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R E P O R T .

B y the Lords Committees appointed 

to examine -the Phyiicians who 

have attended His Majefty 

during his illnefs, touching the 

ilate of His M ajefty’ s health,

O R D E R E D  T O  R E P O R T ,

T h a t  the Committee have met, and exa
mined the feveral Phyiicians who were fworn 
for that purpoie at your Lordihips Bar ; and 
the evidence given by them before the iaid 
Committee was as follows :

D oftor F R A N C IS  W I L L I S  called in and
examined.

Y o u  are defired to acquaint the Committee, 
whether the ilate o f His Majefty’ s health is 
fuch as to render him  incapable o f coming in 
perfon to his Parliament, or o f attending to any 
kind o f public buiinefs ?

Certainly not capable.
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W hat are the hopes you entertain of His
Majefly’s recovery ?

I f  it was any common perfon, I ihonld 
icarce doubt of his recovery; I have great hopes 
o f His Majeity’s recovery ; but I am afraid it 
may be retarded by his recollection of his pre- 
fent indifpofition.

Can you form any judgement or probable 

conjecture of the duration of His Majeity’ s ill-

nefs ?
I cannot ; either judgement or conjecture.

Is His Majeity’s recovery more probable or

not ? . ^  /  jy
A  great deal more probable.

W hat degree of experience has Dr. W illis 
had himfelf, or does he know others to have 
had, in this particular fpecies of diforder ?

I have had a great deal for twenty-eight or 
twenty-nine years.

Have you considered this kind of diforder 
under which the King labours- as liable to be 
claflèd under different fpecies ?

In my anfwer to that, I am apprehenfive it 
would defcribe the fort of diforder more than 
your Lordihips would chufe : His Majefty’s 
indiipofition is attended with iymptoms of vio

lence
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lence and acutenefs. Another fpecies of this 
indifpofition is attended with lownefs of fpirits 
and defpair ; the latter o f which is the moft 
difficult to be cured.

W hether the diforder is not o f a different 
fpecies when occafioned by external caufes, or 
w hen it is not to be traced back to fuch 
caufes ?

W e  muft judge o f the fpecies o f a dilorder 
by the fymptoms : but when w e know the 
caufe is from a blow, from • exceffes o f any 
kind, from fudden frights, from watching, 
from too great attention to bufinefs, or any fud
den misfortune, the cure w ill be brought about, 
in all probability, by an attention to what we 
judge to be the caufe.

Have you taken fuch obfervation o f His Ma
jefty ’ s illnefs, as to trace it to any o f thefe 
caufes ?

I have attended His M ajefty fo fhort a time 
I can only form a guefs, or hazard an opinion; 
from what I am told o f His M ajefty’ s mode of 
life, therefore I would not have your Lord- 
fhips imagine I prefume to give it as a pofitive 
opinion : but from a detail o f His Majefty’ s 
mode o f life for twenty-feven years, 1 ihould 
rather think that His M ajefty’ s indifpofition

has
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has been brought about by ufing very ftrong ex- 
ercife, taking little fuftenance, watching, or 
want o f ileep, perhaps when his mind was up
on the ilretch with very w eighty affairs ; and 
I am the more inclined to think I may guefs 

right, becaufe the medicines that were to meet 

with fuch caufes, which were ordered on Sun

day laft, have had the effeit that I could w iih .

Have any favourable iymptoms o f convalef- 
cence taken place lince you attended ?

His M ajefty’ s nerves are lefs irritable, w hich 
mull; precede convalefcence.

Do you regard that as a favourable fymp- 
tom ?

Y e s . ' " - : " ^ S *
%

W hether any actual ceflation o f the diforder 
has obtained fince you attended the K ing ?

His M ajefty is much calmer, eats and 

drinks, takes medicines, and goes to bed 
quietly.

I
D o you confide!- that, or any other fym p-

toms you have obierved, as a ceflation o f his 
diforder ?

As a partial, not a total ceiiation.

H ow  long have you attended His M aieily ?

From
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From  F riday morning laft, at about ten or 
eleven o’clock.

H ow  loon have patients under your care, 
affedted with a fimilar diforder, ufually reco
vered ?

I f  I am called in within three months, from 
three months to fifteen or eighteen months : 
fometimes they recovered much fooner than 
three months, two months, fix weeks, or one 
month :— I have had fome two years under 
m y care and recovered afterwards. I cannot 
prefume to form any opinion as to the time.

W h at do you underftand by recovery ?
T o  be perfectly w ell and fit for bufinefs in 

all refpects, as he was before.

D o  you make any diilindtion betwixt com
plete and temporary recovery ?

A s complete a recovery as if it was from 
an ague, fever, or cold, with proper attention 
to his mode o f life.

In the courie o f your experience has it hap
pened thatperfons recovered by you have come 
•a fécond time under your care ?

T h e y  have : but I do not think that they are 
more likely to relapie into fuch an indifpofi- 
tion, than any one is into a violent fever.

Whether»
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W hether, when you have fent a perfon out
as cured, and that perfon returns under your 
care again, you coniider that as a new diforder,

or a relapfe ?
I f  a long time intervenes, I coniider it as a

new dilorder.

W hat do you call a long time ?
Three or four years.

Whether ihort of that, you look upon it as 

a reiapfe or a cure ?
If it was within a year, I ihould call it a re

lapfe.

W ithin what time, as near as you can recol
lect, the majority of patients difmifled by you 
as cured, whom you fay have returned again 
under your care, have returned ?

I have had them return from one to eisrh-O
teen years, but cannot fpeak as to majorities.

Do£tor R IC H A R D  W A R R E N  called in and
examined.

You are defired to acquaint this Committee* 
whether the ftate of His Majeity’s health is 
fuch as to render him incapable o f coming to 
his Parliament, or of attending to any kind o f 
public bufinefs ?

Incapable,
I W hat
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ATW ^ aî arC thC hopCS you entertain o f His 
M ajefty’s recovery ?

T h e  hopes muft be determined by the pro
bability o f cure, And that can be judged of 
only by what has happened to others; by

'  1 find that the majority o f thofe who
have been difordered in a manner fimilar to 
H is Majefty, have recovered : but I do not 
mean by the word “  fimilar,”  His Majefty’s
particular diforder, but that diforder in ae.  
lierai. °

Can you infer from thence, that it is more 
probable that His M ajefty w ill or w ill not re
cover ?

T h a t it is more probable that he w ill re
cover. •

Does D r. W arren apply this to the particu
lar cafe o f His M ajefty, or to cafes in 
lierai ?

T o  cafes in general.
/

Can you form aiiy judgement, or probable 
conje&ure, o f the duration o f His M ajefty’ s 
illnefs ?

N o.

B  W hether,
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Whether, fo far as experience enables Dr. 
Warren to judge of His Majefty’s diforder, he 
thinks it more probable that His Majefty w ill 
or will n o t recover, fo as to render him capa

ble of public bufinefs ?
I have no data liifficient to ground an an-

iwer upon this queftion.

Whether there has been any ceilation of 
His Majefty’s diforder fince you attended

him ?
No. I  )

0

Are there any figns of a returning under-

ftanding ?
' No.

Since you was examined lafl at the Privy 
Council, have there been any more favourable 
iymptoms of His Majefty’s recovery ?

There are no fymptoms of this diforder, 
but the iingle one of want of underftanding. 
The words and the actions o f perfons under 
this diforder are accidental, and depend upon 
the difference of the perfons themfelves. A  
man that has a variety of ideas, w ill talk and 
act very differently from one who has fewer 
ideas, or has led a different courfe o f life :

His



c «I. ]

His woids and actions w ill be determined bv 
the peculiarity o f the man, and not by the 
diftemper. Under this explanation the iymp- 
toms are more favourable.

Is the probability o f His Majefty’ s recovery 
o f his understanding varied or afFcdted any 
w ay by the actual duration o f his illnefs ?

T h e  probability o f cure diminiihes as the 
time o f the diforder lengthens.

Has this diforder continued fo long, as to 
enable you, from thence, to pronounce upon 
the probability o f his recovery ?

N o . '

H ow  long have you attended His Majefty ?
I faw him  fir it on the feventh o f Novem 

ber.
t

W hether there has been any difference o f 
opinion amongit the phyficians, as to the na
ture o f the cafe ?

It has been the cuitom o f His Majefty’ s 
phyficians, from the day that I went firft to 
W indfor, to put down in w riting a deicrip- 
tion o f the ftate of His M ajefty’ s health every 

evening, and for each o f them to fign the
B  2 paper ;



paper; By which it will appear that there 
never was any difference of opinion among the 
phyficians, with refpeâ: to the cafe as it is put. 
This Was continued daily till His Majefty cams 

to Kew.

» _

Sir G E O R G E  B A K E R  called in and
examined.

You are defired to acquaint this Committee, 
whether the ftate of His Majefty’s health is 
fuch as to render him incapable of coming in. 
perfon to his Parliament, or o f attending to 
any kind of public bufinefs ?

The ftate of His Majefty’s health is fuch 
as to render him incapable of any public bu
finefs.

W hat are the hopes you entertain of His 
Majefty’s recovery ?

The hopes I entertain of His Majefty’s re
covery are founded upon an idea of its being 
probable. That idea of probability is fug- 
gefted to me by paft experience, as well ori
ginal as that of other phyficians, in cafes fimi- 
lar to that of His Majefty.

»
I  « i Can
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Can you form any judgement, or probable 
conjecture, o f the duration of His Majefty Y  
illnefs ?

I can form no judgement, or probable con
jecture, o f the deration o f his diforder.

Has there been any ceflation o f the diforder 
fince you firft attended His Majefty ?

There was a ceflation o f the diforder fince 
fn y firil fufpicion,

A t what period did you firft fufpeCt the na
ture o f his diforder ?

In the evening o f W ednefday, October the 
22d laft.

W h at length o f time did that ceflation con
tinue ?

I conceived the fufpicion that evening ; and 
the next morning, when I vifited His Majefty 
very early, he appeared to me to be perfectly 
w ell. O n the Monday following I faw His 
.Majefty at W indfor, and then faw more figns 
p f the diforder.

Has there been any ceflation fince Monday, 
OCtober the 27 th ?

None.
%

At
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A t this period o f time do you fee any figns 

o f  a returning underftanding ?

I fee none.

‘ D id you fee His M ajefty between the 23d 

and the '27th o f Ofkober ?

I faw His M ajefty on the 24th and 25th o f  

Odtober, and I faw him again on the 27th, 

when he had a degree o f his prefent diiorder, 

but in nothing like the ftate in w hich  it hag 

appeared iince.

Had His M ajefty been afflicted w ith  any 

bodily dilorder immediately preceding the 22d 

o f October ?

On the 17th o f October His M ajefty was 

attacked by a diforder in w hich I had once be

fore feen his Majefty, and to w hich I under

ftand he had been very fubject : T h a t difor

der I conceive to be biliary concretions in the 

gall duit.

\

H ow  long did he continue in that illnefs ?

It lafted the greateft part o f the 1 7 th.

D id it laft any longer, or did it take a dif
ferent turn ?

It



It returned twice on Monday and Tuefday 
follow ing; on Monday it was not fo fevere, 
and went o ff very foon ; on Tuefday it was 
very trifling.

Is it your opinion that His Majefty’ s prefent 
malady has been caufed by, or has any ge
lation to his previous diforder ?

It is not m y opinion that His Majefty’ s pre
fent malady has any relation to his previous 
diforder.

Had not his M ajefty a raih previous to F ri
day the 24th o f October ?

O n  Friday, October the 17th, in the courfc 
o f  that day, it was mentioned to me that His Ma
je fty  had had a raih, and upon that account his 
ikin was examined, and there did appear fome 
marks o f there having been a raih, which had 
fpent itfelf.

Have not you heard that His Majefty, dur

ing the time that the raih was upon him, wet 
his feet and fat in w et ftockings ?

I was informed that on Thurfday the 1 6th 
H is M ajefty rofe very early and walked more, 
than four hours ; and afterwards went to St.

James’ s
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James’s without having ahanged his ftockirigs,' 

which Were very wet.

Did not you underihmd ihe raih. had been 
checked by his Majeily having fat in wet- 
ilockings ?

It was fo imagined.

B y whom ?
By fome in the family.

Can you fay that a raih fo checked may not 
have been the occafion of His Majefly’s pre
fent diforder?

I can only fay that it is not m y opinion ; 
for I conceive that if  His Majefty’s prefent 
malady is fuppofed to be occafioned by- the 
checking of the raih, the effeót would have 
followed the caufe more immediately.

hether His Majefty’s legs fwelled after it 
was imagined the raih was checked ?

The 18 th o f O&ober the left foot was a 
little inflamed, and in confequence fwelled ; 
afterwards the right foot.

Did the iwelling of the legs go off upon 
the prefent diforder coming on ?

It had gone off before the prefent diforder.

How

c 16 ]
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H ow long before ?
About two days.

W ere both the K ing’s feet without fwelling 
on the 24th ?

I think he left ofï both his great ihoes on 
the 23d : He was lame and in pain in the 
mufcles o f his Jegs with the rheymatiim on 
the 24th ?

In what degree was he difordered on the 
24th ?

He had had a reftlefs night on theThurfday ; 
and when I faw His Majefty on Friday morn
ing, he was low  fpirited, and complained much 
o f  the neceffi ty o f going to the levee. H e 
complained all along o f pains in the mufcles 
o f his thighs and legs, as he does alfo at pre- 
lent.

Have thofe pains in his thighs continued all 
along ?

From  the beginning.

Have thofe pains any relation to His Ma-, 
jefty’ s prefent illnefs ?

I think not,

Ç
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W as it your opinion that the rafh was

ftruck in ?
It is not my opinion, ,

Sir LU C A S P E P Y S  called in and examined.

You are deiired to acquaint this Committee, 
whether the ftate of His Majefty’s health is 
fuch as to render him incapable of coming in 
perfon to his Parliament, or of attending to 
any kind o f  public buiinefs ?

Certainly is incapable.

W hat are the hopes you entertain of His 
Majeily’s recovery ?

The hopes of His Majefty’s recovery arife 
from the general confederation, that the majo
rity of thofe afflióted with the fame or iimilar 
diforder under which His Majefty now labours, 
do recover.

Can you form any judgement or probable 
conjedture of the duration of His Majefty’s 
illnefs ?

I can form no fuch conjecture.



Is His Majefty at times compofed and 
quiet ?

Frequently is.

Does his difordei1 ábate during thdfe pe-
hods ? . ! V

N ot in the leaft.

C »9 }

Doctor H E N R Y  R E V E L L  R E Y N O L D S
called in and examined.

^ oU are deiired to acquaint this Committee 
whether the ftate o f His M ajefty’ s health ia 
fuch as to render him  incapable o f coming in 
perfon to his Parliament, or o f attending to 
any kind o f public buiinefs ?

His M ajefty is incapable o f  attending to any 
public buiinefs.

W h a t are the hopes you entertain o f His 
M ajefty’ s recovery ?

I  think there are well-founded hopes o f His 
M ajefty’ s recovery.

Can you form any judgem ent or probable 
conjecture o f  the duration o f His Majefty’ s ill- 
nefs ?

N o  ; I cannot.
C  2
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Upon what do you found your hopes of

His Majefty’ s recovery ?
Upon general experience; as the greater

number o f  thofe afflided with the fame ma

lady with His Majefty generally recover.

D oftor A N T H O N Y  A D D I N G T O N  called

in and examined.
BE \

• You are defired to acquaint this Committee, 

whether the ftate o f His M ajefty’s health is 

fuch, as to render him incapable o f coming in 

perfon to his' Parliament, or o f attending to 

any kind o f public buiinefs ?
I have not feen His M ajefty this w eek paft ; 

but at that time he was certainly^,incapable o f  

attending Parliament, or doing any public 

buiinefs.

W h at are the hopes you entertain o f H is 

Majefty’s recovery ?
I have very great hopes o f His M ajefty’ s re

covery.

Upon what foundation do you build thofe 

hopes ?

I never



1 never yet have heard that His Majefty has 
had any diforder whatever, from which I could 
infer that he could not recover ; and by reco- 
very, I mean fo as to be able to attend his Par
liament, and attend any other bufmefs as well 
as ever he did ; but I think there are hopes in 
m y mind, from fome circumftanees that I had 
not taken notice o f before. I never heard that 
His Majefty was melancholy previous to his 
prefent indifpofition ; and I do not recolleit an 
inftance o f any patient who required a longer 
time to be perfectly cured dian one year, who 
had not laboured under a pretty long and very 
confiderable melancholy previous to his con
finement.

Can you form any probable judgement of 
the duration o f His Majefty’ s diforder ?

1 cannot.

In what time have thefe diforders generally 
been cured ?

It has been m y good fortune to fee none 
w ho have not been cured within a year ; fome- 
times in four months from the time they came 
under m y care, utilefs they were deemed incu
rable by the beft judges before they were fent 

to m y houfe.
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Is it vour opinion, that all diforders o f thé 
mind, not preceded by melancholy, have been 
cured within the year ?

All the diforders within my pra&ice, except 
as before, have been cured within the year ; 
and I ihould think that fuch diforders would 
be curable within the year, ünlefs they pro
ceeded from fome immoveable caufe, fuch as 
the enlargement of the bone preiiing upon the 
fenforium, or other limilar caufes.

Doctor T H O M A S G ISBU R N E called in
and examined.

1 ou are defired to acquaint this Committee, 
whether the ftate of His Majefty’s health is 
fuch as to render him incapable o f coming in 
perion to his Parliament, or of attending to any 
kind of public buiinefs ?

I think him abioiutely incapable*

W hat are the hopes you entertain o f His
Majefty’s recovery ?

As thoie in fimilar circumftances have often 
recovered, I hope His Alajeily will.

Has a majority of them recovered ?
They have.

[ 22 ]
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Can you form any judgement, or probable 
conjecture, o f the duration o f His Majefty’s 
illnefs? S '

I think that cannot be afcertained.

Q j
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cntertainingiHiilory, fortheUfe of Children

New Booh frittu d  fo r  John Stockdale.

I. s. d .
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N ew  Books printed fo r  John Stockclalc,

/. (X%
o f  both Sexes. Tranilated from the F rench.
Embelliihed with thirty-two bcautifulCuts, 
each C u t the Size o f  the Page. In four 
Volum es i2mo. —  O 6 O

A  Sketch o f  Univerfal H ii lo r y ;  to which is 
added, a brief Chronology o f  the moil re
markable Events in the H iilory o f  England.
Embellifhed with thirty-fix Heads of the 
Kings,from Egbert to George l i t .  inclufive, o I 6 

T h e  H iilory  of'Three Brothers ; to which are 
added, G ray’s Elegy, Pope’s Univerfal 
Prayer, and the H iilory  o f John Gilpin : 
embelliihed with five beautiful Cuts, 0 0 6

T h e  H iilory o f a School-boy, with otherPieces. o I O 
1  he Children’s M ifcellany, containing the 

H iilo ry  o f  L ittle  Jack, by the A uthor o f
Sandford and M erton, ------  ' o 3 a

Sele6l Stories, by M . Berquin ------  0 2 6
T he Children’s Friend, by M . Berquin, com

plete in 4  vols. ------  —  o 3 o
L ’ A m i des Enfans, par M .  Berquin, com

plete in 4 vols, with Frontifpieces, o 10 O
T h e  H iilo ry  o f L ittle  Jack, by the A uthor o f

Sandford and M erton, with 22 Cuts, o  1 O
T h e  Friend o f  Y o u th ,  tranflated from the

French of M .  Berquin, complete in 2 vols. 0 5 c  
D a y ’s H iilo ry  o f  Sandford and M erton, 2 vols.
. i2m o. --------- - ------  —  0 6 c

_______________________________ tranf
lated by M .  Berquin, 2 vols. i2mo.______ o 6

Scott’s M em oirs of.the M o g u l  Empire, 0 4 0
Haftings’s State o f  India, -------- - ^ 0 2 0
M a jo r  Scott’s Obfervations on M r .  Sheridan s

Statement o f  India Bills, ——  0 3 0
H ailin e ’s Narrative o f  the íniurreótion at Be-
^ ares, 4to. ---------7 0 1 2  c

N e w  Heraldry in M iniature, fewed, o 2 t
Short Account of the Prince of W ales s Ifland,

w ith a  V i e w  of Captain Trapaud, fewed, o 2 (
De Lolme’s Eflay on an Union with Ireland,

_____ * ------  o 3
Sir G ilbert E llio t’ s Charges againil Sir Elijah

Impey ------- °  ^

o



A  Treatife on the Culture of the Pine Apple,and the 
Management of the Hot Houfe, &c. by \Villiám 
Speechly, 8vo. il. .is.

The Hiflory of the Turkiih or Ottoman Empire, 
from the Foundation in 1300. By: A . Hawkins, Efq.

• 4 vols. 8vo. il.  6s.
Remarks on the favourite Ballet o f  Cupid and 

Pfyche, &c. By the Rev. M r. Nares. is. 6d.
Obfervations on the Three laft Volumes of the R o

man Hiftory. By Edward Gibbon, Efq- is. 6d.
A  Letter to Arthur Young, Efq. on the Exportation 

o f  Wool, by Thomas Day, Efq. is.
The Hiftory and Practice of Aeroftatidrr. Bÿ T .  Ca~ 

vallo, Efq. F. R. S. 6s,
The Hiftory of Greenland. By David Crantz, 2 vols, 

i os.
The Hiftory of the Brethren. By D.CrmtzU Tranf- 

Iated by the Rev. B. Latrobe. 6s. 6d.
Spangenberg’s Chriftian Doótrine. Tranflated by 

B. Latrobe. 5s.
Natural Curioiities of Maîham, in Craven, Y o rk - ’ 

lliire. By Thomas Hurtley. 5 s.
T he Works of the late I). John Jebb. By John 

Difney, D. D . F. S. A . 3 vofs. 8vo. i l .  is.
A n  EfTay on Trade. By Joiiah Tucker, D. D . 2s. » 
The London Calendar for 1789, 2s. W ith  an A l 

manack, 2s. 9c]. Or, complete, including the Bengal 
Calendar, 5s. 6d. bound.

7 he Bengal Calendar for the Year 1789 : including 
a Lift of the Hon. and Lnited Eaft-India Company’ » 
Civil and Military Servants on the Bengal Eftablifh- 
ment, &c. including alfo thofe at Madras, Bombay, 
Fort Marlborough, China, and St. Helena, is. 6d. 
fewed in Marble Paper.

A  Letter from a Gentleman on board an Indiaman 
to his F riend in London, g iv in g  an Account o f  the 
Ifland of Johanna, is»
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