
F A R M E R S  S O C I E T Y

V\  OF THE

C O U N T Y  O F  M E A T H .

Communicated by J .  M .  G ra in g er , E sq. Cause si own, Navan.

A T  a meeting o f  the F arm ers Society, held at N a v a n ,  on the 

2 2d O f t o b e r ,  l8©0,

T h e  R ig h t  H o n . and R ig h t  R e v .  L ord  B ish o p  o f  M e a t h  in
the C h air  ;

It w as resolved, T h a t  the’ following plan, w h ich  w a s  approved 
by the G r a n d  J u ry  .of M ea th , at last L e n t  assizes, should he pub­
lished and dispersd throughout the county, with the lis t  o f  the subscri­
bers ; and that the n ext m eeting should b e  at K e lls ,  on Saturday the 
22d' day o f N o v e m b e r  n ex t, where it Was hoped, that such g e n ­
tlem en and farmers w ho approve o f  the. S o ciety , would attend, o r  
send in their nam es, with the sums they intend to subscribe.

T H O M A S  E V E R A R D ,  S ec .

P L A N  FOR A  FARMERS SOCIETY.

T H A T  a society shall be form ed calling itself the Farm ers So»

c ie ty  o f  the C o u n ty  o f  M eath .  ̂ . .
T h a t  the county society shall be Sub-divided into barony societies» 
T h a t  to be a m em ber o f the county society, a subscription shall

be requifite of no less than two guineas.  ̂ .
T h a t  to be a member o f  a barony society, the lo w est subscrip­

tion shall be half-a-guinea.
T h a t  a president, a vice-president for every  barony, a treasurer 

and a secretary shall be elected by a  majority o f  subscribers at the 
first m eeting that shall be convened o f  the county society.

T h a t  together with the vice-president o f  each barony so elected* 
there shall be a secretary and a treasurer for each barony society ; 
to be elected bythe majority o f  thé barony subscribers. A  subscriber 
to  the general cou n ty  society shall be, o f  course, a m em ber of his
o w n  barony society. . ,

T h a t  the county society shall assemble once in every six months, 
and that a committee o f  the members shall be appointed at every 
such meeting, to assemble oftnei as they shall think necessary, or 
as they may be called upon by the barony societies.

T h a t  the barony societies shall meet every  three months, ana 
that they also, appoint a convnittee o f  their m em bers, to meet as
often as they f t a l l  find n e c O fr y .

T h a t  to form a county J lb t in g ,  the presence o f  the president, 
or o f  the majority o f the» \ t ie - presidents, or o f a specific numbed 
o f the county society subscribers shall be necessary. T h e  number 
to be fixed according so the list that shall appear at the fiist general 
meeting o f  each year.
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T h a t  to form a barony meeting, the presence o f  the president, 
©r o f  a subscriber deputed by him, and a certain number o f  barony 
society subscribers «hall be necessary; rhe number to be fixed ac-1 
cording to the list produced at the first barony meeting o f  each | 
year.

T h a t  the objects o f  the society shall be to improve the breed of 
cattle, draft horses, sheep and hogs ; to encourage experiments and 
improvements in the different branches o f  agriculture; to reward I 
the skilful and industrious among the lower classes of farmers, la - |  
bourers, and persons o f  every description employed in husbandry; i 
to meliorate the state o f  the lower orders amongst us ; to encrease ! 
their comforts, and to improve their habits and their morals.

1 hat as the gentlemen of each barony are best acquainted with 1 
the species o f  farming most proper for it, from the nature of th e !  
soil, and other local circumstances ; as they best know  the particu­
lar direction that it may be requisite to give to the manners, habits |  
and employments o f  its poorer inhabitants, and what may be most 
necessary to promote their comfoits ; it shall be the business o f  the 
several barony societies to specify the particular objects, to which ; 
they shall hold out rewards, and the particular exigencies to which » 
they shall extend relief and assistance, and to fix and ascertain the 
quantum o f  their rewards andjof that relief, according to the sum 
which shall be appropriated to each barony at the general meetings 
o f  the county society.

I hat the sums to be appropriated to each barony shall vary or 
not every year, as shall be decided by the previous general meeting, 
on a consideration o f  the general fund, and the actual state of each 
barony ; nnd that no money snail be issued for the purposes of the 
society, but at a general meeting o f  the county society.

T hat timely notice o f  meetings, as well of the county society, 
a.- of barony societies, shall be given to every member by the re- 
spective secretary.

 ̂ T h a t  the premiums to gentlemen and f armers ,  paying t h r e e . l i u n -  
umi a year and upwards in rent, shal l  be apDropriate medals, and 
to  aH others in rnoijey or  farming utensils at  the ir  o w n  option.

! hat as the Farming Society, o f  which the Right Hon. John 
.Poster is president, proposes its premiums to those who shall pro­
duce tne.r cattle, &c. & c .  at the Ballinasloe fair, the candidates for 
premiums from this Society, for improving the breed o f  cattle, 

J r a f t  horses, sheep and hogs, must exhibit at such fairs in the 
•^Ecumv, as shall be hereafter appointed, or in the Dublin market- 
k a ']d 1,11 Premiums for ploughing, &c, &c. shall be ascertained by a’  

v i e w  o f  a special committee appointed for the purpose in each ba­
rony, which view is to be taken on the farms of the respective 
candidates. r

I hat all subscriptions sball be paid at the time of subscribing or 
at furthest three months after ; and that every subscriber shall be 
deemed a debtor to the Society tor the sum he subscribes, from the

day



day o f  his subscribing, until he shall give notice in writing; to the 
Secretary, that he means to withdraw h im self  from  the Society  the 
ensuing year.

A pproved  bv the G ran d  J n rv , at L e n t  Assizes, 1800. 
H A M I L T O N  G O R G E S ,  Forem an» w ith  F ellow s.

L o r d  Fin^al,
L o rd  L u d lo w ,
L o r d  B ective ,
L o r d  C o n y n g h a m , 
B ishop o f  M ea th ,
Sir M arcu s  Somerville, 

Bart.
T h o m a s  Everard, E sq . 
T h o m a s  Barnes, E s q .  
T h o m a s  Barry, E sq . 
R e v .  D r .  O ’C o n n o r , 
G o v e rn o r  N u g e n t ,  
Joh n  G errard , E s q .  
J o h n  C .  N u g e n t,  E sq.
J  ~ . . . .  X

Philip  Barry, E sq . 
R e v . Philip B arry, 
R o b e it  W a l le r ,  E sq: 
C h ris t .  C u sa ck , Esq.

LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.

£■ s. d. £ . s. d '

5 13 9 A rc h -D e a c o n  o f M eath , 3 8 3
5 13 9 John Y o u n g ,  E s q .  3 8 3
5 13 9 M ich ael G ib n e y ,  Esq. 3 8 3
5 13 9 Rev. W il l ia m  K e lle t ,  3 8 3
5 13 9 M a j. G en eral N u g e n t, 3 8 3

R ob ert B olton , E sq . 2 5 6

5 13 9 G u sta v u sL am b a rt,E sq . 3 8 3
5 13 ? John F a y ,  E s q  -  3 8 3
5 1 3 9 R e v . M .  H . N o b le ,  3 8 3
4 11 0 M r .  Patrick  M u rp h y , 3 8 3
3 8 3 D o cto r  G ib n e y ,  1 2 9
3 8 3 Francis D .  H am ilton,

3 8 3 E s q .  - i 2 9
3 8 3 D o c to r  N ellig an , -  1 2 9

•3 8 3 John B arry, Esq. 1 2
y
Q

3 8 3 W ill ia m  D isn ey, E sq . 1 2
7

Q

3 8 3 M r. H enry H azlew ood, 1 2
7
Q

3 8 3 M r .  T h o m a s  Russel, 1 2
7
a

3 8 O
Ô G e o .  O ’ C on n or, E sq . 1 2 y

•3 8 3 M r . M ath ew  C od d , 1 2 y
r\ •

• 3 8 3 M r .  T h o m a s  F lo r y ,  1 2
9

O N  F A L L O W I N G .

BT MR. JAMES.

T H E  necessity o f  summer fallowing is at last called into ques­
tion, and I  have no doubt, if  w e could overcom e people's 

prejudices, (w h ich , by the bye, is m ore difficult to destroy than the 
weeds) this pra& ice w ould be entirelv e x p lo d e d — I conceive t1 e in- m - ■"*'
tention o f  them is not so much to afford the earth that pause or r e s "  ^  I
on which our a u th o r(M r. K e n t —  See N o .  1, 6 1)  has so ingeniously M  V : '  
and so very reasonably remarked, as by  furnishing thefarm ei with an 9  
opportunity o f  exposing the roots o f  the weeds to 'the  rays o f  the sun * 
b y  repeated ploughings, in order to e ffe ft  their destruction. B u t  let 
me ask, b v  w a y  o f  exposing the fallacy o f  this method o f  fallowing:, 
how  would thrs destruction be effected in the case o f  a dripping sum- 
mer ? And would it not be ve ry  unfortunate for that person who

B  2 m s



was tinder the obligation, b y  the articles o f  his lease, or liic uncon­
querable prejudice, to tallow in such a season ? W ou ld h e not lose 
a year’ s rent of that part o f  his farm, without being one jo t  the for. 
warder, with the addition o f  a considerable expence, incurred by a 
great propsrtion o f  labour into the bargain ? Surely this, i f  pro­
perly considered, proves incontestibly the system to be founded up­
on wrong principles, and ought to induce us to receive any opinion, 
advanced with a correct motive, as worthy our consideration at least, 
and by no means a fit objefl: o f  our indifference, not to say con­
tempt. T h e  Society for the Promotion of A r ts ,  have taken great 
pains upon this s u b je â ;  they are actuated in this, as in every other 
measure, by genuine philanthropy, and are anxious to be the means 
o f  saving the tenant or landholder, one rent in three. T h e  method 
which 1 wish to recommend is, alternately to grow  meliorating 
and exhaufting crops, and to be careful, in the progress o f  their 
growth, to hoe them occasionally. T h e  drill hus bandrv, wherever 
it  can be applied, ought, on this account, never to bê negle&ed, 
urn! consequently, the broad-cast husbandry for the same reason, 
should be abolished, excepting for turnips and the smaller seeds : 
in fa& , any method, and o f  which there are many extant, is to be 
preferred to this. I t  is a trite observation, that the cleaner any land 
is kept, the less care is requisite to continue it so; and I am clearly 
o f  opinion, if  the crops are well preserved from weeds in their in ­
fancy, when they are in the most danger, and the hoeing continued 
as long as can be conveniently with their safety, the produce will be 
increased, and by the weeds being eradicated (for the bare cuttine 
o ff  their tops will not be sufficient) their seeding will be .prevented*’ 
as well as their propagation from the roots ; from hence I  infer* 
the necessity o f  summer fallowing may be superseded.— Agricultu­
ral Survey o f  Norfolk, p. 70.
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P L A N  F O R  P R O M O T I N G  G O O D  H U S B A N D R Y .

B r  CAPTAIN ARCHER, DUBLIN.

T O  T H E  E D I T O R .
SIR,

T H E  best means o f  promoting and diffusing the knowledge o f  
agriculture, would be by means o f  county farms, condu&cd

I iU ,T r m n C “  -Wl? Ch ^  m° St Productive> Pr of i ta b le  and
„ cl0P-> sll0u,d be raised 011 the most improved plans : the be<*

n-cKk'f, and best implements for such purposes practised and explain­
ed in the most public manner; and above all things to rake winter 
crops for stall-feeding and improving o f  cattle, hitherto so shame-, 
fully negleâed to the loss of the individual and the whole nation 
T h ese  farms might be simply conhned to raising food for man and 

In  ordcr 10 render the»» extensively useful, two objetfs
shouhl ,
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should be attended to ; they should be near the greatestlnarket to w n s, 
and centrical as possible, not to the cou n ty  only, but to that p a r t  o* 
it where the greatest body o f  the farmers reside, in order that they 
m ig h t  have access to it  on market or any other days for inforn^tion, 
a n d  to have o ccu lar  proofs o f  the efFeds or good husbandry and 
good m anagem ent, divested o f  all doubtful and 
tions. T h i s  would m ake converts beyond what could be efiedted by 
a n y  arguments, w h ich  m any w ould suspect and reject.

T h e r e  is something so pleasing to the eye in  luxuriant crops that 
have been put neatly into the ground, that the very  appearance 
should draw  forth com parison and excite  com petion. H ere  the 
farmer m igh t recur for information and instruction, w hich should

be granted him  liberally at all times, 1
A b o u t  i o o  acres m ight answer this purpose, half or v\niC,i m ay 

be under pasture, and the remainder will give em ploym ent to  a . 
p lough, and would contain not- only the rudiments, but the very 
science itself, as far as would be necessary to  instruct any farmer, or 
even  the rising generation, w hich  w ould in time -be o f  as much or 
more advantage than instructing the farmer himself. ’ .

T h e  expense o f  this farm would b e  only  in the first laying it out, 
buying cattle and implements, and paying for labour until the crops 
w ould return: this m ight be well effected upon a farm o f  100 
acres for about £ .2 0 0 0 , a sum that m ight be easily raised b y  any
co u n ty  having go great an object in view .

Here a fund would be established to recur to , in time, for another 
useful purpose. T h e  annual produce o f this farm should be ap­
propriated for premiums in  the different lines o f  agricultural im ­
provements o f  merit. T w o  or three proselytes, gained over by  
these means, would reciprocally communicate to each other tnrough 
the county, and w hen once they found their advantage it would 
m ake hasty and extensive strides, emulation would be excited, and 
they would proceed from good to better, until they would ai rive at 
the wished for perfection, and themselves be able in  time to co m ­
municate information to others.

T h e se  farms, under what authority soever established, shou.d 
annually communicate w ith  each other, compare the nature of soil, 
produce, & c . & c .  in order to advance the general prosperity.

A n  agricultural academy should constitute a branch o f  the iarm, 
and it should be extended in a given ratio to the extent and popu­
lation o f  each county, and they should he instructed in every branch 
o f  the most approved husbandry, and at stated hours, reading,
w riting, and accounts. #

T h e  accomplishment of this beneficial purpose might be ei? c h -

by different modes. -
A  voluntary subscription may be one mode to produce tms sum ; 

a few spirited gentlemen in a county m ight probably soon ciiect 
it  in this way.

Another mode I  would suggest for consideration, would be a
loan upon the credit o f  the enterpn?wc.

, ;• ' V arious
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Various other mains will naturally occur to gentlemen impressed 
with the importance o f  the business.

I he late Empress o f  Russia, among other wise regulations 
«  eftablished an agricultural college at Sophisk.” — See Irish A " i i -  
cultnral M agazine, N o . I, 5. b

I am, Sir, & c.
J O S E P H  A R C H E R

A G R I C U L T U R A L  S U R V E Y S  O F  I R E L A N D .

TH E  Dublin Society g ive this public notice o f  their intention 
to have Agricultural V iew s  or Examinations o f  each coun- 

S ^ made with all convenient speed.
I h e y  trust, that after the example in G re a t  Britain, many gen­

tlemen may offer their services for so useful a w ork, and i h e n e  
cessary expences to be incurred by those, whose offers the Society  
shall accept, m p u r s m to f  it, the Society will be ready to defray. J 

In counties where no such offers shall be made, they will pay anv

a S b o S r 0nS’ Wh0Sha11 bC W£l1 rCCOmmended> for their time 

SUrVJeyS ar,e intended t0 contain an accurate statement o fthe extent and mode o f  agricu]ture. o f  ant.

H e r s  f a '  T ngeS 5 f° ° J ; fC‘ ° athing and habitations of the lo w ei 
aers, farm houses; manufactures; roads; draining, & c  hrrrH

m i n i  »',hnT r e 0 f -S<,í,i 0 f f u e l ' or probability o f
; with observations on all defects in practice anH

LaKUChei V i “  S o c ^ H Í t

= l i I = n , S l " È T ' S  Í m ,a '  ,h'  aisisKn“  “ d information „ f

Suggestions o f enquiry fo r  gentlemen who shall undertake the fo r m in '
-agricultural Surveys*

G E O G R A P H I C A L  S T A T E  A N D  C I R C U M S T A N C E  
Situation and extent, ‘- u m s t a n c m .

Climate,
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C lim a te , v .
Soil and Surface,
M in e ra ls ,
W a t e r .  ■ . ' '

a g r i c u l t u r e .

M o d e  o f  culture,
E x te n t  o f  it, and o f  each species o f  grain  sowed*
C o u rse  o f  crops,
U s e  o f O x e n — h o w  harnessed, ’
N a tu re  and use o f  implements o f  husbandry*
M a rk e ts  for grain , ■
U s e  o f  green food in  w in ter. \

PASTURE.
N a tu r e  o f  it,
B reed  o f  c a id e — h o w  far im proved,
----------------- a.----- - h o w  far capable o f  further im provem ent,
M a rk e ts  or F a irs  for them ,
G e n e ra l  prices,
M o d es o f feeding— h o w  far housed in  w inter,
N atu ra l grasses,
A rtificia l grasses,
M o d e  o f  hay-m aking,
D airies, their produce,
Prices o f  hides, tallow , w o o l,  and quantity sold.

F A R M S .
T h e i r  size,
Farm -h ouse and offices,
M o d e  o f  repairing them, whether b y  landlord or tenant*
N a tu re  o f  tenures,
G en eral state o f  leases,
•-------— — ■—  o f  particular clauses therein,
T a x e s  or cesses paid by tenants,
Proportion o f  w orking horses or bu llocks, to  the s ize  o f  farms,
G en eral size o f fields, o r , enclosures, *
N a tu re  o f  fences,
M o d e  o f  hedge-rows, and keeping hedges,
M o d e  o f  draining.
N atu re  o f  manures.

G E N E R A L  SUBJECTS.
Population,
N um ber and size o f villages and towns,
Habitation, fuel, food and cloathing o f  the low er rank— their 

general cost,
Price o f wages, labour and provisions,
State of tithe, its general amount on each article— what articles 

are exempt, and what charged by modus,
U se of beer and spirits— whether either or which is increasing,

State



State o f  roads, bridges, & c .
■-------o f  navigations and navigable rivers,
--------o f  filheries,
 •----- o f  education, schools, and charitable institut!Mts,
 —--o f  absentee and resident proprietors,
—  o f  circulation o f  m oney or paper,
 •----- o f  farming or agricultural societies,
------ o f  manufactures, whether increasing,
— —  o f  encouragem ent to them , and the peculiar aptness o f  the

situation for their extension, V
— o f  mills for ev ery  kind,

: .------- o f  plantations and planting,
— -  o f  the effects o f  the encouragem ent heretofore g iven  to  

them by the Society, particularised in the list annexed,
— o f  any im provem ents which may o ccu r, for future encou­

ragem ent, and particularly for the preservation o f  tre e s j  
w h e n  planted.

 —-------o f  nurseries within the c o u n ty  and exte n t o f  sales.
P r ic e  o f  timber and state o f  it in the cou n ty ,
Q u a n tity  o f  b og  and w a ste  groun d ,
P ossib ility  and means o f  im proving it,
O b stac les  to it, and best means o f  rem oving them ,
H abits o f  industry, or w an t o f  industry am ong the people,
T h e  use o f  the E n g lish  language, w hether general, or h o w  far

increasing.
A c c o u n t  ot tow ers, castles, Monasteries, ancient buildings, or 

places remarkable for any historical event,
C h u rch es— resident c le rg y ,  glebes, and glebe houses,
W h e th e r  the county ’ as been ?.£hially surveyed, w hen, and 

w hether the survey is published,
W e ig h t s  and measures, liquid c r  Iry— in what instances arc 

w eights assigned for measures— br vice versa ,
T h e  w eight or measure by  which grain , flour, potatoes, butter, 
& c .  are sold.

CH IC O R Y
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C H I C O R Y .  .

B Y  ARTHUR TOUÜG, ES^

LA S T  year I  view ed w ith  m uch pleasure, the farm of M o n ­
sieur C retté  de Palluel, near St. D en is , (near Paris;)  his c u l-  

tur o f  chicory in particular I thought promising, H e  had sowe-.í 
it by w ay o f  artificial grass with c lover. I bought, at Paris, t e n .  
pounds o f the seed, the quantity recommended for an acre, ( 1 61b. . 

to theJrish  acre) and sowed it aVnongst barley w ith  .my grass seeds. 
T h e  lateness o f so w in g , o w in g  to the drought lastspring, and the bar­
le y  not being vet (Ju ly  25, 1 7 8 8 ) ,cut, m akes me uncertain what its 
fate will be. Bur, in A p ril ,  I sowed a small spot (60  square feet) with it 
alone, in drills at a foot asunder. T h i s  flourished well, and was cuc 
Ju ly  2 4 th ;  the w eight, green, 2 9  pounds, at which rate an aero 
would produce nine and a half tons (about fifteen tons on the Irish 
a cre) . I ordered it to be given half to a co w  and half to a horse, 
both w hich w ere  soiling on lucerne. f  ilfe man m istook, and gave 
it all to the horse, who presently eat it up clean. T h e r e  w ill, I su p ­
pose, be a second grow th, and as it is a perennial plant, will proba­
bly  produce more the second year, and the third, & c .  than the 

.first.
O n e  must not be too sanguine from small trials; but I  am in­

clined to think, that it deserves the attention of cultivators. I shall 
this year procure more seed from Paris'*.— Annals A .  2 16 .

O cto b e r  17th, it was cut a second time and.weighed, the am ount 
30 lb. or per acrc 9 tons 14 cvvt. W e ig 'h t  of the tw o cuttings, 19  
tons 4 c w t .  (about 301 tons per Irish acre) the year o f  sowing.

A s  cattle and horses eat this plant with avidity— as the first 
grow th above registered was in the period o f  an uncommon drought—  
and as the cultivation o f  it is perfectly easy and simple, (sown broad­
cast on rich land in barley or oat crops in spring, after the manner 
o f  clover) it ough t, I think, to be considered as a most important 
object in agriculture, especially for the summer soiling o f  cattle and 
horses. A nd in the last volume o f  the M em oirs o f  the Roval So­
ciety o f  Agriculture at Paris, is an account o f  its being freely eaten 
also by sheep.— Annals X Í .  145.

' M a y  2 1 ,  1789, 1 cut it for the first time this year, the produce 
39 lb. ; I should not have been so early, but six or seven stems were 
pushing for seed ; 60 square feet producing that quantity is in the 
proportion o f 12 tons 11  cwt. (about 20 tons per Irish acie) per 
acre. T h e  i g  1-b. o f  the seed which I sowed with other classes 
amongst barley, now shews itself to as much advantage as the rest, 
scattered over five acres o f land, and proves that it will make its

*  T h i s  plant is indigenous in Suffolk, but makes, in its natuial 
{late, a very poor appearance.

V o l . I I .— N o . 5 . , C  way



way good amongst other plants, though the extreme dryness o f  the 
present season, is much against all.

W e  have had but one slight rain this spring, and all pastures 
and upland meadows promise to yield no hay \ what an acquisition, ! 
therefore, is a plant that will give 12 tons per acre, cut in M a v  !

There is, however, in all small experiments, some falacy: this 
has always been cut with a knife, close to the ground, whereas in 
mowing there is some waste; allowance must be made for this.'—  
Anna Is X I I ,  186.

D uring m y absence I gave directions that this experiment ihould 
be carefully attended to,— the report o f  the result was as follows :1 he second cutting was on July 24th, produce 50 lb. 

rhtr third cutting December 3d, produce 30 lb.
The 50 lb. is in proportion, per acre, o f  16 tons 4  cw t. fabout 

tons per Irish acre) and the 30 lb. in that of 9 tons 14  cwt. 
(about 1 5 i  tons per Irish acre.)

t i  ̂ Tons. Cwt.
i ts  produce in M ay, w f t  -  12 11

In July , .  .  j 6
In December, -  - 9 14

38___9
T hirty-e ight tons nine cwt,. (about 61 tons per Irish acre) of 

green food, at thiee cuttings, o f  a vegetable greedily eaten by all sorts 
of cattle, appear to be a great and valuable object, that calls for 
much more attention than it has met w ith :  I am very glad to find 
that I have a fine plant over two acres, sown with barley last spring', 
which will give me a command of the seed, without tiie expense o f  
Tinging itfrom l aris, where 1 had intended buying enough for ten 

acres, but found the prióe risen so high, that I was forced to content 
my.seJf with enough for two, Vvhich I shall sow the ensuing spring 

t thrives well also on the five acres, sown with other grasses, ni 
tne spring o f  >788. It will not be improper to add here, that I  
saw two or three crops of it, in Fiance, applied in soiling, and eaten 
«-lean, when the seed stalks were four and five feet hieii; I pride 
rnyself a little on being the first person that introduced this plant

in " k m ^ n  'CU^Ureu k £ n g!f d 3nd if mv traveis’  in a neighbour­
in g  kingdom, ihould be productive of no other effect, the time was

2 l 2 x l n . t 5T ry traVelIerWOuldbrins something as good.*—

✓ [ i8 3

'commended to b<^sowh witlTthe chicoTy seeí,’ in oÍde^tÍauhe’ inter"

s s i s g  c o m p l e t d y  c o v e r c d  w i t h '

m o u n t a i n
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M O U N T A I N  I M P R O V E D  B Y  W A T E R I N G

BT MR. YOUNG.

OF  all the improvements of w hich mountains are susceptible, 
there are none m ore profitable, cheaper, or easier practised 

than this, and yet none so m uch negle£led. F ro m  v ie w in g  them, .  
have been greatly surprized at this,, because: there are scarcely any 
that do not contain such spontaneous proofs o f  the advantage, as 
m ight have been sufficient for a hint to the stupidest c low n . I  he 
firm spots b y  the sides o f  the torrents, from flooding, acquire a  
beautiful verdure, that proves a perfect contrast to the orear.neis of 
the waste around ; and where there are httle rills on the m ountain  
sides, not considerable enough to cut a regular bed for their w aters, 
but w hich  sptead, they are a t t e n d e d  so universal.y  w.th a verdure

from the grasses, getting the better o f  the heath, ow in g  simply to the 
w ater, as shews the advantage in the c lo s e s t  manner. I  am confi­
dent that, w ith  a little attention, out o f  20 or 30,000 a e ie s o ,.  a 
r a n g e  o f  mountains I have viewed in Ireland, water m ight be throw n 
over three parts in four. T h e  decl.vit.es through w hich  the streams 
run are considerable, and extensive tracts o f  land slope ofFon euber 
side, so that by obstructing those streams, by  piling torrent stones 
across them , at various heights, and drawing small channels in he 
mountain sides, just above such obstructions, to receive the w ater, 
this m ost advantageous worli might be done at sma.l expence, and a 
single experiment o f  it would presently shew the prodigious advan-

ta^ln°case these papers should come into the hands o f an y possessors 
o f  mountain tracts, w illing to try it, but not acquainted with-the 
proper mode of executing the work ; 1 shall here offer a fe w  dilec­
tions, n o t  b y  w a y  of going minutely into the whole business, but in
order to put everv man in such a train as to enable him, by practice 
to  in s tru c t  him self in the rest, and to  carry it  farther than many books

on t h e  s u b j e c t  will t e a ch .  . . , ,
T h e  principle upon which he is to proceed, is to throw as m uch

water as possible over the sides'of the m ountain, and as equally as
possible— and in doing this to guard against tw o circum stances;
1st, its remaining in any spots ; a n d  2 d ,  his w orks being blow n up
by sudden floods, f r o m  heavy rains, which come in large tracks o t

mountain, with an impetuosity incredible to those w ho aie used to a

It would be richt to begin by choosing a place where the declivity 
o f  the mountain is gentle, in ordei that the space improved may be 
more useful and obvious, than it can be when very steep: going up 
as hi eh as the water can be conveniently commanded, make a wear 
a c r o l a  torrent of stone, just high enough to form a little base.a  

' among the rocks, if there is none executed to your hand by nature; 
in the Grtttes ( « *  C ork)  you find these at every ten varus. A t  tl,c
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spot where you have made, or found one o f  these basons, open a trench 
f. o m u  letting the waters flow ing after the w orkm en be t h e T u le  
\here to conduct it, taking care to g iv e  it no more fall than necessary i 

t ) bring the water in a very gentle current. T h e  « re a m  is to H i  
to overflow out o f  this carrier-trench all the w av  it runs - k
purpose, small cuts with a spade may be made ; the trench m u «  be

S u S r 11™  “ th'  ^  W"g‘ l e í

r ,  a T l',"e V r ''0t Wi’ &C-, fr™  ",h' “ e "  " «  g't
« p e n d  on c i r c v J J ™  * *

Which f.esh trenches m a y b e  d i r e E  F  J T  • ° W’ fr0m

y a T h ™ d yd -° VV í l ’ ^  SOmctime* the di^tanc^mayZg r e y e rd

« r e S í s  Ï Ï Ü  bhea^ r u f e ednt,aes t  ' ^  “  * *
l.md below  them, i f  it 1 1 » ^ ^  f f S £ S L * !

places,Cr^ f Í e  ^  ^  **  Carried Past th< ^

In meadows, the drains do not often serve as trench™  
be to convey the water into anothrr m «rln  ' *renchf>  except it 
o f  trenches and drains is found. Bur on m W* .rf  a/ r.esh systent 
and i f  the declivity was regular nr> ] ’ 0untai!1\S1̂ QS lt  «  different,

oui, „  „oI,d “7 4 Í ; e'r,oT,“ be r**»,*»*
stream. I f  there were nor - Water out o f th s
>™.er would , e m , t‘Zi ZT°1 T ?  I
mountains, the declivities are - *i herbage; but in the
but in hollows. " 8 ’  at noî 2 droP 'vould remain \

Jo, £ £ “ '•’see :he fr * » *  <* * vear »  I
'  evidondv loo trifling to be .in object) '  V Y  í T j  de®Cr' l£ d C«-htch 1  
“ s I" all probability he will, I should t h e n l u V  grear’
‘ Paces over which he throws the water to t h a / ' *  c e l l i n g  t,le ■ 
necessary for mo w in? ground • rhi- in’  . exactness which is
'xpensive part o f  the^business ’  fn- rV most nî0ünra'ns, is the most

<'.e .U fa o f  he.th , „ " “  5  r  d « ï ” T .  »  *  Ch“ nelS r“ “ ‘*
I n o w i ,  w h o  has  b e e n  t ired w i t h  w a l k i n g  n,  V * * *  y ? r t s m a n  
M e m ;  these m u s t  al l  !,e  lev e l le d  a n i  t h ’  ‘ ?  t , lm l) im S o v e r
' M u c h  w i l l  so on  c o v e r  t h e m  w i t h  . ’ n c  ' vv;,tcr fet  g e n t l y  over,

T h e  heath lives in its ovvn ^ S e r  r t a î s Î  °  "  ^
as in a d.sh ; but will die a * v  L  L : . J  £natf  ! "  thc moss ai11*

grsaj
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great and obvious, as to be induced to  g o  into the business w ith  the 
utmost spiiit. H e  w ill  then level all inequalities— cut a variety o f  
inclosuies— and divide tjie declivities into  fields, by good and suffi­

cient fences.*— Annals X X .  360.

C I D E R - M A K I N G  P R O C E S S .  ■

P Y  JOHN BILLINGSLEY, ESQ^

TH E  fruit being properly matured, every necessary utensil ought 
to be set in order for cyd er-m akin g; the mill, press, tubs, 

casks, and pails, clean washed, and suffered to dry before they are 

used.
Several methods are practised for converting apples to .pommage ; 

but the tw o most chiefly in use are, the bruising stone with a cir­
cular trough, and the apple-mill. T h e  best internal construction 
o f  a mill seems to be that which has tw o pair o f  rollers, the upper 
pair being stuck with coggs and dags ; and the under pair being ofc 
very hard wood, turned smooth, and worked with coggs only. Ï he 
upper rollers grinding the apples to a coarse pommage, and the un­
der ones squeezing it to a very line pulp.

T h e  apples being, by either o f  the foregoing methods, properly 
bruised, the pommage is carried to the press, and a square cheese 
made thereof, by placing very clean sweet straw or reed betw een the 
various layers o f  pommage, or else by putting the same into hair­
cloths and placing them one on another.f  T o  this cheese, after 
standing a while, a slight pressure is at first g iv en , which is gradu­
ally increased, until all the ju ic e  or must be expressed ; after which, 
this must is strained through a sieve and put into vessels.

T h u s  far cyder-m aking is a mere manual operation,-performed 
with very little skill in the operator; bnt here the great art o f  m ak­
ing good cider commences. N ature  soon begins to w ork a wonder­
ful change in this turbid liquor ; and by fermentation converts it in­

*  T h e  subject o f  this paper is strongly recommended to the atten­
tion o f  the occupiers ot mountainous districts. I he E d itor  is in­
formed that there are some tracts o f  mountain in the county C o r k ,
011 which this practice has been lately introduced with great success. 
Accounts of such valuable improvements w ill be very thankfully re­

ceived*.— J. H .
t  It is o f  importance, that the straw or reed be sweet and per­

fectly free from any fustiness lest the cyder be impregnated- there­
with. Particular care ought also to be taken to keen hair-ooths 
s w e e t ,  by frequent washing and drying, else the ill efF.cts c i  their 
acidity will be communicated to the cydcr.

to



to a wholesom e, vinous, heart-chearing beverage, nearly equal to the 
juice o f  the grape itself.

It is well k n o w n , that there are variou&«stages o f  fermentation in 
these juices, each o f  w hich  changes the very quality and nature of 
this fluid ;_but the principal, which are to be particularly attended 
to. in the instance now under consideration, are three; nam ely, the 
vinous, the acetous, and the p u trefa ctiv e . T h e  first Converts the 
must from its turbid fulsome state, to a transparent spiritous liquor.

It the juice be expressed from sour apples, this fermentation is
perfected in tw o  or three d ays; but i f  from sweet apples, not under
a w eek or ten days.

T h e  next stage o f  fermentation gives an acidity to the vinous li- 
cuur before spoken cf, converting it to vinegar.

This fermentation begins soon (frequently in fe w  hours) after 
the vinous is ended ; and, if  the fermentation be improperly hasten­
ed by heat, before the vinous is perfected. T h e  third (and all succeed­
in g  fermentations disengages an alkali from the liquor, and gives it a 
tendency to putrefaction. B

T o  regulate the first, and to check the ethers, is then the ereat bu­
siness ot that c.der-m aker who would attach to himself the satisfac- 
tion and tame every one is emulous of.

L e t  us, therefore, consider how  these ends are best attained.
It  is well k n o w n , that fermentation should not by too much heat 

be carried oil rapidly, nor-bv extreme cold too slow ly : a* in eac'i
case the fermenting body w ill  be injured.

cerceDtible S T ” ’  ^  * " I T  ^  o f  m h J or « h e r  im ­perceptible heat, conduces best to regulate this operation T h i s

a n f f o  f  VVarni th ma)' “ ncíbrstood t0 r « t  between thirty-eight 
and forty-six degrees ot Farcr.heit’s thermometer. If then the
warmth o f  the cellar in which new-m ade cider is placed be between

S S S í S í s & S S

t h e  f e r m e n t a t i o n  is b r i s k !  and at  last g r a d u a l l ^ s e ' 0  T h e ^  C 
now  appears dear to the eve nml ualv  cease. v I  he- liquor 
upon the tongue. J ' a P ungent vinous sharpness

loseNs r h!V fh% o ? ! r L m0mC1nA W !lich thC Cide^ c r  ought not to 
further sensible ^

racking o ff  the pure part into o p ,, v e S5efs/ « f t  £ > h t i n ' i

m w e
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wiorc cool situation for a day or tw o : after w h ich , it m a y  again 
barrelled *nd placed in some cool place for the w in ter.

It is possible, however, that a variety o f  avocations at the season 
o f  cid er-m aking mav take o f f  too much o f the farmer s attention 
from this branch o f  ^economics, and give opportunity to the acetous 
fermentation to com e on, ere he is aw are ot it. \ v  hat remedy ( 
may be asked) has he to prevent the .11 effects thereof running to full 
extent ?— Several have been tr ie d ;  sometimes w .th  a degree ot suc­

cess, at other times w holly unavailable.
T h e  most popular ones are the fo l lo w in g :— a bottle o f  F re n c h  

brandv, half a gallon o f  spirit extracted from the lees o f  cider, or 
a pailful o f  old cyder poured into the cask, soon after the: ace..ous 
fermentation is begun ; but no wonder if  all these should fail i f  thc 
cyder be still continued in a close w arm  cellar. T o  give effect to  
either, it is necessary that the liquor be as m uch exposed to a colder 
atmosphere as conveniently may b e , and that for a considerable 
len g th  o f  time. B y  such m eans, it is possible to repicss the second 
fermentation in a great m easure; and i f  a cask o f  good cider cannot 
from thence be obtained, a tolerable one may.—  These remedies are 
innocent ; but if  the farmer or cyder-m erchant attempt to cover the 
accident occasir-ned by negligence or inattention,', by applying any 
preparation o f  had, let him reflect that be is about to commit an ab- 
silute and unqualified murder on those whose hap it  may be to drink

his poisonous d ra u g h t*  . . » r  *
Stum m ing of cider is a provincial phrase, s ig n ify in g  the fum ing

a cask  with burning sulphur; and is thus performed: take a stu p  o f  
canvas cloth about tw elve  inches long and two broad, let it  be dip­
ped in melted brimstone. W h e n  this m atch is dry, let it b e  lighted 
and suspended from the hung o f a cask (in w hich there are a few  
gallons o f  cider) until it is burnt o u t ;  the cask m ust remain stop-

*  Should, how ever, any one be wicked enough thus to sophis­
ticate a cask o f  cyder, his villainy may be detected in the following 
m a n n er:  M ak e a decoction o f  orpiment in lim e water, drop a 
small quantity hereof into a glass o f  suspected cyder, and it it has 
been impregnated with any preparation o f  lead, its colour w ill  scon 
change to a brow n, dirty red, or b la c k ;  but it it be genuine, its 
colour will remain nearly the same. Som e liquid liver o f  sulphur 
will have a similar effect. Bishop Watson directs us to boil toge­
ther, in a pint o f  water, an ounce o f  q u ic k l im e  a n d  half an ounce 
o f flowers o f  brimstone ; a few drops o f  this liquor being let ta 
into a glass o f  cider containing lead, w ill change the wnole into a
colour more or less brown. Ëffays, vol. iii. p. 37 5 •

In the 4th and 5th vol. o f  the Bath Society’ s Papers, there are 
several valuable papers on the pernicious effects of lead vessels 111 
dairies, w hich deserve public notice and attention,

p e i
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prd for an hoar or more, and then be rolled to and fro, to incorpo­
rate the fumes o f  the match with the cider, after which it may be 
filled. If the stum m ing he designed only to suppress some slight 
improper fermentation, the brimstone match is sufficient ; but if it 
be required to g iv e  any additional flavour to the cider, some pow­
dered g in ger, cloves, or cinnam on, & c . m ay he strewed on the match 
when it is m ade:— the burning these ingredients with the sulphur 
w ill con v ey  somewhat ór their fragrance to the whole cask  o f  cider ; 
but to d.-> it to the best advantage, it must be perrbrmed before the 
vinous fer men tat ion'"be fully pcrfccted.

T o  perfect a vessel o f  eider, after the foregoing steps have been 
taken, it will be found necessary now  and then to supply the waste I 
occasioned hy evaporation and insensible fermentation with fresh 
cider ; and about the beginning o f A p ril  fo llow ing to give it a final 
racking- A t  this time a com m ixture  o f  cider made from the Jer­
sey or any other luscious and sweet apple, with that o f  the sour ap­
ple?, may he recommended, to g iv e  it a general regular colouring 
— Should, however, a higher colour be required than what results 
from such com m ixture, a small quantity o f  burnt or melted sugar, !- 
prepared in the follow ing manner, w ill produce the desired effect: 
T a k e  a pound o f  sugar, and put into a stew-pan with a little water, j  
and place it over a clear fire, stirring it frequently till it turns black * 
take it o ff  the fire, and as it cools apply so.me cycler thereto, by little 
and little, and continue stirring it till it be thoroughly mixed. 
T h i s  colouring tinges to perfection, is very cheap, gives no luscious < 
sweetness, hut rather an agreeable bitterness, and thus recommends 
Jtself to the nicer palates.

Soon after this, in the same month, the cider m ay be bottled ; 
and by the month o f  June the ow ner m ay expect to find himself 
possessed of a rich, pleasant, and wholesome liquor.

If tnere be a general characteristic ot good cider fruit, it seems 
ic to be this : that the apple be o f  a yellow  or light red ground, tin*- 
“  ed with red streaks on the sun side, o f  a smait acid flavour, with 
r  hr ‘n j‘m cy parenchyma if it possess these criteria, he it J  
‘ called by what name soever it may, it w ill, doubtlessly, make 

•c good cider. ’ • > ç i t ’ I

Before-[ quit the rich and delightful V a le  o f  T a u n to n , I  must 
not pass bv  unnoticed, their orchards, from w hich cider is made in

c  htgnest perfection. T h e r e  are many gentlemen in the neigh- ; 
bo u mood or I aunton w ho sell their best cider for five or "six 
pouncl^ per hogshead ; and it is supposed that they possess an art, 
peculiar to themselves, ot con d uctin g  the fermentation, and there- ' 
by  preserving a rich and delicious f a v o u r . *  - T h e  best fruit de-

____ ___ lights

*  I n ,p a r t  o f  ilns c c u n r y ,  the art o f  m aking sweet rich cider. I  
w inch seili itom tr.ree to five or 4 x  guineas per hogshead, is re-

duced 1



■


