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MY LORD,

A PPROACHING towards the clofe of a
long period of public fervice, itis natural I
thould be defirous to ftand well (I hope I do
ftand tolerably well) with that public, which,
with whatever fortune, I have endeavoured
faithfully and zealoufly, to ferve.

I am alfo not a little anxious for fome
place in the eftimation of the two perfons to
whom I addrefs this paper. I have always
atted with them, and with thofe whom they
reprefent. To my knowledge I have not
deviated, no notin the minuteft point, from

B their
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their opinions and principles. Of late, with=
out any alteration in their {entiments, or
in mine, a difference of a very unufual na-
ture, and which, under the circumftances, it
is not eafy to defcribe, has arifen between us.

In my journey with them through Iife,
I met Mr. Fox in my road; and I travelled
‘with him very chearfully as long as he ap-
peared to me to purfue the fame diretion
with thefe in whofe company I fet out. In
the latter ftage of our progrefs, a new
{cheme of liberty and equality was produced
in the world, which either dazzled his ima-
gination, or. was {uited to fome new walks
of ambition, which were then opened to his
view. 'The whole frame and fathion of his
politics appear to have fuffered about that
time a very material alteration. It 1s about
three years fince, in confequence of that ex-
traordinary change, that, after a pretty long
preceding period of diftance, coolnefs, and
want of confidence, if not total alienation
on his part, a compleat public feparation has
been made between that gentleman and me.

Until lately the breach between us appeared
reparable.
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reparable. T trufted that time and reflec-
tion, and a decifive experience of the mif-
chiefs which have flowed from the proceed-
ings and the {yftem of France, on which
our difference had arifen, as well as the
known fentiments of the beft and wifeft of
our common friends upon that fubject,
would have brought him to a fafer way of
thinking. Several of his friends faw no fe-
curity for keeping things in.a proper train
after this excurfion of his, but in the re-
union of the party on its old grounds, under
the Duke of Portland. Mr. Fox, if he
pleafed, might have been comprehended in
that fyﬁem,‘f\;ith the rank and coufideration
to which his great talents entitle him, and
indeed muft fecure to him in any party ar-
rangement that ‘could be made. The Duke
of Portland knows how much I withed for,
and how earneftly T laboured that re-union,
and upon terms that might every way be
honourable and advantageous to Mr. Fox.—
His condu& in the laft feflion has extin-
guifhed thefe hopes for ever.
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Mr. Fox has lately publithed in print, a
defence of his condu&. On taking into
confideration that defence, a fociety of gen-
tlemen, called the Whig Club, thought
proper to come to the following refolution—
¢¢ That their confidence in Mr. Fox is con-
firmed, {trengthened, and encrea[ed by the
calummes againft him,”

To that refolution my two noble friends,
the Duke of Portland and Lord Fitzwilliam,
have given their concurrence,

The calumnies fuppofed in that refolution,
can be nothing elfe than the obje@ions taken
to Mr. Fox’s conduét in this feflion of Par-
liament ; for to them, and to them alone,
the refolution refers, I am ane of thofe
who have publicly and ftrongly urged
thofe objettions. I hope I fhall be thought
only to do what is neceffary to my juftifica-
tion, thus publicly, folemnly, and heavily cen-
fured by thofe whom I moft value and eﬁeem
when I firmly contend, that the ol)]et’hons
which I, with many othess of the fricnds ta
the Duke of Portland, have made to M,

Fox’s
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Fox’s condu&, are not calumnies, but founded
on truth ; that they are not few, but'many ;
and that they are not /Zght and trivial, but
in a very high degree, {erious and impor-
tant.

That I may avoid the imputation of throw-
ing out, even privately, any loofe random
imputations againft the public conduét of a
gentleman, for whom I once entertained a
very warm affection, and whofe abilities [
regard with the greateft admiration, T will
put down diftintly andarticulately, fome
of the matters of objettion which 1 feel to
his late do&rines and ' proceedings, trufting
that I fhall be able to demonfltrate to the
friends, whofe ‘good opinion I- would ftill
cultivate, that not levity, nor caprice, nor
lefs defenfible motives, but that very grave
reafons influence my judgment, 1 think
that the fpint of his late proceedings is
wholly alien t6 our national policy, and to
the peace, to the profperity, and to the le-
gal hierties of this nation, according to onr
anciént domefiic and appropriated mode sf hold-
i’-g them, _ -

Viewing
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Viewing things in that light, my confi-
dence in him is not encreafed, but totally
defiroyed by thofe proceedings. ¥ cannot
conceive it a matter of honour or duty (but
the dire&t contrary) in any member of par-
liament, to continue a {yftematic oppofition
for the purpofe of putting Gevernment un-
der difficulties, until Mr. Fox (with all his
prelent ideas) thall have the principal direc-
tion of affairs placed in his-hands; and until
the prefent body of adminiftration (with their
ideas and meafures) is of courfe overturned

and diflolved.
To come to particulars :

1. The Laws and Conftitution of the
Kingdom, entruft the fole and exclufive
right of treating with foreign potentates,
to the King. This is an undifputed part of
the legal prerogative of the Crown. How-
ever, notwithftanding this, Mr, Fox, with-
out the knowledge or participation of any
ene perion in the Houfe of Commons, with
whom he was bound by every party prin-
ciple, in matters of delicacy and importance,

- confiden-
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confidentially to communicate, thought pro-
per to fend Mr. Adair, as his reprefentative,
and with his cypher, to St. Peterfburgh, there
to fruftrate the objets for which the Minifter
from the Crown was authorized to treat.
He fucceeded in this his defign, and did ac-

tually fruftrate the King’s Minifter 12 fome
of the objects of his negociation, 'f’

This proceeding of Mr. Fox does not (as
I conceive) amount to abfolute high treafon;

Ruflfia, though on bad terms, not having -

been then declaredly at war with this king-
dom. But {fuch a proceeding is, in law, not
very remote from :that.offence, and 1s un«
doubtedly a moft unconftitutional a&, and
an high treafonable mifdemeanor.

'The legitimate and fure mode of commu-
nication between this nation and foreign
powers, 1s rendered uncertain, precarious,
and treacherous, by being divided into two

channels, ohe with a Government, one with
the head of a party in oppofition to that Go- -
vernment ; by which mean:. thc, foremn
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powers can never be affured of the real au-
thority or validity of any pubhc tranfation
whatfoever.

On the other hand, the advantage taken of
the difcontent which at that time prevailed
1 parliament and in the nation, to give to an
individudl an influence dlre&ly agamﬁ the
Government of his country, -in a foreign
couit, has made a highway into England
for the intrigues of foreign courts in our af-
fairs. ‘This is a fore evil; an evil from
which, before this time, England was more
free than any other nation.  Nothing can
preferve us from that evil---which connedts
cabinet fa&tions with popular fa&ions here
and abroad---but the keeping facred the
Crown, as the only channel of communica-
tion with every other nation.

‘This proceeding of Mr. Fox has given a
ftrong countenance and an encouraging ex-
ample to the do&trines and pratices of the
Revolution and Conftitutional Societies, and
gf other mifchievous focieties of that de-
{eription, who, without any legal authority,

A A ' and
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and even without any corporate capacity,
are in the habit of propofing, and to the beft
of their power, of forming leagues and alli-
ances with France.

"T'his proceeding, which ought to be re-
probated on all the general principles of go-
vernment, is, in a more narrow view of
things, not lefs reprehenfible. It ¢ends to
the prejudice of the whole of the Duke of
Portland’s late party, by difcrediting the
principles upon which they {upported Mr.
Fox in the Ruffian bufinefs, as 1f they, of
that party alfo, had proceeded in their parlia-
mentary oppofition, on the fame mifchievous
principles which auated Mr. Fox in {end-
ing Mr. Adair on his embafly.

2. Very foon after his fending this em-
bafly to Ruffia, that is, in the Spring of
1792, a covenanting club or affociation was
formed in London, calling itfelf by the am-
bitious and invidious title of ¢ The Friends of
the People.” It was compofed of many of
Mr. Fox’s own moft intimate, perfonal and
party friends, joined to a very confiderable

C part
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part of the members of thofe mifchievous
aflociations called the Revolution Society,
and the Conftitutional Society. ‘Mr. Fox
muft have been well apprized of the progrefs
~ of that {ociety, in every one of its fteps; if
not of the very origin of it. I certainly was
informed of both, who had no conne&ion
with the defign, dire@tly or indireétly. His
influence over the perfons who compofed
the leading part in that affociation, was, and
1s unbounded. I hear, that he exprefled
fome difapprobation of this clubin one cafe,
(that of Mr. St. John) where his confent
was formally atked ; yet he never attempted
ferioully to put a ftop to the affociation, or to
difavow it, orto controul, check, or modify
1t in any way whatfoever. If he had pleafed,
without difficulty, he might have {fupprefied
itin its beginning. However, he did not only
not fupprefs it in its beginning, but encou-
raged it in every part of its progrefs, at that
particular time, when Jacobin Clubs (under
the very fame, or fimilar titles) were making
fuch dreadful havock in a country not thirty
miles from the coaft of England, and when
every motive of moral prudence called for

the
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the difcouragement of focieties formed for

the encreafe of popular pretenfions to power
and_direction.

3. When the proceedings of this fociety
of the Friends of the People, as well as
others a&ing in the fame f{pirit, had caufed
a very ferious alarm in the mind of the Duke
of Portland, and of many good patriots, he
publicly, in the Houfe of Commous, treated
their apprehenfions and condu& with the
greateft afperity and ridicule. He condemned
and vilified, in the moft infulting and out-
rageous terms, the proclamation iffued by Go-
vernment on that occafion---though he well
knew, that it had pafled through the Duke
of Portland’s hands, that it had received his
fulleft approbation, and that it was the re-
{ult of an actualinterview between that noble
Duke and Mr. Pitt. During the difcuffion
of its merits in'the Houfe of Commons, Mr.
Fox count-cnénc_ed and juﬁiﬁed the chief
promoters 6f_ that affociation; and he re-
ceived inreturn, a public aflurance from
themof “an inviolable adherence to him,
fingly and perfonally. On account of this

( Ca proceeding,
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proceeding, a very great number (I prefurme
to {ay, not theleaft grave and wife part) of
the Duke of Portland’s friends m Parliament,
and many out of Parliament, who are of the
fame defcription, have become feparated from
that time to this from Mr. Fox’s particular
Cabal'; very few of which Cabal are, or ever
have, fo much as pretended t6*be attached
to the Duke of Portland, or to pay any re-
{pe& to him or his opinions.

4. At the beginning of this feflion, when
the fober part of the nation was a fecond
time generally and juftly alarmed at the pro-
grefs of the French arms on the Continent,
and at the fpreading of their horrid princi-
ples and ‘cabals in England, Mr. Fox did
not (as had been ufual in cafes of far lefs
moment) call together any meeting of the
Duke of Portland’s friends 'in the Houfe of
Commons, for the purpofe of taking their
opinion on the conduét to be purfued in Par-
liament at that critical junéture. He con-
- certed his meafures (if with any perfons at
all) with the friends of Lord Lanfdowne,
and thofe calling themf{elves Friends of the

| People,
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People, and others not in the fmalleft de«
gree attached to the Duke of Portland ; by
which condu& he wilfully gave up (in my

opimion) all pretenfions to be confidered as
of that party, and much more of being con=
fidered as the Leader and Mouth of it in the
Houfe of Commons. This could not give
much encouragement to thofe who had been
feparated from Mr. Fox, on account of his
conduét on the firlt proclamation, to rejoin
that party.

5. Not having confulted any of his party
in the Houfe of Commons; and not having
confulted them becaufe he had reafon to
know that the courfle he had refolved to pur-
fue would be highly difagrecable to them,
he reprefented the alarm, which was a fe-
cond time given and taken, in {till more
invidious colours than thofe in which he

“painted thealarms of the former year. He

defcribed thofe alarms in this manner, al-
though the caufe of them was then grown
far lefs equivocal, and far more urgent. He
even went fo far as to treat the {uppofition
of the growth of a Jacobin {pirit in England

as
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as a libel on the nation. As to the danges
from abroad, en the firft day of the feflion,
he faid little or nothing upon the fubjeét.
He contented himfelf with defending the
ruling fa¢ions in France, and with accufing
the public Councils of this kingdom of every
fort of evil defign on the libesties of the peo-
ple;; declaring diftin&ly, ftrongly, and pre-
cifely, that the whole danger of the nation
was from the growth of the Power of the
Crown. The policy of this declaration was
obvious. It was in fubfervience to the ge-
neral plan of difabling us from taking any
fteps againft France.. To countera& the
alarm given by the progrefs of Jacobin arms
and principles, he endeavoured to excite an
oppofite alarm concerning the growth of the
Power of the Crown. 1If that alarm fhould
prevail, ‘he knew that the nation never
would be brought by arms to oppofe the
growth of the Jacobin empire ; becaufe it is
obvious that war does, 1n its very nature,
neceflitate the Commons confiderably to
ﬁr‘engtheu the hands of Government; and

if that ftrength fhould itfelf be the object of

serror, we could have no war, |
6. In
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6. In the extraordinary and violent
{peeches of that day, he attributed all the
evils which the public had fuffered to the
Proclamation of the preceding {ummer,
though he fpoke in prefence of  the Duke of .
Portland’s own fon, the Marquis of Titch-
field, who had feconded the Addrefs on that
- Proclamation ; aad in prefence of the Duke
of Portland’s brother, Lord Edward Ben-
tinck, and feveral others of his beft friends
and neareft relations,

7. On that day, that is, on the 13th of
December, 1792, he propofed an amend-
ment to the Addrefs, which ftands on the
Journals of the Houfe, and which is, per-
haps, the moft extraordinary record which
ever did ftand upon them. To introduce
this amendment, he not only ftruck out the
part of the propofed Addrefs which alluded
to infurreions; upon the ground of the ob-
jections which he took to the legality of the
calling together Parliament, (objeions
which I'maft ever think litigious and fophif-
tical) ‘but-he likewife ftruck out that pars
which related to the Cabals and Confpiracies

of
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of the French Faition in England, although

their pradtices and correfpondences were of

public notoriety. ~Mr. Cooper and M.

Watt had been deputed from Manchefter to

the Jacobins. Thefe ambafladors were re-

ceived by them as Britifh Reprefentatives;

other deputations of Englith-had been re-

ceived at the bar of the National Aflembly ;

they had gone the length of giving {upplies

to the Jacobin armies s gnd they 1n return

had received promifes of military affiftance

to forward their defignsin England; a re-

gular correfpondence for fraternizing the

two nations had alfo been carried on by fo-

cieties in Londonwwith a great number of

the Jacobin {ocieties in France; this corref-

pondence had alfo for its object the pretended

improvement of the Britith Conftitution.—

‘What is the moft remarkable, and by much
the more mifchievous part of his proceedings

thatday, Mr. Fox likewife ftruck out every

thing in the Addrefs which- related to the

tokens of Ambition given by France, her ag-

greffions upon our allies, and the fudden and
dangerous growth of ber power upon every

Jide 5 and inftead of all thole weighty, and
at
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at that time, neceffary matters, by which
the Houfe of Commons was (in a cri-
fis, fuch as perhaps Europe never ftood)
to give aflurances to our allies, ftrength to
our Government, and a check to the com-
mon enemy of Europe, he fubftituted no-
thing but a criminal charge on the conduct

- of the Britith Government for calling Parlia-
ment together, and an engagement to en-
quire inte that condudt,

8. If it had pleafed God to fuffer him to -
fucceed in this his proje&, for the amend-
ment to the Addrefs, he would for ever
have ruined this nation; along with the reft
of Europe. At home all the Jacobin focieties,
formed for the utter deftru&tion of our Con-
{titution, would have lifted up their heads,
which had been beaten down by the two
Proclamations. Thofe focieties would have
been infinitely ftrengthened and multiplied
in every quarter; their dangerous foreign
communications would have been left broad
and open 3 the Crown would not have been
authorized to take any meafure whatever for
our imimediate defence by fea or land. “The

D - clofett,
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clofeft, the moft natural, the neareft, and,
at the fame time, from many internal as
well as external circumftances, the weakeft
of our allies, Holland, would "have been
given up, bound hand and foot, to France,
juft on the point of invading that republic.
A general confternation would have feized
upon all Europe; and all alliance with every
other power, except France, would have
been for ever rendered impracticable to us..
I think it impoffible for any man, who re-
oards the dignity and fafety of his country,
or indeed the common fafety of mankind,
ever to forget Mr. Fox’s proceedings in that
tremendous crifis of all human affairs.

9. Mr. Fox very foon had reafon to be
apprifed of the general diflike of the Duke
of Portland’s friends to this condut. Some
of thofe who had even voted with him, the
day after their vote exprefled their abhor-
rence of* his amendment, their fenfe of its
inevitable tendency, and their total aliena-
tion from the principles and maxims upon
which it was made; yet, the very next day,
that is, on Fiiday, the 14th of December, he

brought
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brought on what in effe® was the very fame
bufinefs, and on the fame principles, a fe-
cond time.

10. Although the Houfe does not ufually,
fit on Saturday, he a 7hird time brought on
another propofition, in the fame {pirit, and

- purfued it with fo much heat and perfeve-
rance as to {it into Sunday; a thing not
known in Parliament for many years.

11. In all thefe motions and debates he
wholly departed from all the political prin-
ciples relative to France, (confidered merely
as a ftate, and independent of its Jacobin
form of government) which had hitherto
been held fundamental in this country, and
which he had himfelf. held more ftrongly
than any man in Parliament. He at that time
ftudioufly feparated himfelf from. thofe to
whofe fentiments he ufed to profefs no fmall
regard, although-thofe fentiments were pub-
licly declared. I had then no concern in
the party, having been for fome time, with
all outrage; excluded from it; but, on ge-
neral principles, I muft fay, that a perfon

D2 who
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who affumes to be leader of a party corti=
pofed of freemen and of gentlemen, ought to
pay fome degree of deference to their feel-
ings, and even to their prejudices.  He
ought to have fome degree of management
for their eredit and influence in their country.
He fhewed fo very little of this delicacy,
that he compared the alarmiraifed in the
minds of the Duke of Portland’s party,
(which was his own) an alarm in which
they fympathized with the greater part of
the nation, to the panic produced by the
pretendcd Popith plot in the reign of Charles
the Second—defcribing it to be, as that was,
4 contrivance'of khiaves, and believed only
by well-meaning dupes and madmen.

12. The Monday following, (the 17th of
December) he purfued the fame condu&.——F
The means ufed in England to co-operate
with the Jacobin army in politics agreed ;
that is, the mifchievous wriﬁngs circulated
with much induftry and fuccefs, as well as
the {editious clubs, at that time, added not
a little to the alarm taken by obferving and

well-informed men. The writings and the
clubs
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¢lubs were two evils which marched toge-
ther. Mr. Fox di{covered the greateft pof-
fible difpofition to favour and countenance
the one as well as the other of thefe fwo
grand inftruments of the French {yftem.—
He would hardly confider any political writ-
ing whatfoever, as a libel, or as a fit object
of profecution. At a time in which the
prefs has been the grand inftfument of the
fubverfion of order, of morils, of religion,
and I may fay of human fociety 1itfelf, to
carry the do&trines of its liberty higher than
ever it has been known by its moft extrava-
gant aflertors even in France, gave occa-
fion to very ferious refle¢tions. Mr. Fox
treated the affociations for profecuting thefe
libels, as tending to prevent the improve-
ment of the human.mind, and as a mobbith
tyranny. He thought proper to compars
them with the riotous affemblies of Lord
George Gordon in 1780, declaring that he
had advifed his friends in Weftminfter, to
fign the ﬁﬁ_‘ociations whether they agreed to
them or,not, in order that they might
avold deftruction to their perfons or their
houfes, or a defertion of their thops. This

infidious
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infidious advice tended to confound thofé
who wifhed well to the object of the afloci-
ation, with the feditious, againft Whom the
affociation was direted. By this ftratagem,
the confederacy intended for preferving the
Britith conftitution, and the public peace,
would be wholly defeated. The-magiftrates,
utterly incapable of diftinguithing the friends
from the enemies of order, would in vain
look for fupport when they ftood in the

greateﬁ need of it.

13. Mr. Fox’s whole condu&, on thig
occafion was without example. The very
morning after thefe violent declamations in
the Houfe of Commons againft the affoci-
ation, (that is on Tuefday the 18th) he
went himfelf to a meet'ng of St. George’s
parith, and there figned an aflociation of the
nature and tendency of thofe he had the
night before fo vehemently condemned ; and
{everal of his particular and moft intimate
friends, inhabitants of that parifh, attended
and figned along with him,

14. Imme-

e, T
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12. Immediately after this extraordinary
ftep, and in order perfe@ly to defeat the
ends of that affociation againft Jacobin pub-
lications, (which, contrary ro his opinions,
he had promoted and figned) a mifchievous
fociety was formed under his aufpices, cal-
led, the Friends of the Liberty of the Pre/s.
Their title groundlefsly infinuated, that the
freedom of the prefs had lately fuffered, or
was now threatened with {fome violation.—
This fociety was only, in reality, another
modification of the fociety calling itfelf the
Friends of the People, which; in the preced-
ing fummer had caufed {o-much uneafinefs
in the Duke of Portland’s mind, and in the
minds of feveral of his friends. This new
fociety was compéfed of many, if not moft
of the membersof the club of the Friends
of the People, with the addition of a vaft
multitude of others ({uch as Mr. Horne
Tooke) of ‘the worft and moft {editious dif-
pofitionsithat could be found in the whole
kingdom®.dn the firft meeting of this club,
Mr. Erfkine took the lead, and directly (with-
out any difavowal ever fince on Mr. Fox’s
part)amade ufe of his name and authority in

Javour
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Javour of its formation and purpofes. Ir; the
fame meeting Mr. Erfkine had thanks for
his defence of Parme, which amounted to a
complete avowal of that Jacobin incendiary,
clfe 1t is unpofiible to know how M. Erf-
kine fhould have deferved fuch marked ap-
plaufes for a&ing merely as afawyer for his
fee, 1n the ordinary courfe of his profeffion.

15. Indeed Mr. Fox appeared the general
patron of all fuch perfons and proceedings.
When Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and other
perfons, for pradtices of the moft dangerous
kind, in Paris and in London, were re-
moved from ‘the King’s Guards, Mr. Fox
took occafion, 1n the Houfe of Commons,
heavily to cenf{ure that aét as unjuftand op-
preflive, aid tending to make officers bad
citizens. . There were few, however, who
did not call for fome fuch meafures on the
part of Government, as of abfolute necef-
fity for ‘the King’s perfonal {fafety, as well
as that of the public; and nothing but the
miftaken lenity (with which fuch practices
were rather difcountenanced than punithed)

could



Wr A

( 25 )

could poffibly deferve réprehenfion in - what
was done with regard to thofe gentlemen.

16: Mr. Fox, regularly and {yftematically,
and with'adiligence long unufual to him, dia
every thing he couldto countenance the {ame
principle of fraternity and conneftion with
the Jacobins abroad, and the National Con-
vention of France, for which thefe officers
had been removed from the*Guards. For
when a bill (feeble and lax indeed, and far
thort of the vigour required by the conjunc-
ture) was brought in for removing out of
the kingdom the emiffaries of France, Mr.
Fox oppofed it with all hissmight. He pur-

* {ued a vehement and'detailed oppofiton to it

through all its ftages, 'defcribing it as a mea-

{ure contrary to the exifting treaties between

. ‘Great Britain and: France ; as a violation of

the law of nations, and as an outrage on the
gteat charter itfelf.

1y. 1o, tf]@ fame manner, and with the
{ame heaty he oppofed a bill, which, (though
aukward-and artful in its conftruction) was
right and wife in its principle, and was pre-
B | cedented
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cedented in the beft times, afid abfolutely
neceflary at that jun&ure, I mean'the Trai-
torous Correfpondence Bill. By thefe means
the enemy, rendered infinitely dangerous by
the links of real faction and pretendedicom-
merce, would have been ' (had ;Mr. Fox
fucceeded) enabled to carryon ' the war
again{t us by our own. refources. For this-
purpofe that enemy would “have its agents
and traitors in the midftofinss

18. When at length war was a&ually de< "
clared, by the ufurpers 'in France, againft’
this kinedom, and declared whilft they were '
prerenomg a pegociation through Dumou-
rier with Tsord Auckland, Mr. Fox ftill con<'
tinued, through the whole of the proceed-
ings, to difcredit the national lonour and
juftice, and to throw the entire blame of the
war on Parliament and on his own country,
as acting ‘with violence, haughtinefs, and®
wantof “equity. He frequently aflerted,
botit at the time and ever fince, that the
war, thongh declared by France, was pro-
voked by us, and that it waswhelly unnecef=
fary and fundamentally unjuft -

19. He
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19. He has loft no opportunity of railing,
in the moft virulent manner, and in the moit
unmeafured language, at every foreign power
with whom we could now, or at any time,
contra& any ufeful or effetual alliance
againft France, declaring that he hoped no
alliance with thofe powers was made; or was
in a train of being made. * He always ex-
prefled himfelf with the utmoft horror con-
cerning {uch alliances, fo didall his pha-
lanx. Mr. Sheridan, n particular, after one
of his inve&ives again{t thofe powers, fitting
by him, faid, with manifeft marks of his
approbation, that if wemuft go to war, he
had rather go to war alone than with {uch

a allies.

20. Immediately after the French decla-
ration of war againft us, Parliament addref-
fed the King in f{upport of the war againft
them, as juft and neceflary, and provoked as
well as formally declared againft Great Bri-
tain. He did not divide the Houfe upon this

| OFF meafure ;

e

. Iﬁ is an ‘exteption, that in one of his laft {peeches, (but
not before) Mr. Fox feemed to think, an alliance with Spain
might be proper.
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meafure 3 yet he immediately foHeW?dNtzhiS?
our {olemn Parliamentary engagement tothe
King, with a motion propofing a fet/ ofwes
{olutions, the effe of which was, thatithe
two Houfes were to load themfelves, with
every kind of reproach for having: made the
addrefs, which they had juft carried to the
Throne, He commenced this long ftring of
- criminatory refolutions; againft his country
(:f King, Lords and Commons of Great Bri~
tain, and a-decided majority ‘'without doors
are s country) with awdeclaration againft
7’71:‘9;"771eddling i1 the interior concerns of France.
The purport of this refolution of non-inter-
ference, isa thing unexampled in the hiftory
of the world, when one nation has been ac-
tually at war withanother. The beft writers
on the law of nations, giveno fort of couns
tenance to his do@rine of non-interference,
in the extent-and manner in which he ufed
it, evcm <when there is no war., When the
war exifts, not one authority is againft it in
all(1ts datitude.  His do&rine is equally
contrary to the encmy’s uniform praice,
who, whether in peace or in war, makes it
Her great aim, not enly to change the Go-.
vernmert
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vernment, but to make an entire revolution
in the whole of the focial order in every
country.

The obje& of the laft of this extraordinary
ftring of refolutions moved by Mr. Fox, was
to advife the Crown not to enter into {uch
an engagement with any foreign power; fo
as to hinder us from making a feparaze peace
with France, or which might tend to enable
any of thofe powers to introduce a govern-
ment in that country, other than fuch as
thofe perfons whom he calls the people of
France, fhall choofe to eftablith. In fhort,
the whole of thefe refolutions appeared to
have but one drift--=namely, the facrifice of
our own domeftic dignity and fafety, and the
independency of Europe, to the {fupport of
this ftrange mixture of anarchy and tyranny
which prevails in France, and which Mr.
Fox and his party were pleafed to call a
Government. The immediate confequences
of thefe meafures was (by an example, the
ill effects of which, on the whole world, are
not to-be ecalculated) to fecure the robbers
af the innocent nobility, gentry, and ecclefi-

aftics
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aftics of Frarice, the enjoyment of the {poil
they have made of the eftates, houfes,“and
goods of their fellow-citizens. T

21. Not fatisfied with tnoving.thefe’ re-
folutions, tending to confirm  thisy horribla
tyranny and robbery, and with actually divid-
ing the Houfe on the firlt of the/long firing
which they compofed, -in"a. few days after-
wards he “encouraged+and. {upported Mr.
Grey in producing the Very fame ftrings in a
new form, and in moving, under the (hape
of an addrefs of Parliament to the Crown,
another virulent libel on all its own proceed-
ings in this {effion,.in which not only all the
ground of the refolutions was again travelled
over, but much new inflammatory matter
was introduced. In particular, a charge was
made, that Great Britain had not interpofed
to prevent the laft pastition of Peland. On
this hcad the party dwelt very largely, and
very vehemently. Mr. Fox’s intention, in
the choice of this extraordinary topic, was
evident enough. He well knows two things;
firft, that no wife or honeft man can approve
of that partition, and without prognofticating

great
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great mifchief from it to all countriés at fome
future time. Secondly, he knows quite as

well, that, let our opinions on that partition.

be what th=y will, England, by it{elf, 1s not
in a fituatic.1 to alford to Poland any affiftance:;
whatfoever. -The purpofe of the introduc-,
tion of Polith politics into this difcufiion, was.
not for the fake of Poland ; it was to throw
an odium upon thofe who are obliged to de-,
cline the caufe of juftice from their impofii-,
bility- of fup'portring a_caufeywhich they ap-
prove; as if we, who think more ftrongly on
this.{ubjet than he does, ;were of a party-
againft Poland, becaufe we are obliged to act
with fome of the authors of that injultice,
againft our common énemy, France. But
the g’réat and, leading purpole of this intro-
duétion of Poland. into the debates: on the
French:war, was to .divert the public atten-
tion from what was in our power, that is,
from - a- fteady co-eperation againft France,
to a quarrel with the Allies for the fake of a
Polith war, which, for any ufeful purpofe to

Poland, hesknew it was out of our power to.

make. If England can touch Poland ever fo
remotely, it muft be through the medium of
' alliances.
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alliances. But by attacking all the combined.
powers together for their fuppofed uhjuft
aggreflion upon France, he bound them by
a new common -  intereft, not feparately to
join England for the refcue of Poland. The
propofition could only mean to do what all
the papers of his party in the Morning Chro-
nicle have aimed at pcrfiladiﬁ“g‘-ﬂfé- publie to,
through the whole of "the laft autumn and
winter, and to this hour ;*that'is, to an alli-

ance ‘with the Jacobins' of France, for the'
pretended purpofe  of fuccouring ' Poland.

This curious’ projeét would ‘leave to Great
Britain no other AHy'inall Europe, except”
its old enemy France

22. Mr. Fox, after the firft' day’s “difcuf-
fion on the queftion for the-addrefs, was at"
length driven' to admit---(to  admit rather
then to urge, and that very faintly) that
France had' difcovered ambitious  views,
whieh none of his partizans, that I'recolleét,
(Mr; Sheridan excepted) did,however, either"
urge or admit( What is remarkable enough,
all the points admitted againft the Jacobins,
svere brought‘to bear in their favour as much

a8
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as thofe in which they were defended. But
when Mr. Fox admitted that the conduér of
the Jacobins did difcover ambition, he always
ended his admiffion of their ambitious views
by an apology for them, infifting, that the
univerfally hottile difpofition fhewn to them,
rendered their ambition a fort of defenfive
- policy. * Thus, whatever road he #ravelled,
they all terminated in recommending a re-
cognition of their pretended Republic, and in
the plan of {ending an ambaffador to it. This
was the burthen of all his fong--< Every thing
which we could reafonably hOPﬁ fromy war,
would be obtained from treaty.”” It s to be
obferved, however, that in all thefe debates,
Mr. Fox never once ftated to the Houfe
upon what ground it was he conceived, that
all the objects of the French fytem of united
fanaticifm and ambition would inftantly be
given up whenever England fhould think
fit to propofe a treaty. On propofing fo
ftrange a recognition and fo humiliating an
embafly as he moved, he was bound to pro-
duce his authority, if any authority he had.
He ought to have done this the rather, be-
caufe Le Brun, in his firft .propofitions, and
N ' 4 n
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in his anfweérs to Lord Grehville, defended,
on prz'ncip/e, not on témpardry conenientey
every thing which was objeted to France,
and thewed not the fmalleft difpofition to give
up any any one of the points in difcufiion.
Mr. Fox mutft alfo have known, that the
Convention had pafled to the order of the
day, on a propoﬁtion' to give fome fort of
explanation or modification to the hoftile de-
cree of the 19th of November, for exciting
infiirrections in all countries ; adecree khown
to be peculiarly pointed at Great  Britain.
'The whole proceeding of the French admi-
niftration was the moft remote that could be
imagined from furnithing any indication of a
pacific difpofition: for at the very time in
which it was pretended that the Jacobins
entertained thofe boafted pacific intentions,
at the very time in which Mr. Fox was urg-
ing a treaty with them, not content with re-
fufing a modification of the decree for infur-
reCions, they publifhed their ever memorable
decree of the 15th of December, 1792, for
diforganizing every country in Europe, into
which they fhould on any occafion fet their
foot ; and on the 25th and the 3oth of the

{arme



§ & )

fame month, they folemnly, and on the laft
of thefe days, practically confirmed that de-
crce.

23. But Mr. Fox had himfelf taken good
care in the negociation he propofed, that
France fhould not be obliged to make any
- wvery great conceflions to her prefumed mo-
deration---for he had laid down one general
comprehenfive rule, with him (as he faid)
conftant and inviolable. This rule, in fa&t,
would not only have left to the fattion in
France, all the property and power they had
ufurped at home, but moft,1f not all, of the
conquefts which by their atrocious perfidy
and violence, they had made abroad. The
principal laid down by Mr. Fox, is this,
< That every flateyin the conclufion of a war,
bas a right to avail itfelf of its conguefls to-
swards an indemnification.”  This principle
(true or falfe) s totally contrary to the policy
which this country has puriued with Fracce,
at various periods, particularly at the treaty
of Ryfwick, in the laft century, and at the
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in this, What-
ever the merits of his rule may be, in the
eyes of neutral judges, it is a rule, which naq

ftatefman



b i

( 36 )

fratefman before him ever laid downtin fa-
vour of the adverfe power with whuem"hc
was to negotiate. The adverfe party himfelf,
may fafely be truited to take care of his own
aggrandifement. But (as if the.black boxes
of the feveral parties had been exchanged)
Mr. Fox’s Englith ambaflador, by fome odd
miftake, would find himfelf charged with the

concerns ‘of France. If we were to leave

TR TS e .

France as fhe ftood at the time when Mr.

Fox propofed to treat. with her, that formi-
~dable power muft have been infinitely
ftrengthened, and almoft every other power
in Evrope as much weakened, by the extra-
ordinary bafis which he laid fora treatv. For
Avignon muftigo from the Pope; Savoy (at
leaft) fromthe King of Sardinia, if not Nice.
Liege, Monk, Salm, Deux Ponts, and Bale,
muit be {eparated from Germany. On this
fide of the Rhine, Liege, at leaft, muft be
loft to the empire, and added to France. Mr.
Fox’s general principle fully covered all this.
How much of thefe territories came within
* his rule, he never attempted to define. He
kept a profound filence as to Germany. As
to. the Netherlands he was {fomething more

- explicit.
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explicit. He faid, (if I recollect right) that
France, on that fide, might expect fome-
thing towards ftrengthening her frontier.
As to the remaining parts of the Netherlands,
which he fuppofed France might confent to
furrender, he declared, went fo far as that
England ought not to permit the Emperor
to be repoflefled of the remainder of the ten
Provinces, but that #he Pesple {hould choofe
fuch a form of -independent Government as
they liked. This propofition of Mr. Fox
was juft the arrangement which the ufurpa-
tion in France had all along propoied to
make. As thecircumitances were at that time,
and have been ever ‘fince, his propofition
fully indicated what Gevernment .the Flem-
ings mu/? have in the ftated extent-of what
was left to them. . A Government {o fet up
in the Netherlands, whether compulfory, or
by the choice of the Sans Culottes, (who he
well knew were to be the real ele@ors, and
the fole eletors) in whatever name it was
to exift, muft evidently depend for its exift-
ence, as it has done for its original forma-
tion, on France. In reality, it muft have
ended.in that point, to which, piece by
L piece,
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piece, the French were then aétually bring~
ing all the Netherlands ; that is, an-incors
- poration with France; as a body of new
departments, juft as Savoy and Liege, and
the reft of their pretended independent po+
pular fovereignties, have been united to
their republic. Such an arfangement muft
have deftroyed Awuftria; it muft have left
Holland always at the mercy-of France; it
muft totally and for ever eut off all political
communication between England and the
Contimnent. - Such muft have been the fitua-
tion of Europe, according to Mr. Fox’s
fyftem of politics, ‘however laudable his
perfonal motives may have been in propofing
fo compleat a change in the whole fyftem
of Great Britain, with regard to all the
Continental powers.

24. After it had been generally fuppofed
‘that all public bufinefs was over for the fef-
fion, and that Mr. Fox had exhaufted all
the modes of prefling this French fcheme,
‘he thought proper to take a ftep beyond
every expectation, and which demonftrated
4is wonderful eagernefs and perfeverance in

his
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his caufe, as well as the nature and true
characer of the caufe itfelf. This {tep was
. taken by Mr. Fox immediately after his giv-
ing his aflent to the Grant of Supply voted
to him by Mr. Serjeant Adair and a Com-
mittee of Gentlemen, who aflumed to thems
felves to act in the name of the public. In
the inftrument of his acceptance of this
Grant, Mr. Fox took occafion to "aflure
them, that he would always perfevere i the
fame ¢onduct which had procured to him fo
honourable a mark of the public approba-
tion. He was as good as his word.

25. It was not long before an opportu-
nity was found, or.made, for proving the
fincerity of his profeflions, and demonftrat-
ing his gratitude to thofe who had given
public and unequivocal marks of their ap-
probation of his late condu&t. One of the
moft virulent of the Jacobin Fation, Mr.
Gurney, a banker at Norwich, had all
along diftinguithed himfelf by his French
politics.” By the means of this Gentleman,
and of his aflociates of the {ame defcription,
one of the moft infidious and dangerous

' hand-
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hand-bills that ever was feen, had beeén cif-
culated at Norwich againft the war, drawn
up 1n an hypocritical tone of compaflion for
the Poor. 'This Addrefs to the Populace of
Norwich was to play in concert with an Ad-
drefs to Mr. Fox; was figned by Mr.
Gurney and the higher part of ‘the French
‘Fraternity in that town. In this paper
Mr. Fox is applauded “for his Condu&

T P ——

throughout the feffion ; and requefted, be--

fore the prorogation, to make a motion for
an immediate Peace with France,

26. Mr. Fox did not revoke to this fuit:
he readily and thankfully undertook the tatk
-afligned to ‘hims Not content, however,
with merely falling in with their withes, he
propofed-a. tatk on his part to the Gentle-
men of Nowwich, which was, that they fhould
move. the peaple witheut doors to petition
agatnft the War. He faid, that without
fuch -afliftance, little good could be ex-
pected from any thing. he might attempt
within the walls of the Houfe of Commons.
An the mean time, to animate his Norwich
friends in their endeavours to befiege Parlia-

. ment,
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ment, he {natched the firft opportunity to
give notice of a motion, which he very foon
after made, namely, to addrefs the Crown to
make Peace with France. The Addrefs
was fo worded as to co-operate with the
hand-bill in bringing forward matter ¢alcu-
lated to inflame the manufacturers through-
out the kingdom.

27. In fupport of his metion; he de-
claimed in the moft virulént {train, even
beyond any of his former inve&ives, againft
every power with whom we were then, and
are now, alling againft’ France. In the
moral forum, fome of thefe powers certainly
deferve all the ill he faid of them; but the
pv[zt:m! effc@ aimed at, evidently was to
turn our imndignation from France, with
whom we were at war, upon Ruffia, or
Prufiia, or Auftria; or Sardinia, or all of
them together. 1In confequence of his
knowledge ‘that'we con/d not effe@ually do
awithout them, and his refolution that we
Should not a& with them, he therefore pro-
pofed,“that having, as he afferted, ¢ ob-
bt talnw the only avowed object of the

G “ War
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¢ War (the evacuation of Holland), we
‘¢ ought to conclude an inftant Peace.” ., -
| L g

28. Mr. Fox could not be ignorant of the.
miftaken bafis upon which - his mation)was
grounded. He was not ignofang, that,
though the attempt of Dumourier_on Hol-
land (fo very near fucceeding)),fand the na-
vigation of the Scheld (a part of the fame
piece),  werc.among the immediate caudes,
they were by no means the only caufes
alledged for Parliament’s taking that offence
at the proceedings of France, for which the
Jacobins were fo pronipt in declaring war
Upon this kingdom, “Other full as weighty
caufes. had becnralledged : They were, 1.
The gencral overbearing and defperate am-
bition of that Faion. 2. Their aGual at-
tacks on eveiy nation in Europe. 3. Their
ufurpation of territories in the empire with
the governments of which they had no pre-
tence'.of quarrel. 4. Thewr perpetual and
irrevocable confolidation with their own do-
minions of every territory of the Nether-
lands, of Germany, and of Italy, of which
they got.a temporary pofleflion. 5. The
milchiefs attending the prevalence of their

{yftem
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{yftem, which would make the fuccefs of
their ambitious defigns a new and peculiar
{pecies of calamity in the world. 6. Their
tormal public decrees ; particularly thofe of
the 19th of November, and 15th and 25th
of December. 7. ThClI‘ notorious attempts

to undermine the Conftitution of this.coun<

try. 8. Their public reception of .deputa-
‘tions or traitors for that direét purpofe. 9.
Their murder of their Sovereigny. declared
by moft of the members of the Convention,

who fpoke with their vote (without a di{:-"

avowal from any) to be perpetrated, as an

example to 4/ Kings, and a preﬂucnt for all ¢z /

fubje@s to follow. = All'thefe, and not the
Scheld alone, or the.uwahon of Holland
were urged by the Munifter, and by Mr.
Wyndham, by myfelf, and by others who
fpoke in thofe debates, as caufes for brmg-
ing France to a fenfe of her wrong in the
war which the declared againft us. Mr.
Fox well knew, that not one man argued
for the neceﬁrty of a vigorous refiftance to
France, who'did not ftate the war as being
for the very exiftence of the focial order
here, andevery part of Europe; who did

not

/
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not ftate his opinion, that this war was not
at all a foreign War of Empire, but_as
much for our Liberties, Properties; Laws,
and Religion ; and even mdre {o th'an\any we
had ever been engaged in. This was the
war, which, according to. Mr. Fox and
Mr. Gurney, we were to abandon, before the
enemy had felt, in the llightelt degree, the
impreflion of our arms.

29. Had Mr. Fox’s difgraceful propofal
been complied with, this kingdom would
have been ftained with a blot of perfidy hi-
therto without an example 1 our hiftory,
and with far lefs excufe than any a& of per-
fidy whichnwe find in the hiftory of any
other nation. The moment, when by the’
incredible exertions of Auftria (very little
through our’s) the temporary deliverance of
Holland (in effect our own deliverance) had
-been atchieved, he advifed the Houfe in-
ftautly to abandon her to that very enemy,
from whofe arms fhe had freed ourfelves,
and the clofeft of our allies.

30. But
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30. But we are not to be impofed on by
forms of language. We muft a& on the {ub-
ftance of things. ~To abandon Auftria in this
manner, was to abandon Holland itfelf. For
fuppofe France, encouraged and ftrengthen-
ed as fhe mift have been by our treacherous
defertion, fuppofe France, I fay, to fucceed
- againft Auftria, (as fhe had fucceeded the
very year before) England would, after its dif-
armainent, have nothing in the ‘world but the
inviolable faith of Jacobinifin, and the fteady
politics of anarchy to depend upon, againft
France’s renewing the very fame attempts
upon Holland, and renewing them (confider-
ing what Holland wasdnd is) with much bet-
ter profpects of fuccefs. Mr. Fox muft have
been well aware, that if we were to break
with the greater Continental Powers, and par-
ticularly to come to 3 rupture with them, in
the violent and intemperate mode in which
he would have inade the breach, the defence
of Holland againft a foreign enemy, and a
ftrong domeftic factior, muft hereafter reft
folely upon England, without the chance of
a fingle Ally, either on that or on any other

H eccalfion.
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occafion.” So faras to the pretended fole ob-
ject of the war, which Mr, Fox {uppofeduto:
be fo completely obtained, but which then
was not at all, and at this-day issnot com-
pletely obtained, as to leave us nothing elfe
to do than to cultivate a' peaceful, quiet cor-
refpondence ‘with thofe quiet, peaceable and
moderate people, the Jacobins of France.

31. Toinduce us to this, Mr. Fox labour-
ed hard to make it appear; that the powers -
with whom we acted, were full as ambitious
and as perfidious as the French. This might
be true as to ofber mations.  They had not,
however, been fo tor Us or to Holland. He
produced no proof of active ambition and:ill
faith againft Auftria.  But fuppofing the com--
bined Powers had beep all thus faithlefs, and
had been all alike {0, there was one circum-
ftance which made an effential difference be-
tween them and France. I need not be at
the trouble of contefting this point, (which,.
however, in this latitude, and as at all affe&in g
‘Great Britain and Holland, I deny utterly).
Beit fo. But the great Monarchies have it

) ne
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in their power to keep their faith 7 7bey pleafe,
becaufe they are Governments of eftablithed
and recoenized authority at home and ubroad;
France had, in reality, no Goverament. The
very factions who exercifed power, had no
ftability. The French Convention had ne
powers of peace or war. Suppofing the Con-
vention to be free (moft afluredly it was not)
they had thewn no difpofition toabandon ti.eir
proje&s.—Though long driven-out of Licge,
it was not many days before Mr. Fox’s mo-
tion, that they fhll continued to claim it as a
country, which their principles of frateruity
bound them to protect, that is, to {fubdue and
to regulate at their pleafure. That party
which Mr. Fox inclined moit to favour and
truft, and from which he muft have received
his affurances (if any,he did receive) that is
the Briffotins, were then either prifoners or
fugitives. The Party which prevailed over
them (that/of “Danton and Marat) was itlelf
in a tottering condition, and was difowned Ly
a very great part of France. To fay nothing
of the Royal Party who were powerful and
growing, ‘and who had full as good a right to

H 2 claim
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¢laim to be the legitimate Government as any
of the Parifian Fa&ions with whom he pro-
pofed to treat—or rather (as it feemed to me)
to furrender at difcretion. -

32. But when Mr. Fox began to come from
his general hopes of the moderation of the
Jacobins, to particulars, he putthe cafe, that
they might not perhaps be willing to furren-
der Savoy. He certainly ‘was not willing to
conteft that point with them; but rlainly and
explicitly (as I underftood him) propofed to
let them keep it ; though he knew (or he was
much worfe informed than he would be
thought) that England had, at the very time,
agreed on the terms of a Treaty with the
King of Sardinia, of which the recovery of
Savoy was the Cafus Federss. In the teeth of
of this Treaty, Mr. Fox propofed a dire&
and moft {candalous breach of our faith, for-
mally and recently given. But to furrender
Savoy, was to furrender a great deal more
than fo many {quare acres of land, or fo much
revenue.. In its confequences, the furrender
of Savoy, was to make a furrender to France

of
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of Switzerland and Italy, of both which
countries, Savoy is the key-——as it is known
“to ordinary f{peculators in politics, though it
may not be known to the Weavers in Nor-
wich, who, it feems are, by Mr. Fox, called
to be the judgesin this matter.

A fure way indeed, to encourage
France not tomake a furrender of this key of
Italy and Switzerland, or of Mayence, the
key of Germany, or of any other objet
whatfoever which fhe holds, is- to let her fee,
that the People of England raife a clamour
againft the War before terms are fo much as
propofed on any fide. - From that moment, the
Jacobins would be mafters of the terms.—
They would know, that Parliament, at all
hazards, would foree the King to a {eparate
Peace. The Crown could not, in that cafe,
have any ufe of its judgment. Parliament
could not poflefs more judgment than the
Crown, ‘when befieged (as Mr. Fox propoied
to Mr. Gurney) by the cries of the Manufac-
turerss’ This defcription of men, Mr.. Fox
endeayoured in his [peech, by every method,

o
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toirmritate and inflame.  In effet, ' his  twa
ipeeches were, through the whole, nothing
more than an amplification of the Norwiel
Hand-bill. = He refied the greateft part of his
argument on the diftrels of Trade, which he
attributed to the war, though it was ebvious,
to any tolerably good obfervation, and much
inore muft have been clear to fuch an obfer-
vation as his, that the then difficulties of the
T'rade and ManufaGure could have no fort of
- connection with our fhare init. 'The war had
hardly begun. We had fuffered ncither by
{pail, nor by defeat, nor by difgrace of any
kind. Public ecredit was f{o little impaired,
that inftead of being fupported by any extra-
erdinary aids from individuals, it advanced a
credit to individuals to the amount of five |
millions, for the fupport of Trade and Manu-
factures, under their temporary difficulties, a
thing before never heard of ;—a thing of
which I do.not commend the policy—but only
dtate it, to thew, that Mr. Fox’s ideas of the
effe@sof war were without any trace of foun-
dation,

33, It



( 5t )

Aoy 3 It is impoffible not to conret the ar-
guments and proceedings of a Party with that
of 1its leader—efpecially when not difavowed
or controlled by him. Mr. Fox’s partizansde-
claim againit all the powers of Europe, except
the Jacobins, juft ashe does; but not havingthe
fame reafons for management and eaution
which he has, they {peak out. He fatisfies
himfelf mesely with making his invectives,
and leaves others to draw theconclufion. But
they produce their Polifh interpofition, for
the exprefs purpofe of leading to a French
alliance. They urge their French' Peace,
in order to make a junction with the Jacobins
to oppofe the powers, whom, in their lan=
guage, they call Defpots, and their leagues,
a combination of . Defpots. Indeed, no man
can look on the prefent pofture of Europe
o ~with the leaft degree of difcernment, who
will not be thoroughly convinced, that Engs
land muftbe the faft friend or the determined
enemy of France, There 1s no medinm
and I do not think Mr. Fox to be {fo dull a5
not o obferve this. His Peace would 1ns
volve us inftantly in the moft extenfive and

moft
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moft ruinous wars; at the fame time that if
would have made a broad highway (acrofs
which no human wif{dom could put an ef-
fectual barrier) for a mutual intercourfe with
the fraternizing Jacobins on both fides. - The
confequences of which, thofe will certainly
not provide againft, who do notdread or dif=
like them.

34. It is not amifs inthis. place to enter a
little more fully into the {pirit of the principal
arguments on which Mr. Fox thought proper
to reft this his grand and concluding motion,
particularly fuch as were drawn from the in-
ternal ftate of our affairs. Under a {pecious
appearance (notuncommonly puton by men

of unfcrupu]ous ambition) that of tendernefs

and compaffion to the Poor; he did his beft to
appeal to the judyments of the meaneft and
moft ignorant of the people on the merits of
the War, . He had before done fomething of
the famedangerous kind in his printed Letter.
The ground of a political War is of all things
that which the poor labourer and manufacu-
xer are the leaft capable of conceiving. This

fort
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fort of people know in general that they muit
{uffer by War. It is amatter to which the}:‘
are fufficiently competent, becaufe it is.a
matter of feeling. The caufes of a War are
not matters of feeling, but of reafon. and fores
fight, and often of remote confiderations, and
of a very great combination of circumftances,
which zhey are utterly incapable of compre-
hending; and, indeed, it is not every.man in
the higheft clafles who is altegether equal to
it. ~ Nothing, ina general {fenfe, appears to me
lefs fair and juftifiable, (even if no attempt
were made to inflame the pafiions) than to
fubmit a matter on difcufiion to a Tribunal in+
capable of judging of more than one fide of
the queftion. It isatleaft as unjuftifiable to
inflame the paffions of fuch Judges againtt #bas
Jidde, in favor of which. they ‘cannot fo much as
comprehend the arguments. — Before the pres
vilence of the French Syftem (which as far
as it has gone™has extinguithed  the falutary
prejudice ealled - our Country) nobody  was
more f{enfible of this important truth than
My. Foxy and nothing was more proper and
perfinent, or was more felt atthe time, than

" I his
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his reprimand to Mr. Wilberforce for an in-
confiderate expreffion which tended to call ‘in
the judgment of the poor, to eftimate the
policy of war upon the ftandard of the taxes
they may be obliged to pay towards its

fupport.

35- It is fatally known, that the great
Objett of the Jacobin Syftem is to excite the
loweft defcription of the People to range
themfelves under ambitious men, for the pil-
lage and deftru®ion of the more emijnecnt
orders and clafles of the community. The
thing, therefore, thata man not fanatically at-
tached to that dreadful proje@, would moft
ftudioufly avoid, is, te act a part with the
Yrench Propagandifts, in attributing (as they
conftantly do) all Wars and all the confe-
quences of Wars, to the pride of thofe orders,
and to their contempt of the weak and indi-
gent part of ‘the fociety. The ruling Jaco-
binsinfift upon it, that even the Wars which
they carry on with {o much obftinacy againft
all Nations, are made to prevent the Poor
trom any longer being ‘the inftruments and

victims
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victims of Kings, Nobles, and the Arifs
tocracy of Burghers and Rich Men. They
pretend that the deftruction of Kings, Nobles,
and the Ariftocracy of Burghersand Rich Men,
1s the only means of eftablithing an univers
fal and perpztual Peace. This is the greats
drift of all their writings from the time of
- the mesting of the States of France, in 1789,
to the publication of the laft Morning Chro-
nicle. They infift that even the War which,
with fo much boldnefs, they have declared .
againft all Nations, is to prevent the poor
from becoming the Inftruments and Victims
of thefe perfons and defcriptions. It is but too
cafy, if you once teach poor labourers
and mechanics to defy their prejudices, and
as this has been done with an induftry fcarce--
ly credible, to fubftitute the priaciples of
fraternity in the room of that falutary pre-
judice called our Country, itis, I fay, but
too eafy to perfyade them agreeably to what
Mr. Fox hints.in his public Letter, thats
this War is, and that the other Wars have
been, the Wars of Kings; it is eafy to pers
fuade. them that the terrors even of a

I2 foreign
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fbfeign conqueﬁ are not terrors for them—
It is eafy to perfuade them that, for their
part, zhey have ‘nothing ‘to lofe ;“dnd ‘that
their condition is not likely to be altered
for the worfe, whatever party-méy happen
to prevail in the War. Undef any circum-
frances this do@rine is highly dangerous, as
it. tends to' make feperate ‘parﬁes of the
higher and lower orders,and to put their
interefts on a different” bottom. But if the
enemy you have to: deal with fhould ap-
pear, as France now' appears, under the
very name and fitle’ of 'the’ deliveter 'of
the poor, and the -chaftifer of the rich,
the former clafs would readily beecome, not
an indifferent. {pectator of the War, but
would be ready to enlift in the fation of
the enemy; which they would ' confider, ‘tho’
under a foreign name, to be more conne&ed
with them than an adverfe defcription in the
fame land.  All the props of Society would
bedrawn from us by thefe do&rines, and
the very foundations of the public defence
would give way in an inftant.

36; &8 h_ere
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36. There is no point which the Faction
of Fraternity in England have laboured more
than to excite in the 'Poor the horror of any
War with France upon any occafion. When'
they found that their open attacks upon ‘our
Conftitution in favor of a French Republic
were for the prefent repelled--they" put
that matter out of fight, and ‘have taken
up the more plauﬁble and ptopu}ar ‘ grounc
of general peace, upon merely génerdl prin-
ciples, altho’ thefe very men in the corre-
fpondence of their clubs withthofe of France,
had reprobated the neutrality which now they
{o earneftly prefs. But, in reality, their max-
im was and is <« Péace and Alliance with
France, 'and Wase with the reft of the
World.” M

77. This Talt Motion of Mr. Fox bound
up the whole “of his politics during the
{effions. ¢This nmotive had many circum-
ftances, particularly in the Norwich Cor-
re{pondence, by which the mifchief, of all
the others, was aggravated beyond meafure.
Yet, this laft motion, far the worft of Mr.

FOX“*‘-
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Fox’s proceedings, was the beft fupported of
any of them, except his amendment to the
Addre(s. The Duke of Portland had™di-
retly engaged to fupport the War—Here
was 2 motion as diretly made to force the
Crown to put an end to it before.a blow
had been firuck. The efforts of the Faion
have f{o prevailed that fome of his Grace’s
neareft friends have actually.voted for that
motion : fome, after thewing themfelves,
vent away—Others did not’ appear at all,
So it muft be where 2 man is for any time
{upported from perfonal confiderations, with-
out reierence to his public conduét. Thro’
the whole of this bufinefs, the fpirit of fra-
ternity appears to. me to  have been the
governing principle. It might be fhameful
for any man, above the vulgar, to thew fo
blind a partiality even to his own Country,
as Mr. Fox_appears, on all occafions, this
Seflion, to have fhewn to France. Had Mr.
Fox been a Minifter, and proceeded on the -
pringiples laid down by him, I believe there
is little.doubt he would have been confider-
ed.as the moft criminal Statefman that ever

lived
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lived in this Country. I do not know '*-'?1{.
a Statefman out of place is not to be ji fd
in the fame manner, unlefs we can excufe
him by pleading in his favor a total indif-
ference to principle; and that he would a&
and think in quite a different way 'if he
were in office. This I will not fuppofe.
One may think better of him ; and that in
cafe of his power he might change his mind.
But fuppofing, that from better or from worfe
‘motives, he might change his mind on his
acquifition of the favor of the Crown, I
ferioufly fear that if the King fhould to-
morrow put power mtorhis hands, and that
his good genius would infpire him with
maxims very different. from thofe he has
promulgated, he would not be able to get
the better of theill temper, and theill doc-
trines he has been the means of exciting and
propagating throughout the kingdom. From
the very beginning of their inhuman and
unprovoked webellion and tyrannic ufurpa-
tion, he has‘covered the predominant Fattion
in France, and their adherents here, with
the moft exaggerated panegyrics ; neither

has
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has he mifled a fingle opportunity of abafing
and villifying thofe, who 1n uniform-@%@oﬁ-
currence with the Duke of Portland’s and
Lord Fitzwilliam’s opinion, have inawtain-
ed the true grounds of the Revelution Set-
tlement in 1688. He lamented all the
defeats of the French; he rejoiced in all
their victories ; even when thefc victories
threatened to overwhelmathe: Continent of
Europe, and by. facilitating their means of
penetrating into Helland, to bring this moft
dreadful of all evils with irrefiftible force to
the very doors, if/not.into the very heart,
of our Country. . To this hour he always
{peaks of every thought of overturning the
French Jacobinifm by force, on the part of
any Power what{oever, as anattempt unjuf

and cruely and which he reprobates awith
horror. If any of the French Jacobin lead-
ers are {poken of with hatred or fcorn, he
falis upon thofe who take that liberty, with
all the zeal and warmth with which men of
honor defend their particular and boiom

friends, when attacked. He always repre-

fents their caufe as a caule of Liberty; and
all
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all who oppofe it as partizans of. defpotifm.
He obftinately contmues to._confider, the
great  and growing vices, crimes and dif-
orders, of that country, as only ev ils of
paffage, which are to produce a permanent-
ly happy ftate of order and freedom. Hc
feprefents thefe diforders exactly, in the
- fame way, and vntn the fame. llrmtatmnq
which are ufed by one of the-. two great
Jacobin Faétions, I,mean that of PrTroN
and BrissoT, Like them he ftudioufly con-
fines his  horror and reprob_'.t_tlon only to the
maffacres of the fecond of ;September;: and
paffes by thole of the 1oth' of Auguit, as
well as the imp.rifoﬁmegt and . depofition of
the King, which were the confequences of
that day, asindeed were the maflacres them-
felves to which-he confines his cenfure,
tho’ they were not a&ually perpetsated une
til early in September. Like that Faction,
he condemns, not the depofition, or the pro-
pofed exile, or perpetual imprifonment, but
only the murder of the King. . My. SHBRI-
DAN on every occafion,; palliates all their
maflacres commisted in every, part of France,

K as
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as the effects of 2 natural indignation at tha
exo0. bitances of defpotifm, and of the dread
of the people of returning under that yoke
—He has thus taken occafion to load, not
the a&ors in this wickednefs, but the
Government of a mild, merciful, benefi-
cent and patriotic Prince, and his {uffering,
faithful fubje@s, with all the crimes of
the new anarchical tyranny, under which
the one has been mutdered, and the others
are opprefled. Thofe continual either praifes
or palliating apologies of every thing done
in France, and thofe inve&ives as umni-
formly vomited out upon all thofe who ven-
ture to exprefs their difapprobation of fuch
proceedings, coming from a man of Mr,
Fox’s fame' and authority, and ohe who is
confidered as the perfon to whom a great party
of the wealthieft men of the Kingdom look
up, has been the caufe why the principle of
French fraternity formerly gained the ground
which it had obtained. It will infallibly
recover itfelf again, and in ten times a
‘greater degree, if the kind of Peace, in
the manner which he preaches, éver fhall

be
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be eftablifhed with the reigning faction in

France.

38. So far as to the French practices with
regard to France and the other Powers of
Europe—as to their principles and doctrines,
with regard to the Conftitution of States,
Mr. Fox ftudioufly, on all occafions, and
indeed when no occafion calls for it, (as on
the Debate of the petition for Reform)
brings forward and afferts their fundamental
and fatal principle, pregnant with every mif-
chief and every crime, mamely that ¢ in
“ every Country the People is the legiti-
““ mate Sovereign,” exaltly conformable to
the Declaration of the French Clubs and
Legiflators. ¢ LaSouveraineté eft une, in-
““ divifible, inalienable, et imprefcriptible. Elle
“ appartient a la Nation. Aucune Seition
“ du peuple, ni aucun Individu ne peut s'en
‘< attribuer Pexercife.” It confounds, in a
manner equally mifchievous and ftupid, the
origin of .a Government from the people
with its continuance in their hands. I believe,
that no fuch doctrine has ever been heard

Kz | of
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of in'any public "a@ of any ‘Governmerit
whatfcever, until it was adopted (I-think
from the writings of Rouffeau) by the French
Affemblies, who have made it the bafis of
their Conftitution at home, and of the mat-
ter of their apoftate in every ‘country.
Thefe and other wild declarations of abftract
prihbiﬁle, Mr. Fox fays, ate i themfelves
perfeétly right and ‘true’; tho®in fome eafes

he allows ‘the  Frenéh draw abfurd cenfe-

quences from them." ButI conceive he is
miftaken. The confequences are moft lo-
gically, though mioft” mifchievioufly drawn
from the premifes and principles’ by that
wicked and ungracious fattion. The fault
s in the foundation. | |

19. Before" fociety, "in a multitude of
men, it is obvious, that fovereignty and fub-
je@tion are ideas which cannot exift. Itis
the compac on which fociety is formed that
makes both.  But to fuppofe the  people,
Contrary to their compacts, both to giveaway
and retain the fame thing, is' altogether ab-
facd. Tt 1s worfe, for it fuppofes in fome

things
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things combination of men a powerand right
of always diffolving the focial union ; which
power, however, if it exifts, renders them
again as little fovereigns as fubjetts, buta
mere unconneted multitude. It is not ealy
to frate for what good end, at a time like this,
when the foundations of all antient and pre-
fumptive Governments fuch as ours (te which
people {ubmit, not becaufe they have chofen
them, but becaufe they are born to them)
are undermined by perilous theories, that
Mr. Fox fhould be fo fond of referring to
thofe theories, upon all ocealions, even tho'
fpeculatively they might be true, which
God forbid they (hould ! Particularly I do
not fee the reafon why he {hould be {o ford
of declaring, that the principles of the Re-
volution have made the Crown of Great
Britain eleffive; why he thinks it {eafonable
to preach up with fo much earneftnefs, for
now three years together, the do&rine of
refiftence and Revolution at all ; or to affert
that ourJaft Revolution of 1688 ftands on
the fame or fimilar principles with that of
Franee, We ar¢ not called upon to bring
' - forward
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forw afd thefe do&rines, which are ha};dvlw
ever reforted to but in cales: of extremity,
and where they are followed by comre{pon-

dent actions. We are not called wpon by.

any circumftance, that I know of, .which
can juftify a revolt, or which dema.nds a
Revolution, or can make an_ clc&mn of a
fucceflor to the:Crown neceﬁary, what
ever latent right may be fuppofed to exift
for cffeCtuating any of thefe purpofes.

40. Not the leaft alarming of the proceed-
tngsof Mr. Fox and his friends in this Seffi-
on, efpeciaily taken in concurrence with their
whoele preceedings, with regard to France and
its principles, is their eagernefs at this Seafon,
under pretence of Parliamentry Reforms (a
project which had been for fome time rather
dormant) to difcredit and difgrace the Houfe
of Commons. For this purpofe thele Gen-
tlemen bhad found a way to infult the
Houfe by feveral atrecious libels in the
form of petitions. In particular they brought
up a libel, or rather a complete digeft of
hbellous matter, from the Club ealled the

13 nends
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Friends of the People. It is indeed at once
the moft audacious and the moft infidious
of all the performances of that kind which
have yet appeared. It is fdid to be the
penmanthip of Mr. Tierney to bring wwhom
into Parliament the Duke of Ponlmd for-
merly had taken a good deal of pains, and
expcnded as 1 hélr, a conﬁdcrablc fum of
money, :

41. Among the circumftances of danger
from that piece and from its precedent, it
1s obfervable that this is the; firft petition
“(if I vemember right) coming from 2 Club
or Affociation, figned by Individuals, denoting
neither local refs dence, nor corporate capamz"y.
This mode of petition not being ih'x&?l_‘;r
illegal or informal, tho” in its fpmt in the
higheft degree mifchievous, may and will
lead to other things of that nature, tend-
ing to bring thefe Clubs' and Affociations
to the French model, and to make them
in the end anfwer French purpofes: [mem,
that without legal names, thefe Clubs will
be lead to- aflume polifiézil capacities ; that
e Y tl;f;:{
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they may debate the forms of Conftitutiop;
and that from their Mectings they may in-
folently dictate their will to the regular au-
thorities of the Kingdom, in the manaer in
which the Jacobin Clubs iflue theix mandates
to the National Affembly or tﬁg National
Convention. The audacious, rcmonﬁrance
which I obferve is figned byall of that
Aflociation (the Friends. of .the Pcople)
who are not in Parliament, and it was
fupported moft ftrenuoufly by all Afloci-
ations who are Members, with Mr. Fox at
their head. He and they contended for refer-
ring this libel to a committee. Upon the
queftion of that reference, they grounded
all their debate for a change in the Con-
ftitution of Parliament. . The = pretended
Petition is, in fact, a regular charge or im-
peachment of the Houfe of Commons, di-
gefted into a number of Articles. This
plan ‘of reform is not a eriminal Impeach-
ment, but a matter of prudence, to' be fub-
mitted to the public wifdom, which muft
be'as well pprifed of the fads as petition-
ers- can be,  But thofe acceflors of the

' Houfe



( 69 )
Houfe of Commons have proceeded upon
the principles of a criminal procefs; -and

have had the cffrontry to offer proof en
each Article.

42. This charge, the party of Mr. Fox
maintained article by article, beginning
with the firft; namely, the interference of
Peers at Elections, and their nominating in
effe&t feveral of the Members of the Houfe
of Commons. In the printed lift of grievan-
ees whiech they made out on the occafion,
and in fupport of their charge, is found the
Borough, which under Lord Fitzwilliam’s
influence; 1 now fit, By this Remon-
ftrance and its obje@, they hope to defeat
the operation of property in Eleions, and
in reality to diflolve the connection and
communication of interefts which makes the
Houfes of Parliament a mutual fupport to
each other. Mr. Fox and the Friends of
the People are not fo ignorant as not to
know, that Peers do not interfere in Elec-
tions as. Peers, but as men of property—
They well know that the Houfe of Lords
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g by itfelf the feebleft part of the Confti-
tution; they know that the Houfe of Lords
is fupported only by its connedions with the
Crown and with the Houfe of Commions;
and that without this double conneétion the
Lords could not exift 'a fingle year.” They
know, that all thefe parts of our Conftitu=
tion, whillt they arc balanced as oppofing
mtereflts, are alfo conne@ed. as friends';
otherwife’ nothing but confufion could be
the refult of a complex Confticution. If is
natural, therefore,. that they who with the
common deftruction of the whole and of all
15 paits, thould contend for their toral {epa-
ration. . Byt .as the Houferof Commons’ IS
that link which connelts bothe the -other
parts of theConftit'ution.(the Crown and the
Lords) wwith the Mafs of the Pegple, it is
to that link (as it is natural enough) that:
their dinceflant attacks are direGed. That:,
artificial ‘reprefentation of the people being
once difcredited and overturned, ail goes to
pieces, and nothing but a plain French de-.
mocracy oy arbitrary monarchs can pofiibly
ewift. .\ ..

43. Some
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343t Some of thefe gentlermen avhol. have
attacked the Houfe of Comimons,’ leah to
a reprefentation of the people by the head,
that is, to ndmidual reprefentation. 'None
of them that I recolie&, except Mr. Foxy
directly rejected it. - It is remarkable; hows
ever, that he only rejected it by fimply dé:
~&Llaring an opinien. He " let all the argue.
ment go against his opinion. . All the
proceedings and argumenits of his reforming
friends lead to individual répr-’efent&t&ori and
L ¥ n‘othing elfe. It déferves to be attentive=
ly obferved, that this indlividual reprefentas.
tion'is ‘the only plan of « their reform, which
bas beén explicitly propofed. In' the mean
time, the conduct of Mes Fox appears to be
far more inexplicable, on any good ground,
than theirs, whe propofe the individual re-
prefentation; for he neither propofes any
thing, nor ‘even fuwgefts that he has any
thing to propofe in liet of the prefent motde
of conftttutmg the Houfe of Commons.—
On the coﬁ{fary, he declares againft all the
plans ‘which have yet been fuggefted, ei-
ther ﬁ'om himfelf or others: yet, thus un-
‘ K2 proy ided
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provided with any plan what{oever, he
prefled forward this unknown reform. with
all poffible warmth ; and for that purpofe,
in a {peech of {everal hours, he urged the
referring toa comimnittee, the libellous im-
peachment of the Houfe of Commons by
the aflociation of the Friends of the People.
But for M. Fox to diferedit Parliament
as 1t flands,—to countenance leagues, cove-
nants, and affociations for its further dif-
credit,—to render it perfeétly odious and
contemptible,—and at the fame time to
propofe nothing at all in place of what he
difgraces, (is worfe if poflible) than ta con-
tend for perfonal, individual reprefentation,
and is little lefs.than demanding, in plain
terms, to bring on plain anarchy. |

- 44. Mr. Fox and thefe gentlemen have,
for the prefent, been defeated ; but they
are neither converted nor difheastened,
They have folemnly declared, that they
will perfevere until they have obtained
their ends; perfifting to affert, that the

Houfe of Commons not only is not a
troe
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true reprefentative of the people ; but that
it does not anfwer the purpofe of {uch re-
prefentation; moft of them infift that al}
the debts, the taxes, and the burthens of alk
kinds on the people, with every other evil
and inconvenience, which we have {uffered
fince the Revolution, have been owing
folely to an Houfe of Commeons which
does not fpeak the fenfe of the peaple.

~ 45. It is alfo not to be forgotten, that
Mr. Fox, and all who hold with him, on
this, as on all other occafions of pretended
Reform, moft bitterly reproached Mr. Pitt
with treachery, in.declining to fupport the
fcandalous charges’ and indefmite projects of
this infamous libel from the Friends of the
People. By the animofity with which they
perfecute all thofe who griow cold in this
caufe of pretended Reform, they hope, that
if through levity, inexperience, or ambi-
tion, any young perfon (like Mr. Pitt, for
inftance) happens to be once embarked in
their defign, they fhall, by a falfe fhame,
keep him faft in it for ever, Many they

ave {o hampered e
PRNEIR REPReres, 46. 1
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10 46 T knoweitisufual, whier:t the peril and
alarm of the hour appearsto be alittle overd
blown; to!thimkend motesof the Matter g
But forimy: padty Ilook biwle veith hotror et
avhat we haveos efcaped ;o ind 2 Galbrof
enxiety with fegard to'the dangers, fand)irs
-iriy'@f‘)il’l-i()li',f 2l to b"ééainim:ﬂend’dd botht
at home and abroad 5 thig bufinefs Has caft
deep roots.ci! Whether if i néeedhrily cona
nected in meory wnh Jacobmlfm 1s n()t
W orth a dlfnute. “The’ two“{h;nfrs are ccm-
tected in f'act Tﬁe parttzcms ?f the oneare
the, pamzfms of fhe other, T know it 13
common with thofe who are favoumble to
fhe Gentlemen of Mr Fox’s' parfy, and 1o

their leader, t"hough not at zrlf devoted to a§
thelr reforming pI‘OJCCtS, or theu Gal'ﬁcan
polmcs to argue in palhatlon of thelr con-
duct, that it'is not in their poucr to do all
the harm which their actions evidently tend
£6. TItisTaid, that asthe pcolﬂe Wﬂ] not fup-.-
port them, they may fafely be indulged in
thofe eccentric fancies of Reform, and thofc
theories which lead to nothing, ° This apo-

lbgy 18 not very much to thc honourof thofe
pohhman,
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pnhtimans, whofe interefts are to be adherod
toin deﬁanee of their conduct. I cannat flat-
ter myfelf that thefe inceflant attacks onthe
Conlftitution of. Parliament are fafe. It is
not in my powerto de(pife the unceafing ef-
forts of a Confederacy of about filty per:

fons of eminence;umen,ofor the far greater

_part, of wvery ample fortunes  cither in

pofleflion or in expe@ancy ; mien of.decided
charalers and vehement paffions—men ot
very great talents of all kinds; of 'much
boldnefs, and of the greateft pofible fpirit
of artifice, intrigue,’ adverture, and enter-
prize, all operating with "Gatvearicd a&tivity
and cperfeverance.  Thele ngentlemen,. are
much.ﬁrongcr too withotit ‘ddors/ than fome
calculate. The€y have the more a&tive
part of the diflentdrs with llem; and the
whale: clan of fpeculator®df altvdenomi-
nations—a large and growing. “fpecies.
Fhey have ﬁlqt floating Wadtitide ~wWhich
goes withr amts and w lué‘nu [OFer ithe 1ol
or gain dﬂ.a.ﬁattle, to decide thelr opinichs
of nghw wrong.  As long fas.by every
art ‘thh p“arty kcel s alive a ilamh‘-of difutiecs
b .u : tuwx;
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tiony againﬁ: the very Conftitution of the
kingdom, and attributes, as lately it has
been in the habit of doirig, all the public
misfortunes to that Conftitution, it is abfo-
lutely zmpeo/fible, but that fome moment muft
arrive, in which they will be ehabled to
pr duce a pretended Reform and a real Re-
volution. If ever the bodyof this compound
Conflitution of ours is fubverted either in
favor of unlimited Monarchy, or of wild
Democracy, that ruin will msf certainly be
the re{uit of this very fort of machinations
againft the Houfe of Commons. It is not
from a confidence in the views of intentions
ef any Statefman that I think he is to be
mdulged in thefe perilous amufements.

_ 47. Before it 1s made the great object
of any man’s political life to raife another
to power, it is right to confider what are
the real difpofitions of the perfon to be fo
dlevated: Wa are not to ‘form our judg-
ment gn thefe difpofitions from the rules
and principles of a court of Juftice, but from
thofe of private difcretion ; not looking for

30103 what



¢ 72 )

what would ferve to criminate anéther,
but what is fufficient to dire&t ourfelves,—
By acdmparifoﬁ'of a feries of the difcourfes
and a&ions of ¢ertain men, for a reafonable
Iength of time, it is' impoifible not to” obtain
fufficient indication of the general tendency
of their views and pr1nc1ples There is no
other rational mode of proceeding. Itis true,
that in fome ‘one or two, perhaps not well
well weighed expreffions, or fome one or
two unconne&ed and doubtful affairs, we
may and ought to judge of th: ations or
words by our previous gooed or ill opinion
of the man. But this allowance has its
bounds. It does not extend fo any v re gular
courfe of {yftematic ation, or of conftant
and repeated difcourfe. It is againft every
principle of common fenfe andof juflice to
onefelf, and to the public, to judge of 2
feries of {peeches and aétions from the man,
and not of the man from the whole tenor of
his language and conduét. Had Mr. Fox been
a minifter, and proceeded in that capacity on
the principles and in the manner in” which
he has a&ed during the whole of'thé laft

- M Seflien,
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Seflion, I believe he would be confidered as
the moft criminal ftatefman that ever exifted
in this country. I donot fee whya fates-
man out of place is not to judged of inthe
fame manner, unlels we. excufe him by
pleading in his favor a total indifference to
moral principle, and that he would {peak
and a&t in quite a different way, if he were
n office. I have ftated the above matters,
not as inferring a criminal.charge of evil in-
tention. If I had meant to.do fo, perhaps
they are ftated with tolerable exa@nefs—
But Ihave no fuch view. The intentions
of' thefe .Gentlemen may be very pure. [
do net difpute«dt: But I think they are in
fome great error. If thefe things are done
by Mr. Fox and his friends, with good in~
tentions, they.are not done lefs danger-
ouily ; for it fhews thefe good intentions
are:not under the dire&ion of fafe maxims
and prineiples.

- 485 Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, and the Gen-.
tdemen. who call themfelves the phalanx, have
wot beenfo: very indulgent-to.others; They:
habeg Loas e to g vl vels Sdese
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have thought proper to afcribe'to thofe Mema
bers of the Houfe of Commons; who, in exaé
agreerricnt with the Duke of Portland and
Lord Fitzwilliam, abhor and oppofe -the
French yftem, the bafeftand moft unworthy
motives for their conduct ;—as if none could
oppole that atheiftic, immoral, and impolitic
projeé fet up in France, fo -difgraceful and
deftructive, as I conceive, to' human nature
itfelf, but with fome finifter intentions. They
treat thofe Members on all occafions with a
{ort of lordly infolence, tho’ they are perfofis
that (whatever homage they may pay to the
eloquence of the Gentlemen who chodfe to
look down upon them with fcorn), are not
their inferiors” in any particular which calls
for and obtains juft confideration from the
public—not  their inferiors on knowledge of
public law, or of the Conftitution of the
kingdom—not their inferiors in their ac<
quaintance with its foreign and domettic in-
terefts—not their inferiors in expenencc or
practice of bufinefs—not their = inferiors > in
moral chmaﬂ(ep—-nee their inferiors in the
proofsthey have given of zeal and induftry’

in
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in the fervice of their country.  Without de«
nying to thefe Gentlemen, the refpe and
confideration-which, it is allowed, juitly be-
longs to them, we fee no reafon why they
fhould not as well be obliged to defer fome-
thfng to our opinions, as that we fhould be
bound blindly and fervilely to follow thofe of
Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, ‘Mr. Grey, Mr,
Courtney, Mr. Lambtq_n, Mr. Whitbread,
Mr. Francis, Mr. Taylor, and others. ~ We
are Members of Parliament and their equals,
We never confider ourfelyes as their followers,
Thefe Gentlemen (fome of them hardly born,
when fome of us came into Parliament) have
thought proper to treat us as deferters, as if
we had been lifted Into their phalanx like
foldiers, and had {worn to live and die in their
French principles.  This infolent claim of
[uperiofity on their part, and of a fort of vaf-'
falégé to them on that of other Members, is

w_hat__ no libe:zil mind will {ubmut 1o,

49. The Society of the Liberty of the Prefs,
the ‘Whig Club, and the Saciety for Confti-
tutional Information, and (I believe) the

| - Friends
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Friends of the People, as well as forme€lubs
in Scotland, have - indeed declared, ¢ That
¢ their confidence in and attachment to Mt
s¢ Fox, has lately been confirmed, firength~
¢« ened, and encreafed by the calumnies+(as
« they are called) againft him.” It is:true,

Mr. Fox and his friends have thofe te{timonies
~ in their favour, againft certain old friends of
the Duke of Portland. Yet ona full, {eriods,
and I think difpaflionate confideration of the
whole of what Mr, Fox and Mr. Sheridan
and their friends have aéted, faid and written,
in this Seflion, inftead of doing any thing
which m'ght tend to procure power, or any
fhare of it whatfoeyer, to them or to their
phalanx (as they call it} or to encreafe their
credit, influence,or popularity in the nation,
I think it one of my moft ferious and 1mpoi-
tant public duties; in what{oever ftation 1 may
be placed for the fhort time I have to livé,
effeGtually to.employ my beft endeavours, by
every prudent and every lawful means, to
traverfe all their defigns. | I have only to la-
ment, that my abilities arc not greater, and

4 that
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that my probability of life is not better, for the
more effetual purfuit of that object. | Butl
trutt, that neither the principles nor exertions
will die withme. " I am the rather confirmed
i this my refolution, and in this my with of
tran{mitting it, becaufe every ray ‘of hepe
concerning a pofiible control or: mitigation of
the enormous mifchiefs which the principles
of ‘thefe Gentlemen, and which their con
neions full as dangerous as their principles,
might receive from the influence of the Duke
of Portland and Lord F itzwilliam, on be-
coming their colleagues in office, is now ens
tirely banithed from ‘the mind of every one
Wving.—It is apparent, even to the world at
Jarge, that fo far from having a power to di-
ret or to guide Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr.
Grey, &c. &c. &c. in any important-matter,
they have not, thro’ this Seffion, been able to
prevail on them to forbear or to delay, or
mitigate, or foften any one at, or any one
expreffion upon fubje&s on which they
cﬂ'éntiaﬂy- differed. ~'

50, Evcii
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« 50. " Even if this hepe of a pofiible copi-
trol did -exift, yet the declared opinions and.
the uniform line of condu& conformable tor
thofe opinions, purfued by Mr. Fox, muf
become a matter of ferious alarm if he
fthould obtain a power either at Court . or-
in Parliament, or in the nation at large ;
and for this plain reafon—He muft be the
moft active and efficient member in any
Adminiftration of which he fhall form a
part.  Thata man, or fet of men, are guid-
<d by fuch not dubious, but delivered and
avowed principles and maxims of policy as
toneed a watch and check on them, in the
exercife of the higheft power, ought, in
my opinion, to make:every man, who is
not of the fame principles, and guided by
the fame maxims, a little cautious how Le
makes himfelf ‘one of the traverfers of an
adder, to help fuch a man or fuch a fet of-
men, to climb up tothe higheft authority.
A minifter of this country is to be cop.:
trolled by the Houfe of Commons., He:
is to be trafted,. not controled, by his col-:
leagues in office; if he were tobe control-

oy R
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led, Government, which ought to be the
fource of order, would itfelf become a {cene
of anarchy. Befides, Mr. Fox is a man
of an afpiring and commanding mind, made
rather to control, . than to be controlled;
and he never wiil be, nor can be, in any
Adminiftration, in which he will be guided
by any of thole whom I have been ac-
cuftomed to confide in. It isabfurd tothink
that he would or could. If his own opi-
nions do not control him, nothing can.
When we confider of an adherence to a
man which leads to his power, we muft
not only fee what the man is, but how he
{tands related. It is' not to be forgotten
that Mr. Fox acts in clofe and infeparable
connection ~with another Gentleman of
exactly the fame defcription as himfelf,
and who, perhaps, of the two is the leader.
The reft of the body are not a great deal
more tractable ; and over them if Mr. Fox
and Mr. Sheridan have authority, moft af-
furedly the Duke of Portland has not the
fmalleit de:ree of influence.

51, One



Vaal

t1. One muft take care, that a blind par-
tiality to fome perfons, and as blind an
hatred to others, may not enter into ouf
minds under a colour of inflexible publie
principle. . We hear, as a reafon for cling-
ing to Mr. Fox at prefent, that nine years
ago Mr. Pitt got into power by mifchievous
intrigues with the Court, with the Diffenters,
ind with other fa&ious people out of Par-
liament, to the difcredit and weakening of
the power of the Houfe of Commons. His
condué nine years ago I ftill hold to be very
culpable. ‘There are, however, many things
very culpable that I do not know how to
punith. My opinion, on {fuch matters, I
muft fubmit to the good of the ftate; as I
have done on other occafions 5 and particu-
larly with regard to the authors and ma-
nagers of the American war, with whom I
have aced, both in office and in oppofition,
with great conifidence and cordiality, though
I thought many of their alts criminal and
impeachable.  Whilft the mifconduét of
Mr. Pitt and his affociates was yet recent, -
it-was not poffible to get Mr. Fox of him-

{elf to take a fingle ftep, or even to countes
N nance
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nance others in taking any ftep upon the
ground of that mifconduc and falfe policy,
though if the matters had been then taken up
and purfued, fuch a ftep could net have ap-
peared fo evidently defperate as now it is.—
So far from purfuing Mr. Pitt, I know that
then, and for fome time after, fome of Mr.
Fox’s friends were actually, and with ne
fmall earneftnefs, looking out to a coalition
with that gentleman. For years I never
heard this circumftance of Mr. Pitt’s mif-
condu@ on that occafion mentioned by Mr.
Fox, either in public or in private, as a
ground for oppofition to that minifter, All
oppofition, from that period to this very
Sciiion, has proceeded upon the feparate
meafures as they feparately arofe, without
any vindicive retrofpeét to Mr. Pitt’s con-
du& in 1784. My memory, however, may
fail me. I muft appeal to the printed de-
bates, which, (fo far as Mr. Fox is con-
ccrned) are unufually accurate.,

§2. Whatever might have been in our
power, at an early period, at this day I fee

Bo remedy for what was done in 1784. .1
had
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had no great hopes even at the time, T was
therefore very eager to record a remonftrance
on the journals of the Houfe of Communs,
as a caution againft fuch a popular dehufion
in times to come ; and this I then feared,
and now am certain, 'is all that could be
done. - 1 know of no way of animadverting
on the Crown. I know no mode of calling
to account the Houfe of Lords, who threw
out the India Bill, in a way' not much to
their credit,  As little, or ratlter lefs, am I
able to coerce the people at large, who be-
haved very unwifely and intemperately on
that occafion. Mr. Pitt ‘was then accufed,
by me as well'as others, - of attempting to
be Minifter, without enjoying the confi-
dence of the Houfe of Commons, though
he did enjoy the confidence of the Crown.
That Houfe of Commons, whofe confidence
he did not enjoy, unfortunately did not it-
{elf enjoy the confidence, (though we well
deferved it) either of the Crown or of the
public. For want of that confidence, the
then Houfe of Commons did not furvive the
conteft. Since that period Mr. Pitt has en-

Nz joyed ™
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Joyed the confidence of the Crown, and of
the Lords, and of .the Houfe of Commons,
through two {ucceflive Parliamentsis.and I
fufpek that he has eyer fince, and that he
does ftill, enjoy as large a portion, at leaft,
of the confidence of the pepple without
doors, as his great rival.. Before whom,
then, is Mr. Pitt to be impeached, and by
whom ? | "The more I confider the matter,
the more firmly I am convinced, ‘that the
1dea of profcribing Mr. Pitt mdireétly, when
you cannot direétly punih him, is as chime-
rical a projed, and as unjuftifiable, as it
would be to.haye proferibed Lord North,
For fuppofing, that by indireét ways of op-
‘pofition, by oppofition upon meafures which
da not relate to the bufinefs of 1784, but
which on other grounds might proye unpo-
pular, you were to drive him from his feat,
this would be no example whatever of pu-
nithment for the matters we charge as of.
fences'in 1784.  On a cool and’ difpafiion-
ate view of the affairs of this time and
country, it appears obvious to me, that one
or the pther of thofe two great men, that
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is, Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox, muft be Minifter,
They are, I am forry for it, irreconcileable.
Mr. Fox’s condudt in this Seffion has rendered
the idea of his power a matter of ferious
alarm to many people, who were very lit-
tle pleafed with the proceedings of Mr. Pitt
in the beginning of his adminiftration. They
like neither the condu& of Mr. Pitt, in
1784, hor that of Mr. Fox, in 1793 ; but
they eftimate, which of the evils is moft
prefling at the time, and what is likely to be
the confequence of a change. 1f Mr. Fox
be wedded, they muft be fenfible, that his
opinions and principles, on the now exifting
frate of things at home and abroad, muft be
taken as his portion. = In his train muft alfo
be taken the whole body of gentlemen, who
are pledged to him and to each other, and
to their commion politics and principles.—
I believe no King of Great Britain ever will
adopt for his' confidential fervants, that
bod'y of “gentlemen, holding that body of
principles.. Even if the prefent King or his
{ucceflor ‘fhould think fit to take that ftep,
] apprchend u general difcontent of thofe,

™ ' who
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who.with that this nation and that Europe
thould continue in their prefent ﬁ:_tte,ﬂ' would
enfue ; a difcontent, which, combined with
the principles and progrefs of the new men
1n power, would thake this kingdom to its
foundations. I do not believe any one po-
litical conje@ure can be more certain than
this.

53. Without at all defending or palliating
Mr. Pitt’s condu@ in 1 784, I muft obferve,
that the crifis of 1793, with regard to every
thing at home and abroad, is full as im-
portant as that of 1784 ever was; and, if
for no other reafon, by being prefent is
much more important. It is not to nine
years ago we are to look for the danger of Mr.
Fox’s and Mr. Sheridan’s condud, and that
of the Gentlemen who a& with them. It
1s at #his very time, and-in zhis very feflion,
that, if they had not been ftrenuoufly re-
fifted, they would not only merely have dif-
credited the Houfe of Commons (as Mr,
Piet did in 1794, when he perfuaded the
King to reje@ their advice, and to appeal

from
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trom them to the people), but, in my opi-
nion, would have been the means of wholly
fubverting the Houfe of Commons and the
Houfe of Peers, and the whole Conftitution
actual and virtual, together with the fafety
and independence of this nation, and of the
peace and {ettlement of every ftate in the
now Chriftian world. It is to our opinion
of the nature of Jacobinifm, and of the
probability by corruption, faction, and force,
of its gaining ground every where, that the
queftion who and what you are to fupport
is to be determined. Formy part, without
doubt or hefitation, I look upon Jacobinifin
as the moft dreadful, and the moft thame-
ful evil, which ever afflited mankind, a
fting which goes beyond the power of all
calculation 1n 1ts mifchief; and that if it is
fuffered to exift in France, we muft in

England, and fpeedily too, fall into that
calamity.

s4. I'figure to myfelf the purpofe of thefe
Gentlemien accomplithed, and this Miniftry
deftroyed. 1 fee that the perfons who in
that
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that cafe muft rule, can be no other than
Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Grey, ‘the
Marquis of Lanfdowne, Lord Thurlow,
Lord Lauderdale, and the Duke of Norfolk,
with the other Chiefs of the Eriends of the
“People, the Parliamentary Reformers, and
the Admirers of the French Revolution.
The principal of thefe “are all formally
pledged to their projedts. 1f the Duke of
Portland and Lord Fitzwilliam thould be.
admitted into that {yftem (as they might
and probably would be), it is quite certain
they could not have the fmalleft weight in
it; lefs, indeed, than what they now pof-
fefs, if lefs. were poflible: becaufe they
would be lefs wanted than they now are;
and becaufe all thofe who withed to join
them, and to a& under them, have been re-
jected by the Duke of Portland and Lord
Fitzwilliam themfelves ; and M. Fox, find-
ing them thus by themfelves difarmed, has
built quite a new fabric, upon quite a new
soundation. There is no trifling on this
fubject. We fee very diftinétly before us
the Miniftry that would be formed, and the
plan
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plan that would be purfued. 1f we like the
plan, we muft with the power of thofe who
are to carry it iuto execution but to pur-
{ue the political exaltation of thofe whofe
political meafures we difapprove, and whofe
principles we diflent from, is a fpecies of
modern politics not eafily comprehenfible,
and which muft end in the ruin of the
country, if it fhould continue and {pread.
Mr. Pitt may be the worft of men, and Mr.
Fox may be the beft; but, at prefent, the
former is in the intereft of his country, and
of the order of things long eftablithed in
Europe : ‘Mr. Fox is not. I have, for one,
been born in this order of things, and would
fain die in it. I am fure it.is fufficient to
make men as virtuous, as-happy, and as
knowing as any thing which Mr. Fox, and
his friends abroad or at home, would {ub-
ftitute in its place ; ‘and I fhould be forry
that any fet of~politicians fhould obtain
power in England, whofe principles or
{chemes fhotld lead them to countenance
perfons or factions whofe obje& is to intro-
duce fomenew devifed order of things into

O England,
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England, or to fupport that order where it
is already introduced, in Frances;.a place,
in which if it can be fixed, in my mind, it
muft have a certain and decided influence in
and upon this kingdom. This is my ac-
count of my conduét to my private friends.
I have already faid 21l 1 with to fay, or
nearly fo, to the public. . I write this with
pain, and with an heart full of grief !

.k

EDMUND BURKE,



