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FO R three months a rebellion has openly exift-
ed in this country. This rebellion,  though its
principles had been inculcated, and its plan had
been formed fome time previous to the arrival of
Tord Camden, reccived a confiderable addition
both of force and order during his lordfhip’s
adminiftration. ‘The danger to the kingdom was
increafed by an invafion, threatened and prepared
by a formidable foreign enemy.

From the time of the reports of the Secret Com-
mittees of both Houfes of Parliament, Govern-
ment were in poffefiion of "proof of the fature of
the rebel principles, and of the means accumula-
ted to carry them into effeft. Government de-
clared its determination of punifhing the rebellion
of its fubjeéts, and of repelling the invafion of
its efiemy, by arms. No time was loft in appli-
cation fo Parliament for the neceflary fupply 3
and Parliament, notwithflanding the vehemence
with which, by a particular party in both king-

' doms,

X



e(— !‘ , S, ,_,_ ,ﬁd‘?':‘

doms, all meafiires of coercion were reprobate .
and thofe of  conciliation recommended, granted
every fupply, and enaded every law which the
military information, and the political wifdom of
our rulers demanded or fuggefted. Wielding
without controul the natural and political force of
the kingdom, adminiftration declared itfelf pre-
PARED for the utmolft exigency of events.

The 'rebellion broke out, and has ‘marked ‘its
progrefs like Attila, who boafledthat the grafs
never grew where his horfethad trod. -As a
meafure of coercion, the military force has, without
controul, been apphcd by the mlhtdry fkili of the
fiate,

‘The rebellion 15 yoT surPrRESSED.

A ftate paper * has appeared, which, notwith-
fianding {ome awkward, if not ridiculous circum-
ftances, under. which it labours, muft be con-
fidered {oberly as a leading mca{'ure of concilia-

tion.

It is_now propofed to enquire, whether this
FIRST movement towards conciliation, could have
been- dire€ted either by integrity or prudence.

Previous to which, however, it will be neceffary
fo

* Vide a ftate paper which éppeared in the Dublin Gazette
of the 3d of July, without title, fignature or addrcfs, bur.-

conjectured to be a Proclamation,

!
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to advert to fome peculiar charaters by which
the growth of this rebellion has been marked,

and to fome of the meafures of coercion which haye.
been applied to defiroy it.

‘When it- is faid, that a rebellion exifts in this
country, the word rebellion muft be underftood
in a particular fenfe. It can never be intended
that all rebellions are equal in the moral f{cale.
It can never be intended to infult the rhcmory of

 the unhappy Scots rebel of 1745, by any compa-
rifon with the Irith rebel of the prefent day. Ths

rebellion in Scotland was a lamentable facrifice
to mifplaced affetion, and to ancient, though
miftaken loyalty ; in which, though it hecame
neceffary to punith the a&, it was impoflible not
to pity, if not to refpect the principle.

But what are the .marks by which the nature
of the prefent rebellion may be known? It is
not a rebellion of ancient aff=&ion, glowing even
in its afhes. It is not a rebellion of thofe, whofe
knowledge having ‘extended their views, thewed
them confequences fatal to future liberty, from
gradual and prefent abufes. 1Itis not a rebellion
of thofe, whofe extent of property might make
them feel in“their own perfons the particular

~weight ‘of an oppreflive government. But it is

a rebellion of the peafant, fupported by fome
prefbyterian thopkeepers, and led and corrupted
by fome popith priefts. It is a rebellion of the

“wedver, having re-fet in'his loom a new web of
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the conftitution, on a2 new pattern—of the black-.
fmith, bammering out a new fyftem of goyémj;
ment red-hot from his bellows. But it is nota
rebellion of the peafant, detached merely from
his aliegiance and his ordinary obedience to. the
laws. It is a rebeilion of the peafant detach-
ed from every virtue of the heart. It 1s not
an attack upon the particular govcfnmcnt of
this particular country. It is an, attack upon
every tie of focial life that ever exifted in any
government in the world. It is'a courfe of do-
meflic treachery, of cruel murder, and cowardly
affa{lination. ‘

o

Now, by what ladder have we mounted to
this pinnacle of depravity ?

Our progrefs is to be found in our ewn laws,
and our own condu&. We cannot obliterate the
black letter of our own folly in ‘our own flatute
book. .

Towards the commencement of the prefent
reign, fome modern doétrines (which have fince
pread, and where they have fpread have ravaged
Europe) were broached, which then took the in- |
definite name of * liberality of fentiment.” The
talk and the writing at that time, on this “ libe-
rality of fentiment,” excited the hopes, thouglhr it
was too flow to gratify the defires of a certain
clafs of men in this country. Then was born

the new idea of quickening the legiflature, by
mixing
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mixling a tolerable proportion of fear with this
“liberality of fentiment.® Riots were excited
through the land, and were alledged to arife from
the oppreffion of the legiflative {yfiem then efta-
blifhed.

As to punifh, inftead of to conciliate outrage,
“is the firft and natural thought of brave and pru-
dent men, the 3d George IIl. ch. 19, was im-
mediately enacted ; but being (like many other
laws) defectively executed, the evil and the cla-
mour {till continued. At length the parliament,
fatally for the country, was prevailed on to
adopt a f{yftem which has fince acqured the
names of conceffion and conciliation. As a commence-
ment of this {yftem, the 13 and 14 George IiL
ch. 25, was enafted, and enabled a particu-
lar clafs of the king’s fubjecs to teftify, by an
oath, their allegiance to him.

What followed ?

"The moment they had fworn allegiance to their
king, they renounced their allegiance to their
God ; and in the fame year that gave them the ena-
bling ftatute above-mentioned, their horrid atro-

cities produced the neceflity of pafling the firit
of the chalking a&s.

Oaths have been fatal to’the morals of this
. country ; for every man that took the oath of
allegiance by day, a wretch took his ftand at

night,
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night, armed with a knife, to maim the Ktngj-
foldiers ; and even the unoffending cattle of any
fubjed, noted for his loyalty. :

What followed ?

Defpifing the leffon of experience, made un-
ealy and terrified by unremitting cruelty and out-
rage, parliament was tempted to another act of
conceffion, in order to ‘produce concglzahan The
‘17 and 18 George III. c. 49, was® accordmgly
pafled, to enable papifts to take leafes for 999
years, or five lives, ,

What followed ?

—

Repewed clamour. | The neceflity (produced
by extended and varied “cruelty and outrage). of
amending and extending the riot and chalking adts.
(17 and 18 Geo. lll.-and 19 and 20 Geo. 111.)
Then alfo arofe (from the blood fpilled by
the chalking Kknife) the modern race of ‘patriots,
with their lift of grievances and oppreflions, and
their doctrine of unalienable rights: Napper Tan-
dy,—Henry Grattan,—~Wolfe Tone——

What followed ?

" To'difarm the hand of the affaflin, and to fill
the tongue of the patriot, parliament gave the
a& of 1782. Upon an exprefs flipulation of
plenary fatisfattion, the papifts recéived a full
and perfe@ equality of 7ight to property. = - -
: ; - 'What
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What followed ?

The attack direétly to eftablith a. right of
power. ‘The {ubfequent union of the prieft-
goaded papift, with the unprincipled atheift and
the reftlefs prefbyterian.. The open avowal of a”
maxim long aéted under, through never before
acknowledged ; the diabolical affertion, that it is
right and moral to take advantage of public and
imperial war and calamity, in order to enforce
civil and local innovation. A fhort, but pointed

hiftory, of our progrefs, and arrival at our pre-

{ent ftate, may be read in the preambles to the
3d Geo. III. ch. 19, and to the a&, commonly
called the infurreCtion aé. By the preambles to
thofe alts, it appears that our firf} fiep was irre-
gular riot, and eur /sf fyflematic rebellion.
The fpace between thefe extremities is filled up
by acts of conciliation—conceded, firft to the pitch-

fork and the chalkmg knife, and latterly to the
firelock and the pike.

Having thus flightly traced fome of the out-
lines of our prefént body ‘of misfortune, by
which it appears that the principal end of its for-
mation was anarchy, and the principal means
aflaffination, '1' return to that period when our
government “took formal and recorded notice of
the exiltence of the rebellion within the realm.
I mean the period when the fecret committees of
both “houfes of Parliament made their reports.

B | By
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By thele reports it appeared, that a body ,of' .

72,000 men were f{wern and united in a
fcheme to overturn the throne and confitiition.

That ‘they had arrayed themfelves in arms, cfta-
blithed ‘a regular fyflem -of ‘military difcipline,
{fubjected themfelves to a fpecies of ciyil govern-
ment, colleted money and large fiores of all
munitions ;—that they had committees of finance
and w ar—which laft power had led“them into
many and diret acts of attack upon the King’s
troops, and commanded them to many aéts of
affaflination on the King’s unarmed and loyal fub-
jects.  The ‘contents of thofe reports amounting
to public and notorious: proof of an exifting re-
bellion, acting by force of arms, my Lord Cam-

~ den moft firmly determined to fubdue it ; and ac-

cordingly difpatched into the terrified and  out-
raged ‘provinces his Majefty’s Attorney Ge-
neral, armed with his gown and wig, covered in
his front by the Crown Solicitor (Mr. Kemmis),
having in his rear divers {tores and‘ munitions- of
parchment; with orders to overcome, {ubdue,
conquer, and put down the aforefaid wicked and
nefarious rebellion ?

What followed ?

Mr. Kemmis grew fat and rich—the Attorney

General became melancholy and athamed—the

judges were difgraced and infulted—the jurors

chofe to be perjured rather than to' be murdered
—the affaflins were acquitted, and the witnefles

were aflaflinated.

P ¢



-y i e O S

{551 7) !

It had been fome time befote mentioned to my
Lord Camden, by a nobleman of good fenfe and
quick conception, that, * if his Excellency gave
“ them liberty to go to war with us, and only
“ gave us liberty to go to /aw with them, the iffue
“ of the conteft could be forefsen without the aid
of any peculiarly enlightened underitanding.”
My Lord Camden, at the time this obfervation
was made, conceived it te be {ome joks; and,
as he did not find any claufe in his patent dire&ting
him to unravel the wit of his Majefty’s (ubjects,
he fmiled, as is ufual ; but after this defeat of his
Majefty’s Attorney General, the odd juxta-pofition
of the words war and /aw, jingled on his memo-
ry, and he determined to ponder on tlie matter,
and perhaps to afk the noble-Lord, who made
the obfervation, for his‘affiftance to explain it. In
this flate of ponderation, his Excellency continued
proceeding from the Cafile to the Park, and from
the Park to the Caflle, going 0 take the air
every day at two/o'clock, as has been ufual for
every Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to perform
and fometimes relieving the dulnefs of thefe cares
of ftate, by going to Moore abbey, to fhoot cocks,
until aurh-eﬁtic"inf__c_)rmation ‘was received, that
on the 23d%efsApril, the Caiftle of Dublin was
to be furpriled, the perfon of the Lord Lieute-
nant {eized, and that this furprife and feizure
was to be arded by a previous fetting fire to differ-
ent parts of the capital, and a maffacre of the

(17

principal inhabitants.

What
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What followed ? »

His Excellency became firm and refolved.
With the moft confummate prud'cnce he deter-
mined to poftpone an inveftigation into the mean-
ing of his noble friend’s joke until an opportunity
of more leifure. With infinite refolution and
fpirit he barricadoed the Caftle-yard, planted ar-
tillery (flow match lighted) at the gates, and com-
mitted the care of the reft of the capital to God
and the Yeomanry. |

God and the Yeomanry faved the capital, and
left his Excellency zime to confider what was to be
done.

While Lord Camden was deeply employed
confidering what was to be done, the rebels, by the
providence of God and the fpirit of the Yeoman-
ry, having been difappointed in their plan of feiz-
ing the city, broke out into general infurrection.
Lord Camden then confulted his cabinet, and
alled, what was to be done 2 His Excellency was
humbly advifed that, as the rebels had commenced
the war on their part, it would be prudent for
' his Excellency to commence the war on his part;
which advice (as his Excellency could not difcern
any alternative) he, with a firmnefs and refolution
becoming . his charalter, determined to purfue.
Accordingly his Excellency iffued orders (but not
to the Attorney General) for the commencement

of the war.

And

|
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. And here, having brought both parties to an
ifue of war, I feel and lament the advantage
which Cafar enjoyed, of being able to combine
the talents of a foldier and an hiftorian. I cannot
enter into military detail, and if I could, T fear
the majority of my readers would not receive
much information from my labours. ~Ordinary
men can only judge of caufes by their eff=Cts.
They confider him as the victor who quictly en-
joys the power; and they humbly conceive that
where oppofing poffeffion and ‘obftinate conteit |
remain, canqueft and fubjugation cannot be faid
to exift. By this plain rule, and by applying
every man’s ordinary information to the meafure-
ment of the relative forces of both parties, I
mean to try the wifdom of the leaders of each.

My Lord Camden commenced the war with a
military force of about -eighty-thoufand 'men.
This army has been fince increafed by Eritith
auxiliaries to about ninety-four thoufand. A train
of . artillery, arms, ammunition, commiflaries
ftores, camp equipage, trenching tools, and ge-
neral officers, were provided by eftimates, even
beyond thg wants of {fo numerous a body of men,
gallant ‘in_their perfons, high in their expectations,
of tuntamed {pirit, and untainted loyalty. Any
man_who, in this fpeculating time, walked the
fireets of Dublin, and faw the ragged (qualor, to
which the laborious days and fleeple(s nights of
Licutenant General Pakenham, had reduced his

f
perion,
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perfon—who faw the quantity of tobacco he
chewed, and heard the volumes of amphibious
‘oaths he uttered, in flimulating the body of arti-
ficers under his command, muft admit that every
exertion was apparently made to put this tre-
mendous body of ordnance into motien.” On
the fide of the enemy, the infurre@ion was not,
as it had been expected, general ; apdit was not,
as it bad been expected, aided by the addition of
any foreign force, or of any foreign fupply of
arms or ammunition. The north of Ireland,
from whence the greateft danger, as to numbers
~of men, provifion of arms, and forwardnefs of
difcipline, was to be apprehended, remained (in
one abortive inftance excepted) undifturbed.

In the weft not the accent of riot was heard,
and in the fouth-weft no motion of import-
ance was undertaken. “The field for the em-
ployment of the talents of Lord Camden, and
of the force thofe talents direfted, was confined
to the counties of Kildare, Wicklow, Wexford,
and fome diflriéts ‘of Meath, Carlow and Kii-
kenny; which laft were more involved by the con- |
tiguity of their fituation, than by the fpirit of ]
their inhabitants, In thefe different diftricks, dif- ;
ferent hordes of peafants, armed with pikes, a
few bad firelocks, and fome old fhip guns, plun-
dered from the wrecks on the coalt, arofe in ter-

rible array,

What followed ? N il
O !for
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O ! for 2 mufe of fire, that would afcend
The brighteft heaven of invention !
" A kingdom for a ftage, princes to a&,
And monarchs to behold the {welling fcene !
_Then fhould the warlike Camden, like himfelf,
Aflame the port of Mars.

The city of Dublin, the capital of the king-
dom, the grand depét of military ftores; and
even more,—the refidence of the reprefentative
of Majefty itfelf, was actually in a fiate of block-
ade for above a fortnight,—all communication
between it and the fouth, fouth-weft, and fouth-
eaft parts of the kingdom was atually cut off,—
fome of the faireft; moft decorated, and mofi fertile
parts of the furrounding country were ravaged,
~—the buildings confumed by fire,—the provifi-
ons carried off or defiroyed, and the wretched
loyal inhabitants put todeath with circumilances
of cruelty too dreadful to contemplate.

Fortunately the active f{pirit, and unceafing
watchfulnefs of the yeomanry, kept the capital
itfelf in profound peace, and left my Lord Cam-
den time to confider what was to be done.

His Excéllency having .taken time to confider
what was' 10 be done, opened a communication
with his_tréops near the Curragh of Kildare, and
by a combination of well comfidered manceuvres,
caufed -a body of about four thoufand rebels to
be furrounded. His Exccllcncy upon this firft

{plendid

-
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fplendid fuccefs of his arms, with a magnanimity,
which it is hoped may hereafter be confidered  as
inimitable,—let the whole body of rebels go about
their bufinefs. Fortune feemed peculiarly to fa-
vour, his Excellency at that moment; for tho’
thofe rebels, with the moft unremitting - ferocity,
both before and after their captivity, ravaged
and deftroyed whatever came within their power ;
yet during the whole time they were furrounded
by Lord Camden’s troops, * “ THEIR sORROW

“ AND REPENTANCE SEEMED COMPLETE.”

Itis true, that the whole effe& which probably
was expected from this magnanimous condu& of
his Excellency, did not follow. The rebels ob-
flinately kept poffeflion of the town of Kildare,
and by that pofleflion flill cut off the fouthern
communication ; but'General Sit James Duff for- .
tunately, on this occafion, faved his Excellency
the trouble of taking wime to confider what was to
be done, and, by a march of unequalled rapidity
from Limerick, arrived at Kildare, drove the re-
bels out of the town, and thus raifed, for that
time, the blockade of Dublin.

During thele tranfactions other bodies of rebels
bad ravaged the whole county of Wexford,—had
deftroyed fome of the principal towns,—had

| commenced

* Viide his Excellency’s Bulletin, giving an account of the

miraculous captivity, and the no lefs miraculous emancipation
of the rebels near Kildare,
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- commenced their maffacre of the protefiant inhabi-
tants, by putting them to the pike ; but this me-

thod being tedious, they had proceeded to inclofe
them in barns, and burn them by divifions.

As i'oon as the flate of affairs in Wexford had
been laid before his Excellency, he immediately
proceeded to take time to confider what was to be

done, and then determined to fend troops to its
relief,

The hopes of the war were centered on the fuc-
cefs of the expedition to Wexford; and it was
determined fo to furround the ‘rebels by fuperior
fkill and fuperior force, as to render all refiftance
impotent, and all relief impraticable. Frigates
were flationed to prevent the efcape of thofe rebels
by fea, and their own boats were burnt to prevent
even the poflibility of fuch an attempt.

The blockade being complete behind, the
troops were collected, and the columns ordered
to advance from different points to a common.
centre. The chofen column, which was to ad-
vance through, the moft difficult country, was
placed by Liord Camden’s fpecial order under the
command of Colonel Walpole. This officer had
furnithed a 'mind well adapted by nature to the
accumulation of fuch materials, with a prodi-
gious. quantity of military information, which he
had collected in the Upper Caftle-yard in the Aid-
~de-camps room, and in the various airings which

ol & he
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he had the honour of taking from two’tc five .
o’clock with his Excellency. 3

Colonel Walpole fet forward, ¢ Hope elevated,
and joy brightened his creft.”  The eyes of a ha-
raffed nation anxioufly followed. Coroner 'W AL-
PoLE, in a wild Irith mountain calléd Sleevebuoy,
was furrounded—Kkilled—his column defeated, his
artillery and ftores taken—by the fuperior tactics of
Fataer DuMPHY. L5,

What followed ?

Of the columns of troops which depended mu-
tually on each other for fupport, fome were obliged
to fall back, and othets to remain ftationary, un-
til his Excellency fhould zake time to confider what

was to be done.

Soon after the troops from England arrived at
Waterford.“With this timely fuccour to his
eighty thoufand men, Lord Camden was enabled
(after having taken time to confider what was to be
done,) to order the columns again to move for-

ward.

~ What followed ?

*The outpofts of thefe ragged barbarians, un-
- able without artillery to refift artillery, were dri-
ven in, and in about one month from the time

the rebels had firft feized Wexford, the King’s
' " troops




@

( 19 )

trobps encamped on the heights above the town,
when the rebels very prudently withdrew,—fome
over the bridge of Wexford, and fome into the

- Barony of Forth, TheKing’s troops found every

where marks of the moft dreadful devafiation.

" and maflacre. Into the Barony of Forth, or -

over the bridge of Wexford, it remains yet to
be dilcovered, whether the rebels were purfued
or defeated. Here ends the campaign of Wex-
ford, and the oftenfible adminiftratien of Lord

- Camden.

His Excellency having thus demonfirated o
all mankind, that * ¢ it was inthe power of His
Majelty’s generals, and of the forces under his
command, entirely to deftroy all thofe who had
rilen againft their fovereign and his laws,” when-
ever they [bould :hink proper to perform the fame,
the public were congratulated by all his Excel-
lency’s friends on his good fortune, in having
been able to rerminate.the rebellion, without the
horrid neceflity of fubduing the rebels. His Ex~
cellency having thusleft {carcely any thing to be
done, but to treat and to conciliate, defcended
to the water edge in a {plendour of mulizary tri-
umph, which: Marius, after he had overcome
the Cimbri, »would have looked at with envy,
leaving' Eord Cornwallis to enjoy, if he could

‘earn it,»the fecondary honours.of an ovation—

I fay, ‘an ovation, becaufe the firlt a&t of ftate
' which
\

i "W:dc the ftate paper faid to be a Proclamation, but without

utle, fignature, or addrefs, .
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which appeared in my Lord Cornwallis’s adminif-
tration, wasa proud, though a conditional offer
of amnelty, coming from an all-conquering party,
who had it ““1n his power to deftroy all“thofe who
had rifen,” ¢, To conquier over again, therefore,
thofe who had been already conquered by his war-
like predeceflor, could hardly be expeéted from
the magnanimity of Lord Cornwallis, *

Prace therefore was to be his fole purfuit.l

Before I proceed to examine this firft at of
flate in Lord Cornwallis’s government, I cannot
avoid obferving on a fingular fatality which fre-
quently attends Irifh affairs. The circumftance
to which I allude at prefent is, that Lord Camden,
who “certainly was'not.a military man in any fenfe
of ‘the word, had been left here to fight and to
overcome the rebels; and that Lord Cornwallis,
who certainly is a military man in every fenfe of the
word, fhould-then (and not till then) have been
fent over to negociate a treaty of peace with the
beaten party ; in the projet of which treaty it ap-
pears likewife fomething fingular, that the Aarus
guo with rebels fhould be adopted as a foundation.
I do not mean to refle&t on Lord Cornwallis’s
talents for negociation, or on his experience of its
arts, - He negociated at York-town—he nego-
ciated at Seringapatam. At the firft he had been .-
eonquered,—at the laft hewa sa conqueror ; and
in both, his honour and his talents were unim- . i
peached. At the firft he negociated with redels ;

: but
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but with rebels who were bound by the ordinary
ties of chriftian faith, and of gentlemanly ho-
nour. At the laft he negociated with a barbariau ;
—but with a barbarian, elevated by high dignity,
proud from immenfe wealth, and habitual {ove-
reignty ; yet with all this, almoft the circle of ex-
perience, there was one point of diplomatic art
left unexplored by Lord Cornwallis, and which
4the fortune, if not the talent, of Leord Camden
difcovered. He brought Lord Cornwallis to ne-
gociate with a barbarian enemy, deftitute of
pride, dignity, and property ; and with a rebel
enemy, as deftitute of chriflian faith as of gentle-
manly honour ;—in whom there exifted but one
clafs of qualities, of which Lord Cornwallis, from
his experience, could avail himfelf. . It muft be
admitted, he had to negociate with a bardarian
enemy, as infatiatecof blood, and as deep in trea-
chery as either Tippoo Saib or Hyder Al

The flate paper to which I have alluded, and
which is the only material a&t of government left
without having been confidered, appeared in the
Dublin Gazette on Tuefday 3d of July, but had
been printedoby the King’s printer, and circulated
through the-news-papers for feveral days before.
thheut fignature, or counter fignature, it was
to be tegarded as authentic; without addrefs,
was to be difcovered by thofe whom iz might concern ;

and, without title, it was to be reverenced as a -
prochmatlon gl - The

® Sir B. R. declares he had no hand in the compofition of

B thu paper; but he obferves, that a confiderable pact of it-is

not
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The firft fentence contains an affertion, that:"
“ it is in the power of His Majefty’s generals, abd*‘ “'
_of the forces under their command, entirely 10
defiroy all thofe who have rifen in rebellion,”
&c. Now, this affertion is either zrue, orit s

falfe.

If it be true, how has it happencd "tha't-fubyé-
quent to the time of fuch'an afferliori"héir‘?ng been
thus publicly made—how has it happened, I re-
peat, that the capital of the Kingdom has been
again reduced to a fiate of blockade, its fupplies,
and its communications, in fome ‘inflances, en-
tirely cut off, and 'in others fufpended—that the
town of Naas has not been, relieved from block-
ade, nor its garrifon prote¢ted from infult—that
Kill has been plundered—ihat the remainder of
unfortunate Bleflington. has again fubmitted to
fire, and has been “totally reduced to afhes;
that Donard, Hacketftown, and Carnew, have
all been attacked, and ‘all dettroyed ; that
from the whole ficc of the fertile .country,
where thefe unfortunate towns pip exift, the
provifions have. been fwept off, and nothing
left for our troops to prote@ but the lime and
flone, part ‘ofithe towns which, fortunately, was
not phyfically fubject to the a&ion of fire ?—
‘How ‘has it happened that, while I have been
writingy.and within the very view of your City
outpofis, the houies of peaceable men have been

attacked,

w
b

not liable to the leaft cavil, as he cannot fee what exception
can be taken to that part which it #lled up by Hanks.
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attacked, their perfons put to the torture, and
their property carried off 7 How has it happened,
that at this moment large bands of undeftroyed
affaflins menace your proud city from its ad-
joining hills—that detachments, to the number of
fome thoufands, have croflfed from the fouthern
hills through the county of Kildare, into the county
of Meath, and have feized on ftrong pofts there,
and in the northern part of the county of Dublin ;
from which no account has yet arrived of their
having been diflodged ? '

Can fuch a feries of tranfactions have paffed,
and can fuch an affertion, as that contained in the
itate paper, be true? I leave it to Parliament, on
Tuelday next, to enquiré.

The next remarkable feature in the produ&ion
alluded to, is the promife of protection which it
pledges to the affaffins in rebellion affembled. It
promifes, (upon ‘gertain conditions, that ¢ they
will receive a certificate which will entitle them to
PROTECTION.”

Whether the certificate in the flate paper men-
tioned, swould or would not be a prorection from
the pains'and forfeitures confequent on rebellion,
appeating to me to be a quefion of Zw, I did
not.venture to determine it myfelf, but reforted
for advice to a friend of mine; who is a corporal
‘i the Attornies corps. The corporal aflured
“mg that, in his oplmon, “ the aforefaid inftru-
. , ment,



¢ 24 9

ment, called a certificate, was no manner of pro-

tection whatfoever; and, that if any rebel fhould | |

produce a certificate figned by all the general offi=
cers on the ftaff,” (of whom the corporal fhewed
me a lift, which, at firft, I miftook for the mufter-
roll of his company) ¢ fuch rebel would, notwith-
ftanding fuch certificate, be liable to be'tried for,
and conviéted of High Treafon, and, if convicted,
would be further liable’ (notwithftanding fuch
certificate) to be catried back to the place from
whence he came, and from thénce to be drawn
to the place of execution, and "be there hanged
by the neck, cut down alive, his entrails burnt
before his face, his head cut off, and his bady
~divided into four quarters, to be difpofed of at
the King’s pleafure.” The corporal, who (having
now nothing to do as an Attorney) is an honeft
and humane man, added, that he thought it
was a very cruel deceft to put on ignorant men,

however criminaly to endeavour to entrap them

under pretence..of protection into a furrender,
which would expofe them to fo horrid a punifh-

V4

ment.

Whether the corporal, as a lawyer, was right in
his judgment, and as an honeft man was right
in his feeling, ‘I leave it to the wifdom of Parlia-
ment (where, no doubt, the meafure of this fiate
paper will be canvafied) to determine.

The laft part of this wonderful paper exhibits

.the form of the oath reqmred to be taken by thofe

unfortunate



W‘(—u d s - abad SR L
. . ™

y Pt )

unfortunate wretches, to whom it holds out a
vain and inefficacious protetion. This form firft
contains the oath of allegiance, and then calls
upon. the wretched and deceived culprit, to * re-
nounee and abjure all oaths and engagements of
every kind whatfoever, which are in anry degree
contrary thereto.” Did the unblufhing compiler

of this violation of all principle and decency,

know what the abjuration of an oath is? Did he

know, that it is to fwear to commit perjury ?—

to. {wear to be forfworn ?—Does he conceive that
an inftrument which renounces and ‘derides the
firength of all moral - obligation, derived from

the fantity of an oath—which obliges the pol-

luted foul to fwear, that his atteflation before his

God fhall not be as any bond whatfoever 2—Does

ne conceive, I fay, that fuch a corrupted lump of
mutually repelling materials,. can ever be ‘the

cement of future peace, good-will, and mutual

confidence among men ? Circling the globe, from
the reafoning difciples of Confucius, and thence
wellward to the feeding Peruvian children of the
fun, on what altar did he find fuch an offering,

except on that of the Goddefs of l\ea{'on in the

Champ de Mars :—

They fay the ftate is full of couzenage—
As nimble jugglers that deceive the eye,
Difguifed cheaters, prating mountebanks,
And many fuch like libertines of fin,

SHAKSPEARS.

One’ circumftance I had forgotten; I am told
ﬂlat.ghc deluder has been deluded. I am told
| D that
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that the wary rebel has taken advantage of this
protection—that he has come in, even to the
city of Dublin—taken - this oath—received his
protection, and then departed with. a frefh fupply
of arms, ammunition, and intelligence to the
rebel camp. 'As a proof of this, it is publicly
afferted, that many of the rebels have been
killed, and taken in the aét of fighting the King’s
troops, with thele certificates’ of proteftion in
their pockets. |

The public muft net, cannot conceive this
ftate paper to be the produétion of Lord ‘Corn-
wallis, or that he had any connexion with it, ex-
cept that it was publifhed immediately after his
arrival, as a fort of continuation of the former
fyftem. Lord Cornwallis had not time to be-
~ come acquainted with any of the matters which
the paper {tates as exifting faéts. He muft have
trufted as to facts to thofe whom he thought had
fome degree of political information; and “as to
forms, he would probably rely on thofe officers
of forms, who were introduced to him as poffefl-
ing fome degree of civil experience, and fome
fhare of moral decency. The paper, therefore,
I confider as the act of the former government.

I have now travelled through the feveral expe-
riments which have been made by the late admi-
niftration on this unhappy country :

-Firft, ’.:
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Firlt, to govern it by Law;

Next, to coerce it by ARMS;
And laftly, to conciliate it by Parpox.
It will be for the wifdom of Parliament to de-

cide, whether there has been a {ufficiency of legal
acutenefs difplayed in the firft,—of military ener-

. gy in the fecond,—and of fober, well-timed mer-

cy in the laft? Or whether, on the contrary, the
fkill of the lawyers has not been baffled, and the
gallant {pirit of the army benumbed by the tor-

_ pid influence of an inert government, in the firft

and fecond inftances? And in the laft, whether
that government, inftead of the flow and digni-
fied march of mercy and power combined, has
not exhibited an anxious and premature defire to
get rid of the hazards of the prefent war, at the ex-
pence of truth, morals, and decency ?

It will be afked, Why thefe queftions are now

‘put ? Has not Parliament already decided ? The

anfwer is, that Parliament has paid fome perfonal
compliments fo a departing Viceroy ; but that
even if Parliament had already decided, 1t 1s
competent to review its own decifions.

Thefe queftions have been therefore put, and
this flaternent has been therefore made ; and with
an humble hope that what is talked of ina deful-

_tory manner without doors, may, by being col-

le€ted
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le&ted together, 'gain the attention of boneft;
wife, and independent men Within doors; that
Parliament may, if any propofitions fHould be
made to it by any part of an adminiitration
whofe condut has been fo Gueftioned, weigh
thofe propofitions well, and decide with {pirit,
dignity, and vigour ;—that Parliament may not
fuffer itfelf to be whined and canted out of its
energy s—that  Patliamient may recolle@  that,
though fome men thought a fyfiem of coercion
* more likely to fucceed than a fyflem of conceffion
—and fome again gave a preference to the latter ;
yet, that there was one mode of proceeding
which by all honeft men of ‘every party was
equally condemned ; and that was a {yftem which,
by weakly attempting a mixture of both, became
neither coercion nor' conceffion. A fyftém from
which the inevitable ‘refult was,~~that the guilty
met as {mall a fhare of punifhment as the inno-
cent found of prote&ion,

16th Juvry,
1798.
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“ STATE PAPER."

A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS it is in the Power of His Mojefiy’s
Generals, and of the Forces under their Com-
mand, entirely to deftroy all thofe who have
nfen in Rebellion againft their Sovereign and
his Laws; yet it is neverthelefs the With of
Government, that thefe Perfons who, by trai-
torous Machinations, have been feduced, or- by
Ads of Intimidation.have been forced from their
Allegiance, fhould be received into His Majefty’s
Peace and Pardon : -
commanding in the County of

* fpecially authorized thereto, * does hereby
invite all Perfons who may be now affembled in
any Part of the faid County againft His Majef-
ty’'s Peace, to furrender themfelves and their
Arms, and to defert the Leaders who have fe-
duced them; and for the Acceptance of fuch
Surrender and Submiffion, the Space of fourteen
Days, from the Date hereof, is allowed; and
the Towns of are hereby {pe-

- A cified,
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cified, at each of which Places one of His Ma-
jefty’s Officers, and a Juflice of the Peace, will
attend; and upon their’ entering their Names,
acknowledging their Guilt, and promifing good
Behaviour for the future, and taking‘ the Oath
of Allegiance, and at the fame Time abjuring
all other Engagements contrary thereto, they
will receive Certificates which will entitle them

to Protection fo long as they demean themfelves

as becomes good Subjecls,

And in order to render fuch A&s of Submiffion
eafy and fecure, it is the General’s Pleafure, that
Perfons who are now with any Portion of Rebels
in Arms, and willing to furrender themfelves,

do fend to him or to. - any
Number from each Body of Rebels not exceed-
ing ten, with whom the General or will

fettle the Manner in which they may repair to the

above Towns, {o that no Alarm may be excited,

and no Injury totheir Perfons be offered.

29th Fune, 1798.

DUBLIN : Printed by GEORGE GRIERSON, Printer to the KING’s
Moft Excellent Majefty. 1

CERTIFICATE .
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CERTIFICATE or PROTECTION.

TH IS is to certify, that the Bearer hereof,
of the Parifh of County * . ¢ by
Occupation - has furrendered himfelf; con-
fefled his being engaged in the préfent Rebellion,
. and has given up all his Arms, and dif-
covered of thofe which he knew to be concealed;
has taken'the Oath of Allegiance to His Majetty,
His Heirs and Succeflors, and has abjured all for-
mer Oaths and Engagements in any wife what-
foever contrary thereto, and has bound himfelf
to behave for the future as a peaceable and loyal
Subject ; in Confequence whereof this Certificate
is given to the faid in order that his
Perfon and his Property may not in any wife be
molefted. And all His Majefty’s Officers, Ma-
giftrates, and other His Majefty’s loving Sub-
jets, are hereby enjoined to pay due Attention
thereto, in Purfuance of the Preclamation iffued
General dated the of
1798 ; and this Certificate is to be-in full
Force fo leng as the f(aid continues to
" demean himfelf as a peaceable and loyal Subject.
Dated at the . Day of 1798.

OATH
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OATH TO BE TAKEN.
I do folemnly promtl'c
and {wear, that I will bear true Allegiance to His
Majefty King GEORGE the Third, His Heiss
and Succeflors; and |1 do hereby renounce and
abjure all Oaths and Engagements of every Kind
what{oever, which are in any Degree gontrary
thereto,

SO HELP ME GOD.

DUBLIN:: Prmced by GEORGE GRIERSON, Printer to the KING’s
Moft Excellent Majelty. i

RSN LSS




