isturbed p a r t  o f  the  coun­
try . I t  is however the  d u ty  o f  candour to acknow ­
ledge  th a t  implicit confidence in the  tru th  o f  these 
conclusions m ust be weakened, a t least in some 
degree, by collateral circumstances. A m o n g  these 
th e  m ost s tr ik ing  is the  melancholy exhibition o f  
national character th e re  exhibited. F o r  on surveying 
such a long and g loom y catalogue o f  causes, each 
o f  which m ust be followed by com m ensurate  effects, 
th e  inference forces i tse lf  upon th e  m ind, th a t  the
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actual d isturbances p roceeding  from  such a mass o f  
d iscontent and  depravity , must have been  overlook­
ed, or u n inqu ired  in to  by  the  w r i te r ;  unless we 
can  induce ourselves to believe th a t  a stock  o f  
o f  th e  materials o f  co rrup tion  can exist w ithou t p ro ­
d u c ing  a corresponden t q uan tity  o f  deprav ity  a n d  
d isturbance. T h e  ap p a ren t inconsistency m ay be 
accoun ted  for, e ither by supposing th a t  w ant o f  tim e 
or opportun ity  may have p reven ted  th is w riter, w hen  
traversing  th e  country  in a jud ic ia l capacity , from 
gain ing  tru e  an d  accura te  inform ation , or th a t  he 
has’ taken  too gloom y and  desponding  a view o f  these  
alledged causes o f  dissatisfaction. O n  review ing th e  
charge m ore accurate ly , th e  form er o f  these supposi­
tions appears m ore probable, because th o u g h  it com ­
m ences w ith a g ra tify ing  assurance, th a t  th e  co u n ­
t ry  presents an appearance o f  unusual tranquillity , 
y e t  in th e  developem ent o f  these causes, he speaks 
o f  th em  n o t only as likely to p roduce d isconten t, 
b u t  as hav ing  been a lready a t ten d e d  by th is  na tu ra l  
consequence : he dwells upon the real misery, d e ­
pravity , an d  tu rbu lence  th ey  have occasioned, an d  
calls upon his hearers, in  the  m ost solemn an d  im ­
pressive term s, to  aid, as far as th ey  can, in  sup­
pressing  them , and  to rem ove the  stigm a with which 
th is coun try  has been b ran d ed  by its enem ies abroad, 
and b y  it» t rad u cers  a t hom e.

T h is  se lf  contrad ic tion  m ust cast a shade o f  d o u b t 
upon th e  correctness o f  Justice  F le tc h e r ’s rep resen ­
tations ; an d  th is shade will be d a rkened  by fa r the r  
observation. I t  m ust now occur, th o u g h  perhaps our 
implicit re liance upon the w rite r’s sagacity m igh t 
have caused it to  have been h itherto  unno ticed , th a t  
though the  office o f  Ju d g e  affords th e  fairest an d  m ost 
extensive view o f  th e  quan tity  o f  crim e b ro u g h t  for­
w ard  for punishm ent, it furnishes no peculiar means o f  
ascerta in ing  what has been  perpetra ted , y e t  canno t be 
b ro u g h t home to  any individual offender : m urders
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m a y  be com mitted, property  destroyed, arms collected, 
banditti marshalled, ye t unless the actual commission 
o f  these atrocities can be traced  to the  persons impli­
cated, the calendar still remains unsullied: the  eye 
o f  public justice  is unprovided with the  means o f  in­
vestigating  the  course o f  gu ilt  th rough its secret 
mazes : the cry  o f  blood may be loud in the  streets, 
y e t  m ust the  sword o f  the law rest unsullied in its 
scabbard, as in the  times o f  profoundest tranquillity . 
T h a t  the  w riter o f  this eloquent charge was a t least 
in some degree misled through  w ant o f  due conside­
ra tion  o f  this circum stance, may be inferred from re ­
collecting, th a t  m any crimes com m itted by unknow n 
hands are so publicly known as to be detailed 
even in those journals  which appear most in ­
clined to give a false colouring to the  true  state o f  
public  affairs; nay, th a t  a m urder o f  this description, 
he igh tened  by  circum stances o f  peculiar atrocity , 
was sta ted  by the  Lord L ieu ten an t’s ch ie f  Secretary, 
am ong  the reasons for b r i n g in g  forward one o f  those 
acts, which Justice  F le tcher alludes to with strong 
m arks o f  disapprobation in the  la tte r  part of his 
charge. A  knowledge o f  what constitu tes one o f  
th e  m ost s tr ik ing  traits  o f  the  Irish Peasantry, m ight 
also have induced  this Ju d g e  to  pause before he 
rested  an assertion o f  so m uch consequence, on proofs 
so unsatisfactory ; to suspect th a t m uch  disease 
m igh t lu rk  within, though all was healthy on th e  ou t­
side. T h e  lower classes o f  the  Irish are rem arkable for 
the  fidelity with which they  adhere to their private 
engagem ents to  each other, particularly  when d i­
rec ted  again t those whom they call enemies and 
oppressors: previous to the  late rebellion in  1798, 
th e  g rea t difficulty to be surm ounted by governm ent 
was to procure inform ation ; and in the  insurrection 
o f  1803, scarcely a cloud was perceptible on the 
public horizon, till the  bolt fell. H ence  it  is 
th a t  in m any parts  o f  the  country, crimes may be
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frequently an d  almost publicly com m itted , w ithou t 
a possibility o f  p rocu ring  evidence to  establish the ir  
ex istence in a c o u r t  o f  criminal ju s t ice .  Ju s t ice  
F le tc h e r  seems to  have been in  some deg ree  a- 
w are  o f  this ; he seems as i f  to have s trugg led  w ith  
an  in ternal conviction, th a t  the  view he was e n a ­
bled  to  take  o f  the  coun try  th ro u g h  which he was 
carried  in his judic ia l capacity , was no t adequate  to  
afford th a t  correct and in tim ate  acquain tance  w ith  
th e  state o f  public morals on w hich alone assertion 
should rest. F o r  he is particu larly  gu ard ed  in dec la r­
ing , and in recu rr in g  to  the  declaration, th a t  his 
know ledge o f  th e  real sta te o f  th e  coun try , is deriv­
ed  solely from th e  calendar.

So ex traord inary  does such an assertion, res ting  oil 
such foundations appear, w hen com ing  from a  p e r ­
son vested in th e  m ost sacred cha rac te r  th a t  the  
constitu tion  can bestow, th a t  th e  m ind  is alm ost 
tem p ted  to  encourage the  singular opinion, th a t  he 
th o u g h t it necessary to  employ an innocen t artifice, 
in order to  arrest more strongly  the  a tten tion  o f  his 
h e a re rs ;  th a t  he wished to  com m ence, by  dazzling  
the ir  imaginations w ith a golden p rospect o f  unreal 
tranquillity , in order to  lead the ir  m inds to  the  more 
p a tien t exam ination o f  those discontents and  im m or­
alities, whose origin he was under  th e  necessity  o f  
referring  principally to  th a t  class o f  persons whom 
he was then  addressing. B u t the  known charac te r  
o f  the  m an m u st repel such a suspicion; his u n b e n d ­
ing rec titude  o f  spirit could never stoop to  t ru th  
th rough  artifice. H e  m ust have full c red it  for 
speaking as he though t, or a t  least as he felt. H e  
m ay have been m is taken ; his love to  his co u n try ­
m en  may have induced  h im  to  take up  an opinion in 
th e ir  favour, on g rou n d s  too s lig h t;  his a t tach m en t 
to  th e  regular forms o f  legal proceedings, those o u t­
works o f  justice raised by  the constitu tion, and re ­
ta ined  by the  reverence o f  long established utility ,



may have w arped his m ind  into an aversion against
any deviation from th e ir  usual course ; bu t artifice 
or deception, however excusable, are motives never 
to  be laid to his charge. I t  may therefore be laid 
down, th a t  such was his opinion o f  the state o f  the  
coun try , and  also, th a t  his know ledge was derived 
from the source to which he a ttribu tes it, and  to  no 
o ther, and  that, therefore, full dependence may be 
laid upon his exposition o f  this in teresting fact, as 
far as these sources could supply, b u t no further.

B u t though  from these reasons, this lawyer’s opi­
nion may not p roduce equal conviction on the  minds 
o f  all, ye t the  subsequent parts o f  the  charge af­
ford docum ents sufficient for th e  impartial investi­
g a to r  to deduce copious and well founded inferences. 
In  the  detail o f  what has fallen under the  cogni­
zance o f  his own senses, he is en titled  to full credit. 
A n  honest man will n o t pervert or falsify facts. But, 
in  draw ing conclusions, honesty is not sufficient. 
E ven  vigour of intellect, capable o f  conducting  
j u d g m e n t  th rough  the abstrusest intricacies o f  doubt, 
may be, and often is, frequently  accom panied w ith 
eqiial s trength  o f  prejudice, which distorts the in te l­
lectual vision, and renders the  purest in tentions use­
less. As far therefore as facts are concerned, the  
words o f  a m an o f  acknowledged in tegrity  are suffi­
c ien t ; in drawing conclusions, every one m ust em ­
ploy his own powers.

The sta tem ent o f  the  causes o f  the  discontent and 
imm orality, whose existence Justice F le tcher ac­
knowledges, reveals a gloomy retrospect. T hey  are 
num erous, destructive, and deeply-rooted— some o f  
them  originating in circum stances o f  long standing, 
and confirmed by old and habitual prejudices— som e 
resu lting  from the  unusual position in which the 
British Em pire has been placed during  the  late con­
vulsions o f  Europe— all, certainly, m uch to be de. 
plored, and  no t o f  easy remedy. T h is  writer, how*
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ever, does n o t  rest in  th e  mere recapitu la tion  of’ 
g r iev an ces :  he proceeds fu rther, an d  poin ts ou t 
w hat seem to him to  be the ir  best correctives. A  
b r ie f  inquiry in to  th e  correctness o f  his de ta il o f  
grievances, an d  in to  th e  probable success o f  his re- 
rnedies, com pared  with w hat has actually  been  done, 
will be useful. By such a sc ru tiny  only, can th e  
t ru e  resources o f  th e  co u n try  be developed. W e 
there fo re  com m ence th e  inqu iry , ta k in g  Ju s t ice  
F le tc h e r  for our guide as to  m atte rs  o f  ta c t  w ith ­
out, hesitation, and p roceed  in  the  first place, to  the  
enum eration  o f  the  circum stances to  w hich  th e  dis­
con ten ts  th a t  all deplore are im putable .

T hese  are s ta ted  in the  charge to  be— T h e  rise o f  
land— the  paper cu rrency— a m agistracy  e ither  too 
active or too ine rt— O range  Societies, ‘o r  as he af­
terw ards corrects the  expression, partv  associations__
C oun ty  Assessments— A bsen tee  s— T vthes .

T h e  rise o f  land, o rig inating  in an increased  de* 
m and for the  fruits o f  the  earth , p roduced  by  an  in ­
creased consum ption, has so far enhanced  th e  profits 
of th e  im m ediate holder, as to  m ake land  i tse lf  a 
purchase  eagerly  sought after. T h e  causes o f  th e  
increase o f  consum ption, m ay be traced  p artly  to  
th e  rapid  increase o f  population in Ire land , w hich  
has doubled itse lf  w ith in  the  last 30 years, partly  to  
th e  prodigious export encouraged  by th e  war. A s 
these causes have con tinued  to operate  du r in g  la te  
>ears, in a regularly  increasing  progression, an opi-
m on was ligh tly  formed, th a t  they  would still con ti­
nue  to  do so ; hence an ex travagan t b idd ing  for land  
took, place, which had the unavoidable consequence 
o t bearing heavy upon th e  holders o f  small farms, 
w ho had not m oney either to  procure the ir  renewal 
w hen out of lease, o r to  purchase the  im plem ents o f  
agricu ltu re  necessary to render a farm a t  a high r e n t  
profitable. Tlus undoubted ly  has excited  discon­
ten t.  B u t  it  is pleasing to reflect, th a t  one a t  least
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o f  the  causes has ceased on the  termination o f  the  
war. T h e  evil, therefore, i t  is probable, will soon 
rem edy itself. I t  is well it  should be so, for other­
wise, it  would be extrem ely difficult to  devise a re­
m edy for it. H a d  the price o f  land continued a t its 
form er rate, its value would have been actually de­
clining, in proportion to the rise of every article o f  
genera l consum ption : thus, while every person who 
derived their  means o f  support from the  produce 
o f  the  land, was enriching him self by the  change 
o f  circumstances, the  owner would have become 
gradually  poorer : ren ts m ust rise to  maintain him 
in  his form er rank. Besides, it is observable, tha t 
in  the  und is tu rbed  parts o f  Ire land, for every p a r t  
is no t affected by a spirit o f  tu rbu len t discontent, the  
farm er is no less able to  pay the  high ren t, than  for­
m erly  the  low : on th e  contrary , his situation still 
appears the  m ost comfortable and thriv ing  o f  any 
m em ber o f  the  com m unity . O ne poin t is certain, th a t  
i t  is a case in which governm ent cannot interfere. 
L an d  is a m arketable commodity, and like all others, 
its  value m ust fluctuate according to  the  demand. 
T h e  holder m ay occasionally dem and too much : i f  
he  does, h im self is generally  the  loser, and  the  com ­
m odity  soon finds its own level.

T h e  paper currency, which, as Justice F le tcher 
well rem arks, has given rise to a new species o f  
crim e th a t  now m uch enlarges the  calendar,-—the 
fo rg ing  and  u tte r in g  forged bank  notes— is also re ­
ferable to  the  war. T h e  restoration o f  general tran ­
quillity  will soon restore the  circulating medium to 
its anc ien t state, and  thus remove every tem ptation  
to  a crim e now too frequent. I t  m ust no t however 
b e  unnoticed , th a t  th e  re tu rn  o f  specie, while it abo­
lishes the  crime now complained of, will revive ano­
th e r  which a reference to the  annals o f  our criminal 
courts  will prove to have been equally common, th a t  
o f  counterfe iting  and debasing the  legal currency of

I
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the kingdom. A  coiner was a character, a t least 
as common heretofore, as a bank note forger is a t 
present.

T he  state o f  the Magistracy has afforded ju s t  
grounds for animadversion : but as the remedy o f  
this cause o f  discontent is recurred to at the latter p a r t  
o f  this essay, the consideration of the subject may 
be referred thither. In  its cause and remedy, it de­
pends almost wholly on the country  gentlemen* 
T hey  alone can reform abuses, which, however ge ­
neral and well grounded, are not easily b rough t to 
the  ■ knowledge o f  the public functionaries o f G o­
vernment. Justice Fletcher seems to be aware o f  
the difficulty o f  detecting and punishing delinquents 
o f  this species. A fter stating a case o f  glaring mis. 
conduct, he contents himself with reprobating its 
commission, thus evidently confessing tha t the p u ­
nishm ent was beyond his power. I f  indeed the M a­
gistracy be generally corrupt, its operations m ust be 
carried on with such a close connection of interests 
and feelings, nearly bordering upon what in the 
lower classes is called combination, as almost to  set 
detection and punishm ent at defiance.

# T he  Orange Societies have been a much more co- 
pious theme o f  discontent, though evidently as to  
their  means of injury, far less mischievous than tha t 
which has ju s t  now been mentioned. T h e ir  exis­
tence has been traced back to the pe tty  dissentions, 
falsely stiled religious, tha t prevailed between the 
different sects in a populous district in the N orth of 
Ireland, soon after the termination o f  the  American 
war. But the system, in its present state, originated 
about the year 1795. I t  is now clearly ascertained, 
and universally acknowledged, that there then ex­
isted in this country, an extensive and deep-laid con­
spiracy to overthrow the British Governm ent, and 
by means of an intimate connection with France, 
to establish an independent state in Ireland, whose
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in ternal governm ent was to  be regulated by th e  will 
o f  those who d irec ted  the  conspiracy, and who ex­
pec ted  to m aintain their  influence after the  revolu­
tion. T h e  ch ie f  means employed to  ex tend  their  
num bers, was to  gain over every one to  the ir  pa rty  
by a system o f  te rror. W hosoever refused to  take 
th e ir  secret oaths, was denounced as an enem y to  
th e  cause. T h e  same horrid  means of exterm ina­
tion now carrying on in some parts o f  Ireland, to  a 
smaller ex ten t, and for different purposes, were em ­
ployed to terrify  the  peaceable into acquiescence. 
T h e  m ystery in which all the concerns of this con­
spiracy were involved, th e  secrecy with which their  
plans were formed and executed , and the  steady 
fidelity th a t  cem ented  the  m em bers o f  it  to  each 
other, rendered  its operations most fatally success­
ful. I t  was no t enough, th a t  the  independen t coun­
t ry  gentlem an, or the  industrious farm er rem ained 
n e u te r  a t  hom e. H e  m ust jo in  the  union, 01 be 
b randed  as an enem y. T h e  slightest expression of 
a t tach m en t to the  constitu tion was treason to  the  
p a r ty ;  even silence was suspicious; and  suspicion 
soon ripened  in to  dreadful ce rta in ty . T h e  usual 
precautions for self defence were useless. T h e  te n ­
a n t  whom he fostered, the  servant whom he  fed, 
Avere often the  worst, because the  most unsuspected  
enemies. T h e  sanctity  o f  home was no longer a 
security  : th e  silence o f  the  night, often be trayed  the  
u n g u a rd ed  repose o f  the  family : th e  confidential 
inm ate  was the  guide to  the  m idn igh t assassin. J\o 
resource existed for the  peaceable and loyal, bu t 
the  m ilitary  pro tec tion  afforded by governm ent a 
resource, in such a w idely ex tended evil, far fro 
sufficient. O ne still rem ained to be tr ied  by uni - 
inn- in a solemn band  o f  fellowship the  loyalty, which, 
however depressed, still existed th rough  the  coun­
try , to  establish rallying points, w here the  peaceable 
in h ab itan t m igh t find refuge in case o f  a th rea tened



attack from their sanguinary enemies. T he  immedi­
ate consequence o f  this system was, th a t wherever 
Orange Societies existed, du ring the  period an teceden t 
to the  l'ebellion, the secret machinations o f  the dis- 
affected were crushed, the ir  powers were paralysed 
by the resistance o f  a force combined, com pact and  
secret like their  own, collected round the standard 
o f  loyalty, prepared to watch their movements, and  
capable o f  resisting their encroachments. Such 
was the history o f  the O range Societies during  th e  
period o f  Irish calamities, a history no t to be found 
indeed, or looked for in the fiery declamations o f  
party  writers, whose hearts and  pens were guided, 
not by a genuine feeling o f  patriotism, b u t by a 
spirit o f  aversion from every establishm ent w hich 
afforded no prospect o f  power or em olum ent to 
themselves, and has been gradually hardened by re ­
peated  disappointment, into a determ ined venemous 
hatred  o f  British connection,— men who have tes ti­
fied the continuance o f  this feeling, as long as it  
could be done, by the unqualified approbation o f  the  
lately fallen enemy to British greatness and E u ro p e­
an independence. From  such writers tru th  is no t 
to be expected ; as long as they en terta ined  views 
o f  success, by aggravated cases o f  grievance and op­
pression, and by delusive hopes of a be tte r  order o f  
things, falsehood was necessary : w hat then was the  
result o f a crooked policy, is now the natural effect 
o f  long confirmed habit. L e t the person who wish­
es to know w hat these Societies really were, and 
what were their effects, go through the country  and  
enquire of  the respectable part  o f the population, he 
will find many ready to give their open and hearty  
testimony that to the  Orangemen, the  orderly inha­
bitants o f  the parts o f  the  countryin  which their Socie­
ties existed are indebted for the security o f  their  p ro ­
perties, and  the preservation of their lives ; th a t  in 
every threatened danger they had recourse to them
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anti were never disappointed ; tlia t at the  m om ent o f  
peril, they  found them  a t the ir  post for the suppres­
sion o f  treason, and  the  defence o f  the  Constitution. 
T h is  Society is now held up to  censure and abhor­
rence . I t  could no t be otherwise. T h e ir  adherence 
to  a cause now tr ium phan t has excited  too many 
enemies, ever ready to  raise an ou tc ry  against them , 
and  seconded by  a still m ore num erous crowd ever 
ready  to echo the  favourite cry  o f  the  m om ent. T h e  
necessity  o f  th e ir  existence is now happily no t so 
im perious in the  p resen t state o f  society, when 
every  exertion  is m aking  to  restore the  public m ind  
to  pe rm an en t tranquillity . L ike  the  volunteers oi a 
fo rm er day, they  have done the ir  duty . L ike them , 
th e y  stood forw ard  a t  a season o f  universal alarm 
and  despondency. B oth  took up arm s a t  th e  call oi 
G o v ern m en t for th e  defence oi the  C onstitu tion  ; the  
fo rm er to  p ro tec t  i t  from  the  insults o f  a foieign 
enem y ; th e  la tte r , to  secure i t  from th e  still m oie 
dangerous  m achinations oi an in ternal foe.

H ow ever, though  the ou tc ry  against these Societies 
be  loudly and  perseveringly  k ep t up, it is far from 
universal. I t  is said, th a t  the ir  existence is the  cause 
o f  m uch  d iscontent. A m o n g  whom ?— certainly  no t 
am ong  th e  loyal : to  ano ther description o f  charac­
te r ,  no doubt, th e ir  appearance m ust excite  recol­
lections sufficiently painful and humiliating.  ̂ I t  is 
said, th a t  th ey  have given occasion to  m uch rio t and 
bloodshed. M any  jud ic ia l inquiries have taken  place 
in  consequence oi such allegations, and it has been 
ascerta ined  upon solemn and repeated  trials, in  the 
counties w here such deplorable events occurred , 
th a t  th e y  universally owed the ir  first origin to  the  
p a r ty  which had set i tse lf  in array  against this public 
display o f  loyalty. O n e  fact o f  la te  occurrence 
tends  to prove with some degree oi certain ty , th a t  
public opinion is n o t s o  generally  inim ical to the exis­
tence  of* O range Societies as m igh t be im agined
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from the clamours o f  a party  which endeavours to 
supply by noise its deficiency in numbers, strength , 
a»d consequence. N otwithstanding its utm ost 
endeavours to obtain signatures to a petition against 
these Societies, it  was presented to the  Im perial 
Parliam ent last Session, sanctioned by a list o f  names 
equally contemptible in num bers and respectability. 
B u t i f  the ir  continuance be dangerous, the law is 
open. Every act against secret combinations bears 
upon them. T he  judges, and am ong the  rest, the  res-

!)ectable author of  the pam phlet under discussion, 
iave' declared, th a t  i f  their  suppression be deem ed 

necessary in the  country , they are within the  scope 
o f  the law as it stands at present. T here  is no occa­
sion for new acts or petitions. I f  b rough t before the  
Courts o f  Justice, they  are amenable to their  ju r is ­
diction. Yet, the fact is, and i t  is w orthy o f  seri­
ous notice, as affording a decisive proof th a t  they 
are no t generally looked upon as being such odious 
combinations as those who have smarted beneath  the  
vigour o f  their spirit would fain represent them  ; the 
fact is, th a t  there is not a single instance upon re­
cord, in which legal proceedings have been taken  
against Orangemen, merely on account o f  their be­
ing so. This combination o f  proofs clearly evinces, 
tha t they are not th a t  atrocious kno t o f  tu rbu len t 
fanatics which some would paint them ; it also evinces, 
tha t the general opinion o f  those parts o f  the  coun­
try  where they are best known, is not hostile to 
them — But, as has been observed, the time o f  their  
services is past : and if  their continuance be in any 
manner detrimental to the future quiet o f  the coun­
try , if  it afford a plausible pretext for disturbing it, 
il it excite unpleasant sensations in the minds, even 
o f  those who were at one period most hostile to the 

- present order of things— it were better they should be 
discontinued*.

*  Vide Note, tast
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T h e  heavy county  assessments, imposed often 
w ithou t sufficient necessity, and  always pressing 
m ost severely on the  poor land-holder, is ano ther 
an d  a well founded source o f  com plaint. T h e  cause 
and  rem edy are bo th  to  be found in th e  in terior ad­
m inistra tion  o f  the  coun ty  ; a tru s t, which the  con­
s ti tu tion  has lodged in the hands o f  th e  cou n try 'g en -  
tlem en , and  in which governm en t can scarcely m ake 
any  m aterial changes, w ithou t b reak ing  in upon th a t  
constitu tion , which it  is th e ir  chief du ty  to  m ain­
ta in  inviolate.

T h e  drain on th e  resources o f  the  country , toge­
th e r  with the  neg lect o f  the  public duties o f  Society, 
occasioned by th e  p e rm a n t V absence of the lead ing  
nob lem en  and  g en try  or propery, is a grievance 
equally  to  be deplored, and  still more difficult o f  re ­
dress. A ny  rem edy  which the  legislature could ap­
ply, m ust m ilita te  against one g rea t  principle of ci­
vil liberty , the  r igh t o f  transferring  ourselves and  
o u r  p roperties  w hithersoever we please ; i t  also mili­
ta te s  against the  progress of national im provem ent, 
b y  te n d in g  to restrain  tire wealthy p a r t  o f  the  com ­
m u n ity  from visiting foreign countries, where b y  
observing  a t  the ir  leisure, th e  various processes o f  
science, arts, or m anufactures, or by investigating 
th e  effects o f  different moral and political institu ­
tions, th ey  can a t a fu tu re  period re tu rn  home, s to r­
e d  with the  seeds o f  national prosperity. I t  is one 
o f  those g rea t  dilemmas in legislation, in which i t  is 
h a rd l  v possible to  unite expediency with justice . -The 
on ly  p erfec t remedy, would be a revival o f  p u ­
b lic  spirit in this class o f  society, so tha t a steady  
p rincip le  o f  patriotism  m igh t be a corrective to  an  
excessive th irs t  for pleasure. I t  is however a sin­
gu la r  fact, th a t  in th e  two populous and wealthy 
counties o f  Down and A ntrim , there  are b u t  few ab­
sentee landlords, th e ir  g rand  ju r ies  and country  
m eetings, always exhibit a respectable list o f  noble-
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men and gentlem en o f  property, yet in no other part 
o f  the kingdom  have the other sources of complaint 
already enum erated been more copious : lands have 
risen prodigiously in value ; the num ber o f  private 
banks, and consequently the quantity o f  paper cur­
rency, increased greatly  ; the  people ever discontent­
ed with the conduct o f  their magistrates ; O range 
Societies prevalent ; county assessments extrem ely 
heavy ; ty thes rated high, and every year encreas- 
ing. H ence it may be inferred, th a t  the presence 
oi’ landlords, is no t such an effectual check upon 
other abuses as m ight at first be imagined. I t  is also 
worthy o f  notice, th a t  this cause o f  grievance often 
corrects itself. Absence produces increased expen­
ses, in consequence o f  which, many o f  the  ex ten­
sive properties hitherto  in the hands o f  men who 
were acquainted with them  only in their ren t rolls, 
have been transferred by purchase either wholly or 
in part, to others who have not yet surfeited 011 the 
sweets o f  domestic residence. T hus the  property  
o f  the country gradually reverts to resident land­
holders, and the evil proportionally diminishes.

Tythes are the last on this list o f  grievances, and 
confessedly the greatest. On this subject, i t  will be 
sufficient to quote two great, though opposite au­
thorities, Lord Castlereagh and M r G ra ttan . T he  
former o f  these statesmen declared in his place in 
Parliament, tha t it was the wish o f  G overnm ent to 
make some perm anent arrangem ent on this subject, 
tha t m ight do. away the uncertainty o f  their  opera­
tion, and silence the murmurs they occasioned, tha t it 
had often come before them for this purpose, b u t 
th a t  it was attended with difficulties so hard to be 
surmounted, as rendered  the hope o f  any equitable 
compensation very unpromising. The. latter, in the  
same solemn manner, publicly imputed the whole o f  
this grievance to the  unjust and narrow policy of the 
çountry gentlemen of Ireland. T h e  state o f  the

*
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ty th in g  system, he po in ted  o u t to be as follows. 
W hen  Ire land had becom e somewhat tranquillized 
af te r  the  g rea t convulsion o f  1688, th e  clergy en ­
deavoured  to recover the ir  usual stipends from the 
produce  o f  the  earth  : among o ther articles, they  
claim ed th e  ty th e  o f  dry cattle, te rm ed  in legal 
phrase , th e  ty th e  o f  agistm ent. M ost o f  the  coun­
try  was at this tim e under  pasture, and in the  pos­
session o f  the  g rea t  land-holders. T hey  resisted the  
p ay m en t o f  this species o f  ty the , and  when the  c ler­
g y  shewed a determ ination  to  vindicate the ir  r igh t 
by  legal proceedings, they  had  influence sufficient 
to  pass a vote in  the  H ouse o f  Commons— they in ­
deed  m ay be said to  have been the  House o f  Com ­
m ons— declaring, th a t  whoever took any steps to  re ­
cover th e  ty th e  o f  agistm ent, was an enem y to  his 
co u n try — for thus was the  phrase th en  prostitu ted . 
T h e  clergy, d e te rred  by  a  th re a t  supported  by  
pow er which was than  almost w ithou t control both  in 
th e  cen tre  o f  G overnm ent, and  in the ir  separate 
co u n try  residences, were forced to  relinquish th e  
claim. T h e  consequence was, th a t  they  were com ­
pelled  to  seek the  ty the , the ir  only m aintenance, 
in  the  little  field and  pota toe garden  o f  the  labour­
in g  peasant, who was the  only agricu ltu ris t o f  the  
day. T h u s , while the  country  gentlem an, who i rot- 
e d  every  one an enem y to  the  country  th a t  in terfered  
w ith  his usurped  privilege, impoverished the land 
b y  encourag ing  an extensive system of pasturage, 
h e  was the  actual, though  rem ote cause o f  oppres­
sion to  the  real friend o f  the  true  interests of the  
coun try , th e  pe tty  farm er ; while the  clergy, resisted 
by  pow er on the  one side, and  by poverty  on the 
o ther, w ere forced to  con ten t themselves w ith w hat 
rem ained  o f  the  small portion o f  their honest dues. 
T h e  rapid  increase o f  th e  prosperity  o f  th e  country  
founded  on its only tru e  basis, the prom otion o f  an 
extensive and scientific system o f  agricu lture, has
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diminished this evil ; every year’s improvement will 
lessen it : b u t such a final arrangem ent, as will p re ­
vent any pretence for a clashing o f  interests between
the pastor and his flock will, doubtless, be p regnan t 
with the most beneficial effects, both to the country  
and to the cause o f  religion.

The inquiry into the  sources o f  the moral causes 
retarding the  prosperity o f  Ireland, to  which Justice  
F letcher proceeds, is no t less in teresting than  th a t  
which has been ju s t closed. F o r  i f  the  character o f  the  
people be debased by immorality, the ir  discontents 
will find vent in every species o f  lawless outrage. 
T h a t immoiality and outrage prevail to an alarming 
degree, is a t iu th  melancholy indeed, b u t too evi­
dent to adm it o f  concealment. T h e  developement 
of the causes is, as in the  form er instance, the  best 
guide to the cure.

T he  first cause of immorality stated by Justice 
I 'le tcher is, th a t  the  religious bond o f  connection be- 
between the Catholic Pastor and his flock has been 
'inveighed against by those who call themselves 
friends to the constitution in church and state • tha t 
i t  has been in some instances weakened and nearly 
destroyed. T he  following observations may induce 
some to tlnnk tha t too m uch stress has been laid on 
this point. I t  is well known th a t  the greatest de­
gree of turbulence and lawlessness exists at present 
in those districts which may be said to be wholly 
peopled by Catholics, where it  would be difficult 
and even perilous in one o f  a different persuasion 
to express a contem pt for their religious observances 
or to tam per with the religious connexion between 
priest and people. I t  is equally notorious, tha t in 
those parts o f  Ire land  where the  different sects o f  
of Christianity are more equally blended, and where 
therefore there would be stronger inducements and

?pP°rtUnÍtÍe^ ° r such interference, the 
Catholic population uniformly more industrious,
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orderly and  tranquil. T h e  Pro testan ts , or according 16 
Ju s tice  F le tch er’s phrase, those who call themselves 
friends to  the constitu tion in church  and state, have 
n o t many opportun ities  o f  in terference with the ir  

\  Catholic b re th ren  : w hen  such offer, they  are p rin ­
cipally em ployed in disseminating bibles, and  such 
books as may tu rn  them to the  study o f  the  g rea t  
t ru th s  the re  tau g h t, as also in establishing schools 
w here  books o f  this description may be read. I n ­
te rference  o f  this k ind  can hard ly  be deem ed p ro­
ductive  o f  im m orality . I f  i t  separate the  peasant 
from  the  priest, i t  unites  him to a h igher pastor. 
B u t  the  tru th  is, little  is effected in this way. Bi­
bles are d istributed, and  schools are opened: the  low­
er  classes a t first gladly receive the  bible, and  send 
th e ir  children to the  schools : th e  priest issues his 
prohib ition , and  so far is the  connection from being 
b roken , th a t  th e  bibles are re tu rned , th e  schools 
deserted , and none ven tu re  to  disobey the  m andate, 
unless a t  the  same tim e they  change the ir  religious 
profession. Such a separation of the  priest from th e  
people, therefore, as is followed by  a rejection o f  
every  religious tie , is a cause hard ly  adequate to  the  
effect a t t r ib u te d  to  it  : i t  may happen  occasionally, 
b u t  its operation is and  m ust be  ex trem ely  lim ited.

T h e  tw o n e x t  sources o f  imm orality, for they  
nearly  resem ble one ano ther in k ind  and effect, a ie  
th e  m ode o f  tak ing  the  accounting  affidavits, by  
w hich  the  coun ty  presen tm ents  are verified, and  the  
reg is try  o f  freeholders. T o  nam e these p ie g n a n t  
fountains o f  depravity  is sufficient ; those acquain ted  
w ith the  usual mode o f  transac ting  county  business, 
o f  w hich  th e  two cases ju s t  m entioned constitu te  the  
th e  p rincipal part, if th ey  have any sense o f  shame 
w ould  g ladly  pass them  over in silence, w ere it  not 
th a t  th ey  glare in th e  face o f  every peasant in  the  
coun try . T h e  fault is solely in the  co un try  gen tle­
m en  : the  rem edy  solely in the ir  power. I f  men,
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to whom a solemn trust is committed, a trust th a t  
can be no where else safely deposited,— if  such men, 
conscious o f  the indispensable necessity there  is for 
their  services, will violate that trust, and with a 
daring shamelessness avow their profligacy and com ­
bine in guilt, no law, no administration can 
control them. A  knot o f  knaves will find a loop­
hole in any law however closely fabricated ; a ju n to  
o f  domineering landholders will easily w^ard off the 
sword o f  justice by mutual concealment, or even, a t 
times, by setting its authority a t defiance.

T he  profligacy arising from the manner in which 
the civil-bill business was transacted before the  ap­
pointm ent o f  assistant barristers, has been for se­
veral years done away : its introduction into a list 
o f the causes o f  immorality actually existing and 
requiring reformation, seems only useful to augm ent 
the  list o f grievances.

Illicit distillation brings up the rear o f  this bane­
ful train o f  vices. I ts  operation is well traced in 
Justice F letcher’s pamphlet, to the  encouragem ent 
afforded by the  landlord to the poor tenant, to .adopt 
this as a substitute for honest industry for the  pay­
ment of extravagant rent. Its consequences are too 
horrible for detail. In  what part soever o f  the  coun­
try it finds a lurking place, there desolation spreads 
her baleful mantle over the land : famine fixes his 
residence in the cotter’s hearth, and idleness scour­
ges his victim to the gallows. T he exertions made by 
the administration to pu t down a practice equally 
ruinous to the great financial interests o f the Empire, 
as to the prosperity o f  the country— the innumerable 
checks introduced against fraud and collusion— the 
many acts, and the still more numerous amendments 
o f  those acts, in hopes of  at length devising some 
effectual means of eradicating this noxious weed th a t  
choaks up the veryfgerm of industry, are well known. 
The evil is imputed to  the  right cause by Justice

D

\
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F le tch er  : an iniquitous traffic for an  enormous ra te  o f 
ren t, to  be com pensated by an enormous profit o f  th e  
land, purchased  at th e  expense o f  every public v irtue 
and every domestic charity, is deem ed by the  land­
holder sufficient reason for stim ulating the  ignorant 
peasan try  to  a p ractice which th e  law o f  G o d  abhors, 
and  the  law o f  man denounces.

O n  te rm inating  this sum m ary review o f  the  dis­
con ten ts  o f  Ire land , one p reg n an t source o f  dissatis­
faction appears to  be passed by wholly w ithout 
notice. Y e t it is one th a t  has p roduced  powerful 
effects, and  which it  m igh t be supposed would have 
natu ra lly  suggested itse lf  to  the  m ind o f  the  writer, 
w hen dwelling on th e  ill consequences o f  illegal 
pa rty  associations. T h e  Catholic board, or ra ther  
the  m anner in which the  proceedings o f  th a t  society 
w ere carried  on, ten d ed  to  excite a spirit o f  restless 
tu rb u len ce  th a t  m ust have te rm inated  in some dread­
ful explosion, h ad  i t  n o t been  coun terac ted  by the 
na tu ra l consequences o f  a  still m ore fiery spirit o f  
restless tu rbu lence  within itself. I t  is now fallen,—  
fallen, not by the  s trong  arm o f  governm ent, b u t by 
th e  u n ited  condem nation  o f  all who witnessed the  
fran tic  excesses o f  its p igm y aspirations to  legislative 
au thority ,— unpitied  and  unnoticed , except in scorn, 
even by its form er friends. T h e  hand o f  govern­
m e n t was s tre tched  over it  in its fall only to  te rm inate  
its expiring  convulsions. I t  could n o t have been its 
non-existence th a t  sc reeneditfrom  tliisw riter’snotice: 
because non-existence has not been a screen to  o ther 
causes o f  d iscontent. T h e  reader m ust have observed 
th a t  abuses already en tom bed and almost forgotten , 
have been raised from the ir  graves to give solemnity to 
this exhibition. N or ough t Justice F le tch er  to  be 
igno ran t th a t  the  fragm ents o f  this b roken  cabal 
were still traversing  the  country  w ith  im potent 
activity, and  collecting assemblages o f  hearers under 
the nam e o f  aggregate  meetings, to  whom  they
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m ight display the sufferings of their country and 
their own powers o f  eloquence. This last a ttem pt 
o f  an expiring faction has failed. In  vain have a few 
briefless lawyers made a voluntary circuit to display 
bursts o f  oratory tha t never were heard elsewhere': 
the  good sense o f  the people, who, however they  
may be led astray for a time by the practices o f  
designing men, generally ju d g e  correctly  at last, 
has taught them  to appreciate their intrinsic worth­
lessness. W ith respect to their talents, a fair esti­
m ate may be formed by considering th a t  those, to  
whose managem ent in the  profession for which thev  
had been educated, no one entrusts a common legal 
process, are bu t ill qualified to conduct the affairs o f  a 
great people ; and as to their integrity, equal means 
o f  arriving at a correct ju d g m en t may be had by 
reading their votes o f  massy services o f  plate to 
one another, while their sincere, though ill-advised 
advocates, to whose services alone they owed their 
short-lived celebrity, arc languishing in prison.

To this cause of disturbance— now no more, thanks 
to the good pense of the people and the well p ropor­
tioned combination of forbearance and vigour in the 
administration— may be added another, equally, i f  
not still more notorious, though equally unnoticed 
by Justice F letcher —the inflammatory publications 
with which part o f  the periodical press o f  Ireland 
teems, and which are circulated and read with the 
utmost avidity by the lower classes in most parts o f  
the country. On reflecting on the description o f  
persons who thus arrogate to themselves the righ t 
o f  instructing their countrymen in politics, the tenor 
of their lessons may be easily guessed. Men without 
education or profession, disappointed in their pur­
suits, unwilling or unable to attain the rank in 
society which is the real object o f their  wish by the 
exertions o f  genuine ability or honest industry, 
loquacious railers at abuses in which they do not

*
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share, ingenious devisers o f  reform which m ay give 
them  an open for im proving their  means o f  subsis­
tence , circulators o f  whispers, venders of  falsehood, 
o r distorters o f  t ru th ,  with no farther rule of  distinc­
tion  betw een v irtue  or vice, than  as e ither promotes 
th e ir  own prospects o f  individual aggrandisem ent ;—  
such are the  patrio tic  political instructors o f  the peo­
ple. T h e ir  lectures are delivered to their  disciples 
som etim es in the  form o f  a newspaper, whose sale is 
m ain ta ined  by adm inistering to  the  irritable passions 
o f  the  m ultitude , sometimes in th e  more imposing^ 
form  of a periodical publication, a com pound ot 
vulgar scurrility  and indiscrim inate invective, where 
every  paragraph would be libellous, were i t  no t all 
libel. T hese  are bought up with avidity by th e  
ignoran t peasantry, who hail every one as a friend 
th a t  rails against the ir  superiors, and  the  sale in tu rn  
serves to supply fresh fuel to  the  oven o f  sedition.—  
T h u s  to  use an expression in the  charge— “ these two 
circum stances operate upon each o ther like cause 
and  effect, the  cause p roducing  the effec t; and  the  
effect, by re-action, p roducing  the  cause.”

A n  omission o f  ano ther k ind  serves also to  in­
crease the  doub t as to  the  accuracy  o f  the  inquiry 
m ade by this ju d g e  in to  the  state o f  the  country . 
T h e  causes o f  d iscontent and  imm orality are univer­
sal ; they  pervade every part  o f  the coun try  ; they  
m ay  be said to en ter  into every cottage ; y e t  th e  
effects are by no means so equally or universally 
apparen t. Some parts o f  the  coun try  are in a state 
o f  profound tranquillity  and obedience to Jaw : others 
are  inflamed almost to  insurrection : an investigation 
in to  the  reasons o f  this anomaly, this unequal pro­
duction  o f  effect ac ting  from the  same causes, ough t 
to  have had  a place in an inquiry  o f  this natu re . In  
any  o the r  person, such an omission would raise a 
well g rounded  suspicion o f  designed insincerity ; 
in  the  present instance, i t  m ust a t  least evince 
degree  o f  negligence n o t wholly undeserving oi 
gomment.
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On turn ing  from this discouraging detail o f  discon­
tent and profligacy, still more discouraging because 
well ascertained and widely extended, a more pleasing 
duty  remains. T he  writer has not dwelt on the 
abuses alone ; he has also touched on their remedies. 
I t  is indeed to be regretted, th a t after proceeding 
with such minuteness o f  detail through the  more 
unpleasing parts o f his task, expatiating so much a t 
large upon them both in their  causes and conse­
quences, he has taken bu t a slight and superficial 
glance at what the patrio t and philanthropist would 
lovs to dwell on. Thus, in proceeding to this part  
o f  his investigation, the first remedy suggested by 
him is, “ the removal o f  the causes o f  d isturbance.”  
W ere levity admissible in a discussion in which our 
dearest interests are concerned, were it allowable to 
glance the slightest shaft o f  ridicule against the ex ­
pressions of a man venerable from his public station, 
highly respectable for integrity  o f  principle and 
pureness o f  intention, this remedy would almost 
bring to the recollection H am let’s celebrated instruc­
tions to  his courtier friends, for playing on the flute. 
Remove the causes of disturbance— W hy ! it  is to  
stop the flowing o f  the tide, to quench the  confla­
gration o f  an Indian forest, to eradicate by a single 
effort, the countless shoots o f  a diseased vegetation, 
fostered in a fruitful soil, and swelled up by long 
neglect into the  greatest magnitude. T o  advise 
such a remedy is b u t to  appal the mind by exhibit­
ing the hopelessness of the  attem pt.

On such a subject, to deal in general expressions 
isbut a species of mockery which only wants the guilt o f  
intention to swell it  into flagrant culpability. I t  is 
painful to observe, on proceeding, th a t  all the o ther 
remedies, though somewhat more detailed, are in like 
manner expressed in general terms.— Let the absen­
tees employ some of their  property a t home— let the  
piagistiacy be reformed— let there be a commutation
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o f  ty th e— suppress the  hom e consumption o f  whis­
key— establish an equal and speedy administration 
o f  ju s t ice— let party  associations be discountenanced. 
Such an enum eration  o f  detached expedients can 
answer no useful purpose : they  afford no hold for 
p ractica l reform ; they  are in fact included in the  
previous detail o f  evils, the  recital o f  each o f  which 
canno t fail to  suggest the  necessity o f  adopting a 
con tra ry  m ethod : they  are th e  abortive production  
o f  a m ind  more eager after the discovery o f  w hat is 
wrong, than  willing or able to  gu ide  to  w hat is right. 
T h e  professor who confines his political lec ture  to  
such topics undertakes  a du ty  easy to himself, and  
m ost g ra te fu l to his hearers, because to expatiate on 
abuses is easier than  to devise the  means o f  specific 
reform s, and to  listen to  a tale o f  censure is m ore 
g ra te fu l than  to receive instructions on which them ­
selves are to  act, or to hear praises in which they  are 
conscious o f  being  in titled  to no share.

In s tead  o f  en te r in g  upon the  discussion o f  topics 
n o t trea ted  o f  in a m anner from which benefit can  
be derived, i t  will be m ore profitable as well as more 
consolatory to exam ine w hat has been actually done, 
an d  w hat is doing  to allay the  sp irit o f  d iscontent tha t 
d is trac ts  th e  public. T h e  fa r th e r  consideration o f  
Ju s t ice  F le tc h e r ’s rem edies shall therefore be passed 
over wTith b u t  one rem ark  ; which is, th a t  in com mon 
w ith  m a n y  other reform ers, he can adm it o f  no re ­
m edies b u t  h is own ; and in confident reliance on 
th e  u ltim ate  success o f  those prescriptions which a re  
to  be  -administered he tells no t how, and are to  
opera te  he says not when, he  rejects with scorn any 
correctives th a t  are applied a t  present to  check  the 
progress o f  the  evil, until m ore powerful applica­
tions can ex e rt  the ir  full virtues. This  p ractice  he 
supports, no doubt, on the  principle w ith  which he 
com m ences, th a t  no trace  o f  any se ttled  scheme or 
conspiracy against th e  governm ent is discernible,

28-
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exhibiting a picture o f  the circuits in confirma- 
tion o f  this assertion, to prove th a t  the  quantity  of 
crime indicates no tendency to insurrection. B ut 
when the causes o f  disturbance are weighty and 
numerous, disseminated through every pore, and  
breaking out in hideous deformities on every part o f  
the body politic, must it not be th a t  the seeds o f  
disaffection are shed, and not only shed, bu t fostered 
and ready to burst forth whenever a favourable season 
invites ? Rebellion may originate in some temporary 
discontent, as lately in the  m anufacturing towns o f  
England; bu t then it is easily suppressed, and as soon as 
suppressed, exterm inated; but when the whole mass is 
corrupt, when deeply rooted discontent and immorality 
brood in every part, there disaffection m ust be for 
ever lurking, ready at the  first spark to burst into 
an universal explosion. T here  it  shews itself no t in 
an attem pt to remove some single grievance, b u t in 
a deep-rooted hatred of every existing establishment. 
There all may be blooming above, while the smo­

thered fire is raging within the entrails. A fter  such a 
display o f  grievances, combined with a laxity, or to 
speak more correctly, a perversity o f  morals capable 
of every excess, to say tha t there is no danger be­
cause the flame o f  disaffection is not blazing abroad, 
is to know bu t little o f  human nature, and to point 
at remedies slow in operation and distant in effect, 
to the rejection of immediate checks and preventa- 
tives, indicates still less knowledge o f  the principles 
of general policy.

A  short survey o f  what has been lately done to 
ameliorate the internal situation o f  Ireland, will 
prove to every dispassionate mind tha t the thoughts 
of government have been turned to permanent 
íemedies as well as to temporary restraints. A  
census has been undertaken to ascertain the state o f  
the population, as the  best basis for future proceed- 
mgs, without which, all calculations affectingO

»



the  whole island m ust be vague and illusory.—  
Illic it distillation has been checked as far as could be 
done by an adm inistration n o t only no t supported, 
b u t  often counteracted  by those to  whom the power 
o f  enforcing the  laws is committed. National E d u ­
cation  has been patronized and carried to an extent, 
w hich some years ago would have been deem ed im ­
practicable  by any consum ption o f  tim e or labour. 
Laws dim inishing the  num ber o f  capital punishm ents 
have been  enacted . T h e  system of im prisonm ent 
and  correction is improved by the adoption o f  solitary 
confinem ent and many im provem ents in the  interior 
econom y o f  prisons ; though  it is to be regre tted , 
th a t  g rand  ju ries  have in th is as well as o ther cases, 
shewed m uch remissness in following up the  wishes 
o f  the  governm ent, and  the  orders o f  the legislature. 
A  plan for substitu ting  pun ishm ent by h a rd  labour 
in  place o f  transporta tion  is in forwardness. So 
lately  as last session, an  ac t has been passed at the  
same tim e with those so severely com m ented on by 
Ju s tice  F le tcher, though he passes i t  over in silence, 
for the  purpose o f  affording the  poor m an easier 
m eans o f  redress in cases o f  assault ; forming a 
step a t  least to  one o f  this w rite r’s remedies for 
enabling th e  co ttager to obtain “  th a t  j ustic£  
w hich th a t  i t  may benefit him, m ust be b rough t 
hom e to his door.”  T hese  are no t the  measures of 
m en capable o f  “  devising no rem edy b u t  A c t  ot 
Parliam ent after A c t  o f  Parliam ent in  q u ick su cces-  
sion, fram ed for coercing and p u n i s h i n g ,  — who 
can apply “  no corrective b u t  the  rope and the  gib- 
be t .”  Such measures afford a prospect or b e tte r  
times. I t  is also highly pleasing to observe, as every 
one who has studied  this country  for the  last th ir ty  
vears m ust have done, th a t  the characte r  of the 
Irish  country  gentlem an, to  whom this w riter traces 
th e  g reater  p a r t  o f  th e  present discontents, is e \e ry  
day improving. T h e re  was a  tim e when the  iffno-
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ta n c e  which now they are ashamed of, was their  
pride. T hey  are anxious for instruction, and g ra te ­
ful to the  person who offers it. O f  this Justice 
F letcher gives an instance in the case o f  the  G rand  
Ju ry  o f  the county o f  T ipperary, where his well- 
tim ed admonition produced a saving to the county  
o f  9,600/. T h e  present charge, teem ing with cen­
sure against the general conduct o f  the Irish gentry , 
to whom he imputes, either openly or by implica­
tion, most o f  the evils he deplores, is a still s tronger 
instance tha t he thinks them at least open to in s truc­
tion.’ As their inclination for improvement, so also 
their opportunities have increased. T h e  advance 
o f  useful knowledge has until lately been fe tte red  by  
the shackles o f  war. A  more intimate and frequent 
communication is daily taking place between these 
two islands. Its consequence will be a m utual in ­
terchange of benefits : the Irish will learn to appre­
ciate the advantages of English industry and inge­
nuity : the English will be taugh t the true  estimate o f  
the virtues o f  the  genuine Irish character. T hey  have 
become acquainted with each other in war : m utual 
esteem and respect, combined with an unity  o f  in te­
rest, will cement their a ttachm ent during  peace.

Such remedies however are slow. T h e  beneficial 
effects resulting from operations which are to accom­
plish a healing change in the whole range o f  public 
feeling, from the magistrate to the peasant, m ust be 
the result o f  much time ; something more imm ediate 
is wanting to check the temporary effusions o f  rest­
lessness and discontent, which though they do no t 
leave a mark on the calendar, are to be heard o f  in 
every newspaper, and have been severely felt in 
many a private family. T he  acts so m uch censured 
in the  charge are o f  this nature. T heir  general o u t­
line is fairly given by this writer, because, as has 
been said, whenever facts are at issue, his assertion 
is entitled to confidence: it is briefly as follows.

E
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A n y  tw o m agistrates may call a special m eeting  of 
th e  m agistrates o f  any county, where, i f  their num ber 
am oun t to  seven, a petition may be framed and 
transm itted  to the  L o rd  L ieutenant, p raying  to have 
the  county , or any particular division of it, de­
clared  in a sta te  o f  disturbance ; a s ta tem ent o f the  
g rounds on which it  is made m ust be annexed to  the  
petition . I f  approved by the  L o rd  L ieu tenan t and  
Privy Council, a proclam ation to  th e  same effect is 
issued. I ts  principal effects are the  establishm ent 
o f  a perm anen t sessions in the  d isturbed district, 
u n d e r  the d irection  o f  a serjeant a t  law, or o ther 
lawyer sent down for th a t  special purpose, to try  all 
persons charged  w ith  offences ten d in g  to the  dis­
tu rb an ce  o f  th e  public peace, and  none other. T h e  
following are the  offences which come w ithin  the  
jurisdiction o f  this court.— Inhab itan ts  of the  dis­
tu rb e d  d istric ts  being  found ou t of theii dwellings 
w ithou t good cause, a t  any tim e betw een one hour 
afte r  sun-set and  sun-rise— not being  found a t hom e 
d u rin g  the  same hours— tak ing  unlawful oaths—  
having  arms w ithou t being  duly privileged to keep 
t hem — being  found  in public houses a t any hour be­
tw een  n ine  at n ig h t  and six in the  m orn ing— assem­
b lin g  tum ultuously— haw king  seditious pam phlets. 
T h e  p u n ish m en t is transporta tion  for seven years. 
T h e  au th o rity  o f  the  court and  the preservation of 
th e  public  peace is m aintained by a tem poia iy  po ­
lice establishm ent, consisting of a superin tend ing  
m agistra te  in each d isturbed barony, (whom  the 
usual coun ty  m agistrates are to  assist,) a ided by 
a sufficient num ber o f  ex tra  constables. A ll the  
expenses incu rred  by this new  establishment, which 
is to con tinue  while th e  disturbances exist and  no 
longer, are to  be defrayed  by  the  county  or district
u n d e r  proclam ation. .

This- analysis o f  these bills best explains their  n a ­
tu re . T h e y  cannot be forced upon  any county
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without the  consent o f  the  magistrates, and remain 
in operation no longer than the state o f  disturbance 
continues. T he extraordinary powers of this court 
ex tend but to one species o f  crime, which is well de­
fined and limited, and it is com petent to inflict but 
one species o f  punishment, a punishm ent not ex­
tending to life or property, and acting also as a 
corrective, by removing the offender from the scenes 
and connections likely to maintain the spirit of dis­
turbance, and to fix him for a time in a d istant re ­
sidence where he is necessitated to adopt a course of 
life, which, if  steadily pursued, m ust conduct him 
even there to  comfort and independence, and when 
the  term o f  his sentence has expired, restore him to 
his country, with habits suitable to a m em ber ot 
civilized society.

T he effects o f these acts in suppressing any open 
symptoms o f  lawless outrage m ust be immediate, 
b u t they are valuable not only on account o f  the 
present good resulting from them, bu t because they 
have an almost irresistible tendency to promote the  
operation of one of those great b u t tardy  remedies, 
so strongly recommended in the charge,— the refor­
mation of the magistracy. T he persons who now 
occupy this station will gain nothing by the  enforce­
m ent of these acts : 011 the  contrary, their influence 
will be diminished, their consquence lessened, and 
the charges on their properties increased. T heir  
importance as magistrates merges in a g rea t degree 
in tha t o f  the new officer who presides in the  court 
o f  special sessions : their superintendency over the  
peace of the county is superseded by the temporary 
police establishment. W hen they reflect on those 
consequences, when they find tha t their  petition will 
re-act on themselves, they will be cautious how they 
invite its powers to their assistance. T hey  will en­
deavour, by a strict, vigorous, and paternal discharge 
of their office, to prevent its necessity. T hey  will



tu rn  the ir  thoughts  from jobs to  duties : their minds 
will enlarge ; they  will becom e acquainted with the  
real state o f  the  surround ing  peasantry ; they will 
d iscover th a t  they have a com mon in terest with 
th em  ; th ey  will endeavour no t to punish, b u t  to pre­
v e n t  d is tu rbance  ; in doing so they  will search 
a f te r  th e  tru e  means o f  rendering  the  people peace­
able, and as surely a t they  search after it  seriously 
an^l w ith  sincerity, so surely will it  be found.

H av in g  now taken  an accurate  and candid survey 
o f  th is  pam phlet, which, from the unusual form o f  its 
first publication, m ay almost be considered as an offi­
cial docum ent, i t  is w orth  while to  pause a little, and 
endeavour to  ascertain the  motives which stimulated 
th e  w riter, a t such a time, and  in such a place, to  au ­
th e n tic a te  with the  stamp o f  public au thority  and 
p riva te  character, a paper which contains some sta te­
m en ts  n o t a ltogether correct, and  some n o t fairly 
coloured. O n  reverting  to  th e  com m encem ent, it  
appears, th a t  he wishes to  prove the  country  to be 
in  a sta te  o f  profound, or a t least, of usual tianquil-  
l i ty  ; yet, though  he endeavours to establish this 
p o in t by  a recu rren ce  to  the state o f  criminal busi­
ness d u ring  the  circuit, he launches out, as has been 
shown, in to  a recapitula tion of grievances, which 
could  not have continued  any length  o f  time, w ith ­
o u t  p roduc ing  a sta te  o f  open outrage, or of secret 
com bination. T h e  form er of these he a t leng th  
acknow ledges to  be the  fact, and  attribu tes it  to th e  
co n d u c t o f  the  coun try  gentlem en ; yet, evidently, 
w ith o u t in ten d in g  to  po in t a t  them  as the  gu ilty  par­
ty , for, instead o f  resting  here, he suddenly tu rns  
his censure from the ir  m isconduct, to  im putations 
? gainst th e  G overnm ent. W ith a deg iee  of queru­
lous exacerbation  unsuitable  to  his plan, and unbe­
com ing  either himself or his rank, he appears eager 
to  fasten on the  governm ent a t every tu rn . H e 
com plains th a t  the  o rder  o f  the circuits is needless­

34



35

ly  in terrupted ; yet, he acknowledges, th a t  in the 
very second town he names, the gaol was over-stock- 
e d ;  no less than one hundred and tw enty  names 
appeared on the face o f  the Crown Book— whereas 
lie might, with at least equal justice, have praised 
an alteration tha t was the means o f  liberating such a 
num ber o f  accused, perhaps o f  innocent persons, 
so much earlier than would have been the case, i f  
the judges had proceeded according to the  accus­
tom ed order o f  the circuit— H e condemns the fram ­
ing  o f  act after act in quick succession, as i f  one o f  
the most prom inent duties o f the legislature was not 
to supply speedy remedies where none existed be­
fore, or where they  were ineffectual. H e asks, is 
there  no corrective bu t the  rope or the  gibbet, yet, 
this very administration, in the  very acts he con­
demns, applies a remedy much gentler, l i e  con­
demns the manner in which these bills were in tro ­
duced into Parliament. “  Almost,”  he says, “  w ith­
out observation ; and, certainly w ithout public in­
quiry into the state o f  the country .”  Yet, he does 
no t mention, th a t  they were b rought in successively, 
with due notice ; tha t they met with no opposition ; 
th a t  o f  all the members from this country, who m ust 
have been supplied with much information as to the  
temper o f  the districts in which their  property  lay, 
b u t one spoke against either o f  them ; tha t no intim a­
tion was given from any quarter o f  the necessity o f  
an inquiry. Surely, in such a case, the  chief Se­
cretary had no motive for d o u b t in g  the tru th  of the 
information, however acquired, on which he rested 
the  necessity o f  the bill, nor had the house in gene- 
ral any apparent reason for calling for public evi­
dence, when not a voice was heard from those, whose 
peculiar sources o f  information enabled them  to 
ascertain the necessity o f  such a procedure. T he  fact 
was, they were conscious there were disturbances ; 
they also saw, tha t i f  these did not exist, the law
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cou ld  n o t  exe rt  its r ig o u rs ;  it  m ust remain a dead 
le tte r  on the  sta tu te  book. H e  insinuates, tha t the  
expences o f  the  tem porary  peace establishment, are 
n o t imposed im partially— yet, who has a be tter  
r ig h t  to pay such expenses, than  those by whom 
th e y  are invited, whose inactivity has induced  their  
w ant, and  for whose benefit they  are incu rred?  H e  
dwells with infantine peevishness, on the  nom ination 
o f  a sheriff who neg lec ted  his bounden  duty, o f  ac­
com panying  him th rough  the  coun ty  w ith a proper 
a ttendance , th rough  motives, as he hints, of parsi­
m ony. As i f  the  governm ent, w ith whom the  ap­
po in tm en t o f  the  sheriff rests, are to spend the ir  tim e 
in  previous inquiries, as to the  num ber o f  livery ser­
vants, and led horses, to  be tu rn ed  ou t on these oc­
casions o f  sta te  ; or, as i f  the  law did n o t give a 
ju d g e  sufficient powers to compel a sheriff to  the re ­
spectful perform ance o f  this m ost honourable part  
o f  his du ty . Indeed , the  close o f  the pam phlet is 
t in g e d  w ith a querulous asperity th a t  gives s trong  
reason to  suspect, th a t  private  irr i ta tion  was part, 
*at least, o f  the  exc iting  cause o f  th is ebullition of 
splenetic d iscontent. T h e  nam e of Jus tice  I le tc h e r  
h a d  been some how im plicated writh  the  idea o f  tu r ­
bulence. A n  ac t  o f  childish wantonness had been 
en larged , as every story is by distance, into  an a tro ­
cious outrage. I t  was recorded  and com m ented 
up o n  wTith sufficient ill nature , no doubt, in the p u b ­
lic p rin ts. H e  felt, or th o u g h t h im self m ade a  
vehicle fo r  dissem inating such mischievous íepo rts  ; 
h e  y ie lded  to  the  feeling ; and it  found vent in this 
charge . For, surely, had his only motive been  a 
pa tr io tic  feeling, th a t  s tim ulated  him to  con tribu te  
th e  aid o f  his experience and  observation to  remove 
th e  miseries lie deplored, it  would have been m oie 
consonant to the  d ic ta tes  of calm dispassionate p ru ­
dence, w hen  he was impressed w i th  the  conv ic t ion ,  
th a t  in ternal adm inistration o f  the  country, w*8
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cankered with an eating sore, tha t poisoned the 
o e system, to h<i\ e in the first instance stated 

his observations, his fears, his wishes, and his views 
to the administration with whom he was acting  ; and  
the execution of whose plans for the welfare "of the  
country, he was to a certain  degree employed to  
supeiintend. The castle, no doubt, is a place sus­
pected by many ; its very air is deemed unpropiti- 
ous to patriotism ; but, there are times when a pa tr i­
o t should defy suspicion ; when, by such a com m u­
nication only, he can shew the governed and go-< 
verrfors to each other, and enlighten them to a true  
knowledge o f  their reciprocal rights and duties. H e 
ought to have pressed the case upon the govern­
ment ; to have pointed out the abuses \ for even the  
knowledge o f  abuses is much. H e ought to have 
gone farther, and pointed to their remedies ; he 
ought to have called upon them  again and ao-ain ; to 
have thundeied  in their ears. The appeal might have 
been unsuccessful, but he would have been respec­
ted ; he would then have been authorised, to turn , 
as he has done; from the castle to the country  • to 
proclaim its grievances, to denounce their conse­
quences, to  raise aloud his voice ; to publish political 
icpentance, as tne only path to political reformation * 
such an appeal would have crowned him with the  
honours of patiiotism, untarnished by any suspicions 
of petty  jealousy, or petty irritation. This has not 
been done ; he avows by his own declaration th a t  
it  has not ; he avows an ignorance to the secrets o f  
the castle, and he apparently glories in the  avowal. 
Under these circumstances, we are emboldened to 
assert, that he lias done neither what he could nor 
what he ought, for the  removal o f those grievances 
against winch he so pathetically declaims ; tha t while 
he is joining in the out-cry, the administration has 
been probing the sore and preparing the remedies ; 
and tha t whatever m erit he may claim for honesty o f
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in tention , his mode o f  reducing  his wishes into p rac ­
tice, can add b u t  little to  his character for prudence, 
tem per, or sagacity.

3«

N O T E .

Since this essay was put into the P rin ter’s hands, a letter has appeared from 
M r Peel, in answer to an address from the Grand Ju ry  of the County of Fer­
managh, which is inserted here, in order to clear up a point that has been made 
the subject of much clamour and misrepresentation. I t  has been said, that the 
Orange Societies are supported by the Irish Administration, and the assertion i» 
attem pted to be maintained by reports of M r Peel’s speech on the discussion of 
t h e  A nti-O range petition. That the Administration m ust retain feelings ot grati­
tude, for their past conduct cannot be doubted, but that their sentiments, as also 
those of M r Peel, with respect to them  have been misrepresented, this gentle­
m an’s owu words will best prove.

Phœ nix-P ark , Aug. 19. 1814.

I  bare had the honour of receiving the Address of the H igh  Sheriff and Grand 
Ju ry  of the County of Fermanagh, which you have been requested to transmit 
to me.

D uring  the last Session of Parliam ent, some Petition» were presented, praying 
for the interference of the Legislature in the suppression of Societies existing in 
Ird an d , denominated Orange Societies, which appeared to me to contain exag­
gerated statements, and some unfounded charges, a n d  i n  the course ot a discus­
sion, which took place in the H ouse of Commons, the principles and general 
conduct of those who compose the Societies above mentioned, were, as 1 conceit­
ed, in  m any respects, misrepresented.

I  deemed it bu t an act of common justice toward them, to vindicate them from 
those im putations which I  thought to be unm erited ; and while I  disclaimec 
distinctly the approval of any associations of a political character, that are not 
under the control of Government, I  willingly bore testimony to the loyalty of the 
individuals who were alluded to, and to the dépendance that might be placed 
upon their services in the time of danger, should the State require them. I ex­
pressed also a confident hope, that in  their peaceable demeanour, at all other 
times, would be found a refutation of the charges which had been directed against 
them , and a proof of that attachment to  their Sovereign and the Constitution of
their country, which they profess.

I beg leave to assure you of the satisfaction which I derive from the approba­
tion which the G rand Jiiry  of Fermanagh have expressed of my conduct on this 

• occasion, and of the pleasure which I  shall ever take in  the confidence and good 
opinion o f that Body.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient humble Servant,
R O B E R T  P E E L .

The H on. Colonel Creighton, 
&C. &.C. &c,


