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FRQM the Q&r}} who thmks it neceﬂ'ary to
adérefs yoxtn?thc language of truth, an apo-.

3 ."i“”lngy for offering the following. thoughts to your
et _
~ confi

n, is not to be expe&cd.' To decline

de, for which there might not exift

y, wonld be the natural refult of very.

little.
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little refle@tion. To with-hold thofe fentlmcntg%"

which might appear to be erroneous or untlmﬂg* >

would be but a flight facrifice to him, who de=

fires to continue namelefs, and does not covet

to be known.

But our circumftances require’ fome {crutiny
and- fome refolution: -and to affit you in the
one, and to confirm you in the other, are la-
bours of that kind, which, however they may
be executed, you will Wbt freat with difrégard.
Your fituation in_this country makes it necel-
fary, ina great criﬁs'lil:;e thqfs, that you fhould,
perhaps, alter.that tone of moderation, By
which, while mea are contented to argue, the
oftenfible' Minifter will be moft properly diftin-
guithed. And, if you fhall be driven to vindi-

cate/the Conftitution, and the Laws, by any

fignal ‘aét of punifhment, it is but juft to ap- .

piizé you, by how great a number of the
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publ:c fuch a meafure will be approved, and E 3 '-15

if neceﬁ'ary,‘ be feconded. If you fhall think ﬂ:

-;Srudent, filently to permft thofe unmafked trai-

tors, who are inftigating the people-of this

country to levy open war upon the Crown, -

I fhall have one confolation—that my. tacit ac-

quiefcence, in a popular delufion,, did not con-

tribute a millioneth fhare to countenance its

propagation.

M

This language, Sir, Es? poflibly, fomewhat

~plainer than that to which you have been

accuftomed. It ié,_'in general, the quality of

the executive power not to want a ftimulative

to its energ\y And, the popular cor-nplaint
agamﬁ rﬁﬁ’&cnal jealoufy has been too”long,
and ttﬁ@l@ud to juftify a fuppofition, that it
w1ll h@'ﬁlfpe&ed groundlefsly, of winking at
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If the recommendation I am venturipg %o

“give be bold, I honeftly confefs I' do not ether-

wife intend it.

When there are circulated through the coun-
try, in thoufands, and tens of thoufands, let-
ters of invitation and fummons to all the rioters
and lawlefs in the land, exhorting them to -ar-

ray themfclves in battalia for rebellion—when

there are iffued from “the Conventicles, in
which, it is faidy, allide-power of the country is
reprefented, letters of marque againtt the Con-
flitution ——it is time for us, who have
fomething at ftake, to try, whether there be
not fill' left, power enough in the Executive
Government to bring, upon the heads of thofe

who are i/legally and ur:cqnﬁi:utiarzaily cont;iving

plans.of general ruin, the punithment of the

law—it is time for us to inquire, whether we

thall




L '5'7)

private affociations, to protet our properties,.

our liberties, our famiiies, and our religion,
againft the crazy .and. vicious diforders: of an
unlicenfed bgnditli—it is time for us',"if tl“):z
horrors of a civil war threaten the land, "\to
provide for our defence. It is not a queftion
with us, like that which is put in a vaih and
vapid declamatory publication of a , Club in
Dublin, ¢¢ Whether we may venturé to fettle
“ in a country, which we™ove with the naty-

»

“ ral preference of men, pot the puerile ac-

““ quiefcence of children,” The queftion is,
’
- whether we, who are fettled in the land, in ge-

neral the defceruants of thofe, by whom its

liberty was préfc’rved, and its people were de-
livered from-the principles of flavery, fhall be
firipped of our fortunes, and turned from our

habitations, the outcafts of a fociety, to the

. Em;gaion of which; we could by poffibility

o
, | have .

t

»
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have no claim, but through the compaﬂiori"* of

- our rulers—and upon the folution of thisy.ano-

ther is contingent—whether, for our rulcré, we
fhall chufe all the rabble in the land.—=To de-
jermine our minds, and to regulate ‘our con-
d;JE’r, upon thefe fubjects, I donet fee a more
el-i{;ible mode than _this, of a public appeai to
the firft Minifier of a country.

I had hoped, Sir, that fuch an Addrefs as
this would not be meceflary. I had, not with-
out much, and, 1 truft, not a reprehenfible
anxiety for the Roman Catholics of Ireland, ad-
dreffed that Body, fomewhat at large, upon the
calamities in ‘which it was attempted to in=
volve ‘them. And, I had the fatisfallion to
find,"that the wealthieft, the higheft, the wifef,
and the beft amongft them, concurred in my
fentiments. 1 had it in my thoughts to addrefs
the Proteftants of .Ireland, with a fimilar view,

o of :

L




of expofing the falfehood of thofe rank affer
ti'ons, by which they have been overborne.
Stormed, as we are, iﬁ the intrench.mems of
tﬂe Contftitution, and bearded with the ﬁn-
founded and impudent t'a'unt, that our fecarity
is no. better than a rampart of tyrannous prejua
dices, and inhuman bigotries, erefted by a
narrow vicious policy upon the foundation of
felf-intereft, or reared on the ruins ‘of morality
and juftice, I could not fuppofe there was
much danger in attempting to repel fuch
affailants. A man, who knew his ground, while
réafoning, only, was r_eforted to, would, by rea-
foning, defend himfelf: while fa@s, only, were
appealed to, by falts would he be corrobo-
rated : he would oppofe recital to recital ; he
would place. profeflion againft profeflion ; he
would .ré:_ﬁﬁ,falfehood with truth; and he

would. conquer.

I fhould
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I fhould not be afraid, Sir, to prppl&@

=

- fuch a vi@ory. Nor, fhould T blufh in the

hour of triumph, at wearing my portion of
the laurels, though all the Society of.United

Irithmen fhould execrate my fuccefs.

.‘ ‘But, the time for argumentations and reafon-
ings, it feems is gone by : and the propofitions
for derangement were fcarcely become objects
of confideration, when .the derangemeﬁt wais-

A

planned.

——To this letter I annex, for your
perufal, a declaration of war againft the confti-
tution, which has been circulated throﬁgh the
kingdom, at firft under enclofures to private
perfons, and, afterwards, by means of a public

impreflion, unhefitatingly emitted without (hame

or tCrror.

It is publithed, circulated, and avowed, by a

fociety calling itlelf The Society of United Irifb- |

m” bl ! 3
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‘men, and authenticated, under their affociated

character, by the fuperfcription of the name
SimoN BuTLER, as their chairman, and the
fignature of James Napprr TanDy, as fecre-

tary to the meeting.

On the evident purport and intention of this

manifefto it is unneceffary to dwell long. From
the beginning to the end, it is a feditious rhap-
fody, recommending open war againft the efta-

blifhed government: «a firébrand thrown at the

- people, for the purpofe -of kindling amongft

them, the flames of civil difcord, and {mother-
ing every principle of loyalty, religion and mo-

rality, under the ruins of the conflitution.

Having, in the original Declaration flated, as
faéts, ‘pofitions, which unequivocally affert the
eftablifhed government to be but a tyrannous

3, and




and illegal viclation of political and natural lie
“berty, they call, by their circular letter, on the
body of the people to rife in arms, and wreft,
by force, out of the hands in which they are
placed, all the legiflative and executive func-
tions. To abolifh the national religion, to de-

grade the national nobility, to dethrone the king,

and to difband the parliament.

They fay the Houfe of Commons does not con-
tain the legitimate reprefentative of the people—
that the majority of that Houfe are the hired
fervants of the Englith Government; whofe mi-
nifter, here, is appointed for the purpofe of
dealing out corruption to them—which, they fay,
he has fo effc¢tually done; that he is now the

fole reprefentative of the people of Ireland.

They tell you, a more unjuft and abfurd con-

flitution cannot be devifed than that, which con-

demns
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demus the natives of a country to perpetual fer-
vitude, under the arbitrary dominion of ftrangers
and flaves: and, in this flate of abject flavery,
they call for a fincere and hearty union of all
people for accomplithing a compleat and radical
reform in Parliament, by which Irithmen of all

religious perfuafions fhall be eligible as legifla-

tors.

| They tell you, we have no national govern-

ment—that by the anarchy which exifts, the.

ftrong tyrannize, the rich opprefs, and the mafs
are brayed in a mortar; and that to refift the
Government we groan under, with effec, only
requires zmanimity, decifion, and [fpirit, in the

people.

They then call upon the public, to unite with
them, and a& together againft their common ene-

mies :to concentrate the public power into one

C 2 {olid
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folid mafs; the eﬁ‘e& of which once put in motion. .
muft be rapid, momentous, and confcqgedt’ial‘.
And they expett that tranquillity which refts on
the rights of human nature, and Jeans on the arms

by which thofe rights are to be maintained.

They entreat us to look around for men, fit
to form thofe ftable fupports, on which Ireland
may reft the lever of liberty ; to form an affem-
blage, refiftlefs in its power ; 0 draw together
our beft and draveft thoughts—our beft and brau-
¢t men: if there be but ten, the ten muft be
taken : thé friends of liberty are to be rallied ;
the {pirit muft be brought into mafs; and the
mafs muft be refined into {pirit. They fem;’xa
mett ;i great undertakings_they have always
found it more difficult to attempt, than to accom-
plifp—and they muft perform all they wifb, if they

attempt all they can. b,
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To difcover the palpable meaning of thefe

addreffes, Sir, requires no penetration. Againft
a government, which they declare to be illegiti-
mate, they fummon the bravery of the valiant,
and co-'operatioﬁ of the people. Bravery is a
talent of ufe only in war. Power, pﬁt in mo-
tion, is only the operation of force. . And this
force they defire to- concentrate again{t the Go-

vernment ; and upen their principle they are

right: it is like the cafe of a madman, who
fancies himfclf the emperor of the moon, and

thinks it very unjuft and outrageous, that. he
fhould not be put in-poffeflion of his territory.—

It is acquiring right from wrong premifes. Go-

fwernment not national is ufurpation, to be jufti-

fiably refifted by force. lllegitimate government
is tyranny, againft which the fword is the refift-

It 1s too

ance warranted by the conftitution.

evident to be illuftrated by explanation.

But
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But one word more on this fubje& : The laws -

of this country are not yet formally abrogated :

and, by the law of the land it is treafon,. if a

man do levy war againft our Lord the King in
his realm, ¢ And this,” fays Sir Willia-m Black-
ftone, ““ may be done, By taking arms, not
only to dethrone the King, but, under pre;
tence to reform relz'gion, or the laws, or to re-

move evil counfellors, or other grievances, whe-

ther real or pretended.”

Of the effe@ of this publication, which I
prefume to be as complete a {pecimen of fedi-
tion, as the fcope of genius or malignity, in
the Society of United Irithmen, will have ever
arrived at, much will be determined, by the
immediate condu@ which his Majefty’s Minif-
ter fhall think it expedient to adopt. Silence,
neglect, or inattention, may do much, in con-

tributing to encreafe that forwardnefs toward

confufion
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con-fufion which is now too notorious to conti-
nue unregarded. A refolute, firm, fteady, and
dignified affertion of the laws, and the confti-
tution, will be equally cfﬁ:&ual in checking a
temper, which has undifturbedly grown into a
fize, portentous of danger, merely from the

contemptibility and foulnefs of its{ource.

We have hangmen for rebels, and axes for
traitors. We have gaols for rioters, and pillo-
ries for libellers. And, melancholy a duty as
it always is, to vifit upon vice, the punifhment
of its tranfgreflions, it is a duty, which ought
cheerfully to be difcharged when mercy threa-
tens to become ruinous, and impunity encreafes,
both the numbers of the guilty, and the mea-
fure of the guilt. Two or three ringleaders,
brought-to condign punithment, in time, may
prevent the neceflity of involving thoufands in
their misfortunes : and, it is {furely a more hu-

mane




- rect the open levying of war upon theﬁﬂﬂﬂ""

'iution, by a few {lriking examples, in.the per-
fons of mifchievous and defigning men, “than to
wait untl, of neécﬂ]ty, the viﬁtatio_ﬁ muft be
extenled to numbers, who fhall/be objeé}s of
pity rather than feverity. Ttuis “in the natﬁre
of man to judge, wifh natural® feelings, and to
draw natural inferences from obvious fa@s. He
will naturally concludé that that power cannot
refilt the force, by which it is unrefiftingly af-
failed, and unavengedly infulted. He will
think thofe aflertions are true, which are ad-
vanced with effrontery and heard without coﬁ-
tradiction,” He will think, that men poflcfled of
property, -endowed with privileges, or enjoying
rank, fhould be willing to preferve thefe advan-
tagcs; if they could. If their property be
called plunder, their privileges an ufurpation,
and their ranks be branded with the opprobrium

of
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of tyrénny; why fhould he contradi@® afper-
fions, to which they liflen without refentment ?
If it be demanded as matter of right, that the
rank fhall be abolithed, the privileges annihi-
lated, and the property abandoned, who fhall
we expect to advance in their fupport, but their
pofleflors ? And they, who witnefs fo much
outrage with fo little” oppofition, will eafily be
mifled to think, that that cannot be punithed

which is {uffered to pafs without notice.

I am not unaware, Sir, that it will here be
replied to me, that I only encreafe the impor-
tance of thefe men (their malevolence is beyond
aggravation) by‘ treating their extravagance feri-
oufly. It will be told me, that no man in his
fenfes cagfTghe the : conflitution of this' country
fhall be levelled with the duft, by an unaffoci-
ated commixture of meannefs, ambition, turbﬁ-
lence, bz;nkruplcy, ~-and defperation. [ fhall

3 : o 7 hear
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he-ar it faid that the order of t_hings will 10“&. :
remain unconfounded, and whole, againft the
attempts of thofe, who are labouring for their
confufion, only to occafion a general f{cramble,
in which their dexterity may filch whatever is
ufeful and valuable from the general flock. 1
may be told, that meannefs will afpire to fame,
even through martyrdom, and that obfcurity
will pant for the irradiations of glory, even
through the medium of punithment : That he,
who has no houfe, will be contented with the
fhelter, even of a pri.fon, and it will be little

mortification to his feelings, who cannot feed

himfelf, if he be fed by the public.

In the country I fhall be told, that this fpirit
of diforder has gained but few converts, of bit-
ter name, or of little fagacity.- And in the ca-
pital, it will be faid that it is treating with too
much dignity that, which is in itfelf but a

- burlefque,
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burlefque, to fuffer any real anxiety about the

anonymous Declarations that are publifhed from

taverns, by a few unknown, or unnoted, mid>

~ night confpirators. He, who is impeded in the

fireet by a fquadron of politicians, bluftering,

in their ragged majefly, about rights and re-

~ forms, and the people, feels any. fenfation as

foon as terror at -the appearance. It imprefles
him with no apprehenfions, when he bcholds,
flinging out of their lurking places, or vomited
out of fome drinking houfey a club of fpeechlefls
orators, full of the rights of men and porter,
belching out their inarticulate mutterings about
dec]aratiohs and teft oaths; and revolutions, and

flaggering in the way of every fober paflenger.

I am~aware, Sir, that, in fuch obfervations
there“feems much force. It is not by a few

infignificant men, that much mifchief, of any

p kind, is apparently to be dreaded.. And it will

»-z be




( 20 )
be thought, that the fraine‘ of our conftitution
has ftood too long and weathered too many
ftorms, unhurt, to be effeted now by the light"
breath of angry declamation and frothy difcc-m-
tent. I hope it may long continue the/obje& of
our love, and the -bulwark of our fecurity.—
But, we muft remember, Sir, that the nobleft
edifice that ever was erected by human contri-
vance, may, if neglected, be undermined to its
deftrution, by the vermin, toward which the
notice of few eyes will be attra@ed, and which
never can become entitled to our obfervation,,

without exciting difguft.

Thofe 'men, Sir, mav continue unnoticed,
and be encouraged, by impunity, long enough,
to occafion much both of diforder and bloocfhed.
Thofe, who have no rights but the rights of
mén, which, to them, are proﬂigacy,- idlenefs,
c;‘i_'iforder? and riot, make no fecret of their in-

tentions,
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tentions, to take the conftitution by force: We
who have fome rights of citizens, and believe,
that the wholefome rights of man are property,
liberty, and fecurity, cannot fit filent, as the
unconcerned fpectators of fuch hoflility. We
muft preferve ourfelves, and, therefore,” we will

preferve the conftitution.

This will notbe a doubtful tafk ; tho’ it may be
a troublefome and a dangerous one. It may be-
come dangerous and Iamentéﬁlc, by the phrenzy
of thofe who are labouring to embroil us. And
fuccefs in a civil war, never was, and never will
be, a matter of exultation to the good, even
among -the victors. But, we know the princi-
ples, and ‘the temper, as well as the num-
bers of thofe, who are enlifted under the re-
- volution ftandard, too well, to expect th.ey can
long.continue -to co-operate, unlefs in the evil

“wof their defigps.

Perhaps,
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Perhaps, Sir, among the wonders of ﬂlﬁ
time, there is nothing more extraordinarys than
that, apparently, cordial jun&ion, which, it is
faid, has taken place between the moﬁ zealous,
and violent, of two fe@s, whofe tempefs, -man-
ners, politics, and faith, are; and ever have
been, in the moft wide, and unaccommodating,
oppofition to each other, The Papifts, whofe
g‘enius is intolerance, whofe religion is bigotry,
whofe politics are defpotifm : And the Prefby-
terians, a people, who avowedly deteft a king,
as more noxious than a peflilence, and have not,

in their vocabulary, a term of defcription for

the hierarchy, that is not, alfo, a term of in-

famy, derifion, or reproach. *

‘That, between two bodies, fo adverfe to each
_other, even a temporary coalefcence could be
‘occafioned, is only to be accounted for, by that

rage for revelution, which it has recently been

attempted

>y
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~attempted to import from a country, to which,

or the fathions of which, as faras 1 can learp,

the morals, the loyalty, or the religion, of thefe

- kingdoms, never has been much indebted, and

never indebted, for any thing that was good.—

RevoLutioN ! the fummum bonum of life—Re-

voLution ! the grand zeft, by which relith

and variety are given to the infipid comforts of
profperity—REvoLuTioN ! the glorious theme
of exultation for thofe, who burft afunder the
bonds of oppreffion and tyranay, by which they
were manacled—RevoLuTiox! the great pol.=
tical mortality, under whofe firoke all the cr-
ders, and diﬁin&i(;ns, and powers, of fociety,
are to be levelled-and huddled together in one
common charnel-houfe — RevoruTion ! the
great magical incantation of battle and viftory
at which=Lettres de Cachet vanifhed Ludibrio
Ventis; and the weight of the Baflile, like a

pamomimic caftle, at the touch of the magi-

, cia :'s



R cian’s wand, mouldered into ruins—R'EVOngg;..
TioN ! the fpell, by which three and t\!ﬂzt'l"f%ﬁ? J
.'rnill.ions of people, endwarfed under the galling "
debafement of flavery, roufed their faculties at

an inflant and {prung up into giants.

The mislortune of this country, in confider-

ing the French Revolution, hasbeen, that thofe

who were moft enamoured with it, had ftudied
it the leait. Remembering, only, the wafte,
which was fo recenily barren, they looked with
rapture on a furface, over which all the verdure
and beauty of this mulhroom cdnﬂitution were
ripened in a day. And, forgetting all the dil-
parities of fealon and climate, of place and cir-
cumftance, the only obje®, upon which their
imagination- refted with complacency, was the

change.

The only queftion now to be confidered is,

gt —— —— -
”
-

‘Whethér the conflitution is to be taken by ftorm,

\ A “OF
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or not. The Papifts tell you, that it is their in-

herent right, a right paramount to all poﬁtivé
law, becaufe it refults from the nature of mén,
that they fhould have a fhare in the legiflature :
and the Prefbyterians tell you, that, if .the Pa-
pifts rife to affert this right, they will uni\te in
the iﬁfurre&ion, and the confedéerate firength

of the two bodies will be too much for you to

refift.

R

In fuch a ftate as this, Sir, you ftand upon a
precipice, where, if you yield a particle, vou
are loft for ever. Give.them footing to firuggle
with ym‘J.oﬁce fm: the conftitution, and_you will -
ﬁot 5c able to grapple with them in your fall;
or, if you ﬁqg, it will be, only, in the firuggle,

to blrmgﬂ YQ;&. T)oth to the ground, in one com-
E

-~ mon nﬂ‘m

N : i‘\
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If you grant any thing, you grant it to a;mdb‘;;};

t\@

and by the. mob, ‘who have: raifed tbc pr&fﬁnt

clamours, not an atom will be facnﬁced of that
confcquei.ce, to be derived from !he acqmﬁ-

thD.

: The Roman Catholics; sfou afe told, are the
: majority of the people. ““Ihey are the power of
e rthe flate. Let them hinto Parliiment, and it is
beyond conjecturgror calr;ulation, that they will,

: in Parlia'me_nt, have a; rnajority. It is a lame
~policy, which will truft to fuch a majoﬁty the
fecurity of “the prefent landed property, Of
the toleration of the prefent eftablifhed religion.

What flands in their way if you give them the

power? Your ftatute-book; a few mufty votes

paffed, as they will tell you, by a fet of ufurp-
ers, who became, by accident, enabled to violate ;'
all the rights of /man and nature, and to eret a
{yftem of tyranny, which it would, to a& con- j;;

iiﬂentlyt,_' '




ﬁ’ﬁently,. be their duty, and, at all hazards, ¢

would be their purpofe to abolith and oblite-
rate. With them, the laws of this country are
but a tyrannous exercife of pow.er, over weak-
nefs. With thenli, the forfeitures of their fe&t
are no better than the plunder of lconqueﬁ,
taken in times of hoftility, and the objeéts of
recaption whenever they fhall.be  adequate to
retake this booty. The Society of United Irith-
men fortify this fentiment. in their new brethren
the Catholics, by telling them that the {ituation
of this country, for, 3 century back, has been a
ftate of war. If it have been a flate of war, we
are yet not in péace, and thofe, who rally now,
becaufe they think themfelves ftrong, for the
purpofe of ‘wrefting, by force, that, to which
they thinkithemfelves legally entitled, need no

COmmemators to prove that, whatever they ob-

taifisthey will confider as the fpoils of batle, -

“won from the vanquifthed. ‘ ;

E 2 You
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You are told, Sir, in plam terms, tha&wt@

Proteftant govcmment is an ufurpauon,arf

which it is conflitutional to drive us by ferq'gu—.-
Time, though it has given us age, thcyfay, has
brought no ftrength to our afcendancy 'Obedi-
ence to our ordinances has given fo authortty

to ordinances, in thmr_nature vicious. Poffef-

fion has conferred no right of property on thofe

who derive under a title radically illegal.

If the Papifts, though unqueftionably the moft
humerous, fhould not appear to be the moft
powerful, the.other contingency is, that the

~

Prefbyterians will become afcendant, .

But in fa®, and ruinous as it muft obvious
be, for this kingdom, to be fubmitted to either

paﬁjﬁ, the profpe@, which opens from the pre-

fént fituation of affairs here, unlefs fpeedy and

Fod firm
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firm meafures be taken to préveut it, is that of

a complete and irrecoverable aharchy, under. the

ill-concerted and difcordant junétion, between

the defperate and violent émong both thofe par-

ties. Me‘n, who own no God, who follow no
religion, who honour no king, who obey no
law ; but think that the conftitution is no more
than an ~unfhapen mafs, which every man, into
whofe hands it may fall, or who can lay his
hands on it, s at liber-ty to mould into every

fantaftic form he pleafes.  «

While the dangers, which threaten this coun-
try, are yet only .imminent, [it behoves you
much, Sir, to lbok to its fituation. To relieve
the nation from thofe broils, which are foment-
ing, -and to preferve the national connexion be-
tween Britain and Ireland, if you fuffer the mif-

chief to get an head, they will offer but two ex-

pedients, of which neither the one nor the other

‘15::’&“'."_‘ »
N & | will
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will be tolerable to the people, nor palatabk tﬁh

" the friends of government. We muft be drwtn 1
to the eftablifhment of a permanent mll:tary
force, in the fh'ipe of a militia, of menftrous
burden, and great 1rkfomenefs to the people :
Or, we muft {ubmit, at once, te an union with
Great Britain, and fo be contented to purchafc
a merely fubordinate and unworthy fecurity,
againft thofe calamities, from which our infuf-

ficiency fhall not have protecled us. | 3

Thefe, Sir, are alterations which the landed
gentlemen of this country confider with much
apprehenfion, and fome jealoufy.——The im-
menfe patronage, to be immediately added to the
Crown, by ‘a national militia, though it may be
fendered abfolutely neceffary on fuch an occa-
fion as I have mentioned, would, perhaps, ulti- "

mately, give the executive power a preponde-

\ =
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rancy in the polmcal balance, beyond that mea-

The

fure, which is fafe and conflitutional.-

country gentlemen of Ireland will view, with
great curiofity, and difcountenance, by very res
folute condudl, every thing which may haye 2
cendency toward the adoption of this meafurc.
Ti’lC Romaﬁ Catholics will do fo, becaufe of the
¢axation; and the Proteflants will be no lefs
fcrutinous and fpirited, becanfe of the taxation=—
which they muft feel no lefs, and the influence

which they dread morée thaa the others.

rd i

On an union, it _is not neceflury to tell the
fentiments of any man, who underftands the
meaning of théterm. On that meafure, by which
all that i @légant and polifhed, in fociety, fall
be lcd’ 10 abandon the ifland ; by whtch every
man)%f large fortune, or valpable connexions,
muﬁ Becomc an alien to the land that fupports -

i
him ;



-country muft be draived out of it, to be. £9,e
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him ; by whlch of courfe, all the {pecie of :

on the luxuries of another ; by whlch_ the arts
muft decline, and manufactures rapidlj._dw;?ndlc'
away—On fuch a meafure as this, thére cannot
be two opinions. Every man would ‘oppofe it
and every thinking man will ndv&’r feel himfe‘lf
roufed to oppofe thbfe phrenzies, by which

fuch a ftep may be rendered expedient.

The time requires the public mind fhould be
{atisfied, that the ‘machine of the conftitution is
too well preferved, to be clogged 61‘ overturned
by the frothy boafting of a few vain ‘démagbgues::
and that_ we Ihallinot'be driven, either to a ﬁand-

ing national militia, or an union to keep them

in order.

There is refulting from the forefight of thefe
two cenfequences, which I have mentioned, a

third,



(- 38°)

1Lird, that deferves no ‘lit-lle confideration. Tt is
a conftitutional affociation of the indépendent
landed and monied men of Ireland. By ‘many
of this defcription it is thought that little more
will be neceffary than fuch an union, if they

fhall be driven to form it, in defence of the con-

ftitution.

They think, that thofe, who have fortune
and rank in the country, ougllt, in fuch an
emergency, to ftand ‘upulike men,. and avow,
early, that they will.do that to which Nature
will impel them, if any commotion render it
neceffary; that they will fupport that eftablifh-
ment, and erder of things, upon which the ad-
vantage of focicty refts s that the gentlemen of
landed fortune and commercial wealth, through-
o-ut the kingdom, ought to declare their fixed
refolution, to prevent the wretched dregs of a

F befotted
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befotted faction f}roni bringing the whole pdli;w |

tical eftate into a2 general hotch-pot.
think it not unwife, to labour with thofe‘jwh-a‘
are not yet infeQed by this blighting peftilence,
with all their natural and conftitutional inﬂ_uc'nce,
in check.ing the progrefs of a plague which threat-
ens their deftru@ion. It i3 a conflitutional influ-
ence, when the rich pcr’fuadé the poor, without
oppreflion. It is aconftitutional influence, when
the landlord calls upon-his tenant to join him
in fecuring the quiet poffeflion of their common
flock. Itis a naturalinfluence, when the em-
ployer urges to his workmen the neceflity of
laws, aﬁd the comforts of protection. It is a
conflitutional duty, to labour with every man,
in the loweft' as well as the higheft ranks, in
fupport of that fyftem, by which the peafant, in
his ‘cottage, is as fully protected as the prince
upon his throne: by which poverty may, by
law, withftand the oppreflion of power, and the

higheft

Tﬁey (/] :
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“To continugatives of the monarch are valid in

of this kércife, only, when they are directed to -

tiae good of his people.

To abafh, into their native obfcurity, and be-
coming filence, thofe democratical factions,
which are now become too clamorous to be any
longer contemptible, it is imagined, that, if re-
courfe muft be had to fuch a meafure, the moft
effe@tual refiftance to them will be made by fuch
a fociety, comprifing mope, but men of real in-
dependence, in the country, of every perfua-
fion, who will declare their fixed refolve, to
uphold a conftitution, which time has proved to
be better adapted than any other on earth, to

preferve the happinefs of the people,

To fuch a body, holding a firm, middle courfe,

between the difquiet of faltion, and the abufes
of ‘authority, any minifter will anxioufly look

' F 2 for
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for fupport; and from fuch a . )
~—They |
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and communications which will never to %

heeded, -’

turally receive counfel, which can nev.

To fuch a fociety the people will{fucéel:sfully
look up, for a watchful and férutinéus guardian=
fhip of their real fecurity, againt theoretical in-
novation and hafty change, as well as againft the
encroachments of power, 1f by powér encroach-
ments fhall be attempted: By fuch a fociety
will thofe be kept from wandering into rath and
mifchievous fpeculations, whofe temper has all
the reftleflnefs of political enterprize, and who,

by their talents and their ftation are deftined to

be fubordinate.

Whether there fhall be any occafion to form
an union of this kind, will be, in a great degree,
determined by the condué which you, Sir, fhall

; " think
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“To continue the internal peace and profperity . r

of this kingdo‘m ; to prefe?ve the federal cbnneg- :

e,

tion between it and Great Britain; to malntam '

the conflitution, and fave the religion of the land,
are the objeds which may refult from your:pre-
fent condu®. And, .with views of fo great and
momentous a magnitude as thefe, rigour may
ceafe to be feverity: lenity may be no longer
continue to be humane. ,COLH,DS‘W’EHOF vu'r;m
mOdat,iQDmr’ffrerig‘fH.ﬂ ‘ The honeft, determine:

afpe&t of a body refpectable, flanding on tlie
firm ground of the knowh conftitution, will be

able to look their ftaring horrors out of counte-

nance.

But it is'an expedient of great magnitude and
fome dangﬁr,:. From the combination of force,
among .4 numerous and fpirited people, while
that;force is determined toward extrinfic mif-
ghi'éf, perhaps more of the advantage, than evil,

wiil
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turally receive counfel, which can nev.
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and communications which will never L+

heeded.

To fuch a fociety the people -will-;fut'cefsffull y
look up, for a watchful and fcrutinous guardian- -
-~ fhip of their real fecurity, againft theoretical in-
governmeit, f, ange: aswell as againt the
? and preferved. And to you, Sir, "ﬁizﬁ‘.”vﬁ’ﬁ"h‘
| turally look for fufficient meafures, for their

fecurity and prefervation.

I have already, £ir, fuggefted the mode which

appears the moft eligible.

But, let the time pafs, and the fame conduct

¥
which would be conclufive now, will, then, on-
ly {erve to irritate and encreafe the paflions of

the difcontented.
Nt To
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7 T0 contmuc the internal peace and profpcr:ty .

of this kingdom; to preferve the federal connec- : E v ,},
tion between it and Great Britain; to main.t‘zii’:t!.& ﬂ
tl;e_ conftitution, énd fave the religion of the Iané‘;
are the obje@s which may refult from youf'_pr‘e-
fent condu®. And, with views of {o great and
momentous a magnitude as thefe, rigour may R
ceafe to be feverity: lenity may be no longer
continue to be humane. Compromife, or acco-
modation, of any kind, for the prefent, muft

neceffarily produce only further arrogance, and

more flagrant fedition.

You cannot, Sir, be blinked to the glare of )q
thefe menaces, with which the conftitution is
demanded 6f you. To make any conceffion, in
fuch ciré'ﬁmﬁances, nothing can be retained.—

g/
To re’ta,m the liberties and profperity we have,

nothmg can be granted : and there is requifite

to prefcrve thofe bleffings to the people of this

D, : -
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