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AS you were pleafed to exprefs your opinion,
: that fome obfervations on the prefent crifis,
urged in our converfation of yefterday, were not
deftitute of weight, T fhall make no apology for
addrefling them to you in fuch a form, as a few
hours ftolen from occupationsand diftra@ions have
enabled me to throw them together. Whatever
may be their merit, nothing can be more certain,
than that the moft mature deliberation is the duty
of every member of éither houfe of parliament
on this occafion. | ‘
Not to name motives, of which, would to Hea-
ven virtue could as powerfully counteradt the in.
fluence, as'decency forbids the mention, it i'ih
fuch a quetion, unworthy a good man to abii-
don' his ‘conduét to the guidance of impreffions
that arife from the feduive eloquence, the ti.
muluous and defultory redfénings of debate.
T B . Thofe
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Thofe who afleét not to forgive the members
of “any mumerous aflembly (pardon-m ifF-do no

except the Englifh parliaments) for fon}c’times
permitting rfox:ei'gn _.circum‘ﬁ?pc;sw to ‘m‘ix w;gi’::h ar-
qunieht, i its éntrance into theit underftanding ;
for fometimes fuffering political enmity to increafe
the difficulty, and political partiality to relax the
vigilance of their judgment, approve sthemfelves
affuredly more rigorous than wife. In the ordi-
nary, occurrences of goyernment, fuch a condact,
though never juftifiable, -may be deemed venial.

" Batif a queftion fhouldarife for, the difcuffion
of parliament, in the decifion of -which were in-
volved the peace and majefty of the empiresthe
health,and immortalicy* of the conftitution ;. it,is

not unfufpected pusity, alone, -it is: not Hlightly

yielded - convictiony .it’ is not ‘tranfient, enquiry

.and indolent .acquiefcence. that  will ; acquit - an

honeft man _in.the; diicharge, of (his, duty-to his
country, to his confcience, to hisipefterity l=

No! reflection and; refearch are not: Jefs)facredly

impoféej}_ o -him. by his truft, than uprightnefsand
probity.,, He that is warmly interefted, will fedu-

louily enguire. . To neglect, is to hetray spand the

man who  feels not an intereft fufficient to roufe

‘him_from_ negligencey can hardly, be inaceeflible

to tqmpﬁations which will feduce him intg impro-
A% ' ' bity.
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bity. = Sucha cafe, Sirg is‘the prefent. A ghiice
at the afped’ of affairs ‘demonitrates it Ofthe
monarch; and-of his malady, no'man fpeaks’with
more ‘fincere reverence and forrow than nvielf,
I'know the “duty that T owe to the perfon of the
fupremie magiftrate.—I am  not infenfible t6 the
refped which ' is conciliated by the purity of his
manners;” the mild and amiable virtues of his pria
vate life.; - The' tears of his ‘people, form 'the
nobleft ‘eulogy of the fovereign and’ his fubjeéts.
The memory of a difmembered empire, (of urpot
pular adminiftrations, of a gloonty and difaftrous
reign, have been banithed from their generous
minds, by the fenfibilities of affliGted loyalty.

I fpeéaks thus, becaufe my~ opinion on this fub-
jeét; isnot thaken by certain proflizate fcribblers,
whofe audacity 'deprives them of any title to the
amnefty ‘which ‘their infignificance might have
climed ;: who, infulting and outraging at'once,
the father and the fon, have been wicked enough
to infinuate, what they' have not been ‘frontlefs
enough to aflert; that it is not the virtues and the
<alamity of the fovercign, but the apprehended
mifgovernment of his {ucceffor, that clouds every
counteénance, and faddens every heart. Time
was; when {forrow and reverence would have for-
‘bidden any good man' to probe the wounds of
i lee. B 2 amiable



fed))

* amiable and exalted perfonages, by rude and un-
{eafonable difcuffion. ' But ‘that time is paft.
Confiderations which fuperfede faftidious deco-
rums, and controul the keeneft feclings, render,
referve criminal.—The life of princes,/born and
clevated for their fubjects, muft fometimes en.
" dure an exploring light; which rarely pierces the
obfcurity of inferior men, Let me then remind
you, Sir, that a month has nearly elapfed fince
the nature of the royal malady has abandoned
this empire to a ftate which poflefles the cha-
racter, and is prevented only by our manners
from exhibiting the effects of anarchy. =

The influence that animates and prefides over
the functions of executive government, is with-
drawn. That name, equally indifpenfible to ‘the
regularity of the moft ordinary legal tranfaction,
and to the folemnity of the higheit national act,
can now fcarcely be uied without abfurdigy,
The legiflative aflembly find themfelves in a
predicament fo novel, that there exifts no lawful
authority which can either fanétion, or delay,
their convention. The volume of the laws is
mute and impotent, fince the voice that promul-
gated, and the hand that enforced them, is filent
and  inert :—the afpeét which the majefty of the
empire prefents to foreign nations, is eclipfed t—

* infults
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!nﬁ!ts"n’my‘ be offered to our ‘flag, depredations
committed on our commerce, wars may be com-
menced, and alliances concluded, the moft kot
tile to otr intereft; while England ‘has no arth
that can wield her power, to affert her dignity,
. Or avenge her wrongs. No vacancy that arifes in
any fubordinate department of government, can
be filled. There is no authority that can inter
pofe between the unbending rigéur of the laws,
and the life of a devoted criminal, which per.

haps equity and mercy ought to have preferved.
In fuch 2 conjunéture you will pardon me, Sir,
if 1cannot think with you, that there can be any
ferious intention to procraftinate the final ar-
rangement of a fiable government. On the ac-
count of the phyficians, parliament will rely.
An air of myltery and conftraint has hitherto
hung over their reports; but appealed to on fo
folemn an oﬁcziﬁon, thefe eminent and refpectable
perfons will facrifice inferior pundilios, to nati-
onal intereft and truth, It is fcarcely to be ima-
gined that any attempt will be hazarded of prac-
tifing onthe loyalty, or abufing the delicacy of
the parliament or people, for purpofes of finifter
ambition,—What difgune indeed could be more
thin than. that which muft be affumed by’ fuch
defigns? 'What fophiftry les fpecious than wha{;c;

R mu
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muft be urged in their behalf ¢ Sllollldr Heaven
fpeedily reftore our fovcrmgn to the prayers of
his people, would he feel much gmtltude to thofe
who would, even for a week, facnﬁce the ﬂlgb,gc&
intereit of England to an idle parade of reveren-
tial deference?  But fhould his reﬁoratlon to us
be, in truth, remote’and doubtful, What lan-
guage could afford terms of execration commen-
{furate with the gullt of the man who fhould
plead for the continuance of this ﬂatutc of anar‘,hy,
or propofe the wretched remedy- of a feeble and
ﬂu&uatmg governmﬂnt P It will not furely be ur-
ged by any one, that the filence of the law, with-
draws this cafe from the paramount authonty of
parliament ;—the exigence of the occafion, the
confidence and expe&atlon of the people tacitly
and virtually devolve on that aflembly the right
of guarding the commonwealth form i mJur'y

The eftates of parhament have in all former
times, remedied the evils that might arife from
the. minority, incapacity, or defertion of the
momrch and whether they are denominated a
convention, ora parliament, they wﬂl DOW_ex-

ercife the fame nght ‘

Ve{’cra: faciem cognofcite turbe,

Cun&laque juffuri primiin hoc decernite patres,

Quod regnis populefque liquer, VOS effe fenatum.
Affuming
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- oAffuming: therefore the conipetency wltiiite:
- ly tordedide} andl: the' expedictiey fpecdily o de.
‘termine, this ‘qieftion ‘the moft’ grave dnd mo. -
mentuous that 'has arifeicih England fidce the va.
volution}: it 'remains to~ confider; whether, dut:
ing the royal indifpofition, the executive ‘go-
vernmeént cught to be efitrufted to"a finglé pérfon
oFi to'a.counel of regency’? A difeutlion of fich
intricacy will‘produce wariéty '6f opinion s—an
«object-of fuch magnitude will fnvolve variety of
intereft; meither. therefore, "the impulfe of coti-
vidtion, nor the féduéﬁé)n'bf fecret views, ‘will
fuffer us'to- expeét unanimity.  From a folitade
‘and an' obfcurity never ‘cheered by the fmile of
-greatnefs; nor pierced by’ the din of faction, 1
‘prefumie o offer my feritiments with the freedom
“of an honeft man; with the calmnefs and diffidence

-of 'a'citizen remote from power. |
I'lament with you, Sir, the neceflity ‘of any
-appeal to general reafoning. It is'a mode’ of de-
cifion’ full of dfﬂiculty and hazard, which unvéils
‘the' fancFirm Jariftorum of ‘govérnment, betrays
“to the 'eye of the people its nakednefs and infir-
‘mityy and' demonftrates to them, with 'perilous
evidence, that its fan&ity depends only on their
rei(éréngc and credulity. But,in the abfence of
precce
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precedent *, (for the precedents of rude ages and
violent govcrnn)cms, are inapplicable to modes
rate governments, to civil and peaceable times;)
- we muit appeal to the, gepms of the conftitution,
and te the gcnﬂml maxuns of pohtical mafm-
m T S o
‘ E,A_u argument @f }nﬁmte force. f@r cntmﬁing
the. yicarious, power ‘to, a fingle ‘perfon, ds- thc
facility and fimplicity the expedientii a0l

The. circumftances, - which: mouldithe ehara&ms
and affeG the actions of men, are caufes of which
it is far more difficult. to eftimate the force, to
difcover the combination, and to prediét the' ef-
f:@s, than the powers which operate on material
objects. » It is hence,, that jthe.complexity and re-
finement of political machinery; have ever .de-
feated its purpofes, by rendering its movements
independent of ouf, controul, and their confe-
quences . elufive of , our conjeCture, - Simple  ex-
_pedients, therefore, which imitate the practice,
or adopt the analogjr of eftablifbed inftitutions,
have in all nationsbeen chofen by the wifeft men.
‘To the prefent cafe, this confideration applies
in its full force. One royal perfon, reprefenting

* The precedents of regencies which exift in the Englith
biftory, will aflterwards be confidered in  another point of
- View.

the
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thedignity, and exetcifing the furétions of foyalty,
acgprds with the maxims and ufages of the confti-
tution.” The ‘name of regent, while that magif-
trate poflefles the plentitude of king‘iy‘ power,
{carcely innovates on the moft frivolous formi.
From'thi_s_ fy_ﬁem, no novel fituation, no hitherto
undecided queftion would arife. * Laws, cuftoms,
prejudices, ‘without difficulty, adapt themfelves
to it. The “ mores inflitutague majorum”, thofe
bulwarks of public peace and ftable government,
remain unimpaired. Anopportunity is indeed, on
this occafion, prefented to us, of bequeathing an
inheritance of tranquilify to fucceeding generati-
ons. If ever fuch a calamity as the prefent fhould
befall the empiré; the example of this parliament
will be appealed to as a precedent ; and it is,in
their choice, whether they will abandon their fuc-
ceffors to the fa@ions and intrigues that attend
the formation of a regency, or by {fan¢tioning the
rights of the heir apparent, fuffer the exercife of
royalty tordevolve as peaceably on him during
the incapacity, as at the demife of the monarch.
Our pofterity will thusby one wife and fimple mea-
fure, be refcued for ever from the dread even of
the thorteft interruption of government, from the
ambition of powerful fubjeéts, and the fthock of
contending factions. Is not the embarraflment
- € which
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which is now experienced in fettling the governs
ment, the moft powerful argument to fave fi-
ture parliaments, on fimilar occafions, from a hkc
ftate of diftraction ? Views of men, and of af—
fairs, prec1fely the fame, have determined {ober
fpccu]ators in their {yftems. and prudent ftatef-
men in their condudt, to prefer hereditary mo-
narchy, to more fpecious and abftractly » reafonablc
forms. A
But it is not alone its ﬁmphcrty, pr its tend-
ency to public tranquility, that pleads for this
expedient. The affection and reverence of the
people would be attracted by thofe circumitances
of rank and extraction in the regent, which
fo powerfully concilidte the attachment and faf-
cinate the imagination of the multitude. In-
ftead of yielding a cold fubmiflion to the man-
dates of the law, {poken by the voice of regents,
the {enfe of duty would be animated by fen-
timents of devotion and loyalty to their prince.
Thefe ufeful and generous prejudices, the auxi-
liaries of patriotifm and reafon, are confirmed
by the guarded exterior, the folemn plaufibili-
tics that impofe on the fancy, and hide from
the keenefs of human difcernment the impotency
of {oyereign power. The partition of authority,
the elevation of fubjects would diffipate: this il-

, lufion ;
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lufion ; but the princely youth, born in the ;'n;r-"
ple, and educated to a throne, could, without
violence, affume the ftate, the fplendors, 4nd the
terrors of majefty. ' |

Ardua privatos nefcit fortana penates,

Et regnum cum luce dedit cognata poteftas,
Excepit Tyrio venerabile pignus in oftro,
Luftravitque TUOS Aquilis vi@ricibus ortus,

Miles,——.

Let the vifionary contefnn the groflnefs, and
the fophift deride the fimplicity of fuch modes of
argument ; men, who are initiated in habits of
more correct thought, 4will remark the different
effect of novelties in feiences and in ftates, will
difcriminate between the boldnefs of abftract
reafon and the gravity ‘of civil wifdom, and re-
fpect the principles which have hitherto directed,
and muft ever continue to govern the affairs of
men. --

The inftitution of a council of regency, is an
expedient avhich involves difcuflions of far more
intricacy -and’ peril.  Formed, as it probably
would be, of prinees of the blood, of the chief
perfons -ef the church and the law, there muft
be blendeéd in them the difcordant and hetero.
gencous charadters of regents, minifters, and fe-
nators.’ Regents, from whofe dignity minifterial

Ca reipon-
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refponfibility. muft. derogate; minifters, whom
the dignity of regency. muft tend to exempt from
refponﬁbiliy; fenators, on whom, the .'?ﬂ.lﬁ‘ﬁf
{overeign power muft either beftow influence in-
confiftent with equality, or impofe filence incon-
fiftent with duty ;‘the prerogatives of this.coun-
ail would be fubverfive of the moft eftablifhed
ufages, and hoftile to the moft facred maxims of
the conftitution. The fpirit of oyr government
which, while it infpires affection and reverence for
the monarch, dictates the moft vigilant jealoufy of
his minifters, would, by fuch an accumulation and
confufion of powers, be voilated and enfeebled.
If two ideas were to be {ele¢ted, the moft repug-
nant to its theory, they would be royal refponfibi-
lity and minifterial impunity j ‘the one, becaufe
it is injurious to public tranquillityl; the other,
becaufe: it is injurious to public freedom 3 the
one, as a precedent only to be found in the moft
turbulent ; the other in the moft corrupt and fer-
vile times : the latter it has, by its doérines and
practice, branded ; the former it has filently aban-
dqned to.the dominion of thofe cméjrgencies
where oppreflion awakens the feclings, and re-
ftores the rights of nature., Yet, to break down
this facred barrier, to render the accufation of a
a fovereign more light, and the conviétion of a

minifter
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minifter more difficult, is the manifeft operation
of this fyltem. In every well organized polity,
there are latent peculiaries of ftructure which
are only difcoverable by their effets ; and even
when we cannot, in fpeculation, nicely difcrimi-
nate between the  prerogatives of magiftracies,
experience has demonftrated the ill effects of
their confufion. It is by the flow and filent
abforption of feparated powers, that the fervants
of every free people have become their lords. It
was thus that the vital principles of the Roman
commonwealth were wounded in the unionof con-
fular and tribunitian powers, by the crafty ufurper
who fubverted its freedom. And this was the
feature of his policy that appeared the moit pro-
minent to the great mafter of political wifdom.
s¢ Confulem [¢ ferens, et ad tuendam plebem, tri-
% bunicio jure contentum ; infurgere paulatim, munia
¢ fenatus, magifiratum, fegum, in fe trabere.”’

But to return from thefe generalities, which you
may perhaps think obvious to one clafs of rea-
ders, and repulfive to another, let us contem-
plate 3 new afpect of this oligarchical council.

Depofitaries of royal authority, and pofleflors
of minifterial influence, uniting fomewhat of the
fantity of the fupreme magiftracy, to the adti-
vity and verfatility of minifters, to their weight

as
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as moblemen, and their eloquence as’ fenators;
the power of its members would be formidable;
becaufe being difficult to define, it muft be hard
to limit or refift. The fyftematic oppofition which
has been made in England to the cchUtivé_-pnw-
er, certainly arifes from the perpetual intereft
which ‘every man feels to refift that which is
placed beyond the reach of his ambition, ~The
regents, clevated above the condition of fubjects
for a time, like the annual magiftrates of repubs
lics, might, in the intoxication of auth'ority, for-
get its period, and hazard every expedient to
extend it.  Againft the prerogative of the crown,
we have for centuries been ereéting bulwarks, and
the analogy of a royal regent is perfect; but of
their force againft a council, we have no experi-
ence; and analogy will not juftify confidenee in
them. ~ Uniting fo many characters, their pre-
tentions in one, would difguife their defigns in
another ; flight conceflions in one capacity, would
amufe the people, while formidable attacks were
made in another, and in the combination
of fuch various forces, the fource of danger
might  be difcovered only by fatal experi-
ence. Affuming the fhapes of Proteus, fuch a
government might elude the arm of Hercules,
The undifciplined defenders of popular rights,

purfuing
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purfuing their enemies into their fafinefles, are.
waylaid and furrounded by infidious and invifible
foes, whom they can neither. diftinguifh, or ef-
cape. - Their fall is dark and inglorious 5 and the
prayer of Ajax,—¢ give me but light, ye Gods!"”
may be ejaculated by the agony and anguifh of
- expiring freedom. ,

That the unity and prominence of the execu-
tive power, by rendering it eafy to difcern and
refift its encroachments on public liberty, is one
advantage which England poflefles over other free
nations, has been demonftrated with great inge-
neity by M. De Lolme, 4 in the fecond chapter of
the fecond book of his work. - You, who are no
ftranger to my fentiments of that performance,
may perhaps wonder at my quoting it with un-
qualified applaufe ; but befides the juftnefs of his
reflettions, they are addrefled with peculiar pro-
priety to the adherents of our prefent minifter,
who, in the memorable conteft of 1784, appealed
to the authority of M. De Lolme, with fuch con-
fidence and fo much exultation *

* Thf,: indivifibility of the public power in
“ England,” fays he, ¢ has conftantly kept the
“ viewsand efforts of the people diredted toone

® Vide Pulteney’s tta@ on M. Fox’s Eaft India Bill.
+ A new Edition of this valudble Book may be. had from Byrne
in Dublin,
and
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and the fame obje& and the perfnanencé of
that power has alfo given 2 permanance and
regluarity to the precautions they Have taken
to reftrain it. Conftantly turned tOwards that
ancient fortrefs, the royal power, the’y' “have
made it for feven centuries, the objéﬁ of their
fear + with a watchful _]ealoufy they have ¢on-
fidered all its parts—they have obferved all
its outlets,~~they have even picréed the earth
to explore its fecret avenues and fibtérranedus
works; united in their views, by the grca:tnefs
of the danger, they have regularly formed
their attacks.~To fay all 'in three words, the
execative power is formidable, but it is for
ever the fame; its rafources are vaft, but their
nature is at length known ; it ‘has been made
the indivifible and inalienable attribute of oné
perfon alone ; but then all other perfons, of
whatever rank or degree,-are rca]ly mterCﬁed
to reftrain it within proper bounds.”

Every feature of this defcription, . would find

its contraft in the portrait of a divided regency;
yet, the principles which render the prefervation
of the executive power indivifible, a maXim fun-
damental in our government, operate with equal
force, whether it be adminiftered by a regent or
aking. It is not alope the vulgar advantages of

monarchy.
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monarchy; energy, fecrecy and the abfence of
faction thatare abtained by the unity of this power.
Itis fubfervient to nobler ends § and by the won.-
derful mechanifm of our conftitution, monarchic
cal forms are exhibited as the higheft refinement
of a republican government. ' Let it not be con-
ceited, that our danger is imaginary, becaufe the
period of this regency may be fhort.  'What du-
ration the councils of Providence fhall affign to
it, who can predi@ ? The labour of deftruétion
is cafy, and its prorefs rapid. A few years, per-
haps, and our boafted comménwealth may be
numbered among the governments that cover the
earth’; the awful ruins of edifices, once confe.
crated: to the rights and to the happinefs of human
kind. ' The facred" flame kindled on the altar
of freedom, by the genius' of our conftitution,
of which the kings of England (let the lords of
{flaves “ hide their diminifhed heads,’) are the
chofen bigh priefts, may, in a moment, be ex-
tinguifhed for ever, by the officious rudenefs of
unhallowed hands. BOE Gl s et

The inftitution of fuch a regency would, mores
over, not only be deftructive of the unity, but dan-
gerous to the independenceof theexecutive power.
It isremote from the prefent defign, to mix in the
broils of contending parties ; but the elevation of

: . D any
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any minifter above: the. conftitutional posvers w
the crown;: Qught:to. be. firmly. refifted by every:
“irtuous and enhghttmed citizen. Itishowever too!
obious,. to, elcape. remark, that a council of ire-.

GENCY,, formed as it 1s likely to bé, wouldbeecome:
an mﬂrument in the hands of the prefent cabi-

net, .to aggrandize and perpetuate ats power. It
is 1mpoiﬁble to, fuppofe. the elganenﬂor divefted:
of all;partiality to his polltlca.l ‘connexions. It

were to expect a perfeétion 0r! a«depravity, to

{nilich humanity rearly either rifes or finks.. The

facred charadter of - the prelate; the prudcnt and

anruablc abftrué&ion. from. politics that-has hitherto
cuftmguﬂhed the royal confort, will not fuffer us

to expect, much activity from them: but the gra-

titude  of  the, prelate, natural and' Taudable

partiality . of ;the: queen to the mhinifteérs, and

meafures .of her thufband, muft:determine their

ﬁde .On the thrpnc, no Englifly fubjeé has hi-

thcrto fixed. the cengines of. his ambition 5 but
having obtained this point from which to play’ his

machmery, what revolutions and cnnculﬁ'(ms may

not our political Arehimedes command? '

In a few years of fuch authority, 'the mmlﬁers,
and their regents, might fortify themfelves fo in-
expugnably with official and parliamentary inter-
eft, that at its termination, they ‘might fecurely

hold
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hold their ftations ' withiout ‘the confidence 6f the
fovetein, ‘or/the affection of |the’ people; fimile

at theeries of an opprefled ‘nation, and défyi'tf‘xc

exertions of a'trammeled monarch, 10w AR

- Thiswiew addzefles itfelf] not only to theudg:

ment, but to the conﬁ'&cﬁcyfof’} our mi'rﬁﬁér","",lt |
is to'him an argumentum ad Bominem 3 it“wds by at-

tributing fuch confequences’ to “the Tndia 'Bill,” of
Mr. Fox, that the people of England were fe:
duced, i @ moment of intoxication and infisity,
todrive fromthefenate and the dabinent their moft
tried and ancient frie{lds. Mt wids as the champion
of thofe principels which I'now maintain, chat the
finilesiof the fovereign, and thé acclamatiéns of
the people, iconducted Mr. Pitt’ to' that emi-
nence; where the eyes of Europe are noWw fixed
on him :—let him approve the purity of his mo-
tives, by the fteadinefs of his'conduct. "

. There is one peculiarity in our government de-
ferving of fpeeial remark, which arifes from the
independenceof the crown, and the precarious
tenure of minifterial power. ~ The perfection of
a free government, is, when political acts, though
they depend on the popular will, are yet' pro-
duced by it circuitoully and unconfcioufly ; when
forms and orders interpofed, hide {rom the eyes of
the licc;plc their own authority; and when the

)
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violence of their refolution is btqke_n_;"_by the nus
merous and complex {prings to . which it muflt
give encrgy before it go forth into a@ions~In
other words; that free government s the beft,
where popular influence is the. greateft, and po-
pular prerogative, the leaft. ek b=

The reftrain the overgrown power of a citizen,
and to call forth all men’s abilities in the fervice
of the ftate, the ancient republics Had recourfe
to- an: ¢ffracifm or petalifin, or te.a rotation. of
magiftracies. But this was to remove every bars
rier that refifts the madnefs of ‘the. multitude,
Thefe rude contrivances of youthful legiflation,
find no place in the Englith fyltem.. The ab;
fence of fuch odious and diforderly ckpedients,
is compenfated by the filent a&ivity of Aituation
and opinion. i 13kee: mid

a

A long adminiftration has ¢ver become unpo-
pular in England, It creates difcontent in' the
bady of the nations A formidible oppofition in
paﬂiéiném continully gathers ftrength,/ and the
king is at laft compelled to abandon the obnoxjs
ous minifter *, = “This is the Englith gfracifines .

* This progrefs will be thé - fame, wh.e-f:ker, the admini-
Bration be profpetous or calamitous, Profberfty begets infolent
sonfidence'; calamity wnreafonable complainat, Sir Robest
Walpole-and Lord North, are examples, 1011 o “«

4 The




turn-“become unpopular, . and 4re expelled
from the: cabinet, by new opponents 3 fuch i
our rotation of magiftracies,  Byg if any body of
men thould acquire fuch permanence and power
as we have been confidering; the prerogative of
the crown, the organ by which the voice of the
parliament and people removes a minifter, would
be filenced by an authority that controuled the
throne. ' Thefe regents may return his feeptre to
the monarch an impotent and gaudy bauble,
“'And what, Sir, is to be the #iflucnce of ' this
new fyftem ‘on our foreigh politics? A govérn-
ment, temporary from its nature, and' divided
from its origin, counteradted by a powerful op-
pofition, perhaps ifl the confidérice of fome of itk
members, is the picture of an inflitution devifed
for diftraction; feeblenefs, and contempt. 1 fay,
divided from its- origin, becaufe who can wifh
that the blood which flows in the veins of the
royal houfe of England, were fo cold and vapid,
that ‘our prince could feel much cordiality to-
wards mefl who had degraded him with frittered
authority, and attempted to amufe him with the
femblance and mockery of power.

'« But
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' But, it has been rumouréd in certain, circles,
from high authority, that; it is:in contemplation
with the miniftet,-not indeed to.deny the: prince
of Wales the regéncy,ibuf to limit:-his: pewer.
‘This I prefume either means that they defign t6
render the confent of 2. council neceffary to the
exertion of certain prerogatives as in the regency-
a&s of the laft. and, prefent reign, or that it 1s
their intention, during the prefent, Tegency, to
{ufpend altogether the exertion of fome branches
of prerogative.; . [« ey, 1YL i
- You will agree with me, Sir, that! we ‘have
anticipated the: confideration of both thefe plans;
for the one is fubyérﬁi%e of -the unity; the other
hoftile to the independence of the executive power.
To call the firlt a limitation, is' a grofs confufion
and abufe of language: = The royal anthority, as
it is poflefled by the regent and council together,
is not by fuch a plan limited. Its exercife by
the regent is limited, only becaufe it is divided
between him and the council. It is not therefore
limitation, but divifion. The regent, and his
eouncil, would be nearly in the fame ftate as the
king and fenate of Sweden were, and the'king
and permanent council of Poland now are; and
fecble and factious oligarcy is fubftituted for
moparchy, The infallible effect, though we
trut
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tiuft it cannot in the moft remote view be the ob-
ject of the fecond fort of limitation fuggefted, is
to clevate a minifterial junto on the ruins of pre-
rogative and freedom.  The event of any ph-
tical conteft 'in England, would, after the adop-
‘tion of fuch a fyftem, ceafe to be dubiouss
Unarmed with the fame engine of prerogative to
fubvert,” ‘which ' minifters had employed to
ftrengthen their power, thé regent muft be worfted
in every confliG ;—uncomprefied by a fuperior
hand, their influence, under fuch a regency,
would rife to a height which'the ordinary preroga-
tives of the crown, when reftored to the king,
would be unable to reduce ; the monarchical au-
thority, palfied by inadtivity and reftraint, would
fhrink into impotence, and the beauty and vigour
of the conftitution, be blafted and unnerved.

But * to what end, you may juftly demand, in
the caufe of fuch obvious truth, is any oftenta-
tious cXperrdlture of argument ? What,—-hﬁghta.
Atranger, ignorant of our divifions; naturally ex-
claim,~~What are the demerits of this prince,
. Ig’had'déﬁgnéd hiere to have difcoffed the precedents of
regencies in our hiftory, but that' fubje@ has been exhaufted
by aiwriter of great 'ability ;and :conftitutional  information,
in f{everal papers, under the title of: The Profpe? Before Us,

publifhed in the Hearld, Gazetter, General Advertifer, &c.

whom,,
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whom, to exclude from power, a nation; indnL
gent to youth, and affectionate to royalty, is
about to outrage every maxim of their fathers?
Did be catchiin the atmofphere of a court,  taints
ed as it is with:the contagion of fervility and
deceit, | thofe aruﬁcml manners, that elaborate
hypocrify, that mean propenfity to dgﬁ)ou[m
that devotion to obfcure and worthlefs minions,
that fo carly poifon, and fo fatally debafe the
minds -of princes? No! He flooped not to
parafites or tools in his court, or his houfhold 3
—he fought for friends among the chicfs. of the
nobles and the leaders of the people. The abis
lities of thofe illufirious perfons whofe intimacy
be has cultivated, are the vouchers of his con-
fcious clevation of talent ; for littlenefs crouches

and trembles before the proud and impofing fu,
pcnorlty of genius. He did not learn his max-

ims of politics in the aptmhambcr or the clofet ; he
imbibed them in the air of the HOUSE. OF COM.
MONS. Magmﬁcent and accomplithed, nature
formed him for a kmg ; his generofity fits him
to be the ruler of 2 free, his abilities to be the
{overeign of ;2 great, people. And what are the
faults which are faid “ to tarnifh the lufire, and
*-to impede the march.of thefe abilities ?* 1 was
about to enumerate their falfhoods, but T will

P : not.
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not. I bluth for my country—I blufh for this
renowned and generous nation, whofe voice has
been aped and Counterfeited by impudent and
calumnious hirelings.

Some perfons have urged the difficulty of a
voluntary abdication of power, and the tempta-
tion of the Tegent to retain it beyond the period
of royal imbecility. They deceive themfelves,
by arguing from the hiftory. of ‘ages; when the
{lighteft change was ominous of wfurpation and
war; and they forget, that in our days, the ener-
gy of manners is ¢quivalent to 2 thoufand ftaty.
tory enadtments. Iet the guardianfhip of the
royal peffon be, however, feparated from the of.
hce of regency, and let the refources of legifla-
tion be exhaufted to.enfiare the recovered no-
narch an éafy and {peedy reftoration.

For what purpofe then, is the dignity of the
heir apparent to be wounded, the majefty of the
executive power itapaired, the freedom of our
conflitution endangered ? TO PRESERVE
AND PERPEFUATE THE ADMINISTRA-
TION OF MR.\PITT!

To fuch.an argument I fhall not prefume to
reply ; ‘and T can only add, that

I have the honour to be, &c. &c.
‘I,czzdan,' Lec. 3, 1788.
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