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T O  T H E

P U B L I C .

F T  E R having executed the Plan
of London and its Suburbs, I

wanted only to do the fame by Dublin, 
in order to have the Honour of having 
traced out two of the largeft and moil 
celebrated Cities of Europe. If I had 
given Credit to what I had been told 
of this City, I fhould never have had 
the Pleafure which I have enjoyed in 
this Work. Several Perfons had re- 
prefented this City, as not deferving 
the Attention of Strangers, not being 
remarkable for any Singularity, nor 
affording any Thing worthy of the 
Curioiity of a Traveller. But we fee 
in this Map, that Dublin is one of the 
imeft and largeft Cities of Europe, as

a well
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well on Account of its Quays which
reach with Order and Regularity from 
çneEnd of the Town to the other, as on 
Account of a great many grand Builds 
mgs in different Parts on eitherSide; for 
Initance, Kildare-houfe, the Barracks,
H o ip ita ls ,P a r h a m e n t-h o u fe ,th e C o lle g e
and the Caftle, which is the Refidence 
of the Lord Lieutenant, &c. and alfo on 
Account of feveral fpacious and mag­
nificent Streets, the Gardens, Walks, 
&c. Beiides that, the Situation of Dub­
lin ̂ is very agreeable and commodious • 
being a Sea-Port, it hath a magnificent 
Harbour, through which a furpriiin^ 
Number of VeiTels are continually 
palling up the River ; which they co­
ver from its Mouth to the fir ft Bridge. 
The Ground upon which the Citais 
built is a Plain with very few Rifings 
or Defcents. Its Outlets are anfwer- 
able to the Beauty of the City, as ap­
pears in the Plan which I have drawn 
of the adjacent Country. But what 
contributes yet more than either Na­
ture, or Art, to the Embelliihment of

D u b l/n ,
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Dublin is the Temper of the Inhabit-

t £  Î  K g' gentle; and cour«°<«-1 he lrtjh  keep up the molt amiable

v ; I , " 6  i [ an ,k ’  P ° I ite > a f f i*W e,make it their Pleafure to live much 
with each other, and their Honour to 
treat Strangers with Politenefs and Ci­
vility They are particularly remark­
able for a Lenity and Mildnefs with 
which Juitice is executed, almoft un­
known except in this Country and in 
England. 1 hey endeavour rather to 
difcharge a Prifoner and to foften h is  

Pum/hment, than to condemn him.
I am extremely furprifed that the Au-
1 ■ °r ° ,  t j eCr '  i1:em of Geography has 
given f0 different a Charaâer of this
Nation. He is ill informed, not to fay 
any more ; and his Article of Dublin 
and the Irijh are entirely falfe, and can 
make no other Jmprcffion upon the 
Reader than of his Impertinence and 
Bolands in venturing to forgeaDefcrip- 
Uon without Foundation, and without

y For my Part, I have had 
the Pleafure of being in Dublin above

two
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C O N T E N T S .

7 Preibyterians ditto Ditto Prefbiterienes
1 Methodifts ditto Ditto Methodifte
2 Quakers ditto Ditto Quaeres

12 Rows _ , Traverfes_
io  Squares Places

1 66 Streets Rues
2 a W alks Promenade

i W ell Puits
19 W atch Houfes Garde de Nuit
17 Yards. Cours.

12060 Dwelling-houfes, 12060 Maifons lefquelle 
which at a moderate en fuppofant 8 Perione
Computation o f eight dans chacune, Dublin
People in each, Dub- contient 96480 Arne,
lin contains 964S0 
Souls.

Miles.
T h e  City in Circumference, 7 Circonférence.

I  Synagogue
4  Nunneries

Synagogue
Couvents

5 Prifons 
19 Quays 
1 2  Roads

Prifons
Quays
Routes

10

r e m a r k s

In Length, 
In Breadth,

2  ̂ Longueur.
I i  Largeur.

Acres.
London,
Paris,
Dublin,
Rome,

T H E
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Gentleman’s Guide.

P i a t e s ,

4
3
4
3 
2
a
4
2
3
3
4

A L L E Y S .

A
C.  A.

Tkinfon’ s-alley, upperCoomb. 
BridgetValley,Bridget-ftreer. 
Browns-alley, Thomas-ftreet. 

Bull-alley, Patrick-ftreet. 
Carter’ s-alley, L azer’s-hill. 
Cheiler-âlley, E iîèx Quay. 
Cole’s-alley, Meafh-ftreet. 
Crown-alley, Copé-ílreet. 
Cole’ s-alley, Caftle-flreet. 
Copper-alley, Fiihamble-ftreet. 
Croitick, or Dunktn’ s-alley, Meath- 

ftreet.
Fleet-alley, Fleet-ftreet.

4 Flag



e n

4  Fiag-aUey, Meath-ftreet.
4  Fordom V alley, Newmarket.
3 Freeftone-alley, St. Kevan’s Port.
4  Gilbert’ s-alley, Earl-ftreet.
3 Goat-alley, Stephen-ftreet.
2 G oodm anValley, Patrick-ftreet.
4  Hunt-alley, Truck-ftreet.
4  Jackfon V a lle y , Pimlico.
3 Indian-alley, Yicar-ftreet.
2 JohnfonValley, St. M ary’ s-abbey.
3 Limerick-alley, Francis-ftreet.
3 M ark’ s-alley, Francis-ftreet.
3 Marihal’s-alley, Fifhamble-ftreet.
3 M inor’s-alley, Bridget-ftreet.
3 Miter-alley, St. Kevan’s Port.
2 Oliver V a lley , W  ood-ftreet.
4 Paget’ s-alley, Cornmarket.
3 Peticanon-alley, Bridget-ftreet.
3 Pig-alley, New-row.
2 Pye-alley, Garden-lane.
3 Ram alley, Skinners row.
3 Raparee-alley, Stephen’ s Green.
2 Read’ s-alley, Little Abbey-ftreet.
3 _ Robinfon’ s-alle», Lower Coomb.
3 Salutation-alley, Dame-ftreet.
4 Skinner’s-alley, New-market.
j  Smockralley, Fi(Eamble-ftreet.
3 Swan-alley, Dame-ftreet.
4 Swift’ s-alley, New ftreet.
4  Swift’s-alley, Meath-ftreet.
2 ' Sycamore-alley, Dame-ftreet.
! Thundercut-alleÿ, Queen-ftreet.
2 Turnftile alley, Fleet-ftreet.

 ̂ Walker V alley , St. Patrick’s-clofe.
2 Whynnery V alley, Arran-ftreet.

J^lm

P l a t e s .



A L M S - H O U S E S .
P l a t e s .

ï Carpenters W idow s A lm s-H oufe,
Oxmantown green.

4. St. Catherine’ s A lm s-H oufe, Pimlico.
A . H .

2 W idow s Alm s-H oufe, St. Bridget-
ftreet.

2 WTidows Alm s-Houfe, Great-Britain-
ilreet.

s W idows Alm s-H oufe, Liffey-ftreet.
4 W idows Alm s-H oufe, Cole’s-alley,

Caftle-ltreet.
3 W idows Alm s H oufe, Stephen’s ilreet

B R I D G E S .

C 9 ]

i Bloody Bridge, Cuff-ftreet.
4 Bow Bridge, Bow-lane.
1 Bridewell Bridge, Queen-ftreet.
4- Cork Bridge, Cork-ftreec.
2 Efiex Bridge, Capel-ftreet.

- 1 Old Bridge, Church-ftreet.
2 Ormond Bridge, W ood Quay.

B U I L D
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B U I L D I N G S .
P l a t e s .

3 " T j f  Ï L D A R E  Houfe, Kildare-
j f sk.  ftreet.

i T h e Barrarks, Barrack ftreet.
T h e Caille, Caftle ftreet.
T h e City W ork houfe, Mount Brown. 
Trinity College, College Green.
St. Sepulchres, Kevan itreet.
Court Houfe, Kevan ftreet.
T h e Court Houfe, Thomas Court. 

John’ s Caftle, Cornmarket.
TheFour Courts Houfe,Chrift Church 

Lane.
The Curtomhoufe, ElTex ftreet.
The Mayoralty Houfe, Dawfon ftreet. 
The Parliament Houle, College Green. 
The Thcííel, Skinners Row.
T h e Poft Office, College Green.
T h e old Theatre, Aungier ftreet.
The Royal Theatre, Smock alley.
T h e K ing’ s Inns, Inn’s Quay. 
TheCornM arket Houfe,Thomas ftreet. 

The old Caftle, St. Kevans ftreet. 
Grange Gorrnon Houfe, Stanley ftreet

J 0t t . > t r  ‘  'Ÿ  /"*  ̂r it / * r> / -y * '.S  ‘  '

C H A P E L S .

T r i n i t y  c o l l e g e  c h a p e l .

Caille Chapel.
Blue Coat Hofpital Chapel.

% Royal Hofpital Chapel.
Roman
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P l a t e s .
4 Roman Chapel, A ih  ftreet.
4  Roman Chapel, Bridge ftreet.
4  Roman Chapel, St. James’ s Gate.
3 Roman Chapel, W orm w ood Gate.
3 T w o  Roman Chapels, Cook ftreet. 

Roman Chapel, Arran Quay. 
Roman Chapel, L azer’ s H ill. 
Roman Chapel, D irty lane.
Rom an Chapel, N ew  Church ftreet.

4 Roman Chapel, Rofemary lane.
2 R o m a n  Chapel, M ary’s lane.
2 Roman Chapel, Liffey flreet.
2 Roman Chapel, John’ s lane.
3 Roman Chapel, Francis flreet.

i
2

4
i

C H U R C H E S .
3 Andrew’ s, H o g  H ill.

St. Ann’ s, Dawfon ftreet.34 St. Audeon’s, St. Audeon’s Arch.
3 St. Bridget’ s, Bridget-ftreet.
4. St. Catherine’ s, Thomas ftre-et.
j  Chrift Church, Church lane.
2 St. George’s, Summer Hill.
4 St. James’s, James’ s ftreet.
3 St. John’ s, Fiihamble ftreet.
3 St. Kevan’ s, St. Kevan’ s Port.
3 St. L u k e ’ s, Coomb.
2 St. M ark’ s, Lazer’ s H ill.
2 St. M ary’ s, M ary ftreet.
3 St. Michael’ s, H igh ftreet.
i St. Michan’ s, Church ftreet.
• St. Nicholas W ithin, Nicholas ftreet.
* 3 St-
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3 St. Nicholas W ithout, St. Patrick’s
Cathedral.

3 St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Patrick ilreet.
St. Paul’s, K ing ilreet, Oxmantown. 
St. Peter’s, Aungier ilreet.
St. W erburgh’s, Werburgh ilreet.
St. 1  homas s, Great Marlborough 

ilreet.
French Church, in St. Patrick’s. 
French Church, Mafs lane.
French Church, Peter ilreet.
Dutch Church, Poolbeg ilreet.

C O U R T S .

A Nderion’s court, Cow lane. 
Arundal court, Nicholas gate. 

Aungier court, Cow lane. 
Buckridge’s court, Great Ship ilreet. 
Borrows’s court, Michael’s lane. 
Borr’s court, Michael’s lane. 
Crampton court, Dame ilreet. 
Delany’s court, Pimlico.
D igge’s court, Aungier ilreet. 
Draper’s court, Nicholas ilreet. 
H acket’s court, College ilreet.
Ile ll, Chrift Church lane.

3 H o y ’s court, Caille ilreet.
2 Johnfon’s court, Clarendon ftreét.
2 King’s Head court, Capel ilreec.
2 Latin’s court, Cow lane.
2 Nightingale court, Capel ilreet.

Pembroke



P l a t e s .

3 Pembroke court, Caille ftreet.
4  Purcell’ s court, Cornmarket.
2 Read’s court, Cow lane.
2 Reed’ s court, Little A bbey ftreet.
2 Simpfon’s court, Phrapper lane.
4  Great Thom as court, Thom as ftreet.
4 Little Thomas court, Thom as ftreet.
4 St. Thom as court, Earl ftreet.
3 Silver court, Caftle ftreet.
2 W h iteL yon  court, Little Strand ftreet.
3 M acculla’s court, H igh  ftrcet. 

#© © © $© © @ @ © ##© © © @ >@ © @ @ 0$^©

F E R R Y S .
2 1 i^ E R R Y  o f  Tem ple lane.
2 Ferry o f  the Bagnio flip.
2 Ferry o f Porters row.
2 Old Ferry, A fton’s quay.
I  Ferry o f the Barrack.

G A T E S .
3 Ç T .  Audeon’s Arch, Cook ftreet.
3 EfTex Gate.
I  Newgate, Cornmarket.
4 W orm wood Gate, Bridge ftreet.
3 Dames Gate, Dame*ftreet.
3 Nicholas Gate, Nicholas ftreet.
4 James’ s Gate, James’s ftreet.

[  1 3  1

G L A S S%
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G L A S S  H O U S E S .

P l a t e s .

2

1

3 . ,

2

3

G
2 Lafs Houfe, N orthW all.

oGl a
ings,

T w o  GlafsH oufcs, Ship Build-

2 Glafs Houfe, M ary’ s lane. G . H .
Glafs Houfe, Abbey ilreet.

H A L L S .

CAmmon H all, Francis ilreet. 
Carpenters H all, St. Audeon's 

Arch. C. H .
Goldfmith’ s H all, W erburgh ilreet.

G . S. H .
Linen H all, K ing ilreet.
M ufick H all, Fiíhamble ílreet. M . S.

3 M ufick Hall, Crow ilreet.
3 Stationers H all, Cork H ill.
3 Shoemakers Hall, Cook ilreet. S. H .
3 Taylors Hall, Back lane. T .  H .
^ Weavers H all, Upper Coomb.
3 Yarn H all, Linen H all.

H IL L S
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H I L L S .
P l a t e s .

I  /1  Rbour H ill, Oxmantown.
Cock H ill, Wintavcrn itreet.

3 C ork H ill, Dame itreet.
2 George’ s H ill, St. M ary’ s lane.
3 H o g  H ill, Suffolk ftreet.
2 L azer’ s H ill, Fleet ftreet.
1 Montpellier Hill, Barracks.
3 Redman’ s H ill, St. Kevan’ s Port.
2 Summer H ill, Great Britain ftreet.
3 W ard’s H ill, M ill ftreet.

H O S P I T A L S .
1 T J L u e c o a t  Boys Hofpital, Queen 

1 J  ftreet.
4  JUr. Steevens’ s Hofpital, Steevens’s

lane.
4  L o c k  Hofpital, Ransford ftreet.
2 L y in g  in Hofpital,GreatBritain ftreet.
2 H ofpital for Incurables,Lazer’ s H ill.
4  Meath Hofpital, Upper Coomb.
3 M ercer’s H ofpital, Stephen ftreet.
4 Nicholas’sHofpital,Francisftreet.N.H
4 St. Patrick’ s Hofpital, Bow lane.
4 Royal Hofpital, Kilmainham.

ft****»#*##*#*»****##** 
I N F I R M A R I E S .

2 /'■'^Haritable Infirmary, Inns Quay.
4  Soldiers Infirmary, James’s ftreec

L A N E S .
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P l a t e s .

1 A  R R A N -lane, Arran’s-quay.
2 Back-lane, Corn market.
3 Badgers lane, Duke-ftreet.
2 Balls-lane, Ann-ftreet, Oxmantown.”
4  Bafon-lane, Mount-Brown.
2 Batchelors-lane, Batchelors-walk.
g Beaux-lane, Aungier ftreet.
4  Becks-lane, Mount-Brown.
1 Black-horfe lane, Stoney-batter.
3 Little Boater-lane, Stephen’s-ftreet.
3 Great Boater-lane, St. Kevan’ s-ftreet.
3 Bonds-lane, New-ftreet.
2 Boot-lane, St. M ary’ s-abbey.
x Bow-lane, N ew  Church-ftreet.
4 Bow-lane, James’ s-ftreet.
2 Bradogue-lane, Little-green.
4 Brickfield-lane, Brown-ftreet.
2 Old Brickfield-lane, Britain-ftreet.
1 Bridewell-lane, Arran-ftreet.
2 Brock-lane, Great Britain-ftreet.
2 Bull-lane, Ormond-market.
.  Bumbailliff’ s-lane, New-ftreet.
2 Bunting-lane, Moore-ftreet.
1 Burges-lane, Hay-market.
2 Byrn’ s-lane, Little Abbey-ftreef.
q Cabbage-garden-lane, St. K e v a n V

ftreet.
i Cabra-lane, Stoney-batter,
i  Carter-lane, Smithfield.

Cafar’i
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Cafar’s-lane, Cook-ftreet/ 
Caftle-lane, Dame-ftreet. 
Chancery-lane, Bridget’ s-ftreet. 
Chappel-lane, Plunket-ftreet. 
Chequer-lane, Grafton-ftreet. 
Cherry-lane, Bolton-ftrcet. 
Cherry-tree-lane, Jam esVilreetl 
Chrift-church-lane, High-ftreet. 
Church-lane, St. K evanV port. 
Church-lane, Aungier-ftreet. 
Church-lane, L azer’ s-hill. 
C ole’s-lane, Henry-ftreet. 
C ook ’ s-lane, Thwatling-ftreet. 
Copinger’s lane, William-ftreet. 
Cow-lane, St. M ary’ s-lane.
Crane lane, Thomas-ftreet. 
Crane-lane, Dame-ftreet.
Crofs-lane, Bolton-ftreet. 
Cuckow-lane,Ann-ftreet,Oxmanto\vn. 
Cut-throat-lane, Mount-Brown. 
Dirty-lane, Thomas-itreet. 
Dolphin’ s-barn-lane, Cork-ftreet. 
Dromcondra-lane, Dorfet-ftreet. 
Duck-lane, Smithfield. 
Dung-hill-lane, Thwading-ftreet. 
Dünkin’ s lane, Meath ftreet.
Dury lane, Barracks.
Elbow-lane, Pimlicoe.
Little Elbow lane, Pimlicoe.

P l a t e s .

Fiiher’ s-lane, Ormond-market.
2 Ferry-boat, or-Union-lane, Strand.
2 Fleet-lane, Fleet-ftreet.
1 Flinn’s-lane, Channel-row.
2 Frenchman’ s-lane, Mabbot'ftreet.
3 Garden-lane, Fráncis-ftreet.
;2 Garning-lane, Dorfet-ftreet.

B * George’ s
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P l a t e s .

George’ s-lane, Dame-ftreet.
Golden lane, St. Stephen’s ftreet. 
Grangegorman-l^ne, Channel row. 
G reg’ s-lane, Marlborough-ftreet. 
Hanbury-lane, Meath-ftreet. 
Hammond-lane, Phcenix-ftreet. 
Hanover-lane, Francis-ftreet. 
John’ s-lane, Thomas-ftreet. 
John’ s-lane, Fifliamble-ftreet. 
Jofeph’ s lane, George’ s lane. 
Kennedy’ s lane, Nicholas ftreet. 
Kilmainham-lane, Mount Brown. 
L ee’ s-lane, Fleet-ftreet.
Liberty-lane, St. Kevan’ s-port. 
L illy ’ s-lane, Patrick-ftreet.
Littin’ s lane, Batchelors-walk. 
Loftus-lane, Capel-ftreet. 
Longford-lane, White-friars-ftreet. 
Long-lane, New-ftreet,
Love-lane, Brown-ftreet.
Love lane, Y o rk  ftreet.
Maiden-lane, Wood-ftreet. 
M ark’ s-lane, Francis ftreet. 
Marrowbone-lane, Roberts s-ftreet. 
M ary’ s-lane, Church-ftreet.
M ary’ s lane, M ary’s ftreet. 
Mafh-lane, Thomas-ftrect.
Mais-lane, Thomas-ftreet.
Mafs, or Lucy lane, Inn’s-kay. 
Great Martin’ s-lane, Marlborough- 

itreer. * •
Little Martin’ s lane, Strand. 
May-lane, Lough-buoy.
Meeting-houfe lane, St. Mary's- 

abbey.
Michael’ s lane, H igh ftreet.

t  18 ]



4 M ill lane, M ill ftreet.
2 M ois lane, Lazers hill.
3 M urdering lane, Bow bridge.
4 Mutton lane, Crooked ftaff.
1 N ancy’ s lane, Oxmantown.
2 O ff  lane, M oor ftreet.
1 Old Brickfield lane, Great Britain-

ftreet.
3 St. Patrick’ s lane, Leinfter ftreet.
2 Petticoat lane, Little Britain ftreet.
2 Phrapper lane, K ing ftreet.
4 P ig  lane, Mount Brown.
2 Pill lane, Ormond market.
4  Potters lane, M ount Brown.
2 Price’s lane, Fleet ftreet.
I  Pudding lane, Arran quay.
i  Red Cow lane, Channel row.
1 Richardfon’ s lane, Arbour hill.
3 Rofemary lane, Merchants quay.
3 Rofs lane, Bridget’ s ftreet.
2 R yder’ s lane, Capel ftreet.
3 Schoolhoufe lane, H igh ftreet.
3 Skippers lane, H igh  ftreet.
3 Spans lane, Grafton ftreet.
3 Stable lane, Ann ftreet.
3 Stable lane, Duke ftreet.
3 Stable lane, Aungier ftreet.
2 Stable lane, W eft Arran ftreet.
3 Stable lane, Redman’s hill,
i Stable lane, Henry ftreet.
1 Stable lane, Britain ftreet.
1 Stable lane, Henrietta ftreet.
3 Stable lane, Merrion ftreet.
3 Stable lane, Leinfter ftreet.
2 Stable lane, Sackville ftreet.
2 Stable lane, Bolton ftrcet.

B 2 Stable

F 19 3
P l a t e s .
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P l a t e s .

2 Stable lane, Dorfet ftreet.
3 Stable lane, Kildare ftreet.
3 Stable lane, Dawfon ftreet.
2 Stable lane, Capel ftreet.

Stable lane, Marlborough ftreet.
2 Stable lane, St. Mary ftreet.

‘ 3 Stable lane, Naflau ftreet.
3 Stable lane, C uff ftreet.
4 Steevens’ s lane, St. James’s ftreet.
2 Stirrup lane, Phrapper lane.
2 Sugar houfe lane, Hawkins’ s ftreet.
4. Sugar houle lane, Ransford ftreet.
4 Sweeny’s lane, Crooked ftaff.
3 Tangier’ s lane, Gralton ftreet.
4 T aylor’ s lane, Marrowbone lane.
3 Tem ple lane, Dame ftreet.
3 Trinity lane, College green.
3 T ucker’ s lane, N ew ftreet.
2 Turn again lane, Bolton ftreet.
4 U fher’s lane, Uiher’s ftreet.
1 W hite’ s lane, George’ s quay.
3 Whitefriars lane, Aungier ftreet.
3 W illiams’ s lane, New ftreet.
■i W illiams’ s lane, Great Abbey ftreet.
2 W orlds End lane, Strand.

oQy :Q9 OOP 3Qa9O09Q60QQ9Oi3

L I B R A R I E S .

2 riT A H H  Library, Trinity college.
2 T Marfh’ s Library, Patrick’s 

_ dole. r  y
K & t 'f ' T ift* -

M A N U F A C T U R E S
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MANUFACTURES.
P l a t e s .

2 i^ ^ H I N A  Manu fa 61 ure, Mabbot
\ _ J  ftreet.

2 Flax Manufacture, Linen hall.
2 Velvet Manufacture, Marlborough-

itreet.

t  €*€*€*#€*&& € €>$£ $  

M A R K E T S .
1 A R R A C K S  market, Barrack- 

j [ 3  ftreet.
2 Butter market, Ormond market.
4 Butter market, N ew  hall market.
3 Butter market, Caftle market.
4 Butter market, Glib market.
3 Butter market, St. Kevan’s port.
3 Caftle market, Dame ftreet.
3 Clarendon market, Clarendon ilrcet,
4 Cornmarket Cloth market, Newgate.
2 Fifh market, Ormond market.
4 Glib market, Thomas itreet.
2 Green market, Litde green.
1 Haym arket, Smithfield.
4 Newhali marker, Newgate.
4 Newmarket, Chambers ftreet.
2 Ormond market, Ormond qiuvy.
3 Patrick’s marker, Patrick ftreet.
2 Poolbeg market, Po^lbeg llreer,
1 Smithfield maiket, Oxmai town.
4 Thomas marker, Taom as ftreet,
4 T ruck market, T ru ck ftrett.
2 Fruit market, C rmond bridge.

M E E T IN G
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P l a t e s .

4

M e e t i n g  H o u s e s .

An a b a p t i s t s  meeting houfe, 
Indian alley. A . M . H . 

Methodifts meeting houfe, W hite- 
friarlane. M . H .

Moravians meeting houfe, Great 
Boater lane. M . M . H . 

Prefbyterian meeting houfe, Cook- 
ftreet. P. M . H .

Preibyterian meeting houfe, Plunket-
ftreet. P . M .  H .

Prefbyterian meeting houfe, W ood-
ftreet. P. M . H .

Preibyterian meeting, Meeting houie
yard. P . M . H . ^

Preibyterian meeting houfe, Mary s* 
abbey. P. M . H .

Preibyterian meeting houfe, Capel- 
ftreet. P. M . H .

Prefbyterian meeting houfe, Euuace- 
ftreet. P. M . H .

Quakers meeting houfe, Cole’ s alley.
Q ^ M . H .

Quakers meeting houfe, Sycamore-
alley. Q 1 M . H .

Synagogue o i the Jews, Sycamore-
" alley. J . S.

T N U N N E R IE S .
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N U N N E R I E S .
P l a t e s .

NU N N E R Y , Channel row. 
Nunnery, Pudding lane.

2 Nunnery, K in g ftreet.
4 Nunnery, Mullinahack.

P R I S O N S .

3 Q L A C K  D O G  Prifon, Corn-
I I  market.

4  Bridewell Prifon, James’s ftreet. 
Four court Maríhalfea, Fiíhamble'*

ftreet.
3 Marfhalfea Prifon, Merchants quay.
4  Newgate Prifon, Cornmarket.

« S » » » ! » ) * » »  X O o& O oO Q iO iW aO C* 

P O U N D S .

2 A  Pound in the Strand,
l A  Pound in Stoneybatter.

Q U A Y S .
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QJJ A Y S .
P l a t e s .

1 A  R R A N ’squay, Queen ilreet.
2 / ~ \  A ftcn ’s quay, Hawkins ftreet.
4 Back quay, or Ellis’s quay, Queen-

llreet. .
2 Batchelors quay, Liffey ftreet.
3 Blind quay, EiTex ftreet.
2 Cuftom houle quay, EfTex bridge.
2 Eftex quay, Eflex bridge.

.2 George’ s quay, G eorge’s ftrcet.
2 Inns quay, Ormond bridge.
3 Merchants quay, Bridge ftreet.
2 Lower Ormond quay, Swift’s-row.
1 • Pembroke quay, Bloody bridge,
2 Upper Ormond quay, Eftex bridge.
2 Rogerlon’s quay, Mois llreet.
i U flier’s quay, Old bridge.
1 Ufher’s ifland, Bridewell bridge.
3 W ood quay, Ormond bridge.
2 Iron quay, Ship building.
2 Dublin quay, or North wall.

* R O A D S.
3 T 3  O A D  to Balls bridge, Black 

X \ .  Rock, & c. Stephen’ s green.
3 Road to Donybrook, Stephen’s green.
i Road to Glafnevin, Glafmanogue.
i Road to Chapel izod, Barrack ftreet.
j  Road to Caftleknock, Phoenix Park,

and by Black horíe lane to Stoney 
batter.

Road

1
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4 Road to lnchicore, Bow bridge!:
4 Road to Naas, Kilmainham.
3 Road to Rathfarnham, N ew  ftreet.
3 Road to M iltown, St. Kevan’s port.
2 Road toRingfend, L azer’s hill.
2 Road to Clontarf, the North Strand,

and by Summer hill.
2 Road to Drumcondra, Bolton ilreet.

R O W S .
P l a t e s .

i ✓ "C H A N N E L  row, Glafmanogue.
4 Cuckolds row, Newmarket.
4 Cutpurfe row, Francis itreet.
4  N ew  row, W orm wood gate.
3 N ew  row, Poddle.
3 Peter’s row, Peter’s ftreet.
j  Porters row, Fleet ilreet.

Pudding row, Merchants quay.
1 Proteftant row, St. Kevan’s port.
3 Skinners row, Caftle ftreet.

Swifts row, Jervis ftreet.
-  Tuckers row, Drogheda ilrect,

S QJJ A R E S .
3 ’T 'X A R B Y  fquare, W erburghftrcet.
1 1 J  Horfes fquare, Barrack,
r Little fquare, Barrack.
2 Library fquare, Trinity college.
2 Old fquare, Trinity college,
i Palatin; fquare, Barrack.
I Royal fquare, Barrack.
3 Spittle fquare, Coomb.

W eavers
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P l a t e s .
4 Weavers fquare, Ormond ftreet.
3 St. Stephen’ s green fquare, Y o rk -

ftreet.

® &5&ÍIXS®®©®©®

S T R E E T  S.
2 B B E  Y  -ftreet, Caple-ftreet.
2 Little Abbey-ftreet, Caple-

ftreet.
2 Great Abbey-ftreet, Caple-ftreet.
2 Anglefea-ftreet, Fleet-ftreet.
2 Ann’ s-ftreet, Linen-Hall.
> Ann’ s-ftreet, Dawfon-ftreet.
2 Arran-ftreet, Upper Ormond-qüay.
i W eft Arran-ftreet, Arran’s-quay.
4 Aih-ftreet, Coomb.
I Anngier ftreet, George’s lane.
i Barrack-ftreet, Oxmantown.
-> Black-pitts, Wards-hill.
1  Bokon-ftreet, Caple-ftreet.
4. Brathwait-ftreet, Pimlicoe.
2 Brickfield-ftreet, Great Britain-ftrett.
4 Bridge-ftreet, Old-bridge.

Bridgefoot-ftreet, Bridewell-bridge. 
Bride-ftreet, Werburgh-ftreet. 
Britain-ftreet, Caple-ftreet.
Little Britain-ftreet, Caple-ftreet. 
Great. Britain-ftreet, Caple-ftreet. 
Broad-ftone, Glaffmanogue. 
Brown-ftreet, W eaver’ s-fquare. 
Brown-ftreet, Oxmantown. 
Butter-crane, Vicar-ftreet. 
Caple-ftreet, Effex-Bridge.

Cavendifli

4
3  
2

2
2

i

4 i
4
2
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P l a t e s .
Cavendifh-ftreet, New-gardens.

3 Caftle-ftreet, Caftle.
2 Charles-ftreet, Ormond-bridge.
4 Chambers-ftreet, Crooked-ftaff.
1 Church-ftreet, Old-bridge.
> Clarendon-ftreet, Chequer-lanc.
2 Coleraine ftreet, Linen- hali.
2 College-ftreet, Lazers-hill.
3 College-green, Dame ftreet.
4. Cook-ftreet, W ormwood-gateT
3 Lower Coom b, Francis-ftreet.
4  Upper Coom b, Pimlicoe,
2 Cope-ftreet, Anglefea-ftreet.
4  C ork ftreet, Cork-bridge.
4 Cowpaller-ftreet, Brown-ftreet.
4 Crooked Staff ftreet, Pimlico.
2 Crow-ftreet, Dame-ftreet.
3 C u ff ftreet, Bloody bridge.
3 Little Cuff-ftreet, St. Kevan’ s-port.
3 Great Cuff-ftreet, St. Kevan’s-port.
3 Dame-ftreet, College-green.
3 Dawfon-ftreet, Stephen’ s-Green.
2 Derry-ftreet, Linen-hall.
3 Digg-ftreet, Aungier-ftreet. 

Dominick-ftreet, Great Britain-ftreet. 
Dorfet-ftreet, Bolton-ftreet. 
Drogheda-ftreet, Abbey-ftreet. 
Earl-ftreet, Meath-ftreet. 
Effex-ftreet, Cuftom-houfe.

3 Euftace-ftreet, Dame-ftreet.
Fade-ftreet, George’ s lane.

3 Fifhamble-ftreet, Caftle-ftreet.
3 Fleet-ftreet, Templebar.

Flood ftreet, Cuffe-ftreet.
3 Fownes’ s-ftreet, Dame-ftreet.

Francis-ftreet, Coomb.
Frederick

2
2
2
4
2



Frederick ftreet, Molefworth ftreet. 
George’s ftreet, George’s quay. 
George ltfeet, Channel row.
G laffmanogue, Church-ftreet. 
Glofter ftreet, Lazer’s hill.
Grafton ftreet, College green. 
Gravel walk, Barrack itreet.
Greek itreet, Great Britain ftreet. 
Hanover ftreet, Lower Comb. 
H arry’s itreet, Grafton-ftreet. 
Hawkins’s ftreet, Lazer’s hill. 
Hendrick ftreet, Queen ftreet. 
Henrietta ftreet, Bolton ftreet. 
Henry ftreet, St. M ary’ s ftreet. 
H igh ftreet, Caille ftreet.
Jervais ftreet, Britain ftreet.
John’ s ftreet, Gravel walk.
John’ s ftreet, PimJico.
St. K tvan’s ftreet, Poddle.
St. Kevan’ s port, Great Cuff itreet. 
Kildare ftreet, Stephen’s green.
King itreet, Stephen’s green.
King itreet, Ox n: an town.
I-azer’s hill, Fleet itreet.
Leiniter itreet, Naffau ftreet.
Liffey ftreet, Barrack itreet.
Little Longford ftieet, Aungier ftreet. 
Longford itreet, Aungier ftreet. 
Loughbuoy, Oxmantown.
Lower Liffey ftreet, Great Abbey 

ftreet.
Middle Liffey itreet, Abbey itreet. 
Upper Liffey ftreet, Great Britain 

itreet.
Lime ftreet, Strand, 
lin en  hall ftreet, Linen hall.

Liiburn



2 
2
1
2 
2

3 
2
2
2

4
3
4

l
2
2
4
4
?
J
I

3
4
1
4
3
3
4
3
i
3
2

4 
i
X
J

P l a t e s .

Lifburn ilreet, Linen hall.
I he Lotts, L ow er Liftey ilreet. 

L u k e ’s frreet, Rogerfon’s quay. 
Lurgan ftrcet, Linen hall.
M abbot itreet, Strand.
Malpas ilreet, N ew  ftreet. 
Marjborough ilreet, Ship buildings. 
M ary’ s A bbey, Caple-ftreet.
M ary’s ftreet, Caple ftreet.
Meath ilreet, Coomb.
Merrion ftreet, Stephen’s green.
M ill ftreet, Crooked ftaff. 
Molefworth ftreet, Kildare houfe. 
M ofs itreet, L azer’ s hill.
Mountrath ilreet, Pill lane.
M oore ftreet, Great Britain ftreet. 
Mount Brown, James’ s ftreet. 
Mullinahack, W orm wood gate. 
Naftau ftreet, College green.
N ew  ftreet, St. Kevan’s ilreet.
N ew Church ftreet, Smithfield. 
Nicholas ftreet, Patrick’ s ftreet. 
Ormond ftreet, V/eaver’ s fquare. 
Oxmantown, Barracks.
Park ftreet, Coomb.
Patrick’ s ftreef, Nicholas gate.
Peter ilreet, Eride ftreet.
Pimlico ftreet, Crooked fcaff. 
Plunket ftreet, Francis ftreet. 
Phcenix ftreet, Bridewell.
Poddle, Patrick’s ftreet.
Pool beg ftreet, L azer’s hill.
Pool ftre?t, Pimlicoe.
Prince’ s fcreer, D rogheia ftreet. 
Prince’ s fcreer, R ogerf,n ’s quay. 
Queen ft/eet, Bridew.'U Bridge.

Ransfjrd

[  29 ]
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4 Ransford ftreet, Thomas Court.
4 Roberts ftreet, Marrowbone lane.
2 Sackville ftreet, Great Britain fireet.
2 Shipbuilding, Abbey ftreet.
3 Little Ship ftreet, W erburgh ftreet.
3 Great Ship ftreet, Stephen’ s ftreet.
2 Stafford ftreet, Abbey ftreet.
i Stanley ftreet, Channel row.
1 Stoney Batter, Oxmantown.
2 Little Strand ftreet, Caple ftreet.
2 Great Strand ftreet, Capel ftreet.
3 Suffolk ftreet, Grafton ftreet.
4 Summer’ s ftreet, Marrowbone lane.
2 Templebar, Fleet ftreet.
i Tem ple ftreet, Barrack ftreet.
4 Thomas ftreet, Jumes’ s gate.
i  T ighe ftreet, Gravel walk.
4 Tripilo, Pimlicoe.
.4 T ru ck ftreet, Upper Coomb.
4 Thwatling ftreet, James’s gate.
4 U fner’s ftreet, U fher’s quay.
4 Vicar-ftreet, Thomas ftreet.

Werburgh ftreet, Fifhamble ftreet.
3 Whitefriar’s ftreet, Stephen’s ftreet.

 ̂ Winetavern ftreet, Merchant’s quay.
W illiam  ftreet, Stephen’ s ftreet. 
W ood ftreet, Whitefriar’s ftreet.

+ Wormwood gate, Cook ftreet.
Y o rk  ftreet, Stephen’s green.
The T oll houfe, St. James’ s ftreef.

3

4

W A L K S .

♦
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P l a t e s .

W A L K S .

2 " O  A T C H E L O R ’ s walk, Ormond
O  quay. _

I  Bowling green, Hendrick ftreet.
I  Marlborough Bowling green, Marl­

borough itreet.
3 Beaux walk, Stephen’s green.
i Old Rope walk, Great Martin’s lane.
4  City Bai'on, James’s itreet.
4 T h e Rope walk, Ransford itreet.
3 College gardens, Trinity College.
3 French walk, Stephen’ s green.
1 Gravel walk, Oxmantown.
3 Leefon’s walk, Stephen’s green.
4 Lord Galway’ s w alk,Tw atling ftreet.
2 Little green, Green market,
x Little green, Linen hall.
.-> M onk’s walk, Stephen’s green.
2 T h e  M all, Sackville ftreet.
2 N ew  Gardens, Great Britain ftreet.
I Phoenix Park.
4 Rope W alk , Ransford ftreet.
i Long Meadows, Park gate.

I
Y A R D S .
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Y A R D S.
P l a t e s .

i  T )  A L L  Y ard, Church ilreet.
1 i l  Barrack’ s H ay yard, Arbour

hill.
2 Blackmoore Yard, Anglefea ilreet.
3 Black poll yard, Francis ilreet.
3 Caille Yard, Caille.
3 Chapel Yard, Cook ilreet.
3 Chrift Church yard, Fifhamble itreet.
4  Cryllis’ s Yard, Earl ilreet.
I  Dawfon’s Yard, Barrack ilreet.
4 D o g  and D uck Yard, U iher’ s quay.
4 Lim e Kiln Yard, Thomas ilreet.
4 Meeting-Houfe Yard, U iher’s quay
4. Mullican’ s yard, Swift’s alley.
1 Pipe Office Y ard, Barrack ilreet.
2 Proby’s Yard, Middle Liffey ilreet.
2 Sadler’ s Yard, College ilreet.
g Stable Yard, in the Caille.
3 Ball Yard, John’s lane.

[  32 ]
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The



T H E

C O N T E N T S

0  F T H E

City of London, Weftmin/ler, and the 
Borough of Southwark»

A  L L E Y S  
/ A  Alms-houfes

625
3 9

Barrack I

Bars 4
Bridges *7
Buildings and Rents 93
Cathedrals 2

fParifh 114
German 2
Dutch 3

Churches"
Danifh
French'

i
14

Lutheran i
Í Ruffian 1
LSwçdiîh i

£

Aîleés.
Maifons de Charité, 
Cazerne.
Barrieres,
Ponts.
Domaines.
Cat hed rales.
Paroifes 1m
Allemande 
Hollandoifes

V'ànol%  h E g ïfe f
rrançoîîes °  f 
Lutherienne 
Ruffiennes 
Suedoife J

Chappd*



Chappels of Eafe
Cloies
CroiTes
Courts
Ditches 

Docks

Fire Offices
Friaries
Gates
Halls
Hofpitals

Inns of Courts

[34 1
23 Chapelles annexées,

41  Petites Places.
3 1

1 100 Courts.
5 Fofez aliter, 

r  Chantier pour la Con- 
16 s ftruftion des Vaif- 

feaux.
5 Bureau d ’Afiurance. 

Cloîtres aliter.
Portes.
Hôtels de Metrife. 
Hôpitaux.
Colleges de Jurifcon- 

fulte.

6 
21
55 
19
i 4

Lanes 266 Ruelles,
r Anabaptift 21 Anabaptiftes.

Îlndepending 20 Indépendantes. / 2' 
Methodift 7 Method iftes. > g- 
Preibyterian38 Preibiteriennes. \ 3"'

M eeting

Quakers 
Mewiès 
Markets 
Parks 
Prifons
Publick Buildings
Paflages
Quays
Royal Society
Synagogues
Stairs
Gardens
H ills
Row s
Places
Streets

8 Quaeres.
35 Ecuries, &  Remifes.
24 Marchez.

3 Parcs.
Prifons.
Bâtiments Publics. 
Paflages.
Quays.
Société Royalle. 
Synagogues.

10 7 Paflages à Bac.

1

I Z

47
32
18
1
3

39
69

8
9 2 3

Rues.

Squares



Squares 53
Free Schools 2 3
The Tower *
Walks 37
Wharfs 39
Yards 495
Roman Chappels at all 

the Embaffadors of that 
Religion.
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Places.
Colleges d’Etude,
La Tour.
Promenades.
Ports à Charbon, &c. 
Culs de Sac. 
Chappelles Romaines 

chez touts les Em- 
baffadeurs de cettc 
Religion.

V-i - A L IS T





PREFACE.

T T h E  Author was once upbraided for having volun­
teered his services in br inging  before the public his 

H istorical Review of the State o f  Ire la n d .*  H e  now 
presents himself before the public, no longer as a 

Volunteer, but as regularly  enlisted, and fulfilling the 
indispensible obligations of  his oath o f  engagem ent.  

It is some time since he swore without any evasion, 
equivocation or m ental reservation, to defend K in g  
George the T h ir d , to the utmost o f  his power, against

all

* Sir Richard Musgravc in his critique upon that work in 
the Anti-Jacobin Review, says of the author, p. 223, w Had 

lie been compelled at this critical period to write his Risto- 
i( rical Review, and had been impartial, whatever bad con- 

sequences might have followed, could not have been laid to 
u his charge. But he was a volunteer, an eager volunteer/ ’



iv

all conspiracies and attem pts whatever, that should he 

made against his Person, Crown and D ig n ity  : A n d  

that he would do his utmost endeavour to disclose and 

make known to his M ajesty and his heirs all treasons 
and traitorous conspiracies, which m ight be fo r m e d  
against him  and them .

W ith ou t  further preamble the Author distinctly de­

clares, that he considers the O ran ge  Institution to be a 

conspiracy and attempt made against the K in g ’s person, 

crown and dignity. T h a t ,  tor the purpose of defending 

his Majesty against them to the utmost of his power, by 

this publication he does his utmost endeavour to dis­
close and make known to his M ajesty and his heirs the 
traitorous conspiracy fo rm ed  against him  and them . 
H e  is free to say,  that after he had acquired the know­

led ge  of  the obligation and engagements o f  the 

O ran ge  Societies, he attempted by those means, which 
he ju d g e d  prudent to make them known to the per­

sons, through whom the disclosure might,  and he pre­
sumes to add, ought to have been officially conveyed 

to the K in g  in person. T h e  Author’s failure in his first 
attempt does not dispense with his further utmost en­
deavour $ to disclose and make them known to his M ajesty  
and his heirs. In taking the oath ot allegiance, he was 
sincere in declaring,  that he was not, and could not be 

acquitted before God or man, or absolved o f  that de- 
duration , although the Pope or any other person or 

persons, or authority whatsoever, should dispense with 
or annul the same, or declare that it was null and void 

jr o m  the beginning In virtue then of his oath, and 
in performance of the duty of his allegiance, the A u ­
thor now submits the following sheets to the perusal

of



V

o f  that public,  which is generally  botrnden b y  the 
same oath with himself, as the most effectual method 

o f  disclosing and making known the traitorous con­
spiracy to his Majesty and his heirs. Had he merely  

charged,  without proving,  the traitorous nature o f  the 

O rangem en s obligation and engagem ents,  and their 
attempts against his M ajesty ’s person, crown and d i g .  

n ity ,  or did he delay the publication by one hour 

beyond the time necessary to render the disclosure full 
and effectual, then would he not in the plain  and or­
dinary sense o f  the words o f  his oath have complied 
with, or fulfilled the obligations o f  it.

A s  the conscientious observance o f  an oath ne­
cessarily depends upon the conscientious under­
standing o f  it by the ju ro r ,*  the Author feels himself 

called upon to avow his decided opinion, that the oath 
o f  an O ran gem an ,  as it is expressed in the rules and 

regulations for the use of  all O range  S jcieties, herein­
after printed, is of  a treasonable nature b y  common 
law, and felonious by the 4 7 . h G e o .  ]I[. c . xiii.  which 

is an A ct to suppress insurrections and prevent the. 
disturbance o f  the public peace in Ire la n d  ; and which 

will remain in force to the end o f  the present session 
o f  parliament. An act, which has never been acted 
upon for the only useful purpose, for which it appears

to

* The author cannot subscribe to the generally received 
opinion, that an oath is to be taken in the sense, in which it 
is imposed or required, secundum ummum imponentis : but se­
cundum animum jurantis, that is, according to the juror’s un­
derstanding, and the common acceptation of the words, in 
which the oath is expressed.



to bave b e e n  passed, namely,  that of making the ini­
tiation into an Orange Lodge,  Felony  ; and for this sole 

purpose devoutly it is to be wished, that the legisla­

ture may amend and perpetuate it.

T h e  ground of the first part of  this opinion rests 
upon the universal admission, that by  common law 

allegiance,  absolute, unqualified and perpetual is due 
from e ve ry  subject to his sovereign ; consequently an 

oath to render it conditional, qualified or temporary,  

contravenes the purity of natural ligeance, and is of a 
treasonable quality. T h e  ground of  the second part 

of the opinion will be manifest to every one, who reads 
the enacting part of this statute, and impartially c o m ­

pares it with the secret, proscriptive and unauthor­

ized obligation or oath of an O ran gem an ,  as settled by 
the Grand Lodge o f  Dublin ,  on the 10th of  January,  

J8 0 0 , as hereafter printed.

Scct.  III. “  And be it enacted b y  the authority 

“  aforesaid, T h a t  every person or persons, who shall 

“  administer, or cause to be administered, tender, or 

t( cause to be tendered, or be present, aiding or as- 

“  sisting at the administering or tendering, or who 
6( shall, by  threats, promises, persuasion, or other 
“  undue means cause, procure or induce to be taken 

“  by any person or persons in Irela n d , upon a book 
t{ or otherwise, any oath or engagement,  importing 

c£ to bind the person or persons taking the same, to 
be of  any association, brotherhood, committee, so- 

“  ciety or confederacy whatsoever, in reality formed, 

“  or to be formed for seditious purposes, or to disturb

iC the



“  the public p eace,  or to injure the persons or property  
“  o f  an y  person or persons whatsoever,  to do or omit or 
“  refuse to do any act or acts whatsoever,  under what- 
“  ever name, description or pretence such association,

«  brotherhood, com m ittee ,  society or co n fe d e racy  

“  shall assume or pretend to be formed or consti-  

“  tuted ; or any oath or e n g a g em e n t ,  im porting to 

“  bind the person, taking  the same to obey the or- 
«  ders or rules or commands of  any com mittee or 

“  other body of  men not law fully  constituted, or o f  
“  any captain, leader or commander (not appointed 

“  b y ,  or under the authority of  his M ajesty ,  his heirs 

“  or successors,) or to assemble at the desire or com ­
f1  mand o f  any such captain,  leader, com m ander or 

committee,  or of  a n y  person or persons not having 

“  lawful authority ,  or not to inform or g iv e  ev iden ce  

“  against any brother, associate or con federate ,  or 
“  other person, or not to reveal or discover his or her 

“  having taken any il legal oath, or not to reveal or
11 discover any illegal act  done or to be done,  or not 

4< to discover any illegal oath or e n g a g e m e n t ,  which 
«  niay be administered or tendered to him or her,  

«  or the import thereof,  whether such oath shall be  

“  afterwards so administered, or tendered or not, or 

“  whether he or she shall take such oath, or enter into 
«  such engagem ent or not, being b y  due course ot̂  

“  law convicted thereof,  shall be adjudged gu i lty  of 

“  felony,  and be transported for life : And every per- 

“  son, who shall take in Ire la n d , any such oath or 
“  engagem ent,  importing so to bind him or her as 

“  aforesaid, and being by  due course of  law thereof
convicted,



víii

“  convicted, shall be adjudged gu i lty  o f  felony, 'and 
ue transported for seven years.’ ’

B eyon d  the obligation o f  his sworn duty  o f  alle­
giance,  the author is impelled by a sense o f  the im­

portance of  Ireland to the stability of  the British em 
pire, to exert  his further efforts to induce the pre ju­

diced and the blind, justly to appreciate, and earnestly 

to co-operate in bringing into action the powerful 
energies of  a gallant, warm-hearted and loyal people. 

Insulting »  the pretence to establish tranquillity, peace 

and happiness in the country b y  those, who refuse, or 
neglect  to root up and utterly to destroy the plants of  
discord so prodigally sown, so guardedly trenched, so 

artfully bleached and softened under the richest mould, 
so tenderly fostered throughout the land. H a v in -  tho­

roughly  examined the nature and properties o f  this 
deadly exotic  for the benefit o f  the country,  in which 

its culture has been so powerfully  forced, he cannot 
consistently withhold for one hour the result of  his en­

quiries. H e  therefore publishes separately this disqui­
sition before the history o f  Ireland since the Union, 

to which it was intended as an introduction, can a p ­
pear before the public.

i he Author anticipates the indulgence of  every  real 
Irishman, for introducing the following sheets to the 
notice of the public in the words of  the greatest mas­

ter of  impressive and figurative reasoning, the ros­
trum  ever boasted. O n  moving for the release of  a 
learned ju d g e  from illegal imprisonment under an 
English warrant, he noticed the dead silence, into

which



which the public had been frowned on the sad o c c a ­
sion, and rejoiced in that factitious dumbness, be­

cause, when all was hushed, when nature slept, thp 

weakest voice was heard. «« T h e n ,  says he,”  (Curr.  

Speech in B e x  v. Johnson) “  T h e  shepherd’ s whistle 
“  shoots across the listening darkness o f  the inter- 

“  minable heath, and gives  notice,  that the w o lf  is up- 

“  on his walk ; and the same gloom and stillness, that 

t€ tempt the monster to com e abroad, facilitate the 

<c communication o f  the w arning to beware. Y e s ,
iC through that silence the voice shall be heard.------

“  Yes,  through that silence the shepherd shall be

“  put upon his gu ard.------ Y e s — through that silence

“  the felon savage  shall be  chased into th e  t o i l s ”

I N T R O D U C T I O N ,
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INTRODUCTION

T h e  history of Ireland lias been brought from Ad van- 

its first connection with England down to its [empura  ̂
Union with Great .Britain. T h a t political event ry histo- 

has not realized the flattering, prospects w h ic h iy ’ 
the British M inister held out to the Irish people, 
as inducements to adopt the measure. T h e ef­
fects o f the Union are o f transcendent impor­
tance to the British Empire, and cannot be other­
wise made known, than b y continuing the his­
tory of Ireland from its incorporate Union up to 
the current year. T h e task of writing modern 
history is arduous and invidious. N othing re­
prehensible, unsuccessful or disastrous can be 
fairly represented, without wounding the feelings 
o f those, who planned or executed the measure.
On the other hand, cotemporary history must 
ever gratify a people interested in the faithful re-

B cording



cording o f their national atchievements. If the 
truth be at first disguised, distorted or suppressed, 
it m ay then be readily rectified or supplied by 
co-existing documents or testim ony; and the 
existing generation will be assured, that their 
actions will be handed down in true colours to 
posterity./ T h e liability ot a co-temporary his­
torian to be questioned either in or out of a court 
of justice for any falsehood, slander <>r malice, 
is a security not to be looked for in the writer 
of remote events. Though Ireland be legislative­
ly  united with Great Britain, the history of her 
people and Government is wholly distinct, and 
w idely different.

Necessity In order to bring under the eye of the reader 
of deve- a comprehensive and impartial view of the histo- 

Sociefy of ry  °* Ireland for the last nine years, which m ay be 
Orange- called the first fruits of the Union, it will be re­

quisite to trace to its source that political power, 
which had swayed the country for several years 
previous to the Union, as it still continues, though 
in a somewhat different manner, to sway it at 
this hour. As m any of the foots, which gave- 
rise and strength to that power happened before 

, the period, which forms the subject of this vo­
lume, they are brought forward as introductory 
matter to the history, which they mere material­
ly , than perhaps, ostensibly affect. The existence 
of the Society of Orangemen in Ireland, has
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jt'ver since its institution been productive o f suck 
strong effects upon that country, that it is im­
possible to do her historical justice, without 
fully representing the different parts, which the 
Orangemen have been permitted or made to per­
form upon the national theatre. Although m a­
n y of their atchievements have found their regu­
lar place in the history of the times, in which 

they happened, yet a minute disquisition concern­
ing the rise, progress, nature and effects of that so­
ciety has become necessary to develope the views, 
motives and consequences o f  instituting, coun­
tenancing and keeping it on foot.

It  exceeds the function of the historian to p rotest- 

trace the acts of government to the private in- ant As' 
ducements of the ministers, who directed them. cuiflanc- ’ 
It is his duty to connect times and circumstances 
with public measures, and the reader will draw 
his own consequences. T h e  history o f Ireland 
during the last century is an uninterrupted chain 
of facts, proving to demonstration, that the go- 
Aernment was carried on b y  keeping up a local 
ascendancy of foreign power or influence over 
the natural constitutional rights and interests of 
that country. It bore succesively the appellations 
ot the King s business, the English interest, the 
British ascendancy : and then it was an avowed 
appendage to the patronage of the British minis-

B 2 ter.



1er. It afterwards fell into the hands of an Irisli 
oligarchy, who by a bold and arrogant usurpa­
tion, monopolized the whole political power ot 
the country. In order to keep out of sight the 
paramount influence of the British Cabinet, 
they dignified their lucrative acquisition by the 
imposing title of Protestant ascendancy. Lord
Clare had the address to bring forward the aris­
tocracy of the country to pledge their lives and 
fortunes in support of it, before its practical 

meaning was made known to them.

First Soon after the. declaration of Irish indepen-

Unvon°in dance, in ^ 82, M r* Pitt tailed m carry ing
Mr. Pitt’s his. commercial propositions through the Irish 

Parliament. From having been thwarted in 

that favourite plan, which had been adopted 
b y  the two houses of the British parliament, 
his views and conduct towards Ireland great­
ly  changed. In 1786 Mr. Foster was cho­
sen Speaker of the House of Commons, which 
greatly en creased his political influence in the 
country. A  coincidence ot views, and disposi­
tion to keep up a political ascendancy in the 
country, strictly united the then Attorney G e ­
neral,* M r. Fitzgibbon, and the speaker, with 
M r. Beresford, to devote themselves to Mr. Pitt,

* under pledges to carry through all his business, 
provided the internal management and patronage
of the country were left to their direction. The

haughty

4
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haughty mind of M r. Pitt seldom permitted him 
to communicate fully his plans to others : he 
often made his most confidential servants the un­
conscious engines of his deepest designs. F iom  
that time M r. Pitt meditated a legislative Union, 
which for a long time he carefully congealed 
from those political contractors, who would then 
have revolted against the project, as defeating 
the object of their lucrative and ambitious spe­
culations. M r. Pitt was a man of resistless perti­
nacity and ambition. Sensible that the measure 
o f Union, particularly alter the late establish­
ment of their legislative independence would be 
resisted b y  every true Irishman, his mind was , 
brought to conviction, that it could only be 
pressed upon her in the hour oi fear and weak­
ness, of which the most immediate and unfailing 
causes are national division and religious dissen- 

tion.

Dr. W oodward, Bishop ol C loy ne, published Bishop of 
a  pamphlet, which he entitled, I he I'resent 
State o f  the Church o f  Ireland , in which he versy. 

roundly charged the Catholics and Presbyterians 
with being by principle hostile to the constitution 
in Church and state. T h is  raised a polemical 
contest kept up b y  numerous publications on 
both sides. E ach party, as usual, on such occa­
sions, claimed the victory. 1  he rewards, how­
ever, were all on one side. Every clerical writer

in



m support of the Bishop was liberally promoted 
fof the share he bore in the warfare.* O f  the

Out of that controversy arose the admirable productions 
of the Rev. Arthur O ’Leary, a Catholic priest, on toleration, 
which removed from the minds of many Catholics the diffi. 
culties, which up to that time it is well known prevented them 
from swearing allegiance to the house of Hanaver, and ab­
juring the pretensions of the House of Stuart. That Rev. 
Divine so happily blended a vein of liberality and original 
humour with orthodox instruction, that his writings.became 
popular even with Protestants, and produced so much tole­
ration and cordiality between them and tlJe Catholics, that 
created a serious alarm in those, who studied to perpetuate 
their division and consequent weakness. With much art thev 
endeavoured to stop the progress of this terrifying liberality 
and harmony among Irishmen of different religious profes­
sions. The Rev. Arthur O ’Leary was thanked by the Bri­
tish Minister for the services he had rendered to the state, by 
frightening away the bugbear of Jacobititsm, and securing the 
allegiance of the whole Catholic body to the illustrious house 
of Hanover. A  pension of ,£200 was granted to him for hi*
I lie in the name of a trustee ; but upon the secret condition, 
that he should for the future withhold his pen, and reside na 
rnoie in Ireland : in such dread washolden an evangeUzer of 
tolerance and brotherhood in that country. Two or three 
payments of this hush money were made. Afterwards an 
arbitrary refusal for many years threw the Rev. Pensioner 
upon the voluntary support of his friends for subsistence. 
After a lapse of many years, by importunity and solicitation, 
and repeated proofs of his having complied with the secret 
conditions, he received a large arrear ; and in order to make 
himself independent for the rest of his days, he purchased 
with it an annuity for his life from a public office, and died 
before the first quarter became due.

utility
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utility of the several publications, wliieh arose* 
out of that controversy, every man will ju d ge, 
who has read them. N o one however can deny, 
that the immediate result of the contest was en- 
creased virulence and animosity on the part of the 
Protestant ascendancy against the Catholic and 
Presbyterian : and reconciliation and amity be­
tween the Presbyterian and the Catholic. A n  
union, which naturally stimulated the Protestant 
ascendancy to a fiercer lust of rule, and pro­
voked the Catholics and Presbyterians, (they 
compose the bulk of the population) to a vindic­
tive acerbity of retaliation, to which they had 
long been strangers. From that hour íq the 
present, the fair observer of political events in 
Ireland will distinctly mark the workings o f the 
Prvtestant ascendancy in the rule and guidance 
of a numerous body of men united b y  oaths o f 
secrecy, deluded under pretence of religion, 
goaded b y  superst ition and passion, lured b y  
interest, and organized into complete subordina­
tion and blind obedience to the commands of 
their leaders. M r. Pitt largely lent the arm of 
the executive to all the purposes of intolerance, 
to which his Irish undertakers thought fit to ap­
ply  it. T h e  weakening of Ireland b y  internal 
dissension was the private order given to the 
triumvirate,. T h e  public instructions to the os­
tensible and responsible officers o f  the Crown

concealed
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S y s t e m  o f  
t e r r i f y in g  
b y  false 
a larms.

concealed the Machiavelian principle in the back 
ground.

It was a * favourite tactic of M r P itt’s to create 
false alarms, with a view of engrafting strong 
measures upon the timidity, which they created. 
M r. Fitzgibbon in the first fervor of devotion to 
his patron outran his commission ; and so far 
exceeded all the bounds of decency, as to retail 
officially in the House o f  Commons a most 
alarming report of the outrages of the Right 
Boys in 1787, as proceeding from a popish con­
spiracy. In this M r. Orde, the secretary, as a 
man of honour and veracity, found it necessary 
to contradict his M ajesty ’s Attorney General, in 
open Parliament, by declaring ; that he not only 
did not believe it to be truey but in several places 
he knezv it not to be true. And when this law 
officer of the Crown was shamed out of the 
clause he had introduced into the bill for pre­
venting tumultuous risings, directing the "ma­
gistrates to demolish the Roman Catholic cha­
pels, in which any combination should have 
been formed, or an unlawful oath administered, 
M r. Orde, with becoming dignity, declared, 
that he never would have concurred in such a 
clause. M r. Grattan observed upon the extra- 
official zeal of M r. Fitzgibbon, that it was re­
medying disturbance by irréligion, and establish­
ing it by Act o f Parliament.

In
* History of Ireland, by the Author, Vol. II. p. 208.
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In the year 178S, under the second adminis- n ,• ■
Xv C l l ^ lO U S

tration of the Marquis of Buckingham , whom dissension

Air. Pitt had specially selected for effecting* his íomf nttíd 
T . - ' 0 in A r-’

views upon Ireland, on the death of the D uke of magh, 
Rutland, the county of A rm agh  was the theatre, 
on which the managers of thAt ascendancy most 
prominently exhibited their newly delegated or 
usurped power. T h e  county of Arm agh is the 
most Protestant county of Ireland. It is in great 
pai t, a species of English colony. T he primacy 
having been usually bestowed upon Englishmen, 
the consequence was, that whatever church 
lands could be beneficially demised, came to 
the hands of the English dependants and favour­
ites of the Primates, as they fell in. T h e  tenants 

moved not as their patrons died ; but attached 
themselves to the soil, in which they had acquir­
ed a valuable interest. T h e y  had generally risen 
liom menial situations, and retained a species of 
extraordinary gratitude for the Church, on the 
soil of which they lived and throve. T h e y , like 
most religionists in their walks of life, manifested 
their forced zeal, more by their prominent ab­
horrence and persecution of others, than b y  the 
edifying exercise ot the tolerant and mild pre­
cepts oi their own religion. T h e  ancient village 
feuds and dissensions of the Peep o f  Day  boys 
and delenders, were renewed under the acrimo­
nious distinction of Protestants and Catholics, for 
the wicked purposes of more lasting division.

C T h e



Lmd H ie  death of Chancellor Lifford in 1?89, af-
Clare .
made forded M r. Pitt an opportunity of rewarding the
Chancel- extraordinary zeal and exertions of the Attorney 

Strength General M r. Fitzgibbon, in the management of
ot the A s -  t j l e  difficult question of the Regency in the pre-
cendancy -q!* . . .
party. ceding year. B\£ appointing him Chancellor,

(the first Irishman that ever filled that station) 
he assumed credit for being a friend to Ireland ; 
and at the same time secured the house of Lords, 
as far as the influence of Chancellor and Speaker 
could weigh. H e commanded the Speaker’s 
powers over the House of Commons in M r. Fos­
ter, and he secured in M r. Beresford the judi­
cious application of all the fiscal douceurs 
and benefits ; of the virtue and extent of 
which no other man was so cognizant. M r. 
Pitt was naturally crafty, implacable and do­
mineering. T h e  disgust, which the aristocracy 
had shewn, at the first mention of Union, rouzed 
his haughty soul into an indignant resolution to 
subjugate them to it b y  their own timidity and 
weakness. I lis lofty spirit had never brooked 
the independence, which the Irish forced the 
British senate to acknowledge in 1782. Unre­
strained b y  sympathy, impregnable to friend­
ship, unawed by advice, spurring his opponents, 
and confident of the profligacy of his adherents, 
this daring statesman seized the advantage of the 
disastrous times.

In

1 0

s
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In 1791 the government was more alarmed at Mr. Pitt's
* 1 ™ 1 • • . XT ! conduct

the sympathies of the rresbj'terians in the North towards

with the French revolutionists, than with t h e llie Ca~
• • l i i i  t holies,

dread of Catholic emancipation, although the
Presbyterians came cordially forward as the 
staunch advocates and supporters o f that mea­
sure. M r. P itt ’s general nostrum was to weaken 
b y  dividing. Nothing could so effectually put 
the nation and the Protestant ascendancy at 
issue, as the unequivocal determination of the 
representatives in Parliament not even to listen 
to their complaints. W hen, therefore, in 1792, 
the Catholic’s petition was presented to the 
House of Commons b y  M r. O ’Hara, he desired 
not to be considered as its particular patron.
N ot a member stood forward to oppose its rejec­
tion b y  the house. T h e  insulting outrage of 
not receiving their petition exasperated the C a ­
tholics, and filled their enemies with propor­
tionate confidence. T h e  animosity o f each party 
was consequently sharpened.

T h e  triumph of the Protestant ascendancy was Mr. Pitt's 
of short duration. In the next session that very 
Parliament was directed to grant almost the testant 

whole substance of the Petition, which but some andTis 
months before they had been ordered to reject view to 

with insulting contumely. T h e  weakness of the Union* 
Protestant ascendancy was thus exposed, b y  con­
vincing the nation, that they moved not b y  their

own
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own will or energy, but in servile obeissance to 
foreign authority. It was M r. Pitt’s art to play 
o ff and balance the opposite powers against 
each other, that neither should make head against 
himself. Ministry and ascendancy became equally 
alarmed at the rising disposition of the people to 
enter into a National Union, without regard to 
religious distinctiôn. M r. Pitt availed himself 
o f the critical moment, and from that time for­
ward, never ceased to press upon his creatures, 
the option of external or internal Union. In the 
latter the whole Protestant ascendancy would be 
lost : b y  the former its consequence and profits 
would be at least partially preserved. Under 
this system, each party continued for a time to 
strengthen itself. T h e  Catholics having ob­
tained more than they expected, tho’ not all they 
looked to from Government, sought to acquire 
strength and consequence b y  uniting with the 
liberal Protestants of every denomination, in 
their efforts to obtain the great national objects 
of every real Irishman’s wishes, The Protestant 
ascendancy irritated at the concessions made by 
Government to the Catholics, entrenched itself 
within a formidable line of exclusion, and vowed 
eternal inveteracy against the Catholics, even to 
extermination. With the countenance, aid, and 
support of the monopolizing junto, it arrogated 
tp itself exclusive loyally, and by affecting to

p r o p
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prop and strengthen the arm of the law, it inso­
lently identified itself with Government, and put 
the Country at issue.

T h e  year 1794 was peculiarly important to Turbu-
the interests of Ireland, as far as they were affect- !fnce of

J  the c o un -
ed b y  the workings of the Protestant ascendancy, try en-
So turbulent was then the state of the country, cltMsetl- 

,  t  T»- <• i • • • i -, i  M r .  Pi tt
that M r. Pitt tound it requisite to abandon the div ides

system of coercion, and confide the reins of G o - lhe '' h,S
. . . .  p a r t y  in

vernment to a person possessing other qualities, E n g l a n d .

than these of mere subserviency. Lord W estmore­
land’s recall was resolved upon. T h e  master 
stroke of M r. P itt ’s policy, was the division of 
the W hig  party in England. T h at event would 
not have happened, had not the D uke of Port­
land been assured by M r. Pitt, that he and his 
friends should have the entire management of 
Ireland, with full authority to redress grievances, 
reform abuses, and especially, as his grace open­
ly  avowed at Court, when he kissed hands on 
his promotion, to bring forward the question o f 
Catholic Emancipation in the ensuing session.

* M r. Foster, who had ever systematically
opposed the Catholics, and some of his family
were mainly instrumental in raising certain sus- against .

. . M r .  F a v
picions & othcr\

*  Hist. Her. o f the State of Ireland, 2 vol. 441. & seq.



picions, which led to the false charges agaiaslM r. 

F a y  of Navan, M r. Dowdal, M r. Bird of D rog­
heda, and several Catholic Gentlemen of respecta­
bility in that neighbourhood, for the murder of the 
Rev. M r. Butler, and the general system of Defen- 
dcrism, which had then settled in an open system 
of lawless robbery. T h e  Catholics had suffered 
from it more than their Protestant neighbours: and 
to its suppression th ey  had more generally, and 
as largely subscribed. T h e  plot appeared deeply 
laid under great political influence, to stigmatize 
the body o f  Catholics, thro* the crimination of 
M r.F a y , and the other Catholic Gentlemen of es­
tablished respectability. Just providence defeated 
it by opening to view the base machinations and 
perjuries of the informer L ynch, and other such 
miscreants raked out of the neighbouring Goals, 
who had been hired and suborned to swear away 
the lives of the victims pointed out. Their hon­
ourable acquittal, and the bare-faced exposure 
o f the Conspiracy covered the party with shame, 
and for a time kept them quiet in these parts of 
the Country. O f  these trials, Air. Curran* in

his

# T h i s  G e n t le m a n ,  w h o  is the present M a s t e r  o f  the Rolls 

in Ire la nd ,  d uring  the whole o f  his Po li t ica l  C a re e r  in Par­

l iamen t n e v e r  did an action,  in w h ic h  the staunchest  Patriot 

would  not have  gloried in concurr in g ,  nor uttered a speech* 

o f  which the most  eloquent m i g h t  not h a v e  boasted.
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his place in the Senate, said, cc he could speak 
“  as an eye witness, declaring them to be scenes 
“  of more atrocity and horror, than he had ever 
“  seen exhibited in a Court o f  Justice. It  was 
“  what the Catholics might have expected, when 
“  they found their avowed enemies continued in 
<c authority, and the malice of an implacable 
“  Government left to indemnify itself b y  ven- 
“  geance, what it had lost by law .”

It was necessary, that M r. Pitt should con- Pltl?s 
i • t t t i  • x t  i i • ..conspira-

vince his Whig Neophites ot the sincerity o t Cy agajnst
his en^awment, to leave the entire reform o f£ athol,c

L m a n c i -
Ireland to them. Messrs. Grattan and Pon- pation.  

sonby were therefore sent for, to form the new 

Irish Administration; and the virtuous Fitz- 
william was selected to meet the eager expecta­
tions of the nation. O n the other hand, M r. 
Beresford went over to England on a counter­
project ; and by secret négociations, successfully 
laid the train, by which Lord Fitzwilliam’s in­
structions to give the Catholic question a hand­
some support on behalf of Government, were to 
be counteracted, and the Protestant ascendancy 
was to be made finally to triumph over National 
Union, Parliamentary Reform, and Catholic 
Emancipation. This perfidious manœuvre, af­
forded M r. Pitt a treble triumph. It exposed 
the impotency of his W hig  prosélytes. It dis­

played
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Persecu­
tions in 
Armagh.

played the extent of his personal authority. It 
widened the breach between the Catholic and 
the Protestant ascendancy. From the recal of 
Lord Fitzwilliam, commenced the reign of ter­
ror. His successor, whose sole recommenda­
tion to the Irish was the name of Camden, 
from the moment of his landing, manifested as 
unequivocal symptoms of subserviency to the 
triumviri, as Lord .Westmoreland had shewn 
throughout his wiiole Government. H e threw 
himself without reserve into their arms : and 
when affrighted at the shrieks of torture, and 
nauseated with the fumes of blood, he weakly la­
mented, that the system had been extorted from 
him.

T he unexpected triumph of persecuted inno­
cence in M eath drove the baffled party to ano­
ther scene of action, wrhere their physical force 
was larger, where their instruments w ere better 
organized, and where the magistracy was more 

generally devoted to their designs. T h e  Protes- 
testant County o f Arm agh, had long been the 
field of contest, between the Peep o f Day Boys, 
and the Defenders. This acrimony, which had 
for some time been soothed into natural repen­
tance and shame at their past* errors, was re­
kindled by secret agents, and converted into a fe­
rocious warfare of religious contention. The

ascendancy
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ascendancy party was worked into an enthusias­
tic ebullition o f  renovated fury, by the Sermon 
o f  a Rev. Divine o f  the Established Church, M r. 
Mansell o f  Portadown, who some days previous 
to the 1st day o f  July 1795, bad from his pulpit 
given very marked notice to his congregation, 
that all persons disposed to celebrate the anni­
versary o f  the battle o f  the Boyne, in the 
true spirit o f  the institution, should attend bis 
Sermon on that day. This Evangelical labourer 
in the vineyard o f  the Lord o f  peace so worked 
up the minds o f  his audience, that upon retiring 
from service, on the different roads leading to 

their respective homes, they gave full scope to 
the antipapistical zeal, w ith which he had in­
spired them ; falling upon every C atholic they 
met, beating and bruising them without provo­
cation or distinction, breaking the doors and 
windows o f  their houses, and actually murdering 
two unoffending peasants, who were d igg in g  
turf in a bog. This unprovoked atrocity o f  the 
Protestants revived and redoubled religious ran­
cour. The flame spread and threatened a con ­
test o f  extermination.

A likeassault was offered to some Catholics o f  Peaceable 

the town o f  Lurgan, but no lives were lost in ^ o f th e  
that affray. Mr. Bernard Code an eminent Catholic# 

Muslin and Cam brick manufacturer, with others „aiK
D  o f  *
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o f  his Catholic brethren, convened a meeting o f  
the two parishes on the following Sunday, in the 
Session house, with which for that laudable 
pm pose the Protestant Magistrate had accom­
modated them. The people were admonished 
to behave in a peaceable manner, and assured, 
that in case o f  assault or injury, they should be 

fully protected by the arm o f  the law, provided 
they took not retaliation or revenge into their 
own hands. Pacific and loyal resolutions were 
entered into by the Catholics, and liberal Pro­
testants were invited to do the like. A  thousand 
copies oi these resolutions were circulated thro’ 
the district with the happiest effect. Tranquil­
lity and order were preserved for a considerable 
time on one side o f the Bann River.* But in

the

Sir Richard Musgrave says, (Memoirs of the different 
.Rebellions, 2d Ed. page70.) “  That in commemoration ofthat 
“  \ ictory, the first Orange Lodge was formed in the County 
“  of Armagh, on the 21st September, 1795, tho’ the name 

of Orange Men existed some time before.”  It is curious 
to mark the progress of this veridical historian in his com­
mendation of the Orangemen. In the very next page, he 
says, the lower class of Protestants of the Established Church 
stood forward at this perilous crisis, &c. Then in paçe 7 3 . 
he thinks it right to mention, “  that the Orange association 
“  should not be confounded, as it has often invidiously been, 
“  with the mutual and disgraceful outrages, which prevailed in 
n the County of Armagh for many years, between the lowest

class
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the neighbourhood of Portadown, the animosity 
o i the opposite parties had taken so decided a 
turn, that the Defenders remained underarms for 
three days successively; challenging their oppo­

nents to fight it out fairly in the field, rather 
than harrass them with murderous nocturnal 

visits. On the y 1st September, 1795, the D efen­
ders were defeated at the V illage o f  the D ia­
mond by a less numerous, tho’ better organized 
party o f  their opponents. O n that flay the Peep  
o f  D ay Boys  dropt that appellation, and assum­

ed the denomination o f  Orange-men : and then 
was their first L odge form ed.*

A t  first, no person of consequence entered the Com- 

Society. Their original object and obligation mencemt 

were to exterminate the Catholics o f  Ireland, as o , a L  
taras in them lay. T hey affected to unite in sup- Society- 
port o f  the Constitution, as established by K in g

D  2 William

“  class of Presbyterians, under the denomination of the P e e p  

o f  B u y  B o y s , and the Roman Catholics as D e f e n d e r s ”  As 
i f  the Protestants of the Established Church, would have 
formed themselves into a Club or Society, in commemoration 
of a \ ictory, which they had not fought for !

* So powerful were the effects of these Resolutions, that not 
one individual Catholic or Protestant from Lurgan was en­
gaged in the Battle of the Diamond.

*



Spirit 
and pro 
gress of 
Orange- 
ism.

William at the Revolution o f  1688. Their great 
encrease and establishment happened in the fol­

lowing year. Detail is requisite, to prove how 
far the Orange-men have acted up to the spirit 
o f  their first Institution, and to shew when, how, 
and w hy they changed their original oath of ex­
termination, as will be seen hereafter, into that 
of supporting conditionally the King, as long as 
the K in g  should support the Protestant ascend­
ancy. T h e  utility of history is the disclosure of 
facts, which m ay tend to prevent the miseries, 
and promote the welfare of the existing and fu­

ture generations.

Elated with their success at the Diamond, 
the Orangemen advanced boldly in their work 
of extermination. T h e y  confided in the pro­

tection, and boasted of the support of the M a ­
gistrates, before several of whom that battle was 
fought. N ot only the profession of the Catholic 
religion, but connexion with a Catholic by mar­
riage, or dependence upon a Catholic b y  ser­
vitude exposed the individual to the biutal fe­
rocity of these exterminators. Some Magistrates 
directly promoted, others countenanced and en­
couraged, and most of them allowed their out­
rages to be committed with impunity. A t that 
time commenced that dreadful system, which

“  Mr.

2 0
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M r. Grattan described, as * “  a persecution 
“  conceived in the bitterness of bigotry, carried 
“  on with the most ferocious barbarity b y  a ban- 
“  ditti, who, being o f  the religion ot the State,
“  had committed, with the greater audacity 
“  and confidence, the most horrid murders,
“  and had proceeded from robbery and mas- 
“  sacre to extermination.”  “  Those insurgents, 
said he, “  call themselves Orangem en, or Pro- 
» testant B o y s ;  that is, a banditti of murderers,

“  committing massacre in the name ot G od,
“  and exercising despotic power in the name

“  of L ib erty .”

In  tracing important events to their source, Mr. Git- 

it is often necessary to attend to circumstances [ard the 

in themselves trivial or contemptible. A n  apo- 0f the 
thecary, named Giffard, notorious in the annals 
of Orangism, had quitted the medical for the 
military profession, and was then captain in th&
C ity  of Dublin militia, and quartered at Port- 
adown. H e  was prominently forward in en­
couraging the Peep of D ay Boys against the 
Defenders ; and his zealous exertions were not 
left unrewarded b y  the renovators oi that Cru- 
zade. T o  him are attributed the adoption of the 
title of Orangemen, their original oath and obli­

gation,

# Parliamentary Debates for 179(3.



gation, and the first regulations, by which they 

were organized into a Society., A s  this gentle­
man was travelling in a public carriage from 
N ew ry to Dublin, to take his trial for a breach 

of the peace, he found himself in com pany with 
M r. Bernard Coile, who has been already men­
tioned : till then, they had been strangers to 
each other. In the course of conversation, M r. 
to i le  observed, that Robespierre was a second 
Cromwell. M r. Giffard in part assented; but 
i emarked, that he would forgive Cromwell every 
thing, but one th ing; M r. Coile asked what that 
one thing was. M r. Giffard sharply replied ; his 
not having exterminated the Catholics from Ire­
land; and concluded with the most solemn 
avowal of his own efficient and most ardent 
wishes to effectuate that object. M r. Coile pro­
fessing himself to be a Catholic, insisted upon 
turning M r. Giffard out of the carriage. The 
quarrel was patched up by their fellow travellers,* 
but the injury was not forgiven. A  system of 
secrecy and seclusion can only be developed by 
the overt acts of its principal directors. A n  at­
tentive and impartial view of the sequel will be
an unerring guide to the denouement of the 
piece.

Flushed

* These were the late Mr. Page, of Dundalk, and his son, 
who is still living ; Mr. Mac Lelland, the father of the pre­
sent Baron Mac Lelland; and a Lady. The conversation 
took place between Dundalk and Drogheda.

c

2 9
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Flushed with victory, animated with their 

new appellation, countenanced and protected, mèn r̂mv 
as they openly boasted, b y  the M agistrates and more 

men high in power, the O rangem en harassed and are 
and oppressed their Catholic countrym en with 

uncontrolled ferocity. M r. G rattan, on a m e­
morable occasion in the H ouse o f Com m ons, 
when the A ttorney General brought forward four 
resolutions for checking the progress o f insur­
gen cy and outrage throughout the country, thus 
described the horrible practices o f the O range-

* “  "I liese insurgents have organized 
their rebellion, and formed themselves into a 
Committee, who sit and try  the C atholic 
weavers and inhabitants, when aprehended 
falsely and illegally, as deserters. Tha,t re­

bellious Comm ittee they call the Com m ittee 
o f Elders, who, when the unfortunate C a- 

“  tholic is torn from his fam ily and his loom,V *
and brought before them in judgm ent, i f  he 

give them liquor or m oney, th ey sometimes 
discharge him, otherwise they send him to a 
recruiting officer as a deserter. T h e y  g e­
nerally give the Catholics notice to quit their 
iarms and dwellings, which notice they plaister 
on the house conceived in these short, but 
plain words, Go to hell, Connaught won't re­

ceive

* Viz. on the 20th Feb. 1790. 10 Pari. Debates, 102.<*



Cí ccitc you. F ire and Faggot, Win. Thresham> 
“  and John Thrustout.* T h e y  followed these 
“  notices with faithful and punctual execution 
“  of the horrid threat. In many instances they 
“  threw "down the houses of the tenantry, or 
“  what they called racked the house, so that the 
“  family jnust fly or be buried in the grave of 
“  their own cabin. T h e  extent of the murders, 
“  that had been committed by that atrocious 
“  and rebellious banditti he had heard, but not 
“  so ascertained, as to state them to the House : 
“  but fiom all the inquiries he could make, he 
,c collected, that the Catholic inhabitants ot Ar- 
“  magh were actually put out o f the protection 
a  of the law ; that the Magistrates had been su- 

pine and partial, and that the horrid banditti 
“  had met with complete success, and from the 
“  Magistracy with veiy  little discouragement.’ ’ 
General inculpation seldom produces the effect 
of specific proof.

> r f  ., Three

* T h ese  exterm inating notices varied in form, though they 

gen erally  concurred in substance, and were equ ally  acted 

upon. Some were conceived in the laconic words, H ell or 

Connaught. A n  eye-witness to m any o f  these horrible scenes 

has furnished us with another reading o f  this terrific text. 

“  T o  Hell or Connaught immediately, or w e. Captain R ack- 

all and Captain Firebrand will come and destroy you, 

li and send your souls to hell and damnation.



Three of the Magistrates of Lurgan, Mess. Lurgan 
Ford , Bi'ownlow, and Greer, were, next to M r. Ma8ls-

’  . tru les  en
Verrier, the most prominently conspicuous in toura-e 
forwarding the Orange system. O n their estates 0 panS c -

o  °  s ' men.
they had mostly Catholic tenantry, from whom 
their agents readily obtained, as they did from 
others, a surrender of their arms. N o sooner 
had this surrender been made, than notice was 
given to the Orangemen b y  M r. Ford, that they 
would be perfectly safe in plundering that part 
of the country, where they resided, as the C a ­
tholics wTere there totally disarmed. A ccord in gly  
on the following Sunday, they crossed the river 
Bann in boats, and indiscriminately attacked, 
plundered and destroyed all the property they 
knew belonged to Catholics in that district.
Th at their rage was directed against Popery, 
and not Defenderism, is evident from M r. Ford’s 
conduct to two of his own most respectable te­
nants, whose webs and yarns had been destroyed 
with their houses and furniture. T h e y  had ap­
plied to him in the natural confidence o f tenants 
in their landlord, who was also a Justice ot the 
Peace * , to direct them how they should obtain

E  redress

*  He was also Collector of the Customs at Dundalk, from 
which office he was soon afterwards discharged, having been 
detected in several gross frauds upon the Revenue....W hilst 
Mr. Greer was in prison, through the interest o f Mr. Foster, 
he had an additional allowance made to him of <£100. per atm. 
from the Linen Board, with leave to take in his son as assist* 

ant inspector.
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Convic­
tion o f  
M r. Greer 
for deny­
ing jus­
tice.

redress ior their sufferings. l i e  shortly told 
them, il they would read their recantation, and 
tuin I íotestants, they should be protected. 
T h e  surrender oi M r. lo r d ’s tenants arms was 
made on the Saturday. Early on the next 
morning he set out ior Dundalk, and instantly 
after his departure, the surrendered arms were 
put by his servant into the hands of Orangemen, 
to be employed in exterminating the disarmed 
owners. T he example of Air. Ford was fol­
lowed J>y several other Magistrates.

A  principal part oi Air. Coile’s property, then 
in the hands of weavers in the district of Lur- 
gan, was destroyed by the rioters cutting the 
webs in the looms, and the yarn on the beams. 

M r. Coile applied to M r. Greer for redress, and 
he i efused to take examinations, or errant war-9 o
rants against any of the persons concerned in 
these outrages, who, notwithstanding, had been 
sworn against b y  four persons besides the pro­
secutor. M r. Greer was prosecuted at the A r ­
magh assizes by M r. Coile, and found guilty 
upon four counts, and sentenced to six months 
imprisonment, and to pay a fine o f ^£200. H e 
was oi course strucken out oi the Commission 
of the Peace, and committed to Newgate. But 
M r. Greer was a staunch supporter of the Pro- 
testant Hscendanaj. His fine was reduced to

sixpence.
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sixpence. Lord Clare restored him to the C om ­
mission of the Peace ; and he was not dispossessed 
of the office of Inspector General of Ulster, 
under the Linen Board.

r
M r. Coile, whose sufferings for his religion, Conspi- 

and his persecuted countrymen were u n p a ra -rac '̂
i ii i e* against
lei led, waspre vented from bringing several other Mr.Coile. 

of the corrupt Magistrates of A rm agh  to justice 
b y  a conspiracy against his life, upon a false 
charge of high treason. l i e  was warned b y  his 
friends so secure safety b y  flight, for that enough 
had been sworn against him to take aw ay the 
lives of an hundred men. Conscious innocence 
scorned to shun trial, and he instantly applied 

to M r. Brownlow, a neighbouring Magistrate, 
to summon the parties before him, in order to 
confront them, and prevent the wicked attempt.
M r. Brownlow, with difficulty, granted the 
warrant for a distant d a y ;  and, in the inter­
mediate time, took the information of some per­
jured miscreants, who had conspired against the 
life of M r. Coile, and, in conjunction with M r.
Obins, committed him to the county gaol, upon 
the following extravagantly false charge, o f - 
being a reputed Papist, distributing a large quan­
tity of ball cartridges amongst a number of 
Papists, for the purpose of destroying the Pro­
testants, and also at the same time swearing a

E  2 person
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person to be one of his soldiers, to assist in over­
throwing the King, Government, and all M a ­
gistrates.

C onspira- T h e Rev. M r. Mansell, the evanffèlizer of
tors re- -p.
tract, and 1 ortadown, before whom the examinations of 
own their the conspirators were sworn, induced such of
c n m e - i  ’• i  i  '  a i  ■

them as were or had been Catholics, to read 
their recantation before they were examined.* 
M r. Coile was confined above eight months in 
prison, vainly entreating and urging to be put 
upon his trial. Four of the conspirators against 
his life, touched with remorse, deposed, in the 
mean time, before different magistrates, that 
they had been suborned to swear falsely against
him. Some of them added, that thev had been* «/
compelled b y  twelve men, whom they named in 
their affidavits, to swear false oaths against him,
and others, that they had been rewarded for
having done so with clothes and money.

How Mr. ]\jr Coile was enlarged without trial, after an 
Coile was . . & .
prevented imprisonment or eight months. Wishing to pro-
irom pro-secute the rest of the conspirators, he was pre-
secutmg
o t h e r  m a - vented from doing it by the judge, because his
gistrates, o w n
and what
justice *  T h e  following is a copy o f  a certificate given to one

done to j ames M u rray  on this occasion : “  James M u rray  of D ery-

deUn^ 6 “  hesna came before me this d ay , and renounced the errors 
nuents. “  o f  the Church o f  Rome, and embraced the Protestant faith 

« as b y  !aw established.”  G e o r g e  M a n s i l l .  Drum, Jan. 
; 13, 1796.”

2 8
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own trial was still hanging over him, whenever 
it might be expedient for the Crown to bring it 
forward. This management of justice bespeaks 
the spirit of those, b y  whom it was administered. 
A t  the spring assizes, in 1796, more than 100 
of these exterminating Orangemen were commit- 
ed for trial : and although by; the ju d ges ’ order 
the prosecutors and witnesses were escorted, for 

security, on the high roads b y  patroles of dra­
goons, m any of them were waylaid, maimed 
and murdered. Others were intimidated from 
attending to give evidence, as the juries were 
from convicting. Notwithstanding these ob­
structions to justice, eleven of the banditti were 
found guilty, of whom one only was executed. 
H e was a Protestant dissenter. It was the ordi­
nary and open conversation of these convicts, 
who were remanded to prison, that if they con­
sidered their lives in danger, they would discover 
the names o f their employers in the nefarious 
business. A t  the solicitation of the magistrates 
they were respited from time to time, and at last 
pardoned, and let loose upon the public to re­
commence their work o f extermination. M r. Coile, 
from having prosecuted M r. Greer to conviction, 
became a marked victim to the resentment of the 
Orangemen. H e  wras waylaid, and narrowly 
escaped with his life. Persecution followed him 
to Dublin, where his sufferings will be traced 
in the sequel, not for the sake o f the persecuted,

individual,



3 0

individual, but for the purpose o f  exhibiting

the nation the spirit and principles of the perse-
cutor*,.* ' 1

<!í'Oraii'g. . * lie extermjnating system was carried on 
i<nl ! e pt with such alacrity in Armagh, that the passive

public. 1P ° “J ec ts  ot the persecution were intimidated into 
silence. Moderate and liberal Protestants wished 
to suppress the enormities perpetrated b y  their 
brethren in faith, under pretence of supporting 
the Protestant ascendancy, and the ferocious in­
struments ot the outrage» were prevented hv 
their more bloody instigators from recording them 
l.o posterity. ! j)US) unfortunately, has the pub- 

iic been left in ignorance of the atrocities,f by

which

* Through their influence with the head of the Linen 
Board, this gentleman, who had hitherto been accommodated 
like others, in that branch of trade, with the usual advanta­
ges of the Hall, was, in an unprecedented manner, deprived 
Of room-- 111 it for tiie sale of his goods : he was obliged for 
that purpose to purchase a house in the neighbouring street 
i" which he had scarcely been settled, when forty ei-ht wo­
men and children, and four troopers were billetted upon him 
lor ten weeks and four days. The further grievances of this 
persecuted individual will be noticed, as they occur in the 
« In onological order of the ensuing sheets ; as they are all to 
be traced to the inexpiable cfKjnce of having resisted and pu-
inshed some of the most prominent zealots of the Orange 
I iiitit.nl ion.

V  Dr. Sheridan, the patriotic and enlightened author of the 
1 ‘th t̂aKd Irishman, (3d. edition by Coyne, Dublin, 1808.)

in



which the Orange spirit was brought into action, 
embrued in Irish blood, and extended through the 
C o u n try; sometimes preserved, at others fester­
ed b y  the hand of power, never put down, and 
to this hour permitted to exist in defiance of the 
laws of the land, in violation of the constitution, 
and contravention of the A c t  of Settlement. N o 
wonder, that the hands, which secretly directed 
those inhuman deeds, should be operative in 
keeping them from the eye of the public. N o  
regular history is to be found of that recent per­
secution, though so many of the persecuted and 
persecutors still live to vouch for the truth of the 
facts.

W ith

in his introduction to the third edition of his admirable review 
of Dr, Woodward’s Present State o f the Church o f Ireland, oc­
casioned by a recent renewal of that famous publication of the 
Bishop, £p. 20.) has observed, “  that the Catholics have been 
“  unpardonably deficient in the use they have made of the 
“  freedom of the press. Their shameful indifference with 
“  regard to their persecuted brethren in the County of Ar- 
“  niagh, \fill not tell in their favour with an enlightened 
“  posterity.’’ And p. 25, he remarks of Mr. Coile, that, 
“  having thus narrowly escaped w ith his life from this wicked 
if conspiracy^ and suffered a loss of his entire property, this 
4< gentleman had still spirit enough left to look for redress, 
“  and was so fortunate as to be able to expose the system ef- 
“  fectually to the nation.'”  He adds, however, this satisfac­
tory information, viz. That “  a few days since, (viz. in 180S) 
lt the unhappy magistrate deputed a respectable friend to 

w’ait on the gentleman he had persecuted, praying forgive- 
“  ness, and declaring, at the same time, that he had been set 
“  en to that bad act by men high in jjoxver.”



Alarming With such rapidity did the atrocious fehati- 
progress ' r \ r \
o f  Ó ra n g -cism or tile Orangemen spread through the
ism. County of Armagh, that in three months from

their inauguration on the 21st of September, the 
very magistrates, who had hitherto countenanced 
them;, were appalled at the consequences of their 
own concurrence and connivance. O n the 21st 
of February, 1796, M r. Grattan, in debating 
the four resolutions of the Attorney General, for 
quieting the disturbances of the country, which 
neither mentioned nor referred to the County of 
Arm agh, thus spoke.* “  This horrid persecution, 
“  this abominable barbarity, and this general ex- 
cc termination has been acknowledged b y  the 

magistrates, who found the evil had proceeded 
“  to so shameful an excess, that it had at length 
“  obliged them to cry out against it. On the 28th 
“  of December thirty of the magistrates came to 

the following resolution, which was evidence 
“  o f  the designs of the insurgents, and of their 
“ success. Resolved, that it appears to this
“  meeting, that the County o f Armagh is at 
“  this moment in the state o f uncommon disorder ,* 
<c that the Roman Catholic inhabitants are griev- 
“  ously oppressed by lazvless persons unkozvn, 
“  ivho attack and plunder their houses by night, 
“  and threaten them with instant destruction, 
fC unless they abandon immediately their lands 
“  and habitations ”

^  I That
* 16 Pari. Deb.
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That was the first of six resolutions proposed Evidence 

b y  Lord Gosford, whilst governor of the county, 
to a general meeting of magistrates, for the pur- gistrates 

pose, as the third of those resolutions expresses, ^ inst 
of stopping the progress o f  the persecution now Orange- 

carrying on by an ungovernable mob against th e mGn' 
Roman Catholic inhabitants o f  this county. T h at 

noble Lord spoke a written address to the os- 

meeting, in which he told them, that he was as ford, 

true a Protestant as any in the room, and that 
from holding the situation he did in the county, 
lie was called upon, and would declare his 
sentiments without fear and without disguise.
T h a t meeting of the whole body o f  the magis­
tracy of the County of A rm a g h  was convened 
on the 28th of Decem ber, 1795, by his Lord­
ship, for the special purpose of concerting mea­
sures the most likely to check the enormities, that 
had brought disgrace upon the County, and 
would soon reduce it to the deepest distress.
His Lordship’s words to them on that occasion, 
are the most unimpeachable evidence, that can 
be resorted to of the nature, spirit and extent oi 
Orangism at that time, which comprized only 
the first quarterly return of the success o f that 
exterminating society. “  It is,”  said his Lord­
ship, “  no secret, that a persecution, aceompa- 
“  nied with all the circumstances of ferocious 
“  cruelty, which have in all ages distinguished 
“  that calamity, is now raging in this County.

F  Neither



‘ Neither age nor sex, nor even acknowledged 
innocence, as to any guilt in the late disturb­
ances, is sufficient to excite m ercy or afford 
protection. 1 lie only crime, which the wretch­
ed objects oi this ruthless persecution are 
charged with, is a crime indeed of easy proof : 
I t  is sunplij a profession o f the Roman Catholic 

. fd iih , or an intimate connection with a person 
pioicssing that faith. A  lawless banditti have 
constituted themselves judges of th isjiew  spe­
cies of delinquency, and the sentence they 

“  have denounced is equally concise and terrible !
It. is nothing less, than a confiscation of all 

■■ property, and an immediate banishment. It 
'• would be extremely painful, and surely unneces- 
cc sary  to detail the horrors, that attend the exe­

cution ot so rude and tremendous a proscrip- 
“  tion. A  proscription, that certainly exceeds, in 
“  t-ie comparative number of those it consigns 
“  to ruin and misery, every example, that an- 

cient and modern history can supply: for
“  where have we heard, or in what story of hu- 
“  man cruelties have we read of more than half 

the inhabitants ol a populous couutrv deprived 
“  at one blow of the means, as well as o f the fruits 
“  of their industry, and driven, in the midst of 
“  an inclcinent season, lo seek a shelter for them- 
“  selves and their helpless families, where chance 
“  may guide them. This is no exaggerated pic- 
“  ture of the horrid scenes- now acting in this

i “  country.

/



“  country. Y e t  surely it is sufficient to awaken 
“  sentiments of indignation and compassion in 
“  the coldest bosoms. These horrors are now 
“  acting with impunity. T h e  spirit o f  impartial 
“ justice (without which law is nothing better 
“  than an instrument of tyranny) has for a time 
“  disappeared in the county, and the supineness 
“  of the magistracy of A rm agh  is become a 
“  common topic of conversation in every corner 
“  of the kingdom .”  H is Lordship most evi­
dently addressed the Arm agh m agistracy, under 
a conscious sense of their feelings and conduct 
being then pre-occupied b y  a power and in­
fluence différent from, and superior to his own.
W hat else* could have induced him to add,
“  conscious o f m y  sincerity in this public de- 
“  claration, which I do not m ake unadvisedly,
“  but as the result of mature deliberation, I defy 
“  the paltry insinuations, that malice or party spi- 
“  rit m ay suggest. I know m y own heart, and I 
“  should despise myself, if, under any intimida- 
“  tion, I could close m y eyes against such scenes,
“  as present themselves on every side, or m y ears 
' c against the complaints of a persecuted people.”

Such marked reprobation o f  the conduct of How Ld. 

the Orangemen from a nobleman o f the respected ^ p ^ t -  
eharacter aud peculiar situation o f the late Lord ed gover- 

Gosford, is an object of interesting observation. ^ n°gb 
In  the summer of 1791, whilst the political His up-

v  o  right spi-
* *  pewer 1



power of Ireland was left in the hands of the 
monopolizing managers of Lord Westmoreland’s 
administration, they took deep offence at the 

Earl ot Charlemont’s partiality for the Protestant 
dissenters, and in order to thwart or disgust that 
noble Earl, they appointed Lord Gosford joint 
governor with him of the County of Arm agh. 
Lord Charlemont’s ancestors had, from the reign 
ot Elizabeth, uninterruptedly enjoyed the go­
vernment of that county. Considering this joint 
appointment of a co-governor as an insult and 
an offence, his Lordship resigned. Lord Gosford 
was, ot course, considered a government man : 

but his honour and integrity were unassailable. 
His manly opposition to the wicked and danger­
ous system, which he well knew to be fostered 
by the ruling power o f  the state, gave heinous 
offence at the Castle, which several of their un­
derlings and dependants scrupled not openly to 
express. In the debate upon the Attorney G e ­
neral’s resolutions, M r. Archdall, an habitual 
supporter of government, boasted of his habits of 
intimacy with Lord Gosford, and scrupled not 
to denounce his Lordship’s address most incau­
tious, and such as on reflection he would not 
approve of.* H e recommended therefore the

conduct

* About eight years after this address had been made, the • 
author had the honor of a very long conversation upon 
the subject with the late Lord.Gosford, in which his Lordship

very
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conduct o f that nobleman, rather than his publi­
cation, as an object o f  imitation. In the course of 
the same year, as M r. Coile was urging the A t ­
torney General to redress his sufferings, he refer­
red to Lord Gosford’s address, in order to prove 
the injustice, which had prevailed in the country ; 
when he was rebuked b y  that law officer, who 
warmly panegyrized the government for their con­
duct in A rm agh , and severely censured the noble 
Viscount for having made himself much too busy,
(he was Lord Lieutenant and principal conserva­

tor o f the peace of the county.) M r. Cooke also, 
in several conferences with M r. Coile, presumed, 
in the like official tone of the Castle, to arraign 
that respected nobleman’s conduct as extra-offi­

cious and unwarrantable.

A t  that time the spirit of the government was Legisla- 
plainly read in the acts of the legislature. T h e ^ ’® acts 
historian cannot, however, safely extract from ways au- 
them evidence of the facts, upon w hich they are thentic.

rp . ground
supposed to have been engrafted.* 1 he A ttorney for histo. 
General brought forward his four resolutions, and r-v* 
the two bills founded upon them, as the mouth 
piece of the government ; and lest there should

go

explicitly confirmed all the sentiments expressed in that ad­
dress ; but added, that he probably should have done better b y  
making it much stronger ; and that Mr. Archdall was unau­
thorized to make that representation to the Commons,

* A t  Law, facts recited in an act of parliament prove them­
selves.



g  * down to posterity any authentic trace o f the 
outrages of their protected exterminators, he 
cautiously kept out of the resolutions, and out 
of the acts, the very name o f the County of 

-Uinagh, though at that time labouring under 
more turbulence and outrage, than any other part 
Ot Ireland. I hese resolutions and bills were ex- 
pressly introduced for the purpose of giving e x ­
traordinary powers to the magistrate to put down 
extiaordinary turbulency in the country; yet 

w ould it lie impossible for the future historian to 
collect from the record of those acts o f parlia­
ment, the slightest evidence of the county of 
A rm agh  having been at that time disturbed by 
an exterminating banditti, who drove the whole 
Catholic population of the county from their
homes, merely because they professed the Roman 
Catholic Religion.

ï £ . t  , T he debate . in the House of Commons upon
Pailia- the passing o f those biKs is the chief historical
ment the
only his- . Source

source of * Notwithstaruîing this studied caution to keep the name
Hilorma- Armagh, and any specific reference to those Protestant
lion. outrages out of the acts, yet it is evident, that as far as the 

indemnity of the magistrates went, the legislators had their 
eyes anxiously rivetted to the whole persecution of Armagh, 
up *o that hour. They meant not to leave the Armagh ma­
gistracy uncovered, even for a moment. The indemnity 
was made to operate inclusively from the 1st day of July, 179.5, 
*hat notorious day, on which Mr. Mansell so successfully 
opened his extraordiuary mission at Portadown.



source o f  information for the truth o f  the A r­
magh persecution. The suppression o f  the very

nature of the Orange delinquency In’ the A tto r­
ney General, spoke a language too clear to Ik? 
misunderstood by any man o f  impartiality. T h e  
protecting tenderness for this Prætorian guard 
of the Protestant ascendancy went to complete 
impunity. Mr. G eorge Ponsonby, in urging the 
amendment proposed by Mr. G iattan, said, that 
“  the enormities, which the governor o f  that 

county had declared, exceeded any, that ever 
disgraced any country, were such as the ex- 

‘ isting laws were not calculated fully to reach : 
the} were o f  that kind, that a fair and im­

partial Government should be glad to catch 
‘ at every opportunity to prevent. I f  A dm i­

nistration were sincere in wishing to protect 
the unfortunate sufferer in that county, as 
they were to punish offenders in other parts, 
they would not hesitate for one moment to 
adopt the amendment.”

That amendment was to make it obligatory (not Nature «? 
leaving it optional, as the bill did) on the county ProPost<1 
to pay tlie countryman, whether labourer or manu- ment to 

facturer, full compensation for his damages and t*ie^,tor 
losses to his person, family, or dwelling, suffered neral’s 
in consequence o f  violent mobs. M r. Grattan bi"
observed, that i f  the compensation were left op­
tional to the grand jury, nothing would be done.

That
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T h at the grand jury would readily present for 
damages suffered by magistrates or witnesses ; 
but they probably would not, in the county ot 
Arm agh particularly, give any adequate, or in­
deed any satisfaction for the losses sustained by 
the Catholic weaver or peasant; and therefore 
it was not enough, that grand juries should have 
the power ; it was indispensable to impose the 
obligation. Government trifled with the north- 
ern weaver, when it sent him for satisfaction to 
a grand jury composed o f  those very magistrates, 
whose supineness or partiality or bigotry had 
been the cause of his losses and his emigration. 
The bill, as framed, contained no remedy for 
such a case. In the different preambles the 
grievance was not set forth : in the various pro­
visions no remedy was comprehended. The bill 
proposed to give extra powers to magistrates ; 
this m ight be very effectual, as to certain parts 
o f  the country : but what was the grievance o f 
Arm agh P That the magistrates had not used 
the ordinary powers, and in some cases had 
abused those powers in such a manner, that the 
subject had not been protected, and the rioter 
had been encouraged. W ithout such an obli­
gatory clause the bill was not faithful to its own 
principle. Unless amended, it would be a bill 
o f  partial coercion and partial redress: it pu­
nished (as it stood) disturbance in one part of 
the kingdom : it compromised disturbances in

another ;
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another ; it protected the magistrates, and left 
exposed the poor o f  the North. I t  says, i f  you 
murder a Magistrate, you shall pay his represen­
tatives : but if  you drive away whole droves o f  
weavers in Armagh, you shall pay nothing, ex- 
cept those persons please, by whose fault they 
have been driven away, and scattered over the 
face o f  the earth. W ithout such amendment 
the bill would give no redress to the sufferers in 
Armagh. I t  was contended by ministers, that 
the existing law sufficed to repress the disturb­
ances in Armagh. I t  certainly did to a certain 
extent punish the offences committed there : it 
equally punished the offences committed else­
where. But it was unfounded to say, that the 
existing law punished those offences in such a 
summary manner/ as was necessary to restrain 
them in Armagh. The bill did not look at their 

case.

In debating the Insurrection Bill,* Sir Lau- Outrage- 

rence Parsons grievously lamented the discon- 
tent, which it must necessarily create in the Orange 

county o f  Armagh, by enabling the Magistrate 
to send out o f  the kingdom any man he might Armagh, 

think guilty. “  In that county it had been fre- 
“  quently proved on oath, that several Magis- 
“  trates refused to take the examinations o f  the

g “  injured

* Vid. Parliamentary Debates of these times.



“  injured Catholics. B y  some o f  those M&gis- 
“  trates, they had been most cruelly persecuted : 
“  others would hear them only out o f  the win- 
“  dow, and some actually turned them from the 
“  doors with threats. I f  such men were to be 
“  entrusted with a power o f  transporting men 

“  at pleasure, what was there to be expected, 
“  but the most gross and flagrant violation o f 
“  justice.” In the same debate, Colonel (now 
General) Craddock assured the House, that he 
had lately been sent down to that part o f  the 
country with the most decided instructions from 
Government to act with equal* justice to all 
offenders. l i e  had been assisted by General 
Nugent, and such was the nature o f  the dis­
turbance, that after repeated consideration, they 
could see no possible wav, in which the troops 
could be employed : he therefore recommended 
his recall in letters to Government, as he thought 
he could be o f  no use. He admitted, that the 
conduct o f  the Protestants, called Peep o f  Day  
Boys (then calling themselves Orangemen), in 
the county o f  Armagh, was at that time most 
atrocious, and that their barbarous practices 

must certainly be put down.
W ith I

* This marked redundancy in the orders of Government 
bespeaks doubt, consciousness, or charge that equal and im­
partial justice had not been previously administered in those 
parts. The order would otherwise have been an insult to the 

officer, who received it.

4 f
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W ith this evidence before .their eyes, the i„3Urgen- 
llouse o f  Commons passed the bills without the cy aild . 

amendment, which was proposed for the sole ty BiTls' 
purpose o f  meeting the case of the Orange in- Passed- 
surgency in Armagh ; and without any provi­
sion o f  remedy, or even reference to that evil ; 

and with discretionary powers o f  transportation 
vested in those very Magistrates, whom the g o ­
vernor of the county had charged to their faces 
with having permitted unprecedented horrors to 
be committed with impunity, and made their 
own supineness the common topic o f  conversa­
tion in every corner o f  the kingdom. Thus the 

unparalelled outrages o f  the Orangemen within 
the first three months of their institution are his­
torically verified : and the record o f  Parliament 
proves the sympathetic tenderness o f  Govern­
ment in screening them from the operation o f  
laws, which the Attorney General, on the 28th 
ot January, 1796, in his place in the Commons 
avowed, was (however reluctant to his feelings)

* a bloody penal code.

1 lie Session of that Parliament, in which the Partiali- 

hills for putting down insurgency and indemni- ^  <or 
tying the Magistrates, who had exceeded the men and 

law in their endeavours to keep the peace were îe'rt1*" 
passed, closed on the 15th o f  April, 1790', when U"llJl1’ 
his Excellency warmly commended the vigorous 
measures they had adopted for the suppression

g 2 o f



o f  insurrection and outrage, and the wise pro­
visions they had made for preventing the exten­
sion o f  similar offences. The popular feeling 
out o f  Parliament was not regulated b y  that of 
the majority within it. Amaze and indignation 
were general, that the crimes o f  the Defenders, 

then on the wane, should be visited, with that 
new and unheard o f  severity, whilst the atrocities 
o f  the Orangemen, then raging with encreas- 
ing  fury, were so tenderly protected from its 
rigor. This impression upon the public mind 
was faithfully represented by Mr. Grattan in the 
House o f  Commons, when that néw bloody code, 
as the Attorney-General called it, was debated.* 
“  I t  had been said by the mover o f  the resolu- 
“  tions, that o f  the Defenders multitudes had 
“  been hanged, multitudes had been put to 
“  death on the field, and though suppressed, 
“  they were not extinguished. But with regard 
“  to the outrages o f  the Orange Boys, he would 
“  make no such boast. On the contrary, they 
“  had met with impunity, and success and tri- 
“  urnph. They had triumphed over the law, 
“  they had triumphed over the Magistrates, and 
“  they had triumphed over the people. There 
“  persecution, rebellion, inquisition, murder, 
“  robbery, devastation and extermination had 
“  been entirely victorious.”

So

4 4

* Parliamentary Debates, «bi supra.
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So much had been said in Parliament uncon- Address
1 a.* r* of the

tradicted about the outrageous persecution ot Gt.and
Armagh, and so generally did the public believe, Jury of 
as tlie°fact was, that about 7000 Catholics had f j fmaa| u- 
been exterminated by the Orange faction, which latory. 
was certainly inm ost instances unchecked by the 
Magistrates, and claimed in all to be supported 
by Government, that their sympathizing protec­
tion found it prudent to attempt to soften the 
public indignation, and send forth some public 
document to counteract the effects o f  Lord Gos- 

ford’s address to the magistracy o f  that county.
A t  the Lent Assizes, the Sheriff, Governor, and 
Grand Jury o f  the county o f  Armagh, published 
an address to the Lord Lieutenant, and two re­
solutions o f  a peculiar nature. T h ey  thanked 
his Excellency for his readiness to afford military 
aid on occasion o f  the disturbances, that in 
some places had unfortunately prevailed. T h ey  
then regretted the late disturbances ; and as the 
Grand Ju ry  o f  the county had always discharged 
their duty ■with rigorous and impartial ju stice, 
so they would continue their exertions to punish 
offenders o f  every denomination, and would la­
ment the necessity o f  adopting the rigor o f  the 
A cts o f  the late Session o f  Parliament. Their 
first resolution was to thank the Sheriff for his 
very proper conduct : the second to thank the 
Attorney General for his very able speech : for 
tht candor and unwearied exertions, with which

he



Govern­
ment 
finds the 
Orange­
men use­
ful.

he conducted the prosecutions, and his readiness 
to communicate on every occasion with the 
grand ju ry . N o thanks were voted to the go- 
vernor, nor did the address specify or refer to any 
one of the appropriate outrages o f the County of 

A rm agh, religious dissensions, conflagrations, 
papering, racking, devastation, depopulation or 
extermination. Their assurances to his E xcel­
len cy , that they would, in future, exercise im ­
partial justice upon offenders of every denomina­
tion, was rather unseasonable, when they had 

actually then exterminated the whole Catholic 
population of the county. T h e flimsy delusion
o f this self adulatory address was seen through 
and contemned.

A  system * o f sworn secrecy and state m ystery 
is only to be developed by piecemeal, from ac­

cumulative
* The mischief of a system may be illustrated by hypo­

thesis, as strongly »  by  facts. Be it then supposed (against 
the fact) that a cabinet secret had tran-pired through cabinet 
oaths of secrecy. Credit might then be given to current re- 
ports, which now must be disbelieved, because they could not 
have been divulged, that Lord Camden had been advised in 
council to ensure the tranquillization of Ireland by one of 
three measures. 1st. By granting complete emancipation to 
the Catholics. 2dly. By re-enacting the old penal laws. 3dly. 
B y  exterminating them from the face of the country. That 
his Excellency was by his instructions compelled to reject the 
first : that he personally loathed the second : that he revolted 
at the third, as an impossibility. Not so : said the most ac­

4 6
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cumulative circumstances, that lead to a conclu­
sion o f moral certainty T h e society o f O range­

men

tive member of that cabinet. I engage to furnish 30,000 
men armed and eager to atchieve the Work. Was it for such 
a purpose that Orangemen were found so eminently useful ? 
I f  their conduct entitled them to so much merit at the end of 
the first six months, to what pretensions will not their subse­
quent merits of full fourteen years give claim ? Whoever 
looks at their conduct through all that intermediate spai:e of 
time will trace an identity of spirit and action at the open­
ing and closing of the period. Mr. Curran has appropriate­
ly said, (Speech in Hcvey v. Sin) “  When you endeavour 
44 to convey an idea of a great number of barbarians prac- 
“  tising a great variety of cruelties upon an incalculable 
“  multitude of sufferers, nothing defined or specific finds its 
*f way to the heart, nor is any sentiment excited, save that 
if of a general erratic unappropriated commiseration.”  In 
1795 there lived in the county of Armagh a Mr. James Ver- 
ner, by profession an attorney, by trade a magistrate, and 
by commission a parliament-man, nominated by Lord North­
land for the borough of Dungannon, l ie  then was, as lie 
still continues to be prominently eonspicuous for depressing 
and persecuting the Catholics. Ilis uncle, who was also an 
attorney, had by professional and other means realized a 
very considerable landed estate in those parts, which be had 
devised to a younger son of Mr. James Verner, then an in ­
fant. Amongst other exploits of this purple Orangeman, he 
eviscerated the estate of his own son, by ruining and exter­
minating ninety six Catholic families, who were tenants upon 
it. Mr. James Verner's corps of yeomanry displayed their 
zeal and prowess on their way to church on a Sunday, by fir­
ing amongst a congregation of Catholics, whilst attending the 
rites of their own religion, wounding several, and some mor-

* . Ul,|y>
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men had not subsisted six full months, when the 
Attorney General’s bloody penal code was under 
discussion. T h e y  were then unknown out of 
A rm agh, and were known in it only b y  their 
deeds of blood, waste and extermination. There, 
however, a leading magistrate of that county, 
from the ministerial side of the house, roundly 
affirmed, that the conduct of the Orangemen 
had been eminently useful. T h e  assertion was 
neither contradicted nor qualified from the trea­
sury bench. T h e y  were thenceforth taken into

the

tally, and on their return from church on the same day, raz­
ing to the ground the Catholic chapel, which had been only 
four years erected within a quarter of a mile of the parish 
church of Tartarahan. The demolition was performed in 
the presence of Mr. Obery the magistrate, whose two sons 
were actively employed in it, and converted the principal 
timber into looms for their own use. These two young 
Messrs. Obery were in the habits of selling written protec­
tions to such Catholics, as could pay weekly prices for them ; 
and after their cash was exhausted, they took the price of 
their protections in yarn. Upon the failure of that, they 
withheld them, and left the impoverished weavers to the ge­
neral fate of their exterminated brethren. In 1SOO, Con­
stantine O’Neil, a Catholic hatter, was burnt out of his house 
and shot at by a set of Orangemen, headed, as he charged, 
by two of the young Messrs. Verner, and under the protec­
tion of Mr. James Verner. The clerk of the assistant bar­
rister, before whom O'Neil had been advised by a magistrate 
of a neighbouring county to lay his depositions, turned him 
out of doors with threats, for applying to him to take exami­
nations against his particular friends Messrs. Verner. (See 
Wilson’s Correspondence, 5th Edit p. 14, and throughout.)

9



the pupillary embraces of Government, and ac­
quired influence, strength and permanency.
Could a more dangerous engine fall into the 
hands of bad ministers ?

T h e  grand policy of government was then, as Badef-
it still is, to resist the Catholic claims, and de-
press the friends of parliamentary reform. It was mem's 

„ ,, , . • • r . . .  /.encourae;-
fearfully alarmed at the extension of a spirit of ing the~ 
liberality and union amongst Irishmen of different Orajige- 
religious persuasions. W ith  a view to counter­
act the effects o f such Union, recourse was 
had to the old and fatal principle of division, 
for which no fitter instruments could be found, 
than a society of merciless fanatics excluding the 
bulk of the population of their country as ene­
mies, thirsting for their blood, and sworn to e x ­
terminate them, as far as in them lay. W ould 
it be a rash, though harsh conclusion, that from 
com placency in the outrages o f  the A rm agh 
persecution, government took to their embraces 
the associated perpetrators of its horrors ? C er­
tainly, upon the actual exermination of the C a ­
tholic population from part of that coun ty,*  go-

H vern m ew t

* Where falsehood and misrepresentation are resorted to 
by government, the practice cannot be too broadly exposed.
Wise policy never leans on untruth. It has been the 
art of those, who stimulated and fostered the Armagh perse­

cution
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'•eminent anxiously propagated them throughout 
the realm, and promoted the formation of new 
lodges with its power and influence. Is it in 
nature, to lay this eager adoption of the Orange­
men to any other views, than those of enlarging 
the field ot action for keeping up division in the 
people, inflaming religious discord, and turning 

the public mind from the pursuit of constitution­
al objects? H ad not this been the result of their 
conduct in Arm agh r 1 hese wicked projects in 
great pait defeated their own ends, by encourag­
ing and extending the cause oi internal Union. 
It was avowed b y  the three chiefs * of the 
United Irishmen, at a time and under circum­
stances, which precluded the temptation to de­
ceive, that, “  to the Armagh persecution was 

the union oi Irishmen most exceedingly in­
debted.”  They give the reason in detail, and

then

e ntions, to reduce the numbers of the victims far below the 
reality. A  list oi them was made out b y  the late Mr. Stuart 
ot Acton, and the R e v .  Mr. Stuart of Armagh. T h e  total 
ot the exterminated individuals exceeded 7000. That black 
monument oi' Orange atrocity ought to be found in the Castle 
of Dublin. T h e  person, w h o  delivered it to Mr. Cooke, to 

be deposited there, assured the author, that he well knew 
the country so depopulated, which covered an extent of 
thirteen miles by eleven, had examined the list, and had 
every reason to give full credit to its accuracy.

Messrs. O'Connor, Emmett, and M ’Nevin— their me­
moir.



then add: “  W e solemnly aver, that whenever 
“  the Orange system was introduced, particular- 
“  ly  in Catholic counties, it was uniformly ob- 
“  served, that the numbers o f United Irishmen 
“  increased most astonishingly. T h e  alarm,
“  which an Orange lodge excited amongst the 

“  Catholics, made them look for refuge, by 
“  joining together in the United system : and as 
“  their number was always greater, than that of 
“  bir;otted Protestants, our harvest was tenfold.
“  At the same time that we mention this circum- 
“  stance, we must confess, and most deeply re- 
“  gret, that it excited a mutual acrimony, and 
“  vindictive spirit, which was peculiarly oppo- 
«  sité to the interest, and abhorrent to the feel- 

“  ings of the United Irishmen.”

T h e  great encrease of the O range Institution O r i g i n a l  

took place in the year 1796. Since that time 
it has been invariably countenanced b y  govern- O r a n g e  - 

ment. Fitting then it is, that the Orangemen nien' 
should be made known b y  their fruits.* Secrecy

H 2 has

* It may not be here improper to notice, that this intro­
ductory disquisition is not intended to be a regular history of 
the Orange societies, since their insfctution up to the present 
hour: but its object is to prove, that these unconstitutional, 
and most dangerous societies have, from their cradle, been 
used as the mischievous engines for'thwarting the wishes, and 
counteracting the peace and prosperity of Ireland : and con­
sequently, that their existence is incompatible with the se­

curity



has ever been the soul of Orangism. A n d  con­
sidering the nature of the obligation, which it 

appears

curity a^d integrity of the British empire. It would be irre­
gular in this introduction to anticipate the detail of what will 
form a part oi the history wc have in hand. In order, how­
ever, to keep the reader’s mind alive and attentive to the si' 
milarity, or rather identity ot the latter and first fruits of 
Orangism, we generally refer to, without detailing the extra­
ordinary tacts contained in Mr. W 1 Ison’s Correspondence and 
Narrative, published in 1806 and 1808, by Mr. King, of 
Westmoreland street, Dublin, the former of which has gone 
through five editions, and the latter two. Be it not forgotten, 
that this gentleman is a Protestant, that he has been a mem­
ber ot the British Parliament, was an intimate friend of Lord 
Eldon, has lamily connections with the Duke of Richmond, 
and was a magistrate lor the county of Tyrone. They terri­
bly verify all, and more than was said by Lord Gosford, Mr. 
Grattan, Mr. Curran, and other patriotic witnesses to truth 
in their country’s cause. it it impossible to read them 
without a bleeding heart for the personal sufferings of the 
writer, without sympathy lor the poor outlawed and peise- 

cuted Catholics, without indignation at the tyrannical usurp­
ation oi the Orangemen, and without disdainful horror of 
their abettors. They demonstrate the fostering sympathies of 
government with the Orangemen, and the most abandoned 
co-opeiation oi the arm ot power in teats oi outrage. Mr. 
Wilson has been immolated for restating Orange barbarity : 
but the suckling would see, that he has spoken nothing but 
the truth. Had he slipt into the shallowest rut of falsity, 
the arm of legal rigour would long since have reached the 
man, who had publicly dared to charge government with 
oppression, three chancellors with dissimulation and in­
justice, a peer with falsehood, nine out of ten brother ma­
gistrates with corruption and tyranny, and Orange juries and 
witnesses with malicious and habitual perjury. Magna e s t  veri­
tas tf prœialebit.
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appears from strong evidence, the original 
Orangemen first entered into, no wonder tlicy 
enveloped their mysteries in darkness, and oiten 
prevented disclosure b y  blood. I he !rcdpu ne\ 
and combination ol systematic circumstances at 

distant times and places, give strength to conjec­
ture and report. T his species of circumstantial 
and combined evidence is however offered only 
as auxiliary to that, which it is the duty o f 
the historian to submit, and leave to the ju d g ­
ment o f his reader.* It  has been asserted b y

well

* In matters acrimoniously contested b y adverse parties, 
the bare assertion of either party will not settle the point at is­

sue. But there are circumstances, under which the conces 
sions of one party, rather bearing against than in favour oi 
the conceding party, approach nearly to conclusion. Messrs. 
O’Connor, Emmet and M ’Nevin declare in their memoir, in 
disclosing the purport of the most important meeting oi 
the Irish union, at the middle of the year 1796, that 
<f they considered themselves bound to give an account 
“  of it with the utmost frankness, and more than ordinary 
“  precision.”  The following part o f their report is too inte­
resting to be suppressed. “  Th e provocation ol the yeai 
“  1794, the recall o f Lord Fitzwilliam, and the reassump- 
“  tion of coercive measures that followed it, were strongly 
“  dwelled on. The county of Armagh had been long deso- 
"  lated b y  contending factions, agreeing only in one thing: 
"  an opinion, that most of the active magistrates in that 
“  country treated one party with the most fostering kindness, 
t‘  and the other with the most rigorous persecution. It was 
"  stated, that so marked a partiality exasperated the suffer- 
“  ers and those, who sympathized in their misfortunes. It

was

\



well informed (though anonymous) authors, that 
the original obligation, or oath of Orangemen 
was to the following effect : I ,  A . B. do szvcar, 
that I  to ill be true to king and government ; and. 
that I  will exterminate the Catholics o f  Ireland, 
as fa r  as m vuj power lies. T h e  frequency and 
earnestness, with which the latter part of the oath 
has been acted upon b y  Orangemen, has render­
ed the charge of taking it too credible. It has, 
however, been denied and disclaimed b y  several 
individuals o f the Orange party. Unless Lord 
Clare and the Secret Committee, which acted 
under his direction had either distinctly known, 
or had good grounds for believing, that the oath 

of extermination had been usually taken b y  the 
Orangemen, they would have hardly questioned 
M r. O ’Connor in 1798, whether government had 
an yth in g  to do with their oath of extermination ?

Ilad

“  was urged with indignation, that notwithstanding the 
“  greatness of the military establishment in Ireland, andC» J *
"  its h a v i n g  been able to suppress the Defenders in various 

counties, it was not able, or was not employed to suppress 
~ thosç outrages in that county, w hich drove 7000 persons 
“  from their native dwellings. The magistrates, who took
* no steps against the Orangemen, were said to have over- 

leaped the boundaries of the law to pursue and punish the 
“  Defenders. The Government seemed to take upon them- 
“  selves these injuries by the indemnity act, and even ho- 
'• non red the violator : and by the insurrection act, which 
“  e n a b le d  the same magistrates if they chose, under colour 

of law', to act anew the same abominations.”



H ad that Committee doubted oi the fact, they 
would have asked M r. O ’Connor, whether the 
Orangemen had ever administered such an oath ;
T h e  more so, as it could not have been unknown 
to the Committee, that M r. O 'C on nor had in 
the preceding year either written, or received the 
credit of writing a pamphlet entitled The present, 
state o f Ireland , in which that form of the Orange 
oath o f  extermination was given as authentic.

T h e  Orangemen had done their work in Ar- Ineflki- 
magh too much to the satisfaction o f  their nilérs *lll.lc,"rt"

-(IV  HI a l >

to be disbanded, reduced, or put upon half-pay. magh. 
Some sort o f  varnish was to be laid over the 
atrocity o f  their deeds, ami an A c t  o f  Parlia­
ment was passed for the relief o f  the injured 
Catholics o f  Armagh. As it left the redress to 
the discretion of the Grand Jury, composed 
chiefly o f  the very magistrates* who had in­
jured them, it gave, as was to be expected, but 

little satisfaction to the country. Division and

exter-

* Some time after  this period M r .  G r e e r ,  w h o  had been 
convicted, and suffered six  m onth s  im p r iso n m e n t  for corrup­
tion and p e r j u r y  in his off ice as J ust ice  o f  the Peace in f a v o u r ­

ing the O r a n g e m e n  against  the  Catholics, w a s  the acting Se 
cretarv ot the G r a n d  J u r y  at  the  A r m a g h  assizes. On 
occasion he told one  B l a c k e r  a pr inc ip al  sufferer, w h o  applied 
to him to have his pe ti t ion sent up,  that  lie was too much con­
nected w ith  Belfast to have a n y  th i n g  done for him. Blacker 
obtained no redress.



extermination were objects too near the hearts 
o f  the protecting friends o f  the Ovangefnen, not 
to retain them in their service, as long as they 
kept those objects in view. As the Orangemen 
moved out o f  Armagh, they not only carried 
with them their native spirit, which had been so 
powerfully destructive in the county, that gave 
it birth, but they were every where preceded by 
a glow ing pillar o f  encouragement and remune­
ration. Objects o f  their persecution encreased, 
as they extended their progress : and the chief 
difficulty o f  their task-masters has ever since •/
been, to check their lust for outrage, lest it 
m ight force into action the physical power o f  
their enemies, and invert the system o f  exter­
mination.

Firmness Air. Coile has been already spoken of, as the
only Catholic o f  Arm agh, who had the firmness

Code in J . 1 i i i
demand- to resist and make a stand at law against thedes-
inS.re_ perate depredations o f  the banditti. He did it
dress, and 1 . . . .
bringing with intrepidity and perseverance, in defiance of

the fo r m  c o n s P^r a c *e s > Perj ury> an(* ^ ie dagger o f  the as-
o f  the sassin. T o  him is it owing, that the secret
??tl} oath or obligation o f  the Orangemen came to
Orange- & &
men.  light. When he had providentially escaped se­

veral attempts upon his life in Armagh, he set­
tled himself in Dublin, where he presented a pe­
tition, setting forth all his sufferings to the Lord 
Lieutenant. His Excellency referred it to Mr.

Pelham
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Pelham (now Earl o f  Chichester), his Secretary : 

and he referred it to Mr. Cooke, an U nder-Se­
cretary, who was generally the ostensible organ 
o f  the ruling men in power, through which the 
operations o f  the Orangemen were generally d irect- 
ed and managed. He was, in the current phrase,

a faithful servant o f  the C a stle f. M r. Coile was
i  admitted

f  This Mr. Cooke is no Irishman, though much confided 
In at that time by Mr. lïeresford and Mr. Foster, and used b y 
Lord Clare as a serviceable tool fur all his projects. l ie  Was 

the writer or procurer of many anonymous pamphlets, which 
it was the policy of the party to publish?from time to time, to 
promote either internal division or external union.- Th e con­
fidence, lucrative situations, and active employment o f  this 
gentleman, under the abettors of that party up to the present 
hour, are the historical proofs of their sense of his utility and 
merit. The sense, which other persons of high respectability 
entertained of them was rather different, W hen Lord Fitz- 
william commenced his short administration in Ireland, he w as 
about to remove Mr. Beresford from office; of which measure, 
so fatal to the triumvirate, he gives the following account in his 
letter to Lord Carlisle. ** On my arrival here, 1 found all 
“  those apprehensions of his dangerous power, w h ic h  Mr. 
t f Pitt admits I had often represented to him, were fully justi- 
u  -fied ; when he was filling a situation greater, than that of 
t l the Lord Lieutenant ; and when I clearly saw, that if  I had 
“  connected myself with him, it would have been connecting 
“  myself with a person under universal h e a v y  suspicions, and 
“  subjecting my government to all the opprobrium and un- 
*9 popularity attendant upon his maladministration. W hat 
“  was then to be m y choice ; what the decision I had to 
*f form? I could not hesitate a moment. I ’decided at onçe 

<# not to cloud the dawn of my administration, b y  le a v in g  in

such
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admitted to several interviews w ith  Mr. Cooke*, 

at some o f  which the A ttorney General assisted. 
M r. C ooke affected to express astonishment and 

indignation at the information he then received 
o f  the Orangemen’s oath o f  extermination. He 
was assuicd, that he had it in his power to as- 
ceitain the fact, by exam ining on oath one Ber­
nai d Cush, o f  the 5 th Dragoons, then quartered 
at Carlow, who had been induced, with others, 
to conspire against Mr. Coile’s life: but who, 

touched with remorse, had disclosed the whole 
matter to a magistrate. He was sent for by G o ­

vernment, and in the presence o f  Mr. Cooke, 
deposed upon oath, as he had before the country 
magistrate, not only, that such was the form o f  
the Oi ange man’s oath, which was tendered to 
him, and w hich he refused to swear, but which 
five others concerned in the conspiracy had actu­
ally subscribed to in his presence. M r. Cooke,

after

s uc h  p o w e r  and a u t h o r i t y  so m u c h  im pute d  m a lve rs at io n .^  

L o rd  I i t z w i l l i a m  b e g a n  his g o v e r n m e n t  b y  r e m o v i n g  Cwo 

c ie rk s f i o m  office,  p la ced  in a  situation o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  but  

p e r f e c t l y  subordinate-, and o f  no o s t e n s i b l y .  N e i t h e r  his 

nor his c h i e f  S e c r e t a r y ,  w i t h  w h o m  t h e y  w ere  

in h o u r l y  intercourse,  felt  inc l ined  to repose co nfidence  in 

th e m .  O n e  ot these w a s  M r .  C o o k e ,  ot w h o m  his Lordship  

thus wri te s  to L ord  Carl i sle.  f i  i\Ir. C o o k e  indeed, w h o ss  

tone  and s ty le  rendered his a p p ro a c h  to a super ior  not  t o  be 

sup ported,  rejects  m y  proposals in his favor,  and thinks a  

' *  re treat  up o n  12001. a  y e a r  an inadequate  re c o m  p e n c e  f d v  

fr the m a g n itu d e  and im po rta nce  o f  liis s e rv ic e s . 9i
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after having' taken the depositions o f  Cush, 
pledged himself to M r. Coile, that G overnm ent 
would immediately have the conspirators appre­
hended and prosecuted, indemnify him for all 
his losses, and reward him moreover for his very 
proper conduct in the whole o f  the affair. T h e  
conspirators were not apprehended : M r. C oile ’s 
losses were not made good to him ; he was not 
rewarded ; but continued to be an object o f  per­
secution as much at Dublin, as he had been in 
Arm agh. W hen at another time he remonstra­
ted with M r. C ooke upon the impropriety o f  

G overnm ent having discharged Trim ble, the 
notorious murderer o f  several Catholics in A r ­
magh, Mr. C ooke declared, that G overnm ent 
had been greatly imposed upon b y  the m agis­
trates o f  A rm agh  ; that Trim ble was then on 
board a transport o ff  C ork, and M r. U n d er­
secretary pledged his honor, that he should be 
b rou gh t on shore and punished. I t  ended in 
promise.

I t  is incumbent upon us to throw all the day- Further 
light we can collect upon the mysterious secrecy proofs of 

o f  Orangism. W e rarely conceal what we blush of'ex’S -  
not to reveal. It  will rest in the breast o f  the >»>nation. 
impartial reader what w eigh t he gives to Mr. 
O ’ Connor’s answer to the Secret Com m ittee o f  
the Commons, on the 16th o f  A ugust, i f g s ,  
when the follow ing presumptive interrogatory

1 2 put

5 9



». *

was put to him : as it is reported in Mr. O 'C o n ­
nor’s and his associates M em oir.*

“  Committee. Governm ent had nothing to 
“  do with the Orange system, nor their exter- 

“  m in ation î”

Testimo- “  O'Connor. Y ou , my Lord Castlereagh,
“  From the station you fill, must be sensible, 

o  Con- . „  .
nor. “  that the E xecutive or any country has it in » 

“  its power to collect a vast mass o f  informa- 
“  tion ; and you must know from the secret na- 

ture and the zeal o f  the Union, that its Exe- 
“  cutive must have the most minute information 
*■ o f  every A c t  o f  the Irish Government. A s  
“  one o f  the Executive, it came to my knowr 
“  ledge, that considerable sums o f  money were 
“  expended throughout the nation, in endea- 

“  vourinsc to extend the Orange system, andO r  O  ú  ’

“  that the oath o f  extermination was admin is- 
“  tcred. 'When these facts are coupled, not 
“  only with general impunity, which has been 
“  uniformly extended towards the acts o f  this 
“  infernal association, but the marked encou- 
“  rarement its members have received fromo  t
“  Government, I find it impossible to exculpate 
“  the Government from being the parent and
• ‘ protector o f  these sworn extirpators.”

Further Were the object o f  our present research, to 
evidence. asccl tain the rise, progress, and feats o f  a fac­

tion
* Mem. jb . published by P. Robinson, London, 1802.
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tion or society, (however useful or mischievous 

to the country) that existed no more, m uch de- 
tail o f  evidence m ight be spared : much obser­
vation a v o i d e d ;  many inferences suppressed. 
B u t  the Society o f  Orangem en still subsists in 

the lustful enjoyment o f  its primeval spirit : 1 
is rendered less objectionable by more plausible 
and ambiguous tests, and is strengthened by 
new rules and regulations artfully adapted 10 
fascinate the vulgar into a blind obedience to the 
most sanguinary commands. Fas est ab hoste 
doceri.— W hen M r. O 'Connor was examined by 
the Secret Committee, he declared, that the 
Union saw with sorrow, that the cruelties practis­
ed by the I r i s h  G overnm ent had raised a dreaotul 

spirit of revenge in the hearts o f  the people : and 
that they saw with horror, that to answer then 
immediate views, the Irish G overnm ent had re­

newed their old religious feuds. “  B ut,” said 
he, “  those, who had monopolized the whole 

political power oi the Constitution, finding, 

“  that they stood in need ot some o f  the popu- 
“  lation, and from their monopoly, so directly 
“  opposite to the interest o f  all classes o f  the 

Irish nation, they could not hope for the sup- 
“  port o f  any (be their religion what it m ight) 
“  011 the score o f  politics, except those in the 
“  pay o f  Government. Finding how necessary 
“  it was to have some part o f  the population ou
‘ ‘ their side, they had recourse to the old religi-

“  ons



ous îeuds, and set an organization o f  Protes­
tants, whose fanaticism would not permit 
them to see they were enlisted under the ban­
ners o f  religion, to fight for political usurpa­
tion, which they abhorred.”

I m p u n it y  W hatever may be asserted by the Orangemen

tection o f 311(1 ^le*r abettors, o f  their own impartiality, 
Orange- and of that o f  Government, certain it is, that 

notwithstanding the duration and extent o f  the 
outrages committed during the preceding la  
months by the Orangemen in Armagh, and the 
adjoining counties, no statute proclamation or 
resolution of a public body either specified or 
punished their offences : no perpetrator o f  the 
peculiar crimes o f  papering, racking and exter­

minating had been punished : not a single M a ­
ps gistrate had been stricken out o f  the commission, 

(except M r. Greer, who was restored to it) al­

though numbers o f  them were* known to have

connived

* In debating upon the Liberty of the Press in the House 
of Commons, in 1798, Mr. Vandeleur spoke of the Orange­
men of Armagh in this extraordinary manner :— “  He was 
«  astonished, they should be still countenanced and supported 
‘ ‘ by Ministers, though the first Law Officer of the Crown 
"  held their excesses, and the conduct of those Magistrates,
“  who countenanced them so much in hatred, that he de- 
*' clared, eould he have found other men of sufficient loy- 
"  a!;y in the county to fill their places, he would have re- 
“  moved every one of them from the Magistracy.’'  Will

posterity
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connived at and encouraged those outrages : and 
several o f  them were rewarded w ith  coiniiKuuls 
in the Yeom anry Corps, and otherwise iavouied 

by Governm ent.

I t  is not to be imagined, that the atrocious 

spirit o f  Orangism confined itself merely to the Spreads to 

county o f  A rm agh. I t  m et with too m uch en- 
couragèment elsewhere from persons, whose m- counties 

fluence might, as it ought, to have repressed its 
progress. In the adjoining counties o f  T yrone,
Antrim , and D o w n  the Catholics were hunted 
from their dwellings, their chapels razed or 

burnt, and their property was plundered or de­
stroyed with impunity. T w o  brothers, indus­
trious tenants o f  Lord Hertford, Catholics, 
by name Brangan, were burnt with their whole 
family, consisting o f  eight persons, and the 

house and furniture, whilst the savage O ran ge­
men encircled the flames to prevent escape.
Lord Hertford was then in Lisburne. Instant 
investigation and exemplary rigor were threat­
ened. N o  punishment ensued. I t  is to be la­

mented, that the Orange system was so zea­
lously encouraged from the pulpit. I he Rev.

S. Cupples,

posterity credit, that the man, who in open Senate, dared to 
%vow those sentiments, was the person, who restored Mr.
Cireer to the Commission of the peace, after his cfijivic- 

ttonj
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S. Cupples, "of Lisburne, and Philip Johnson,# 

o f  Derriaghy, were prominently zealous in 

evan-

* Beauties of the Press. Lond. Ed. 1300. 357. It is well 
known, that the Press newspaper was not put down for pub­
lishing falsehood, but too strong truths.

That letter to the Rev. Philip Johnson from a Presbyte­
rian of Castlereagh contains several instances of the Der- 
riaghy Orangemen outraging Presbyterians and others for 
befriending the persecuted Catholics. Amongst the cle­
rical evangelizers of Orangism at that time stood conspicu­
ously forward the Rev. Dr. Cletand, Rector of Newton 
Ardes. l ie  had been private tutor to Lord Castlereagh, and 
was brought up a Presbyterian. Promises of promotion are 
said to have worked powerfully towards his conversion. He 
never stood very high in theological learning : insomuch that 
heprocured the Rev. Dr. Dickson a Dissenting Minister to write 
tor him the thesis, upon which he was ordained by the Bishop 
of Dromore. He now lives in Armagh, and about 1804-, 
was inducted into the valuable living of Killeyy, the tithes of 
which he has contrived to raise from 5001. to 15001. per an­
num. lie  has been known at one Session at Market-hill to 
have had above 100 processes agai nst his parishioners. He is 
considered to have contributed not lightly to tl ât soreness ami 
discontent, which produced the following recent resolution. 
“  W e, the Grand Jury of the county of Armagh, assembled 
“  at Lent Assizes, 1808, see with much concern the exorbi- 
“  tant demands made by some of the clergy and their proc- 
“  tors in certain parishes in this county in collecting of tithe, 
“  to'the very great oppression of their parishioners, and tend- 
“  ing at this time in particular to detach the minds of his Ma- 
“  jesty’s subjects from their loyalty and attachment to the 
'* happy constitution of this country. Resolved, That our 

representatives be instructed to further with their decided 
“  support any measure* that may be brought forward in the

u ImperiaJl



evangelizing the new code. Deputations were 
sent from Arm agh, to inoculate the new lodges 
with the genuine matter: and the eruption was 
exuberant. Besides encouraging his Orange pa­
rishioners in their orgies, this latter reveren-i 

gentleman attacked the house ot Mr. James 
Cochran, a Scotch Presbyterian, a man ot most 
respectable character and exemplary industry, at 

the unguarded hour of two o’clock in the tnorn-o
ino;, arul hurried him to Carrickfergus goal,O 7
where he languished 12 months, without even 
the remotest appearance ot crime, merely be­
cause he ju d ged  him a friend  to the Catholics.

M u ch  misrepresentation has been industriously w h y  $o
set afloat concerning the Orangemen o f  the many

. 1 1 i Presbyte-
North. It  was the wish o f  the party, that the rians

Presbyterians should be considered as forward in Orange-
. . .  i t - » .  men*

promoting that institution, as the 1 rotestants 
o f  the Established Church. Sir Richard M us- 

grave says, (p. 194) “  that in the counties o f  
“  Fermanagh, Tyrone, D erry, and A r m a g h  
“  there were 14,000 Yeomen, and most o f  them 
“  Orangemen : and much to the honour of the 
“  Presbyterians three-fourths o f  them were ot 
“  that order. In Tyrone there were about 5000

k  1 “  Yeomen,

“  Imperial Parliament for modifying and placing in seme 
(i more equitable mode the payment ot the clergy in th s 
if county/'

'  Signed b y  23 Grand Jurymen,

'

65



“  Yeomen, the majority o f  whom were Presby- 

“  terians, and there were about 4,200 Orange- 
“  men among them.” l ie  has greatly exagge­
rated the proportionate number o f  Presbyterian 
Orangemen. It is unquestionable, that the Pres­
byterians generally abhorred the principles o f  
the Orangemen : but it is also certain, that 
many o f  them were sworn into their societies. 
T h ey  were however chiefly o f  the lower orders, 
who depended for their subsistence upon their 

landlords. Several persons o f  great landed in­
terest in' those parts insisted upon their Protes­
tant tenants and labourers becoming Yeomen and 
Orangemen. Such were the Marquis o f  Hert­
ford, Marquis o f  Abercorn, Lord Northland, the 
Earl o f  Londonderry, M r. Cope, Messrs. Brown- 
low and Richardson, members for the county 
o f  Armagh, and other possessors o f  great landed 
estates in Ulster. It  is remarkable, that the 
parish o f  Carmoney, in the county o f Antrim, 
near Belfast, is inhabited by above J5,000 Pres­
byterians not immediately under such controul, 
and not an Orangeman was ever known amongst 
theui. Few, i f  any Presbyterians o f  independ­
ence entered their societies. W hen the Catho­
lics were first expelled from Armagh, many o f 
them fled for protection and support to Belfast, 
where the Presbyterians made a stock-purse, and 
by weekly allowances, in proportion to the num­
bers o f  the exterminated families, supported them

till
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till tliev could procure work or settlement.
M anv o f  them were enabled to pass over to 
S nd, and were encouraged to settle in the 
neighbourhood o f  G lasgow  and Paisely. This 
was the beginning o f  that colony of Irish in that 
part o f  Scotland, which at this time is com ­
puted to amount nearly to 20,000. T h e  thriv­

ing state o f  the manufactures in the west o f  
Scotland ensured constant employ to the indus­
trious, and the oppression and persecution at 
home have caused an unceasing emigration o f  
useful hands from Ireland to Scotland.

W hen in the Autumn o f  1796, Mr. Pelham Mr. pei, 
had boasted in Parliament, that G overnm ent ham's

i l l  i i l l  boast  o f
since the last Session had been exculpated by the the vigi-
Mao-istrates o f  Armagh, and that every e ffo rt lance of 

°  I i * i  G o v e r n -
was making there to restore that order, which mcnt.
was approaching every d a y ;  M r. G rattan not
ineptly replied, that the persecution had been
complained o f  for years, and the application

o f the remedy was spoken o f  only as from
the last Session, l i e  further added, that “ the
“  audacity o f  the mob arose from a confidence
“  in the connivance o f  Governm ent. Under
“  an administration sent thither to defeat a Ca-
“  tholic bill, a Protestant mob very naturally
“  conceived itself a part o f  the State, and exer-
“  cised the power o f  life and death and trans-
“  portation and murder and rape with trium ph;

k 2 " and
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and with the seeming sympathy with the 
“  Court religion, the Magistrates retired from 

the scene o f  action.'5 As a General Election 
was then approaching, an invitation was sent 
from the C ity  o f  Armagh, (Sir Richard M u s­
grave says,* it belonged to the Prim ate) to 
M r. Pelham and I)r. Dui^enan to offer them- 
selves candidates for that C ity  in the ensu­
in g  Parliament: a circumstance, which riveted 
in the minds o f  the mass o f  the people the firmest 
conviction, that the impunity o f  those fanatic 
exterminators of Arm agh was the immediate ef­
fect ot their favor at the source o f  civil and ec­
clesiastical power.
. . . .  » 1 k J tfi Scarcely%» t \ * • *

f  Sir Richard Musgrave, in his Strictures upon the Histo­
rical Review (p. 153.) has gravely said, “  Dr. Duigenan was, 
*' I believe, an avowed friend to the Orangemen, as was 
if every loyal man in Ireland.”  Par nobile fratrum ! “  Will 
<c any man, who knows Dr. Duigenan, suppose him capable 
€s of supporting or favouring a Society sworn to exterminate 
*4 ail the Catholics of Ireland.” In the same page, that sa­
pient panegyrist of Orangemen and of Dr. Patrick Duigenan, 
assures his readers, “  that outrages were committed by the 
“  lower orders of Orangemen I do not deny, but they were 
tx excesses of mistaken zeal, or retaliation upon the rebel 
te party, for which, after the rebellion was put down, ( risum 
4< tencatis)  the perpetrators were prosecuted by Government, 
"  and many of them were convicted and punished.”  Was 
the malign imbecility even of Sir Richard Musgrave to be in­
formed, that Lord Cornwallis was deputed by Mr. Pitt to 
check, as Lord Cambdcn had been to stimulate the ferocity of 
the Orangemen, for one and the same purpose— Legislative 
jJr\ion ?
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Scarcely had the Orangemen been brought Orange-, 
into organization, than they were taken into the 
pay o f  Government. A lthough the exility  o f vem- 
their first wages did not satisfy their ex p e cta- m o ­
tions, yet it was an earnest o f  encreasing emolu­
ment, and an unequivocal test ot the higliest 
approbation. No wonder* then, that the O range­
men persisted so long in their habits oi out!age, 
and »o confidently identified themselves with 
Government. In the Spring ot 179^, a large 
number o f  delegates from the Orangemen met 
in the town o f  Arm agh, and entered into several 
resolutions, which they published in print. One 
o f  them purported to be a recommendation to 
the gentlemen o f  fortune to open a subscription, 

declaring, that the two guineas p er man allowed
them

* In the Spring of 1790, three Orangemen voluntarily 
made oath before a magistrate of Down and Armagh, that the 
Orangemen frequently met in Committees, amongst whom 
were some Members of Parliament, who gave them money, 
and promised they should not suffer for any act they might 
commit, and pledged themselves, they should be provided for 
under the auspices of Government. This Magistrate wrote 
to the Secretary of State, enquiring of him, how he should 
act in those critical times : that hitherto he had preserved 
pcace on his large estate, but wished to know, how he should 
act in future : that if it were necessary for the preservation of 
the present system for him to connive at or encourage the 
Orangemen in their depredations, he said, as aman, he knew 
his duty : if it were not necessary, he hoped the Magistrates 
of the county at large would be made responsible, and be com­
pelled to act against these depredators.



Orange­
men ea- 
cerlv en- 
ter the 
Yeoman­
ry corps, 
and why.

them hi/ Government, -was not sufficient to pur- 
chase clothes and accoutrements. In the ensuin<>- 

Autumn, Government found au opportunity o f  
providing for these Orangemen in the armed 

corps of \  eomanry, which they then greatly 
encouraged. The Orangemen greedily enlisted ; 
and thus was government enabled to arm, and 
keep in pay these sworn Orangemen for all their 
original purposes, without being open to the un­
gracious charge* of hiring and maintaining a body 
ot sworn exterminators.

1 he eager enlistment o f the Orangemen in 
these corps, is an evidential link to the combi­
nation of engrafting Protestant ascendancj, 
upon religious disunion, and Catholic depres­
sion. 1 he Catholics not being generally ad-

c  y o  v

mitted into the Yeom anry corps, resented the 
rejection as an invidious distinction, tending to 
question their loyalty and sincerity in their 
country’s cause. They applied to M r. Pelham 
for leave to raise a Catholic corps o f  Yeomanry : 
they were .told, that they might enter into the 
corps then raising by their Protestant country­
men. The shyness and reluctance experienced 
by the few, who first offered their services, de­
terred others from com ing forward. The seve­
ral Yeom anry corps (except that o f  the L aw ­
yers) having been thus composed o f  the most 
active and prominent members o f  the Society o f

Orange-

7 0  .
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Orangemen, it would be redundant to attempt aO ’
detail o f  the spirit and principles of their ac­
tion. . In them had Governm ent concentrated 

the physical force of the Society o f Orangemen : 
and from them, as they were then constituted, 
did it look to an exuberant harvest ot pliancy to 
all its various projects, from internal disunion 
to external1 union. In lieu o f  secretly hiring 

a self-constituted band o f  depredators, they now 
had in regular pay and command, the same in­
struments o f  their designs, under the advantage 

o f being armed, trained and disciplined, and 
bearing the honorable distinction o f  the patriotic 
Defenders o f  their country. T h e  ascendancy 

party greedily adopted the arming oi that part 
o f the population, on whose co-operation in 

their own views they could implicitly rely; and 
as determinately resisted its extension, because 
no other armed bodies could be raised without 
resorting to the great body of the people, which 
it was the system to keep unarmed and depressed. 
The persons then exercising the plenary poweis 
o f the State feared, lest arms put into the hands 
o f others, than their own hirelings, should re­
vive the spirit o f  the Irish Volunteers, who only 
laid down their arms, when their country had 
acquired a free constitution. A fter  the French 
had been driven off Bantrv by adverse winds. 
Sir Laurence Parsons moved an augmentation of

the



the Yeom anry corps to 50,000* men : but was 
strenuously opposed by M r. Pelham, Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, and M r. Beresford, who spoke jro m  
authority, alleging, that it would be a most 
mischievous and dangerous measure. In fact, 
all the Orangemen capable o f  service, having 
enlisted in some o f  the Yeom any corps, the

party

t *  Sir Richard Musgrave, in his Strictures, (p. 163) says, 
Irom the report of the Secret Committee of the Irish House, 
in 1707, that the first estimate laid before Parliament for 
20,000 men, was tilled up immediately. In the course of 
six months, above 37,000 were arrayed, and during the re­
bellion, the Yeomanry far exceeded 50,000, and might have 
been encreased to a much greater extent. Ilis correctness as 
to numbers, cannot always be relied upon. In his same work, 
(p. 168) finding fault with the author of the Historical Re­
view, for having asserted, that “  little reliance was to be 
u placed on the official accounts of the killed, wounded, and 
•* missing in the several engagemonts and rencountres,”  lie 
assures his readers, upon the authority of the office of the 
Adjutant General, as he says, that the whole of the troops of 
the line and militia, who wero killed, or who died during the 
year 179S, amounted only to 1366 men. In these he may 
not have reckoned the Ancient Britons, whose losses alone 
would have amounted to the greater part of that dwindled re­
turn. Certain however it is, that such anxiety was there in 
the Government to keep their losses from the know ledge of the 
public, that a reward was given of 61. to any military person, 
w’ho should prove to h s commanding officer, that a fellow- 
sold ier had published or acknowledged before any one, not of 
his own corps, the death of a military person killed by the 
rebels.



party did not clmse to put arms into the hands 
o f  others, who were not tied by the unconsti­

tutional oaths o f  secrecy to the support o f  the 
Protestant ascendancy. A ll  the atrocities theie- 

fore o f  the Yeomen cannot strictly be laid to 
the account o f  the Orange Society, as a body , 
for every Yeoman was not an Orangeman . by 
far the greatest part and the most mischievous 
o f  them were so, and the fostering arm o f  pro­
tection in their foulest deeds, was as visible to 
the Irish people in their sufferings, as was the 
monitory hand on the wall to the Babylonian 

Monarch in his revelry.

Little remarkable happened during the re- Orange 

maining part o f  the year 1796, or the greater 

part o f  the year 1797, that called the Society ot nished. 
Orangemen as a body into action. It  would ex ­
ceed the scope of this Introduction to detail mi­
nutely all the outrages known to have been com ­
mitted in various parts by Orangemen. Even 

Sir Richard M usgrave’s audacity has not ven­

tured to assert, they had ever been repressed or 
punished by Government, until after the rebellion 
had been put down, when the perpetrators were 
prosecuted by Government, and some o f  them 
were convicted and punished. W hen a single in­
stance is submitted to the reader for illustration, 
it is not to be considered as a solitary case. The 
county o f  Westmeath, in the W inter o f  1797,

L found

7 3
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found itself in a state o f  greater tranquillity, 
than it had for the two preceding years. When, 
however, in the beginning o f  1703, the Orange 

system was introduced with the Yeomanry, the 
case was reversed. In the begininng o f  M ay, 

I7£)8, a certain lieutenarl o f  Yeomanry (after­
wards cashiered for various peculations), an 

Orangeman, marched his corps, and surrounded 
the house o f  a farmer Duffy, in which his bro­

ther, who was the parish Priest, also dw elt: he 
entered and ransacked the house, taking out o f  

it every thing valuable, particularly a sum o f  
money he found in the Priest’s bureau ; and then 
set fire to it upon pretext o f  having discovered 
arms, by producing two poles, which farmer 
D uffy had for several years used in an eel fishery. 
This wanton act o f  atrocity condensed the whole 
o f  the lower orders, and worked them into a de­
termination to seek their own revenge, as the law 
was shut against them. A  body o f  nearly 3000 
o f  them entered the town o f  Kilbeggan, which 
contained but a small garrison. Thirty-six o f  
them, by forming into a square, and keeping 
up a sharp and well-directed fire, cleared the 
town, and dispersed the insurgents. T h ey  were 
afterwards pursued by a troop o f  the 7th dra­
goons, who had entered the town after their 
repulse, and nearly 300 o f  them were put to the 
sword. The town had been quiet for some 
hours, when six Orangemen (privates), without

orders,



orders, set off* in the afternoon, and took with 
them two lads, o f  the name o f  Marshall, and 
marched them some paces from their father's 
house up to one G  reham’s, from whom they 
also brought away his two sons, who were young 
men. Then, in the presence o f  their respective 
parents and families, they ordered the four to 
kneel down, and instantly murdered them in 

the most barbarous manner. The following* 
day, another party o f  Orangemen, o f  the same 
description, and equally unauthorized, set out 
with a proscribed list o f  their own fabrication, 
according to each man’s private resentment or 
humour, and calling out the wretched victims, 
shot and bayoneted seven persons of the town, 
amongst whom was the very man, who, at the 
risk o f  his life, had on the preceding day stolen 
into Kilbeggan, and by apprizing the small gar­
rison of the intended attack, had been the sa­
viour o f  them all.*

. *  L 2 The

* The times were then too turbulent to attempt legal re­
dress Yet, in the Spring of the next year, 1799, an ho­
norable Baronet, who had himself witnessed these atrocious 
deeds of blood, supported Marshall in a prosecution for the 
loss of his two sons. The informations and bills of indict­
ment were sent up to the Grand Jury. Several gentlemen of 
fortune and respectability proved the facts, and an Orange 
Grand Jury ignored the bills. The same Grand Jury in like 
manner returned ignoramus to the bills against the executioners 
of the proscribed list. Thus was it, that the perpetrators of 
Orange atrocities were convicted and punished after the rebellion 
was put down.
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Orange­
men en- 
crcased 
and
dreaded 
by the 
people.

The party, in which the political power ot 
the country had concentered, now became more 
than ever sensible, that by the union only of 
their opponents, could they be outweighed or 
crushed. Orange Societies had been established 
in most o f  the principal towns o f  the kingdom. 
The people every where held them in abhor­
rence. They resented the Orangemen's insult­

ing* proscription o f  above lour millions o f  their 

fellow-subjects as objects o f  distrust and en­

mity. They retained a lively sense o f  the atro­
cities o f  Arm agh. They knew them sworn to 

secrecy, and were convinced o f  their oath o f  
extermination. They were indignant at the ag­
gravated provocation o f  Governm ent encou­
raging them to assume the tone and function* 
o f  affording protection to the great population

o f

* The excess, to which the Orangemen pushed their lust of 
controul over the proscribed cast, exceeds credibility. They 
imperiously arrogated to themselves the divine prerogative of 
judging, and acting upon their own anticipation of other men's 
intentions. Sir Richard Musgrave (Strictures upon the His­
torical Review, p. 22S.) has published a string of nine reso­
lutions or declarations under the title of Rules and Re<nda- 
tions of the Boyne Society, commonly called Orangemen; the 8th 
of which is to the following eftect :— “ We are individually 
“  bound to each other, not only to preserve the peace our- 
“  selves, but also to be active in preventing all others, of 
"  whatever persuasion or denomination, (who mav come 
"  within our knowledge) that may have un intention to do an 
u ill or a wrong act.’*



o f  the country, whom they swore to exclude 
from their societies, as unworthy of course to unite 
with them in their boasted loyalty. Sensible of 
this popular impression, and staunch to their 
original spirit of deceit, five of the leading mem­

bers o f the Orange Society put forth in all the 
newspapers in 1797, a solemn manifesto of their 
order, b y  way of address to the public, disclainir 

ing the imputations of their enemies, and speak­

ing a language of refined loyalty.

T O  T H E  LO YA L SUBJECTS OF IRELAN D.

“  From the various attempts that have been Orange- 

“  made to poison the public mind, and slander a( 

“  those who have had the spirit to adhere to their 
“  king and constitution, and to maintain the

“  laws :

“  W e , the Protestants of Dublin, assuming the 
£C name of Orangemen, feel ourselves called upon,
“  not to vindicate our principles, for we know 
“  that our honour and loyalty bid defiance to 
“  the shafts of malevolence and disaffection, but 
“  openly to disavow these principles, and de- 
“  clare to the world the objects of our institu-

“  tion.

“  W e have long observed with indignation 
“  the efforts that have been made, to foment re-
"  bellion in this kingdom, b y  the seditious, who

“  have
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have formed themselves into societies, under 
“  the specious names of United Irishmen. W e 
“  have seen with pain the lower orders of our 

fellow-subjects forced or seduced from their al­
legiance b y  the threats and machinations o f  

“  traitors.

cc And we have viewed with horror the success- 
cc ful exertions oi miscreants to encourage a fo- 
“  reign enemy to invade this happy land, in 

hopes of rising into consequence on the down- 
“  fal of their country.

cc W e  therefore thought it high time to rally 
<c round the constitution, and pledge ourselves to 

each other, to maintain the laws, and support 
c<: our good king against all his enemies, whether 
“  rebels to their God or to their country, and by 
“  *o doing, shew to the world, that there i* a 

body oi men in this island, who are ready, in 
the hour ol danger, to stolid forward in the 

“  defence of the grand Palladium o f  our liberty, 
the constitution of Great Britain and Ireland, 

“  obtained and established b y  the courage and 
“  loyalty of our ancestors, under the great K in g  
“  William.

14 Fellow-subjects, we are accused o f being 
c< an institution founded on principles too shock- 

in g  to repeat, and bound together by caths, at
wiiich
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“  which human nature would shudder ; but we 
“  caution you not to he led aw ay b y  such male- 
“  volent falsehoods ; for we solemnly assure you 
“  in the presence o f A lm igh ty  G o d , that the 
“  idea of injuring any one on account of his 
“  religions opinion never entered into our hearts ! 
“  W e  regard every loyal subject as our friend,. 
“  be his religion what it m ay, we have no en- 
“  mity, only to the enemies o f our country.

“  W e further declare, that we are ready, at 
“  all times, to submit ourselves to the orders of 
“  those in authority, under his M ajesty, and 
“  that we will chearfully undertake anv duty 
“  which they should think proper to point out 
“  for us, in case either a foreign enemy shall 
“  dare to invade our coasts, or that a domestic 
“  foe should presume to raise the standard of re- 
“  hellion in the land ; to these principles we 
“  are pledged, and in support o f  them we are 
“  ready to shed the last drop of our blood.

“  Signed b y  order of the several lodges, in 
“  Dublin, for selves and other masters,

'* T H O M A S  V E R N E R ,

“  E D W A R D  B A L L ,

»  J O H N  C L A U D I U S  B E R E S F O R D ,

"  W I L L I A M  J A M E S ,

“  I S A A C  D E  J O N C O U R T . ”

This



Cains 
them no 
credit. 
Com men­
ded by 
Jjnigenan 
and Pel­
ham.

This specious address tended to irritate the 
great body of the people proscribed from the 
Society T h e y  placed no reliance upon the de­
clarations of those, who entered into engagements 
with one another, which were kept profoundly 
secret from all other people*. Not so their sym­

pathetic

* Having felt it an historical duty to develope as much of 
the Orange system as can be verified to the public, we refer 
the reader to the 5th of their secret articles, which will be 
found hereafter, in the rules and regulations for the use of all 
Orange Societies, viz. We are not io carry any money, goods, or 
any thing from any person whatsoever, except arms and ammu­
nition, and those only from an enemy. This article devciopes 
to the impartial observer more upon reflection, than at first 
meets the eye. True to their original calling, the Society of 
Orangemen, in 1800, in adopting that as one of their secret 
articles, incontestibly proves, that in following up the spirit 
• f  their first vocation as Peep of Day Boys, they meant to 
retain the habits and characters of robbers and plunderers. 
The idea of carrying away money, goods or any thing, ex­
cept arms and ammunition, and that only from an enemy, 
could only have arisen in the minds of those, who from ac­
tual or intended practice had enjoyed or proposed to acquire 
the opportunity of assaulting the persons, or breaking into 
the houses of such persons as possessed those things, which 
were or were not to be carried away. But who is the enemy, 
from whom this secret article obliges them to carry away 
arms and ammunition, and forbids them to carry away other 
plunder? Evidently not an open enemy, whose life, arms 
arid property are the legitimate perquisites of war. If a secret 
enemy, his person might indeed be liable to be seized, upon 
legal information, in order to be brought to justice, but his 
property could not be touched, till his enmity had been

proved.

8 0
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pathetic friend and advocate, Dr. Duigenan. In 
a debate in the Commons in 1798, upon the li­
berty of the press, lie held this language* : ** H e 
cc was not a friend to any separation of the people 
“  b y  marks or names of discrimination : but he 
fC could not help saying, that the Orangemen 
“  appeared b y  declarations published lately in 
“  the public papers, particularly in the Dublin 
u Journal, to be very good and loyal subjects. 
“  Their declarations breathed nothing but Joyal- 
“  ty , and a desire to protect all descriptions of 
“  persons, that should behave themselves in a 
“  neighbourly and peaceable manner, as well 
“  Catholics, as others; he wondered that any 
“  charge should be made against the Orange- 
“  men in that debate : particularly, as whatever 
“  excesses might formerly have been committed 
“  b y  them, and which certainly could not be 
“  justified, however they might be extenuated 
“  b j the spirit o f  loyalty, from  zvhich they sprung, 
“  were now at an end, and did not extend

M beyo n d

proved. T h e  truth is, that this secret article is nothing more 

nor less, than an avowed recognition, revival and perpetuation 

of the depredatory and persecuting system of A rm agh , car­

ried on b y  the founders ot their order in 1795, as much as 

i f  it had been explicit ly  set forth in the following, or any 

such terms, W h en ever  Orangemen assault a Catholic, or 

<c break into his honse, th ey  shall not rob him ol his m oney 

“  or goods, but only o f  his arms and and gunpowder.”  But 
the Catholic is the enem y, and the Orangem an the judge.

* Pari. Deb. of this date.
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“  beyond the limits of a single county, and 

cc that a small one.”  M r. Pelham, in that same 
debate, in defending the Orangemen, made an 
avowal, which falsified the boasted plea of at­
tenuation urged by his friend l)r . Duigenan. 
:i With respect to the Orangemen and Defen-
• ders, whom an honorable gentleman had in 

the inadvertence of debate called rebels, he 
u did not for his part think, that either descrip- 

lion of those men deserved that epithet.”  Ii 
(he Defenders were not rebels, if the Catholics 
were not rebels, how could their persecution and 
extermination spring from a spirit of loyalty ? 
It was fairly remarked in that same debate, by 
M r. T ighe, in reply to Dr. Duigenan’s boast, 
that tiie Orangemen were willing to defend the 
Catholic, as well as any other man, if he be­
haved himself as a good subject ; <c that if any 

particular set of men were allowed to proclaim 
themselves as the protectors of this or that de­
scription of people, it would be a most dan­
gerous precedent : if it were permitted to one 
body of men, every other would claim it.”

H ad the Orangemen been ever so sincere in 
their address to the public, yet a body of men so 

constituted, as upon the face of their justifica­
tive instrument they profess themselves tp be, 
must essentially be productive of irremediable 
evil in a State. As a very small portion of the

population



8 3

population professing the religion of the State, 
claiming the confidence and support of Govern­
ment, and vaunting exclusive loyalty, they as­
sume the lofty tone of protecting their fellow- 
subjects, whom they proscribe, (of course as 
enemies) from associating with them in the laud­
able purpose o i  defending their good K ing against 
all his enemies, whether rebels to iheir God, or to 
their counfry. Every loyal subject is by prin­
ciple and disposition at the command of his So­
vereign for these purposes. A n  instrument of 
dissimulation never speaks the plain truth. A s­
sociations to combine against the K in g ’s ene­
mies, in a well ordered State, are mischievous and 
dangerous, in proportion to the paucity of the 
associators. Where all, who feel and avow their 
duty associate, they are useless, and let down 
the paramount duty of allegiance. Close and 
proscriptive associations essentially create discon­
tent, jealousy, or enmity in every excluded indi­
vidual. W here co-operation in the work of loy­
alty is rejected, protection becomes insult : and 
short are the intervals between insult, provoca­
tion, and resentment. T h e  fellow-subject, who 
offers his protection to «500 neighbours, some su­
perior, some equal, some inferior to himself, can 
never command the confidence of those, whom 
his legitimate or usurped power proscribes and 
degrades.

The



1

Further T he fanatical cant of associating to repel and 
comment. p,j n jgj1 rebels to God  is indignantly to be repro­

bated. It is an impious usurpation oi the high 
prerogative of the D eity to ju d ge  the conscience 
of man, which is only penetrable to the all scru­
tinizing eye. A  man may be a rebel to his 
K in " :  he m av be an enemy to his country.O V V
T h e Orangeman in depopulating the county oi 
Arm agh, was an enemy to his country, not 
strictly by that act a rebel to his King. V> he- 
ther he were a rebel to his God in burning out 
and exterminating the Catholic, merely because 
tie worshipped God in his own manner, is not 
fur human tribunal to decide. But law and com­
mon sense refute the buffoonery of D r. Duige- 
nan, that such acts of atrocity can spring from 

loyalty. ^  , . •. i-, ^
4T *

Tolera- It  was a discovery reserved for this illuminated

K°in^ Society of exterminators, that the British con-
William, stitution was obtained under K in g  William. 

That he was called over to England to support 
that constitution, and that it was preserved by 
conquest in Ireland is true, and devoutly is* it 
wished, that W illiam’s principles of toleration 
(he was a Presbyterian) were imitated by those, 
who disgrace his name by their savage intole­
rance.* The five leading Orangemen, who came

forth
* Fitting it is, that the ostentatious supporters of the Pro­

testant ascendancy, in honor and commemoration of William of
Orange,

84



forth on this occasion with all the pomp of pro­
mise, could little expect credit for their profes­
sions. T h e  only public deeds, b y  which their 
Society, os a body, was then known to the pub­
lic, were its feats in the county of Arm agh. 
N ow  it is an obvious, and indeed unavoidable 
appeal to every man cognizant oi them, how far 
the Society of Orangemen, (being but an exten­
sion of the Society of Peep o f D ay Boys) could 
in the year 1797 truly assert, that “  the idea of 
“  injuring any one on account of his religious 
“  opinions never entered into our hearts : we 
“  regard every loyal subject as our friend, be his 
“  religion what it may : we have no enmity, but 
“  to the enemies of our country.”  It will be 
more than difficult to verify these assertions, 
when brought to bear upon the persecutions o f

Armagh.

O r a n g e  should k n o w ,  that  after that  M o n a r c h  had ta ken the 

sam e coronation oath,  as has e v e r  since  been taken b y  all his 

successors, he offered to the I )uke  o f  T y r c o n n e l l ,  in order to 

ind uce  him to surrender L im e rick ,  the fo l low in g  terms tor the 

I r i s h  Cathol ics ,  v i z :  — 1. T h e  free exerc ise  o f  their religion.

2.  H a l f  the  churc hes ot the k ing d om . 3. H a l f  the e m p lo y ­

ments civil  and mili tary ,  i f  th e y  pleased.  4. The moiety 

oF their anc ient properties.  T h e s e  proposals he offered to 

sanctioned b y  un E ng l ish  a ct  o f  parliament.  (V i d e  m y  His­

tory o f  Ireland, 2 vol .  p.  12.)  T h e r e  also m a y  be seen 

m a n y  traits and proofs o f  the  natural t o k r a n c y  o f  W i l l i a m ’s 

disposition, w h i c h  pointedly contradicts the w ic k e d  principles 

and sanguinary  spirit,  With w h ic h  the O r a r g c m e n  have  cn- 

deavourrd to tarnish his m e m o ry  and disgrace his name
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Arm agh. It must be further observed, that these 
guarantees of all the Orange lodges in Dublin go 
no further, than to answer for those, who had 
been initiated into the Society, after the atroci­

ties of Armagh had been perpetrated.

drc;6 I i ° weve*' artfully and strongly this Orange
nies net address may have been worked up to delude the
•lie oath popular mind, and throw a varnish over the five 
otexter- } r  ~
mmaiion. taxiing Orangemen, which would not cover their 

original founders, yet it cannot elude the slightest 
observation, that the address contains no denial, 
that the oath of extermination had been taken 
by  the original members of the institution. T h e  
ad\Citisers tor themselves and fellow* masters, 
(their subsequent conduct will shew how sin­
cerely) undertake only to answer for the work­
ings of their own hearts, not for those of the 
original framers ot the Society or o f  the Institu­
tion at large. T o  defend the K in g  against his 

enemies is a straight forward duty well known* 
to every loyal subject. No specific association 
or obligation can strengthen it. T o  question a 
man s earnestness in performance of that duty is 

au actionable offence. W hat can more deeply 

wound the feelings of a loyal people, than the 
f  monopolizing boast of some favoured minions, 

th&t they, exclusively of the great population, 

are ready to resist the external and internal ene- 
/  I mies o f  .the country? JUit could every other

difficulty



difficulty be cleared aw av, yet would not the* j  %>

waters o f the Atlantic w ash out that damned spot 
o f their sworn secrecy*. It impudently bids de­

fiance

* The Orangemen have to lament the folly or misfortune 
of having had their cause advocated by Sir Richard Musgrave, 
a wholesale dealer in falsity and fiction. B y way of blunting 
the edge of just indignation at the nature of the rules and 
regulations of the Orange Societies, which he foresaw might 
in the process of time come to light, even through the dark 
veil of their secret oath, and of imposing upon the public in 
the mean while, their zealous defender has given in his 
Strictures (p. 225.) seven resolutions, which he says were fa­
bricated by the enemies of the Orangemen, for the purpose 
of exciting in the breasts of the lower class of Catholics the 
most malignant and vindictive passions. One should have 
imagined, that the sagacious Baronet had, in 1804-, when he 
published his Strictures, (which, by the bye, were never 
fairly entered) been long enough in the Customs to have 
learnt, how much better for use genuine than counterfeit 
commodities were.

1. Resolved unanimously, that each and every member be 
furnished with a case of horse pistols and a sword : also, that 
every member shall have 12 rounds of ball cartridges.

2 . Resolved, that every man shall be ready at a moment’s 

warning.
3. Resolved, that no member,is to introduce a Papist or 

Presbyterian, Quaker or Methodist, or any persuasion but a 
Protestant.

4. Resolved, that no man wear Irish manufacture, or give 
employment to a Papist.

5. Resolved, that every man shall be ready at a moments 
warning, to burn all the chapels and meeting-houses in the 
city and county of Dublin.

6 . Resolved,



fiancé to common law and ccnimon equity ; da­
ringly violates the letter of the Statute, and dan-o *

gerouslyO •/

f5. Resolved, that any man, that will give information of 
any house he suspects to be an United Irishman’s, will get the 
sum of 51. and his name kept secret.

7. Resolved, that no member will introduce any man under 
the age of 19, or over the age of 46.

W hoever attentively compares the genuine rules and regu­
lations printed at the end of this introduction, with these seven 
resolutions given as fictitious, will perceive less deviation in 
them from the reality, than he will in Sir Richard Musgrave’s 
Memoirs o f the different Irish Rebellions. Sir Richard then 
gives under false titles and dates pieces of the Orange institu­
tion, their declaration about the Union, and also a declaration 
of the Ulster Orangemen, and the rules and regulations of the 
'Boyne Orangemen ; and all with a view to impress the public 
with a sublime idea of the refined loyalty of their Societies; 
even to the minutiae of manners and external apparel. The 
masters of lodges are not only solemnly enjoined to be most 
particular in scrutinizing the character of every candidate for 
admission, but to discountenance, even by imposing fines, any 
imitation of the manners and dress of traitors. But Sir 
Richard’s drivelling effort to account for and justify the 
Orangemen’s oath of secrecy, is too curious to be withholdeu 
from the reader.

(P. 223 ) “  VVc declare most solemnly, that we are not
“  enemies to any body of people, on account of their religion, 
“  their faith, or their mode of worship. We consider every 
“  loyal subject our brother, and they shall have our aid and 
"  protection. We are exclusively a Protestant associa- 
M tion.”

(P. 230.) "  Orangemen have no secret to conceal, ex-
“  cept the marks and tokens, bv which they know one an-* V
“  other. In times of turbulence and intestine commotion, it

“  was

88



gerously encroaches upon the Constitution. Read 
the obligations o f an Orangeman, and answer ill 
the face o f the country, w h y this impenetrable 
veil ? Look steadfastly upon truth and loyalty ; 
and say, will th ey  descend to be disguised under 
any coverlid : and least o f all under an illegal

N and

fr was necessary to have certain words and signs to discrimi- 
nate friends from enemies, and prevent designing traitors 
from mixing amongst us. They were necessary to inspire 
mutual trust and confidence, by indicating similarity of sen- 

*{ timent, and th e y  a r e  ts t i l l  n e c e s s a r y , not only to guard againsj 
“  imposition, but to recommend us to the attention and kind* 
<f ness ot brother Orangemen, wherever the institution pre- 
“  vails. To divulge these would destroy their utility, and 
i( therefore the knowledge of them is strictly and properly 
“  confined to themselves.’’ There is added a note to the fore­
going passage of no slight importance, viz.— “  The oath of 
(C the Orangemen, w h i c h  w a s  n o t  k e p t  s e c r e t , was an oath of 
“  allegiance to the King and constitution, besides which, it 
u contained twTo clauses; one, that they would consider every 
“  loyal man of ever}' religious denomination as their brother, 
“  and would protect him as such : and another, that they 
r< would not divulge the signs, by which they were known to 
“  each other."

Is it not self evident from these declarations, that the secret 
signs of the Orange Society were to entitle its members to the 
attention and kindness of brotherhood, wherever the institu­
tion prevailed. ? But the Catholics, who are proscribed from 
their Society, could not by those secret signs recommend 
themselves to such attention or kindness : consequently it was 
an insulting falsehood, that the Orangemen considered e v e r y  

l o y a l  m a n  o f  ev e ry  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s u a s i o n  a s  t h e i r  b r o t h e r  ; unless it 
be followed up by the negative inference, that no man of the 
Catholic persuasion can be loyal.

8 9



Extension 
cl Oranjc- 
j&ni.

iind unconstitutional oatli oi feëcrecv ? W hat%/

does the black mystery aim at, but to knit toge­

ther a ferocious banditti, taking with voracious 
vigilance the bloody signal from the patrons oi 
national disunion ?

It cannot be too frequently pressed upon the 
reader, that the establishment of Orangism has 

become the fatal’ engine, by whicli modern m i­

nisters effectuate that division of the Irish peoples 

b y  which they maintain a monopoly o f power in 
the country under the imposing term Protest­
ant ascendancy, which their predecessors more 

modestly termed English interest. When P ri­
mate Boulter lamented the exposure and conse­
quent failure of the corrupt English jo b  of 
W ood’s patent for a base coinage of halfpence, 
he spoke to his brother minister without disguise : 
“  T h e  worst oi it is, that it tends to unite P ro - 
ic testant zcit/i Papist : and whenever that hap- 
“  pens, good bve to the English interest in Ire - 
“  land lor ever.”  In order to prepare the mind 
for judging soundly of the grand catastrophe of 
disunion, it behoves us to trace as correctly as 
possible the ex ent of the powers, and multiplica­
tion o f  these engines of division, whilst the ma­
nagers were getting up and rehearsing the 
bloody tragedy. In November, 1797,*  “  in

the

* Extracts from the Press, Philad. V802. p. 1 91 .

9 0
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“  the narrow vicinage o f a northern village, 
“  (Lisburn) no less than fourteen societies of il- 
“  legal associations, under the denominations of 
“  Orangemen, and numbered from 138 to 354,*  

“  which proves, that so m any other societies 
“  of the same kind exist, avow themselves in a 
“  public advertisement, which appeared in the 
“  Evening Post of Thursday (i. e. 23 Nov. 1797 ) 
“  publicly addressing a M r. Johnson as their 
“  chairman, and publishing their resolutions 
“  publicly entered into at a meeting held on the 
“  Sabbath-day, at the parish church of Dey- 
“  r iaghy,”  In  this same year, the seeds of 
Orangism were profusely sown in and about 
N ew ry, and promised an early and plentiful 
harvest. T h e  Ancient Britons, who were 
mostly Orangemen, and M r. Giffard, the great 
apostle of Orangism, then a captain in the

2 Dublin

* As it appears by the rules and regulations oi the Orange 
societies, settled in 1800, that each lodge shall have ten offi­
cers, viz, a master and deputy master, a secretary and de­
puty secretary, a treasurer, and five committee men, it may 
reasonably be inferred from that number of officers, that each 
lodge consists of several score, if not some hundred mem 
bers. Coupling this with a further and very obvious pre­
sumption, that the number of lodges, whidi' in November 
1797 Jell not short, but may have greatly exceeded 
has since that period been considerably augmented, the 
present aggregate of that base brotherhood is awtidly for­

midable.



Dublin C ity  militia, were quartered there -, and 
by far the greater part of the N e wry cavalry anil 
infantry Yeomen were also Orangemen. N o won­
der then, that this spot was chosen for a renewal 
ot some ot the A rm agh scenes o f extermina­
tion, one o f  which is submitted to the reader,* 
as it has been narrated to the author, b y  a gen­
tleman of respectability, who boing out with his 
corps on that day, saw and heard the greatest 

part himself, and received the rest from the con­
fession of the principal actor in that scene, 
which took place at a distance.

aíd'bum* In 1797, a Corporal’s guard had been
ings near ordered out in the afternoon to search the house 
iVwry. 0f one Hedger at BallyhoWn, who was a Presbv- 

terian, tor arms; none were found. It happened 
however on this as 011 m any such occasions, that

the

* This scene was selected from among't others, not merely 
from the possession of the most undeniable evidence (the 
author has evidence of many others, which he suppresses) of 
the facts, bút because it has alnays been consid. led to have 
mainly contributed to the rebellion, which took place in the 
next year. Government boasted of having made it explode. 
They forgot, that they had created the disaffection, from 
which it proceeded. It appears from Dr. M-Nevin's exami­
nation before the secret committee of the Commons (that part 
of it, w hich attects this subject will be hereafter quoted for 
another purpose) that Mr Corry allowed, that houses were 
burnt about Newry, and Lord Castlereagh boasted, that they 
had weakened the rebellion by the means taken to via Le i( 
fiplode.
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the searchers made free with articles o f dress w  
furniture, as their fancies suggested. Here the 
■search ended in the appropriation o f a silk hand­
kerchief, which one of the military purloined. 
This produced some observation and sarcasm from 
several of the neighbouring peasants, whom cu ­
riosity had brought round H edger’s dwelling dur­
ing the search. There lived close by one Bren­
nan, a weak half-witted man, who was a private 
in the N e  wry Yeomen infantry. H e  ran instantly 
to town, and gave out, that the party was sur­
rounded and perhaps cut to pieces. Immedi­
ately the trumpet and bugle sounded, and the 
Ancient Britons, some of the Dublin C ity  M i ­
litia under Captain Giffard, and several oi the 
N e wry Yeom anry turned out and hastened to­
wards Ballyholan, without order or any special 
command. For the space o f  a mile or two the 
face of the country was covered with the military 
moving in disorde \ and acting without any other 
fixed plan, than that of general massacre and ex­
termination. T h e  Ancient Britons hewed down 
all the countrymen in coloured clothes they met, 
or overtook ; they took no prisoners. T h e  m i­
litia fired at some fugitives, but made several pri­
soners, amounting in the whole to about 26\ 
T h e  Yeomen infantry principally shewed their 
prowess b y  firing into the thatch oi the cabins 
and setting fire to them. Upon the first appear- _ 
ance of the military the most active of the pea­
sants made their escape.

A  party



jetteontU ^  Party  ° f  the Ancient Britons camc up to n
iiued. cluster oi houses, which they set fire to. T h e y

had been all abandoned except one, which co n ­
tained an old infirm man, that was bedridden, 
attended by his daughter. She threw herself on 
her knees, and after several refusals at last ob­
tained leave from the commanding officer to per­
mit her father to be carried out of the house.
H e  had not been removed one minute before the 
rooi fell in. After the bugle had sounded to rally, 
and the troops were drawn up in line near Mr. 
l ia n a ’s Park, one o f  the A ncient Britons rode 
up to Sir W atkin Williams W yn n e their com­
mander, and said the rebels were in the park and 
the wood adjoining: when they received orders 
from their commander to spare no one. T h ey  
immediately dispersed. Three of them perceiv­
ing something moving in a thicket, successively 
fired into it : and one of them shot an unfortu­
nate lad o f  about 10 years o f  age through the 
left eye. He had been attending some cow s on 
the road, but on seeing the military had endea­
voured to conceal himself from their fury in that 
thicket. He was shewn to Sir Watkin Williams 
W  ynne by an officer, whose humanity was 
shocked, and the commander observing, that he 
was sorry for the mistake, ordered one o f  hi? men 
to take him up behind him, and convey him to 

the hospital.*

94

* His name is Fagan, and be is still liivng at N e  wry.



Another lad o f  about 14 years o f  age had Further 

been most inhumanly butchered, his head split*‘lU,RI1lr>' 
in twain and nearly severed from his body. His 
father and uncle having heard o f  the misfortune 
went after his corpse, and were taken prisoners 
by the militia men under Captain Giifard. O ne 
Hand, a revenue officer, at the risk o f  his life 
went up to a gentleman o f  the Yeoman cavalry, 

to whom he was known, and entreated him to 
return to the party, and inform them, that some 
o f  the Ancient Britans, after having killed that 
lad, had fired into his house at his wife, who was 
far gone with child, and he was afraid that he 
should be murdered himself. He entreated to 
have the boy brought down to the road, through 
which the military were to pass, in order, that 
the commanding officer should see him, and be 
thereby induced to release the father and uncle. 
Captain G iHard expressed high offence at the 
boy's corpse having been brought into sight, and 
immediately took the two men, who had brought 
it to the road, into custody. Sir W atkin W il­
liams Wynne, when he was informed o f  the cir­
cumstance, ordered the father and uncle to be 
released. T w o  Ancient Britons, one o f  them 
by name Ned Allen, had strayed about a mileJ W 7 v
from the main body to a farm-house o f  Mr. R o ­
bert Maitland's. Near the gate stood a boy, 
named Ryan, about six years o f  age, whom they 
ordered to open it : the child said he would,

i f
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i f  they would not hurt him. Before lie could 

open it, one o f  them struck at the child with 
Lis sabre over the gate, and broke his arm. T hey 
still insisted upon his opening it, which the 
child did with his other hand, and they rode 

through and cut up the boy with their sabres, 

and one o f  them made his horse (though with 
much difficulty) trample upon him. They en­
tered the house, and having taken the key o f  the 
cellar, sat down to drink: in the mean time 

three of the Dublin C ity  M ilitia came up to the 
house, and joined them in drinking. The A n ­
cient Britons gave Orange toasts : the militia 
men gave Irish toasts. T h ey  quarrelled and 

fo u g h t:  one of the militia men was killed, and 
the other two severely wounded with the sabres 
o f  the Ancient Britons. The two A ncient Bri­
tons were afterwards tried for the murder, and 
were instantly acquitted. A b o u t 30 houses were 
burnt, and 11 persons were killed. Thus closed 
this un fought day o f  blood.*

W e

* Such was the vindictive animosity, which the people 
bore to the corps o f  Ancient liritons, that after the insur­
rection had, partly by their means, been made to explode as 
Lord Castlcreagh boasted, they „ ever came into contact 
xv,th the rebels without being reminded of Ballyholan, and 
they  were generally refused quarter. T he corps of ancient 
Britons was the largest, that came over from England, T hey  
exceeded 1000 effective men, and it is generally computed, 
that not nearly one tenth of the privates, who first came
over, survived the contest. DeQcieucies wers partly supplied 
b y  fresh recruits. - r
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We are arrived at that bloody tragedy o f  1798, 
which deprived his M ajesty o f  70,000 most use­
ful subjects, whom wiser councils would have 
preserved to fight the battles o f  the British em ­
pire against its most potent enemy. Without 
attempting to reprobate or justify the policy of 
the Irish government’s pursuing a system of co­
ercion and terror, be it conceded, that it did 
exist and that it caused the rebellion to break

o out

* As the policy of these preliminary measures of extraordi­
nary harshness is still fiercely contested by the opposite par­
ties, it will be but fair to submit to the reader the pith of the 
adverse opinions. Sir Richard Musgrave, who was secretly 
employed, privately rebuked, and publicly rewarded for pa- 
negyrizing the Camden administration, after having boasted 
of the happy consequence of the great rigour and severity, 
w hich took place under Lord Camden’s government, (p. 161, 
Str.) sums up the justification of all the illegal and uncon- 
situtional acts of that period, in a quaint piece of advice of 
Lord Carhampton to Lord Camden, which was in the mouth 
of every loyal man in the upper ranks of life in Ireland.

My Lord, if you suffer them to go to war with you, and 
“  you go to law with them, it does not require much 
“  sagacity to foresee the issue of the contest.”  On the other 
siJe, the most authentic representation of the sense generally 
entertained of those harsh measures of government will be 
collected from the principal leaders of the United Irishmen, 
who fully dislcosed their genuine sentiments upon that sub­
ject to the Secret Committees of the Lord:» and Commons, in 
179S. On the lOih of August, Mr. Emmet, before the Se­
cret Committee of the Lords, was asked by Lord Chancellor 
Clare.

P r a y

Rebellion 
in  179S.



out at Xaas 011 the 23(1 of M a y ,  which termi­
nated exactly four rrionths from that day, b y  the 

surrender

“  Pray, Mr. Emmett, what caused the late insurrection }*’ 
Emmett. The Tree quarters, the house burnings, the 

“  tortures and the military executions in the counties of
“  Ki!darev Carlow and Wicklow.” ----- p. 3G.

On the 16th of August, when Mr. Arthur O ’Connor was 
under examination of the Secret Committee of the Commons, 
he was questioned by them :

Committee, “  W hat is the object the people have in view 
** at present ?

O'Connor. “  I believe they have laid by for the instant all 
“  idea of speculative politics, and think only how they shall 
"  annihilate the insupportable usurpation and cruelty of the 
•Í British and Irish government, and how they shall best 
«' avenge the blood, which has been shed, and the tortures, 
“  that have been inflicted, to support a government they de-
“  test.” ----- p. 06.

When Dr. M'Nevin was upon his examination before the 
Secret Committee of the Commons, on the Sth of August 
179S, he was questioned more particularly :

'Speaker, Mr. Foster. “  Pray, Sir, what do you think 
"  occasioned the insurrection ?

M  Net in. t( The insurrection was occasioned by the house, 
burnings, the whippings to extort confessions, the torture

-  of various kinds, the free quarters, and the murders com- 
"  milled upon the people by the magistrates and the army. 

Speaker, ‘ 1 his only took place since the insurrection.
M 'Kevin. “  It is now more than twelve months (looking* 
at Mr. ( orrvj since those horrors were perpetrated by the 

‘ f Ancient Britons about Newry ; and long before the insuJ 
■*; rection they were quite common through the counties </f

Kildare



9 9

surrender of Humbert's handful of Frenchmen 

at Ballinamuck. During that period of four 
months we are willing, that the characteristic 
traits o f Orange ferocity should merge in the na­
tural acrimony of an open civil war. T h e  na-

o 2 ture,

5‘ Kildare and Carlow, and began to be practised with very 
“  great activity in the counties oF Wicklow and Wexford.

Cony and Latoiuhe, “  Yes, a few houses were burned.
Speaker. Would not the organization have gone on, 

“ and the union become stronger, but that the insurrection 
“  was brought forward too soon?

M 'Ntvin. “  The organization would have proceeded, and 
w. the union have acquired that strength, which arises from or- 
“  der : Organization would at the same time have given 3 

(i controul over the people capable of restraining their exces- 
u ses; and you see scarcely any have been committed in 
“  those counties, where is was well established.

Lord Castlereqgh. “  You acknowledge the union would 
have been stronger, but for the ?neans taken to make it explode.

M'Nevin. “  It would every day have become more per-
“  feet, but I do not see any thing in what has happened, to 
"  deter the people from persevering in the union and its *ob- 
“  jects : On the contrary, if I am rightly informed, the trial 
« of force must tend to give the people confidence in their 
“  own power, as I understand it is now admitted, that if the 
“  insurrection was general and well conducted, it would have 
i( £>een successful.

Lord Castlereagh. “  Were not the different measures of the
government, which are complained of, subsequent to va- 

“  rious proceedings of the United Irishmen ?
J\I‘ Net'in. “  Prior, my Lord, to most of them. If vour 

“  Lordship desire it, I will prove by comparison of dates,
“  that government throughout has been the a g gre sso r.----
Í fas Lordship was not curious



Wexford
insurrec­
tion.

y
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ture, however, of this disquisition calls for some 
notice of the operations of Orangemen, immedi­
ately before and immediately after that fatal con­

test, in order to trace the continuance of the 
spirit and principles of the Orange societies, and 
their effects upon Ireland, from their institution 
up to the Union ; from which period their more 
notable achievem ents will find their order in the 
ensuing historv.O J

T he insurrection of Wexford, which w’as the 
most formidable and bloody of any in Ireland, 
cannot be passed unnoticed, because it originat­
ed out of Orange outrage. There had long ex­
isted in the county of W exford a numerous party 
of Protestants marked for their acrimony to 
Catholics. It should seem, as if the OrangeJ o
emissaries had not thought it worth their while 
to introduce their system into a county, in which 
disunion had already taken such deep root. 
In fact, Orangism was little known in that 
county till the month of April, 1798, when it 
was introduced into it by the North Cork militia 
commanded b y  Lord Kingsborough (now Earl of 
Kingston.) I hat corps superabounded with 
Orangemen,* who were encouraged b y  their co­

lonel

•  It will appear by the | Uh of the general rules for the 
government of Orange lodges, among the Rules and Reçu.

latidi i$

■ "  : 1



101

lonel in displaying the triumphant insignia of 
their institution, such as medals and O range 
ribbands at their breasts, and in proselytizing lor 
their order. In the alarming crisis of those 
times, the sure favour of government and pro­
tection of the military gained m any converts. 
T h e  propagation of their sect was rather M ahom e­

tan

h i t  i o n s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  a l l  O r a n g e  S o c i e t i e s ,  printed at, the end 
of this introduction : “  That as regiments are considered as 
“  districts, the masters of all regimental lodges do make halt 
4t yearly returns of the number, names and rank of the mem-* *

bers of their lodge, to the secretary of the Grand Lodge, 
“  but they shall not make an Orangeman, except the officers, 
<l non commissioned officers and privates of their respective 
“  regiments : and that they do remit to the Grand Treasurer 
** of Ireland the half year'y  subscription, as well as that, 
"  which is immediately to take place.”  This accounts for 
the narrative of Mr. Hay (p. 175.) "  A pitch cap being
‘ í found in the barrack of Wexford, and an Orange com- 
“  mission or warrant, appointing a serjeant oi the North 
“  Cork militia to found an Orange lodge in the town, rouzed 
“  the people from the utmost tranquillity to the highest pitch 
“  of fury. This quickly drew together great numbers in 
*• the barrack yard, and their horror of the Orange system 
41 was so excited, that in those emblems they imagined they 
"  possessed the most convincing proof of their intended ex- 
"  termination.”  Here too, as in other parts, the introduction 
jof Orange lodges tended wonderfully to extend the Union. 
Such was the dread, which the Catholics conceived of the. 
Orangemen, that they readily listened to the insinuations ot 
the few United Irishmen in that county, and tor sell preser­
vation sheltered their individual fears under collective con­
fidence.



tun than Christian. T en  or superseded conviction. 

These military savages were permitted both b\ 
magistrates and officers, in open clay, to seize 
every man they wished or chose to suspect as a 
Croppy, and drag him to the guard house, where 
they constantly kept a supply of coarse linen 
raps, besmeared inside with pitch ; and when 

the pitch was well heated, they forced the cap 

on his head, and sometimes the melted pitch 
running into the eyes of the unfortunate victim 
superadded blindness to his other toi tures, T h e y  
generally detained him till the pitch had so cooí- 
ed, that the cap could not be detached from the 
head without carrying with it the hair and blis­
tered skin : they then turned him adrift, dis­
figured, often blind, and writhing with pain.
I hey enjoyed, with horrid bursts of laughter, the 

fiend-like sport of seeing their victims either fall 
down, or knock their heads against the walls, in 

their eager but blind efforts to escape their tor­
turers. T h is  caused abhorrence and dread 
amongst their countrymen. A t  other times they 
rubbed moistened gunpowder into the hair in 
form of a cross, and set fire to it ; and not un- 
frequently sheared off the ears and nose of the 
tortured croppy. T h e y  abused, both b y  word and 

action every female, that happened to have a tint 
of-green in her apparel. I he most notorious mas- 
tei ot these infernal sports, both fur invention

and

102
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and execution, was a serjeant of the North Cork 
militia, nicknamed Tom the D evil. These atro­
cities were daily renewed and continued with 
impunity, up to the breaking out o f  that insur­
rection. Those Orange fiends never dismissed 
from their guard house an unfortunate victim 
without expressing their inhuman jo y  b y  savage 
yells of exultation.* N o wonder then, that the

Wexford

* See Mr. Hay's valuable and authentic history of the in­
surrection o f  the County of Wexford, (p. 58,) <y a l i b i .  That 
gentleman was an eye witness to the whole of the Wexford 
insurrection, and is an illustrious instance of the utility oi* 
cotemporary history.

With difficulty does the mind yield rcluctant credit to such 
debasement of the human species. The spirit, which degrades 
it to that abandonment, is o f no ordinary depravity. It wars 
with the first elements of social nature, and should be 
wrenched with the strongest arm of power from the state, in 
which it has taken root. To prevent its continuance and 
growth in Ireland, by developement of its noxious powers, is 
the intent of this publication. The knowledge of a national 
evil is the first step towards its removal. The spirit of 
Orangism would never have existed in the country, but for 
the encouragement and countenance, which the higher orders 
gave to the lower. It would be uncandid to retail only in­
stances of the brutality of the lower orders, whilst evidence 
is forthcoming of persons of fortune and education being still 
more brutalized by its deleterious spirit. As a gentleman*of 
respectability was passing near the Old Custom-house, Es- 
sex-bridge, Dublin, in the afternoon of Whit-sunday, 1798, 
two spectacles of honor, covered with pitch and gore, running, 
as if they were blind, through the streets arrested his attention.

The



A Vex ford insurgency assumed a degree of vindic­

tive ferocity known to 110 other part of the 
kingdom. It becam e a contest between Catho­
lics and Orangemen. O f this, Sir Richard M us- 
grave has afforded (perhaps unintended) testimo­
ny, by giving the copy of a certificate* signed 
by a Catholic priest, bv w ay of passport, on the 
memorable day, on which AVexford was evacuat 
cd, and Lord Cornwallis assumed the reins of 
government.

The
They were closely followed out of the Old Custom-house by 

Lord Kingsborough and Mr. John C. Beresford, whom he 
knew, and by an oilicer in uniform whom he knew not. 
They were pointing and laughing-immoderately at these tor­
tured fugitives. One of them was John Fleming, a ferry- 
boatman, and the other Francis Gough, a coach smith. They 
had been unmercifully flogged to extort confessions ; but 
having none to make, they were called out on this festival, 
had melted pitch poured over their heads, and feathers struck 
into it. The right ear of Fleming was clipped oil*, and 
Gough lost all his hair. T h ey  were sent adrift, without a 
rag of clothes, to make their escape through the streets. 
Gough’s flagellakion was superintended by Lord Kingsborough, 
who almost at every lash questioned him how he liked it : it 
was so severe as to have confined him six months to his 
bed. The same spirit of Orangism moved the Colonel in 
Dublin, and his sergeant at Wexford. The effects of that spi­
rit can only be fairly illustrated by facts. These have been 
verified to the author by the spectator and sufferer.

* “  A. of B. in the parish of C. has done his duty, and 
"  proved himself a Roman Catholic, and has made a volun- 
“  tary oath, that he never was an Orangemon, nor took the
-  Orange- oath. F. J. BkOe. D a t e d  W e x f o r d ,  J u n e  2 L 
‘ •*1708/’
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T h e  arrival of Lord Cornwallis in Ireland Lord 

opens a new scene of the fatal tragedy, upon ^arrive» 
the success o f which Air. Pitt boasted o f  resting* in ire- 
his reputation with posterity. Lord Camden had an ’ 
Jong solicited his recall. But the measure of e x ­
haustion was incomplete, whilst Ireland could 
Jift an eyelid. T h e  terrifier became affrighted, 
Exaugues terreat ambras. M r. Pitt sent over 
Lord Cornwallis in haste and trepidation to ad­
minister emollients and restoratives ; and should 
he be so fortunate as to discontinue her agoniz­
ing throbs, to soothe her into the measure of 
Union, before the convalescent should have 
caught a glimpse of full recovery. M r. Pitt was 
a master of stage effect, and the subtlety, with 
which he descended to the lowest shifts o f  decep­
tion was unrivalled. His eloquence, his credit, 
even his ambition gave w ay to his craft. Lord 
Cornwallis, the minister of M r. Pitt’s views upon 
Ireland arrives in his twofold mission (to quell 
rebellion and enforce the Union) armed with the 
double power of civil governor and military 
commander. Unlike to his two immediate pre­
decessors, he was not placed under the tutelage 
of the Irish managers, but directed to assume a 
character of his own, apparently independent 
of the British cabinet, which should let down the 
power of the Orangeman, now grown formida­
ble even to M r. Pitt, and raise the Catholic into 
confidence and assurance, whilst he endeavoured

T ' to
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to scduce him to the treacherous embraces of a 
legislative Union. In the execution of the first 
part of his commission, Lord Cornwallis soon ac­

quired the confidence of the Catholic body, and 
incurred the hatred and abhorrence of the whole 
Orange faction. N ot one of either party was at 
that time initiated into the mysterious game the 
Irish V iceroy  had to play for the British minister. 
H e was to put down for a time the ferocity of the 
Orangeman by the physical force of the Catho­

lic ; he was to promise emancipation, as the price 
of Union : he was to forfeit that promise, when he 
had received the stipulated price : he was to leave 
the ungracious refusal to those, who were know n 
unwilling to propose and unable to carry the 

measure.

Lord Lord Cornwallis was as much the tool ol M r.

lis thlal* as llis immediate predecessor Lord C am ­
den.

'  106

tool of 
Mr. Pitt.

* Lord Cornw allis  was sent over by  M r. Pitt for three pur­

poses : 1st, T o  put down the rebellion, w h ich  w as acquiring 

more strength, than the exciters of it had intended. 2d, T o  

force external union upon the convulsive struggles o f  an ago­

nizing people. 3d, T o  perpetuate internal discord, b y  keep­

ing on foot a permanent body of intolérants, secretly  sworn 

to proscription and persecution. A fte r  the rebellion had been 

com pletely extinguished in 1798, the Catholic was wanted and 

fulsom ely courted b y  the C h ie f  Governor to support the 

Union. E v e r y  thing soothing and flattering was done, that 

was trivial. E v e r y  thing promised, that w as important. No­
thing
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den. T h e  degradation ot Ireland, b y  the sur­
render of her political existence had been the

p 2 implacable

th ing harsh, grating, or irritating, w a i  in the mean time coun­

tenanced or permitted. Internal ilnion, harm ony, and a m ­

n esty  w ere the stile, spirit, and order ot the Castle. N o  

sooner had the rebellion been put down, than Sir Richard 

M u sg ra v e  was set to w ork  b y  the party, and with clerical and 

other aid, he soon raked together an undigested heap o f  a c r i­

monious falsehood and obloquy, w h ich  he called M emoirs o f  

the different Rebellions in Ireland. IIis w ork was dedicated b y  

permission to M arquis Cornwallis, and was afterwards forced 

into circulation with more than the ordinary countenance o f  

p o w e r. His Lordship, it appears, in acceptin g  the dedica­

tion o f  that work, w h ich  was com pleted, and m ight have 

been published long before the U nion was accom plished, a c­

companied the favor w ith  an iridispensible condition, that it 

should not m ake  its appearance, till that great m aster-piece of 

M r. Pitt’s p o licy  should have been fin a lly  established. T h e  

work w as w ell know n to Lord Cornw allis to be o f  so irritating 

a  nature to the Catholics, as to endanger the measure o f  

U nion b y  the subtraction o f  their support had it appeared, 

w hilst opposition could be available. T h e  Union passed. 

Lord Cornwallis’ s reason for keeping the w ork suppressed was 

gone b y .  T h e  injunction was dissolved. The w ork appealed. 

Lord Cornwallis in a private letter disclaimed his acceptance 

o f  the acrimonious ca lu m n y. Sir Richard M usgrave ’s warm th in 

supporting the Union, traducing Ireland, and calum niating the 

Catholics, w as rewarded b y  the collectorshipot the C ity  o f  D u b ­

lin Excise. A  valuable appointment, w hich  he still enjoys. It 

was not g iven  to him b y  Lord Cornwallis, for that m ight not 

have been consistent ; but b y  Lord H ardw icke, hks succeisor, 

before the w orthy Baronet had enjoyed an opportunity ot ren­
d e r i n g  a n y  services to his Governm ent. In historical discus­

sion the private virtues and feelings o f  the man arc absorbed
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implacable resolve o f that ambitious Statesman, 
ever since her rejection o f his commercial propo­

sitions

in the public character allotted to the individual. T h e  p e r­

sonal merits o f  Lord H atflw icke stand em inently  conspicuous. 

B u t  when he accepted o f  the V ic e - r o y a lty  o f  Ireland, undei 

the Administration o f  M r. Addington, he itood before the 

public enveloped, not o n ly  w ith 'th e  mantle o f  royal autho­

rity , but o f  personal, responsibility for his proper management 
o f  the executive  powers o f  governm ent in Ireland. T h e  pa­

tronage o f  the Crow n ot Iieland flowed im m ediately  from 

him, as representing the person and e xecu tin g  the supreme 

will o f  the Sovereign. W h a t  confidence then could the Irish 

peopie repose in that Governor, who in the v e ry  outset o f  his 

Administration thought fit to bestow' the valuable appointm ent 

^ co lle c to rs !) ip  of the C ity  o f  D ublin  E xcise  upon Sir Richard 

M u sgrave  the notorious naducer o f  his country, falsifier o f  her 

history, and disturber o f  her peace. O ne o f  the last acts o f  

Lord Cornw allis, was to apprize that Baronet, through Sir 

E . B. Littlehales; on the 24th M arch , 1801, “  that had hia 

“  E x c e lle n c y  been apprized o f  the contents and nature o f  the 

"  w ork , he would never have lent the sanction o f  his name 

to a book, w hich tends so s tro n gly  to r tv iv e  the dreadful 

“  animosities, w hich  have so long distracted this country, and 

which it is the duty oi every  good subject to endeavour to 

“  com pose.”  O ne o f  the first acts o f  Lord I la rd w ick e ’ s G o ­

vernment, was to reward this reviver o f  animosity b y  the ap­

pointment to a most valuable situation in the collection o f  the 

revenue. W h a t are the obvious reflections upon this transac­

tion ? T h a t  the Baronet did the w ork o f  his ta sk m a ste rs ;  

and though one o f  them squeam ishly disclaimed his order, 

y e t  another in support o f  the system paid the w ages o f  his 

contract, and permitted him to enlarge and extend b y  two 

editions that v e ry  work, w hich  had been so form ally  de-

n ouneed

\

\



sitions in 1785 . W ith this view he debauched 

Ireland', under the D u k e of Rutland. H e  re­
established her dépendance npon the British M i ­
nister through the M arquis of B u c k in g h a m *  
H e  weakened her under the Earl of Westmore­

land. H e  tantalized and taunted her b y  the 
transit of Earl Fitzwilliam. H e exasperated her 
under the Earl of Camden. H e  debased her 
under M arquis Cornwallis. A n d  b y  continuing 
the Earl of Hardvvicke in his Government, he 
insidiously rivetted b y  pretending to lighten lier 
fetters. T o  each governor he allotted his part. 
Lords Westmoreland and Camden he handed 
over without reserve or contronl to his Irish m a­
nagers : those' very men, whom he permitted on 
certain conditions to monopolize for a time the 
whole power of the State, under the insidious

pretext

‘ nounced as tending to revive the dreadful animosities o f  the 

co u n try ,  w hich it was the d u ty  o f  e v e ry  good subject to com ­

pose T o  the public  virtues o f  w hich o f  the three actors in 

this transaction does Ireland owe the most gratitude ? T h e  sin­

cerity  o f  the M arquis, the d elicacy  and justice o f  the E arl,  

Or the patriotism o f  the Baronet ?

*  O n  the G a la  g iven  in D ublin  upon the K in g ’s recovery , 

after that nobleman had regained bis m ajority in parliament 

against the patriotic supporters o f  the Prince o f  W a le s ’ s right 

to an unfettered regen cy , he proposed, after the health o f  

' their Majesties had been drunk, not m erely  in priority to, but 

in exclusion to the Prince o f  W ales, the health oi M r .  Pitt, 

the friend  o f Ire land ! ! !
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pretext of supporting Protestant ascendancy, l ’or 
this he allowed them to Wear the vizor : he.well 
knew the baseness of their servitude, and the 
mischief of their deeds. Lords Cornwallis and  
H ardwicke played M r. P itt’s game as faithfully 
b y  curbing and chastening the pruriency and fe­
rocity of the Orangeman, as Lord Camden had 
b y  permitting his managers to stimulate him to 

outrage.

Conduct T h e nature of this disquisition requires a faith- 

Orange- ^  outline, at least, of the more prominent feats 
men after of Orangemen, and of the understanding, which 

Hoíi.ret,<1~ subsisted betw een them and the Government 
during the interval between the close of the re­
bellion, and the birth of its forced and unnatural 
issue the Union. Veneris monument a nefandæ. 
W hen M r. Pitt came to look closely down the 
precipice, to the verge of which he had forced 
this valuable portion of his M ajesty ’s inheri­
tance,* he recoiled with horror at his own teme­

rity, and insidiously enlarged the powers of the 
chief governor to any extent, which in his dis­
cretion he might find necessary to impress the

people
* * \ * ! - t > : w i

* W h en  D r. M 'N e v in  was under exam ination o f  the Secrot 

Com m ittee, he answered a  question put to him b y  Sir John 

Parnell, thus; “  People agree, that i f  the insurrection o f  a 

“  few  counties in Leinster, unskilfully  as it was directed, was 

tc so near overthrow ing the G overnm ent, a general rising 

u would have freed Ireland.”  (p. 7 7 .)
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people with a conviction, that a permanent in­
version of the system was sincerely meant. 
Little anxious was he for the consequences of 
future disappointment and indignation of the peo­
ple, provided th e ‘ temporary deception answer­

ed his purpose of ensnaring them into the Union. 
Caution and tenderness were in the mean time 
strongly recommended not to drive the ascend­
ancy party into revolt, but occasionally to be­
stow honors and rewards on some oi their inoi c 

violent leaders, should it be found necessary to 
keep them steady in their ranks, and abo\e all to 
prevent desertion and disunion amongst the sub 
alterns sworn into their service b y  the oath of 
secrecy. T o  the effects o f these instructions are 
to be ascribed the knighthood and pension con­
ferred on Sir Thomas Judkm  Fitzgerald, the She­
riff of Tipperary, against whom a ju ry  had 
found ,£500  damages, for having flogged nearly 
to death a respectable gentleman, M r. W right,* 
merely for having in his pocket a note of excuse, 
written in the French language. Parliament, on 
the virtuous opposition of M r. Yelverton, re­
jected his petition to be indemnified in that in­
stance, but instantly passed an act to indemnify 
all Magistrates and officers prospectively, who 
should exceed the law in like cases. H e was 
honoured and rewarded, as stated.

The
✓  ̂

f  N . B. He is second cousin to M r. Sbaw, the member for 

D ublin.
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Orangism The keeping certain corps o f  Orange Y eo-

rehellion m a n rJ  on permanent duty fos insufficient or worse 
was put reasons must be laid to the like account. C er­

tain commanders of these corps, in the county 
ot Tipperary fabricated, secreted, and disco­
vered pikes in parts of the country, which were 
perfectly tranquil, in order that they might be in 
the receipt of their men’s pay, who were all 

their tenants, and which they withheld for rent. 
Those same gentlemen were also in the uncon- 
trouled habit of holding mock sessions over their 
bottle, after dinner, under the insurrection act, 
and sentencing without trial to transportation 
any ot their neighbours they found troublesome 
or disagreeable, that were brought before them.* 
T h e  patricide alone would suppress the crying  
enormity of orders systematically given to the 
different corps of yeomanry, into which, says 

their advocate and encomiast, Sir Richard M us- 
g ra ve ,f  <c the loyal Orangemen were instantly 

admitted, and of which they formed by far 
the most considerable part.”  T h e  feelings and 

judgment of the reader are most specially sum­
moned to be alive to every circumstance attend­
ing the deliberate and inhuman murder of T h o ­
mas D ogherty b y  H ugh W ollaghan.

Thomas

* R exv. White i f  Goring. B. R. M ich. 1800. W here these 
and m any more outrageous doings of those Magistrates are 
proved by numerous affidavits filed in the cause, 

t  Strict 155.
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Thomas D ogherty was a sick lad lying on Murderof 

th e ‘ lap o f  his mother in lier cabin, in which si- ^y^WoN 
tuation he was most inhumanly murdered by laghan a 

Wollaghan a Yeom an.* For this atrocious mar- 
(1er Wollaghan was brought to trial before a conse- 

court martial, o f which the Earl o f  Enniskillen clutIlces* 

was president.I Every circumstance o f  aggra­
vation was fully proved. N o attempt was made 
to disprove a particle o f  the evidence. But a 
justification was set up, that the horrid murder 
had been committed under a regular order o f  
the commanding officer. And what forsooth 
was that order ? T h at i f  any Yeoman on a 
scouring party (which were almost daily) should 
meet with anyy whom he knew or suspected to be 
a rebel, he need not be at the trouble o j bringing 
him in, but was to shoot him on the spot. This 
order, and the constant acting up to it by the 
corps was proved by one private, one serjeant, 
and two lieutenants o f  Yeomanry. Captain A r­
cher swore, that Wollaghan was a sober and di­
ligent man, ready to obey his officers, and an 
acquisition to the corps. Captain Gore con­
firmed Captain Archers evidence in every parti­

es cular;

* The particulars of this moving case are minutely detailed 
in Hist. Rev. 3 vol. p. 810.

•J* The other members of the court-martial were 
Major Biown, L. I. D. Captain Irwin, Fermanagh/
Captain Onge, ditto, Captain Carter, R. 1. I>.
Ca'pt. Lesley, Fermanagh, Lieutenant Summers, 68-th.



cular ; and added, that other corps had similar 
orders in other districts. Here the defence 
closed, and the court acquitted the prisoner. 
Need it be observed, that here an Orange mur­
derer was acquitted by sympathising Orange 
judges and jurymen. A  court martial acts upou 
oath in both characters. T he profligacy was too 
rank, not to be publicly stigmatized by Lord 
Cornwallis. T he Union was yet at an awful and 
uncertain distance ; and he had it in command 
to persuade the people, that he was sent over to 
invert the system o f  Orange impunity and remu­
neration. The following official letter was ac­

cordingly written to General Craig.

' “  D ublin , October 18, 1798.

“  S i r ,

“  Having laid before the Lord Lieutenant 
“  the proceedings o f  a general court martial, 
“  held by your orders in Dublin Barracks, on 

Saturday the 13th instant, of which Colonel, 
“  the Earl o f  Enniskillen is president, I am di~ 

rected to acquaint you, that his Excellency 
“  entirely disapproves o f  the sentence o f  the 
“  above court martial acquitting H ugh Wol- 
“  laçhan o f  a cruel and deliberate murder, of 
“  which by the clearest evidence he appears to 

“  have been guilty. Lord Cornwallis orders 
“  the coiut martial to be immediately dissolved, 
“  and directs, that H ugh Wollaghan be dis-

“  missed



“  missed from the corps o f  Yeomanry, in which 
“  he served, and that he shall not be received 
“  into any other corps o f  Yeom anry in this 

“  kingdom. His Excellency further desires, 
“  that the above may be read to the president 
“  and the members o f  the court martial in open 
“  court. I  have the honor to be, Sir,

“  Y o u r most obedient humble Servant,

“  H. T a y l o j i ,  Sec, 
“  Lieut. Gen. Craig, See. &c.

“  P. S. I am also directed, that a new court 
*• martial be immediately convened, for the trial 
“  o f  such prisoners, as may be brought before 
u them, and that none o f  the officers, who sat 
“  upon H ugh W ollaghan be admitted as mem- 
“  hers.”

1 1 5

In the year 1799, amongst several regiments Orange- 

o f  English militia, which had volunteered their mJ-‘n Pro* 
services to help to put down the rebellion, was amongst 
that of Cambridgeshire, commanded by the Earl ^11? ' 
o f  Hardwicke. Hence several circumstances mentsf1 
highly material to this disquisition have come 
to light, which would otherwise have been bu­
ried like so many others in Orange darkness.
I t  appears, that the Orange emissaries were very 
active in proselytizing amongst the different 
corps then newly arrived from England. When

q 2 the
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the unsuspicious character o f  the English is con­
sidered, and the natural forwardness oi the sol­

dier to profess even to ostentation his zeal and 

loyalty for the K in g  is taken into the scale, no 
wonder, that by plausible affectation o f  extraor­
dinary loyalty and zeal for religion, many E n g ­
lishmen were induced to become members o f  so­

cieties, which professed to have no other, than 
these laudable objects in view. N o preliminary 

communication o f  the terms or obligation, no 
probationary trial preceded the engagement. U n ­

guarded confidence induced several English offi­
cers and soldiers to swear to the Orange obliga- 
tio n . Reflection could only ensue the know­
ledge acquired by having sworn. The shamç 
and repentance at having blindly entered into a 
solemn obligation on oath, the personal dread 
o f  divulging the secrets o f  men o f  no mild or 
forgiving disposition, the conscientious qualms 
at having taken an oath either o f  extermination, 
or o f  conditional allegiance] operated variously 
upon the reflecting and penitent minds o f  the 
unthinking jurqrs, and left them all under con­
siderable, and different degree* o f  embarrass­
ment and perplexity.*

\ The

* These effects have not been unfrequent even amongst the 
Irish. But few have the resolution to avow their own shame 
or repentance at what they have unadvisedly done. The au­
thor has been assured by a gentleman of veracity, that he was 
çne of a mixed company of 27, who dined with Sir William

Stamer
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T h e  noble colonel o f  the Cambridgeshire mi- Lord
litia, by some means or other became so strongly
impressed with the mischief oi those Orange order

Societies (none other then existed in Ireland), ^ ering
that he found it expedient to issue the follow ing'into

Orange
Order. lodges.

“  D ublin, A p ril 17, 1799- 

“  R E G I M E N T A L  O R D E R .

“  The Earl o f  H ardwicke having been in- 
“  formed, that several lodges and societies exist 
“  in this town, and other parts o f  Ireland,
“  formed for party and other mischievous pur- 
“  poses, under various denominations, makes it 

<l his particular request to all the officers not to 
“  suffer themselves to become members o f  any 
« 0f  them. And all non-commissioned officers 

“  and soldiers are strictly forbidden to be mem- 
“  hers o f  any such lodges or societies, or to 
“  frequent them under any pretence. A n y  man 
“  discovered to have transgressed this order, 

nmst expect the consequences o f  such disobe-
", dience.”

Stamer (.he present Lord Mayor of Dublin). When that 
gentleman said openly at his own table, in the presence, and 
to the visible mortification of several Brother Orangemen, 
that after Ion" importunities he had at last been sworn in an 
Orangeman : that he had attended one lodge night, but that 
po earthly consideration should ever induce him to attend

another.



dience/’ Lord Ilardw icke has full credit for 
having acted in this instance uprightly and pru­

dently. As colonel o f  the Cambridgeshire mi­
litia, having no controul over other persons in 
Ireland, than those, who composed his own re­
giment, he forbad his men, as far as his power 

over them extended, to become Orangemen ; be­
cause the Orange Societies were form ed fo r  party  
and other mischievous purposes. Lord Hard- 

wicke then was too honorable and too honest to 
pass a sentence at the head o f  his regiment o f  

such indiscriminate reprobation, against societies 
loudly professing the most refined zeal and loy­
alty for Church and K ing, unless he well knew  

their professions belied their principles and their 
piactices. His Lordship then acted upon the 
unchecked impulse o f  his native feeling and
judgm ent. He was still unmannacled by po­
litics.*  %  J 1

The

•  In the year 1801-, the author published a Postliminous 
Preface to his Historical Review o f the State of Ireland, in 
w uch he said "  that the quintescence o f  Orangism was ne- 
r‘ cessarily productive of disunion and enmity between the 
"  members of the Orange clubs and those, who could not be 
‘‘ admitted into them. The prevailing belief, that their Vice- 
' roy, when colonel of the Cambridgeshire militia, had been

• sworn into an Orange lodge, (the author has not attempted 
‘ to verify the fact) tended to weaken the personal confidence

I  k th0Se> Wh°  Considered aI1 0 r a n gemen indiscriminately 
bounden by ties and engagements adverse to the Catholic

“  interests,

1 1 8
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T h e  verification of the fact of Lord Hard- 
w icke ’s having been sworn into an Orange lodge 
in the year 1799, is not matter of mere curiosity. 
It is not to be presumed, that after he had pub­
lished that prohibition to his regiment, over 
which alone he had eontroul, to become mem­
bers of any such society, form ed fo r  party and 
ether mischievous purposes, he himself should

have

u interests, and who experimentally remarked the exclusive 
4t preference and predilection of the members of that society 
tl in the dispensation of grace and favor from the Castle.” 
When the 2d edition of that Preface was in the press in Dub­
lin, Mr. Alexander Marsden, the most confidential and active 
Secretary under Lord Hardwicke, delivered to the author’s 
publisher a copy of the above regimental order, which he de­
sired might be transmitted to him in London ; but without 
message or comment. It was received, and inserted in the 
2d edition, with some appropriate observations founded upon 
wishes almost amounting to conviction, that his Excellency 
never had been sworn into an Orange lodge. Having since 
that time gone through a laborious investigation of that whole 
system, the author now finds tenfold necessity for urging hi* 
concluding observation upon that regimental order, contained 
in the Dublin edition of his Postliminous Preface, published 
by Fitzpatiick, in 1801. “  It is to be lamented, that when
« this noble Colonel became the Chief Governor of Ireland.

some act of state was not passed for checking or breaking 
u up all those lodges or societies formed for party and other 

?)iisthierou9purposes, the evil tendency of which his Lord- 
** ship once so clearly saw and prudently guarded his regi- 

"  ment against.”



have entered amongst them.* T h e  knowledge of 
the mischievous nature and purposes o f the 
Orange societies, produced that excellent order 
from Lord Iiardwicke. W ithin two years from 
the date of it he was appointed Chief Governor 
of Ireland. Thenceforth every relation between 
him and the Orange societies altered. But the 

purposes o f the societies were not changed. Nor 
did his Lordship's knowledge of those purposes 
cease. It would be irregular now to anticipate 
that noble lord’s conduct, during an administra- . 
lion ot five years; it will form the principal 
part of the ensuing volume. But from the time 
his Lordship enlisted himself in the service of 
M r  Addington, who entered into office under 
the avowed pledge of resisting Catholic claims, 
he was initiated into the use, which was to be 

made of these praetorian bands : he found that

the

A her much enquiry the author has not ascertained 
the fact. Had not his Lordhsip been sworn in, some de­
nial 01 disclaimer would probably have accompanied the 
copy of the regimental order, which appears to have been 
given with the direct view of negativing that supposition. 
His Lordship having once dined at Mr. Beresford’s riding- 
house by special invitation from all the Orange Lodges of 
Dublin, who collected there on that occasion, it was not 
unreasonable to presume him a member of their body. It 
is however no proof of his having been initiated. Ilis 
Lordship’s conduct, when at the head of the G overnm ent,  

furnished no grounds for counteracting that general pre 
sumption. But Orange secrecy bailies all enquiry.
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the party and other mischievous purposes, for 
which those societies were formed, made the 
basis of that system, to the support of which he 
had lent his character and name. T h e  conscious 
know ledge of the purposes, for which the Orange 
societies were formed, casts a peculiar shade up­
on every act of his government, bv which the 

Orangemen were actively or passively affected.
Be it generally observed, that during Lord Hard- 
w icke ’s administration of five years, no vice-regal 
act was passed, which bore the most distant ana­
logy to the regimental order of the 17th of A pril 
1799.

Destructive and horrible as have been the Evil of 

enormities o f Orangemen upon the nation since êePin?
°  r  N Orangism

their institution, yet the evil of instituting the on foot.
society, giving countenance to its progress, and 
indemnity to its outrages is far short of the 
mischief of keeping it on foot, and embodied 
under the protection and favor of government.
Their former excesses were a temporary breach 
of internal peace and concord : their subsistence 
is a perpetuation of national rancor and dis­
union. T h e  existence of such a body is incom­
patible with the welfare and prosperity o f Ire­
land : and without the full and cordial energies 
of Ireland, the British empire cannot withstand 
the enemy. W ith the late political revolutions 
of empires the revolution in the mind of man

*  . has



Mischief 
of coun­
tenancing 
known 
evils.

has kept pace. In some instances it has un­
proved. However civil freedom m ay have suf­
fered, religious slavery and persecution have eve­
ry where ceased to exist, except in this Protestant 
united kingdom. W e have ever been shamefully 
tardy in following the most enlightened example, 
when it originated from the continent. After 
how m any years o f bigotted pertinacity did 
Lord Chesterfield shame us out of the stupidity 
of rejecting the Gregorian calendar, and adopt­

ing the N ew Stile ?

T h a t serious conviction of the national mischief 
of the Orange societies, which has brought forth 
this disquisition, necessary calls for the disclo­
sure of some facts in illustration of - the sys­
tem carried on out of the intervening period 
between the rise of Orangism on the 21st of 
September 1795, and the commencement of the 
Union on the 1st of January 1801. T h e  sin­
gular and astonishing circumstance of Lord 
H ardw icke’s prohibiting 1000 men under his 
military and qualified command in 1799, to be­
come members of any o f those societies, which 
he knew and declared to be form ed fo r  parly  
and other mischievous purposes, and his not for­
bidding nor preventing one out of five millions, 
over whom he soon after exercised sovereign 
command for five years, from becoming a mem­
ber of those very societies,. which during that

1212
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period he cherished and kept embodied, forms a 
political problem, which it would be hardly safe 
to resolve.* Eleven years have elapsed, since 
Lord H ardwicke, as colonel of a militia regiment 
found it necessary, for the good of his M ajesty 's  
service, to publish the regimental order of the 
I7th of A pril 1799. D uring five of those 
years his lordship exercised b y  deputation the 
executive power of Government in Ireland, and 

Orangism was preserved and strengthened in 
spirit and numbers. A t  the close o f  the 
eleventh year from the issuing o f  that regi­
mental order, a General commanding an im­
portant district in England finds it neces­
sary for the good o f  the service, and the 
security o f  the state, to pronounce in general 
orders, a stronger condemnation o f  the Orange 

system in 1810, than Lord Hardwicke had 
in 1799. T he reflecting reader will, with 
surprize, and not withont horror and dismay, 
mark the identity o f  ground, the similarity o f  
tendency, and the increased necessity o f  the 
latter order.

The

* The revolting depravities, which St. Paul so strongly de­
picted as objects of abhorrence and avoidance to Christians, in 
his Epistle to the Romans, were seen and perhaps practised 
by the Philosophic Bard, and other leading men oi his day ; 
but Video melioraproboque ; détériora sequor. The decline and 
fall of Roman greatness rapidly followed.
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General T]ie 1 ith  Infantry lately formed part o f  the 

bmne’s brigade under the command o f  Major General
orders Cockburne, then quartered at Chelmsford in
against 1 .
Orang- Essex. That regiment had been lately recruited 

entirely from the Irish militia, o f  whom a large 

portion were Orangemen. Scarcely had they
arrived, than they began to display, (as the
North Cork had been taught by their Colonel) 
the inflammable insignia ot their order Orange 
ribbands and emblems at their breasts : and as 
the North Cork did at Wexford, they attempt­
ed to form Orange lodges, and propagate their 

order in Essex.* The party and other mischievous 
purposes o f  these proceedings were not per­

ceived

* In the sixth year of the Orange Dynasty one and indi­
visible, w hen Thomas Verner was Grand Master, and John
Claudius Beresford Grand Secretary, the prospective views of 
the body at large, and the special mission of their individual 
dignitaries were enlarged to prepare the ways of peace and 
union over the whole face of the empire. Their zeal was to 
be no longer stinted to Ireland : but from the 10th of January 
1800, (the memorable æ raof the revision and ultimate settle­
ment ot their legislative code) it was to range over a wider 
field, as the blessed precursor and co operator in the incorpor­
ation of the two kingdoms. It may accordingly be seen, that 
what General Cockburne has found necessary to resist in the 
year 1810, had been preordained ten years before by the in­
spired code of the Orange Institute. The lOdi of their 
secret articles, having this extension of their societies in view, 
enacts, “  that any Orangeman, w ho acts contrary to these 

rules, shall be expelled, and the same reported to all the 
“  lodges in the kingdom and elsewhere.”
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ceived by their British fellow-soldiers, to whom 
the principles and practices o f  the Orange So­
cieties were yet unknown. The rancor and pro­
vocation manifested thereupon by such o f  the 
Irish recruits, as were not Orangemen, became 
alarming, and General Cockburne, whose head 
and heart do credit to his country, well knowing 
the fatal consequences o f  the encouragement 
given to the mischievous system o f  Orangism in 
his native land, issued the following

"  G E N E R A L  O R D E R S ,

“  I t  is M ajor General Cockburne’s positive 
“  order, that no soldier in the garrison presume 
“  to wear any badge or mark o f  party. Com - 
“  manding officers o f  regiments, and all offi- 
“  ccrs are to confine any man, who dares to 
*c wear any ribband or emblem, which m ight 
“  create disputes amongst the men. Officers 
66 and soldiers are to wear their uniform in gar- 
“  rison strictly according to the K in g ’s regula- 
“  tions. It must be evident, that this order ap- 
•c plies chiefly to the Irish  soldiers. T he mis- 
“  chief, which all such party divisions occasion 
“  to the State is unfortunately too severely felt 

' “  in Ireland : nothing o f  the kind can be al- 
lowed o f  here. Soldiers have no concerns

with



Effects of 
those or­
ders.

with such matters* T h ey  should serve hi* 
Majesty and their country with unanimity, 

which it is impossible for them to do, it a 
spirit o f  party be allowed in a battalion.”

The pure loyalty, which dictated these orders 

to General Cockburne, in order to keep out the 
spirit ot Orangism from his district, more than 

justifies the authors attempt, to expose its effects 
upon a population o f  five millions, whose peace 
and happiness it renders unattainable, and whose 
cordiality in defence o f  the empire it paralizes or 

extinguishes. W hoever knows the situation o f 
a mine, cannot innocently permit his friends 

without warning to expose themselves to the 
explosion.*

T h e

* Proof of Orange pérseverance in persecuting an indivi­
dual for 15 years demonstrates the enflamed continuance of 
that rancorous ferocity, in which the society was engendered, 
and which it can only lose with its existence. It has been be  ̂
foie observed, that Mr Coile had been driven from Lurgan 
for having made a successful stand against some Orange Ma­
gistrates of Armagh ; and that he iled to Dublin, whither 
persecution had followed him. Passing over for the present a 
variety oi flagrant revenge exercised upon him by the Orange 
party during the space of time, which comprises the history of 
the ensuing volume, it is fitting to call the attention of the 
reader by anticipation to a recent document, which becomes 
important by exhibiting the unabated implacability of 
that party. In the proceedings o f the Trusters o f the Linen 
and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland, from the 5th o f July 1809,

to»
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T he great question o f  emancipating between Question 

four and five millions o f  his M ajesty ’s subjects, 
awaiting the deliberation o f  the Imperial Parlia- cipation. 

ment is not to be frittered into insignificancy, 
nor defeated by forced squabblings about royal 

retos, bickerings upon accredited agency, or 
shiftings behind violated pledges and retracted 
errors. It  is a question o f  truth and ju stice: 
they are invariable, and will ultimately prevail 
even against the intolerancy o f  irreligious 
bigots in place, and the inveteracy o f  Orange 
executioners in their pay. G rattan still lives to 
pour in upon the Imperial Parliament that tor­

rent

to the 5th o f January 1810, (p. 77.) appears the following 
extract.

u A t a meeting of the Trustees, &c. on Tuesday the 10th 
“  of October 1809.

ft Right Hon. David La Touche in the Chair.

“  Earl of Leitrim, Sir Neil O ’ Donnell, Bart.
u Lord Norbury, Richard Gei vas Ker, Esq.

€t A  Memorial from Bernard Coile and William Galway 
"  Dixon, Linen Merchants, was presented and read, praying 
“  rooms in the Linen Hall to expose their linens (or sale, as 
“  from the largue consignments they have received,their house in 
“  Lmenhail-sti cet is tutally inadequate to answer that pur- 
u pose.”

i f  O r d e r e d ,

“  That said Memorial be rejected.”
Vide note, p. 30.
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rent o f  eloquence, which astonished and con­

founded the corrupted phalanx in the Irish Par­
liament in 1795. Great intermediate events have 
justified his words, and he is entirely devoted to 

co-operate with his country towards their ac­
complishment. “  G o  to France, (said he then, 
“  and will again say) go to Ameiica, carry your 

“  properties, manufactures and families to some 
land, that may admit you to a freedom you 

“  shall never participate in your own. This is a 

“  sentence, that requires the m alignity o f  a 
“  demon, and the omnipotence o f  a G od. Y o u  

“  are not competent to pronounce it. Believe 
“  me, you may as well stamp your foot upon 

the earth, and expect by that resistance to 
stop the diurnal revolution, which advances 

“  you to the morning sun, that is to shine alike 
on the Catholic and the Protestant, as you 
can hope to arrest the progress o f  the other 
lights o f  justice and reason, which approach 

"  to liberalize the Protestant and liberate the 
C atholic. Even now the question is on its 

way, and m aking its destined and irresistible 
“  progress, which you with all your authority, 
c‘ have no power to controul, any more than any 
“  other great truth or ordinance o f  nature or 

law of motion, which mankind is free to con­

template, but cannot counteract. Such is the 
“ justice linked with their cause, and such is

'* tlve
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“  the strength, that sets forth their applica- 
“  tion.” '

It would be foreign from the purpose of this dis- Insinceri- 
quisition to follow the manœuvres, b y  which Lord *y °* Pr°-* m mises ot
Cornwallis and his underling Lord Castlereagh emanci-

accomplished the summit of M r. P itt ’s inline- l)atl0IU 
diate ambition, the degradation and emascula­
tion of Ireland b y  legislative union. W hen that 
object had been obtained b y  a managed majority 
of fifty-eight, M r. Pitt and his colleagues slunk 
out o f office to make room for those satellites in 
his train, who were ready to perpetrate the deed* 
from which the projector shrunk. T h e y  quitted 
office, leaving as their written pledge to the C a ­
tholics purported, many characters o f  eminence 
(including of course their own) pledged not to 
embark in the service o f Government, except on 
the term o f the Catholic privileges being obtained. 
Afterwards M r. Pitt returned to office under a 
counter-pledge of never bringing forward, or 
supporting the Catholic claims : and Lord Corn­
wallis accepted of the government of India, but 
never stood up in Parliament to enforce them.*

r  * s h

* The interesting transactions of the downfal of M r. P itt’s 
Administration will regularly occur in the ensuing history.
T hey  are here generally referred to, that the reader m ay 
not be left in total darkness, as to the denouement of that 
piece of politics, in which Mr. Pitt rested his reputation with

posterity



Lord 
Cornwal­
lis keeps 
up the 
Orange­
men.

It requires no great depth of reflection to per­

ceive, that Lord Cornwallis b y  an external change 
of

posterity. In deference to his readers, the author here thinks 
it proper to repeat in print (Vide his Postiliminous Preface, p. 
33.) that, whilst he gave credit to his Majesty’s ministers 
“  for sincerely following up the Union with all the advanta- 
“  ges it was capable of, the primary object of his writing the 
“  Historical Review o f  the State o f  Ireland, was to convert 
44 the truth of Irish history into evidence of the utility and 
“  advantages of incorporate Union. It was but consistent, 
•• therefore, that the historian should, as far as truth would 
u bear him out, commend the system o f  Lord Cornwallis’s 
4t administration, which certainly became indirect censure
11 upon the opposite system pursued by his predecessors.” 
The author fairly owns, that up to the month of September 
1Ü04-, at which time he had a conference with Mr. Adding­
ton on the subject, he gave Lord Cornwallis unreserved credit 
for having endeavoured sincerely to defeat and overturn the 
former system of governing Ireland, and substituting libera­
lity and justice in lieu of intolerance and acerbity. He was 
further confirmed in those sentiments by a letter, which he 
had then recently received from the Marquis containing these 
words, my sentiments with regard to Ireland are well known by 
the measnres I  pursued, and those which I  recommended. Since 
that time, he has from much research, experience and reflec­
tion been compelled to reject the measures of some public 
men, as a criterion ot their real sentiments. Upon Mr. 
Addington’s unexpected admission to place, he was for the 
first time initiated into the whole mystery of ihe preconcert­
ed plan of promising and refusing emancipation to the Irish 
Catholics. Flushed with the novel consequence of office, 
he boasted of the real views of his predecessors, which had 
been to tpecially confided to him to carry into final ellèrt.

IU
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of system had even before the close of the year 
1798 not only put down the rebels, but curbed 
and tamed their more dangerous provokers the 
Orangemen. So far had lie fulfilled his mission 
from M r. Pitt to prepare the country for external 
union. T h e  extension of the Orange system in 
W exford, after the close o f that insurrection, 
the encreased acerbity of the Orangemen through­
out that county, ;n d  the general opposition, 
which he every where experienced from them to 
his measures o f lenity and conciliation, must have

S 2 convinced

He had not ye t completely fitted the glove of office to his 
hand. He was a new recruit, suddenly raised from the ranks, 
and spoke some truth. From that hour the author became 
tru ly  sens'ble of his own want of p o l i t i c a l  s a g a c i t y .  Mr. 
“  Addington scouted the idea of any  difference of principle 
€t or system in the two governments of Earl Camden and Mar- 
“  quis Cornwallis. I t  was an identity of spirit and principle, 
“  applicable to the varying circumstances oi a rising, raging 
\* and expiring rebellion. Mr. Addington very significantly as- 
“  sured the author, that he (the author) knew not the grounds, 
t( views or motives of Lord Cornwallis’s administration/* 
For the sake of poor, baffled and p< rsecuted Ireland, the au­
thor laments the truth then uttered. At the same interview 
Mr. Addington assumed official merit for standing in that 
house (in Downing street) by his p l e d g e d  r e s is t a n c e  t o  t h e  C a ­

t h o l i c  c l a i m s , f r o m  w h ic h  h e  w a s  n e v e r  t o  b e  m o v e d . Ireland 
will not be insensible to the difference of Lord Grenville's 
conduct from that of his colleague. His Lordship refused 
to return to power with-M r Pitt, and spurned with indigna­
tion the proffered pledge to hold place on the tenure of keep­
ing back and resisting a measure supereminently necessary 

, to the preservation of ihe empire.



convinced his mind, that their subsistence as a 
body was utterly inconsistent with the internal 

union and peimanent security o f the kingdom. 
W ith more ease might they have been then col­
lectively extinguished, than individually restrain­

ed from outrage. T h e y  were known to be unit-
I * * t

ed b y  secret and unlawful oaths ; and their con­

duct had been notoriously atrocious. H a d  go­

vernment sincerely wished internal and perma­

nent concord, they would have so completely 
eradicated the plunts of discord, as not to leave 
a chance for the hope of rescuscitation. T h ey  

,kept on foot the Society ol Orangemen as a 
corps de re^çixe, and constituted them a body 

guard to the Irish party,, which under the reli­
gious cant of Protestant ascendancy, stipulated 
ior the continuance oi their own monopoly of ci­

vil power. From that moment, the insidious, spe­
c io u s  and equivocal term Protestant ascendancy, ; 

was formal!y  adopted, ai^d became the rallying 
phrase and signal for calling together all Orange 
Protestants, and many, who would have opposed 
it, had it been denominated by its true appella- «
tion ol an Irish oligarchy under British ascen­
dancy.

Î K  j*  . h  fa,,s not within tbe province of the histo- 
hvuwiant1,al1 discuss phik>logically the import of terms 
ascends and j>hra>es. l ip  considers them to bear the



meaning and purport, which obviously direct the 
views and motives of the generality of mankind 
in acting upon them? T h e  phrase Proles faut 
ascendancy is ex vi termini open to an indefinite 
variety of interpretation. ■ For the last fifteen 
years and upwards it has received a specific and 
appropriate import, in the acceptation of which 

every part of the nation has acquiesced. From 
the acts themselves, not from the explanations, 
palliatives or justifications of the actors is the 
judgment to be formed. From the time that 
Ireland acquired legislative independence in 
1782, it ceased to be the language o f the Castle, 
that the English interest or asçcndancy was to be 
kept up. T he power was to be supported, 
but the term was to be altered. Instead ot 
English, the more imposing word Protestant was 
annexed to that ascendancy, which was actually 
kept on foot. W hen M r  Pitt had contrived to 
dash from the lips of the nation the cup of pro­
mised and expected freedom, b y  betraying and 
deceiving the virtuous Fitzwilliam with the in­
trigues of M r. jjeresford he set up the golden 
image of Protestant ascendancy, and * “  sent to 
“  gather together the princes and governors, the 
“  captains, the judges, the treasurers, the coun- 
“  scllors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the pro- 
“  vinces, to come to the dedication oi the image, 
“  which Nebuchadnezzar the K in g  had set up.”

A nd
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J n d  they f e l l  dozen and ivorshipped the golden 

im age”  However the phrase m ay from that 

hour have been understood b y  individuals, it 
was exclusively acted upon in the sense of 
direct opposition to Catholic concsesion. This 
appears evident from the address of the G rand 
Lodge to the Orangemen of Ireland, on the 
2 1st of January lSOO, precisely ten days af­

ter they had made their resolution to support 
the Protestant ascendancy (in this particular 
sense) the basis of their obligation, the link 
of their secrecy and the measure of their alle­
giance. In  the minds o f upright and unsuspec­
ting Protestants, the support of the Proiestant 
Ascendancy would mean no more than to support 

the limitation of the Crow n under the act of Set-
' * j  *

tlement -, which is expressed,]; i‘ the most pointed 
manner in the oath of a llt^ b^ çç taken b y  C a ­
tholics, as well as by.JPro^taflÁs; !n  the affecta­
tion of this o r d i ^ - ^ a ÿ '^ b ^ p i j g . sense o f  loy­

alty do theses K;îprmed Orange­
men
associ

____ t ................ . . .  „  . .

K ns. $  s&MWi?? anA law °f (!‘e
c o u n tr y g ’&fuçcçssjop to ^ c  throne ip  his Ma- 

Jntÿ’f  k j B Ü p f Ê l * 1*#** T o  do
.  this mos^ p a t j i ^ j p s U ^ s^ ijij, ajid every, one 
, w M . r ç a d y ^ s w e ^  words of, this
• Orange declaration. 4It  is sgarcojy necessary^to 
j remark, that whenever specific duties and senti-

• / V»* .Jy '

x í,/j • ments



irçents are introduced into oaths, they are ex ­
pressed in the most obvious, precise and unam­
biguous words. W h o  would not expect from 
men voluntarily and solemnly laying before 
their countrymen the object of their associat­
ing in so awful a juncture, th^t their obliga­
tion and oath should be commensurate with, and 
conducive to the ends of their association. H ow  
do they tally ? N o Catholic would refuse to sub­
mit or swear to the substance of that declaration. 
M ost of them have actually done so. But the 
obligation o f an Orangeman runs in these words : 
/ ,  A . B . do solemnly and sincerely swear, o f  
myx own fr e e  will and accord, that I  zvill to 
the utmost o f  my power support and defend 
the present King Gecrge the T hird , his heirs 
and successors, as long as he and they support 
the Protestant ascendancy, H ere is an ab­
solute declaration redundantly vaunting sworn 
and known duties, of which no man can doubt, 
and which no man refuses. There is a condi­
tional oath to support what no. ten men m ay de­
fine alike, and stinting the allegiance o f  the 
subject to his own arbitrary construction of 
the term Protestant ascendancy. In  the ’ com­
mon acceptation of words, what man of sense 
would, what man of loyalty could subscribe 
such oath and obligation ?

The

135

* Rules and regulations postca.
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Efforts to
forward
the
Union.

The whole o f  the year 17.9.9 was consumed 
by M r. Pitt and Lord Cornwallis, in preparing, 

canvassing and courting for the Union. In andO ^ .
out o f  parliament, addresses, petitions, motions 

and proposals were made to forward and en­
sure that measure. N o means were omitted, 

which were calculated to advance it from any 
quarter. Personal applications were made by 
the Lord Lieutenant in a viceregal tour through 
the kingdom to such members o f  parliament 

and persons of influence in the country, as he 
thought open. The amiable qualities and delu­

sive pledges o f  the viceroy gained him more 
proselytes, than he had anticipated. T o  the 
Catholics he held out emancipation as the sure 

boon o f  their support. T hey trusted him, and 
he failed: T o  the Orangemen he pledged am­
nesty and favour. They mistrusted him, and 
were preserved for future services. Even then 
was it doomed by M r. P itt,*  that the ques-

, tion

* Conscious that some staunch friends to Ireland give 
Mr. Pitt credit for sincerity in [all his declarations and 
pledges about her, and his real earnestness and inability to 
carry the question of emancipation, it becomes a painful 
dutv to submit to the reader the grounds tor differing from 
that opinion. Against .Mr* Pill’s actual resignation of office 
■on that alledged ground, must be placed his return to office 
•under a counter pledge, to hold back and resist the question,
• as he notorious!} did, when brought forward by his colleague

Lord



tion o f  Catholic emancipation was to be brought 

forward and crushed by the Protestant ascai•
T  dancy

Lord Grenville. Mr. Pitt had long felt himself absolute mas­
ter of the Protestant ascendancy. In 1792 he received an ho­
locaust to its omnipotence, when not a member of the Com­
mons dared to stand up in his place to support the Catholic 
petition. But few months passed away, and the golden ob­
ject of adoration was cast prostrate at the feet of that very 
Parliament, which now had it in command from the British 
minister, to grant the whole of what he had just forbidden 
them to listen to. Mr. Pitt might then have as easily carried 
the complete emancipation, as that portion of it, which was 
actually conceded. He held back enough to keep the P ro ­

testant ascendancy and the Catholics in his dépendance. He 
had further views: and all was to be subservient to the Union. 
Had he not raised the Catholics into some political conse­
quence by the act of 1793, their support of it would 
have been worthless. But his concession of so much com­
manded the unreserved support of those, who trusted in his 
promises and pledges, that the whole should follow. The 
next year Mr. Pitt was made sensible, that Catholic influence 
became national strength : he foresaw in the growth of in­
ternal concord the inevitable defeat of his favourite plan of 
external union. He was incensed at the loss of the lequili­

brium , which he fancied he had secured : so rapid had been 
the descent of the Protestant ascendancy, since national har­
mony had begun to displace religious discord. The Catholic 
influence was to be lowered by fresh triumphs of the Pro­

testant ascendancy. The Catholics were to be raised to the 
summit of expectation, in order to be let down with vio­
lence, and weakened to impotency by the fall. The Protest­

ant ascendancy was to be taken up from its late prostration 
b y  a renewed commission to divide, irritate and degrade.

Legislative
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dancy, whose management for a time lie had os­

tensibly renounced.
T h e  J

Legislative Union could not be forced upon Ireland in health, 
vigour and harmony. It could only he imposed upon her, 
in the fatal hour of exhaustion, debility and discord. I he power 
and influence, which Mr. Pitt possessed (especially by the 
coalition of the W hig party in England) in 170 4- and 1795 
gave him more facilities to carry the whole question at that 
time, than he commanded of passing the previous concessions 
in 1793. It is impossible, that the mind ot Mr. Pitt should 
not have been equally open to the merits of the question, in 
the years 1795, 1799 and 1801. Had it been acceded to in 
1795, it would have prevented a rebellion ; in 1799 it 
would hav.e enabled Ireland to resist external Union ; and 
in 1801 it would have preserved the country from the still 
unmeasured evil of ministers successively pledged by offi­
cial tenure to thwart her wishes, damp her energies, and 
perpetuate her proscription. Without fathoming private mo­
tives, historical evidence demonstrates, that Mr. Pitt as fully 
knew the fate of the Catholic question in 1800, when by the 
delusive prospect of its success he cajoled the Catholic into 
a support of the Union, as he did in 1801, when, by an­
ticipating its failure, he took that pretext for retiring from 
office. It can never be forgotten, that in the papers written 
by Mr. Pitt and Lord Cornwall is given by the latter to Dr. 
Troy and Lord FingaM on the same day, M r. Pitt assured the 
Catholics, that he would do his utmost to establish their cause 
in the public, and prepare the nay fo r  their finally attaining 
their objects . And Lord Cornwallis reminded them to be sen­
sible o f  the benefit they possess, by having so many characters o f  
tminence pledged not to embark in the sei rice o f  government 1 ex­
cept on the terms o f  the Catholic privileges being obtained.

T hey both did embark in tlie service o f government, and 
the Catholic'privileges have» not been obtained. Mr. Pitt, a«

the
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T he generality o f  Orangemen were indivi- 0range- 
dually adverse to the Union. T h e y  foresaw in men na- 

the absorption o f  their country’s power the final ^ in Ît  
extinction o f  that very monopoly, by which they Union, 

subsisted. The Lord Lieutenant having success­
fully treated with Lord Clare and M r. Beres- 
ford, found himself strong enough to resist the 
exorbitant demands o f M r. Foster, and bad de­
fiance to his powerful opposition to the measure 
o f  Union. T h e  Orangemen came to an under­
standing with the C h ie f  Governor, that pro­
vided they were formally permitted to make 
Protestant ascendancy (in other words, future 
resistance to Catholic concession) not only 
the bond and ostensible test o f  their union, but 
the condition and measure o f  their allegiance, 
they would abstain, as a body, from opposing the 
Union, and so model and moderate the rules 
and regulations o f  their Society, that no up­
right Protestant should in future be shocked 
with the oath o f  extermination, or deterred from 
entering* into their Society by any pledge, ob­
ligation or oath unpalatable to the most tender 
Protestant conscience. In pursuance ot this un­
derstanding, the following advertisement ap­

peared in all the public prints.
•; V . y  t  2 G R A N D

the first minister of the Crown opposed them when brought 
forward. ' Lord Cornwallis never once stood up to support 
them.
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Orange 
advertise­
ment not 
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fere with 
Union.

T o  the Orangemen o f  Ireland.

G R A N D  L O D G E .

D ublin , Jan. 21, 1800.

The Grand Lodge of Ireland observe with 
heartfelt satisfaction, that their former recom­

mendation to their brethren to abstain, as 
Orangemen, from any discussion o f  the question 
o f  Union has had the happiest effects, in as much 

as it has disappointed the sanguine and malig­
nant hopes entertained by the enemies to religion 
and good order, that such discussion would 
be productive o f  discord am ongst Orangemen. 
They now feel it their duty to offer some fur­

ther observations on the present juncture o f  
affairs.

Orangemen in different capacities, as M em ­
bers of Parliament, Grand Jurors, Freeholders 
and Members o f  Corporate Bodies, have op­
portunities ot debating the- important question 
of an Union. But it is the earnest entreaty o f  

the Grand Lodge, that as a Society, they will 
continue silent. For as every Orangeman, how ­
ever zealous, may, and no doubt will from local 

circumstances conceive different ideas o f  the 
subject, the discussion o f  & question o f  such

magnitude



magnitude involving not only great imperial 
topics, but also matters o f  local advantage and 
local disadvantage must unavoidably create a 

division in opinion, and an house divided against 
its e lf  cannot stand . It  is therefore recommended 
to all Orangemen to keep in mind the great ob­
ject, for which they have associated, to wit.

“  W e associate to the utmost o f  our power to 
“  support and defend his M ajesty K in g  G eorge 
“  the Third, the constitution and laws o f  this 
“  country, and the succession to the throne in 
u his M ajesty’s illustrious house being Protes- 
“  tants, for the defence o f  our persons and pro- 
“  perties, and to maintain the peace of our coun- 
“  try : and for these purposes we will be at all 

times ready to assist the civil and military 
“  powers, in the just and lawful discharge o f  
“  their duty,” and to avoid as injurious to the 
institution all controversy upon subjects not 
connected with our principles.

T h o m a s  V e r n e r , Grand Master.
J o h n  C. B e r e s f o r d , Grand Sec.

Shortly before this time the Orangemen, then Newrules 

organized into a very numerous Society, had re- 
vised their statutes and ordinances, and reduced the Socie- 

them into a more plausible a n d  m o re  insidious form.
A s secrecy however was the soul o f  their institu- men.

tion,

1 4 1



14 2

Conclu­
sive ob­
serva­
tion.

tion, these new rules and regulations, by which the 
Society has from that time been governed, though 
printed, were most cautiously kept from the un­
hallowed eye o f  their proscribed neighbours. As 
the subsistence of this Society appears to be an 
ineinoveable obstacle to the permanent peace and 
prosperity o f  Ireland, we have found it a duty 
o f  allegiance to place before the eyes o f  govern­
ment and the public a full and authentic copy o f  
those rules and regulations, by reference to which 
the foregoing details will be fairly considered and 
finally and impartially judged of.

One observation occurs upon the following 
rules and regulations, which without further 
comment we recommend to the sympathetic re­
flection o f  the reader; more particularly so, should 
these sheets chance to fall under the eye o f  any 
gentleman, on whom rests a public duty to 

w atch and preserve the tranquillity and welfare i 
q f  the country.%J

A s  the Orangem an’s oath is expressed and ad­
ministered, it is at common law unlawful, illegal, . 
and even treasonable, and b y  an existing Statute 
felonious. T h e  Author therefore challenges every 
loyal subject, who by having taken it, or other­
wise has obtained more certain knowledge, than 
he has, of the party and other mischievous pur­
poses of their oath and association to come for­

ward



ward and help to the extinction of that traitorous 
conspiracy, which binds its members to a system 

essentially destructive * of the loyalty, peace, con­
cord, prosperity, and stability of the country.

* That the factitious spirit of Orangism still subsists under 
the affected discouragement and veal protection of govern­
ment, is evident from what passed within these last three 
weeks, viz. on the 23d of Marché at the Omagh Assizes. 
Thomas Hogan, a corporal oí' the King’s County Militia, 
was indicted for the murder of four Orange yeomen. He 
was acquitted of the murder, and, by the direction of the 
judge, Mr. Serjeant Moore, found guilty of manslaugh­
ter. About 300 Orange yeomen had assembled, armed andO J *
accoutred at Omagh, to commemorate the battle of Aughrim, 
on the 12th of last August. On the same day, 50 of the King’s 
County Militia, who had volunteered for the army, marched 
into Omagh unarmed from Strabane. Fifty of their comrades 
had for some time occupied the barracks in Omagh. One o f 
the volunteers was insulted by the Yeomen’s forcing off, and 
trampling upon his cap, because it was bound with greèç 
tape, which, though regimental, w*as termed a rebellious co ­
lour by the Orangemen. Much abuse, and a general attack 
of the unarmed volunteers by the dastardly and overbearing 
Orangemen ensued. The volunteers retreated to the barracks, 
and there with their comrades in defending themselves, shot 
the four yeomen, for which their corporal was indicted. 
When it shall please his Majesty to shake off the chains from 
Ireland, and bless her with a governor of sufficient wis­
dom and virtue to root up and utterly dissolve the Orange 
Societies, then, and then only, may she congratulate with 
herself on being released from captivity and tetters. “  Now 
“  I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel., and 
*' hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all 
“  the expectation of the people of the Jews.”  Aets. xii. 1 i.
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The W ork in hand, to which this discussion is the intro­
duction, is intended to be comprized in one volume in  Octavo, 
to be a sequel to The History o f  Ireland , fro m  its Invasion 
under Henry I I .  to its Union with Great B rita in , by the A u­
thor, in two volumes. T he communication of any  important 
and well authenticated document relating to the recent Histo­
ry  of Ireland, made to Mr. Coyne, Capel-street, Dublin, 
will be received with gratitude, and used w ith fidelity by the 
Author.


