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M R ,  S H E R I F F ,

X  R I S E  with a diffidence proceeding  f rom  the  m a g n i tu d e  a n d  awfu lnefs  of 
the f u b j e a ,  not  f r o m  refpeét to the refolut ions I have heard ,  which I  d e e m  
except  onable  in every pa r t  ; a  c i rcumllance  whicn the ü lence  o f  tho ie  who 
br ing  t h e m  fo rw ard  wou ld feem  to acknowledge .  I  implore  your  a t t e n t io n  
whil l l  I del iver fome thoughts  which a re  the frui t  o f  m y  beft  researches,  m y  
honeite ft feel ings,  a n d  the  u n e x ‘ingui(hable  love I I b e a r  this i l l - fa ted c o u n t n .
I  fhal l not  coiifider the l anguage  or g r a m m a r  o f  M r .  Bvrne  s l e t te r— it i*. „ e -  
nearh  the  digni ty  o f  this m ee t ing ,  a n d  this grea t  queil ioî i .  to de fcend  to a n  
al tercat ion with inquifitors o f  w o i d s a n d o n J t d o r s o t  f v n a b . e s .  I  Oia.l en te r  
in to  the fubjef l  a t  l a rge ,  a n d  fpeak to t h e . f c o p e  and ob jef t  of the letter as 
i t  affeds I r e l an d ,  a n d  as  it is the expreffion o t  Cathol ic  hopes  a n d  defires. 
Y o u  will  not  expeft  b r i l l i an t  r em a rk s  and  exqu iü te  deductions o t  rea ioning  
f rom  a m a n  be™ a v i â i m  to the Pope ry l aw , ,  and  dr iven a t  an  ea r ly  pe r iod  
in to  foreign cl imes for proh ibi ted ,  imper fec t  educat ion and fcanty b read ,  i  
(bal l (peak l ike a foldier ,  with candour  a n d  with f rankne ls ,  ye:  with refnedt 
a n d  a f ea r  o f  offending, unnnoved by  (U nder ,  uninfluenced bv any t h i n -  
b u t  t ru th .  T r u t h  is l ibel ,  fa t t ion ,  fedi t ion.  arid t reafon in the eyes o t  tho le  
w ho  live by  its oppofite,  Lut it  is the oivy cr iter ion of  honefty the  only 
batis o f  ja i l ing fet t feraent  to y o u r  coun try ,  a n d  eve,  y lover  o f  it thould u t 
ter  i t  with  courage ,  a n d  hea r  i t  wi th  pa t ience .  1 be long to no p a r 
ty  ; I  a m  an I n l h m a n  ; I ca re  as  l it tle for thofe who are in as for thofe 
w h o  are  out  : I am  the h u m b le ,  b u t  the f in te re  a n d  unbo u g h t  advoca te  
* f  a  w oe-w orn  people .  I  there fore  conjure you  to near  m e ,  a n d  iorgive
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m y  inaccuracies  a n d  inexperience in fpeak ing .  I  know tha t  honored  names 
i l luf lnous  pa tr iot s ,  chara&ers  which I re l and  muft ever  r evere  and  Irve

b ly°w îth  m any  ^ « n e í f e i ^ n Í T h * *  v o n Z  'p ÍT ndp le  o / ' p r o í  > '  

ïVrelanide -P ï k ? o  r t r °”  1 ' °  b '  f.he beil and  enl ightened f r i e ^ ' o f

r £ccounk b ï t ' r "  fc

t n e  profperi^v a n d  f i m e  o f  v the t'reti,t  > " d  confiftencv o f  Pro te f tan t l fm,  for 
to ed > P u y !  m  7 ° " '  country,  tha t  Britifn privi leges fliould be ref-

? s t £ r “£ ; 5 S 5 3 ,,s
S & Z 5 »  1 ' ^ M s a s x s S r a  s r ®  s r

a r e  free.’ T a x e d  w i t l í o ' . ^ h e ^ 0 '11' 01''?- '* " ^ ' u " 0' he  con tended  the Catholics 
t r ied b v  their  fu -h p  ' h  a  2’ f e d » bound without  thei r  confent ,  a n d
is the  v e r í  defeftm^n o f  f l n i ' v " e a n d  not  bv their  peers,  their  fuuat ion

fleer ing l iberal i ty  which m a /  pW TlÍ w i ^ l L ’f a T ío n  0 ^ ^  “ " 08,  bUt 3

b e 1 em an c ip a ted ' ^ e c a u f V Í '  n ° " ° r ° f  ? '*  1 ™  CrOW" ’ * » '  C w hoB c. f to u ld

V f*  f V ^ > b-  —  « ï «
m o n  law o f  E n gland  and  ' t he ,  " V n £ rant rd,  the Iriih thp c0’" -  
ance o f  it. T h e v  i n ’ iuftice K g ,i,tcfu lh  received and fwore to the obferv-
Head o f  this ,  eve rv  m e  !  ,, h ' r ' r '  í  the be,,ffiî  o f rthat  law
lence enforce were * jCQU lnvent . avarice fuggeft, or vio-
aborigines o f  *he if!/* W ul u °  P und*r  aild deiiroy the brave and fimple 
rn «bey,  and  who d u *  ° f  Lheir K i n gs - " honi  rhe>’ h l d
or ra ther  prefidrd over rhefe ” lftaJ, t  were bound to p r o t ê t  th e m ,  flumbered 
D av  ic fa vs r o S t  ♦ 0r ,truageS UP™ human ™ ture’ Sir John 
E a u l i ^ n  m i g h t c / " e Æ >  n lh-  P ro -e£»ion o f  the law.  fo , ha t  any 
was cerrainlv nnrt^fT ■ r  P01‘* or murder  them with impunity .  Sir John 
" O f t E n g  W n  f w h ^ v e ' t t e r  ™d had nfore  honeftv - ih , , ’
ver  he « “ a K .  , T .  hleiTed us with their  prefence in this ifland :
throw rhe whole "V*a / 'J'7/a”' /s a f oe tn freec/om, and wifhed to
P h r a f  J ’the"*01: , » ! ? '  £  &
m e r a b i e  v i l l a i n * * ' m  •»,* * * V i - V i ?  1er t i e r s  w e r e  cjuilrv o f  n m u .
t i e s  f h o u l d  b e I m ^  n r  y e t  t h e y  w i f h e d  n o t  t b a t  t h e i r  e n m i -
a n i m o f i t y i î t C n T u 1*n i  % ™ e r t , e r s » b u t  f o u g h t  a t  l a d  to b u r y  a!! 
r a t i o n .  W h a r  d i d  t h e  F m * l i i h  ïr>fh K’ r r n o P J  ° f  a  f inal  c o a l i t i o n  a n d  m c o r p o -  
p i e n r  i n c c r D o r a r i n n  a í  K m *  o f  t h e  d  ? A I a r m e d  a t  th i s

: t  z :K :L b:? c {L h:}dr to ;her op,e’ ,he d,f-vive the dvino- V . r  , CJ i rence» to counteraû it, and to re-
tutes o f  Kilkermv in** ° |CIV n li°k p  Prince patted the famous ita- 
th a t  once Í  Z ’J e  I T ' P  T bV E n * !a? d . fbe il ,ves of  England, 
fon^ o f  Freiand fm  ' I  t  °  f j ar ever,a^ lnS hoitiliry, which divided the 
to (hi .  very o a V T h ^ r  ^vZ ï'c  1,,bliifed în one horrid fhape or o-her
c a m e  the L e r m i n  ^ ^ '< > > , . ^ ” 1^5 inf l amed by  thole  diabolical  laws, be -  
en ter s  t o E i S  n  fl! i f  v; n H»anCe a n d  ha t red ,  and  (he bafe  p.-o- 

Engbf t i  pdffions. 1 he p ro fenbed  nat ives were dr iven  into rebel lion,

*  M r .  O g le .
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a r d  then diTpofleiTed o f  t h r i r  proper ty  for  the unavo idab le  effect* o f  the  c r im es  
o f  their  oppreff>rs. Y ou  fee Í feel Ji ' t le propenfity to canonize  the vices a n d  
roliies ot  m v  anceftors,  l ike fom e  nobler Lords ,  *  who m ig h t  jui l i fy  the  n  a f-  
1aere  of  St. Bar tholomew's  d a v  and  the fires o f  Smith f is ld  upon the f am e  filly 
p im c ip le  o f  Ti ii laken p r ide .  N e a r  four  hund red  \ e a r s  p  l ied a w a y ,  d u r ing  
tiiis dread fui fcene of mife ry ,  rapine ,  and  blood, in all  which per iod ,  eve ry  
virtue was invoked ,  w hi lit every c r im e  was p e rpe t ra ted .  T h e  fword o f  v\nr 
was at length fheathed a n d  the fword of jui i ice  c o m m e n c e d  the work o f  e x t e r 
m in a t io n .  _ 1 he i£ng!ifn now ava led themfe lves  of  eve ry chicanery o f  ]?. w to 
oult the nat ives  f rom  their  r e m a in i n g  U nds .  T h e y  did this without  dange r  
tor tney d id  it with f raud ,  by the fafe a n d  b lo o d ie d  m e th o d s  o f  f ia tn 'ab ie  
P.,un^ r* !? f^ele iniqui tous proceeding? they were fan&ioned b.y their  K ing  
the K i n g  o f  i r e i a n d  Î T h i s  R c v a l  m ifc rean t  eonffeared  fix e n ' n e  counties  
jm t ro u t  having  found or looked for an  ev idence  o f  gu i l t ,  whilft he  boa fled 
his defcenr  f rom the anc ie n t  inhab i tan t s  whom he fpoiled.  Subfcouen t  kinns 
i a \ e  not  been lefs fa i th lefs  to I r e l an d .  T h e  infmcerity a n d  n  rannv  o f  the  
Dot ted  m a r t y r  the profligacy a n d  ing ra t i tude  o f  Char le s  the Second— the 
.oiy imposition.' the  coward ice and b îgo t iy  of J a m e s  have been ail  f-ciually 

t a t a l  to—all equa l ly  level led againi t  I r e i an d .  Y our  glorious Del iverer ' s  om*n 
a n d  avov.ed i i .ppreuion o f  our na t ive  a n d  favouri te  rnanuia&tu  e wi;i be no 
recom m enda t ion  to any  body who is a lover  o f  [reKind. i hat  he confirmed  
}ou  in your  e itates,  is par t ly  t rue : but  it is m uch  m ore  t rue,  t h a t  you d e a r ly  
bought  that  advan ta ge  by the fc.cnfi e o f  the independence,  t rade ,  c o m m e r c e ,  
m anufac tu res ,  p ro lpe i i ty ,  and  n a m e  o f  your  country.  H e  drove  a D u t c h  
b a r g a i n  with you, and y o u  b a r t e re d  your  f reedom for  a pa l t ry  confidera -  
10R. Y o u  and the Cathol ics fince have  been fet a t  va ru r . ee ,  in  o rde r  to 

govern  you wi th  a  m ore  eafy iniqui ty ,  con tra ry  to  the du ty  a n d  honor  o f  
your  K m g s — -he io le m n  fai th o f  t reaties  has  been  violated by the Houfe  of
H anove r ,  in the iff of  George  the Second ,  by which the Cathol ics  were d r -
E f j  u V ele£ ,ve franchife ,  their  una l i enab le  r i g h t - t h e  pr ice  o f  their  
blood—the honorab le  condit ion o f  their capitulat ion at  L im e r ic k  1 the re -  
to re  l ay ,  it  is for  the honor o f  the Iriili C ro w n ,  tha t  K i n g  George  the 'I bird 
U-.ould repa ir  the wrongs o f  his predecetfors to a loyal  a n d  un fo r tuna te  race : 
r o r t h o u g h  he is not  the or ig inaj  au thor  o f  thefe  wrongs,  y e t  as  the K i n g  
neve r  dies ,  he is in fome  degree  chargeab le  with the wrongs con t inued unde r  

i go v e rn m e n t ,  a n d  i tands accountab le  in his reputa t ion for the  evil he is a t  
no  pams to p reven t .  T h e  rec om m e nda t ion  o f  ; his iare a& o f  juii ice  f io m  the  
i n r o n e ,  will b ecom e  h i m  full  as well  as  the r ec o m m e n d a t io n  o f  Chas te r  

bchools : he  fhould a t  lait r em e m b e r ,  tha t  a l legiance  and  prote&ion are rec ip ro 
cal : he  ihould bear  in m in d ,  that  he no longer  deferves  to be a  K i n g ,  w h o f v f -  
t em ati ca l ly  ceafes to be j ui l  to mil l ions of bis fubje&s.

T h e c r e d i r o f  Pro te f lan t i fm  and  its conii ilency is equal ly  invo lved in  this  g r e a t  
queltion o f  Cathol ic  E m a n c ip a t io n .  T h e  Prote i lants  a b a n d o n e d  the R o m a n  
c a th o l i c  Rel ig ion for  one f u n d a m e n ta l  leafon amongf t  others  : becaufe they 
pronounced its followers to be perfecutors upon pr inc ip le ,  a n d  to w a n t  c ha r i ty ,  
tha t  g rand  d t f i d e ra tu m  m I reland ,  without  which religion i r fe l f is  r a the r  a curie  
than a b i l l i n g .  1 hey frould now abandon  the Promettant rel igion for  the f am e  
real  on, i t  they are t rue to their  or iginal pr inciples:  for  the Protei lants  o f  I re l and  
have Deen per lecutors— unrelcnt ing,  inquifitorial perfecutors ,  for  u p w a r d s o f i o o  
years.  13ut trie lpir it  o f  ne i ther  religion is perfecu t ion—b a d  prielis, bad mini i lers ,  
r í r  Pa r ' ,a.ments  a n d bad kings have perver ted theur inc ip le s  o f  both,  for  the p u r 
pose of fixing a  lawlefs yoke on ihe necks of their  fe l low-creatures .  S«nât?'s no- 
m ini bus rapere im perium , has been their  m a x i m . — Good Protef tants  and good 
P Ü Ï 0 ; i laVC eVCr £eProj;)a^ d  thefe fan&ified iniqui ties.  T h e  worrhv Card ina l  
rjtjip.* ’’ reiSn ° f j h e  fciiiguinary Qtieen M a r y ,  though a Cathol ic  upon pr in-

p , e com m ended  1 o l e r a t i o n -, Bifhop G a r d in e r ,  though ready to confo rm to
the a l nteA ? lhat  Per,ecurion was lawful .  T h e  hiitory o f
that  fn ^  r  Í  ? r'u el,? ,0" Sr lnconrrovert ibly proves the t ru th  o f
T h e  n " il T i ° oisL; tha t  v%hat ,s be l t> when corrupted, becomes worlL—r
r iU  , purer , ^ e W°  P ,he m ore  a b o m i n a b le  has been the perfeeut ion it gave 
p  V ? ’ a " d t n e .more  corrupt the moral i iy  pr*&ifed in its n a m e .  T h e  n a m e  o f  
God has been the watch-word for the abom ina t ions  o f  m a n . - T h e  rel igion o f
religion o 7 r h n r e ?  and  difpofition d e t e i i a b l e : - t h e

& the anc ien t  E gyp t ia n s  was ab fu rd  a n d  impious— their  m a n n e r s  a n d

*  Lords Ennifki l len and  A ldborough .
^  'Á g o v e r n m e n t



g o v e rn m e n t  w e re  the  glory o f  h u m a n i ty  a n d  model  o f  nation*. T h e  f a m e  
m o r a l  m if ch ie f  I h a v e  d e ic n b e d  amongf t  the J e w s  m uil  unquefl ionabiy ^ p r o 
du c e d  a ga in ,  w hen  m o r e  t rult is repofed in  fa i th  than in chari ty ; in pr'ofeflion. 
t h a n  good  works. 1  he knave  profel les any  th ing— the honeii  m a n  o r a & c e s  
wi thou t  proiei i ion—a poet,  who knew m a n  a n d  w om a n  wel l ,  writes  :

W h o e v e r ’s fai th is than his  neighbour 's  m ore ,
I f  m a n ,  believe hiífi rogue . - -----

Y o u r  popery  Jaws engender  and p ropaga te  this evil w r h  a foul encreafe .— T hey 
P utV ^ . â el,ef. ' n. rC ®.tlhoJ ,cs, which being l u n n l e f s ,  fhould be allowed without  
if*111 j o f  d i fab ib t .e s ,  a n d  they condemn principles  which Cathol ics have  

i n j u r e d  m words,  a n d  < ver proved to be faife charges  by their a l l ions .  You 
give  the r e u a r d  ot honei ly,  loyal ty ,  and  pâ tr io f i fm— I m ean  the r ight  o f  cili- 
z e n i lu p — to oaths ,  to nuga tory dec la ra t ions  a n d  abjuratiorrs .  F  ;r a bare  r e 
canta t ion of the  fai th of  his fa thers ,  and  hard  Ant i-chr i f l isn f  wearing,  puts your  
C a tho l i c  ne ig hbour  in l lant ly  upon a footing with yourfelf,  whi ' ft  all t^e  virtues 
which Chrii t  or  Socrates ever taught  or pra&ifed. would leave h im  a (live with- 

.  D o  you  not  da i ly  fee the  e f f e f l o f t h t l e  l a w s ?  Does  it not require  g rea t
j o r a t u d e  m  an honeil  m a n  to become a  convert ,  and  exp ,fe h i m i c l f  to the ob -  
oquy  and lufp cion o f  both par t ies  ? A r e  no t  the general i ty  of thofe who apof-  

t a t ize  to your  rel igion the baft-il o f  m an k in d  ? I)o they nor il mderoufiy abufe 
a n d  r a n c o ’.oufiy perfecute  ihe  wretches they have forfaken ? A n d  ye t ,  thofe 
c rea tu res  a re  care l ied and  courted,  w hi lit honeit  Cathol ics  are defpifed a n d  
t r a m p l e d  on . 1 hu* your  laws becom e  a p r e m i u m  to vice—a p e n a b y  upon
vir tue.  J u d g e  tnen ,  tf the cont inua t ion o f  this vile fyitenj can do credi t  to the 
1 rote i tant  rel igion.  N o  Î-—it takes  f ro m  you a t  once all pietenfions to Protef-  
t a n t i l m  a n d  Cnr i in amiy .

I t  is equa l ly  f a t a l  to the prosper i ty  a n d  f am e  o f  your  country in every pa r t i 
c u la r .  i t  has been t ruly faid,  thatoppref f ion  is a (m othered  w ar fa re :  it  a n n i 
h i la tes  tne peace a n d  comfort  of  fociety C a n  the P r o t e i h n t  elteerr. the C a 
thol ic  he  d oom s  ro flaverv ? C a n  the  Ca thol ic  '.ove his cpprel lbr  ? T h * y  are 
both  hypocri t es  i f  thev p re tend  to it. '1 hey  mull  in the prc-fent f i a ^  o f  t i l ings 
molt  inev i tab ly  hate  a n d  fear  one another ,  i t  is the law o f  nature,  which laughs 
to icorn tne u n n a tu r a l  init itutiol is o f  m a n ,  and  what  can vou exne i t  f rom  fuch a  
i itua = ion ? Does no t  the t ranqui l l i ty  o f  your country hang  bv a ‘th read  and  a re  
you  it » 11 d e te r m in e d  to leave it in this fever i ih t remulous  ex igence  ? You have 
been b red  in a c o n te m p t  for Catholics ,  a  c on te m p t  or iginally inüi l led by your 
cppret lor s ,  the b n g h i h ,  and  which they a re  bv no menus  fpar ing  o f  to your-  
U-kes.  A n d  in d ee d  none  o f  us have  been totally w ronged  by our  kind and a t -  
f e t t io n a te  filler ; for  we have  not  rcfpe&ed ourfelves.  A m e r i c a  has refpef ted 
he»jclt,  a n d  there fore  ihe is r efpc&ed.  She. has perfo rmed a veiy arduous tafk: 
Ihe has taugh t  E n g ' i f t i m m  m anners .  Hut the Engiifli  have g r o f l y  deceived 
vou  m  their  de fenp t ion  o f  your  coun t rym en .  T h e y  have refufed t h e m  credit  
fo r  every good q u a l i ' y , a n d  f i x e 1, the i l i cm a  o f  every bad one  upon tlaem. T h e v  
have  den ied  t h e m c o u r a g e a n d  u n d e m a n d i n g ,  tha t th ey  might  perfuade them  a n d  
the  wor ld tha t  they had  ne i ther  fenfe to pe. ceive, n o r ip i r i r  to afTert their rights .  
E u t  I rell you aga in ,  they h a \ e  grofsiy deceived you.  T h e r e  is not in Europe  a  
nob ie r  pe n fa n t ry  than  the peafant ry  o f  I rr l and ,  the g r e a t  body of  the people 
you have  enfla ved.  T h e  Engl ifh began  their  fvflem o f  ca lum ny  aga ini l  the 
I r i i h ,  not  before  they began  to defpoi l them . H a d  they reported them as an 
lnno  ent  people ,  they would have  w an ted  a pretex t  for their  undoing. \  ou 
■will find the p r o o f  o f  tins in the venerab le  Bede,  who loads t h em  with the 
higheft  praife,  a n d  the lying Giraldus  Cam brenf is ,  who covers them with foul 
r ep roa c h .  S i r  J o h n  Da vis acknowledges  this race o f  m e n  to be  endued  with 
ex t rao rd ina ry  abi l i t ies  o f  m i n d  and  b o d y ;  and that  there is i o  people under  
H e a v e n  who love «-qnal a n d  indifferent  jult ice  bet ter  than the Irifh. T h e  e n -  i 
l igh tened  D o l o r s  Y o u n g  a n d  Cam pbe l l  do th em  the fam e  juflice. T h e  i m -  ) 
m o r t a l  Swif t ,  in a po i lhumous  work which has lately appeared ,  declares  t h a t  ; 
t h e  c o m m o n  Ir i fh  who underf land  Engl i fh ,  have  a much bet t er  talte for reafon 
a n d  rai l lery,  than  the  Engl i fh  o f  the f a m e  defcr ipt ion.  Lord  Chel terf is ld  a n d  
A d a m  S m i th  call  t h e m  the moft  ab le -bod ie d  and  h a n d fo m e  m e n  in Europe.  
C a m d e n  tefiifies, tha t  they are  incredib ly  a&ive,  ingenious a n d  warl ike.  Bri-  
tifh ad ju t a n ts  in fo rm  you tha t  they  a re  m a d e  foldiers fooner than  any fubjedls 
i n  the three k ingdom s  ; and  A m e r i c a ,  H indoftan  and  Europe  bear  witneis  to 
the  a rd o r  a n d  f irmnefs  o f  their  courage.  See then  the ga l lant  r ace o f  m en  you

have
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h a , e  «j, govern ,  and1 refie*1 h o w y o u  h a v e  ^

Bere f t  by " w  oF a  I S  e ^ r v i f i m u l u . ,  to indu ft ry ,  p rec luded  f « m e d u « U o , > .  
fo reign a n d  f rom  Conjugal  c o n n e x io n  with «he»

bey o n d  tha t  neceffity,  C ^ o u V e r i ^ h i  prophet ic  'obfer va-
î - r  ° t ’3 S  of  Spà'rta was overthro . „  by a , . "ear thquake the  H e l o t .
furveyed  the vifi tat ion with r ap ture ,  a n d  redoubled  the horrors o f  the

Som e  of ihem  are  t ieht ing the ba t t les  o f  fo reign  kings,  be in g  incapac i t a ted  even  
f rom  DYI NG for  the ir  o wn .  1 heir  fad
the  clowns o f  y o u r  country a n d  beM :jrs o f ^ r  reets 1 h«y «I» »o  1 ^  t o
power  -, they  alk but leave to live. 1. he Ca thol ic s  nave g bet t er  fecu-
rity which the m od  fo lem n  dec lara t ions  can give : you have a mu.  h  bette ,  l çcu 
r i ty in their  uni form d e m e a n o r ,  a n d  Hill a be t t e r  in thei r  m te re f t ,  tha t  u u e re t t

W h i c h  l ike the fwords o f  k ings  
Is  the  laft reafon o f  a l l  things.

I t  is the interef t of  every honeft  and i n d e p e n d e n t  m in d  in  I r e l a n d ,  t h a t  the 
fmothered  war fa re  o f  opprefl ion mould  t e a f e ,  that  the feel ings,  the prejudices ,  
thepa f f ions ,  the facul ties o f  a l l  ihould be_ col lef led into one  c o m m o n  1f o c u . M  
cheer ,  r e a n i m a t e  a n d  i l lum ine  this aggrieved ,  p j l f ie d ,  a n d  long b e n ^  
country.  H a v e  you not  had  enough  o f  vengeance a n d  pet ty  d t fp i c a b l e  mo. .o-  
polv,  a n d  a re  you «ill refolded to per(ll) in it even at  the expence  o f  your  OMt 
wel l -being and  honor  ? Is  not your  country a  prey to foreigners  t h m u g h  the  . m -  
beci l i ty  entai led  upon  it, by e m a fcu la t ing  fonr- f i f th sof  y o u r  people  . W e re  the 
provifoes, i n d u lg e n c e s ,  and  m o r t m a i n s  o f  Popery  in any  degree  fo’ 
as the ruin a n d  ignom iny  o f  Engl i ih  inf luence? Impottors  de lude  you,  vv hi HI 
they are p r a é t i f i ng  ancient  villainies under  ne w  names.  Does  no t  this *"flue*£e 
y e a r l y  dra in  you  o f  two-thirds  o f  your  whole r e v e n u e ?  Does it  no ' . ( f " d
ferv ing viceroys to  ru le  over  you to the  degrada t ion o f  your  own nobi l i ty ,  m a n y  
o f  whom were  known in Europe long  before  the  g rea t  m a j o r ity o f  
Eng l i ih  nobi li ty h a d  c rawled  f ro m  their  original obfeun ty  ? Does i t  not  a  j«a r-  
ter  the infignificant followers o f  thofe infigmficant  viceroys the buttoon 
panders ,  and parafites o f  a  corrup ted court ,  the tr a ( h a n d  refufe  o f  ano  t 
l and upon the mol t  productive Ipots o f  your  ifland ? ® ? c* 
nioft  unprincipled a n d  ihamelefs  poh/ ic ians  to the very high eft ftation , a n d  
for  wha t  ? for revi l ing your  country  a n d  den y in g  its independence .
H a s  i t  not  m a d e  you a  bye-w ord  amongf t  na t ions ,  a n d  the ver} found o f  
your  n a m e  a  fubje f t  o f  l a u g h t e r ?  A r e  not  your  mines  unexplored your  
fifheries negle f ted,  your t rade  and  c o m m e rc e  r e l i n k e d  youi maKufa&ure.  
unprotef ted,  your  lands un improved,  your  country denuded  o f  its wood a n a  
(horn o f  its beauty a n d  m eans  o f  nava l  ftreiigth, n a y ,  your  ver> characler d e -  
ba fed through tins inf luence?  W h e n c e  the w a n t  o f  e m p .o y m e n t  in I r e l a n d ,  
whence the rack-rents  o f  abíen tees ,  whence the fqual id  appearances  a n d  conco
m i tan t s  of poverty ? W h e n c e  the wander ings  o f  your  people to every corner o 
the ear th ,  the a l a rm in g  emigra t ions  o f  no r th e rn  nKluüry to A m e n c a  f  fou - 
ern hardihood to E ng la nd ,  F rance  and Spa in  to  the  La f t l and  to the V,< ti\ 
Whei.ce ,  I fay,  does all this proceed,  but  f  o m  the wide wafting peft i .ent ia l  in
fluence of Eng land  ? E v e n  now it is c landeft inely a im in g  a t  the o f
your  p a r l i a m e n t  and your  lately recovered n a m e .  I m y ie i f  hea rd  the M a iq u i

*  I f  fuch a  m a n  as I  have he re  pour t raved ,  had no t  ca rr ied  the audacious 
impur i t i es  o f  the fenate  to the j u d g m e n t  f ea t ,  but  a d m n n f t ^ e d  l aw in juitice 
and  in mercy  as be came his grea t  abil it ies,  the circumltance fhould be a  d raw  
back on the detef ta t ion o f  his coun trymen ,  it  fliould take  but  l it tle f rom  the d i f -  
truft of the char  after .  Nemo unquam n v p tn u m fla g ttw  quaJiUm bonp a j  tibui e x -  
ercuit. 0 f



o f  Pcm nfb ï r*  exprefs  his a rden t  wifti for a u n W i n  th<- H 0uC- n f  T„  A • 
i' .nghiwd ! I re land appear? loofened from irs iourtdafions t v  rhit  fnfl °*
floats at the breath o f  every bold and f iaghious V t M  u n Æ  ? " A
to d e f a m e  a n d  to devour  ir. S h e m i i r h r m n f t  h - m ' i u  ’ ■t a Ker, who is <ent
b>e Her p . -p , l .« i 0 „ W„ e  , l e  „h0:  T n h t e  f K S  
ties ot h e » v e „  P m  your  Draconian laws a g a in »  Popery t h l  L  / h f ^  l " '  
unacknow ledged  of t-pr ing o f  the Influence I h a v e  been’ d e f c r i b U  h «  
her native down to a degre e o f  wretched,Kfs  no t  to be equalled h* -h " ° . m  
eonefs  of flave or f r e e m a n  in any q u a r t e r  o f  the e lobe  ■ ? h e l  K ^ w retch- 
c oun t /y  tlie melancho ly  pi e -e m in e n c e  amnnaf l  » * * r i  a ve  £ lven V0l,r 
m i  1er v But (h .  has bcJne h e T ' a d v e r f u i T w  h /  * 1 * *  '*
your  Oars’, t h a t  the fuie ,de pr inciple of rhofe laws lVa' n o ^ ’ , n  T  m a >r. : hank  
r l i e l p n i t  o f  your  people.  I f  jt had  v o u l  1  ,  t t l )r  e taa ,cared
- c m  H  id they Vlood a lo o f  in t i e  day  o f  ” n a ,  o r Z  i ^ L "  V“ in f ° r í r s é '  
h a a  they not  lifteiif-d to the d iéh te s  ô f  rf-^îr r! ■ , -vour  enemies ,
- s a m p l e  i„ wounding  them fe lves th rouV h  Z l  t ' T V ' -  but  íol!ovved vour 
b een  «i ll  in bondage*  l 'r T  d i fd a i „ T d g, h I  ; n ^  T " " * '  v o u ^
the*r lives and iheir  for tunes Tor your  f reedom  ft'or!0“ b c x ’ m P*e » fhey  pledged 
hold t h e m  in c h a in , ;  1 hey  a re  Í  c o n a u e r e T n  n I Y° U fP U B 6 i  V n u . î ‘ to

ifiand : for nine tenths  o f  t h e m  a re  d e f e n d a n t s  o f  thnf  r  ^  1,1 this
the country bv fraud and bv force frn™ fh .  • i ï  Engl if li  who firft won
fathe rs  a re  your  b e n e f a « a 7 s a n d ^ T n r e K u T  ^  ^
t rovers  ; for  f i n e r y  is the  d e f W > i o n  o f  the peop le '  t u V h ü T " ' ! ! *  ^  '  d e f -
j 1 y ° urs . 19 >' decorous ,0 talk o f  their  i n ^ a Z  1 > »  w " *  r  “ n d u a
decorous to re tr ieve the honor  vo.. h v l u f  1,1 ,r r o t  be more
to  in t im ida te  you into a  com pl iance  wi h ° “' u  7 V° U fay the>’ W8" ‘
allert ion is falfified by the f a d  T h e v  . r he,r hunabU- Applicat ions.  T h e
pray ing for  a  ihare  o f  that  f reedom  they 3 f t M 'on to Pa r i i amenr
™ake  the compliance o f  u a r i ; am e ,n  the* c o n ^  ' ?  T n e >' d ' d
bave  evinced the cont ra ry bv the u n v a r i  a t <- ■ all{,£ 'ance  : they
- i , f e d  1,1 no veiy «avtermg m a n Z  c'M - %  « * * *
•heir  enemies  have not  ga ined  their  noint  • the^’ h 30 " ’. ancl indigni ty ,  
v io lence:  they have remained  una l t e red i n ' t h e I  7 " ° l  tn  them 
a n d  obedience to the law —  A b r a v e  r  • loyal ty,  thei r  love o f  order
v^tes iliele de fence .e ls d t i z e n ,  to J « w  T e ”  u I T  °J ^
to Heaven.  T liele npprell. d V S and :ral te thc11' appeal
«ould  oiIiy draw t h e n , ^  aefe,,  "  "  the V i ’n V * '  ^  ^  ^ e y
, rs have fo dem eaned  t h e m f d v e ,  i, ^ ! * a.“ ^ co“ ,Ur>'- T h e y  aixi their 

this great officer iuav  tee as well d i fn i f  A ' sk  v,cl!,!rude ° f  fortune.  I  v\ifn
n^ock a t  the unío ^ 1’̂  m an ,  u h o  can rh!"
twriuied genera t ion ! F ' nj j lejy into (he agon jzm g  bo iom or  a

«■> " 1  reafon and c o n tm d i"  p / r ^ S * ProP°fition u n f o l d .

■ ' , ai1— m e f ivj 'ge  a n d  the barbar ian feels ir f  t au8h t  by na -
as the P ^ ’lolopher.  T h e  liber tv ní  L' i ^3cr«'i ímpufles  as com-  

of  G e m  a-, y. V e  k ,” ,w , h ,  . | ,  G  „ “  g l l " d 0 >V ' ^  m the « o ^ s

hv ' h> ' ^  in c o m ™ ; 1 s * r r h 5 > v  '■, r d  race- ^
ic e  n i  * I*- an  as z e a l °U'  a l ler tors  of t h - i r  ,, i iJarDar> » ^  w e re

z f é
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^ o a  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  Je a u i i n «



the  a £ s  o f  w i fdom ,  juft ice,  h u m a n i ty  a n d  for t i tude  which d i f l înp i î f t i  a  n e i g h 
bour ing  g e n t l e m a n ,  and  r e c o m m e n d  h i m  to  not ice  a t  a n  e îeéhon ,  a s  a  P r o -  
te t tan t  : or  do  the m ag ic  fyl l ab les  o f  Prote f tant i fm  beflow f e n f e a n d  fenfibi l i ty ,  
whilft  t h e  execra ted n a m e  o f  Papi l t  bereaves  its u n h a p p y  o w n e r  o f  every o r 
gan  of  feel ing  a n d  u n d e m a n d i n g  ? A w a y  wi t h  fuch  foo le r ie s !  W e r e  «heir 
abfu rd i ty  not  loii in  the im m enf i ty  o f  thei r  mifchie f ,  t hey  would  be  as  c o n 
t e m p t i b l e  as the d r e a m s  o f  dora»d>. I f  your  execrab le  law s  h a d  unfit ted the  
Ca thol ic  for f r e e d o m ,  f r e e dom  only could rec rea te  t h a t  m< ral a n d  polit ical 
fitnefs your  laws had done  away .  Slavery  is the  wori t  o f  all  poí l ible  Ichools 
to teach the  pr inc iples  o f  l iber ty  : you would no t  m a n a c l e  the  l im b s  o f  the  
m a n  vou would e na b le  ' o  Hart in tne r a c e !  Be no t  a f r a id  o f  ove rpow ering  
ihe  t ende r  opt ics  o f  vour  b re th ren  with the new l igh t  o f  l iber ty  : the  eag le -e ye  
o f  na tu re  looks Headi ly a t  the fun o f  l iber ty  in every i tage a n d  every cond i t ion  
o f  this m a n y  coloured a n d  w ea r ied  life;

I t  is alfo fa id  the Ca tho l i c  c o m m i t t e e  *  is an u n la w fu l  m e e t ing .  T h o f e  
who fay fo, do  not  unde r f t and  the  law', or  m i f in t e rp r e t  it wi th  an  evil i n t e n t .  
N o  m e e t in g  is un lawfu l  which is peaceab ly  m e t  for a l awfu l  pu rpo íe ,  w h e t h e r  
the  m o d e  o f  m ee t in g  be bo ' r ow ed  f ro m  Con i tan t inop le  o t  Par is ,  w he the r  
f rom  the e m p i r e  o f  S lavery  or  the  f ea t  o f  D em ocracy .  '1 he Cathol ic  c o m 
m i t t e e  is no t  acknowledged  by the l aw,  tn tidsm  verbis, bu t  every  th in g  is a l 
lowed by the l aw ,  which is a  qu iet  a i fe r t ion  o f  r igh t ,  a n d  hur ts  n o  m a n .  
N o w  the o b j e d  o f  this  m e e t in g  is nor as has  been fooli fhly o r  mal iciout ly  
fa id ,  to  consol idate the power  o f  the. Ca thol ics ,  b u t  to  a fce r ta in  thei r  u t te r  
im po tence  to protef t  them fe lves ,  to concen tra te  the ir  miser ies  a n d  the i r  tears ,  
to lay t h em  at  the  foot o f  the throne ,  to fuppi icate  p a r l i a m e n t  to g ive  f ree 
d o m ,  c on i tque nce ,  a n d  un ion  to  I r e l an d .  T h e y  hope it is no offence fo 
w i f h ' to  add  digni ty ,  l l rength ,  a n d  l iabi l i ty  to  the i r  c oun t ry ,  a n d  they  a i e  
fure pe t i t i on ing  is l awful .— T h e  Catholics,  labour  u n d e r  g r ievances  a n d  there  
are  two ways  o f  r em ov ing  th em .  T h e  one  is by w ar  ; the  o ther  by pe-.ee., 
T h e v  feek  no t  r e l i e f  th rough  the c a lam i t ie s  o f  w a r :  they  a-lore the i r  coun
try.  " T h e y  def ire  tha t  peace  m a y  be the h a r b i n g e r  of  rheir  f r e e d o m .  I h a t  
peace can be preferved by no be t t e r  m e a n s ,  t h a n  by qu ie t ly  a tTembling a n d  
h u m b ly  p ropohng  thei r  gr ievances to the  confiderat :on  o f  the  lep j lU ture ,  
T h e  legi ilature m a y  refufe  g r an t ing  the p r a y e r  o f  their  pe t i t ion,  b u t  they 
have no r igh t  to f pum  the begg ing ,  prof t ra te ,  and obe d ie n t  f u b j e d  f ro m  theis 
door .—  Vou are a n g ry  w i th  thefe m ife ra b le  pe op le  for  d a t i n g  t h e i r  n u m b e r s  
a t  three m i l l i o n s :  Y o u  a re  then  a n g r y ,  t h a t  they  were b o r n !  Y o u  a :e  
then angry  tha t  they t r e a d  the ear th ,  b r ea th e  the  a ir ,  or furvey the  H e a v e n .  
Bv tha t  H e a v e n  I con jure  you to d i im ifs  tho le  de a d ly  fen t im en ts  o f  fhodking 
uncha r i ta b lene i s  f rom  your  o t h e r s i f e  g e n e io u s  hea r t s ,  a n d  d a r e  to  have  the 
m a g n a n i m i ty  to forgive  thofe you have lo  deep ly  a n d  fo cruel ly  in jured .  B e  
u n i te d ,  be l r i i h m e n ,  be free.

I h e a r  a  grea t  dea l  o f  the  favours  a l r e ad y  confe r red  u p o n  Ca tho l i cs ,  a n d  
tha t  the ir  em anc ip a t io n  fhould be g radua l .—  i h e  Cathol ics  a re  a  g r a t e fu l  
peop le ,  but the faih ion o f  the day a n d  your  o w n  exigencies  gave  t h e m  moft  
o f  v\hat they have got ,  a n d  your  l iberal i ty  wears  too m uch  the  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
felfifhnefs to enti t le  you to m uch  gra t i tude .  Recol!e<5f t h a t  ?ou  only la te iy  
fet vour  ha nd  to a  very par t ia l  ref torat ion o f  the ir  rights,  a n d  that  thofe 
of grace were  a c com pa n ie d  wi th no f m a l l  th a r e  o f  re luc tance ,  no  fm a l l  por
t ion of  con tem pt .  By giving  the Cathol ics  t h e  power  o f  purchal ing l a n d ,  
vou converted a  flux, monied p roper ty ,  w h k h  m i g h t  be em p loyed  agaiuf t  
vou, in to  an  im m o v ea b le  plec’ge for their  a b id i n g  by your  fate,  a n d  b i n d in g  
"their own chains  the  f i t t e r  ; a n d  by w i thho ld ing  the elect ive franchise  f r o m  
t h e m ,  vou refufe  t h e m  the  ihield bv which they m i g h t  protect  their  ne w  
acquifuion.  So tha t  the p r iv i lege  you  ra te  fo h igh ,  m a k e s  t h e m  bu t  the

*  P o i W i fv will  honour  the m em o r ie s  o f  rhofe p ru d e n t  a n d  u n d a u n t e d  ci 
tizen* o f  Dublin,  who, uniha ken by the lece lhon  o f  the-r deceived  fe i low - fu f -  
i e r e r s , '  brought  thofe very m e n  back to  their  opinion by the  i r r eh ihb le  force 
o f t r u t h ,  a n a  call the founda t ion  o f  Ca thol ic  em anc ipa t ion  am id i t  the i n 
t rigues,  a n d  lies, a n d  ca lu m nie s ,  a n d  m ena c e s  o f  their  e n e m i e T h e i r  
n a n u s  will l ive when court  prufl itutes a n d  hi re l ings  a n d  ib.ves will  be  for
go. ten .

2 more
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m o r e  d fp endent upon your good-wi l l  a n d  caprice. A s  to gradual em an 
cipat ion, if  you m ean to  t r e a t  your b re th ren  as the Engl if t i  pailiam ent has 
rhe  negroes,  you fhould m a r k  a  period for their  e m a nc ipa t ion ,  as t h a t  par- 
J i a m e n t  has done  for the m ore  fo r tuna te  Afr icans.  B u t  you do not  wiih it  : 
you a re  withhold ing  thei r  r igh ts  f rom  your fe l low-creatures ,  and indu Wine  
rrrem now a n d  then  with a  few f ra g m en t s  f ro m  your  t a b l e ,  fondly h o p i n r  
t h a t  an  oppor tuni ty  m a y  ari fe  to dafti their  hopes for ever,  and pi un»* (hem  
ba c k  into tha t  u n f a th o m a b le  abyfs  o f  m i fe ry  f r o m  whence  they  have  bu t  

th^ ir h Ça d s * Bu t  the oppor tun i ty  will no t  arife : t he  im per ifoab le  
Iprr i t  of f reedom  has gone  abroad a n d  cheers the hea r t  o f  the  meaneft  pea -

.n t * f  y .e *Juûs  m  the juft ice a n d  vir tues o f  his K i n g ,  a n d  the t a r d y  h u m a 
nity Oi his b re th ren .  H is  K i n g  longs a lr eady  to burft  his  c h a i n s :  f o r  h e  
c a n  DO NO w r o n g : a n d  m a n y  o f  the f a t h e r s , r e s t o r e r s  a n d  
p r k s e r v e r s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  P r o t e s t a n t  f r e e d o m  i n  t h e  N o r t h  
» re  woik ing  feriouily,  honeft ly , nobly,  a n d  in depe nde n t ly  in  their  caufe* 
Y o u r  r e a l l y  a n d  t r u l y  g l o r i o u s  b e l i v e r e r , M r.  Grattan* 

a n d  m a n y  of the moil  exa l t ed  natu res  in  I r e l and  a re  a t  the f a m e  Godl ike  
work o f  r ede m p t ion .  T h e  Cathol ic-  will  deferve it  : f o r i  know th em  a n d  
o t c o u n e  they w,ll be f ree.  T h e y  have  no th ing  to d r e a d :  T h e y  w a lk  in  
the fear le i lnefs  o f  virtue.

Rut  what  (hal l become o f  the  Pro*eftant  afcendancy ? I  revere  the Pro te f -  
» T'Àth f '7 ? nCW i : » p reroga t ive  o f  K ings ,  i t  is l im ited  by juft ice
r l l M  r  °  th.e Pe°p]e.  I ca n n o t  revere  it  i f  it  is n o th in g  b u t  an  uncon-
roulable  ÍA?.y. Such a  fway could never  refpetf ,  though feated on the

th rone  o f  G re a t  Bri ta in  or the chair  o f  St .  Pe ter .  I f  by  P ro te f tan t  a fc e nd -
ancy  vou m e a n ,  tha t  the  g r e a t  power  o f  the  country  ftiould r em a in  in  the
hand^ o f  rhe prefen t  polft ilors,  m o re  than  three hund red  years  would not  
t rans fe r  rhe power  (for proper ty  is the  power)  in to  the  ha nds  o f  Catholics 
even  it  rhe whole penal  code was iwep t  a w a y  a t  this  m o m e n t  ; a n d  I believe 
it  requires  no m ip i ra t io n  to foretel l ,  that  the folly a n d  wickednefs  o f  religious 
amimofi ty  will  have  died wi t h i h o fe who ha rbour  i t  long,  long before  that  
per iod.  But  if \ o u  define the Prutef tant  afcendancy ,  a  P ro te t tan t  K i n g  a 
Pro te f tan t  Pee rage ,  a P ro te f tan t  Hqufe of C o m m o n s ,  a Protef tant  Conft i tuency 

m a * e  n o a c c o u n t  o* v: ÿ  brfetlip,. ,  bu t  wift;, with the  repré -
« e n t a m e  o f  tne  whoie i n t o  t  n o n , as  h e  was pi a led  to d e n o m in a te  h i m f e l f  * 
. ha t  their  l iber ties  fhould be for  ever  ext inguifned,  whilii  you bu t  h a l f  re ta in  
your o wn ,  I  a bhor  the i n h u m a n  idea ,’ as  1 do he au thor  o f  evil ,  a n d  exact ly  
L*poii the l a m e  pr inc ip le  ; becáu fe  it  is the e n e m y  o f  m a n k i n d .

I have  now  done  : and  I i m p b r e  nr.ercy fo r  your  b re th ren ,  and  juftice for 
7 our country ,  i f  you r e t u re tha t  m ercy ,  a n d  withhold  this juftice, you ftiould 
p repare  for  a  union  : T h i n g s  cannot  r e m a in  in their  p refen t  fituation ; vou 
m u i t  e i the r  give f r e e d o m  to  the  Cathol ic  or abdica te  it  for yourfelf.  Y ou r  
anc ie n t  opprefTors a re  on the  watch to inf lame your paiTions a n d  reinfnare  you 
3r.iO wor i e  than  your f o r m e r  bondage.  A union would be advan tageous  to 
ti.e Catholic .  By it the Pro tef tan t  would  Iofe h i s  all ,  i f  f reedom  be all to rhe 
nob le  m i n d e d  and  the b rave .  T he Ca thol ic  would  not  be  raifed to the P ro -  
tef tant ,  bu< the  Pro te i tan t  would be level led  d o w n  to the Cathol ic ,  and  f u r k  
t r t o  a ílavríh acquiefcencc in  the will of  a  country  accuftomed to defpife  h i m.  
T h e  Catholic  would be  m ore  h a p p y :  for t h a t  l iber ty ,  he is never  doom ed  to , 
r.ifte, woyld  be r em oved  f a r  f rom  his wounded  ear ,  his aching  light.  T h e  
Prore f tant  would have  no conlolat ion for  glories paft and  prefen t  i llarae. .He 
•A-vjid expe i i e r . c e a  fer.vitude m ore  gr ievous th a n  dea th .

*  Ri c ha r d  She r idan ,  JLfqj
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