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s i R,

F r o m  the man, who thinks it neceifary to 

addrefs you, in the language o f  truth, an apo­

logy for offering the following, thoughts to your 

confidepation, is not to be expefled. To decline 

that folicitude, for which there might not exift 

a neceffity, would be the natural refult of very
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little reflection. T o  with-hold thofe fentiments, 

which might appear to be erroneous or untimely,  

would be but a flight facrifice to him, who de- 

fires to continue namelefs, and does not covet 

to be known.

But our circumftances require  fome fcrutiny 

and fome refolution : and to affift you in the  

one, and to confirm you in the other, are la­

bours of  that kind, which, however they  may 

be executed, you will not treat with difregard. 

Your iituation in this country makes it necef- 

fary, in a great crifis like this, that you fhould, 

perhaps, alter that tone of  moderation, by 

which, while men are contented to argue, the 

ofteniîble Minifter will be moft properly difiin- 

guifhed. And, i f  you fhall be driven to vindi­

cate the Conftitution, and the Laws, by any 

fignal a d  of punifhment, it is but jufl: to ap- 

piize  you, by how great a number of the

public



public fuch a meafure will be approved, and, 

if  neceffary, be feconded. I f  you fhall th ink it 

p ruden t ,  fdently to permit  thofe unmafked tra i­

tors, who are  inftigating the people o f  this 

country  to levy open war upon the Crown,

I fhall have one confolation— that my tacit ac- 

quiefcence, in a popular  delufion, did not con­

tr ibu te  a millioneth fhare to countenance its 

propagation.

T h is  language, Si 

pla iner  than  that to which  you have been 

accuftomed. I t  is, in general, the quali ty  of  

the  executive power not to want a ftimulative 

to its energy. And, the  popular  complaint 

againft minifterial jea loufy  has been too long, 

and too loud, to juft ify  a fuppofition, that it 

will be fufpei\ed ,  groundlefsly, o f  w inking at 

fedition;
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Il the recommendation I am venturing to 

give be bold-, I honeftly confefs I do not o ther-
.

wife intend it.

( 4 )

W h en  there are circulated through the coun­

try ,  in thoufands, and tens o f  thoufands, le t­

ters o f  invitation and fummons to all the rioters 

and lawlefs in the  land, exhorting them  to a r ­

ray themfelves in battalia for rebellion— when

there  are iifued from the Conventicles, in 

which,  it is faid, all tie-power of the country is 

reprefented, letters o f  marque againit the Con-

f l i tu t ion -------it is time for us, who have

fomething at flake, to t ry ,  whether  there  be 

not ftill left, power enough in the Executive 

Governm ent to bring, upon the heads o f  thofe 

who are illegally and unconstitutionally contriving 

plans o f  general ruin, the punifhment o f  the  

law— it is time for us to inquire, whether we

fhall
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fhall be driven, by the  confederate  f trength o f  

private aflociations, to protect our properties,  

our  liberties, ou r  families, and our  religion, 

againft the crazy « and. vicious diforders o f  an 

unlicenfed banditti— it is t ime for us, i f  thJe 

horrors  o f  a civil war threaten the land, to 

provide for our  defence. It is not a queft ion  

with  us, like that which is p u t  in a vaAh and 

vapid declamatory publication o f  a C lub in 

D ublin ,  “  W h e th e r  we may v en tu re  to fettle 

“  in a country ,  which we Jove with the natu-
%

ral preference  o f  m en,  not  the  puer i le  ac- 

“  quiefcence o f  c h i ld re n / ’ T h e  queflion is, 

w he ther  we, who are. fettled in the land, in g e ­

neral the defcenuants o f  thofe, b y  w hom  its 

l iberty was preferved, and its people were de ­

livered from the principles o f  flavery, fhall be 

f lr ipped o f  our  fortunes, and tu rned  from our  

habitations, the outcafls o f  a fociety, to the 

p ro te â io n  o f  which ,  we cotrld by  poffibility

have
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have no claim, but  th rough the compaflion of  

our rulers— and upon the folution o f  this, ano­

ther is contingent— whether, for our rulers,  we 

ihail chufe all the rabble in the land.— T o  d e ­

te r m in e  our  minds, and to regulate our con-
T J x

d u d ,  upon thefe fubjects, I do not fee a more 

eligible mode than this, o f  a public appeal to

the h.rft Minifler o f  a country.

\  / 7 »  i  '
I had hoped , Sir, that fuch an Addrefs as

this would not be neceflary. I had, not w ith­

out m uch ,  and, Í truft, not a reprehenfible 

anxiety for the R om an Catholics of Ireland, ad- 

drefled that Body, fomewhat at large, upon the 

calamities in which it was attempted to in­

volve them. And, I had the fatisfadion to 

find, that the wealthieft, the  higheft,  the wifeft, 

and the beft amongft them, concurred in m y 

fentiments. 1 had it in m y thoughts to addrefs 

the Proteftants of Ireland, with a fimilar view,

of
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of  expofing the falfehood o f  thofe rank aiTcr 

tions, by  which they  have been overborne. 

Stormed, as w’e are, in the  in trenchm ents  o f  

the  Confiitution, and bearded w ith  the u n ­

founded and im puden t  taunt,  that our  fecurity  

is no better  than a ram part  o f  tyrannous p re ju ­

dices, and inhum an bigotries, e re i led  by a 

narrow vicious policy upon the foundation o f  

felf-intereil ,  or reared on the ruins o f  morality 

and juftice, I could not fuppofe  there  was 

m u ch  danger in a t tem pting  to repel fuch 

aflailants. A man, who knew his ground, while 

reafoning, only ,  was reforted to, would, by  rea- 

foning, defend h im fe lf  : w'hile fails ,  only, w’erc 

appealed to, by f a d s  would  he be corrobo­

rated : he would oppofe  recital to recital ; he  

would place profeííion againft profeííion ; he 

would  refift falfehood with  t ru th  ; and he  

w'ould conquer.

I fhould
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I  fhould not  be afraid, Sir, to propbefy 

fuch a victory. Nor,  fhould I blufh in the  

ho u r  o f  t r iumph, at wearing m y portion of  

the laurels, though  all the Society o f  United 

I r i ihm en fhould execrate m y  fuccefs.

But, the t ime for argumentations and reafon-

ings, it feems is gone by  : and the propositions
\

for derangem ent were fcarcely become objef ts  

o f  confideration, when the derangement was

planned.-------T o  this letter I annex, for your

perufal,  a declaration of  war againft the confti- 

tution, which has been circulated through the 

kingdom, at firft under  enclofures to private 

perfons, and, afterwards, by means of a public 

impreffion, unhefitatingly emitted without fhame 

or terror.

It is publifhed, circulated, and avowed, by a 

fociety calling i tfelf  íh e  Society o f United Irifo-

nien,
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men, and authenticated, under their aflbciated 

character, by the fuperfcr ip t ion  o f  the nam e 

S i m o n  B u t l e r ,  as their  chairman, and the 

fignature o f  J a m e s  N a p p e r  T a n d y ,  as fecre- 

tary to the  meeting.

O n the  evident pu rp o r t  and intention o f  this 

manifefto it is unneceffary to dwell long. From  

the beginning to the end ,  it is a feditious rhap-  

fody, recom m ending  open war again ft the  efta- 

blifned governm en t:  a firebrand th row n at the 

people ,  for the  purpofe  o f  k indling  amongft 

them , the flames o f  civil difcord, and fmother- 

ing every  princip le  of loyalty, religion and m o­

rality, under the ruins o f  the  conilitution.

Having, in the original Declaration fiated, as 

fa i ls ,  pofitions, which unequivocally alfert the 

eflablifhed government to be  but a tyrannous

C and
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and illegal violation of  political and natural l i ­

berty ,  they call, by their  circular le t te r ,  on the 

body o f  the people to rife in arms, and wreft, 

by  force, out o f  the hands in which they are 

placed, all the legiflative and executive func­

tions. T o  abolifh the national religion, to de­

grade the national nobility, to  dethrone the king, 

and to difband the parliament.

T h e y  fay the H o u fe o f  Commons does not con­

tain the legitimate reprefentative o f  the people—  

that the majority of  that Houfe are the hired 

fervants of  the Englifh G overnm ent;  whofe mi- 

nifter, here,  is appointed for the purpofe  o f  

dealing out corruption to them — which, they fay, 

he has fo effectually d o n e ;  that he  is now the 

foie reprefentative of the people of Ireland.

T h e y  tell you, a more unjuft and abfurd con- 

ilitution cannot be devifed than that, which con­

demns
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demrjs the  natives o f  a country  to perpetual fer- 

vitude, under the  arbitrary dominion o f  itrangers 

and ilaves : and, in this ftate o f  abjeót flavery, 

they call for a fincere and hearty  union o f  all 

people  for accompliihing a compleat and radical 

reform in Parliament, by which Ir i ihm en o f  all 

religious perfuafions ihall be eligible as legifla- 

tors.

T h e y  tell you, we have no national govern­

m en t— that by the anarchy  which exifts, the 

flrong tyrannize, the rich opprefs ,  an . the  mafs 

are brayed in a m o r ta r ;  and that to refift the 

G ove rn m en t  we groan under ,  with eflfeét, only  

requires unanimity, decifion, and fp ir it,  in the 

people.

T h e y  then call upon the public, to unite  with 

them, and a d  together againft their common ene­

mies : to concentrate the  public power into one

C 2 folid



fülid mais ; the effeft o f  which once put in motion 

muft be rapid, momentous, and confequen t ia l .  

And they expedl that tranquillity which refts on 

the rights o f  hum an  nature, and leans on the arms 

by which thofe rights are to be maintained.

T h e y  entreat us to look around for men, fit 

to form thofe fiable fupports, on which Ireland 

m a y reft the lever o f  liberty ; to form an afTem- 

blage, refiftlefs in its pow er ; to draw together 

our beft and bravejl thoughts— our beft and brav- 

cjl men : i f  there  be  but ten, the ten muft be 

taken : the friends of liberty are to be rallied ; 

the  fpirit muft be brought into mafs ; and the 

mafs muft be refined into fpirit. They fear no 

men : in grtéü undertakings, they have always 

found it more difficult to attempt, than to accom- 

pUjb— and they muft perform all they m jb , i f  they

attempt all they can.

To

( 12 )



T o  difcover the palpable meaning o f  thefe 

addrefles, Sir, requires no penetration. Againft 

a government,  which they  declare to be illegiti­

mate,  they  fum m on the bravery  o f  the  valiant, 

and co-operation o f  the  people. Bravery is a 

talent o f  ufe only in war. Power,  pu t  in m o­

tion, is only the operation o f  force. And this 

force they defire to concentrate againft the G o ­

vernm ent ; and upon  their p r inc ip le  they c.rc

r ig h t :  it is l ike the  cafe o f  a madman, who 

fancies h im fclf  the  emperor  of the  moon, and 

thinks it very unjuft and o u t ra g é e -.s, that he  

fhould not be put in poifeiTion o f  his terri tory .—  

It  is acquir ing  r igh t  from wrong premifes. G o ­

vernm ent not national is u furpation ,  to be ju fl i-  

fiably refilled by force. Illegitimate governm ent 

is tyranny, againft which  the fword is the  ref in­

ance warranted by the conftitution.-------I t  is too

evident to be illuftrated by  explanation.
• », 

But
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But one word more on this fubjeft  : The laws 

o f  this country are not yet formally abrogated : 

and, by the law o f  the land it is treafon, i f  a 

man do levy war againit our Lord  the King in 

his realm, “  And this,” fays Sir William Black- 

ftone, “  may be done, by taking arms, not 

only to dethrone the King, but, under p re ­

tence to reform religion, or the laws, or to re­

move evil counfellors, or other grievances, whe­

ther  real or pretended.”

O f  the effedt o f  this publication, which I 

prefume to be as complete a fpecimen o f  fedi- 

tion, as the fcope of  genius or malignity, in 

the Society of  United Irifhmen, will have ever 

arrived at, much will be determined, by the 

immediate conduit  which his Majefty’s Minif- 

ter fhall think it expedient to adopt. Silence, 

neglecfl:, or inattention, may do much, in con­

tributing to encreafe that forwardnefs toward
t

confufion
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confuiion which is now  too notorious to conti­

nue  unregarded. A refolute,  firm, fteady, and 

dignified aíTertion o f  the laws, and the coniti- 

tution, will be equally effectual in checking a 

tem per ,  w hich  has undiflurbedly grown into a 

fize, portentous o f  danger,  m ere ly  from the 

c o n t e m p t i b i l i t y  and foulnefs of  its fource.

W e  have hangm en  for rebels, and axes for 

traitors. W e  have gaols for rioters, and pillo­

ries for libellers. And, melancholy a d u ty  as 

it  always is, to viiit upon vice, the  pan i ihm en t  

o f  its tranfgreflions, it is a duty ,  which  ought 

cheerfully  to be difcharged w hen  mercy threa­

tens to becom e ru inous ,  and im pun i ty  encreafes, 

bo th  the  num bers  of  the  guilty, and the mea- 

fure  o f  the guilt. T w o  or th ree  ringleaders, 

b rough t  to condign punifhment,  in t ime, may 

preven t  the neceflity o f  involving thoufands in 

their  misfortunes : and, it is furely a more h u ­

mane

.
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m ane  and politic exercife of power, to cor- 

reét the open levying o f  war upon the confli- 

tution, by a few llriking examples, in the per­

forms o f  mifchievous and defigning men, than to 

wait until,  o f  nectffity, the vifitation muft be 

exten led to numbers,  who fhall be objedts of  

pity  rather than feverity. I t  is in  the nature 

o f  man to judge,  with natural ' feelings, and to 

draw natural inferences from obvious fails. He 

will naturally  conclude that that power cannot 

refill; the force, by  which it is unrefiftingly af- 

failed, and unavengedly infulled. H e  will 

th ink  thofe aiTertions are true, w'hich are ad ­

vanced with effrontery and heard without con­

tradiction. He will th ink, that men poifeifed of  

property,  endowed with privileges, or enjoying 

rank, fhould be willing to preferve thefe advan­

tages, i f  they could. I f  their p roper ty  be 

cil led plunder,  their privileges an ufurpation, 

and their rank be branded with the opprobrium

of
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o f  ty ranny ,  why fhould he contradict afper-  

fions, to which they liilen w ithout  refentm ent ? 

I f  it be demanded as matter of r ight,  that  the  

rank  fhall be abolifhed, the privileges ann ih i­

lated, and the p roper ty  abandoned, who fhall 

we expecft to advance in their  fupport ,  bu t  their  

poflclTors ? And they ,  w ho  witnefs fo m uch  

outrage with fo little oppofition, will eafily be 

miiled to th ink, that  that cannot be puniihed 

w h ich  is fuffered to paf3 w ithout notice.

I am not unaware, Sir, that  it will here  be 

replied to me, that  I only encreafe  the im p o r ­

tance o f  thefe m en  (their  malevolence is beyond 

aggravation) by  treating their  extravagance feri- 

oufly. It will be told m e,  that  no man in his 

fenfes can fear the  conftitution o f  this country  

fhall be levelled with the duft, by an unaifoci- 

ated com m ixture  o f  meannefs, ambition, tu rb u ­

lence, bankrup tcy ,  and defperation. I fhall

D  hear
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hear  it faid that the order of things will long 

remain unconfounded, and whole, againft the 

attempts  o f  thofe, who are labouring for their 

confufion, only to occafion a general fcramble, 

in which their dexterity  may filch whatever is 

ufeful and valuable from the general flock. 1 

may be told, that meannefs will afpire to fame, 

even through martyrdom, and that obfcurity 

will pant for the irradiations o f  glory, even 

through the medium o f  punifhment : T h a t  he, 

w ho  has no houfe, will be contented with the 

fhelter, even o f  a prifon, and it will be little 

mortification to his feelings, who cannot feed 

himfelf, if  he be fed by the public.

In the country  I (hall be told, that this fpirit 

o f  diforder has gained but few converts, of bit­

ter name, or o f  little fagacity. And in the ca­

pital, it will be faid that it is treating with too 

m uch  dignity that, which is in i tfelf  but a

burlefque,
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burlefque, to fuffer any real anxiety about the 

anonymous Declarations that are published f iom  

taverns, by a few unknow n,  or unnoted,  m id '  

night confpirators. H e ,  who is im peded in the 

flreet by a fquadron o f  politicians, bluilering, 

in their ragged majefly, about rights and re ­

forms, and the  people ,  feels any fenfation as 

foon as terror at the  appearance. It imprefles 

h im  with  no apprehenfions,  when he  beholds, 

flinging out o f  their lurk ing places, or vomited 

out  o f  fome drinking  houfe, a club of  fpeechlefs 

orators, full o f  the rights o f  m en  and porter,  

be lching out their inarticulate mutterings about 

declarations and teft oaths; and revolutions, and 

daggering in the way o f  every fober paff^nger.

I am  aware, Sir, that,  in fuch obfervations 

there  feems m uch  force. It is not by  a few 

iniignificant men, that m uch  mifchief,  o f  any 

kind, is apparen tly  to be dreaded. And it will

D 2 be
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be though t ,  that the  f ram e o f  our  conilitution 

has flood too long and weathered too m any 

ilorms, u n h u r t ,  to be efFe&ed n o w  by the l ight 

brea th  o f  ang ry  declamation and frothy difcon- 

tent.  I hope it may long continue the o b j e d  o f  

our  love, and the bu lw ark  o f  our  fecurity .—  

B ut ,  we muft  rem em ber ,  Sir, tha t  the nobleft 

edifice that ever  was eredled by hum an  contri­

vance, m ay ,  i f  neglecfted, be  underm ined  to its 

defirudlion, by  the  verm in,  toward  which the 

notice o f  few eyes will be at t ra i led ,  and which 

never  can become entitled to o u r  obfervation, 

w i thou t  excit ing  difguft.

T h o fe  m en ,  Sir, m ay  continue unnoticed, 

and be encouraged, by im pun i ty ,  long enough, 

to occafion m uch  both  o f  d iforder  and bloodihed. 

T h o fe ,  w ho  have no rights  but the  rights o f  

m an ,  which, to them , are profligacy, idlenefs, 

diforder, and riot, make no fecret o f  their  i n ­

tentions,



tentions, to take the confiitution by force : W e  

who have fome rights o f  citizens, and believe, 

that the  wholefome rights o f  man are p roper ty ,  

l iberty ,  and fecurity, cannot fit filent, as the 

unconcerned fpe&ators o f  fuch hofiility. W e  

muft preferve  ourfelves,  and, therefore,  we will 

preferve the conflitution.

T h is  will not be a doubtful  talk ; tho’ it may be 

a troublefome and a dangerous one. It may be­

come dangerous and lamentable, by the p h renzy  

of  thofe who are labouring to embroil us. And 

fuccefs in a civil war, never was, and never will 

be, a m atte r  o f  exultation to the good, even 

among the victors. But,  we know the p r in c i ­

ples, and th e  tem per ,  as well as the  n u m ­

bers o f  thofe, w ho  are enlifted under the  r e ­

volution fiandard, too well, to expeift they can 

long continue to co-operate,  unlefs in the  evil 

o f  their  defigns.

Perhaps,
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Perhaps, Sir, among the wonders o f  the 

time, there  is nothing more extraordinary, than 

that,  apparently ,  cordial jundlion, which, it is 

laid, has taken place between the moil zealous, 

and violent, of two fe<5ls, whofe tempers,  m an­

ners, politics, and faith, are, and ever have 

been, in the moil wide, and unaccommodating, 

oppofition to each other. T h e  Papiils, whofe 

genius is intolerance, whofe religion is bigotry, 

whofe politics are defpotifm : And the Preiby-

terians, a people,  who avowedly deteft a king, 

as more noxious than a peililence, and have not, 

in their vocabulary, a term o f  defcription for 

the  hierarchy, that is not, alfo, a term o f  in­

famy, derifion, or reproach. '

T h a t ,  between two bodies, fo adverfe to each 

other, even a temporary coalefcence could be 

occafioned, is only to be accounted for, by that 

rage for revolution, which it has recently been

attempted
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a ttem pted  to import  f rom a coun try ,  to which, 

or the fafhions o f  which, as far as I can learn, 

the  morals, the  loyalty, or the religion, o f  thefe 

kingdoms, never has been m uch indebted, and 

never indebted, for any th ing  that was good. 

R e v o l u t i o n  ! the  fum m um  botium o f  life— R e ­

v o l u t i o n  ! the  grand  zeft, by  which relifh 

and variety are given to the infipid comforts  o f  

p ro fpe r i ty— R e v o l u t i o n  ! the glorious t . ieme 

o f  exulta tion  for thofe, who burft afunder the  

bonds of  oppreffion and tyranny,  by  which they 

were manacled— R e v o l u t i o n  ! the great poh- 

t ic jl  mortality,  under  whofe  ilroke all tne cr* 

ders, and d ift indions,  and powers, o f  fociety, 

are to be levelled and huddled together in one 

common charnel-houfe  —  R e v o l u t i o n  ! the 

great Tnagical incantation o f  battle and victory 

at which Lettres de Cachet vanifhed Ludibrio 

Ventis,  and the weight o f  the Baflile, l ike a 

pantomimic caille, at the touch of  the  magi-

_ v cia *s
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cian’s wand, mouldered into ruins— R e v o l u ­

tion  ! the fpell, by which three and twenty  

millions o f  people, endwarfed under the galling 

debafement o f  flavery, roufed their faculties at 

an inflant and fprung up  into giants.

T h e  misfortune o f  this countr y . i o  confider-

ing the French Revolution, has been, that thofe 

who were mofl enam oured with it, had fludied

it the leafl. Rem em bering,  only, the wafle, 

which was fo recently barren, they looked with 

rap ture  on a furface, over which all the verdure 

and beauty o f  this mufhroom conftitution were 

r ipened in a day. And, forgetting all the d i s ­

parities o f  feafon and climate, o f  place and cir- 

cumflance, the  only object, upon which their 

imagination refled with complacency, was the 

change.
/

T h e  only queflion now to be confidered is, 

W h e th e r  the conflitution is to be taken byf lo rm ,

cr
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or not. T h e  Pa pi ft s tell you,  that it is their in­

law, hecaufe it refults from the na tu re  o f  man, 

that they  fhould have a lhare in the  legifiature •• 

and the Pre ibyterians tell you, that,  i f  the Pa-

pifts rife to aifert this r ight,  they will unite in 

the infurrecflion, and the  confederate f lrength 

o f  the two bodies will be too m uch for you to

In  fuch a ftate as this, Sir, you ftand upon a 

precipice,  w here ,  i f  you yield a particle, you  

are loft for ever. Give them  footing to firuggle 

with you  once for the conilitution, a n d -you will 

not be able to g rapp le  with them  in your fall ; 

or ,  if you do, it will be, only, in the  firuggle, 

to b r ing  you both to the  ground, in one com­

mon ruin.

heren t  right,  a r ight param ount

E I f



.

I f  you grant any thing, you grant it to a mob:
I

and by the mob, who have raifcd the prefent 

clamours, not an atom will be facrificed o f  that  

confequence, to be derived from the acqutfi-

tion.

( 25 )

T h e  Roman Catholics, you 

majority o f  the  people. T h ey  are the power ot 

the flatc. Le t  them  into Parliament, and it is 

beyond conjetf ure or calculation, that they will, 

in Parliament,  have  a majority. It is a lame 

policy, which will truft to fuch a majority the 

fecurity of  the  prefent landed property ,  or 

the  toleration o f  the prefent eilablifhed religion. 

W h a t  Hands in their way if you give them the 

p o w er?  Your i la tute-book; a few mufty votes 

paffed, as they  will tell you, by a fet o f  u iu ip -  

s, who became, by  accident, enabled to violate

all the rights of man and nature, and to eredl a 

fyftem of  tyranny, which it would, to ad  con­

fidently,



fiftently, be their du ty ,  and ,  at all hazards, 

would be their  purpofe  to aboliih and oblite­

rate. W ith  them , the  laws o f  this c o u n t r y  are 

bu t  a tyrannous exercife o f  power, over v\ea,<- 

nefs. W i th  them , thé forfeitures of  their  feftm i
are no better  than  the  p lunder  of conqueft,  

taken in times o f  hoflility, and the  o b je d s  oi 

recap tion  whenever  they  (hall be adequate  to 

re take this booty. T h e  Society o f  United Iri ih-  

men fortify  this fentim ent in their  new bre th ien  

th e  Catholics, by  telling them  that the fituation 

o f  this country ,  for á century  back, has been a 

ftate o f  war. If it have been a ftate o f  war, we 

are yet  not in peace, and thofe, who rally now , 

becaufe th ey  th in k  themfelves ftrong, for the  

purpofe  o f  wrefting, by  force, that,  to which 

they  th ink  themfelves legally entitled, need no 

com m enta tors  to prove that ,  whatever they  ob ­

tain they  will confider as the  fpoils o f  battle, 

won from the vanquiihed.

E 2 You



You are told, Sir, in plain terms, that the 

Proteftant government is an ufurpation, from 

Wiiich it is conilitutional to drive us by force.—  

T im e ,  though it has given us age, they  fay, has 

brought no i lrength to our afeendancy. O bed i­

ence to our ordinances has given no authority  

to ordinances, in the ir .na tu rd  vicious. PoiTef- 

fion has conferred no right o f  property  on thofe 

who derive under  a title -radically illegal.

I f  the  Papifts, though unqueftionably the moil 

num erous ,  ihouIJ not appear to be the moll 

powerful,  the  other  contingency is, that the
s

Preibyterians will become afcendant.

But in f a d ,  and ruinous as it muft obvious 

be, for this kingdom, to be fubmitted to either 

party ,  the p ro fp ed ,  which opens from the pre- 

fent fituation of  affairs here, unlefs fpeedy and

firm



firm meafures be taken to prevent it, is that  o f  

a complete and irrecoverable anarchy, under  the 

ill-concerted and difcordant j u n d io n ,  between 

the defperate  and violent am ong  both thofe p a r ­

ties. M en, who own no  G od ,  who follow no 

religion, who honour  no king, who obey no 

law ; bu t  th ink  that the  conftitution is no more 

than  an unihapeti mafs, w hich  every man, into 

whofe hands it m ay fall, or who can lay his 

hands on it, is at l iberty  to mould into every 

fantaftic form he  p l e a ^ 0

W h ile  the  dangers ,  which threaten  this coun­

try ,  are  yet  on ly  im m inent ,  [it behoves you 

m uch,  Sir, to look to its fituation. T o  relieve 

the  nation from thofe broils, which are fom ent­

ing, and to preferve the  national connexion be­

tween Britain and Ireland, i f  you  fuffer the mif- 

ch ie f  to get an head, they  will offer but two ex ­

pedients, o f  which neither  the  one nor the other



will be tolerable to the  people, nor palatable  to 

the  friends o f  government. W e  muft be driven 

to  the eftablifhment of a perm anent m ilitary  

force, in the fhape o f  a militia, of m onürous  

bu rden ,  and great irkfomenefs to the  peop le :  

O r ,  we muft fubmit,  -at once, to an union with 

G reat  Britain, and fo be contented to purchafe 

a merely fubordinate and unw orthy  fe tu ri ty ,  

againft thofe calamities, from which our  infuf- 

ficiency ihall not have p ro ted ed  us.

C 3 0  )

T h e fe ,  Sir, are alterations which the  landed j

gentlemen o f  this country  coniider with m uch 

apprehenfion,  and fome jealoufy.- T h e  im 

m e n f e  patronage, to be immediately added to the 

Crown, by a national militia, though it may be 

rendered abfolutely neceffary on fuch an occa- 

fion as I have mentioned, would, perhaps, ulti­

mately, give the executive power a preponde- 

' rancy



rancy in the  political balance,, beyond that mea-

fure, which is fafe and conftitutional.-------T h e

country  gentlemen of  Ire land will view, with 

great curiofity, and difcountenance, ,by  very rt> 

folute co n d u i t ,  every th ing  which may have * 

tendency toward the adoption o f  this meafure .  

T h e  Roman Catholics will do fo, becaufe o f  the 

tax a t io n ;  and the Proteflants will be no lefs 

fcrutinous and fpirited, becaufe o f  the t a x u t i o n -  

w hich  they m uft  feel no lefs, and the  influence 

which  they  dread more than the others.

O a  an union,  it is not  neceflary to  tell th e  

fentiments  o f  any man, who underftands the 

m eaning  o f  the  term. O n  that  meafure,  by which 

all that is elegant and poliihed, in fociety, (hall 

be led to abandon the  ifland ; b y  which every 

m an  o f  large fortune,  or valuable connexions,

muft become an alien to the land that fupports

him ;

(  3 '  )



him ; by which, o f  courfe, all the fpecie of  the
\

country  muft be drained out of it, to be fpent 

on the luxuries o f  another ; by which the  arts 

muft decline, and manufactures rapidly dwindle 

away— On fuch a meafure as this, there cannot 

be two opinions. Every man would oppofe it : 

and every thinking man will now feel h im felf  

roufed to oppofe thofe phrenzies ,  by which 

fuch a ftep may be rendered expedient.

é
T h e  time requires the public mind ihould be 

iatisfied, that the  machine of  the conftitution is 

too well preferved, to be clogged or overturned

by the fi othy boafting o f  a few vain demagogues :
if

and that we fhall not be driven, either to a ftand-

ing national militia, or an union to keep  them 

in or<

T h e re  is refulting from the forefight o f  thefe 

two confequences, which I have mentioned, a

third.



th ird ,  that deferves no little confideration. It is 

a conftitutional affociation o f  the  independent
■ *

landed and monied men o f  Ireland. By m any  

o f  this defcription it is thought that  little more 

will be neceffary than fuch an union, i f  they 

fhall be d:iven to form it, in defence o f  the con- 

ilitution.

( 33 )

rl hey th ink ,  that  thofe, who have  fortune 

and ran k  in the country ,  ought ,  in fuch an 

em ergency ,  to ftand u p  like men, and avow, 

early, that they  will do that  to which N a tu re  

will impel them , i f  any commotion render it 

neccifary ;  that they  will fupport  that eftabliih- 

m ent ,  and order o f  things, upon  which the ad­

vantage of  fociety refts : that  the  gen tlem en  o f  

landed fortune and commercial wealth, th ro u g h ­

out  the  kingdom, ought to declare their  fixed 

refolution, to prevent the wretched dregs of  a

F  befotted

I
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befottcd faítion from bringing the whole poli­

tical efiate into a general ho tch-pot.-------T h e y

th ink  it not unwife, to labour w ith  thofe who 

are not yet infeóied by  this blighting peflilence, 

with all their natural and confiitutional influence, 

in checking the progrefs o f  a plague which th rea t­

ens their deflruflion. I t  is a conilitutional influ­

ence, when the rich perfuade the poor, w ithout  

oppreflion. It is aconfiiiutional influence, when 

the landlord calls upon his tenant to jo in  him 

in fecuring the quiet  pofleffion o f  their common 

flock. I t  is a natural influence, when the e m ­

ployer urges to his workmen the neceflity o f  

laws, and the comforts o f  protection. I t  is a 

conflitutional duty ,  to labour with every man, 

iri the loweft as well as the higheft ranks, in 

fupport  of that fyftem, by which the peafant, in 

his cottage, is as fully protected as the prince 

upon his throne : b y  which poverty may, by

law, withfland the opprefiion o f  power, and the
\

high eft



{  35 )
/ *

T o  continugatives o f  the monarch are valid in

o f  this lifcrcife, only, when they  are direfled to 

good of  his people*

T o  abaih, into their native obfcurity, and be­

coming filence, thofe  democratical  factions, 

which are now become too clamorous to be any 

longer contemptible ,  it is imagined, that,  i f  re-  

courfe  muft be had to fuch a meafure , the  m oil  

effectual refiftance to them  will be made by fuch  

a fociety, comprifing none, b u t  men o f  real in­

dependence, in the  country, o f  every  p e r fu s ­

i o n ,  who will declare their  fixed refolve, to 

upho ld  a conflitution, which time has proved to 

be  better  adapted  than any o ther  on earth ,  to 

preferve  the happinefs  o f  the people.

T o  fuch a body, holding a firm, middle courfe ,  

be tw een  the difquiet  o f  faflion, and the abufes 

©f au thor ity ,  any minifter will anxioufiy look

F  z  for
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for fu p p o r t ;  and from fuch a l, , w ,̂0 ĉ P0^1 

turally receive counfel, which can nev- ”  T h e y  

and communications which  will never u. 1̂0 

heeded.

l o  fuch a fociety the people will [fuccefsfully 

look up, for a watchful and fcrutinous guardian- 

ih ip  of their real fecurity, againft theoretical in­

novation and hafty change, as well as againft the  

encroachments o f  power, i f  by power encroach­

ments fhall be attempted. By fuch 'a fociety 

will thofe be kep t  from wandering into raih and 

mifchievous fpeculations, whofe temper has all 

the  reflleffnefs o f  political enterprize ,  and who, 

by their talents and their ftation are deftined to 

be fubordinate.

W h e th e r  there fhall be any occafion to form 

an union o f  this kind, will be, in a great degree, 

determined by the condudt which you, Sir, lhall

think



T o  continue the internal peace and p ro fp e r i ty  

o f  this k ingdom  ; to preferve the federal connec­

tion between it and G rea t  Britain ; to maintain 

the conflitution, and fave the religion o f  the land, 

are the  objects which  may refult  from your pre-  

fent condu it .  A nd ,  with  views o f  fo great  and 

momentous a m agnitude  as thefe,  rigour may
•  -  

ceafe to be feverity : lenity may be no longer 

continue to be hum ane .  Comjp.i;qj!pèrior v ir tue  

modatiQip.of f trength. T h e  honeft,  de te rm ined  

afpedt o f  a body re fpedab le ,  itanding on the 

firm ground o f  the known conflitution, will be 

able to look their flaring horrors  oui o f  counte­

nance.

B u t  it is an expedien t  o f  great magnitude and 

fome danger. F rom  the  combination of  force, 

among a num erous  and fpirited people, while 

that  force is determined toward extrinfic mif- 

chief,  perhaps more of the advantage, than evil,



f o r f u p p o r t ;  and from fuch a u ’ wîlolc Polt‘ 

turally receive counfel, which can nev T h e y  

and communications which will never l,. 1̂0

heeded.

l o  fuch a fociety the people will [fuccefsfully

look up, for a watchful and fcrutinous guardian-

ih ip  of their real fecurity, againft théoretical in-

1 ^afty  change, as well as againft the  
government,  laws, ’ h

and preferved. And to you, Sir, ihaUriw f Ĉ

turally look for fufficient meafures, for their

fecurity and prefervation.

• VI  have already, Sir, fuggeiled the mode which 

appears the  moil eligible.

But, let the time pafs, and the fame conduit
é

which would be conclufive now, will, then ,  o n ­

ly ferve to irritate and encreafe the paflions of  

the difcontented.
T o



T o  continue the internal peace and p ro fp e r i ty  

o f  this k ingdom  ; to preferve the federal connec­

tion between it and G rea t  Britain ; to maintain 

the  conflitution, and fave the religion o f  the  land, 

are the o b je d s  which  may refult from your pre-  

fent condu it .  A nd ,  with  views o f  fo great  and 

m om entous a magnitude as thefe, rigour m ay
•  -  

ceafe to be feverity : lenity  may be no longer 

continue to be hum ane .  Com promife ,  or acco­

modation, of  any kind, for the  prefent,  m uil  

neceiTarily produce only fu r ther  arrogance, and 

more flagrant fedition.

You cannot, Sir, be blinked to the  glare of  

thefe  menaces, w ith  which the  conftitution is 

demanded of  you. T o  m ake  any conceilion, in 

fuch circumftances, no th ing  can be retained. 

T o  retain the liberties and profperity  we have, 

no th ing  can be  granted : and there is requifite  

to preferve thofe bieffings to the people  o f  this 
%

country ,

( 39 )



country, but a firm, a*cóol an:] intrepid refolu- 

lu m ,  to yicldniotlnng ôl thatj (if which no.por-
4

ri > n c m be fur; endéred without the ruin o f  the « ■> ' 

entire. *'i

I am, Sir,

M  &V.
p  UB.T. TN,
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