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A D V E R T I S E M E N T .
'p H E  p refen t is a m elan ch o ly  crifisi w h ich

has feldom, perhaps never, happened;

and the law, iuppofing that an event, fo much

and io umverfally deplored could not happen,

has made no proviiion for fo great a deficiency

as the want o f a Supreme Magiftrate.
ft

it  belongs to the Parliam ent alone, actuated 

b y  a t in e  ien ie  o f  an u rgen t n e ce iïity , and 

iupported  b y  th e p ublic  vo ice, to find and 

eftablifh  fom e proper expedient for carryin g 

in to  execu tion  the execu tive  pow ers o f  govern

m ent* d u rin g  the K in g  s ievere indiipofition.
\

V a rio u s  propôfals have been fubm itted to 

th e P u b lic  :— fom e propoiè a R e g e n c y  ; and 

others a R e g e n t .  A s  an appeal is n o w  made 

to  a l l ,  the E d i t o r  o f  the fo llo w in g  O p i -  

n i o n s  and P r o c e e d i n g s  thought he did a

reai



real fervice to this unhappy co u n try , w h en  h e 

fubmitted to every one’ s perufal w h at ieem ed 

likely  to affift every one’ s judgem ent. It b e 

comes not the Editor to offer any fentim ent o f  

his ow n. H e w ill on ly  pledge h im felf, that 

the O p i n i o n s  and P r o c e e d i n g s  contained i n  

the fo llow in g Sheets are abfolutely g e n u i n e .

D ec. i ,  1788.
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T H E

PARLIAMENTARY OPINIONS,
& c .

MejJdge from his M a j e s t y  to both Houfes of 

Parliament, April 26,  1 751 *

G E O R G E  R.

HIS  M ajefty, having it entirely at heart to

fecure the future welfare and happinefs of

his people, has maturely confidered, that nothing
can conduce fo much (under the proteftion o f the

divine Providence) to the prefervation o f the Pro-

teilant fucceffion in his R oyal Fam ily, and tĥ .
fupport o f the religion, laws, and liberties ot theie

kingdom s, (which have been always moil dear to

him ) as the m aking proper provifions tor the care
and tuition o f the perfon o f his fucceiTor, and for
the regular adminiftration o f the government, in

cafe fu d i fuccefl'or ihould be o f tender years ; by
means whereof their fafety and princely education

r  may
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may be fecuied, the public peace and good order 

maintained, and the ilrength and glory o f  the 

crown of Great Britain fuffer no diminution : for 

thefe reafons, his Majefty, out o f his paternal af

fection and tendernefs for his Royal Fam ily, and 

for all his faithful fubjedts, earneffly recommends 

it to both ^Houfes o f Parliament, to take this 

weighty affair into their moft ferious deliberation ; 

and propofes to their confideration, that, when 

the imperial crown of thefe realms (hall defcend to 

any of the iifue o f his fon, the late Prince o f 

Wales, being under the age o f eighteen years, the 

Princefs Dowager o f W ales, their mother, ihould 

be guardian of the perfon o f fuch fucceffor, and 

Regent of thefe kingdoms, until they fhall attain 

iuch age ; with fuch powers, and limitations, as 

ihall appear neceffary and expedient for thefe im
portant purpoies.

The humble A d d r e s s  of the' Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament ajembled, 
April 26, 1 751.

%

. " v E your Majefty’s moil dutiful and loyal 
iubjecb, the Lords Spiritual and Tem poral, and 

Commons, in 1 ailiament affembled, approach 
your Royal Throne, with hearts filled, at the fame 
time, with the deepeft fenfe o f gratitude to your 

Majefty, and with the moft ferious and anxious 
concern for the future welfare o f our country.

“  T o



“  T o  return your M ajefty our thanks for your 

moft gracious M eflage, falls infinitely ihort o f 

thofe fentiments, with which the fubjecl o f it in- 

fpires us. It excites in us the molt fenfible feel

ing o f  all thofe bleffings, which we have enjoyed, 

during your aufpicious and glorious reign ; o f the 

mildnefs and benignity o f your government ; and 

o f that confiant proteftion, which your Majefty has 
always extended to our religion, laws, and liber

ties ; which you have demonftrated by your con- 

d u d , as w eir as declared by your royal words, to 

be m oil dear to you. H appy would it be for all 

your faithful fubjeds, if  heaven, in mercy to theft 

kingdom s, would gracioufly permit a reign, fo 

diftinguifhed with every mark o f goodnels, that 

can endear a Bntifh Monarch to his people, to be 

prolonged beyond the ordinary date. T o  look 

forward to its period, anticipates a grief, which no 

words can exprefs. Y o u r M ajefty’s greatnefs of 

m ind, (hewn in your M effage, has called upon 
us, and fet us the exam ple, to enter into fuch con- 

fiderations, as the high importance o f the occafion

requires,

«  N o t content with being the great infiniment 

o f  our happinefs, during your own time, your 

M aiefty has pointed out to us a generous concern 

to provide for the continuance o f that happinefs 

(as far as human forefight can do) after God iha l 
have deprived us o f the ineftimablç bleffing of

v y°w



your immediate care. In return for this paternal 

goodnefs, permit us to aiTure your Majefty that we 

will lofe no time in taking into our confickration 

the weighty affair laid before us in your Meflage..

“  W e are truly fenfible of the high and eminent 

qualities of her Royal Highnefs the Princefs D ow 

ager of Wales ; >nd we look upon what your M a- 

jefty has been graciouily pleaied to propofe* to our 

confideration, as tile refult o f your wifdom and ten

der concern for your Pvoyal Fam ily, and the.inte

rests of thefe kingdoms ; and we fliall have the moil 

dutiful regard of what your Majefty has been 

pleafed fo wifely to recommend.

“  In our deliberations on this important fubject, 

we fhall think it our duty, as well as our eifential 

intereft, to have the ftricteft and moft zealous at

tention to the prefervation of the Proteftant fuc- 

ceffion, as fettled by law, in your Royal Family ; 

the numerous hopeful branches whereof, formed 

by your inftrudtion, and led by your example, we 

look upon as fo many pledges o f the fecurity o f 

our religious and civil rights to future generations.

M ay it pleafe the divine Providence to grant 
your Majefty fuch confirmed health, and length o f 

days, as may render thofe provifions, which your 
wifdom has fuggefted to us on this occafion, un- 
neceflary in the event ; that we may very long

enjoy



C 5 J f.
enjoy the benefits o f your gracious government ; 

and your M ajefty the dutiful and aiîedionate re

turns o f  a moft obliged, loyal, and grateful 

people.”

His Majeily’s moil Gracious Anfwer.
“  My Lords and Gentlemen,

I R E T U R N  you ray hearty thanks for this 

“  very dutiful and affe&ionate Addrefs. T h e  zeal 

“  you exprefs for me and my family, and the 
«  fenfe you ihew o f my care and concern for the 

f ‘  intereft o f m y people, is very agreeable to me.”

T H I S  bill was fent from the Lords on the 13 th
day o f M ay, and after being recommended by M r.

Pelham , it was read claufe by clauie to the follow-

in g  efteót : '

I f  the crown fhall defcend to any o f the children 
o f his late R oyal Highnefs Frederic, Prince of 
W ales, the Princefs, his Dowager, iliall be 

R egent o f the kingdom , and guardian o f fuch 

child, till it fliall arrive at the age of eighteen 

years.

A ll



AH acts o f regal power, done otherwife than by 
her Royal Highnefs, during her R egency, fhall 

be void.

There fhall be a Council o f Regency to aflifb her 

Royal Highnefs, confiftirg o f the D uke o f 

Cumberland, and fuch perfons as for the time 

being fliall be Archbiihop o f Canterbury, Lord 

Chancellor, Lord Treafurer, Lord Prefident, 

o f the Council, Lord Privy Seal, L ord  H igh  

Admiral, the Principal Secretaries o f State, and 

Lord Chief Juftice o f the K ing’s Bench, toge

ther with any other four whom his prefent M a 
jefty fhall appoint.

T h e Council fhall meet and fit as her Royal H igh 

nefs fhall direft ; any five, but not a lefs num

ber, fhall aft, and of this Council the D uke o f 

Cumberland fliall be chief or head.

The Princefs fliall take an oath to execute the office 

o f Regent, and the Members o f the Council to 

execute their refpeftive offices, according to 
this aft.

1 he Regent and Council fhall qualify themfelves 
as for offices of truft.

Upon the demife of the prefent K ing, the P rivy 

Council fhall meet, and caufe his fucceffor to be 

proclaimed, under the penalty o f high treafon.

Th®
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T h e  confent o f the majority o f five or more o f the 

Council fhall be neceffary in all creations, par

dons, gifts, grants, difpoixtions, inftructions, 
orders, or authorities.

T h e  R egen t flhall not make war or peace, or ratify 

treaties, prorogue, adjourn, or diiTolve any 

parliament, without the confent o f the Council, 

nor g ive the royal aiTent to any aét for altering 
the füccelïion.

T h e  R egen t fhall not remove the officers o f the 

crown, who, by virtue o f their offices, are o f 

the Council, from fuch offices, without the con

fent o f  the majority o f the whole Council, of 
the addrefs o f Parliament.

Vacancies by death or removal to be filled up by 
the R egen t in two months, with the confent o f 

the major part o f  her Council, and not other* 

wife.

T h e  Parliam ent in being at the defcent o f  the 
crown to a minor, i f  no Parliament then ill 

being, the preceding Parliament fhall continue 
three years, except the minor be fooner o f age, 

or the Parliament be diffolved by the Regent 

with confent o f Council.

î f



î f  the minor marries without the content o f the 

Regent and Council, fuch marriage Íhaíl he 
void, and alfperfons concerned guilty o f High 

tteafon.

I f  on any queftion the divifion of the Council be 

equal, the regent has the coiling vote.

A ll commiffions, letters patent, & c. to change 

the order of government eftablifhed by this adt, 

fhall be void, and all perfons concerned incur a 

præmunire.

T h e act o f 28 Hen. V III. and i i l  o f Edvv. V I. 
fhall be repealed.

I 8 3

T h e  O p i n i o n  o f  W . B E C K F O R D ,  Esq^

On the Report of the Regency Bill, M ay 20.

M b. S p e a k e r ,

 ̂ H A \  -k been very attentive to every argu
ment, urged by feveral learned gentlemen, on 

this grand queflion ; and I muíl confefs, I was 

greatly for prized to hear fuch ilrange dodtrines 

advanced by thole gentlemen ; dodtrines, in m y 

poor opinion, not founded on the principles o f our 
confutuuon; doctrines, not founded on hiftorical 
tacts : and I was very ready and willing to have 

given an anfwer by way o f reply, and was upon

m y



m y legs more than once to have done it, had not 

men o f greater eloquence and abilities itood up, 
to whofe fuperior capacities it was but becoming 

in me to fubm it, although I did not then, or ever 

w ill, allow m yfelf inferior to any in zeal and love 

for the liberties o f the conilitution.

It was urged as a fundamental reafon for bring

ing in this bill, [R yd e r] “  T h at all the miferies 

-and misfortunes which have attended this k in g

dom , during minorities, were owing to the negleft 

o f eitablifhing a proper plan o f government for 
a minority, before the demife of the crown ; and 

therefore, that it was abfolutely neceffary to chalk 

out fuch a plan as might (land an eternal piece- 

dent for future ages.” — It was then alio laid down 

as a m axim , that all their milchiefs and difturbances 
had arifen from the want o f a proper Council o f 
R egen cy, not removeable at the will of the

R egen t.

A n d  it was farther alledged, and itrongly in

filled upon, by a learned gentleman, that the dif
ficulties and inconveniences which occurred dur

ing the lad minority that happened in this k in g

dom  (namely in the minority or Edward V I.)  
arofe from the Earl o f Hertford’s (who had the 
K in o ’s perfon in his hands) ufurping the iole 
power o f the R egency, and deftroying the power

[ 9 ]



of the Council, contrary to law, and contrary to 

the will of Henry V III.

And therefore that this bill was intended to pre

vent the like evil for the future, by eftabliihing 

a Council o f Regency, not removeable at the 

will and pleafure of the Regent ; and appointing 

the penalties of the ftatute o f præmunire to be 

infli&ed on thofe perfons, who íhall, by intrigues 

and cabals, endeavour to remove or diiturb this 

Council.

In anfwer to which I fay, that the evils which 

arofe during this minority, were not owing to the 

great power unlawfully ufurped by the Proteftor, 

(who ihewed himfelf fincerely attached by intereil 

and inclination to the good o f the K ing, and the 

liberties of the people) but to the intrigues and 

cabals of that Council, which had been appointed 

by the will ol Henry V III. purfuant to an A ct o  ̂

Parliament, partly on account o f religion, but 
chiefly from the execrable luil o f power and 
dominion.

So that, in the end, we fee feventeen o f this 
Council, which is alledged by the learned gen

tleman to be, by ufurpation, entirely under the 

influence and direction of the Protestor, and re- 

moveabie at his will and pleafure ; I fay, Sir, we

fee
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fee feventeen o f this very Council exhibiting ar 

tid es o f  impeachment againft this great Protec

tor, and (without power, as is alledged) bringing 

him , armed with power, who was uncle to the 

K in g , to the fcaffold, without any rebellion, or 

force o f arms, and m aking him fuffer the pains 
o f death for felony.

From  this exam ple therefore, thus fairly ílated, I 
think it evidently appears, that the evils and diilur- 

bances which attended the minority o f Edward 

V I. did not proceed from the want o f a Council 

o f  R egen cy, made by law irremoveable, but from 

the w icked and ambitious views o f ill defigning 

counfellors, who had too much power in their 
hands, and yet were grafping at more, though at 

the expence o f  the K ing and kingdom.

A n d  I am certain, if  gentlemen will look care

fu lly  into the hiftory o f all the minorities that 

have happened in this kingdom  fince the con- 

queft, they will find all the difturbances o f thofç 

minorities to have arifen entirely and folely from 

the divifions and intrigues o f the great coun
fellors, and great men, all proceeding from the 
deteftable views o f power, dominion, and refent- 
m e n tj from the want o f having the kingly 
power lodged in a fingle hand, which fingle hand, 

thus armed, might have checked their infolence, 

and kept their ambition in due bounds.
Ç  % AU



And, for my own part, I do verily believe, that 
the lame caufe will ever produce the fame effeft ; 
and that the greateft confufion will ariie from this 

Council of Regency, if ever we ihould have the 

„ misfortune to lofe his prefent M ajefty, and his 

fucceilbr ihould be a minor.

Another learned gentleman was pleafed to fay, 

[M urray] “  that this plan o f government was the 

beft calculated for the good of the K in g and o f 
the country, of any that was ever thought-of.—  

For, without fuch a plan, upon the demife o f the 
Crown, any bold, ambitious, enterprizing man, 

getting poffeffion of the perfon o f the minor K in g, 

and of the great feal of the kingdom, would ab- 

folutely have the power o f the monarchy in his 

hands, and might execute all afts o f regality.” — -

Strange doftrine this ! and more adapted to the 

principles and maxims o f a Turkiih , or defpotic 

Eaftern Monarch, than to a free Britifh Govern

ment. Inthofe llaviih governments whoever can 

get the great feal in his power, has the command 
of the empire. For there Monarchs are mere pa

geants of ftate, kept from the eyes of the people ; 
and any puppet of (how, cloathed with the en- 

figns of royalty, is as much a King in the eyes o f 

fuch delpicable ilaves, as the beft and braveft 
Monarch.

[  12- ]
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But are we thus miferably conftituted ? thus lia

ble to have our M onarch dole from us by any 

fuch rogue ? N o , Sir, God be thanked, we are 

not. T h e  M onarch o f Great Britain forms only 
one third part o f our conftitution, and his power 

Í6 lim ited and circumfcribed, and fubjeét to the 

laws and cuftoms o f the realm. And if any vile 

mifcreant was to iteal our minor K ing from us, 
authority, thus derived, would be little regarded, 
the Parliament would foon bring fuch an offender 

to condign puniihment.

*
T h e  learned gentleman was pleafed to allow 

[M u rray] “  that a Co-regency was a bad form 
ol governm ent, but that proper checks and limi

tations were abfolutely neceflary to be laid on a 

fingle R egen t.”

I m oil heartily agree with the learned gentle
man, that all Co-regencies tend to confufion; 

and, for that reafon, I am againft the Council 

o f R egen cy, conftituted as it now is by this bill ; 

it is, in my opinion, an abfolute Co-regency, 

and divides royalty, and the kingly power of 
thefe kingdom s in fuch a manner, as our foi - 

fathers never knew, and I wifh it may not prove 

detiruclive to the Regents themfelves.

I am certain, that neither fecrecy nor difpatch,

y/hich are fo neceffary in the con d u & of all great
affairs

[  1
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affairs of ftate, can be obtained by iuch a Council j 
that it may give fuch an obitruftion to bufinefs, 

and fo clog the wheels o f government, that the 

worft confequences may be dreaded.

The learned gentleman was pleafed to fay, “  that 

jn thofe governments, where the Prince is abfo- 

lute, and can appoint whom he pleafes for R egent, 

fuch Princes never did appoint a foie R egen t; 

and the example of Lewis X IV . was quoted, 

who, although a Prince, veiled with abfolute 

power, yet would not appoint a foie R egen t.”

But certainly this example was not well conli- 

dered by the learned gentleman. T h e M onarch, 

in his dotage, appointed his baftard fon R egent, 

and procured fuch appointment to be confirmed 

and regiftered in the Parliament of Paris, contrary 

to the ufage and cuftoms of that kingdom , and in 

prejudice to the right of the lawful Regent, againil 
whom, I apprehend, the old K ing might have 

very material objections; fuch as the great capa

city, and ambitious views of the Duke o f Orleans, 

which might endanger the fafety o f the minor 

King.— Cut did  this plan of Regency ever take 

place ? Never. N o fooner was the old King 

dead, than all thofe ads, obtained and confirm

ed by parliament, were refcinded and reverfed, 
and the L<uke of Orleans, the right and lawful

Regent, is appointed and confirmed by the fame 
parliament.

Moreover.



M oreover, although the laws o f  Francé do not 

allow o f the government o f a female in her own 

right, yet they allow the abfolute regal power to 

be exerciied by a Queen-mother, during the mi

nority of her fon. T h is was the cafe in the two 

laft minorities, that o f Lew is X III. under Maria

de M edicis, and o f Lew is X IV . under Anna o f 
A uítria.

A ll the learned gentlemen who have fpoke for 
this bill, [R y d e r, M urray, and M orton] feem 

cxceffively cautious and anxious not to make a 

precedent by conftituting a foie regent. They all 

allow that the prefent Princefs o f W ales is in every 

refpeft qualified to fill this high truft, and that it 

is impoffible for her to have any views deftructive 

to the young M onarch or the conftitution.— But, 

fay they, a bad Regent may be appointed from 

this precedent; one who may have wicked, ambi

tious, and interested views, by which the fafety o f 
K in g  and kingdom  may be endangered.

But furely, as every future parliament has the 
power, fo they will have the wifdomtoconiider ma
turely every circumftance o f time and perfon, and 

not rafhly appoint an improper Regent. Nay, if, 

contrary to their expectation, the perfon thus ap

pointed fhould turn out a bad Regent, fuch R e 
gent will be under the controul o f Parliament, in 

like manner as a K in g ; for, God be thanked, the

law
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law and conftitution have provided fufficient checks 

againft a bad Regent K ing, and a bad Regent.

One learned gentleman was pleafed to fay, that 

if  you were to appoint this unexceptionable Prin- 

cefs foie Regent, fuch appointment would be an 
irrefragrable precedent for future times, [M r. 

Morton] and we might again be troubled and 

curfed with a wicked, lewd, Queen-mother, and 

and another Mortimer for her gallant. But, Sir, 

if  that fhould be the cafe (o f which I do not 

fee the leaft probability) I have no doubt, the 
lame fate will attend fuch Regent and her gallant, 

as attended the wife of Edward. IL  and her paia- 

mour Mortimer.

But, Sir, ic is very ilrange doftrine, to fay, 

that precedents are irrefragable: Sir, the Parlia

ment is not bound by fuch precedents, they may 

alter, they have altered, they will alter this pre

cedent, whenever the neceiftty of the times, and 

circumilances of the perfon fhall require it.

Another learned gentleman has infifted in this 
debate, that Councils of Regency are founded on 

the maxims and principles of the conftitution, and 
that every delegated power, according to that con

ftitution, (hould be limited; and he likewife af- 
ferted, that thefe maxims were proved by prece
dents ; [Y o rk ]  and the precedent on which the

great
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great ilrefs is laid, to prove the affertion, is the 
precedent in the time o f H enry III. on wliofe mi

nority, although a R egent was appointed, yet the 

great offices o f ftate, the great feal, and the care 

o f  the K in g ’s cailles, were entrufled in the hands 

o f  others.

But, g ive me leave to obferve, that neither this 

nor any other precedent, that has not been quoted 

on the occafion, proves the affertion.

Gentlem en, when they quote precedents, ought 

not to diftort them, to make them anfwer a parti

cular purpofe, but fhould confider and weigh well 

the circumftances o f the times, and of the per. 

fons; and, i f  that had been done, this precedent 

Would not have been infilled upon.

T h e  true cafe {lands thus : when the great Earl 

o f  Pem broke was appointed Regent o f the king

dom , in the minority o f H enry III. under certain 
limitations and reilridions, the times and the per- 

fons were exceedingly different from what they are

at prefent.

H enry I I I . was an infant o f nine years o f age 

when his father died, at the time of whofe death, 

the greateil part o f the kingdom was in rebellion, 
and the dauphin o f France, in conjundion with 

the En°-liih Barons, was in poffeffion o f the capi
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tal of the kingdom. T h e father o f the young 

King was a moil infamous and wicked Prince, 

and had, by every art, fought to deprive the 

Barons and people of England o f their liberty. 

They, like brave and wife men, defended the 

bleffings of freedom with the utmoil refolution and 

fortitude, and, at the expence o f their blood, 

procured us that liberty we now enjoy.— Thefe 

were the men that obtained the M agna Charta, the 

bulwark of your prefent conftitution. Thefe 

Barons, when they found themfelves too weak to 

defend their liberties without foreign aíTiílance, 

called in the French to their aid, and thus matters 

flood when K ing John died. But no looner was 

the father dead, than all the relentment to his in

fant fon vaniihed. The brave and good Earl o f 

Pembroke produced his Royal W ard to the affem- 

bly of Barons, and, by a very Ihort but pathetic 

fpeech, turned every man prelent to his allegiance, 

and he is chofen by the Great L ord , guardian o f 

the pet fon o f the K ing, and R egent o f the kin g

dom; (but I do not find or believe there is any 

mention made of a Council o f Regency in this 
cafe) and every thing went on well fo long as the 

Regent lived. The French were driven out o f the 
kingdom, and peace was reilored.

But, Sir, I will fuppofea Council of the Regency 

was then appointed, and the power o f the Regent 

exceedingly limited and circumfcribed, by having

' the
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the great offices o f the realm, the great feal, and

the K in g ’s cailles entnifted in other hands, in

the hands o f  the Great Lords and Barons o f the 
realm.

It m ight be, and certainly was, very good po

licy in thofe times, and yet may be, and certainly 

is, \ e iy  bad policy at prelent. In thofe times the 

Barons were ju fl emerged from a cruel and dan

gerous war, for the defence o f  their ju il rights and 

privileges, againil die ufurpation o f a moil profli

gate and audacious K ing ; they were therefore, 

with good real on, unwilling to truil the great offi

ces of the Crow n, and the cuilody o f the cailles, 

to any íingle perfon,- (although a very good man) 

a ftin g  for, and in behalf o f the Crown, left the 

means and opportunity m ight be given o f  repeat
ing the fame bloody tragedy over again.

But what rcfemblance, in G od’s name, has the 

cafe o f  H enry III. with the prefent ? A nd what oc- 
caiion for the like precaution ?

A t present we have a minor prince, the fon o f a 

gentle, humane father, univerfally beloved when 

liv in g , univerfally regretted when dead ; whereas 
H en. III. was the fon o f a father univerfally hated 

and detefted living, and lamented by no man when 
dead. T h e mother o f this young prince is fo much 

in the good eileem o f the whole nation, that I
D  z  never
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never heard that malevolent fame ever gave her one 

bad quality ; fo that no Princefs ever feemed fitter 

for government. Moreover, ihe can have no in- 

tereft but the prefervation o f her children and fa

mily ; and, what is more, the laws of this k in g

dom allow the fcepter of this realm to be fwayed 

by the hands of women ; and they have goveined 

to the honour and glory of this nation.

W hat policy therefore can it be thus to divide 

the regal authority of this kingdom by fuch unne- 
ceiTary and dangerous limitations and reitri&ions, 

without one earthly reafon given for fo doing, but 

for fear it may prove a precedent for fetting up a 

bad Regent in times to comç ?

Another gentleman [H . Pelham] in the courfe 

o f this debate was pleafed to lay, “  T hat by this 

bill counfel and advice was provided for the R e 

gent according to the conftitution, and that by it 

the dignity £ind authority of the Crown was fup- 

ported.” — But furely in a government fo framed as 
ours is, the counfel and advice of ten or fourteen 

men cannot be wanting, when the grand Council 

o f the nation and the Privy Council are provided 
for this purpofe. But, what is more, the Regent 

will have the advantage of the counfel and advice 
of thofe great perfonages from the offices them- 

felves, without any appointment with new power.

[  20 ]
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M oreover, to fay the dignity and authority of 

the Crown will be fupported by fuch a Council, 

and that no inconveniences can arife from fuch an 

appointm ent, is, I fear, faying too much. Sir, 

the dignity, the authority, the majefty o f the K ing 

and o f  the kingdom , reiides in the K ing and the 
two H oufes o f Parliament, who are the grand 

C ouncil o f  the nation ; and not in a junto o f a 

Council o f  R egency. Sir, I have great regard for 

the great perfonages that fill the great offices 

nominated in this bill, and I believe them to 
be very uncorrupt, able, and willing to execute 

the high truft repofed in them by the bill ; but, 
Sir, although they are uncorrupt, they are not im

mortal ; they may die, they may be removed, they 
m ay relign ; and to them may fucceed wicked and 
ambitious men, men who may have no other views 

but thofe o f  ambition and avarice, and may have 

the execrable luft o f power and dominion ftrongly 

imprefled in their minds. I fay, if  fuch men 
Ihould be once eftabliihed in this Council o f R e

gency (and fuch may be eftabliihed) not remove

able but by an addrefs o f both Houfes of Parlia
ment (whereas a Judge o f the realm may be re

m oved by the addrefs o f either)— I fay, fuch 

removal will be rendered^ exceedingly difficult. 
A n d  if  fuch men ihould, by an artful diftnbution 
o f  perquifites and emoluments to one, feeding ano
ther with airy and glittering hopes, and threaten
ing others, procure an undue influence in both or
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cither Houfe o f Parliament, what m ifchief and 

confufion may not be expe&ed from fuch a govern

ment ?

i #

A nd, give me leave to fay, thefe doubts, fears, 

and jealoufies do not arife from the warmth and 

luxuriancy o f a heated fancy and imagination, (as 

was fuggefted by certain gentlemen on the other 

fide) but from the examples o f former minorities; 

the dreadful mifchiefs and calamities o f  thoie m i

norities did arife from the ambition, avarice, and 

diiTenaon or the great Counfellors, who were en

trusted with too much power ; all which m ight, 

and would have been prevented, i f  the regal 

povscr had been veiled in one proper executive 

hand, and not divided amongft fo many. For 

certainly no kingly government can fubfift for any 

time, when the power o f monarchy is divided 

amongft any number o f men, inftead o f  being 

lodged in one fingle hand, which only can give

vigour and difpatch to every aft o f  govern- 
ment. . D

As to the claufe o f continuing the Parliament

m e!!1?  year\ n0thinS has been faid to convince 
ia it is either neceffary or expedient, to pro-

, x br ti,c time iim!ted by *aw- h » *
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It has been advanced, [H iliborough] “  that 

Pailiam ents na\ e a power and right to prolong 
their duiation, and that the fulus populi frequently 

requires it.”  But I do abfolutely deny that a Par

liament has a legal power and right to prolong the 

time limited by , law, without the confent o f the 
^leótors, or people who fent them to Parliament, 

and whofe reprefentatives they are ; and I do lay, 

and do infiil upon it, that whenever Parliaments 

do take upon themfelves to prolong the time o f 

their duration, fuch prolongation is an infringe
ment o f the liberties o f the electors in a moil effen- 

tial part, and tends to deilroy that freedom which 

they were ehofcn to defend.

F or liberty never was, nor ever will be, pre- 

ferved, unlefs thofe who have the power o f the 
people delegated to them be frequently removed. 
It was by the frequent rotation and change o f ma- 

gillracy in all countries o f the world, that freedom 
and independency had been preferved.— It is upon 

this principle we find the people o f England at all 
times crying out for frequent Parliaments : And I 
am lure, i f  ever frequent Parliament? were necef

fary, they are efientially fo in the prefent times.

But, fay gentlemen, the falus populi makes this 

prolongation neceflary in a minority, when the 
hands o f  government are weak, and ought to be 
ftrengthened before it is expofed to the cabals,

fadions,



faftions, and diflurbances that conftantly attend 

the calling of a new Parliament : and then rebel

lions at home, invafions from abroad, and even 
plagues are fuppofed in imagination to make fuch

a meafure necefiary.

But, Sir, as there is not one fingle circumftance 

now exifting to authorife and confirm fuch fufpi- 

cions, as the prefent miniftry fuccefsfully and 
peaceably diffolved a Parliament, flagrante bello, 

and while difturbances were in the kingdom , I hope 
no fuch attack may be made on the liberties o f a 

free people, unlefs the neceflity be made appear 

from facts, and not from the fuppofition o f fancy.

As for my own part, I can fcarcely admit the 

poffibility of any difturbance, either at ,home, or 

from abroad. A  young Prince, amiable in his perfon 
and manners ; fon of a father beloved by the peo

ple, born amongft us, one who has never done an 

aft that has offended any fingle perfon living, peace 

ryid tranquillity abroad ; and fhould any diftur

bances, or any unforefeen accidents arife, there are 

fix months after the demife of the Crown, provided 

by law', to confider w'hether it be neceffary to pro

long the Parliament: whereas by rafhly coming 
into this meafure, you will give room to the peo

ple without doors to fufpeft that there is a defign 

in this very Council of Regency, to eftablifh and 

perpetuate their own power by the authority o f the

parlia-
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liament in being ; which, to be fure, in the main, 

is a very groundless furmife : becaufe the noble 

perlons who fill the great offices, nominated by 

this bill, are men who have (hewn themfelves not 

the lead ambitious, or defirous o f power ; and the 

prefent Parliament is certainly compofed o f very 

uncorrupt members, who are in no wife under any 

influence, but have, God be thanked ! all honed 

hearts, and clean hands. But, Sir, we may all 

degenerate, and therefore we ought not to trull: 

ourfelves, left degeneracy ihould arife.

U pon the whole, I do hope and truft that this 

bill will be recommitted, in order to make a good 

and conftitutional bill o f it ; for I do folemnly de-> 

clare that, in my opinion, the plan o f the bill, as 
it now {lands worded, feems calculated toeftabliih 

{in oligarchy, the word government in thç world»

[ *5 .1

T h e  principal objections to the reftri&ions of 

the power o f the Regent in this bill have 
arifen from the confeffed public and private vir

tues o f her R oyal H ighnefs, and the neceffary 

and infeparable connexion o f her intereft with 

that o f her Ion : but, allowing thefe virtues 

And this connexion, the reftriftions in the bill 

were infifted on as nçceffary, for the following
9
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ift. This bill is to be confidered as a precedent 

t'or future times, and no power ought to be in
truded with the virtuous, which would becom e 

dangerous, when, by a natural fucceflion o f events, 

it ihall devolve upon the vicious; and for this rea- 

fon our anceftorshave chofen to tranfmit down to us, 

rather a limited than an abfolute monarchy, though 

they were not ignorant that a power to do good 

was limited by the fame regulations which re- 

ilrained a power to do ill, and that an abfolute 

monarchy was the moil eligible form o f govern

ment, if  it were poffible to infure a fucceffion o f 

Princes, whofe fagacity could difcover the public 

intereft, and whofe virtue would purfue it. Jt has 

indeed been objected, that there is a degree o f ar
rogance in fuppofing that the prefect bill, which 

has been planned without any regard to former 

precedents, will be regarded as an inviolable pre

cedent in times to come ; but however defpicable 

the prefent adminrftration may be reprefented, and 

and however vigilant, faithful, and magnanimous 

future parliaments may be imagined, it cannot be 

denied, that if hereafter a perfon of great influ

ence, perhaps a prefumptive heir to the Crown, 

fhoukl produce a precedent o f unlimited power, 
which had been attended with honour to the re

gent, and felicity to the people, it would be very 

difficult to prevent its being followed by a majority in 

both hpufes of Parliament ; and that the regency 

of her Royal Highnefs, i f  (he ihould be invefted

.with
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\vith unlimited power, would be honourable arid 

happy cannot be doubted, becaufe her abilities 

to execute fo important a truft are univerfally ac  ̂

know lcdged. It will appear yet more probable, 
that this precedent would be followed, if  it be 

coniidered, that if, upon the next emergency, 

the peifon to be appointed regent could not fafely 

be intrufted with fovereign power, this could ne

ver be given as a reafon for departing from a pre

cedent in his favour ; it could not be faid that, 

though the power o f the Princefs Dowager o f 

'W a le s  was not limited, yet the fhackles o f re- 

ítriiíHon are now neceffary to confine the hands o f 

tyranny, and fiiorten the ftrides o f ambition ; and 

as it is not eafy to conceive by what other reafons 

an oppofition could be lupported, there is the 

greatefl probability that the precedent would be 

followed of courfe.

“2. A s a M inority has often produced confufion 

and calam ity, it is fit, that in fuch an exegency, 

fome general law fhoukl mediately take place ; and 

furely the public tranquillity, and the right o f the 
young Prince will be more effe&ually fecured, if 
it be eftabliihed as a general rule, that a Regent 

be appointed, together with a council, which fhall 
at once affift and reftrain, than that a foie Regent 

be immediately veiled with fovereign authority ; 

and though this bill has been faid to be unprece
dented, it is perhaps only fo, in that the Queen-

£  2 - mother
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mother is appointed Regent ; for the eftablifhment 

o f a Council o f Regency has been the practice of 

our anceitors ever fince the conqueft, exceptin the 

cafe of the Earl o f Pembroke, during the mino

rity o f Henry III. and Richard D uke of Glouceftefj 

in the minority o f Edward V . W hen the Earl o f 

Pembroke was appointed foie Regent, the nation 

was in fuch a ftate o f danger and confufion, that it 

became neceflary to deviate from the general rule, 

however prudent ; in the cafe o f Richard, a foie 

Regency, with fovereign authority, was rather 

ufurped, than appointed, and the ufe he made o f 

his power is die ftrongeft reafon why it fhould not 

be fuffered to come into the hands of another.

3. It has been objededto a Council o f R egency, 

that it will expofe us to the confufion and mifery o f 

contending factions, each of which will have no 

other view than the exalting or enriching itfelf : 

•and thus the buiinefs of the nation will be neglected, 

and poffibly its intereft betrayed, either by the 

prevailing party for hire, or by the inferior in re

venge. But it will be univerfally confeffed, that 

faction is lets likely to overturn the conftitution, 

and to perpetrate irreparable wrong, than uiurpa- 
tion ; it is therefore o f more moment to guard 

againit uiurpation than faction : nor are thefe fears 
of taction, and the dreadful _e it efts that they will 
produce, juitiiied by experience, or founded upon 

teafon ; for during the minorities o f Edward III.

and
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and Richard II. there appears to have been no 

faftion in the councils o f regency ; but, on the 

contrary, th e misfortunes which the nation then 
fuffered, arofe from the implicit confent c f  the 

C ouncil to whatever the R egent propoled; and, 
confequently, from the R egency’s becoming foie 

and fovereign in fa il, though it was limited and 

divided in form and in name. There was indeed 

a divifion in the council o f regency, during the 
m inority o f  H enry V I. but it was fuch a divifion 

as a council o f regency is intended to produce, an 
oppofition to a violent and imprudent attempt, the 

eftabliihment o f  the K in g  o f England upon the 

throne o f France, the fuccefs o f which would have 
been the greateil calamity that could have fallen 

upon the nation. In the minority o f Edward V . 

there was no Council, and therefore could be no 

oppofition ; but it is indifputably to be wiihed, 

that a council had been appointed by aft o f Par
liam ent before the death o f his father, and that 

fom e o f them, at leaft had vigorouily oppofed the 

ambition o f  Richard III. It is true, that in the 
governm ent during the minority of Edward V I. 
there were faftions that produced confufion and 

debility in the ftate, but this was the effect o f his 
father’s folly, who appointed an imprafticable 

g o v e r n m e n t ,  o f which fuch confufion was the un

avoidable conlequence. H e appointed a Council 

o f  fixteen, without any regent or pre-eminence,

and another Council o f twelve, without whofe ad
vice
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vice the fixteen were not to act, and none o f whom 

thtv had power to remove ; befides, both o f the 
twelve and of the iixteen, fome were Proteftants 

and fome Papifts, equally zealous, reitiefs, and 
impotent. The diviiions and factions therefore 

that diftrefled that minority are, by no means, to be 

afcribedto the appointment of aCounciioi R egency, 

but to the non-appointment of a Regent, and the inju

dicious choice of a Council, both with refpeit to its 

form and the members of which it confided. It does 

not therefore appear that the fear of factions in 

fuch a council of regency as is appointed by this 

bill, is juftified by experience, and if  notjuftified 
by experience, it cannot be fupported by reafon ; 

for, as mankind in general are the fame, act by the 

fame principles, and fall by the fame temptations 

the future is the beft inferred from the paft, and 

no better arguments can be advanced for the p ro

bability of a future event, than that it has hap

pened before ; fo that reafon as well as experience 

is in favour ot the bill ; for, i f  factions have not 

been the confequence of former Councils o£ R e- 

gency, it is improbable they ihould be the confe
quence of this.

4. The reftridtions in the bill are fuch only as a 
wile and good Sovere: v w o u ld  lay upon him felf ; 
for, it cannot be believed that fuch a Prince would 

eithei make peace or war, prorogue or difl'olve 

parliaments, or remove or appoint any great offi

cers
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cers o f ftate, or Bifhops, or Judges, whofe places 

continue for life, without the âdvice of his council. 

A n d  the power o f the Council o f Regency is merely 

reftrictive. T h ey  cannot meet but when called by 

the R egen t, nor, when met, can they take any 

thing into coniideration that is not by the Regent 

laid before them ; their refolutions are ineffectual 

without her concurrence, and their diflent to any 

ufeful meaiure may be over-ruled by Parliament, 

as upon the addrels o f both houfes, the whole 

C oun cil, or any o f  its members may be removed,

5. T h is bill is rendered abfolutely neceffary by 

a defeót in our conilitution, which his Majeftv, 
no doubt, intended to obviate, by propofing to the 

coniideration o f  his Parliament the making a pro

per proviiion for the regular adminiftration o f go

vernm ent, i f  his fucceffor ihould be a minor; for 

the K in g  is never fuppofed to be a minor by 
the law ; but, upon his acceliion to the throne, be

comes immediately inveiled with fovereign au
thority,' and the whole executive power lodges in 
his hands, though an infant o f but a month old : 
the confequence o f which is, that he who, by 

whatever means, gets poireffion o f the infant’s 

perfon, is eventually poííeíTed o f regal authority 

and prerogative. A nd it was by this defefh, that 

the D uke o f Gloucefter, afterwards Richard I ll-  

intruded upon fovereign power, and perverted it 
to the deftruilion o f thofe from whom it was de

rived. It is indeed enafted by the ftat. 8 K in g
W illiam ,

\
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W illiam , that upon the demife of tbc fovereign the 

Parliament lhall meet, and that the feffion (hall 

continue fix months ; but it is immediately added, 

uniefs the fame ihall be fooner prorogued or dif- 

folved by the next heir to the crown, without any 

exception to exclude an infant, though o f but a 

day old : fo that if an infant be the next heir, who. 

foever ihall be in pofieffion o f his perfon, may 
effectually prevent the Parliament from acting, by 

diffolving or proroguing it as foon as it is met ; 

and, as the law has not obliged them to call ano~ 

ther, they may wait till they have found means tQ 
get fuch a Parliament chofen, as may give its fanc- 

tion to every a d  of oppreffion and ufurpation that 

has taken place, or that may be propofed.

T he Parliament therefore cannot be a fufficient 

check upon a foie Regent, invefted with fovereign 

authority, as its power may fo eafily be eluded; 

nor is this a mere fpeculative poffibility, for the 

power of Parliament was thus eluded by Richard III, 

while he was Regent ; and, within one year, he 

procured fuch members to be chofen as confirmed 

his ufurpation ; though when the K in g, his bro

ther, died, there were nine perfons *  who would 

legally have fucceeded to the crown before him. 

Nor is there any reafon to imagine, that, in future

* Five daughters and two fons o f the late K ing, and a ion 
and a daughter o f the D uke o f C larence, who] was R ichard ’s 
cldeft brother.

times.
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times, the people will have more virtue, or that a 
Prince who w ill pofleis more power and greater 

revenue w ill have lei's intereft than Richard.
* ^

6. T h is  bill is calculated, not only for the pub

lic benefit and for the feeurity o f the young King, 

but for the eafe, the fafety and honour o f the R e 

gent. It is for the fecurity o f the Prince and the 

welfare o f the P ublic, that the R egent is reftrained 

from loch  adts as could admit o f no remedy, if  
they ihould appear to have been o f  pernicious con- 

fequence, even by the K in g  him felf when he ihould 

com e at age ; but it is for the honour o f the R e

gent that Ihe is invefted with every other branch 

o f  fovereign authority ; and though Ihe is reftrained 

from  appointing Bithops or Judges, who hold 

their places for life ; yet ihe m ay, by her foie 
power, appoint much more important officers foi 

the time being, iuch as the L o rd  Lieutenant o f 

Ireland, the General o f the A rm y, and the G o
vernors o f the Plantations, and many others ; and 

it is for her eafe as well as fafety, that a Council is 

appointed her,' becaufe the R egent, as a fubjeft, 

being ftill accountable for her conduct, it is of 

areat moment to her, that the confent arid ap, 

probation o f the chief officers o f ftate to every 
important aft o f her government ihould be fo au

thenticated, as that fuch confent and approbation, 

m ay eafily be made to appear for her juftification,

i f  any meafure which thall be taken during her ad.
* ' F  miniftntfioi*
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jniniftration ihould be attended with unhappy con- 

fçquences.

Upon the whole it is to be obferved, that the 

oppofition to this bill, as reftraining the power of 

the Regent by a Council, and the 7.eal of many 

who are the known friends o f liberty, for entrufl- 

jng the Prjncefs Dowager of W ales with a fovereign 

and unlimited authority, will ftand upon record a- 

tnong many other undoubtable evidences o f his 

M ajeity’s wifdom, and the diilinguiihed merit of 

t'nat moil excellent Princefs whom he recommend

ed : and that the placing the confidence in her 

Royal Highnefs was objefted to for no other rea- 

lon, than becaufe it was thought to be inconfiftent 

with the Britiih conftjtutjon, to afford a precedent 

to pofterity, which might hereafter be fatal to fomç 

of her Royal Highnefs’s defcendants, and to de

prive her adminiftration o f a fanétion which would 

at once add weight to her authority, wifdom to heç- 
Councils, and fecurity to her perfon.

[  34 ]
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I • I H E  principal objections to the reftriftions o f 
the power of the Regent are, indeed, built upon 

me. ConfciTed public and private virtues o f her
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R oyal H ighnefs, and the necefiary connexion of 

lier intereft with that o f her fon ; and for this rea- 

fon they are not to be fhaken by the batteries of 

declam ation, or fapped by the mines o f fophiflry. 
T h a t the appointing a Princefs, thus qualified, 

foie R egent with fovereign power is the immediate 

intereft o f the nation, no man has yet ventured to 

deny ; and by what argument can it be proved that 
the immediate intereft o f the nation ought to be 
given tip for a remote poflîbility ? a pofïïbility that 

i'ome future generation may be fo weak, or fo cor

rupt, as to m ake no newprovifionforanew exigency, 

in which, except the minority o f the K in g, every 
circum ilance ihall be different ? It cannot be fup-1 

pofed that the regulation which the prefent Parlia
ment is about to m ake will reftrain all future Par

liaments from the lame exercife o f their power. 
A n d  it is an infult upon human underftanding to 
infinuate that, by a natural fucceffion o f events, the 

power which may now be intrufted with her Royal 

H ighnefs, ihall- o f courfe devolve upon future R é 

cents, as the power o f an abfolute monarch flows 
hom  tyrant to tyrant in an uninterrupted and here

ditary deicent. On the contrary, if that realomng 
which is derived from facts, is leaft fubjeft to fallacy 

and error, it is 1b far from being probable that this 
precedent will always be followed in time to come, 
that it is probable it will never be followed at all; 

for it appears from our hiftories that no two regu
lations for the adminillration o f government during

„ a mi-



a minority are alike, nor is it now expedient to pay 

any regard to what has been done on thefe occa- 

fions in times paft.

It has been faid, that no reafon could be given 

for departing from this precedent, even though the 

Regent to be appointed ihould be fo circumftanced 

as to endanger the right of the minor ; but there is 

no caufe to imagine that any future Parliament will 

be fo infamous for proftitution or timidity, as not 

to declare to fuch perfon that it is an eftabliihed 

maxim of this government, that faótion is lefs to 

be dreaded than ufurpation ; and therefore that, 

notwithftanding his perfonal merit, he cannot be 

inverted with fovereign authority, becaufe he ftands 

next in the line of fucceffion, or becaufe his power, 

his influence, or his popularity, have given him an 

elevation equally formidable and illuftrious. But 

if it be granted that this bill will defcend as an in

violable law, from which, upon no exigency, the 

legiflators of futurity fhall dare to depart, the rea- 

fons againft it become ftill more numerous and more 

cogent. It is a precedent for violating the confu

tation by dividing the prerogative; for the execu

tive power is the prerogative of one, and not the 
joint privilege o f many ; and if  future attempts to 

change the conftitution (hall be fupported by the 
folenin fandion o f this bill, the deference that fhall 
be paid to it by poflerity will enfure the fuccefs o f

ledition,
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fedition, and overturn the legiilature by dividing 
itfe lf againft itfelf.

2. T h a t a minority has often produced confu

fion and calamity is true ; but it is probable that 

this confufion and calamity will rather be increafed 

than prevented by the immediate intervention o f a 
general law, by which the fame regulation is to be 

eftablifhed, however circumftances may differ. T h e  

dangers o f a minority, on the contrary, can only 
be obviated by adapting the regulation to the par

ticular exigencies o f the ftate, the character of the 

R egen t, the influence o f parties, and the faftions 

o f  the court ; circumftances which, as they may be 

infinitely varied, muft render different meafures 
expedient, which precedent cannot poffibly direft, 

and which no general regulation can fupply. Nor 

is it lefs abfurd to eftabliih, at this time, a law 
which fhall take place in all future minorities, than 

it would be in a phyfician to prefcribe a medicine 
to be adminiftered in all future difeafes which might 
be contrafted by his patient, though fome other 

m ight be much better adapted to remove his pre

fent malady. T o  fuit an adminiftration to parti
cular national circumftances, feems at leaft to have 

been attempted in all the minorities that have al
ready happened, by the great difference o f the 
forms o f government that have been at different 

times eftabliihed on thefe occafions. T h e Earl o f 
Pem broke was appointed foie Regent with little
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lefs than fovereign authority ; the Bifliop o f W in - 
cheiter foie Regent, but fubjed to a chief jufticiary, 

which he could not remove ; a Council ol R egen
cy was next appointed without a Regent ; three 

joint Regents were afterwards appointed with a 

Council ; then two Protectors with a Council ; and? 

in the laft minority, that of Edward VI. there was 
a Council of Regency without a Regent, fubject 

to the controul of another Council : fo that a kind 

o f general precedent refults from all thefe regula
tions, that of acting as the cafe requires, without 

any regard to former appointments, which were, 

and mult neceffarily have been, temporary and 
particular.

3. It has been afierted, by the advocates for the 
bill, that a Council of Regency will not expofe 

the nation to the mifery of contending fa&ions ; 

and great pains has been taken to iliew that the 

dread of thefe fa&ions is not juilified by experience. 
But there is no need to examine the tranfactions o f  

Edward III. Richard II. or Henry VI. to deter
mine the queftion ; other facts, that are too noto- 

•

nous to be doubted, and too recent to be forgotten, 
fufficiently juftify thefe fears; and if  what (hall 
be, is bed inferred from what has been, no doubt 

can remain of the confufion that mult arife from 
the ftiife of many for diítinétion or for power, 
which only one can obtain. There have been re- 

fignations and combinations to refign, infolent and

infamous
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jnhimous expedients to compel a fovereign into the 

m cafuies of dependents whom his nod might have 

difm iffed to infignificance and contempt. And 

fj om thofe who have iniulted their Prince, and 

been known to have rifqued the ruin of their coun

try, to render the projects o f a rival abortive, what 

m ight not be dreaded when they know that they 

cannot be rem oved but by time, and that without 
tiieir concurrence in every motion the whole me- 

chanifm o f government muft ftand ilill ? I f  among 

the members o f a Council, the creating commif- 

lioners o f a turnpike, and the appointment o f a 
clerk to a court o f confcience, having produced 

difcord, debate, and animofity, it is abfurd to ima

gine that in the filling great employments with 

perfons o f high rank, and the conferring o f places 
that are to be held tor life, they fhould be lefs fac

tious, or that they would efpoufe oppofite intereils 

with lefs ardour and obilinacy ? But the ilrength 

o f  thefe objections is fuppofed to be evaded by al- 
ledgino-, that though factions in fuch a CouncilO O' o
m ay poiïïbly produce fome degree o f confufion and 

debility in the ftate, yet faction is lefs likely to 
overturn the conftitution than ufurpation ; and it 

is taken for granted that from the danger o f ufur

pation we are effectually fecured by this bill. But 

by this bill the royal power is not limited, it is di
vided ; and it will appear, from our hiftories, that 
every attempt to divide the royal power has pro

ceeded with confufion, and terminated in tyranny.
W hen
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W hen the royal power was divided by the will o f  

Henry V III. after a few ftruggles in the toils of an 
im practicable government, the D uke of Somerfet 

ufurped the foie Regency with fovereign power : 

this ufurpation precipitated his rum, and the E ail 
o f Northumberland fucceeded, by the fame means, 

to the fame power, in Which he was fcarce efta- 

bliihed before he formed a fc'neme to place the 

crown upon the head o f his fon, and ga\ e ilrong 
reafonto fufpect, that he was acceflary to the death 

o f his ward ; an event, however, which admitted 

Mary to the throne, who at once put an end to-his 

proje&s and his life. A  like impracticable fcheme 

of government is now about to take place, and will 

probably produce the like effects. Fourteen Kings 

are fubftituted in the ftead of one, and as they can

not be fuppofed to concur in the lame meafures, af

ter the power and the influence o f each has been af- 

certained in the ftruggle, the weaker will naturally 

deliit from a hopelefs attempt, and the ambition o f 

the ftronger will have no other obftacles to furmount. 

It may indeed be objefted, that in thefe fuppofi- 

tions no notice is taken either o f the Regent or 

the Parliament, both of whom are fuppofed to be 

a check upon an afpiring individual, or a factious 

majority in the Council. But to this objection the 
anfwer is eafy ; no notice is taken o f the Regent, 

becaufe it is evident that ihe can be no more than 
a cypher, nothing being more certain than that 

the majority o f the Council will unite asrainft her,O J

efpecially
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efpecially as by the bill that majority is provided 

with a head ; and as (he cannot govern without 

them, ihe muft o f necefiity fuffer herfelf to be go

verned by them : as to the Parliament, the time 

has been, and probably may be, in which Parlia

ments have been under minifterial influence. It is 

therefore not impoffible that a factious majority in 

the Council o f R egency may be fupported by a 

factious majority, at leaft in one houfe. It will 
then be impracticable for the Regent to diffolve 

either combination, becaufe no member o f the 

C ouncil is to be rem oved but upon the addrefs o f 
both H oufcs, nor is the Parliament to be diffolved 

but by the confent o f the majority o f the Council : 

but this is not all, for it is evident that the R e

gent m ay, in thefe circumftances, be compelled to 

difmifs from her Council whoever is not in the 

combination ; and thus the danger o f an ufurpa- 

tion is evinced, aimait to a demonftration ; for 

whoever is at the head o f the confedeiacy, in 
w hich the whole Council will be abiorbed, mult 

almoft inienfibly become inverted with fovereign 

power, and, by an eafy traniition, become abfolute 

and defpotic. T h is bill therefore is not adapted 

to prevent that mifchief, in the fear o f which every 

pofitive good is confeffedly given -up, and every 

other evil is incurred.

4. It has been faid, that the reilraint which is 

laid upon the Regent is fuch only as a wife and

G  Sood

t 41 ]



good fovereign would lay upon himfelf ; with re- 

fpeft therefore to her Royal Highnefs, whofe good- 

nefs and wifdom have never yet been difputed, 

they are unneceffary ; but the terms that have been, 

ufed upon this occaiion are equivocal and evaiive ; 

for there is furely a wide difference between a 

Sovereign who takes the advice o f his Council, 

with refpeft to important tranfaclions, of the fitnefs 

o f which he is finally to judge, and which are 
either to be fufpended or executed as he alone 

ihall determine ; and a Regent to whom the will 

of this Council muft eventually give law ; who can 

purfue no meafure of moment in which they do 

not concur,, and who cannot remove them, how

ever infolent, arbitrary, or capricious, however 

wanton in the power they poiTefs, and however ne

gligent in the duties which they owe. A s the 

power of the Council is not merely reftriftive, 

neither is it true that they cannot meet but when 

called together by the Regent, or take any fub- 

ject into confideration which is not by her laid be

fore them ; for of this Council a prefident is ap

pointed, and the office o f a prefident is to call a 

Council together, and to propofe fuch fubje&s as 
he thinks proper to their confideration. T h e  bill 

indeed fays, that they ihall meet when her Royal 

Highnefs fhall pleafe to direâ: ; but there are no 

words to prevent their meeting without her direc
tion, noi any by which ihe is impowered to put an 

end to their meeting ; neither is there any claufe to

reftrain
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relirai il them in the fubjects o f their confideration ; 

the R egent appears to have no right to be prefent 

at their deliberations, and they feem to be im- 
powered not only to deliberate, but to act without 

lier concurrence ; for it is exprefsly faid, that “ any 

five lball be lufficient to a ft, and that the afts of 

fuçh five fhall be deemed to be afts o f the Coun

cil o f R egen cy.”  T h e  Regent therefore does not 

appear to have always even a negative voice, but 

as the difient o f the Council to any ufeful meafure 
can only be over-ruled by the addrefs o f both 

H oules, their influence will probably fecure them 

in the pofleffion o f their power.

5. A m ong other reafons which induftrious fal

lacy has fuggeiled in defence o f this bill, the moil 

pompous and the m oil plaufible is , that a certain 

defeft in our conftitution has made it abfolutejy 

neceffary. It is faid, that by the law the king is 
never fuppofed to be a minor, and that though he 
be but a month old, whoever gets pofleffion or his 
perfon becomes confequently inveiled with the 
whole executive power, and may diflolve the Par

liament which, by the 8tli o f K ing W illiam , is ap, 

pointed to meet on the demife o f the king, and 
thus fecure him felf in the poffeffion not only of 
fo v e r e i g n  but o f arbitrary power. This however 

is far from being a true ftate o f the cafe ; for evçn 
before the eilablilhment of a Houfe ot Commons, 

the whole legiflative power being lodged in t ie
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King and the Barons, when a minority happened 

the government did not devolve upon thofe who 

had poiTeffed themfelves of the K ing’s perfon, but 

upon the Barons, or fuch as they ihould appoint ; * 

and when an Houfe of Commons became a third 

part of the legiflature, the regulation of the Ba

rons was not final, but laited only till it was con

firmed by Parliament. From the conqueft to the 

8th of King W illiam III. there does not therefore 

appear to be any fuch dreadful defeft in the con- 

ftitution as is pretended : a new regulation was 

then made, and upon the demife o f the K ing the 

Parliament then in being, or the laft preceding 

Parliament, was appointed to meet and fit fix 
months ; nor can fuch Parliament be prevented 

from afting by any who iliall get poiTefiion o f the 

perfon of the minor; for the words, ■“  unlefs the 

fame fhall be fooner prorogued or diflolved by the 

next heir to the crown,”  plainly fuppofe the minor 

to come of age within fix months after the demiie 

of his predeceiTor, becaufe his capacity to aft is 

implied, and a minor has no fuch capacity ; but if 

anyfubjeft, however great by his ftation or by 

his birth, fliould, in the rafhnefs of his ambition, 

dare to prorogue or diffolve the Parliament in the 

name of a minor, before they had fettled a R e 

gency, it is much more probable that they would 

fend him to the Tower, than that they would fe- 

parate ; and it is to be hoped that every gentleman

See the H iilory o f H enry  II I .
who
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who lias been prefent at the debate is o f this 

opinion. H ow  the power o f Parliament was 

eluded by Richard III. it is not neceilary to in
quire, becaufe fubfequent ftatutes have made the 
fame methods impracticable ; fo that the putting 

an end to one Parliament, and the delaying to call 

another, till fuch an one can be procured by undue 

influence as (hall confirm an ufurpation, are chi

merical dangers which fubtility has difplayed to 

terrify thofe whom ihe could not convince ; as 

the head o f M edufa was held up to petrify an 

enem y, whom force was wanting to fubdue.

6. U pon the whole this bill is not calculated for 

public benefit, becaufe it mult neceflarily produce 

faétion, by which the adminiftration of the govern

ment will be either flopped or impeded ; not for 

the fecurity o f the young K in g, becaufe it will ra

ther facilitate than prevent an ufurpation ; not for 

the benefit o f pofterity, becaufe to follow it as a 

precedent w ill be abfurd and pernicious ; and not 
for the honour o f the R egent, becaufe lhe is re- 

ftrained from the voluntary exercife of her virtues; 
her want o f inclination to do ill is abforbed in her 
want o f power, and ihe can be confidered only as 
an infiniment in the hands o f others who have fa- 

crificed her glory to the continuance of their own 
importance. It is indeed pretended that the go

vernments abroad, the army, the navy, and many 
important ecclefiaftical and civil employments, are
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in her difpofal : but this is true only in appearance; 

for, in fail, ihe can difpofe of no employment, 
the patent, commiffion, or warrant foi which mull 

pafs the great or privy feal, or be counterfigned 

by any of the great officers whom ihe cannot 

remove ; and few other places are in her gift. 

The fecurity of her perfon is another compliment 

paid her by this bill ; but her perfon would have 
been fecured by her fagacity and her virtue ; or, 

fuppofing thefe to have been infufficient, it is not 

ealy to conceive that any benefit is conferred, when, 
to prevent the confequences o f acting wrong, a 

perfon is reilrained from acting at all ; or that he 

who takes away honour deferves thanks for con- 

feriincr fafety.O J
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IV;dnefday, May 2 2, 17 51, 

H is Majefly went to the Houfe o f Peers and 
gave his AiTent to

“  A  B ill*  for providing for the Adminiilration 

of the Government, in cafe it ihould defcend 
to any of the Children o f his late Royal 

Highnefs the Prince of W ales under the A ge 

of Eighteen, and appointing a Guardianlhip 
for the Care of their Perfons.”

* By the third  claufe o f this bill, which occaíioned a flrong 
debate, his M ajefty is authorized to add four m em bers to the  
Council of Regency, befides thofe m entioned in the m eflage 
prefented to both Houfes ; and his Royal Highnefs the D uke 
o f Cumberland is appointed Prefident o f the iaid C ouncil.—- 
T h ere  were prefent at the third reading in the H oufe o f Peer* 
330 o f that noble body, ________________________
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Kings, from Egbert to George III. inclufive, o  I 6 

T h e  iH iftory o f Three Btothers ; to which are 
added, G ray’s Elegy, Pope’s Univerfal 
Prayer, and the H iftory o f John Gilpin : 
embelliihed with five beautiful Cuts, o  o  6

T h e  H iftory o f  a School-boy,with other Pieces, o  I o  
T h e  Children’s M ifcellany, containing £he 

H iftory o f L ittle  Jack, by the Author o f 
Sandford and M erton, —  °  3 3

S eleft Stories, by M . Berquin, —  0 2 6
T h e  Children’s Friend, by M . Berquin, com

plete in 4 vols. ------  0 8 0
L ’ A m i des Enfans, par M . Berquin. Com 

plete in 4 vols, with Frontifpieces, o  10 o
T h e  H iftory o f L ittle  Jack, by the Author o f

Sandford and M erton, with 22 Cuts, 0 1 0
T h e  Friend o f  Y ou th , tranflated from the

French o f  M . Berquin, complete in 2 vols, o 5 0
D a y ’s H iftory o f  Sandford and M erton, 2 vols.

i2m o. —  ------  0 6 0
»■ —  » ■ ■ ------------- — ------  ■ »■ tranf

lated by M . Berquin, 2 vols. i2m o. O 6 Ó

Scott’s Memoirs o f  the M ogul Empire, 0 4 0
H aftings’s State o f India, — — ■ o  2 »0
M ajor Scott’s Obfervations on M r. Sheridan’s

Statement o f the India Bills, O 3 O
Haftings’s Narrative o f the Infurredlion atBe-

nares, 4to. — . v  —• 0 12 0
N ew  Heraldry in M iniature, fewed, 0 2 6
Short Account o f the Prince o f Wales’s Ifland,

w ith  a V iew  o f  Captain Trapaud, fewed, 0 * 6  
D e Lolm e’ s Eflay on an Union with Ireland,

4to. ------  —  . 0 3 6
Sir G ilbert E lliot’s Charges againft Sir Elijah

t a p * .  -  -  9  * J

1VtfUf Books printed fo r  John Stocidale.



A  Treatife on th e  Culture of the Pine Apple,and the 
M a n a gem en t of th e  Hot Houfe; &c. by W illiam  
Speechly,,8vo. i l .  is. r

The Hiftory of* the.T urkifh  or Ottoman Empire, 
from tbe Foundation rn 1500. % By A . Hawkins, Eiq.
a vols* 8vo. lî* 6s* ' y

Remarks on the favourite Ballet o f  Cupid and
Pfvche, &c. By the Rev. M r. Nares. is. 6d. '

Obfervations on the Three laft Volumes o f the R o 
man Hiftory. By Edwhrd Gibbon, Efq. is. 6d.

A  Letter to Arthur-Young, Efq. on the Exportation 
of W ool, by Thomas Day, Efq. is.

The Hiftoçy and Practice of Aeroftation. By 1 . Ca- 
valfe, Efq. F. R* S. 6s.

The Hiftory of Greenland. By David Crantz, 2 vols.
ïo s . ' « ‘ / .

The Hiftary o f the Brethren. By D , Crantz. Tranf- 
lated by the Rev. B. Latrobe. 6s. 6d. 
c Spangenberg’s Chriftian Do£tríne* Tranflàted bÿ 
B. Latrobe. 5s. Y ' • • f  Y" t

Natural Curiofities o f Malham, in Craven, Y o rk - 
ihire. By Thomas Hurt ley. 5s.

The oWorks of the late D . John JebK By Joh» 
Difney, D . D . F.*S. A . 3 vols. 8V0. i l .  is.

An EiTay on Trade. Bv̂  jófiah Tucker, D.1 D . 2S*
The London Calendar for 1)89, 2s. W ith an A l

manack, as. çd. Or, complete, including the Bengal 
Calendar,. 55* 6d. bound.

The “Bengal Cafendar for the Year 1789 : including 
a Lift of the Hon. and United Eaft-India Company’s 
C iv il asnd M ilitary Servants on the Bengal Eftablim- 
xnent, &c. including alfo thofé at Madras, Bombav, 
Fort Marlborough, China, and St. Helena, is. 6d* 
fewed in Marble Paper. • 1

A  Letter from a Gentleman on board an Indiaman 
to his Friend in London, giving an Account o f the 
lihnd <rf Johann*; is,

tJaü Books printed f i r  John Shchdale*
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