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PREF ACE

-~

PERH APS it is not more allowable to plead
laflitudein any other circumitances, than when the
mind has been for fome time engaged with a quef-
tion of controverfial politics. I muft acknow-
ledge that I fend thefe papers'to the prefs, without
having completed my original defign. Although
this divifion of the argument has become more
tedious than I could poflibly have conjetured.

I propofe, ata convenient time, to return to the
fubject, with a view to infift more fully on the in-
eficacy of the {everal projetts for internal regula-
tion, which have been' propounded in this king-
dom ; to enforce what appears to me, by no
means unimportant in the prefent ftate of the pub-
lic mind, that to be a member of the Britifh em-
pire is indifpenfable to the good of Irelaud: I
think it will follow, as of courfe, that a ftate of
general incorporation is the form of conneétion,
moft eligible and advantageous. I fhallendcavour
to examine and aflign the real caufes of our rela-
‘tive profperity for fome years back; relative to the
condition of Ireland, before fhe recovered in any
degree from the effets of the civil wars; but in
no wife relative to the degree of profperity (he
might have attained, under a {yltem of univer-
fal regulation more congenial to the people. The
Ngrth of Ireland I muft put out of the queﬁion, as
. its peculiar circumflances exempt it from the per-
., nicious diftribution of powers, and application of

a authtoriy
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authority. Trade has been purfued with advan-
tage in the kingdom of ‘Bengal, and at Cairo and
Alexandria: Does it therefore follow, that the
eneral ftate of fociety in thefe countries is per-
ge& ? Fortunes are accumulated at Cadiz and
Oporto : Is it impraciicable to corre& the difci-
pline of Government in Spain and Portugal?

Whilft the profits of trade in Cork and Dublin
are at thoufands per annum, the rate of labour
within forty miles of either city, is at fix-pence
the day ; or, which is 2 more exaét criterion, the
people within half that diftance are abjeét and
comfortlefs. _

If any man were to impute the ftate of manners
and induftry in England, not to the fuppreffion of
villanage, and early abolition of feudal jurifdiétion;
but to two pence bounty upen woollens, and three
farthings upon cotton; he fhould reafon juft as
thofe do, who fuppofe this nation to have thriven
merely by parliamentary encouragement, and who
make no account of the repeal of the popery laws,
which turned the induftry of millions to the cul-
tivation of the country. The Englith reign of
Henry VIL appears to me very much to refemble
- the government of George IIL in Ireland.

Moft Sovereigns give bounties, but only the
Britifh flate affords a gentle and prote&ing go-
vernment to the lower people. =~

I mult admit, that unlefs the fupreme adminif-
‘tration be decided in its views of favour, and ju-
dicious conciliation to this country, the projeéted
change of conflitution is fcarcely prudent.  Un-
der the prefent forms, there are more refources for
anevil government ; and a greater number of in-
terefts may be colleCted to keep the people in fub-

N

jection.
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I confidered it fuperfluous to add any thing to
thevery ample difcuffion, which the competence of
parliament has ?.l.ready re_ceived. Still this meft
futile of all objections is dignified with the notice,
even in the very lalt debate, of men of ralents:
From Mr. Fofter’s high charalter, and juft pre-
tenfions to political eftimation, one would have
expefted him to examine every part of  the quel-
tion, rather as a ftatefman, who feeks to warrant
his conclufions by truth and policy, than as a
partizan, endeavouring to give his caufe the moft
favourable exterior. That gentleman has con-
defcended to mention the powers of Parliament.

The Parliament of Ireland has altered the
laws, manners, religion and property of this
ifland. Was it-competent to change the ellentials
of civil fociety, and has it nodifcretion over the
forms ? Or will it be propofed to bring all thefe
former als into hotchpot, and look for a new
diftribution ?

It is effential that there be in every flate, a
fovereign power, becaufe no limited authority can
embrace all the cares apon which the weliare of
the people requires a decifion. ~ Is the Irith Par-
liament that fovereign power? If it be not, where
does it refide? If itisthat fovercign power, it muft
be competent. to  determine, whether any pro-

ofition fubmitted to it, be for the good of its
fubjeltss "a'n‘.d to give it efficacy, in cale cf appro-
bation. “There would otherwife be a deficiency
of legfiﬂ%tive provifion, which is juft as prepol-
terous and abfurd, and inadmiffible, as in ordi-
nary cafes would be a failure of diftributive jul-
tice.

. Suppofe the French conftitution to be the bane
“ofthe people, and that the {ole hope of falva-
Ton is to fubmit to a Monarchy, is the fovereign
pPower in pofieflion inadequate to make that fa-
lutary
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lutary change ? Suppofe the delegated oligarch
of Berne thought fit to abdicate, are its hands tié"g :
up? By thefe do&rines, an abufe with a popular
alpet is entailed for ever ; unlefs perhaps in cafe
of a total revolution ; forno one can fuppofe that
the United Irithmen would confider themfelves
bound by our xétual conftitution.

The only queftion that can poflibly  arife is
this, which is the meafure of Union good or evi] for
the country? If the former part of the alterna-
tive be the truth, that there exifts no power coms
petent to effeCtit, is a propofition contrary te
common lenfe, and muit therefore be rejected.

The power, which a man has over his own
exiftence, may ferve to illuftrate the capacity of
a fovereign jurifdiction to make engagements - for
its extin¢tion. The law of morality does not
allow fuicide; but if it be neceflary to hazard one’s
life, the aét is juftified by the end. A man may
not thoot himfelf capricioufly ; but he may go
upon a mine, with a certainty of being blown up,
and if he faves an army by expofing himfelf, hie
condutt is heroifm.

It has been obferved with great triumph,
that without a refident parliament, we fhould
have lolt the advantage of its ativity, in
counteracting thelate confpiracy. Tapprehend the
merit of dete€ting and baffling the plots carried on
by the French party in Ireland, belongs appro-
priately tothe executive department. Documents
and evidence were laid bofore Parliament, and
fach parts as were judged proper were given to the .
public. . The Houfe of Commons overturned the
rebellion, precifely as a grand jury, when it finds
a bill = of indi¢&ment, breaks a combination
of murderers. 'The Report would haye been alike

, {olemn,
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lemn, alike authentic, and alike valuable, if it

d proceeded from a committee of the Privy

neil,

Whether the arrangement of 1982 was intended
to be final, is a queftion, on which I fhould never
have beftowed a thought, had it not happened to
bave contftituted the main fupport of Mr. Fofter’s
celebrated argument. ‘There can be little doubt,
that the Britith Parliament muft have very fin-
cerely withed tobe at eafe on the head of Irifh po-
litics. Equally muft we admit, that the Parlia.
ment of Ireland would have feen with great good
will, its influence accepted by the people. The
Parliament promifed haflily ;  but no ¢ircumfrance

i can go more direcily to prove,. that the connexion
| of opinion between the Parliament and people of
Ireland is weak, than this very fa@, that the ad-
| drefles Mr. Fofter cites, were pafle
moufly by Parliament, and yet the ink was fcarcely
dry upon them when new murmurs arofe, and rival
delegations were convened, and hoftile agreements
againft England entered into, and Parliament was
obliged to call upon the force of the ftate for its
protection. Lord Northington trod in fteps of
the Duke of Portland; his reign was far from a
calm. The Duke of Rutland, to the affair of
the Propofitions, had the fupport of the patriots
of 1782, and of the prefent day; ftill his admini(.
tration was, during that interval, among the moft
turbulent we have ever experienced. Does Mr.
Fofter fuppofe that difcontents are im material, un-
lefs thay exift within the circle of Parliament ?
3 Does he forget the very nature of thofe difcuflions
over which he prefides ? Every debate in Parl
Mmentis an appeal from the decifion of the Ho
to the feelings or the paffions of the people.
I'fhall add one more to thefe defultory obferva-
tions. Thave feen a queftion in print, and I have

heard

d Very unani-
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heard it in private converfation. © What! fome
perfons exclaim, do you fuppofe ‘there is that
magic in a fcroll of parchment, that it candraw
the bonds of connexion ftrait. Gentlemen forget
that undervaluing the fecroll of Unien, they
cry up the fcroll of annexation. Qne piece
of parchment 1s juftas valuable as the other. They
defcribe {yftems of very different operation, and
in that confifts the diverfity. I prefume, that the
real fubftance of either plan of government is the
manner in which it is likely to affe& the public
fecling. The annexation {yftem implies the go-
vernment of a party.  If the management of the
country after an Union be on principles of ge-
neral good and proteftion, this form will create
more firm attachment, and prove a more fure bond
of connexion. - '

ey 'J'!r"_w
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THE fenfible obfervations which you did me
the honour to make on my Msmoire, and the
tandid and liberal turn of your expreffions and
fentiments, impofed on me a duty which I have
long defired to difcharge. I owed an explana-
tion of opinions, which, however formed upon
full reflettion, were. rather haftily delivered ; I
owed a reply to the flile of polithed animadverfion
in which you oppofed me. Motives of conveni.
ence, and other confidetations of merely private _
import, interfered with my intention; but the
delay has not, to my feelings, been unproduc-
tive of gratification and advantage. We have
teached a moment when an amicable controverf
may with the greateft freedom and facility be
maintained. The decifion of Pailiament has re-
duced the matter of our difference to a fpeculative
queftion on the welfare of the country. I hold
it ‘to be a true, but certainly not a f{elf-evident
propofition, thatan Union with Great Britain is

e remedial change, which is peculiarly adapted
to the diforders. of the Irifh ftate, and which
thefe diforders do feem to indicate. With feel-
ings fimilar to thofe you exprefs, I too, fome time
back, fhould have revolted at the propofal to fup-

B prefs
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prefs the diftinét legiflature of Ireland. Thereis
fomewhat fafcinating in the matter of public
pride, however remote, indeed however fanci-
ful the fhare one may be fuppofed to bearin it
which fully accounts for the repugnance of many
eftimable perfons to entertain the proje&. Itis
an alteration of very great magnitude, which
merits to be coolly explained, and deliberately
inveftigated. The increafed activity of the enemy
requires to be counteradied by new combinations
and new expedients. If his power covers an €x-
tent of territory which we canuot hope, and do
not defire to emulate, it is for us to confolidate
our firength, as the moft effetual mode of refift-
ance. But the circumftances, which imprefs the
meafure upon my mind with moft forcible re-
commendation, are, firfk, theferies of eventswhich
inthe fpace of five years have pafled before us;
and next, the refle@ions that arife upon a view of
the condition and profpeéts of the country. A
credulous people, the eafy dupe of artful politi-
cians, readily enlifted in contefts for power that
do not regard them: the waving of an hand fuf-
ficed to ftir up the priaciples of difference; and
that diference {hewed itfelf malignant to a de-
gree that one never could have calculated. Shall
* be deented unwife to ‘circumfcribe the fphere of
acriménious and unprofitable difputes, and to
proted the land from their baneful confequence ?
This queftion is to be examined difpaflionately;
and T muft rejoice in an opportunity of juftify-
ing and enforcing my opinions to Yyou, and to
thofe friends who may be induced to confider
¢hem, uninterrupted by any tendency to the
warmth, which the moff calm are difpofed to feel,
when an irtevocable determipation is at hand,
very adveife to the prejudices they have beenufed
to cherifh.

You-
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You have not altered my notionsof the public
good, but you have thewn me that in the mind of
a man, who has confidered the fubje& under dif-
ferent impreflions, my ideas are expofed to ob-
jeQions of confiderable fpecioufnefs. Either I
have explored the ftate of Ireland with tou anxi-
ous refearch, and fuifered my mind to dwell too
minutely on her diftradtions; or yourexamination
has not been fufhiciently clofe, or your modes of
redrefs fufhciently radical. My aim was to catch
the general principles by which people are ufually
moved, and upon thefe only did I venture to cal-
culate, when I confidered by what impulle the
condutt of great bodies was like to be direfted.
You appear to me to expect, that the ingenuous
feelings which you bring into private life, and
which you meet there, may be converted into
rules of general 1nfluence and praétice*. Let, you
fay, the Government do this, and the Parlia-
ment that; and let the Catholics purfue this
condu&, and the Proteftants this other; and then,

all

* ]t has been repeatedly alledged that the advantages ex-
pe&ed from an Union arc theoretical. Now | appeal tojany
man of plain underftanding, which fuppofition is more
theoretical—that a conftitution which has uniforml, gene=
rated faltion and difcontent, and nothing elfe, will hence-
forward operate more benignly ; or that, correéted by an
Union, its vices will be foftened, and fuch a protective {yf-
tem be eftablifhed, as that, under which Great-Britain flou-
rifhes ? :

‘To this you will oppafe the relative profperity of the
tountry for fome years back. I propofe elfewhere, to prove
that the improverents arofe from the repeal of the Popery
Laws, which was forced upon Parliament, and from other
Wx_@#;nﬁances, which might as well have arifen under a ge-
neral, as a local legiflature § but which under the former

uld probably have fooner occurred and extended more
widely, - Every fyllable advanced again{t the meafure of an

. Union is the contraft of theory to pratice, of what might
be againft what is.



[ 3

all things will proceed admlrably “ How rich
fhould I be,” faid poor Henry in the novel, ¢ if
the States-General would pay me.” Can it ef-
cape your underftanding, that the entire difficulty
confifts in drawing thefe feveral bodiesto a fenfe
of what is mutually right, and of the ‘eondut
they ought to purfue towards one another? * . A
pronenefs to fa&tion is the diftemper of .the lifh
nation. What {cheme of relief do you offer
to remove thefe fatiguing folicitudes that agitate
the public mind? To dire& the popular attention
to different objedts? Not at all. Still preferving
cautioufly the matter and motives of difunion, you
invoke the virtues of patience and forbearance
to affuage its effets. To befure thefe qualities
are ineftimable, if they were to be attained ; but
they are the very contraft; the direct antlpodes
of the fpirit of party under which we labour ;
and to the exiftence of the one, it is effential,

that it excludesthe others; fo that the remedy
which you and {everal others infift on, prefuppofes
the extin@ion of the vice it is to be applied to.
We fhould not ftand in' need of the aid of me-
dicine, if men were uniformly temperate ; nor of
the guidance of the ftatefman, if they were wife;
nor of the difcipline of criminal juftice, if they
were virfuous. To expet that an high ftate of per-
feCtion fhall prevail generallyin a large fociety, or

fhall ~operate with any conftancy of influence,
15

* Tt isiobfervable, that in Mr. Fofter’s fpeech, this head is
utterly omitted. One might fuppofe that gentleman to have
gone ta reft when the Commercial Propofitions were difpofed
of'in 1785, ard 1o have awakened from his dream on the
rith of April, 1799 —Surely no perfon could think of

changing the conditions of government, if in the aGual ftate
of it the managemcnt of public affairs were not attended
with great difficulties and perplexity ; and furely any man
might de'iver an unanfwerable {peech, if you give him leave
to put out of the argument, whatever might furnifh a reply

to ite
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is the rhapfody of a poetic imagination. To
take as the bafis of a fcheme of policy, a difpe-
fition to propriety of condu&, in which multitudes
muft concur, is refting the welfare of mankind
on the chance of a miracle.  General rules
thould be—precautions againft indifcretion, not
provifions which require the aid of prudence to
give them effect. Every day our parties approach
nearer to an equality of confideration' and influ-
fluence; and if an aflembly be kept up, with
fcarcely any other funétion, befides marfhalling the
pretenfions of thefe partics, and giving audience
to their controverfies, no perfon of ordinary fore-
caft will enfure us fix months of harmony under
any circumitances whatever.* But of all other

| projets

* ] have feen not alittle falfe wit and reafoning difplayed
againft a very fenfible obfervation—that a defcription of our
citizens, whofe pretenfions to confequence in the ftate are
increafed by feeling themfelves a majority of the people of
Ireland, would be more eafily induced toacquiefce in efta-
blifhments derived nnder an'imperial government, of which
they woulgd be a minority. 1 will beg to enforce the res
mark by this example:

In the firft years of. the French revolution, -ail the inter-
efts of the country were warmly agitated. There were
feveral Proteftants in the Affernbly, yet no one ever heard
of parties of Catholic and Proteftant. If local legflatures
had been erected in the feveral provinces, fuppofe in Lan-
guedoc, where the Proteftants are numerous and powerful,
1t would net be poflible to prevent fuch parties from being
formed andtaking root, and becoming the principal occu-
pation of the Affembly. But a National Aflembly was
remotefrom thefe obje&s of contention; and amidfl the general
and important concerns that occupied its cares, if any mem-
ber propofed to introduce the topic, he would not be attend-

ed to.
i‘@g@p‘ governments, thofe I mean in which political af-
faurs ace difcufled without referve, are of themfelves prone
to ﬂion:—whtrc there is a difference of religion, it tends
D proportiop, as the parties are nearly balagccd, to in-
creaie this propenfity. That is a very urgent redfon to ren-
ger Ireland as little as podfible the fcene of political a&it&i‘tlg’.
e
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projeQs for appeafing civil ftrife, this {cheme
you offer of mutual kindnefs and conciliation,
founded on a fenfe of obligations conferred, and

of favours to be expedted, is the moft unpromifing. *

It requires a co-operation f{o univerfal, as cannot
poflibly be procured; it renders the difeetning
and the wife on either fide, refponfible for the
worthlels and the defperate; and whilft thofe are
labouring to eftablifh a good underftanding, thefe
are free (and they will never want inftigation) to
{quander the entire flock of merits, 1n a fingle
fally of intemperance ; in the vaft colleCtions of
men who are the fubjets of this arrangement,

there can be no [ubordination. I have dwelt .

fomewhat longer on this head, as fo many oppo-
' nents

The parties of Church-eftablifhed and Diflident difirated Po-
land, until at length, the neighbouring powers profited of the
occafion to 1aterpofe ; and, afier a dreadful havoc of human
bappinefs, they complctelyoverturned that Republic, The
parties of Church-Eftablitbed and Acminian in Holland, pro-
duced many bittér contentions and tumults, and at length proved
faral to that goverament. Religious difference exilis without
animofity in {ome governmengs, but thefe are clofe conftitu:ions.

Seotland was before the Union in a ftate of the highelt irrita-
tion, political added to religious; the difference between Epit-
copacy and the Conventiclers, like Proteftant and Cathoiic wiih
us, was artfully managed and fomented. A very ferious tumult
took place about the time of the Union, on account of opening a
church of England chapel in Edinburgh, When the politi-
cal motive was withdrawn, religious rancour fubfided totally.
Every fe of chriftians, worlhips at pretent in the prin~
cipal towns of “Scotlaud without incommeding each ether,
"There is at this moment in the fervice a very fine regiment,
compofed; officers and privates, of Scotch Catholics. Unril
very-lately a {e& was preferved in Scotland, with all the often-
tation of a regular hierarchy, who only diffented from the Church
of England, in denying his Majefiy’s tule to the Crown. By
negle&t they mouldered away, until the death of the late Pre-
tender furnithed a convenient occafion for their fubmiffion : and
{o litcle was, their former obflinacy vifited upon them, “that the
bounty, alloted by Queen Anneio the Scotch Epifcopalians;
has been tevived in their faveur, and they now enjoy It
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nentsof the Union have difcourfed in the fame
ftrain ; although it may appear fuperfluous to en-
ter into the merits of the plan, whilft the party
that preponderates in the ftate, neither by its po-
litical a@s, nor the tenor of its publications, dif-

clofes any inclination to conciliate.
Uponone fa&t all are agreed, that there is fome-
what materially aftray either in the temper, or
in the politics of our country. Some conclude
haftily and fummanrily againft the people, hoping
that the advantage of fituation may 'be fuffici-
ent to exempt them from the impeachment againft
their fpecies. Hiftorical experience teaches ano-
ther leffon, that vice, widely diffufed, is the un-
erring fymptom of a fociety defedtively orgao-
ized, or regulated injudicioufly. Are the Irith
gentry overbearing and inattentive to their infe-
riors? Are the commonality reftlefs and untrac-
table? Are their tumults ferocious? Is their ftate
of peace, a dull, indolent, infipid langor? Every
charge that can be brought againft the people,
secoils upon the inftitutions that formed their
chara&er. Three modern infurrefions of the
common people—that of Poland in- 1768, of
France from 1789 to 1792, and this of Ireland
in 1798, will be traced in hiftory by a very uni-
form courfe of atrocities. In thefe countries that
clafs of ‘men were greatly deprefled by their fu-
periors; in Flanders and 1in America they
were - permitted to participate liberally 1n
the natural and political advantages of the
country; and the rifings which took place
there, nearly within the fame period, did not
differ from any other regular hoftility. I ac-
cufe the habits and condition of my countrymen,
as well of thofe who are fpoiled by the exercife
of potwer, as of thofe on whom it bears very hea-
vily,  Their natural difpofitions differ not f;orip
thoie



[ 16 ]

" thofe of other men with whom fate has dealt more
kindly.* Whilft the adjacent nations were,_re.
folving into civilized habits, what has been the
government of Ireland, but a perpetual {cuffle
between the flate' and the people? And in that
conteft it might have continued to wafte its
ftrength for ever, if the Britifh government had
not interfered with views very different from thofe
of our domeftic rulers. The feceffion of America,
firft rendered it effential to concentrate the re-
maining powers of the empire. This inducement
awakened, in the Britith government, towards
the clofe of the laft war, a difpofition to attach the
people of Ireland to the ftate, and led to the firft
relaxation of the laws againft the Catholics, which,
like every {ubfequent meafure of the kind, was
extorted by the Crown from a relutant arifto-
cracy. The government was too intelligent not
to perceive, that however acceptable to that body,
it would not promote the caufe of general vigour
and refource to rule this Tand by force, and in
oppofition to the genius of the people. + Minif-
' ' terg

*® ¢ Nature,” fays an clegant and admired author, ‘¢ never
made an unkiod creature, © 11l ufage and bad habits have dey
formed a fair and lovely creation.”—Sreg N E.

T By laws, enafled in the reign of Queen Anne, the Catho-
lics.of Ireland, which is another name for the people, were as
to franchifes, political influence and power, reduced to the
fituation of women end children ; and as to property, they could
acquire no beneficial intereft in land, for even on the leafebolds,
which they were permitted to enjoy, the refervation of a full rent
was ftipulated. ‘This conftitutes a degree of difcountenance
e¢qual to that which aliens incur, where alienage is lealt favored.

The natural confequence of this arrangement, was to form
the nation into two cafts ; a minority, the favourites of the ftate,
who poflefied all the authority, and influence, and emolu-
ment; a majority, the mere objecs of power, unprivileged and
Outcaft, Tam warranted in calling thisa government againft
the genius of the people, :

' About
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ters fought to render Ireland an effeCtual helpwl
mate to Great-Britain, and they only could

fucceed

About twenty years ago, that part of the fyftem, which re-
lated to property was abandoned, probably on account of the
inducements ftated in the text, but certainly the confequence
was an immenf{e acceffion to- the capital and induftry of the
country, which is moft unfairly fet down to the account of the
vigilance of Parliament, Catholics, who acquired property

abroad, fettled in Ireland, and others laid out their money at
home, who would have emigrated.

Still all the avenues to honor, emolument, and political
influence were interdi&ted, and thefe conceflions on the fide of
property, (although they otherwife benefited the nation,) as they
turned men’s thoughts from an afylum in foreign countries, led
them to (peculate more minutely on the inconvenience of their
fituation at home, I take it to have been one of the wildeft pro-
je€ts that ever occurred to any perfon, te fuppote that this coun-
try might be made to flourith with fuch an obvious provocation to
difcontent. But fome ftatefmen imagine, that things go on very
fmoothly, if they are ftrong enough to fupprefs or prevent rebel-
lion. 1t never occurs to them that a nation, like an individual,
may languith under bad management, and that a ftate mufl be

robuft, to ftruggle with the buffettings of thefe times we are
placed in,

A further conceflion was made about fix years fince, in confe-
quence of ftrong reprefentations offered on the part of the Ca-
tholics to his Majefty. Bat this favour was {o warmly difputed,
thatit revived animofities thraugh the country, or tharpened them
where they appeared to have been dormant, And the conceffion
was in fome (and thefe very principal) parts, more nominal
than real. For the weight of Parliamentary intereft is fo firon
againft the Catholics, thar after all, they participate as lit:le as

-

ever in fituations of influence or advantage. .

I appreliend that it is the intereft of Ireland to bring the parties
nearer to a ftate of equality than they are at prefen:, which can
only be effeed by a change in the conflitution of Parliament,
Augment the importance of the counticsand diminifh that of the
clofe boroughs. The Church eftablithment is fecured by Eng-
land gait has, moreover, the balance of property on itsfide. The
obfjeé't 18 to put man and man upon a level in the affairs of civil
life.“Fhis appeats prefeable to the policy of raifing up one party
2gaialt another,

Another circumftance, which operatesmore immediately againit
§he repofe of ihis land, and to which I thall have cccafion to recur

again,
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fucceed by improving the circumftances of the
people.  Next came the confli&t with France,
which exemplified at once the infufficiency of the
means hitherto employed, and the urgent neceffity
of binding us to the commonweal, and to each
other, by a more impreffive feeling of affeCtion
and intereft. The feuds of the Irith wereto be
plucked up by the roots. The {yftem that cherifh-
ed thefe contentions was t0 be abandoned.

Whilft to every man out of Ireland, the ob-
jefts of our domeftic altercations ~were con-
temptible, the condition of * this+ kingdom, of
Britain, and of Europe, has given the moft alarm-
ing afpet to their confequences. . Elevated above
the confiderations of a felfith, or a local nature,
which [way individuals in this ifland, the coun-
cils of the Sovereign contemplated the mifchief
in its full egtent: and in the {pirit of a wife and
benignant difcharge of duty, the crown propofes
a plan of adjuftment to compofe the difference
for ever; the project is not to be liftened to :—
No, let us rather truft the repofe of our country
to accident, or.to romance; the diftin&nefs of
Parliament is not'to be impaired; we muft not
forego the pride of independence ! To all this
fuftian it may be replied, that to facrifice your
comfort to your pride is folly. Parliament is but
one of the forms of the conftitution, the end of
which, and the end of independence, 1 focial

happinefs ;

again, 15 the habit of fulpe&ting the members of the fubject religion.
"\ hey were very properly (nppoied to be attached to the houte of
Cruart alter the Revolution, but, ever fince every difpoficion to
that sitachmen: mult have ccafed, people are unwilling to ad-
mit that there is not {ome other aCiuating princépleof difaffection,

It is worthy of remark, that there is no oher projeét on foot,
which aims, or profeffes to aim at fuppreiling the feuds of the
Iri(h pevp:e. Thole who eppole the Union, vefire us to go onin
the old way, that s, laying the foundation of diffurbances inbad

polity, and reprefling them by fanguinary exécutions,
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happinels ; and both good fenfe, and patiiotifin

enjoin, to vary the means, if they do not correl-
pond to their deftination.

What in truth is the extent of this mdepen.
dence? and how far does it Juftify the pride and
pretenfions that are built upon it? It may not be
irrelevant to beftow a few lines upon this enquiry.
Do not expet that I fhall allow you the choice
of weapons, that has been generally made on
this occafion ; this double game of two conftitu-
tions, one for ufe, and one for argument; one
which we wield againft Great-Britain, whilt we

- {mite with the other our own prefuming popula-

tion. I muft fix you to that conftitution, which
we have been enrolled together to protet, and
which confifts with our fubmiffion to the legal el
tablithments, to the Britith crown and empire.
I prefume you will Wllllngly circumfcribe yourfelf
within thefe limits. If Ireland does really main-
tain the port and figure of an independent flate,
nothing lefs than irremediable abufe in the ¢on.
du& of public affairs, can juftify the facrifice of
national dlgmty The deed admits of no alterna-
tive :—Itis fuggefled by the molt generous feel-
ings of enlightened patriotifm, by pious fenfibi-
llty, and unbiafled dilcernment; orelle, it 1s pro-
digal and profane, and to be feve:ely reprehended.
If the pride of place, refledted from the nation
to the individual, elevates and invigorates the
charaéler of the people if they are well pro-
teCted, comfortable, and contented ; what Swit-
zerland was, with fome defells in its political ar-
i‘angenlents, but what 1t now has cealed to be,

“uthen he is a bafe traitor who, even by his fpecula-

tion, would interrupt the enviable enjoyment.
We fhall confider how that feparatenefs of legil-
lature, commonly called the independence of
[ieland, operates externally as to rank, and inter-
nali ¥
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nally as to happinefs. It will be incumbent on
me to juftify the opinion I have formed, by ftrip-
1ng our conftitution of the falfe plumage, in whi
for this occafion, falfe patriotifm dreffes it an
I hope to fhew that Ireland, in order to be prae-
tically free, ought to be incorporated with Great-
Britain. An A& of Union, framed asswe are
authorifed to expect, will prove to the people a
great charter of civil liberty. To .every other
fide I look in vain for a confolatory perfpeétive.
Our prefent ftate of connexion, is indeed, fub-
ferviency. If we agree to coafider ourfelves
blended with our fellow citizens: of ‘Britain in .2
community of privileges and pretenfions, we of
courle {tand as equals.  If ‘we reft upon the ca-
pacity: of a_feparate, but confederated people,
whilit the confederacy fubfifts, we are neceffarily
inferior. | Under the fame head, the ftate of Ire-
land will ever be fubferyvient to the ftate of Bri-
tain; but let the ftates be united, and between
the fubjeéts refident in _cither, locality cannot make
an bumiliating difference. I fubfervient, you
will reply, we are fo by our own forms. That
may be very well for the few, (for they are but
few) who draw advantages from contributing to
this accommodation; I do not fee how it can fa-
vourably affe&t the public. Upon thefe queftions
I muft invite you to decide. WasIreland at any
time decorated with the conftitution that is now
ictupt At this ' hour do we fubftantially enjoy
it ?

Ia the infancy of the prefent European [yl-
temy, it was the fate of Ireland, (whether on an
happy er unpropitious-moment, it is now too late,
and befide the prefent queftion, to enqure) to be
attaghed 1o the fortunes of the fifter ifland. At
that pericd, there was little intercoutfe even be-
tween contiguous ftates. The great continental

powers
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powers of our day, were in embrio. Spain ‘and
Germany had fcarcely introduced themfelves to
the acquaintance of thefe regions; and Traly
would have been as little known, but that it
happened to be the refidence of the Pope, and
the center of religious correfpondence. France
and Flanders were {plit into as many diftin& prin-
cipalities as there are fovereignties in modern
Europe. Let it not wound the pride of Ireland
to hear an hiftorical faét repeated, which, in her
ancient condition, andin the circumftances of this
quarter of the globe, was inevitable : pad-visatr,

L , pS o - - <5 B )

\' allgucdiaus. A remote country, not naturally
veéry potent, but rendered eminently feeble by

internal diftradlions, was neither cultivated nor
confidered by foreign princes; we did not, of

courfe, eftablifh a foundation for future notice;

: and when the commerce of ftates became more
ﬁ perfect, our nationality, with refpe@t to them,
; ‘was merged in that of England. The common,
2 Sovereign naturally reprefented his entire domi.
nion. We do not attend to internal rules between
Denmark and Norway, or to the provincial po-
licy of all’ thofe regalities that conftitute the
Spanifbvmonarchy. ‘'We do not take the troubje
to diferiminate the king of Bohemia from the
king “of Hungary, or either independent {oya.
reign from the Archduke of Auftria. In ljke
.Mmanner, the potenates who perceive in George
O o of Forasgeo Peece {0, mina
e creignty, witnefled by his ca-

- pacity to preferve his royal faith, and avenge
.. 1n others the breach of their eéngagements, ne-
ver calt their eyes beyond the Court of St

James’s,
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James’s, to learn by what cuftomary infiruments pf’
authority, he fixes the obedience of his fubjeds:
The public law of Europe recognizes no fuch
Rtate as independent Ireland; whilft the rights and
pofleflion of our executive government, are infe-
perably annexed to the Britith Crown, it cannot
recognize us otherwife than as an undifcriminated
portion of that monarchy. The ftate s repre-
fented by the prince; it is from their relation to
him, and not to Parliament, that individuals de-
rive refpect and confideration among foreigners.
Europe tock no notice of the ftates of Guel-
,derland and, Erefland,.yet . thefe -and. the other
members of the Batavian A confederacy were

perfeély fovereign.and independent among thém-

{elves; - anfomuch, -that in. thedilpute 1n 1796,
relative to the privileges of the S}&c}b_olde'fge,'
they were at war with each other: fome w€re
in alliance, and others at enmity with the King
of Pruffia, in his invafion. We only confidered
the States General, the executive Government by
whom the Republic was reprefented. Thefe fe-
parate jurildictions, are now broken down into a
fingle reprefentative Government; ftill our eyes
are fixed on the head of the ftate, we perceive
in this refpe®, nodiminution of dignity among

it’s members. |
So the Britith ftate is divided into two feparate’
juﬁfdiﬂions of legiflation, as ig .is into three.' of_
jurifprudence. Thefe are municipal eonventions
which regard only the parties. They were infti-
tuted to fuit local convenience; and upon 2 dif-
ferent fenfe of that convenience, they may, and
ought to be new modified. By the fame reafon
that there are two, there might be twenty diftinét
councils of legiflation, and the motives whicl‘?l in-
uce
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duce us to abridge the number to two, * extended
a litile further may evince, that we fhould be
more juflly governed by a fingle Parliament: N
The nature and eflence of the connexion would
not change upon an Union eftablifhment, al-
though the terms fhould be fomewhat varied ; and
as to rank, aund dignity, and 1mportance, we
have none without the circle of the monarchy;
we have no claims in that refped, but as againft
Great Britain, our co-eftate, our equal and co-mem-
ber; andI call upon any man to fhew how  the
relation of thefe nations to each other, would
be altered by an Union. = The degree of ftrength
and refource, which each part contributes to the
common ftock is the real ground, upon which it can
expect to be confidered. - Limited, as our inde-
pendence is, to a certain fphere of alion, will
you {erioufly tell me that we are more refpectable,
becaufe the {yftem of our Union is a thade or tv.o
more intricate? Altheugh to cach other, G.eat
Britain and Ireland are diftin& provinces, in the
contemplation of mankind, they already form an
incorporated ftate, under a fingle head, with all
the external appearance of an united people. Our
common prince leads us, at his difcretion, to war
and peace, with an entire conjun&ion of intereft ;
he atts and regulates jointly for us, and fupports,
1n our mutual behalf, all the offices of good and bad
¢ neighbouthood. The united Irifhmen propofed to
| introduce this ifland into the world, in the new cha-
raller of a fubftantive Government. I reje& and
reprobate their defign, with feelings fuch as might
be expected to arife in the bofom of an Englithman;
_ifia {cheme were propounded to revive, under a

% republican

P8 There were formerly, in either kingdom, two houfes of
convocation. Jiige .ot thele l.ITEmblicsfifcontinued‘ D an
from motives of convenience, to check the grotih of faction,
and avoid the mifchef of fo many dcliberative councls.
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republican form, any denomination of the Hep-
tarchy. It is too late, at the end of 600 years,
to look out for new relations and dependencies.

" Blended in races, by the intercommunity of that

fpace of time; aflimilated in manners, “in cuf-
toms, and in language, it is now too late to dif-
turb the throne of King George with the anti-
quated dignity of King Roderi¢. But then, the
abettors of this ‘plan have fomething to hold by,
in their argument for independence; whilft, to
ule the words of our a& of Parliament, ¢ the
Crown of Ireland is infeparably. knit to the Im-
perial Crown of England, ” our mouths are clofed;
this land can have no place or. influence in the
world, except what belongs to it as a member of
the empire. The conlpiraters were aware of this
difhculty, and they attacked the law; the parlia-
ment, and the conftitutien. They were perfuaded
that your veltry, or grand jury parliament, is a
falfe foundation of grandeur ; and, asnational ele-
vation was their obje&, or pretence, they quite
contiftently aimed at the eftablifh.nent of an ap<
propriate, ollenfible government, to maintain
our confequence with alien powers.  They fet up
againft the entire conftitution, thofe rights which
you oppofeonly to fuch parts as do not fuit
your purpofe. The Gallican innovators rea-.
foned juitly enough upon falfe premifes: if
that pride of nationality, which the poimcm_nsﬁof
your fchool affert only againft  Great-Britain,
were neceffary to national happinefs; if the va-
nity.of holding a rank among ftates, was either
a wile, a falutary, or a juft purfuit; then, the
means, which thefe perfons pointed out, and thefe
only, ought to be adopted. - On your‘p-rmmples,__
without the dignity of being a feparate {tate, we
have all the inconvenience Q_f_i{gg a fepar!f&sf

mere credulity to ap-,

le. IMis mere delufion,
o . prehend’
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prehend that this kingdom ftands more high 1n
general cftimation, by reafon of the bye-laws of
1t’s connetion with a people, at the diftance of
%0 miles ; fubjeds of the fame prince, in the fame
right and with the fame intereft.

The definition of our_ political eftablithment
1s, a qualified fovereignty, vefted in an affembly,
which may be a wife and virtuous fenate, but can.
not pretend to be a popular delegation. From
the law and ufage of the empire it derives a
right to bind the fubjeéts of this land. This
1s the beginning and the end of its jurif-
dition; and all the tokens and evidences of
its conftitution are not imperial, but municipal.
If {fupreme, in thé fenfe that vanity fuggefts,
why may we not a& againft any power we think
it? why not freely make .contrads. with any
ftate? why in either cafe, do we permit the duty
of Biitith connexion to bar or trammel our pre-
rogativef—We are bound by affetion. Then in.
deed, it was merely to check the devious wander-
ings of the heart, that the kingdom has reeked with
blood from the gibbet and the whipping poft. 1
am warranted in affirming, that Ireland 1s not
legally or pradtically competent to make any af-
fumption of authority which may be inconve-
nient to Great Britain.  The vote of either, or of
both Houfes of Parliament, would not prote&t a
man from the penalties of high treafon, who pro-
ceeded to Paris under that fandiion, to negociate
with the Convention. We haveno Irifh jurifdic-
tion with which any foreigner would treat unlefs
he propofed to foment rebellion; no individuals
whofe execution, for the very crime of confeder-
ating with him againft the Britith Crown, he
could refent as an infraction gf fettled law and
juftice.  Our Third Eftase i, by fundamental

ifion; which we‘cantém alter, placed beyond
(! our
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our controul, and entirely within that of the fif-
ter nation. She is enabled to employ the dire&
influence of his negative, and his indireét influ-
ence, as difpenfer of the public patronage, and
(equal in importance to either prerogative) his
fituation as reprefentative of the community, in
order to reftri¢t our independence within the li-
mits fhe prefcribes to it. How does this fettered
funGionaty refemble the reprefentative of a fove-
reign people? Whilft it fits upon incapacities and
confifcations, how can Parliament pretend to juf-
tify its rights, by 4 popular, or national title?
What, befide a deference for legal and preferiptive
eftablifhments, can render palatable fuch re-
prefentative fitions as Harnltown or Clogher ?
Numberlefs queftions of this kind might be propo-
fed without the poflibility of obtaining a fatisfac-
tory 1eply, from thofe who pretend to trace the
prerogative of parliament to a higher origin than
municipal regulation:—you cannot carry the claim
one ftep farther back, wirhout fetting up King
James’s parliament, which was declared to be a
ireafonable meeting ; and the Affembly of Confe-
derates at Kilkenny, who forfeited their eftates,
for a&ting, in viztue of an unequivocal delegation
of the pegple. Our own deeds, over and over
again, bar our claim to imperial fplendor. We
never looked upon the fceptre, but to declare our

incomipetence to wield it :*— We refigned the
lofty

# Thofe writers, who have treated of the connexion he-
tween Great-Britain and Ireland, with temper and goed
{enfe, and notin the wi'd rant of declamatory {peculition,
admir that the great queflions of peace and war, religion,
commerce and revenue, ought to be finally fettied to the fa-
tisfaction of Great-Britain. (See pamphlét by Richard Jebb
Efq. pages 24 and 25.F Now, itappears to me, that if a
feparate Parliament Be good fgr any thing, it fhould exift for

the purpofe_of giving confequence to Ireland in thefe very
deliberations.
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lofty pretenfion, when we furrendered to Kin
Henry II.—We refigned it more fully and formally
in the reign of Henry VIII. when we enated that
whofoever reigned in England, and under what.
foever colour, fhould of courfe, be the foverei 0
of Ireland. Thus admitting, that the line of
fucceffion might poffibly be interrupted by a title

differing from that of dire& defcent; and in the
fame moment, renouncing any right of option,
enquiry or difcrimination. The arrangeinent
of 17382,' merely went to remove a concurrent
jurifdi@ion of the Britith and Irith Patliaments.
It made no alteration in the rights of the Britifh
Crown, to the obedience of the Irith people. A
Atrong illuftration of this lawv of Henry VIIL. and
In exadl conformity to its do&rine, was the cafe
of Ireland under James II. That Prince fucceed.
ed to a long line of anceftors; he had, of courfe
every claim that could be derived from the moft
obvious of our prejudices. Although his adminif-
tration mtight have difgufted the people of Eng-
land, the Irith could not be difpleafed with his
meafures, for the means didnot affeé& them, and
the end coincided with their fentiments- Far
from abdicating the Crown of Ireland, he came
into the realm and challenged the protetion of his
fubje@s: The entire authority of the ftate was
pofiefled by his officers. A parliament, by elec-
tion at leaft as free, by national concurrence at
leaft as popular, as any that ever fat in Ireland,

very

delibeiations.  When thefe points are waved, matters of
internal regulation alone remain, and here itis that the Irith
Pariament is moft liable to error, on account of the partial

1asunder which it als; fo that Mr. Jebb propofes to
furrender thofe prerogatives of Parliament, which might
poflibly be ufeful, and which certainly give anmair of dig-
_ity.  And he would preferve funétions, the exercife of

which has been leaft beneficial, moft reprehenfible and moft
obnoxious.
L
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very warmly efpoufed his caufe, and a people
almoft unanimous, took up arms to defend it.  On
the other hand was King William, Invited to.go-
vern by a private deputation of Englith noblemen,
confirmed on the throne not even by an, Englifh
arliament, but by a convention of eftates, and
the doubtful acquiefcence of the people. He
claimed the crown, under an appointniént on which
Ireland was not confulted ; to which, far from
concurring,  the gave every teffimony of diffatif-
fadtion ; yet the Irith, prefuming to refit Joyalty
thus acquired, and exercifed in defpite and con-
temptof their opinion, their refiftance was treated
as rebellion, and punifhed by a very extenfive
confifcation. In the glory of that empire, of
which Ireland conftitutesa moft eflential member,
there are many things to infpire a generous pride,
an clevated confcioulnefs of dignity; but when
you detach the pride of feparated Ireland from
the aggregate fund of honourin which the entire
{late participates, l:am obliged to afk, where can
an Irithman caft his eyes to feek for the evi-
dence of his national dignity? ~We chofe a2 mo-
narch, he was.expelled ; we chofe a religion, it
was proftrated ; and adherence to the one orto
the other, wasanimaverted on by heavy. penalties.
With what prodigality was the ancient blood of
Ireland thed ? With what vindi&tive profufion was
the proprictary body diffipated? Was it, that
they, betrayed the dignity of Ireland? Noj; for
they were the Ireland of their day. Butbecaule,
prepoffeficd with this very diftin&nels, they endea-
voured to afflume the port of an integral people,
affociated, but not blended, whofe will, ex-
prefied feparately from that of England, was en-
titled to fome deference; and in purfuance of
this opinion, they thwarted the favourite mea-
fures of the empire: And had thole who capitu-
: lated

F
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lated with the Crown of England fewer and
inferior rights, than perfons who came in under
that power, and were planted and nurfed by it
into opulence? Or do gentlemen claim by a Tar-
tar tranfmigration, to inherit the pretenfions of
the men whom they wggw deftroyed? It is not
decent, to propound tenets as legitimate, which
were deemed unlawful when held by the Abori
gines of the land. The anceftors of the forfeit-
ing Irifth might indeed be prefumed to have
made terms, for their fettlement  was ante-
cedent to the royal title: upon popular no-
tions, what befide compa& with them could
give a colour to that title? Admit the Irith to be
a feparate people in right of what are called firft
principles, to which you oppofers of the Union,
have become fo fond of reforting, and upon which,
you+imagine the prerogative ot diftinct legifla-
tion ftands as on a rock, eternal and inviolate ;
vou will then perceive to what abfurdities we are
betrayed, when we travel beyond pofitive inftitu-
tions. If Britain be-an alien power, if the King’s
fubjeé&s of the fifter ifland be foreigners, there is
not a tenable eftablifhment in the country. All
the proceedings I bave recited, the fpoliation of
property included. were ty rannical and unjuft,
and ought to' be refcinded. But we are not a
feparate people, but a part of the Britifh aggre-
gate; fuch are we in the eyes of the world, and
fuch are we rendered by thefe fundamental laws,
which far from diﬁurbing, you propofe to cherifh;
and theadherents of the proferibed eftablifhments
in Ghuich and State, were a minoity of the em-
pire.. The prefent forms of Ireland cannot be de-
fended upon any other conftruction. The confti-
wtlon o your flate, even the titles of your lands,
: ments of this fact, that Ireland is actually
y Branch-ef-the undivided Empire, Whilft I
Wwiite, a law is on its way through Parliament, to

{upply
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fupply, what is fuppofed (able lawyers fay erro-
neouily, and the {pirit of the inftitution fapports
their aflertion) to be an omitted cafe in the cata-
logue of conceffions. By this bill, in cafe the
ftation of regent of thefe realms fhould at any
time become neceflary, the nomination 1s exclu-
fively conferred upon the Britith Parliament.
Oblerve, that to confirma Regent is a parliament-
ary function, and the Irith Houfe of Commons,
who refufe to be mixed with the reprefenta-
tives of Britain, muft hereadmit their body to
‘be an improper depofitary of this prerogative. I
do not notice with difapprobation any act that
binds, or affects to bind the fifter nations to each
other. But ] ground upon this avowal, an argu-
ment againft the propriety of preferring a fepa-
rate, to an United Legiflature, when it muft be
‘admitted, that the former can, only by its facrifi-
ces, reconcile 1ts exiftence with that of the Empire.
I ground an argument upor it of the abfurdity of
cherifhing that tribunal, as a piece of pational
importance, which gentlemen acknowledge, unfit
to exercife the high prerogatives for which it de-
mands our reverence. I fee no paramount or
pre-eminent token of confideration, referved to
Ireland except the droit de potence;®which is, in-
truth, poflefled in ample plenarty. And as I
cannot difcover, that our national dignity is ad-
vanced, by being governed by the poffeflor of
the Englith Crown, and a feparate legiflature;
neither can I admit, that we thould be debafed,
by the rule of the {fame prince, and a general de-
legation from every quarter of the empire. I
have endeavoured to argue this queftion, with

a view
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2 view to {hew that the incorporation, now pre-
pofed, is no material deviation from the fettled
pradtice, under which our anceftors have lived
for generations ; and that it imvolves no matter
of deliberation, except that care of the public
weal, by which every legiflative act is, or ought
to be dire®ted. Prudence {hould decide whether
the affairs of the empire are like to be better con-
duéed on the fyftem of a fingle, or of a double legil-
ture ? Inthe fhape of a point of homor the re-
fletion is idly and intemperately urged, however
it may deferve to be maturely weighed, as a confi-

deration of expediency. = * '
There are men who will call this flatement,
(may I venture to pronounce it fairly fupported
by fa& and argument ?) a diminution of my coun-
- try’s honor. It is eafy to perceive for what pur-
pofe they enlift thefe lofty pretenficns in their fer-
vice. Let them be fuccefstul, and you will only
trace the claim in the punifhment of a deluded
multitude, who are attracted by the name,and who
cannot fo teadily caft away their predileétions.
High-founding appellations coft little; they may
be beftawed with indifcriminate facility on any
caufe or party..  There are thofe among the op-
pofers of the Union, who would cry up the go-
vernment of Turky, if they happened to be
bafhaws, and find the golden dreams of republican
felicity realized in Venice, if fate had placed them
among its ariftocracy. If it be true that neither
dignity, nor convenience are attached to our po-
litical condition, what motive can there be to fup-
prefsa fa&, to us effential to be underftood ? Is it
the honor of Ireland to raife falfe conceits of a
grandeur that does not exilt, and draw the people
by meansof it from the purfuit of their genuine
welfare? Is it honourable, in order to render us
lefs than we oughtto be; to flatter us with the no-
tion
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tion of being fomewhat more than we are? No,
the ambition, the pride, the profit of individuals
are thus held out, as the dignity and public good
of Ireland; and will you be the deluded and de-
luding accomplice of that error ? Not a peafantbut
1s trampled to the earth, 'if he prefumes to rear his
creft in the {pirit, nay in the letter of your claims
to independent right. and of your jealoufies againft
Great-Britain. ' T have laid down the conftitution
of Ireland, not as carved out or enforced by our
potent fifter; but as it ftands, the creature of our
own legiflature, deliberately adopted by the high.
minded Parliament of 1482, in the full career of
victorious triumph. I 'defcribe our political ef.
tablifthment, not as any gentleman pleafes to deco-
rateit to his own imagination, but as it practically
and {ubftantially exifts; as it has been interpret;
ed throughout that copious catalogue of con.
filcations which_,gompofes the hiftory of this hi.
therto unhappy ifland ; as it formed the flandarg
of guilt and innocence before King Charleg’s
Court of Claims, and the prefent commiflioners
for fuffering loyalifts. You may repair to Vine.

ar-hill, and utter fighs for a purer independ_ence;
but clearly the prefent conftitution of Ireland can.
not be fupported on the foot of pride; for the
Prince who reprefents the flate, is the point to
which pride fhould be directed ; and in that refpe&
the union with England -has been complete for
fome centuries. * The conftitution you defend, is
that which neceffitates dependence. Sicily, Spain,
_ Achaia were provinces to Rome. They were ad.
miniftered by a Proconful fent from the center of
the empire, whofe proceedings were guided by in.
firuétions from the metropolis.” The inhabitants
of Italy flood in a very different relation 1o the
Republic. They enjoyed common franchifes with
the aflual refidents of Rome, forming, like them,

A . - | | . a con-
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a conflituent part of the fupreme authority. The
* former was the fubcrdinate ftate, the latter the

participating people. The firft, is the condition
in which Ireland is aétually placed ; the fecond,
that to which an Union would advance her+*
Although the policy of a diftin& parliament
confers no external confequence on Ireland, the
mmflitution muft be put to another teft, and there
perhaps, its merits will be confpicuous. I mean
to turn to our domelftic fituation. - The mediocrit

~of rank will fit lightly on the friend to Ireland,

if, in the abfence of oftentatious fplendour, he
fees peace, content, and comfort—the confola-
tions of oblcurity. We muft then look for
the kind effects of parliamentary vigilance in 2
profperous flate of fociety; in provifions for the
people’s happinefs ; we fhall find it illuftrated in
the liberal confidence that a free people repofes in
the delegates of their choice, and their chearful
fubmiffion to an authority they approve of. Affec-
tionate folicitude for their conftituents, will dif-
tinguith the reprefentative body, and frank ac-
quiefcence be the charafleriftic of the {ubject.
%overnments which are not powerful, S
ufually feeies m being paternal.—
Really, if the ftate of Ireland prefents this pic-
ture, it Were facrilege to deface it. What is
the fact? Iris on this fide our wounds are green :
It is here the poignard has been driven home, and:

- évery expectation’ moft miferably falfified. Such

18

that Ireland was to become
a province by an Union ; the Catholics are in this fenfe, at pre-

fent provincials to the imperial Proteflants: the Protefrants are
provingials to the more impzrial borough-holders, Now if the
fuperiority of each part over the other he removed, the good ofthe

.multitude, upon whom this advantage would be conferred, more

than compenfates (o the nation for (he diminution, if any, of its
Tuftre.

Scilicet ut Tarmo congingat R-.-gi:} conjux.
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is the ftate of fociety in Ireland, fuch the eternal
firuggle between 1ich and poor, not unlikethe
wars waged between the Indian tribes, and the
back fett%ements of North Ameuica, that if the
medfure of our pride were full, and that we were
eminently diftinguifhed among nations; it would
be wifdom and compaffion to renounce our tro-
phies, and feek in an humbler rank, a milder and
more praéticable rule of polity. = Perhaps you
will tell me that we have Britith laws and inflitu-
tions. We certainly have ;- andithe refult of thefe
parallel eftablithments, with regard to fecurity, to
rhe confideration of the individual, and to civil ac-
commodation in general, is, in the one country,
the very contraftof the other: It hereis dilcontent,
and there fatisfaion. How will you reconcile
thefe faéts? My folution of the difficulty is, that a
chain of circumftances which I fhall prefently enu-
merate, rendered the eftablithment abortive as ta
Ireland; that the fyftem was laid upon a bafis not
calculated to phold the fuperftruéture. Tfeel
that I do not addrefs thefe refleétions to a man,
who would think panegyrics on Parliament cheap-
w-hy»made at the expence of the people’s character.
Such patriots aré however-to-be foends? and th

!

will attribote the failure of civil fociety in this

land. to that common place inveltive, the perverfe
temper, and evil difpofition of the Irifh. « General
acculations,” faid upon fome occafion our illuftris
ous countryman, (that luminary of Europe, whom
Heaven has withdrawn to the repofe of his exalted
virtue) ¢ although they involve many, are only
conclufive teftimony agdinft oner” I dWery
afiertion founded on the prefumption of general
charafler, exilting independent of collateral caufes,
not produced, nor fubject to be changed by them.
Man is every where moulded by the fituation in
which be is placed, and from the thriftieft buf-

bandman,
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bandman, to the moft prodigal wanderer on earth,
he is uniformly the creature of the circumftances
that a& upon him. We have been placed under
bad laws, and the effeét is matter of aftonifhment.
Remove this Irithman, whom they accufe of indo-
lence to a new Icene, and to the influence of kind
encouragements, and mark theadiive enterpriie by
which he is diflinguithed. Inebriety and idlcuefs
in our common people are not the caufe, bat the
effets of our public diforders ; upon thefe the (hort
fighted patriot may difcharge his fpleen with una-
vailing indignation, whilft the root of the mifchief,
the fyltem remains unmolefted. Gentlemen muft
recolle&, that the humble man has his value: In
focial life a funétion of high, of very highimport-
ance is affigned to him. Some means muft be de-
Lvifed to'alliy the fever of yigilance, fulpicion and

+ jealoufy,and o correct the habit of buly intermed .
“dling which difturb:him.  Perhaps you will doubt

“the reality of this officious harrafling? You are

not converfant with ‘the parts of the country it

“infefts. It is not to be met in the metropolis,

nor generally in the cultivated feats of the linen
~manufature. You do not witnefs the evil, nor
“hear the complaifit of thefe who feelit. 1f you
feck for information, you are likely to conlult the
man, who exempt from the lath himfelf, and not
employing ity is inadvertent to the condudt of
others. Mhe law gave to a part of the people ma-

gifterial'powers overanother. The law has yielded

to a better fenfe of public good. But, though the
letter of the law does ‘not give them the ufual

. eountenance, fome men are found,. enough for

~»the purpofes of liritation, tenrcious of theie magif~
‘terial habits; and fuch men will be found, autii a

_ Ta‘gz:al change of maxims thall render their pofi-

tion untenable. - Do not fupvole 1 mean to level

this geénfure agaiglt “dby’ religious deferiprion.

ke 6 i T Thole
L

.
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‘Thofe who err in the exercife of powef; nm’& of
courle belong to that divifion, to which pc

‘confined, but furely the men of whom I fpeém:
a minority, a narrow anddefpicable minority.—

How have I rambled in this defcription! Let the
man in humble life be proteéted, and treated with
regard, and he will be frugal. * If he is'to be re-
ligious, communicate to him fome Abeﬁﬂ'ﬁnpref-
fions, than thofe he hasreceived. If you cannot
fucceed in this attempt, or will not try the expe-
riment, do not weaken his attachments, treat with

refpect the things and perfons he s ufed to reve-
the Great \Henry_,

rence.* <« May I live, faid

Xyl

m at nis

‘to feeevery Mantinf&?
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in comfort.”™  Let them come tQ the fight! is the
war-hoop of Ireland.

More penalties have been ordained in this king-
dom fince the commencement of the 18th century,
than in any other country during any fpace of
time whatever. And the refult, as might moit
naturally be expected, was to leave the people in
their primitive condition, as to manners, as to
comfort, and cordiality with the government. The
end of legiflation elfewhere, is to prote@ man
againft man ; but here it was an enirenchment
thrown up, in order to fortify one people againft
another.{ I do not propofe cither to juflity or

( N impeach
ey | & et

iy will not fubft

‘ BTTE L

have before me, ex-

‘and good fenfe the fentiments I
_ﬂ :  tranfcribe his words. Speaking of
4§ liberty granted'by the Emprels Maria Jheréfs,
as been obferved even in jt,f firft operation, 'to

ly in Hungary, the happieft effects

&y
¥ L1C

o Mmunion ( are thofa £ Moays bufy att
to grieve and harrafs even the beft of the other. - The taking
- away of this ynnatural and ill-beflowed power has frongly ope-

. rated
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tmpeach the {fate expediency of thefe proceedirigs;
In a general fyftem of feverity; poffibly no parti-
cular meafure might have been mifplaced; one
harfh exeriion of authority created the neceffity
of another. They were the laws of war, they
were the lines and outpofts of a garrifon. Be it
that thofe rigid courfes were neceffary to prote
the recently acquired property, you will net there-
fore require of me to receive them, a5 a peace
effablifhment of morality. I is liloug;h for my
argument, that tu the agency of the: Irith legifla-
ture, a competent caule is to beaffigned for the
ill-condition of its fubjeéts, TheBritifh branches

gry legiflation, but neverio :fxszz,..te»t;
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After the revolution war, the fpirits of the Irith
were completely broken: It is impoffible to fup-
pofe, that withthe aid of a conciliatory adminiftra-
tion, they might not have been rendered ufeful and
obedient fubje&s to the new fucceflion. The High-
land clans engaged rather more zealoufly in the
caufe of the houfe of Stuart. They felt the wrath
of the government which they had exalperated;
but precaution and punifhment were temporary,
and a calm was permitted to fucceed. . That bul-
wark of the empire, which Scotland is, Ireland
would have become, had fhe been blefled by a
fimilar policy ; and refourcelefs as we are, would
Scotland have remained, had the grantees of for-
feited eftates been negligently permitted to eftab-
lith themfelves in the government, at once inde-
pendent of the crown and of the people, and with
their powerto tranfmit their jealoufies to pofterity.*
The propriety of thefe forfeituresis no queftion for
modern inveltigation. They come to us fanétioned
by the laws of property, and facred let them. re-
main for ever. Butl may be permitted to lament
the confequences of the event. I may be permitted
to arraign the inexpedient policy that accompa-
nied it. - When England changed the property of.
this land, the ought to have taken meafures. to
prevent the clafhing of the old and new preten-
fions. ' Againit the old indeed, the effectually pro-
vided, but took no precaution againft the proba-

st k! ble

* It is ftrange that when gentlemen impeached the elli-
cacy of the Union, on the evidence of the Scotch rebellions,
they did not' perccive the inference to be direltly againft
their opinion. The Union-government could not be put to
a better teft than this. It has withdrawu the Scotch from
anancient prepofleflion, which three times prompted them
to take np arms, and under which they were on many occa-
. fonsready to ad, if cifcamftances permitted. See Lockart’s

-~ Memoirs. ;
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ble errors of the new. She gave us a’ goverf-
ment of hereditary alarmifts, whofe minds, fatigued
with the eternal apprehenfion of reaflumption,
would never fettle, and would never permita ﬁ%ﬂ‘e-
ment to form about them. Your notions of olitical

right will probably be fhocked at my affertion, that
fimple monarchy, without 'reprefentation, ‘had
been preferable to the reprefentation of “aparty.

Soat the prefent day, a reprefentition, which does

not tell for all deleriptions of the people, is better

altered thanadhered to, for itcan never produce an

impartial and uniform adminifiration.

It was religion fay fome ; it ‘was democracy
fay others, the prevalent petverfion of the hour,
and franfitory as its caufe, which alienated the.
peoplefrom their duties.* Give me leave fo af-
fert that it was neither the one nor the other. A’
principle was planted in our conflitrtion, whenis
réceived the feeds of life,"and unfolded itfelf at
matuarity. It was foftered by the manifold dif-
couragements under which the common Irifh Ia-
bour, by'the intercourfe between fquire and pea-
fant,"and by every thing that throws ‘into the
hands of the former an exorbitant authority; it
was the réfult’of that fentiment, fo frequently.
difavowed; yet {o affiduoufly encouraged, that
the mafls‘of the people.are tobe fufpected. Re-
ligion, it i§ tine, was the ditéfiword of dilconn-.
tenance; the vidiories of the French Répﬁi’ﬁ}gg’

e fuggefled

* A Queflion 1s very often put, why may not the Irith Parlia-
ment invefligate and redrefs the grievances of the country ?
why could not the French ndbility, affembledin their chambers
of notables, redrefs the inconvenience of the people ? Beqau('e,
joined.to all the other difficulties of drawing them to the difcuf-
fion, one of the moft inconvenient thinos in the ftate was their
‘own conftitution.  An Incorporating Union is the only change
that can bemade in Ireland, eonfiftent with the fecurity of the-
propertied, and the rational encouragement of the non-propertied
clafles.
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luggefted a time for infurreion, and the intrigues
of that government opened a probability of fuc-
cour. Butthe agents of France had nothing to
Create; they found a vigorous fpirit of infubor.
dination. They found confidence circumfcribed
within narrow limits ; the pale of property fome-
what wider; but then, an immenfe gulph be-
tween the rich man and Lazarus, beyond the

confines of which, no attachment to the ftate was

know m—&ﬂk&ﬁﬁw
ﬁmm-ﬁom-iea Let me induce you to afcer-

tain the fa&, by pafling with me in 2 flight fur-
vey of our modern ‘?iﬁory.

Fram the clole of the Revolution war, by the
furrender c f Limerick, to the acceflion of George
the Third, this country evjoyed for near feventy
years, a ceflation of hoftilities; no fterility ; no
ravages of famine, peftilence or enemy; no aflign-
able caufe of backwardaels,«but " what arofe
from political circumftances. It is ufual to im<
pute a great-deal to the commercial reftritions-;
but how many diftri@s are there, equal in fize™
to Ireland, in which no interchange of commo-
dities is known beyond the rude produce of the
earth ? And yet the boors or peafantsare at peace
with themfelves, and with their fuperiors, and
live in the coarfe comfort of ruftic competence,
and himple civilization. Here feventy years of
calm, only prepared the way for thirty-five
years of infurre@tion, There was in Munfler
an annual rifing of White Boys, from 1763, to
1776 5 whillt the propertied claffes were arrayed
1 atms, during the war of America, this other
difor%‘et ceafed; in 1785, it again broke out by
the name of Right-Boys. From about 1786, to
a recent date, under the very nofe of Govern-
ent, an open war was waged in the count};_

o
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of Armagh* between Proteltants and Catholics,
until the latter were completely rooted. out; -and
fent through the land to diffeminate difaffection
againft the government, which had permitted thefe
excefles. In 1792 and 1793 there was a rifing
in Louth, Meath, Limerick, Rofcommon, Leitrim,
Weftmeath; befides Hearts of Oak, and Hearts
of Steel, Peep of Day Boys, and Defenders,
United-men and Orange-men. ~ Were the exam-
*ple®or the confagion, ‘o the infrigiies ofdF rar;g,
acceflary to thefe mifchiefs, thirfy yéar§"Before
the revolution of France was thought of ¢ Our
Parliament has undoubtedly=never been niggard
of remedial penalties, jebeoss - s
DeSorTShegaeren, T’ NE=FeraTE ¢ DBut no
preventative was enquired after. The difeafe re-
curred with unabated vehemence, and will never
ceafe to recur, until the tenure of power be ge-
nerall the objectionable occupants
t lther varied, or correct-

_{it;) and until the government be rendered itrong
in behalf of the neglected peafant, againft thofe
who immediately interfere with him. -I'feel
that details ate invidious; let us avoid them
by ftudying the cale of our country in the analo-
gies of other nations. Why have Greece and

Traly degenerated?t Why does the Mameluke
‘ | * government

condu@ of thé Rritith ‘Houofe

of Cammons, could it be fuppofed that open hoftility fhould be
carried on for months, battles publickly fought, and notices
given to perfons, under penalty of death, to quit their habicaions,
in any territory, - fubje to its jurifdiction, without parliamer=
tary inveftigation and redrefs ? s ‘

¢ Lt us exemplify this matter by a more recent change,
compare the Engiith of the prefent day with thole under Henry
11, Edward V1. Mary and E izabeth.  This people, pow {o
humane, indulgent, learned, free, and 1nduftricus, fuch lovers
of the arts and philofophy, ‘were then nothing more than a na-
tion of flaves, inhuman and {uperftitious, without arts, and with-
out indufiry.”—Helvetius’s Treatife on Manp.

# From what we know of the

]
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government in Egypt produce the moft wretched
fubjefls in the world? From thefe you may pafs
to another queftion of as ealy folution. Why
is the eredulity of the Irith open to receive ime
preflions from every impofior who promifes to im-

. prove their circumflances? Why are they fo

ready to exclaim—we may profit, but we cannot
fuffer from a flate of turbulence ?

Summary jurifdition has crept upon us, until
at length, the trial by jury is univerfally fulpend-
ed. To what extent the arbitrary difcretion. of
magftrates is permitted, let thofe bills declare, by
which they are indemnified and re-indemnified,
We have peopled the navy with malcontents 3 we
bave colonized with them the outcaft fettlement
of NewtHolland; we now call in the aid of Prufe
fian difeipline to their correction : merely to keep
the veflel of the fiate afloat, we have been con-
frained to throw over board the moft ufeful and
valuable effe&s. Asto the neceflity of thefe mea-
fures, take conceflions the mofl ample, they only
tend to ftrengthen my argument. The partition
is flender between Governments who voluntarily
employ force, and thofe to whole exiftence force
has become effential. T admit, that come whence
1t may; the fanaticifm of revolution was to be re-
prefled with vigour. My argument and my con-
clufions runin a very different dire@ion. You
do not wifh . to govern by violent means, but fo
completely are the [ubje@s alienated from your
government, thatthefe means are not to be difpenf-
ed with. . Then in the name of common fenfe, 1s
this the eulogium of the principles upon which our
{tateis conftituted ?* Is it to fland on this foun-

), ' D 2 dation ¢

i ) very judicious pamphlet on this {ubje®, under the title
of “ A Friend to Ireland.” 1 have noticed an argument,  which
May acquire {ome currency from the manner in which it is pglf,

‘ ¥ > ut
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dation? Great Britain has been affailed by the {ame
epidemiciage for innoyation; yet fhehas not been
conftrained to alter the landmarks of her conftitu-
tion; a well afforted. diftribution of powers pre-
ferved the popularity of her government. Power 1s
not judicioufly balanced inthis kingdom, and popu-
larity never was fought for; enquire of that com-
prehenfive chain of difabilities that runs through
your ftatute book, whether the favor of the people
was ever efteemed or cultivated by the men who

regulated this ifland. Afk it of your annals.
T ‘ The

but when examined, will bg found to make againft the caufe it is
employed to vindicate. The author touches us on a peint,
where we ought to be fenfible; the adminiftration of juftice,
He compares the condutt of the Britifh Parliament, on the com~
plaint made of the fentence agaiaft Mr. Muir, Mr. Gerald, and
others, convidted of fedition, with the proceedings of the Infh
Houfe in the matter of the Fiats iffued againft Mr. Magee, and,
the exhorbitant bail required of him. In the former cafe, the
i!udge, he fays, wasapplauded, in the latter only ¢¢ not cen-
ured.” '

In the Scotch caufe, the judges were vindicated, as alting in
frict conformity to the law of the land, and the Houfe of Com-
mons {anctioned their proceeding. In the Irith cafe, no perfon
ventured to utter a fyllable in detence of the judge, and ne-
verthelefs he came off with impuninity. The proceedinf%
in Scotland, rarher refembled the attachment caufe again
Mr. Stephens Reilly, which came into Parliament, and
was defeaded there on controverted authorities.  There
were other complaings made, before the cafe of Magee, againit
the adminiftration of juftice, but I do not find that the magif-
trates incurred cenfure. At prefent we hear no murmur of dif-
fatifaion on this head, thanksto the fortunate fele@ion of
judges, which is not a parliamentary prerogative. i

Now, 'let me fay one word, for the different execution of
the law in both countries, Here, it generally requiresan armed
force to take poffeflion of the land, under Jegal authority,  The
great Douglas caufe, both on account of the rank of the parties,
and the value of the eftate, created the moft univer{al intereft
through Scotland. When the hou{!c of Peers made its decifion,
the decree of pofieffion was carried into effet by the Sheriff un-
accomp.nied. v X

"1t was not until after the Union, that the ufe of torture in
Scotland was abolithed by the united legiflature.
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‘._i'h'c repre_fc:nting. body has lived near a century in
open hoftility with the reprefented, and exhaufted
againft them the whole artillery of penal legiflas
tion. To my mind, the inference is irrefiftib} '
againft the form of political eftablifiment, that
arofe under thefe difadvantages.

Which right of an Irith citizen will be abridged,
which will ceafe to flourifh, in confequence of an
incorporating Union with Great Britain? Not the
trial by jury. Not the privilege of free inveftiga-
tion. Not the lecurity of perfon and property.
Let me put it to the confcience of any man, who
is pleafed to beftow a moment’s notice on thefe
remarks, will the {cheme of government they re-
commend, interfere in the moft. remote degree
with his comforts, with his means of induftry, and
with his independence? Willit imipofe, thould the
meafuretake effect, {fubférviency on any individual ?
Will he be lefs than he now is, mafter of his
thoughts, or of his adlions, of his pride, or of his
property? Certain Gentlemen do not choofe to
forego their patliamentary fituations, and otherg
wifh to keep the avenue open for their ambition.
Of all others, it is ungracious in thofe, who never
winced at coercive feverities; to oppofe a meafure
offered as the bafis of conciliation, and as the
means to prevent in future the lamentable necefli-
ty of thele examples.

- I am aware that fome of théfe opinions may be
liable to milconftruétion, and in a political contro-
ver(y one is not to expect candour in every critics
Perhaps [ fhall be rteprefented as difpofed to pal-
liate the late rebellion; or to impute the blame of
it, to either the executive, or fuperintending
branches of government. Nothing can be further
from my intention. I do uwot mean to blame
either the prefent, or the late, or any particular
Parliament ; neither do I impute any where a de-

ficiency
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ficiency of good defigns and private virtues. ‘Fhe
truth is, that the perfonal qualities of mdividuals
are loft in the irretrievable difficulty of political
cotuation. In. the actual circumitances of our
“conftitution, Ireland cannot, without exertions
more than human, be effectually ferved by herre-
prefentatives.  Our Parliament, like the late
Court of France, is the center of a fyftem that
goads and irritates the people, and which never
can ceafe to-draw down on Licland a repetition of
the difafters we have wiinefled:~ That fyftem
branches too widely to be counteracted by bene-
ficent intentions, however prevalent; in any of its
members. Partial agencys or temporary efforts
are inadequate to correct the general mifchief. It
was not the fault of Lewis XVI. that his fubjects
were withdrawn from their allegiance. It was
not the coniequence of acts of harfhnefs, pro-
ceeding from the monarch, orfrom thofe whe co-
operated. with -him in the duties of legiflation,
Although not fo actively benevolent, the inten.
tions of Lewis X¥. were not lefs upright than
thofe of hisfucceflor. The game laws, the ¢ol.
lection of the revenue, the power of fubaltern men,
the habitual contempt of the lower people, the de-
fective conftitution of g moble caff, widely diffufed
through.all the claffes of life, and interfering with
the piide and ambition, and with every otber
pretenfion of men, whofe birth was not. adorned
by privileges,* all thefe concurring circumftances
of irsitation had acted long and fenfibly upen the
people, and when the fyren voice of reform found-
ed in their ears, they liftened to its promifes and
were feduced. ' - SRR S

I can
* Where t]lgy were not thwarte d’ the role of the Pretch gentry

was aﬁtﬂinngtc and gentle, but it was. capric ousaaddid n 1
breok o pofition,
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I can account for the perverfion of the public
mind, both in France and Iréland; but I do not
regard with lefs horror the outrages, to which
it led; nor would I recommend in either cafe
lefs. activx"t'y_ in repelling the licentioufnefs. that
arofe fromit. If the King of France had, on the
firlt appearance of infubordination, employed,
like the Brifith Monarch, his hitherto untdinted
force, he had acted well and wifely for humanity.

But indeed, he would have been unpardonable,

if he had fat down after his victory, to that very
conftitution, to which the refractory temper was,
with juftice, to be attributed., To the good
fortune of fubduing his mifguided {ubjects, our
Sovereign adds the nobler enterprife of reclaiming
thema* The riot of Paris, and that of London in
1780, ought to have been fupprefied by the fame
mealures ; but the fornier {hould have given oc-
cafion to a ferious train of reflections; which the
latter, the moft groundlefs perhaps and unpro-
voked of all popular rifings, did notin any rel-
fpect call for. The caufes, that tend to produce
diforders and commotions in the ftate, are matters
for the confideration of the ftatefmen, not of the
magiftrate. Let civil fociety at all hazards be pre-
ferved ; but examine by what means civil fociety
tame to be thus imminently in peril. = Neither the

views of the leaders in this late confpiracy, nor

the temper- of thofe who took the field, could

have anfwered the purpofe of improvement to this

country.  Their fuccefls, dearly purchafed by the
miferies of war, waged at our own doors, and be-
tween the tendereft connexions, could have only
added to our other calamities, the dominion of a
people, who in many countries have tafted of

' power,
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power, and in all abufedit; or, if fortune favored
the infurgents again(t their ally and their enemy,
their climax of vicorious hope would be the
anarchy of an armed mulitude. With them no
terms were to be made; from them only defolation
was to be expefted. What then ?—~Means inad-
miffible were employed. Is the improvement to
be rejected, which is fafe and practicable ?-

I muft offer my proteft againft another mifcon-
ftruction.  Let not my ébjections to our mode of
limiting the monarchy, be deemcd an impeach-
ment of the principle. We are not fo fituated,
that it thould be neceffary to decide between a2
government of will and caprice, and the rule of
law and courfe of fettled juftice.* Politieal, is the
bulwark of civil liberty. I have learned as much
as any other perfon to reverence that form of
fociety, under which the fifter nation has rifen
to unparalleled profperity. 1 admire the fyf-
tem through all its branches and inflitutions ;
but if in the entire mechanifm I were to
felect that article, which appears moft effential
fo the perfection of the whole, I fhould point
without hefitation to Parliament, and applaud the
utility of that inflitution, which, revifing the

- exercife

¥ "The gentleman, to whom this letter Ts add reffed, imputed

to my former pubiication, the confufien of civil with pelicical
hiberty, 1 apprehend that I am not guilty of that error; but [
confider 1he ftate icfelf to exift merely for the good of the indi-
viduals who compofe it.  Pclitical liberty, or the privileges of
the flate, is copfiquently inferior to civil freedom, or the advan-
tagés of the indiiiduais, “The former is the means, the latter is
the end..” The ‘ase is merely fublervient and auxiliary to the
other,. adopt Mr. Hume’s f{entiments on this fubject,  \We
are to look upon all the vaft apparatus of our Governinent, as
having u!timazely no other objcct or purpofe but the diftribucion
of‘_j-_;{_{ic: 3 or in other words, the fupport of the twelve
TJsoges™Kirgs and parlizments, feers and rmies, Minitters,
and Privy @elnfeilors, areiall in t}%ir?ﬂa‘ﬁxb&ww&i!

pait of Adminidt;aon"—Efay on Government

-
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exercife of authority, corrects its tendency to de+
generate. My argument was directed againft the
fuperfluous extenfion of the principle of Parlia-
mentary controul, and againft an unprofitable and
delufive imitation of Britith forms. When we
pronounce this juft eulogium on the Britifh go-
vernment, that it is calculated to provide for li-
berty,* and correfponds to its deftination, we draw
the line with accuracy, that difcriminates it from
our own. I am not indifferent to political freedom,
nor inattentive to the means by which it is to be
procured, or to the value of the enjoyment; but
I muft not therefore be expected to purfue my
object through obftacles, to which a difference of
circumf{tances has given rife, and which that dif.
ference renders infurmountable. Is he the enemy
of liberty who fays of France, that itis not free,
or of Athens that it was not happy? There are
few fhades of diffimilitude between the conftitu-
tions of America and France, but there is a dif-
parity in the habits of life, and in the divifion of
property ; need I tell you how unlike is the agency
of either government upon its fubje@s? The
very inftitutions, under which Rome fourithed at
one period, after a change of manners, proved
her weaknefs, and the caufe of her deftruétion.
The civil privileges enjoyed under the Britith go-
‘vermment are of univerfal application; but the
Britifh_diftribution of powers is not adapted to

many

* A political writer of very and defervedly bigh repu-
tation, has made an eulogium on the Englith conftitution to
which I fo fully accede, that I am willing to yield the argu-

_ment, if the defeription can be made to apply to the govern.
ment of Ireland. ** The Britith Government is the on!
on2 in the annals of mankind, which has aimed at diffufing
liberty through a multitude of people, fpread dver a wide

extent of territory.”—Profeflor Millar’s View of the Englith
Government,
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many countries; and {till contemplating the ab-
{fence of thofe leading interefts, which are deftined
in that fyftem, to be the proteéion of the people, I
muft clafs Ireland among the exceptions.  Neither
Wales nor Scotland appear to me to afford proper
materials for a mixed monarchy, but both nations
enjoy that advantage, engrafted on the capability
of England. Ireland flands, at lcaft as much as
the latter, in need of this affiftance. Youdo not
a& in the {pirit of enlightened atachment, but in
a ridiculons and pedantic bigotry, when you chain
yourfelf down to the forms of Britith lberty.
Y ou ought to propofe for your object the focial
happinels, that thefe forms confer; and you {hould
purfue it by whatever means it is moft eahly at-
tainable; The pradice, as we ‘have before ob-
{erved, is wofully at variance with the theory of
our ‘government. When it is attempted to recon-
cile them by merely internal regulations, difficul-
ties occur, which are not to be approached with-
out the imminent hazard of anarchy ; whilft nei-
ther the ftate is endangered, nor are its material
inftitutions, by incorporating the legiflative coun-
cils of the empire; and by that meafure the pow-
ers and influences would be cleared away, which
affec the people unfavourably # Let mre add, that
this circumftance of diftip& and independent au-
thorities in the fame ftate, is anomalous, in hif-
tory. All other goveramentshave tended to. uni-

ty 1in. legiflation. " : |
But this inaptitude of Britifh inftitutions to the
Irifh ftate, pafles generally unnoticed in our p_olltxal’
ca

& I mean diftin&ly to affert this propoﬁ'tion, that an
Union with- Great Britain is calculated to produce the bene-
ficial confequences of a reform in Parliament, without
sthrowiag into the democracy of the country a weight or
power, which -the experience of the age convinces us, 1S
not to be exercifed without abufe, or conferred without in-

difretion.

B T ——
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~cal circles. Itis there prefumed, that to make
ample provifion for liberty and happinefs, we have
only to copy the code of England; whilft to that
degree do circumftances vary, that inthe exact-
nefs of the tranfeript we'generally lofe the {pirit
of the original, and the wideft difparity is to be
found in the effects of regulations, which to the
incurious obferver feem to correfpond moft cri-
tically. = For inftance, the law which limited
the duration of Parliament. Until the year 176%,
every member of the Houfe of Commons held his
feat for the term of his own life-or for that of the
King ; it then was enacted that every eighth year a
new Parliament fhould be elected. There was
no appearance of partiality upon the face of
this meafure; yet it was felt in fome parts of the
country as a {courge ; in others it was wholefome,
in others again an indifferent regulation; juft as
. county elections happened to be affected by it. .

Where the people generally were Proteftants, ( I
fpeak of that time when the Catholics were uni-
-verfally difqualified from the franchife of electing)
the reprefentatives were placed under a falutary
controul. Where the number of Proteftants, and
confequently of electors was {mall, the nomina-
tion, pretty much as before, remained in the hands
of fome powerful family; butin many places the
two leading denominations were nearly balanced;
there all the interefts of life, and all the princi.
ples of action were driven out of the courle of
their ordinary direétion, Itis not neceflary to
enter here into details on a grievance which has
been remedied. One defcription of citizens were
on every eighth year, the difpenfers of a favour
“wwhich was earneftly fought after by the moft con-
. fiderable perfons of each. diftrict; another paity.
Were incompetent to confer that obligation; to
which fide would power, to which would confi-
deration
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deration naturally incline? This octénial law wis
general 1n its provifions. There appeared no ex-"
ception on the face of it. As Magna Charta was:
only intended for the Barons, and their free follow=
ers, {o was this privilege defigned to embrace
a comparatively fmall proportion: it broughtito
perfection that monftrous conftitution s Mr.
Burke appofitely denominates it, of a plebeian
oligarchy, under which for above thirty yearswe
exiited : it was the occafion, perhaps the "caufe of

4

moft fubfequent diforders; by enhancing the fupe-

riority of a party, it promoted materially. the po-
pular divifion and difcontents. There'can be no
doubt, that if one fet of citizens enjoy advantages
overanother, Inproportion as theyare lefs familiarly
difplayed, the preference will be lefs invidious.*

Again 1n the inftance of the Place-bill, nothing
can ve -conceived more fair, than fo oblige a re-
prelentative, who has fubmitted to the influence
of the Crown, to return to his conftituents for
their approbation ; but of your3oo repreflentatives,
194 fit by private nomination, and family influence
fecures many more from the effects of popular cen-
fure. Thelfole effett of this famoeus law, was to add
an additional claufe, to the bargain for a bo-
rough. - So whilft the independence, recognized
in 1782, is exercifed by an Houfe of Com-

mons,

\

* The atgument applies equally to the more important difcuf-
fim now before the public. ~ And not upsa fuch mean motives
as private pique 3. but upon this reafou of found policy, that
e.ery diflinction which 1s inevitable, fhouid be foftened as much’
#s poffibie. One fubmits the betrer co inconvenience, by not
beitgreminded of it.  One is really lefs incommoded by the
fuperiority of either 2 rival or a neighour, when it is {paringly

-
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mons, flightly communicating with the country,*
it muft obvioufly be more the game of the re-
prefentatives, than of the reprefented.

Let me not be clafled among the advocates
of a very falfe fentiment, that a popular delega-
tion is neceflary for the purpofes of good Go-
vernment. The Britifh Parliament, although
popular in a much greater degree than
ours, would be an eminent exception. In the
late conftitution of the Dutch ftates, there was
not any thing popular, befide that widely diffuf-
ed profperity which arofe from it ; but an arif-
tocratic body, governing by popular forms, fhould
make up in public {pirit for the unfavour-
able circumftances of its origin. It fhould culti.
vate the reprefentative character; at leaft in fen.
timent communicate with the people ; direct or a-
dopt the publick wifhes ; and difchargingits duties,
with a delicate fenfibility to reputation, prove itfelf
worthy to have been elected. The Britifh Parlia-
ment forms an efficient control upon the executive
magiftrate ; it ever an{wersthe purpofe for whichit
is defigned, better than a more popular and tu-
multuous delegation. In that aflembly are collec-
ted, the principal perfons of the landed, monied,

: and

# The Irith Houfe of Commons confifts of 300 members, whe
are thus appointed ;

32z Counties return - - 64
4 Open Cities o > ” 3
"The Univerfity - - 2

16 Cities and Boroughs, in which fome particu~
lar family intereft predominates, but which

are not {ecure from change, retuin 32

g7 Boroughs fo clofe as to be transferable pro-
perty. - - - 104
00

There is a greater mafs of Irith propercy in the Englifh Peerage,
than in the attending members of the Houle of Lords of Ireland.
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&nd commercial interefts; with a moderate intee.
mixture of ative, afpiring men, who fupport the
weight, and animate the inveftigation of public
bufinefs. The profperity of the greater number
of individuals, who fit in Parliament, 1s fo inti-
mately combined with the welfare of the itate,
that they cannot more effectually promote the pub-
lick good, than by inclining the minifter to adopt
theit own views. - The patronage of the Crown,
which in a poor flate is omnipotent, here lofes to-
tally its effet ; it is not fufficient to compenfate to
individeals, their private lofs in a public injury;
they cannot of courfe, be blindfolded to the negle&t
or mifmanagement of minifters. Whilft you fee in
daily pratice, the trifling accidents by which great
property in land, in ftock, or in commercial ca-
pital is materially affeted, you will find abundant
reafon for relying on the ative providence of a
fociety, in which thefe influences eminently pre~
dominate. Who fo fit to fuperintend the ftate, as
men who mult ruin themfelves if they betray theiv
country ? b/ -
Contrafted to this organ of Government, in our
parliamentary conftitution, isan ariftocracy of per-
{ons in office, with fixed emoluments, whofe inte-
refts do not flutuate with the good or evil of the
nation, who' have no danger to apprehend,
befide a total overthrow of government, and from
that cataltrophe the firength of the empire proteéts
them.  We have the name, not the utility,of the
Britith fyftem. We have not the fame refources
to carryit on with effe@ ; the fabrie is not fup-
ported in Ireland by thofe pillars which infure its
folidity. in the fifter country. The bulk of our
landed intereft is non-refident; our monied and
commercial interefts are at beft but thinly fcat-
tered, and are rendered yet more inefficient by
religious incapacities. There is not a merchant
n

-
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in Parliament ; fcarcely 2 man who feels the fluc-
tuations of the money market, and comparatively:
few of the confiderable land-owners : the veprefent.
ation of fome capital towns, and of the counties,
abforbs whatever remains to us, from habitual
abfence, of a proprietary body. The feats for
boroughs are generally filled by gentlemen, who
enter Parliament in purfuit of promotion, and
who have few fympathies with the public. Thus
the fecurity for a judicious infpeétion of public
affairs in the one country is honor, in the other
a community of feelings between the governors
and governed. The honor of our countrymen
runs as high as that of any other perfons; but it
is a capricious fentiment, and the fafety of milli-
ons deferves a lefs valnerable protettion.

" True, as 1 have already noticed, fortune is often
worfhipped in the Britith Scnate, but fhe is not
the fole deity of the Temple. Fame too has her
yotaries, even among the moft energetic, and leaft
afluent part of that auguft body. The wide
range of its difcuffions, and the elevated rank te
which it has arifen, give this impulfe to ambition ;
whilft there is but one incentive here to mix in
public affairs, the defire of preferment ; and upon
thofe who come under this attraction, the patro-
nage of the crown can frequently att with great
facility. -~ The faule confifts in the excefs. Men
of mere enterprife in the Englifh Houfeare few, and
adopt the fentiments of the greater number. They
sredominatein Ireland, and give to the whole a col-
{)e&ive charaéter of expeftation. I fuppofe there
is'no gentleman in Parliament individually ex-

~ceptionable. ~ But every man of fenfe, even thofe

of whom 1 fpeak, will admit, that one bundred
perfons may each be an eligible member, to mix
in any council of ftate, and {till a council compofed
exclufively, or even principally of thole hundred
‘men, may be liable to firong objections. :

i
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Tt will be replied that fome controul upon the
executive department is preferable to a total latitude
of confidence. But is it propofed that. re-
ftraint and fuperintendance on the part of the peo-
ple, fhould be abolithed ? The incorporation of
legiflatures goes to a transfer, not a fuppreffion of
jurifdiction. It fubftitutes an effe@tive controul for
one that is inefficient. If the number of reprefenta-
tives is to be diminifhed, the retrenchment muft fall
upon the moft obje&ionable parts of the reprefenta-
tion. The leading men of the kingdom, whether by
influence or eletion, will ftill be placed in Parlia-
ment.  As to the effet of the meafure upon
the confequence of the country, and upon the
protection and privileges of “the inhabitants,
the people will have more influence over one
hundred gentlemen, generally eletted for coun-
ties, and great towns, than over treble the num-
ber, moft of whom owe no compliment to their
quaf conftituents. And that number of members
in the imperial Hounfe of Commons, joined to the
feveral branches of the Irifh intereft, who already
at upon the Britifh Government, will confer on
Ireland greater confideration, than the can derive
from a domeftic Parliament, thus deficiently or-
ganized, which neither praceeds from the people,
notr returns to them ; which neither leads the pub-

lic mind by the influence it enjoys, nor by the con,

fidence it has acquired.

Perhaps, you imagine, that this difficulty of
procuringan adequate reprefentation may be placed
among the inconveniencies that time may re&tify.
Quite the reverfe ; time has hitherto enhanced the
difproportion between the property of thofe, who
interfere in the fupreme difpofal of public con-
cerns, and that of the nation whom they regulate.
And the fame caufes cannot ceafe to produce the
{ame conlequences. When a man of fortune pro-

cures
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- cures a peerage, he ceafes in general to have any

object to cultivate in this kingdom, and lapfes
from a&tive purfuit to indolent enjoyment. His
tamily, at leaft, fpeedily relinquith the care of po-
litics, and become abfentees ; the landed intereft
in the Hounfe of Commons has confiderably de-
clined fince the year 1776, when the crown be-
came liberal of Irith peerages. A great part of
the wealth, recently acquired, or improved, by
which this perpetual drain ought to be fupplied,
i3 in the hands of Catholics, and thefe perfons are
alfo directed to other purfuits, by the nature of our
conftitution.

I conclude this head with a pofition which cannot
be put too often, or too ftrongly. If the country
does not afford materials for a proper controul
over the executive department, fome other pro-
vifion ought ta be made for the public welfare,
The privilege of fuperintendance cannot by its
nature be indifferent, but muft direflly lead to
good or evil. It thould not be permitted to de-
viate from public to’ private purpofes; and if the
fituation of fupreme influence in the ftate be in-
accurately filled, fuch mifapplication is inevita-
ble. Jobbing and manceuvres will difgrace the
Inih govermmenr, whillt it is obliged to a&
through the medium of perfons, who do not dif-
dain the pradtice. A man of fortune in the Houfe
of Commons isa figure of fo much magnitude,
that Adminiftration cannot well refift him in any
thing he takes in head. Evena man of leffer rank
is too.ufeful not to be gratified. The Minifter
fways the Britith Houfe of Commons, but on
extremely different principles : he cultivates the
favour of that body, by not prefling any meafure
againit the fenfe of the majority ; or of the in-
terelts, which that majority are bound to culti-
Yate. When he ventures upon other condud,

they
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they withdraw their confidence, and his power
terminates, Lord Northand Mr. Fox poflefled the
means which Mr. Pittenjoys, of procuring a majority
by influence, toratify the meafures of their refpeflive
adminiftrations. Sir Robert Walpole isfaid to have
retained his place againft the perfonal inclination of
his Sovereign. What is the cafe at this hour ?
Does Mr. Pitt hold the reigns of government by the
weight of his diftributions ? Has he corrupted the
people of England ? Parliament is but the echo
of their aflenting voice, which confirms him in
the adminiftration of his country. ,
When I publithed the pamphlet you were
pleafed to notice, I had in contemplation a more
important queftion, than any, that affe€led he being
of Parliament alone. I looked to the people, for
whom Parliaments exift. The views of govern-
ment, and the circumftances of the country feemed
to have conduéted us to the eve of a great change
of fyftem; and the relation to the ftate, of 2 moft
comprehenfive defcription of its citizens, appeared
to be weighed very lightly. ~ Ungfacious as the
found is to fome ears, I cannot, in difcourfing
of the ftate of Ireland, decline the concern
of one of its moft important branches. I
have not prepared the political chart of the coun-
try; asit lies open before me, I am bound to fol-
low it Be affured that the Catholics of this king-
dom are perfeétly aware of ‘the inconvenience of
their fituation. ~ They fee, they touch the imper-
vious line that is drawn between them and the
other defcriptions of their fellow {fubjeéts. ~ The
feeling is not lefs poignant, whether I or any other
individual, who engages in a political controverfy,
be filent on the fubje&, or loquacious. I talk of
fentiments, with which no man ismore converfant.
In an arrangement, which ought to be com-
i L BE T ot plete,
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plete, as it was defigned to be final, every
murmur fhould be collected, every complaint
be fairly heard, and judicioufly inveftigated. Idie
expectation, that the perception of inconvenience
Was to be blunted by negled of - its objelts; as
fome animals imagine danger to be at an end
when they have fhut their €yes on the purfuer, I
introduced the Catholics, not as you, and others
© lefs refpeQable, ftrangely reprefented, in the
capacity of a partifan ; but as a lover of the em-
pire, and as an Irithman. I feek in an Union for
the tranquillity of Ireland, the inereafed ftrength
of Britain, the more vigorous proteétion of the
world ; but if the fettlement weretobe formed ona
defeétive bafis, thefe glorious ends would {till re.
main unaccomplifhed ; indeed fomething worfe;
for the meafure of an Union, between thefe
countries, does not admit of Intermediate con-
fequences; it muft be to both, the extreme of
good, or the extreme of mifchief ; and the pre-
vious difpofition which is created on either fide,
by liberality of conditions, by wholefome laws,
and by the contentment of the people, muft de.
termine the alternative, Should we conceive oura
felves at eafe, becaufe difcontent flumbers amidft
unextinguifhed embers? Such is oot a bul-
wark, on which the power and glory of Britain
can fecurely reft. Such is not a benign open-
ing of repofe to Ireland; . With thefe views, and
with ?hg_ﬁ:'feel-ings, I endeavoured to draw into
notice, by fuch means asy was competent to em-
ploy, that cardinal queftion of Irifh politics, the |
privileges of the Catholics. ‘.@s a neceflary preli- ;
minary, I applied myfelf to refgte cgrtain notions !
which were circulated among the®indifpofed tg *
~ that people; and to reprehend ce%in inﬁitpnz}?s,
- Which were confidered to be un indly direéted
A i Sl © IS againft
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againft them#  The moment was critical and
called for the difcuffion. If the government was
to be new-modelled, it would be right to adopt
fuch regulations as fhould filence every whifper
of general grievance ; if the propofed change did
not take efiect, flill the abolition of the incapa-
cities I complained of, would render our ftate of
fociety more tolerable. Having formed an opi-
nion on the fubjet of uniting the two legiflatures
of the empire, I did not hefitate to exprefs it ; but
as it was not my primary object, nor the matter
of which I propofed to treat, I did not find it in-
cumbent to detail the feries of reafoning that
led to my conclufion ; the point came incidentally
in my way, and I exprefled what occurred to me.
Subfequent refleftion has confirmed my opinion,
as to the general concern of the country in this
queftion ; and it has imprefled the matter upon
my mind, even more forcibly than when firft it was
propounded, as the genuine relief and exonera-
tion of that great body, who, under the appella-
tion of Catholics, are doomed by our prefent fyf-
tem to colletive and individual inferiority : I have
not, of courfe, occafion to retra& any of my leading
aflertions; I'muft ftill maintain, that by incorpo-
rating our parliament with that of Britain, we
have equal fecurity for the liberty of the fubjedt,
and a much fairer profpe&t of a found and
9 ' ; A3 A fteady

as the Orange Societjgs muft perfeyere in
at they tend to perpfiate the divifion of she peo-
finatiom, the beneficigt effects of
e Popery Lawgf The/queltion at prélent before
uth magnitudgfto adnfit a detail of shefe {ubaltern
that pPhen people obferve fuch a combina-
Alle@ its temper fropl the publications

ablurd and s thefe publications
is ‘dm-nduce @ ftrengthen Govern-
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fteady adminiftration: that the king or degree
of independence, which fate and circumftances
feem to have allotted to thijs ifland, does not fo
fupport the external dignity of Ireland, as o
become a legitimate obje& of pride ; and, as
it operates internally, that it 15, what I have
already termed it, * great domelftic caufe *
of irritation.” I know not whether the
prefent be the proper time and temper for the
difcuflion of the fubject. The care and felec.
tion of fuch circumftances belong to perfons in
an elevated place of public fundion. I treat ab-
ftractedly and in general, of a judicious change
of conftitution, and my private opinion is not to
be affected by collateral confiderations,

Perhaps it is true, that I recommend my doc-
trine by its negative merits; or, as you call it,
by ¢ a fhort catalogue of evils to be removed,
without any perfuafive obfervations, grounded on
advantages to be conferred I-” Your objettion
indeed 1s whimfical; fhall not a man pull a thorn
from his own fide without a recompence ? Muft
we, Irithmen, be induced by fugar plumbs to do
what is good for us? Ido not diftinétly compre-
hend the difference between the removal of evil
and an advantage. If you mean that I have not
entered into comprehenfive details on the head of
Commerce, T muft candidly fay, that I think this
queftion is to be decided upon confiderations of
an higher nature, “If our conftitution be found,
and if the operation of it be beneficial, I would
not be reafoned out of it by cold calculations of
fhipping and tonnage ; I would not be induced
by all the wool and cotton, and all the tea and
fugar in the world, to forfake it. If its defe&s

militate

* Memoire, page 1.
t See Letter, byMyr, Hamilton.
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militate againft human happinefs, I want no other
impulfe to defireits correction. No doubt, fhould
a treaty of union proceed, there will be found 2
proper feafon for commercial regulations, and the
concern will be important ; but the fettlement of
the country ftands uppermoft in my mind ; prof-
perity and affluence come of courfe when your
ftate 1s well regulated. The extin@ion of our
feuds would be of itfelf a fortune to Ireland; to
pacify them fhould be the beginning, the end,
and the object of all our endeavours. T can difcufs
no queftion but the means of drawing the people
into amity with each other, and with the govern-
- ment ; and of rooting out, on. either hand, the
feeds of jealoufy. Yourconftitution may be as
brilliant as theory can make it; unlefs you ean
procure this. temper, it is a fplendid deception ;
and the utmoft range of commercial opportuni-
ties is nugatory.

But this fhort catalogue of evils, of which you
appear to imake fo light account, comprizes what-
ever has kept the people of Ireland at variance
with its government: The fa&ions of the high;
the difcontents of the low ; poverty and turbu.
lence, each as in a circle promoting the other,
and the inaccurate application of authority the
caufe of both. It comprizes the monopoly of
political power and patronage in a few hands,
and the means that were employed to fortify
that monopoly. A principal engine was the di-
vifion of the nation into diftinét cafts, by the
contrivance for each, of a totally different code
of laws and of immunities. The force of this
fyftem is weakened; but the hoftile difpofitions,
that were formed under it are preferved, with
more heat perhaps, and pertinacity and addrefs,
becaufe the parties who relied upon this as a bul-
wark, perceived the fecurity begin to fail them.

I concluded

’
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I concluded that Parliament was not qualified to
remedy the diforders of the ftate, becaufe the
root of the mifchief lies in the conftitution of
our Houfe of Commons, and in the oppofition of
particular to national interefts, which is not any
where fo predominant, as within the circle of
Parliament itfelf. I feel that it is incumbent on
me to enforce my opinion, by a detailed expla-
nation of the reafoning that produced it. I have
endeavoured to clear the ground for the admif-
fion of argument, by fubftantiating what every
Irifhman  ought clearly to feel before he affents to
an incorporation of Legiflatures, that the meafures
does not involve the fettled dignity of his coun-
try. 1 have alfo endeavoured to {ubftantiate, that
our prefent form of conftitution has not acted
kindly or beneficially for the fubje@s. It wasnot
formed upon a fcheme of general concern for the
entire people, and of courfe it only promoted
exclufive advantages. I fhall proceed with my
analifis, having, as I hope, afcertained the point
of honor, and made fome progrefs in the confi-
derations of expediency-
Let me firt complete the outline of what
L conceive to be the intereft of the Catholics in
the prefent queftion. This alfo is no unim-
portant preliminary., The fituation of that part
of the people may be thus defcribed: A {len-
der arifocracy, an extenfive middle order,
an immenfe clafs of labouring and induftri-
ous. Obvioufly it is more eflential to a pcople
thus circumftanced, to be placed under the pro-
teCtion of a ftrong government, than to be ad-
mitted to a participation of power in a feeble
ftate, from any efficient fhare in which their fitu-
ation muft generally exclyde them. s
. Bhere is not the leaft probabitity that “the fac-
tions ‘of Proteftant and C&holic will fubfide gn-
er
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der our prelent conflitutionr™ Admitting them to
fubfift, this alternative remains for confideration,
whether would few or many of the latter be intro-
duced into Parliament by an emancipation ? In
the former cafe, thefe few would obtain the
ufual parliamentary confideration ; they would a&
like other men in the fame place, and there the
martter would end without any alteration in the
‘general management of the country. If many
got accefs to Parliament, they would form a
Catholic oppoled to a Proteftant fadtion, precifely
as in the laft century, when the parties ran at
length into civil wars, in which one was reduced
to a pitiable fubjugation. ‘_

The grievance which moft materially affeéts
the Catholics is a difpofition, ungracioufly and
for unkind purpofes, to difcriminate them from
their fellow-fubjects. . A comparifon of the effects
of the refpettive meafures of union or eman-
cipation upon this temper, fhould form the
ground of their deecifion. They are exclud-
ed by law from certain high pofts and
from Parliament. If the incapacities by ftatute
were removed, there would ftill remain a naty-
ral difability in their general inferiority of rank,
fo that in a great degree they could not profit
of the concefiion. When the teft laws are abro.-
gated, little more is done than an a& of juftice
to certain individuals, and the abolition of 9
figma which produces difcontent, by offending
the feelings of a large portion of the people.
Thele, to be fure, are moft meritorious confider.
ations ; but they do not go to the extent of the
inconvenience ; no reftraint is thereby placed up.

on

~ * The isnot a jine in thiglargument which does t apgly

equally tgf the Diffegters, angbindeed to a defcrip:' 3%‘&
fons whefare withollt the pafe of the Ofgarchy.
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on the untoward difpofition I have mentioned.
The remedy is, of courfe, not fo fubftantial as
this other, which makes the Government ftrong
again{t that temper, and which removes the mo-
tives and powers that fupport it. On the moft
favourable calculation, not above twelve could pro-
cure themfelves to be returned 1o Parliament, fix
fluppole by purchafe, and as many upon the
landed intereft and that of open towns. The
occafional elevation of a dozen men; is not to
be compared in point of national advantage to a
meafure, which either equalizes all parties, or at
leaft reduces them to a ftate of reciprocal inof-
fenfivenefs. The Britith government proteés the
Catholics of France, Portugal and Italy, and if
it were not under fome impediment, why fhould it
not equally proteét its own fubjefis of Ireland ?
Of two Parliaments, neither of which thev can
materially influence, it is more the intereft of the
Catholics to live under the jurifdition of that,
which has not been educated with any indifpofi-
tion to them. Now the majority of the Irifh
Parliament has upon all, or moft occafions, dif-
played ftrong marks of rooted difinclination to
that people. Nay it is a fathion with many per-
fons of high confideration here, to diflike a man
for being a Catholic. This is certainly not the cafe
in England. #Proteftant and Catholic, not having
been known there, as political parties, for above a
century, the diftinftion became obfolete. Thegli-
beral and continued intercourfe of the fafhi
able, the diplomatic, and the commercial claffes,
with Catholic countries, contributed alfo to obli-
terate the prejudices, which formerly arofe
from the difference of religion. Except through
the interpofition of the Crown, which is the
Britifh branch of our Government, the Irith Legifla-
ture has never been diftinguithed for condefcenfion
to its Catholic fubjeéts. Befides, the property of the

individuals,



[ 66 ]

individuals, who compofe the Britith Parliament
is fo extenfive, and fo much conneéted with the
fafety of the ftate, that they never will hazard to ex.
cite difcontents, upon motives of a petty and ea.
Pricious difapprobation. I am therefore indiffe.-
rent to the declarations which any mam, or any
minifter may make. I know the Britith Govern-
ment is conduéted upon principles of reafon, and I
can calculate how far reafon will g0. From
this Tight only one may with confidence pro-
nounce, that the Catholics will, on the Union efta.
blithment, obtain a total eligibility ; and, what is
more material to them, that unti] theéy do obtain
it, they will have an exemption frém vexatious jea-
louties, and the pradical enjoyment of the privi-
leges, which have already been conceded to them.
It may equally be prediCted, that in a colle@jve
capacity, the Catholic body will not be ad-
vanced to be a dominant party either in Church
or State, becaufe whilft the balance of property
inclines againft them, it would neither be necef.
fary, politic, nor defireable,

It may be right to explain, wherefore the Ca.
tholics cannot materially influence the Parliament,
although they conftitate a majority of the popula.
tion. They are excluded from the boroughs by the
Conttitution of them ; aud from the freedom of ci-
ies by the jealoufy of the magiftrates. Y ou will per-

| : haps

he Catholics ‘who are often freeholders, but feldom free-
men, will have their due influence over the government, when the
reprefentation 1s confined to counties, and counties of cities. And
confidering how the membersof thar body are generally circum-
ftanced, no event cin be more favourable “for them, than that the -
general 1mportance of the order of freeholders fhould be augmeited,
To “that/ order the Cutholics belong, and there lies the ent ;e
force of their politeal influence, Now the influence of that clafs
will encreale in proportion as the boroughs are diminithed, and
thatthe number of perfons becomes more fmall wheo can get 1nto
Parliament, independent of the choice of frecholders,
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haps afk of me, wherefore we were anxious to pro-
cure this franchife of fuffrage, of which the operation
is fo much reftrited. Becaufe though we cannot
have great influence, it does not follow that we
fhould bave none at all. Becaufe although a Ca-
tholic intereft is not any where fuperior, yet
the individuals of that communion ought to
Haye theefulhbentefitof their refpective fituations..
A Catholic tenantry will vote with their Protef:
tant landlord ; but is it indifferent to them, that

they, as well as their neighbours, are competent
to confer that comp'iment?

The influence of the Catholics prevails prin-
cipally in civil life: there indeed it is immenfe.
Compofing very much the trading and induf-
trious portions of the community, they are
concerned in the greater part of tranfaltions
through the kingdom. The bar, wholefale mer-
chants, attornies, perfons engaged in money
dealings, will always cultivate the favor of this
part of the people.. Now the relative importance of
thefe defcriptions will generally rife in confequence
of an Union, and thofe, who will relatively de-
cline, are the perfons moft independent of thefe
influences. The Proteftant Prelacy * of Ireland
have generally declared, thatin the event of an
Union, they could no longer imagine the intereft
of the eftablifhment entrufted to their care, tobein
any wile endangered, by the mott liberal indulgence
to the fubordinate communions. Is this fentiment
no recommendation to perfons who with to enjoy
in peace the advantages of their country?

The

% The clergy of all defcripiions appear to favour the pro-
je&t of an Incorporating Union, and really this coincidence
of pérfons, who do not concur in any thing elfe, muft ap-
pear a powerful recommendation.
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The moftingeniousargumentsagainft admitting
the Catholics to political franchifes, are to be found
in thefpeech of Mr. Fofter, (the Speaker) in 1793
they follow very clofely the realoning of Lord Bo-:
lingbroke, againft a Catholic Prince, in his letter
to Sir William Windham. But the analogy com-
pletely fails ; for -priace,l
Rig it is juftifiable to impofe on him a condition of
conforming to their convenience ; but itis abfurd
to talk of making fuch terms with the people,
for whofe accommedation and advantage the ftate
exifts and was created. If you prove that a par-
ticular franchife cannot with propriety be entrufted
to thofe inhabitants at large, who are obviouily
within its purview, the conclufion, in my mind
is, to remove the matter of contention altogether ;
I fhould not think of forming a monopoly in fa-
vor of the few who chufe to appreciate highly
their own fitnefs for the enjoyment.

Embellith it by whatever fplendid names you
pleale, the government of Ireland is an oligarchy,
In the popular member of our conftitution, the
weight of certain individuals is immenfe, and
that of the people is inconfiderable. This bears
. materially upon the Adminiftration ; for neither are
the minifters of the Crown acted upon in any
eminent degree by the influence of the people ;
nor have thefe the benefit of that imp_artiality
among his fubjes, which muft be the natural
feeling of every monarch. There is a controul
indeed over the royal authority; butas i is al-
moft completely fevered from the public in-
tereft, it is neceflarily direCted in ‘its exer-
cife by the private views, or at beft by the per-
fonal character of the individuals, who com-

pole
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pofe it.* A compromife is made, fuch as can only
coniift witha very irregular government, and which
if it were not the refult ot diforders in the {tate,
muft eventually introduce them. The patronage
and internal management of the country is given
up to thofe who have power to do, what ufually
1s called the King’s bufinefs ; that is, to raife the
fupplies, to preferve the Britith intereft and an
uniformity between the two governments.

The confiderable members of the oligarchy
are, by the nature of their fituation, rendered ap-
prehenfive of a popular {pirit, and adverfe to the
body of the people : it cannot be otherwife. When
power 1is not bottomed upon hereditary prepoffef-
fion, popular favour, or the influence of pro-
perty—the perfons, who hold-it, muft be fenfible
that it is infecure, and that it is invidious.—They
will feek to turn the popular mind from public to
private confiderations. Men who have fuch ur-
gent motives to promote competition, will faften
with avidity upon any tendency to that temper.
They will meet in their adherents, the greateft
promptitude to fecond them in widening thebreach ;
for a rivalfhip in emolument is as much appre-
hended by them, as a diminution of power by
their fuperiors.  The exclufive fpirit which they
feek pretences of miftruft and jealoufy to authorife,
confirms their own exclufive title to preferment J¥

I have

% The only thing which the King cannot do in Ireland
is to confer favour upon a certain defcription of his fubjects,
and that defcription by far the moft numerous. What an
outcry, what an oppofition, when any kindnefs is in-
tended to them! So that the Crown is here free in its
- power, but circumfcribed in its benignity—the very re-

verfe of what is defigned by a popular controul on the Ex-
ecutive. '

the Proteftants who are rem rom thefe in=

here has

ducements,
long appeared a tenden

ences; but the jealoufies former have been revived at
different times artificially. From
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I have defcribed the courfe of feelings, which
like circumftances will produce in every country ;
but

Fromthe memorable meeting at Dungannon, to about 1 785,
this difpofition to harmony was very prevalent. The two def.
criptions difplayed equal zeal to yéfift the invafion we were
then threatened with, and fhared together the Volunteer fer-
vice. About this latter period the peafantry of Munfter,
fell into commmotions on the old ground of tithes: publi-
cations immediately iffued from the prefs, ftuffed with af-
perfions on the religion and moral charalter of the Catho-
lics; reprefenting them as a refradtory, perfidious people,
who were to be keptat the point of the fword fromyou. The
expedient fucceeded. The paffions of the people were
fet in motion, and the incipient harmony was broken
up effectually.  Another incident occurred lately. (I put
out of the way th: difpofition, the very prevalent anxiety
to infinuate that every Catholic was a rebel, and 10 confound un-
eafinefs under the Popery laws, with hoftility to the confti-
tution.)

Doétor Caulfield, the ‘Catholic Bifhop of Ferns, had the
misfortune to live in a county which was the fcene of the
Jate outrages. He, with thofe of his clergy whom he could

- collect about him, exerted all that influence, which in better
times their fun&ion, and perfonal virtue had acquired, to refift
the exceffes of an armed mob, and at the imminent peril of
their lives, refcued many from maffacre. T'his was the conduct
of chriftian clergymen; but it was a condu&, for which chrif-
tian clergymen deferve every applaufe that can be beftowed upon
a fublime difcharge of duty 3 yet there are perfons fo much

prtified to perceive, that Roman Catholic ecclefiaftics have acted

bly, that books and paragraphs have been circalated, in order,
by blackening the motives of thefe gentlemen,and detra&in g from
their merit, to prevent this amiable and heroic conduét from
making a fuitable impreflion on the minds of their fellow citi-
zens.

There are many perfons now alive, who recolle&®, when
it was very ufual to terrify the Proteftants by reportsof tham
plots, and even days were named, when the Catholics, it
was afferted, were to rifeand maffacre them. Thefe artifices
have fallen into difufe, fince the affairs of this country came
to be-more clofely looked after by the Britifh Adminiftra-
tion; and fince the>Government by Lords Jiftices was
difcontinued. Lord Towiithend wasgthe firft Viceroy whe

= permauently refided, and in K% empts to break the arif-
tocracy, he found it expedient to beftow feme little counte-
nance on the fubordinate religion. y
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“but doubtlefs, the ftate of Ireland, ruthes up6n youy
mind as itdoes on mine, and forms a {trikinglluf.
tration. The perfons moft diftinguifhea, by po-

litical, and almoft by perfonal difinclination to (hae
material branch of the people, the Catholics, are

to be found among ' the parliamentaty interefts i
thofe who- endeavour principally to make Popery
a bugbear, are menin office under Corporations,
and fubordinately under government. ‘1 have ng
idea that any particular difapprobation of relj.
glous tenets enters into this hoftility. "The term
of divifion is convenient : but if any other equally
anfwered ' the defign, it would equally be made
ufe of. You may talk, and I am fure you believe
it, of adiances to codciliate;  The minif.
ters of the Crown  perceived the wretched policy
under which this: country “languithed, and they
procured laws to be enaéted favourable to the (3.
tholics. * Many liberal and enlightened Proteftdnts
did cordially adopt the change. But, of that
party, all thofe who by the coatfenefs of theéir
habiis, or of their underftanding, may e
faid to conftitute the vulgar, oblerved with
great fpleen the advancement of men fo the or.
der of fellow citizens, whom they had bBeen sc.
cuftomed to regard as {ubordinate ; and their jea-
loufy was countenanced by-a large portion of the
powerful,  The novelty of their fituation, the
‘warmth ef controverfy, but above al the un.
neighbourly temper that broke out, whilft the re-
peal of the popery laws was agitated, did Dbetray

many

“*In ¥748 the firlt relaxation of the Po
Place, and fo much was the merit of ]
tributed to the royal irterpofition, that whep in the begin-
Ning of the féffion, a bill, far lefs extenfive, was propofed,

It was contempruoufly tejefted,  On the firft attempt the
Houfe was lefr to itfelf,

pery laws took
s meafure to be at-
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smany of the Catholics intq:politicai indifcretion 4

‘*Onthe whole, what you confider advances to con-

ciliate, were accompanied by circumflances which

- appear to me to have rather repelled-each people.

from the other. The texture that legiflation attempt-
ed to weave, manners unravelled :as afliduouily.
There are families in Ireland, whe, having aéted for
generations upon this crooked policy of difupion,
have at length loft the clue to their conduét, 2nd
candidly conceive that whillt inflamed by paffion
they purfue their intereft, they are cultivating a
fober and judicious principle. Tradition, educa-
tion, intercourfe have contributed, {o entirely to

-work 1nto the frame of their minds, the anti-popu-

far prepofleflion, that in the modern manifeftations
of zeal for Proteftantifm, as a political not a reli-

gious defignation, there is infinitely lefs of prede-
termination than of chai«&er.

To a body thus conftituted, the ctown muft un-
-der our prefent forms refort, in order to carry on
the government without obftruétion ; and its con-
fent muft be procured by the terms I have fpeci-
fied.

4+ T allude here to a&s of alienation, not from the ftate, but
fromtheindividuals in authority. As tothe rebellion,I conceive
the remote operationof the popery laws to have conduced to
it, by throwing too much power into the hands of private
gentlemen, by preventing the diffafion of property, and fo
creating a lawlefs charafter in the common people, but cer-
tainly ©v_had nothing in it of political pretenfions of the one
party againft the other. :If the rebellion had not been fup-
prefled, there is no doubt it muft have proved fatal to reli-
_gion in general. The people here, precifely as in France,
were fanaticifed by Deifts. If they had proceeded much far-
ther, they would have been induced, as they were in France,
to leave their Paftors in a minority of timid devotecs and
women, and the former pretenfions of that clergy to popula-
rity, would h.ve occafioned to them a very bitter perfecution.”
I fay with confidence that the fentiments I here exprefs,
were, pending ind previous to the late commotions, enters
tained by the heads of the Catholic clergy in this kingdom.
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fied. Now can you for an inflant argue that this
1s a fuitable organ for the management of the moft
divided people on the earth, and of the moft jar-
ring interefts ? Ttfelf a principal in the difpute, it-
felf the foul and prime mover of the confli&t.” Let
the Crown be relieved from this neceflity, encou-
ragement and protection will be difpenfed ac-
cording to the feelings and intereft of the Sove-
reign; that is, in other words, they will be dif-
penfed indifcriminately ; for the fituation of a
Prince places him above the views and quar-
rels which pafs from private into public life;
he cannot be fenfible to any other divifion of his
people, than of thofe who are, or who are not re-
fraltory to his government ; thofe who:make his
dominions flourifh, orthofe who negle& them. Here
are my premifes: Ireland ftands eminently in need
of an impartial Adminiftration ; {trangely predif-
pofed to difunion and unfocial humours, by reli-
gious difference, it requires a vigorous, a fteady,
and an; even-handed government to reftrain or
counteract the unhappy propentity. Can you
deny my conclufion, that it is not {o confonant to
the welfare of the country, to be governed by per-
fons, who are themfelves engaged in the diitract-
ing fallions, as by a power that nature and
fituation render indifferent, and which in addition.
prefents “an  equal affurance for our civil
liberties ? 1f with you, I attributed to accident,
any part of the temper which we all deplore, I
thould be difpofed with you to expedt the remedy
from time and patience. The hiftory of Europe for
a few years back, that rich harveit of experience,
has inftruted me not to admire the fhost cut to
political improvement. But it is here I beg leave
particularly to remind you, that the fource of our
country’s misfortunes feems to lie deeper than
you conclude from your examination.—They muft

be
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be traced to influences and interells, arifing from
the organization of our coaftitution, and which
contain a renovating principle of difcord, ealcu-
lated to endure to the utmoft term of its éxiﬁ,&p‘ce;
where there is partiality in the exercife, or diftri-
bution of power, he who is called on fo obey, will
to the end of time perform his duty with reluct-
“ance. Where there is even the appearance oO¥
fufpicion of partiality, the fubjeék will not be cor-
dial. I do not accufe our parliamentary leaders
of any condu& that is rare, extraordinary, or uns
precedented. Power is gratefal, and few who
have a fituation to preferve, are philefophically fcru-
pulous in employing the means, which are moft
eafy and eﬁeé)ual for their puipofe. The foible is
of human nature, and for that very reafon to hu.
man nature [ would apply mylelf, and endeavour to
counteraét a general infirmity, by principles of
equally extenfive operation. The heads of the
nation are fubjeted to certain inflyences and inte-
refls ; let the ~mifguiding motives be removed,
and the condu@ of thofe whom they affect will re-
ceive a new dire&tion, and through the land new
fprings of adtion will be generally communicated,
This is not a narrow or a palliative policy, but
broad and fundamental, fuch as the exigency de-
mands ; and in analogy to rhe means, by which,
when the heart is found, you feck to reclaim your
friend, to reQifythe fanlts of habit, and the errors
either of bis education or his judgment. Reform
the Irith Houfe of Commons, and you have a de-
mocracy ; the confequence is unavoidable, if th.e
alteration be on any very capacious fcale 5 and i
it benot, the oligarchyis merely {hifted into o_lher ,_
hands, without any accefiion to the popular inte-
reft from the transfer.  Repeal the diftinguifbing
laws ; good; but you cannot by your act of Parlia-
ment reach the fpirit of diftinélion. The tenden-

D |
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cy to difunion will fubfift, with all the irritating
circumftances that accompany that temper, fo
long as thefe interefts are preferved, which give to
perfons of the very firft influence in the land, a
powerful inducement to encourage it.  And
- they never will ‘want a pretence; for whilft
the lower people are wretched, they will be
turbulent; and the name of a common reli.
gion will furnith the ground of jealous accufation
againft the Catholics of more improved condition.
Interefted men willcireulate the charge, and felfith-
nefs and credulity will combine to fupply believers.
Political parties will attach themfelves as it may
fuit their purpofe, eitker to the fide of thofe who
are unwilling to acknowledge a fuperior, or of
thefe, who, with lefs appearance of propriety, re-
fufe to admit an equal. It nay be very defireable
for party leaders to place themfelves at the head
of the Catholics, but that body can never, to any
material extent, be more than the footfloo] of face
tions ; a fituation I thould apprehend, neither en-
viable nor advantageous, and from which, he is
their friend, who defires to refcue them : they are
moft generally dependant, are moft expofed 10 the
abufe of power, and ftand moft in need of protec-
tion. What, although amidft fcrambles for autho-
rity, fome of that body might get within the pre-
cinéts  of ‘the . oligarchy.  Catholic, or pea-
fant, or by whatever name you pleafe to call
them, the people would not, therefore, be exo-
nerated from the heavy hand of power. Perhaps you
will tell me that this propenfity to divifion, is the
inherent vice of free conititutions. True it is fo;
weare'not therefore to encreafe the caufes of dif-
ference, in number and malignity. Withourt this
inconvenience, we can have the fecure enjoymentof
cwvil liberty, 'under the fan&ion and fuperintend-
ance of a popular aflembly, with the advantage of
teprefentation, in my opinion, to an adequate ex-
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tent ; but beyond queftion, in 2 more ample®
degree, than at prefent we enjoy it. In com-
mon life, a man would be warned by habis
tual infirmity, to avoid the occafion of his mis-
fortunes.  And fhall not Ireland, to whom teuds
and (trifes have coft fo dear, prefer that form of
free government, which is beft protecied againft
therecurrence of the very difaflers we complain of ?
Tt was on this view of the fubjeét, and upon this rea-
foning T grounded my affertion, thatthe neceflities
ofIreland called for a ¢ a great change of manners,
to be founded on a great change of Conftitution.”

Sir, theevil of reftrictive laws upon the people, has
been loft in the magnitude of their confequences.
The ftatutes of Queen Anne formed the nucleus
of a fyftem of abufes. Not the primi ive mifchief
alone, but all its inci-ents are to be rettified.
All the bearings, and relations of authority are to
be varied : civilfociety itfclf is to be new-modelled.
Where is the power, where the perfeverance,
where the virtue, to undertake that tafk 7—to pro-
fecute with vigour and difcharge the duty with
fidelity? Are we to await in pious expetation,
that the country may be regenerated by the play of
faGtions, where fattions are proverbially corrupt?
or retrieved by the energetic virtue of fome chief
governor, whilff notorioufly the moft feeble thing
on earth, againft local cabals, is the government
of Ireland? How many of thefe cabals would
ftart up to obftruct a projet, by the fuccefs of
which nearly all of them would be offended ? Nosz
Jet the cabals be firft put out of the way, and then
the flupendous labour of improvement may be
atiempted. When the borough intereft fhall be
reduced and fixed in England. its influence

will be altered materially as to the CImpire,
but

% See page 3§,
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but almoft totally as to Ireland. Tt will no longes
feel the necellity of leaning for fupport on party
{pirit ; and it any perfons ftill reain a hapk-
ering for that flale expedient, the Crown, reljeye
ed from its acual ftate of dependance, woul( bea
fully competent 10 controul them, | finile to hear
people tell, what prodigies were to be effeéied by
- Pparticular adminiftrations : we thould have a Vice~
oy in each pariih to carry into effe& any exten-
five {cheme of benevolence. General benefit and
impartial kindnefs to all the people is coutrary
to the nature of our prefent arrangement, A
Chief Governor may extend the practice, jult fo
far as his eye and his a@i vity canreach and for juft
fo long a term, as the duration of his authority.
Let his vigilance relax for an hour, or let a fuc-
ceflor come, with different views or inferior ener-
gy,—chaos returns again ;  every thing rclapfes
to fufpicion and feverity,  Lord Cornwallis
brought with him to the governmeut of Ire.
land * greater perfonal advantages, “than per-.
haps any nobleman poficfled, tince the Duke
of Ormond filled that fituation.  What op.
fiructions has he encountereq ? How compara-
tively little has he been able to effect ? How una-
vailing will all his efforts prove, if retiring fiom
the helm, he fhall leave the fyitem as he found i( ?
What were the virtyes of Trajan to the Roman
world? They pafled without conlequence or ims-
preflion, beyond the day on which they were dif.
Played : As the beam that fhoots acrofs a dull ho-
rizon, for aninftant it feems to chear, and the ge-
neral gloom envelopes it.

. Arguing poiitically, { know nothing o impli-
c1t confidences. I propofe to truit to the Grown,
becaufe the interefts of the Prince concur {o ex-
ally with thofe of the people; and, as littie in-

1ned 10 general fufpicion, ! inculcate dxi'hdcn,cc*i:
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of the native powers in that point only, where
I fee them repelled from the general good by the
law, the omnipotent law of felf-aggrandizement,
and merely to the extent of that repulfion. Does
my credulous faith embrace the honor of Britain ?
1t does precifely, under the guidance of the fame
sule, and to the fame latitude. The Britifh Go-
vernment is condutted upon principles which do
not leave room to fuppofe, that it would be unjuft
gratuitoufly, and to its own detriment. There
do 1 fix my mind, where I {ee pofitive regula-
tion, fupported by obvious intereft. Our empire
depends for its exiftence in the European fyftem,
on the refources of its fubjects. ‘Compared with the
owers to whom it is oppofed, its population is
{mall, its range of territory diminutive. - As fhe
is obliged to adopt a naval method of defence,
England could not, if fhe were inclined, act in
that {pirit of {fummary defpotifm, which we fee
prallifed on the Continent. Conftraint may col-
le& an army ; plunder may fubfift and clotheit 5
+ fieet muft be equipped by money'; and that rc-
venue, which is indifpenfable to a maritime
frate, can only be drawn from a people in opu-
tence. Now if the fubjeéts of Ireland were rich,
and thata wayward Parliament dealtout the pub-
lic treafure with a parfimonious hand, I might
fuppofe the Minifter was anxious to be relieved
from the reftriftion.  When 1 find, that a poor
flate is taxed profulely; taxed to the full amount
of what is at any time demanded, I muft endea-
vour to aflign a motive more intelligible. ~Admi-
niftration hopes to make Ireland contribute to the
general exigence. Granted ; but does it therefore
mean to wring from poverty, by means of a new
conflitution, what it may have at difcretion un-
der the agency of the old ? or does it rather un-
destake the fevere talk of bringing this new 'gr-,-
: er
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der to perfettion, that it may create by a misre
kind management the ability to afford aflitanee?

it propofes to diffufe content, to proteét the pro-
 ductiveclaffes, to govern us, an expenimentwhich

- has not yet been tried, in fome conformity with
- the geniusof the nation.  Truly if the officers of
the Crown have any other obje& in view, they

~ give themfelves much unneceflary troubles If
~ theyentertain defigns of a lefs gracious kind, they
- purfue their end by the moft improbable and un-
~ ‘prohtable of all expedients. I have fomewhere
- read of a giant who was choaked by.a fix-penny
~ doaf after he had breakfafted upon’ wind-mills.
- Have all the old contrivances for governnient in
- Ireland failed? Isthe hand paralized that difpenfes
& gatronage? Has influence become innoxions?
- Tobe plain and ferious, whatisthat unfavourable
~ meafure of vegulation for Irifh people, or Irith
- pretenfions, which might net’ be carried into ef-
~ fect without this concuffion and this removal,
| and effedied too by meanss. infinitely lefs trouble,
ﬁﬁt - fome and invidious ? ' Bat, fay they, the Minifter
. projects to render. this ifland a military depot for
the Empire. Thep indeed, heis a fimpleton, who
- refufes ‘to leave s this conflitution, which re.
- quires forty thoufand auxiliaries to preferve 1its
~ * equilibrium. Ithould think thathe deprives himfelf
 ofaverycompetentexcufe for martial preparations,
An Incorporating Unien does not. arm the
Crown' with’new powers againft the eople. Mi.
tifters do notgain any thing on the fide of autho-
xity. Alltheir refources for that effe are as com-
Ppleteiand perfet as they could wifh. The public
‘mind, indeed, requires to be cultivated; fromthence *
alone, refiftance to the will of fuperior men is to be
PPrehended in Ireland. But after an Union, the
public mind will juft a& as powerfully as before ;
ditmayas wellcommunicateitsimprefiions to the

| imperial,
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imperial, as to the local legiflature ;* What ! after
all her exertions to produce a change of govern-
ment, of which this country ftands in need, Great
Britain is atonce to caft the advantage from her,
and play thetyrant to: her own detriment.. She
is to go to Ruffia and the Morea to look  for
troops, and will not attach: to her. a ‘warlike
people, her clofeft neighbour. She will fuffer this
land in every war to be the advanced poft of the
enemy ! - Such terrors are for the nutfery, and
more fimple - than children are_ thofe who will
indulge in them. I- confefs if, like' the perfons
who affeé to entertain - thefe apprehenfions, I
could bring myfelf to think, thatthe Englith go-
vernment was. not to be induced, even Dby its in-
tereft, even by the urgent neceflity of {elf-pre-
{ervation, to deal: honeftly by this kingdom, I
fhould much hefitate to doom a man to death;
who turped his thoughts to feparation. Good
gentlemen, how do you fupport the Grown, when
you lay down, that the ftate, over which his
Majefty prefides, - is the moft incorrigible of alt
enemies to thisipeople £ . .~ WL i

If between .government and fubjedt there
isto be no amnefty—no oblivion of erroneous
policy ; not a power on -earth can fo correltits

yule of conduét, as to-create fatisfadtion in the
. . people

% The Britih Parliament, it cannot be doubted, is
more accuftomed to ‘treat. its fubjefts with attention,
and is. more eafy of accefs than the Irifh, _witnels
the very .different. manner in which  the cafe of the
Maroons, has been treated, and that of .the Catholics,
at times difcuffed in Iveland. Now, I fhould think that,
abftracted from' political influence, the mere {entiment
of any part of its fubjeds would have more effe® upon
that, than upon this legiflature. : I donot recolle® any cir=
cgmﬂancc of a Britifh Member of Parliament diftinguifhing
h.tir{\l’elf.by inve@ives againft the fubjeéts for whom he le-
giflates, - : « i
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people. Relations commercial and political are
at this day better underftood, than they were in
the middle of the prefent century. The fcience
of {ociety is ftill in progrefs; and are we to fix our
eyes upon the retrofpe@, and pine over ex-
ploded faults? and are we to imagine thatin the
great change of maxims that has taken place,
one courfe of impolitic proceedings will alone be
preferved, although this fyftem of conduét has
been renounced, has been difcarded as injudi-
cious, and atoned for as offenfive; abjured by
Rtatelmen, and cenfured by authorities; and all this
through the mere love of doing evil ; for the apo--
logy for putting any reftraint upon this country,
the only one indeed ever offered, that Ireland
was not pledged to all the burdens of the empire,
is at an end, when the two countries fhall be
formed by an incorporating Union into one
government. X ‘ |

If our domeflic government were to be fub-
Je€ted to the fame jealous teft, and to the
fame rigid fcrutiny, bas it fo exercifed its func-
tions, asto be entitled to the confidence, which,
on the ground of England’s delinquencies, we are
advifed to withhold from the Imperial Legiflature ?
Has fuch been the blamelefs tenor of its “politi-
cal exiftence, that we are to throw ourfelves with
implicit reliance on its difcretion? If falfe policy
be inexpiable, where is the fhade of the Popery
Laws to tepofe? The Parliament of England
abridged our foreign trade; a feries of Englifh
writers * expofed the error of the pradlice, and it
was abolithed. ~ The Parliament of Ireland fub-
mitted to the inconveniénce, "and filled up the
fyftem, where it was incomplete ; but it alfo in-
terdited the people from the cultivation of the
land, and from civil liberty. ~ We might bav;
' o ' : T live

* Child, Decker, Poftlewaite, Tucker, Smith and Young.
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hved without foreign trade; but ‘whatis a nation
without arts, or manners, or improvement 3 ; A
lawwasin forceinthiskin gdom, toadate asrecentas
the Britilh reftri@ions upon our commerce, which
authorifed any man tofix at five pounds the value of 3
Papift’s horfe, or to levy upon that defcription of
the people, the amount of depredations ‘com-
mitted upon the coaft by an enemy.  Now I rely
upon the manners of the age, that thefe laws will
not be again impofed. I rely upon thefame man-
ners, and upon an improved fenfe of public
intereft, that the Catholics will not again be ren-
dered incapable of helding landed property, even
although no more than twenty years have elapfed,
fince, in this refpe@, the ftatute law has been” cor-
rected in their favour. Shall we not at leaft
expelt the manners of the age, to be as accu.
rately followed, and a judicious fenfe of publicin-
tereft to be confulted by an Imperial Legiflature, as
by this domeftic Parliament, which does not touch
the people very clofely either by delegation or
property ? It is morally certain, that the Britifh*

; government

* No circumftance has contributed in 2 greater degree to
render the Union popular in fome parts of Ireland, than the
temper difplayed by the gentlemen who came over, in the
beginning of the difturbances, as officers of the guards and
militia ‘regiments. It was not the leaf* of the gouod confe-
quences refulting from that generous and fortunate acceffion
of military firength, that loofe fufpicion ceafed to be fol-
Jowed by the punifhment of atrocious guilt; and the
religious defcription, under which a man was claffed, to be
received as prefumptive evidence of his criminality, Thofe
whoareacquainted with the ftyle of converfation that prevailed
during the laft {fummer, will readily agree, that Ireland was
faved from itfelf by the Britifh reinforcement. The tarty
would have chofen in preference, to arm their own adher-
ents, who were certainly very adequate to fupprefs the re.
bellion, but whofe means and proje@ts for reftoring peace
were no lefs pernicious, than the diforders they were op-
poied to.
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government muft, for its own fake, conduét
this nation with a view to its improvement ;
and equal‘ly-certain, that paflions muft eternally
arife, which will prevent the high Proteftant al-
cendancy from becoming a mild dominion, 1
conceive that the controverfy between the Miniiter,
and a ‘certain party, deep in the oppofition'to this
meafure, might be reduced to a dialogue of this
tenor. ¢ Sir, we will undertake to preferve Ire-
*“ land to the ‘Crown ; but youmuft give up the
% country to our mode of management.” “ No,
“ gentlemen, I do not approve of your projedt 3
“ it is a bad fyftem, which has:been purfued too
“ long, and we are weary of it. I know
“ Ireland may be kept by a government of
“ terror; but a relourcelefs fubjection will
¢ not anfwer ‘the -exigencies of the times. I
¢« muft not only bold Ireland, butmake it a pro-
¢ frable member of the empire. I willendeavour to
« reclaim the people. The Duke of Cumber-
¢« land reduced Scotland; but a judicious mg.
“ nagement, and: clemency fecured it. 1 will
¢ make the Jlaw apply with equal vigour and
“ yigilance to-all clafles of the Irifh nation. I
¢ hold you genilemen by your properties; 1 will
« gain the affe@tion of the lower people.”—
This language founds ftrangely in the ears of per-
fons who cannot imagine any relource of im-
perial government, except affixing Ireland by a
party te Great-Britain. They exclaim that the
conneftion of the countriesisin danger; they made
the fame exclamation, on the different fteps to the
abolition of the popery laws,* and each outcry may

>

* Compare the refolutions of the county of Louth, and thofe
of the Corporations of Dublin, in 1782 and in 1799.
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be explained by the other.. The narrow provin-
cial or garrifon policy, to which their minds had
been formed, was certainly put to hazard. ‘But
the members of the cabinet, not having . im-
bibed their politics in College-green, happened
to entertain a more rational and comprehens
five fcheme both of government and connec-
tion.

The law of the land does not bear heavily on the
Irifh people.t+ They are opprefled by the pra&ical
difcipline between rich and poor, and by grievances
arifing from the local management of counties and
diftricts. Then, preferve the law, and take effec-
tual meafures to compel a change of practice The
mild application of authority may in the cafe of a
very unthinking people, be expected to precede, it
certainly cannot fail to produce, .4 benignant
temper. : '

Let the influence of private men be diminifhed.
Accommodate, in fome degree to the temper of
the people, the manner of forming a fund for the
maintenance of the Church, and place that income
under the fafeguard of the laws of property. The
weight of landed intereft gives to the body of
Proteftants an immenfe preponderance-; but it is -
fuch, as cannot admit of a reafonable esception.
It fecures every objet they hold dear ; it ought
to {uffice ; it does fatisfy the moft valuable and
intelligent members of that communion. A pre-
ponderance, founded on party pretenfions alozlxle,
, g ok o 8 .

t I have omitted a head which is very material, but whick
has been already very fenfibly difcuffed. The difference of
intereft petween the government and the people, running in
adverfe currents, and only to be reconciled by an Union,
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the good will decline, and the wife will repre-
bate; let it be legally fupprefled, and prad&i.
cally difcountenanced, and give Great-Britain
an Intereft to guarantee the fettlement. Such
is the fcheme of pacification, which the ftate
of the country feems to demand, and which
promifes to be durable. Such I humbly offer as the
Euthanafia of our fhort-lived, but boiiterous, and
ill-omened independence.

FINIS
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