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P R E F A C E .

P e r  H A P S  it is not more allowable to plead ' 
laffitudein any other circumltances, than when the 
m ind has been for fome time engaged with a quef- 
tion o f  controverfial politics. I muil  acknow 
ledge that I fend thefe papers to theprefs, without 
having completed my original defign. A lth o u g h  
this divifion o f  the argument has become more 
tedious than I could poffibly have conje&ured.

I propofe, at a convenient time, to return to the 
fu b je â ,  with a v ie w  to intift more fully  on the in
efficacy o f  the feveral projects for internal regula
tion, w h ich  have been propounded in this k ing
dom  ; to enforce w hat  appears to me, by no 
means unimportant in the prefent Itare of the pub
lic mind, that to be a member o f  the Britilh em
pire is indifpenfable to  the go od  o f  Ireland : I 
think it w il l  fo l lo w , as o f  courfe, that a ftate o f  
general incorporation is the form  o f  c o n n e x io n ,  
moll  eligible and advantageous. I ihall endeavour 
to examine and affign the real caufes o f  our rela
tive profperity for fome years back; relative to the 
condition o f  Ireland, before (lie recovered in any 
degree from the effects o f  the civil wars ; but in 
no wife relative to the degree o f  profperity ihe 
m ight have attained, under a fyitem o f  univer- 
fal regulation more congenial to the people. T h e  
North o f  Ireland I mult put out o f  the queftion, as 
its peculiar circumflances exempt it from the per
nicious diltribution o f  powers, and application o f
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authority. Trade has been purfued with advan
tage in t£e kingdom o f  Bengal, and at Cairo and 
Alexandria : Does it therefore follow, that the

? general fiate o f  fociety in thefe countries is per- 
e d  ? Fortune* are accumulated at Cadiz and 

Oporto : Is it impracticable tocorreâr the disci
pline o f  Government in Spain and Portugal?

VVhilfl the profits o f  trade in Cork and Dublin 
are at thoufands per annum, the rate o f  labour 
within forty miles o f  either city, is at fix-pence 
the day ; or, which is a more exaft criterion, the 
people within half  that diftance are abjeâ and 
comfortlefs.

I f  any man were to impute the ftate o f  manners 
and induftry in England, not to the fupprefiîon o f  
villanage,and early abolition of  feudal jurifdiction; 
but to two pence bounty upon woollens, and three 
farthings upon cotton ; he ihould reafon juit as 
thofe do, who fuppofe this nation to have thriven 
merely by parliamentary encouragement, and who 
make no account o f  the repeal o f  the popery laws, 
which turned the induitry o f  millions to the cul
tivation o f  the country. The  Inglifh  reign of  
H enry VII.  appears to me very much to refemble 
the government o f  George III. in Ireland.

Moil Sovereigns give bounties, but only the 
Britiih fiate affords a gentle and proteâing go
vernment to the lower people.

I muit admit, that unlefs the fupreme adminif- 
tration be decided in its views o f  favour, and ju 
dicious conciliation to this country, the projefted 
change o f  confiitution is fcarcely prudent. U n
der the prefent forms, there are more refources for 
an evil government ; and a greater number o f  in- 
terefls may be collected to keep the people in fub- 
jeftion.



P R E F A C E . V
I  confidcred it fuperfluous to add any thing to 

the very ample difcuffion, which the competence o f  
parliament has already received. Still this molt 
futile o f  all objections is dignified with the notice» 
even in the very laft debate, o f  men o f  talents." 
F ro m  M r. Foiter ’s high character, and juft pre- 
tenfions to political eftimation, one would have 
expe&ed him to examine every part o f  the ques
tion, rather as a ftatefman, who feeks to warrant 
his conclufiOns b y  truth and policy, than as a 
partizan, endeavouring to give his caufe the molt 
favourable exterior. T h a t  gentleman has con- 
defcended to mention the powers of  Parliament- 

T h e  Parliament o f  Ireland has altered the 
law s,  manners, religion and property o f  this 
ifland. W a s  it competent to change the elfentials 
o f  civil  fociety, and has it no difcretion over the 
forms ? O r  will it be propofed to bring all thefe 
former a6ts into hotchpot,  and lo ok  for  a new 
diltribution ?

It is effential that there be in every Hate, a 
fovereign power, becaufe no limited authority enn 
embrace all the cares upon fwhich the welfare oi  
the people requires a decifion. Is the Iriili P a r 
liament that fovereign pow er?  I f  it be not, where 
does it refide ? I f  it is that fovereign power, it muft 
b e  competent to determine, whether any pro
p ort ion  fubmitted to it, be for the good o f  its 
fubjeits ; and to give  it efficacy, in cafe o f  appro
bation. T h e re  would otherwife be a deficiency 
o f  legiflathe provifion, v/hich is juft as prcpof- 
terous and abfuid ,  and inadmiffjble, as in ordi
n ary  cafes would be a failure o f  distributive juf-  
tice.

Suppofe the French conftitution to be the bane 
o f  the people, and that the foie hope o f  falva- 
l ion is to fubmit to a M on arch y,  is the fovereign 
power in poheflion inadequate to make that fa-

lu ta r jr
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lutary change ? Suppofe the delegated oligarchy 
o f  berne thought tit to abdicate, are its hands tied 
up ? b y  thele doflrines, an abufe with a popular 
alpect is entailed for e v er ;  unlefs perhaps in cafe 
ot a total revolution ; for no one can fuppofe that 
the Lnited Iriihmen would confider themfelves 
bound by our actual conüitution.

T h e  only queftion that can poffibly arife is 
tms, which is the meaiure o f  Union good or evil for 
the country?  If  the former part o f  the alterna
tive be the truth, that there exifts no power com-, 
petent to etfecl it, is a proportion contrary to 
common l'enfe, and mult therefore be rejected.

T h e  power, which a man has over his own 
exiftence, m ay ferve to illuftrate the capacity o f  
a fovereign jurifdiftion to make engagements for 
us extinction. T h e  law  o f  morality does not 
allow iuicide ; but i f  it be neceffary to hazard one’s 
life, the aft is juihfied b y  the end. A  man m ay 
not lhoot_ himiejf capricioufly ; but he may go 
upon a mine, with a certainty o f  being blown up, 
and i f  he faves an army by expofing himfelf, his 
condudl is heroiim.

It has been obferved with great triumph 
that without a refident parliament, we ihould 
have loft the advantage o f  its activity, in 
counteracting the laîe confpiracy. I apprehend the 
meiit or detecting and baffling the plots carried on. 
by the French party in Ireland, belongs appro
priately to tne executive department. Documents 
and e\ idence w ere laid bofore Parliament, and 
fucn parts as were judged proper were given to the 
public. I he Houfe o f  Commons overturned the 
rebellion, precifejy as a grand jury, when it finds 
a bhi ot indictment, breaks a combination
of murderers. T h e  Report would have been alike

folemn>



folem n, alike authentic, and alike valuable, i f  it
had proceeded from a committee o f  the P r iv y  
C o u n c i l ,  ~ y

W h e th e r  the arrangement o f  1782 was intended 
to be final, is a queftion, on which I ihould never 
have bellowed a thought, had it not happened to 
have conlhtuted the main fupport o f  Mr. Fofter ’s 
celebrated argument. T h e re  can be little doubt, 
that the Britith Parliament mull  have very  fin' 
cerely  wiihed to  be at eafe on the head o f  Irilh po- 

Equally muft we admit, that the Parlia- 
m ent o f  Ireland w ould have feen with great ^ood 
w i l l ,  its influence accepted by the people. ^The 
Parliam ent promifed luftily; but no circumftance 
can  g o  more d ir e â ly  to prove, that the connexion 
Ot  opinion between the Parliament and people o f  
Ireland is w eak, than this very fact, that the ad- 
dreffes Mr. Fofter cites, were paffed very unani- 
nioufly by  Parliament, and yet the ink was fcarcely 
dry  upon them when new murmurs arofe, and rival 
delegations were convened, and hoftile agreements 
agaioft .England entered into, and Parliament was 
obliged to call upon the force o f  the ilate for its 
protection. Lord Northington trod in fteps o f  
the Duke o f  Portland; his reign was far from a 
calm T h e  Duke o f  Rutland, to the affair o f  
the Propofitions, had the fupport o f  the patriots 
o t  1782, and of the prefent day; ftill his adminií'- 
tration was, during that interval, among the moil 
turbulent we have ever experienced. Does M r.  
Foiteriuppofe  that difcontents are immaterial, un- 
lefs thay exift within the circle o f  Parliament? 
Does he forget the very nature o f  thofe difcuflions 
o\er which he prehdes ? E very  debate in Parlia
ment is an appeal from the decilion o f  the Houfe 
to  the feelings or the paffions o f  the people.

i  ihall add one more to thefe defultory obferva- 
1 llave feen a queftion in print, and I have

heard
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heard it in private converfation. W hat  ! fomc 
perfons exclaim, do you fuppofe there is that 
magic in a fcroll o f  parchment, that it can draw 
the bonds o f  connexion lirait. Gentlemen forget 
that undervaluing the fcroll o f  Union, they 
cry up the fcroll o f  annexation. One piece 
o f  parchment is juft as valuable as the other. T h e y  
defcribe fyftems o f  very different operation, and 
in that conflits the diverfity. I prefume, that tha 
real fubftance o f  either plan of  government is the 
manner in which it is likely to affeét the public 
feeling. T h e  annexation fyftem implies the go
vernment o f  a party. I f  the management o f  the 
country after an Union be on principles o f  ge
neral good and prote&ion, this form will create 
more firm attachment, and prove a more litre bond 
o f  connexion.



C O N S T I T U T I O N A L

O B J E C T I O N S ,
Sic. &c.

L E T T E R  I.

JL H E fenfible obfervations w hich  y o u  did me 
the honour to m ake on my M k m o i r e ,  and the 
Candid and liberal turn o f  y o u r  exprefiions and 
fentiments, im pofed  on me a d u ty  which I have 
long defired to difcharge. I o w e d  an explana
tion o f  opinions, w hich ,  h o w e ve r  formed upon 
full  refle&ion, were rather haftily delivered • I 
o w e d  a reply to the fiile o f  polifhed animadverfion 
in which you oppofed me. M otives o f  conveni
ence, and other confiderations o f  merely  private 
import, interfeied with m y  intention but the 
delay has not, to m y  feelings, been unproduc
tive o f  gratification and advantage. W e  have 
reached a moment when an amicable  controverfy  
m a y  w'ith the greatell freedom and fac i l i ty  be 
maintained. T h e  decifion o f  Parliament has re
duced the matter o f  our difference to a fpeculative 
queilion on the welfare o f  the country. I hold 
it to be a true, but certainly  not a fe lf-evident 
propofition, that an Union w ith  G re a t  Britain is 
the remedial change, which is peculiarly adapted 
to the diforders o f  the Iriih itate, and w h ich  
thefe disorders do feem to indicate. W ith  feel
ings fimilar to thofe you exprefs, I too, fome time 
t>ack, ihould have revolted at the propofal to fup-

® prefs
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flrefs the diftinft legiflature o f  Ireland. There is 
fomewhat fafcinating in the matter o f  public 
pride, however remote, indeed however tanci* 
t'ul the ihare one m ay be fuppofed to bear m it, 
which fully accounts for the repugnance o f  many 
eftimable perfons to entertain the projeft. It is 
an alteration o f  very great magnitude, which 
merits to be coolly explained, and deliberately 
inveftigated. T h e  increafed a & iv i t y o f  the enemy 
requires to be counteracted by new combinations 
and new expedients. I f  his power covers an e x 
tent o f  territory which we cannot hope, and do 
not defire to emulate, it is for us to coniolidate 
our ftrength, as the moil effectual mode o f  refut- 
ance. But the circumitances, which imprefs the 
meafure upon m y mind with moft forcible re
commendation, are, iirft, theferies o f  eventswhich 
i n t h e f p a c e o f  ôve years have paiied before us; 
and next, the refleótions that arife upon a view of 
the condition and profpeéis o f  the countiy. A  
ciedulous people, the eafy dupe of  artful politi
cian?, readily enliited in contefts for power that 
do not regard them : the waving o f  an hand fuf- 
f icedto f t i r u p t h e  principles o f  difference; and 
that difference fhewed itfelf malignant to â  de
gree that one never could have calculated. Shall 
it be deemed unwife to circumfcribe the fphereof 
acrimonious and unprofitable diiputes, and to 
p rotea  the land f r o m  their baneful confequence ? 
T h is  queftion is to be examined difpaffionately ; 
■and I muft rejoice in an opportunity o f  j u r y 
ing and enforcing my opinions to you, and to 
tuofe friends who may be induced to conhder 
them, uninterrupted b y  any tendency to the 
w a r m t h ,  which the moil calm are difpofed to t e e ,  
v. hen an ii revocable determination is at han > 
very adveile to the prejudices they bave been ulea 
to cheriih. - r
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Y o u  have not altered m y  notions o f  the public 

good,  but you h a v e  ihewn me that in the mind o f  
a man, who has coniidered t h e fu b je i l  under dif
ferent impreflions, m y ideas are expofed to o b 
jections o f  coniiderable fpecioufnefs. Either I  
h ave  explored the ftate o f  Ireland with tou anxi
ous refearch, and fullered my mind to d w ell  too 
m inutely on her dii lra&ions ; or  you rexam in ation  
has not been fufficiently clofe, or your modes o f  
red refs fufficiently radical.  M y  aim was to ca tch  
the general principles b y  w hich  people are ufually 
moved, and upon thefe o n ly  did I venture to c a l
culate, when I coniidered by what impulfe the 
c o n d u û  o f  great bodies was like to be dire&ed. 
Y o u  appear to me to expeét, that the ingenuous 
feelings w hich  you bring into private life, and 
w hich  you  meet there, m a y  be converted into 
rules o f  general influence and practice*. Let,  you 
fay, the G overn m en t do this, and the Parlia
ment that ; and let the Catholics  purfue this 
con du it ,  and the Proteftants this o th er;  and then,

a l l

*  It h as b e e n  re p e a te d ly  a l l e d g e d  t h a t  the  a d v a n t a g e s  e x -  
f r o m  a n  U n i o n  are t h e o r e t i c a l .  N o w  1 appeal  t o ' a n y  

rtian o f  p l a i n  u n d e r f t a n d i n g ,  w h i c h  f u p p o f i t i o n  is m o r e  
t h e o r e t i c a l — t h a t  a c o n f t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  has u n i f o r m l  gene
r a te d  f a & i o n  a n d  d i f c o n t e n t ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  c l fe ,  w i l l  h e n c e 
f o r w a r d  o p e r a t e  m o r e  b e n i g n l y  ; o r  th a t ,  c o r r e & e d  b y  a n  
U n i o n ,  i ts  v i c e s  w i l l  be  f o f t e h e d ,  a n d  f i l ch  a p r o t e c t i v e  f y f -  
t e m  be e fta b l i i l i e d ,  as t h a t ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  G r e a t - B r i t a i n  f l o u -  
r i  flies ?

' T o  t h i s  y o u  w i l l  o p p o f e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p r o f p e r i t y  o f  t h e  
C o u n t r y  f o r  f o m e  years  b a c k .  I  p r o p o f e  e l f e w h e r e ,  t o  p r o v e  
t h a t  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a r o f e  f r o m  the repeal ot  t h e  P o p e r y  
L a w s ,  w h i c h  w a s  f o r c e d  u p o n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  a n d  f r o m  o t h e r  
f c i r c u m f l a n c e s ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  as w e l l  h a v e  a r i f c n  u n d e r  a g e 
n e r a l ,  as a lo c a l  le g i i l a i u r e  ; but  w h i c h  u n d e r  t h e  f o r m e r  
w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  f o o n e r  o c c u r r e d  a n d  e x t e n d e d  m o r e  
w i d e l y .  E v e r y  f y l ia b l e  a d v a n c e d  againft: t h e  m e a f u r e  o f  a n  
U n i o n  is t h e  c o n t r a i l  o f  t h e o r y  t o  p r a t t i c e ,  o f  w h a t  m i g h t  
be  a g a i n f t  w h a t  is.
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all things will  proceed admirably. “  H ow  rich 
fhould I b e / ’ faid poor Henry in the novel, fiC i f  
the States-General would p ay  me.”  Can it ef- 
cape your underftanding, that the entire difficulty 
confifts in drawing thefe feveral bodies to a fenfc 
o f  what is mutually right, and o f  the conduit 
they ought to purfue towards one another? * A  
proneneis to fa&ion is the diftemper o f  the Iriih 
nation. W h a t  fcheme o f  relief do you offer 
to remove thefe fatiguing folicitudes that agitate 
the public mind ? T o  dire£t the popular attention 
to different objects? Not at all. Still preferving 
cautiouily the matter and motives o f  difunion, you 
in voke  the virtues o f  patience and forbearance 
to aífuage its effefts. T o  be fure thefe qualities 
are ineitimable, i f  they were to be attained ; but 
they are the very contrail, the d ire d  antipodes 
o f  the fpirit o f  party under which w e lab ou r;  
and to the exiftence o f  the one, it is effential, 
that it excludes the others ; fo that the remedy 
which you and feveral others infift on, prefuppofes 
the extinction o f  the vice it is to be applied to. 
W e  ihould not (land in need o f  the aid o f  me
dicine, i f  men were uniformly temperate ; nor o f  
the guidance o f  the ilatefman, i f  they were wife ; 
nor of  the difcipline o f  criminal juftice, i f  they 
were virtuous. T o  expeft that an high {late o f  per- 
feólion ihall prevail generally in a large fociety, or 
ihall operate with any conftancy o f  influence,

is

*  I t  is o b f e r v a b l e ,  that in M r .  F o f t e r ’s fpeech,  this head is 
u t te r ly  o m it t e d .  O n e  m i g h t  f u p p o fe  that g entl em an to  h â v e  
g o n e  to reft  w h e n  the C o m m e r c i a l  P r o p o r t i o n s  w e r e  d i fp o fe d  
o f  in 1 7 8 5 ,  and to  h av e  a w a k e n e d  from his d r e a m  on  the  
n t h  o f  A p r i l ,  1 7 9 9 — Su re y no p^rfon c o u ld  t h i n k  o f  
c h a n g i n g  the c o n d i t i o n s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  if in the a & u a l  ftats 
o f  it the m a n a g e m e n t  o f  p u b l ic  af fairs were no t  attended 
w i t h  g r e a t  di f ficult ies  and perplex ity  ; and furely  a n y  man 
m i g h t  de i v e r  an un an fw e r a ble  fpeeeh,  i f  y o u  g iv e  him lea^e 
to  put  out  o f  the a r g u m e n t ,  w h a t e v e r  mi ght  furni ih  a r e p ly  
t o  ir.



is the rhapfody o f  a poetic imagination. T o  
jtake as the bafis o f  a feheme o f  policy ,  a difpo- 
fition to prop iiety  o f  c o n d u d ,  in w h ich  multitudes 
m u d  concur, is relting the welfare o f  m ankind 
o n  the chance o f  a miracle.  G eneral rules 
lhould be— precautions againft indifcretion, not 
provifipns which require the aid o f  p iud en ce  to 
g ive  them e ffeâ .  E very  day our parties a p p ro ach  
nearer to an equality o f  coniideration and inHu- 
fluence; and i f  an aflembly b e - k e p t  up, with 
Scarcely any other fun& ion,  befides ma rivalling the 
pretenfions o f  thefe parties,  and giving audience 
to their controverfies, no perfon o f  ordinary fore- 
caft  w i l l  enfure us fix months o f  harm on y under 
a n y  c iicum fiances whatever.*  But o f  all  other

p r o je û s

*  T h a v e  fe en  n o t  a l i t t l e  fa l fe  w i t  a n d  r e a f o n i n g  d i f p l a y e d  
a g a i n f t  a v e r y  f e n f i b l e  o b s e r v a t i o n — t h a t  a d e f c r i p t i o n  o f  o u r  
c i t i z e n s ,  vvhofe  p r e t e n t i o n s  t o  c o n f e q u e n c e  in t h e  i l a t e  are 
i n c r e a f e d  b y  f e e l i n g  t h e m f e l v e s  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
I r e l a n d ,  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  e a f i ly  i u d u c e d  t o  a c q u i e f c e  in  e f ta -  
b l i f h m e n t s  d e r i v e d  u n d e r  a n  i m p e r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o f  w h i c h  
t h e y  w o u l d  b e  a m i n o r i t y .  I  w i l l  b e g  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  re* 
m a r k  b y  th is  e x a m p l e :

I n  t h e  fir ft y e a r s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  r e v o l u t i o n , ' a l l  the  i n t e r -  
efts  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  w e r e  w a r m l y  a g i t a te d .  T h e r e  w e r e  
lè v e r a i  P r o t e i t a n t s  in t h e  A i T e m b l y ,  y e t  no o n e  e v e r  h e a r d  
o f  p a r t i e s  o f  C a t h o l i c  a n d  P r o t e f t a n t .  J f  lo ca l  l e g í l a t u r é 6 
h a d  b e e n  e r e & e d  i n  t h e  i e v e r a l  p r o v i n c e s ,  f u p p o f e  in L a n 
g u e d o c ,  w h e r e  t h e  P r o t i f t a n t s  are  n u m e r o u s  a n d  p o w e r f u l ,  
i t  w o u l d  no t  be p o f i i b le  t o  p r e v e n t  f u c h  p a r t i e s  f r o m  b e i n g  
f o r m e d  a n d  t a k i n g  r o o t ,  a n d  b e c o m i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o c c u 
p a t i o n  o f  t h e  A f l e m b l y .  B u t  a N a t i o n a l  A f l e m b l y  wa s 
r e m o t e f r o m  t h e l e  o b j e c t s  o f c o n t e n t i o n  ; a n d  a m i d i l  t h e  g e n e r a l  
a n d  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  o c c u p i e d  i ts  cares,  i f  a n y  m e m 
b e r  p r o p o f e d  to  i n t r o d u c e  the  t o p i c ,  he  w o u l d  not be  a t t e n d 

ed to.

O p e n  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  t h o f e  I m e a n  in w h i c h  p o l i t i c a l  a f -  
f a i i s  a r e  difcuJTed w i t h o u t  r e f e r v e ,  are o f  t he m i 'e lv es  p r o n e  
t o  f a & i o n — w h e r e  th ere  is a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  it ten d s  
in  p r o p o r t i o n ,  as t h e  p a r t i e s  a r e  n e a r l y  b a l a n c e d ,  t o  i n 
c r e a s e  this p r c p e n f i t y .  T h a t  is a v e r y  u r g e n t  rertion to  r e n 
der  l i e . a n d  as l ittle 113 p o i l i b l e  t h e  f c e n e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

T h e
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projedls for appealing civil ft rife, this fcheme 
you  offer o f  mutual kindnefs and conciliation, 
founded on a fenfe of obligations conferred, and 
o f  favours to be expe&ed, is the moil unpromifing. 
It  requires a co-operation fo univerfal, as cannot 
poflibly be procured; it renders the difceining 
and the wife on either fide, refponfible for the 
worthlels and the defperate ; and whilft thofe are 
labouring to eitablifh a good underftanding, thefe 
are free (and they will never want iniligation) to 
fquander the entire flock o f  merits, in a fingle 
fally  o f  intemperance ; in the vaft collections o f  
men who are the fubjeóts o f  this arrangement, 
there can be no fubordination. I have dwelt 
fomewhat longer on this head, as fo many oppo

nents

T h e  parties o f  C h u r ç h -eftabliflieci and Diffident diilracted P o 
la n d ,  until  at length,  the neighbouring powers  profited o f  the 
occaf ion to interpofe ; and,  after a dieadful  havoc o f  human 
happinefs ,  they com p le te ly  oveiturned .that R epub lic .  T h e  
parties o f  C h u r ch - E lt ab ' i  (bed and Acir.inian in H ol land,  pro
du ced tnanv bitter contentions and tumults,  and at length prove^l 
fatal to  that government.  Rel igious difference e.vihs with ou t  
animoîlty  in iome governments,  but thefe are clofe conftitu;ions.

Scotland was before the Union  in a (late o f  the higheft irrita- 
*ion, pol i tical  added to religious ; the difference between E p i i -  
copacy  and the C o n v e n t ic ’ers, l ike  Proteftant and C a t h o l i c  wi ih  
us, was artful ly managed and fomented. A  very ferious tumult  
took place about the time o f  the Union,  on account  o f  opening a 
church o f  England chapel in Edin bur gh .  W h - n  the politi
cal  motive  was with dra wn,  re l igious  r a n o u r  lubfided totally. 
E v e r y  fe£t o f  chriftians, worlhips at present in the prin
cipal  towns o f  Scotiaud w i th ou t  incommoding each other. 
T h e r e  is at this moment in the fervice a very fine regiment, 
compofed,  officers and privates, o f  Scotch Cathol ics .  
v e r y  lately  a te6t was preferved in Scotland, with all the often- 
t a t i o n o f  a regular  hierarchy, who o n ly  diiTented from the C h u r c h  
o f  Englan d,  in denying  his M a j e f l y ’ s title to the C r o w n .  B y  
neglect  they mouldered a w a y ,  until the death ot the late Pre
tender furniihed a convenient  occafion for their fubmiilion : and 
fo  l ittle wa s their former ob üinacy viflted upon them, that t e 
bounty,  ailoted by Queen Anne to the Scotch Episcopalians* 
has been tevived in their faveur,  and they no at enjoy it*
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î ien tsof  the U nion  h a v e  difcourfed in the lame 
{train ; although it m ay appear fuperfluous to en
ter into the merits o f  the plan, whilft  the party  
that preponderates in the ftate, neither b y  its po
li t ica l  a â s ,  nor the tenor o f  its publications, dif- 
clofes any inclination to conciliate.

U p o n  one f a d  all are agreed, that there is fome- 
w h at  materially aftray either in the temper, or 
in the politics o f  our country .  Some concludc 
hafli ly  and fummarily againft the people, hoping 
that the advantage o f  fituation m ay be fuffici- 
cnt to exem pt them from the impeachment againit  
their fpecies. Hiftorical experience teaches ano
ther leffon, that vice, w id e ly  diffufed, is the un- 
erring fym ptom  o f  a fociety d e fe d iv e ly  organ- 
izcd ,  or regulated injudicioufly.^ A r e  the Iriïn 
gentry overbearing and inattentive to their infe
riors? A r e  t h e  co m m o n a li ty  reftlefs anduntrac* 
table?  A r e  their tumults ferocious ? Is their ftate 
o f  peace, a dull, indolent, infipid langor? E v e r y  
charge  that can  b e  brought againil  the people, 
Tecoils upon the inftitutions that form ed their 
character. T h r e e  modern infurre&ions o f  the 
com m on people— that o f  Poland in 1768, Oa 
F ran ce  from 1789 to J792, and this o f  Ireland 
in 1798, will  be traced in hiftory b y  a v e r y  uni
form courfe o f  atrocities. In thefe countries tha^ 
clafs o f  men were greatly  depreffed b y  th e n  fu- 
periors ; in Flanders and in A m e r ic a  they 
w ere permitted to participate liberally in 
the natural and political advantages 01 the 
çountry  ; and the rifings w hich  to o k  place 
there, nearly within the lame period, did not 
differ from  any other regular hoftility. I  ac- 
cufe the habits and condition o f  m y countrymen, 
*s well o f  thofe w h o  are fpoiled by  the exercife 
o f  power, as o f  thofe on w hom  it bears v e ry  hea
vily.  T h e ir  natural difpofitkms differ not from 

J thofe



thofe o f  other men with whom fate has dealt more 
kindly.* Whilrt the adjacent nations were re! 
lolving mto civilized habits, what has been the 
government o f  Ireland, but a perpetual fcuffle 
between the ítafe' and the people ? A n d  in that 
conteit it might have continued to wafte its 

rength for ever, i f  the Britiih government had 
not interfered with views very different from thofe 
ot  our domeftic.rulers. T h e  feceffion o f  Am erica ,

to concentrate the re
maining powers o f  the empire. This  inducement 
awakened, in the Britiih government, towards 
t e clofe o f  the laft war, a difpofition to attach the 
people o f  Ireland to the ftate, and led to the firft 
relaxation o f  the laws againft the Catholics, which, 
like every fubfequent meafure o f  the kind, was 
extorted by the Crown from a reluftant arifto- 
cracy. 7  he government was too intelligent not 
to perceive, that however acceptable to that body, 
it would not promote the caufe o f  general vigour 
and refource to rule this land by force, and in 
oppofition to the genius o f  the people, f  Minif-

ters

*  Nature,  ’  fays an elegant and admired author,  l t  never  
made an unkind creature. Ill ufage and bad habits have de-, 
formed a fair and lo v e ly  creation.” — ù t e r  n e .

t  B) ' lav/s,  e n a d e d  in the reign o f  Q j e e n  A n n e ,  the C a th o
lics of Ireland, w h ic h  is another name for the people,  were as 
to  franvhiies, political influence and power,  reduced to the 
fituation o f  women and chi ldren ; and as to property,  they could 
acquire no beneficial intereft  in land, for even on the leaieholds, 
w h ic h  they were permitted to enjoy ,  the refervation o f  a full rent 
w as ftipulated. T h i s  c o n s t a t e s  a degree o f  di fcountenance 
equal to that wh ich aliens incur,  where alienage is leaft favored.

1 *ie natural confequence o f  this arrangement, was to form 
the nation into two cafts ; a mi nority,  the favourites o f  the ftate, 
w l i o  pol idied all the authority,  and influence, and e m o l u 
m e n t ;  a n.ajority, the mere objedb o f  power, unprivi leged anti 
outcdlt,  I  am warranted in call ing this a government againft 
the gem us o f  the people.

A b o u t

[ 16 j
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ters fought to render Ireland an effeaual help, 
mate to Great-Britain, and they only could

fucceed

A b o u t  tw e n ty  years  a g o ,  that part o f  the f>Item, w h i c h  re
lated to property was abandoned, probably  on  a cco u n t  o f  the 
inducements  i jated m the t ex t ,  but  c e r t a i n l y  the c o n f e r e n c e  
w a s  an i m m e n fe  acceffion to the capital and induftry  o f  the 
co untry ,  w h i c h  is m o d  un fa ir ly  fet d o w n  to the a cco u n t  o f  the 

igi lanee  o f  Parl iament.  C a t h o l i c s ,  w h o  acquired property  
abroad, fett led in Ir ela nd,  and others  laid out  their m o n e y  It 
n o m e ,  w h o  w o u l d  have emi grated.

inflSCl H a11 t h e - a v e " ues t0 honor> e m o lu m e n t ,  and poli t ical  
inf luence we re  in ter d i f le d ,  and thefe co ncédions .on the fide o f

r j y ’  ( a,, th° uS h ,t h e y o t h e r w i f e  benefited the nat ion,)  as the y
f l i l  C S ^ 011?  ' rom an a f y lu m  10 foreign co un tr ies ,  led 
them  t o  (p ecu la te  more m i n u te ly  on the inc onv eni enc e  o f  their 
i tuation at home. I take it to have been o n e  o f  the w i ld e f t  pro-

rrv l ;  f*. t Ver ° CCUrren t 0 a n y  Per fon- 10 f u PP0le that  this c o u n -  
y  m gfit be made  to flouriih wi th  f u c h  an obvious p ro vo ca t io n  to

n t ‘ f  *?Ut ,0me im a g in e ,  that things g o  on very
m o o t h l y ,  i f  th e y  are f trong e n o u g h  to fupprefs or prevent  r e b e l 

l i o n .  It  never  oc cu rs  to them that a nation, l ike  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  
m a y  languid] un d er  bad management,  and that a da te  mufi  be

I j  10 f trUggle  w i t h  the  buffettings  o f  the le  t imes w e  are 
p la ce d  in.  *

A  further conceffion w a s  made about  fix years  f in ce ,  in co nf e-  

E ! ;  k u g- repreientations offered on the  p:lrt o f  the C a 
thol ics to his M a j e f t y .  B a t  this favour w a s  fo w a r m l y  difputed,  

f h a t i t  r e v i v e d  ammofities  through t h e c o u n t r y ,  or  iharpened them 
w h e r e  th e y  appeared t o  h a v e  been dormant.  A n d  the conceffion

t 'h in 'rM’ P  \  thefe  ve ry  p rinc ipa l)  pairs, more nominal
t h a n r e a .  For  the w e i g h t  o f  P arl ia m en ta ry  intereft  is fo  d r o n e

gain t e C a t h o l i c s ,  that after a l l ,  the y  participate as l i t t le  as 
eve r  in fituations o f  inf luenc e  or a d v a n t a g e .

I apprehend that it is the intered o f  Ireland to bring the parties

T l v V 0 «  j  u ecî u1a l i t y tha:l they  are at prefen,-, w h i c h  can 
c n l y  be e f fc ft e d  b y  a ch ange  in the c o n d i t u t i o n  o f  Parl iament.  
A u g m e n t  the importanc e o f  the count iesand  diminiOi that o f  the 
c lo ie  boroughs.  T l i e  C h u r c h  efta bl i ihment is fecured by E n g 
l a n d ,  it has, mo reo ve r,  the balance o f  property on i tsf ide. T h e  
Obje-tt is; to put  man and man upon a level  in the affairs o f  c i v i l

agai'a( ânother.eatS P ^  tU ** ^  ^  U? Cne P3fl?
A n o t h e r  c i r cum d a nce ,  w h i c h  operates more im m ediate ly  again'fl 

f h e r e p o f e o f t h u l a n d ,  and to w h i c h  I (hall have occalion to r e c u r

again
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iucceed by improving the circumftances of  the 
people. N ext  came the conflict with France,
w hich exemplified at once the inluihciency of  the 
means hitherto employed, and the urgent neceffity 
o f  binding us to the commonweal, and to each 
other, by a more impreffive feeling o f  affe&ion 
and intereft. T h e  feuds o f  the Iiiih were to be 
plucked up by the roots. T h e  fyftem that cheriih- 
çd thefe contentions was to be abandoned.

W hilft  to every man out o f  Ireland, the ob
j e t s  o f  our domeftic altercations _ were con
temptible, the condition o f  this kingdom, o f  
Britain, and of  Europe, has given the moft alarm
ing afpe£t to their cor.feojuences. Elevated above 
t h e  conliderations o f  a felfiih, or a local nature, 
which fw ay  individuals in this i f l a n d ,  t h e  coun
cils o f  the Sovereign contemplated the mifchief 
in its full extent: and in the fpirit o f  a wife and 
benignant difcharge o f  duty, the crown propoles 
a plan o f  adjuftment to compofe the difference 
for ever ; the project is not to be liftened to . 
N o ,  let us rather trail the repofe o f  our country 
to accident, or to romance ; the diilin^ineiS o f  
Parliament is not to be impaired; we muft not 
forego the pride o f  independence ! T o  all this 
fuftian it may be replied, that to iaciifice you., 
comfort to your pride is folly. Parliament is but 
one o f  the forms o f  the conilitution, the end o. 
which, and the end o f  independence, is focial

happinefs ;

the  habit o f f q f p e a i n g  the members  o f  che fubjeit  rel 'g 'on.  
f h e *  w e r e  ve ry  prr,p;r!y fnppai'ed to be at tached tu the houle  ot 
fciruarc a ; ter  the  R e v o l u t i o n ,  bur,  e ve r  fiiice every di i po f iu on  to 
that attachment m u l l  h a v e  c . a i e d ,  p e o p l e  are unwil l ing to ad- 
mit that there is not iome other a&uating p r i n c p l e o i  dilaltefction.

It is worth y o f  u m a r k ,  thdt t h e e  is no o;her projeft on foot, 
w h ic h  aims, or profetfes to aim at luppreiiing the feuds o f  the 
Ir ' f t  peop.e. T h o l e  wh o onpull- the U'Uon, oefire us to go on in 
the old w a y ,  that ts, laying the foundation o f  di flurbances inbad 
poli tv,  and ’tepreffing them by languinary executions.
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tiappinefs ; and both good fenfe, and patiiotifm 
enjoin, to vary the means, i f  they do not corres
p ond to their deitination.

W h a t  in truth is the extent o f  this indepen
dence ? and h o w  far does it ju f t i fy  the pride and 
pretentions that are built  upon it ? It m ay not be 
irrelevant to beftow a fe w  lines upon this enquiry. 
D o  not e x p e ft  that I fhall a l low  y o u  the choice  
o f  w eap ons,  that has been generally  made on 
this occafion ; this double game o f  tw o  conftitu- 
tions, one for  ufe, and one for  argument ; one 
w h ic h  w e  w ie ld  againft G reat-B rita in ,  whilft w e  
finite with  the other our ow n  prefuming popula
tion. I mull fix you to  that conftitntion, which 
w e  have been enrolled together to proteft ,  and 
w h ich  confifts with our fubmiflion to the legal ef~ 
tabiifhments, to  the Britifh crbw n and empire. 
I prefume you w il l  w il l ingly  circumfcribe yourfe lf  
within thefe limits. If  Ireland does really  main
tain the port and figure o f  an independent ftate, 
nothing lefs than irremediable abide in the con- 
<3u &  o f  public affairs, can juft i fy  the facrifice o f  
national dignity. T h e  deed admits o f  no alterna
t ive  :— It is fuggefted by the moil generous feel
ings o f  enlightened patriotism, by pious fenfibi- 
lity,  and unbiaffed discernment ; or elfe, it is p ro 
digal and profane, and to be Severely reprehended* 
I f  the pride o f  place, refie&ed from the nation 
to the individual,  elevates and invigorates the 
ch ara i ler  o f  the people ; i f  they are well pro- 
te& ed, comfortable,  and co n te n te d ;  w hat  S w i t 
zerland was, with fome defedls in its political ar
rangements ; but what it now has ceafed to be, 
then he is a bafe traitor w h o,  even b y  his Spécula
tion, would interrupt the enviable  enjoyment. 
W e  (hall coniider h o w  that feparatenefs o f  legis
lature, com m on ly  called the independence or 
Ireland, operate-s externally as to rank, and inter-



r.ally es to happinefs. It will be incumbent on 
me to juftify the opinion I have formed, b y  flrip- 
ing our conltitution o f  the falfe plumage, in which, 
for this occafion, falfe patriotifm drel fes i t ;  and 
I hope to fhew that Ireland, in order to be prac
tically  free, ought to be incorporated with Great- 
Britain. A n  A£t o f  Union, framed as we are 
authorifed to expect, w il l  prove to the people a 
great charter o f  civil liberty. T o  every other 
fide I look  in vain for a confolatory perfpeitive. 
Our prefent ftate o f  connexion, is indeed, fub- 
ferviency. Ir we agree to coniider ourfelves 
blended with our fellow citizens o f  Britain in a 
community o f  privileges and pretenfions, we o f  
courfe ftand as equals. I f  we reft upon the c a 
p ac ity  o f  a. feparate, but confederated people, 
whillt the confederacy fubiifts, we are neceffarily 
inferior. U nder the fame head, the ftate o f  Ire
land will  ever  be fubfervient to the ftate o f  B r i
tain ; but let the ft a tes be united, and between 
the fubjefls refident in cither, locality cannot make 
an humiliating difference. I fubfervient, you 
will  reply, we are fo by our ow n forms. That 
m ay  be very well for the few, (for they are but 
few) who draw advantages from contributing to 
this accommodation ; I do not fee how it can fa
vourably  affect the public. Upon thefe queftions 
I muft invite you to decide. W as Ireland at any 
time decorated with the conftitution that is now 
le tu p  r A t  this hour do we fubftantially enjoy 
it ?

In the infancy of  the prefent European fyf- 
tem, it was ths fate or Ireland, (whether on an 
happy cr un propitious moment, it is now too late, 
and befide the prelent queftion, to enqure) to be 
attached to the fortunes of the fitter ifland. A t  
that period, there was little intercourfe even be
tween contiguous dates. The  great continental

powers
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pow ers  o f  our day, were in em biio .  Spain and 
G e r m a n y  had fcarcely introduced themfclves to 
the acquaintance o f  thefe regions; and Italy 
w ould  have been as little know n, but that it 
happened to be the refidence o f  the P ope,  and 
the center o f  religious correfpondence. F ian ce  
and Flanders were fplit into as many d ii l in â  prin
cipalities as there are fovereignties in modern 
Europe. Let it not wound the pride o f  Ireland 
to hear an hiiloiical fact repeated, w hich, in her 
ancient condition, and in the circumftances o f  thisrrinniiuifl̂^̂inblS,;,̂ ^
aflifiUCii A  remote country, not naturally
very  potent, but rendered eminently feeble b y  
internal diitiaérions, was neither cultivated nor 
coniidered by foreign princes ; we did not, o f  
courfe, eitablifh a foundation for future notice; 
and when the commerce o f  flates became more 
perfect, our nationality, with  refpedt to them, 
was merged in that o f  England. T h e  common! 
Sovereign naturally reprefcnted his entire dom i
nion. \Ve do not attend to internal rules between 
D e n m a rk  and N o rw a y ,  or to the provincial p o 
licy o f  all thofe regalities that conilitute the 
Spanifh monarchy. W e  do not take the troubl- 
to  difcriminate the king o f  Bohemia from the 
k in g  o f  H ungary, or either independent love- 
reign from the A rch d u k e  o f  A u ftr ia .  In life.

- aT r-’ i he Polen, ates u h o  perceive in G eorge

he relat" * Cf ° ? P *  C° mPetence maintain 
the relations o f  fovereignty, witneffed by  his c a 
pacity to preferve his royal faith, and avenge
1 °  i ■ breach o f  their engagements, ne-
ï e r  caft their eyes beyond the Court o f  St.

James’s,
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James’s, to learn b y  what cuilomary infiruments ot 
authority, he fixes the obedience or his fubje&s. 
T h e  public law o f  Europe recognizes no fuch 
ilate as independent Ireland; whilfl the rights and 
poiTeffion o f  our executive government, are infe- 
perably annexed to the Britiih C ro w n , it cannot 
recognize us otherwife than as an undifcriminated 
portion o f  that monarchy. T h e  ftate is repre
sented by the prince ; it is from their relation to 
him, and not to Parliament, that individuals de
rive refpect and confideration among foreigners. 
Jywppe took no notice o f  the {fates o f  Guel- 

,derÎànd a n ^ Ç r ie f la n fU y e t  the,fe -and the other 
members'^of the Batavian., confederacy were 
perfectly foyereign.and independent among the'm- 
felve-s ; "jnipmuch, that in th.e«diip,ute. in 1796* - 
relative to the privileges o f  the Stadholderit'e, 
they were at war with each other: fbmè WFre 
in alliance, and others at enmity with the King 
o f  Pruffia, in his invafion. W e  only confidered 
the States General,  the executive Government by 
whom  the Republic  was reprefented. Thefe Se
parate jurifdiáions are now broken down into a 
tingle reprefentative Government ; ilill our eyes 
are fixed on the head o f  the ftate, we perceive 
in this r e f p e f t ,  no diminution of  dignity among
it’s members.

So the Britiih fe te  is divided into tw o feparate 
iurifdiftiona of  legiflation, as it is into three of  
ju'ifprudence. Thefe are municipal conventions 
which regard only the parties- T h e y  were inih- 
tuted to fuit local convenience ; and upon a dif
ferent fenfe o f  that convenience, they may, and 
ought to be new modified. B y  the íame íeafon 
that there are two, there might be twenty diilinft
councils o f  legiflation, and the motives which in

duce
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duce us to abridge the number to tw o ,  *  extended 
a little further m a y  evince,  that w e  lhould be 
m ore  ju f l ly  governed b y  a fingle Pail iam ent.  
T h e  nature and effence o f  the connexion w o u ld  ^  
not change upon an U n i o n  eftabliihment, al
though the terms fhould be fom ew hat  varied ; and 
as to rank, and dignity ,  and importance, w e  
have none without the circle o f  the m on arch y  j 
we have  no claims in that lefpeét, but as againft 
G re atB r ita in ,  our co-eftate, our equal and co-m em 
b e r ;  and I call  upon an y  man to (hew h o w  the 
relation o f  thefe nations to each other, w o u ld  
b e  altered b y  an U n io n.  T h e  degree o f  ftrength 
and refource, which each part contributes to the 
com m on ftcck  is the real ground, upon which it can 
expeâ: to be confidered. Limited, as o u r  in d e
pendence is, to a certain fphere o f  a& ion , will  
y o u  ferioufly tell me that w e  are more refpeftable, 
becaufe the lyftem o f  our U nion  is a ih a d e  or  tw o 
more intricate? A lth o u g h  to each  other, G ie a t  
Britain  and Ireland are d i f t in â  provinces, in the 
contemplation o f  m ankind, they already form an 
incorporated ftate, under a  fingle head, with all 
the external appearance o f  an united people. O ur 
common prince leads us, at his difcretion, to war 
and peacc, with  an entire conjunction o f  intereft ; 
he a d s  and regulates jo in t ly  for us, and fupports, 
in our mutual behalf,  all the offices o f  good and bad 
neighbouihood. T h e  united Iriihmen piopofed to 
introduce this ifland into the world, in the new cha- 
raéler o f  a fubilantive G overnm ent.  I r e je û  and 
reprobate their defign, with feelings fuch as might 
b e  e x p e û e d  to arife in the bofom o f  an Engliihman; 
i f  a fchcme were  propounded to revive, under a

republican

T h e r e  w e r e  f o r m e r l y ,  in  ei ther  k i n g d o m ,  t w o  h o u f e s  o f  
c o n v o c a t i o n .  t h e f e  a f fem blies^difcon tin ue4 i l* i0 *
f r o m  m o t i v e s  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  t o  c h e c k  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  f a c t i o n ,  
and a v o i d  t h e  m i f c h c f  o f  fo  m a n y  à c l i b e r a t i v e  c o u n c l s .



republican form, any denomination o f  the Hep^ 
îarchy.  It is too late, at th e .e n d  o f  600 years, 

'■ to look out for new relations and dependencies. 
'  Blended in races, b y  the intercommunity o f  that 

fpace  o f  time ; affimilated in manners, in cuf- 
toms, and in language, it is now too late to dif- 
turb the throne o f  K in g  G eorge  with the anti
quated dignity o f  K in g  Roderic. But then, the 
abettors o f  this plan have fomething to hold by, 
in their argument for independence; whilft, to 
ufe the words o f  our adt o f  Parliament, “  the 
G row n o f  Ireland is infeparably knit to the Im
perial Crow n o f  England, ” our mouths are clofed; 
this land can have no place or influence in the 
world, except what belongs to it as a member o f  
the empire. T h e  confpirators were aware o f  this 
difficulty, and they attacked the law , the parlia
ment, and the conftitution. T h e y  were perfuaded 
that your veitry, or grand ju r y  parliament, is a 
falfe foundation o f  grandeur ; and, as national ele
vation was their objedl, or pretence, they quite 
cortfiftently aimed at the eitabliih nent o f  an ap-' 
propriate, oflenfible government, to maintain 
our confequence with alien powers. They  fet up 
againft the entire conftitution, thofe rights which 
you oppofe only  to fuch parts as do not fuit 
your purpofe. T h e  Gallican innovators rea- 
ibned juftly  enough upon falfe premifes : i f
that pride o f  nationality, which the politicians o f  
your fchool aiTert only againft Great-Britain, 
were neceifary to national happinefs ; il che va
nity o f  holding a rank among ftates, was either 
a wife, a falutary, or a jnil purfuit; tnen, the 
means, which t h e f e  perfons pointed out, and thefe 
only, ought to be adopted. On your principles, 
without the dignity o f  being a feparate fta’ e, we 
have all the inconvenience .of being a feparatfcd 

^p eo ole .  I f t s  mere delufion,’m#fe*credulity to ap- 
* '  prchend'
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prenend that this kingdom flands more high in 
general cfiimation, by  reafon of  the bye- law s ot‘ 
i t ’s connection with a people, at the difiance o f  
60 miles ; fubjefls o f  the fame prince, in the fame 
right and with the fame intereit.
. fcehnition or our political eilablifhment 
is a qualified fovereignty, veiled in an afiembly,  
w h ic h  m a y  be a wife and virtuous fenate, but can- 
not pretend to be a popular delegation. F ro m  
the law  and ufage o f  the empire it derives a 
right to bind the fubjetfs o f  this land. T h is

6 bes innin§ and the end o f  it ’s jurif- 
d i c i o n ;  and all  the tokens and evidences o f  
its conftitution are not imperial, but m unicipal ,  
ir lupreme, in the fenfe that vanity  fuggefis, 
w h y  m a y  w e  not aft  againft an y  p ow er  we think 
fit? w h y  not freely  make contradls with  a n y

r » ’ • e ' l^er cafe, do we permit the d u tv
o f  B n tifh  connexion to bar or trammel our pré» 
rogative?— W e  are bound b y  affefíion. T h e n  in- 
deed, it was merely to ch eck  the devious w an d er
ings o f  the heart, that the kingdom  has reeked with 
blood from the gibbet and the w hip ping  pofi. I 
am warranted in affirming, that Ireland is not 
le g a l ly  or  p r a â i c a l l y  competent to make any af- 
aimption oi authority which m a y  be inconve
nient to G reat  Britain. T h e  vote o f  either, or  o f  
both Houfes o f  Parliament, w o u ld  not p r o t e d  a 
rran from the penalties o f  high treafon, w ho pro
ceeded to Paris under that fanfiion, to negociate 
with the Convention. W e  h ave  no Irifh jurifdic- 
tion with which any foreigner w ould  treat unlefs 
he propofed to foment rebellion; no individuals  
whole  execution, for the v e r y  crime o f  confeder
ating with him againlt the Britifh C ro w n , he 
could  relent as an infra&ion ÿ f  fettled la w  and 
jttftice. Our T h ir d  Efiate ïé, b y  fundamental 
provinon,' w hich  w e  cannot alter, p laced  beyond
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our controul, and entirely within that o f  the fil
ter nation. She is enabled to employ the direct 
influence o f  his negative, and his indirect influ
ence, as difpenfer o£ the public patronage, and 
(equal in importance to either prerogative) his 
lituation as reprefentative o f  the community, in 
order to reftridt our independence within the li
mits ihe prefcribes to it. H ow  does this fettered 
fu n û io n a ty  tefembie the teprefentative o f  a fove- 
reign peôple? W hilft  it f i t s  upon incapacities and 
confifcationá, how cân Parliament pretend to juf- 
tify  its rights, b y  a popular, or national title ? 
W h a t ,  beiide a deference for legal and prefcriptive 
eftablifhments, can render palatable fuch re
prefentative fi&ions as Harriflown or Clogher ? 
Numberlefs queflions o f  this kind might be propo- 
fed without the poffibility o f  obtaining a Satisfac
tory leply,  from thofe w ho pretend to trace the 
prerogative of" parliament to a higher origin than 
municipal regulation -you cannot carry the claim 
one ftep farther b ack,  without letting up King 
James’s parliament, which was declared to be a 
treafonable meeting ; and the Affembiy o f  Confe
derates at Kilkenny, who forfeited their eftates, 
for  a&irtg, in virtue o f  an unequivocal delegation 
o f  the people. Our own deeds, over and over 
again, bar our claim to imperial fplendor. \Ve 
never looked upon the fccptre, but to dcclare our 
incompetence to wield it : *-—  W e  refigned  ̂ the

*  T h o f e  w r i t e r s  w h ô  h â v e  treated o f  the  c o n n e x i o n  be
t w e e n  G r e a t -B r i ta i n  and I r e l a n d ,  w i t h  tempe r ar. g o o  
k n f e ,  a nd  n o t i n  the w i  d rant  o f  d e c l a m a t o r y  fpecu  a t i o n ,  
a d m i t  that  the grea t  qu ef l io ns  o f  peace  and war,  r e h g i o n ,  
c o m m e r c e  and r e v e n u e ,  o u g h t  to  be f inal ly fett_e o ie a- 
t i s f a a i o n  o f  G r e a t - B r i t a i n .  (See p a m p h le t  by  R - c h a r d  Jebb 
E i q .  pages 24. and 2 5 .V  N ow , it ap p e ar s  to me, tha t  it a  
feparate  F a r l i a m c n t  be g o o d  fax  any  thing, it (non d exi o r  
t h e  p u r p o l ' e . c f  g i v i n g  c o n f e r e n c e  to I r e l a n d



lofty pretenfion, when w e  furrendered to K in g  
H e n ry  II.— W e  refigned it more fu lly  and formally 
in  the reign o f  H enry  VIII. w hen w e e n a f t e d  that; 
w hofoever  reigned in E n glan d,  and under what- 
foever  colour, ihould o f  courfe, be the f o v e reign 
o f  Ireland. T h u s  admitting, that the line "of 
fucceflion might poflibly be interrupted by a title 
differing from that o f  direft  defcent ; and in the 
fame^ moment, renouncing any  right o f  option, 
enquiry or diicrimination. T h e  arrangement 
o f  1782, m erely  w en t  to remove a concurrent 
ju r i fd iâ io n  o f  the Britiih and IrMi Parliaments. 
It made no alteration in the rights o f  the Britifh 
C r o w n ,  to the obedience o f  thè Irifh people. A  
ftrong il luilration o f  this la w  o f  H enry VJII. and 
in exadt conform ity  to its doftrine, w a s  the cafe 
o f  Ireland under Jam es II. T h a t  P rin ce  fucceed- 
ed to a long line o f  anceftots ; he had, o f  courfe 
e v e r y  claim that could  be derived from the m oil  
obvious o f  our prejudices. A lth o u g h  his adminif- 
tration might have difgufled the people o f  Eng.  
land, the Irilh cou ld  not be difpleafed with his 
meafures, for the means did not affeft them, and 
the end coin cid ed  with their fentiments- F a r  
from  abdicating the C ro w n  o f  Ireland, he came 
into the realm and challenged the prote&ion o f  his 
fiibjeils.  T h e  entire aùthority  o f  the ftate w as 
pofiefTed b y  his officers. A  parliament, b y  e l e c 
tion at lèait as free, b y  national concurrence at 
leal, as popular, as an y  that ever  fat in Ireland,

very

d e h b e . a t i o n s  W h e n  t h e f e  p o i n t s  are w a v e d ,  m a t t e r s  o f  
interna,  r e g u l a t i o n  a l o n e  r e m a i n ,  a n d  her e  i t  is t h a t  t h e l r i i l i  
I a r l ,a m e n t  is m o f t  lm b l e  to  e r r o r ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p a r t i a l

f u r r e d  '* ^  ; fo that Mr' Jtbb P r o p o f e s  t o
n o f f i h l t h  t h o [e p r e r o g a t i v e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  
p o l u b l y  b e  u f e f u l ,  a n d  w h i c h  c e r t a i n l y  g i v e  an a i r  o f d i g -

f nd he w o u l d  p r e f e r v e  f u n f í i o n s ,  t h e  e x e r c i f e  o f
, c  11s b e e n  leaft b e n r f i c i a l ,  m o f t  r e p r e h i n f i b ' e  a n d  m o f t  

obnoxious. r

t 27 i
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very warmly efpoufed his caufe, and a people 
almoit unanimous, took up arms to defend it. O n  
the other hand was K in g  W ill iam, invited to go- 
vern by a private deputation o f  Engliih noblemen, 
confirmed on the throne not even by an Engliih 
parliament, but b y  a convention o f  eftates, and 
the doubtful acquiefcence o f  the people. He 
claimed the crown, under an appointment on which 
Ireland w as not confulted ; to which, far from 
concurring, ihe gave  every teilimony of  diffatif- 
faftion ; yet the Iriih, prefuming to refill Jfayalty 
thus acquired, and exercifed in defpite and con
tempt o f  their opinion, their refillance was treated 
as rebellion, and punifhed b y  a very extenfive 
confiscation. In the glory o f  that empire, o f  
w hich Ireland conilitutes a moil efi'ential member, 
there are many things to infpire a generous pride, 
an elevated confcioufnefs o f  dignity ; but when 
you  detach the pride o f  feparated Ireland from 
the aggregate fund o f  honour in which the entire 
Hate participates, I-am obliged to aik, where can 
an Irithman call  his eyes to feek for the evi
dence o f  his national dignity? W e  chofe a mo
narch, he was expelled ; w e  choie a religion, it 
was proilraîed ; and adherence to the one or to 
the other, wasanimaverted on by heavy penalties. 
W ith  whst prodigality was the ancient blood o f  
Ireland ihed ? W ith  what vindictive profufion was 
the proprietary body diffipated? W as it, that 
they betrayed the dignity o f  Ireland ? N o  ; for 

t h e y  were the Ireland o f  their day. But bee a life, 
prepoffeifed with this very diilinftnefs, they endea
voured to a flume the port o f  an integral^ people, 
aifochted, b u t  not blended, whofe will, ex- 
pretied S e p a r a te ly  from that ot England, was en
titled to  fome deference; and in purfuance o f  
this opinion, they thwarted the favourite mea- 
fures o f  the empire: A n d  had thofe who capitu

lated
#*

9
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lated w ith  the C row n o f  England few er  and 
inferior rights, than perfons w h o  came in under 
that power, and w ere planted and nurfed by it 
into opulence ? O r do gentlemen claim b y  a T a r 
tar tranfmigration, to inherit the pretenfions or 
the men whom  they qggp deitroyed? It is not 
decent, to propound tenets as legitimate, w h ic h  
were deemed unlawful w hen held b y  the A b o r i  
g i n e s o f  the land. T h e  ancefiors o f  the forfeit
ing  Iriih might indeed be prefumed to have 
made terms, for  their fetdement w as ante
cedent to the royal title : upon popular n o 
tions, w h a t  befide compaól w ith  them could  
give  a colour to that title? A d m i t  the Iriili to be 
a feparate people  in right o f  what are called  firft 
principles, to w h ich  you oppofers o f  the U nion, 
have become fo fond o f  reforting, and upon w h ic h ,  
you  im agine the prerogative ot diftinft legiila- 
tion (lands as on a rock, eternal and inviolate j 
y o u  will  then p erceive  to what abfurdities w e  are 
b etrayed,  w hen wx travel b eyon d  pofitive institu
tions. I f  Britain be an alien powrer, i f  the K i n g ’s 
fu b jeâs  o f  the Sifter ifland be foreigners, there is 
not a tenable eftablifhment in the country. A l l  
the proceedings I have recited, the Spoliation o f  
property included, were tyrannical  and unjuft, 
and ought to be refcinded. But  we are not a 
feparate people, but a part o f  the Britifh aggre
gate ; Such are we in the eyes o f  the world, and 
Such are we rendered b y  theSe Sundamental laws, 
which far from dillurbing, you propofe to cheriih;  
and the adherents o f  the proScribed eftablifhments 
in Church and State, w ere a minority o f  the em 
pire. T h e  prefent forms o f  Ireland cannot be de
fended upon any other conftruction. T h e  consti
tution o f  your iiate, even the titles o f  you r  lands, 

~«ne documents o f  this fact, that Ireland is actually 
a branch of the undivided Em pire ,  W h i l f t  I 

^fcwrite, a law7 is on its w a y  through Parliament, to
Supply
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fupply, what is fuppofed j^able law yers  fay erro* 
ncoufly, and the fpirit o f  the inilitution fupports 
their affertion) to be an omitted cafe in the cata
logue of  conceflions, B y  this bill, in cafe the 
ftation o f  regent o f  thefe realms fhould at any 
time become neceifary, the nomination is exclu- 
fively conferred upon the Biitiih Parliament* 
Oblerve, that to confirm a Regent is a parliament- 
a ry  function, and the Iriih Houfe o f  Commons, 
w h o  refufe to be mixed with the reprefenta- 
tives o f  Biitain, muft here admit their body to 
be an improper depofitary o f  this prerogative. I 
do not notice with difapprobation any act that 
binds, or affects to bind the fifter nation? to each 
other. But I ground upon this avow al,  an argu
ment againft the propriety of  preferring a fepa- 
rate, to an United Legiilature, when it muft be 
admitted, that the former can, only  b y  its facrifi- 
ces, reconcile its exiftence with that o f  the Empire. 
I  ground an argument upon it ot the abfurdityof  
cheriihing that tribunal, as a piece o f  national 
importance, which gentlemen ac knowledge, unfit 
to exercife the high prerogatives for which it de
mands our reverence. I fee no paramount or 
pre-eminent token o f  confideration, referved to 
Ireland except the droit de potence^ which is, in 
truth, poifeffed in ample plenaity. A n d  as I  
cannot difcover, that our national dignity is ad
vanced, by being governed by the poireiToi o f  
the Englifh Crown, and a feparate legislature; 
neither can I admit, that we fhould be debafed, 
b y  the rule o f  the fame prince, and a general de
legation from every quarter o f  the empire. I 
have endeavoured to argue this queilion, vritK

a view

r igh t  c f  in f lL & w ^ ' t a p i l a l  p u m l f a ' n w frfry*
.«rgibbet (fanning on thr manopf"taiIccTSj 
j - a n  h i g h  f e m ' i »  u i * p i  lllfc ITT t f f P
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a view to  ibew that the incorporation, now  pro* 
pofed, is no material deviation from the fettled 
pradtice, under w hich  our anceftors have  lived 
for  generations ; and that it iavolves  no matter 
o f  deliberation, except that care o f  the public  
weal,  b y  w hich  every legiflative a£t is, or o u g h t  
to be direfted. Prudence fhould decide whether 
the affairs o f  the empire are like to be better co n 
ducted on the fyftem o f  a fingle, or o f  a double legif- 
ture ? In the íhape ot a point o f  honor the re- 
fleftion is idly and intemperately urged, however 
it may deferve to  be maturely weighed, as a confi-
deration o f  expediency.

T h e r e  are men w h o  will call this ilatement, 
(m ay  I venture to pronounce it fairly fupported 
by faft  and argument ?) a diminution o f  m y cou n
try ’s honor. It is eafy to perceive for what pur- 
pofe they enlift thefe lofty pretenfions in their fer- 
vice. Let them be fuccefsjul,  and you will  only 
trace the claim in the puniihment ot a deluded 
multitude, w h o  area ttra f ted b y  the nam e,and w ho 
cannot fo readily caft away their predile&ions. 
High-founding appellations coft l i tt le ;  they may 
be beltowed with indifcriminate facility on any 
çaufe or party. T h e re  are thofe among the op- 
pofers o f  the U n io n ,  w h o  w ould  cry up the go*' 
vernment o f  T u r k y ,  i f  they happened to be 
bafhaws, and find the golden dreams of republican 
felicity realized in Venice, i f  fate had placed them 
am ong its ariftocracy. If it be true that neither 
dignity, nor convenience are attached to our po
litical condition, what motive can there be to fup- 
prefs a f a d ,  to us eifential to be underftood ? Is it 
the honor o f  Ireland to raife falie conceits o f  a 
grandeur that does not exift, and draw the people 
by  means o f  it from the pur luit of their g e n u i n e  

welfare? Is it honourable, in order to render us
left than vve oucrht to be; to flatter us with th e n o -  

°  tion
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tion o f  being fomewhat more than we aie? No 
the ambition, the pride, the profit o f  individuals 
are thus held out, as the dignity and public good 
of  Ireland ; and will you be the deluded and de- 
. m g  accomplice o f  that error ? N ot  a peafantbut 
is trampled to ihe earth, i f  he prefumes to rear his 
creft in the fpint nay in the letter o f  your claims 
to independent right, and o f  your jealoufies againft 
Great-Butain. I have laid down the conftitution 
ot Ireland, not as carved out or enforced bv our

< I » ( > the creature o f  onr
ow n legiflature, deliberately adopted by the hioh- 
mmded Parliament o f  1782, in the full career o f  
méJonouB triumph. I defcribe our political ef- 
tablilhment, not as any gentleman pleafes to deco 
rate it to his own imagination, but as it pratficallv 
and fubftantially exifts ; as it has been interpret 
ed throughout that copious catalogue o f  con- 
nfcations which compofes the hiftory o f  this hi 
therto unhappy iiland ; as it formed the flandard’  
o f  guilt and innocence before King Charles’s 
^ ourt ° í  Claims and the prefent commiffioners 
for fufiermg loyahfts. Y o u  may repair to Vine 
gar-hill, and utter hghs for a purer independence 
but clearly the prefent coniiitution o f  Ireland car 
not be Supported on the foot o f  pride; for the 
Prince who reprefents the ftale, is the Dnim 7« 
which pride ihould be directed ; and in that refpeS
the union with England has been complete for 
fome centuries. The  con ten tion  you defend is
that which neceflitates dependence. Sicily Snâin
A chaia  were provinces to Rome. T h e y  were ad ’ 
minifiered by a Proconful fent from the center o f  
the empire, whofe proceedings were guided b v i n 
f tru a io n sfro m  the metropolis.' The  inhabitants' 
o f  Italy flood m a very different relation to the 
Republic. I hey enjoyed common franchifes with 
the aflual refidents o f  Rome, forming, ]jfce tbe„

a con-
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a conftituent part o f  the fupretne authority. T h e  
former was the fubordinate flate, the latter the 
participating people. T h e  firft, is the condition 
in which .Ireland is actually p laced ;  the fécond, 
that to w hich  an U nion  w o u ld  advance her.-*"

A l t h o u g h  the policy o f  a dii l inft  parliament 
confers no external confequence on Ireland, the 
jnilitution muff be put to another tell, and there 
perhaps, its merits will  be confpicuous. I mean 
to turn to our domeitic  filuation. T h e  mediocrity 
o f  rank will  fit l ightly  on the friend to Ireland, 
if , in  the abfence o f  ofientatious fplendour, he 
fees peace, content, and com fort— the confola- 
tions o f  obfcurity. W e  muil then look for 
the kind effefls o f  parliamentary vigilance in a 
profperous fiate o f  iociety, in provifions £br the 
people’ s happinefs ; we ihall find it illuftrated in 
the liberal confidence that a free people repofes in 
the delegates o f  their choice, and their chearful 
fubmiifion to an authority they approve of. A ffec
tionate folicitude for their ccnttituents,  will dif- 
tinguiih the reprefentative body, and frank ac- 
quiefcence be the charaéteriftic o f  the fubject. 
G overnm ents  w h ich  are not p ow erfu l,  ha$ 
ufually dwir «'mruMpuiiLi íw being paternal.—  
R e al ly ,  i f  the itate o f  Ireland prefents this p ic
ture, it were facrilege to deface it. W h a t  is 
the fact ? It is on this fide our wounds are green : 
It  is here the poignard has been driven home, and 
every expectation moil  miferably falfified. Such

is

' S f r t p p a fe,  i h u f t i a ^ .at I r e l a n d  was to l-.ccome
a provin ce by an U n i o n  ; the C a th o l ic s  are in this fenfe,  at prê
tent provincials  to the impeiial  Frot eftants :  the Proieftar.ts are 
provincials  to  the more imperial  bo r ou g h - h o ld tr s .  N o w  i f  the 
lu pe rior ity  of e a ch  part o v e r  t h e o t l i e r b e  r em ov ed ,  the g o o d  o f  the 
m u l t i t u d e ,  upon w h o m  this  advant age  w o u l d  be conferred,  mo re  
i n i n  cu m renfat es  to the.nation for the diminut ion,  i f  a u v . o f i u
luftrc.

Sci l icet  ut  T urno conlingat  R . g ' a  conjux.
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is the ftatc o f  fociety in Ireland, fuch the eternal 
llruggle between iich and poor, not unlike the 
wars waged between the Indian tribes, and the 
back fettlements o f  North America, that i f  the 

f  nica'fure o f  our pride were full, and that we were 
eminently dillinguifhed among nations, it would 
be wifdom and compaffion to renounce our t r o 
phies, and feek in an humbler rank, a milder and 
more p rat icab le  rule o f  polity. Perhaps you 
will tell me that we have Britiih laws and inflitu- 
tions. W e  certainly have ; and the refult o f  thefc 
parallel efiabliihments, with regard to fecurity, to 
the confideraiion o f  the individual, and to civil ac
commodation in general, is, in the one country, 
the very contrail o f  the other: It here is dilcontent, 
and there faiisfaction. H ow  will you reconcile 
thefe fails ? M y folution o f  the difficulty is, that a 
chain o f  circumftances which I ihall prcfently enu
merate, rendered the eitablifhmenr abortive as to 
Ireland; that the fyilem was laid upon a balis not 
calculated to uphold the fuperitru&ure. I feel 
that 1 do not addrefs thefe reflections to a man, 
w ho would think panegyrics on Parliament cheap- 

♦-^ymade at the expence o f  the people’s character. 
Such patriots are however to be frrmid;* and they 
will attribute the failure o f  civil fociety in this 
land, to that common place invective, the perverle 
temper, and evil difpofition. o f  the Iriih. “  General 
acculaiions,”  faid upon fome occafion our illuitri- 
o u s  countryman, (that luminaiy o f  Europe, whom 
Heaven has withdrawn tothcrepofe  o f  his exalted 
virtue) “  although they involve many, arc only 
conclufive teflimor.y •agáin'ft'oneí”  I dilcard"£very 
afiertion founded on the prefumption of general 
c h a r a c t e r ,  exilting independent o f  collateral caufes, 
not produced, nor fubjedt to be changed by them. 
M an is every where moulded by the iituation in 
which he is placed, and from the thri!tieit huf-

bandman,
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bandman, to  the moft prodigal wanderer on earth, 
he is uniformly the creature o f  the circumftunces 
that a d  upon him. W e  have been placed under 
bad laws, and the effed is matter o f  aftoniihment. 
R e m o ve  this Irifhmau, whom they accule of indo
lence to a new fcene, and to the influence of  kind 
encouragements, and mark the active enterprile by 
which he is diflinguifhed. Inebriety and idlenefs 
in our common people are not the caufe, bat the 
efFeds o f  our public difordeis ; upon thefe the fhort 
lighted patriot may difcharge his fpieen with una
vailing indignation, whilft the root o f  the mifchief, 
the fyftem remain? unmolefted. Gentlemen mull 
recoiled,  that the humble man has his value : In 

, focial life a f u n d i o n o f  high, o f  very highimport- 
ance is alfigned to him. Some means mull be dc- 

. vifed to all .y the fever o f  vigilance, fufpicion and 
jealoufy,and to corred  the habit o f  bufy intermed 
dling which difturb him. Perhaps you will doubt 
the reality o f  this officious harrafiing? Y o u  are 
not çonverfant with the parts o f  the country it 
infefts. It is not to be met in the metropolis, 
nor generally in the cultivated feats o f  the linen 
manufadure. Y o u  do not wituefs the evil,  nor 
hear the complaint o f  thofe who feel it. I f  you 
feek for  information, you are likely to confult the 
m an, w h o exempt from the lafh himfelf, and not. 
em ploying it, is inadvertent to the conducr o f  
Others. T h e  law gave to a part o f  the people ma
gi fieri al powers over another. 1 he law has yielded 
to a better fenfe o f  public good. But, though the 
letter o f  the law does not give them the iifual 
countenance, fome men are found, enough for 
the purpofes o f  irritation, tenacious o f  thefe magis
terial habits ; an i fuch men will be found, until a 
radical change o f  maxims íhall render their p o r 
tion untenable. Do not iuppofe I mean to level 
{his cenfure againft a r v  religtous dcfeription..

i.
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Thofe who err in the exercife o f  power, muit o f  
courfe belong to that divifion, to which power is 
confined, but furely the men o f  whom I fpeak are 
a minority, a narrow and defpicable minority.—  
H o w  have I rambled in this defcription ! Let' the 
man in humble life be prote&ed, and treated with 
regard, and he will be frugal. I f  he is to be re
ligious, communicate to him fome better impref- 
fions, than thofe he has received. I f  you cannot 
fucceed in this attempt, or will  not try the expe
riment, do not weaken his attachments, treat with 
refped the things and perfons he is ufed to reve
rence.* “  M ay  I live, faid the Great Henry, 
to fee every peafant in my dominions, eat his fowl

in

U n le fs  it is wi ihed to plunge this country into frredeemabfe 
barbariim, the body o f  C l . r g y ,  from whom a great part o f  tfye 
people ahoore to rece ive  r e !igious confolat ion,  ought in common 
prudence to meet  a very  confiderable degree o f  attention and en 
couragement. In' lead o f  t fm ,  the C a th o l ic  Priefi:4 is, in fome 
p ace?, treated hy our rural magifhates  as a fort o f  wizard,  w h o  
îs to be aniwerable for the demeanour o f  the Pari ill. F o r  his ex 
ample and dodtrines he ought  to be ftrich’y  refponfibie 5 but i f  
this be extended far, no man w i l l  enter into that miniftry w h o  
in any reipeft is fit for  it.  It is inevitable to have a C a th o l ic  
C i- irgy  in this k in gd om ; a very important care then fbould be, 
to  have that C l e r g y  o f  the bel l poifible d^fcription ; fo refpect- 
ab 'e ,  as à body,  and individua l ly ,  that they ' ilia! 1 fet a value 
upon betJi public and pri\ate reputation, and dread the diminu
tion o f  either. W e l l- in lt ru61ed men íliou.'d be provided, and 
inouced to undertake this funi l ion,  as fuch only are fit to co n 
ciliât the peo pl e ,  and mould their character. It was at aii times 
a matter ot  precarious policy,  to fend an order o f  men, i o  im 
portant fo this kingdom, as the Romifli  Prief lhood,  c o ie e k  edu
cation in a fure;gn country,  at the hazard o f  being alienated from 
toeir own.  This inconvenience is how ever  at an end, as the 
' r o . in.m.n :• for that purpo.e have perilhcd in the prefent trou- 
b i i î  on the Conr i-ent .  Still a .c lergy is to Le fupplied to the 
’ '■ans ( i i!,p pvfi- a:\-f candidates wifi  not be backward for that 
ion.^ibn. Y  t u  . ;. ’ . \ li.i-c this C l e r g y  o f  o.-.e ki' id or the other, 
cu tivatcd í í iuer jte  ; th.* powerful  u x n  _t the couniry are to 
oecide ; t ■ :vy m . y i n c i i r . -  fl.e b-ilaijce either way.  L e t  them 

•e a .u íco ’,  th : : :;;.y fuí íc '  efi order to !,• dcbafed, t h e p e o r ‘e
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in com fort. 5̂  L et  them come to the fight! is the 
war-hoop o f  Ireland.

M o re  penalties have been ordained in this k in g 
dom  fince the com m encem ent o f  the 1 8th century, 
than in any other country during any fpace o f  
time whatever. A n d  the refult, as might moft 
naturally be e x p e & e d ,  was to leave the people in 
their primitive condition, as to manners, as to 
comfort,  and cordiality with the government. T h e  
end o f  legiflation elfewhere, is to proteft  man 
againft man ; but here it was an entrenchment 
th ro w n  up, in order to fortify one people againft 
another.]; I do not propofe cither to  juilify or

impeach

w i l l  fink witf f  them. A  rational la i ty  w i l l  not fubiift under an 
Afcifllnian Prjeftj icod.   ̂ I f  they w i l j  n u  accept  o f  the chrif iianit)  ' 
o f  the poli il iëd C a t h o l i c  w o r l d ,  they m ay  have thole  a b j e i t  1 u- 
perfti tions that '*xirt: under  the  name o f  C h r i i i i a n i t y ,  i n  fome 
parts o f  t h e  .Turkifh dominions near the A r c h i p e l a g o .  T h e  g o 
v e r n m e n t  has,  by the efiabli foment o f  the C o l l e g e  at JVhynooth,  
í h e w n  a m o i l  laudable  diipofition. E u t  one is atïoniihcd to find 
that  the inil i tut ioh meets  v e r y  ainduous oppofit ion irom a par ty . 
w h o  in gene ra l  difpffey their t e a l  ágainít  their C a t h o l i c  f e l l o w -  
c i t iz en s.  M o ra l  inftruft ion Í3 to be pro vided for four  mill ions < f  
the peo ple,  aod can an y  «fan regret that the ftate takes u p  the 
c auf e ,  and cofrtrii>utes to it moil: b o u n t i f u l l y ?  Is the h :f t i u c t i c ^  
o f  mi*Jh\an tQ be ConVpared to the a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o f  a fîngîe pa- 

? Ha^-ingiaid fo mu ch  on this f u b j e t t ,  I  ihall add that thk 
p fojeft  o f  making provifion for the C a t h o l i c  C l e r g y  is not  fo eafy 
o f  e x e cu t io n  as at ful l  v i e w  it appears to be. Something  o f  that 
nature might  be p r a t i c a b l e ,  and in many  refpefts  ufe fuK

*  See in S u l l y ’ s Me moirs  this interefting anecdote.
Í  A n  a n o n y m o u s  w r i t e r ,  w h o m  I  have b e f o r e  m e ,  ex- 

prefles w i th  fo m u c h  j u f t i c e  a n d  g o o d  fe nfe  t h e  f e n t i m e n t s  I  
w i l l i  t o  c o n v e y ,  that  I lh a l l  t r a n f c r i b e  his  w o r d s .  S p e a k i n g  ot 
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  g r a n t e d ’b y  the  E m p r e f s  M a r i a . T h c r S h ,  
I'-e^fays. 46 It  has been o b i e r v e d  e v e n  in its firft o p e r a t i o n , ' t o  
ba v ^ p r o d u c e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  H u n g a r y ,  the  h a p p i e i t  effects,  
r i i e ^ m o l j ^ m o r t a  1 #a nim oir f iq s  . f n b i i û e d  b e t w e e n  .t-he*RQmari 
C a t h o l i c s  an d .P rot e f ta nts^ in ^t l ia t  c o u n t r y , '  occa f io ne 'd  tüy t h e ,  
p o w e r  w h i c h  t h e  l a w s  af forded t o  the^worll:  m e i i iô v V s jô f  o n e !  
c o m m u n i o n  (w ho are thofe th a t ars.àfavays bufy in fuch m a tte\\j 
t o  g r ie v e  a n d  har rafs  e v e n  t h e  bef t  o f  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e  t a k i n g  
a w a y  o f  th is  unnatural and ill-b c jlo iu td power has  f t r o n g l y  o p e *

r a te d
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Impeach the iîate expediency o f  thefe proceedings, 
In a general fyftem o f  feverity, poilibly no parti
cular meafure might have been mifplaced; one 
harih exertion of  authority created the neceffity 
o f  another. T h e y  were the laws o f  war, they 
were the lines and outpofts o f  a garrifon. Be iî 
that thofe rigid courfes were neceflary to proteft 
the recently acquired property, you will not there
fore require of  me to receive them, as a peace 
eftabliihment o f  morality. It is enough for my 
argument, that in the agency o f  the Iriih legiila- 
ture, a competent caufe is to be affigned for the 
îli-condiiion o f  its fubjects. T h e  Britiih branches 
o f  our itate occafionally interfered to correct the 
i'pirit o f  angry legiilation, but never to excite.it. 
Thefe  Popery laws neve? found an advocate out 
o f  Ireland; they were difcredited in '  appeals to 
Weftniinftçr. Lord Camden and Lorcf Mansfield 
were the firft who cried fname Upon the fyftem. 
L enity  came from abroad, Twhilft harfnnefs was thé 
im me diatc and natural propenfity o f  c u f  ovvn go
vernment ; no unfavourable.-omen for the medi- 
taied change ; T:o light inducement to'jSrefer the 
ufuai cotnpofitloQ of  ihe Brniih Lôgiilature, to 
the native rule, recommended by vdîümés o f  c o 
ercive, laws, and a century o f  inaufp:icious inter
ference,. t

Aftef

(u y  a nd  di ifeni ion* a nd  it p r o b a b î v  
t h e y  and the  ca uf es  f t o m  w h i c h



After  the revolution war, the fpirits o f  the Irifli 
were completely broken : It is impoiEble to fup- 
pofe, that with the aid o f  a conciliatory adminiftra- 
tion, they might not have been rendered ufeful and 
obedient fubjeds to the new fucceffion. The  H igh 
land clans engaged rather more zealoufly in the 
caufe o f  the houfe o f  Stuart. T h e y  felt the wrath 
o f  the government which they had exafperated ; 
but precaution and punifhment were temporary, 
and a calm was permitted to fucceed. T h at  bul
w ark of the empire, which Scotland is, Ire lan d . 
would have become, had ihe been blefled b y  a 
fimilar policy ; and refourcelefs as we are, would 
Scotland have remained, had the grantees o f  for
feited eftates been negligently permitted to eftab- 
liih themfelves in the government, at once inde
pendent o f  the crown and o f  the people, and with 
their power to tranfmit their jealoufies to pofterity.* 
T h e  propriety o f  thefe forfeitures is no queftion for 
modern investigation. T h e y  come to us fan&ioned 
b y  the laws o f  property, and facred let them re
main for ever. B u t  I may be permitted to lament 
the confequences o f  the event. I may be permitted 
to  arraign the inexpedient policy that accompa
nied it. W h e n  England changed the property o f  
this land, ihe ought to have taken meafures. to 
prevent the claihing o f  the old and new preten- 
fions. Againft  the old indeed, ihe effe&ually pro
vided, but took no precaution againft the proba

ble

*  I t  is f t r a n g e  t h a t  w h e n  g e n t l e m e n  i m p e a c h e d  t h e  effi 
c a c y  o f  t h e  U n i o n ,  o n  the e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  S c o t c h  r e b e l l io n s ,  
t h e y  d id  n o t  p e r c e i v e  t h e  i n f e r e n c e  to  be direct ly  againft  
t h e i r  o p i n i o n .  T h e  U n i o n - g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  n o t  be p u t  to 
a  b e t t e r  t e f l  th an  this .  I t  has w i t h d r a w u  the  S c o t c h  f r o m  
a n  a n c i e n t  prepoi fef f ion,  w h i c h  t h r e e  t im es  p r o m p t e d  t h e m  
t o  t a k e  u p  a r m s ,  a n d  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  o n  m a n y  o c c a -  
£ o n s  r e a d y  t o  a á ,  i f  c i * c u m ( la n c e s  p e r m it t e d .  S e e L o c k a r t ’s 
M e m o i r s .

I
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ble ci rors or tne new. She gave us a. govern” 
ment o f  hereditary alarmifts, vvhofe minds, fatigued 
with the eternal apprehenfion o f  reaffumption, 
would never fettle, and would never permita fettle- 
ment to form about them. Y o u r  notions ofpolitical 
right will probably be (hocked at my aflertion, that 
fimple monarchy, without reprefentation, had 
been preferable to the reprefentation o f  a party. 
Soat  the prefentday, a reprefentition, which does 
not tell for all defcriptions o f  the people, is better 
altered than adhered to, for itcan never produce an 
impartial and uniform adminiftration.

It was religion fay fome ; it was dem ocracy 
fay others, the prevalent per.verfioQ o f  the hour, 
and tranfitory as its caufe, which alienated the. 
people from their duties.* Give  me leave to af- 
fert that it was neither the one nor the other. A  
principle was planted in our confiitution, when it 
received the feeds o f  life, and unfolded itfelf at 
maturity. It was foftered by the manifold dif- 
couiagements under which the common Irííh la* 
bour., by  the intercourfe between fquire and pea- 
hint, and by every thing that throws into the 
hands o f  the former an exorbitant authority ; it 
was the refult o f  that fentiment, fo frequently, 
difavowed ; yet fo afuduoufly encouraged, that 
the mais o f  the people are to be fufpedted. R e 
ligion, it is true, wTas the catch-woid o f  dilcoun- 
tenance; the victories o f  'the French Republic

iuggeiled

* A  ^ueftion is very  often put, w h y  may not the Iriih Parl ia
ment invcil igate and redrefs the grievances o f  the country ? 
w h y  c o u ld  not the French  nobi li ty,  aiTembied in their chambers 
o f  notables, redrefs the inconvenience o f  the people ? Becaufe,  
jo in e d  to all the other difficulties o f  drawing them to the d i fcuf -  
fion, one o f  the moil inconvenient things in the (late wa3 their 
o w n coniiitution. A n  Incorporating Union is the on ly  change 
that can be made in Ireland, confident with rhe fecurity o f  the 
propertied, and the rational encouragement o f  the oon-pcopernW 
claifes.



[  4 1  ]

íuggcfted a time for infurreclion, and the intrigues 
of that government opened a p ro b ab i l i ty  o f  fuc

c o u r .  B u t the agents o f  F ran ce  had nothing to
cr e a te ;  they found a vigorous fpirit o f  infubor- 
dination. T h e y  found confidence circumfcribed 
within narrow limits ; the pale o f  property  fome- 
vrhat w ider ; but then, an immenfe gu lp h  b e 
tween the rich man and L azarus ,  beyon d the 
confines o f  w hich ,  no attachment to the ftate w as

^ UT k lf f 1’í 0li ! U1'* ^L e t  me induce y ° u to afcer-
tain the fa & ,  b y  pafling with me in a flight fur- 
v e y  of our modern hiftory.

F r o m  the d o l e  oT the Revolution w ar,  by the 
^ ^ e r j ç k ^ t o  the^çceiTion o f  G e o r g e  

the Third, this country  enjoyed for near feventy 
years,  a ceffation o f  hoftilities ; no fterility • no 
ravages o f  famine, peililence or enemy; no alfign-
able  caufe o f  _ b a c k w a r d n e f s , - b u t  what arofe 
trom political circumrtances. It is ufual to im-' 
pute a great deal to the com m ercial re l tr i& ion s-  
b u t h o w  m any diftrifts are there, equal in f izê  
to  Ireland, m w h ich  no interchange o f  com m o
dities is known b eyon d  the rude produce o f  the 
earth ? A n d  yet  the b oors  or peafantsare  at peace 
w ith  _ themfelves, and with their fuperiors, and 
l iv e  in the coarfe comfort o f  ruftic competence, 
and limple civilization. H e re  feventy  years o f  
calm, o n .y  prepared the w a y  for  thirty-five 
}eais  o f  infurrettion. T h e re  w as  in Munfter 
an annual rifing o f  W h it e  B oys,  from 1 7 63 *  to 
1776  ; whilft  the propertied claffes were arrayed 

111 arms, during the war o f  A m e rica ,  this other 
dilorder ceafed ; in 1785, it again broke out b y  

name o f  Right-Boys. F ro m  about 1786, to 
a recent date, under the ve ry  nofe o f  G overn
ment. an open war w as w aged in the county

I* o f
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o f  Armagh* between Proteftants a n d  Catholics, 
until the latter were completely r o o t e d  out, ana . 
fent through the land to diffemmate difaüection 
againft the government, which had permitted tbeie 
exceffes. In 1792 and 179 3 there was a riling 
in Louth, Meath, Limerick, R o f c o m m o n ,  Leitnm . 
Weftmeath ; befides Hearts o f  O ak ,  a n d  Hearts 
o f  Steel, Peep o f  Day Boys, and Defenders, 
United-men and Orange-men. W e r e  the exam- 

" p l é f o f  the' contagion; 'or. the intrigues oT^ rance, 
acceffary to thefe mifchiefs, thirty y e a r s e ° re 
the revolution o f  France was thought o . ur 
Parliam ent has undoubtedly^never beenniggar^  
o f  remedial penalties,

preventative was enquired alter. T h e  difeafe re- 
curred with unabated vehemence, and will never 
iceafe to recur, ^intil^jhe ten u r^ of_^o^ÇL__^_B£L- 
nerally changed, and the o J ^ a im ® e _ o ^ u p a n ts ^

^ ^ T T n d  until the governmeïïTbe r e n J è r e W r o n g  
in behalf  o f  the neglefted p e a f a n t ,  agamit thole 
w h o  immediately interfere with him. 1 ieel 
that details are invidious; let us_ avoid them 
b y  ftudying the cafe o f  our country in t e ana.o 
gies o f  other nations. W h y  have Greece ana 
Italy degenerated ?f W h y  does the

*  From w h a t  w e  know o f  the c o n d u i t  of  t ,é fljouJd be
o f  C o m m o n s ,  could it be  f u p p o f e r f  that open h ^  

earne d or. for months,  b a t t l e s  pub,ick y  -  ha!,ita;icns,
given toperfons,  under penalty \ , ithülK pari iamer-
in any  terri tory, ’ fubjeft  to us  ju nfd iC t  • »

t a r y  i n v e f t i g a t i o n  a nd  r e d r e i s  ? v- r p ^ t  r h a n p e ,
i  tc T ^ m.5 exeipn' ify this matter by a more k  cent en g  ,
T u* ex.e ; P  ç „  nrel'ent day with thofe  under Henrycompare the E n g n f h  o f  the■ prelen a a } ^

I I I .  E d w a r d  V I .  M a r y  and E l i z a b e t h .  V̂ u s i v c h  l o v e r s  
h u m a n e ,  i n d u l g e n t ,  l e a r n e u ,  f i e e ,  n - ^ ^

o f  t i e  arts and phi loiophy,  w e r ^. .wt . , r£5 and with-
t ion o f  (laves, inhuman and fupcrftitious, w u h o  
out  induftry.” — H e lv e t i u s ’ s Treat i fe  on Map.
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governm ent in E g yp t  produce the moft w r e tc h e d  
lu b je d s  in the world? From thefe you  m a y  pafs 
to another queftion o f  as eafy  folution. W h y  
is the credulity  o f  the Iriih open to receive irn- 
preffions from every impoilor w ho promifes to im 
prove their ciicumflances ? W h y  are they fo 
ready to excla im — w e may profit, b u t w e  can n o t 
fuffer from a flate o f  turbulence ?

S u m m ary  jurifdi&ion has crept upon us, until 
at length, the trial by  ju ry  is univerfal ly  fufpend- 
ed. T o  what extent the arbitrary dilcretion. o f  
magftrates is permitted, let thofe bills declare, by  
w hich  they are indemnified and re-indemnified, 
W e  have peopled the navy with malcontents ; we 
have colonized with them the outcaft fettlement 
o f  N e '\-H olland ; we n ow  call in the aid o f  Pruf- 
fian difcipline to their corre&ion : merely to keep 
the veflel o f  the fiate afloat, we have been con« 
firained to th row  over board the moit ufeful and 
valuable effefts. A s  to the neceifity o f  thefe mea~ 
fures, take conceflions the mofi ample, they on ly  
fend to firengthen m y argument. T h e  partition 
is flender between Governments w ho vo lu n tari ly  
employ force, and thofe to whofe exiflence force  
has become effential. I admit, that come whence 
it may, the fanaticifm o f  revolution was to be re
prefled with vigour. M y  argument and m y c o n 
c lu io n s  run in a very different direction. Y o u  
do nor w iih  to govern b y  violent means, but fo 
com pletely  are the lubjefts alienated from your 
government, that thefe means are not to bedifpenf- 
ed with. T h e n  in the name o f  common fenfe, is 
this the eulogium o f  the principles npon w h ich  our 
ilate is conilituted ?? Is it to fiand on this foun-

D  2 dation i

,  - * J n 3 Ju<̂ c ' ous pamphlet  on t!iis f u h j e f t ,  tinder the title 
A  F r ie nd  to Ireland.”  1 harve noticed an argument,  w h i c h  

■to*}  acquire  fom e currency from the manner in w h i c h  it U  p u t *
bu t
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dation? Great Britain has been aflailedby the fame 
epidemiclage for innovation; yet ihehas not been 
conftrained to alter t h e  landmarks o f  her conftitu- 
tion ; a well afforted diftribution o f  powers pre- 
ferved the popularity o f  her government. Power is 
not judicioufly balanced in this kingdom, and popu
larity  never was fought for ; enquire o f  that com- 
prehenfive chain o f  difabilities that runs through 
your ilatute book, whether the favor o f  the people 
w a s  ever efteemed or cultivated by the men who
regulated this ifland. A i k  it o f  your annals.

T h e

but  when examined,  w i l l  bq four.d to make againft the caufe  it L  
em p lo ye d  to  vindicate.  T h e  author touches us a n a  point,  
■where w e  ou gh t  to b e f e n f i b l e ;  the admin.ftration o f j u f t i c e .  
H e  compares t h e c o n d u f t  o f  the Britiih P arl ia m en t,  on the com* 
plaint  made o f  the fentence againft M r .  M u i r ,  Mr.  G e r a l d ,  and 
others,  co n vi f le d  o f  fedii ion,  w i t h  the p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  the In fc  
H o u f e  in the matter o f  the Fiats l f lued againft M r .  M a g e e ,  and, 
the e x o r b i t a n t  bail required o f  him. In the former cafe,  the 
Ju d ge ,  he f a y s ,  w a s  applauded,  ip the latter only not ce n-

fured.”  . . .  , «•
In the Scotch caufe,  t h e  ju d g es w e re  vindicated, as a f t i ng  in

iftridk conformity  to the la w o f  the land, and the Houfe ot C o m 
mons fan£tioned their proceeding. In the Irtih caie ,  no perion. 
ventured to utter a (yliable in defence o f  the ju d g e ,  and ne-  
verthelefs he came of f  with  impunimty.  T h e  proceeding 
in  Scotland, rarher refembled the attachment caul e  againlt  
M r .  Stephens R e i l l y ,  wh ich  came into Parl iament, and 
w a s  defended there on controverted authorities.  1 here 
w e r e  other complaints made, before the cale o f  M a g e e ,  agaim 
th e  adminiilration o f  ju ft i ce ,  hut I do not find that the magis
trates incurred cenfure.  A t  prefent w e  hear no murmur ot d i l -  
fati fa&ion on this head, thanks to the fortunate fe e ion o» 
j u d g e s ,  w h ic h  is not a parliamentary prerogative.

N o w ,  let  me fay one w o r d ,  for the different execution o f  
the la w  in both countries. Here,  it general ly requires an ar™- 
force to take poflefliun o f  the land, under legal authority.  1 he 
great  D o u g la s  caufe,  both on account o f  the rank o t e Parn^ J  
and the value o f  the eftate, created .he moil  univerfal .«tereft 
through Scotland. W h e n  the houfe  o f  Peer» made ,t3 dcc!!1 ^  
the decree o f  poffeflion w a s  carried into eftett by the Sheriff un-

aCT t ? a s nn o t  until after the Un ion,  that the ufe  o f  torture in 
Scotland was aboliihed by the united legiflature.
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ï h e  reprefenting body has lived near a century lit 
ópen hoftility with the reprefented, andexhaufted  
ágainíl  them the w hole  artillery o f  penal legifla- 
tiori. T o  my mind, the inference is irrefiftibK1  ̂
againft the form o f  political eftablifhment, t h a t 4 
arofe under thefe diladvantages.

W h ic h  right o f  an Iriih citizen will be abridged, 
w hich  will  ceafe to flouriih, in confequence o f  an 
incorporating U nion  with G reat  Britain? N o t  the 
trial by jury. N o t  the privilege o f  free inveftiga- 
tion. N o t  the fecurity o f  perfoh and p roperty .  
L e t  me put it to the confcience o f  any man, w h o  
is pleafed to beftow a m o m e n ts  notice on thefe 
rem arks,  w il l  the fcheme of  governm ent they re- 
com m en dj interfere 111 the moft remote degree 
•with his comforts, with his means o f  induftry, and 
with his independence? W il l  it impofe, ihould the 
m eafuretake effect, fubferviency on any individual ? 
W i l l  he be lefs than he now  is, mailer o f  his 
thoughts, o r  o f  his adlions, o f  his pride, or ô f  his 
property? Certain G entlem en do not choofe to 
forego  their parliamentary lituations, and others 
wiih to k e e p  the avenue open for their ambition* 
O f  all others, it is ungracious in thofe, who never 
winced at coercive feverities, to oppofe a meafure 
offered as the bâfis o f  conciliation, and as the 
means to prevent in future the lamentable necefli- 
ty  o f  theie examples.

I am aware that fome o f  thefe opinions may be 
liable to m ifco n ftru â io n ,  and in a political contro- 
verfy one iá not to expect candour in every critic. 
Perhaps I (hall be reprefented as difpofed to pal
liate the late rebellion, or to impute the blame o f  
it, to either the executive,  or fuperintending 
branches o f  government. N o th in g  can be further 
from my intention. I do not mean to blame 
either thie prefent, or  the late, or any particular 
Parliament ; neither do I impute any where a de

ficiency
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ficiency o f  good defigns and private virtues. T h e  
truth is, that the perfonal qualities o f  individuals 
are loft in the irretrievable difficulty o f  political 
J^jtuation. In the actual circumilances of  our 
conftitution, Ireland cannot, without exertions 
more than human, be effectually ferved by her re
presentatives. Our Parliament, like the late 
Court o f  France, is the center o f  a fyftem that 
goads and irritates the people, and which never 
can ceafe to draw down on iieland a repetition of 
the difafters we have witneiled. That fyftem 
branches too widely to be counteracted by bene
ficent intentions, however prevalent, in any o f  its 
members. Partial agency, or temporary efforts 
are inadequate to correct the general mifchief. It 
was not the fault o f  Lewis X V L  that his fubjects 
were withdrawn from their allegiance. It was 
not the confequence o f  acts o f  harfhnefs, pro
ceeding from the monarch, or from thofe who co
operated with him in the duties o f  legiflation. 
Although net fo actively benevolent, the inten
tions of  Lewis X V . were not lefs upright than 
thofe o f  his fucceflbr. T h e  gams laws, the co l
lection o f  the revenue, the power o f fubaltern men, 
the habitual contempt o f  the lower people, the de
fective conftitution o f  a ncbie ca jl, widely diffufed 
through all the claffes o f  life, and interfering wTith 
the pride and ambition, ai;d with every other 
pretenfion o f  men, whofe hi.ith was not adorned 
by privileges,* all thefe concurring circumftances 
o f  irritation had acted long and fenfibly upon the 
people, and when the f jren  voice of  reform found
ed in their ears, they hftened to its promifes and 
were feduced.

^  I c a n

*  ' M e r e  they were  no? ' b v r a f i d ,  t iV rr le  o f  the Frcnch gentry 
was affi Étionare and g e n f ie ,  but it was c?.r r i c '0::? cn J duJ n '1 
brook 0| p-ii tion.
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I  can account  for the perveriion o f  the public 
mind, b o th  in France and Ireland; but I do not 
regard with lefs horror the outrages, to which 
it l e d ;  nor w o u ld  I recommend in either cafe 
lefs activity in repelling the licentioufnefs that 
arofe from it. I f  the K in g  o f  France had, on the 
firft appearance o f  infubordinatiort, e m p loyed ,  
l ike the Britlfh M on arch ,  his hitherto untainted 
force, he had acted w ell  and wifely for humanity.  
B u t  indeed, he would have been unpardonable, 
i f  he had fat dow n after his victory,  to that very 
conftitution, to w hich  the refractory temper wTas, 
with  juftice, to be attributed. T o  the go od  
fortune o f  fubduing his mifguided fubjects, our 
Sovereign  adds the nobler enterprife o f  reclaiming 
t h e m . ^  T h e  riot o f  Paris, and that o f  L on d o n  in 
1780, ought to have been fupprefled by the fame 
meafures ; but the former Ihould h ave  given oc-  
cafion to a ferious train o f  reflections ; which the 
latter, the m o d  groundlefs perhaps and unpro
voked o f  all popular rifings, did not in any ref- 
fpect call for.  T h e  caufes, that tend to produce 
diforders and commotions in the ftate, ar£ matters 
for the confideration o f  the ftatefmen, not of the 
magiftrate. L e t  civil fociety at all hazards be pie- 
ferved j but exam ine by what means civil fociety 
came to be thus imminently in peril. N either the 
views o f  the leaders in this late confpiracy, nor 
the temper o f  thofe w ho took  the field, could 
have anfwered the purpofe o f  improvement to this 
country. T h e ir  fuccefs, dearly purchafed by the 
miferies o f  war, waged at our own doors, and be* 
tween the tendered connexions, could have only 
added to our other calamities, the dominion o i  a
people, w h o  in  m an y countries h ave tailed o f

• p o w e r ,
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power, and in all abufed it ; or, i f  fortune favored 
the infurgents againft their ally and their enemy, 
their climax o f  victorious hope would be the 
anarchy o f  an armed multitude. W ith  them no 
terms were to be made j from them only defolation 
was to be expe&ed. W h at  then ?— Means inad> 
miffible were employed. Is the improvement tc 
be rejected, which is fafe and practicable?

I mu ft offer my protell againit another mifcon- 
ft ruction. Let not my objections to our mode o f
limiting the monarchy, be deemed an impeach
ment o f  the principle. W e  are not fo fituated, 
that it ihould be neceffary to decide between a 
government o f  will and caprice, and the rule o f  
law and courfe o f  fettled jú ft ice *  Political, is the 
bulwark of  civil liberty. I have learned as* much 
as any orher perfon to reverence that form o f  
fociety, under which the filler nation has rifen 
to unparalleled profperity. I admire the fyf- 
tem through all its branches and inftitutions ; 
"but i f  in the entire mechanifm I  were to 
ielect that article, which appears mofc eflentiai 
to the perfection o f  the whole, I ihould point 
without hefitation to Parliament, and applaud the 
utility o f  that inilitution, which, reviling the

exercife

* he  gentleman,  to who'n this letter is adcf refled, imputed 
lormer P'-‘ b< I cat ion,  the confui ion o f  c i v i l  with pclicical

• erty. Î apprehend that I am nor gui l t y  o f  chat error ; but 1 
c onf?der ihe ftate it-elf  to ex i i l  merely  f o r  the good o f  the indi

vidua ls  who o m p o f e  it. Pol i t ical  l iberty,  or the privileges o f  
the i h t e ,  is coi l *quently inferior to civi l  freedom, o r  the advan
tages o f  the individuals.  T h e  former is the means, the latter is 
t - e  end. T h e  one is merely  tubl'ervient and aux;liary to the 
« ‘ her. î  adopt M r .  H u m e ’ s {enti/rrems on this fubjeft ,  “  W e  
are to look upon al f  the vatt appararus o f  our G ov er nm ent ,  a? 
m v j n g  u' timately no other o b j e c t o r  purpoib but the d ftribution 

Jr } m Qr in other words, the fupport o f  the twelve
Judge?.  K in gs and parliaments*, fleers ând arnres,  MinHter* 
and P r i c y  Ctfffnfellors, « r e ,all in t M i r ^ f f S u b V e i u i ’e n t ^  tivl 
p a u o f  Admini ft i ai ion” — Effay on Government . ,
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teerc ife  o f  authority, corrects its tendency to de- 
generate- M y  argument was directed againft the 
fuperfluous extenfion o f  the principle o f  Parlia
mentary controul,  and againft an unprofitable and 
delufive imitation o f  Britifh forms. W h e n  we 
pronounce this juft eulogium  on the Britifh g o 
vernment, that it is calculated to provide for l i 
berty,*  and correfponds to its deftination, w c  draw 
the line with  accuracy, that difcriminates it from 
our own. I am not indifferent to political freedom, 
n or  inattentive to the means b y  which it is to be 
procured, or to the value o f  the enjoyment ; but 
I  muft not therefore be expected to purfue m v  
object through obftacles, to which a difference o f  
circumftances has given rife, and w hich  that dif
ference renders infurmountable. Is he the enemy 
o f  l iberty w h o  fays o f  F ra n c e ,  that it is not free, 
o r  o f  Athens that it w as  not h a p p y  ? T h e re  are 
fe w  ihades o f  diflimilitude between the conftitu- 
tions o f  A m e r ic a  and France,  but there is a dif- 
p a r i ty  in the habits o f  life, and in the divifion o f  
p ro p e r ty  ; need I tell you  how unlike  is the agen cy  
o f  either government upon its fubjed s  ? T h e  
v e r y  inftitutions, under w h ich  R om e flourifhed at 
o n e  period, after a change o f  manners, proved 
her weaknefs, ar\d the caufe o f  her deftruction. 
T h e  c ivi l  privileges enjoyed under the Britifh g o 
vernment are o f  univerfal application ; but the 
B r it i íh  diftribution o f  p ow ers  is not adapted to

m a n y

*  A  p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r  o f  v e r y  and d e f e r v e d l y  h i g h  r e p u 
t a t i o n ,  has  m a d e  a n  e u l o g i u m  o n  t h e E n g i i i h  c o n f t i t u t i o n  t o  
w h i c h  I  fo  f u l l y  a c c e d e ,  t h a t  I a m  w i l l i n g  t o  y i e l d  t h e  a r g u 
m e n t ,  i f  t h e  d e f e r i p t i o n  c a n  b e  m a d e  t o  a p p l y  t o  t h e  g o v e r n ,  
m e n t  o f  I i  e l a n d .  “  T h e  B r i t i l h  G o v e r n m e n t  is t h e  o n l y  
o n e  in t h e  a n n a l s  o f  m a n k i n d ,  w h i c h  has a i m e d  at  d i f f u f i n g  
l t b e i t y  t h r o u g h  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  p e o p l e ,  f p r e a d  o v e r  a  w i d e  
e x t e n t  o f  t e r r i t o r y . ” — P r o f e f lb r  M i l l a r ’s V i e w  o f  t h e  E n 2 !i<h 
G o v e r n m e n t .



many countries ; and dill contemplating the ab- 
fence o f  thofe leading interefts, which are deilined 
in that fyftem, to be the protection o f  the people, I 
mull clafs Ireland among the exceptions. Neither 
W a le s  nor Scotland appear to me to afford proper 
materials for a mixed monarchy, but both nations 
enjoy that advantage, engrafted on the capability 
o f  England. Ireland (lands, at leaft as much as 
the latter, in need o f  this amftance. Y o u  do not 
a<5t in the fpirit of. enlightened attachment, but in 
a ridiculous and pedantic bigotry, when you chain 
you rfe lf  down to the forms o f  Britiih liberty.. 
Y o u  ought to propofe for your objei l  the locial 
happinels, that thefe forms confer; and you ihould 
purfue it by whatever means it is molt eafily at
tainable» T h e  p raâ ice ,  as we have before ob- 
ferved, is wofully at variance with the theory o f  
our government. W h e n  it is attempted to recon
cile them by merely internal regulations, difficul
ties occur, which are not to be Approached with
out the imminent hazard o f  anarchy ; whilft nei
ther the ftate is endangered, nor are its material 
inilitutions, by incorporating the legiflative coun- 

\ cils o f  the empire; and by that meafurethe pow« 
ers and influences would be cleared away, which 
afteói the people u n favo u rab ly^  Let me add, that 
this circumftance o f  diftinct and independent au
thorities in the fame ftate, is anomalous in h is
tory. A l l  other governmentshave tended to uni
ty in legiflation.

But this inaptitude o f  B r i t i i h  inilitutions to the
Xriih ftate, paifes generally unnoticed in our politic

* cai

^ I  mean d i û i n & I y  to  aiTert this  p r o p o f i t i o n ,  t h a t  a n  
U n i o n  w i th  G r e a t  B r i ta in  is ca lc u la t e d  to p r o d u c e  the  b e n e 
f icial  coufe<juences o f  a r e f o r m  in P a r l ia m e n t ,  w i t h o u t  
t h r o w i n g  in to  the  d e m o c r a c y  o f  the  c o u n t r y  a w e i g h t  o* 
p o w e r ,  w h i c h  the e x p e r i e n c e  o f  the ag e  c o n v i n c e s  us, is 
n o t  to be exerci fed w i t h o u t  abufe ,  o r  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h o u t  inm 

d i f r e t io n .
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ca l  circles. It is there prefumed, that to make 
am ple provifion for liberty and happinefs, we have 
o n ly  to c o p y  the cod e  o f  Englan d ; whilft to that 
degree do circum itances vary ,  that in the exact- 
nefs o f  the tranfcript w e  generally  lofe the fpirit 
o f  the original,  and the wideft  difparity  is to be 
found in the effects o f  regulations, w h ich  to the 
incurious obferver  feem to correfpond molt cr i
t ica l ly .  F o r  inflance, the law  w h ich  limited 
the  duration o f  Parliament. U n ti l  the year  1768, 
every  member o f  the Houfe o f  C om m ons held his 
feat for the term o f  his own life or for that o f  the 
K i n g  ; it then w as enacted that every  eighth year  a 
n e w  Parliament fhould be elected. T h e re  was 
n o  appearance o f  partiality upon the face o f  
this meafure ; yet it was felt in fome parts o f  the 
country  as a fcourge ; in others it was wholefome, 
in  others again an indifferent regulation ; juft as 
county elections happened to be affected b y  it. 
W h e r e  the people generally  w ere Proteftants, ( I 
fpeak  o f  that time when the Catholics  were  uni- 
verfa l ly  difqualified from the fra n c h i fe o f  electing) 
the reprefentatives were p laced  under a falutary 
controuL W h e r e  the number o f  Proteftants, and 
confequently  o f  electors was fmall,  the nomina
tion, pretty much as before, remained in the hands 
o f  fome powerful fa m ily ;  but in many places the 
t w o  leading denominations were nearly balan ced; 
there all the interefts o f  life, and all  the princi* 
pies ot action were driven out o f  the courfe o f  
their ordinary diredlion. It  is not neceflary tc 
enter here into details on a grievance w h ich  has 
been remedied. O ne defcription o f  citizens were 
on every eighth year, the difpenfers o f  a favour 
w h ich  was earneftlv fought after b y  the moft con- 
iiderable perfons o f  each d ii lr ic t ; another party  
Were incompetent to confer that obligation; to  
which fide would power,  to w hich  wrould confi-

deration



deration naturally incline? This  octènial law was 
general in its provifions. Th'ere appeared no e x 
ception on the face of it. A s  Magna Charta was 
only intended for theBarons, and their free fo l low 
ers, fo was this privilege deligned to embrace 
a comparatively fmall proportion: it brought to  
perfection that raonftrous conftitution as Mr. 
Burke appofitely denominates it, o f  a plebeian 
oligarchy,  under which for above thirty years we 
exirted : it was the occafion, perhaps the c a u fe o f  
moft fubfequent diforders ; b y  enhancing the fupe- 
l io r i t y o f  a party, it promoted materially the p o '  
pular divifion and difcontents. There can be no 
CiOubt, that ir one fet o f  citizens enjoy advantages 
oyer another, inproportion as they are lefs familiarly 
difplayed, the preference will be lefs invidious.*

A g a in  in the inftance o f  the Place-bill, nothing 
can be conceived more fair, than to oblige a re- 
prefentative, who has fubmitted to- thé’ influence 
o f  the Crow n, to return to his conftituents for 
their approbation ; but o f  your3oo repreferitatives 
Î94 fit by private nomination, and family influence 
fecures many more from theeffe&s o f  popular cen* 
fure. T h e  foie effedt o f  this famous law, was to add 
an additional claufe, to the bargain for a bo- 
rough. So whdft the independence, recognized 
in 1782, is exercifed by an Houfe o f  Com-

moiis,
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*  T h e  argument applies equal ly  ta the more important di fcuf-  
h x i  now before the public.  And not up.x) fuch mc^n motives
as private pique ; but upon this reafou o f  found policy,  chdc 
e ery diilmction whic h is inevitable* fhouid be (oftened as much 
<** poffibiC. O n e  fubmits the becrer co inconvenience, by not 
b e i i g  reminded o f  it- O n e  is real ly lefs incommoded by the 
lupCrionty o f  either a rival or a neighbour,  when it is fparingiy  
cictciied.
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m on s,  fl.igh.tly com m unicating with the country, * 
it  muft obvioufly be more the gam e o f  the re- 
prefentatives, than o f  the reprefented.

L et  me not be claiied am ong the advocates 
o f  a very falfe fentiment, that a popular delega
tion is neceflary for the purpofes o f  go od  G o 
vernm ent.  'I he Britiih Parliament, a lth o ugh  
popular in a much greater degree than 
o u rs ,  w ould be an eminent exception. In  the 
late conftitution o f  the D u tch  ftates, there was 
not any thing popular, belide that widely diffuf
ed profperity which arofe from it ; but an arif- 
tocratic  b o d y ,  governing b y  popular forms, ihould 
m ake u p  in public fpirit for the unfavour
able circumftances o f  its origin. It ihould culti
vate the reprefentative ch a ra & er;  at leaft in fen- 
timent com m unicate  with the people ; d ir e û  or a- 
d o p tth e  publick  wiihes ; and difchargingits  duties, 
w ith  a delicatefenfibil ity to reputation, prove itfelf  
w o rth y  to have been elected. T h e  Britifh Parlia
ment forms an efficient control upon the executive 
magiftratej  i teven an fw ersth ep u rp o fe  for  w b ic h i t  
is defigned, better than a more popular and tu
multuous delegation. In that atfembly are collec
ted, the principal perfons o f  the landed, monied,

and

*  T h e  Iri(h H o u f c  o f  C o m m o n s  çonfifts o f  300 me m be r?,  w h a  

are thus appointed :
I 3 2  C o u n t ie s  return -  -  6 4

4  O p e n  C i t i e s  •  * 8
T h e  U n i v e r f i t y  -  ”  2

1 6  C i  ties and B o r o u g h s ,  in w h i c h  fom e particu~ 
lar  fam i ly  intereft predominates,  but w h i c h  
are not fecure from c h a n g e ,  return 3 Z

9 7  B o r o u g h s  f o  c lo fe  as to be transferable pro

perty.  - -  * 9 4

3 00
T h e r e  is a greater mafs o f  Iri fh  property in the Eng.-iih i 'eernge,  
than in the attending members  o f  the H o u i t  o f  L o r d s  1 Ireland.



and commercial interefts; with a moderate inter, 
mixture o f  active, afpiring men, whofupport the 
weight, and animate the inveftigation o f  public 
bufinefs.^ T h e  profperity o f  the greater number 
ot individuals, who fit in Parliament, is fo inti
mately combined with the welfare o f  the ftate, 
that they cannot more effe&uaily promote thepub- 
hck good, than by inclining the minifter to adopt 
their own views. The  patronage of  the Crown, 
which in a poor Hate is omnipotent, here lofes to
tally its effect i it is not fufficient to compenfate to 
individuals, their private lofs in a public in jury;  
they cannot o f  courfe, be blindfolded to the negleft  
or mismanagement o f  minifters. Whilft  you fee in 
daily practice, the trifling accidents by which great 
property in land, in ftock, or in commercial ca- * 
pitai is materially affeûed, you will find abundant 
reafon for relying on the a&ive providence o f  a 
fociety, in which thefe influences eminently pre
dominate. W h o  fo fit to fuperintend the ftate, as
men who muft ruin themfelves i f  they betray their 
country ?

Contrafted to this organ o f  Government, in our 
parliamentary conftitution, is an ariftocracy ofper- 
fons in office, with fixed emoluments, whofeinte- 
refts do not fluctuate with the good or evil o f  the 
nation, who have no danger to apprehend, 
befide a total overthrow o f  government, and from 
that cataftrophe the ftrength o f  the empire protefls 
them. W e  have the name, not the util ity, 'of  the 
Britiih fyftem. W e  have not the fame refources 
to carry it on with effeói ; the fabric is not fup- 
ported in Ireland by thofe pillars which infure it $ 
folidity in the filler country. T h e  bulk o f  our 
landed intereft is non~refident ; our monied and 
commercial interefts are at beft but thinly feat- 
tered, and are rendered yet more inefficient by 
religious incapacities. Ihcre is not a merchant
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in Parliament ; fcarcely a man w h o  feels the fluc
tuations o f  the money market, and com parative ly  
few  o f  the confiderable land-owners : the reprefent. 
ation o f  fome capital tow ns,  and o f  the counties, 
abfotbs whatever remains to us, from habitual 
abfence, o f  a proprietary b od y.  T h e  feats for 
boroughs are generally  filled by  gentlemen, w ho 
enter Parliament in purfuit o f  promotion, and 
w h o  have few fympathies with the public. T h u s  
the fecurity for a judicious infpedtion o f  public 
affairs in the one country  is honor, in the other 
a com m unity  o f  feelings between the governors 
a n d  governed. T.he honor o f  our countrymen 
runs as high as that o f  any other perfons ; but it 
is a capricious fentiment, and the fafety o f  m il l i
ons deferves a lefs vulnerable proteûion.

T r u e ,  as I have already noticed, fortune is often 
worihipped in the Britith Senate, but  ihe is not 
the foie deity o f  the Tem ple.  Fame^too has her 
votaries, even among the moil energetic, and leaft 
affluent part o f  that auguit body. T h e  wide 
range o f  its difcufiions, and the elevated rank tc 
which it has arifen, give this impulfe to ambition ; 
whilft  there is but one incentive here to m ix  in 
public affairs, the defire o f  preferment ; and upon 
thofe w ho come under this attraction, the patro
nage o f  the crow n  can frequently aft  with great 
facility. T h e  fault confifts in the excefs. Men 
o f  mere enterprife in the Englifh Houle are few, and 
adopt the fentiments o f  the greater number. I h e y  
predominate in Ireland, and give to the w hole  a col- 
ledtive character o f  expectation. I iuppofe there 
is n o  gentleman in Parliament individually e x 
ceptionable. But every man o f  fenfe, even thofe 
o f  w hom  I fpeak, will admit, that one hundred 
perfons may each be an eligible member, to mix 
in  any council of Hate, and ltill a council compo e 
exclufively, or even principally o f  thole hundred 
men, m ay be liable to ftrong obje&ions.
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ït will  be replied that fome controul upon the 
executive department is preferable to a total latitude 
o f  confidence. B u t  is it propofed that re
straint and fuperintendance on the part o f  the peo
ple, fliould be aboli(hed ? T h e  incorporation o f  
legiflatures goes to a transfer, not a fuppreffion o f  
jurifdi&ion. It fubftitutes an effective controu’l for 
one that is inefficient. I f  the number o f  reprefenta- 
tives is to be diminiihed, the retrenchment muft fall 
upon the moft objectionable parts o f the reprefenta- 
tion. T h e  leading men o f  the kingdom, whether by 
influence or election, will (till be placed in Parlia
ment. A s  to the effe£t o f  the meafure upon 
the confequence o f  the country, and upon the 
protection and privileges o f  the inhabitants, 
the people will have more influence over one 
hundred gentlemen, generally ele&ed for coun
ties, and great towns, than over treble the num
ber, mod o f  whom o w e no compliment to their 
quaii conftituents. A n d  that number of  members 
in the imperial Houfe o f  Commons, joined to the 
feveral branches o f  the Iriih intereft, who already 
aft upon the Britiih Government, will confer on 
Ireland greater confideration, than fhe can derive 
from a domeilic Parliament, thus deficiently or
ganized, which neither proceeds from the people, 
nor returns to them ; which neither leads the p ub
lic mind by the influence it enjoys, nor by the con
fidence it has acquired.

Perhaps, you imagine, that this difficulty o f  
procuring an adequate reprefentation may be placed 
among the inconveniencies that time may re&ify. 
Quite the reverfe ; time has hitherto enhanced the 
difproportion between the property o f  thofe, who 
interfere in the fupreme difpofal o f  public co n 
cerns, and that o f  the nation whom they regulate. 
A n d  the fame caufes cannot ceafe to produce thç 
lame c o n fe r e n c e s .  W hen a man o f  fortune pro

cures
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cures a peerage, he ceafes in general to h ave  any 
objeót to cultivate in this kingdom , and lapl'es 
from adiive purfuit to indolent enjoyment. His 
family, at leaft, fpeedily relinquiih the care of  po
litics, and become abfentees ; the landed intereit 
in the Houfe o f  C om m ons has confiderably de- 
clined fmce the year  1 7 7 6 ,  when the cro w n  be. 
cam e liberal o f  IriSh peerages. A  great part o f  
the wealth, recently acquired, or improved, by 
w h ic h  this perpetual d ra in  ought to be Supplied, 
is in the hands oy Catholics,  and thefe perlons are 
alfo  directed to  other purfuits, b y  the nature o f  our 
conftitution.

I conclude this head with a pofition which cannot 
be put too often, o r  too ftrongly. I f  the country 
does not afford materials for a proper controul 
oyer  the executive department, fome other pro- 
vifion ought to  be made for the public welfare. 
T h e  privilege o f  fuperintendance cannot b y  its 
nature be  indifferent, but muft dire&ly lead to 
g o o d  or evil. It Should not be permitted to de
viate from public to private purpofes; and i f  the 
Situation o f  Supreme influence in the itate be in
accurately filled, Such milapplication is inevita
ble. Jobbing and manœuvres w i l l  dif'grace the 
friQi government, whilit  it is obliged to act 
through the medium o f  perfons, w ho do not diS- 
dain the pvaftice. A man o f  fortune in the HouSe 
o f  C om m on s is a figure o f  fo much magnitude, 
that Adminiftration cannot well  refifi him in any
thing he takes in head. Even a man o f  leffer rank 
is too ufeful not to be gratified. T h e  Minifler 
fways the Britiih Houfe o f  Commons, but on 
extremely different principles : he cultivates the 
favour o f  that body, by not preffmg any meafure 
againft the fçnSe o f  the majority ; or o f  the in- 
terefts, which that majority are bound to culti
vate. W hen he ventures upon other conduct,

E  they



they withdraw their confidence, and his pow er
terminates. Lord North and Mr. F ox  poflefled the 
means which Mr. Pitt enjoys, o f  procuring a majority 
by influence, to ratify the meafures o f  their refpeftive 
adminiftrations. Sir Robert W alpole  is faid to have 
retained his place againft the perfonal inclination o f  
his Sovereign. W h a t  is the cafe at this hour ? 
Does Mr. Pitt hold the reigns o f  government by the 
weight o f  his diftributions ? Has he corrupted the 
people o f  England ? Parliament is but the echo 
o f  their affenting voice, which confirms him in 
the adminiftration o f  his country.

"When I publiihed the pamphlet you were 
pleafed to notice, I had in contemplation a more 
important queftion, than any, that affefted he being 
oi Parliament alone. I looked to the people, for 
w hom  Parliaments exift. T h e  views o f  govern
ment, and the circumftances o f  the country feemed 
to have co n d u c e d  us to the eve o f  a great change 
o f  fyftem ; and the relation to the ftate, o f  a moft 
compreheniive defcription o f  its citizens, appeared 
to be weighed very lightly. Ungracious as the 
found is to fome ears, I cannot, in difcourfing 
of the ftate  ̂o f  Ireland, decline the concern 
or one o f  its moft important branches. I  
have not prepared the political chart o f  the coun
try -, as it lies open before me, I am bound to fol
lo w  it. Be aflured that the Catholics o f  this king
dom aie perfectly aware o f  the inconvenience o f  
their fituation.  ̂ T h ey  fee, they touch the imper
vious line that is drawn between them and the 
other defcriptions o f  their fellow fubjeéîs. T h e  
feeling is not lefs poignant, whether I or any other 
individual, who engages in a political controverfy, 
be lilent on the fubjeft, or loquacious. I  talk o f  
fentiments, with which no man is more converfact.
*n an arrangement, which ought to be com

plete.»
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plete, as it was defigned to be final, every 
m urm u r ihould be collected, every complaint 
be f a n l y  heard, and judiciouily inveiligated. Idle 
e x peclati°n that the perception o f  inconvenience 
w as  to be blunted b y  n e g le d  o f  ils o b j e t s  : as

w h e n  T gi\ C -danS er ÍO be at an
* ! V  j r ' e eir e yes on the purfuer. I 
introduced the Catholics,  not as you, and other*

refpecjable, ftrangely  reprefented, in the 
capacity o f  a partifan ; but as a lover o f  the era- 
p u e ,  and as an Irifhman. I  leek in an U nion for 
the tranquillity o f  Ireland, theincreafed ftrength

f  ritaic ,  .the more vigorous proteflion o f  the 
w o r ld  j but i f  the feulem ent were to be formed on a 
detective bafis, thefe glorious ends would ftill re
main unaccompliihed ; indeed fomething worfe • 
for the meafure o f  an U n io n,  between thefe 
countries, does not  admit o f  intermediate con- 
lequences ; it muft be to both, the extrem e o f  
g o o d ,  or the extrem e o f  m ifch ie f ;  and the pre
vious; difpofition which is created on either fide,

Vber^h ty  conditions, by  wholefome laws, 
and b y  the contentment o f  the people, muft de- 
termine the alternative. Should we conceive ourl 
lelves at eafe, becaufe difcoritent Uumbers amidft 
unextm guifhed embers? Such  is not a bul
wark,  on which the power and glory o f  Britain 
can fecurely reft. Such is not a benign open
ing o f  repofe to I r e l a n d  . W it h  thefe views! ahd 
w ith  thefe feelings, I endeavoured to draw into 
notice, b y  fuch means as 4 was competent to etn. 
p.oy, that cardinal queltion of Iriih politics, the 
privileges o f  the Catholics. V s * nec'effary p re l i - '  
m inaiy ,  I applied myfelf  to refute certain notions * 
"  lc were c*rcutated among tht^indifpofed to * 
1 v?* ? eoP̂ e » anc^to reprehend cenain  inílitutions^ 
w hich  were confidered to be unkindly direffed

E  2 againft



againft t h e m .^  T h e  moment was critical and 
called for the difcuffion. I f  the government was 
to be new-modelled, it would be right to adopt 
fuch regulations as ihould filence every whifper 
o f  geneial grievance ; i f  the propofed change did 
not take efieft, flill the abolition o f  the incapa
cities I complained of, would render our ftate o f  
fociety moie tolerable. Having formed an opi
nion on the fubjed o f  uniting the two legiflatures 
o f  the empire, I did not hefitate to exprefs it ; but 
as it was not my primary objeft, nor the matter 
o f  which I propofed to treat, I did not find it in
cumbent to detail the feries o f  reafoning that 
led to my conclufion ; the point came incidentally 
in my way, and I exprefled wbat occurred to me. 
Subfequent reflection has confirmed m y opinion, 
as to the general concern of  the country in this 
queílion ; and it has impreifed the matter upoq. 
m y mind, even more forcibly than when firft it was 
propounded, as the genuine relief and exonera
tion o f  that great body, who, under the appella
tion o f  Catholics, are doomed by our prefent f y t  
tern to colle6tive and individual inferiority : I have 
not, o f  courfe, occaiion to retraû an y  o f  my leading 
aflertionsj I muft ftill maintain, that by incorpq* 
rating our parliament with that o f  Britain, we 
have equal fecurity for the liberty o f  the fubjeét, 
and a much fairer profpett o f  a found and

fteady
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fteady adminiílration : that the k ind or 
ot independence, which fate and circur

o f  conihtution, and my private opinion 
be afFefted by collateral confiderations.

Perhaps it is true, that I recommend my doc
trine b y  its negative merits ; or, as you call it, 
b y  ‘ a ihort catalogue o f  evils to be rem oved, 
without any perfuafive obfervations, grounded on 
advantages to be cooferred J.”  Y o u r  objeótion 
indeed is whimfical; ftiall not a man pull a thorn 
from his o w n  fide without a recompence ? Mui't 
w e ,  Irifhmen, be induced by fugar plumbs to do 
what is good for us ? I do not d iû in < %  compre- 
hen I the difference between the removal o f  evil 
and an advantage. I f  you mean that I have nor 
entered into comprehenfive details on ;he head o f  
Com m erce ,  I muft candidly fay, that I think this 
quellion is to  be decided upon confiderations o f

an . • /  nature i f  our conftitution be found, 
and it the operation o f  it be beneficial, I would 
not be reafoned out o f  it b y  cold calculations o f  
lhipping and tonnage ; I would not be induced 
by all the w ool  and cotton, and all the tea and 
lugar m  the world, to forfake it. I f  its defeâs

militate

*  Memoire, page i .
Í  See  L e t t e r ,  h y M r .  H a m i l t o n *
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militate againft human happinefs, I want no other 
impulfe to deiire its correftion. N o  doubt, ihould 
a treaty o f  union proceed, there will be found a 
proper feafon for commercial regulations, aud the 
concern will  be important ; but the fettlement o f  
the  ̂ country ftands uppermoft in my mind ; prof
perity and affluence come o f  courfe when your 
ftate is well regulated. T h e  extinction o f  our 
feuds would be of  itfelf a fortune to Ireland; to 
pacify them ihould be the beginning, the end, 
and the object o f  all our endeavours. I can difcufs 
no queilion but the means o f  drawing the people 
into amity with each other, and with the govern
ment ; and o f  rooting out, on either hand, the 
feeds o f  jealoufy. Y o u r  conftitution m a y b e  as 
brilliant as theory can make it ; unlefs you can 
procure this temper, it is a fplendid deception ; 
and the utmoft range o f  commercial opportuni
ties is nugatory.

B u t  this ihort catalogue o f  evils, o f  which you  
appear to make fo light account, comprizes what
ever has kept the people of  Ireland at variance 
with its government : T h e  faftions o f  the high ; 
the difcontents o f  the low ; poverty and turbu
lence, each as in a circle promoting the other, 
and the inaccurate application o f  authority the 
caufe o f  both. It comprizes the monopoly o f  
political power and patronage in a few hands, 
and the means that were employed to fortify 
that monopoly. A  principal engine was the di- 
vifion o f  the nation into diilindt cafts, by the 
contrivance for each, o f  a totally different code 
o f  laws and o f  immunities. T h e  force o f  this 
fyftem is weakened ; but the hoftile difpofitions, 
that were formed under it are preferved, with 
more heat perhaps, and pertinacity and addrefs, 
becaufe the parties who relied upon this as a bul
wark, perceived the fecurity begin to fail them.

I concluded
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I  concluded that Parliament was not qualified to 
rem e d y  the disorders o f  the ftate, becaufe the 
root o f  the mifchief  lies in the conilitution o f  
our  Houfe o f  C om m on s,  and in the oppofiiion o f  
particular to national interefls, which is not any 
where fo predominant, as within the circle o f  
Parliament itfelf. I feel that it is incumbent on 
m e . to enforce my opinion, by  a detailed e xp la
nation o f  the reafomng that produced it. I have 
endeavoured to clear the ground for the admif-
T°n. arg unient, by  fubifantiating what everv

rilhman ought clearly to feel before he afTents to 
an incorporation o f  Legiflatures, that the meafures 
d oes  not involve the fettled dignity  o f  his coun
t r y .  1 have alfo endeavoured to fubftantiate, that 
our  prefent form o f  conftitution has not afted 
k in d ly  or beneficially for the fubjefts. It was not 
formed upon a fcheme o f  general concern for the 
entire people, and o f  courfe it on ly  promoted 
exclusive advantages.  I ihall proceed with  m y  
analifi*, having,  as I hope, afcertained the point 
of  honor, and made fome progrels in the conii- 
derations of  expediency-

L e t  me firft complete the outline o f  what 
I  conceive  to be the intereft o f  the Catholics in 
the prefent queflion. This  alfo is no unim
portant preliminary. T h e  fituation o f  that part 
or the  ̂people may be thus defcribed : A  ilen- 
der _ ariitocracy, an extenfive middle order, % 
an immenfe clafs o f  labouring and induflri- 
ous. Obvioufly it is more effential to a people 
thus circumflanced, to be placed under the pro
tection o f  a ftrong government, than to be ad
mitted to a participation o f  power in a feeble 
itate, from any efficient ihare in which their fitu
ation muft generally exclude thein. \

• î!  not ttie leait probability th a t ’ the fac
tions ot Proteftan't and CSïholic  will fubfide un-
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der our prefent conftitutiorr*? Admitting them t® 
fubfift, this alternative remains for c.onfideration, 
whether would few or many o f  the latter be intro
duced into Parliament by an emancipation ? In 
the former cafe, thefe few would obtain the 
uiual parliamentary confideration ; they would a d  
like other men in the fame place, and there the 
matter would end without any alteration in the 
general management o f  the country. I f  many 
got accefs to Parliament, they would form a 
Catholic oppofed to a Proteflant faâion,  precifely 
as in the laft century, when the parties ran at 
length into civil wars, in which one was reduced 
to a pitiable fubjugation.

T h e  grievance which moil materially affeds 
the Catholics is a difpofition, ungracioufly and 
for unkind purpofes, to difcriminate them from 
their fellow-fubjeds. A comparifon o f  the effeds 
o f  the refpective mealures o f  union or eman
cipation upon this temper, fhould form the 
ground of  their decifion. T h e y  are exclud
ed by law from certain high poils and 
from Parliament. I f  the incapacities by ftatute 
were removed, there would ftill remain a  natu
ral difability in their general inferiority o f  rank, 
fo that in a great degree they could not profit 
o f  the conceffion. W hen  the tefi laws are abro
gated, little more is done than an act o f  juflice 
to certain individuals, and the abolition o f  a 
fligma which produces difcontent, by offending 

r  the feelings o f  a large portion o f  the people. 
Thefe, to be fure, are moil meritorious confeder
ations ; but they do not go to the extent o f  the 
inconvenience ; no reilraint is thereby placed up

on

equally 
ions  wh<

*  T h e y  is not a k'ne in thi^argnm* 
ually tenths D i i T e y e r s ,  andfindeed t 
ns whofare w i t h o f t  the pajfc o f  the <

per-

;
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o n  the untoward difpofition I have mentioned. 
T h e  remedy is, o f  courfe, not fo fubftantial as 
this other, which makes the G overn m en t ftrong 
againft that temper, and w h ich  removes the m o 
tives and powers that fupport it. O n  the moft 
favourable calculation, not above twelve could pro
cure themfelves to be returned 10 Parliament, fix 
fuppofe by purchafe, and as many upon the 
landed intereft and that o f  open towns. T h e  
occafional elevation o f  a dozen  meD, is not to 
be compared in point o f  national advantage to a 
meafure, which either equalizes all parties, or at 
leaft reduces them to a ftate o f  reciprocal inof- 
fenfivenefs. T h e  Britiih government protects the 
Catholics  o f  France, Portugal and Italy, and i f  
i t  were not under fome impediment, w h y  ihould it  
not  equally proted its ow n fubjefls o f  Ireland ?

O f  tw o  Parliaments, neither o f  w hich  they  can 
materially  influence, it is more the intereft o f  the 
Catholics to live under the jurifdidtion o f  that, 
w h ich  has not been educated with any  indifpofi- 
tion to them. N o w  the majority o f  the Iriih. 
Parliam ent has upon all, or moft occafions, dif- 
p layed  ftrong marks o f  rooted difinclination to 
that people. N a y  it is a faihion with m any per
fons o f  high confideration here, to diflike a man 
for  being a C atholic  T h is  is certainly not the cafe 
in England. ^Proteftant and Catholic ,  not having 
been known there, as political parties, for above a 
century,  the diftin&ion became obfolete. The*U- 
beral and continued interconrfe o f  the f a fh io P  
ab le ,  the diplomatic,  and the commercial claffes, 
with Catholic  countries, contributed alfo to o b l i 
terate the prejudices, w hich  formerly arofe 
from the difference o f  religion. E xcep t  through 
the interpolation o f  the Crown, which is the 
Britiih branch o f  our Government, the Irifh Legifla- 
turehas never been diftinguifhed for condefcenfioa 
to its Catholic ftibjecls. Befides, the property o f  the

in d iv id u a ls ,
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individuals who compofe the Britiih Par]îam- nf 
is fo exteniive, and fo much connefted with the 
fafety o f  the Hate, that they never will  hazard to ex 
cite difcontents, upon motives o f  a petty and «  
p ncions difapprobation. I am the!* J e T n d i g l  
rent to the declarations which any man or anv 
mimfter may make. I know  the Britiih Govern

“a ?  c a lc u l,”,. Î  “ P<?  ptinciPl<;s of «afon, and I  can calculate how far reafon will so. From
this light on ly  one m ay with confidence nro

h l T * ’ ! aL the Cath0lÍCS wil1’ on th* Union efta- 
lihment, obtain a total eligibility ; and, what is
o ie  material to them, that until they do obtain

,t, they will  have an exemption from vexatious iea-
ou hes, and the practical enjoyment o f  t h e J h l
eges, which have already been conceded to them

ma?  equa%  be prediâed, that in a colletf ive  
capacity, the Catholic body will not be ad- 
vanced to be a dominant party either in Church 
or State, becaufe whilil the balance o f  property 
inclines againft them, it would neither be neccf- 
fary, politic, nor definable.

It may be right to explain, wherefore the C a 
tholics cannot materially influence the Parliament, 
although they c o n f u t e  a majority o f  the popula-

C n n i W  7  arf  e,Xduded from the boroughs by the 
“ î í  aud fr0m tbe»freedomof ci- 

ies by thejealoufy o f  the magiftrates.^You will per-

haps

J l F r h e  Cathol ics  w h o  ars often freeholWerc r  u  c 

« » ,  w i l l  have their d ue  i r f . e n c e  o S  “ S Í S t l Í '  
reprelentaiion is confined to counties,  and counties o f  cit’ies A o d

' »  ■»»
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haps afk o f  me, wherefore w e  were anxious to pro
cure this franchife o f  fuffrage, o f  which the operation 
is fo much reftridled. Becaufe  though w e cannot 
h a v e  great influence, it does not fo l lo w  that we 
ihould have none at all. Becaufe although a C a 
tholic intereft is not  any where fuperior, yet 
the individuals o f  that com m union o u gh t  to 
haye the^folkben'efif o f  their reipedtive fituations, 
A  Catholic tenantry w ill  vote  with their Protef- 
tant landlord ; but is it indifferent to them, that 
they, as well as their neighbours, are competent 
to confer that com plim ent?

T h e  influence o f  the Catholics  prevails prin
cipally in c iv i l  life : there indeed it is immenfe. 
C o m p o fin g  very m uch the trading and induf- 
trious portions o f  the com m unity ,  they are 
concerned in the greater part o f  tranfadlions 
through the kingdom . T h e  bar,  wholefale mer
chants, attornies, perfons engaged in money 
dealings, w il l  always cultivate the favor o f  this 
part o f  the people. N o w  the relative importance o f  
thefe defcriptions will  generally rife in confequence 
o f  an U n io n ,  and thofe, w ho will  relatively de
cline, are the perfons moil independent o f  thefe 
influences. T h e  Froteflant Prelacy * o f  Ireland 
have generally declared, that in the event o f  an 
U n io n ,  they could no longer imagine the interefl 
o f  the eilabliihment entruiled to their care, to be in 
any wife endangered, b y  the m oil  liberal indulgence 
to the fubordinate communions. Is this fentiment 
no recommendation to perfons w h o  wifh to enjoy 
in peace the advantages o f  their country ?

T h e

*  T h e  c l e r g y  o f  a l l  d c f c r i p i i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  f a v o u r  the  p r o -  
j e f t  o f  a n  I n c o r p o r a t i n g  U n i o n ,  a n d  r e a l l y  th is  c o i n c i d e n c e  
o f  pé i ' fons ,  w h o  d o  n o t  c o n c u r  in a n y  t h i n g  e l l e ,  m u l l  a p 
peal- a  p o w e r f u l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .
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The moft ingenious arguments againft admitting
the Catholics to political franchifes, are to be found 
in thefpeech o f  Mr. t  oiler, (the Speaker) in 1701 : 
they follow very clofely the reafoning o f  Lord Bo- 
lingbroke againft a Catholic Prince, in his letter 
to Sir Will iam Windbam. But the analogy com- 
pletely fails ; for maHp
FÎfif it is juftifiable to impofe on him a condition o f  
conforming to their convenience ; but it is abfurd 
to talk of  making fuch terms with the people 
for whofe accommodation and advantage the ftate 
exifts and was created.  ̂ If  you prove that a par
ticular franchife cannot with propriety be entrufted 
to thofe inhabitants at large, who are obvioufly 
within its purview, the conclufion, in my mind 
is, to remove the matter o f  contention altogether * 
I mould not think o f  forming a monopoly in fa
vor o f  the few who chufe to appreciate highly 
their own fitnefs for the enjoyment.

Embelliih it by whatever fplendid names you 
pleafe, the government o f  Ireland is an oligarchy. 
In the popular member o f  our conftituticn, the 
weight o f  certain individuals is immenfe, and 
that o f  the people is inconfiderable. This bears 
materially upon the Adminiftration ; for neither are 
the minifters o f  the Crown afted upon in any 
eminent degree by the influence o f  the people - 
noi have thefe the benefit o f  that impartiality 
among his fubjedts, which muft be the natural 
feeling o f  every monarch. There is a controul 
indeed over the royal authority; butas it is al- 
mott completely fevered from the public in- 
tereit, it is _ neceffarily directed in its exer- 
ciie by the private views, or at beft by the per- 
lonal charafter o f  the individuals, who com-

pofe



i 69 1
pofe i t .# A  compromife is made, fuch as can only 
confift witha very irregular government, and which 
i f  it were not the refult o f  diforders in the ftate, 
muft eventually introduce them. T h e  patronage 
and internal management of the country is given 
u p  to thofe who have power to do, what ufually 
is called the K i n g ’ s bufinefs ; that is, to raife the 
fupplies, to preferve the Britiih intereft and an 
uniform ity  between the two governments.

T h e  confiderable members o f  the oligarchy 
are, by  the nature o f  their fituation, rendered ap- 
prehenfive o f  a popular fpirit, and adverfe to the 
b ody o f  the people : it cannot be otherwife. W h e n  
power is not bottomed upon hereditary prepoflef- 
lion, popular favour, or the influence o f  p ro 
perty— the perfons, w ho h o ld  it, muft: be fenfible 
that it is infecure, and that it is invidious.— T h e y  
w i l l  feek to turn the popular mind from public to 
private coniiderations. M e n  w h o  have fuch ur
gent motives to promote competition, will  faftcn 
w ith  avidity  upon any tendency to that temper. 
T h e y  will  meet in their adherents, the greateft 
promptitude to fécond them in widening thebieach ; 
for a rivalfhip in emolument is as much appre
hended by them, as a diminution o f  power by 
their fuperiors. T h e  exclufive fpirit which they 
feek pretences o f  miftruft and jealoufy to authorife, 
confirms their ow n excluiive title to p r e f e r m e n t ^

I have
*  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  w h i c h  t h e  K i n g  c a n n o t  d o  in I r e l a n d  

is t o  c o n f e r  f a v o u r  u p o n  a ce r ta in  d e f c r i p t i o n  o f  h is  f u b j e i t e ,  
a n d  t h a t  d e f c r i p t i o n  b y  f a r  the  m o i l  n u m e r o u s  W h a t  an 
o u t c r y ,  w h a t  a n  o p p o f i t i o n ,  w h e n  a n y  k i n d n e f s  is i n 
t e n d e d  t o  t h e m  ! S o  t h a t  t h e  C r o w n  is h e r e  free  in  i ts  
p o w e r ,  b u t  c i r c u m f c r i b e d  in its b e n i g n i t y — t h e  v e r y  re-  
v e r f e o f  w h a t  is d e f ig n e d  b y  a p o p u l a r  c o n t r o u l  o n  t h e  E x 
e c u t i v e .

A m o n g  t h e  P r o t e f t a n t s  w h o  a r e  r e m g ^ d ' T r o m  t h e f e  i n -  
d u c e m c u t s J ^ l ' N L ^ J j e C a t  hol ie s  o f  thp*f3 m e  r a n k ^ J i i e j ^ h a s  
l o n g  appeared  a tenaene^||tt|an ohJ<#íoH-of i b t i r  a n d c .ot 
e n c e s ;  b u t  t h e  je a lo u f ies  f o r m e r  h a v e  b e e n  r e v i v e d %a t
d i f f e r e n t  t imes a r t i f i c ia l l y .  F r o m
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I have defcribed the courfe o f  feelings, which 
like circumftances will produce in  every country ;

but

m e e t i " S «  D u n g a n n o n ,  t o a b o u t  1 7 8 c ,

c r  Br i n «  H Y ° l "  ,h a r m °,n y  v e r y  p r e v a l e n t .  T h e  t w o  d e f .  
e n p t i o n s  d i f p la y e d  equal  z e a l  to  refi ft  the inv af io n w e  w e r e
t h e n  t h r e a te n e d  w i t h ,  a nd  f l iared t o g e t h e r  the  V o l u n t e e r  f e r -
vice.  A b o u t  this la t ter  per io d  the peafantry o f  M u n f t e r
fel l  i n t o  c o m m m o t . o n s ; o n  t h e  o ld  g r o u n d  o f  t i t h e s :  p u b l ú
c a t i o n s  i m m e d i a t e l y  liTued f r o m  the  prefs,  f luffed w i t h  a f -
per f ion s o n  the  r e l . g . o n  a n d  m o r a l  c ' m r a f t e r  o f  t h e  C a t h o .
h e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e m  as a  r e f r a d o r y ,  perfidious p e o p l e ,
w h o  w e r e  to  be k e p t  at the  p o i n t  o f  t h e f w o r d  f r o m  y o u  T h e
ex p e d .e n t  Succeeded.  T h e  paff ions o f  the  p e o p l e  I ere

n n  i r r  aní  u i n c i P ient  h a r m o n y  was  b r o k e n  
o m  o f  *  Ù n j -  e r  ; n c , d e n t  o c c u r r e d  la te ly .  ( I p u t
ou t  o f  the  w a y  th? düp of . t ion ,  the ve ry  prevalent  a n x i e t y  
t o  infinuate tha t  e v e r y  C a t h o l i c  was a  rebel, and to c o n f o u n d  un 
eafinefs under the P o p e r y  laws,  w i th  hoft i l i ty  to  the conft i-

D o f l o r  Ca ulf ie ld ,  the C a th o l ic  B i i h o p  o f  Ferns,  had the  
misfortune to  live in a c o u n t y  w h ic h  was  the fcene o f  t h e

Í n l i r rKg e f\ -  H C ’ Withj t h ° f\ ° f  his c l ^g>'  - h o r n  he c o uld  
co l le c t  ab o u t  h i m ,  ex erte d all that inf luence, w h ic h  in bet ter
t im es the ir  fu n f t io n ,  and perfonal  virtue had acquired, to refill
t h e  c x c e f f e s o f  an armed m o b,  and at  the imminent  peri l o f
the ir  hves,  refcued many from maiTacre T h i s  was the conduét
ot  cnri f t ian c ler g y m e n ;  but  it was a c o n d u f t ,  for  which ch ri f -
tian c l erg y m e n deferve every applaufe that  can be be l low ed upon
a lu b h m e  difcharge o f  d u t y  ; y e t  there are perfons fo m u c h
f o r t i f i e d  to perceive,  tha t  R o m a n  C a th o l ic  ecclefiaftics have a f te d
f lbbly,  t h a t  bo ok s  and paragraphs have been circulated,  in order,
b y  bl a ck en in g  the motives o f  thefe  gentl em en,and  d e t ra f t i n g  from
th«ir merit ,  to  prevent  this amiable and heroic  c o n d u d f r o K
m a k i n g  a fui table  impreflion on the minds o f  their  f e l l o w  citi-  
zens.

. T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p e r f o n s  n o w  a l i ve ,  w h o  r e c o l l e f h  w h e n  
i t  was v e r y  ufual t o  t er r i fy  the P r o t e f l a n ts  by reports  o f  f liam 
plot s ,  and e v e n  days w e r e  named,  w h e n  the C a t h o l i c s ,  i t  
w a s  afferted, were to r i f e a n d  maffacr e  the m . T h e f e  a r t i f ic es  
h a v e  fallen i n t o  difufe,  f in ce  the affairs o f  this c o u n t r y  c a r e -  
to  be m o r e  c l o f e l y  lo o k e d  after  by the  B r i t i f h  A d m i n i i l r a -  
t io n  ; a nd  f in ce  the G o v e r n m e n t  b y  L o r d e ' J u f t i c e s  was 
d i f c o n t i n u e d .  L o r d  T o w n l h e n d  wasJt'He f irfi  V i c e r o y  w h o  
p e r m a n e n t l y  ref ided,  and in l m ' .a ' t t o n p t s  to  b r e a k  the a r i f -  
t o c r a c y ,  he f o u n d  it e x p e d i e n t  to  b e i l o w  f e m e  li t tle c o u n t e 
n a n c e  on t h e  fu b o r d i n a t e  re l igion.
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but doubtlefs, the ftate o f  Ireland, nifties upon voui 
m ind as itdoes on mine, and forms a (triking illuf. 
trauon. 1  he perfons moil diftinguiihed, by po-

1 and aI,noi{ by perfonal difinclination to tb it  
material branch o f  the people, the Catholics are 
to  be found am on g the parliamentary interefts ■ 
thofe who endeavour principally to  make Ponerv

a ^ r  t ar^ a ,e  meft in ° ffice undei corporations 
and fubordtnately under govehimèrtt. I have n o

• l that any particular difapprobation o f  reli 
g ious tenets enters into this hoftility. T h e  term 
ot divihon is convenient ; bat i f  any other equallv 
anfweted the defign it w ould  e q L l l y  be T a d '  
uie of. Y o u  may talk, and I am fure you believe

t e V s o f . h l  r ” CeS t0 c? ricj liate* rJ'he minif
i e s  o f  the C ro w n  perceived the w retched policy
under which this country languiihed, and they
procured laws to be e nad ed  favourable to the Ca
thohcs. M an y libéral and enlightened Proteftánts
did  cordially adopt the change. B u t ,  o f  that
party, ail thole w ho by the coarfenëfs o f  their

faid  ' m  ° r °<r , un derftan din g, m ay b e

CTMr f l  !  . V ulgar’ obferved w ith
f e ‘ f , e , i  t h e . advancement o f  men to the or- 

„ ot \ellow  citizens, w hom  they had been nr 
cuftomcd to regard as fubordinate; and their jea-

w w e l f  C°qU,m enanc^  by a large portion o f t h e

warmtĥ  rkf r ' Y  ° f thdl fitliat‘on, théarmth o f  controverfy, but above all the un-

2 of°th Teniper, that br° ke ° ut’ whilil the re- P al oi the popery laws was agitated, did betray

m any

iíren rr :," t r',h ' "

:t: srsa 'w ' asi.i£!rti
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m a n y  o f  the Catholics into political indifcretion.j- 
O n  the whole, what you confider advances to con- 
ciliate, were accompanied by circumilances which 
appear to me to have rather repelled each people 
from t he other. The  texture that legi iktion attempt
ed to weave,  manners unravelled as afliduouily. 
T h e r e  are families in Ireland, who, having a£ted for 
generations upon this crooked policy o f  difunion, 
have at length loft the clue to their conduct, and 
candidly  conceive that whilit inflamed by paffion 
they purfue their intereft, they are cultivating a 
fober and judicious principle. Tradition, educa- 
tion, intercourfe have contributed, fo entirely to 
w o rk  into the frame o f  their minds, the anti-popu
lar  prep ofleflion , that in the modern mahifeftations 
o f  zeal for Proteftantifm, as a political not a reli
gious defignation, there is infinitely iefs o f  prede«= 
termination than o f  chai after.

T o  a body thus coniïituted, the c-iown muft un* 
der our prefent forms refort, in order to carry on 
the government without obfiru&ion ; and its con* 
fent muft be procured by the terms I have fpeci-

fied.

f  I  a l lu d e  here to  a & s  o f  a l i e n a t i o n ,  no t  f r o m  the  ftate, b u t  
f r o m  t h e i n d i v i d u a l s  in a u t h o r i t y  . A s  to the l e b e l i i o n , !  c o n c e i v e  
t h e  r e m o t e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  the  p op ery  law& to have  c o n d u c e d  to  
i t ,  b y  t h r o w i n g  t o o  m u c h  p o w e r  i n t o  the  hands o f  p r i v a t e  
g e n t l e m e n ,  by p r e v e n t i n g  the  di f fu f io n o f  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  fo  

^  c r e a t i n g  a la w le fs  ch a ra ó te r  in the  c o m m o n  p e o p l e ,  but  c e r 
t a i n l y  it had n o t h i n g  in it o f  p o l i t ic a l  p re t e n f io n s  o f  the on e  
p a r t y  ag ainf t  t h e  ot h er .  I f  the r e b e l l io n  had not  been fup -  
p r e f l e d ,  there is n o  d o u b t  it m u ft  h av e  p r o v e d  fatal  to  rel i 
g i o n  in g e n e r a l .  T h e  peo ple  h e r e ,  p r e c i f e ly  as in France* 
w e r e  fa n a t ic i f ed  b y  Deifts .  I f  the y  had p ro c e e d e d  m u c h  f a r 
t h e r ,  t h e y  w o u l d  h av e  been i n d u c e d ,  as t h e y  w e r e  in Fran ce,  
t o  lea ve  t h e i r  Paftors  in a  m i n o r i t y  o f  t imid de votees  a n d  
w o m e n ,  a nd  t h e  f o r m e r  prete nf io ns  o f  that c l e r g y  to p o p u l a 
r i t y ,  w o u l d  h .ve o c c a i i o n e d  to the m  a v e r y  bitter  p e r f e c u t i o n .  
I  fa y  w i t h  c o n f id e n c e  tha t  the  f e n l i m e n t s  I h e r e  e x p r e f s ,  
w e r e ,  pen din g  »nd p r e v io u s  to the late  c o m m o t i o n s ,  e n t e r 
t a i n e d  b y  t h e  heads o f  the  C a t h o l i c  c l e r g y  in  this  k in g d o m c

\
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fied. N o w  can you  for  an inftant argue that this 
is a  fuitable organ for the management o f  the moil 
divided people on the earth, and o f  the moil j a i 
l i n g  interefts ? Itfelf  a principal in the difpute, it- 
f e l f  the foul and prime mover o f  the conflid.  Let 
the  C ro w n  be relieved from this neceffity, encou
ragem ent and proteft ion  w il l  be dii'penfed a c 
c o rd in g  to the feelings and rnterelt o f  the Sove
r e ig n ;  that is, in other words, ihev will  be dif- 
penfed  indifcriminately ; for  the fituation o f  a 
P r in c e  places him ab o ve  the v iew s and qu ar
rels w h ic h  pafs from private into public  l i fe ;  
h e  cannot b e  fenfible to any other divifion o f  his’ 
p eop le ,  than o f  thofe w h o  are, or w h o  are not re- 
f r a f t o r y  to his government ; thofe w h o  make his 
dominions flourifti, or thofe w h o  negleft  them. Here  
are m y  prem ifes:  Ireland ftands eminently in need 
o f  an impartial Adminiftration ; i lrangely  predif- 
pofed to difunion and unfocial humours, b y  reli
gious difference, it requires a vigorous, a üeady,  
an d  an even-handed government to reftrain or  
counteract  the unhappy propenlity. C an  you 
d e n y  m y  conclufton, that it is not fo confonant to 
the w elfare  o f  the country,  to be governed by per
lons, w h o  are themfelves engaged in the diitradt- 
ing  fa&ions, as b y  a p o w e r  that nature and 
fituation render indifferent, and which in addition, 
prefents an equal affu'rance for  our civil  
l iberties ? It with you ,  I attributed to accident, 
a n y  part o f  the temper w h ich  we all deplore, I 
Ihould be difpofed with you  to e x p e d  the remeu’ r  
from time and patience. T h e  hiftory o f  Europe for 
a few years back, that rich harveit o f  experience, 
has inftrufted me not to admire the ihorc cut to 
political improvement. But it is here I beg leave 
p art icu lar ly  to remind you, that the fource of our 
cou ntry  s misfortunes feems to lie deeper than 
you  conclude  from your  exam ination.— T h e y  muft

F  be
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b e traced to influences and interefts, arifing from 
the organization o f  our coniiitution, and which 
contain a renovating principle o f  difcord, calcu
lated to endure to theutmoft term oi its exiftence; 
w here there is partiality in the exercife, or dikri- 
bution o f  power, he who is called on to obey, will  
to the end o f  time perform his duty with reluct
ance. W here  there is even the appearance or  
fuipicion o f  partiality, the fu b je& w ill  not be cor
dial. I do not accufe our parliamentary leaders 
o f  any conduit  that is rare, extraordinary, or un-r 
precedented. Power is grateful, and few w h o  
have a fituation to preferve, are philosophically fcru- 
pulous in employing the means, which are moil 
eafy and effectual tor their puipofe. I  be foible is 
of  human nature, and for that very reafon to hu
man nature I would apply myfelf, and endeavour to 
counteract a general infirmity, by principles o f  
equally extenfive operation, l h e  heads o f  the 
nation are fubjeited to certain influences and inte
rdis  ; let the mifguiding motives be removed, 
and the conduit o f  thofe w7hom they affect \\ ill te- 
ceive a new direction, and through the land new 
fprings of  a&ion will  be generally communicated, 
This  is not a narrow or a palliative policy, but 
broad and fundamental, fuch as the exigency de
mands ; and in analogy to the means, by which, 
when the heart is found, you feck to reclaim your 
friend, to reitifythe faults of habit, and the enors 
either o f  his education or his judgment. Reform  
the Irifh Houfe o f  Commons, and you have a de
mocracy ; the confequence is unavoidable, u the 
alteration be on any very capacious fcale ; and ii 
it be not, the oligarchy is merely ihiited into other 
h a n d s ,  without any accefiion to the popular ínte- 
reit from the transfer. Repeal the diilinguilhing 
laws ; good ; but you cannot by your ait o f  Parlia
ment reach the fpirit o f  diftiuction. ' lh e  tenaen-
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c y  to difunion w il l  fubfift, with all the irritating 
circumftances that accompany that temper, fo 
lo n g  as thefe interefts are preferved, w h ic h  give  to 
perfons o f  the very firft influence in the land, a 
p ow erfu l  inducement to encourage it. A n d  
they never w ill  w a n t  a pretence; for whilft 
the lo w er  people are wretched, they will  be 
turbulent ; and the name o f  a com m on reli
g io n  w ill  furniih the ground o f  jealous accufation 
againft the Catholics  o f  more improved condition. 
Interefted men w il l  circulate the charge, and felfiih- 
nefs and credulity  w il l  combine to fupply believers. 
P o li t ica l  parties will attach tbemfelves as it may 
fuit their purpofe, either to the fide o f  thofe w h o  
are unwill ing to acknowledge a fuperior, or o f  
thefe, w h o,  with lefs appearance o f  propriety, re- 
fufe to  admit an equal. It m ay be very defireable 
for  party leaders to place themfelves at the head 
o f  the Catholics,  but that body can never, to any  
material extent, be more than the footftool o f  fac
tions ; a Situation I ihould apprehend, neither en
viable  nor advantageous, and from which, he is 
their friend, w h o  defires to refcue them : they a ie  
moft generally dependant, are moft expofed to the 
abide o f  power, and ftand moft in need of protec
tion. W h a t ,  although amidft Scrambles for autho
rity, fame o f  that body might get within the pre- 
c i n â s  o f  the oligarchy. Catholic,  or pea
fant, or by  whatever name you  pleafe to call 
them, the people would not, therefore, be e x o 
nerated from the heavy handot  power. Perhaps you 
will  tell me that this propeniity to divifion, is the 
inherent vice o f  free couftitutions. T ru e  it is fo ; 
we are not therefore to encreafe the caufes o f  dif
ference, in number and malignity. W ith o u t  this 
inconvenience, w e  can have the fecure enjoyment o f  
civil l iberty,  under the fan&ion and fuperintend- 
ance o f  a popular aflfembly, with the advantage o f  
representation, in m y  opinion, to an adequate e x 

tent ;
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ten t ; b u t  b e y o n d  qu eftion , in a more ample 
d e g re e ,  than at prefent w e  en jo y  it .  In c0 ™* 
m o n  life, a  m an w o u ld  be w a rn ed  by  ̂ hapt-* 
tual in firm ity , to avo id  the o cca iio n  o f  hip mis
fortu n es A n d  fhall not Ire lan d, to  w h o m  feuds, 
and llrifes h a ve  t o f t  fo dear, prefer that fo rm  o f  
free  g o v e rn m e n t,  w h ic h  is be lt  p rotected  a g a in it  
the recu rren ce  of the v e r y  difail ers w e com plain  o f . 
It w as on  this v iew  o f  the fu b je d .  and upon th isre a -  
fo n in g  I g ro u n d e d  m y affertion , th at the neceflitieS- 
o f  Ire lan d  ca lled  for a “  a great ch an g e  o f  m a n n e rs ,  
to  be fo u n d ed  on a gre a t  ch a n g e  o f  C o n l l im t io n .

Sir, th e  evil ofreftrrdive laws upon the people, has 
been loft in the magnitude o f  their confequences. 
T h e  ftatutes o f  Queen Anne *ormed the nucleus 
o f  a fyftem of  abufes. N o t  the primi ive nnfchief 
alone, but all its iuci ents are to be rectified. 
A l l  the bearings, and relations of  authority aie te» 
be varied : civil fociety itfelf is to be new-modelled. 
W h e r e  is the power, where the perfeverance* 
where the virtue, to undertake that taik ? to pro- 
fecute with vigour and difcharge the duty with 
fidelity? A r e  we to await in pious expectation, 
that the country may be regenerated by the play o f  
factions, where factions are proverbially corrupt? 
or  retrieved by the energetic virtue of fome chief 
governor, whilft notorioufly the molt feeble thing 
on earth, againft local cabals, is the government 
o f  Ireland? How many of  thefe cabals would 
ftart up to obftrud a projed, by the fuc êi T̂ °* 
which nearly all o f  them would be offended. o , 
let the cabals be firit put out o f  the wav, and then 
the ftupendous labour of  improvement may be 
attempted. When the borough inrerelt fha oe 
reduced and fixed in England its influence 
will  be altered materially as to the empire,

* See page 55,
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f i S Î h î 0?  t0œ ]ly ?  f °  I r d a n -d - If w il1  n o  longer
J . . the “ ceffity o f  leaning tor fupport on partv 
ÍPJ n t  ; and it any perfons ft ill reiain a hank
e r in g  for that flale expedient, the G row n , reliev- 

rom its actual ftate o f  dépendance, w o u ld  be 
fu l ly  competent 10 controul them. 1 fmile to hear 
people tell w hat  prodigies were to be effetíed by 
particular admmiftrations : we ihould have a Vice- 

oy in each pariih to carry into effed  any exten-

ím n t T !  O I ,be;ieV0lence- General benefit and 
impartial kindnefs to all the people is contrary

C h i e f  C o tUre ° Ur Prefent arrangem ent. Á  
b ie f  G o vern o r  may extend the practice, iuit fo

ar as his eye and his activity can reach and for juft
io T o n g  a term , as the duration o f  his authority.
L e t  his vigilance relax for  an hour, or  let a fuc-

ckom e’  ^  Afferen t  v iews or inferior ener- 
g y , - c h a o s returns again ; every thing relapfes 

fufpicion and feventy.  L ord  Cornw all is

W t *  WU hinV t0 the S overnineut o f  Ire- 
-and greater perfonal advantages, than ner
haps any nobleman poffeffed, lmce the D u k e  
o f  O rm o n d  filled that fituation. W h a t  ob- 

ruftions has he encounterea ? H o w  compara
tively little has he been abie to effect ? H ow  una
vail ing  will all his efforts prove, i f  retiring f , oai

m î t  k 1. lcave the fy ‘tero as hc ioun^ h ?
Z r U  " X T  ° f  Trajan to the Rom an
tmvWT * k palfed without confequence or im- 
p  effion, beyond the day on wh.ch they were dff-

r i z f n  f  l.he beam that Ihoots acrois a dull ho-

“ cheM- a" d ,he 8e- 
. A r g u in g  politically, I k n o w  nothing o impli- 

becaufe theCeS‘ i  ' ° trult t0 the C ro w n ,
aa v t i  h ft!n ereî 8 °J thC PrinCe conCLlr ^ ex- 

a the p eo p le ;  a n d , as little in-
f l w ç d  to general fufpicion, i  inculcate drlhdence
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o f  tbc native powers in that point only wberc
I fee them repelled from the general good b y  the 

aw , the omnipotent la w  o f  felf-aggrandizement, 
and merely to the extent o f  that repulfion. Does 
m v credulous faith cmbrace the honor of  Britain .
It does precifely, under the gui[dance’ f“ £
jule, and t o  the fame latitude. íhe^ B n W h ^ o  
vernment is c o n d u c e d  upon principles which do 
not leave room to fuppofe, that it would b eu nju ft  
gratuitouily, and to its o w n  detriment. There 
do I fix my mind, where I fee pofitive regula
tion, fupported b y  obvious intereft. Our empire 
d e p e n d s  for its exiftence in  the European fyjJe " J> 
on the refources o f  its fubjeéïs. Compared with the 
powers to w hom  it is oppoled, its popuiaUon^s 
fmall its range of  territory diminutive. A s  me 
[ o b l i g e d  t o W  a « v a l  m e th o d  o f  d e fe n c e  
England could not, it ihe were inclined, a d  
that fnirit o f  fummary defpotifm, which we fee 
n r a & i f e d  on the Continent. Conftraint m ay col- 
S  an army , p lu n d e r  m a y f u b f i f t  an d  c l o . b c . .  ;  
a fieet mull be equipped b y  money ; and that re
venue, which is indifpenfable to a maritime 
j^ate can only be drawn trom a people i n  opu- 
encê N ow  i f  the fubjefts o f  Ireland were rich, 

a n d  th at a w a y w a r d  P a r lia m e n t  d e a l t o n .  th e  pub- 

lie treafure with a parfimomous hand, I mig 
hippole the Minifter w as anxious to be relieved 
from the re ftr iû io n .  W h e n  I find, that a poo 
flate is taxed p r o f u f e l y  ; taxed to the full amo nt 
o f  what is a t  any time d e m a n d e d  I  muft en 
-oui  to affien a motive more intelligible- A d  
niftration hopes to make Ireland con tribu te  to the 
^enera^exigence. G ran ted;  b u t does *  therefore

mean to wring from poverty, by °  j *
coniiitution, what it may have at dilcretion un 
dcr the agency o f  the old ? or does it rather un
dertake t,he fevere talk of bringing this new or--
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<ier to  perfection, that it may create b y  a more 
kind management the ability  to afford affiftance? 
it propofes to diffufe content, to p ro te d  the p ro
ductive claffes, to govern us, an experiment which 
h as  not yet been tried, in forne conformity with 
the genius o f  the nation. T r u ly  i f  the officers o f  
the C ro w n  have any  other o b je d  in view, they 
g iv e  themfelves much unneceflary trouble. I f  
th e y  entertain deligns o f  a  lefs gracious kind, they 
purfue their end b y  the moft improbable and un
profitable o f  all expedients. I have  fomewhere 
le a d  o f  a giant w ho was choaked by a fix-penny 
loaf  after he had breakfafted upon wind-mills. 
H a v e  all  the old contrivances for government in 
Ireland failed ? Is the hand paralized that difpenfes 
patronage? Has influence become innoxious? 
T o  be plain and ferious, what is that unfavourable 
meafure o f  regulation for Iriih people, or Irifh 
pretenfions, which might not be carried into e f
fect without this concuffion and this removal, 
an d  effedkd too b y  means, infinitely lefs trouble’ 
fome and invidious ? But,  fay they, the Minifter 
proje&s to render this iiland a military depot for 
the Empire. 1. hen indeed, he is a iimpleton, w h o  
refufes to leave us this conftitution, which re
quires forty  thoufand auxiliaries to preferve its 
equilibrium. I  fhould think that he deprives himfelf  
o f a  verycom petentexcufe  for martial preparations, 

A n  Incorporating U nion  does not arm the 
C r o w n  with new powers againft the people- Mi? 
nifters do  not gain an y  thing on the fide o f  autho
rity. A l l  their refources for that effed are as c o m 
plete and p e r fe d  as they could  wifh. T h e  public 
mind, indeed, requires to be cultivated; from thence ‘ 
alone, refiftance to the will o f  fuperior men is to be 
apprehended in Ireland. B u t  after an U nion, the 
public  mind will  juft a d  as powerfully  as before j; 
a n d  it m ay as w ell  communicate its impreflions to the

imperial,
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imperial,  as to the local legiflature ;* W h a t . after 
all  her exertions to produce a change o f  govern
ment, o f  which this country ftands in need, G reat  
Britain is at once to caft the advantage from her, 
and play the tyrant to h e r  o w n  detriment. he 
is to go to Ruffia and the M orea  to look for 
troops, and will not attach to her a wai î e  
people, her clofeft neighbour* She will  luffer this 
land in every w ar  to be the advanced poft o* the 
enemy ! Such terrors are for the nuifery, and 
more fi'mple than children aie thofe who w il l  
indulge in them. I  confefs if , l ik e  the perfons 
w h o  affeét to entertain thefe apprebenhons, 
could bring myfelf  to think, that the Enghih go
vernment w a s  not to be i n d u c e d ,  even b y  its in- 
tereft, even b y  the urgent neceflity o f  felf-pre- 
fervation, to deal honeftly b y  this kingdom, I  
ihould much hefitate to doom a man to death* 
w ho turned his thoughts to reparation. G o o a  
gentlemen, h o w  do you fupport the Crown, when 
yo u  lay down, that the ftate, over which his 
Majefty prefides, is the moil incorrigible o f  alt
enemies to this people ?

I f  between government and fubjeót there 
is to be no amnefty— no oblivion o f  erroneous 
policy  ; not a power on earth can fo correct its 
rule o f  conduit, as to create fatisfa£tion m  the

*  T h e  B r i t i i h  P a r l i a m e n t ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  doubte d,  is 
m o r e  a c c u f i o m e d  t o  treat  i t s  fubjeébs- w i t h  a ttent io n,  
a n d  is m o r e  e a f y  o f  a cc efs  t h a n  the  I r i i l i ,  witness 
t h e  v e r y  d i f fe r e n t  m a n n e r  in  w h i c h  the  cafe o f  t h e  
M a r o o n s  has be e n  t r e a t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  the  C a t h o l i c s ,  
a t  t imes di fcuf le d in  I r e l a n d .  N o w ,  I  ih o u ld  t h i n k  that ,  
abftVafted f r o m '  pol it ical  inf luenc e,  the m e r e  f e n t i m e n t  
o f  a n y  p a r t  o f  its f u b j e & s  w o u l d  h a v e  m a r e  e f fe f r  u p o n  
t h a t ,  th an  u p o n  t h i s  leg i f l ature .  I  d o  not  recol lect  a n y  cir~ 
c u m f t a n c e  o f  a B r i t i i h  M e m b e r  o f  P arl iam en t d i f t in gui ih in g  
h i m f e l f  b y  i n v e f t i v e s  aga in i t  t h e  f u b j e & s  f o r  w h o m  ke Je- 
gi i lates .
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people.  Relations com m ercia l  and political arc 
at  this day  better underftood, than they were in 
the  m iddle o f  the prefent century .  T h e  fcience 
o f  fociety  is flill in progrefs;  and are w e  to fix our 
e y e s  upon the r e tro fp e d ,  and pine ovçr  ex
p loded faults? and are we to imagine that in the 
great change o f  m axim s that has taken p lace ,  
one  c o u r f e o f  impolitic  proceedings w il l  alone be 
preferved, although this fyftem o f  conduót has 
b ee n  renounced, has been difcarded as injudi
c iou s,  and atoned for as offenfive ; abjured b y  
ftatefmen, and cenfured b y  authorities ; and all this 
through the mere love o f  doing ev i l  ; for the apo~ - 
l o g y  for  putting any reftraint upon this co u n try ,  
th e  o n ly  one indeed ever offered, that Ireland 
w as  not p ledged to all the burdens o f  the empire, 
is at  an e n d ,  when the tw o  countries fhall be 
form ed b y  an incorporating U nio n  into one 
governm ent.

I f  our domeftic government were to be fub- 
j e & e d  to the fame jealous teft, and to the 
lam e rigid  fçrutiny, has it fo exercifed  its func
tions, as to be entitled to the confidence, which* 
o n  the ground o f  E n g lan d ’ s delinquencies, we are 
advifed to w ithhold from the Imperial Legiflature? 
H a s  fuch been the blamelefs tenor o f  its politi
c a l  exiftence, that we are to th ro w  ourfelves with 
implicit  reliance on its difcretion ? I f  falfe policy  
b e  inexpiable, where is the ihade o f  the  Popery  
L a w s  to repofe  ? T h e  Parliament o f  England 
abridged our foreign t r a d e ;  a feries o f  Englifh 
writers * expofed the error o f  the p ra d ice ,  and it 
w a s  aboliihed. T h e  Parliament o f  Ireland fub- 
mitted to thé inconvenience, and filled up the 
fyftem, w h ere  it was incomplete ; but it alfo in
terdicted the people from the cultivation o f  the 
la n d ,  and from  civil  l iberty. W e  might have

lived

*  C h i l d ,  D e c k e r ,  P o f t l c w a i t e ,  T u c k e r ,  S m i t h  an d Y o u n g .
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lived without foreign trade; but what is a  nation 
without arts, or manners, or improvement ? 
law was in force in thiskingdom, to a date as recent as 
the Britiih reftri&ions upon our commerce, which 
aulhorifed any man tofix at five pounds the value o f  a 
Í apur s horfe, or to levy upon that defcription o f  
the people, the amount o f  depredations com 
mitted upon the coait by an enemy. N o w  I rely 
upon the manners o f  the age, that thefe laws will 
not be again impofed. I rely upon thefame man
ners, and upon an improved fenfe o f  public 
mtereii, that the Catholics will not again be ren- 
dered incapable o f  holding landed property, even 
although no more than twenty years have elapfed, 
imce, in this refpeft, the ftatute law has been cor* 
ieu.ed in their favour. Shall w e  not at leait 
e x p e d  the manners o f  the age, to be as accu
rately followed, and a judicious fenfe o f  public in- 
tereit to be confuited by an Imperial Legiflature, as 
by this domeftic Parliament, which does not touch 
the people very clofely either by delegation or  
property ? It is morally  certain, that the Britiih*

government

*  N o  c i r c u m f t a n c e  has c o n t r i b u t e d  in a g r e a t e r  d e c r e e  to 
r e n d e r  the  U n i o n  p o p u l a r  in f o m e  p arts  o f  Ire la nd ,  th an  the  
t e m p e r  d i f p la y e d  by the  g e n t l e m e n  w h o  c a m e  o v e r ,  in  the  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  the d i f t u r b a n c e s ,  as off icers o f  the  gua rds  a nd  
m  a r e g . m e n t s .  I t  wa s n o t  the leaft  o f  the  g o o d  c o n f e 
r e n c e s  r e t a i l i n g  f r o m  t h a t  g e n e r o u s  a nd  f o r t u n a t e  acc e f f io u  
o f  m i l i t a r y  f t r e n g t h ,  t h a t  lo o i e  f u f p i c i o n  ce a f e d  to  be fol-  
l o w e d  b y  t h e  p u n i f h m e n t  o f  a t r o c i o u s  g u i l t ;  a nd  the 
r e l i g i o u s  d e f c r i p t i o n , _ u n d e r  w h i c h  a m a n  was claiTed, to  be 
r e c e d e d  as p r e f u r n p t i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  his c r i m i n a l i t y .  T h o f e  
w h o  a r e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  the f ly  le o f c o n v e r f a t i o n  that  p re v ai le d  
d u r i n g  the laft t a r o m e r ,  w i l l  r e a d i l y  a g re e ,  t h a t  I r e la nd  wa s 
la v e d  f i o m  l t f e l f  b y  the  Briti i l i  r e in fo r c e m e n t .  T h e  t a r t y  

w o u l d  h a v e  ch o f e n  in p r e f e r e n c e ,  to  a r m  t h e i r  o w n  a d h e r 
ents,  w i io  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  v e r y  adequate  to  f u p p r e f s  t h e  r e 
be l l i o n ,  bu t  w h o f e  m e a ns  and p r o j e i t s  f o r  reftorincr peace 
w e r e  n o  lefs p e r n i c i o u s ,  t h a n  the  diforders t h e y  w e r e  o d .  
p o f e d  to.  * r
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governm en t mull,  for its ow n  fake, co n d u fl  
this nation with a v ie w  to its improvement ; 
and equally certain, that pafiions m ull  eternally 
arife, which w il l  prevent the h igh  Protellant af- 
cendancy from becom ing a mild dominion. I 
conceive that the controverfy  betw een  theMinifter,  
and a certain  party, deep in the oppofition to this 
meafure, m ight  be reduced to a dialogue o f  this 
tenor. “  Sir, w e  w il l  undertake to preferve Ire- 
“  land to the C r o w n  ; but you mult g ive  up the 
“  country  to our m ode o f  management, ’ “  N o ,  
“  gentlemen, I do not approve o f  your  projeót ; 
“  it  is a bad fyftem, w hich  has been _ purfued too 
“  lo n g ,  and w e  are w eary  o f  it. I k n o w  
“  Ireland m a y  be kept b y  a governm ent o f  
** terror ; but a refourcelefs fubjeftion w ill  
“  not a n f w - c r  the exigencies o f  the times. I  

“  m u l l  not only h o ld  Ireland, b ut  m ak e  it a  pro- 
«  fitable member o f  the empire. I w il l  endeavour to 
** reclaim the people. T.he D u k e  o f  Cum ber- 
«  i and reduced Scotland ; but a judicious m ^  
“  nagement, and clemency fecured it. I w il l  
“  m ake the law  apply with equal vigour and 
li vigilance to all claffes o f  the Iriih nation.  ̂ I 
<£ held  you gentlemen b y  your  properties; I w i l l  
«  gain  the affeûion o f  the lower people.”—  
T h is  language founds ftrangely in the ears o f  per
forms w h o  cannot imagine any refource o f  im
perial government,  except affixing Ireland b y  a 
party to Great-Britain. T h e y  exclaim that the 
c o n n e x io n  o f  the countries is in danger ; they made 
the fame exclamation, on the different iteps to the
abolition o f  the popery laws,* and each outcry m a y

be

*  C o m p a r e  t h e  re folutions o f  the  c o u n t y  o f  L o u t h ,  a n d  t l i o fc  

e f  th e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  o f  D u b l i n ,  in 1 7 8 2  and in 1 7 9 9 -
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be explained by the other. T h e  narrow provin
cial or garrifon policy, to which their minds had 
been formed, was certainly put to hazard. But 

the members o f  the cabinet, not having im
bibed their politics in College-green, happened 
to entertain a more rational and comprehen- 
iive fcheme both o f  government and connec
tion.

T h e  law o f  the land does not bear heavily on the 
Iriih people.f  T h e y  are oppreffed by the ptaftical 
difcipline between rich and poor, and by grievances 
arifmg from the local management o f  counties and 
diitrfcis. Then,  preferve the law, and take effec
tual meafures to compel a change of  pra&ice T h e  
mild application o f  authority may in the cafe o f  a 
very unthinking people, be e x p e â e d  to precede, it 
certainly cannot fail to produce, .3, benignant 
temper.

Let  the influence o f  private men be diminilhed. 
Accom m odate, in fome degree to the temper o f  
the people, the manner o f  forming a fund for the 
maintenance o f  the Church, and place that income 
under the fafeguard o f  the laws o f  property. T h e  
weight o f  landed intereft gives to the body o f  
Proteftants an immenfe preponderance-; but it is 
fuch, as cannot admit o f  a reafonable exception. 
It fecures every objeft they hold dear ; it ought 
to fu f f ic e ;  it does iatisfy the mod valuable and 
intelligent members o f  that communion. A  pre
ponderance, founded on party pretenfiOns alone,

the

f  I  h a v e  o m it t e d  a  head w h i c h  is v e r y  m a t e r i a l ,  bu t  whichr 
h as  been already v e r y  f e n i ib ly  di fcui led.  l ' h e  di f férence o f  
in tere f t  Detween the g o v e r n m e n t  a nd  the people,  r u n n i n g  i a  
s d v e i f e  cu rre nt s,  a nd  o n l y  t o  be re con c i le d  b y  an  U n i o n .



the good will decline, and the wife  wifi  repro
b a t e ;  let ii be legally fuppreffed, and practi
cally  difcountenanced, and give Great-Britain 
an intereft to guarantee the feulement. Such 
is the fcheme o f  pacification, which the ftate 
o f  the country  feems to demand, and which 
promifes to be durable. Such I humbly oiler as the 
Euthanafia o f  our Ihort-lived, but boiitcrous, and 
i l l-om ened independence.
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