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L E T T E R ,  & C .

Dr.AR S i r ,

1
 Acknowledge your goodnefs for the very 

g rea t  indulgence  you have exercifed to ­
wards m y anxious m ind, in  the various and 

co n t in u e d 'co m m u n ica t io n s  you have lb k in d ­
ly m ade to me, in  the  pre len t  very fmgular 
and  im p o r tan t  crifis. M y  refidence is at fuch 
a diftance f rom  the metropolis ,  and the p u b ­
lic p r in ts  fo i l ren uo us  for their  refpeélive par­
ties, that  i f  fom e considerate friend, in the 
c e n t re  o f  public  bufmefs, did no t  condelcend 
to  favour us coun try  people w ith  fome ge­
n e ra l  princip les  for ou r  d ire& ion , we fhould 
be  as l i t t le  qualified to  judge  o f  the prefent 
m o m e n t ,  as o f  any  doub tfu l  m a t te r  o f  a for­
m e r  cen tury .

I know  your  pofition in the  great w orld  is 
fuch, as to enab le  you to  over look  w hat is 
paffing in  it ; and  1 am equally  fcnfible o f  
y o u r  ra re  qualifications to fo rm  a r igh t  judg­
m e n t  o f  w hat you  fee and  hear ; your  fenti-  
m cn ts ,  the re fo re ,  m u l t  have  the  greate lt  
w e igh t  w ith  m e  ; and  i f  you  had  no t  de lned  
m e  to  em bo dy  m y  own tho ug h ts  on the Hate

B o f
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Of public affairs, I fhould cer ta in ly  have adopt­
ed fuch as you m igh t have de l ibera te ly  givejl 
me, without fu rther  reflection or  enquiry . 
But you. exprefs a deiire to receive m y op i­
nions, w hatever they may be, on the  pafling 
fcene o f  things in this coun try  ; by which, I 
iuppofe, you m ean, the opin ions  o f  a m a n  
who has long been  re tired  from  what is called  
the buitle  o f  life ; and  who, l iv ing  u n d e r  th e  
fhade o f  his own fig-tree, m ay  be n a tu ra l ly  
expected to deliver  fen t im en ts  en tire ly  free 
from that fpirit o f  party, which, from  pub lic  
com m unica tion ,  priva te  friendlhip, or  facti­
ous arts, poiTefles, even in  your  o p in ion ,  an 
influence which no  one  can a l toge ther  avoid, 
at fuch a m o m e n t  as the  prefent,  w ho m in ­
gles in the  great fcene o f  polit ical life.

I f  there  is a fubjeet o f  thefe  k in gd om s  
m ore  uncon nec ted  than  a n o th e r  w ith  the  lead ­
ing  perfons in e i the r  o f  th e  co n te n d in g  p a r ­
ties— it is myfelf. M r. Fox I have n e v e r  fecn  
fince he was a boy, and  Mr. P itt I have  n e v e r  
feen at all. I have personally  no  po l i t ica l  
hopes or fears w hatever. N ot all th e  p o w e r  
o f  M inif ters ,  n o r  all the w ea l th  o f  th e  T r e a -  
m ry , would  tem p t  or bride m e to  q u i t  the  
ihade o f  thofe  woods w h ere  I was born ,  w h i­
th e r  I have re t ired  to pal's th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  
m y  days, and  w here  I hope to die, Y o u w i l l j  '  
therefore ,  receive th e  fincere, an d  perhaos  
the  curious effuiions o f  an honef t ,  an  u n b ia f -  
Icd, and  tranqu il  fpirit ,  up o n  the  bu hn efs  th a t  
agitates the n a t io n a l  m in d  on th e  la m e n ta b le  
incapac ity  o f  th e  fovere ign  o f  th e  em pire .

i  he firfi ob fe rva t ion  w hich  occurs to  m e  
is this  !— that,- at the  m o m e n t ,  When th e  h e a ­
vy affliction of h:s M a j e s t y ’s i l inefs i n t e r ­
ru p ted  the  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  his coun try ,  p u b l ic

affairs
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,uc  iR u o n  was iatishcd. Wife alliances had 
been foimcd, and others were forming. T h e
energies o f  ou r  governm ent had been made 
k now n  to the world, and the Britifh character 
ra i led  to its fo rm er  im portance in the  eye o f  
tnankind , w ithou t the impofitrdn o f  any’ new 
b u r th e n  on  the people, or any in fr ingem ent 
on  thofe funds which had been  already ap­
propria ted  by Parliam ent,  to the regular  di­
m in u t io n  of the na tiona l  debt. Such,°I th ink ,  
was ou r  fituation ; and a better,  could hardly  
be expecfted, w hen  the n a t io n  was called to 
co n tem p la te  the m oil  affefting ob je i t  a prof- 
perous people could behold, and ‘to provide 
fuch m eans as were necefifary to fupoly the  
u n p reced en ted  exigencies o f  the  very a la rm ing  
ju n c tu re .

1 h e  iiril wifh my m ind  urged me to cxprefs 
was in  c o m m o n  with  the  whole  k ingdom , 
t h a t  h i s  M a j e s t y  m igh t  be ihortly  restored 
to his capacity  o f  tr^n  fa i l ing  the  public  buft- 
nefs o f  the na t ion .  T h e  fécond defire ó f  m y 
h e a r t  was, tha t  the  ad m in if t ra t io n  o f  Gu- 
v e r n m e n t  m ig h t  proceed w ithou t  any change 
in  the  pcrfons w ho com pofed  it.— Indeed, in 
th e  firfl v iew of th e  u n fo r tu n a te  even t,  and 
the  carl ief t  e x e r t io n  o f  con jec ture ,  on the 
confequcnc.es o f  it, I did not fuppofe it p ro ­
b ab le  th a t  any  a l te ra t io n  w ould  be im m ed i­
a te ly  a t tem p ted  by the  R egen t  power, w h e­
t h e r  th a t  pow er  fh o u lJ  be exerc i led  by an in ­

d iv idual ,
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dividual, or an aggregate body.— T h a t  the 
Minifters whom  the King approved, while 
he po fie fled a capacity to approve, fhould, 
the m om ent that capacity was fufpended, be 
difcharged from  their  ftations, w ithou t  hav ­
ing  com m itted  any adl, b een  guil ty  ot any 
n cg lc t t ,  or difcover any incapabili ty  w hich  
could juftify the ir  difmiihon, w ould  be a m ea-  
fure too full o f  indecency to the  King, o t in-  
juftice to his fervants, and infu lt  to th e  n a ­
tion, for any one to advife. But I had fo far 
forgotten  the  ways o f  m an k in d ,  and th e  con-  
tefts for power, as to be the  dupe o f  m y  ow n 
hum ble  notions of public  virtue. I rea l ly  
could no t  conceive tha t  the  firft th in g  w hich  
would occur to the party  in  oppofition was, 
that  the lapfe o f  the  fovere ign ’s capacity to  
govern, ihould be  confidered b y  th em  as the  
lignai to m ake an  a t tem pt to feize the  h e lm  : 
and it did n o t  appear to m e  to  be  w ith in  the  
fcope o f  poflibility, tha t ,  i f  they  w ere  h u n g ry  
and am bit ious  enough  to m ake  the  effort, th ey  
would  be encouraged  to purfue  th e i r  object 
by  a great perfonage, who could  der ive  h o ­
n o u r  from th e  awful period  by n o  o th e r  con-  
dud: than  tha t  o f  im m o v eab le  pa t ience  and  
filent dignity. B u t l w a s f o o n  aw ak ened  f rom  
this idie d ream  o f  poli t ica l  v irtue. T h e  e x u l ­
ta tions  o f  a late defpa ir ing  pa r ty  appeared  to  
m ing le  with th e  firft fighs o f t h o f e  w ho e m ­
braced  no party  at all, o r  had loft th e  influence  
o f  any in  a fenfe o f  the  co m m o n  afflic tion .

At the m o m e n t  w h en  the  h a n d  o f  H e av en  
fm ote  his M a j e s t y , the  a d m in i f t r a t io n  o f  M r. 
P itt teem ed  to be  fixed as firm as th e  m o n a r c h ’s 
life : the  hopes o f  his opponc ts  w ere  fu n k  
very low in  th e  focket, and  th e i r  re-poifeflion 
o f  power was an o b je f t  fo d i f tan t  in  th e  la n d -  
fcapti o f  politics, as to  c la im  th e i r  p a t ien ce ,

rather
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nihcencc, beneath  an I ta lian  ik)V his disjoint­
ed party were im patien tly  longing for his pre- 
lence at hom e, to form the political phalanx,
and direct its operations. 1

It has been  faid tha t  the  Prince o f Wales con- 
rs h im fe lf  u nder  fuch peculiar obligations 

to  this party, that he canr.ot do othcrvvife than  
1eize the  very lirft oppor tun ity  which occurs, 
to  call th em  into  power. It is alfo-afferted 
th a t  M r. P itt has acted with fo much perfonal 
opposition to the views o f  the  Heir Appâtent, as 
to  ju ft ify  the  royal difpleaj»ure, in taking the  
ear l ie f t  occafion to difmifs h im  from the 'p u b -  
lic fervice. e can on ly  reafon from what 
we know ,— and the lam e au tho r i ty ,  by which 
I am  in fo rm ed  tha t  the  Prince o f W ales ac­
know ledges very  great ob liga tions  to thofe 
m en  w ho have lo long  oppofed his F a th e r ’s 
M in ii le rs ,  in f l ru f ts  me to add, tha t  he  confi- 
ders  h im fc l f  as indeb ted  to th e ir  friendlhip 
a lone ,  for the  pa r l iam en ta ry  a r ra n g e m e n t  o f  
h is  p r iva te  affairs, and his confequen t  em anci­
p a t io n  from  that, flate ot inconven ience  and 
p erfona l  difirefs in  which his own im prudence
had  u n fo r tu n a te ly  invo lved  h im .-------I f  his
Royal H ig h nefs  really  believes tha t  no  re l ie f  
would  iiavc been  admiiviftered to his very un -

p leafant
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pleafant fîtuation, bu t by the interposition o f  
Mr. Fox and his followers ; i f  he is perfuaded 
that  thofe m en had no views w hatever o f  d i-  
flreffiog governm ent,  and rend er in g  M inif tcrs  
unpopular  by fuch an interpolation • i f  his un- 
dçrHanding is convinced tha t  principles o f  
public juftice and perfonal a ffe i l ion  to h im  
were the foie motives o f  th e i r  c o n d u i t  on the  
occafion, he is cer ta in ly  juilified in look ing  
upon them  with an eye o f  par t ia l  favour. I f  
on the o ther  hand, he can hclievc tha t  M r. 
Put would ilep beyond all bounds o f  decency  
and com m on fen fe ;  i f  he can be conv inced  
that the M in if te r  would rilk his rep u ta t io n  
with  a generous people, by  b ecom ing  a w a n ­
ton  opponen t to th e  reafonab le  wifhes o f  the  
Heir Apparent ; i f  he can  be perfuaded th a t  the  
Chancellor o f  the Exchequer pofleiTes fuch an  
irrefiilible com m and  over  the  houfe  o f  C o m -

- mons, as to m ake  th em  c o n cu r  in  h eap in g  
needlefs mortifications on  th e  Heir Apparent to  
the Crown, and  is forward to  exerc ife  th a t  
influence ; the  wifh o f  the  royal m in d  to  re ­
m ove fuch a m a n  from  pow er can be  confider-  
cd in  no o th e r  view th an  as p roceed ing  f ro m  
a generous and a ju f t  re fen tm en t .

As for m ere  perfona l  confidera t ions ,  I w ill  
n o t  fuppofe tha t  the  Pr ince  can  fuffer th e m  to  
pofiefs a lead ing  influence on  his po l i t ica l  
connections  : it w ould  be  in fu l t in g  his  n n d e r -  
f tand ing  to im ag in e  th a t  he docs n o t  k n o w  
how to dift inguifh  b e tw een  m e n  qualified to  
am ufe his convivia l  hours  at Carlton Houfe, o r  
the Marine Pavilion, an d  fuch as are  b o u n d  to  
affift in the  fo lem n  councils  o f  th e  State. H e  
canno t  bu t  have o f ten t im es  experience  d th e  
different opera t ions  o f  d u ty  and  defirc ';  a n d  
why m ay it n o t  be hoped, th a t  he  has a t t a in e d

one
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one o f  the moft.neceflary faculties o f  his exalt 
ÿ  f tation, to reconcile  the m an v  
Prince to each o ther  ' i , d the
and public duty, r a a y . b e ^ T S n  pn ;dlicdio11» 
and no one c 4  * ? f o  g n o ^ T l ^ ’ 
where the iacrifice is to be made ‘l° Ubt

^  e w e l i  know what diftrefs and deftruéli 
on  iav o u n t i lm  has brought upon in--.-, , ,
m onarchs  o f  this counn  ? OÍ the
iure ly , be n r r e T t h T a » ^  “  n r ' d 
B n t i i h C r o w / e l n o V t ó  taV i C  ' °  ' h“ 
h o m io  t„  his i n t e r e r t ^ , ™ "  X n
by adopting  an  ex tended  fpeeies o f  ta’vouH 
tifm, *n confen ting  to bç the head o f  a party' 
1 lie h i l lo ry  ot frrcdcrnk Prince o f 
L  ne  leffon for his r o ) a> n
l i d  Aírhoinbí s account o f  it, he may learn 
how to fhape his conduct fo as to lccure hao 
pinefs to lnm iclf ,  and  pruipcrity  to his peonle

l í ice ífo r  r the  thronjTof hisan c t l io i s .  I m uft,  .m dçed, acknowledge that
were  a ^  0J  IV a lv  to ho ld  Ium felf  forth as 
the  p ro tec to r  ol a party, and, on his acceiîion 
to thp th ro ne ,  fhould take tha t  party with h im  
to  a d m in if te r  the  aflhirs o f  , 1  e o ù à ï r y ^  
lhou id  not augur well o f  his fu ture  govern ­
m e n t  I am very far f rom  in t im a t in g  that  an

f Z ù  f f ? Wh -t0r ! Í C CrOWn o f  this k i« ^ o mm ould  hide h im fell ,  as it were, beh in d  a cu r­
ta in ,  o r  on ly  p rcfen t  h i m f d f  to public a t te n ­
t ion  as a charac te r  o f  m ere  negative  qualifi­
cations, and  m hp id  v irtue ; but o f  this I am 
confident,  tha t  he  w ould  do well to preferve 
himiclt m  calm  and  t ra n a u i l  d ignity ,  tak ing  
jio v io len t  pare in public  m eafures ,  and  living 
in a c o n t in u a l  f la te  o f  p repa ra t ion  to ex e r -  
ciic the  love re ign  au tho r i ty ,  w hen  lie fhoulii 
be tailed to the inheritance o f  it. He'ihould
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n o t  Mraitfe his f trength  in p rem atu re  and p e t ty  
effort:: but r tfe rve  it for the  great t r ia l  that 
awaits’ h im  ; nn r  fhould he oppofe his m in d  
to  the danger o f  con trac ting  the habits  and  
prejudices o f  a party, which will  ce r ta in ly  p re ­
ven t him, w hen he atta ins the  Crown, f rom  
being  the  k ing  o f  m ore  th an  h a l f  his people.

I  do no t  m ean  to aflert th a t  th e  Prince o f 
Wales had h itherto  fet h im fe l f  at th e  head  o f  
a Party, though  he has ce r ta in ly  m anifef ted  a 
particu lar  p redilec tion  to thofe m e n  tv ho have 
n o t  been  rem arkab le  for ihar ing  the  favours 
o f  his Father. I have n o t  hea rd  th a t  he  has 
encouragcd oppofition to g o v e rn m e n t  by buf­
fering  political m eetings  to  be  he ld  at Car Hon 
Houfe ; or aififting h im fe lf  at the  Councils o f  Pk-r 
cadilly, o r  St. James's Street : b u t  th e  pub lic  ac­
counts  o f  p a r l ia m en ta ry  p roceed ings  have  i n ­
form ed me, tha t  he has oppofed the  m eafu res  
o f  adm in if t ra t ion ,  as a Peer o f  the  rea lm , and  
t i i3 t he  has fom etim es  added one  vo te  to  a 
m in o r i ty  in the H oufe  o f  Lords. I fhall n o t  
ex am in e  the t ru th  o f  the  ob fe rva t ion ,  th a t  th e  
placing them felves  in  a r id icu lous f it i ia tion  is 
always difgraceful to  perfons o f  a c e r ta in  r a n k  
and  charac ter  ; I fhall n o t  ftay to  e n q u ire  
w hat  is idle and  what is dignified in  an  e x a l t ­
ed  fta tion  -, but I fhall tak e  th e  l ib e r ty  to  o b -  
ferve  that ,  w hoever  advifed th e  p r in c e  to  
m a k e  h im fe l f  a party  in p a r l im e n ta ry  d e b a te  
d id  no t  confu lt  the d ign i ty  an d  p ro p r ie ty  o f  
h is  g rea t  polit ical charac ter .  H is  Royal H ig h -  
nefs m ig h t  l i f ten  to the p ow erfu l  e lo q u en ce  
an d  fage counfel? o f  m a n y  n o b le  Peers, w h o  
are  in the  hab i t  o f  engag ing  in  the  p ub l ic  d e l i ­
be ra t ions  o f  P a r l iam en t ,  and  rece ive  iriftru<£li-> 
o n  from  th e m  : an  occafional a t t e n d a n c e  o n  
lh e  H m je  o f  Lords, for fuçh a purpofe ,  m ig h t
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be oi ufe to his iu tu re  years : but to do that 
which is daily done, by a penfioned courtier  
o n  one tide, and an h ungry  patr io t  on  the  . 
o t h e r — the giving a filent vote— cannot, i;i 
m y  op in ion , be contidered as a difcipliuc 
v. inch may be reafonably  cxpeiited to aiford 
any  im p rov em en t  or  advantage to the Royal 
m ind. I am very m uch  dupofed to believe 
tha t  the arts ot a party may operate to the 
b r in g in g  abou t fuch an a tf  as this, in order 
to in fo rm  th e  people, that,  if  the  y have n o t  a 
lead t  r, tu e j  have at lealt  a tr iend  in one, 
\vhofe a t tachm en t ,  though  no t  productive o f  
im m ed ia te  advantage, is o f  great reverfionary 
e l l im a t io n  : and it  is by the  fuccefs o f  party 
op c ia t ion s  on  a young  and am iab le  mind,, 
th a t  I have b een  able to reconcile , to my ow n 
concep tion ,  tha t  c o n d u i t  which I have juft 
m e n t io n e d ,  and  always difapproved.

A n o th e r  reafon  perhaps m ay be fuggefted, 
w h ich  m ay  have opera ted  m o re  powerfully  to 
c o n n e d  the Prince  with the  party in  oppofition 
to h is  F a t h e r s  JVlinifters, th a n  any op in ion  
he  m ay pro te ls  o f  th e ir  fuperior  polit ical ta ­
lents ,  o r  any  fenfe  lie m ay  en te r ta in  o f  his 
perfonal  o b l ig a t ion s  to  th em , I allude, as 
yo u  m ay luppote ,  to tlie m yfte r ious  c o n n e x i ­
on  which his Royal I l ighnefs  has fo rm ed  w ith
M  rs. T-----------. \ \  hen  you did m e the  h o n o u r
to  c o m m a n d  m y op in io ns  on  po li t ica l  matters ,  
you  wrou id  not,  ce r ta in ly  e x p e r t  f rom  m e a 
f e rm o n  o n  the  m o ra l  d u t i e s -, I fh a l l  there fo re ,  
o n ly  expre ls  m y hope, in  th e  language  o f  
Henry th e  IV. o f  France, th a t  th e  Prince has 
v ir tues  iufficicnt to  h ide  th is  one  fa iling ,  i f  
couf ider ing  his f i tua tion  an d  the  m ora l  c o n f o  
qucnccs  o f  th e  c o n n e c t io n ,  fuch a te rm  cau  
be  p rope r ly  adopted . Previous to  his attach-

C ment.
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m èn t  to this Lady, the pafhons,' it is too w ell  
know n, trea ted  h im  with  as l i t t le  re ie rve  as 
th e m e a n e f t  o f  the ir  votaries ; and  u n d e r  th e i r  
influence he was con t inu a l ly  fc'en I n  thofè  pa­
vilions o f  p leafure w here  h o n o u r  is n o t  
kn ow n  :— it was therefore  very  fo r tu na te  lo r  
himfelf, and, o f  courfe, bcnencia l  to th e  n a ­
t ion , tha t  he becam e i la t io na ry  fo m e w h e re ;  
and  in par t icu lar  w ith  a pevfoh whofe  f i x a t i o n  
in  life entit les  her  to every  a t ten t io n ,  which 
the  laws o f  his coun try  will a llow him  to  be-  
ffow. T h is  connec tion ,  how ever ,  h i s  b e e n  
confidcred by the n a t ion  in  genera l ,  as a po ­
lit ical object o f  n o  final 1 confequence ,  an d  Ï 
m u f t  acknowledge m y fe lf  to be o n e  o f  tho fe  
who th ink  it dem ands  no fmail p o r t io n  o f  p u b ­
lic a t ten tion .

O f  Mrs. F -------------- , I can v en tu re  to  w ri te
w ith  fome know ledge  ; I have p ro p e r ty  n o t  far 
d if tan t  from  AElon Burncti, th e  feat o f  the  e lde r  
b ra n c h  o f  her  family , an d  have  b een  in th e  
hab its  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n  with  them . T h e y  
are  o f  a n t ie n t  o r ig in  in th is  co u n try ,  a n d  pof- 
fefsall  the  pride c o m m o n  to thofe  w ho  can  look  
far back  to an h o n o u ra b le  and  i î lu l l r io u s  an -  
ceflry  ; n o r  can the re  be any  rea fon  to  fuppofe
th a t  Mrs. F ----------—  is in fcnf.b le  to' th e  dif-
f inc tion  o f  h e r  fam ily  : h e r  é d u c a t io n  wàs ift 
F ra n c e  , w here  this  p r in c ip le  was n o t  l ik e ly  to  
lofe  its influence ; and  h e r  firil m a r r iag e  was 
in to  one  o f  the  m o i l  w e a l th y  fam il ies  o f  th e  
R o m a n  Catho lic  re l ig io n  in  th is  k in g d o m . T h e  
h a v ia g 'b e e n  M if t rd f t  o f  Lulw ortk Cqftle, w a s ‘a 
c ircum ftance  o f  no  fm a ll  d ig n i ty  to p r iv a te  

. l ife ; an d  her  fécond m a r r ia g e  w ith  M r. 
F - ------------ , 'oï'-Sii'iMertàhi in  StÀfibfàflHré, c o n t i ­
n ued  h e r  in  tlia t f ta tc  o f  h a b i tu a l  im p o r ta n c e ,  
which  w ould  effec tually  p re le rv e  h e r  f ro m  b e in g

t e m p t e d
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tem pted  in to  any degradation of  her  charadlcr. 
Beiides, the dowers and legacies o f  her  diffe­
ren t  marriages qualjlicd tier to com m and all 
the  elegance oi iafm onable  life ; fo that T can­
no t  made even to fufpedt that  her prefeut 
ú tw itipn  is no t ju ft ihed  to herj'clj, by tlfe fo- 
lem nity  o f  fome engagem ent,  o r  the f a c t i o n  
oi fome cerem ony, whatever it may have 
been.

W h e n  the great pcrfonage firil declared him - 
felt her  adm irer ,  Ihe tu rned  away from his 
pro tc lla t ions ,  and quitted  the k ingdom  to avoid 
h is  im portun it ies  :— on her  re tu rn ,  however* 
from  the c o n t in c n t r fhe found the paffion o f  her  
Royal lover Hill b u rn in g  with its fo rm er ardour ; 
and  iuch m eans  were loon  after employed as 
to  m ake  the  lady 110 longer  conlulcr it a s a  dif- 
g /ace  to acknowledge h e r ic l f  the  objedt o f  it. 
T h e  ex te r io r  o f  this connec t ion  is evident to 
a ll  the  world  ; b u t  the  rea lity  o f  it is an en ig ­
m a  w hich  fu turi ty  m u ll  explain . T h a t  it has 
b e e n  confirmed by any form  o f  m a tr im o n y  
has been  contrad id led , in the m oil  au th o r i ta ­
tive m an n e r ,  by M r. Fox, in a place, w here  I 
t ru l l ,  he dare  no t  a t tem p t  to deceive 011 fuch-a 
fubjecl  ; w h ile  the lady herfelf, labou r ing  u n ­
de r  the  im p u ta t io n  w hich ,  accord ing  to fom e 
fc rupu lous  op in ions ,  the  Right H o n o u ra b le  
G e n t l e m a n ’s affertion has connec ted  with  he r  
charac te r ,  is received and viiited, w ith  great 
refpedt, no t  on ly  by the  Duchejjes of Devon/hire 
a n d  PortLvid, and  m any  o th e r  fem ale  perfons ot 
d i f t in d l io n ,c o n n ed ted  w ith  the  oppoh tion  lead­
ers, bu t ,  i f  r ep o r t  fpcaks true , by perfonages 
o f  a Hill m o re  ex a l ted  d a t io n  ; but be th a t  as 
i t  m ay ,  it w ill  no t ,  1 believe, be den ied ,  th a t  
th e  po li t ica l  m in o r i ty  have paid  th e i r  co u i t  
to  the  P r ince  by  th e i r  a t ten t io n s  to Mrs.

F —r r —r  *
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F -------——  : ce r ta in  engageraents ,  on th e i r
part, have, indeed, been  fuggeiled w hich  I 
ihrill no t m en tion ,  becaufe I do no t  give th e m  
á willing credit. W h e n  it is faid tha t  th e  
Prince has fdt his hear t  upon  a fu ture  m eafu re ,  
which it will require  ex trao rd in a ry  courage  to 
propofe, the greatcft  abili t ies  to defend, and  
the utniofi: exer t ion  o f  pow er to fupport ,  I 
have m y deubts  as to the  t ru th  o f  fuch a d e ­
te rm ina t ion  ; I can believe in  th e  wifh, b u t  I 
knovy no t  how to  give credit  to the  defign. 
Some o f  the party  w ith  the  view o f  a t ta ch in g  
the  Prince irrevocably  to th e i r  caufc, m ay  have  
h in ted  at fo m e th in g  l ike  the  p ro m ile  o f  a fa ­
vourite  gratif ication :— o f  M r. S h e r id a n ’s fo r­
ward com pliance  I have no  d o u b t ;  th o u g h  I 
confefs m y fe lf  pleafed w ith  the  rep o r t ,  tha t  
encourages m e  to place fom e confidence in  the  
co n f t i tu t ion a l  coynefs o f  Mr. Fox in  a m a t t e r  o f  
this n a tu re  ; bu t if  the  Duke o f Portland were  to  
h ea r  it m e n t io n e d  a fécond t im e ,  as a p r a t i ­
cable  bufinefs w ithou t  r e to r t in g  th e  u tm o f t  dif- 
dain  at fuch a propofition, and  w i th d ra w in g  
h im fe l f  f rom  a po li t ica l  c o n n e x i o n  w ith  fuch  
as w ere  capable  o f  m a k in g  it, I ihou ld  in i l a n t ly  
ceafe to confider h im  as an  objedt o f  m y  ef- 
teem , and  add his n a m e  to th e  ca ta lo g u e  o f  
tho ie  m e n  who have  d ifgraced  th e i r  ran k ,  fo r ­
tune ,  and  u n d e r f ta n d in g ,  by f u b m i t t in g  to
b eco m e  the  too l  o f  a i a i t io n ,  o r  th e  p u p p e t  o f  
a party.

P °  this par ty ,  how ever,— w h a te v e r  m a y  be  
his m otives,  w h e th e r  a f im il i tude  o f  p o l i t ic a l  
o p in io n ,  a b e l ie f  of th e i r  fupevior  ta len ts  a n d  1 
in tegri ty ,  a fenfe o l  p e r lo n a l  a t t a c h m e n t ,  o r  
fhe hope  o f  fu tu re  fe rv ice— th e  P r in ce  has 
g n c n  ve iy  dec iaed  m arks  o f  his  p r e f e r e n c e :  
’- - th i s  b e in g  the. cafe, it is a n a tu r a l  p ro  ce
itidfiri fa r
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for me, to exam ine  into the char 'afters of  the 
leading individuals who compote it, in order 
to difcover, how far we may juttity  any, and 
what expectations of pubiic advantage to be 
derived in future  from the  royal predi left ion.

* . • • ) 1 11 Mil /v
T h e  D U K E  o r  P O R T L A N D ,

Gives a fupport to the partv, by hfs name, 
which receives but little com parative  aid from 
his abilities. J would not, however, be thought 
to  im ply  tha t  this no b lem an  does not poiTcfs a 
very confiderable portion  o f  u n d er i lan dm g  -, 
bu t  it is o f  tha t  na tu re ,  which, .by no means’ 
qualifies h im  to be the  leader  o f  a political 
band, or  the  p r im e  m in i i le r  o f  his country. 
W h ile  he poPcffes the  in tegrity ,  lie wants tha t  
firm nefs o f  m ind  w hich  dill inguiihec! Ills p.~e- 
dcceiTor the  Marquis o f Rockingham-, who w ith­
o u t  poilelïing w hat is called great ta lents, Was 
capab le  o f  th in k in g  for himfclf, and held his 
c o u r te  w ith  th a t  k ind  o f  dignity , which a n n i ­
h i la ted  all a t tem pts  to practife impofition u p  
o n  him. T h e  Duke of Portland's virtues are 
iuch , as to concil ia te  no fmail fhare o f  public  
regard  ; b u t  they  do no t ,  1 fear, poïïels the 
t e x t u r e  w hich  will p ro te f t  th em  from  the 
pow er  o f  m e n  w'ho pollefs no t  th e  leaft degree 
o f  his merit'. T h a t  this  n o b le m a n  will a f t ,  
acco rd ing  to th e  beil  o f  his ju d g m en t ,  is an 
o p in io n  I poffefs in  c o m m o n  with t h e  na t ion  
at larg'e ; bu t  w h e th e r  he  has a fufficient dif- 
c e r n m e n t  to  preferve his ju d g e m e n t  f rom  be- 
iifg milled by the  craft o f  o thers ,  is a c ircum - 
Oance o f  w hich  I fhrtuld heii ta te  to form  any  
fangu ine*expecta tions .  T h e  ted ious and m o r­
t i fy ing  em b a rra i lm en ts  o f  his fo r tun e  did no t  
arift* f rom  any  in o rd in a te  pallions o r  vicious

habits
%
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habits o f  his own ; bu t  from his. fricndfhip for
m e n  w h o  were governed  by both . As a p r i ­
vate individual, his virtues have ten d e red  h im  
the dupe o f  artful and defignirig m en  ; and  1 
cannot, bu t exprefs m y apprchenfion, tha t ,  in 
his political c o n d u d ,  he m ay  becom e fubjeCt 
to a iimilar influence.

tjicii;i3hrinoo £ M r. F O X ion
ri V ’f O t  9

Has been , for fome years, a ve ry  harrafTed 
topic o f  political cr itic ifm , and  party  dec la­
m ation .-------News-papers, pam phle ts ,  a n d  p a r ­
l iam en ta ry  fpeeches, have lon g  coniidered  
^ im , according to the i r  different propenfities , 
as the ab le i l  M in if te r  in  E u rop e ,  o r  the  m o l l  
dangerous m a n  in  the  k ingdom . As to  Ins 
abilities,  they  poffefs all the  p re -e m in e n c e  a t ­
t r ib u ted  to them  by the  m o i l  fan g u in c  o f  his 
followers ; an d  his a m b i t io n  keeps pace w ith  
his abilities. T h e  C o a l i t io n  proves w h a t  he  
w ill  do to get in to  power, a n d  his In d ia  Bill 
difcovcrs the  m eans  he  is capab le  o f  ad o p t in g  
to  1'ecure the  poifelhon o f  it. But I h av e ,  no t-  
w ith i lan d ing ,  very  l i t t le  app rehen fion  of M r.  
/cw as a dan gero us  public  ch a rac te r  in  th is  
country . I do no t  th in k  h im  in  a capac i ty  to  
do m uch  mifchief,  ev en  i f  he  fhou ld  potTefs 
the m alicious in c l in a t io n .  H e  m ay  h av e  led  
individuals  o f  th e  h ighef l  and  low e i l  claffes 
by  the  nofe  ;— he m ay  .h a v e  gu lled  th e  d u k e  
an d  the  cob le r— he m ay have g o v e rn e d  a p o l i ­
tical par ty ,  or g a in ed  a p o p u la r  e lec t io n ,  by  
the  e x e r t io n  o f  h is  verfa t i le  g e n i u s ;  b u t  he
h.aj nu t  yet w o n  the  confidence o f  the  n a t i o n  
a t  large. H e is w ith  th e m  an  u n p o p u la r ,  a n d  
a lufpeéled  c h a raé le r— and, in  th e  p re fe n t  
i la te  o f  pub lic  affairs, w i th o u t  th a t  confidence ,  
jlclcjriortifil fJo»n ïo  ?nQ no :a ;  í^xin '* n o
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h o  eifential m ifchicf  can b e  done to the coun­
try  by any M in i i le r  wJiatever.-^Thc m an who 
is an objcet o f  na tiona l  fufpicion, m a y  pof- 
fefs the courage, but m a i l  want the fagacit? o f  
M r. Fox, i f  he attempts to impofe upon the 
people. T h e  greateil  political talents will no t 
en fu re  genera l  confidence to a M in if ter  if  
th e y  are  not accompanied by a confiderable 
p o r t io n  of private virtue, as a pledge for their  
applica tion  to the general  good.— By private 
virtue, I do  no t  m ean  thofe qualities which 
io rm  the charm  o f  diffipatcd life, an im ate  
convivia l  in tem perance ,  d row nferious  thoughts 
and  fteal away precau tion  from the heart^  
but the  love o f  what is right, and the  refolu- 
t io n  to p r a d i íe  it in every pofitjon o f  our 
ex i i lencc .  Such a fenfe o f  m ora l  duty Mr. 
Fox is no t  fuppofed to poflefs : indeed, fuch a 
Jiie as his has h i the r to  been ,  is by no  m eans 
ca lcu la ted  to produce o r  encourage it T h e  
gaming- tab le  is a place w here  I fhould never  
lo o k  for a fmgle v ir tue  ; and  how m uch o f  his 
t im e ,  his fo r tune  and his h o n o u r  have been  
wailed  there ,  1 do no t  wiih to enquire. As to 
his public  conduct,  which appears to be  n o ­
th in g  m ore  th an  an en la rged  modificfftion o f  
his p r iva te  principles, it prefents a leries o f  
inconfir tencies  which fill m e  with  a i ton ifhm enr 
-and iorrow , w h en ev e r  the circum ftaúces  o f  
th e  t im es  force th e m  upon  m y reflection. 
J c a n n o t  h u t  lam en t  th a t  a m a n  fo h igh ly  g if t­
ed as he is, fhould have  ren d ered  h im fc lf  fo  
l í te le ís  to  his co u n try — and tha t  his fp lendid 
ta len ts  a re  forced con t inu a l ly  to th e i r  beil  e x ­
e r t io n ,  in repea ted  bu t  fruitless endeavours  to 
reco n c i le  the  n u m ero u s  con trad ic t ions  o f  his 
p o l i t ica l  charac te r .  In  íhort,- w i th ou t  obfërv- 
jn £  fa r th e r  u p o n  c>nç o f  the  m oll  lam en ta b le

exam ples
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examples o f  in te l lec tua l  pcrverfion we have 
ever known, I fhall conclude with this  decla­
ra tion, w h ich  is all tha t  is neceflar} to rnv 
purpofe, that ,  to exprefs m y fc lf  in the m ilde lt  
t e rm s— M r. Fox docs not pojfefs the confidence o f the
nation.

L O R D  N O R T H

Was an u n fo r tu n a te  M in i f t e r ;  b u t  w h a t­
ever political crimes w ere  im p u ted  to h im  by 
his p refen t friends, the  n a t io n  h e ld  h im  
blamelefs. H e pofieflcd th e  popu la r  c red i t  
o f  be ing  a faithful and  zealous, th o u g h  u n -  
fUceefsful fe rvan t  o f  the  State, and  the  e f tcem  
o f  his coun try ,  accom panied  his r e t r e a t  f rom  
power. His enem ies ,  w ho aiTedted to  dcfpife 
h im  w h en  c loa thed  w ith  greatnefs ,  found  h im  
fo rm idab le  in ru in ,  and  w ere  g lad  to  u n i te  
his f treng th  w ith  theirs .  H is  p e r fona l  influ­
ence was i l i l l  m oft  f la tte r ing  to  h im  ; he  re ­
m ained  a very  pow erfu l  ind iv idua l  in  this  
coun try ,  and  n o th in g  could  have  p re v e n te d  
his re tu rn  to office, w ith  h o n o u r  to  h im fe l f  
and  fatisfadtion to  the  people , b u t  h is  in fa tu ­
ated j in i i t io n  w ith  a fet o f  m e n  w ho  had  per-  
fecutcd h im , for years, w ith  th e  m o i l  m a l ic i­
ous, a n d 'u n re le n t in g  oppofition , th a t  h ad  e v e r  
b een  carried  on  ag a in f t  an y  M in i f te r  ; w i th  
m en ,  w ho le  en m ity ,  even  -the m i ld  fp ir i t  o f  
C hr if l ian i ty  could  n o t  requ ire  h im  to  fo rg ive  -, 
and  w ith  w h o m , I conflder it a lm o i t  c r im in a l  
in  h im , to fo rm  any  p e r fo n a l  c o n n e c t io n .  
H e re  th en  he  to o k  a lo n g  fa rew ell  o f  p u b l ic  
refpect and  popu la r  e f t im a t io n  ; th e  c a la m ity  
w ith  w hich  he  is afflidled m ay  p erhaps  aw ak en  
fom ew ha t  o f  g en e ra l  p i ty ,  b u t  th e  h o n o u r a b le  
rega rd  o f  his co u n try  he has loft for çver.

T he
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/ h e  D U K E  o f  N O R F O L K .

fortune, m anly  underftand- 
nd Parliam entary  influence, m u il  add a 

very confiderabje degree o f  f trength  to any 
p a r ty w h ic h  he may chufe to fupport ; never
ro ll  Í  i'dl W ed to th ink , tha t  the re ­
co llec tion  of his infignificance, before lie be-
T ? CJ l r C Jmmcdiate heir  o f  the Norfolk Family, 
the  diifipation of his life, and the renuncia-  
lon of his re ligion, will operate  very power- 

. y aga in il  his acqu ir ing  any (lability o f  po­
p u la r  regard. F ro m  his hr 11 appearance in 
Jire, he has been  too m uch engaged in the 
m u c e lh in y  o f  it, to be a fecret^ Bigot to his 
ro i in e r  re lig ion, as m a n y  p ro te f lan t  converts  
haye  b c e n ;  and  his m in d  is o f  too a d jv e  a 
n a tu re ,  to fufFer h im  to re m a in  at eafe under  
a n y  in fluence ,  which ob liged  h im  to be  an 
id le  fpcc ta to r  of the  leading concerns  o f  the  
world . H e did no t ,  however, qu it  popery 
w hile  it had  any th in g  fu r th e r  to b e l lo w ;  it 
had  g iven  h im  the  irrevocab le  fe t t lem en t  o f  
th e  N o rfo lk  E ila tes ,  and  a very w ealthy  Here- 

fordfhirt Heirefs, befo re  he q u it ted  the errors  o f  
it : I well  know  th a t  Mifs Fitzroy was a pro- 
tc f la i i t  Lady, but,  at the  fame t im e ,  I am  m o re  
th a n  in c l in ed  to believe ,  tha t  it was to the  con ­
tr iv a n c e  o f  M r. Booth, the  R om an  Catholic  
con/e;/fcncer, an d  th e  arts  o f  a Governefs ,  o f  
th e  iarne re l ig ious  perfuation, th a t  his Grace 
owes th e  poiieffion o f  the  prelefit  Ductiefs c f  
fror, oik. I w ill  no t  th ro w  fo g rea t  a ri- 
diciiic  o n  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th is  Nobleman* as 
to  fpppefe t h a t  the  ip i r i tu a l  advantages  o f  one  
re l ig io n  o v e r  an o th e r ,  h a d  any  in f luence  o n

P  ikifr



iilfe c o n v e r f i o n  : ou r  Churcli is, I believe, i n ­
debted for fuch a nob le  profe ly te  to very d if-  . 
fièrent confederations. T o  live in  th a t  ft ate o f  
fuperb infignificance, which had  co n ten ted  the 
weaknefs o f  his prcdecefl’ors, was by n o  m eans  
congenial  to his bufy difpo.fition : he was n o t  
formed to be a calm fpedtator o f  thofe  c o n ­
torts, in which his te m p e r  difpofed h im  to  ̂e n ­
gage, and his f ituation qualified h im  to tárte a 
com m and  ; and a few m inu tes  pious reading', 
in St. M ar t in ’s C hurch , gave h im  at once  to 
the  political fervice o f  his C ountry .  Previous 
to his recan ta t ion  he  had b e e n  kn ow n , in his 
convivial hours  to declare, tha t  th e  g rea te f t  
poiîiblc p leafure o f  his life, w ould  be to  c o n ­
tend  for the  rep re fen ta t io n  of a C o u n ty ,  a n d  
to gain  the  E lec t ion  by a fingle vote. T h e  
p roverb  fays, in vino veritas,— and  the  ap p l ica ­
t io n  o f  it was n ev e r  m o re  fo r tu n a te ly  matte 
th a n  on  the  p refen t  oecafion. P a r l ia m e n ta ry  
bufinefs, in its various b ranches ,  is th e  d a r l ­
ing  objedt o f  the  Duke o f Norfolk's a t te n t io n .  
I n  the  Houfe  o f  C o m m o n s  he  was an  adtive 
fena to r  ; in  the  H oufe  o f  Lords he is a perfc -  
v e r in g  Peer ; and, in  every pa r t  o f  th e  K in g ­
dom  w here  his g rea t  Eftates  g ive  h im  influ­
ence, an indefa t igab le  Canvafler  :— Hereford, 
Gtrlijle, Arundel, and  Gloucejler are  th e  fcenes o f  
llis adtive endeavours  to fo rm  a pow erfu l  p h a ­
la n x  o f  p a r l ia m e n ta ry  adheren ts .  But I h av e  
m y  doubts  i f  this  itch  for ca r ry in g  E lec t io ns ,  
will  give h im  a n y  w e igh t  b ey o n d  th e  pa r ty  
w ho is to profit by  it. T h e  m e re  p r id e  o f  
b r in g in g  friends in to  P a r l i a m e n t  f ro m  th e  a p ­
p l ica t ion  o f  a g rea t  fo r tu n e ,  a n d  th e  e x e r t io n  
o f  fuper io r  addrefs, p a r ta k e  o f  th a t  w caknefs  
w h ich  an n ex es  co n fequ ence  to  a f tu d  o f  
horfes, o r  a k e n n e l  o f  hounds .  His G race  has* 
p r iv a te  v i r tu es ,  an d  he  cxerc ifes  th e m  in  th e  

•jth íxiii n v n n ' )  stU '■"> i b e i l
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js no t  fond o f  difplavinp- the* * ,1̂ a i t3r i he 
Ms exalted fta tfo  , , w h i f h  . i l l  h ™  ° f  
by Come, as one fjm pton  a u é a r t  f ? " 6* ' * *  
n o r  m ind  N everthe left  fm l  r  a fuPc" 
ptavity, i„ t„e in d ú lg en c’ c m a W j ?  '
and a fafpic ion  tllat ^ h a ra flerm  ‘ c Tn'’“ n i'
p redom ina tes  over patriotic™, i„  the  ‘Í Z  “ f
not f i !T  I 11' " ’ 1,1 e D ,'t -  '4  AVys/l ,vi]|

, Ĉ ‘n k, becom e a character  o f  miich nub 
Jic confidence in  this country. P

T h e  H O U S E  o p  CAVENDISH,

. Poflcî cs a veiT  confiderable fhare o f  Drivât® 
v irtue , bu t  unaflbciated as it is w ith  Z  u
eats ,  and  h ab i tua ted  as it has f0 lon£f  been to'

í é f p c f t ™  r l k iCal COntefl’ f  fcclr e ip e i t  íoi tha t  family  con tinue  no lo n e - r  
th a n  w hile  I view th em -in  the confined fp h e rs  
of o m e f t ^ h i c ;  the re  they a f t  from t h e m f S S J  

w h ile  in  n a t io na l  concerns they  have fo lone  
b een  th e  dupes, tha t  they  are at leng th  be

X C h Í A  7 ’S °S  ?  uparty: T h e  n e Ph ™  does
fider M  F  ? u \m { 3nd the Unc]cs con - h d e r  M i..F ox  as the  ableft  f ta tefm an, the firm-

w orM t n 0 t ’ a lia  r*1C m ° ^  v ' r tuous  m an  in the

T h e  N A M E  o f  RUSSEL,

M ay  be  d ear  to E n g l i ih  L iber ty ,  bu t what

bears  i t b r r 6 ° f  ■ i f ' he wll°cars, it  be lies  the  p a tr io t  v ir tues  o f  his ancef-
to rs  w h ich  m ade  it h on ou rab le .  W e m ay ad-
m ix f  th e  P rog en ito r ,  w h ile  we difpifc the

fimMCn> ' i h c rc d l ta ry  r iSllt o f  Particular  
iam ij ies  to the  favour  o f  the  C row n  an d  the

confidence



confidence o f  the people, is the  m oil  eg reg  
ous nonfenfe tha t  was ever u t te red  by p o b n  
ra l  Fanticifm. T h e  late Duke o f Bedford was 
info len t to his Sovereign, and h u m b le  to  his 
favourite  ; he was proved in a court  ot Law t 
have fold a B o r o u g h  • and  he m oved  the  
Houfe o f  Peers to o rder  the  Mayor o f London to  
t h e  bar  becaufe he gave a parting vote m  th e  
co m m o n  council againft  th a n k in g  th e  Sheriffs 
for hav in g  done n o th in g ,  m  the  h lly  buhnefs  
o f  bu rn in g  the  N o r th  Briton. I Ais ex am p le
o f  audacious indecorum , defpicable  h u m il i tv ,
avowed co rrup t ion ,  and ar if tocra t ic  ty r a n n y  
was a Ruffel.— O f  his iuccclVor l i t t le ,  I b e l ieve  
is know n, b u t  th a t  he  en te rs  in to  life w i th  a ll  
th e  peculiar  know ledge  w hich  the  Duke of 
Queenfbury m ay  b e  luppofed  to poffefs i n  th e  
m a tu red  per iod  o f  his d ep a r tu re  ou t  oi it,

rfy' A
T h e  D U K E  o f  N O R T H U M B E R L A N D ,

W h o  is a new a d h e re n t  and  boa r ted  adquifi- 
t io n  to th is  party ,  has n ev e r  ye t  p re fe n te d  
h im fe l f  by  any  g rea t  or  b r i l l i a n t  aé t io n ,  to  
th e  no t ice  o f  m a n k in d  : his A m er ican  c o m ­
m a n d  was a m ere  piece ol m i l i t a ry  pa rade ,  
while ,  w ith  all his p red i lec t io n  lo r  the  a rm y ,  
and  his f tud ious app lica t ion  to t a p i e s ,  I h a v e  
.never h ea rd  h im  represented . by th o fe  w h o  
have ferved u n d e r  h im ,  bu t  as a te a z in g  M a r ­
t in e t  and  a fuperc i l ious  C o m m a n d e r .  I n  t h e  
i'pherc o f  politics he is on ly  k n o w n  by  h is  la te  
appearance  as th e  trar.f ient head  of a very  fh o j t  
l ived party ,  ca l led  th e  Armed Neutrality , to  
which , th o u g h  affiftcd b y  fo ab le  a n  A id  de 
C am p  as Lord Rawdon, he cou ld  n o t  c o m m u n i ­
cate fuificient im p o r tan ce ,  to  lart b e y o n d  a 
day It lee ms to  have  fu n k  w ith  h is  G race  
in to  th e  a im s  o f  cp p o l i t io n ,  a n d  p roves  how

little



littlç Gan he done.by high rank, and great pro­
perty, w ithout th e ' f t r c n g th c n in g  aid o f e m i-  
n e n t  talents and public character. Ever fince 
he fucceecjed to the honours and fortune of  his 
famiiy, this N o b lem an  feems to have been 
like a froward child, that  cries for fbmething 
which canno t  be im m ediate ly  obtained. Does 
lie th in k  the ordnance  would thrive under  his 
care ? or is a reg im en t  o f  Guards the bauble 
o f  his am b it ion  ?— F ro m  the îate cond u i t  o f  
his Grace, I fhould fufpc it  tha t  the D u b  of 
Argyles hea lth  declines, and that the rcverfiou 
o f  his M il i ta ry  com m and  is already Îcçutcd.

I fhould not have m en tioned  the character 
o f  thefe  opu len t  Dulses bu t  in a very  general  
m a n n e r ,  if  m uch  im proper  ft refs did not ap­
pear to be laid upon  the ir  fupport o f  the party 
w hich  is now, u nder  my conlîdcration • and 
tha t  a k in d  o f  n a tu ra l  claim has been  made 
to the  confidence o f  the people from  the lan­
gu id  w ealth  o f  the i r  nob le  houles. T h a t  power; 
follows p roperty  is one of  thefe genera l  m ax ­
ims w hich  o f ten tim es  require  a certa in  degree 
o f  qualification. An u n io n  o f  the  influence 
poii'eífed by the le  great families may produce 
grea t  p a r l iam en ta ry  i l re n g th   ̂ it is not,  how­
ever,  th e  polieilion o f  power, fo m uch as the  
kn ow led ge  how  to em ploy  it, that fecures a 
p o p u la r  im p ortan ce  to any  body o f  m en  : but 
I (hall leave- thefe  b a r re n  and  ü nm tere f l ing  
f u b je û s  for  one  o f  an  h igher  clals, though 
u n a d o rn e d  w ith  th e  pagean try  ot b ir th ,  rank, 
o r  fo rtune .

E D M U N D  B U R K | ^

Is a gen ius  o f  th e  firft order, whole fuperio
ab il i t ies  and  u n iv e r la l  E rud it ion '  have beej
re n d e red  ufelefs by  a n  u n n a tu ra l  applicatio.

o



n f  them. Upwards o f  twenty years has lie 
been exerting thofe talents, which were given 
him to enlighten his country, to adorn his age, 
and to improve mankind, in the fervice o f  a 
party which has added but little to his fortune, 
and narrowed the limits o f  his fame. T o  en­
large the map of  hiftory, to aid the refearches 
o f  philofophy, to i l luminate the paths o f  
fcience, to render irrefiitible the charms of 
truth and virtue ; in fhort, to forward the e x ­
alted purpofe of making men happier and b e t­
ter, ihould have been the em ploym ent o f  his 
Jife, and he would then have lecured a place 
among thofe illuftrious ‘characters who have 
done moil honour to their  nature, and the 
greateil fervice to the world. But am bit ion  
cheated him into the deiire o f  greatnefs, and, 
mftead o f  paihng his days in Academic Bowers, 
where his genius would have found an home, 
and his fame have flourifhed without a w i th e r ­
ing leaf, he engaged with all the fervour o f  
his mind, in the political contefts o f  the times, 
and has diffipa.ted his energies, his eloquence 
and his knowledge, in fupport o f  a ' Party, 
which has rewarded his zeal with lit t le  m ore  

i ’an the in terrupted hear-hims o f  Parliam entary  
appj,a;dcrs. i n s  eloquence is rapid, an im ated ,  
and highly adorned ; but it amufes ra ther  than  
-inítiuóts, and by its brilliance, weakens the 
-attention which it fo ftrongly folicits : belides, 
t ic i.ioit paitial friends.of Mr. Burke are forced
o acxncwledge that his judgm ent does not 

keep' pace ,with his o ther  faculties, and, as he 
ig\ ances,, in  years, his encreaiing ir r i tab il i ty  
n u n p u - ,  tends ra ther  to diminiih the little  
, 0c '' -'^Ciies o; that  precious quality, o f

f î i 1' V  .do not raean ic as an exam ple  o f  
my aft aiTcmon, when I declare the op in ion ,
hat this G eu t .em an  poiTeiics a m uch larger 

portioft
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.portion o f  in tegrity  than  any o f  his atfive po- 
. inca l  coadjutors ; and I have no' doubt but his 
r ig id  love oi what he thinks to be right has 
caufed h im  frequently  to do and fay things 
which in the op in ion  o f  his f r iends , 'w ere  ex­
trem ely  wrong : w h e the r  it is owing to fuch
C uo,s ,  his encreailng years, or any apparent 
d im in u t io n  ot Ins talents, I do not  know ; but 
his political eonfequence, which never  a tta in­
ed the m er id ian  o f  the world, appears at this
tim e, to be o ec l inm g  very fait to the horizon  
ot his party.

LORD LOUGHBOROUGH,

PofleiTcs e m in e n t  ta lents,  which are accom­
pan ied  w ith  a ready and com m and ing  e lo ­
quence. By the  favour o f  Lord Bute he fuit  
o o ta m c d  a ieat in the Koufe o f  Com m ons, and 
hav ing , by  a very a r d u o u s  a t ten t ion  to the 
bulmels o t  it, becom c a Par l iam en ta ry  De­
b a te r  o t  fufiicient oonfequence to excite the  
regard  o f  co n ten d in g  parties ,  he availed h im - 
fclt  o f  po li t ica l  circuraftances, as they  arofe, 
io  forward the views o f  his am bit ion .— Such à 
p lan  oi conduct  did n o t  promile- any  l iab il i ty  
o f  pub lic  p r inc ip le  ; and  we find M r. TVeddu- 
lurne  in th e  courfc  o f  the  p refen t  Reign, con- 
n eé ted  w ith  every  fet o f  m e n  th a t  have fup- 
p o r te d  o r  op poled  the  m eafures  o f  G ov ern ­
m e n t .  h i s  pa tr io t  o ra tory  is {till rem em b ered  
a t  Torb, w here  he  em ployed  its u tm o i t  energy  
to  en fo rce  th e  acceillty  o f  addrefies, pe t i ­
t io n s  and  rem onitra r .ces  f rom  th a t  refpec- 
t a b le  C o u n ty ,  th o u g h  he  did n o t  pofTels an. 
in ch  o f  p roper ty  in  it. His an im a ted  repro* 
ba t  ion  o f  the  co nd uc t  o f  M in if ie rs  refpedting 
tlie M iddkJ;■:< E lec t io n ,  is no t  fo rgo tten  by M r. 
IVilkcs ; w h ile  th e  friends o f  the  American W a r

canno t
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c-mnót but recolle-a w ith  Adm iraUpp, his ce- 
k b ra te d  Philippic at the Cock-pit againft D u  
Franklin, which drove the  hoary  l p h t i c i a n  
acrois the Atlantic, to aroufe the  Colonies to  
a declaration o f  independence. His p o w c n u l  
defence o f  Lord Ç W ,  when, called to th e  Bar 
o f  the Com m ons, is a c ircumstance ot w hich  
the world is in full poffeffîon ; and  was conh-  
dered with gratitude by every  m a n  who r e ­
tu rn ed  with fpoils from  th e  Eaft, t i l l  he cau ied  
the  lincerity o f  his fo rm er  conduct to be lu f  
pêdtedj by the  a rdour  o f  his e loquence, w h en  
he called down th e  vengeance  o f  the  laws u p ­
on thofe m en  who were charged  w ith  a c o n -  
fpiracy âgain il  Lord Pigot's G o v e rn m e n t  an d  
life.— T h u s  he proceeded, m a k in g  his p ro fe f-  
fion o f  the  Law fecondary  to  his P a r l i a m e n ta ­
ry career, t i l l  he was ap p o in ted  to be  ch ief  ot 
the court  o f  C o m m o n  Pleas, and  ca l led  to the  
Houfe o f Peers, in  oppofition to  th e  lon g  H a n d ­
ing  claims, which were afferted to  b o th  th o le  
honours  by th e  late Lord Grant ley, th e n  S peaker  
o f  th e  H oufe  o f  C om m ons .  T h u s  has th is  
n o b le m a n  w on his way to  the  e leva ted  h tu a -  
t ion  w hich he now  occupies. As to his  p r iv a te  
virtues I am n o t  fu ff ie ien t ly . in fo rm ed  to w r i te  
co n ce rn in g  th em  ; bu t  th is  I know , th a t  p o p u ­
lar  e l leem  has n ev e r  w a i ted  u p o n  a n y  p e r io d  
o f  his life ; and  it feems to be  g en e ra l ly  b e ­
lieved, tha t  the ind iv iduals  o f  th e  p a r ty  w h ich  
now  depends fo m uch  upon  his P a r l i a m e n ta r y  
affiftance, do n o t  consider h im  w i th  p e r fo n a l  
venera t ion .  It has .cer ta in ly  b e e n  to o  m u c h  
the  objec t  o f  m o d e rn  Lawyers to  m in g le  in  
poli t ica l  ’con te í ls ,  and  th is  n o b le  Lord  feem s  
to have ta k e n  the  lead  in  th is  k in d  o f  p rac tice .  
“  M u te  at the  Bar an d  in  th e  fen a te  lo u d ,” is 
th e  d e fe n p t io n  o f  h im  th i r ty  years  ago b y  th e  
beit  poe t  o f  tha t  day  ; and  I  m u i l  a ç k n o w -

I ' . 'nU h c led ge ,



an  able and  active Lord o f  P a r l i a m T Î , / u P  
e loquence and abilities have been  c o n t ih i iS r

Z T - w h u Pr l' ,] 7  “ J f r  Pi" ’s A d™i"iftrk-u o n  W hen Lord Loughipr'ouh’s idea preterits 
i t fe l f  to me, it is no t  in the figure o f  a grTve 
M agif t ja te ,  prefiding in the court o f  C om m on 

leas, biit as an able political Partizan in the
o./fecf Lords.' in ihort,  lie has never  been an  

objeét  of na t iona l  regard. I do not fay tha t  
is deft i tu te o f  thofe great qualities which 

c o m m an d  public venera t ion ,  o r  tha t  he is w ith ­
ou t  tne  m ilder  virtues whieh concil ia te  genera l  
e f tcem  : I am far from after t ing  that  he ooffef- 
fes any  li t t lenefs  o f  c h a ra d e r  which keeps re- 
fp e t t  at a d if tance ; I do not even h in t  th a t  
th e  lines o f  Churchill which dcfcribe h im  and 
the  farcafms o f  Junius which are applied to 
h im , a re  founded in  t ru th  : I do no t  l if tcn to 
th e  ca lu m n y  w hich  has w r i t ten  his n am e  in the 
lift of a Gaming Club -, bu t  I (hall n o t  hefitate 

r epea t .w ithou t  fear o f  reproof, tha t  he is no t 
d if t ingu iihed  by the popular regard o f his Country.

In th e  co m m o n  language  o f  the  world, tha t  
p e r fo n  is called an Adventurer who depends u p ­
o n  the c redu lity  o f  o thers  for advantage, w ith ­
o u t  hav ing  any th in g  o f  his ow n to rifk in  re ­
tu rn .  N o r  is this, t i t le  m ore  app licab le  to the  
M e r c h a n t  w itho u t  a capital,  o r  the  G am ei lc r  
w i th o u t  a gu inea ,  th a n  to  th e  m a n  who, 
w i th o u t  an  a to m  o f  p roper ty ,  o r  a g fa in  
oi p r inc ip le ,  is b ro u g h t  forw ard  by a party to 
ferve  th e i r  poli t ica l  purposes, ahd  is^prefcïv 'cà 
f ro m  a G oal  by the  p r iv i lege  o f  i r i r l iam eh t .  
In  o u r  days, the  political a d v e n tu re r  is no  u n ­
c o m m o n  charac te r ,  and  o f te n t im es  m ee ts  w ith

K a degree
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a degree of  protection, which is too rarely ob- 
tained by patriot viituc.

M r S H E R I D A N ,

Though by no means pofleffed of  fufficienf 
c o n f e q u e n c e  or ch a ra^ e r  to be coniidered as a 
p o l i t i c a l  leader, is fuch a bril l ian t fatellite or 
M r. Fox, that h e  cannot be paffed without fome- 
what of  particular attention. Mr. £— —  has 
rifen by the extent and fubfervience ot his ab i­
lities, from a comparative ftate o f  obfeurity, 
to a point of  no common confederation witn 
the party which has adopted him. H is  elo­
quence is of  a very fuperior quality, and, on 
particular occafions, has been exerted with 
fuch refiitlefs power, as to force the moil avow­
ed applaufe from thofe who have the leaft be­
lief  in his poffeffion oi public virtue, or p r i ­
vate principle : but with all his acknowledged 
capacity to engage in ferious debate, he is 
thought to be more ufefully employed as the 
parliamentary Congreve o f  his party. To  per­
vert a meaning, to play happily upon an ex- 
preihon, to retort a fareafm, to feize an equi­
voque, to fupport an irony, to create a laugh, 
to employ the tricks of  public fpeaking, and 
exert all that playful kind o f  oratory which the 
Speaker Onflow would have eoniidercd as dégra­
da tory to the proceedings o f  Parliam ent,  this 
gentlem an is without a rival. But a m an  w ith ­
out property or perfonal rank, who owes his 
m ain tenance  to thefu rpr i l ing  kindnefs of  thofe 
who truft him, and the e lem olynary  boun ty  o f  
thofe who protevSt him, can never a tta in  to any 
Ajlid confequence in this country : he may be 
elevated by intrigue, iome f trange concuffion 
p f  ei/ents may lift h im  on high, or the way- 
Wuvd partiality o f  favour may advancc h im ,

but
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but fom eth ing  more than  b ril l ian t talents is 
ncceffary to the  a t ta in m en t  of  public confi­
dence, and that Jomethitig he is no t believed to 
poffefs.— If the report  is founded in f a t h a t  
am ong  the arrangem ents  o f  the new Admini- '  
ftra tion, the  Duke of Portland tu rned  with dif- 
dain  from the propofition o f  m aking  Mr. Sheri­
dan a Cabinet  M in if te r  ; his grace aéled with 
tha t  honcft d ignity  which becam e him, and 
“which for the lake o f  his country , and his fove- 
rc ign , I truft,  he will con tinue  to maintain .

Such, j n y  friend, are the m ore p ro m in en t  
characters  o f  the party w hom  the Prince o f TVaJes 
diftinguifhes w ith  his favour. It would be a 
waile  o f  m y  t im e  and your patience to devé- 
lopc  the  ta lents  o f  Lord Stormont, Mr. Erjkiney 
M r. Anjlruther, Mr. Adam, Colonel Fullarton, and 
o thers  o f  th e ir  co un trym en ,  w hom  the  concili­
a t ing  powers o f  Mr. Fox, who knows how and 
w h en  to fm o the r  his m oft inve te ra te  p re ju ­
dices, have w on to his fupport  : I (hall, th e re ­
fore, com e at once to  the re fu l t ing  character  
o f  the  party  at la rge—*hat it conlifls 011 the  
one  hand ,  o f  g rea t  p roper ty ,  fom e v ir tue  and  
no  ta len ts  ; and  011 the  o ther ,  o f  great ta lents,  
w i th o u t  any  p roper ty  o r  v ir tue  at all.

Such is m y  honcf t  o p in ion ,  w hich  arifes from 
a very im p ar t ia l  and  d ifm tere fted  view o f  the  
p r in c ip a l  pcrfons engaged  in th e  oppofition co­
hort.  An e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e i r  c o n d u i t ,  f rom  
the  t im e  w hen  Lord Rockingham gave them  hi$ 
n a m e ,  to th e  u n h ap p y  m o m e n t  w h ich  we now 
dep lo re ,  w ou ld  n o t  e leva te  th em , I fear, iu  
y o u r  o p in io n  o r  m in e  ; b u t  w e are at p re len t  
con f ined  to a ve ry  few m o n th s ,  and  du r ing  
th a t  fho r t  pe r iod ,  I can  d ifcover  n o th in g  in  
th e i r  c o n d u i t ,  w h ich  does n o t  m an ife f t  the 
m o i l  bo ld  and  in d ecen t  a t te m p t  to  o b ta in  the
Government o f  this couutrv, that was ever e x ­

hibited
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hibited by any fet of  men, in any period o f  
our hiftory. A very brief review o f  their  con­
du it  on the melancholy occahon which has 
changed their prolpeóts and elevated their  
hopes, will amply juftify my affertion.

No fooner was the awful vifitation o f  Hea­
ven on our Sovereign communicated by the 
Royal Phyficians to the Prince o f IVales, and the 
Adminiftration, than the fcattered M embers  
of  the party began to hold up their  heads, and 
enjoy the enlivening expectation o f  a better  
and more honourable dependence than  the 
Faro ‘Table, which had fo long been the princi­
pal fupport o f  fo many of them. Mr. Sheridan 
was ordered to remain in waiting by a great 
pcrionage, to receive his communications, and 
to perform fuch little agencies for him  as the 
critical jv.nituxe might be thought to require. 
Nothing, however, could be done bu t  to dif- 
feminate reports, to fcarter opinions, and p ro­
pagate doétrines, in order to prepare the peo­
ple for their  defigns, as foon as Mr. Fox could 
be brought from the continent,  to give th em  * 
form and put them in .m otion. T h a t  gen tle ­
man was, at this time, conducting fuch a wo­
m an  as Mrs. Armjiead through France and Italy, 
was;called from that honourable  duty to head 
his party, and govern an Empire. His a r r i­
val gave fome thing- o f  coniiften.ce to the ope­
rations o f  his fr iends;  the P/ince became a 
more avowed patron o f  the oppofition band, 
and a claim was made, as we may fuppofe, 
with his confent, by perfons high in his co n ­
fidence, to the right o f  fuceeeding to the G o ­
vernment, in the prefent lapfe o f  his M a j e s -  
Xy’s capacity, without any o ther  opera tion  o f  
i 'arliament, than a ready and unreferved  af^ 
;ent to it.  ̂ But the fentiments both o f  Parlia-  
inent and the people m ili ta t ing  ftrongly again il

iQ fuch
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fncli a claim, as being  a kind of  high treafon 
to th e  •:') iftitutîO'n o f  this country, the decla­
rations ot thoic who had made' it, wefe re­
t r a c e d  or explained av/av, and very gf-eat per- 
fonagcs were b rought forward in  debate, in  
o rder  to quiet the alarms which had gone forth 
on the prom ulgation  o f  fuch an an t i -c o n i l i tu - , 
t iona l  doétrine. F or tunate ly  for the nation 
th e  eageniefs to grafp at power perverted the 
ju d g m e n t  o f  thofe m en  who call thcmfelvcs 
the Princes friends, fo tha t  t h e y  let the whole 
k ingdom  at once, into a view o f  their  de- 
% n s ,  and  eonftrmed the  neceffity o f  that  wife 
fpirit o f  precaution , which has been exer ted  
aga in i i  them .

H av ing  been  foiled in this very bold at- I 
tem pt,  the ir  n ex t  ob jef t  was to prevent thé 
Regency, which was now conft i tu t iona l ly  
acknow ledged  to be the  gift o f  Parliam ent,  
f rom  b e ing  accom panied  w ith  thofe re i tr ic t i-  
ons, with which his M aje i ty ’s M inifters  propofed 
to  guard  the rights o f  the  C onf t i tu t ion ,  and 
the  d ign ity  o f  the  afflicted Sovereign. Te> 
a t tack  the  political character  o f t h e  M in i í te r^  
o n  this occafion, was a very n a tu ra l  mcafure, 
an d  to ex h ib i t  h im  as a com pet i to r  for power I 
w ith  the  Prince o f Wales, was an  effufion of  
par ty  rage, co ngen ia l  to the  fervid eloquence 1 
o f  M r. Burke. But fuch th ings  were in the 
o rd in a ry  m ode  o f  political conteft,  and the 
dituation o f  the  Party  requ ired  fom eth ing  o f  
m o re  effectual manoeuvre. T h is  they did n o t  
hefitate  to em p lo y  ; and  the  §hjeen was the o b ­
jec t  o f  it. T o  the  a l to n ifh m en t  and g r ie f  o f  
every  pcrfon  in  the  k ingdom , no t  im m ed ia te ­
ly c o n n ec ted  w ith  the  ca lu m n ia to rs  th em -  
fclves, th e re  appeared  in th e  Morning Herald an 
a t tack  u p o n  the  con fo r t  o f  o u r  Sovereign, and  
the mother o f  the  Prince o f  W ales, which n o t

( 29  )
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only treated her name with contempt, but 
annexed* fomething of  implied guilt .to her 
character, and menaced her Majefty with the 
publication of it, if  ihe ihould be perfuaded to 
interpofe, in any m anner whatever, m  the 
prcfent ilate of affairs.—  1 hat the Queen, v. om 
calumny had ever acknowledged to be above 
its reach,— v.hofe whole life has been one 
fcene of dignified virtue, ihould, in a m om ent 
o f  affliction, which language is inadequate to 
delcribe, and the confolation of  an Empire 
not fufficient to mitigate, be vilified and 
menaced by the pen ot a party which boaus  
the protection of her Ion, is an event tha t  
compleats the infamy of domeflic politics.

When I make this affertion, I do it upon 
the credit of very fufficient information, that 
it is a principle of  the party to hold in high 
eilimation the auxiliary powers o f  the public^ 
pi-ints ; and that a fubordinate comm ittee of 
themfelves fits daily, and, perhaps n ightly  
too, at a well known Tavern, in Coyent Garden, 
to fhape paragraphs, frame hand bills, and 
propagate faliehoods ; in fhort, to do the ir  
utmoft, by any and every means, to inflame 
the people againfl: the Kings friends, and to 
influence the public m ind  in favour o f  their  
own matters. Nay, fo much do the oppofiti­
on fcem to depend on this mode o f  p roceed­
ing,— that a provincial paper, p r in ted  in  m y 
neighbourhood, has been purchafed to abufe 
Government, and inflammatory hand-bills  
fcem to have been blown through the air, to 
our market towns, in order, (as one o f  m y 
farmers exprefled himfelf) to make people as 
glad as the writers of  them, that the  Kivg was 
out o f  his mind. T h a t  the Morning Herald, 
d tvo ted  as it has fo long been  to oppofition 
drudgery, fhould ii;fert fuch an article as I

have
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have dcfcribed, w ithout the authority  or fu r-  
gelt ion of fo m c 'o f  the leading perfons o f  that 
paity , which it un iform ly  Supports, is not 
w ith in  the lcope o f  my belief. It is faid, in­
deed, tha t  the  publifher o f  this Ne^fpup>r, is 
p rofecuted  by the Attorney General to the Queen 
lor  a Libel,  and it will be curious to enquirë 
hereafter ,  from whole purfu th.c heavy Fine 
which a court o f  Ju íl ice  may fcntcnce the de­
linquent, will proceed ; and by whofc k ind­
nefs lie will be enab led  to pafs in comfort the 
te rm  o f  im prisonm ent which h e  may be doom ­
ed to fuffer. But no tw ith i land ing  this infdlt 
u p o n  the character  of the Queen was rep roba­
ted by every honeil  pcrfon in the k ingdom , 
h e r  popularity ,  was a c iicum ftance too hoftile 1 
to the  in t e r d i s  o f  the party, to be perm itted  
to pafs 011 w i th ou t  a con tinua t ion  of  attempts 
to Icilcn it, by lies the  m oll  ridiculous, itories 
th e  m oil  im probable ,  and f ix ions  the m oil  
audacious th a t  the profligate h ire lings  o f  fac­
t io n  could  poiiibly devife : bu t the ícandals 
d ied  a lm o il  the  m o m e n t  the}'' were bo rn  \  
and  fuch arcs as thefe were no t  Sufficient to 1 
tu rn  th e  affections o f  the people from an ob­
jec t  tha t  had  ndver  ceafed to deferve them .

T h e  Second e x am in a t io n  o f  the Royal Phy- j 
ficians-, re la t ive  to the  i la te  o f  his M'ljejlys 
h ea l th ,  was the  n e x t  Source o f  hope to the 
a fp ir ing  party. I have read the  report  o f  the 
C o m m it te e  w ith  grea t  a t ten t io n ,  and was con­
ce rned  to fee the aftoTiiihing length  to which 
a n  enquiry ,  w hich  m ig h t  have been  made and 
ip is f ied  in  an hour ,  was protradted. T h e  ex ­
a m in a t io n s  o f  the  fcveral phy ficians form a 
curio li ty  in  th e i r  k i n d ;  and  a y o un g  Barrif- 
■ter could  n o t  i ludy the  art o f  in te r roga to ry  to
io  m uch  advan tage  in  any  o th e r  publica tion ,

- . as-



(  3z )

as M  t ic  report of the Committee Dr. ïViÙts,
i ,v  particular, who had declared the moil fan- 
euine hopes of his M w fty s  recovery, and 
v.-hofe attentions are faid to be very condu 
cive to that very defirable end, was queuion-
cd a n d  crofs-examined with a degree oi ability 
w h i c h  nothing but the genius of  tru th  cou.d 
have fupported. This tedious buhnefs, how­
ever, produced a confirmation of the former 
opinioü of the Phyficians, that his M a j e s t y  
was frill in a recoverable ilate :— An opinion, 
which I will venture to fay, did not give that  
peculiar latisfactibn to fome minds, which it 
d i d  to moil. The  reafon is obvious, and I
{hall not enlarge upon it.

Thus did difappointment cloud the profpeUs 
of the Oppoikion Phalanx. T he  Queen proved 
fuperior to all calumny : His M a j e s t y  is de­
clared to be in a recoverable ilate by all the 
Phyficians, and by one of  them, who is more 
intimately acquainted with the diforder of  the 
Royal Patient, he is reprefented to be in the 
actual progress o f  recovery :— Mr. Pitt's popu­
larity is confirmed or confirming in every part 
o f  the kingdom ; and Dr. IViliis, in fpite o f  m e­
dical differences, etiquettes, &c. ilill  remains 
in fuli cower at Kew. Thus driven from every 
poil they have hitherto endeavoured to m a in ­
tain, the party apply to their  lail, and, as it 
appears to me, moil powerful refource,— the le t­
ter written by the Prince in anfwer to Mr. Pitt's 
official communication to hisRoyal H ighnefs ,o f  
the reilriiilrons on the Regency, which his 
Alajejtyj Servants propofedto  fubmit to the con- 
fideration o f  Parliament. It was evidently  
written with a view to fubfequent publication , 
i f  fueh a me a fore fhcwld be found neceffary to 
anfwer any particular purpofe, and, though I

have
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í « r Darf t 'h i ? í dJ‘ha ' !t was han<ieti about am o ns?  ,lt had’ certainly, Iain for fome time 
o n  the Duke o f Portland's table, to be perufed 
by fuch perfons as were admitted to an audi­
ence ot h is Grace. At length, however it vas

c l n í - e l  o f °  f  PrUbHc’ th ro u Sh the favourite c h a i ^ e l  ot a Newfpapcr, w here  I have fcen it
in co m m o n  with the reft o f  the na tion

W ,th  this le t ter  I fh a l lb eg  leave to take the 
lam e  liberty  which is experienced  by the fove- 
re ign  s fpeeches from the throne.-— I ihall con- 
iider it as the jo in t  production  o f  Mr. Sheridan,

F°?> and  Lord Loughborough— and treat it 
accordingly. Its m ore  apparent objeét was to 
m ak e  fuch people as-look no t  beyond the fur- 
iace o f  things, to  believe,— Firft,  that  M r .  
P itt infults the  Prince by propofm g any l im ita ­
tions of th e  Regency, as they  m ark  a diftruft 
o t his Royal H ighnefs’s defigns in  the govern- 
m e n t  o f  the  k ingdom .— 2dly, T h a t  he infults 
th e  King, m  his affliction, by re f t ra in in g  the 
Prince m  a m a n n e r  which will  caufe the '  m o il  
p o ig n a n t  m ortif ication  to his M a j e s t y , w hen­
ever  he ihall be reftoi;ed to his fo rm er  p o w e r  o f  
rea fon  and  re f le a io n .— 3dly, T h a t  he infults 
th e  people, by propofm g fuch r e f t r i a io n s  as 
will  in te r ru p t ,  i t  n o t  ren d e r  im practicable ,  the  
o p e ra t io ns  o f  g o v e rn m e n t .— 4-thly, T h a t  he in ­
fults the  w ho le  Royal Fam ily ,  by g iving fuch 
a pow er  to th e  ^ieen^  in the  care o f  the King's 
perfon , and  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  his houfchold ,
as m ay  bege t  dilFenlions in it.-------Such are the
p r in c ip a l  topics o f  this  le t ter ,  which ough t  
n e v e r  to  have feen  the  l igh t  ; and  will not,  I 
be l ieve ,  be  found  to have  tha t  effeCt u p o n  the  
p o p u la r  m in d  for w hich  it was apparen t ly  pub-  
lifhcd :— for I th in k ,  w itho u t  p re fu m p tio n ,  tha t  
it m ay  be  obferved  very  conclufively in  an-  
f w e r t o i t — Firf t ,  T h a t  th e  re fo lu t ions  o f  the

F Two



Two Houfes are not made in favour of  o r  £  
gainft a n y  particular individual 
ilitutional guards, provided for die Ufe; ;  
fum ptionof  the prerogative, whenever thc af 
flifted fovfcreign ihall be deemed competent to 
the re-exercife of  it. T he  Prince or Regent 
fhould have every power neceffary for the: go 
vcrnment of the country ;  but it is the dut) o 
Parliament to take care that he does no t  wpai 
the crown. Nay, it appears to me, that the 
counfellors of the Prince have difgraced the 
R o y a l  mind, in making it appear to  harbour 
fufpicions of  infult, where m lu .t  could not be 
intended ; as, in com mon life— a.difpontxon to 
fufpecft the ill opinion o f  others, is generally 
conlidered, as a prefumptive p r o o f  that we de- 
ferve.it. 2dly, T h a t  whenever it ihall pleale 
Heaven, in its mercy to this nation, to heal 
the fovereign o f  it, he will be fo far h om ex™ 
preiîing any diipleafure at the condu it  of his 
Minifters, ' in  the prefcnt im portan t crins, that  
his M a j e s t y  will ra ther  feel mortification in 
the extreme at their  having been  removed 
from their  ftations, and make it the firft act of 
his re turn  to the throne, to reftore them  witu 
every mark o f  honour, afteétion, and grati­
tude. 3 dly, T h e  people in general fo far from  
th inking  themfelvcs infulted by the reflivftions 
pn  the Regency, conhder them  as protections 
from the rapacity and am bit ion  oi the proqiif- 
ed Adininiftration. And 4 thly, II the power 
given to the Queen fhould prove a caufe oi un- 
eafinefs between her Majefiy and the  PvCgent, 
I cannot but forefee to whom fuch an  u n fo r tu ­
nate diiïenfion m ull  be neceflarily attributed- 
•—Let the Prince a cl aright, and the m oil  p ro ­
fligate incendiary o f  fadlion will no t  dare to 
fuggeft; that the Queen will fuppo.rt what is 
wrong, for no o ther  purpofe bu t  to fom ent a 
vexatious oppofition to her ion. But

i  M  )



But this le tter  con ta ins  ano ther ,  though M s
“ S '  *  moft cunningly! con-
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would effectually oppofe, could influence h im  
to em ploy  tha t  M i ni iter. T hus  Mr. Fox and  
Ins t r iends  are fecure o f  b e ing  appointed  the  
political lervants  ot the  Regent. But they  are 
n o t  co n ten t  ; they  with to be the fervants o f  a 
K i n g ;  and they  who, du r ing  th e i r  public lives 
nave  been  co n t in u a l ly  v en t in g  th e i r  eloquence 
a garn it  th e  a la rm in g  power o f  the  Crown, arc 
novv in  th e  c o n t in u a l  exercife o f  outrageous de­
c lam ation ,  becaufe th a t  pow er is no t  c o m m u ­
n ica ted  to  a pc rfon  w ho has no  im m edia te  r ig h t  
to weai the  d iadem . All the  pa tronage  o f  the 
a rm y ,  the navy, the  church, the  law, the  re ­
venues ,  fo re ign  courts, I re land , the  E a it  In ­
dies, &cc. &c. is n o t  en ou gh  for them . T h e y  
co m p la in ,  in  b i t te rnefs ,  tha t  th e i r  followers 
ifruit iigh for coronets  and  pa ten t  places in  
v a in  ; nay. Inch, is th e ir  in fa tia te  rapacity, th a t  
th ey  w ould  i i r ip  th e i r  aftliéted fovereign o f  
every  appendage  ol his exa l ted  f ta tion ,  and  
leave  h im  n o th in g  bu t  the n am e  o f  a King.

 ̂ Such th e n  are  th e  m e n  w h om  the  Prince o f  
Wtales takes to his bo fom  : m e n  w ho do n o t  
poifels the  good o p in io n  of th e ir  ow n n a t io n ,  
a n d  will  no t ,  I fear, be regarded  w ith  the  ne -  
c.eiTary confidence by any o ther.  Such are  the  
peop le  w h o m  his  Royal Highnefs is in fa tua ted  to  
m a k e  th e  guides .o f  his adtions, at a per iod

when
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« h c r , -he to n d s  in a predicament unpata lc l l td  
in the hiftory of Princes.- Such, alas are to 
b e  the Minifters of the Regent o f  Great Bri-
tain.

It is, however, truly honourable to the pre­
fer* Adminiilratioti, that when ever t h e P ^  
fhall difmifs them from the feivjce of the,, 
country, t h e y  will retain its affections, 1 '
perity reilored, revenue mcreafed, debt di- 
Ininiihed, character maintained, and a nation 
contented, are the characlenfhcs of  their  go­
vernment. After fuch a declaration, which I 
believe to be founded in truth, and fu ilam ed 
by experience, it would be unneceffary t o  de­
tail the individual merits and qualities of his 
M a j e s t y ’s fervants ; yet it would prove an m - 
fenlibility to fuperior excellence, which 
ihould be afhamed to own, were I to pafs by, 
without obfervation, as a philofophei,  and 
without eulogium and gratitude as an Englifh- 
man, one of the firit characters that have 
adorned the age, and advanced the glory of 
the country in which we live.

Mr. P I T T ,

At a time of  life when m oil  m en  only  be- 
ein to think, entered  upon the governm en t 
o f  the moil complicated empire in the world, 
when it was in a ílate of difficulty, diflrels, 
and e m b a i  raffinent which it had never known-, 
and, with a prematurity  of taler.t, which has 
no  parallel, and in ipite of  the m oil  able and 
inveterate Oppofition that  ever harraffed the  
meafures of  a M iniftcr, reilorecl it, in a great 
degree, to its form er {late o f  profperit.y. You '  
may obferve, m y (riend, that there  is fomc- 
th ing  liké a chárm in this great i la te fm an ’s 
fiitàë , fù propitious to the  glory o f  our coun-



try, winch jnay attradl me fo powerfully to 
h im  ; bu t I am too far advanced in my pro­
gress to be caught with the whiftliug o f  aiiy 
nam e, and on the contrary, I do moll finccrc- 
]_>■ declare, that it is in the great outline of 
his A dm inistra tion— in t i s  capacity, elor 
tjuence, induftry, difmtcrcltednefs, integrity 
and, which is the refult o f  them  all, in the 
grow ing  profperity and genera l  good o f  our 
country ,  that  I find his irreiiftiBle claim to my 
applaufe and adm ira tion . He may have com ­
m it ted  errors  as a M in i  (1er, as he may have 
his failings as a m an  ; for I am no t  defcrib- 
ing  a d ivinity , bu t  an h u m an  being ,— though 
fuch a one, I believe, as confidering all his 
c ircum ilances  and  qualities, has not m any  
'equals on  the  face o f  the globe.— T h e  Prince 
m ay  difcard Mr. Pitt f rom  the fervice o f  the 
n a t io n  : but an h igher  h o n o u r  will th en  await 
h im  th a n  princes have it in th e ir  power to b e ­
llow : the  n a t io n  w hom  he has fcryed will 
adopt h im.

I could  wifh, at all times, to feparáte law 
from polit ics— o r  ra th e r  lawyers from polit i­
cians ; bu t  fincc the  circumftances o f  the  times 
have  u n i ted  them , I can n o t  bu t  m e n t io n  a 
N o b le m a n ,  in the h igheft  office o f  govern­
m e n t ,  whofe g rea t  capacity involves, and  does 
h o n o u r  to b o th  tho le  characters .

L O R D  T I I U R L O W

Poííeítes a m o i l  com prehensive underiland*- 
ing ,  a i l ro n g  iy i lem atic  ju dg em en t ,  a con:-, 
m a n d in g  e loquence ,  and  a l tu b b o rn  in tegrity .  
As a L o id  o f  P a r l iam en t  in w h om  is the.ro 
jn o re  d ign i ty ,  an d  from  whofe lips proceeds 
i'uch c o n fu m m a te  wifdom, ?— As a Judge, at 
wüaç t im e  bas t.hç law k n o w n  m o re  official at-

1 tentiou,
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ten tion , 'm ore  folcmnity of demeanor, more 
patient invcftigation, and more complete juf- 
ticc, than during the period of  his adminiflra- 
t i o n in th e  Court of  Chancery?

I ill ail not lengthen this letter, already too 
long, by entering at large into the charaéters 
o f  thofe perlons who compofc the Miniftry  of  
the aflli<5ted King, It will be fufheient for me 
to fay what, in my opinion, events have fuifi- 
r iently proved, that they form an aggregate of  
talents and qualities fully capable o f  conduct­
ing the, public buiinefs with honour to them - 
felves,. and advantage to the empire.

T 1 ais Acjminifhaticn is acknowledged by 
every impartial perfon to be ftrong in ability, 
integrity, and popular eitcem ; and it is this 
general conviction which has enabled them  to 
aft, and poiiefs themfelves as they have done, 
at the m om ent when they are falling from 
power. T he  fcrvanfs o f  the fovereign have, 
in general, remained true to their  mafter, anti 
yery few indeed have followed the exam ple o f  
the Duke oi Queenjbcrry, who was the firfi to 
quit the ufual 1er vice o f  the King, and the lafi 
to care for the public opinion o f  his apof- 
facy.

Such then is the picture o f  public affairs at 
the m om ent when I have the honour  o f  ad- 
drefling m yfe l/  to you. T h e  King, deprived 
o f  his capacity to govern, and the na t io n  on 
the eve o f  being deprived of an A dm in ii l ra -  
tion, who, in the ir  opinion, have governed  
them well, and without being able to derive 
fW}’,fcflfsfort from the hope o f  ano ther  M in if ­
try, who will govern them better. It is pain-  
uU indeed, to glance even at the caufe o f  fuch 
a change. Nor.is it w ithout the m o ll  fincere 
affliction that I foe, what appears to me to be 
the. greatcil e rror— in the firil p lace------ -

T ne
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T h e  PRINCE o? WALES,

W ith  all the perfonal qualities in  the .hu ­
m an  character  to gain  popularity, is hv no 
m eans  popular  ui the country  which is jus 
heritage. W hat  then  can wc conclude but 
th a t  a fucceffion o f  un tow ard  cif«i:íittáricés 
have com bined  to tu rn  the curren t  o f  nátiona'í 
e f teem  irora  its na tu ra l  channel.  F o r  my 
ow n part,  I cannot but conlidcr this circurá- 
i tance w ith  real  aftonifhmbnt. W hen  I rc?<cf  
on  the  generous charac ter  o f  d ie  Ehglifh na t i­
on, and  th e i r  w arm  a t tachm en t to the family 
o n  the  th rone ,  I ihould fuppofe it to bè a 
m a t te r  o f  u n c o m m o n  difficulty, to prevent' 
the  Heir-Apparent to the Crown, who is highly 
qualified, and  com ple te ly  am iab le  in himfelf, 
f rom  b e in g  the  idol o f  the people. Yet fo it 
is ; and  Í can trace the coklncfs o f  the public 
tow ards  the  Prince, to no  o th e r  caufe than  the 
w re tçhed  charac te r  o f t h o f e m e n ,  whole p r i ­
vate  fociety he has chcrifhed, and whofe p u b ­
lic pr inc ip les  he has adopted.

Ii it h ad  been m y  fo rtune  to be placed wit-h- 
in the circle o f  the Royal favour, and  at a pe­
r iod  fimilar to  the  p tofent,  the Prince had 
d o n e  m e  the  h o n o u r  to aft: m y confidential 
o p in io n  re fp e f t in g  his con du f t  and  defigns,
I iliould have addrdffed m y fell' to h im  in  the  
fo l low ing  m a n n e r  :

“  It is ncceflary for you r  Royal Highnefs 
“ to re ilcf t ,  th a t  princes  are n o t  e levated 

above  th e  m ix ed  n a tu re  o f  h u m an  happi- 
neis ,  and  th a t  th e r e  are  blêilîngs a llo tted  

“  to th e  low cil  elafs o f  m a n k in d  which Kings 
“  c a n n o t  poflefs. T h e  fo r tun e  which m ade  voii 

h e i r  to a g rea t  em pire ,  forbade you to have 
a friend. It is a law o f  na tu re ,  and  canno t  

,  -------  ’ , “  be
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« be v io la te d  with impunity. The princd 
“  who lo o k s  for friendihip will find a favour- 
“  ite ; and iu that favourite, perhaps, the 
« lofs of his honour, and the mifery oi his 
“  life.— They who aim at convincing you that 
“  you have a large {hare oi friends, bound to 
u  you by the ties of per foil aJ attachment, 111- 
i: fult your underftanding *, and it you believe 

them, will laugh a t  your credulity. Equali- 
w ty is the bond oi friendfhip j therefore, 
lc you dcfcend to others, you degrade ) ° y r 
Li dignity ;—'if you raife otheis to youifcil,  
“  you create a mailer, where i t  is your duty 
w and your h 2ppinefs to be iupremc. Your 
“  fpirit of  friendfhip ihould not attach itiell to 
“  an individual, but embrace a people.— Your 
“ aflfeétion ihould be capacious as your iitua- 
“  tion is elevated. T h e  m ind oi a iovereign 
“  ihould be dilated as the limits of his em pire ;  
“  nor ever fuffer itfeli to contra<5l in to  any 
“  anxious attachment to the pigmy ob je i ts  oi 
“  private regard, Your generous m ind, Sir, 
u may revolt at fuch a reprefenta tion  ; but 
“  it is the truth, and it becomes you to fubmit 
“ to your allotment.

“  Your Royal Highnefs ftands in a fituation 
“  unparalelled in the hiilory o f  princes ;— and 
“ you are called to the G overnm ent  o f  an E m - 
“  pire by a national misfortune of  which there  
“ is no example. Power approaches you in -a 
“  form which fhould greatly controul you in  
“ the exercife o f  it.— It is a po w er  tha t  may 
“  be very fhortly refumed, and therefore, w hile  
“  there is any probabili ty  o f  its re fum ption ,  
“  ihould be employed with the m oil  delicate 
“  a t ten tion  and tendernefs to the feelings o f  
‘‘ the Sovereign, w henever he fhall awake to 
‘‘ reafon and capacity.— I th ink , Sir, i f  your  

Royal Highnefs ihould make any change in
his
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« u *  M * j e s t y s  M iniite rs ,  and ihould, from 
tt his restoration to reafon, be ihortly called 

u p o n  t o  refign you r  power, you will find 
yourfe lf  m  a predicam ent that will divide 

u the. People between ridicule and commifc- 
ration. Indeed, we are no t  to fuppofe that 

^  the  malady of  tlie King will f trcngthen  his. 
nerves, and render  him  lei's fenfible than  he 
h<is ever been to infult and d ifappoin tm ent ; 
it may, therefore, be reafonably apprehend- 

“  ed, w hen  his recovery qualifies h im  to know 
^ the events which had arifen during  his un- 

happy lapfe, what his fenfations may be at 
th e  in fo rm ation ,  tha t  the  M inifters  whom  

^ he approved had been  put down, and tha t  
thofe very m en  who had been  the con tinued  

“  and in tem pera te  opponents  o f  his G overn­
m en t ,  and  w hole-public  principles and pri­
vate  characters  had long b een  the  avowed 
objects o f  his averfion, were appoin ted  to 
fucceed th em  ; his fenfations, alas ! m ay  
be  o f  fuch a po ignan t  na tu re ,  as to caufe an 

“  in i la n t  re lap ie  o f  his com pla in t ,  and afRicft 
the  n a t io n  with  the  m oil  cruel difappoint-  

ic m e n t  it has ever know n.
cc I f  your  R aya i  H ighnefs  wifhes to poffefs 

“  th e  love o f  a people, which is the  b r igh te f t  
“  jew e l  in a M o n a rc h ’s crown ;— if  it is an  
“  objeét  w ith  you  to appear  w ith  real d ign ity  
“  in  th e  eyfcs o f  fo re ign  N ations  ;— if  you look 
“  w ith  any  an x ie ty  towards the  page o f  the  
“  H if to r ian ,  which  is to co n ta in  th e  records 
“  o f  th is  im p o r ta n t  period , it becom es you to 
“  p rocecd  w ith  the  m o i l  r ig id  p recau t io n  in  
“  th e  exerc ife  o f  th a t  pow er  w ith  which Par- 
“  ( iam en t  has inver ted  you. It appears to 
“  ’m e  th a t  yo u  w ou ld  confu l t  your  hono u r ,  
“  y o u r  co m fo r t ,  and  the  happiiicfs o f  the  neo- 
;‘r ple, i f  you  w ere  to  c o n d u i t  y ou r le lf  ac~

G “  cord ing



“ cording to the principles o f  your royal fa- 
“ ther’s perfevSt mind, to a i t  as the reprefcn- 
“ tative o f  his reafon, and the finifher o f  his 
“ work. You may have perfonal predile&i- 
“ ons, but this is not a m om ent lor the  in- 
u duigence o f  them ;— nay, if the objects of 
“  your favour poffeffed the ihadow o f  m agna-  
“ nimity,— they would not accept o f  pówcr 
“ on the terms, and with the hazard that mult 
“ accompany the approaching elevation to oi 
“  fice, which it is their  com m on boaft that  you 
“  have promifed them : and i f  they had any 
“ intereil  in the profperity of  the ir  country, 
“  or any perfonal regard for your Royal High- 
“  nefs,— they would advife you as I have done.

“  His M a j e s t y ,— for I may venture  to  em- 
‘‘ ploy the idea,— left his k ingdom  in a ilate 
“ o f  encreafing profperity ; and if he ihould 
“  find it on his return, diílraóled by the vio- 
“ lence of  party broils and public difcontents, 
“  and ihould m ain ta in  his m ind  againil fuch 
u a difcovery ;— on whom, th ink  you, Sir, will 
“  he lay the blame o f  fuch things ? I f  the mi- 
“  niilers you may appoint fhould do no th ing  
“ more than  purfue the plan o f  the ir  prede- 
“ ceffors, it v/ill be confidered as an infult  to 
“  the King to have appointed them  ;— and if 
“  they ihould adopt plans of  a different, and
“  lefs beneficial nature,------ not onlv the
“ King, but the kingdom will be infulted on 
“ the occafion :— nor can I, without the grofTei! 
u flattery, augur favourably on the fub j cC u  

“ .The favourites of  your Royal Highnefs 
are not the favourites o f  the people ; and  I 
am afraid that even your patronage will not 

‘4 elevate them into public confidence ; be- 
caufe, with grief  I pronounce it, you your- 

“ felf are not popular. You, perhaps, may 
“ be informed that the public voice is with

“  you.

( 42  )



( 43  )
44 you ;— th a t  addrcffes are by no means deci- 
“  five pledges o f  na t iona l  favour, and  tha t  
u thofe which have lately been  prefen ted  to 
a  Mr. P itt, were figned chiefly by the  lowefl 
u clafifes o f  people, w hom  your M inif ters  m ay> 
“ as o th e r  M in if te rs  have done, en ti t le  th e  
“  fcum o f the Earth. But I m u il  beg your  royal 
“ permiffion to tell  you otherwise.— W h en  a 
“  falling M in i i te r  is the  m oil  popular  m an  in  

the k ingdom , his fucceifors have li t t le  to  
“  expe<ft from the  favour o f  the people ; and  
u I m ufl  beg leave to add, for your inftruc-  
“  tion, a cu linary  proverb ,— tha t  *Shen the pot 
u boils, the fcum is upper mo f t

44 Mr. F o x  rnay a t tem pt to perfuade your  
“  Royal H ighnefs  to adopt his princip les  o f  
u p o p u la r i ty :— IV  hen the people are w ith me they 
u are right, and 1 w ill cher ijh their p  at riot ifm \ but 
4 when they are againfl me, they are infatuated, and 

u it is my duty to oppofe their rnadnefs.— T h a t  fuch 
“  oppofition will  form a neceffary m eafure  in  
“ the A dm in if lra t ion  which it is expeéled  you 
<c will appoint,  I can ealily forefee ; n o r  w ill  
u the repeal o f  the Shop-tax, the  only ground 
“  w hatever  w hich  they  poilefs for popu lar ity ,  
“  ex tend  its conc il ia t ing  influence beyond  
^  fome forced i l lu m in a t io n ,— the  purchafçd  
u huzzas of W eilm in i le*  voters,-—and the  pub- 
u  lie thanks, perhaps, o f  the City Affociation.

It is an incon trover t ib le  m ax im , and  your  
adheren t  Mr. Edmund Burke will  confirm the

2 t ru th  o f  it, that ,  w hen  a M jn if le r  is d e te r ­
m ined  to hold  his place in  oppofition to the  
people, he  m u l l  govern  by th e  pow er  o f

• co r ru p t io n ;  bu t  I t ra i l ,  Sir, th a t  you  w ill  
^  never  co n ten t  to the cx tenfion  of  an  evil, 
f{ which to have c o n t r o l l e d  and  corrected, is 
r  am ong  th e  glories o f  the p re le n t  A d m in if-
: «ration.
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“ Indeed, Sir, I cannot but lament that the 

“ indifcreet councils of  your friends have 
« made vou appear to difapprove the meafure 

con'figning the King’s difordered ftate to 
“  his faithful confort’s care.— Is it poflible 
“ they can make ybu believe that there is not 
“ füfiicient in all the patronage, at home and 
“ abroad, to fatisfy the craving poverty, or 
“ impatient ambition o f  the party, as well aŝ  
‘‘ to anfwer the purpofe ot corruption, if 
“  corruption rauft be an engine o f  your go- 
<£ vernment,— without intruding upon the bc- 

coming dignity o f  the Soveieign, and vio- 
“  lating the fanduary  o f  your royal m o th e r’s
“  confolation ?

£c No common arts have been employed to 
í(’ represent the re i lr id ions  of Parliament as 
“  personal infults to you, and yo u r  Royal 
“  mind has been pcrfuaded to adopt the idea ; 
“  but, finely, your more mature  reflection 
“ will diicôver that  limitations, like laws, are 
“  made, riot againft individuals, but againil 
“ the  comm on frailties of  hum an nature. T h e  
“ A d  of Settlement is a f iring o f  l im ita tions, 
“ and Magna Charta is the fame. Nay, the 
“ cumbrous volumes of  the Statute Law, con- 
f< tain no thing but limitations in fome ihape 
u or o ther ; and King W ill iam  III. had as goo4 
“ caufe to complain o f  the Bill o f  Rights as 
“ you have to confider yourle lf  in iu l tcd  by 
“ the refolütions o f  Parliament.-— Perm it  me, 

Sir, to add, that your advifers are not your 
“  friends ;— they never were the friends o f  the 
“  afflidcd King, nôr, with all the ir  profef- 
‘‘ fions, do I believe them  to be the friends o f  
“ the people.— T hey  have b rought you into  a 
“  confeil with the M inii lcrs ,  o f  your -Father ;

■— they have co n d u d ed  it with all the  mife- 
‘l rable fpirit o f  a Borough E lec tion  ; and they

have



*

“  have caufed your repeated defeats, where it 
“  was beneath  your dignity to wifh to triumph.

. 44 I Í  you cannot at once extirpate the habits 
i4 o f  feniual indulgence, which have, done 
44 you fo m uch injury  •— if you attempt a 
44 vain refiftance to your pallions which have 
44 fo often difgraccd you ;— if you cannot live 
44 w ithout  having rccourfe to the pleáfures of  
44 in tem perance ,  let them  be enjoyed in the 
44 fecret corners  of  your palace -,— give to the 
44 world, at le aft, the ex ter io r  due to the 11a- 
“  t io u  which you occupy *— and learn, I be- 
“  feech you, Sir, to diftinguiih betw een the 
44 S ta tefm an w hom  you employ in the fervice 
u o f  your  country , and the buffoon whom 
44 you call to your  m idn ig h t  feftivities.

44 You are, at this m o m en t  in a fituation o f  
4i great perp lex ity  : by elevating  your pcrfo- 
4C nal  favourites  to im m edia te  power you will  
“  riik  m uch , and  can gain bu t  l i t t le  :— by 
4C c o n t in u in g  the m in if ters  of your royal ia- 
u ther ,  du r ing  his recoverab le  ft ate, you will 
44 rijk n o th ing ,  and gain m u c h ;—-you will gain 
4t th e  love o f  the  people, and the thanks of  
4C .the King* w hen  he Hi all poffefs the capacity 
4i to th a n k  you :— and, I ihould th ink ,  Sir, 
4C th a t  it can  be o f  no  l i t t le  confequence to 
44 fuch a m in d  as y ou r’s, w h e th e r  the  fir ft con- 
ic g ra tu la t ions  you oifer to your father, on  his 
4t r e i te r a t io n  to rca ion ,  wïll  be re tu rn ed  by 
44 xpre ihons  oi g ra t i tude  or  reproach. But 
4< w henever  a repoffeffion oi capacity fliali be 
44 declared  hopelpfs by the royal phynciAns,
4C and  P a r l ia m e n t  fhall adopt the  declaration,

— th e n ,  Sir, your  power will be entire, 
*4 an d  tho fç  pe l io n s  w ho m  you ftiall honoui 
^  w ith  y o u r  confidence w ill  na tu ra l ly  iucceec 
*£ to  the  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  the  k in g d o m  : et feh*

faufiunique f i t .— In  the  m ean  t im e, hot m< 
\  \ ^  * * * implori

< 4 5  ) '
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tl implore your Royal Highnefs to beware o f  
“  any change ; hold yourfclf in the dignity o f  

.—-the ad ans of  the country a*c 
u well adminftered, and, if  thofe men v.nom 

you wiih to bring into power wcxe mticu 
“  better than they arc, an alteration o f  mi-, 
“  niilerial arrangement, at this cri.fis, would 
“  be a difadvantage to the kingdom, and 
u might prove a ierious fource oi mortification. 
“  to yourfelf. Permit me, Sir, in concluding, 
“ to offer to the recollection of  your Royal 
“  Highnefs the epitaph o f  the Italian v a k tu -  
<£ dinarian. Stavo bene— ma per Jiar jnegho—-Jio 
“  qui— I was well— I would be better— and
“  here I lie.”

Such, my friend, would be the fentiments 
Ï fhould deliver on fuch an occafion— and, in 
fo doing, I ihould perform the duty o f  a faith­
ful fubjedt and a good citizen : but I muft now 
beg leave to quit the character which I have 
aflumed, and to re turn  to that which, I truft, 
will accompany me to the end o f  m y days—< 
for, till then, 1 ihall be, with the  grcate il  
truth,

[•

Your moft fin cere friend, &c.
‘ \ r  I


