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P R E F A C E

S o m e  grofs Mifreprefentations in the

public Prints have been the Caufe of the

Publication of this Speech.------A fhameful

Propeniity, has lately pervaded our Newf- 

papers, to faltify and to mifreprefent every 

fact that does not anfwer the Purpofe ot 

Faftion, and which appears to contradict 

the Whim of the Day.

T h e  Truths contained in the following 

Speech w ill be o f lafting Ufe, as the Names, 

Dates, and Appointments of all the Regents 

fince the Norman Conqueft, are acurately 

compiled from the Parliamentary Reports
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P R E F A C E .

in England ; and w ill be highly ierviceable 

i f  that queition fhould be revived upon any 

other occaiion.

W h e t h e r  the Stile correlponds with 

the Importance o f the Information, is not 

o f great Moment, where Clearnefs and Per- 

ipicuity are the firft Objefts ; bat o f that, 

an impartial Public w ill form the jufteft and 

the faireft Judgment,

L O R D

*



LORD M O U A ' T M û R R E S ’s

S P E E C II, &c.

M y L o r d s ,

2 A M  extremely forry that an accidental infirmity 
íhould com Del me to addrefs mvfelf to your Lord-» j
fhips from my feat, but the crifis is moil important; 
and I have the vanity to think that I can pro­
duce fome important materials, not yet known in 
this country, which the Engiifh Parliament have 
collected upon the fubjeil of Regencies, with great 
care, much incjuftry, and vail labour, from the moil
remote records.------ Thefe materials, I find, have
never been publifhed, nor confidered in this coun­
try.------ 1 fhall always confider any man who adds
a iingle important fa cl, to the national flock of in­
formation as a public benefactor ; for fails ihall be 
confidered, when flights of fancy, and turns of ex- 
prefiion iliall be no longer intelligible. And I am 
to thank Heaven, that I am frill able to render this 
farther fervice to my country.

1 conceive that the only cafe adduced as analo­
gous to the prefent Addrefs, is that of the Revo­
lution 3 but in that cafe the Convention Parliament

had
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had previouily declared the Throne to be vacant, be- 
forethey haJ addreiTed the Prince o f  Orange toaffume 
the Governnîent. Judge Blackitone has faid there 
were only three ways by which the throne might 
become vacant— by death— by defertion, as in the 
cafe o f  King James II.— or by a King becoming a 
M onk.— None o f  thofe cafes apply to the prefent. 
The Crown remains on the head o f  our gracious 
Sovereign, nor is the Throne pretended or argued 
to be vacant.

Under thefe circumflances I can never aflent to a 
proceeding which is unprecedented in England, in Ire­
land,or eveninFrance,whenihe hada freeParliament. 
The regular and confiant mode o f  proceeding has 
been to create a R egency by aft o f  Parliament, there­
fore an addrefs is premature, and to be coniidered 
as a mere manœuvre o f  a party, to get their friends 
into power, and to anfwer their own purpofes.

I confider that a change o f  Administration-would 
be a national misfortune. The people o f  England 
daily teftify their regret at lofing their Minifter, 
and the name o f  the younger Pitt is as dear to the 
Englifh as tha(t o f the younger Cato or the younger
Brutus was to the Roman people.------ Mr. Pitt
has raifed a drooping country to be once more 
pre-eminent in Europe, as I have experienced 
when I was in Portugal and other places abroad 
laft winter. The cuftoms o f  the port o f  London 
have rifen one-third in his adminiftration, and have 
amounted to the enormous fum o f  near five mil­
lions annually, as appears from official documents 
in the Public Advertifer.

I think, with the people o f  England, that the 
,onduct o f  thofe who may probably come foon into 
)ovver, does not entitle them to public confidence; 
he people o f  England, like a wife individual, wiih 
or an honeft fteward, and do not like to fee their 

in hands o f  men, whofe equipages, like
that
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•that of Count Baffet, roll upon the Four Aces ; 
the funds have fallen, and public credit has fnrunk
from their touch like the Senfitive Plant.------
O f  Mr. Sheridan's abilities, who has, it is laid, 
the principal management at Carleton-Houfe, and 
the principal management of the concerns of the 
party, I have a great opinion and regard, on account 
of his father (my worthy friend) the late manager 
of the Dublin theatre, to whom our language will 
owe eternal obligations.

I am furprifed to find that fome family claims 
had been made upon me ; but although I never 
aiked the Duke of Portland, or intended to aik him 
for any favour, I faw a paragraph in a paper un­
der the influence of Government, in 1782, dating, 
with my name at full length, that I fhould have 
been the principal object of the favour of that party, 
had I not difqualified myfelf for office, by not 
refiding in this country ; I eonfidered this as a de­
reliction of party honour ; in confequence of an 
explanation upon the fubjeft, I fent a meffage by a 
noble relation of mine in England, to the late Mar­
quis o f Rockingham when he was miniiter, and I 
requefted it, as a favour, that I might not be con- 
fidered as connected with his party.

I íhall take up the queftion of the appointment 
of Regents from the Norman Conqueft ; but your 
Lordihips need not fear that I (hall trefpafs long 
upon your patience. I have not learned to make 
long fpeeches unnecefTarily ; my ambition is to com­
prise much matter in a fmall fpace ; my labours 
have been long, that your attention may be ihort.

From the moil brilliant examples, from a predo­
minant taile and faihion for protraded harangues in 
the Britiih Parliament, I have not yet learned to 
tranfgrefs, nor to tire the patience o f  a public af- 
fembly ; I ihould as foon wiih to vie with 01* to 
emulate a fpeech of four or five hours Ion?, as I

ihould
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ffiould to imitate the poetafter in Horace, who could 
repeat two hundred verfes land in g upon one leg.—  
L ’Art D ’Ennuyer, ell L ’A rt de tout dire.—  The 
art of tiring a public aifembly, is the art o f  fay­
ing every thing that may be faid upon a fubjeft. 
Private conversation or public debate, are banquets 
■where everv gueft has a claim to a portion, and he 
niuft be a n  un welcome vifitor, who ihould have an 
appetite to monopolize, and confume the greater part
o f  the banquet.

M y Lords, I have always thought that i f  there 
was any legal principle, any legal analogy, which 
intimated in whofe hands the regency ihould be 
placed, it was not in the fucceilor to the throne, 
but in the great officers o f  itate ; becaufe in very 
,ancient times our conilitution prefcribed a principle 
o f  regal deputation, and vefted this truft o f  occa- 
fional vicegerency, in a great law officer.

As this circuinltance is now mentioned for the 
fir ft time in debate, your Lordihips will excufe me 
i f  I ihould dwell upon it, and cite my authorities.

This officer was the grand judiciary o f  England. 
Sir Henry Spelman, in his gloffary under that title, 

-after detailing his judicial powers, has the following 
fentence at the end o f  the article, of»-which your 
Lordihips will pleafe to accept o f  my ffanilation,

“  N or was trie authority o f  this great officer 
“  bounded by thefe judicial powers above-mention- 
“  ed ; but in the occafional abfence o f  the K ing, 
“  he fupplied his place as vicegerent, regent, or 
“  deputy-king. This appears from five appoint- 
“  ments before the reign o f  Edward the Firlt, and 
“  from the 17th chapter o f  King John’s M agna 

Charta. W e ,  or i f  we ihould be beyond feas, 
“  our grand judiciary, iliall fend juftices o f  affize, 
“  twice a year, throughout all England V ’

Thofe,

* Spelman’ s GloiTory, title Jufticiarlus
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Thofe, my Lords, who with to fee an hidorical 
account of this great officer will find it in Lord 
Littleton’s Hidory of Henry the Second, under the 
title of The Great Lawyer Glanville. And Dug- 
dale, in his Lid of the Judges, in his Origcnes Ju- 
diciales, confirms this opinion of Spelman. Accor­
ding to him, the laft that held this great office was 
Philip Baflet, appointed in the 45th year of Henry 
the Third, and the office ceaied under our Enplifh

.  o
Judinian, Edward the Fird.

Perfons of various ranks and defcriptions, have 
been appointed Regents, by Kings and by Parlia­
ments ; the Regency of England never was aflumed 
or ufurpedbut twice— by the Earl of Pembroke and 
by Cromwell, and never was claimed as a matter o f  
right by any fucceifor to the throne ; consequently, 
the claim lately fet up in the Houfe of Commons o f 
England was the mere produit of fancy and imagi­
nation— of the dreams of ambitious or defigning 
men, unfupported by the fhadow of an example, in 
the annals o f Great Britain, fince the Norman Con- 
quell. This is the language of the moil authentic 
documents, of the reports o f the Englifh Parlia­
ment, built upon the everlailing and recorded evi­
dence of truth?.

I ihall proceed to read the Lift of Regents from the 
Conqueil without any farther preface ; the four firfl 
are from Spelman, fix others from Rymer, Hume and 
Tindall, and the red from the Report of the Houfe 
of Commons of England. No pains have been 
fpared to make the names, dates and appointments, 
as accurate as pofiible.

1076. 10 W . I. Earls of Hereford and Kent,
Judiciaries and Regents. —  Appointed by official 
Prerogative.

1 159. 4 H. II. Earl of Albemarle and Biiliop 
of Durham, Judiciaries and Regents.— By official 
Prerogative.

B ' 1190.
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II go i R . I. Bifnops of Durham and Ely,
Tufticiaries and Regents— By official Prerogative. _

1 20” . 4 John. Biihop o f  Wmchefter, Juitici-
arv and Regent.— By official Prerogative.

1216. i H. III. Earl o f  Pembroke, Maréchal 
o f  England, Regent.— Aflumed, but afterwards con­
firmed by the Barons at Briftol.

1219. 27 H. III. Robert D e Burgo, Regent.—
A s Grand Jufticiary.

1253. 27 H. III. The Queen Regent, with a
Council.— By the King.

1279. 7 È. I. Earls o f  Cornwall and Lincoln,
Biihops of Worcefter and Hereford, Lord Lieute­
nants and Regents.— B y the King.

1285. 13 E. I. Earl o f  Pembroke, Regent.—
By the King and Council.

1297. 25 E. I. Prince Edward, Lord Lieute­
nant.— By the King.

i 310. 4 E. II. Earl o f  Lincoln, Guardian o f
the Realm.— By the King.

1 3 11. 5 E. II. Earl o f  Gloucefter, Guardian.
— 'By the King.

1320. i E. III. Earl o f  Lancafter R egent, with
a Council o f  twelve Lords, appointed by Parlia­
ment.

1329. 3 E. III. Earl o f  Cornwall, Guardian.
.— By the King.

1 331. 5 E . III. John de Eltham, Guardian.—
B y  the King and Council.

1338. 12 E. III. Edward Prince o f  W ales,
Guardian.— B y  the King.

1342. 16 E. III. Edward Prince o f  W ales,
Guardian.— By the King.

1345. 19 E . III. Lionel D uke o f  Clarence,
Guardian.— B y  the King.

1346. 20 E. III. T h e  fame reappointed.— B y  the 
King.

1359•
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ï 359* 33 E. IÏI. Thomas Duke of Lancaíter,

Guardian.— By the King-
1372. 46 E. III. Richard, Son of the Black

Prince.— By the King.
ï 377. 1 R. II. Earls of Leicefter and Glou-

cefter, with a Council of nine Lords.— By Parlia­
ment.

1394. 17 R. II. Edmund Duke o f York,' Guar­
dian.— By the King.

1396. 20 R. II. Edmund Duke of Y ork, Guar­
dian.— By the King.

141 5. '3 H. V. John Duke of Bedford, Lord 
Warden of England.— By the King.

1419. 7 H. V. Humphrey Duke o f Glouces­
ter, Guardian with a Council.— By the King,

1422. 9 H. V. John Duke of Bedford, Guar­
dian of the Realm.— By the King.

1422. 1 H. VI. Humphrey Duke of Glouces­
ter, Guardian with a Council.— By the Minor King 
under the Great Seal.

1453. 3 2 H. VI. Richard Duke of Y ork , Pro­
tector with a Council.— By the King and Parliament.

1455. 34 H. VI. Richard Duke of York again
Protector.1— By the King and Parliament.

1475. i 5 E. IV. Edward Prince of Wales Pro­
testor.— By the King.

1483. ï E. V. Richard Duke of Gloucefter 
Protector.— By the Council.

1492. 8 H. VII. Arthur Prince o f  Wales Guar­
dian.— By the King.

1 513. 4 H. VIII. Queen Catherine of Arragon
Regent.— By the King.

i ^44. 34 H. VIII. Queen Catherine Parr R e­
gent.— By the King.

i ^44. 3 4 II. VIII. A  fimilar commiffion to the
•fame Queen.— By the King.

Sixteen Executors appointed by flenry VUIth’s 
will to act as Regents in the minority of Edward VI.

B 2 ' — Under
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_Under two Afts o f  Parliament 25 H. VIII. c. 22.
and 28 H. VIII. c. 7*

1547. Duke o f Somerfet Protestor.— Chofen by
the faid Executors, i E. VI.

1 5 5 1. 4 E. VI. D uke o f  Somerfet fucceeded
by a Council, who had been named by himfelf, at 
the head o f  which was the Duke o f  Northumber­
land.

1690. 2 W , and M. Queen Mary appointed
Regent in the King’s occafional abfence during her 
Jife -̂-----B y A ct o f Parliament x and 2 W . and M.
chap. 2.

1695. Lords Juftices.
1696. Lords Juftices.
1697. Lords Juftices.
1698. Lords Juftices.
1699. Lords juilices.
The above five appointed by King W illiam  under 

the Great Seal.
1714 . Seven great State Officers appointed R e ­

gents, to a£l with eighteen Commiffioners appointed 
by the Elector o f  Hanover, who held and prorogued 
a Parliament, and ailed for two months with full 
powers.— By Adt o f  Parliament. 6 Anne, ch. 7.

1716. 2 G . I. George Prince o f  W ales, G uar­
dian o f  the Realm.

1719 . Fourteen Lords Juilices, Lord Lieutenant 
o f  Ireland one o f  them.

1723. Lords Juilices.
1725. Lords Juftices.
1727. Lords Juftices.-p—Vide Tindal.
1732.  Queen Caroline, Regent and Guardian 

o f the Realm.
1736.  Queen Caroline again Guardian o f  the 

Realm.
1740. Lords Juilices.
1 7 4 1. Sixteen Lords Juftices.
I 743* Lords Juftices.

1745-
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174Ç. Lords Juftices.
1748. Lords Juftices.
1750. Lords Juftices.
1752. Lords Juftices.
1755. Lords Juftices.
The above fifteen were appointed by the King 

under the Great Seal.
N. B.  The A&s of 1 ft and 2d Philip and Mary, 

ch. l c ,  appointed King Philip of Spain the Queen’s 
hufband, Guardian and Regent, if  ihe fhould leave 
female iflue under 15, or male iffue under 18 years 
o f  age.

And of the 24th Geo. II. ch. 24. in 175*5 and 
5 Geo. III. ch. 27. in 1765, appoint— the fir ft, the 
late Princefs of Wales, and the latter Queen Char­
lotte, her prefent Majefty, Regents and Guardians 
of the Realm, to be aided in both cafes by a Coun-
cil of Regency.

But thefe three Afts never took efteS.------ Vide
Blackftone, vol. i. p. 248, 249.

From fo plain a ftate of facts, your Lordfliips 
will fee there was not a colour for the opinions 
delivered by Mr. Fox, in the Houfe of Commons 
of England, of a claim of right to the Regency.

I {hall not digrefs, I hope, in alluding to diegreat- 
eft event perhaps of this century— the revival of the 
States or Parliament of France, which have not meî
íince 1614. b

An illuftrious member of this Houle, and a great 
ornament in former days to this country, (Lord 
Molefworth) in his Franco Gallia, has given us 
three inftances of the power of the French Parlia­
ment to appoint Regents, who were not the next in 
fucceflion to the crown, viz. In the year 135.6, 
when King John was made priioner at the battle of 
Poictiers, the States met, and though he had a foi»
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o f age, they appointed a Regency of twelve men o f 
their own order, to govern the kingdom. In the 
year 1392, when Charles the Sixth was feized with 
a fudden madnefs, the States met, and decreed the 
Adminiftration o f the kingdom to the Dukes o f  
Normandy and Aquitaine: and in the year 1484, 
when Lewis the Eleventh died, the States decreed 
the Guardianfhip o f  the Minor to Anne, the late 
King’s filter, notwithilanding that the D uke o f  O r­
leans demanded it as his right, from his being next 
Heir to the Crown.

M y private wilh has been, that the two chafms 
in o u r  government might be filled up, by enabling 
the Regent ( whoever he may be) to order the Great 
Seal to be annexed to Iriih Bills, according to the 
terms o f  Chief Baron "Yelverton’ s Law, and to veil 
that patronage, which I have heard, fince the go ­
vernment o f  Lord Carteret, in 1727, was refervedto 
the Crown, in the Lord Lieutenant, by which means 
all the great abfentee offices would probably be do- 
mefticated in this country : at all events, I wiih that 
the perfon and powers o f  the Regent, may be the fame 
in both countries— not becaufe the Englilh Parliament 
have adopted certain reftriftions, but becaufe the uni­
ty o f  truth recommends the fame conduct to both 
Parliaments ; and for a ftill more powerful reafon to 
Ireland, becaufe our Peerage is twice as great as the 
Engliih, in proportion to our population, and our 
penfion-liit is without any limitation.

I know o f  no inilance o f  the appointment or re­
moval o f  a Lord Lieutenant by a Regent, which 
your Lordfhips may fee verified in a lift o f  the Iriih 
C hief Governors from the days o f  Henry the Se­
cond, in Sir James W are.

I ihall, my Lords, in order to prove this aiTer- 
tion, read the following Extract from Sir James 
W are's Lift o f  thefe R oyal Commiffioners or Iriili

Regents
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Regents iince the days of Henry the Second, vol. ii. 
page 102.

Geffry de Morifco, Lord Lieutenant in 1215e 
the laffc year of King John, was continued ’ till 1216 
in the minority of Henry the Third.— By the R e­
gent, the Earl of Pembroke.

Maurice Fitzgerald, Lord Juftice, was continued 
in the firft year of Edward the Firft in 1272.

Sir John W ogan, Lord Juftice in the laft year 
o f  Edward the Firft, was continued.— By Edward
the Second, from 130210 »307.

The Earl of Ormond, Lord Lieutenant in the 
laft years of Edward the Third, continued by Rich-
ard the Second, in 1377.

Thomas Butler, Prior of Kilmainham, Lord De- 
puty, under Henry the Fourth and Fifth, from 1408
to 1412.

The Earl of Ormond, Lord Lieutenant, under 
Henry the Fifth, was continued in the minority of 
Henry the Sixth, from 1420 to 1422.

In 1453, the Earl o f Ormond, Lord Lieutenant 
for ten years, afted in perfon or by deputy during 
the Protectorates and Regencies of Richard Duke
o f York. *

Sir Anthony Saintleger, Lord Deputy in the laft 
years of Henry the Eighth, was continued in the 
minority of Edward the Sixth, in the Regency of
the Duke of Somerfet.

In the reigns of Henry the Seventh and Eighth—  
of Edward the Sixth— of Queen Mary and Eliza­
beth— of James the Firft— Charles the Second—  
and James the Second, the Lord Lieutenants of 
their predeceffors, were continued by thoie Princes.

O f  the prefent Lord Lieutenant I have a high 
and a juft opinion, as an honeft and able man, is 
well as of his Secretary, whom I have long known, 
and was a witnefs of his great diplomatic abilities,

when
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when he negotiated the late peace at Paris in 17S3. 
Î fhall never "forget the obligations this country owes 
to Lord Temple’s Adminiitration, nor his procuring 
for us the act or final renunciation in England, un- 
aiked and unfolicited by Parliament ; I can fee no 
teafon for any man to object to his Government, 
fave only thofe vermin with which this country has 
been infeited fince 1753, jobbers, public defaulters, 
and peculators, whole crimes he has revealed, and 

' whole fchemes he has counteracted. I acknowledge 
that this country is independent, but it has and may 
coft Ireland too much, to maintain a chimerical in­
dependence. I ihould be forry to fee her indepen­
dent of her own laws, independent o f  her fafety, o f 
information, and o f  common fenfe.

The feilion o f the 33d o f  Henry VIII. was held 
without obferving the forms o f Poynings’ law ; that 
arbitrary Prince did not choofe to dictate in this 
inltance, but to 'leave it to the voluntary arrange­
ment o f Ireland, to unite inieparably the two Crowns 
o f  Great Britain and Ireland, by a law o f  their own.

M y Lords, the fpirit o f  that law goes to appoint 
the fame executive power in both countries ; and 
therefore I difapprove of a premature Addrefs which 
adopts another principle, and o f  the title o f  Prince 
Regent o f  Ireland, which is totally unprecedented 
by any former appointment, and is an abfurd itile, 
a fanciful M ay Garland, uhich is the product of the 
whim o f the moment, but is unfupported by reafon 
or experience, and which I hope will not find its 
way into our ilatute-books.

Let not worldly men, and thofe who govern 
thpmfelves by a fpecies o f  difcretion which I call 
Anim al Inftin£t, tell me, that men who fupport the 
rights o f the Crown, may check their own fortunes 
by fetting their face againil the Rifing Sun. I have 
a high opinion o f  the good fenfe o f  a Great Perfon- 
r.gej I cannot think he would truft thofe who had been

ungrate-
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ungrateful to his Royal Father. I remember the 
expreffion of Louis the Twelfth, when he had been 
deprived of the guardianiliip of his nephew Charles 
the Eighth, upon his acceflion to the French throne,
“  That the King of France ihould forget the refent- 
ments of the Duke of Orleans.”  I conceive that I 
am rendering him moil eflential fervice by main­
taining the rights o f  that Crown, in which he has 
a clear legal reverfionary right, and not in fetting 
up claims of right to the Regency, in an office not 
exiiting, but to be created by Parliament, in which 
he can have no more right than any other fubjed 
in thefe kingdoms, according to the opinion of a 
great legal luminary, at the head of his profeffion in 
England.

1 have the honour to coincide in opinion with a 
noble and learned Lord, that there is a continued fé­
riés of convalefcence in our Sovereign, and that our 
government is nearly complete ; witnefs the late un­
impeached prorogation of Parliament, and the Vice­
roy’s appointment of a noble friend of mine to be
Poftmaiter General.

Pardon, my Lords, this emphatic ftile.— I have 
the honour of addreffing myfelf to the principal land­
holders of the country.------ To you, my Lords, on
this fide of the Houfe, the piety of your fituation, 
and your jufl; eulogium, (like that o f the greateft ge­
nius in this century) “  Evangelii fimplicitatem moribus 
e x p r e jf i t renders all exhortations of loyalty unne- 
ceifary ; you will conitrue the oath of allegiance 
by the golden iule of “  Do as you would be done
by.” —----T o  you, my Lords, on the other fide of
the Houfe, who have received promotions and crea­
tions, and bear refplendent marks of royal favour on 
your breads, and the firit in title amongil whom is 
the keeper of thofe archives which are the repofi- 
tory of the antiquity of his family, exhortations are

C or
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or ought to be unneceflary. I cannot fuppofe that 
thofe liowers o f  Royalty Will be nipped by the froil 
o f  ingratitude. Even I, who poffibly could only 
fufpe£t from vanity, that I have been the objeft o f  
Royal favour, have thought myfelf bound by the 
oath o f allegiance, and by the laws, to fupport the 

• rights o f my Sovereign. You have before you the 
exampje of the ele&orate o f  Hanover, where no alte­
ration in the government has taken place ; and you 
have hopes of the Sovereign’s recovery, from that o f  
Philip V. o f  Spain, who reigned from 1727 to 1746, 
after he had refigned the Crown from a fimilar ma­
lady. Thofe are my fentiments ; and had I lived in 
the days o f  the fourth Henry, I ihould have been 
the admirer, and the humble friend o f Gafcoyne, and 
not o fF alfta ff;  o f  the venerable C h ief Juftice, who 
maintained the dignity o f  the Crown, the majefty o f  
the laws, and the facred fpirit o f the conftitution, 
which can nevfer die ; and not the tool o f  the bloat­
ed buffoon, or o f  the fervile fycophant.— T he change 
o f  manners, with the aflumption o f  the Diadem , the 
reformation o f  our fifth Henry, is the rooft charm­
ing and captivating feature o f  our annals, but I wiih 
that Shakefpeare had not painted the laft fcene o f  
his miiconduct, and had not told pofterity that the 
fifth Henry had prematurely fubtrafted the C row n 
nom  the pillow o f  a Tick Monarch, from the couch 
of indifpofition, and from the R oyal Bed-chamber.


