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TO THE

G E N T L E M ' E N

W H O  HAVE

A D V E R T I S E D  A N  A D D R E S S

T O  BE

SIGNED BY THE CATHOLICS.

Great 'Denmar'k-Jlreeti 
28th July, 1803.

G e n t l e m e n ,

H a v i n g  been accuftomed to take a part in 

the proceedings o f the Roman Catholic Body* 

and feeling a diimclination to concur in the 

Addrefs now offered for Signatures, I am defirous 

to explain the motives of a relu&ance, which 

occaiions very great regret to me.
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Ï apprehend the policy moil approved in our 

body has been, to prefent ourfelves before the 

public only in the moil dignified and folemn 

manner, and on occafions of very great import

ance. Than the prefent, no occafion can be 

more interefting, none can demand more vigorous 

exertions ; but I apprehend the opportunity of a 

great and glorious fervice to our King and Coun

try is frittered away and loit, by the manner in 

which this Addrefs is executed. I have not 

read the iignatures, nor am I acquainted with 

the fecret hiilory of the tranfaction j 1 fhall there

fore be confidered not to mean offence to any 

gentleman, when I fay, that the form of the Ad- 

drefs is cold, jejune, and unintereiling.

It certainly cannot be neceffary to inform the 

Lord Lieutenant and Government of Ireland, that 

the gentry and merchants of our perfuafion, do



not wiih to be fubje&ed to the dominion of the 

Pike-men, and that the latter are in no way defi- 

rous to give up their ware-houfes to be plun

dered.— It cannot be neceflary to tell the public, 

that we wiih the prefervation o f that Authority 

which keeps us fafe in our houfes : but it may 

be of importance to fet the example of loyalty 

and zeal, and by an impreilive exhortation to 

arrcil the progrefs of delufion amongft thofe of

our communion, who are moil; expofed to it.__■

I feel the duty and propriety of this exertion, 

and I am confident, that the refpeâable names 

of feveral gentlemen of the city and vicinity, 

will have the greateil weight in rendering it ef- 

feftual. I cannot believe that either thefe names 

or the fentiments they accompany, will be pro- 

ductive of the good I wiih may be derived from 

them, whilft the latter are conveyed in language,

which
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which not only docs not animate, but may poffi- 

bly be fneered at.

Gentlemen may think, that words are unimpor

tant ; they certainly are fo in many ferious affairs 

of the world, but it is 'not indifferent what ftile 

and words you ufe, when you defire to produce 

an effeft upon the public mind, which words and 

eloquence only can accompliih. T h e  Iriih, a 

lively, feeling people, are eminently to be affeft- 

ed by animating compofition ; and will you, Gen

tlemen, confent to an imputation, that the lead- 

ing Roman Catholics of Ireland, cannot procure 

the exertion of talents, equal to thofe which are 

at the fervice of the rabble that attacked your 

city ? For fhame, gentlemen ; your body does 

not want talents, nor do you want the command 

of them ; fend to any of your places of education,

let an exercife be propofed to your boys. W hat

ought



ought the Roman Catholics o f  Ireland fay to the 

Reprefentative of their Sovereign, when in the 

moil awful crifis of their country’s danger, they 

condole with him on its calamities ? I warrant 

compofitions will be offered to you, confonant to 

the feelings of the nation, and marked with the 

native characters of Iriih genuis.

T he  firft part of your Addrefs is taken from a

proclamation of my Lord M ayor, advertifed ia

the public papers, and figned Allen and Green,

Town Clerks. The latter part has been repeated

one hundred times, but never before was faid fo 

poorly.

On the diilurbances o f 1798, I affented to an 

Addrefs fomewhat better than the prefent, but 

which appeared to me to be the meagre fpeûre 

of what ought to be produced by the Catholics



of Ireland. At that time feveral members of Ad- 

niiniftration were unpopular, and I was pleafed 

beyond meafure with any ftep, although fome- 

what unfatisfaftory, which appeared calculated 

to prevent difcontent from paffing into difaffec- 

tion. But thank God, the ftate of things is alter

ed. The Roman Catholics of Dublin are dif- 

pofed with zeal to fupport the eftabliihed autho

rity ; there is perhaps, in fome perfons an apathy 

from which they require to be roufed, or to have 

the fluctuation of their mind decided. Will 

your Addrefs contribute to produce thefe difpofi- 

tions, will any man be proud of it ? If not, it 

will fall itill-born to the ground ; there is a cer

tificate in the Lord Lieutenant’s trunk, of what 

no one doubted, that certain men of confidera- 

tion are loyal ; but the Government is not ferved, 

and the country is not invigorated. The spirit

of



/
o f the Roman Catholics of Dublin is loyal, but 

it requires at this moment to be fomewhat cheer- 

ed and direfled. T he  meafures you have in 

contemplation, for the reafons I have affigned, 

will do neither the one nor the other. The 

opportunity is great and critical, and the inten

tions of gentlemen excellent ; it is a pity that all 

ihould be fruftrated by a fmall defect in judgment 

and fele&ion.

And here, permit me, Gentlemen~to add, that 

the crifis calls from men in your fituation for in

finitely more than Addreffes. Addrefles will nei

ther form a rampart againft Pikes, nor repel nor 

difcourage an Invader. I iliould rather fee an 

aflociation formed to diicountenance difcontent 

and difaffe&ion in our body ; I ihould rather fee 

the refpe&able names of this metropolis engaged 

in calling to arms thofe over whom their very

deferved
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deferved influence extends ; there feems to have 

arifen out of the unfortunate fituation of this 

Country, an unwife and miftaken liberality, which 

prevents the admiffion of Catholics into certain 

Yeomanry Corps of this C ity; the effect of that 

injudicious difcrimination, is to difguft and awe, 

and alienate an effential portion of the people j 

to furniih an apology to the indolent, and to the 

paltroon, and a pretext to the difaffe&ed. It 

might, if Government faw no reafon to difapprove 

of the meafure, be judicious to form a new Corps, 

in order that a very gallant and ufeful fpirit ihould 

not be damped or mifdirecled. Here there is 

fcope for the patronage and activity of feveral 

gentlemen amongft you ; the exertions of our 

Clergy will at the prefent moment prove of incal

culable benefit, our valuable Prelate has already 

pointed the way, I cannot prefume that his Clergy

require
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require to be ftimulated, but they may be kept in 

countenance and fupported.

W ith  refpeft to the Addrefs, I prefer to truft 

to my character for loyalty, rather than hazard 

any other reputation I may afpire to, by fetting 

my name to that compofition.

I have the Honor to  be , 

G e n t l e m e n ,

Your very obedient Servant,

T H E O B A L D  M ‘K E N N A ,

LETTER



L E T T E R

TO

THEOBALD M'KENNA, Esq.

M y d e a r  Sir ,

X  P E R F E C T L Y  concur with the fentiments 

o f your fpirited letter, which I have juft perufed, 

and I have not a doubt that the Addrefs of the 

Catholics, as it ftiles itfelf, is not calculated to 

ferve the Government of this country, or to raife 

the eftimation of the Addreflers with the public, 

and I have therefore declined fubfcribing my 

name to it.

M y

»



M y attention to it was firft attracted by a laco

nic and not very refpedful, notice in the Newf-
»

papers of Wednefday laft, informing the Catho

lics, that an Addrefs lay at Fitzpatrick’s, to be 

figned by them. W hen  I inquired for this ad- 

drefs at Fitzpatrick’s, there was exhibited to me 

a draft of a miferable compofition, entitling itfelf, 

to my amaze, “  the Addrefs of the Roman Catho

lics of Ireland.”  If  I was ilartled at the p ree m p 

tion of this title, I was foon benumbed and be

wildered by the drowfy confufion of language— > 

I bluihed for the imprudence in framing—I 

was difgufted by the general tone of caufelefs 

fervility and panic which marked this Addrefs, 

and expofed a loyal and high-fpirited people to 

{lander and ridicule.

W hat the hiitory of its conception and birth is, 

I could not diftinctly learn. I aiked thofe,

whom
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whom I met there, was it truly, as it pretended

to be, the Addrefs of the Catholics of Ireland ? 

If  fo, upon what difcuffion, and by whom had 

it been framed ? W hat meeting had been held, 

what notice given, who had prefided ? I alked in 

vain. I  alked myfelf, why an Addrefs at all ? 

W hy  not rather give fomething more fubftantial ; 

our money, our influence in procuring defenders 

for our Country, our exertions in opening the 

eyes of our Countrymen to the horrors of French 

Tyranny, Rapine and Outrage ? Such fervices 

might be ufeful indeed.

But Gentlemen deceive themfelves, if they 

imagine that the dignified and intelligent per- 

fons, who now compofe the government of this 

country, are to be amufed by the hacknied 

game of addreiTing ; may they not fufpeft that

this
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this Addrefs is partly a fcreen to hide the cri

minal fluggifhnefs and apathy of forae of its 

fubfcribers ?

Setting apart thofe forms of courtefy, with 

which a prelate and a peer of our perfuafion 

will, of courfe, be received at the Caille, may 

not the real feeling of Government towards 

this Addrefs be to this effeft, and may it not 

be defcribed in tliefe terms :— “  Gentlemen, 

“  you have now had for fome time pail a 

“  mild and jufl Adminiilration, kind towards 

“  you, profperous to your Country ; you now 

“  bring, as your teilimony to our conduit, a 

“  doleful and unintelligible Addrefs, re-iterat- 

“  ing, as you fay, the fame ilale affurances, 

“  which, in a moment of panic in 1798, you 

“  already proffered to a Government, the in- 

“  dividuals of which you did not, nor could

not
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"  not, eftccm or love, and with whom wc hope 

cc we do not deferve to be claffed. Amongft 

“  your fîgnatures, we do not fee the learning, 

the civil or military talents, of your perfua- 

“  fion— we do not fee your fpirited, opulent, 

and powerful country-gentlemen of Muniler, 

“  Leinfter, and Connaught, or the trading and 

cc monied interefts of any other city or town, 

“  fave Dublin alone. It therefore mifcalls it- 

“  felf the Addrefs of the Roman Catholics of 

“  Ireland— and indeed, we know that that great 

“  body will now bring us far more fubftantial 

“  fupport than mere AddreiTes. But we fee, 

amongil your fignatures, fome refpe&able 

6C clergy, a worthy nobleman, and fome rich 

cc merchants and ihopkeepers o f Dublin only. 

“  N ow , we fay to you in one w ord— if you 

ic really do feel it neceffa y, as you fay, to 

46 wipe off the imputation of difloyalty from
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“  y °ur characters, give us fome m ore convinc- 

ing pledges of y ou r  co-operation at this cri- 

cc tical junc tu re , than this creeping Addrefs. 

“  You, w ho are rich , un lock  y ou r hoards, 

“  and bring forth y o u r  m oney for your coun- 

“  t ry ’s fervice. Y ou , w ho have rank , influ

ence o r activity, from loyal aiTociations for 

cc pubiic purpofes, devife and execute ufeful 

meafures for the com m on defence ; be zea

lous and enterprifing in the difcharge of the 

military duties you have undertaken , and  

“  prove that you are in earneft, when you 

m ake profefiions of oppojtng the promoters 

of anarchy. As for the reft, we accept 

j o u r  abandonm ent, as individuals, o f  your 

claims to the reftoration o f  your political 

“  rights, and we hope, that this facrifice is no t 

the lefs lincere or binding, becaufe it is made 

“  in a m om ent of fear and alarm. W e thank



i8

-  you for your loyal fpeeches, but the times 

«  require a vigorous loyalty of aSim  alone.”

You fee, my Sir, into what a fnare thefe 

Addrefs-mongers would, by a blunder, inveigle 

the Roman Catholics of this country. Thofe 

gentlemen a r e  very good fort o f men in Socle- 

ty ; but, with all due refpea for them, they 

ha’ e neither talents, nor fteadinefs, nor popula

rity and importance enough, to  direct the poli

tical concerns of upwards of three millions of 

us, in a pofition that requires f u c h  a judicious 

blending of difcretion and decifion as the pre-

fent.

Thefe obfervations fully fatisfy my mind, 

that 1 ought not to fign this Addrefs : and that 

it is not merely unnccefliry, but might be m it  

chievous, to the beneficial exertions of many

loyal and popular Catholics, to affix

names to it. .
\ \  ith



\

W ith  refpeft to  Catholic Addreffes in  gene

ral, the governm ent have long, I believe, been 

f ic k o f  them , the public at large either cavil or 

jeer at them , the (landers of diiloyal fa d io n s ,  

w hether O range o r Rebel, are inv ited  and re 

newed by them , the low er claffes of our per- 

fuafion are only confirmed by them  in their 

g row ing  diftruft and  alienation from  their 

ge n try— thus we ihould , by adopting  this Ad- 

drefs, be ridiculed or flighted the m ore , and 

defervedly, by the governm ent w hom  we pro- 

fefs to  fupport, whilft we ihould be difcarded 

and difclaimed as fervile and filly, by the peo

ple w hom  we pretend  to hold at o u r  difpo- 

fat.

I venture  to  affirm, tha t ou r Catholic C oun

try Gentlem en at large, are too dignified and 

difcerning to trifle away their importance w ith  

G overnm en t and w ith  the people by fuch va

pid prattle. Thofe o f the county  o f T ippera-

b 2 ry*
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ry , w ith  w hom  I am conneiled by k indred  or 

intimacy, have obferved a temperate and ref- 

peétful filence fince Lord  Fitzwilliam ’s recal ; 

and what is the confequence ? they retain, 

what may now be found ufeful, fome influence 

amongit the people of their county ; they pof- 

fefs their confidence, they can ferve the go

vernm ent, and they are now doing fo, not by
ft

idle Addreffes, but by expending their money, 

and adively exerting themfelves in procuring 

defenders of the eftabliihed authorities. A nd  

are thefe the m en, who are to declare, or to  

feel it to  be necelfary at this time to make 

Profeffions of their Loyalty ? N o ; Profeffions 

at prefent beft become thofe who will go no 

farther, and iuch , 1 believe, is the true light in 

which governm ent will view this Addreis.

Is it wife, or politic, or fpirited in Catholics 

of any refle&ion to cry out, as this Addrefs does,

that they now forego all claim to the reftora-
tion
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tion of their civil r igh ts  ; and  tha t to o ,  w hen  

perhaps, governm ent are actually de libera ting  

upon the rem oval o f  all civil d if t in â io n s  on  

the fcore of religion in th is co u n try  ? 1 th in k

that we m ay, very poffibly, by fuch an Addrefs, 

m ifreprefenting the fentiments of the Iriih  Ca. 

tholics at large, in tercept the wifdom  o f  g o 

vernm en t, and prevent them from  extingu ilh - 

ing  one efficient caufe of difaffe&ion in this 

coun try . W e  may thus keep alive o u r  o w n  

political degradation, preferve m atte r  fo r 

F rench in trigues and  artifice to w o rk  upon ,

and prolong the weaknefs and  miferies o f  o u r  

country . Can any policy be m ore vile, ihal- 

low, or mifchievous. ?

Again, is it decent in us, w ithou t any p rev i

ous com m unication o r  difcuffion w ith  o u r  

B re thren , to  aifume the title o f  the Catholics of 

Ireland? I fear that this a ttem pt m ay be con- 

iidered by  the Catholics, as proceeding from

the



the vanity o f a few individuals, (to  fpeak moft 

gently of i t)  who hope to impofe themielves 

upon government as the guides of the Catholic 

body. But they are no fuch thing.

Ladly, is it creditable to our zeal or our ta- 

lents to have produced only this lame and im 

potent Addrefs, at a moment when every Iriih 

heart ought to beat high with the moft fervid 

emotions of attachm ent to Iriih foil, and of 

indignation again* the boafting and perfidious 

foe, who threatens to bring fire, fword, and 

flavery amongft us ? For my part, I can fee 

only one favourable c o n f lu e n c e  of this A d

drefs, namely, that the ftyle and frame of it 

can leave no doubt, if any doubt exifted, that 

the fubfcribers to it are at leaft wholly innocent 

o f  the flowery and eloquent language of the

late Rebel Proclamations.

Therefore, X rejecl this Addrefe, becaufe it 

can do no good, and may produce nufch.e .

I prefer taking m y ground, in common wr.h
r the



the  o ther gentlemen o f my co u n try ,  in acting 

unrem itting ly  in defence of our laws, liberties 

and property. I do no t th in k  it neceffary for 

any m an of confideration, o r  o f  unfufpected 

loyalty, to  ftep ou t of his o rd inary  fphere for 

the purpofe o f afferting w hat nobody can, o r  

ough t for a m om ent to doubt. B u t I do 

th in k  it imperioufly neceffary, in thefe tim es 

o f  awful and im inent danger, for all m en of 

every clafs and defcription w hatfoever, to  co

operate aâlively w ith  the eftabliihed governm ent, 

to rouze and difplay all their courage and ener

gies, in preferving internal quiet and good or- 

der in the firft place, and next, in repelling 

French invaiion. It is the ferious intereft, as 

it  is the folemn ’d u ty , o f  every IriQiman, be 

he rich or poor, o f  an old or a new religion, to  

preferve this the lovelieft co u n try  u n d e r  Hea

ven, from the defolation, pillage arid barbaiities 

o f foreign ruffians, whatever may be their p re

tences on their promifes. E very  facrifice o f

lives
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lives and ‘fortunes, and every other hazard, 

ought to be-held cheap in comparifon with the 

horrors o f  fubjugation to a nation of faith- 

Jefs tyrants, who are the fcourge of Europe.
*

Let us all caft afide our party feuds and fec- 

tarian jealoufies,'let us rally round all that is 

w orth  defending, let us cruih to atoms the 

firft gang o f plunderers that fhall dare to land 

in this Ifland, and not relax in a fingle point 

o f  exertion and vigilance, until we ihall fee the 

prefent arduous ftruggle for the fecurity and li

berties of ourfelves and our pufterity brought 

to a fafe and honourable iffue.

Thefe, my Dear Sir, are my fentiments.
♦ *

I  am, with great regard,

Very Sincerely Tour’s,

D E N Y S SCULLY. 

Baggot-Jlreet, July 30, 1803.
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