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MR, SHERIFF,

I- RISE with a diffidence proceeding from the magnitude and awfulnefs of
the fubjeé, not from refpeét 1o the refolutions I have beard, which I deem
exceptionable in every part ; @ circumlitance which the filence of thofe who
Bring them forward “onldf::eln to acknowledge. I implore your attention
whillt I deliver fome thoughts which are the fruit of my beft refearches, my
honefieft feelings, :ﬁ the unextinguifliable love I bear this ill-fated country.
1 fhall not conz:ler e language or grammar of M. Bvrne's letter—it is be-
neath the dignity of this meeting, and this great- queition, to defcend to an
altercation with inquifitors of words and diff=Ctors of fyllables: I fhall enter
, and {peak to the_fcope and objett of the letter, as
"as it is the expreffion of Catholic hopes and defires.
“brilliant remarks and exquifite deductions of reafoning
» 2 victim to the Popery laws, aud driven at an early period
for prohibited, imperfeét education and feanty bread. [

ke a foldier, with candour and with franknefs, yer with refpeét

- of offending, unmoved by flander, uninfluenced by any thing
Pruth is libei, fa&ion, fe ition, and treafon in the eyes of thofe
by its oppofite, but it is the omiy eriterion of honefty, the only
afling fettlement to your counfry, and every lover of it fhould ut-
‘§t with courage, and hear it with patience. I. belong to no par.
y 3k am an Irfhman; I care as little for thofe who are in as for thofe

-
s

" who ate out : 1 am the humble, but the fincere and unbought advocate
'ég}‘t wos-worn people. I therefore conjure you (o hear me, and forgive
LS : my
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my inaccuracies and inexperience in f peaking. I-know that honored names,
illuftrious patriots, charatters which Ireland muft ever revere and love, men
who led her to freedom and to fame (one * of whom I behold in this affem-
bly with many mixed. fenfations) and who won the principle of profperity
from our common tyrants, a principle which remains a dead letter wirhout
the union of your people 5 I know, I fay, that fome of thefe differ in opinion
with the perfons whom 1 take to be the beft and moft enlightened friends of
. Jreland : Toknow thiz, and [ lament it, and in it 1 lament the deplorable in-
confiftency of human nature, with the fame poignancy that I lament the

unaccountable but moft cerrain fa&, that the wife, the virtuous, the philofo-
phic, the magnanimous Julian was a perfecuror. In the face of thofe men
vhom [ revere, as [ hope I fhould in the face of death, I venture to ftand
forward the advocare of this woe worn people, becaufe I'think ‘it is for the
honor of the Irith Crown, for theeredit and confiftency of Proteftantifm, for
the profperity and fanie of your country, that Britifn privileges fhould be ref-
tored ro all, ‘who are the fupporters of Britith and Irifh freedom. I wifh for
equal fate and equal freedom to. every loyal fubje& in his ‘Majefty’s domi-
nions.  Upon no other terms do [ wifh Ireland connefted with any country. g
Upon thofe conditions | wifh it for ever confederated with England, Thofe
objects cannot be attained, till Catholice are emancipated, and Carholics can-
no: be emancipated till thev obrain the eleftive franchife, and an equal par-
ticipation of the benefits of trial by jury.  Whilll" their hiberties, their pro-
perties, and their lives are at the merey of thefe over whom they have no
controul, ror can acquire a controul, it will not ke contended the Catholics
are free.  Taxed without being reprefented, bound without their confent, and
tried by their fiperiors the Pioteftants, and not by their peers, their fituation
is the verv definition of flavery, vimitigated, unqualified by any thing, but a
flecting liberality which may perifh with the fafhion of the hour.

I have faid it was for the honor of the Irifb Crown, that Catholics {hould
be emancipated, becaufe | conceive that honor 'o be deeply interefted in,
and infeparably interwoven with the queftion. The honor of the Irith Crown
has been perpetually violated by a perperual breach of faith with the Irith,
ever ﬁnc-c'our Englith ancefors firftlanded in this.ifland. “Lhey were in-
duced to come hither bva tyrant and 4 ravifher, and their political conduét
and vour’s, (for we have been all guilty alike) bas never once belied the
principles of their inrroducer. Henry rhe Second, granted the lrith the com- .
mon law of England, and they gratcfully received and f{wore 1o the obferv-
ance of it. They in juftice, became entitled to the benefit of that law —In-
ftead of this, €very means which fraud could invent, avarice fuggeft, or vio-
lence einforce, were emploved to plunder and deflroy the brave and fimple
aborigines of the fle, whilft the uty of their Kings, whom they had fworn
to ebey, and who from that inftant were bound to protect them, flumbered
or rather prefided over thefe cruel outrages upon human nature. Sir John
Davic fays, the old Frifh were out of the protection of the law, fo that any
Englifiman might cfprefs, fpoil, or murder them with impunity. Sir John .
was certainly poflefTeql of a better underftanding, and had more honefiv than
moft Englithmen, who have ever blefled us with their prefence in this ifland :
yet he was an Engliylmman, that is a foe to Irifh Sreedom, and wifthed to
throw the whele Blame of thofe horrible and abfurd oppreflions, as Hume
pbrafes them, ‘upon the Englith fettlers. Thofe fertlers were guilty of imnu-
merable villainles to ihe ancient Trifh 3 vet they wifhed not that their enmi-
ties fhould be immortal, like modern fettlers, but fought at laft to bury all
animofity in the mu ual peace and harmony of a final coalition and incorpo-
ration.  Whar did the Englifh-Irifh King of the day ? Alarmed at this inci-
pient ingorporation, and profpeét of happinefs held out to the people, he dil-
patches his grandfon, Liovel, Duke of Clarence, to counteraét it, and to re- .
vive the dving embers of ‘civil difcord. This Prince paffed the famous fta-
tutes of Kilkenny, fo much extolled by England, and the flives of England,
that once more fowed the feeds of that everlafting hoftility, which divided the
fons of Ireland from each other, and has fubfifted in one horrid fhape or other
- to this very day, The FEnglifh fettlers inflamed by thofe:diabolical Jaws, be-
came the executioners of Englith vengeance and hatred, and the bafe pro-
curexs to Enghfh paffions. 1 he profcribed natives were driven into rebellion,
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- bad parliamentsand bad kings have

Catholics have ever reprobated thefe fanétified iniquities.
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the Jews was pure and fublime—their manners and difp
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and then difpoffeffed of their property for the unavoidable effe@ls of the erimes
of their oppreflors. You fee [ feel lirtle propenfity to canonize the vicet and
follies of my ancefiors, like fome noble Lords, * who might juflify the naf-
facre of St. Bartholomew's dav and the fires of Smithficid upon the fame filly
principle of miftaken pride. Near four hundred Vears poffed away, during
this dreadful fcene of mifery, rapine, and blood, in all which period, every
virtue was invoked, whilft every crime was perpetrated. The fword of war
was at length fheathed and the fword of jufiice commenced rhe work of exter-
mination. The Englith now availed themfelves of eve ry chicanery of Jaw to
ouft the natives from their remaining lands. They did this without danger,
for they did it with fraud, by the fafe and Lloodlefs methods of flarmable
plunder. In thefe iniquitous proceedings thev were fanétioned by their King,
the Kirg of lreland ! This Reoyal mifcreant conffeared fix entiie counties
without having found or looked for an evidence of guilt, whili he boafied
his defcent from the ancient inhabitants whom he fpoaled. :
have not been lefs faithlefs 1o lreland. The infincerity and tvranny of the
bietled martyr—the profligacy and ingratitude of Charles the Second—the
boly impofitions—the cowardice and bigotiy of James have been all equally
fatal to—all equally levelled againit Ireiand,  Your glorious Peliverer’s open
and avowed fuppreffion of our native and favourite manulaCiuie wili be no
recommendation to any body who is a lover of [reland. Lhat he copfirmied
yuu in your eftates, is partly true : butit is much more true, that you dearly
bought that advantage by the ficrifi e of the independence, trade, commerce,
manufaltures, profperity, and name of your country. HEedrovea Durcu
BARGAIN with you, and You bartered your freedom for a paltry confidera-
tion. You and the Catholics fince have been fet at variance, in order to
govern you with a more eafly iniquity, contrary to the duty and honor of
our Kings—the folemn faith of treaties has been violated by the Houfe of

anover, in the it of George the Second, by which the Catholice were d.-
prived of the eletive franchife, their unalienable right—the price of their
blood—the honorable condition of their capitulation at Limerick :—I there-
fore fay, it is for the honor of the Irifh Crown, that King George the 'l hird
fhould repair the wrongs of his predeceflors to a loyal and unfortuna'e race :
for though he is not the original author of thefe wrongs, yet as the King
never dies, he isin fome degree chargeable with the wrongs continucd under
his government, and ftands agcountable in his reputation for the evil he is at
RO pains to prevent. T'he recommendation of this iare a@ of juftice from the
Throne, will become him full as well as the recommendation of Chaiter
Schools : he fhould at laft remember, that allegiance #nd proreétion are recivro-
cal : he fhould bear in mind, that he no longer deferves to be a King, who fy{-
tematically ceafes to be juft to millions of his fubjeéts.

Subfequent kings,

The credit of Proteflantifm and its confiftencyis equally involyedin this great
%uelli(m-of Catholic Emancipation. “T’he Proteftunts abandoned the Roman
atholic Religion for one fundamental reafon amongft others : beeaufe they
Pronounced its followers to be perfecutors upon principle, and to want charity,
that grand defideratum in Ireland, without which religicn itfelfis rather a curfe
than a Lleffing. “They fhould now abandon the Protefant religion for the fame
reafon, if they are true to their original principles: for the Protefiants of [reland
have been perfecutors—unrelenting, inquifitorial pe: feenrors, for upwardscofzoo
years. But the fpirit of neither religion is pecfecution—Dbad priefis, bad minifters,
pervertedthevrinciples of both, for the pur-

pofe of fixing a lawlefs yoke on the necks of their fellow- creatures. Sanétis no~
minibus rapere imperium, has been their maxim.—Good Protefiants and good
The worthy Cardinal

Pole, in the reign of the fanguinary Queen Mary, though a Catholic upon prin-
ciple, recommended Toleration ; Bifhop Gardiner, though ready to conform to
auy religion for intereit, tiught that perfecurion was lawful. The hHtory of
the Jewifh and the Chriftian Religions, incontrovertibly proves the truth of
that a%iom in the fchools ; that what is beft, when corrupted, becomes worit ~—
The pucer the worfhip the more abominable has been the perfecution it gave
A€ 10, and the more corrupt the morulity practifed in its name. The name of
“has been the watch-word for the abominations of man.—The religion of

> J z _difpefition deteftable :—the
religion of the ancient Egyptians was abfurd and 1mpious—their manners and

* Lords Ennifkillen and Aldborough,
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government were the glory of humanity and model of nations. The fume
moral mifchief I have defernbed amongit the Jews muft unqueftionably be pro-
duced again, when more truft is repofed in faith than in charity ; in pro q?fn,
than good works. The knave profeffes any thing—the honeit mai practices
without profeffion—a poet, who knew man and woman well, writes:

Whoever's faith is than his neighbour’s move, "G -

If man, believe him rogue.~— e
Yourpopery laws engender and propagate this evil with a foulencreafe.—7They
punifh a belief in Catholics, which being harmlefs, fhould be allowed without
the infliction of difabilities, and they condemn principles which Catholics have
abjured inwords, and ¢ver proved to be falfe charges by their a&tions. You
give the reward of honelly, loyalty, and pitriotifm—I mean the right of citi-
zenfhip—to oaths, to nugatory declarations and abjurations. For a bare re-
cantation of the faith of his fathers, and hard Anti-chriftian fwearing, puts your
Catholic neighbour inflantly upon a footing with yourfélf, whi'fi all the virtues
which Chrift or Socrates ever taught or praglifed. would leave him a flive with-
©:tit. Do younor daily fee the effeld of thele laws ? Does it not require great
fortitude in an honeft man to become a convert, and éxpofe himi«If to the ob«
Joquy and fufpicion of both parties 2 Are not the gtm-fnrity of thofe who apof-
tatize to your religion the bafeft of mankind? Do they nor {] inderoufly abufe,
and rancoroufly perfecute the wretches they have forfaken ? And vet, thofe
creatures are carelled and courted, whilft honeft Catholics are defpifed and
trampled on! Thus your laws become a premium to vice—a penal'y upon
virtue. Judge tiien, if the continvation of this vile {ylters can do credit to the
Proteflant religion.  No !—<it takes from you at onez all pretenfions to Protef-
tantifm and Chriftianizy.

It is equally fatal to the profperity and fame of your country in every parti-
cular. It has been truly faid, thatoppreflion is a {mothered warfare : it ann)-
hilates the peace and comfort of fociety. Can the Proteltant efteem the Ca-
tholic he dooms to flavery ? Can the Catholic love his oppretfor 2 They are
both hypacrites if they pretend to.it. ‘I hey muft in the prefent fiate of things
moft inevitably hate and fear one another. 1t is the law of nature, which laughs
to feorn the unnatural inftitutions of man, and what can vou expeét from fuch a
fituarion ? "Does not the tranquillity of your country hang bv a thread, and are
you fuil determined to leave itii this feverith tremulous exiftence ? You have
been bred ina contempt for Catholies, a conteinpt originally inflilled by your
oppreffors, the Englifh, and which they are by no means fparing of to your-
felves.  And indeed none of us have been totally w ronged by our kind and af-
feCtionate filler ; for we have not refpeéted ourfelves.  America has rvefpefted
herfelf, and therefore (he is refpeled. She has performed a very arduous tafk:
fhe has taught Englifamen manners, But the Englifh have grofily deceived
vou in their defeription of vour countrymen. They have refuled them credit
for every good quality, and fixed the ftigma of every bad one upon them. They
have denied themcourageand underfianding, thatthey might perfuade them and
the world that'they had neither fenfe to perceive, mor {pirit to aflert their rights.
But 1 tell yowagain, they have grofsly deceived you. Thereis not in Europe a
nobier peafantry than the peafantry of Jreland, the great body of the people
you have enflaved. 'The Englifh begaw their {iftem of ealumn againft the
Irifh, not before they began to defporl them, Had they reported them as an
innocent people, they would have wanted a pretext for their undoing. You
will find the proof of this in the vemerable Bede, who loads them with the
higheft praife, and the lying Giraldus Cambrenfis, who covers them with foul
reproach. Sir John Davis acknowledges this race of men to be endued with
extragrdinary abiiities of mind and body ; and that there is 1o people under
Heaven who love equal and indi{ferentj'uﬂice better than the Irith. The en-

lightened Dottors Young and Campbell do them the fame jullice. The im-
mortal Swift, in a polthumous work which has lately appeared, declares that
the common Irifh who underftand Englifh, have a much better tafte for reafon
and raillery, than the Englifh of the fame defcription. Lord Chetterfisld and
Adam Smith call them the moft able-bodied and handfome men in Eurtg:g. '
Camden teftifies, that they are incredibly a&ive, ingenious and warlike. Bri
tifh adjutants inform you that they are made foldiers fooner than any fubjects
in the three kingdoms ; and America, Hindoftan and Europe bear witnefs to

the ardor and firmnefs of their courage. See then the gallant race of menhz:: |
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have te govern, and refle@ how you have governed them! You have endea-

voured to unman them, and reduce them to the leyel of the beafts that perifh.
Bereft by law of almoft every flimulus to induftry, precluded from education,
foreign and domeftic, from conjugal conne€tion with their favored brethreu,
from every bleffing civil and political, it is a miracle thar they have retained
any thing human but the fhape. The prorotype of your policy, Machiavel, in
the eighth chapter of his Prince, lays it down as a maxim, that cruelty may be
neceflary in a recent fettlement acquired by war and crimes, but if prolonged
beyond that neceflity, that it ultimately proves the ruin of 1ts upholders,  You
have outftripped your model: rake care how vou. verify his prophetic obferva-
Yion. When the city of Sparta was overthro - n by an earthquake, the Heiots
furveyed the vifitation with rapture, and redoubled the hoirors of theealumity.
Your Proteitant fettlement is fecure beyond the probability, nay the poflibiiity
of dangers, if you do not continue the temptation, and the language of the con-
{ritution might add THE.DU T Y to uproot it, in the hearts of thofe whon you
mean to defiroy. You have nothing to fear from thofe miferable beings whote
anceflors eliates the chance of war delivered into your hands one hundred and
thirty-eight years fince. Moft of them have perifhed in exile and n want. .
Some of them are fighting the battles of fareign kings, being incapacitated even
from DYING for their own, Their fad remains are the porters of your towns,
the clowns of your country, and beggars of your ftreets. T'hey do not look for
power ; they aik but leave to live. The Catholics have given you every {ecu-
rity which the moft folemn declarations can give: you have a much bettei fecu=
rity in their uniform demeanor, and fiill a better in their interelt, that intereft

Which like the fwords of kings
Is the laft reafon of all things.

Itjs the intere® of every honeft and independent mind in Ireland, that the
fmothered warfare of oppreflion fhould ceafe, that the feelings, the prejudices,
the paflions, the faculties of all fhould be collefted into one common focus to
cheer, reanimate and illumine this aggrieved, palfied, and long benighred
country. Have you not bad enough of vengeance and petty defpicable mono-
poly, and are you ftill refolved to perfift in it even at the expence of your own
well-being and honor ? Isnot your country a prey to foreigners through the ina~

* becility entailed upon it, by emafculating fonr-fifths of your people? Werethe

provifoes, indulgencies, and mortmains of Popery in any degree fo pernicious
as the ruin and ignominy of Englifh influence ? Impoftors delude you, whilit
they are prattifing ancient villainies under new names. Does not this influence
yearly drain you of two-thirds of your whole revenue ? Does it not fend unde-
ferving viceroys to rule over you to the degradation of vour own nobility, many
of whom were known in Europe long before the great majority of the prefent
Englith nobility had crawled from their original obfcarity ? Does it not quar-
ter the infignificant foliowers of thofe infignificant viceroys, the buftoons,
})anders, and parafites of a corrupted court, the trafh and refufe of another
and upon the moft productive fpots of your ifland ? Does it not exalt the
moft unprincipled and fhamelefs polificians to the very higheft ftations, and
for what? for reviling your country and denying 1ts independence. ¥ —
Has it not made you a bye-word amongft nations, and the very found of
your name a fubjeft of laughter? Are ot your mines unexplored, your
fitheries negletted, your trade and commerce reftri®ed, your marufaltures
unproteéted, your lands unimproved, your country denuded of its wood and
fhorn of its beauty and means of naval firength, nay, your very charater de~
bafed through this influence 2 Whence the want of empioyment in Ireland,
whence the rack-rents of abfentees, whence the {qualid appearances and conco-
mitants of poverty ? Whence the wanderings of your pecple to every corner of
the earth, the alarming emigrations of northern induftry to America, of fouth-
- ern hardihood to England, France and Spain, to the Eaft and to the Wetlt ?
Whence, | fay, does all this proceed, but " om the wide wafting peftilential in-
fluence of England ? Even now it is clandefiinely aiming at the extinétion of
your parf?ament and your lately recovered name. I myfeif heard the Marquis

% If fuch a man as I have here pourtrayed, had not carried the audarious

) eat, but adminiftered law in juftice
and in mercy as became his great abilities, the circumf{tance fhould be a draw-
back on the deteftation of his countrymen, it fhould take butlittle from the dif-

truft of the charatter. Nemo unguar 1npertun J/ag itio quafitun bongs ai tibaus ex-
ercuit. J
of
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nfhice exprefs his ardent. with for a !_]Iﬁli‘lli‘i? the Ho_uﬂ_e_of.
ﬁgﬁ:g?’t{rﬁzlmg appears loofened from jrs fmg!ldﬂt_mﬂs by,this influe ce, a
' "every bold and flagiious Englifh undertaker, w%o is

s at the breath of nder who
gf?i:-f:me and todevour it. She might mofi happly maintain mo& than dou
ble her population, were ihe not infubited from availing herfelf Qf;;ae_‘r
ties of Heaven.  Rut,your Draconian laws againft Popery t‘hg_@grhfome bup
unacknowledged oft-pring of the influence I have beeg deferibing, ve w
hier native: down 10 a degree of wretchednéfs not to be equqllgdf:hy.‘the wretch-
ednefs of flave or freeman in any quarter of the glope: thg-y.\have‘g-wen your.
country the melancholy pre-eminence amongﬁ nations o 'begg_\lupreme in
mifery * But fhe has borne her “adverfiries with fornrud__é. “You may thank
your {tars, that the fuicide principle of thofe laws has not utterly eradicated
theipiiit of your people. 1f it had, you would hav_e'loo'kq:! i vain for free- i
dom. Had they fiood aloof in the day of trial, or Jomed with your enemies, 1
had they not liftened 1o the di®ates of their own virtues, but followed your
example i wounding themfelves through the heart of their country, vou had
beenflill in bondage. They difdained the inglorious example, they pledged I
thetr lives and their foytunes for your freedom, and YOU PLEDGR YOURS to i
hold them in chain<! ] hey are a conquered pr-op!c, Youfay: Be it fo. . But
when they refigned their power in 1691, aﬁc.:r thcn_- glorious defeuce o_f Lin 3
¥ ck, they fi:pulated for freedom with arms i their hands, . What did you 2

They aik for reft tution therefore, and they would be unworthy of it if theghn |
did not. ‘Lhey afk for the liberty their anceftors planted and preferved iu this
Mland : for nine tenths of them zre defcendants of thofe Englith who firft won
the country by fraud and by force from the ancient Irifh. They and their fore.
fathers are your benefators, and you are flill bent yp.n remaining their def.
tovers ; for flavery is the defhuttion of the pecple.  Such being their condudt |
and yours, is it decorous th talk of theiriingrati ude 2 would ir not be more
decorous to retrieve the honor you have loft by your own 7— Yoy fay they wane
to intimidate you into 3 comphance with their hunible fupplications. . The
atlertion is falfified by the fa@. “Fhey prefented a petition to pariiament
praying for a fhare of that freedom they contribute to lupport. They did ot
make the compliance of varlameént the condition of thejr allegiance : they
have evinced the contrary by the unvaried tenor of their condu® . for though
refufed in no very flavtenmy manner, amidift feoffs, and fcorn, and indignit}',
thelr enemies have .ot gamed their point : they hive not driven them nto
violence: they have remawed unaltered in their lovaity, their love of order,
ard obedience to the Jaw.—Aa brave Generai in vour Houle of Commons in-
vites thefe defencelcfs citizens to draw their fwords*and make their appeal -
to Heaven. 7 hefe appretled men have no fwords, and if they had, they
would only draw them defence of thejr King aud countrv. They and theip
fathers have fo demeaned themfelves in every viciffitude of fortune. . | wifh
this great officer Way be as well difpofed, Shame on the mdn, who can thus

mock at the unfo tenate, and pour pew mifery into the agonizing bofom of g
tortured generatidy !

That the Catholics are not prepared for freedom, 1S a propofition unfound.
¢ in reafon and contradicted by the experience of CVery 'age and the- feel-
mys of every heart Liteity which 18'equal juitice to all, is taught by nu-

ture toall<the favage and'the barbarian feels s facred impuMes as come

girated in the woods
of Gerpaiige We know that the Germans were not a leitered race—they
4d no properry but what was IN cOMmMOon : yer thefe fturdy barbarians were.
At deaft as fiee, and as zeajous aflertors of thejp

mdependence, as their de-
fcendants the Englith. Many of the mighty ba

rons, who extorted Magna
Charta from John, were 'mable 1012 4d or fo Wrire

their @ntutored breafis fit'ea them adnirably to wiefi that pilladium ot hs

pinels from a tvrant. I hope we thall hear no more of thi: infidroys and hv=
POcritical cant, jnvenred by the

defigning to miflead the unwary. To be fir
for freedcm, i ie fufficient to be born, and it atfurds an additional apriryde
'o be bred 3 Chrifiian—fore ) hope it is unnecetlary to inform you, that rhe.
tervice of the Catholic God and youre !

f is pecfeét freedom. | fhould imagine
the requifite knowledge for chufing a reprefentative does not lie far beng acn
the furface : Surely a Cathulic has as g00d an opportunity of learning

the

yet the jude feelings of
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the aéts of wifdom, juftice, humanity and fortitude which diftinguith a neigh-
bouring gentlernan, and recommend him to notice at an ele@tion, as a Pro-
teftant : or do the magic fy'lables of Proteftantifm beflow fenfe and fenfibiliry,
whilft the execrated name of Papift bereaves its unhappy owner of every or-
gan of feeling and underftanding ? Away with fuch fooleries! Were their
abfurdity not lofl in the immenfity of their mifchief, they would be as con-
remprible as the dreams of dorard:. If your execrable laws had unfiited the
Catholic for freedom, freedom only could recreate that mecral and political
fitnefs your laws had done away. Slavery is the wort of all pollible fchoanls
to teach the principles of liberty : ycu would not manacle the limbs of the
man you would enable to ftart in the race! Be not afraid of overpowering
the tender optics of your brethren with the pew light of liberty : the eagle-eye
of nature looks fleadily at the fun of liberty in every fiage and every condition
of this many coloured and wearied life: :

/

It is alfo faid the Catholic committee * js an unlawful meeting. Thole
who fay fo, do not underftand the law, or mifinterpret it with an eviliintent,
No meeting is unlawful which is peaceably met for a lawful purpofe, whetber
the mode of meeting be borrowed from Confiantinople or Pars, whether
from the empire of Slavery or the feat of Democracy. 'lhe Catholic com-
mittee is not acknowledged by the law, fntidern werkis, but every thing is al-
lowed by the law, which is a guiet affertion of right, and hurts no man.
Now the obje@ of this meeting is not as has been foolifhly or malicioully
faid, to confolidate the power of the Catholics, but to afcertain their utter
imrotence to protett themfelves, to concentrate their miferies and their tears,
to lay them at the foot of the throne, to fupplicate parliament to give free-
dom, confequence, and union to Ireland.  Theyv hope it is no offence fo
wifh to add dignity, firength, and ftability to their country, and they aie
fure petitioning is lawful.—Thhe Catholics labour under grievances and there
are two ways of removing them. 'T'he one is by war ; the other by peace.
They feek not relief through the calamities of war: they adore their coun-
try. They defire that peace may be the harbinger of their freedom. ‘I hat
peace can be preferved by no better means, than by quietly allembling and
humbly propofing their grievances to the confideratun of the legiflature.
The légiflature may refufe granting the prayer of their petition, but they
have no right to fpurn the begging, proftrate, and obedient fubjett from theis
‘door.— You are angry with thefe miferable people for flating their numbers
at three millions : You are then angry, that they were born! You are.
then angry that they tread the earth, breathe the air, or furvey the Heaven.
Bv that Heaven 1 conjure you to difmifs thole deadly femtiments of fhocking
uncharitablenefs from your otherwife geneious hearts, and dare to have the
magnanimity to forgive thofe you have fo deeply and fo cruelly injured. IDie
united, be lrifhmen, be free. '

I hear a great deal of the favours already conferred vpon Catholics, and
that their emancipation fhould be gradual.—T1he Catholics' are a graretul
people, but the fafhion of the day and your own eXigencies gave them moft
of what they have gor, and your liberality wears too much the appearance of
felfifbnefs to entitle you to.much gratitude. Recollett that you only lateiy
fet your hand to a very partial reftoration of their rights, and that thofe alts
of grace were accompanied with no fmall thare of reluttance, no fmall por-
tion of contempt. By giving the Catholics the power of purchafing land,
vou converted a flux, monied property, which might be employdd againit
vou, into an immoveable plecge for their abiding by your fate. and binding
their own chains the fafter ; and by withholding the eletive franchile fram
them, vou refufé them the fhield by which they might protelt their new
acquifition:® So that the privilege you rate {fo high, makes them but the

% Pofterity will honour the memories of thofe prudent and undaunted ci-
tizens of Dublin, who, unfhaken by the feceflion of their deceived fellow-Tut-
ferers,” brought thofe very men back to their opinion by the irrefifhible force
of truth, ana caft the foundation of Catholic emancipation. amidlt the in-
tiigies, and lies, and calumnies, and menaces of their enemie:. Their
names will live when court proftitutes and hirelings aud flaves will Le for-
go.teny
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more dependent upen your good-will and caprice. As to adual eman-
cipation, - you mean t_’oﬁm:g;our brethren as? the Englifh g;dia;mﬁ - has

: negrees, you fhould mark a period for their emancipation, as that par-
Jiament has done for the more fortunate Africans. But you do not wifh it :
¥ou are withholding their rights from your fellow-creatures, ag' ndulging
them now and then with a few fragments from your table, fondly h ing -
that an opportunity may arife to daﬁn their bopes for ever, and pl them
back into that unfathomable abyfs of mifery from whence they have but
ju't raifed their heads. But the opportunity will pot arife : the imperifhable
fpirit of freedom has gone abroad and cheers the heart of the ‘meane@t pea-
fant. He trufts in the juflice and virtues of his King, and the tardy huma-
nity of his brethren. His King longs already to burft his ehains : ¥or me
CAN DO NO WRONG : and many of the FATHERS, RESTORERS, AND
PRESERVERS OF POLITICAL PROTESTANT FREEDOM I N THE NorTH,
are woiking ferioufly, honeftly, wobly, and independently in their caufe.
¥OUR REALLY AND TRULY GLORIOUS BELIVEBRER, Mr. Grattan,
and many of the moit exalted nafures in Ireland are at the fame Godlike
work of redemption. The Catholics will deferve it : for I know them, and °

of courfe they will be free. They have nothing to dread: They walk in
the fearleflnefs of virtue, ,

But what thall become of the Proteftant afcendancy ? I revere the Protef-
tant afcendancy, if, like the prerogarive of Kings, it is limited by juftice
and the fafety of the people. I cannot revereit if it is nothing but an uncon-,
rroulable fway. Sm,E a {way 1 could never refpe@, though feated on the
throne of Great Britain or the chair of St. Peter. If b Proteftant afcend-
ancy you mean, that the great power of the country fhould remain in the
hands of the prefent pollefiors, more than three hundred years* would not
transfer the power (for property is the power) into the hands of Catholics,
even if the whole penal code was fwept away at this moment 3 and [ believe
it requires no infpiration to foretell, that the folly and wickednefs of religious
animofity will have died with ;thofe who harbour it long, long before that
period. But if you define the Proteftant afcendancy, a Proteftant King, a
Proreftant Peerage, a Proteftant Houfe of Commons, a Proteftant Conftituency,

2 mase no accourt il Cailiuiic sbrethe::, -but wifly, with the repre-
ientative of the whole Infh T tion,as he was pT;afed to denominate himfelf ¥,
‘hat their liberties fhould be. for ever extinguifhed, whillt gou but half retain
your own, [ abhor die inhumzaa idea, as I dothe author of evil, and exactly
upon the fame princ_-i‘;:le; becaufe it is the enefay of mankind.
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I have now dorie : and Fimplore mercy for your brethren, and juftice for
Jour-country. If you refu‘e that mercy, and withhold this juftice, you fhould
prepare for a union: Things cannot remain in their prefent fituation ; you'
muit either give freedom to the Catholic or abdicate it fo;j'oul:felf. Your
aycient opprefiors are on the watch to inflame your paffions and reinfnare you
into worfe than your former bondage. A union would be advantageous to
the Catholic.. By'it the Proteftant would lofe his all, if freedom be all to the
noble minded and the brave. 1he Catholic would not be raifed to the Pro-
teflant, but the Proteftant would be levelied down to the Catholic, and furk
into a flavifh acquiefcence in the will of a country accuflomed to defpife him.
‘The Catholic would be more happy : for thar liberty, he is never doomed to
tafte, wopld be removed far from his wounded ear, his aching fight, The
Proteftant would bave no confelation for glories patt and prefent fhame, He
would experience a fervitude more grievous than death.

* Rickard Sheridan, Efg;
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