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L E T T E R ,  & c

M Y  LO R D ,

A p p r o a c h i n g  towards the ciofe o f  a
long period o f  public fervice, it is natural I 
ihould be deiirous to ftand well (I hope I do 
ftand tolerably well) with that public, which, 
with whatever fortune, I have endeavoured 
faithfully and zealouily, to iêrve.

I am alfo not a little anxious for fome 
place in the eftimation o f  the two perfons to 
whom I addrefs this paper. I have always 
a£ted with them, and with thofe whom they 
reprefent. T o  my knowledge I have not 
deviated, no not in the minuteft point, from

B  their



( * )
their opinions and principles. O f  late, w ith­
out any alteration in their fentiments, or 
in mine, a difference o f  a very unufual na­
ture, and which, under the circumftances, it 
is not eafy to defcribe, has arifen between us.

In m y journey with them through life, 

I met M r. Fox in my road ; and I travelled 

with him very chearfully as long as he ap­

peared to me to purfue the fame direition 
with thofe in whofe company I fet out. In 
the latter itage o f  our progrefs, a new 

fcheme o f  liberty and equality was produced 
in the world, which either dazzled his ima­

gination, or was fuited to fome new walks 
o f  ambition, which were then opened to his 
view. T h e  whole frame and faihion of  his 

politics appear to have fuffered about that 
time a very material alteration. It is about 
three years iince, in confequence o f  that ex­
traordinary change, that, after a pretty long 
preceding period o f  diitance, coolnefs, and 

want o f  confidence, i f  not total alienation 
on his part, a compleat public íéparation has 
been made between that gentleman and me. 

Until lately the breach between us appeared
reparable.



reparable. I trufted that time and reflec­
tion, and a deçifive experience o f  the mif- 
chiefs which have flowed from the proceed­
ings and the fyftem Oi France, on which 
our difference had arifen, as well as the 
known ientiments o f  the bed and wii'eft o f  
our common friends upon that fubjeft, 
would have brought him to a fater way o f  
thinking. Several of  his filends faw no fe-

* curity for keeping things in a proper train 
after this excuriion of his, but in the re­
union of the party on its old grounds, under 
the Duke of  Portland. Mr. Fox, i f  he 
pleafed, might have been comprehended in 
that fyftem, \vith the rank and confideration 
to which his great talents entitle him, and 
indeed muft fecure to him in any party ar­
rangement that could be made. T h e  D uke 
of  Portland knows how much I wifhed for, 
and how earneftly 1 laboured that ie-union, 
and upon terms that might every way be 
honourable and advantageous to Mr. Fox.
His condud in the laft feifion has extin- 
guiihed thefe hopes for ever.
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C 4 )
Mr. Fox has lately publiihed in print, a 

defence o f  his conduit. On taking into 
confideration that defence, a fociety of  gen­
tlemen, called the W h i g  Club, thought
proper to come to the following rcfolution_

“  T h a t  their confidence in Mr. Fox is con­
firmed, ftrengthened, and encreaied, by thè 
calumnies againft him,”

T o  that refolution m y two noble friends, 
the Duke o f  Portland and Lord Fitzwilliam, 
have given their concurrence,

T h e  calumnies fuppofed in that resolution, 
can be nothing elle than the objections taken 
to Mr. F o x ’s conduct in this feffion o f  Par­

liament ; for to them, and to them alone, 
the refolution refers. I am one o f  thoie 

who have publicly and ftrongly urged 
thofe objections. I hope I ihall be thought 

only to do what is neceiïâry to m y juftifica- 
tion, thus publicly, folemnly,and heavily cen- 
fured by thofe whom 1 moil value and efteem, 
when I firmly contend, that the objections 
which I, with many other's of  the friçnds to 

the Duke of Portland, have made to Mr,

F ox ’s
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Fox’ s conduit, are not calumnies, but founded 
on truth ; that they are wot Jew , but' many ; 
and that they are not light and trivial, but 
in a very high degree, ferious and impor­

tant.

T hat  I may avoid the imputation o f  throvr- 
ing out, even privately, any loofe random 
imputations ágainft the public conduit o f  a 
gentleman, for whom I once entertained a 
very warm afFeition, and whole abilities I 
regard with the greateil admiration, I will 
put down diitinitly and articulately, fome 
o f  the matters of objection which ] feel to 
his late doitrines and proceedings, fruiting 
that I ihall be able to demonitrate to the 
friends, whofe good opinion I would itill 
cultivate, that not levity, nor caprice, nor 
lefs defensible motives, but that very grave 
reafons influence my judgment, I think, 
that the fpirit o f  his late proceedings is 
wholly  alien to our national policy, and to 
the pe.ice, to the profperity, and to the le­
gal liberties of this nation, according to our 
(indent dome.jlic and appropriated mode oj hold- 
jng them.

Viewing
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View ing things in that light, m y confi­
dence in him is not encreafed, but totallv'  j
deftroyed by thofe proceedings. I cannot 
conceive it a matter o f  honour or duty (but 
the direót contrary) in any member o f  par­
liament, to continue a fyftcmatic oppofition 
for the purpofc o f  putting Government un­
der difficulties, until Mr. Fox (vu t̂h all his 

prelent ideas) ihall have the principal direc­

tion o f  affairs placed in his hands; and until 
the prefent body o f  adminiftration (with their 
ideas and meafures) is o f  courfe overturned 
and diffolved.

T o  come to particulars :

i .  T h e  Law s and Conflitution o f  the 
Kingdom, entruft the foie and exclufive 
right o f  treating with foreign potentates, 
to the King. T h is  is an undilputed part o f  
the legal prerogative o f  the Crown. H o w ­
ever, notwithftanding this, Mr. Fox, w ith ­
out the knowledge or participation o f  any 
one perfon in the Houle o f  Commons, with 

■whom he was bound by every party prin­

ciple, in matters o f  delicacy and importance,

confiden-

( 6 )



•  Àconfidentially to communicate, thought pro* ^  N  
per to fend Mr. Adair, as his reprefentative, r  ^
and with his cypher, to St. Peteriburgh, there - ^  ,
to fruilrate the objedts for which the Miniiler 
from the Crown was authorized to treat. 5  s* i 
He fucceeded in this his deiign, and did ac- O  
tually fruilrate the King’ s Miniiler in ibmc <ii ” > 
o f  the objetts o f  his négociation. . <%

This  proceeding o f  Mr. Fox does not (as ^
I conceive) amount toabfolute high treafon; v  ■
Ruflia, though on bad terms, not having - J V   ̂
been then declaredly at war with this king- ^  \
dom. But fuch a proceeding is, in law, not
very remote from that offence, and is un-

*doubtedly a moil unconilitutional aft, and H 
an high treafonable mifdemeanor.

T h e  legitimate and fure mode o f  commu­
nication between this nation and foreign \ 
powers, is rendered uncertain, precarious, |  
and treacherous, by being divided into two „f 
channels, one with a Government, one with 
the head of  a party in oppofition to that Go- -sr, 

by which means the foreign ^
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powers can never be aiïured o f  the real au­
thority or validity o f  any public tranfaftion 
whatfoever.

On the other hand, the advantage taken o f  
the difcontent which at that time prevailed 

in parliament and in the nation, to give to an 
individual an influence diredtly againft the 
Government o f  his country, in a foreign 
court, has made a highway into England 

for the intrigues of foreign courts in our af­
fairs. T his  is a fore evil ; an evil from 
which, before this time, England was more 
free than any other nation. Nothing can 
preierve us from that evil-—which connect» 
cabinet fa&ions with popular fadions here 

and abroad— but the keeping facred the 
Crown, as the only channel o f  communica­
tion with every other nation.

T h is  proceeding o f  Mr. Fox has given a 

ftrong countenance and an encouraging ex­
ample to the doctrines and practices o f  the 
Revolution and Conftitutional Societies, and

other mifchievous iocieties o f  that de- 
icription, who, without any legal authority,

* and



and even without any corporate capacity, 
are in the habit of propoling, and to the beft 
o f  their power, o f  forming leagues and alli­

ances with France.

T h is  proceeding, which ought to be re­
probated on all the general principles o f  go­
v e r n m e n t ,  is, in a more narrow view or 
things, not lefs reprehenfible. It tends to 
the prejudice o f  the whole o f  the j}uke of  
Portland’s late party, by difcrediting the 
principles upon which they fupported Mr. 
Fox in the Ruffian bufinefs, as if  they, of  
that party alfo, had proceeded in their parlia­
mentary oppoiition, on the fame mifchievous 
principles which aftuated Mr. F o x  in fend­

ing Mr. Adair on his embaffy.

2. V ery  foon after his fending this em- 

bafly to Ruffia, that is, in the Spring of  
1792, a covenanting club or afl'ociation was 
formed in London, calling itfelf by the am­
bitious and invidious title of  “  T’he friends o f  

the People.”  It was compofed o f  many of 
Mr. F ox ’s own moft intimate, perfonal and 
party friends, joined to a very conlxderable

C  Part
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part o f  the members o f  thofe mifchievous 
aflociations called the Revolution Society, 
and the Conftitutional Society. Mr. Fox 
muft have been well apprized of the progrefs 
o f  that fociety, in every one o f  its fteps ; i f  
not o f  the very origin o f  it. I certainly was 

informed o f  both, who had no connection 
with the defign, dire&ly or indire&ly. His 
influence over the perfons who compofed 
the leading part in that aifociation, was, and 

is unbounded. I hear, that he expreiïèd 
fome difapprobation o f  this club in one cafe, 
(that o f  Mr. St. John) where his confent 
was formally aiked ; yet he never attempted 

ferioufly to put a ftop to the aiïociation, or to 

difavow it, or to controul, check, or modifv 
it in any w ay  whatfoever. I f  he had pleafed, 
without difficulty, he might have íuppreííed 
it in its beginning. However, he did not only 

not fupprefs it in its beginning, but encou­

raged it in every part o f  its progrefs, at that 

particular time, when Jacobin Clubs (under 
the very fame, or limilar titles) were making 
iuch dreadful havock in a country not thirty 
miles from the coafl o f  England, and when 
every motive o f  moral prudence called for

thç
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the diicouragement of  focieties formed for 

the encreafe of  popular pretenfions to power 
and diredlion.

3. W h en  the proceedings o f  this fociety 
o f  the Friends of the People, as well as 
others ailing in the fame fpirit, had caufed 
a very ferious alarm in the mind o f  the D uke 
o f  Portland, and of  many good patriots, he 
publicly, in the Houfe of  Commons, treated 
their apprehenfions and conduct with the 
greateil: afperity and ridicule. He condemned 
and vilified, in the moil infulting and out­
rageous terms, the proclamation iffued by G o ­
vernment on that occafion— though he well 
knew, that it had pafíed through the D uke 
o f  Portland’ s hands, that it had received his 
fullefl approbation, and that it was the re­
luit o f  an a£lual interview between that noble 
D uke and Mr. Pitt. During the difcuffioii 
o f  its merits in the Houfe of  Commons, Air. 
F ox  countenanced and juilified the chief 
promoters o f  that affociation ; and he re­
ceived in return, a public aflurance from 
them o f  an inviolable adherence to him* 
fingly and perfonally. On account of  this

C  2 proceeding,
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proceeding, a very great number (I prefume 
to fay, not the leaft grave and wife part) o f  
the Duke o f  Portland’ s friends in Parliament, 
and many out o f  Parliament, who are o f  the 
lame defcription, have become feparated from 
that time to this from Mr. F o x ’s particular 
Cabal ; very few o f  which Cabal are, or ever 

have, fo much as pretended to be attached 
to the D uke o f  Portland, or to pay any re- 
fpe£t to him or his opinions.

4, A t  the beginning o f  this feffion, when 

the fober part o f  the nation was a fécond 
time generally and juftly  alarmed at the pro- 

grefs o f  the French arms on the'Continent, 
and at the fpreading o f  their horrid princi­
ples and cabals in England, M r. Fox did 
not (as had been ufual in cafes o f  far lefs 

moment) call together any meeting o f  the 

D uke o f  Portland’ s friends in the Houfe o f  
Commons, for the purpofe o f  taking their 

opinion on the conduit to be purfued in Par­

liament at that critical juncture. H e con­
certed his meafures ( i f  with any perfons at 
all) with the friends o f  Lord Lanfdowne, 
and thofe calling themfelves Friends o f  the

People,
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People, and others not in the fmalleft de* 
gree attached to the D uke of Portland ; by 
which conduct he wilfully gave up (in m y 
opinion) all pretenfions to be confidered as 
o f  that party, and much more of  being con- 
iidered as the Leader and Mouth of  it in the 
Houfe o f  Commons. T h is  could not give 
much encouragement to thofe who had been 
feparated from Mr. Fox, on account o f  his 
conduit on the firft proclamation, to rejoin 

that party.

5. Not having confulted any of  his party 
in the Houfe o f  Commons ; and not having 
confulted them becaufe he had reafon to 
know that the courfe he had refolved to pur- 
iue would be highly diiagreeable to them, 
he reprefented the alarm, which was a fé­
cond time given and taken, in fcill more 
invidious colours than thofe in which he 
painted the alarms o f  the former year. He 
defcribed thofe alarms in this manner, al­
though the caufe of  them was then grown 
far lei's equivocal, and far more urgent. He 
even went fo far as to treat the fuppofition 
of the growth of  a Jacobin fpirit in England

as
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as a libel on the nation. As to the danger 
from abroad, on the firft day o f  the feifion, 
he faid little or nothing upon the fubjech 
H e contented himfelf with defending the 
ruling fa&ions in France, and with accuiing 
the public Councils o f  this kingdom o f  every 
fort o f  evil defign on the liberties o f  the peo­
ple ; declaring diftindHy, ilrongly, and pre- 
cifely, that the whole danger o f  the nation 
was from the growth o f  the Power o f  the 

Crown. T h e  policy of  this declaration was 
obvious. It was in fubfervience to the ge­
neral plan o f  difabling us from taking any 
fteps againft France. T o  counteradl the 
alarm given by the progrefs o f  Jacobin arms 

and principles, he endeavoured to excite an 
oppoiite alarm concerning the growth o f  the 
Power o f  the Crown. I f  that alarm iliould 
prevail, he knew that the nation never 
would be brought by arms to oppofe the 

growth o f  the Jacobin empire ; becaufe it is 
obvious that war does, in its very nature, 
neceffitate the Commons coniiderably to 
ilrengthen the hands o f  Government ; and 
i f  that ftrength ihould itielf be the objetl o f  
terror, we could have uo war.

6. Ift
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6. In the extraordinary and violent 

fpeeches of  that day, he attributed all the 
evils which the public had fuffered to the 
Proclamation o f  the preceding fummer, 
though he fpoke in prefence o f  the Duke of  
Portland’s own fon, the Marquis o f  T itch -  
field, who had fecondeu the Addre.fs on that 
Proclamation ; and in prefence o f  the D uke 
o f  Portland’s brother, Lord Edward Ben- 
tinck, and feveral others of  his beil friends 
and neareit relations.

7. On that day, that is, on the 13th of  
December, 1792, he propofed an amend­
ment to the Addrefs, which ftands on the 
Journals o f  the Houfe, and which is, per­
haps, the moil extraordinary record which 
ever did ftand upon them. T o  introduce 
this amendment, he not only itruck out the 
part of  the propofed Addrefs which alluded 
to iniurredtions, upon the ground o f  the ob­
jections which he took to the legality of  the 
calling together Parliament, (obje&ions 
which I mull ever think litigious and fophif- 
tical) but he likewife ftruck out that part 
which related to the Cabals and Confpiracies

° f
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o f  the French Faction in England, although 
their practices and correfpondences were o f  

public notoriety. Mr. Cooper and Mr. 
W a t t  had been deputed from Manehefter to 

the Jacobins. T hefe  ambaffadors were re­
ceived by them as Britifh Reprefentatives ; 
other deputations o f  Englifh had been re­

ceived at the bar o f  the National Affembly ; 
they had gone the length o f  giving fupplies 

to the Jacobin armies ; and they in return 
had received promifes o f  military afliilance 

to forward their deiigns in England ; a re­

gular correfpondetice for fraternizing the 
twTo nations had alfo been carried on by fo- 
cieties in London with a great number o f  
the Jacobin focieties in France ; this corref- 
pondence had alio for its objeft the pretended 

improvement of the Britiih Conftitution.—  
W h a t  is the moil remarkable, and by much 
the more mifchievous part o f  his proceedings 
that day, Mr. Fox likewife ftruckout every 

thing in the Addrefs which related to the 

tokens o f  Ambition given by France, her ag- 
greffons upon our allies, and the fudden and 
dangerous growth o f  her power upon every 

fid e  ; and inftead o f  all thofe weighty, and
at



at that time, neceffary matters, by which 
the Houfe o f  Commons was (in a cri- 
íis, inch as perhaps Europe never flood) 
to give ailurances to our allies, ftrength to 
our Government, and a check to the com­
mon enemy o f  Europe, he fubftituted no­
thing but a criminal charge on the conduit 
o f  the Britifh Government for calling Parlia­
ment together, and an engagement to en­
quire into that conduit.

8. I f  it had pleafed God to fuffer him to 
fucceed in this his projedt, for the amend­
ment to the Addrefs, he would for ever 
have ruined this nation, along with the reft 
o f  Europe. A t  home all the Jacobin focieties, 
formed for the utter deftruction o f  our Con- 
ititution, would have lifted up their heads, 
which had been beaten down by the two 
Proclamations. Thofe focieties would have 
been infinitely flrengthened and multiplied 
in every quarter; their dangerous foreign 
communications would have been left broad 
and open ; the Crown would not have been 
authorized to take any meafure whatever for 
pur immediate defence by fea or land. T h e

D  - clofeft,
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clofeft, the moil natural, the neareft, and, 
at the fame time, from many internal as 
well  as external circumftances, the weakeft 
o f  our allies, Holland, would have been 

given up, bound hand and foot, to France, 
juft on the point o f  invading that republic. 
A  general confirmation would have f'eized 
upon all Europe; and all alliance with every 
other power, except France, would have 
been for ever rendered impracticable to us. 

I think it impoffible for any man, who re­
gards the dignity and fafety o f  his country, 
or indeed the common fafety o f  mankind, 
ever to forget Mr. F ox ’ s proceedings in that 

tremendous crifis o f  all human affairs.

9. Mr. Fox very foon had reafon to be 

apprifed o f  the general diilike of  the D uke 
o f  Portland’ s friends to this conduct. Some 
o f  thofe who had even voted with him, the 
day after their vote expreifed their abhor­
rence of- his amendment, their ienfe o f  its 
inevitable tendency, and their total aliena­
tion from the principles and maxims upon 
which it was made; yet, the very next day, 
that is, on Fiic’ay, the 14th o f  December, he

brought



brought on what in effe£t was the very fame 
buiinefs, and on the fame principles, a f é ­
cond time.

io. Although the Houfe does not ufually 
fit on Saturday, he a third time brought on 
another propoiition, in the fame fpirit, and 
purfued it with fo much heat and perfeve- 
rance as to fit into Sunday ; a thing not 
known in Parliament for many years.

i r .  In all thefe motions and debates he 
wholly departed from all the political prin­
ciples relative to France, (confidered merely 
as a ftate, and independent o f  its Jacobin 
form o f  government) which had hitherto 
been held fundamental in this country, and 
which he had himfelf held more itrongly 
than any man in Parliament. He at that time 
ftudioufly feparated himfelf from thofe to 
whofe fentiments he ufed to profefs no fmall 
regard, although thofe fentiments were pub­
licly declared. I had then no concern in 
the party, having been for fome time, with 
all outrage, excluded from it ; but, on ge­
neral principles, I muft fay, that a perfon

D 2 who
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who afíumes to be leader o f  a party com- 
pofed of  freemen and o f  gentlemen, ought to 
pny fome degree of  deference to their feel­
ings, and even to their prejudices. He 
ought to have fome degree of management 
for their credit and influence in their country. 
He {hewed fo very little o f  this delicacy, 

that he compared the alarm ra;fed in the 
minds o f  the Duke o f  Portland’ s party, 
(which was his own) an alarm in which 
they fympathized w ith  the greater part o f  

the nation, to the panic produced by the 
pretended Popiih plot in the reign o f  Charles 

the Second— defcribing it to be, as that was, 
a contrivance o f  knaves, and believed only 

by well-meaning dupes and madmen.

12. T h e  Monday following, (the 17th of
Decembe ) he purfu.'d the fame conduct.—
T h e  means ufed in England to co-operate
w ith  the Jacobin army in politics agreed ;
that is, the mifchievous writings circulated

with mucli mduftry and fuccefs, as well as
the feditious clubs, at that time, added not
a little to the alarm taken by obferving and
well-informed men. T h e  writings and the

clubs
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clubs were two evils which marched toge­
ther. Mr. Fox drfcovered the greateil pof- 
fible difpofition to favour and countenance 
the one as well as the other of  thefe -Two 
erand inilruments o f  the French fvftem.—  
He would hardly confider any political writ­
ing whatfoever, as a libel, or as a fit object 
o f  profecution. A t  a time in which the 
prefs has been the grand inilrument o f  the 
fubverfion o f  order, o f  morüls, o f  religion, 
and I may fay o f  human fociety itfelf, to 
carry the doctrines of its liberty higher than 
ever it has been known by its moil extrava­
gant aiîertors even in France, gave occa- 
lion to very ferious reflations. Mr. Fox 
treated the aiïociations for proiecuting thefe 
libels, as tending to prevent the improve­
ment of  the human mind, and as a mobbiih 
tyranny. He thought proper to compare 
them with the riotous aflemblies o f  Lord 
George Gordon in 1780, declaring that he 
had adviled his friends in Weilminfler, to 
iign the aflociations whether they agreed to 
them or not, in order that they might 
avoid deilruclion to their perfons or their 
houles, or a dcl'ertion o f  their Ihops. This

infidious
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infidious advice tended to confound thofé 
who wiihed well to the objed; o f  the afíbci- 
ation, with the feditious, againft whom the 

aiîbciation was directed. B y  this ftratagem, 
the confederacy intended for preferving the 
Britifn confutation, and the public peace, 
would be wholly defeated. T h e  magiftrates, 
utterly incapable o f  diftinguiihing tlie friends 
from the enemies o f  order, would in vain 
look for fupport when they ftood in the 
greateft need o f  it.

1 3 . Mr. F o x ’s whole conduct, on this 

occaiion was without example. T h e  very 
morning after thefe violent declamations in 
the Honfe o f  Commons againft the afloci- 
ation, (that is on Tuefday the 18th) he 
went himfelf to a meet ng o f  St. George’s 
parilh, and there figned an aifociation o f  the 
nature and tendency o f  thofe he had the 
night before io vehemently condemned ; and 
feveral of  his particular and moil: intimate 
friends, inhabitants o f  that parith, attended 
and (igned along with him.

14. Imme-



( 23 )
14. Immediately after this extraordinary 

ftep, and in order perfectly to defeat the 
ends of  that affociation againft Jacobin pub­
lications, (which, contrary ro his opinions, 
he had promoted and iigned) a mifchievous 
fociety was formed under his aufpices, cal­
led, the Friends o f the Liberty o f the Prefs. 
Their title groundlefsly iniinuated, that the 
freedom of the prefs had lately fuiFered, or 
was now threatened with lome violation.—  
This fociety was only, in reality, another 
modification of  the fociety calling itfelf the 
Friends of the People, which, in the preced­
ing fummer had caufed io much uneaiinefs 
in the Duke of  Portland’s mind, and in the 
minds of feveral of  his friends. This  new 
fociety was compofed of  many, i f  not moft 
o f  the members o f  the club of  the Friends 
o f the People, with the addition of  a vail 
multitude of  others (fuch as Mr. Horne 
Tooke) of  the worit and moil feditious dif- 
pofitions that could be found in the whole 
kingdom. In the fir ft meeting of  this club, 
Mr. Erikine took the lead, and direitly (w ith ­
out any difavowal ever iince on Mr. Fox’s 
part) made ufe o f  his name and authority in

favour
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favour o f  its formation and purpofes. In the 
lame meeting Mr. Erikine had thanks for 
his defence o f  Paine, which amounted to a 
complete avowal o f  that Jacobin incendiary, 
elfe it is impoffible to know how Mr. Erf- 
kine fnould have deferved fuch marked ap- 
plaules for acting merely as a lawyer for his 

fee, in the ordinary courfe o f  his profeftion.

15. Indeed Mr. Fox appeared the general 
patron of  all fuch perfons and proceedings. 
W h e n  Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and other 

perfons, for practices o f  the moft dangerous 
kind, in- Paris and in London, were re­

moved from the King’s Guards, Mr. Fox 
took occafion, in the Houfe o f  Commons, 
heavily to cenfure that a£t as unjuil and op- 
preffive, and tending to make officers bad 
citizens. There were few, however, who 
did not call for lome fuch meafures on the 

part o f  Government, as o f  abfolute necef- 
fity for the King’ s perfonal lafety, as well 
as that o f  the public ; and nothing but the 

miftaken lenity (with which fuch practices 
were rather difcountenanced than puniihed)

could
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could poiiibly deie-rve reprehenfion in what 
was done with regard to thofe gentlemen.

16. Mr. Fox, regularly and iyftematicallv., 
anil with a diligence long unufual to him, dia 
every thing he could to countenance the iame 
principle o f  fraternity and connection with 
•the Jacobins abroad, and the National Con­
vention of Frauce, for which thefe officers 
had been removed from the Guards. For 
when a bill (feeble and lax indeed, and far 
ihort o f  the vigour required by the conjunc­
ture) was brought in for removing out of 
the kingdom the emiffaries o f  France, Mr. 
Fox oppofed it with all his might. He pur- 
fued a vehement and detailed oppofiton to it 
through all its itages, defcribing it as a mea- 
fure contrary to the exiftiiig treaties between 
Great Britain and France ; as a violation of  
the law o f  nations, and as an outrage on the. 
gfeat charter itfelf.

17. In the fame manner, and with the 
fame heat, he oppofed a bill, which, (though 
aukward and artful in its conitruction) was 
right and wife in its principle, and was pre-

E  -cedented



( 26 )
/

cedcnted in the heft times,’ nnd absolutely 
neceflary at that juncture, 1 mean the T ra i­
torous Correfpondence Bill. By thefe means 
the enemy, rendered infinitely dangerous by 
the links o f  real faction and pretended com­
merce, would have been (had Mr. Fox 
Succeeded) enabled to carry 021 the war 

againft us by our own refources. For this 

purpofe that enemy would have its agents 
and traitors in the midft o f  us.

18. W hen at length war was actually de­
clared, by the ufurpers in France, againft 
this kingdom, and declared whilft they were 

pretending a négociation through Dumou- 
rier with Lord Auckland, Mr. Fox ftill con­
tinued, through the whole o f  the proceed­
ings, to difcredit the national honour and 
juftice, and to throw the entire blame of  the 
war 011 Parliament and on his own country, 
as ailing with violence, haughtinefs, and 

want o f  equity. He frequently aiTerted, 
botn at the time and ever fince, that the 

war, though declared by France, was pro­
voked by us, and that it was wholly unnecef- 
fary and fundamentally unjuft.

19. He



19. He has loft 110 opportunity o f  railing, 
in the moil vij-ulent manner, and in the moil 
unmeafured language, at every foreign power 
with whom  we could How, or at any time, 
contrail any Ul'eful or efteihial alliance 
againil France, declaring that he hoped no 
alliance with thofe powers was made., or was 
in a train o f  being made. *  He always ex­
prefled himfelf with the utmoil horror con­
cerning fuch alliances, lb did all his pha­
lanx. Mr. Sheridan, in particular, after one 
o f  his inveitives againil thofe powers, fitting 
by him, faid, with manifeil marks o f  his 
approbation, that i f  we mu ft go to war, he 
had rather go to war alone than with fuch 
allies.

20. Immediately after the French decla­
ration o f  war againil us, Parliament addref- 
fed the King in fupport o f  the war againil 
them, as juil  and neceflary, and provoked as 
well as formally declared againil Great Bri­
tain. He did not divide the Houfe upon this <

E  2 meafure ;

* It is an exception, that in one o f his lail fpeeches, (but 
not before) Mr. Fox feetned to think, ao alliance with Spain, 
slight be proper.
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meafure ; yet he immediately followed this 
our folemn Parliamentary engagement to the 
King, with a motion propofing a fet o f  re- 

folutions, the effect o f  which was, that the 
two Houfes were to load themfelves with 
every kind o f  reproach for having made the 

addreis, which they had juft carried to the 
Throne. He commenced this long firing o f  

criminatory refolutions againft his country 
( i f  King, Lords and Commons o f  Great Bri­
tain, and a decided majority without doors 
are his country), w ith a declaration a g a in jl 
intermeddling in the interior concerns o f France. 
Í he purport o f  this refolution o f  non-inter- 

feience, is a thing unexampled in the hiftory 

o f  the world, when one nationhas been- ac­

tually at war with another. T h e  beft writers 
on the law o f  nations, give no fort o f  coun* 
tenance to his doilrine o f  non-interference, 
in the extent and manner in which he ufed 

it, even when there is no war. W h e n  the 
war exifts, not one authority is againit it in 
all its latitude. His doctrine is equally 
contrary to the enemy’ s uniform practice, 
who, whether in peace or in war, makes it 
her gieat aim, not only to change the G o ­

vernment
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vernment, but to make an entire revolution 
in the whole of the focial order in every 
country.

T h e  objed of  the laft o f  this extraordinary 
itring of  refolutions moved by Mr. Fox, was 
to advife the Crown not to enter into fuch 
an engagement with any foreign power, fo 
as to hinder us from making a feparate peace 
with France, or which might tend to enable 
any of  thofe powers to introduce a govern­
ment in that country, other than fuch as 
thofe perfons whom he calls the people o f  
France, (hall choofe to eftablifh. In ihort> 
the whole of thefe refolutions appeared to 
have but one drift— namely, the facrifice o f  
our own domeftic dignity and fafety, and the 
independency o f  Europe, to the l'upport of  
this ftrange mixture o f  anarchy and tyranny 
which prevails in France, and which Mr* 
F o x  and his party were pleafed to call a 
Government. T h e  immediate confequences 
o f  thefe meaiures was (by an example, the 
ill effects of  which, on the whole world, are 
not to be calculated) to fecure the robbers 
of the innocent nobility, gentry, and ecclefi-,

aftics
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aftics o f  France, the enjoyment o f  the fpoil 
they have made of  the eftates, houfes, and 

goods of  their fellow-citizens.

2 i .  N ot fatisfied with moving thefe re- 

folutions, tending to confirm this horribla 
tyranny and robbery, and with actually divid­

ing the Houle on the firit o f  the long firing 

which they compofed, in a few days after­

wards he encouraged and fupported Mr. 
Grey in producing the very lame firings in a 
new form, and in moving, under the ibape 
o f  an addrefs o f  Parliament to the Crown, 

another virulent libel on all its own proceed­
ings in this fefiion, in which not only all the 
ground o f  the rel'olutions was again travelled 

over, but much new inflammatory matter 
was introduced. In particular, a charge was 
made, that Great Britain had not interpoied 

to prevent the laft partition oi Poland. On 

this head the party dwelt very largely, and 

very vehemently. Mr. F o x ’s intention, in 

the choice o f  this extraordinary topic, was 

evident enough. He well knows two things^ 

firft, that no wife or honeft man can approve 
o f  that partition, and without prognosticating

greatO



( 31 )
créât mifchief from it to all countries at fome 
future time. Secondly, he knows quite as 
well, that, let our opinions on that partition 
be what they will, England, by itielf, ió not 
in a fituatio.i to aiford to Poland any affiftance 
whatfoever. T h e  purpofe o f  the introduc­
tion of Poliih politics into this difcuffion, was 
not for the fake o f  Poland ; it was to throw 
an odium upon thofe who are obliged to de­
cline the caufe of juitice from their impoffi- . 
bility o f  Supporting a caufe which they ap­
prove, as i f  we, who think more Strongly on 
this fubjedt than he does, were of  a party 
againft Poland, becaufe'we are obliged to adt 
with Some o f  the authors of  that injuilice, 
againft our common enemy, France. But 
the greit and leading purpofe o f  this intro­
duction o f  Poland into ihe debates on the 
French war, was to divert the public atten-r 
tion from what was in our power, that is, 
from a Steady co-operation agamft France, 
to a quarrel with the Allies for the Sake o f  a 
Polifh war, which, for any ufeful purpofe to 
Poland, he knew it was out oS our power to 
make. IS England can touch Poland ever So 
remotely, it muffc be through the medium of

alliances.
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alliances. But by attacking all the combined 
powers together for their fuppofed unjuit 

aggreffion upon France, he bound them by 

a new common intereil, not feparately to 

join England for the refcue o f  Poland. T h e  

propofition could only mean to do what all 

the papers o f  his party in the Morning Chro­
nicle have aimed at perfuading the public to, 
through the whole o f  the laft autumn and 

winter, and to this hour ; that is, to an alli­
ance with the Jacobins of  France, for the 
pretended purpofe o f  fuccouring Poland. 
This curious projeit would leave to Great 

Britain no other A lly  in all Europe, except 

its old enemy France.

22. Mr. Fox, after the firil day’s difcuf- 

fion on the queftion for the addrefs, was at 
length driven to admit— (to admit rather 
ihan to urge, and that very faintly) that 
France had difcovered ambitious views, 
which none of  his partizans, that I recoiled, 

(Mr. Sheridan excepted) did,however, either 

urge or admit i W hat is remarkable enough, 

all the points admitted againil the Jacobins, 
\vefe brought to bear in their favour as much 

[; as
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as thofe in which they were defended. But 
when Mr. Fox admitted that the conduit o f  
the Jacobins did difcover ambition, he always 
ended his admiffion of their ambitious views 
by an apology for them, infilling, that the 
univerfally hoftile difpofition ihewn to them, 
rendered their ambition a fort o f  defeniive 
policy. Thus, whatever road he travelled, 
they all terminated in recommending a re­
cognition of their pretended Republic, and in 
the plan of fending an ambaifador to it. This 
was the burthen of all his long— “ Every thing 
which we could reafonably hope from war, 
would be obtained from treaty.’ ’ It is to be 
obferved, however, that in all thefe debates, 
Mr. F ox  never once ftatcd to the Houfe 
upon what ground it was he conceived, that 
all the objedts of  the French fyftem of united 
fanaticifm and ambition would inftantly be

*

given up whenever England ihould think 
fit to propofe a treaty. On propofing fo 
ftrange a recognition and fo humiliating an 
embafly as he moved, he was bound to pro­
duce his authority, i f  any authority he had. 
He ought to have done this the rather, be- 
caufe Le Brun, in his firft propofitions, and

F  iu



in his anfwers to Lord Grenville, defended^ 
on principle, not on temporary concernent 
every thing which was obje&ed to France, 
andihewed not the fmalleil difpoiition to give 
up any any one o f  the points in difcuiiion. 

M r. F o x  muil alio have known, that the

Convention had palled to the order o f  the
day, on a propofition to give fome fort o f

explanation or modification to the hoftile de­
cree of  the 19th of November, for exciting 

infurrections in all countries; a decree known 
to be peculiarly pointed at Great Britain. 

T h e  whole proceeding o f  the French admi- 
nifcration was the moil remote that could be 
imagined from furniihing any indication o f  a 

pacific difpoiition : for at the very time in 
which it was pretended that the Jacobins 
entertained thofe boaited pacific intentions, 

at the very time in which M r. Fox was urg­

ing a treaty with them, not content with re­

fusing a modification of the decree for infur- 

redions, they published their ever memorable 

decree of  the 15th o f  December, 1792, for 
diforganizing every country in Europe, into 
which they ihould on any occafion fet their 

foot ; and on the 25th and the 30th of  the
fame

( 34 )



fame month, they folemnly, and on the laft 
o f  thefe days, practically confirmed that de­

cree.

23. But Mr. F ox  had himfelf taken good 
care in the négociation he propofed, that 
France ihould not be obliged to make any 
very great conceflions to her prefumed m o­
deration— for he had laid down one general 
comprehenlive rule, with him (as he faid) 
confiant and inviolable. This rule, in fait, 
would not only have left to the fadtion in 
France, all the property and power they had 
ufurped at home, but moil, i f  not all, o f  the 
conqueils which by their atrocious perfidy 
and violence, they had made abroad. T h e  
principal laid down by Mr. Fox, is this, 
“  That every fa te , in the conclujion o f a war, 
has a right to avail itfelf o f  its conquefls to­
wards an indemnification.”  This principle 
.(true or fali’e) is totally contrary to the policy 
which this country has puriued with Fracce, 
at various periods, particularly at the treaty 
o f  Ryfwick, in the lail century, and at the 
treaty of  Aix-la-Chapelle, in this, W h at­
ever the merits of  his rule may be, in the 
«-yes of  neutral judges, it is a rule, which no

flat el man
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flatefman before him ever laid down in 

vour of  the adverfe power with whom he 
was to negotiate. T h e  adverfe party himfelf, 
may fafely be trufled to take care o f  his own 
aggrandifement. But (as i f  the black boxes 
o f  the feveral parties had been exchanged) 

M r. F o x ’s Engliih ambaiTador, by fome odd 
miflake, would find himfelf charged with the 
concerns o f  France. I f  we were to leave 
France as fhe flood at the time when Mr. 

Fox  propofed to treat with her, that formi­

dable power mufl have been infinitely 

ilrengthened, and almofl every other power 

in Europe as much weakened, by the extra­

ordinary bafis which he laid for a treatv. For 
Avignon muil go from the Pope; Savoy (at 
leafl) from the King o f  Sardinia, i f  not Nicc. 
Liege, Monk, Salm, Deux Ponts, and Bale, 
muil be feparated from Germany. On this 
fide of the Rhine, Liege, at leafl, mufl be 
lofl to the empire, and added to France. Mr. 

F o x ’s general principle fully covered all this. 
H o w  much o f  thefe territories came within 
his rule, he never attempted to define. He 
kept a profound illence as to Germany. As 

to the Netherlands he was fomething more

explicit.
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explicit. He faid, ( i f  I recolledt right) that 
France, on that fide, might expedt fome- 
thing towards flrengthening her frontier. 
As to the remaining parts of the Netherlands, 
which he fuppoled France might confent to 
furrender, he declared, went fo far as that 
England ought not to permit the Emperor 
to be repolfeifed of  the remainder of the ten 
Provinces, but that the People lhould choofe 
fuch a form of  independent Government as 
they liked. This propoiition of  Mr. Fox 
was juft the arrangement which the uiurpa- 
tion in France had ail along propofed to 
make. As thecircuinilances were at that time, 
and have been ever iince, his propofition 
fully indicated what Government the Flem ­
ings m ujt have in the ilated extent of  what 
was left to them. A  Government fo fet up 
in the Netherlands, whether compulfory, or 
by the choice of  the Sans Culottes, (who he 
well knew were to be the real eleâors, and
the foie electors') in whatever name it was

t

to exiil, mull evidently depend for its exiil- 
eiice, as it has done for its original forma­
tion, on France. In reality, it muil have 
ended in that point, to which, piece by

piece,
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piece, the French were then aitually bring­
ing all the Netherlands ; that is, an incor* 
poration with France, as a body o f  new 

departments, juft as Savoy and Liege, and 
the reft o f  their pretended independent po* 

pular fovereignties, have been united to 
their republic. Such an arrangement muft 
have deilrcyed Auftria ; it muft have left 
Holland always at the mercy o f  France ; it 

muft totally and for ever eut off all political 
communication between England and the 

Continent. Such muft have been the fitua- 

tion o f  Europe, according to Mr. F o x ’s 

fyftem o f  politics, however laudable his 
perfonal motives may have been in propofing 
fo  compleat a change in the whole fyftem 

o f  Great Britain, w ith  regard to all the 
Continental powers.

24. After it had been generally fuppofed 

that all public bufinefs was over for the fef- 
fion, and that Mr. Fox had exhaufted all 

the modes o f  prefîing this French fcheme, 
he thought proper to take a ftep beyond 
every expectation, and which demonftrated 
his wonderful eagernefs and perfeverance in

hi 3
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his caufe, as well as the nature And trut 
character o f  the caufe itfelf. This  itep was 
taken by Mr. Fox immediately after his giv­
ing his afTent to the Grant of Supply voted 
to him by Mr. Serjeant Adair and a Com ­
mittee of  Gentlemen, who aflumçd to them- 
ielves to act in the name of  the public. In 
the inilrument o f  his acceptance o f  this 
Grant, Mr. Fox took occaiion to ’aíTuré 
them, that he would always perfevere in the 

fame conduïï which had procured to him fo 
honourable a mark o f  the public approba­
tion. He was as good as his word.

25. It was not long before an opportu­
nity was found, or .made, for proving the 
iincerity o f  his profeffions, and demonilrat- 
ing his gratitude to thofe who had given 
public and unequivocal marks o f  their ap­
probation o f  his late conduct. One of  the 
moil virulent of the Jacobin Fa£tion, Mr. 
Gurney, a banker at Norwich, had all 
along diitinguiihed himfelf by his French 
politics. By  the means o f  this Gentleman, 
and o f  his aiïbciates o f  the fame defcription, 
one of  the moil infidious and dangerous

hand-
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hand-bills that ever was feen, had been cir­
culated at Norwich again ft the war, drawn 
"up in an hypocritical tone o f  companion for 
the Poor. T h is  Addrefs to the Populace o f  
Norwich was to play in concert with an A d ­
drefs to M r.  Fox ; was figned by Mr. 

Gurney and the higher part o f  the French 
Fraternity in that town. In this paper 

M r.  Fox is applauded for his Conduct 
throughout the feffion ; and requefled, be­
fore the prorogation, to make a motion for 
an immediate Peace with France.

26. Mr. Fox did not revoke to this fuit: 
he readily and thankfully undertook the talk 
afligned to him. N ot content, however, 
with merely falling in with their wiihes, he 
propofed a taik on his part to the Gentle­

men o f  Norwich, which was, that they ihould 
move the people without doors to petition 
againji the War. He faid, that without 

fuch affiftance, little good could be ex- 
peded from any thing he might attempt 
within the walls o f  the Houle o f  Commons. 
In the mean time, to animate his Norwich 
friends in their endeavours to beliege Parlia­

ment,
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ment, he {hatched the fírft opportunity to 
give notice of a motion, which he very foon 
after made, namely, to addrefs the Crown to 
make Peace with France. T h e  Addrefs 
was fo worded as to co-operate with the 
hand-bill in bringing forward matter calcu­
lated to inflame the manufacturers through­
out the kingdom.

27. In Support o f  his motion, he de­
claimed in the moil virulent ftrain, even 
beyond any of his former inventives, againft 
every power with whom we were then, and 
are now, acting againft France. In the 
moral forum, lome of theie powers certainly 
deierve all tne ill he faid o f  them ; but the 
political eiK.it aimed at, evidently was to 
turn our indignation from France, with 
whom we were at war, upon Ruffia, or 
Prufiia, or Auftria, or Sardinia, or all o f  
them together. In confequence o f  his 
knowledge that we could not effectually do 
without them, and his refolution that we 

Jhould not ait with them, he therefore pro- 
pofed, that having, as he afterted, “  ob- 
‘ t tained the only avowed objeit o f  the

G  “  W ar
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“  W ar (the evacuation of  Holland), we 
“  ought to conclude an inilant Peace.”

c.8. Mr. Fox could not be ignorant o f  the 
miftaken bails upon which his motion was 
grounded. He was not ignorant, that, 
though the attempt o f  Dumourier on H ol­
land (io very near lucceeding), and the na­
vigation o f  the Scheld (a part o f  the fame 
piece), were , among the immediate caufes, 
they were by no means the only caufes 
alledged for Parliament’ s taking that offence 

at the proceedings of  France, for which the 
Jacobins were io prompt in declaring war 
upon this kingdom. Other full as weighty 

caufes had been alledged: T h e y  were, i .  
1  he general overbearing and defperate am­
bition o f  that Faction. 2. Their  aftual at­
tacks on every nation in Europe. 3. Their 

ufuipation of  territories in the empire with 
the governments o f  which they had no pre­
tence of  quarrel. 4. Their  perpetual and 
irrevocable confolidation with their own do­
minions ot every territory o f  the Nether­
lands, o f  Germany, and o f  Italy, of  which 
they got a temporary poffeffion. 5. T h e  

mi ("chiefs attending the prevalence o f  their

fyilem



fyftem, which would make the fuccefs of  
their ambitious deiigns a new and peculiar 
fpecics o f  calamity in the world. 6. Their 
formal public decrees ; particularly thofe o f  
the 19th of  November, and 15th and 25th 
o f  December. 7. Their notorious attempts 
to undermine the Conilitution o f  this coun­
try. 8. Their public reception o f  deputa­
tions or traitors for that direct purpoie. 9.
I heir murder of their Sovereign, declared 

by moil of  the members o f  the Convention, 
who fpoke with their vote (without a dis­
avowal from anv) to be perpetrated, as an 
example to a ’! Kings, and a president for all 
fubjedts to follow. A ll  thefe, *nd not th e A  / 
Scheld alone, or the invaiion o f  Holland 
were urged by the Minifter, and by Mr. 
W yndham , by myfeif, and by others who 
fpoke in thofe debates, as caufes for bring­
ing France to a fenie o f  her wrong in the 
war which ihe declared again ft us. Mr.
Fox well knew, that not one man argued 
for the neccility o f  a vigorous refinance to 
France, who did not ft a te the war as being 
for the very exigence o f  the focial order 
here, and every part o f  Europe; who did

not
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not ftate his opinion, that this w?.r was not 
at all a foreign W a r  o f  Empire, but as 
much for our Liuerties, Properties, Laws, 
and Religion ; and even more io than any we 

had ever been engaged in. This was the 
war, which, according Mr. Fox and 
M r. Gurney, we were to abandon, before the 

enemy had felt, in the ilighteft degree, the 

impreflion o f  our arms.

29. Had Mr. F o x ’ s difgraceful propofal 
been complied with, this kingdom would 
have been ftained with a blot o f  perfidy hi­
therto without an example in our hiftory, 

and with fa*r lefs excufe than any a61 o f  per­

fidy which we find in the hiftory o f  any 
other nation. T h e  moment, when by the 
incredible exertions o f  Auftria (very little 
through our’ s) the temporary deliverance o f  
Holland (in effect our own deliverance) had 

been atchieved, he advifed the Houfe in- 
ftantly to abandon her to that very enemy, 
from whofe arms ihe had freed ourfelves, 

and the clofeit o f  our allies.

30. But
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30. But we are not to be impofed on by 

forms of language. W e mull ait on the fub- 
itanceof things. T o  abandon Aultria in this 
manner, was to abandon Holland itfelf. For 
fuppofe France, encouraged and ftrengthen- 
cd as ilie mult have been by our treacherous 
defertion, fuppofe France, I lay, to fucceed 
againlt Aultria, (as ihe had fucceeded the 
very year before) England would, after its dis­
armament, have nothing in the world but the 
inviolable faith o f  Jacobinifm, and the fteady 
politics o f anarchy to depend upon, againil 
France’s renewing the very lame attempts 
upon Holland, and renewing them (confider- 
ing what Holland was and is; with much bet­
ter profpedts o f luccefs. M r. F ox  muft have 
been well aware, that i f  w e were to break 
with the greater Continental Powers, and par­
ticularly to come to a rupture with them, in 
the violent and intemperate mode in which 
he would have made the breach, the defence 
o f  Holland againft a foreign enemy, and a 
itrong domeltic fadtion, mult hereafter reft 
folely upon England, without the chance o f  
a fingle A lly , either on that or on any other

IT occafion.
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occafion. So far as to the pretended foie ob­
ject o f  the war, which M r. F ox fuppofed to 
be fo completely obtained, but whic;i then 

was not at all, and at this day is not com ­

pletely obtained, as to leave us nothing elfe 

to  do than to cultivate a peaceful, quiet cor- 
refpondence w ith thofe quiet, peaceablc and 

moderate people, the Jacobins ofF rance.

31. T o  induce us to this, M r. F ox labour­

ed hard to make it appear, that the powers 
with whom we acted, were full as ambitious 
and as perfidious as the French. This m ight 

be true as to other nations. T h e y  had not, 

however, been fo to Vs or to Holland. H e 

produced no proof o f aitive ambition and ill 

faith agair.it Auitria* But fuppofmg the com­
bined Powers had betn all thus faithlefs, and 

had been all alike fo, there was one circum - 
itance which made an eiTential difference be­

tween them and France, I need not be at 

the trouble o f  conteiling this point, (which, 

however, in this latitude, and as at all affeétinsrCD
Great Britain and Holland, I deny utterly). 
Be it fo.. But the great Monarchies have it

in ­



in their power to keep their faith ifthev phafe, 
becauie they are Governments oj eilabliihed 
and r e c o g n i z e d  authority at home and .broad. 
France bad, in reality, 110 Government. T he 
very factions who exereiied power, had 110 
(lability. T h e French Convention had no 
■powers of peace or war, Suppofing the Con­

vention to be free (moil affuredly it was not) 
they had ihewn no diipoiition to abandon eir 
projects.— Though long driven out o f Lit ge, 
i t  w a s  not many days before M r. F ox’s mo­

tion, that they ilill continued to claim it as a 
country, which their principles o f fraternity 
bound them to protect, that is, to fubdue and 
to regulate at their pleafure. T hat party 
which M r. F ox inclined moil to favour and 

trail, and from which he muil have received 
his aflurances ( if  any he did receive) that is 
the Briflbtins, were then either prifoners or 
fugitives. T he Party which prevailed over 
them (that o f Danton and Marat) was ltielf 
in a tottering condition, and was difowned by 
a ver/great part o f France. T o  fay nothing 
o f  the Royal Party who were powerful and 
growing, and who had full as good a right to

H  2 claim
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daim  to be the legitimate Government as any 
o f  the Parifian Factions with whom he pro- 

pofed to treat— or rather (as it fecmed tom e) 
to furrender at difcretion.

32. But when M r. F ox began to come froiyi 
his general hopes o f  the moderation o f  the 
Jacobins, to particulars, he put the cafe, that 

they might not perhaps be willing to furren­

der Savoy. H e ccrtainly was not willing to 
conteft that point with them; but plainly and 

explicitly (as I underftood him) propofed to 
let them keep it ; though he knew (or he was 

much worfe informed than he would be 

thought) that England had, at the very time, 
agreed on the terms o f  a Treaty with the 

K in g  o f Sardinia, o f which the recovery o f 

Savoy was the Cafus Federis. In the teeth o f  

o f this Treaty, M r. F ox propofed a diredt 

and moft candalous breach o f  our faith, for­
mally and recently given. But to furrender 
Savoy, was to furrender a great deal more 

than fo many fquare acres o f  land, or fo much 

revenue.. In its confequences, the furrender 
o f Savoy, was to make a furrender to France

o f
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o f Switzerland and Italy, o f both which 
countries, Savoy is the key— as it is known 
'to ordinary fpeculators m politics, though it 
may not be known to the W eavers in N or­
w ich, who, it feems are, by  M r. Fox, callcd 
to be the judges in this matter.

33. A  fure w ay indeed, to encourage 
France not to make a furrender o f this key o f 
Italy and Switzerland, or o f Mayence, the 
key o f Germany, or o f  any other objeit 
whatfoever which ihe holds, is to let her iee, 

that the People o f England raife a clamour 
againjl the IVar before terms are Jb much as 
propofed on any Jide. From that môVnent, the 
Jacobins would be matters o f  the terms.— - 

T h e y  would know , that Parliament, at all 
hazards, would force the K ing to a feparate 
Peace. T he Crown coaid not, in that cafe, 
have any ufe o f  its judgment. Parliament 
could not poffefs mere judgment than the 
Crown, when beiieged (as M r. Fox propofed 
to M r. Gurney) by  the cries o f the Manufac­
turers. This description o f men, M r. .box 
pndeavoured in liislpeech, b y  every method,

to
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to-irritate and inflame. In effect, his two 
Speeches were, through the whole, nothin^ 

more than an amplification o f  the N orw ich 
I land-bill. He reiled the greateit part o f  his 

argument on the diihefs o f  Trade, w hich he 
attributed to tjie war, though it was obvious, 
to any tolerably good obfervation, and much 

more mtift have been clear to fuch an obfer­

vation as his, that the then difficulties o f  the 
Trade and Manufacture could have no fort o f  
connection with our fhare in it. T h e war had»  ̂ '  -

hardly begun. W e had fuffered neither b y  
fpoil, nor by defeat, nor by difgrace o f  any 

Idnd. Public credit was fo little impaired, 
that initeadof being fupported by any extra­

ordinary aids from individuals, it advanced a 
credit to individuals to the amount o f  five ' 
millions, for the fupport o f  Trade and M anu­

factures, under their temporary difficulties, a . 
thing before never heard o f  ;— a thing o f  
which I do not commend the policy— but only 
-/late it, to ihew , that M r. F o x ’s ideas o f  the 
.effects o f  war were without any trace o f  foun­
dation.

f
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33. It is imDOÎÏible not to con ne ft the ar­
guments and proceedings o f  a Party with that 
o f  its leader— efpecially when not diiavovved 
or controlled by him. Mr. F ox’s partizans de­
claim againil all the powers o f Europe, except 
the Jacobins, juft as hedoes; but not having the 
fame reafons for management and caution 
which he has, they fpeak out. He fatisfies 
him felf merely with making his invectives, 
and leaves others to draw the cóncluíion. But 
they produce their Polifh inter petition, for 
the exprefs purpofc o f  leading to a French 
alliance. T h ey  urge their French Peace, 
in order to make a junction with the Jacobins 
to oppofe the powers, whom , in their lan­
guage, they call Defpots, and their leagues» 
a combination o f  Defpots. Indeed, no man 
can look on the prefent pofture o f  Europe 
with the lea ft degree o f  difcernment, w ho 
w ill not be thoroughly convinced, that Eng­
land muft be the fait friend or the determined 
enemy o f France. There is no medium; 
and I do not think M r. F ox to be fo dull a? 
not to obferve this. His Peace would in-̂  
volve us inftantly in the m oil extenfive and

m oil
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m oil ruinous wars • at the fame time that it 
would have made a broad highway (acrols 
which no human wifdom  could put an ef­
fectual barrier) for a mutual intercourfe with 

the fraternizing Jacobins on both fides. T h e 
confequences o f w hich, thofe w ill certainly 

not provide againit, w ho do not dread or dif- 

like them.

34. It is not amifs in this place to enter a 

little more fully into the fpirit o f the principal 

arguments on which M r. Fox thought proper 
to reil this his grand and concluding motion, 
particularly fuch as were drawn from the in­

ternal ilate o f  our affairs. Under a fpecious 
appearance (not uncommonly put on by men 
o f  unfcrupulous ambition) that o f tendernefs 

and compaffion to the Poor j he did his beil to 
appeal to the judgments o f  the meaneil and 

m oil ignorant o f the people on the merits o f  

the W ar. H e had before done fomething o f 

the fame dangerous kind in his printed Letter. 
T h e  ground o f a political W ar is o f all things 

that which the poor labourer and manufadtu^ 

xer are the leail capable o f conceiving. This

fort



fort o f people know in general that they mint 
fuffer by W ar. It is a matter to which they 
-re fufficiently competent, becaufe it is a 
m a t t e r  o f feeling. The caujes o f a W ar are

L /

not matters o f feeling, but o f reafon and fore-
fieht and often o f remote oonfiderations, and £) ^

a. very great cornbinatipn oi cncuniftances, 

which they are utterly incapable oi compre­
hending; and, indeed, it is not every man. in 
the high eft dafl'es who is altogether equal to 
it. Nothing, in a general fenfe, appears to mo 
lei's fair and juitifiable, (evert it no attempt 
wi re made to inflame the pafiions) than to 
i'ubmit a matter on difcuffion to a Tribunal in­
capable of judging o f  more than one Jide o f  
tiie queition. It is at leaft as unjuftifiable to 

inflame the pallions o f fuch Judges againft that 
lice, in fav or o f which they cannot fo much as 
comprehend the arguments. Before the pre­
valence of the French Syftem (which as far•/ *
as it has gone has extinguished the falutary 
«prejudice called our Country) nobody was 
more fenfible o f  this important truth thaii 
M r. F o x ; and nothing was more proper and 
pertinent, or was move lelt at the tim e,. than

I his
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his reprimand to M r. W ilberforce for an in- 
confiderate expreffion which tended to call in 
the judgment o f  the poor, to eftimate the 
policy o f  war upon the ftandard o f  the taxes 
they may be obliged to pay towards its 
fupport.

35* It is fatally known, that the great- 
Objedt o f  the Jacobin Syftem is to excite the 
low eft defcription o f  the People to range

themfelves under ambitious men, for the pil­
lage and deftrudtion o f  the more eminent 
orders and clailes o f  the community. The 

thing, therefore, that a man not fanatically at­
tached to that dreadful projedt, would moil 
ftudiouily avoid, is, to adt a part with the 
Í tench Propagandtfls, in attributing (as they 
constantly do) all Wars and all the confe- 

quences o f  W ars, to the pride o f  thofe orders, 

and to their contempt o f  the weak and indi­
gent part o f  the fociety. T he ruling Jaco­
bins iniift upon it, that even the W ars which 

they carry on with fo much obftinacy againil 
all Nations, are made to prevent the Poor 
Irom any longer being the initruments and

yidtims
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victims o f  Kings, Nobles, and the Arif- 
tocracy o f  Burghers and Rich Men. T hey 
pretend that the deilrudtion o f  Kings, Nobles, 
and the Ariftocracy ofBurghersand Rich Men, 
is the only means o f  eltablilhing an univer- 
fal and perpetual Peace. This is the great - 
drift o f all their writings from the time o f 
the meeting o f the States o f France, in 1789, 
to the publication o f  the laft Morning Chro­
nicle. T hey infill that even the W ar w hich, 
with fo much boldnefs, they have declared 
again ft all Nations, is to prevent the poor 
from becoming the Inftruments and Vidtims 
o f thefe perfons and defcriptions. It is but too 
eafy, i f  you once teach poor labourers 
and mechanics to defy their prejudices, and 
as this has been done with an induilry fcarce- 
]y credible, to fubllitute the priaciples o f  
fraternity in the room o f  that falutary pre­
judice called our Country, it is, I fay, but 
too ealy to perfyade them agreeably to what 
M r. Fox hints in his public Letter, that 
this W ar is, and that the other Wars have 
been, the Wars of Kings j it is eafy to per* 
fuade them that the terrors even o f a

1 2 foreign
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foreign conqueit are not terrors for them— • 

It is eafy to p'erfuade them that, for their 

part, they have nothing to lo fe; and that 
their condition is not likely  to be altered 

for the worfe, whatever party m ay happen 

to prevail in the W ar. Under any circum- 
ilances this dodtrine is highly dangerous, as 

it tends to make feperate parties o f the 
higher and lower orders, and to put their 
intereffo on a different bottom. But i f  the 

enemy you have to deal w ith  ihould ap­

pear, as France now  appears, under the 

very name and title o f the deliverer- o f 
the poor, and the chaiKler o f  the rich, 
the former clafs w ould readily become, not 
an indifferent Spectator o f  'the W ar, but 
would be ready to enliit in the fadtion o f  

the enem y; w h ich  they would confider, tho’ 

under a foreign name, to be more connedted 
w ith them than an adverfe defcription in the 

fame land. A ll the props o f  .Society would 

be drawn from us by thefe dodtrines, and 
the very foundations o f the public defence 
w ould give way in an inilant.

36. There



T h e r e  is no point which the Fadtio-n 
o f Fraternity in England have laboured more 
than to excite in the Poor the horror o f any 
W ar with France upon any cccafion. Vs hen 
they found that their open attacks upon our 
Conftitution in favor o f a French Republic 
Were for the prefent repelled-they put 
that matter out of fight, and h a\e taken 
up the more plaufible and popular ground 
o f  general peace, upon merely gcmnal piin- 
ciples, altho’ thefe very men in tire corre- 
fpondence o f the,r clubs with thole o f Fi ance, 
had reprobated the neutrality which now they 

fo earneftlv prels. But, in reality, theii max­
im was and is “  Peace and Alliance with 
France, and W ar with the reft o f  the

W orld.”

y j. This luit motion o f M r. Fox bound 
v.p the v.’hole o f his politics during the 
ieifions. This motive had many circum- 
ftances, particularly in the N orw ich Cor- 
refpondence, by which the mifchief, of all 
the others, w a s  aggravated beyond meafure.

Y et, this laft motion, far the worit o f  M r.
F o x ’s

( 57 )
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F o x’s proceedings, was the beft fupported o f  
any o f  them, except his amendment to the 

Addrefs. T he D uke o f  Portland had di­
rectly engaged to fupport the War—Here 
was a motion as dire it] y  made to force the 
Crown to put an end to it before a blow 
had been ilruck. T he efforts o f  the Faction 
have fo prevailed that fome o f his G race’s 

neareit friends have actually voted for that 

motion: fome, after ihewing themfelves, 
went away— Others did not appear at all.
So it muft be where a man is for any time 

fupported from perfonal coniiderations, with­
out reference to his public conduit. Thro* 
the whole o f  this bufmefs, the fpirit o f  fra­
ternity appears to me to have been the 

governing principle. It might be fhameful 
ior an\ man, abo\ e the vulgar, to ihew io 
blind a partiality even to his own Country, 

as M r. F o x  appears, on all occafions, this 
Seilion, to have ihewn to France. Had M r. 

F o x  been a Minifter, and proceeded on the 

principles laid down by him, ' believe there 
is little doubt he would have been confider- 

ed as the m oil criminal Statefman that ever

lived
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lived in this Country. I do not know -■'hv 
a Statesman out of place is not t j  be jm 
in the fame manner, unlefs we can excufe 
him by pleading in his favor a total indif­
ference to principle ; and that he would aft 
and think in quite a different way if  he 
were in office. This I w ill not fuppofe. 
One may think better o f him ; and that in 
cafe o f his power he might change his mind. 
But fuppofing, that from better or from worfe 
motives, he might change his mind on his 
acquisition o f the favor o f  the Crown, I 
feriouily fear that i f  the King iliould to­
morrow put power into his hands, and that 
his good genius would infpire him with 
maxims very different from thofe he has 
promulgated, he would not be able to get 
the better o f  the ill temper, and the ill doc­
trines he has been the means o f  exciting and 
propagating throughout the kingdom. From 
the very beginning o f  lheir inhuman and 
unprovoked rebellion and tyrannic ufurpa- 
tion, he has covered the predominant Fadtion 
in France, and their adherents here, with 
the moil exaggerated panegv rics ; ncither

has
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has he miiïed a fingle opportunity o f abufmg 
and villifying thofe, who in uniform con­
currence with the D uke o f  Portland’s ami 
Lord Fitzw illiam ’s opinion, have maintain­
ed the true grounds o f  the Revolution Set­
tlement in 1688. He lamented all the 
defeats o f  the French ; he rejoiced in all 
their victories ; even when thefe victories 

threatened to overwhelm  the Continent o f  
Europe, and by facilitating their means oi 

penetrating into Holland, to bring this moil 
dreadful o f  all evils with irreliitible force to 

the very doors, i f  not into the vcrv heart, 

o f  our Country. T o  this hour lie always 
ipeaks o f  every thought o f  overturning the 

French Jacobiniim by force, on the part o f 
any Power whatfcever, as an attempt unju.it 

and cruel, and which he reprobates with 
horror. I f  any o f  the French Jacobin lead­
ers are fpoken o f w ith  hatred or fcorn, he 
falis upon thofe who take that liberty, with 
all the zeal and warmth with which men o f 

honor defend their particular and bofom 
friends, when attacked. He always rep re­
lents their caufe as a cauie o f Liberty; and

J  7
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all who oppofe it as partizans o f defpotifm. 
He obftinately continues to confider the 
great and growing vices, crimes and dii— 
orders o f  that country, as only evils o f 
paifage, which are to produce a permanent­
ly happy flatc o f order and freedom. He 
reprefents thefe diforders exadtly- in the 
fame w ay, and with the fame limitations 
which are uled by one of the tw o great 
Jacobin Fadlions, I mean that o f P e t i o n  
and B r is s o t ,  L ike them he ftudiouily con­
iines his horror and reprobation only to the 
maflacres of the fécond o f  September, and 
paifes by thole o f the ioth  o f  A u gu ll, as 
well as the imprifonrnent and depoiition o f  
the King, which were the confe.quences o f 
that day, as indeed were the maifacres them- 
fclves to which he confines his ceufure, 

tho’ they were not actually perpetrated un­
til early in September. Like that Faction, 
he condemns, not the depoiition, or the pro- 
pofed exile, or perpetual impriionment, but 
only the murder of the King. Mr. S h e r i -  
r>an on every occafion, palliates alt their 
ma fiacres committed in every part o f F  rance,

K  as
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as the effe&s o f  a natural indignation at the 
exo. bitances o f  defpotifm, and o f  the dread 
o f the people o f  returning under that yoke 

— He has thus taken occafion to load, not 

the aótors in this wickednefs, but the 

Governm ent o f  a mild, merciful, benefi­
cent and patriotic Prince, and his fuffering, 
faithful fubjedts, with all the crimes o f 
the new anarchical tyranny, under which 

the one has been murdered, and the others 
are oppreiTed. Thofe continual either praifcs 

or palliating apologies o f  every thing done 
in France, and thofe inventives as uni­

formly vomited out upon all thofe who ven­
ture to exprefs their difapprobation o f  fuch 

proceedings, coming from a man o f  M r. 
F o x ’s fame and authority, and one -who is 

coniidered as the perfon to whom  a great party 
o f  the wealthieil men o f  the Kingdom  look 

up, has been the caufe w hy the principle o f 
French fraternity formerly gained the ground 

which it had obtained. It w ill infallibly 
recover itfelf again, and in ten times a 
greater degree» i f  the kind o f  Peace, in 

the manner which he preaches, ever fhall

be
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be eftabliihed with the reigning fadtion in 

France.

38. So far as to the French practices with 
regard to France and the other Powers o f  
Europe— as to their principles and dodtrines, 
with regard to the Conftitution o f States, 
M r. F ox ftudiouily, on all occafions, and 
indeed when no occafion calls for it, '̂as on 
the Debate o f  the petition for Reform) 
brings forward and aflerts their fundamental 
and fatal principle, pregnant with every mif- 
chief and every crimc, namely that “  in 
“  every Country the People is the legiti- 
“  mate Sovereign,” exadtly conformable to 
the Declaration o f the French Clubs and 
Legiilators. “  La Souveraineté eft une, in- 
“  divijible, inalienable, et iniprefcriptible. Elle 
“  appartient a la Nation. Aucune Seflion 
<c du peuple, ni aucun Individu ne peut s’en 
“  attribuer l ’exercife.”  It confounds, in a 
manner equally mifchievous and ftupid, the 
origin ot a Government from the people 
with its continuance in their hands. I believe, 

that no fuch dodtrine has ever been heard

K  2 o i
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oÍT in any public ait o f any Government 
whatfceyer, until it was adopted (I1 think 

from the writings o f RouiFeau) b y  the French 
ÁíFembÍies, who have made it the bafis o f  
their ConiHtution at home, and o f  the m at­
ter o f their apoilate in every country. 
Thefe and other wild déclarations o f  abilradt 
principle, M r. F ox fays, aie in themfelves 
perfectly right and true ; tho’ in fome cafes 

he allows the' French draw abfurcl confe- 

quences from them. But I conceive he is 
miilaken. T h e confequences are m oil lo ­

gically, though m oil mifchieviouily drawn 

from the premifes and principles b y  that 
wicked and ungracious faftion. T h e  fault 

is in the foundation.

39. Before fociety, in a multitude o f  

men, it is obvious, that fovereignty and fub- 
jeib’on are ideas which cannot exiit. It is 

the compact on which fociety is formed that 
makes both. But to fuppofe the people, 

contrary to their compacts, both to g iv e  aw ay 
and retain the fame thing, is altogether ab- 

furd. It is worfe, for it fuppofes in fome
things
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things combination o f  men a power and right 
of always diffolving the fccial union; which 
power, however, i f  it exifts, renders them 
again as little fovereigns as fubjedts, but a  
mere unconnected multitude. It is not eai'y 
to ftate for what good end, at a time like this, 
when the foundations of all antient and pre- 
l'umptive Governments fuch as ours (to which 
people fubmit, not becaufe they have chofen 
them, but becaufe they are born to them) 
are undermined by perilous theories, that 
M r. Fox fhould be fo fond o f referring to 
thofe theories, upon all occaiions, eventho 
fpeculatively they might be true, which 
God forbid they ihould ! Particularly I do 
not fee the reafon why he ihould be io fond 
o f  declaring, that the principles o f  the R e­
volution have made the Crown o f  Great. 
Britain eleSlivt’ ; w h y he thinks it feafonable 
to preach up with io much earneftneis, for 
now three years together, the dodtrine of 
refiftence and Revolution at all ; or to aileit 
that our laft Revolution o f 1688 flands on 
the fame or iimilar principles witn that 01 
France. W e are not called upon to bring

• forward
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fbl-vvaíd thefc doctrines, which are hard IV

*

ever reforted to but in cafes ’ o f  extremity.j '
and where they are followed b y  correfpon- 
dent aCtions. W e are not called upon by 

any circumilance, that I know of, which 
can jufcify a revolt, or which demands a 

Revolution, or can make an election o f  a 

fhcceúor to the Crow n neceilary, what 
ever latent right may be fuppofed to exift 

for eífeótuating any o f thefe purpofes.

40. N ot the leaft alarming o f  the proceed­
ings o f  Mr. F ox and his friends in this SelTi- 

©n, efpecially taken in concurrence with their 
w hole proceedings, with regard to France and 
its principles, is their eagernefs at this Seafon, 
under presence o f Parliamentry Reforms (a 

projed: which had been for fome time rather 
dormant) to difcredit and difgrace the Houle 
o f  Commons. For this purpofe thefe G en­
tlem en had found a w ay  to infult the 
H oule by feveral atrocious libels in the 
form  o f  petitions. In particular they brought 
up a libel, or rather a complete digeil o f  
libellous matter, from the Club called the

Friends
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Friends o f the People. It is indeed at once 
the m oft audacious and the m oil inlidious 
o f  all the performances o f  that kind which 
have yet appeared. It is laid to be the 
penmanfhip o f M r. Tierney to bring whom  
into Parliament the Duke o f Portland for­
merly had taken a good deal o f pains, and 
expended, as I hear, a confiderable ium  o f  
m oney,

41. Am ong the circumilan-ces o f  danger 
from that piece and from its precedent, it 
is obfervable that this is the firfl petition 
( i f  I remember right) coming from  a Chib 
cr Ajfociation, Jigned by Individuals, denoting 
neither local refidence, nor corporate capacity. 
T his mode o f  petition not being itriftly
51 legal or informal, tho’ in its fpirit in The 
higheil degree mifchievous, m ay and w ill 
lead to other things o f  that nature, tend­
in g  to bring thefe Clubs and AiTociations 
to the French model, and to make theia 
in the end anfwer French purpofes : I mean, 
that without legal names, thefe Clubs w ill 
be lead to aifumc political capacities -, that

they
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they m ay debate the forms o f Conilitutiop.; 

and that from their Meetings they m ay in- 
folently diilate their w ill to the regular au­

thorities o f  the K ingdom , in the manner in 
w hich the Jacobin Clubs iffue their mandates 
to the National A ilem bly or the National 

Convention. T h e  audacious, remonftrance, 

w hich I obferve is figned by ail o f that 
Ailbciation (the Friends o f  the People) 

who are not in Parliament, and it was 

Supported m oil ilrenuouily b y  all AiToci- 
ations mho are Members,  w ith  M r. F ox at 
their head. He and they contended for refer­
ring this libel to a committee. Upon the 

queilion o f  that reference, they grounded 
all their debate for a change in the C on- 

flitution o f Parliament. T h e  pretended 
Petition is, in fa il, a regular charge or im ­

peachment o f  the Houie o f Commons, di- 

geiled into a number o f Articles. This 
plan o f  reform is not a criminal Impeach­
ment, but a matter o f  prudence, to be fubv 
mitted to the public wifdom, which muft 
he as w ell pprifed o f  the fails as petition­

ers can be. But thofe acccflbrs o f  the

H oufe
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H cufe o f Commons have proceeded upon 
the principles o f a criminal procefs; and 
h iv e  had the effrontry to offer proof on 
each Article.

42. This charge, the party o f  M r. F o x  
maintained article by  article, beginning 
with the firft ; namely, the interference o f 
Peers at Elections, and their nominating in 
effedt feveral o f the Members o f  the Houfe 
o f  Commons. In the printed lift o f grievan­
ces which they made out on the occafion, 
and in fupport o f  their charge, is found the 
Borough, which under Lord Fitzw illiam ’s 
influence, I now  fit. B y this Remon- 
ftrance and its objeót, they hope to defeat 
the operation o f  property in Elections, and 
in reality to dilTolve the connexion and 
communication o f  interefts which makes the 
Houfes o f Parliament a mutual fupport to 
each other. M r. Fox and the Friends o f  
the People are not fo ignorant as not to 
kn ow , that Peers do not interfere in Elec­
tions as Peers, but as men o f property—  
T h e y  well, know that the Houfe o f Lords
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i  by it f i l f  the feebjeft part o f the C onili- 

tution; they know  that the Houfe o f Lord's 

is fupported only by its connections w ith the 
C row n and with the Houfe o f  Commons ; 

and that without this double connection the 
Lords côuld not exift a Single year. They 

know , that all thefe parts o f  our Conilitu- 

tion, w hilft they at., balanced as oppofing 
interefts, are alfo connected as friends'; 

otherwife nothing but confufion could b e  

the re Suit o f  a com plex ConSHaition. it  is 

natural, therefore, that rhev who wiih the- 
common deftrudion o f  the whole and o f all 

its parts, ihould contend for their total Sépa­

ration. But as the H cufe o f Commons is 
that link which connects both: the other 

parts o f  the Conftitution (the Crow n and the 

Lords) with the Mafs o f the People, it is 
. to that link (as it is natural enough) that 

their inceilint attacks are directed. T h at, 
artificial representation o f  the people being, 
once discredited and overturned, ail goes to 
pieces, and nothing but a plain French de­
m ocracy or arbitrary monarchs can pofiibly

ejdSt- . • V
43. Some



( 7? )
43i Some ó fth efc  gentlemen .who’ have 

n-ttacked the Houfe o f  Commons* lean to 
a  repreientation o f  the people by  the head, 
that is, to individual representation. None 
o f  them that I recoiled, except M r. .Fox, 
directly rejected it. It is remarkable, hoxv*- 
ever, that he only rejected it -by im p ly  de­

claring an opinion. He let all the argu­
ment go against his opinion. AH the 

proceedings and arguments o f  his reforming 
friends lead to individual répreíentateon and 
to nothing elfe. It dtferves to be attentive­
ly  obferved, that this individual reprefenta- 
.tion is the only plan o f their reform, which 

has been explicitly propofed. In tliè mean 
time, the conduct o f  Mr. F o x  appears to be 
far more inexplicable, on any good ground, 
than theirs, w h o propofe the individual re- 
prefentation ; for he neither propofes any 
thing, nor even fuggefts that he has any 
thing to propofe, in lieu o f  the prefent mode 
o f  constituting the Houfe o f  Com m ons.— - 
O n the contrary, he declares againft all the 
plans w hich have yet been fuggefted, ei­
ther from him felf or others : yet, thus un-

K  2 p ro v id e d
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provided w ith  any plan w hatfoever, he 
preiTed forward this unknow n reform w ith  
a ll poffible warm th ; and for that purpofe, 

in  a fpeech o f  feveral hours, he urged the 
referring to a committee, the libellous im ­

peachm ent o f  the H oufe o f  Com m ons b y  
the aiTociation o f  the Friends o f  the People. 

But for M r. F o x  to difcredit Parliament 
as it jlands,— to countenance leagues, cove­

nants, and aiToeiations for its further dif- 
credit,— to render it  perfectly odious and 
contem ptible,— and at the fame time to 

propofe nothing at all in place o f  w hat he 
difgraces, ( is w o r fe if  poflible) than to con­

tend for perfonal individual representation» 

and is little lefs than demanding, in plain 
terms, to bring on plain anarchy.

44. M r. F o x  and thefe gentlemen have, 

for the prefent* been defeated -, but they 
arc neither converted nor diiheartened. 
T h e y  have folem nly declared, that they 
w ill perfevere until they have obtained 
tbeir ends; periiflirtg to aifert, that the 
I^oufe o f  Com m ons not only is not a

true
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true reprefentative o f  the people ; but that 
it does not anfwer thç purpofe o f  luch re , 
prefentation ; ipoft ot them infill that all 
the debts, the taxes, and the burthens o f  all. 
kinds on the people, w ith  every other evil 
and inconvenience, w h ich  w e have fufferec} 
fince the Revolution, have been ow in g 

folely to an Houfe o f  Com m ons w hich  
does not fpeak the fenfe o f  the people.

45. It is alfo not to be forgotten, that 
Mr. F ox, and all w h o  hold w ith  him , on 
this, as on all other occaiions o f  pretended 
Reform , m oil bitterly reproached M r. Pitt 
w ith  treachery, in declining to fupport the 
fcandalous çharges'and indefinite projects o f  
this infamous libel from the F riends o f  the 
People. B y the animofity w ith  which they 
perfecute all thofe w h o grow  cold in this 
caufe o f  pretended Reform , they hope, that 
i f  through levity, inexperience, or ambi­
tion, any young perfon (like M r. Pitt, for 
inilance) happens to be once embarked in 
their defign, they ihall, by a ta lk  ihame, 
Jceep him  faft in it for ever. M any they

have fo hampered.
’  46. I
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í. 46- I kn ow  itisn fu a l, wfrferi. the peril and 

flkrtn.' o f  the hour appear's-to be a little over­
b lo w n , to t'hiak no more o f  thf* maUer.-t-,- 
Ènt for my. paft, Í look b.iok w ith  horror 

ivb a l we have tffcaped, and am full o f  

finxiety w ith regard to’-the’ dangers, and, hs 

m y opinion,- :#e kill to be apprehended both 

fef- hom e and abroad ; this bufmefs bas ca iî 
deep roots.-- W h eth er it is rïèc&Ûarily con-> 
nested in theory w ith  Jacohinifm is not 
w órtli á dil pu te. T  lie 'tw o "things are con­
nected in fact. T h e  partizaris j>f the one arc 

the partizans o f  the other. 1 1 k n o w  it is 

com m on w ith  thofe w h o are favourable to' 
the Gentlem en o f  M r. F o x T  party, and to 

their leader, though not at all deVoted to all 

their reform ing projects, or their Gallican 
politics to argue in palliation o f  their con­
duct, that it is not in their pow er to do all 

the harm w hich their actions evidently tend 
to. It is faid, that as the people w ill not Sup­
port them, they m ay fafely be indulged in 
thofe eccentric fancies o f  Reform , and thofe 
theories w hich lead to nothing, T h is  apo­

lo g y  is not very much to the honour o f  thofe

politicians,
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politicians, whofe interefts are to he ailhcrocj 
to  in defiance o f  their conduct. I cannot flut­

ter m yfelf thatthefe inceilant attacks on the 
Conftitution o f  Parliament are fafe. It is 
not in m v power to de (pile the unceafing e f­
forts o f  a Confederacy o f  about fifty per 
ions o f  eminence; men,o for the far greater 
•{'art, o f  very ample fortunes either in 

poiîèflion or in expectancy; men,of.decided 
charadters and vehement pnffionr,— m en  o f  
very  great talents o f  all kinds; o f m uch 

boldncfs, and o f  the grdateft pofliblo fpirit 

o f artifice, intrigue, adventure, and enter- 
prize, all operating with uiuvearicd aCtivitv 
;md perfeverance. T h efe  gentlemen, art'

much ftronger too without uChvs than fomV- 

calculate. T h ey  have the more active
part o f  the diilent:'rs with-'ilienv; and the 
whole clan o f  fpgculatori’ o f  ûHde'nofm- 
nations— a large and gtoWmg. fp^defc.*

T h e v  have that floating ïVswltiU*ie Which
J  I  O

goes with events and w hiíh'fúfier the lois 
or gain o f a battle, to decide ih ü r ©piriitfhá 
o f  right and wrong. As long as by every 
art this party keeps alive a jpiritr o f  difaïTei-*

-• • tio-n.
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tîon againii the' very Confutation o f  thé 
kingdom , and aftributes, as lately it has 
been in the habit o f  doing, ail the public 

misfortunes to that Conftitution, it is abioj 
lately impoJjibley but that fome moment muft 
arrive, in which they w ill be enabled to 
pr duce a pretended Reform  and a real R e­
volution. I f  ever the body o f this compound 
Conjlitution o f  ours is fubverted either in 
favor o f  unlimited M onarchy, or o f  wild 
Dem ocracy, that ruin w ill mojl certainly be 
the refult o f  this very fort o f  machinations 
againft the Houfe o f Com m ons. It is not 
from a confidence in the views o f  intentions 
o f  any Statefman that I think he is to be

indulged in thefe perilous amufements.
. \

v
47. Before it is made the great object 

o f  an y  m an’s political life to raiie another 
to  pow er, it is right to confider w h at are 
the real difpoitfions o f  the perfon to be fo 

elevated. W o  are not to form  our ju d g­
m ent Qn thefe difpofitions from  the rules 
and principles o f  a court o f  Juftice, but from 
fchoíé o f  private diicretion ; not looking for
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w h at would ferve to criminate another, 
but w hat is fufficient to diredl ourfelves.—  
B y  acom parifon o f  a feries o f  the difcourfes 
and adtions o f  certain men, for a reafonable 
length o f  time, it is impoiiible not to obtain 
fufficient indication o f  the general tendency 
o f  their views and principles. T here is no 

other rational mode o f  proceeding. It is true, 
that in fome one or tw o, perhaps not w ell 
w ell weighed expreffions, or fome one or 
two unconneited and doubtful affairs, w e 
m ay and ought to judge c f  th^ aâion s or 
words by our previous good or ill opinion 
o f  the man. But this allowance has its 

bounds. It does not extend to a r e g u l a r  
courfe o f fyftematic adlion, or o f  conftant 
and repeated difcourfe. It is againft every 
principle o f common fenfe and o f juftice to 
Onefelf, and to the public, to judge o f  a 
feries o f fpeeches and aitions from the m an, 
and not o f the man from the w hole tenor o f  
his language and conduit. Had Mr. F ox been 
a minifter, and proceeded in that capacity on 
the principles and in the manner in ■ w h ich  
he has ailed during the w hole o f  the la ff

M  Seffion,
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Seííion, I  believe he would be considered as 

the moft criminal ftatefman that ever exiftedi 
in this country. I do not fee w h y  a ftates- 
man out o f  place is not to judged o f  in the 
fame manner, unlefs w e excuie him  by 

pleading in his favor a total indifference to 
moral principle, and that he w ould fpeak 
and a£t in quite a diffèrent w ay, i f  he were 
in office. I have ftated the above matters, 
not as inferring a criminal charge o f  evil in­

tention. i f  I had meant to do fo, perhaps 
th ey -are ftated w ith tolerable exact nefs—  

But Ï have no fuch view . T h e intentions 
oi thefe Gentlemen m ay be very pure. I 
do not difpute it. But I think they are in 
tome great error. I f  thefe things are done 

by M r. Fox: and his friends, w ith  good in­

tentions, th ey  are not done lefs danger- 

ouily  ; ior it ihews thefe good intentions' 
are not under the dire&ion o f  iafe maxims 
and principles.

f , v b'i ' ». ' * - • I
48,, M r. F ox, M r. Sheridan, and the G en­

tlemen w h o call themfelv-es the phalanx, have 

sot been- fo very indulgent to others. T hey

^ ... - ’ * • 2. * iiayc



( 79 )
have thought proper to afcribe'to thofe M em ­
bers o f  the Houfe o f  Commons, who, in exaft 
agreement with the D uke o f  Portland and 
Lord Fitzwilliam , abhor and oppofe the 
French fvftem, the bafeft and mo ft unworthy 
motives for their condudt -,— as i f  none could 
oppofe that atheiftic, immoral, and impolitic 
projeft fet up in France, fo difgracefhl and 
deftruótive, as I conceive, to human nature 
itfelf, but with fome iinifter intentions. T h ey 
treat thofe Members on all occafions w ith  a 
fort o f lordly mfolence, tho’ they are perfons 
that (whatever homage they may pay to the 
eloquence o f  the Gentlemen who choofe to 
look down upon them with fcorn), are not 
their inferiors in any particular which calls 
lor and obtains juft coniideration from the 
public— not their inferiors on knowledge o f  

public law, or o f the Conftitutiofc o f  the' 
kingdom— not their inferiors in their ac­
quaintance with its foreign and domeftic in* 
terefts— not their inferiors in experience or 
practice of bufinefs— not their inferiors in

* •  ft x •

moral character— not their inferiors in the 
proofs they have given o f  zeal and induftry

in
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in the Service o f  their country. W ithout de­
n yin g  to thefe Gentlem en, the refpeft and 
confideration which, it is allowed, ju illy  be­

longs to them, we fee no reafon w h y they 
Should not as w ell be obliged to defer fome- 

thing to our opinions, as that we ihould be 

bound blindly and fervilely to follow thole o f  

M r. F ox, M r. Sheridan, M r. Grey, M r. 
Courtney, M r. Lam b ton, M r. W hitbread, 
M r. Francis, M r. T aylor, and others. W e  

are Members o f  Parliament and their equals. 
W e  never confider ourfelyes as their followers. 
Thefe Gentlemen (fome o f  them hardly born, 
■when fome o f  us came into Parliament) have 

thought proper to treat us as deferters, as i f  
w e had been lifted into their phalanx like 
foldieis, and had fworn to live and die in their 
French principle?. This infolent claim o f  

Superiority on their part, and o f  a fort o f  vaf-' 

falage to them on that o f  other Members, iij 
v/hat no liberal mind w ill fubmit to,

4 9 - T h e  Society o f  the Liberty o f  the Preis, 
the W h ig Club, and the Society for Coniti- 

tutional Information, and (I believe) the

Friends
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Friends o f the People, as -well as Tome Glubs 
in Scotland, have indeed declared, “  That 
“  their confidence in and attachment to M f. 
« F ox, has lately been confirmed, ftrength- 
“  ened, and encreafed by the calumnies (as 

they are called) againil him .” It is-true, 
M r. Fox and his friends have thofe teftimonies 
in their favour, againil certain old friends o f 
the Duke of Portland. Y  et on a full, ferious, 
and I think difpafiionate confederation o f the 

whole o f what M r. Fox and M r. Sheridan 
and their friends have ailed, faid and written, 
in this Seffion, inilead o f doing any thing 
which nYght tend to procure power, or any 
fhare of it whatfoever, to them or to their 
phalanx (as they call it) or to encreafe their 
çredit, influence, or popularity in the nation, 
I think it one o f my moil ferious and impor­
tant public duties, in whatfoever ftation I may 
be placed for the fhort time I have to livè, 
effectually to employ m yb eil endeavours, by 
every prudent and every lawful means, to 
traverfe all their deigns. s I have only tp la­
ment., that m y abilities are not greater, and 

.. . .jtfeat
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that my probability o f  life is not better, for the 
more effectual purfuit o f  that objed . But I 

truil, that neither the principles nor exertions 
w ill die with me. I am the rather confirmed 
in this m y refolution, and in this m y w ifh o f  
franfmitting it, becatife every ray o f  hope 

concerning a poifible control or mitigation o f  
the enormous milchiers which the principles 

©f theic Gentlemen, and which their con­

nections full as dangerous as their principles, 
m ight receive from the influence o f  the D uke 

o f  Portland and Lord F itz  william, on be- 
coming their colleagues in office, is now en-* 
tirely baniihed from the mind o f every one 

livin g.— It is apparent, even to the world at 
large, that fo far from having a power to di- 

red  or to guide M r. F ox, M r. Sheridan, M r. 

Grey-, See. See. & c. in any important-matter, 

they have not, thro’ this Seifion, been able to 
prevail on them to forbear or to delay, or 
mitigate, or foiten any one a d , or any one 
^xpreífion upon fubjeds on which they 
^Æèniially differed.

50. Even
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* 5 ®* Even i f  this hope o f  a poffible con­
trol did exift, yet the declared opinions and 
the uniform line o f conduit conformable to 
thofe opinions, purfued by M r. F o x , rmift 
become a matter o f  ferions alarm i f  he 
ihould obtain a power either at Court or 
in Parliament, or in the nation at large 
and for this plain reafon— He muft be the 
molt active and efficient member in any 
Adminiftration o f  which lie ihall form a 

part. That a man, o rfe to fm e n , are guid­
ed by fuch not dubious, but delivered and 
avowed principles and maxims o f policy as 
to need a w atch and check on them, in the 

i f  o f  the higheft power, ought, in 
m y opinion, to make every man, w ho i- 
not o f  the fame principles, and guided b y  

tue fame maxims, a little cautious how he 
makes h im felf one o f  the traverfers o f  an 
adder, to help fuch a man or fuch a fet o f 
men, to climb up to the higheft authority. 
A  miniiter o f this country is to be con- 
ti oiled by the Houfe of Commons. Ife 
is to be trufted,. not controlled, by his col­
leagues in office ; i f  he were to be control­

led
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led, Governm ent, w hich  ought to be the 
fource o f  order, would itfelf become a fcene 

o f  anarchy. Befides, M r. F o x  is a man 
o f  an afpiring and commanding m ind, made 
rather to control, than to be controlled i 
and he never w ill be, nor can be, in any 
Adm iniftration, in w hich he w ill be guidedO
b y any o f  thofe whom I have been ac- 
cuftomed to confide in. It is abfurd to think 
that he would or could. If his ow n opi­

nions do not control him, nothing can. 
W hen  we confider o f an adherence to a 

man w h ich  leads to his power, we muft 
not only fee what the man is, but how  he 

ftands related. It is not to be forgotten 
that M r. F o x  acts in clofe and infeparable 
connection w ith  another G entlem an o f  
exactly the fame defcription as himfelf, 

and who, perhaps, o f the two is the leader. 
T h e  reft o f the body are not a great deal 
more tradable ; and over them i f  M r. F ox  
and M r. Sheridan have authority, moft af- 

furedly the D uke c f  Portland has not the 
fmalleit decree o f  influence.

5 1 .  One
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51. One muft take care, that a blind par­

tiality to fome perlons, and as blind ail 
hatred to others, may not enter into our 
ininds under a colour o f inflexible public 
principle. W e hear, as a reafon for cling­
ing to Mr. Fox at prefent, that nine years 
ago Mr. Pitt got into power by mifchievous 
intrigues with the Court, with the Diffenters, 
and with other factious people out of Par­
liament, to the difcredit and weakening of 
the power o f the Houfe o f Commons. His 
conduit nine years ago I ftill hold to be very 
culpable. There are, however, many things 
very culpable that I do not know how to 
puniih. M y opinion, on luch matters, I 
muft fubmit to the good of the ftate* as I 
have done on other occaiions ; and particu­
larly with regard to the authors and ma­
nagers of the American war, with whom I 
have acted, both in office and in oppolition, 
with great confidence and cordiality, though 
I thought many of their afts criminal and 
impeachable. W h ilft the milconduct of 
M r. Pitt and his aflbciates was yet recent, 
it was not poilible to get Mr. f o x  of him- 
ie lf to take a tingle ftep, or even to counte-
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nance others in taking any ftep upon the 
ground o f that m ifconduà and falfe policy, 
though if the matters had been then taken up 
and purfued, fucb a ftep could not have ap­

peared fo evidently defperate as now it is.—  
So far irom purfuing M r. Pitt, I know that 
then, and for fome time after, fome o f  M r. 
F o x ’s friends were aihially,. and w ith no 
fm all earneftnefs, looking out to a coalition 
with that gentleman. For years I never 
heard this circum ihnce o f M r. P itt’s mif~ 
conduit on that occaiion mentioned by Air. 
Fox,, either in public or in private, as a 

ground for opposition to that minifter. A Î1 
oppofition, from that period to this very 
Seiiion, has proceeded upon the feparate 
meafures as they ieparately arofe, without 
any vindictive retrofpeil to M r. P itt’ s con- 
d u d  in 1784. M y memory, however, may 

tail me. I mu ft appeal to the printed de­
bates, w hich, (fo far as M r. F ox is con­
cerned) are unufually accurate.

52. W hatever m ight have been in our 
power, at an early period, at this day I fee 
po remedy for what was done in 1784. I

had
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had no great hopes even at the time, I was 
therefore very eager to record a remohftrance 
on the journals o f the Houie o f Communs, 
as a caution againit fuch a popular dehifion 
in times to come ; and this I then feared, 
and now am certain, is all that could be 
done. I know o f no way o f animadverting 
on the Crown. I know no mode o f calling 
to account the Houie o f Lords, who threw 
out the India Bill, in a w ay not much to 
their credit. As little, or rather lefs, am I 
able to coerce the people at large, who be­
haved very unwifely and intemperately on 
that occalion. M r. Pitt was then accuied, 
by me as well as others, o f  attempting to 
be Mitiifter, without enjoying the confi­
dence o f  the Houfe o f Commons, though 
he did enjoy the confidence o f the Crown. 
T h at Houfe o f Commons, whofe confidence 
he did not enjoy, unfortunately did not if- 
fe lf enjoy the confidence, (though we w ell 
deferved it) either o f the Crown or o f  the 
public. For want o f that confidence, the 
then Houfe o f Commons did not fur vive the 
conteft. Since that period M r. Pitt has en-
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joyed the confidence o f  the Crown, and o f 
the Lords, and o f the Houfe o f  Commons, 
through tw o fuccefiive Parliaments ; and I 
fufped that he has ever fince, and that he 
does ftill, enjoy as large a portion, at leaft, 
o f  the confidence o f  the people without 
doors, as his great rival. Before whom , 

tlien, is M r. P+tt to be impeached, and by 

whom  ? T h e  more I confider the matter, 
the more firm ly I am convinced, that the 

idea o f profctibing M r. P itt indirectly, when 
you cannot directly punifh him, is as chimc- 
rical a project, and as unjuftifiable, as it 
would be to have profcribed Lord N orth. 
For fuppoling, that by indirect ways o f  op- 

pofition, by oppofition upon meafures which 
do not relate to the bufiqefs o f  1784, but 

w hich on other grounds m ight prove unpo­
pular, you were to drive him from his feat, 
this would be no example whatever o f  pu- 

mihment for the matters we chargeas of­
fences in 1784. On a cool and difpaifion- 
ate view o f the affairs o f  this time and

country, it appears obvious to me, that one 
or the other o f thofe two great men, that
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is, M r. Pitt or Mr. Fox, mud be Mimfter, 
T h e y  are, I am forry for it, irreconcileable. 
M r. Fox’ s conduit in this SeJJionh.as rendered 
the idea o f his power a matter o f ferious 
alarm to many people, who were very 1ÎN 
tie pleated with the proceedings o f Mr. Pitt 
in the beginning of his adminiftration. T h e y  
like neither the conduct o f Mr. I itt, 111 
1784, nor that o f M r. Fox, in 1793 ; but 

th ey  eftimate, which o f the evils is moil 
prefling at the time, and what is likely to be 
the confequence o f a change. It Mr. Fox: 
be wedded, they mu ft be ienfible, that his 
opinions and principles, on the now exifting 
ftate o f things at home and abroad, muft be 
taken as his portion. In his train muft alib 
be taken the whole body o f gentlemen, who 
are pledged to him and to each other, and 
to their common politics and principles.—

• I believe no King o f Great Britain ever w ill 
adopt for his confidential fervants, that 
body of gentlemen, holding that body o f 
principles. Even i f  the prefent King or his 
fucceflor ihould think fit to take that ftep, 
j. apprehend a general diicontent o£ thofe,
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« h o  wi£h that this nation and that Europe 
ihould continue in their prefent ftate, would 
enfue ; a difcontent, w hich, combined w ith 
the principles and progrefs o f the new men 
in power, would ihake this kingdom to its 
foundations. I do not believe any one po­

litical conjecture can be more certain than 
this.

5 3 * ^  ithout at all defending or palliating 
M r. P itt’ s conduit in i 784, I muft obferve, 
that the crihs o f 1793, with regard to every 
thing at home and abroad, is full as im ­

portant as that o f 1784 ever w as; and, i f  

for no other reafon, by being prefent is 
much more important. It is not to nine 
years ago we are to look for the danger o f M r. 

F ox ’s and M r. Sheridan’s conduct, and that 
o f  the Gentlemen who a£t with them. It 
is at this very time, and in this very feiTion, 
that, i f  they had not been ftrenuoufly re­
fitted, they would not only merelv have dif- 
creciited the Houfe o f Commons (as Mr.
I itt did in 17S4, when he perfuaded the 
K ing to rejeit their advice, and to appeal

from
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ï'rom them to the people), but, in m y opi­
nion, would have been the means o f  w holly 
fubverting the Houfe o f Commons and the 
Houfe of Peers, and the whole Constitution 
a&ual and virtual, together with the fafety 
and independence o f this nation, and o f  the 
peace and Settlement o f every State in the 
now Christian world. It is to our opinion 
o f the nature o f  Jacobinifm, and o f the 
probability by corruption, faction, and force, 
o f its gaining ground every where, that the 
queition w ho and what you are to fupport 
is to be determined. For my part, without 
doubt or heíitation, I look upon Jacobinifm 
as the moû dreadful, and the moft Shame­
ful evil, which ever affli&ed mankind, a 
Sting which goes beyond the powrer o f all 
calculation in its mtfchief ; and that i f  it is 
Suffered to exiit in France, we muSt in 
England, and Speedily too, fall into that 
calamity.

54. 1 figure to. m yfelf the purpofe o f thefc 
Gentlemen accompliihed, and this Ministry 
deStroyed. I fee that the perfoiis who in

that
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that cafe mu il rule, can be no other thail 
M r. Fox, M r. Sheridan, M r. G rey, the 

M arquis o f Lanfdow ne, Lord T iiu rlo w , 
Lord Lauderdale, and the D uke o f N orfolk, 
■with the other Chiefs o f the Friends o f the 

People, the Parliamentary Reformers, and 
the Admirers o f  the French Revolution. 
Fhe principal o f thefe are all formally 
pledged to their p ro jets . I f  the D uke o f 
Portland and Lord Fitzw illiam  ihould b&- 
admitted into that iÿftem  (as they m ight 
and probably would be), it is quite certain 
they could not have the fmalleil w eight in 
it ;  lefs, indeed, than what they now pof- 
fefs, i f  iefs were poifible : becaufe they 
would be lefs wanted than they now are ; 
and becaufe all thofe who wiilicd to join 
them , and to a£t under them , have been re­
jected by the D uke o f Portland and Lord 
Fitzw illiam  themfelves ; and M r. Fox, find­
ing them thus by themfelves difarmed, has 
built quite a new fabric, upon quite a new 
foundation. There is no trifling on this 
fubject. W e  fee very diftinitly before us 
the M iniftry that would be formed, and the

plan
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plan that would be purfued. I f  we like the 
plan, we mu ft wifh the power o f thole who 
are to carry it into execution ; but to pur- 
fue the political exaltation oi thole whofe 
political meafures we difapprove, and whofe 
principles we diffent from, is a fpecies o f 
modern politics not eafily comprehenfible, 

and which muft end in the rnin o f the 
country, i f  it ihould continue and fpread. 

M r. P itt may be the worft o f men, and M r. 
F ox may be the beft ; but, at prefent, the 
former is in the intereft o f his country, and 
o f the order o f things long eftabliihed in 
Europe : M r. Fox is not. I have, for one, 
been born in this order of things, and would 
fain die in it. I am fure it is iufficient to 
make men as virtuous, as happy, and as 
knowing as any thing which M r. Fox, and 
his friends abroad or at home, would fub- 
ftitute in its place ; and I ihould be forry 
that auv let o f politicians ihould obtain 
power in England, whole principles or 
fellemes ihould lead them to countenance 
perfons or fa&ions whofe object is to intro­
duce fome new deviled order o f things into

O England,
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England, or to Support that order where it 
is a l r e a d y  introduced, in F ran ce; a place, 

in w hich i f  it can be fixed, in m y mind, it 

m uft have a certain and decided influence in 
and upon this kingdom. T h is  is m y ac­

count o f m y conduct to m y private friends.
I have already faid all 1 w iih to fay, or 

nearly fo, to the public. I write this w ith  
pain, and w ith  an heart full o f g rief !

E D M U N D  BURKE;.


