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A D V E R T I S E M E N T .

A  Pamphlet under a fimilar T it le  w ith  this 

has been published in England, and has already 

run through feveral Editions. It is moft admi

rably calculated to produce the greateft good in 

that K in gd om , but is, in m an y parts, totally 

inapplicable to this ; the Editor, therefore, hopes 

that he w ill have rendered an eflential fervice 

to the public, and at the fame time extended 

the view s o f  the truly Chriftian A u th o r, if, in- 

ftead o f  reprinting it from  the L o n d o n  Edition, 

he has procured a perfon perfe& ly  adequate to 

the taik to g ive  it an Irilh drefs, and accom m o

date it to the circumftances o f  this C ountry.

F eb ru ary  1 6, 1 7 9 8 .
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R E F O R M  o r  R U I N

TA K E TOUR CHOICE!

X  A M  a true born Irifhman, and an independent 

man. I am attached to m y  native land beyond any 

other fpot on the earth. I am ready to facrifice m y 

life for its interefts, and to fpend the little property 

I poflefs in  fecuring its happinefs. I therefore feel 

m yfe lf  warranted to call upon all true Iriihmen, to 

lend, at leaft, a patient attention to what I have to 

propofe to them. I think for myfelf,  and write as I 

think ; I wilh them to read and to ju d ge  for them- 
felves.

It is agreed on all hands that our affairs are in a 

m oil defperate ilate ; our difficulties and diftrefles 

multiply from day to day. W a r  has been long af

flicting us from  abroad ; heart-burnings, and dif- 

contents, and infurreftions, from  within. N u m 

bers o f  our countrym en have periihed b y  fea and 

land. T h e  fword has cut off  its hundreds, and 

dileafe its thoufands ; millions, and millions o f  m o

ney are daily expending ; trade and manufactures
B  languiih ;
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languiíh ; public credit was never more deeply 
ihaken than we have lately feen it ; Government 
fecurities never at a lower ebb ; our national debt 
encréafes, and we begin to feel, what our patriots 
have often talked to us of, the preflure o f  taxes. 

O u r  very tars, among whom it was our pride to 
count fo many Iriihmen, fuffered themfelves to be 
deluded for a moment, and made our hearts ake. 
Some would even make^ us call in doubt the fide

lity o f  our national troops, and labour to excite 

our fears, where we ought chiefly to place our re
liance. Religious afperities, after a ileep o f  one 
hundred years, are once more awakened, and made 
inflruments o f  ambition and defign to divide and 
inflame us againft each other, and to renew the 

miferies which they have fo often entailed upon this 

country. T h e  wicked, the feditious and the de
luded provoke, and the law puniihes ; and between 
the horrid excefles o f  the one, and the neceflary 

rigour o f  the other, a great part o f  the kingdom is 
filled with fire and blood. T h e  war, o f  which hi
therto we have only felt the diftant e f fe ts ,  appears 

now to be approaching to our doors, and to the 

feats o f  our family comforts and enjoyments. The 
French bully, and vapour, and threaten, and their 
emiflaries and fupporters, who no longer conceal 
themfelves, repeat their threats, and exaggerate 
their power, and are a thoufand times more virulent, 

and vindictive, and fanguinary than even our an
cient and natural enemies— all is alarm, and terror, 

^nd difmay, and defpondency.



It is indeed true, that we are not without fome- 

thing to put to the other fide o f  the account. W e  

have had many fignal fuccefles in the courfe o f  the 

war— we have taken many fine iflands and colonies 

from our enemies— we have never feen their fleets 

without beating them— we have taken the round o f  

them, and all in their turns have vanifhed before the 

fuperior ikill and conduit  o f  our A dm irals ,  and the 

bravery o f  our feamen ; and, what never could 

have been faid on any other occafion, fcarce a fhip 

o f  war o f  ours has been taken, and net  one foot o f  

Britifh land has been loit in any part o f  the world.

Tt muit alfo be allowed, that our enemies are ftill 

in a worfe flate than we are. T h e re  is not under 

the iun, there never has been under the fun, a more 

wretched people than the French : their K in g ,  their 

Q u een ,  m any o f  the royal blood ; the befl o f  their 

nobility ,  o f  their C lerg y ,  o f  their gentry,  o f  their 

wealthy and refpeâable  merchants, and even o f  

their honeft mechanics, and farmers, and labourers 

have ihed their blood on the fcaffold, or been fhot, 

(tabbed, drowned, or poifoncd. N um bers o f  all 

thefe defcriptions have fled to other countries, de~ 

flitute and helplefs, and o f  thofe w ho remain, a 

great part have been plundered o f  their property, 

and deprived o f  all the comforts and conveniencies 

o f  life. R e lig io n ,  law, order and good g o v e rn 

ment are at an end among them.' E v e n  they wrho 

fubmit to the prefent rulers, and fwear allegiance to 

the prefent power, cannot hope, for a day, to be fafe 

irom the general oppreflion : i f  they efcape either

death
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death or baniihment, they are ftill liable to be plun

dered and pillaged on every wanton pretext, and to 

befacrificed to the neceffities o f  the army, o f  which 

their ufurpers are afraid, and which muft be fed and 
paid at all events, and let who will iuffer and be 

reduced to mifery.
In Spain the cafe is not much better. Being di

vided into two parties, one betrayed the other to 

the French, who compelled them to make war 

againft us, though contrary to their known inte- 

reits, and the confequence is, that they have been 
beat moil dreadfully ; that their dear friends and 
good allies are become their tyrants, and treat them 
with fuch haughtinefs and infolence, that, i f  they 

dared, they would cut the throats o f  every French

man in their country.
T h e  D utch are ftill worfe off ; their trade is de- 

ftroyed ; their colonies are in our hands ; the 
French have drained them o f  their money, their 
goods, and almoft every thing they had ; they have 

an army in the midft o f  them, and in all their 
itrong towns, dragooning them into all their mea- 

fures, baniihing, imprifoning, and pillaging even 
thofe who were at firft the moft forward and adive 
in giving up the country to.them, and forcing them 

to fit out ihips to fight againft us, when (although 

they think themfelves obliged to behave like men, 
let who will be their opponents) they are much 
more inclined to fight for us. But what are we the 
better for all this ? In fpite o f  the dreadful things 

that have happened to our enemies, in fpite o f  all
the
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the conquefts we have made, and all the fhips we 

have taken, what is our ftate at this hour ? W e are 

threatened with invafions ; we are divided and 

weakened by parties and factions ; we are finking 

into gloom  and defpair. A n d  yet  the French fleet 

that was intended to invade us was difperfed, b y  

the breath o f  Providence, and the objeft  o f  the 

expedition completely defeated. T h e  feditious fpi* 

rit in the N orth  feems fait to fubfide ; numbers o f  

the deluded have availed themfelves o f  the procla* 

mation, and have returned to their allegiance, and 

to their ufual occupations, and induitrious purfuits. 

O u r  credit has not only not loft ground o f  late, but 

is looking up again ; a m oil plentiful harveil and mild 

feafon have reduced the prices o f  all the neceffaries 

o f  life, below  what they have been long  remember

ed, T ra v e l  from one end o f  the iiland to the other, 

and, except in thofe diftricts where the arts and 

mifreprefentations o f  incendiaries are, at the m o

ment, goading the deluded peafants into outrage 

and violence, you  will  fee every m ark  o f  the great- 

eft plenty, and profperity the land has ever enjoyed. 

T h e  linen markets in the N o rth  were never more 

flcurifhing, never more crcu d ed  with buyers,  or 

diftinguiihed by higher prices. E v e ry  where.agricul- 

ture and tillage are im proving,  and every  field pro
ducing more than ever it did before. Y e t  ihut your 
eyes, and open your ears, and liften to our orators, 
and our newfpaper writers, and our pamphleteers, 
and we ihall hear o f  nothing but grievances, and 
oppreffion, and cruelty, and perfecution, and ruin.

N ow

V
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N ow  what is the meaning o f  all this ? How comes 

it to pafs, after all our wonderful efcapes, after all 
our glorious vi£lories, in the midft o f  fo much 
plenty and feeming profperity, that we not only 
think ourfelves upon the brink o f  ruin, but perhaps 

really are fo ? The anfvver is plain and ihort : We arc 

not Reformed— a thorough Reform would fet all right, 
and reftore us to peace and happinefs. But what is 

that Reform that would do all this good ? T o  anfwer 
this queftion is my objeft in writing. Some think 
a Reform in Parliament will alone be fufficient, and 

that Reform to confift only in Members being chofen 

in a different manner. Some are for what they call 
Catholic Emancipation ;— fome for leffening the 
power and influence o f  Government ;— fome for 

aboliihing Tythes ;— fome for making an immediate 
peace with France ;— fome for eftabliihing a R e 

public on the French plan. The laft would, in
deed, be a decinve meafure, and do its own work 

completely ; but as for the reft, they are all, to my 
mind, paltry, partial Reforms, which can do little 
good, and may do much mifchief.

I f  every man in the kingdom had a vote for a 

Member of Parliament, what would be the confe- 
quence ? W h y  each Member would be chofen by a 

Mob. A n d  whom would the Mob choofe ? W h y  
the man that made the loudeft fpeech, and the largeft 
promifes.— A nd who would this be ? W h y  he that, 

having neither property, nor chara&er to lofe, was 
ready to fay any thing to get into the Houfe, in

hopes
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hopes o f  being paid for breaking every promife he 

had made.
A s  to Catholic Emancipation I really do not k n o w  

what the term means, -as it applies to the great body 

o f  that description o f  fubjeóts. I k n o w  no diitinc- 

tion between a Rom an Catholic  o f  m y rank in life, 

and myièlf, with refpeft to our civil franchifes. H e 

votes for a Member in Parliament as I do, and is 

therefore rcprefented in Parliament as I am. H e has 

the fame protection o f  property, and o f  perfon 

from  the fame laws, in the enacting o f  w h ich  he 

has the fame íhare. H e can purfue his induftry 

with the fame fecuritv, and fecure the fruits o f  it 

for himfelf and his family b y  purchafe or otherwife, 

in the fame way. In what then is he to be emanci

pated ? Som ething, indeed, remains yet to be 

granted, and which a perfeverance in loyalty and 

quiet w o u ld ,  I am perfuaded, have obtained before 

this, b y  which three or four wealthy individuals 

m ight gratify  their ambition or their vanity ; but 

what the general body fuifers from this point being- 

withheld, or what the granting o f  it could effect to

wards the R eform  o f  that defcription o f  lubjefts, 

is beyond my comprehenfion to difcover.

W i t h  refpeft to the power and influence o f  G o v e r n 

ment, I never k n e w  a man, w ho when he was out  

o f  office, did not complain o f  them, and as foon as 

he got into office, did not exert them , and endea

vour to encreafe them : i f  he leflened them in one 

w ay, he took  care to extend them in another. 

M u ch  has lately been attempted in that w a y  b y  our
ilate
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ftate quacks and mountebanks. I do not pretend to 
fay that abufes may not creep in, wherever there is 

power ; but every body knows that four million o f  

people can not be governed without fome power : 
and i f  the fupreme magiftrate has not lawful power 
enough to govern them by, eithei he will not be

* able to govern them at all, (and then there can be 

nothing but confufion and mifchief) or elfe he mull 

govern them by unlawful means j and I appeal to 

any man o f  common fenfe, whether it is not better 
that a King ihould govern according to fixed and 
fettled laws,- which are known to all the nation, 

than by undue influence, bribery, corruption and 
the like.

But fay fome, “  aboliih tythes” — I fear this 
will not anfwer— I do not expeft much towards 
a reform from wrong and robbery. T h ey  who * 

underftand thofe things tell us, that the fettlement 
o f  tythes in thefe realms hath been by the ancient 
and undoubted laws o f  the land. W h en  all the 
lands o f  England were the demefne o f  the Kings, 
and they enfeoffed the Barons for the defence o f  

the.kingdom, referving to themfelves the royalties 
and other rights, one o f  thefe Kings f , nearly a 
thoufand years ago, conferred the tythes o f  all the 

kingdom  upon the church by his royal charter J. 

T h e  fame praûice was adopted here by our Kings, 
and great men, and has fince been confirmed by 
law, and fo the lands have uniformly defcended to

' our

*  L o r d  C o k e .  f  E thelw ulf.
$ T h i#  charter is to  be  feen in the A b b o t  In g u lf ,  a i d  in 

M a tth e w  o f  W eftm infter.



bür day, and until they came into the hands o f  the 

prefent owners, who mult have paid more for the 
purchafe, and required larger rents from their te

nants, i f  they had not been thus charged. Hence, 

whatever right they may have to the other nine 

parts o f  the fee finiple, or leafe, they have certainly 

none whatever to the tvthe Or tenth, which is no 

more theirs, than the other nine parts are the C ler

g y ’ s. I cannot, therefore, agree in the idea o f  

robbing one man more than another o f  what the 

L a w  fecüres to him. It is a rule that may extend 

to every other fpecies o f  property. A s  to the wolder 

or bccupier, I am o f  the fame opinion with an ho- 
neft, cool-headed* reafoning neighbour o f  mine, 

who on aikirig who \vere to have the tythes when 

they were taken from the Parfon, and being told 

they would be the Landlord ’ s, then, faid he, “  I 

“  had rather they ftiould remain as they are \ for I 

“  can always deal better with the Parfon than with 

“  the Landlord, and even with the F r o û o r ,  bad as 

“  he may be, than with the A g e n t . ’ ’

A s  for a Republic  on the French plan, L ord  de

fend me and mine from it ! I have watched it from 

its firft rife to its prefent power, and I have feen no

thing but murder, and maffacre, and robbery, and 

injuitice, and every thing that is execrable in the 

eyes o f  G o d  or M an, m ark its progrefs and its ef- 

tabliíhment. I have feen it fetting out upon a fyftem 

that, i f  it were to prevail univerfally, would make 

a Hell upon Earth. It is a fyilem that holds out the 
actual poifeiTors o f  authority, or power, or confe*

C  quence,
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quence, or riches, as fair plunder to thofe who 
chance to have none of  thefe advantages. But who 
will not fee that this muit go oh for c\rer ? You, or 

thofe who may claim under you, can have no more 
title to what you will have robbed me of, than you 
allowed me to have ; you will therefore be robbed, 
and plundered, and difpoifeiTed in your turn, and 
fo from age to age men will be cutting each others 
throat, and pillaging and plundering each other in 

endlefs fucceffion. But it will be faid, “  all this 
will be fet to right with time ;— in the mean 

“  while try the Revolution.”  But i f  we are to have 

our throats cut, that our grand-children may has<?a 
chance o f  enjoying their lives and their property, 
in the fame fecurity in which they have been fo long 
enjoyed under the prefent fyftem, I have no appetite 
to try the experiment. I have feen it already tried 

in France, and I am fully fatisfied. I have feen it 

for feven years producing confufion, oppreiiion, 
cruelty, poverty, all forts o f  mifcliief and wicked- 

nefs, as well to its-original fupporters, as to its op- 
pofers, and no good whatever.

But a peace with France ; what can be faid to this ? 
A  very fhort anfwer. They will not make peace with 
you j they will exterminate you, and cut you off from 
among the nations of  the earth. “  N o ,”  fay our great 

orators and eiTay writers, “  they will fraternize with 
you.”  Yes, as Qain fraternized with Abel— yes as 

thetrench themfelves have fraternized with Flanders, 
to plunder and rob, and coniifcate, and drain you by 
forced loans and contributions, that you may fupply 

the total lofs o f  their- own wealth and refources.
“  They



“  T h e y  will admit you to their alliance yes, as 

they have admitted Holland, and Spain, and V e 

nice, and the unfortunate Pope, to difpofe o f  your 

armies, and your fleets, and your refources, to the 
eftablifhing of their own univerfal dominion, and 

net to let you even * think but as they pleafe.

I truft I have now (hewn that none o f  the above 

plans wil l  anfwer our purpofe. Let us then try to 

find out one that will. But that I may not be taken 

for a quack doftor, before I prefcribe the cure, let 

me try to find fome of the great caufes o f  our pre- 

fent unhappy ilate ; and in order fo to do, let us 

take a iliort view o f  all ranks o f  people- begin
ning with the highefr.

O f  the King^ i f  I knew ever fo many bad things, 

I fnould be cautious how I mentioned them, becaufe 

I have no inclination to be hanged or tranfported ; 

but,  in truth, 1 know  no harm o f  him ; his private 

life every body fays is good, and I think his public 

conduit  has been good alfo. O f  this I am fure that 

this nation owes him more than to any other K ing  

that ever fat on the throne. T h e  ihortening the dura

tion o f  our Parliament, the emancipation o f  our 

Legiflature, the freedom and extenfion o f  our com 

merce, the independence o f  our judges, the com 

munication o f  the blcifings o f  the Britiih conftitu-

tion

* “  T o  consolidate th e p o w er o f  the R e p u b lic ,”  fay* B u o n 

aparte, in his anfwer to  one o f  the Parifian addrefles, “  y o u  muft 

“  henceforth fuffer no idea to  prevail in the W o r ld  b u t  th o fc  o f  

“  the G r e a t  N a t io n .”

C II 1
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uon to every clafs of our fellow fubjefts, are among 
the many proofs o f  his royal difpofitions to promote 
the intereft and happinefs o f  this land, which de* 
mand our warmed gratitude and attachment, in fo 

much that W e  at leaft may fairly call him the beil of 
our Kings.

O f  his reprefentative jn this kingdom I have ne
ver heard but one opinion ; amiable and conciliat
ing in his manners, regular and flricUy proper in 
his conduct, a fond parent, an affectionate hufband, 
with a humane heart and a found underftanding, 
he has not only efcaped the cenfure even o f  our 

moil violent oppofitioniits, but frequently extorted 
their praife. T o  all who love the Conilitution, 
and wifli to fee it preferved in Church and State, 

he has moil Angularly recommended himfelf. He 
undertook the Government o f  the country under 
circumitances which might well have made the 

boldeft Ihrink from it ; and by a fteady, uniform, 
and refolute conduct, he has hitherto guided us 
through the ftorm, with a luccefs o f  which many 
defpaired.

Having no more defire to fee the infide o f  N ew 

gate than to try the air o f  Botany Bay, I ihall be 
cautious in what I have to fay about the Parliament. 
O f  the prefent Parliament, indeed, we can as yet 

fay nothing, except that when we look to the taxes 
for the prefent year, we fee a moil marked leaning 
towards the eafe of  the lower orders, and that they are 
richwhoprincipallybear the additionalburdens of the 
ftate. With refpeit to the late Parliament, without

allowing



allowing it me privilege of ah dead pci Ions, to fu v 

nothing o f  it but good, its Journals can (hew many 

fa lu tar y regulations for which the nation is indebted 

to it. It pail'ed many excellent laws, and though 

there were many ftrong ones, yet who that will 

judge impartially for his country will fay, that thr- 

times did not require them, and that it is not to 

them we owe all that we a.t tais moment enjoy ? 

T h is  praife the lalt Parliament delerved, and this ï 

hope the prefent will alio merit. 1 will,  however, 

J)eg leave to alk two or three ih.ort queftions, and 

let ihofe whom the cap fits v/ear it.
W h e n  the law forbids bribery, can it be right to

bribe ?
W h e n  a man is employed in enabling regulations 

for the prefervation o f  morality and religion, is it. 

confiftent to ihew to the world that he has himfe1. 

neither morals nor religion?
W h e n  a man undertakes to aft  for others, can it 

be right to negleft  his truii ?
W h e n  afting lor others, ought we to coniider 

their intereft or our own, ?
A s  for the Britiih Miniftry, I allow that they co n 

ducted affairs very w'ell till the war began ; 1 allow 

too, that we have had great luccefles ; but yet I am 

not convinced that things might not have been ma

naged better and at lcis expence. I fhould, h o w 

ever, be more ready to blame Miniilers in both 

countries, i f  I was not fully convinced that they 

have been prevented lrom doing their beft by the 
oppofition in both countries. And n o w  my patience

begins
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begins to iail me— for what can be more provoking 

to any man who really loves his country, than to 
-fee men pretending to love their country, and to 
wiih to favc it, and yet, in/lead o f  doing all in 

their power to help things forward, doing all in 

their power to hinder every méaíure propofed ; and 
at lait, quitting their poll at the very moment, 

when (as they themielvxs allow) the country is in 
the utmoit danger poffible ? i his queition applies to 

the Oppofition on both fides o f  the water. But in 
the conduct of cur Oppqfition there are many things 
that muft add to our indignation. To  hear them de
claim with as much vehemence, as i f  they were in 

earned, again# the influence o f  the Britiih Minifter, 

and the interference o f  a Britiih Cabinet, and yet 
maintain, themfelves, a confiant intercourfe with the 
heads o f  the oppofition in England, the would-be 

minifters ; receive their directions, adopt all their 
conouft, appiaud them for facrificing the indepen
dence ol our Parliament, by introducing into the 

Englifn Parliament queitions, that concern ourfelves 
exclufively, and leave no doubt, how implicitly they 

would fuomit to their controul, were their great ob
ject to be fecured, and thofe who are at prefent in 
power ihould be turned out to make way for them ! 
i  hey did fo when in office with the Englifh Secretary 
o± tucîir own party ; they would do fo to morrow 
Ihould their party come in. But befides this, I do 
noL heiitate to fay, that we are indebted to them 
for moil o f  the miferies with which the diilurbed 
parts o f  the country have been vifited. Let any

man
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man read their fpeeches in Parliament, their 
fpeeches at public meetings, and the harangues 
o f  thofe o f  them that are lawyers in the Courts oi 
Juitice, and put together the whole of  their con- 
d u d ,  and fay, whether without thofe fpeeches and 
harangues, and that conduit the wretched combi
nation of  all that is low and contemptible in the 
kingdom, could have acquired the confutancy, the 
arrangement, the confidence that now render it fo 
formidable ? I fay nothing of the hopes, with which 
their exaggerated reprefentations of  the general dif- 
content, their invectives againft the Government, 
the imputation of cruelty and oppreflion, in which 
it is impoiîible for them to believe, their paney- 
gyrics upon every thing that is French, and their 
depreciation of  every thing that is Britiih or con
nected with Great Britain, have infpired our ene
mies ; encouraging them to reject all overtures of 
peace, and holding out this country as an eafy con- 

. queft, that only waits for their coming to take 
poffeffion of it.

From this view of the Government and the Par
liament let us turn to the conduct of the Nobility 
and Gentry in general, including the officers o f  the 
Navy and A rm y, and the higher claiTes o f  Lav/, 
Phyfic, and Commerce. Thank God ! you will 
find among them fome excellent people ; and in ge
neral they are willing to affift the poor, and not to 
opprefs them. But do not luxury, corruption, 
adultery, gaming, pride vanity, idlenefs, extrava
gance and diffipation prevail too generally ? A re

they
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they ail ás diligently employed as they ought to be, 
either in the fervice of  their King and Country* 
cr in regulating their own families, c i  being ufe- 

ful to their neighbours, in thofe places wheie their 

property or their influence lie? W hat example do 
they fet to the lower orders, Or v/hofe èxceffes, ori
ginating from a contempt of  religion, they fo loud

ly complain ?
O f  the bifnops and clergy o f  all denominations;. 

I ihould be very forry to fay any thing that might 
leifen them in the eyes of  the nation ; for, if we 

are to be preferved, it mufl be by their means*
The bifnops o f  the eftabliihed church are, in ge

neral, learned and good men, and much are we in
debted to the King and his advifers for having fet 
fuch a man at the head of  the church, as now fills 

that important ilation. O f  fome few of them, in

deed, I cannot refrain from fpeaking in terms of the 
moil unqualified difapprobation. Although veiled 
with the moil facred of  all truils, they abandon their 
poils, and, at a moment when their prefence is moil 
wanting, to their clergy and others to in ilrud, to 
direct, to encourage, to confole, they chufe to fly 

on difa:rent pretexts, and refide in another kingdom. 
Thefe are the worft o f  abfentees, fpending the in
comes of  their fees on themfelves and their families, 
without the fmallefl advantage to the country which 
has fo liberally provided for them, that they might in- 
ceifantly watch over the intereils o f  virtue and reli
gion, and giving fuch juil caufe o f  difcontent and 

grief, to the Proteilant, and o f  ridicule, abufe, and
triumph to the Diffenter. I f  we look to thofe o f

that



that body, who have a mors proper fenfe o f  their high 

function, and are employed where they ought to be, 

we ihall find that they take more pains, have more 

w o rk  to do, and do it more effectually than is generally 

fuppofed either by their luke-warm friends or avowed 

enemies. Y e t ,  i f  St. Paul were among them, I think 

he would w ork  harder than any o f  them, and adopt 

fome ftronger meafures to bring back to their duty 

fuch Clergym en as have deferted it. For (forry I 

am to fay it) though you will  find fo many among 

the lower C lergy  who do their duty and take care o f  

their flocks, you will find too many alfo, who ne

glect both, and fpend their time in public places, in 

dancing or card-playing, or dangling at the Caftle,  

or elfewhere, in hopes o f  preferment. I f  fuch be

lieve in a day o f  reckoning, 1 can only fay, they 

have a fort o f  courage, which 1 have not.

A s  to the Biihops and Clergy  o f  the Rom an C ath o

lic perfuafion, I am told that amongft them there are 

many learned and exemplary men. But are they all o f  

that independent mind that will ferve them to fpeak 

candidly and roundly to thofe on whom  they depend 

for their fubfiitence ? D o  none o f  them conform 

themfelves to the manners o f  the clafs o f  people 

with whom they chiefly converfe, and accompany 

them to the Ale-houfe or the Dram-ihop ? A r e  they 

forward or zealous in inculcating that loyalty and 

fubmiilion to legal Governm ent, w hich they tell us 

they learn from their religious principles ? A n d  are 

they as attentive to the morals o f  their flock, and to
D  the
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the religion o f  the fpirit amongit them, as they are to 
outward rites and obfervances, and the diitincions 
that unhappily feparate us ?

T o  the diffenting Clergy 1 would apply all that I 

have faid o f  the Roman Catholics, fubftituting to 

the laft queition this plain one : D o  they make reli
gion and morals more the fubject o f  their exhorta

tions than politics ? Have they nothing to anfwer 
for the innovating fpirit that has filled the North 

with crimes ?
A m ong the Lawyers, Merchants, Traders, Far

mers, and others engaged inbufinefs, we find many 
honeft, generous, and charitable men ; but we alfo 
find among them many difhoneft, profligate, and 

covetous characters. The very beft o f  them are, I 
fear, as much engroifed by worldly bufinefs, and 
wordly cares and wordly amufements, as i f  they 

were to live here for ever. How little o f  their time 

or thei; attention do they take from thofe purfuits 
to devote to religion, or to their improvement in 
virtue and morals ?

Laftly, look at the lower claffes. H ow willingly 
would I draw a veil over fome part o f  the picture 
which they prefent ? Great allowances ought to be 

inade for their little initruûion and fcanty advan
tages y  and it muft be confeifed that, until o f  late, 
they ‘ were generally acquiring habits o f  induftry, 
and making, daily advances in morality and good 
order. Nay even at this moment, when the fpirit 

o f  licentioufnefs and anarchy has fo extenfively pof-
fefled



felled them, and driven fuch numbers o f  them into 

every fpecies o f  outrage and violence, I think them 

to be, in their general defcription, peaceable, well 

difpofed, amenable to law, with a turn for religion, 

and a defire o f  inftru&ion. But when I admit all 

}his, let us look to the public flreets, let us look to 

the places o f  idle and profligate refcrt, let us look 

to the infide o f  their own dwellings, let us look to 

our priions, and our courts o f  juftice, what drun- 

kennefs, what  blafphemy, what riot and diforder, 

what murders, and burnings, and rapine, what fu- 

bornation and perjury, affail our ears and our eyes ? 

Even taking things in the 'moít favourable light, are 

they all as honeft, fober and induftrious, as we could 

wifh them to be ? D o  they fpend all they earn in 

feeding and clothing thcmfelves, and their wives 

and families ? A n d  do they earn all they can ? A r e  

the Sundays fpent in C hurch or zt Chapel, or at the  

Ale-houfe and Whifkey-fhop ? A broad, in bad com 

pany, or at home with their families ? D o  they in- 

ftruft their children themfelves, or accept with 

hearty thanks thofe inftru&ions which are provided 

for them by the bormty o f  their neighbours ?

Having now turned our eyes on the various clafles 

o f  which this nation is compofed, can we be at a lofs 

to kn ow  what that R eform  is, which our cafe re

quires ?— Surely, N o. It is as plain, as plain can 

be, that the Reform  we want, and the only R eform  

which can fave us, (but which certainly will favc 

us, if adopted in time) is 

.  . A  T h o r o u g h
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A  T h o r o u g h  R e f o r m  o p  P r i n c i p l e s  a n d  

P r a c t i c e s , a m o n g  a l i , R a n k s  o f  P e o p l e  

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  K I N G D O M  !

Let the King and C)ueen continue to fet an exam

ple of  Piety, Regularity, Sobriety, and conjugal 

fidelity, to their children, their fervants, and all 
theii fubjetts. Let them drive from their Co**rrc:b, 

and their Court, all adulterers and adultereiTes ; all 
gamblers ; all, in ihort, whofe characters are noto- 
rioufly bad, o f  either fex, and of  every rank.

Let them avoid even innocent amufements, i f  lia

ble to produce immorality among others, which, 
alas ! is too often the cafe.

“  O h  hard condition, twin-born with G reat nefs !

“  W h a t  infinite h eartV eafe  m ull K i ngo neglect,

“  T h a t  private men enjoy ! ”

1 can take my Sunday evening’s walk, chat with 
my neighbours, and view the beauties o f  nature, 

and no harm done. But i f  my gracious Sovereign 
could fee but a fmall part o f  the confufion, idlenefs, 
drunkennefs, difregard o f  the Sabbath, and other 

incalculable ill eifefts which are produced not only 
in Windfor, Eton, and the whoïe neighbourhood, 
but even in his capital itfelf, by his merely appear-, 
ing on W indfor Terrace ; how gladly would he give 
up for the good o f  his People, that heart-felt fatis- 
fsttion, which he has fo often felt, from— “  Read- 
“  ing his hiftory in a nation’s eyes !”

Let his Majefty’s deputy in this kingdom obferve 

the fame rules. Let him recoiled that, as he repre-
fents



tents the power, he Ihould alfo reprefent the virtues 

o f  his Sovereign ; that he is equally obliged to be 

watchful over his conduct, fo as to g ive  no counte

nance to the contempt o f  religion, the neglect o f  its 

ordinances, the violation o f  its Sabbaths, the defer- 

tion o f  its temples, for which all claiTes o f  p e o p h  

are, I am afraid, but too univerlally diitinguHhable. 

Let him reco i le d ,  that he alio is a fpeitacle to 

the people, and that his conduit  is a caufe either 

o f  offence and degeneracy, or o f  edification and 

improvement to the nation over which he pre- 

fides. A n d  i f  ever thefe'fheets lhould meet his 

eyes, let him be affured that theie exhortations are 

not meant for reproof, as i f  he failed, but as in

citements to redoubled attention to thefe important 

points, towards which, in the high ranks o f  female 

fociety, as fuch an example is, alas ! but too ne- 

ceflary, fo is he effectually ailifted by  his virtuous 
and amiable confort.

Let  every Member o f  Parliament, whether Peer 
or Com m oner, reflect on the awful truil committed 

to his care, and attend diligently to the execution o f  

it.  N ot merely w'hen a political difpute arifes, but 

conilantly and uniformly. L et  110 a£t receive its 

fiat, without a itridt fcrutiny into its merits. Let  

them revife, curtail, and methodife the whole code 

o f  ftatute law, whofe b u lk  and confufion is fuch, 

that I fear we may almoft fay

■ ■■■ 1 “  M ole  ruit f u i  I”

If but a fmall part o f  that time, and thofe ta
lents, which arc waited in long-winded harangues,

and
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and bitter difputations, were thus applied ; our 
laws would acquire clearnefs, precifion, and vigour. 
The number, the length, and the expence of  our 

fuits, would no more be the reproach of  our nation. 

Imagination itfelf can hardly embrace the variety 
and the magnitude o f  the national benefits, which 

would be thereby produced.
Let thofe, to whom the administration o f  the ex

ecutive government is committed, learn by dear- 

bought and fatal experience, that their own ariU 
cannot fave them ; and that human laws and human 
power can avail nothing, without found principles 

and pure morals ; and let them, therefore, without 

delay, bend the whole force of their talents to the 
reformation of  thcfe.

A s  for thofe who, from motives o f  perfonal am
bition, advancement, or gain ; from private pique, 

or party prejudice, or any other fmifter defign ; are 

ready to facrifice the public good, to their private 
views ; .it is vain to waite words on them,— their 
confciences muit be feared with a hot iron.

T o  thofe, on whom Providence has beftowed 
rank, or honour, or wealth, or any other ufeful ta

lent, and who have not quite forgot who is the Giver 

o f  all good gifts, I next addrefs myfelf ; earneitly 
entreating them to withdraw their minds, for one 
moment, from all other purfuits, and to confider 
their own fituation, and that o f  their country and 
o f  the furrounding nations. W here are now the 
rank, the honours, and the wealth o f  France, of 

Flanders, o f  Holland, and o f  Italy? And where
muit



nmít thofe o f  Britain ihortly be ; i f  their pofieifors 

will neither take warning from the late o f  others, 

nor from the judgments c f  H eaven, juft ready to 

fall 011 their own heads ? It is yet in their power to 

fave their country, and their own fouls : but not a 

moment m ud be loll. Let them inilantly quit the 

dice Lox, the turf, and the tavern ; every w icked , 

and every trifling employment, and repair each to 

his proper llation. Let  them reform, firft them

felves, their expences, their wives and children, 

their fervants and dependents ; and then exert all 

their influence, as landlords, as magiftrates, as 

friends, and as neighbours ; encouraging and pro

tecting the fober and induilrious ; difcouraging and 

punifhing, with candour, but with v igour, the law- 

lefs and profligate. Few  o f  thofe, to whom  I am 

now fpeaking, are aware how much mifchief they 

occaflon, merely by being in a wrong place ; or how 

much good  they mujl do, i f  they would only flay 

where their lot has fallen. It was the obfervation o f  

a man o f  much good fenfe and experience,— “  T h at ,  

i f  every gentleman would refide on his eflate, and 

every clergyman on his living, we ihould need 110 

other Reformation.”  Let  thofe, then, who fly to 

towns and cities, to public places, or foreign coun

tries, in fearch o f  paltry amufements, or under a 

falfe pretext, or at beft a miftaken notion, o f  re

pairing their ihattered fortunes ; no longer think 

themfelves guiltlefs.— Numberlefs are the ways in 

which their Country is injured by their abfence : I f  

refident at their family feats, their example, their

influence,

[ 23 ]



i *4 J
influence, their fortune,— every talent they poflefs, 
difpenfes bleffings on all around them. In any other 

place, they almoft unavoidably do mifchief, by ad
ding to the number o f  thofe, whom the vices of 

cities inevitably corrupt.
But i f  purer motives cannot prevail, let pride 

plead the caufe o f  patriotifm. In a country like 

ours and Great Britain, a country gentleman is the 

firft o f  all characters ; and truly, when we view him 
feated in the manfion o f  his anceftors, furrounded 

by his family, his relations, his fervants, his work

men, his tenants and his neighbours, all in their due 
proportion, partaking o f  his hofpitality, benevo

lence and protection, where fhall we find a more en
viable objeû ? But merely fhift the fcene, and place 
him in the capital, often in an inconvenient and in

commodious houfe, or paltry lodgings ; where now 

are his honors, his influence, his refpedtability ? All  
vaniihed and loft in the crowd. He becomes at once 
a mere cypher without ufe or value ; fpending his 

days in a club room, and his evenings in the tavern, 

or at the card table ; and that income, which before 
promifed him and others fo much folid and fubilan- 

tial comfort, will barely fupply what are deemed the 
neceflary ornaments and amufements o f  life. Mean

time, his fervants are tainted with the vices o f  the 
town, and infected with the dangerous fpirit o f  the 
day -, and it is well i f  his wife and daughter are pre- 
ferved uninjured ; their health certainly is not. 
Then bathing, or the wells, are ordered, and he is 

fent with all his incumbrances to England or to the
fea,

*
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fea, to accumulate expences. His manfion-houfe is 

defcrted in the fummer as well as the winter, and 
changed for a narrow lodging ; habits o f  indolence 

and diiîipation are infenfibly acquired, perhaps habits 

of a worle kind, if a worfe can be ; and he who was 

the fupport and ornament o f  a confiderable diitrict, 

the fond Parent, the. indulgent Landlord, the hof- 

pitable Neighbour, the liberal Benefa&or, the re- 

fpccted Magiftrate, finks into ufelefs iniignificance 
and Contempt !

Abandoned by their owners, our villages might 

iiii! have fome hope left, if they were not alfo 

abandoned by their p a s t o r s  ; by thofe, whofe 

bounden duty it is to take care o f  them ; and whofe 

breach of duty has this aggravation, that not by dé

f a u t  (as hi the lormer cafe) but by their ozvn folentn 

acceptance, this.duty attaches. Far be it from me 

to fpeak difrei^>e£tfully of the C lergy  : I reverence 

their facred office : I look up to them, as the m oil 

pious, the moit learned, and the moil ufeful clafs 

ox all. A s  individuals, they m ail  o f  courfe vary ; 

and while fome are ably and diligently perform 

ing their • duty, others alas. ! notorioufly neglect 
their’s. m ^

It has too long been the falle and fhallow policy 

cf  irreligious and worldly-minded M en, to de
prive the Clergy o f  the exercife o f  thofe rights, 

which they receive not from man ; and which man, 

therefore, cannot take from them. It feems al- 

rnoft forgotten, in thefe days o f  novelty, when 

every thing ancient and venerable is defpiled, that

* • E  Cfcriftians



Chriftians are a regular fociety, formed by C h r i s t  

himfelf, under rulers and officers appointed by him, 
with authority to appoint others to fucceed them ; 

and thus our prefent Bilhops and Clergy derive 
their authority by regular fucceffion from H im  to 
whom all power was given, and who, i f  he had 

feen fit, could have inverted them with temporal 
authority alfo: but this he did not;  on the con
trary, H e and his Apoitles every where, in the moil 
explicit terms, enjoin all Chriftians to fubmit like 

others to their lawful Governors. In temporal mat
ters. therefore, our Bifhops and Clergy poffefs only 

fuch powers as are given them by the laws o f  this 
land : but, in all fpiritital concerns, they derive 
their authority from Him by whom Kings reign, 
and are bound to exert it for the benefit o f  that 

body over whom they are appointed.
W ith  all poffible deference, I fubmit it to the 

confideration o f  our Governors, both in Church 

and State, whether any Society can long flourifh, 
or even exift, without Regulation and Reform ? 
and whether the Church o f  Ireland can form an 
exception to this rule ? I earneftly entreat them 
to confider the prefent ftate of Religion and Morals 
in this Kingdom— T o  confider how impoflible it is 
for human haws to coerce a people, who have loft 
all fenfe of  the Divine Law  ; who are no longer 
reftrained by the dictates of  confcience ; and who, 
confequently, abftain from no crimes, but fuch 
as are prohibited by the law of  the land, and from 
thofe, only when the danger o f  puniihment is fo

apparent,
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apparent, as to overcome the force o f  corrupt paf- 

fions and pampered appetites ! W hatever  may be 
the refult o f  fuch an inquiry, it furely muft be ad

mitted, that the enforcing the rejidence o f  our pa

rochial C lergy  is indifpenfiibly requifite ; and that 

the times call for uncommon exertion in all ; efpe- 

cially in thofe, who have the care o f  our principles 

and our morals. N ever  did the powers o f  dark- 

nel's exert themfelves more, or with more fuccefs. 

D o  other powers exert themfelves as much to coun

teract them ? treafon, fedition, and m utiny, have 

appeared ; and new laws have been made to pre

vent their growth ; and we all fee l, and moil o f  us 

acknowledge, that this was right and fit. B u t  do 

not adultery, gam ing, Sabbath-breaking, negleft  o f  

public worihip, and above all, lukewarmnefs and 

indifference about Relig ion itfelf, prevail, to a de

gree unknown in any former age ?— to a degree, 

which feems to portend the eradicating Chifti'anity 

in this quarter of the W o rld  ? A n d  where are the 

laws againil thefe ? Shall I be told that there are 

fuch already in our Statute Books ? T h e  fame was 

laid as to the laws againil treafon and fedition ; 

but by whom was it faid ? W a s  it by  thofe, who 

wiilied to prevent fuch crimes ? or thofe who by their 

writings and fpeeches, had encouraged them ?

In t h e  N am e, therefore, o f  that G o d  who made 

us ; o f  that S a v i o u r , who died to redeem us ; 

and^of t h a t  B l e s s e d  S p i r i t ,  who is ever ready to 
ailift our weak but fincere endeavours ; I call on 

e v e r y  B i f h o p ,  Prieft, and D e a c o n ,  who has devoted

himfelf



himfelf to the fervice o f  G od  in the Church of 
Ireland, to lay afide every avocation, and in- 

ftantly to exert his utmoft powers, in the preferva- 
tion o f  our holy Religion. So fhall lie fave 

many fouls from death, and hide a multitude of

fins.
T h e  fame exhortation I would addrefs to the 

Clergy of all denominations. I would exhort the 
Diffenting Clergyman to refleft whether it is from 
the avowed fubverters o f  all Religion, from Free

thinkers and Atheifts, that he is to e x p e a  that form 
o f  Church Government to which he is fo zealoufiy 

attached ? or i f  he promotes his own caufe, or the 
caufe of  his Religion, by countenancing his hearers  ̂

in their partiality to French principles, and their 
expectations o f  a force to fubvert the prefent o r 

der of things. I would exhort the Roman Catho
lic Clergyman to refleft what chance he can have, 
not only to obtain the place held by the eftabliflied 
Clergy, but even to be left in his prefent fituation, 

or in a way to difcharge theduty he owes to hisFlock, 
ihould thofe of  his profeffion, who have united them- 
felves with the malcontents of  the North, fucceed in 
their fchemesof changing the prefent Government for 
a French Republic. The example of  the feat o f  his 
Religion, and of its venerable head, will afiord him 
an infallible rule by which to judge. It calls upon 
him by all that is dear to him in his Religion, 
and by the immortal interefts o f  thofe, over whom 
he has been appointed the fpiritual D iredor, 10 re

double his paftoral exertions ; to make a common
caufe
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caufe with all the Minifters o f  the Gofpel,  and in- 

ftcad o f  prejudicing his hearers againil their Pro- 

teflant brethren, or raifing a fpiritual wall o f  re

paration between them, now that the legal wall 

has been broken down, to inculcate a fpirit o f  m u

tual love and benevolence, and to have no antipa

thies but againil the advocates o f  immorality and 

licentioufnefs, and no enemies but the enemies o f  

Chrii l .
I f  any lawyers, merchants or others, who are en

gaged in worldly  buiinefs can fpare time and 

thought for one ferious reflection, let that refleftion 

be, “  how their account will {land at the D a y  o f  

Judgment?”  how they will  then anfwer for having 

joined “  night to day and Sunday to the w e e k , ’ * in 

adding (billing to (billing, and guinea to guinea, 

inftead o f  purfuing their lawful calling, and de

voting to the fervice o f  G o d ,  that fmall portion o f  

their time and thoughts which he claims ; and 

which claim, i f  they have a ju i l  fenfe either o f  their 

temporal or eternal intereils, they will  never more 

refill.
1 now wifh to addrefs m yfelf  to all the inhabi

tants o f  this ifland, but chiefly to thofe o f  the 

lower clafs, as it is called :— to thofe, who have 

neither rank or riches, but mull earn their daily 

bread by their daily labour. Y o u ,  my fellow-coun
trymen, whether you kn ow  it or not, have fouls to 

be faved -, and muil live for ever in another world  ; 

and be there rewarded or punifhed, as you  have be

haved well or ill in this life. Even here, i f  you
behavs
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behave ill, you will fuffer for it ; and if  you behave 
well, God and good men will affiit you. If  you 
are idle, do you not want bread ? If  you are 
drunken, do not your wives and children fuffer ? If  

you are difhoneif, do not you loofe your chara&ers ? 
If you are honeft, and contented, and diligent, do 
you not find you are happy ? By being happy, I dont 
mean that you have every thing you want, or that 

you have no ficknefs or forrow !— that is fuch hap- 

pinefs, as does not fall to the lot o f  any body in this 
world. Whatever you may think, the King upon 
his throne has more cares and vexations than you 
have. Many and many a night, when you are 

found afleep, he and his Minifters are hard at work, 
for-you, and me, and all o f  us : A nd the cafe is the 
fame with the great and learned. Some of  them, 
indeed, like fome o f  you, neglect their bufinefs, 
and waite their time in idlenefs and vice ; but others 
w'ork as hard or harder than you, and their work 

is o f  a worfe fort. Y o u r ’s preferves your health ; 
while their’s de/iroys their health, and ihortens their 
lives. G od has fo ordered it, that, in this life, no 
man fliall be completely happy ; but moil men, let 
their fituation be what it will, may be tolerably 
happy, i f  it be not their own fault : and every man 
may be completely happy fo r  ever in another world ; 
ind the fame means which will make him happy in 
another world, will commonly make him comforta
ble in this.

Let us, then, inquire what thofe means are : They 
may be expreifed in two ihort words—

B E ,



B E  G O O D !

G o d ,  who made all things, has fo made them, 

that it is impoffible for a bad man to be happy. He* 
has given u s  laws,-and promifed to reward us i f  we,, 

obey them, and to puniih us i f  we do not. H e com

mands us to love and fear him ; to pray to him ; to 

believe in Jefus Chrift his Son ; to honour and obey 

the King,  and all who are in authority under him ; 

to fubmit to our mailers, and all lawful governors. 

T o  refpeft G o d ’ s minifters, his Sabbath, and his 

church. T o  pay all their dues, whether tithes, 

taxes, cuftoms, or other things. T o  obey the laws 

o f  the country in which we live. T o  do to others 

as we would have them do to us. T o  love our 

neighbours, and ailift them as often as it is in our 

power. T o  be honeft, fobrr, modeft, and decent. 

T o  w o rk  diligently, in order to get our living. 

T o  bear patiently fuch misfortunes as befal us. T o  

be thankful for fuch good things as we enjoy ; for 

our health, and ftrength, and daily bread, and many 

other bleflings which we are too apt not to confider 

as we ought. T h e y  are all the gifts o f  G o d ,  and . 

ought to be received as fuch.

N o w  I would afk any fair man, i f  there is any

thing hard or unreasonable in all this ? O r  whether

he is not convinced that, i f  we would obey thefe

laws, we fhould be much happier than we are ? For,

forry I am to fay it, we do not obey them as wé

ought. Inftead o f  praying to him every night and

morning, fome, I fear, never pray at all ; inftead

o f  obeying the K in g ,  and his Magiftrates and Offi
cers,
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cers, how many have been guilty lately o f  infulting 
him and them ! How many have joined in riot
ous mobs, and feditious clubs and meetings !
H ow many have fuffered themfelves to be deluded
into unlawful and impious oaths, prepoileroufly 
pledging themfelves to G od, upon the Holy Gofpel 
o f  his Son, to commit robbery, murder, every 
crime that is moil heinous in his fight, or that can 

expole us moil certainly to his wrath, and to eter
nal damnation, and thinking themfelves bound bv7 o  j

fuch oaths ? How many have been the dupes o f  a
fet o f  wretches, who are‘ going about, as St. Peter 
reprefents the Devil,  feeking whom they may de

vour ; deceiving the fimple and the ignorant by 
falfe reprefentations, feeding them with hopes which 
they can never make good, making them renounce 
all their prefent comforts and enjoyments, and all 

their induitrious purfuits, and expofe their wives 
and their children to be left without houfe or home, 

or fupport, for a wild-goofe-chace after fomething, 

which fome perfons, whom they do not fo much 
as know, defire fome perfons to tell them they are 
to get from the French, when they are to come over 
on floating iilands, and blow the Britiih fleet, that 

now rides in triumph through the whole world, out 
o f  the feas ? In fhort, how many have thrown oif 
all religion, all fear of G od , frequenting neither 
Church, Mafs, nor Meeting ; or i f  they go to the 
Chapel or the Meeting Houfe, going there only to 
enter into wicked and favage combinations, and to 
fettle plans for robbing, and plundering, and mur- 
. - . dering,



tiering, as foon as the night comes on ; or for train

ing themfelves to arms, that they may be the more 
expert to fpill the blood o f  their c lergy, their 

landlords, their neighbour^, and former acquaint- 
cnees and friends ?

Even amongit thofe who are not thus changed in

to favages, and cut-throats, and houfe-breakers, 
how many are there who ffiew every kind o f  difre- 

ipect to G o d ’s Minifters and Ordinances ? who 

fcarcely ever go to the houfe o f  prayer ? who fpend 

G o d ’s D a y  in doing more bufinefs than on any 

other day in the week, or in jaunting about, or in* 

getting d iu nk, though it is exprefsly ordered, that 

neither we, nor our fervants* nor our cattle, ifiall 

w o rk  on that day, and that w é  ihail keep it holy ? 

Initcad of paying to all their dues, h ow  m any try 

to cheat the eftablifhed clergy o f  their tithes, and 

their priefts o f  the little pittance they claim for 

their fupport, and the K ing  o f  his taxes, and buy 

fmuggled goods wherever they can meet with them ? 

JÎ) thefe and many fuch things, they offend againit the 

laws o f  G o d ,  and the laws o f  the land.* W h o  is 

there that always does as he would be done by ? that 

never fpeaks ill o f  his neighbour ? that never tries 

to deceive, or defraud, or over-reach another ? how 

common are drunkennefsy lewdnefs>, gam bling, 
and above all, profane curfing and fwearing, and 

the moil fhocking oaths,- which give no pleafure to 

Any man, and are fo abominable before G o d  ? H o w  

many never thank G o d  for any thing ?• A r e  never 

contented, but grum ble and complain, even when

F  nothing

' ;[ 33 J



ffothing ails them, and they are not in want ? and 
what makes all the more unpardonable is, that we 
can none o f  us pretend that we are uninftru&ed, or 
deprived of  the means of  knowing our duty. W e  

have eftablifhed among us the moil pure and perfect 
form of  chriilianity, and that which approaches the 

rieareft to the primitive times of the Apoftles, that 
any Chriftian people ever enjoyed. N o defcription 

amongft us are without fufficient Chriftian in- 
ílruótion to convey to us a knowledge o f  the 

virtues o f  the Gofpel. The Bible is in the hands 
o f  moft people ; it is explained to all ; and if  we 

would read it, or attend to the explanation, we 
could not fail to know our duty : but the truth is, 

moft o f  us know our duty, but will not do it.
Is it any wonder then, that God fhould puniih us 

for all this ? He has given us fuch good things as 
few other nations ever had. W e  have the free ex- 
ercife o f  our Religion, through all denominations ; 

ourperfons and our property are alfo free. As 
long as we tranfgrefs not the laws, we can go where 

we will,  and do what we will ; and fo long as we 
do not injure others, nobody can injure us 
without being puniihable for it. W e  live in a land 
o f  plenty, and the pooreft perfon in it, that is fober 
and frugal, can eat a more wholefome and nourifh- 
ing food, and can live in a more warm and com
fortable habitation, than thofe of  a much higher 
rank in moft other countries. Great pains have 
been taken to make the people think otherwife.
But I will appeal to every candid man, who has vi-

iited
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filed the other countries o f  f u r o p c ,  i f  he has ever 

feen one, where the labourer, i f  he be induftrious, 

and does not fpend his money on fpirituous liquors, 

or in fome other loofe way, lives more comfortably. 

There is not a cottier in the kingdom  who has not 
hio cow s grafs, and his potatoe garden, at a rent 

perfectly proportioned to the wages he receives, 

l i e  can have his flax ground, for the induitry or 

his wife, at a rate equally proportionate to the value 

o f  the manufacture when lie fells it, and with that 

and his hog, which is feen in every cottage, he can 

clothe his family better and more warmly than any 

other man o f  his clafs, even in England. Tlio 

wages o f  the common labourer are alfo more equal 

to hisfupport than in that country, notwithftanding 

all that is faid to make him thi;ik otherwife. I f  he 

buys as many o f  the neceffaries o f  life for his fix- 

pence as the Engliih labourt;- can buy for his (bil

ling, then may not his wages be faid to be as 

high as the wages in England ? But who does not 

know that this is the cafe ? Is not the price o f  bread, 

o f  meat, o f  firing, o f  clothing, o f  every thing 

that the poor man requires for his fuftenance and 

comfort know n to be twice as dear in England as it 

is here ? T h e  fame may be faid o f  the lower manu

facturers, as of the labourers ; and i f  their condi

tion be better, than that o f  the fame clafs o f  people 

in England, how mu ft it be when compared with 

the black rye bread, the chefnuts, the garlick, the

onions,
In  m o d  o . the counties, and in ail the cities and great  to w n s,

the lure o f  labour is now as h igh  a3 in E n g la n d .  T h e n  w h a t is 
the inference ?
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o n i o n s ,  the wooden ihoes o f  the French, who, they 

are told, are to come and better their condition ?
It is not that I do not wiih that they could live 

Hill more comfortably than they do. I ihould be 
happy to fee the day when every man in the king
dom could have his fowl or his joint o f  meat in his 

pot o f  a Sunday, as the good Harry the Fourth of  
France ufed to wiih for his people, but which thofe 
who murdered his defcendant have taken care ihould 

never be their lot. W hat I want is this ; that they 
ihould not liiten to every idle, defigning fellow, 
who would perfuade them that they are more poor 
and iniferable than perfons of  their clafs in 
other countries, and make them quit their induilry 

to engage in defperate fchemes that can only end in 
bringing themfelves and their wives and children to 

ihame and beggary. I wiih them to have much more 

wages than they now get, and they would deferve 
them, i f  they would only be a little more induitri- 
ous, i f  they would make a confcience o f  earning 
them as they ought, i f  they worked as hard by the 
day, as they do by the great or the job , and i f  they 
carried all their money to their wives, inftead o f  
fpending fo much of  it in the ale-houfe and dram- 

fhop.
T h e  Conclufion o f  the whole is this : God has 

bleííed this country beyond moil others : W e  have 
the beft Religion, the belt form o f  Government, 

and the moil plentiful land of  any people upon 
Earth : But we have made fuch a bad ufe o f  thefe 
blefiings that we are in great danger o f  lofing 
them. W e  negleft G o d ,  his Service, and his

Dav.
* J  ■
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D a y .  W e  call ourfelves Chrijlians, but we hardly 
know what the word means. Few  confider, that 

every man, who fays he is a Chriftian, fays as fo l

lows :— “  I am the Soldier and Servant o f  Jefus 

Chriíi.  I have renounced all fin and wickednefs, 

and all the vanities o f  this world. I have owned 

that I am a finner, and that I can only be fared 

by the merits and fufferings o f  Jefus Chriit  ; and 

in order to receive the benefits o f  thefe, I muit 

repent o f  my fins ; I muit believe in Jefus Chriit  ; 

and I muit do what he has commanded. His co m 
mands are contained in the Gofpel ; I muit, there

fore, read tbat% in order to learn m y duty  ; and, 

when 1 have learned it, I muit do it faithfully and 

diligently.”
O h  ! my Countrym en ! i f  w c  would do this, we 

ihould be fafe,and happy, and profperous! G o d  would 

make a hedge about us, and about all we have ; 

and would defend us from all our enemies ! W e  

Ihould no longer be divided and weakened by par

ties and oppofitions ; for we ihould all fear G o d ,  

and honour the K in g,  and love one another ; and 

who would dare to invade us ? W h y  are w e ,  then, 

fo blind to our intereft, to rejeft peace and prof- 

perity, when w e might fo eafily obtain them ? If  

you love your country, i f  you love your wives ox 

your children, i f  you love yourJelves~—reform your 

conduft before it be too late ! T h e  judgments o f  

G o d  are in the world : they have fallen upon 

France, upon Flanders, upon H olland! they are 

ready to fall upon us. I f  we will not take w a rn 

ing from aU that has paifed, and is now paiTmg, al-
m oíi
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moíl at our doors, we have no excufe, and there
fore no room to hope that we fhall efcape. But 
even i f  we could, what would it avail ? The Day 

° f  Judgment mujl corns ; when every one who has 
not repented and reformed, will be condemned 
to fuffer the torments of  Heil for ever ! W hat 
thofe torments are, we know not ; and God grant 

we never may ! but i f  there be any Truth in the 
W o rd  of  G od itfelf, they are far greater, and 
more dreadful, than any thing Man ever felt, cr 
can conceive.

L o o k  down, O C o d  of  all Mercy, on this 
Land ! Open our eyes, that we may fee thy Judg
ments hanging over our heads and ready to fall 011 

us 1 G ive us a juft fenfe o f  our guilt, and grace 
to amend our lives ; and let our timely Repent
ance make us fit objefts o f  thy Mercy, and prevent 
the deftru&ion o f  our Nation.

Blefs thy fervant our King, with long life and 

peace. Give true Wifdom to all thofe who have 
any ihare in the Government o f  our Country ; that 
they may fee and know, that neither our own 
arm, nor our own devices can fave us ; and may 

learn to look up to thee, O  God of  Hofts, for 
thine almighty Aid.

Give a double portion o f  thy Spirit, to the 
Biihops and Paitors of thy Church ; that they 

may devote themfelves entirely to thy Service ;
boldly



boldly rebuke vice ; and by their diligence and 

zeal, by the foundnefs o f  their D o& rin e  and Ho- 

linefs o f  their lives, may turn the hearts o f  this 

nation, from the lufts o f  the flcih, the vanities o f  

life, and the defire o f  earthly gain, to the kn ow 

ledge and love o f  thee and o f  the Gofpel o f  thy 

Son.

Grant that thofe, to whom thou haft com m it

ted W ealth ,  or Power, or Learning, or any ufe- 

ful Talents, may ever remember from whom  they 

received them, and employ them for the good o f  

all ; that fo they may give in their account wirh 

joy  at the lait D ay.

A n d ,  finally, we befeech thee, to make us hum 

ble and pcaccablc, fober and diligent, juit and mer

ciful ; pious towards thee our G o d  ; loyal to our 

King,  obedient to our Governors, refpe£tful to our 

fuperiors, and kind and affe&ionate to all men : 

T h at ,  being protected by thy A lm igh ty  P o w e r ,  we 

may pafs our time here in peace and comfort ; and 

be made partakers herea!ter,.of  eternal happinefs ; 

through the merits and interceilion o f  our blefled 

Lord  and Saviour Jefus Chriit— A n d  let every true 
Jrifhman fay,

A M E  K.
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P O S T S C R I P T .

S hcîuld  any one, who has a {hare in the Le- 
giflature or Government of  this Land, perufe thefe 

Pages, let him reflefl: ferioully how he can anfwer 

to G od and his Country, for fitting tamely by^ 
Without attempting to reprefs thofe grofs Crimes, 
Which, i f  fuffered to continue, muft bring us to 

D e f in i t io n .  I f  he wants Refoluticn* he is unfit 
for his Station. Let him no longer fear the Scoffs 
o f  a few impious Wretches ; but uniting with other 
ferious and a£live Men, and avoiding all Heat 

and Enthufiafm on the one hand, and all Luke- 
warmnefs and Timidity on the other, let them 
confider what are the reigning Vices, and at leaft 
attempt to chcck them.

Adultery rages ; and, whilft our Law gives large 

damages to the injured man, no atonement whatever 
is made to our injured G od! nay, both he, and his 

law, are infulted ; for the adulterer and adulterefs 
are let go free, and are even allowed to enter into 
unholy wedlock. B y  the Jewifh law (which was the 
law o f  G od ),  they were both to die. Under the 
pure Chriflian difpenfation, fhall they not only 

efcape, but be put on a level with the virtuous ?

Surely



Surely the woman, at leaft, ought to be marked 

with fome perfonal infamy, and in no cafe be per- 
mitted to marry again.

G am ing, though not perhaps fo direft an infult to

G o d , is no lefs pernicious in its effefts. It feems to

defy the exifting laws, and therefore calls for new 
ones*

“  Becaufe o f  fwearing, the land mourneth.” __

“  Swear not at all.” — “  A b o v e  all things, my bre'- 

thren, fwear not. — Such are the itrong expreilions 

o f  our facred code, H o w  then can we hope to be 

excufed or pardoned, when we multiply oaths by 

every new law, till they ate become almoit words o f  

courfe, and have loft all that reverence which was 

formerly annexed to them, and without w hich, they 
can only increafe our condemnation !

A  Cuftom-houfe oath is already proverbial, and a 

tax oath is in great danger o f  becoming fo. W e r e  

no oath admhiiftered, but in a public court, by  the 

Judge himfelf, and with the utmoft poffible folem- 

m ty,  it would imprefs both the witnefs and the au

dience with a juft fenfe o f  its awful nature. In all
other cafes, the figning a declaration o f  the truth 

o f  the evidence given, and the juftnefs o f  the pu- 

nifhment to be incurred i f  it prove falfe, would b e  

more decent, and at leaft as effectual as the oath now 
adminiftered.

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it h o l y . ”  

~  In it thou (halt not do any work ;  thou nor thy 

fon, nor thy daughter, thy man fervant, nor thy 

maid fervant, nor thy cattle.” — W h ofoever  doth
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any work on the Sabbath day, he ihall furcly be put 
to d e ath ;” — fuch is God's law ; but what is our 
practice ? L ook  at our itreets and roads, and fee 
them crowded, not merely with the carriages of 

the great, but with ftages full o f  travellers, and 
waggons loaded with goods. Surely when we are 

diitreifed for new taxes, a heavy Sunday toll might 
be laid throughout the iiland, to check at leait, if 

we will not prohibit, the grofs profanation of  the 
L o rd ’s day, that fertile fource of immorality. And 

i f  no public houfcs, except inns on great roads, 
were fufFered to be open on Sundays, it would pre
vent fome murders, many robberies, and infinite 

mifchief.
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IF any perfon ihould be inclined to A  ink the pre. 

fent ilate o f  things in this country not fuch as to 
warrant the anxiety and alarm expreffed in the pre

ceding pages : let him read attentively the following 
extra&s from the writings of two of  the ableft men 

o f  the age ; and, having fo done, let him confider 
the events which have fince happened, and the alte
ration which has fince taken place in our national 
principles and morals ; and then fay— what their 

fentiments would now be ?
“  Seldom any ilate is ruined, but there are evi

dent fignals and prefages of it. In general, without 
the fpirit o f  prophecy, it is no difficult matter to

perceive



perceive when cities and kingdoms are tending to

wards their final period and diifolution. There are 

as certain tokens and fymptoms o f  a confumption 

and decay in the body politic, as in the body natu

ral. I would not prefage ill to my country ; but, 

when we confider the many heinous and prefump- 

tuous fins o f  this nation ; the licentioufnefs, and 

violation o f  all order and difcipline ; the daring in- 

folence o f  robbers and fmugglers, in open defiance 

o f  all law and juftice ; the faftions and divifions ; 
the venality and corruption ; the avarice and profu- 

iion o f  all ranks and degrees among us ; the total 

want o f  public fpirit, and ardent paflion for private 

ends and interefts ; the luxury and gam ing and dif- 

folutenefs in high life, and the lazinefs and drunk- 

cnnefs and debauchery in low life ; and above all, 

that barefaced ridicule o f  all virtue and decency ; 

and that fcandalous negleft ,  and I wilh I could not 

fay contempt o f  all public worfhip and religion :—  

W h e n  we confider thefe things, thefe figns o f  the 

times, the ftouteit and m od  fanguine o f  us all muff 

tremble at the natural and probable confequences o f  

them. G o d  give us G ra ce ,  that we may know, at 

le ajl, in this our day, the things which belong unto our 

peace, before they are hid from  our eyes. N ever  may 

fuch blindnefs happen to us as befell the Jews ; but 

may we feek the Lord while -he may be found , and call 

upon him while he is near ; and return unto the Lord , 

and he w ill have mercy upon us, and to our God, fo r  

he will abundantly pardon.” — Bijhop Newton, on the 

Prophecies, Vol. II. p . 239. -

l | N L  r . “  i f
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“  If  you behold a nation diftinguifhed by irréli
gion and contempt o f  things facred ; by licentiouf- 
ncis, fa£hon, luxury, diilipation, and effeminacy ; 
be allured that, without a reformation, and a return 
to firit principles, the conqueft o f  that nation by 

fome other is becoming more and more feafible 
every day ; the fame vices, which provoke divine 
vengeance, preparing the way for its execution. 
Such were the characteriilics o f  the ancient people 

o f  G od, in the times preceding their feveral capti
vities. Such was the cafe when the old Affyrian 
empire periihed with Sardanapalus ; when Babylon 

was furprized by Cyrus ; when Darius was over
thrown by Alexander ; when Greece fell under the 
dominion o f  the Rom ans; when thefe lait were 

overwhelmed by the Northern nations, and when 

Conftantinople was taken by the Turks. Every 
man, who has the profperity o f  his country at 

heart, ihould very ferioufly confider, how far thefe 
tokens are to be found upon ourfelves ; and what 
can be done to prevent the farther fpreading o f  the 

infe&ion j and to eradicate the feeds o f  the difor- 
d cr .— Bijhop Horne's Sixteen Sermons, page 162.

t h e  e n d .


