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ADVERTISEMENT dr the EDITOR.

A great part of the following pages have already appcarcd
in the GAZETTEER oﬁDocemher 11,

The channel of a new{paper bemg the mof{ public, was
ﬁought the pmpereﬁ;;for cxtendmg information on/a
fubje& which it behov;d every man to confider. Thofe
papers, however, are difperfed ; and at the requeﬂ of
-many perfons.who have enquised for them ia vain, the.
wholé is now rcprmtcd
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I T file priv i]ege df an Enghfhman to en-
quife freely dnto, and gwc his "opinion on
publi¢ aﬁ'au‘s ; ‘and if;, on a‘n}' important occafion;
he can éon“tnbute to enlightén or inform his fel>
low citizens, it then becomes' his dury. If hé
writes with moderariofi, the oderate will not con!
demn; if with' lmp...rﬁal??j, the ¢andid W1H ap-
prove. "Tf neithef Hi¢' labors‘are' venal; ‘nor his
defign fa&i‘ous, ke wm receive’ t‘he m&ulgence,
and” QEi'h![ps, the f.hatﬂ:s of the public:” #7 a

That the. queﬁxon now acmared is of fufficient
1mportance ‘to E)tmte ﬂfe 'fntcre{’f and ‘thit 'the
difference’ of’ Oplmon npon it is confiderable
cnough t? Fovdke the enq‘niry of every man who
loves his country, w'll fxardly be ‘denied.’ The
queftion 4t iffie s rd 1efdl than thi Wl the

Parliament, by appointing a Regent, violate, or, will

they, by negleing to do it, betray the Conflitution?
' If,
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¢ on B bie B S Attempt to Wipis the
privilege of Parliament thould be refifted by every
friend of liberty, fo on the other, let it”be re-
mcmbered that if their power isimcreafed beyond
its proper bounds, the Conftitution W ill be in no
lefs danger ; and this fhould be more particularly
guarded agamﬁ becaufe it is lefs liable to fuf-
picion. The effefts of a barefaced prerogative,
fays a celebrated author, are not the moft danger-
ous to liberty, for this- jreafon ;. becaufc they are
open; becaufe the; alarm they. give is commonly
greater, than the prog;:efs thcy make. . -The moft
dangerous attacks on_liberty, are thofc Wthh are
made in dlfgm(c : whcn powers are glven under
pretence of fome.urgent neceffity, popular per-
haps, at firft, but fuch as ought not to be ad-
mitted as- hwful or 'drawn, Into prccedent

Parliament bas. an abfolurc, but it 1s a dele-
gated truft. For the people they a&,, and by
them-are judged. If the following pages fhould
be found to carry conn&non to any_ of thofe whofe
vmce i3,to decide  in thc natlonal counc1l or.to
aﬂiﬁ the. people in forrmng a_juft JUdgment of
their reprefentatives, the author will have ob-
tamed 3&“% his objeﬂ‘. and hzs reward

il
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'IN ‘the y,gmous dlfgthﬂpns to whleh ﬁu
,ﬁgu.z}uqﬂ of the §<a;» greign has glm
Dcepﬁcgﬂ it feems th.eltl fome effential, points
have been’ elther entirely necrlcé’ced or;not
fiated. with :fufficient accuracy. ucl\ re-
fg:en.qe;has beﬁm had to prm,dezzts in a great
meafux:eprrp}evan‘t. aufi much has_been de-
q]au,ngd oguythg qpfdz NEY of the Prmces
being Regent; but 1 doubt whethu“ the
queftion. 0f mere Tight has been fuﬂicxent]y
nveftigatel.

p 11.,31511 ﬁ.rgg,}y Perfuaded that every paﬂ"'ige
in oux “hiffory, which could be quoted as
?“?J@'E?‘}&ltf‘ the prefent tlle, “would tend
g, corroh ate t he dofﬁnne which Idoubt‘

ot to. m3 n 3 hut 1 wlfh to renounce th;
‘ al

' r‘\ .',._
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aid of every conclufion” drawr from that
fource. The rights both of the king and
the people ftand now on a dlfferent bafis
than they did before the'reydlutipriand re-
ference to precedents prior to that event, is
neither fafe nor conclufive.

That onany knownrineapacity of the So-
vereign, the regal power muft be lodged
fomewhere, is, 1 believe, denied by none:
but Where, in fuch a cafe, it does refide, or
where it ought to be placed, is the queftion
to be'determined, and which may Be ﬁated
perhaps more correé’cly thus : - ind

« Whether on any eﬂabhfhed mcapacrty of
the king, does the fsrerogatwe défeend imi-
mediately to the heir “apparent,; ‘ht* J13«'mg
under no dlfquahﬁca%io‘n or, dods 1t acerue
to the Parharnent - A d e 8

" In'the firft cafe, as'fooh as ‘thé kmg s~iri4
capacity is_declared, the prince becomes: de
Jure Regént W1th the fame pdwers with
which t’He km was ‘invefted ; and i ‘the
Jecond, it hés thh the Houfes o Parliament
to appomt Regent w%xom t’hEy l‘ekfe, and
wﬁh what powers i:hey tl’;lnk per, o

Now
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Now if there be no exprefs law or eftab-.
]i-fhed C-.uftpm wher_eby to anfwer this que(*
tion, I prefume it will not be denied, that it
can only be determined by the general fpirit
of the Conftitution, and the evident welfare-and
Jafety of the country ; and if from thefe fources .
diré¢t and unqueftionable conclufions can
be drawn, [ fhall not hefitate to lay down
fuch a decifion, as no lefs incontrovertible
than if the cafe had been prov‘ided' for by:
{pecific law, and reiterated precedent.

There is not a_principle more diftinétly |
eftablifhed by our conftitution, or more ef-
fential to the exiftence of it, than this, ¢ that
each of the three eftates has its inherent
rights, independent of each other, and whicly
ean neither be altered nor confounded.”
This divifion of power, thefe privileges fo
accurately ‘diftinguifhed, and {o nicely ba-
lanced ‘by ‘the wifdom of our forefathers,
form the'very eflence of our-conftitution ;
and ifany part of the three which compole
m#’g’bverhme?m‘{hould at any time invade
the rights, or exereife the powers of the

other
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' other, from that moment the Conftitiition is.
changed.

1 am well aware that this was the cafe at
the Revolution, when the prerogative was
affned by the Convention Parliament. But
is it not for this very reafon that we ‘call it
a Revolution? thereby exprefling that the
old conftitution was then dene away, and.
a new one eftablifhed. The neeeffity of the
cafe, proclaimed by the nation at large,
juftified the meafure. To. provide for the
fecurity of religious and civil liberty is an
aCt of neceflity to a free people ; and if not
maintained on this ground o{ neeeflity, the
Revolution was a. work ef mjuﬁ;ice and
treafon. - B

Thofe who ecentend that Parliament 1s
eompetent to appoint a Regent on the pre-
fent occaflion; will now be reduced to the
neceflity- of either denying the principle
which I have laid down as fundamental in
the Cenflitution ; or they will, be required
to prove that a neeeflity now emﬁs, which,
ean ]u{hfy what that Conftitution does not;
wllow, viz. that the two eftates_fhould affume the

rights
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rights of -the third. 'The former; I think,

they will not be inclined to do ; and if they

chufe the latter alternative, I {hall,aik, on

what femblance of foundation {uch. a-necef-

fity is alledged > And let the man who -is
hardy enough to affert that it does, exift, be

prepared to f{ayalfo, that t/.zgr;e. g.gjj/zs at the

prefent, moment the necelfity of a Ré;zznluti-an.' Or

let him, when the Houfes of Parliament
haye appointed a Regent, and confequently

muft have had in themfelves firt the power

which they. beftowed, let him fhew why the

event of the prefent day.is lefs a Revolution

than that of a hundred years fince. James,

by his abdication, was morally difqualified

as king ; his prefent M—y, by a phyfical

caufe, is no lefs incapaciated from governing:

the  abdication being voluntary, was final;

the prefent -calamity is dependant on_the

will of God, and may ceale.. In the former

cafe, the prerogative .was. aflumed by the

convention, and conferred on king William:

1a-the . prefent, cafe, if affumed at all, no
matter on whom itis befiowed ; the act of

affamption conflitutes a revolution.
B But
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A 'Bﬁt 13t is faid, “« If Parliament appo?uf the
Prince Reorent with undiminithed power, 13
not this the fame as if they merely recog-
nize him fuch ?” By no means. ‘Arright of
appointment implies a right of choice; and
the moment the right of appointment is
limited to one object, the“inherent right of
that perfon is admitted. To deny this,
would be to difputé about words ; nor {hall
I ufe any ceremony in concluding, that who-
ever maintains the right of Parliament to
appeint, equally conténds that they may
appoint whom they pleafe. 1 have nothing
to do with what might be the expediency
of fuch a meafure ; but as a matter of right
“they may appoint themfelves Regents, and
thus compleatly annihilate the third eftate.
~ Other cafes may be imagined, in" con-
‘fequence of this-doctrine, not only of incon-
venience and danger to the ftate, but of
‘_foleéifm and confufion. ‘T -am at liberty to

'fuppofe the Minifter for the time being appointed ‘
“Regent. " He would ftand in a fituation ab-
Jolutely ho{hle to the conftitution of a king

- being
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being. his own minifter. The « King can
never die; the prerogative can never be
diminithed,” fays the Conftitution. .1t muft
then be lodged entire fomewhere. Where
‘is it lodged ? In the hands of a Regent,. But
one part of the prerogative is, that the King
can do no. wrong. Then the Regent can
do no wrong. But the Regent is munifter,
and his meafures, fhielded by this principle
of the conftitution from enquiry or cenfure,
he may hold the power, and execute all
the fundtions of government, without re-
{ponfibility. e
Let: me fuppole another cafe, and who
{hall fay that it is even an improbable, one.
The Irith Parliament is independent of the
Englith Parliament ; but their conftitutions
are the fame: and if the Parliament of Eng-
land has a right to appoint Regent, the
Irifh Parliament has.an equal right, and
different Regents may exift in the two king-
dom&_&t the. fame time. 1 alk, by what tie
_ the nations will ez be united ? The Par-
Jiaments areindependent; and the Regents
- B .$usiw sidubinriot BT
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00 lefs fo; each ufing his prerogative, may
involve the fubje¢ts of one Sovereign in hof=
tilities with one another, which could hardly
‘be called a civil war. To fay that things
will net happen, is no anfwer. It isfufficient
to me that they are poffible ; for when in
philofophy or politics, a {yftemcarried to
any extent involves you in abfurdity and
contradiction, its foundation muft be in error
and infecurity. — H 100, )
- Another principle of our conftitition, and
indeed of every conftitution, is this, « That
in all cafes not efpecially provided for; that
courfe fhould be held, and that do@rine
maintained, by which it incurs ‘the leaft
chance of being altered or deftroyed.” 'This
principle, perhaps, never promulgated, be-
caufe it is inherent in the nature of every
human eftablifhment, is' decifivé on the
prefent -occafion. For if the fafety of our
conflitution confifts in the nice equipoife of
power int each of its-three parts; its chicfeft
danger muft be when a greater power is
fgﬁed‘in any ; and will the prerogative be
moft formidable when lodged in the hands
- of
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of the Heir-Apparent, who had none before,
or when united with the power already-ex-
ifting in the other branches of the leglf-
lature ? :

- Many firong arguments to conﬂrrn this
righit of the Heir Apparent, might be'de-
rived from the natural defcent of an here-
ditary office, to which the prerogative bears
the neareft analogy.—Whenever: a tem-
porary ‘or permanent caufe difqualifies the
holder of fuch an office; T believe that the
laws andicuftoms of every country preferibe,
that its fian&ions and power fhould devolve
immediately to the Heir, who would ‘have
fizceeeded in café of his demife.  And I am
fure that all the prmciples of right, from
which ' this rule isderived, apply more
firongly  to the regal power than to an)c
éther e

. Butwe ‘want not the ald of thefe ﬁrong
grom"lds? : | ' I3
i+ Unlefs the fpmt of our conﬁxtuuon admits
the tights ‘of its three e{’tates to bﬁ’ con~
mum%éd whﬂmﬁt mne{ﬁty

3!

L‘. nleas,
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Unlefs a fyftem which involves contradic-
tion, and creates confufion, is preferable to
a {y{tem of harmony and order ; ,

Unlefs the danger of the Conftitution is

better than its fafety ; - .
- 'Or, unlefs the circumftances of the pre-
fent junéture juftify a fubverfion of the go-
vernment, and create the neceﬂi'by of a re=-
volution ; ' “

We are authorifed to conclude, that from
the moment that the incapacity of the Sovereign
to govern is eftablifbed by “confiitutional enquiry,
from that moment, the ' Heir Apparent,:lying
under no difqualification, is de jure Regent of
thefe kingdoms, with all the powers of the pre-
rogative undiminifbed, 54"

Til T hear thefe arguments refuted, or
thefe facts difproved, I think it unneceffary
to confider the {ubject in any other view: I
‘either enquire whether from the charaer
of thofe, who propofe fuch a meafure; there
is any particular temptation to recede from
that path which the conftittition has pre-
fcribed 5 nor fhall 1 indulge in reviewing the
character of him whofe fubjets we are, and

ought
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ought to be, till the hand of God {hall re-
move from the K—g that calamity which
renders him incapable to govern. “The beft
merited panegyric of the Heir Apparent
would at this moment be ufelefs; and per=
haps at this only moment of his life it might
be unfeafonable. For as the worft repu-
tation could not diminifh his right, fo the
moft amiable qualities cannot increafe it.
Yet may thofe who know him be permitted
to congratulate their country, that Heaven
has provided the only adequate alleviation
of the prefént calamity in the virtues of the
Heir Apparent.. Hitherto it has only been
for a few to feel in what an irrefiftable
manner he never fails to attach thofe who
know him ;“but the time is come when pa-
negyric will be as unneceflary as it is 1n-
adequate ; when his character unfolded to
the nation will {hew, that if he has not been
every where idolized, it is becaufe he could
not be univerfally known : when his friend$
will find their boldeit promifes outdone, and
theii: warmeft wifhes more than gratiﬁed.
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