
E S S A Y
O N

T rade in General ;
And, on that o f

I  R E  L A  N D  in Particular*

By the Author o f  S e a s o n a b l e  R e m a r k s .

A nd all King Solomon'* drinking Peffcls ’were o f Gold, 
and all the fojfels o f the Houfe o f the Forefi o f Le­
banon tv ere o f pnre Gold, none were o f S ilver ;  it 
was nothing accounted of in the Days o f Solomon3 
for the King had at Sea a N a v j . I  
Chap. io .  ver. : r ,  1 2 .

----------------------------- ---------------

D U B L I N :
Printed by  S. P o w e l l ,  for G e o r g e  E w i n g ,  

at the slxgel and Bible in Dam e's-Strett, 1 7 1 8 .



Y
«*>

"



T  O T H E

R i g h t  H o n o u r a b l e

William Conelly, Efq;
S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u iè  o f  

C o m m o n s ,

S i r ,

T H E  Univerfal ne- 
gleót of Trade, and 
the general Difpon- 

dence which on that Head is
A 2 fo



d e d i c a t i o n .

io remarkable amongft us, 
has prevail'd upon me, how 
unequal lbever to the Under­
taking to publiíhthe follow­
ing Traâs.

1  have already endeavour­
ed to fhow how much it is 
the Intereíl of England to 
promote and encourage our 
Induifay in thofe Branches of 
Trade that don t claih with 
their own, being fully con­
vinced mat the beit and iii- 
reft Way to obtain a Favour 
from t’other iide the. Water, 
is by fhewing that it is their 
Intereii: to comply with us ; 
and I hope I have made 
that Point as evident to the

World



World as it is in it ièlf real­
ly true ; but in the follow­
ing Pages I endeavour to 
ihow the rife of Induitry in 
the World, the ballance of 
Trade, the way to difcover 
our Lois or Gain thereon, 
and to govern and improve 
our Commerce; and in or­
der to remove that Diipon- 
dence which has long been 
fatal to our Affairs, I have 
ihown how coniiderable our 
National Gain has been by 
Trade and Induitry fince 
the Time Sir William Petty 
made his Calculations. I 
have alfo given a brief ac­
count of all the Monopolies

of\
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of the Englijh Trade? either 
by Ads or Parliament or 
Royal Grants, and have ad­
ded there to a Summary of all 
the Laws made in England 
which in any manner affed: 
our Trade, and an Abftrad: 
of the Wants and Super­
fluities of almoft all the 
known World; but I have 
above all Things laboured to 
incite the landed Gentlemen 
to an Inquiry after that fort 
of Knowledge, on which â  
lone depends the Grandeur 
and Profperity of Ireland in 
general, as well as their 
own particular good For-, 
tunes ; and thefè being the 

* * Sub-
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SubjeóLs on which I treat * 
to whom íhould I refort for 
Patronage and Protection, 
but to You, Sir? To You 
whofe diftinguiihed Virtues 
have placed You at the high- 
eft degree of Honour and 
Truft in the State, and have 
made You to three fucceed- 
ing Monarchs an Objed of 
their warmeft Efteem and 
Favour: To Y  ou, Sir, in whom 
the P a r l i a m e n t  of Your 
Country : An Irijh Parlia­
ment ever fteddy in purfuit 
of the Publick-Good, have 
for fo many Years placed 
their ible and intire Confi­
dence: To You whole con-

fummate
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íummate Wildom* whoiè un- 
ihaken Loyalty, and whofe 
fteddy Adherence to the
R ights and Liberties of Your
Country, have as it werem- 
chanted all thole Jealouiies 
and Diftrufts which either 
the People are ufed to enter­
tain of a reigning Favourite, 
or the Prince ot a zealous 
Patriot, and have rendred
You at o n c e  the Favourite o f
the Prince and of the Peo­
ple 5 and I doubt not* Sir * 
how imperfectly foever I 
have handled thefe impor­
tant Subjects, but You will 
from that Publick Spirit rox* 
which Y  ou have been always
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remarkable, favour and coun­
tenance my Efforts, iince 
they are the firft of the Kind 
that have appeared to us in 
any DreJs and iince in fo do- 
ing Y  ou may encourage abler 
Pens to fo neceflary an inqui­
ry- .  ,

My Labours, Sir, have 
been very freely beftowed 
thereon for the good of my 
Country, and my principal 
View was to lay before the 
Houle of Commons in a 
fummary Way, the State of 
out Trade, and the Means 
whereby a wife Legiilaturc 
may repair and improve it: 
A Knowledge highly deièr-
l i  i  - k  v ir reC/



d e d i c a t i o n .

viiig of the Attention of 
thole, who reprefent a Peo­
ple labouring under Difficul­
ties ? and not to be relieved 
but by a vigorous and pru­
dent Application to the 
Trade which they have yet 
left; but it was almoft im- 
poflible for me to be fo ex- 
ad therein as was neceffary, 
lince my Intention? not to be 
known in the World for an 
Author, hindred me from 
making fuch clofe Inquiries 
into the publick Accounts3 
as might enable me, to lay be­
fore the Houfe, a perfeét Sy- 
ftem of our Trade and Na­
vigation ; but fuch as it is I



am emboldned to publiih it, 
by the Favourable Reception 
which my Seafonable Re­
marks have met with; and 
if it has the good Fortune to 
be agreeable to You, Sir? ana 
to the Commons of Ireland,
I ihall not fail before the 
next Seffions to call in able 
Aííiílants, and to lay before 
the Houfe an exact Scheme 
of our Trade and Navigati­
on, of our Lofs and Gain by 
each particular Trade, of our 
Money-Matters, of our In­
land Buiinefs, and of every 
Branch of our Manufactures, 
with Propofals for the Im* 
provement of each refpec-

b 2 tively;
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D E D I C A T I O N .
tively; towards which I have 
already made no fmall Pro-
grefs.

In the mean Time I beg 
leave to have the Honour of 
accounting my felf,

S I R ,

Tour mofl Obedienty 

Mofl faithful, a/id 

Mo ft  Devoted Servant»
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O N

T R A D E  in General,
And that o 5

Ireland in Particular, tfc:
H E N  Ambition and 
Power parcelled out the 
Earth into thePoííefíions 
ot particular Men, they 
loon betook themi'elves 

to the Protection of Covenants and 
Agreements, for the peaceful E n ­
joyment of thofc Properties which 
they engroffed to thcmlelves ; by

B which



which Means, tying themfelves 
down from Force and the itronget 
Hand (till then their only L aw ) it 
became neceffary to find out other 
Means of procuring from their 
Neighbours, thofe things which 
their own Grounds did not afford ; 
the Occafion foon offered it felf, 
for the Deijre of Novelty was uni- 
verfal, and enough were ready to 
exchange, thofe t lings with which 
they were cloy’d, for greater R a r i­
ties ; and this Baiter was the Origi­
nal of Trade.

But when the Produce of parti­
cular Countries bccame fcanty for 
the Support of their encreaiing In­
habitants, and when the Defires of 
Men extended themfelves into dif- 
tant Climates, for Matter to furniili 
out their R iot withal, this Method 
became highly inconvenient and 
troubleiome, wherefore it was uni- 
verfally agreed, to fix a certain V a ­

( 2 )



lue upon fome lafting and porta­
ble Commodity, which might fervc 
as a Ballance to the Value of all 
others, and be as a Security to the 
Taker from the reft of the W orld, 
for fo much as he ihould at any 
time require, and this Pas-par-tout 
was Money,

N o  wonder then if  Money, ha­
ving acquired this great Reputation 
in the YVorld, and becoming (as it 
were) a Load-tlone, which drew to 
it all the valuable Things in Life , 
was quickly grown the univerfal 
Objedt of Ambition, ev’ ry one be­
ing allured, that fo much thereof 
as he could command, fo much alfo 
fhould he command of whatever 
either his Neceflities or Inclina­
tions required ; and from hence a- 
role that great Strife amongft Men, 
which has continued it felf down 
to this Day, and is like to lait for 
ever.

B 2 The
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The Poííeííors of much, have 

from the Beginning aflumed a Pow­
er, to Lord ir. o’er the Poor, who 
being without Riches, and exclud­
ed from a Share in the Land, were 
obliged through NeceiTity to make 
their Court to the Wealthy on luch 
hard Terms as they were pleafed to 
impofe : When therefore either their 
own Extravagance, or the general 
Impropriation of Things reduced 
any to W ant, they hired themfelves 
out to labour for thole whom eafier 
Fortunes had render’d Indolent, or 
became their Tenants at certain 
Rents, which for a long time did 
not exceed aPart of what theirt arms 
produc’d ;  but as Money increafed, 
the Love of Money increafed alfo, 
and the Landlords not only raifed 
their Rents, but exacted them in 
Caih ; this put them upon Ways 
arid Means to acquire it, and forced 
them from their darling Eafe to L a­

bour
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bourand Induftry. The Gain which 
enfued gave a R elifh  to their Toils, 
and engaged them toprofecute their 
Labours, by which Means, thofe 
who before like Drones, lived on 
the Fat ot the Common-wealth, be­
came induftrious Bees to enrich it, 
whilft the reft who remained in 
the flothful Inactivity which they 
had forfaken, continued a ufeleis 
Load on the Land, no Ways; en- 
creafing its Í Wealth, and little, or 
not at all, contributing to the com­
mon Good ; but a feverer Necef- 
fity compelling, even thofe too were 
driven to L ab o u r; for the daily 
Encreale of Money inhanced the 
Rents ot Lands, and obliged more 
preilingly to Induftry, whilft the 
Merchant enriched by his foreign 
Commerce, allured them out bv 
high Prices, and called them to 
iliarein the Wealth, brought in by 
Trade ; in which Cafe all thofe

whomv



whom either Neceiïity compelled, 
or the hopes of Gain engaged to an 
Application to Induftry, became 
Sharers in the Money, were ensükd 
t;o out-bid the Idlers in their Farms, 
and forced the Drones from their 
Hives, either to work for Bread, or 
to perifh for W ant: Ih u s  Men 
were brought from Sloth to Acti­
on, and all Hands were fet to work, 
whilit ev’ry Application to Indu- 
il:ry gave a Spring to Trade, and 
ev’ ry Acquifition by Trade encou­
raged to Induftry by the R ife  which 
it occafioned on the Produce of L a ­
bour.

Thus Force begot Property, the 
Impropriation of Things gave R ile  
to Trade, Trade required Money 
for the better Management thereof, 
Money begot Ambition and Avarice, 
and from thefe Monfters proceeded 
a mo:ley Generation of Contention,
civil Difcord, Opprellion, Ufury,

(6  )



Fraud, Circumvention, and all thofe 
Evils with which the World is un­
fortunately harafs’ d and perplex’d, 
but evil as Money is, 5tis however a 
neceiTary Evil, and grown into 
fuch uniyerfal Efteem amongft 
Men, that without it no Bufinefs 
is to be done, no Necellaries of Life 
to be purchased, nay, V irtue it felf 
is often meafured by Money, and 
Princes become formidable, not by 
the Extent of their Territories, or 
the Numbers of their People, but 
for the Wealth of their Exchequer, 
and the Length of their Purfe, 
thofe therefore, whether in pri­
vate or in publick L ife , whe­
ther a particular Society or a Peo­
ple in general, who would make a 
Figure in the W orld, or get into 
the Eileem of their Neighbours, 
muft above all things take care to 
be rich, tor Riches is Wifdom, and 
Power, and Honour, and ev’ ry

thing

((7 )



thing in this mercenary Age. it 
jfeems therefore well to deferve our 
Enquiry how it is to be had, and 
by what Means to be introduced in­
to a Country, and this fhah be the 
Subjeót of the following Pages, in 
which, if  I hit upon any thing tor 
the Information of thole in Power, 
or but incite abler Heads to fo ne- 
eeiTary an Enquiry., 3tis all my Am­
bition would afpire to;

Nature has fo wifely diilributed 
her Favours, that whatever is want­
ing in any Country, either for Or­
nament or Uie, k  fupplied in an 
Abundance of other Things, by 
which they are to be purchafed : 
Thus India has its Gold and Gemms, 
Jrabid  its Gumms and Spices, Per- 
jia its Silks, France and Spain their 
YVines and Fruits; we a Land teem­
ing with other Sorts of Riches, and 
a Sea abounding with Treaiures, 
which are valuable and fought for

(8  ) . 0
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hy all thofe CountrieSj infomuch, 
that tho’  we have no Mines of Gold 
and Silver, yet we have the Means 
wherewith to purchafe them, and by 
a proper Application to Trade, may 
foon become rich in all thbie foreign 
Commodities, which the Tempera­
ture of our Heaven?, or the Cold- 
nefs of our Soil denÿ lis at home, 
for Trade is that whereby thoie 
Things are introduced into a Coun­
try which it felf fails to produce;

Since therefore Trade is fo ufefuf, 
and indeed fo neceiTary an Occupa­
tion for a People, it behoves thëai 
much to underlland aright the Con- 
ftitution of it, and not only to know 
their own Wants arid Superfluities^ 
but thofe of other Countries alfo, 
that they may the better regulate 
their Affairs, and fend their Com­
modities to fuch Markets as have 
them in greateft Eileem, but above 
all the Art of Improving thofe

C  Branches



Beaches of Tracle which arp Advan- 
tagious, and waining froiii thofe 
which are injurious to the Wealth of 
a Country, deferves our Application, 
for ufeful as Trade is, it may how­
ever for want of proper Regulations 
turn to the Difad vantage of a Coun­
try, and become a Means to drain 
away all that Treaiure, which it be­
fore introduced ; thus Want by o- 
bliging to Induftry begets Wealth, 
and Wealth by a ftrapge Reverfe, re­
duces to Poverty again, i f  a prudent 
OEconomy is wanting * for Indo­
lence and Luxury are ever in the 
Train o f Wealth, and ftalk clofe 
Upon the Heels o f Riches, thefe be­
get a fhameful Negíe£l o f Induftry, 
and an immoderate Confumption of 
foreign Commodities, by which 
Means o.yr Importations become 
more expenl,ivei and our Expor­
tations lefs valuable, till at laft our• f Í ft » i < 1  C* ' *

Income falls Ihort o f our Expence,

.  ( I<? )



and wherlfoever this hâppens, either 
to a priVatePerfon, or to a Nation in 
general, that Minute they havepaííed 
the Surtimit of: Fortune, and run 
headlong to Indigence ând Mifery.

To form a right Judgment (there­
fore) on the Trade of anyCbuntry, 
we rhull firft know what Proportion 
its Exportations and Importations 
bear one to the other, for as much 
as the one exceeds the other, fo much 
are they Gainers or lofers by Trade, 
for Example, if there be exported to 
foreign Markets to the value only of 
10 0 ,0 0 0 1, and imported from A - 
broad to the Valuè of i 50,000 /. die 
exported Commodities pay only for 
ico,Ooo I. of their foreign Con» 
iumptions, and the reft muft either 
be paid for in Money, or remain a 
Debt upon the Nation, u'hich is the 
jfime thing, and how quick a Pacc to 
Poverty they run who lofe 50 L per 
Cent, by Trade, is ea'fifv imder- 
ftobd. C  2 This

( II )



This Difadvantage in Trade muil 
proceed either from a want of In­
duftry in the Inhabitants, or from 
their extravagant Coniumption qf 
foreign Corprqoditief, wherefore it is 
the Bpiinefs of a wife Adminiftration 
in fuch a Caie to leffen the sixpence, 
fry iumptuary Laws and a prudent 
Impofition of Taxes upon the Im­
portation of fuch Commodities as 
perifh amongft therp, and to encou­
rage at the fame time to Induftry, 
and N/(anufa£tures by which the na­
tural Wealth of a Country is im­
proved in its Value, and confequent- 
Iy the Exports alio,

There is a twofolc} Wealth in evVy 
Country ; one coniifts in the fimpje 
Produce o f  the Earth, and may 
therefore be called the natural 
■Wealth, but the other, which is 
indeed the greater Treafure, açifes 
from the Labour o f the People im­
proving upon tii,e Former, and acj-

( 12 )
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4 ing to its Value : Thus a Stone of 
Flax, which as it’ s plucked from the 
Earth, may be worth two Shillings, 
when fpun into fine Thread fells for 
4 Pounds, but if wove into Linnen, 
gives a better Price j and i f  wrought 
into Lace, extravagantly more ; and 
this additional Value, whatever 
\t amounts to, is the artificial 
\VeaIth ; \yherefore when the natu­
ral Wealth is not fufticient to de­
fray the Expence o f the People we 
rnuft have Recourfe to £ r t  and La­
bour, which feldom fails to reprieve 
Affairs, when proper Meafures are 
taken to (top thofe Drains which are 
occalioned by Riot and Luxury, „

Trade may be divided into Inland 
£*nd Foreign ; Inland Trade is chat 
by which Particulars lofe pr gain in 
their Dealings, one with the other 
without increaling or dirrçinilhing the 
publick Wealth, and conlifts in buy-
i n g ji )

I ielhng amongtl themfeWes,
which
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tfhich being Only á CÍórfmfiúétfdn 
trithin the Country can neither in­
troduce nor drain áwa/ Treafure 5 
but incorlixderable as it may there­
fore fetm, its howevet the chièf 
Wheel o f the grand Machine carry­
ing to the Sea-ports, the Produce and 
Manufactures of the Country, and 
returning from thence the Commo­
dities and Money imported, to be 
difperfed through the innérmoft 
B*ris o f the Land, as an Enfcoii- 
tfagement to rfew Labour and Íttcfrí* 
ftry in dider for otfiér Exports,' and 
here ènds the Office o f inland Trádé, 
but foreign takes up1 the Burthen 
where that has laid it down, and 
confifts in the Dealings of one Coun­
try with another, m thé Manage­
ment of which, the Wifdom or Fól- 
fy of a People is quickly difcoverecl, 
for this is the great Channel by 
Which theii Wealth is either received
or loft, by this the Süpeifluities ot

- other
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other Countries g re to pntfr, and by 
this their qyv$ U to iifye, here theftr 
fore a wijç ^egiflature w^tçh.es care­
fully that nothing noxious íh q i^ i 
be received ; and nothing ifïije to 
other Countries, which fcçpç at 
home, might turn tq gregçcr A d­
vantage • here it is th^t pfyç Impo^ 
t^çion of foreign Vanities is to he 
retrained, and the Exportation o| 
unmanufactured Commodities con­
fined ; here it is that foreign 6niihç4 
^anufailurçsj which a ifo 4  the 
People no Employment, ap4 ptófti 
amongft them are loaded çüf-» 
couraged, whilft the Importation 
of Primums thaç furniih them with 
Matter to work upon, is e^fed 
promoted; here the Manitfa&ures 
of a Country are made tç çoia&e 
cheaper to the Inhabitants than thofe 
of Strangers, tho5 the Expence of 
making iliould be greater ; %n<i 
here, in fhort, is exercifed all the 

'7it V  Myftery



n o  &
Miftery of growing rich by Trade, 
whilft a prudent Ádminiílration by 
a difcreet Impofitionof Taxes brings 
all thefe things about ; and gives 
what Turns it thinks moil conve­
nient to the£hannels of Trade.

There is. nothing fo nearly con­
cerned in Trade as Land, the Inte- 
refts of the one and áic  other are 
infeparable, and they muit always 
rife and fall together ; for as T rade 
is fupported by the Produce of Land, 
improved by Am: and Labour into 
various Forms, and fitted to the 
Occafions of foreign Countries, ia  
Land is raifed in its Value, by the 
Plenty of Money brought in by 
Trade, wherefore it greatly behoves 

-  thofe Gentlemen whofe Fortunes 
are in Land, and whofe Rank iil 
the World afford them a Profpeót 
of fharing in the Adminiftration, to 
underitand well the Trade of their 
Country, that they may be able to



give Advice on fo important a Sub­
ject whenfoever it comcs before 
them, without giving themfelves 
up to the Councils of particular 
Traders, wliofe private Interefts 
are a heavy Byas upon their Ju d g­
ments, and lead often into very fa­
tal Miftakes : Many worthy and 
honeft Gentlemen (no doubt) there* 
are of that Vocation, but it is the 
Intereft of every body tu be thought 
f o ; and that makes it almoit impoili- 
ble to diftinguifh aright betwixt the 
Affectation of Virtue and V irtue 
it felf ; wherefore, I fay, it greatly 
behoves the Landed-men to be able 
to judge for themfelves, and to re­
main no longer under the Direction 
of thofe whole Intereit it may pof- 
iibly be to miilead them.

There is nothing more neceilary 
to be underitood by thofe who are 
to form Decrees, in Relation to 
Commerce, than the Difference in

D Value
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Value between the Exportations 
iind importations of their Country, 
that being the Mealure of their 
Lofs and Gam by Trade ; this is 
commonly called the Ballance of 
Trade ; and may be divided into 
the General, and the Particular ; 
the general Ballance of Trade is our 
Lcis or Gain, by our general Deal­
ings, with all the W orld : And 
it requires but little Art to 
difcover, whether this be for or a- 
gain.Lt us ; for its Symptoms are 
ftrong and obvious : A  general De­
predation of all Commodities, and 
a univerfa! Face of Poverty fpread- 
ing it felf over the Land, if  it 
be agamil us ; but high Prices and 
a chearful Plenty of Money, if  it 
be for us ; but the particular Bal­
lance of Trade reipeits our Dealings 
with particular Countries; and is 
harder to be difcovered, tho5 more 
neceflary to be underitood than the

other ;
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other ; for we may be Gainers in 
the geneial, and yet Lofers by our
Trade with particular Countries, to 
fuch a Degree, as may eat up molt 
Part of our Profit by ail the R eft ; 
anu by that Means greatly retard our 
growing rich ; fo likewife may we 
be greatly Gainers by particular 

1 anches of Trade, and yet Lofers 
by others, which like a fecret Dif- 
eaie prey upon our Vitals, and 
vvalte our Conilitution fafter than 
the wholefome Nourifhment of the 
others can repair it ; but a wife 
Statesman, Lke a skiiful Phifitian, 
fearches out the Caufe of this ge­
neral Decay, and employs all his 
Art to difcover in what Part the 

1 emper lies ; a Knowledge, w ith­
out which, the Statefman, as well 
as the 1  hifitian, would ever be at a
Lofs in the Application of his Re^ 
medies,

D 2 T o
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To arrive at this Knowledge in 
Trade,, it is necefiary, not only to 
know the Difference in Value be­
tween our Exports and Imports in 
general, but between thofe alfo to 
and from the Countries refpeftive-
1 y, with whicli we have any Com­
merce; in order to which, it w ill 
be proper to coniider them, under
the following Heads,
As tranfaóted by Natives in home- 

built Shipping.
As tranfa&ed by Natives in foreign 

Shipping.
As tranfafted by Strangers in home- 

built Shipping.
As tranfaóted by Strangers in foreign 

Shipping.
Then we muft computc what 

the Ships Freight and the Mer­
chant’ s Expence and Profit may rea- 
fonably amount to per Cent. on the 
Commodities traded with ; for by
adding that to the home Price of

our

( 20 )
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our Exportations, we fhall come 
pretty near their felling Price at fo­
reign Markets ; and by deducing 
the fame from the Price of Imports 
at our Markets, we fhall be very 
clofe upon their firllCoft at the Place 
of Lading ; this Article in England 
is rated at 25/. per Cent. and in all 
Probability it is not lefs with us, 
fince our Profit upon foreign Sales, 
is greater than theirs, and our E x- 
penee lefs : N o w  if the whole Trade 
were managed by Natives in our 
own Ships, this Sum would entirely 
be faved to the Nation, on the Pur- 
chafe of its Imports ; and gained in 
the Sale of its Exports ; for the 
Freight, Expence and Profit, iiTuing 
all to Natives, w ou ’d only be a 
Computation within our felves, and 
of Confequence we drain to the Na­
tion ; but as our Trade is carryed on 
partly by Strangers, they m uil be 
paid whatever falls to their Share of

that
/
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that Sum, and fo much muffc be 
added to the firft Coft of our Im­
ports, and deducted from the felling 
Price of our Exports ; the Freight, 
Expence, and Profit, or fo much 
thereof, as they earn, going always 
to thefe Countries, to which the 
Merchant and the Ship belongs ; but 
we muft take care to confider all 
Money and Bullion imported and ex­
ported either in Trade or to anfwer 
Bills of Exchange, apart from any 
other Commodity or Merchandize ;  
for whereas we count our Exports of 
other Commodities gain to the N a ­
tion, and our Imports Lofs in ref- 
peót to Money 5tis juft the reverie ; 
our Exports are all Lofs and our Im­
ports Gain ; and we m u il compute 
accordingly, i f  we would come at 
the Truth, for what avails it to gain 
on the Ballance of other Commodi­
ties, if  we lofe more than our Gains 
by an unprofitable IiTue of Money ?

W e
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W e are alio in the ftating of our 
Accounts, to have an Eftim ateof 
our LoiTes at Sea ;  for fo much of 
our Exports as are loft before they 
arrive at Market, muft be deducted 
from the Value of our Exports (the 
Nation receiving no Value for them) 
and fo much of foreign Commodi­
ties as have been purchafed by N a ­
tives, in order for Importation tho5 
loft by the W ay, niuft however be 
rated as imported, the Nation hav­
ing paid Value for them.

And when we have thus ftated 
the Accounts of our Exportations 
and Importations refpe&ively, and 
dedudted the one from the ocher, 
the Ballance is our Lofs or Gain by 
that Branch of Trade ; for Exam­
ple,we find by the Cuftom-houfe Books 
for the Year ending 1725 . that our 
T  rade with France ftood thus.

Ex-

( 23 ) ..

L -a*



Exports 2 14 ,422 , 
Imports 14 1 ,5 5 0 ,

Ballance 72,772*
• % *■ 1 • N I s Í 1 ' 1  1

But the Imports as well as Ex- , 
ports, being here rated at the felling 
Price in our Markets, without any 
Allowance for a Benefit on the A r­
ticle of Trade ; the Ballance of ; 
*7 2,7 7 2 muit be only the Ballance 
which wou’d arife in Cafe the whole 
Trade were managed by Strangers in 
foreign Shipping ; but it is probable
that two thirds ot that whole T. rade 
is managed by Natives in home built 
Shipping, and if fo, then adding 2 5 
per Cent. to 2 thirds of our Exports, 
and deducting the fame from two 
thirds of our Imports, our Ballance 
on that Branch will be 132 ,202 ; 
but as my prefent Intention is not 10 fl 
much to be exa&in the Account* it

ic If)
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felf, as in the manner o f dating it,
I  will here diftinguifh it under fuch 
Heads as I have mentioned ; divi­
ding our Imports and Exports into 
4 equal Parts. That the Reader may 
the better underftand the Method 
which I propofe for the more exa£l 
Diicovery of the Ballance ;

Exported in home built Shipping by Natives to the-»
Value ot v í

More by Natives in foreign Shipping to the Value o f  S I >^°5" £
More by Strangers in home built Shipping to the-* ✓ %

Value o f i  j
M ore by Strangers in foreign Shipping tothfcValue-? $ 3 ,6 0 ?  I

Exported in all at our Market-Price to the Value of 2 1 4 ,  4 22  
T o  which if  w e add ferCent. for Freight Expence-* ^ t 

and Profit, A S  ”  J *

The felling Price at foreign Markets may be 268,027 i.

But the Trade being manag’ d 
parriy by Foreigners, they rauft be 
paid their Share of this 2 5 per Cent, 
which being deduced from the a- 
bove, the Remainder will be our Nati­
onal Gain by Exportation, wherefore

E  To
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T o  Strangers for Freight, Expence and Profit on*|

7 3 , 607/. worth exported by them ip. foreign V 1 3 ,4 0 1  
Shipping at 27 I.per Cent. .)

More to them Expence and-Profit on 5*3, 607 L I
w orth Exported by them in our Shipping after > 1 0 , 7 2 1  
paying our felves $* I. per Cent. Freight. j

More tor Freight or 7 3 ,6 0 7 /.w orth  Exported by-» 
us in foreign VeiTclsat f  I. per Cent. S  2 ,6 8 0

In all 26,802
And then our Exportation w ill bring us in 241,225*

But we Import from France as fol­
lows, 7;/ .̂

i■
By Natives in home built Shipping to the Value of 3 f ,4-U  £  
M ore by Natives in foreign Shipping to the Value ot 37,4.12 i. 
M ore by Strangers in home built Shipping to the Va-7  t

lucot s
M o r e  by Strangers in foreign Shipping to theValuei

o f  '  ^  ’

Im portedm ailat our Market-Price to the Value o f  1 4 1 , 6 7 0  
From which i f  w e dcdydfc 25-1.per Cent, tor Freight*!

Expence and Profit.

The fir ft Coil o f  our whole I mport may be 1 0 6 , 2 3 8
But w e muft add to this Article 25-1.per Cent, for fo 

much of our Import as w as furmfhed by S tra n -/  
gers, wherefore to Strangers for Freight, E x-i>  8 ,8 7 3  
pence and Profit on 37 , 4 12  /. worth imported byV 
them in foreign Ships at 2 5' /. per Cent. J

More to them Éxpence and Profit on 3 7 ,4 12 ' /.") 7082
w orth imported by them in our Shipping after /  7
paying our felves 7  /. per Cent. Freighr. J

M oie for Freight o f 37, 4 1 2 / .  w orth imported by us? 1 , 7 6 1  
in foreign Shipping at 7  I.per Cent. *  ____

T o  be added in all 1 7 * 7 ° ^
And



*
Î .  . - V • /.

And then the Lofs on our Imports w ill be
B a t  o u r  exportation brings us 2 4 1 ,  215-

Wherefore the Nation is Gainer on the Ballance o ft  T, .  Q 
that Trade }

But i f  we have fent out any Sum 
of Monev5 either in Trade or for 
the Support of our Gentry travelling 
in that Country, it is fo much Lois 
to the Nation, and muft be deduced 
from our Gain ; and having fo done, 
we ihall not be very much miftaken 
in the Ballance of our Lofs and Gain 
by that Branch ; and fo for any other 
Branch of our lawful Trade, which 
that the curious Reader may the bet­
ter be able to do for himfelf, I annex 
here to a íhort Abftraól of our Ex­
ports and Imports to and from the 
feveral Countries with which we 
Trade, at a Medium of the felling 
Price in our Markets for the Year en­
ding Lady-Day 1 7 2 5 ;  but before I 
conclude this Effay, it may not be

E 2 in>
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improper to add the following Re­
marks on the Management of Trade 
in general ; that when the Ballances 
of our particular Trades are difcover- 
ed, and when we are aiTured which 
are the advantagious and which the 
detrimental Branches of Commerce, 
we may the better be able to apply 
fuch political Remedies, as may ef­
fectually flop the Drains which be­
fore kept the Nation poor, and en­
large thole Channels by which the 
Wealth was received.

I. It is highly advantagious to a 
Nation to manage their own Trade 
in home built Shipping, becaufe in 
fuch Cafe the whole Freight, Ex­
pence and Profit is gained to the Na­
tion, on their Exports, and faved on 
their Imports, whereas if the Trade 
and Navigation isleft to Strangers5the 
Nation mult pay 25 1. per Cent,(viz, 
the Freight,Expence and Profit) more 
than it otherwife would for its Im­

ports;
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ports ; and gain fo much lefs on its 
Exports.

II. That Trade is the leaft benefici­
al, which takes o f the primums of 
Manufa&ures, and not the Manufac­
tures themfelves, becaufe it deprives 
the People o f matter to work upon, 
and gives it to Strangers, et Vice Ferfa? 
that Trade is more advantagious 
which takes off our Manufactures, 
than that which takes primums only, 
becaufe it pays not only for the Pro­
duce of our Lands, but for the Art 
and Labour of our People alfo.

III. It is better to buy the primums 
of Manufactures from abroad, than 
the Manufadure itfelf, becauie in the 
firft Cafe, Value íííues only for the 
Materials, but in the laft, we mail 
not only pay for the Materials, but 
for the Labour and Art alio which 
brought them to perfe£lion.

( 29 >
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IV. Wheh native Commodities fail 
to employ all theHands of aConntry, 
it is prudent to Import Foreign, to be 
Manufactured for re-exportation ; 
becaufe the Improvement thereon 
from Art and Labour, adds conlide- 
rably to its value, and is (as it were) 
a new Comodity which could not 
iflue without them.

V. Buying in one Country to fell 
the fame to advantage in another, is 
a bufinefs of very great Profit, afford­
ing not only to the Ships owner anci 
the Merchant, but to the Nation alfo a 
coniiderableGain,and furnilhing them 
with a confiant Employment in one 
part or other of theWorld, whenever 
Trade is dead at Home.

VI. The nearer Commodities are 
bought to the place of their Growth, 
the more advantagious they are to 
the Country Importing ; becaufe 
Ship’ s Freight, Sailors Wages, <Jfc. be- 
ins but a Commutation within them*;

( 30 )



felves  ̂ are no drain to the Nation • 
and the firft Coft only iífnes ; where­
as in buying at fécond Hand, the Sel­
ler muft be paid for all theie Things, 
and a Profit alfo for his Hazard, Ex­
pence and Trouble, fo likewife the 
farther off we can fell our own Com­
modities, the more Advantagious to 
the Nation, the Expence and Hazard 
of the Navigation, adding confidera- 
bly to their Price at fuch Markets.

V II. The Quantity o f exported 
Commodities and not the Price had 
for them at Market, enriches a Na­
tion ; for 50 ,000 Elis o f  Linnen fold 
at 10 i. an Ell will bring the Nation 
but 2 5 ,0 0 0 / . whereas ic o 3 ooo 
Ells o f the fame Linnen fold at 8 /. 
the Ell (which is 2 s. cheaper) brings 
40,000 /. fo that it is the true Inte- 
reft of a Country, by all polfiblc 
Means to enlarge their Sales Abroad.

V III. The only way to enlarge 
our Sales, is to enable our ielves to

under-
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tinderfel our Neighbours ; it being a 
itanding Rule, that he who fells 
cheapeft and beft muft have moft 
Cuitomers.

IX . It is better for a Nation to 
pay ready Money to Foreigners im­
porting, than Commodities or Ma­
nufactures \ becaufe in delivering our 
Manufactures we leave the Benefit 
on the Article of Navigation, iffc. to 
the Takers which would be Gain to 
the Nation, it we had exported them 
our felves j whereas in exporting 
the Moaey, there is very great Ha- 
2ard and little Profit on the Article 
of Navigation, fefc,

X . Taxes raife the Price of Com­
modities on the Confumers, and are 
therefore very dangerous to the 
Wealth of a Country, when laid on 
the Exportation of their own Manu­
factures ; but highly advantagiotis on 
the Importation of fuch as drain a- 
way our Wealth and perijh among 
us. X I.
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& I. Præmîums on the Exportati­
on of Goods enable the Merchant to 
fell them fo much cheaper at foreign 
Markets than he could otherwife af­
ford them, and are o f lingular ufe in 
Cafes where we are under! old by 
others, for which realon, it is a Nati­
on^ Profit to give Præmiums where 
the Sale of their Manufactures would 
otherwife be leiTenM ; for fuppofe 
that in a iooo /. worth of Linnens, 
we are underfold by Scrangers at fo­
reign Markets in 50 /. and that our 
Sale thereof is by that Means flop’ dj 
a Premium of 60 I. to the Exporter 
Would enable him to iell the fame 
Parcel of Linnen ió/. cheaper than 
the Stranger ; by which means he 

‘ would infallibly get the Cuftomers ; 
fo that by giving the Exporter 60 L 
(which is no Lofs to the Nation i f  he 
be a Native) there is a 1000 /. brought 
into the Country which wou’ d other­
wife go to Strangers.

F  Ma-
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Many other Rules there are for the 
Regulation of Trade and Commerce 
too tedious to be inferted here ; bat 
they occur more properly in treating 
of the particular Branches of Trade, 
in the following Chapters, to which 
I lhall refer my Reader.

And having thus briefly confider- 
ed Trade in general, I proceed in the 
next Place to take a V iew  of that of 
our own poor Country, which lies ; 
bleeding with many Wounds, and 
calls aloud for fome skilful Hand to 
flop its IiTues ; true it is that we la­
bour under heavy Reftrióiions, and 
that our Affairs are incumbred with 
many Difficulties ; but we m ud not 
therefore give up the Caufe of our 
Country, and negled: the little which 
is left : Men of large Eftates may take 
their Eafe, and think themfelves a- 
bove that Care and Oeconomy, which 
is abfolutely neceflary for narrower 
Circumitances ;  they can

( 34 )
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and great Mismanagements, but one 
falfe Step may deftroy a ilendcr For­
tune, and bring it to nothing ; it be­
hoves us therefore who have fo Imall 
an Eft ate in Trade, and fo many 
Drains upon it, to employ in a more 
particular manner all our Conduit 
and Circumfpedtion in the Manage­
ment thereof, and not to fuffer our 
felves by a falfe way of reafoning to 
be led into fuch a fatal neglect of 
our Affairs, as w ou’d too quickly 
bring our little to nothing.

I am forry to find fo univerlal a 
Difpondency amongft us in refpeót to 
Trade ; Men of all Degrees give up 
the 1  houghts of improving our 
Commerce, and conclude that the 
Reftriótions, under which we are 
laid, are fo infurmountable that any 
Attempt on that Head wou’d be 
vain and fruitlefs ; but this is a 
dangerous Opinion to prevail a- 
mongft a People, and may in Time

F  2 \ throw
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throw fuch a Damp upon the Spirits 
of the Nation as may prove highly 
injurious to our Bufmefs, there be­
ing no greater incentive to Labour 
and Induftry, than the Profpeót of 
Gain, and no greater dilcouragement 
from them, than the Thoughts of a 
poor Return ; It mayn’ t therefore 
be improper before we proceed far­
ther to coniider, what our Succefs 
has been within thefe lail 50 Years, 
that we may the better judge, if the 
Trade which is ftill left us be worth 
our looking after.

Sir William Petty in his Political 
Anatomy of Ireland., publilTiM in 
\6-]6, computes that the whole Ter­
ritory confiding of 9000, 000 of 
Acres, good Arrable Pafture and 
Meadow, and 1 500, 000 Acres of 
Loughs, Boggs, Shrubbs, Woods, 
i5fc. Irifl} Plantation Meafure and 
Strafford Survey, afforded an Annual 
R ent (including His Majefty’s Quit-

Rcnts



Rents, the Tythes and Tenements, 
Improvements) of 900, 000 /. and 
was worth to be purchafed at the 
higheft felling Price of thofe Times, 
9 Millions at p.iefent (considering the 
great Improvements of Lands, and 
the very favourable Survey in gene­
ral) the 9000, 000 Acres of good A- 
rable Pa ft u re and Meadow, may be 
worth at a Medium of 4 per 
Acre, ox 2 , 0 2 5 ,  000 *7* p~r Annum, 
and His Majefty5s Quit Rents, the 
Tythes and Tenements, improve­
ments, at a modeft Computation 
799, 870 I, per Annum. fa  that with­
out making any Allowance tor
1 ,  500, 000 Acres of Boggs, Woods, 
isfc. the Rents, publick and pri­
vate , arifing from the reft % is
2 , 8 24 ,8 7 Q.l.per Annum. and that at 
20 Years Puvchafe (the loweil fel­
ling Price of this T im e} is worth
56 > 4 9 7 ,  400/. or 47 , 4 9 7 , 400
more than it was worth in 167 5,

v >vhen
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when that Gentleman made his Cal­
culation ; but if  we add to this the 
great increafe of our Perfonal Eflate, 
and the number of Hands which is 
daily added to our Induilry ; and 
if  we at the fame time confider that 
whilil we have been accumulating 
that Treafure, we had all along la­
bour’d under a dead Drain for the 
Support of our Out-Lyers, which 
alone has lately been eflimated at 
600, ooo /. per Annum. and which in 
the whole cannot be under 23, ooo,
000 /. Sterl. we fhall find that flint- 
ed in Trade and wailed by Out- 
Lyers ; as we are, there is ilill fome- 
what left highly deferving of our 
Care and Circumfpeótion.

Ireland is in refpeót to its S itu a t i­
on, the Number of commodious 
Harbours, and the natural Wealth 
which it produces, the fitteil Iiland 
to acquire Riches of any in the Eu­
ropean Seas ; for as by its Scituation



it lies the moil commodious for the 
Wefl-Indies, Spain, and the Northern 
or Ea(l-Countries ; fo it is not only fup- 
ply’d by Nature with all the Necef- 
laries of L ife , but can over and a- 
bove export large Quantities of its 
Growth and Manufacture to foreign 
Markets, infomuch that had it been 
M  1ftrefs of a Free-Trade, no N ati­
on in Europe of its Extent could in 
an equal number of Years acquire a 
greater Wealth.

The Commodities which it pro­
duces, are Wool, Linnen and Hemp, 
Beef) Butter, Taüow and Hides, Kelp, 
Soap, AjJjes,  Lead, Iron and Copper, 
Fijh and Corn, Salt, Coals, Marble 
and Timber, o f each of which large 
Quantities might annually be ex­
ported, if proper Care were taken 
to improve the National Induftry, 
and to put the Bufinefs o f which, 
we are yet poffefs’d under proper 
Regulations ;  but before we enter

into
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Into thofe Particulars, it will be pro­
per to take a iliort V iew  of the pre­
lent State of the Trade of thefe N a ­
tions in genera), with refpeót to the 
feveral Impropriations thereof, either 
by Charters or A Sis of Parliament, and 
to coniider what particular Laws 
have been made in England to in­
cumber that which was left us, in 
which I fhall be fomewhat particu­
lar to ihew of what Importance our 
Neighbours havç always thought 
the Regulation of their Trade, how 
often they have reviled and amended 
their Commercial Laws, and how 

' great a Part of the National Bufi- 
nefs w'as fwallowed up by a few 
Favourite Companies, exclufive of 
the People in general, until the IVii- 
dom of their Parliaments roufed up 
by the Inconveniencies arifing from 
fuch contracted Ways of acting,
broke their Bonds in funder, and laid

the



the Province of Trade in a Manner 
Free and Open to all.

The T  rade to Rujfia was carried 
on through the Ports of the Baltick 
until the Reign of Philip and Mary, 
when the Port of Archangel was dif- 
covered, by fome Adventures of 
London, in attempting the North Paf- 
ftge to China ; this was thought a 
matter of that great Confequence to 
England^ that the Adventures Were 
rewarded with a Patent granting to 
them certain Liberties and Immuni­
ties exclu live of all others their Ma- 
jellies Subjects; which Patent was 
by Aft of Parliament in the 8th o£ 
Queen Elizabeth confirmed to them 
and their Succeflors, under the Name 
of the Fellow/hip o/Englifh Merchants 
for Difcovery of New Trades ; but 
Experience ihewing that fo limi­
ted a Company was unequal to that 
I rade5 it was by the 10th and 1 lth 
of William III. Cap. vi. order’ d that

G every
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every Subjeét of the Realm of Eng­
land defiring admiiTion to the faid 
Company ihould upon payment of 
5 /. to the Company be admitted 
thereto, and enjoy all the Priviledges 
and Immunities which the faid Com­
pany or Felloivjbip were any ways in­
titled to.

The Trade to the Coall; of Africk 
was attempted by lome Englijh A d­
venturers towards the latter End of 
Queen Elijah et IPs Reign, and carri­
ed on without any particular Privi­
ledges, till the 16th of King James
I. when His Majefty incorporated 
them by a C barter with feveral Pow­
ers and Immunities, exclufive of all 
others His Majefty’ s Subjects ; but 
this was not thought fufficient to de­
bar others from trading to t’hofe 
Parts, and feveral particular Mer­
chants tempted by the great Gain 
which they faw the Company make, 
and infilling upon their natural  ̂ _ •  «
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Right adventured to thofe Parts 
notwithftanding the Companies 
Charter ; but thefe Interlopers iharing 
in the Benefit of all the Ex pence 
which the Company was at in Forts 
and Caftles for the Protection of 
their Trade, and contributing no­
thing to the common Charge, were 
able to underfel the Company, and 
forced them at laft to give up the 
Caufe, and withdraw their ieveral 
Stocks ; the Dutch in the mean time 
became very intent upon that Trade, 
and finding the EngliJJj Affairs in thoie 
Parts unconcerted and without Pow­
er grew very troublefome to our 
Merchants, and at laft engroiled moll 
part of that rich Trade to themlelves, 
whereupon Application being made 
to King Charles I. he in the 7 th Year 
of his Reign granted a new Charter. 
with excluiive Priviledges like the 
former; which was afterwards con­
firmed by Cromwell ; but the Interlo-

G  2 pers
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pers. had then a fairer Pretence than 
ever to iniiit on the natural Right, 
and fo the Company and the Interlo­
pers fell together by the Ears, and 
gave the Dutch and Danes a new Op­
portunity to enlarge their Settle­
ments, and to build ieveral Forts and 
Faituries on thofe Coafts ; till at laft 
not only the Company but the Inter­
lopers themfelves werealmoft entirely 
beat out of that Trade.

Soon after the Reftoration, there 
was a new Charter granted by King 
Charles l i .  but the Dutch W ar break­
ing out in 16 6 4 . De liuiter their Ad­
miral took that Opportunity to de- 
ftroy all the Engliflj Settlements on 
that Coaft ; but when the Peace with 
Holland was concluded, His Majeily 
invited all His Subjects to a new Sub- 
fcription and joint Stock, and grant­
ed to the Subicribers thereof under 
the Name of The Royal African Com­
pany > another Charter with the fame

exclu-
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exclu live Priviledges ; but the Inter­
lopers Hill carried on a feparate Trade 
very much to the Difadvantage of the 
Company ; wherefore in the Year 
1697 they applied to the Parliament 
for Redrefs, who found out a Medi­
um to reconcile their different inte- 
reft, and by the 9 th and 1 oth of Wil­
liam III. Chap. 26. Enaâed that the 
1  rade to AJrick from England and 
from the 'Plantations in America Ihould 
be laid open to all the Subjects of the 
Realm of England as well as to the 
Company, they paying to the Com­
pany a Duty of 10 /. per Cent, for all 
Commodities imported or exported, 
except Redwood  ̂for which only 5 l.per 
Cent, is to be paid, and Gold, Silver 
and Negroes which are Free ; and it 
is by this provided, that all the 
natural born Subjects o[ England pay­
ing the Duties aforeiaid to the Com­
pany, ill all be inti tied to the fame 
Protection, Defence, and Security,

from
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from all the Company’s Forts and 
Caitles, and the fame Freedom for 
their Négociations and Trade that 
the Company has or is any ways in­
titled to, and ihall and may at their 
own Expence fettle Fa&ories on any 
part of the Coaft o f Africk within 
the Limits of the Company, vi^. 
from Cape-Mount to the Cape of Good- 
Hope, and from Cape-Blancho to Cape- 
Mount, without any hindrance from 
the Company the Duties which are to 
be paid to the Company are to be ac­
cording to the firft Coft, and Bonds 
are to be given for the delivery of 
all Goods to be exported from Eng« 
land or the Plantations in the particu­
lar Places for which they are deiignM 
on that Coail ; and again like Bond 
on their return for England or the 
Plantations. The Continuance of this 
A &  was but for i 3 Years, and to the 
End of the next Seffion of Parlia­
ment., but notwithftanding the ftre-

nuous



nlious opposition of the Company it 
was renewed by. Of Queen Anne : 

We begun our Trade to Turkey in
i 598 but that was alio quickly engrof- 
fed by the Lev ant Company who obtain­
ed a Char ter from Queen Elizabeth (or 
that Purpofe, the Conftitution of 
this Corporation is ioinewhat parti­
cular, and I may fay without Prece­
dent among all the Monopolies o f the 
EnglijJ) Trade ; for limited as it is, 
there is however no one forbid to 
trade thither who fubje&s himfelf 
to the Duties impofed on ieparate 
Traders by the Company, in whofe 
Hands is the entire Power of fixing 
the Duties on all the Commodities 
imported from thence ; but even this 
hardfhip is in EfFe£t nothing, for any 
of His Majefty’ s Subje&s are intitled 
on the payment of 50 /. to have ad- 
miffion into the Company, and to 
enjoy all the Liberties and Immuni­
ties thereof.

By
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By the Produce of the Duties im- 
pofed by the Company, they are o* 
bilged constantly to maintain a Royal 
Embaifador at the Ottoman Court,- 
and to defray the Expence of their 
leveral Gonfuls and Settlements in 
thofe Parts. I don’ t find that we 
are any ways reftramed from trad­
ing thither, tho5 I believe without 
admiilion into the Company we 
Ihould find our felves but ill inti­
tled to their Prote&ion in thofe 
Parts.

The Fifheries of Greenland and Niw- 
foundland were by the 25 th of Char­
les II. Chap. vii. limited to the Inha­
bitants ot England, Wales,  or Ber­
wick upon Tweed, navigating as di­
rected by the AÛ of Navigation, Vic­
tualing in England, Wales, or Berwick, 
and proceeding from thence to the 
Voyage, on which Terms they were 
to import any Oyl, Blubber or Wale 
Finns, &c. taken by them free from

any



any Cuftom or Impoil whatfoever ; 
but all thefe Priviledges were by 4th 
and 5th William and Mary^Cbap. xvii. 
veiled in an exclulive Company, un­
der the Name of the Company trad-, 
ing to Greenland, with an additional 
Claufe, that an Englijh Mailer and 
one third of Englijh Mariners íliould 
entitle them to the Benefit of the 
zyth of Charles II. provided they 
in all other Refpe£ts conform’ d to 
the Navigation A£t, victualled in 
England,, Wales ox Berwick, and pro­
ceeded from thence dire£lly to the Fi- 
fhery ; but the Company having in 
a great Meafure loll that Bulmefs to 
Foreigners either by their own Ne- 
gle£l or Incapacity, It was provided 
by the 1 ft o f Queen Anne, Chap. xvi. 
that notwithflanding any Claufe in 
the 4th and 5 th of William and Ma­
ry, it fhall and may be lawful for a- 
ny o f their Majeilies Subje£ls what- 
foever3to go to thofeSeas, and to have

H and
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and enjoy all thePi-iviledges that were 
granted to the Company by the faid 
A(ft, and that they {hall not pay any 
further or other Duty than i f  they 
had been of the Company ; this AÙ. 
relates only to the Fiihery of Green- 
land, but as to that, of Newfoundland, 
it was by the ioth and i ith of Wil­
liam III. chap. xxv. laid open to all 
His M ayfly5s Subjects reiiding in 
England, or in any of the Domini­
ons thereunto belonging, in as fu ll a 
manner as the fame has been at any 
time heretofore enjoyed by any of the 
Subjects of His Majefty’s Predecef- 
fors by this ACl the reipective Duties 
to be paid for Goods filhed in Eng- 
lijh Shipping, for Goods fiflied in 
Plantation Ships, and for thofe 
caught in foreign Shipping are fixed, 
and the entire Government and Ma­
nagement of that Fiihery and Trade 
is extremely well provided for.

( 5° )
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The Trade to Srveeden' and Den­
mark was veiled in thzEaftland Com­
pany, excluiive of all ochers, till by 
the 25 th of Charles II. Chap. \ ii. it 
was laid open to all Perlons as well 
JSfatives as Foreigners, notwithstand­
ing any thing to the contrary con­
tained in the Charter of that Com? 
pany,and every Subject of the Realm  
of England was by this A in tit led 
to an Admiifton to that Company on 
the Payment of 40 s.

The Charter by which the Eaft- 
India Company engrofs to themfelves 
all the rich Trade of the Eaft, was 
granted to the Subfcribers of two 
Millions, advanced upon a Fund for 
Payment of Annuities at the rtate of 
8 per Cent, purfuant to a Power gi­
ven to King William by the 9th and 
10th of His Reign, Chap. xliv. fir.CQ 
which Time, many other A£ts have 
been made for the better Regulati­
on of that Trade, and for the fur-

VI 2 thvi
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rher Security of the Company againtt 
Interlopers, whereby it is made un­
lawful for any one of His Majefty’ s 
Subjects to trade or go to the Eaft- 
Indies unlefs they be of the Company, 
or are employed by them or to con­
tribute to, or promote any foreign 
Company trading to theEafl from the 
Aujlrian Netherlands^oï to import into 
any Place belonging to the Englifh 
Crown any of the Growth or Ma­
nufactures of the EaSl unlefs they be 
illipM in fome Part of Creat-Hritain^ 
except Cinnamon, Cloves, Mace and 
Nutmegg?, which by the 8th of Anne 
and 5th of George, ma y be imported 
from other Places by Licenfe , but I 
don’ t find that Ireland except as by 
the Navigation A &  is expreily re­
trained from importing from other 
Countries any Eaji-India Goods, but 
wrought Silks, Mufiins and Calli- 
coes, which by the 5th of George,
Chap. xi. they muft import from 
• Great-



Great-Britain only on pairi of Forfei­
ture of Ship and Goods.

The Scmth'Sea Company Were in­
corporated by the 9th of Anne, Chap- 
xxi. with Power to trade from the 
River Oronaco on the Eafiern Side of 
America to the Southern Parts of Terra 
dell FttegOj and thence Weftward as far 
as Brazil and Surinam, exclufive o£ 
all other Her Majeity’ s Subje&s, but 
thefe Priviledges were to expire on 
the repayment of the Money advan­
ced by them after a certain Tim e 
therein mentioned, wherefore for the 
farther Encouragement of the new 
Company it was thought proper by 
the 10th of Anne, Chap. xxx. to con­
tinue thefe Priviledges to them and 
their Succeffors for ever, notwith- 
ftandingthe repayment of their Debt : 
In their Hands is the foie Trade to 
the Spanifh Wefl-lndies^ which was 
granted to England in 1 7 1 3  by the 
Ajfiento, as a Preliminary to the gene-
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i;al Peace concluded foon after at 17-
trecbt ; The Jjjientifh are by their A- 
greement impowred to import Ne­
groes into his Catholick Majeity’s 
Dominions for the fpace of 30 Years, 
paying for every Head of 4800 ^ -  
groes,f annually a Duty of 33 Pieces 
of Eight and one third of a Piece of 
Eighc in full of all Importions what­
soever, and for any further Number 
which they ihall import a Duty only 
of 16  Pieces of Eight, and two 
thirds of a Piece of Eighc a Head. 
But his Catholick Majeity referves 
to himfelf one fourth Part of the 
general Gain of that Trade upon 
paying or fecuring to be paid to the 
Ajjientifls 1, coo, oco of Pieces of 
Eight with the Intereit thereof at 8 
per Cent. • towards carrying on His 
Majeity’ s laid 4th part of the Bufi- 
neis, that being one quarter of the 
Sum which was thought neceilary
for the Undertaking and for the firft

Eitablifh-
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Eftablifhment of the Company, and 
the Ajjientifls are to adjuft their Ac­
counts with His Majeity every fifth 
Year ; but his Catholick Majefty by 
the 24th Article of the AJJiento as a 
further Demonftration of his Efteem 
for the Queen of Great-Britain, has 
licenfed one Ship of 500 Tuns Bur­
den to trade Yearly into his Domi­
nions with luch Commodities o f the 
Growth or Manufacture o f Europe 
as they can beft difpofe of there, his 
Majefty (till referving to himfelf one 
fourth part o f the clear Gain thereof, 
as in the AJJiento and 5 per Cent. Du­
ty on the other three Parts.

Thefe are moil if  not all the Mo­
nopolies o f the Englijb Trade, and I 
have been the more particular in de­
ducing them from their firit Origi­
nals that the Reader may judge for 
himfelf how' far he is affected by 
them, let us in the next Place con- 
iider what Laws have been made in

Eng-
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England to incumber our Trade in 
particular, and when that is done, 
We fhall be able to judge what 
Branches of our Trade are defen ing 
of our Protection and Encourage­
ment, and what are not. And as 
Navigation is the Means by which 
Trade and Commerce are chiefly per­
form’d, it will be proper to begin 
with ours, and fhew upon what
Footing it (lands at prefent.

As foon as the People of England 
had reftored King Charles II. and 
fettled their Affairs on the antient 
Foot, they quickly begun to conlider 
of what Importance it was to them to 
take care of their Navigation and 
Commerce ; and finding that for 
wane of proper Regulations the m- 
duitrious Hollanders furmfhed all 
their Markets with foreign Commo­
dities cheaper than they could them- 
felves import them, and by that
means left m  Encouragement to



build or fie out Ships in England,. Ic 
was thought proper to lay fuch a 
Weight on all Goods imported in 
foreign Shipping as might encourage 
their Merchants to build for them- 
feives, or at lead to freight home 
built ihipping in order to lave the 
extraordinary Duties which they 
m ull have paid on foreign Bottoms ; 
and in as much as it was Cufto- 
mary with the Dutch to have in 
their Towns confiant Magazeens of 
all Kinds of foreign Commodities, 
which the Englijb Merchants to 
make a quick Return of their Mo­
ney, and to lave the Expence and 
Hazard of a tedious Voyage ufed to 
buy there. It was thought proper 
to lay fuch a Duty on all Commo­
dities that were not bought and ta­
ken on board in EngliJhVtilels, at the 
Place of their Growth and Produc­
tion, as might oblige the People of

I Eng-
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England to go to the Countries front 
which the Dutch fir ft brought them, 
and by chat means to fave the N a ­
tion fo much of the Coft of their 
foreign Confumption as the Dutch 
before exacted on the Article of 
their Navigation. And according­
ly by the 12th of Charles II. Chap. 
x v i i i .  commonly called the Naviga~ 
tion A6t, the whole matter of the 
Navigation of-» thefe Dominions was 
regulated and modelled ; and as 
WY of Ireland have the good Fortune 
o be included therein under the 
ame Advantages and Reftrictions 

w .th  the Inhabitants of England} 
it may not be improper to give the 
Reader a particular Abftiaót there­

of. . . . .
By this A (ft (therefore) is is provi­

ded that no Goods whatfoever ilia 11 
be Imported or Exported to or from 
any ol His Ma jetty’s Lands, Hlands,
Plantations, or Territories in Afia,

Africk



Africk or America, but in Ships truly 
and bona Jide belonging to the Sub­
jects of England, Ireland, Wales, or 
Eenvick upon T weed, or in iuch as 
are of the B uilt o f and belonging to 
His Majefty’ s faid Lands, lilands, 
Plantations, or Territories, in 
Africk, or America, navigated by 
three fourths of the Mariners, and 
the Mailer EngliJJj on pain of the 
Forfeiture o f Ship and Cargo, ^one 
Third  thereof to the Governor of the 
Place or Plantation where taken, 
one Third to the Difcoverer, and
one Third the King.

And that no Foreigner unlefs na­
turaliz’ d , ihall on pain of forfeit­
ing Goods and Chatties be Merchant 
or Factor, in any ot the faid Places.

And that all Officers upon en- 
tring ou their Office ihall take an 
Oath to execute ilriCtiy this L aw , 
and upon neglecting to execute the 
fame fhall be removed from their 
Employment. I 2 And
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And that no Goods of the Growth, 
ProduClion or Manufacture o f Afia-y 
Jfrick  or Jmerica lhall be imported 
into England, Ireland, Wales, Berwick, 
Jerfey, or Qntrnjey ; but in Englijh 
built Ships navigated as above, on 
pain of forfeiting Ship and Cargo.

And that no Goods or Commodi­
ties which are confin’ d to be import­
ed in Englijh built Shipping ihalj be 
imported from any other Place but 
from the Place of their Growth and 
Production, or from iuch Places as 
the fame are ufually firft fhip’ d from 
on pain o f Confifcation of Ship and 
Cargo.

And that all Fifh, Fiih-Oyl, Blub­
ber, Whale-Finns, or Whale-Bones 
imported into England, It eland, Wales 
or Berwick, and which have not been 
fiihed for and cured by the People 
thereof in Ships truly belonging to 
them, lhall pay double Aliens Duty ; 
(but this as toOyl and Finns is alter’d
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v V

b y  2 ç Charles II. Chap. vii. and there­
by all ï ’eople of any Nation whatfo- 
ever reiiding in England, may import 
them Duty free in Englijh built Ship­
ping navigated as above, provided the 
i'ame has been tithed fcit in fuch 
Ships.) ç ' 3 ; ' r ' £

And it is further provided, that rto 
Ships but Englifb, built and navigated 
as above, ihall trade from Port to 
Fort of England, Ireland, 'ferfey or 
Gnernfey,  and that no Stranger . err 
Perfon not naturalized fh.aH be Own­
er, or Part-Owner in fuch Ships on 
Pain o f  Forfeiture o f  Ship and Car­
go (but by j ft o f 'fames II. Chap. xviii. 
foreign Ships brought into England 
may be imployed in this Port of 
Trade, paying 5 s. per Tun Duty at 
the Port ol Delivery over and above 
all former Duties.)

And



( D
And it is Declared and Enaûed, 

that where-ever any E afe? Abate­
ment, or Priviledge is given in the 
Book o f  Rates to Goods imported or 
exported in Englijh built Shipping, 
the iame fhalLhe underftood to mean 
Ships built in England,  ̂ Ireland, 
Wales Jerfet, or Gnernfey, or in His 
Majeity’ s laid Lands, Iflands, Terri- 
tories, or Dominions in Âjia, Africk or 
America, navigated during the whole 
Voyage, by an Englijh Mafter, and at 
leaft three fourths of the Mariners 
Englifi, which by the 14th of Charles
I I .  Chap. xi. is declared to mean Sub­
jects o f England, Ireland, or the Plan­
tations.

And it is further Enabled, that
no Commodities of the Growth or
Manufacture of RuJJia or Mujcovy, no
fort o f  Matts, Timber or Boards, no
foriegn Salt, Roffin, Pitch, or Tar,
Hemp or F lax , no Raifins, Fins,
Prunes, or Olive-Oyl, no fort oi

Corn
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Corn or Grain, Sugar, Pot-AiheSj 
Wines, Vinegar, Aquavitæ or Bran­
dy» no Currants, or Commodities of 
the Growth or Manufacture of the 
Ottaman Empire, or of the Depen­
dencies thereon fhalt be imported into 
England, Ireland, Wales, or Berwick, 
but m Englijb built ftiipping navi­
gated as above, or in Ships belonging 
to the Countries which produce them 
refpeftively, or the Ports where the 
fame are uiually firft fhip’ d from, 
and whereof the Matter and three 
fourths o f the Mariners are of fuch 
Countrey or Place refpe&ively on 
Pain o f Forfeiture o f Ship and 
Cargo.

Provided always, that all the a- 
bove Goods, and likewife all Wines 
o f the Growth o f  France or Germany, 
Spain or Portugal,  Madera, the Cana­
ries, or Wejiern Iflands, which ihall 
be imported in Ships belonging to 
the reipe£tive Places o f their Growth



and Produ&ion, or to the Places or 
Ports refpe&ively from whence the 
fame are ufually firft ihip’ d, and not 
in Englijb built (hipping navigated 
as aforefaid, ihall pay double Aliens 
Duty ; but by the 14 th of Charles II. 
Chap. xi. no fort o f  Wine, other than 
Rhenilh no fort o f  Spices, Grocery, 
Tobacco, I^ot-Afhes, Pitch, Tar, Salt, 
Roilin, Deal, Firr, Timber, or Oliver 
Oyl, ihall be imported into England 
from the 'Netherlands or Germany, on 
Pain o f Confifcation of Ship and 
Cargo.

And that no foreign built Ship 
flaall be deem’ d or pafs as a Ship be­
longing to England, Ireland, Wales, 
or Berwick, unlefs the Owners or 
Part-Owners thereof, have firft made 
Oath that they are Subje£ts o f Eng­
land, Ireland, Wales or Berwick, that 
no Alien has any Share or Intereft 
therein, and that they have really
and bona fide purchafed the fame for

valu-
* ■» » . # j  • i
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valuable Confîderation, and Regi- 
fters of fuch Oaths ihall be kept at 
the refpeCtive Ports o f  England and 
Ireland, whereof Duplicates ilia 11 be 
return’ d to the chief Officers o f the 
Cuftoms in London and Dublin refpe- 
Clively.

And all Officers negleCting to de­
mand Certificates, or allowing any 
Ship for Engliff) built which is not re­
ally fuch, or allowing the Priviledge 
o f  this A &  to any Ship until Proof 
firft made, that the Matter and three 
fourths of the Marriners are of the 
Place or Country from which the 
Goods are carried or otherwife ne­
glecting to execute that Statute, fha.ll 
for the fifft Offence lofe their Office^ 
Place or Government.

Provided a lw a y s , that nothing 
therein fhall reftrain or hinder the 
Importation o f the Commodities o f  
the Streights or Levant-Seas from the 
ufual Places o f loading them in

K  thofe
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thofe Seas in Englijlj built Shipping 
navigated as aforeiaid.

A n d  provided, that n o t h i n g  there­
in fhall reftrain the Importation of 
Eafl-India Goods from the uiual Pla­
ces o f loading them to the South­
ward and Eafl-ward of the Cape of 
Good-EIope in the aforefaid Ships na­
vigated as aforefaid, tho’ the lame be 
not the Places of their Growth or
Production.

And provided alfo, that it may 
be lawful for the People of England, 
Ireland, Wales, Jerfey, and Gnern- 
fey, to import from the Ports of 
Spain or Portugal, the Azores, the 
Madera or Canary-Jflands in EngliJJ) 
built Ships navigated as aforeiaid ; 
all Commodities of the Growth, Pro­
duction or Manufacture o f the Plan­
tations or Dominions of either of 
them refpeCtively.

( 66 )
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And provided, that iaid A i t  ihall 
not extend to bullion nor to Goods 
taken by way o f  Reprifals by any 
Ship of England, Ireland, Wales, Jer- 
fey, or Gusrnfey, navigated as above.

And provided, that laid A ct ihall 
not extend to lay Aliens Duty upon 
Scotch Corn, Salt and F illi import­
ed in Scotch Ships, whereof three 
Fourths of ths Mariners and the 
M ailer are His M ajefty ’ s Subjedts, 
nor upon Seale-Oyl of Rujfia impor­
ted in Englijh built Shipping.

And that all French Ships trading 
to England, Ireland, or Wales, ill all 
pay to the Collector of the Port 
wherein lhe loads or unloads any 
Goods, or takes or delivers any Paf- 
fengers 5 s. per Tun , which ihs 
ihall be computed to be of Burthen^ 
which Duty was to continue till 
three Months after that of 50 Soils 
impofed 011 Englijh Shipping by the

K  2 King
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King of France fhould be taken 
off.

And that no Sugars, Cotton- 
W ooll, Indigoes, Ginger, Fuftick, 
or other Dying Wood, of the Pro­
duction, Growth or Manufacture 
of any EngliJJj Plantation in Jfia , A- 
frickj ov America, ihall be íhip d or 
convey’d irom any of faid Englijh 
Plantations, but to fome other of 
faid Plantations, or to England., 
Ireland, Wales or (Berwick, on pain 
of Forfeiture of Ship and Cargo.

And all Ships defign’ d for the 
Plantations from England, Ireland, 
Wales or Berwick) ihall give Bonds 
of iooo /• with one Surety, if  the 
Ship be under ioo Tuns, and of 
2ooo /. i f  over ; that in cafe they 
take on Board any Plantation Com­
modities, they ihall import them 
into England, Ireland, IValeŝ  or 
Berwick^ the danger of the Seas ex­
cepted and allGovernors of Plantati­

ons

\
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ons fbiall there take Bonds of like 
Penalty from all other Ship5 permit­
ted to trade thither, that all Goods 
taken on board by them in the Plan­
tations ihall be by them delivered in 
England, Ireland, Wales or Berwick, 
and all Ships failing from the Plan­
tations with fuch Goods on board, 
w ithout firft palling fuch Bond ihall 
be forfeited w ith  Cargo, R ig g in g  
and Apparel ; and all Governors are 
obliged twice every Year to return 
Copies of all fuch Bonds to the 
chief Officer of the Cuftoms in
London.

It mayn’ t be improper to obferve, 
that this L a w  in it felf was io far 
from being a Hardfhip upon us, that 
it not only fecured the Navigation o f 
our own Country, inwards and out­
wards to our felves, but gave us alfo 
the fame Immunities and Freedoms 
w ith the People of England inrelpeót 
to their Imports and Exports, and

çn-
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enabled us to trade from England to 
all the Dependencies on the Englifh 
Crow n, on equal Terms with Eng­
land', to partake of the Præmiums 
granted on their Importations and 
Exportations, and to carry on a 
Trade with them on better Terms, 
and for leis Duties than any other 
Nation in the W orld  ; and the only 
Hardfhip we fuffer by it is from the 
Exactions of the Bafl-lndia C om ­
pany on thole Commodities of the 
£ a fi, which we by iubfequent Law s 
are forbid to go for our felves to the 
Place of their Growth or P r o d u i t  
on, or to import from any other
Place but England.

By the above A ct, we cou’d trade 
freely to and from the Plantations 
directly, but by i 5th Charles I I . Chap. 
vii. no Commodities of the Growth 
of Europe were to be imported to 
the Plantations, but fuch as were 
laden and put on board in England,

Walesy



Wales, or Berwick on pain Of Connf- 
cation, except Salt for the Fiiheries 
of New-England, and Newfoundland, 
Wine from the Maderas, and A^ores^ 
and Horfes, Servants, and V ictua ls  
from Scotland and Ireland, to which 
was added by the 3d and 4th of 
Anne, Cbap. viii. and by the 3d o f 
George I. Chap. xxi. Linnen from Ire­
land, but Ireland not being named 
in the new L a w , we did not think 
our felves bound by it , and carried 
on our Trade as before ; wherefore 
by the 22d and 23d  o f Charles I I .  
Chap. xxvi. it is ordered, that the 
W ord , Ireland^ lhall for the Future  
be left out of all Bonds taken for the 
delivery of the aforefaid Plantation 
Commodities; by which means tho5 
we were not exprefly forbid to im ­
port them, yet the Bonds being to 
be given for Delivery in England., 
Wales, or Berwick,. we could ' not 
w ithout incurring the Penalty o f

O U Js'
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our Bond?, deliver them any where 
elfe; and by that means we fell un­
der the Limitations of the N av ig a­
tion A & , the Plantation A ft, 
this A ft  was but temporary, till by a 
C lauie in the 5 th of George I. Chap. 
x i. It w a s  continued fo long as the 
Aft of Tunnage and Poundage 
fhould endure ; the 2 5 th of Charles
II . Chap. v ii. gave us another Loop- 
Hole to creep out at ; for by that 
A f t ,  all Ships refufing to give 
Bond, were only to pay certain Du­
ties therein enumerated ; but by the 
Plantation A ft  of the 7th and 8th 
of William III. Chap. xxii. it is declar­
ed that the 2 5th of Charles II. related 
only to Goods carried from one Plan­
tation to another, and that not- 
withftanding the Duties ordered to 
be paid by that A f t ,  all Ships what- 
foever fhall give fuch Bonds as are 
required by the 1 2th, 22d, and 23d. 
of Charles II. and afterwards in the



15  th Settion of the fame A ft*  to put 
Matters intirely out of Difpute ,  
it is ordered, that no Commodities 
of the Grow th or Manufacture 
of the Plantations, ihall on any 
Pretence whatfoever, be landed in 
Ireland, or Scotland, unlefs the fame 
has firft been landed in England, and 
has paid the Rates and Duties, 
wherewith they are there chargeable 
by L a w , if they be not really for­
ced on Shore, and ftranded by ftrefs 
of Weather ; In which cafe they 
may be taken on Shore for Safety, 
but not put to Sale until firft 
fhipM off for England, landed there, 
and brought back again to Ireland ;  
but all the Duties either paid or fe- 
cured to be paid on landing of Plan­
tation Commodities in England, are 
entirely drawn back, or Security va­
cated, on Re-exportation of the 
fame ; except that on Sugars, w hich 
; % T  L  leaves
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leaves behind one half o f the old 
Subfidy, or 6 d. o f  the Pound Rate.

Thefe are the principle R.eilrkcti- 
onslaid upon us in reSpett to the 
Plantation Trade • fo that we are 
{till upon a better Footing in refpeCt 
to that Rufinefs, than any other N a ­
tion in Europej i f  not upon quite fo 
good a one as England ; I proceed in 
the next Place to coniider the Law s 
w hich were made in England, m re­
lation to our woollen Trade.

By the 3 d of Edward I V .  Chap. iv. 
the Importation of Cloath and all 
other woollen Manufactures, was 
prohibited in general Words ; but 
the fame was afterwards declared 
not to extend to the Wares or Com ­
modities of Ireland, fo that notwith­
standing the prohibition, we might 
ftill import our Woollen Manufac­
tures; and upon this Footing we 
flood till the Restoration ; when by 
the 1 2t b o fCharhs.ll. Chap. iv. which

granted
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granted the Subiidy of ' J  unnage and 
Poundage all manner of Woollen 
Cloarhs imported were rated at 3 /. 
a Yard, and fo in proportion for moil 
other Woollen Manufa&ures, with­
out any particular Refervation as in 
that ot the 4 th oi Edward III . for 
thofe of Ireland ; but i f  this Book 
of Rates affected the Manufactures 
of Ireland, we had however this 
Comfort that we could export our 
W ooll raw or manufactured to any 
other Part of the World, where we 
found a Market for them, till by 
the j  2th of Charles 11. Chap, xxxïu 
It was enafted, that no Wooll, 
Woollfells, Shordings, Mortlings, 
Yarn made of Wooll, Wooll-Flocks, 
F u llers-E arth , or Fu llin g-C lay , 
fhould be exported from England, 
Ireland, Wales, or Berwick, upon 
Tweed, into Scotland, or any other 
Place out of His Majefty’ s Domini­
ons, on pain of Borteiture of Ship

L  2 and
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and CargoJ and Confifcation of the 
Goods and Chattels of the Mailer ; 
by 14th Charles II. Chap, xviii. Oi- 
fencesagainil 12  Chai les II. was made 
Felony, in the Owners, Aiders, and 
Abettors ; and had they reiled her*., 
we ihould have had no reafon to 
complain, fince the Prohibition to 
export raw Wooll, isfc, would hav( 
laid us in a ihort Time under a 
JSfeceiTity, to betake our felvesto the 
Woollen M anufacture, without 
which we could not difpofe of one 
Lock of our W ooll, to any Coun­
try but England.

In this Scituation, our Woollen 
Trade remain’d till the Revolution, 
when by the j i l  of William and 
Mary, Chap. xxxii. the better to fe- 
cure the W ooll of Ireland to Eng• 
land) it was enabled, that 110 W ooll, 
&c. ihould be fhipp’d off from any 
Ports of Ireland but from Dublin, 
Waterford, Tough all̂  Kinfale, Cork
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and D ro g h e d a , and from thence only 
to certain Ports therein mentioned 
in England,

So much of the 14th of Charles 
II. as made the Exportation of 
Wooll, Felony, was repealed by the 
7th and 8th of William III. Chap. 
xxviii. and fome little alterations was 
made in the Ports o f Import and 
Export ; but foon after finding, that 
the Reilraint laid upon the Exporta­
tion of our Wooll, had made us ap­
ply with double AiTiduity, to the 
Manufacture thereof ; and that we 
already exported of fuch Commodi* 
tics to foreign Markets, it was 
thought fit to throw a Damp upon 
that Branch of our Induftry ; and 
accordingly by the Ninth and 
Tenth of William III. Chap. xl. the 
Exportation of Fullers-Earth , and 
fcowring Clay for Ireland was for­
bid , under fevere Penalties, 111 
order to incommode our Manufa­

ctures,
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( ; 8 r >  C
£lures, by with-holding from them 
thole ufefullngredients. By the 10th 
and i ith of William III. Chap. x. no 
Wooll, Woollfells, Shortlings, Mort- 
lings, Wooll-Flocks, Worfted, Bay 
or Woollen Yarn , Cloath-Serges, 
Bays, Kerfeys, Frizes, Druggets, 
Shalloons, Stuffs, Cloath-Serges, or 
any other Drapery, Stuff, or Wool­
len Manufacture whatfoever, is to 
be exported from Ireland, to any Part 
of the World but England ; and that 
only from the Ports o f Dublin, Wa­
terford, Tough ally Kinfale, Cork, and 
Drogheda, to which Rofs was af­
terwards added in Ireland, to the 
Ports of Biddeford,  Barn fiable , 
Mine head) Bridgwater) Brifflol) M il- 
ford-Haven, Chefier and Liverpool in 
England) firft giving Bond, with two 
lufhcient Securities, for the Delivery 
thereof in fome of the Ports afore­
faid, under pain of forfeiture of Ship 
and Cargo, with 500 /. for every Of­

fence,



fence, and 4 I. a piece for every Ma-
and, Sa'lor ° f  fuch Ships as (hall 

export the lame, and for évery Perfon
m any ways aiding or affifting there­
in, one half of the Forfeitures, & Ci 
to the Informer, and the other half 
to the Officers of the Irijh Exche­
quer, to be laid out for the Encou^ 
ragement o f our Linnen Manufac­
ture; and all Offences againfi this 
Aft were tryab-e in any Court o f Re­
cord in Ireland or England at the E- 
lection of the Profecutor, provided
^ a,vs that Acquitals in h c U n i  

ihou d be no Barr to a Profe.Cution in

i  n T jd l m a n y  0thcr P t o v i f o e s  
and Regulations too tedious to be 
here incerted.

But it may be proper to obferve* 
that by the 14th SeSiion of the above 
Statute, it is Enafted, that it ffiall 
and may be lawful to import into 
hcenied 1  orts in England from licen- 

arts m,Ireland, all manner of
Wool!
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Wooll and Woollen Manufaflures, fo 
a s  Notice be firft given to the Com* 
miffioners or chief Managers ot His 
Maiefty’ s Culloms in England, or to 
the chief Cuftomer or Collector in 
the Port to which the fame is inten­
ded to be brought, of the Quantity, 
Quality and Package, together with 
the Numbers thereof, with the 
Name of the Mailer and Ship on 
which they are to be laden, and the 
Port for which intended, and io as 
Bond with one or more fumcient 
Surety of treble the Value be firft gi­
ven that the íame (the Dangers of 
the Seas excepted) lhall be landed ac­
cordingly, and fo as Licenie be alio 
firft had under the Hands of the 
Commiliioners for the Time being, 
or three of them, or from the chier 
Cuftomer where fuch Bond is to  ̂be 
given for the landing and importing 
the fame, which Licenfe they are
authorized and required to grant,

with-



without any Fee or Reward or any 
other Charge to the Perfon demand­
ing the iame, any Law, Stature or U- 
fage to the contrary in any wife not- 
withftanding.

Now if it be true, that there can 
be nothing nugatory in an A 61 of 
Parliament, and that every Claufe 
thereot muft either grant or reftrain 
fomething, which was before forbid, 
or allow’ d ; this Provifo, muft needs 
enable us to import our Woollen Ma­
nufactures as well as our Wooll, Du­
ty free into England : For before the 
paffing of this Law (if Iri/b Woollen 
Manufactures fell within the mean­
ing of the 12th of Charles II. Chap. 
iv. which was the word of our Caie) 
wc might import into England all 
our Woollen Manufactures, fub- 
je£t to the Duties charged thereby 
on Woollen Manufactures iq gene­
ral ; and if this enabling C h u i’c 
gives leave only to import them fub-

M jc£t
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C 8a J o
jcCfc to the former Duties, it leaves us 
where we were ; that is to lay, at li­
berty to import them fubjcCt to 
a Duty equal to the value of the 
Commodity it fell ; which wou’ d 
therefore be intirely nugatory and 
trifling ; but I fubmit to better 
Judges and to Perfons learned in the 
LavV, of what Force or Efficacy this 
enabling Clauie may be in refpeft 
to our Woollen Manufactures ; tis 
true however that l  eant but think 
it the Intereit of England to allow 
us fuch a Freedom becaufe on the 
one Hand if  the People of Ireland 
are guilty of any unlawful Expor­
tation of Wooll or Woollen Manu- 
faCtureS) it proceeds intirely from 
the Prohibition of exporting them 
to England ; and becaufe on the o* 
ther hand, if fuch a Liberty were 
allow’d, the multitude of Hands 
and the large Quantities of Wooll 
which are at prefen-t employed in



furniihing coarfe Cloaths for their 
home Confumption, wou’ d then in 
a greit meafure be fpared from that 
Bufinefs, to furnifh matter for larger 
Exports of thofe fine and valuable 
Cloaths, & c. which they fend to 
Turkey and to the feveral Ports of the 
Mediterranean and Lev ant-Se qs, but 
it is however proper to obferye, that 
there has not been iince the pading 
of this A£t any Exportation of Wool­
len Manufactures from Ireland, ex­
cept of fuch as were eafed of Duties 
by other ACts ; fuch as comb’ d 
W ooll, which comes free under the 
denomination of Wooll, Bay and 
Wollen-Yarn, made free by the 
of Anne *d. Seffions^Cbap. viii. Frize 
and Stockings which are fubjeCt to 
lighter Duties by the old Book of 
Rates, fac.

By the ift of Annê  Chap. xii. of 
the 2d Sejfuns, we were enabled to 
export the neçeffary Cloathing and

M 2 Accoure-
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Accoutrements of certain R egi­
ments of our Eftabliihment to the 
Leervard-Ijlands, wherein they were 
Cantooned 5 but by the 3d and 4th 
of the fame Reign Chap. viii. no 
Woollen Manufactures whatfoever, 
were to be imported into the Plan­
tations, but what have been taken 
on board in England, on pain of For­
feiture, fcfc.

By the 3d of George, Chap. viii. 
fo much of the 1 oth and 1 1  th of 
William III. as veiled one half of 
the Forfeitures for unlawful Expor­
tation of Wooll in the Exchequer of 
Ireland is repealed, and the remain­
der of that half after defraying the 
Expence of the Profecution is gi­
ven to the Crown ; and for the more 
Impartial trying of all fuch Actions, 
as iliall for the future be brought 
by vertue of any A6t now in being, 
for preventing the unlawful Expor­
tation of Wooll and Woollen Manu-

fa-



fram es, it is provided chat all fuch 
Actions, ihall be tryed in the 
Four-Courts at Dublin, by a Jury of 
lawful FteeholderS) to be fummon- 
ed out of any County but that 
wherein the Fa&  was committed;and
the 5 th of George, Chap. xi. extends 
the Penalty of the 10th and n t h  of 
IViJliciYn III* even to the loading or 
carrying of Wooll or Woollen Ma­
nufactures with intent to export 
them contrary to Law .

Thus therefere ftands our Wool- 
Trade, we can Export neither 

VVooll nor Woollen Manufactures 
to any part of the World but En- 
gland, and even to England we can 
expeCt none of our Manufactures 
of that Commodity ; becaufe the 
Duties laid upon them amounts to a 
1  rohibition, notwithstanding the 
enabling Caufe of the icth and 
i ith of mUiarn III. fo that we are 
under a fevere Neceffity to fend all

our
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our Wooll out raw and unmanufa­
ctured, and to take fuch lances as 
the Monopolizer thereof are willing 
to give us for it ; but it won’ t per­
haps be ami<s to obferve that the 
Duties on Woollen Manufactures 
imported into England and the 
Draw-baeks upon the Re-exportati­
on thereor are as follows, vi%*

( 86 ) .
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Duties on Importa- [ Drawbacks

on Re-ez~ 
portation.

/• 2.0. | 1*5» d* 2*0*
F o r  all manner o f  Woollen-? ,  - a r ,  0# 2 , $• 

Cloaths the Yard . -»
Flannen the Y ard
Frize  c f  Ireland the l a r d  c ,  o, 4 , 1 1 .
C lo a :h  Rafhes the Piece a , H > 3 i i 2-
Double Says or Strges the Y ard  o, 1 , 8 , 1 c . !
M ild Say* the Piece. ^ , 17 ,  4 * | c>*4>
Stuffs o f  aU Sort? made o f  or-> 6  , 0  2 I I  i a ;

m ix’d w ^h  W ooll the Y ard  J  Ï J  1
Jrlfh Rugg* the Fi?ce ’ ; ’
Blankets or Mantles co lour ’d !  0> 9 , 1 2 . 1 o,;3

the Piece.
D it to  Uncologr d 0 , 2 , 1 0 , 4 . !  o> 2, 4 »*.°:

I haveinferted this Table that the Reader 91 ay judge, I f  by the 
Benefit of thefe Draw-backs Vv’c might be able lend any ot our 
Woollen Manufactures to the Plantations or to the I AvantrSeOfo 
they be liable to the Duty.

The

o* o ,  4 ,  s ;  
o, o , 4 , 7 . 
», 2, 9 , O. 
O, I ,  5 , 2 .

c, i> 7> °-
2, c.



The Importation of BLick-Cattle 
and Sheep into England was by the 
i çth of Charles II. Chap. vii. loaded 
with a Duty equal to a Prohibition* 
but by the 18 th of the fame Reign, 
Chap. ii. the Importation of great 
Cattle, Sheep and Swine, Beef, Pork, 
and Bacon, was declared a common 
Nufance, and forbid on pain of 
Forfeiture, one half to the Poor of 
the Pariih, the other to the Seizer ;  
but this being a temporary Law, 
was revived by the 3 zd of Charles II. 
Chap. ii. which extended the fame 
Penalties and Forfeitures to Mutton, 
Lamb, Butter and Cheefe, and con­
tinued it for ever ; fo much of this 
A£t however as related to Bacon, 
was repealed by the 5 th and 6th of 
William and Mary, Chap. ii. fo that 
our Beef Trade is free and open to 
all Places of the World but England*

Lin^
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Linnen and Hemp, and a ll the 
ProduCtion thereof, certified by the 
Com miffioners of the Cuiloms of 
Ireland to be of the Growth and Ma­
nufacture o f that Kingdom, may by 
the 7 th and 8 th of King William, 
Chap. xxxix. be imported into Eng­
land free from  any m anner o f Cufloni 
or Duty whatfoever ; the fame L i ­
berty to the Plantations was allowed 
Us by the 3d and 4th of Anne, Chap. 
viii. but this being a temporary Law, 
the 3d of George I. Chap. xxi. has 
continued it fo long as Britijh-Lin- 
nen may be imported into Ireland 
without paying Duty ; and adds 
that Irijh Linnen imported into Eng­
land, may afterwards be imported to 
the Plantations, free from Duty.

Thefe axe all or moil of the Re- 
ftriCtions laid upon our Trade by 
Englijh Laws ; fo that there remains 
free for us to work upon, Linnen and 
Hemp, and all the Productions there­
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of, Beef, Butter, Tallow, raw and 
tann’d Hides, Kelp, Soap,Aihes,Lead, 
Iron and Copper, Filh of all forts,
F illi-O yl5SaIt,Corn,Coals,Marbleand
Timber, together with all the various 
forts of Manufactures which arife 
from the Commodities of other Coun­
tries imported in the way of Trade ; 
fuch as Cotton and Silk, dyinç Stuffs, 
Pitch and Tar, Gold, and Silver, 
Timber and Naval Stores, to which 
may be added the carrying Trade, 
and that of buying in one Country 
to fell to Advantage in another, at 
Bufinefs óf as great profit to the par­
ticular Trader, and indeed to the 
Nation in general as any other, and 
fuch as our depending Circumftan° 
Ces, feem more particularly to adapt 
us for, ha vine the Advantage of all1 -  ^  . u
other Countries in our Navigation to 
England and its Dependencies, being 
the only People in the World, whc* 
m cheapnefs of Building, ViCtual-

N lingj
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linç, and Sailing, can rival the 
Dutch and the Buimefs it felf, being 
fuch, as would in no ways claih 
with that of England, but rather 
promote and advance i t ;  of all 
which Matters I defign to treat more 
at large in the following Traits, but 
firft it will be proper to take a fhort 
V iew  of the Wants and Superflui­
ties of foreign Countries, that we 
may fee how large a Field we 
have to expatiate in, tho’  all our 
own Growth fhould be deny\l a 
free Exportation.

England exports all Sorts ôf W ool­
len Manufactures, fortable Goods 
and fmall Wares, Copper, Lead, 
Iron, Beef, Butter, Fiih, Tallow , 
Cheefe and tann’d Hides, Cyder, and 
diftill’d Liquors, Bark, Corn, and 
Coals, manufactured Silks, rich and 
Plain (to Ireland and the Plantati­
ons, only) Eafi and Wefl-lndia Goods, 
Gold and Silver ; and requires all

forts
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forts of unmanufactured and raw 
Silks, all Plantation Commodities* 
W ooll, raw comb’ d and fpun, Flax, 
Hemp, Linnen, and Linnen-Yarn, 
Fruits, Wines and Brandies,Eafi-lndia 
Goods, R uffhuLeaíber^ and Firrs,Pitch 
and T a r ,  Cordage and Timber, 
Kelp, CafUe-Soap, Spanijh-Wooll, 
Bullion and Gem s, Train-O yl, 
Blubber, Whale-Finns and Ivory, 
the trading Towns and Harbours of 
England are Sufficiently known to 
us wherefore I  ihall pafs them o-
ver. 'v

The Englijlj Plantations in Ameri­
ca which contribute not a little to 
the Trade and Riches of England, are 
New-England, Virginia, Mary-Landy 
New-Tork, 'Penfilvania, Carolina, & c, 
on the Continent and the Iflands of 
Barbadocs, Antegoa, Nevcs^ and St. 
Cbriftopbers, Monjeratt, the Iiland of 
Jam aica , & c. the Commodities
which they afford are Mulcovadoes 

f. ’ N 2 and
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and Sugars, Indigo, Ginger, Cotton, 
Tobacco, Piamento, Fuftick, Log­
wood and other dying Woods, Fiih, 
Bark, Timber, Pitch and Tar; and 
what they require are Cloths and 
Linnens, Hatts, Shoes, Stockings, 
3ron, Copper, Lead, Beef, Butter, 
Tallow, Leather, Manufactures of 
all forts, and Wines, but particular­
ly thofe of Madera and Azores, and 
Negroes from the Coaft of Africk.

Under the Head of Bnglifl? Planta­
tions may be confidered alio Green- 
land and Newfoundland, thefe require 
nothing but an Application to the 
Billing Trade , and they furnilh in 
return an. immenle Treafure by 
Train-Oyland Blubber, Whale-Finns, 
Sperma-Cety , Cod , Haddock and 
other Fifh, this Bulinefs is intirely 
open to us, and we by our Scituati- 
on, the cheapnefs of our Vi&uals, 
and the low Price of our Labour 
feem much better qualify’d to carry

it
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It on than the Dutch, who in the 
fpace of 46  Years, have filhed out 
ot thole Seas Fourteen Millions, 
Sterl But for this I  refer the Reader 
to Mr. Elkins's Hew of the Green­
land Trade,  and for a curious Syftem
of the Expence and Profit of that 
Buftnefs alfo.

Denmark is a poor Country, and 
has no coniiderable trading Town 
but Copenhagen ; it is however ren- 
dred ot very great Importance by its 
command o f the Sound, which is as 
it were the Key of the Baltick ; its 
Exports are Wheat, Rye, and lean 
horned Cattle ; but Norway which is 
m iubje£tion to the King o f Den­
mark, tho5 a very poor Country, al­
io, turmflies confiderable Quantities 
of Timber o f all forts, Pitch and 
Tar, iome Copper and Iron, dry’ d 
Fitti,Furrs, Buck-Sins, Aihes, Butter 
and Tallow : The Poverty of thefe 
reople allows but a fmall Coniump-
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tion of foreign Commodities, which 
makes Dutch Dollars, Spanifb Cobbs, 
and other Coins, a neceftary Ingre­
dient to maintain a Commerce with 
them ; the following Commodities 
however fell well there ; all lorts of 
Spices and Druggs, Salt, Sugar, Ca­
nary, Vinegar, Brandy, Cheeie, T o ­
b acco -Rolls, Silks, Linnen and
Woollen Manufactures.

The Trade of Srceeden is much 
more coniiderable, affording the belt 
Copper in the World, Iron, Steel 
and Lead in great Quantities, Mus­
kets and Piftols, Cannons for Ships, 
Bullets, Pikes, Helmets and Breaft- 
plates, Brais-Wire, Pitch and Tar, 
Mafts, Planks, and Yawls or Barks 
made of D eal; its chief Port is 
Stockholm, and the Goods which it 
takes in Bartar are much the fame 
that Denmark and Norway require.

fome-



Pomerania is a Country o f great: 
Trade, not only on account of its 
native Riches, but on account alio 
of the Advantages it receives from 
the River Oder which runs through 
it and conveys the Produce of Bran- 
denburgh and Seletia to its Markets, 
its principal Sea-Ports are Strallfund, 
Woolgatt, Stetin and Coleberg ■ and the 
Commodities had there in greateft 
abundance are Corn, Honey, W ax, 
Butter, Iron and L e a d , W o o ll, 
rinn, Flax, Linnens of Seletia, and 
Timber, the Goods which fell beft 
there are, Wines and Brandies, Salt, 
Tobacco, hammer’d or coin’d Sil­
ver and Spices.

Prujfia is divided into the Royal 
and the Ducal, the laft of which is 
fubjeét is to the King of Pruffia ; the 
molt of its Trade is carry’d on at 
Koningsberb and Memell ; the firft is 
fcituated on the Mouth of the R i ­
ver Pregel, and is much frequented

'  hy
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by Strangers, but the R iver being 
fomewhat intricate and unfafe, 
Ships of Burthen generally unlade 
at P ite r  to get up the eafier to Kon- 
ingsberg, where may be had great 
Quantiries of Oak for Coopers 
work, Afhes, Wheat, Leather and 
Furrs, Rice, Honey, W ax, Barley, 
M illet and Hemp ; the following 
Goods fell well there.r Cloaths, 
Wmes and Brandies, Gheefe, Salt, 
Tobacco, Spices, Iron, Lead, Tinn, 
and hammer’d or coin’ d Silver.

The chief trading Tow n of Po­
land (which is one of the moft fruit­
fu l Countries in rhe World j  is 
Dant^ick in Royal Pruffia ; this City 
by its Scituation on the Mouth of 
the Fifiula, a R iver navigable almofl 
Three Hundred Leagues into the 
Country, feems to be particularly 
adapted for T rad e ; and it is not 
one of the leaft Advantages which, 
it enjoys to be govern’d by Laws of
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its own making; it is a Repub- 
lick, though under the Protecti­
on of the Grown of Poland, and 
enjoys this Priviledge that none 
but the Inhabitants can buy any 
Corn that enters their Port, but they 
are under Obligation however to 
take all that comes at fuch a Race 
as the Magistrates affix. The Poles 
are great Strangers to Trade and N a ­
vigation and very little expert in 
Manufactures, which lays them un­
der a Neceffity tho’ poiTefsM of a 
moil fruitful Country to be indebt­
ed to Strangers for many Things ; 
the Commodities in which they a- 
bound are Grain of all forts, Cattle, 
W ax, and Honey, Mines o f Salt, 
Iron, Lead, Copper, Quick-Sil ver, 
V itrio l, Salt-Peter and Sulpher, 
Oak, Dale, Hemp, Flax, Tallow, 
Pitch and Tar, yellow Amber, Bali 
and Cow-Hides, Firrs and Wooll, 
and thole which they require from 

C  Y  , O abroad,
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abroad, are all forts of Silks and 
Cloaths ; Woods for dying, vV mes 
and Brandies, all forts of Spices, 
Italian Crematartar, Sugar, O yl, 
Wines and Brandies, Druggs, Salt
and fmall Wares. .

The Dutchy of Cour land is a so ­
vereignty under the Protection of 
Poland, its Exports are moitly 
Wheat, Tim ber and Linieed, ot 
w hich laft the Dutch take great 
Quantities, not only lor O yl, but 
for the propagation of Flax alio, 
their own being apt quickly to de­
generate ; and it w o u ’ d be w ell for 
us i f  we took the fame way for ours ; 
its chief Ports are Lib aw and MemeU.

The Trade of Livonia is carry’ d 
on at the Ports of R iga, Revel, 
"Narva and Fernaw, as is alfo a con- 
fiderable part of that of Mufcovy and 
Lithmia by the River Narva, and the 
aííiftance of their Pledges ; the Com­
modities to be purchafed at thoie

Towns,
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Towns, are Flax, Hemp, Pitch, 
Wheat, W ax and Firrs, Malls from 
Rujfia and Livonia,Timber of all forts 
Cordgage, Dale-Boards, Linfeed 
Honey and Tallow ; in exchange 
for which are taken, Sale, Spices of 
all forts, Sugar, Wines and Bran­
dies, Tobacco, Paper, Iron Work, 
imall Wares and Coins of any fort, 
but particularly Dollars and ham­
mer’d Money.

Revel and Narva were the only 
trading Towns of Mufcovy ; till the 
Englijh in 1653 in attempting the 
North PalTage to China difcovered 
Archangel, an excellent Port on the 
White-Sea, not above feven Leagues 
diftant from the R iver Duina, 
which runs through the bell part of 
Mujcovy, and carries the Produce of 
that great Empire to the Sea ; but 
the Dutch who are indefatigable in 
Trade, have in a manner ingroiTed 
the Bulinefs of that Town to rhem- 
felves. O i  The
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The Fair of Archangel begins the 
20th of Jugufi, and continues till 
the laft of the fame Month ; the 
Commodities to be purchafed there, 
are great Quantities of Sables, Bea­
vers and other Furrs, RuJJîa-Lêdthâr^ 
Caviar for Italy, Sturgeon and Wax 
for Spain and America, Aihes, Pitch, 
Tar and Tallow ; and thofe which 
they take in Barter for them are 
Silks and Woollen Manufactures of 
all forts, Linnen coarfe and fine, 
Paper, fmall Wares and Iron-work, 
fmall Arms, Cannon, Gunpowder, 
Copper, Sulphur, Lead and Tin, 
Wines and Brandies, Oyl, Vine­
gar, Confeótions, and dried Fruit?, 
pickled Herrings, Frankincenfe, Ce- 
rufe, Copperas, and Indigo, all forts 
of Dyings Wood, Galloons and L a ­
ces of all forts, Sugar, Saffron, 
Spices and Pepper, of which they 
make a great Confumption, Gold

v  and
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and Silver-Lace and Thread ; but 
above all, any kind of Silver Coin.

The moil confiderable part ©f 
the German Trade is carried on by 
the Rivers E lb , We^er , Maes j  
Rhine and Ems.

The Elb  has its rife in Bohemia 
and ialls into the Ocean 20 Leagues 
below Hamborough, after traverfing 
Bohemia, Saxony y Brandenburgh and 
Hanover ; the chief trading Town on 
this R iver is Hamburgh, where are 
to be had all the Superfluities of 
moft of the Provinces of lower 
Germany, as Brafs-Wire, white Iron 
or Tin-Plates, Linnen, Corn, T im ­
ber for ihipping, and indeed moil 
of the Commodities of the North ; 
in exchange for which are taken 
Silks and Wollen Manufactures of 
all forts, fmall Wares, Spices and 
Druggs, Sugar, Tobacco, and other 
Plantation Commodities.

The



The We^er alio runs through ma­
ny Provinces of lower Germany, and 
empties it felf into the Sea 1 5 
Leagues, below Bremen, where may 
be had great Quantities of excellent 
Timber, Wheat, W ooll, feveral 
fores of Metals, Beer and Mum ; 
the following Goods are in demand 
there, Silk, Woollen Stuffs, fmall 
Wares, Dying Stuffs and Plantation
Commodities.

The Rhine, beiides a Courfe of 
300 Leagues, which it performs 
from it rife in Switzerland to its fail 
in the Hulland-$eas has the Advan­
tage of receiving into its Channel 
the two great Rivers of A lain and 
]Ao\eU the former near Mcntsi, after 
travelling through all Franconia, and 
the latter at Coblentz after waihing 
the Dutchy of Loraign, and Electo­
rate of Triers ; fo that the Trade 
pf thefe three great Rivers is in a 
great Meafure carried on at Collogue, 
F ............................ wherq

(  102 )



where may be had excellent Oak, 
and other Timber, Wines of feveral 
forts, efpecially R h en iih , Iron , 
Cannons, Bullets, Cuttlers Ware 
from Nuremburgb, and Copper (but 
the two laft are better had farther 
up the River at Frankfort) Flax, 
Thread and Linnen from Juliers and 
Bergbs; the Goods taken in exchange 
are Silks, Woollen Stuffs, Sugar, 
Cheefe, Herrings and Plantation 
Commodities.

The Trade of the Maefe is princi­
pally carried on at Leige ; where 
may be had Serges, Slate, Pit-Coal, 
Iron and Steel - Work , Bullets, 
Bumbs, Granadoes, Arms, Lead and 
Braziers Ware ; the Goods which 
fell beft here, are all forts of Silks, 
and Woollens, Spices, Druggs and 
Groceries.

The River Ems Which runs thro5 
all Wefiphalia furniihes the Markets 
of Embden with Horfes and Oxen,

Hams,
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Hams, Timber, Woollen-Cloaths, 
and Linnen of all Sorts.

The Trade of the Spani/b Nether­
lands is moitly poffefs’d by the Dutcby 
their chief Commodities are fine 
Linnens, Table-Cloaths and Lace, 
Tapeitry, Sheeps-Leather and Ser­
ges, and they buy Silks and W ool­
len Stuffs, Spices, Druggs, Coffee, 
Tea, Chocolate, Coarie Camblets 
and Indian Stuffs.

Holland, in which I comprehend 
the united Provinces, though the 
leaft produólive of good things, is 
the moil abounding in them of any 
Nation in Europe ; for it is become 
through the indefatigable Applica­
tion of its Inhabitants, the Maga­
zine or Store-Houfe of whatfoever 
is valuable or neceilary in any part 
of the World ; the moil coniidera- 
ble of their Native Commodities 
which they export, are Linnen, Lace 
and Delph-Ware, but their great

W ealth



Wealth arifes from the Re-exportati­
on of the Growth of other Coun­
tries, which by rcafon of the low- 
nefs of their Intereft Money, the 
cheapneis o f their Navigation, and 
feveral other prudent Managements, 
they can afford to Strangers, even 
cheaper than they could themfelves 
dire&ly import them ; the Goods 
ivhich they take from thefe Domini­
ons are Coals, Butter, Lead, Tin,’ 
Clay * Redding, Sugars, To-* 
bacco, Indigo, Logwood, Fuftick, 
Ginger, Pepper and Cotton-Wooll, 
moft of which by the wife Regula­
tions o f our Plantation Trade, they 
are under a Neceffity to take from us ;  
but the other Commodities with 
which they traffick are numberlefs, 
being the only People in the World 
who have found out the way to fur- 
niih all others with Delicacies, and 
to partake of none themfelves.

( í ° 5  )

P  The



The Ports of France are too well 
known to us to need any enlarge­
ment upon them ; it fhall iuffice 
therefore to fay that they export 
wrought Silks of all Sorts, Broca- 
does, and Lace, Gold and Silver,  ̂
Wines and Brandies, all Kinds of: 
Trinkets, Sweet-Meats, Fruits, Salt, 
Iron, Paper, Looking-Glaiîes, Cam- 
bricks and Linnen, and require 
Wooll, Beef, Butter, Tallow, Hides, 
Hemp, Pitch and Tar, Corn, Coals, 
Tobacco, and other Plantation
Commodities.

The Trade to Spain is of greater 
Confequence than any other in Eu­
rope, not only on account of the 
Treafure which they poiiefs in the 
new World, but on account alfo of the 
great difufe oflnduflryand Manufa­
cture amongit the Inhabitants, and 
o f the great Empire in* America* 
which is to be furmfhed only thro’ 
them -, the Commodities of their own

Growth

( î °6 )



Growth which they export,are Wines, 
Fruits, O yls, Soap, Salt, Soud or 
Kallt, iron, Steel and Wool! of which 
they have very great Quantities j but 
on account of its fineeafs unfit tor 
Manula£ture without a mixture ot 
coarfer ; the Commodities ot the 
new World which pafs through their 
Hands are,Gold and Silver,Pearl sand 
Emeralds, Cochineal, Indigo, Quin­
quina, Coco-Nuts and Vanilles To­
bacco, Leather, Wood of Campe- 
chy and Snuff: And the foreign
Commodities which they require are 
Linnens of all Sorts cQarfe and fine, 
o f which they make an incredible 
Confumption as well at home as in 
Ameriça ; Negroes for their Plantati­
ons in the new \Vorld, W o.ollen and 
Silk Stuffs, Lace, Hats, fmall Wares 
of all Sorts, and Jewellers Work, 
Pitch and Tar, Hemp and Cordage, 
Rigging for Ships, Plank and every 
Other iort of Naval Store, all forts of

X5 2, Amu-
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Âmunition, Herrings, Salmon, Beef, 
Butter, Cheefe, 7'allow, and Corn, 
Hides, tann’ d and falted, Timber for 
Building, Pipe and Barrel-Staves, 
Honey, W ax, Paper, Cards and 
imall Wares of Iron and Copper, 
Ruffia-Leatbery and Druggs, all kinds 
of Spice, as Cinnamon, Nutmeggs, 
Cloves, Mace and Pepper ; Tobao 
co, Ginger, refin’ d Sugars, Lead and 
Tin, Gold and Silver Lace, Lawns, 
Cambricks, Tapes, Fillitting, and 
almoil every thing chat is produc’ d 
by Art and Labour, choofing rather 
to pay for them than to debafe 
themfelves by Handicraft Trades 
a Species o f Pride, which makes 
them (tho’  poiTefs’ d of the greateft 
Treaiure in the World) the Pooreft 
and moft Needy of all their Neigh­
bours, and may ierve to convince us 
that Mines of Gold and Silver are 
not fo great a Wealth as an induftri- 
ous People 5 the chief trading Towns

in
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jn Spain are Mallaga, Cartagena, Ali- 
Valentia, Almarica in the Medi­

terranean and C adi^ Bilboa, St. & -  
baflian, Port o f St. Mary, Port-Royal 
St. Lucar, $*,// and 0n this
Side the Streights.
. The Kingdom of Portugal before 
its Union with the Crown o f Spain, 
has made a great Figure in Trade* 
and had very confiderable Acquiiiti- 
ons and Settlements on the Coaft of 
Africk, and in the Eafi and Weft-ln 
dies, but in that Scituation through 
the ill Conduft or rather Debility of 
the Spanijb Monarchy, itfuffered the 
Lofs of moft part o f them to the 
Dutch • and would in all probability 
be intirely difmantled of its foreign 
Dependencies, had not they under 
the Conduit of the Duke of Bragau^a 
happily ihook off the Spanijb Yoak 
time enough to preferve a part of 
their Dependencies by a Truce of ten 
Years, concluded in 1641  with the

States-
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StatH-Gcneral, and by the facceeding 
Peace of 1 6 6 1  effected through the 
Mediation of King Charles II. Lts* 
Ion , Oporta and St. Vbes are the 
chief trading Towns of this King­
dom, where may be had of their 
o w n  Growth, Wines, Oyls, Olives, 
Salt, Lemons, and Oranges, Sweet- 
Meats, Annifeed, Realms and Figgs, 
and of the Growth of their Planta­
tions, Madera and Tercera Wmes, of 
which our Plantations in America 
make a 'great Confumption, Sugars 
Tobacco, Wood of Brazil and Fer- 
nambouck, Ox-Hides, Ginger, Pearls, 
Indigo, rough Diamonds and Am- 
berereafe ; the following Commodi­
ties fell well there, w * . all Manu­
factures of W o o ll, Linnen and 
Silk ; fmall Wares, Iron W ork, Pa­
per, Cards, Leather, Corn, Lead 
and Tin, Fifli, S i l k ,  W orded, Beef, 
gutter, Tallow and Hides.

The



< n i  Y
The Trade of Italy h  chiefly cai>: 

ried on at the Ports of Genoa  ̂ Leg^ 
horn, Venice, Naples and Aiejjina, and 
the Commodities had there arc 
raw and thrown Silks, many Le­
vant Goods, plain and wrought V e l­
vets, Tabbies, Sattins, Damasks, Gold 
and Silver Brocades, Gold T w ift, 
G y l, Parmafan, Cheefe, Anchovies, 
dryed Fruits, Pailes and Confetti* 
ons of all Sorts, Lemons, Citrons, 
Rice, Annifeeds, Allum  and Sul­
phur, Venetian Steel, Manna, Am­
ber, Turpentine, Treacle, fine Lac- 
ca, Glafs ofall Sorts, white Marble, 
Paper, Soap and Eilences ;the Goods 
which go oíí beft in return , are 
Pepper, Cloves, Nutmeggs and Cin­
namon, Rujjia-Ledther, China-ware, 
Iron, Copper, Lead, Englijb Pewter, 
and T in , W'Wtf-Bone, Fiih, Pitch 
and Tar, Planks and Naval Stores, 
Woollenand Linnen Cloaths, Stock- 
Fiih, Salmon,Sturgeon and Caviard,

Musk,



Musk, Civet, Sugars, Wheat and
other Grain.

The Levant Trade is very confi- 
derable, but moilly poíTefíed by the 
Englijb, the French and the Dutch y 
who take care to continue them­
felves, in the Grand Seigniors Fa­
vour by their exa&neís and good 
Management ; Conftantinople, Smyrna, 
Allefpo and Grand Cairo are the moil 
confiderable trading^ Towns of thofe 
Seas, and the Goods brought from 
thence, are raw Silks* Goats and 
Cammels Hair,. Cotton, la r ^ - L e a -  
ther, coloured Camblets, Cordi- 
vants, W ax, A llum , Galls, W ooll, 
Box-Wood, Currants, Coffee, U l­
tramarine, Frankincenfe, Sena and 
Cafia, Aloes, Sallarmoniack, Tam a­
rinds, Pine-Kernals, Oitridge-Fea- 
thers and Mailick \ and the princi­
ple Goods difpofed oil there, are 
Woollen Cloaths and Stuffs of all 
Sorts, D ruggs, Cochineal, Indigo
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and Woods for Dying, T in , Lead,
Iron and Steel, Æ ^ - L e a t h e r ,
Cloves, N utm eggs, Cinnamon,
Pepper, Ginger, Sugars, and Plate- 
Cobbs;

The Trade to Africk is divided in­
to many Hands, the French, EngVffj 
Pjrtigiiczi, Dutch and Brandenburghers, 
have each of them Settlements on 
that Coafl, but the greatefl N u m ­
ber and moil confiderable belong to 
the Englifh and Dutch ; the Goods, 
which fell bed there, are Rock- 
Chryiial, Corral, Lace, Brandy, 
flight Woollen Stuff, great Quan­
tities of Linnen, of which that 
which has been worn is moil eileem- 
ed by the Natives, and all kinds of 
iortable Goods- in Exchange for 
which they give Elephants Teeth, 
G um ’s Wax, Wood for Dying,' 
Leather, Negroe-Slaves, and Gold 
Dull.

' ’ Q  The
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The Dutch, Fortigue^ Englifh and 
French have ingroiTed the Bnfl-Irtdia 
Trade, and bring from thence all 
kind of Spice, as Cloves, Nutmeggs, 
Cinnamon, Mace, Pepper and Gin­
ger, Several Druggs, as Indigo, Salt­
peter, Sugar, Lace, Ambergreafe, 
Musk, Tea, Rhuburb, Borax, Ben­
zoin,Bezoar and CamphireSilks, raw 
twifted and wrought, Cottons and 
Callicoes, Muilins, Chintz, Copper 
fromJapan,Tin and Lead,Diamonds, 
Rubies, Saphires, blew and white 
Topazes, Hyacinths, Corrall and A- 
methifts, Turquois Stones, Oriental 
Agatts, Pearls, Porcelain or China, 
Japand Ware, Wood of Aquila and 
Siampan, Lignum  Aloes, Sandal 
and Rofe-W ood, Ebbony, Calam- 
bour, Catatour, Cocoa and Tor- 
toife Shell, all which Commodities 
being the Produce of Several King­
doms are traded with by the Englijh,

French,
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french,  Dutch and F o r t e ig u e not 
only in Europe  ̂ but in the Eafl alfo ; 
where a great part of the Company’ s 
Expence is defray’ d by trafficking 
even there, and felling the Produce 
of Neighbouring Kingdoms to each 
other ; the only Commodities which 
they take from Europe are Cloaths, 
Linnens and Stuffs, Gold and Silver, 
and íome fmall Wares.

I have been thus particular in re­
counting the Wants and Superflui­
ties of different Kingdoms, not on­
ly to ihew in what parts of the 
World our Growth and Manufac­
tures may come to a good Market, 
but to difcover alfo how extended 
a Province that of Trade is, and how 
many ways it affords to get Riches, 
befides exporting the Commodities 
and Growth of our own Country. 
Merchants m ud buy from others 
what they export even of our own

a  2 Growth
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Growth to foreign Markets; and 
their Profit lies in felling to Advan­
tage what they have fo bought ; It 
matters but little whether it be 
W ooll or Linnen, or Beef, Eaft-In~ 
dia Goods, or Northern Commodi­
ties, fo they make a Profit in the 
Sale ; thus the Dutch fend their Fleet 
to the Eaft-Indies, not to fell their 
Freight only and return again; but 
to traffick there buying the Growth 
pf one Kingdom to fell to another, 
and loading there again to fell elfe- 
where, always with Profit, till they 
come at laft into Europe with fuch a 
Çargoe as is like to fell well here ;

, thefe again they fend to the North 
and Baltick to barter for naval 
Stores, Corn, Copper, Caviar, Wooll, 
Linnen, and other Commodities, 
which they manufacture at home; 
and having gathered a fufficient 
loading for the Mediterranean, they



Tend to Florence, Genoa and Venice  ̂
where their Northern Commodities 
go off for Plate-Cobbs and ready 
Money, (a neceffary Article for the 
Levant-Trade) then they proceed to 
the Dominions of the GiafrdSeignior, 
and with their home Manufacture, 
Eafl-lndia Goods and Money buy raw 
Silks, Cotton , Leather , Druggs, 
i$c. which they bring again into 
Europe, and haying wrought their 
Silks, Cottons, istc. into rich and 
valuable Commodities, fell them 
to England, Ireland, Spain ̂  Portugal, 
and the North, or to any others 
who afford them a good Market, 
and thus like a Swow-Ball by theiv 
continual rowling from one Coun­
try to another,encreafe theirWealth, 
and that at the Expence and through 
the Indolence of others ; for their 
natural Produce is the lead Article 
in their Trade • their immenfe R i-

' chçs
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ches are acquired by buying the 
Growth of one Country to fell to 
another, having perfectly learned 
how to fupply the Barrennefs of 
their own, by the Fertility of other 
Countries : to extend their Domini­
ons, not by Conqueft but by Com­
merce, and to raife a Revenue not 
by a T ax  on their own Subje&s, but 
by Impofts, as I may call it, on the 
Lazinefs and Luxury of all the reft 
of the W orld, who having the 
fame and far better Means where­
with to fupply themfelves dire&ly, 
are yet under a fhameful Neceflity 
to take from them at fécond Hand.
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A B S T R A C T  of the Exporta­

tions and Importations of Ireland, 
for the Year ending the 25th of 
March, 1 725 .  Eilimated at a Me­
dium of the Selling-Price in our 
Markets for that Year.

Exportr. I Imports- 
fSouth-Britoin, W aJà,- * h >

G u cm ftya n d jerfey}' 476> 6 3 2 .  ( 4 4 1 ,  799 .
Nortb-Britain and the

IJle ot Man. }  2 1 , 2 5 0 .  j ^ 3 1 ,  003Í
Denmark , Norway , ^

Sweden  and H am - >  42j 4 9  l 7 4 , 3 0 0 ,
T o  and ' t r o u g h .  3

from ? Holland and Flanden. 5 2 , 6 i 8 . j  7 0 , 0 4 8 .

' fj™"' j  ̂_ 2I4, 4*2-1 141, 65o<Spam and the CanaO
<*-£. 8 i 6 9S9.

noa and Leghorn, j  1
Plantationt. p 5 ? 82$. | ° o ° *
i , - -

Totals — loss,  78Î.I  8 1 9 , 7 6 1 .
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iO UÎ?S'3il3 2fUr. TJ 76i l  tV- O
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ï  u o  .i 3 : i i tI  -g : ; ;: i : o2 orfc Itrx  i ; ; b

E r r a t a »

P  Age 2 i .  1. 2o. for Computation read Commutation, and line 
i l .  in the fame Page, read no inftead o f  we. p. 37 . 1. 1 .  &. 

33 . read Tenants for Tenements. p, 4 1 . 1. 7 . 6c 1 1 .  read A dven­
tu rers  fov Adventures. p. 8 j\  1. 18 .  for expect read export. p. 
86 . 1. ult. rczà in Cafe they be liable to the Duty.
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