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R E A S O N S

A G A I N S T  A

U N I O N ,

1  H E  public mind has been for many weeks 

much agitated, by obfcure and unauthenticated re­

ports, o f  a proje&ed Union, betwen the Legif- 

latures o f  this Country, and o f  England. A t  

laft a Pamphlet has appeared, avowing and 

defending the meafure, which though not official, 

bears a ftrong appearance o f  having come from 

the pen o f  a Peifon, in a high and confidential
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fituation. T h e  uncommon avidity with which 

this Pamphlet was purchafed, is an evident 

proof, o f  the great degree o f  intereft with 

which the Quefiion is eonfidered, by the In­

habitants o f  this City ; even by thofe whofe 

habits o f  Life, are the moil remote from Po­

litical Difquiiitions. A t  fuch a leafon, it is in 

fome meafure the duty o f  every one, to fuggeft 

fuch Thoughts as occur to him, on a fubjeft 

fo momentous and important.

Though the defign o f  thefe Sheets, is to 

eftabliih a Conclufion, dire&ly oppofite to that 

drawn by the W riter  o f  the Pamphlet above 

mentioned ; there are many things in the pro- 

grefs o f  his work, w!ith which I do moft im­

plicitly agree, particularly that it is a Queilion, 

than which none “  could be devifed, more fit 

“  for fober and philofophical argument ; that 

“  the fubjedl ought to be difcuffed with Tem - 

“  per, and that it deferves much Difcuifion.”

T h at there might not advantages arife from 

an Union i f  adopted, which would make it 

highly de fir able, i f  not counterbalanced by 

equal or fuperior difatl vantages, I ihall by no 

means contend ; few  tVanfadlions in the pol.-



tical world are purely beneficial, or purely de­

trimental, it is the part o f  a wife Legiflator, 

to afcertain to which fide the balance ot 

good inclines, and to regulate his conduct 

accordingly.

Before I enter into the expediency o f  the 

nieafure, I ihall fay a few words on its gene­

ral principle, and on general principles I cannot 

but doubt, that the omnipoteucc o f  Parliament 

(as it is fomewhat profanely called) is competent 

for this purpofe. 1 much doubt that the Par­

liament o f  Great Britain, has a right to give 

a deputy from Dublin, a ihare in legiflating 

for the Citizen o f  London, even though the 

Citizen o f  London preferves his former number 

o f  Reprefentatives ; but I much more iliongly 

doubt, that the Parliament o f  Ireland, can con­

fidently with juftice and their duty, deprive a 

great portion o f  their conftituents o f  their elec­

tive Franch’ife, Rejirain the exercife o f  it in 

others, and by admitting a vaft majority o f  

perfons over w hom  they have no controul into 

the Legillature, perhaps render it vjelejs to all.

T h ere is no maxim more eftablifhed in the 

law o f  nature, or more evident to common
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fenfe, than that the Reprefentative can have 

no lawful power to deftroy his Conftituent (for 

from whence could he have derived it,) that 

an attempt o f  the kind is a dereli&ion o f  his 

truft, which the Conftituent immediately ac­

quires a right, to relume into his own hands.

A l l  writers o f  charaiier upon political juris­

prudence, have laid down (and their theory 

has been confirmed by the pra&ice o f  every 

G overnm ent in Europe, Conftantinople not ex ­

cepted,) that there are certain fundamental points 

in every ftate, which the fupreme powrer can­

not lawfully change, without the confent o f  the 

people at large. M any o f  thefe w ill neceifarily 

be different in different countries, according to 

their refpc£tive conflitutions, but it is common 

to all Countries, and to all Conftitutions, that 

neither the form o f  Government, be it what it 

m ay ; nor the perfons o f  the Governors, can 

be changed, without breaking up the eftablifh- 

ment and recurring anew to the people,*

*  S i  tamcn R e x  reipfa etiam tradere Regnum, aut fub- 

' jicere moliatur, quin ei reiiili in hoc poiiit non dubito:

* aliud eft enim ut diximus Imperium, alius habendi M o -  

‘ du?, qui ne muietur obíiare poteft populus/

G k o t i u s  de Jure B e ll i  et Pacis, i ,  4, 10.
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I believe no one w ill be hardy enough to affert, 

that the Parliament o f  this country, would be 

competent to declare, the Houfe of Commons ufe-

U b i un a Ciritas alteri ita conjungitur, ut uni quidem 

, fua Refpublica fedefque mandat, alterius ver© cives, r d i d a

* fua fede, in alicrius civitatis jura fedemque adfciicantur, unam 

quidem penitus perire conJidt% ilia autem quae remanet eauem elle 

f non définit, utut tali acceilione infignia capiat incremental

P u f f e n d o r f f  de Legibus N aturæ  et Centium, 8, 12, 6.

Summa hue redit, niliil agere Regem qui regnum in alium, 

f propria aui iioritatt, transferre aggreditur, nec fubditos ifto a d u  

regis teneii, verum huic non minus populi quam regia 

confenium requiri; nam uti invito Rcge regnum non red e 

Í eripitur, ita nec invito populo alius R e x  obtrudi potefl.’

I b i d , 8, 5, 9 .

T R A N S L A T I O N S .

B ut i f  tlie fupreme power, fhall really attempt to hand 

over the Kingdom , or put it into fu b jed ion  to another, 

I  have no doubt, that in this it may be lawfully refilled. 

F or  as I  have faid before, ic is in that cafe another 

Government, another manner o f  holding it, -which change 

the P e o p le  have a right to oppofe.

G r o t i u s  on the Rights o f  W a r  and Peace. 1, 4, 10,

W h e n  one ilate is fo  united with another, that to one 

its form and feat o f  Government remains, but that the 

Citizens o f  the other, leaving their ow n  refidence, are tranf- 

plantcd into the feat o f  Government, and placed under 

the law s o f  the other State, it is plain that the one i$



c  .

lefs, and that the fupreme power, fhould in fu­

ture, be veiled in the K in g  and the Lords, and

entirely diflblved : but that which remains does not ceaffi

lo be the fame, although by fuch an acceilion, ilie may

have received a fignal increafe.

P u  y  F  e n d  o r  r r  on the Law s oi Nature and î \  at ions, 8 ,  12, 6 .

T h e  whole comes to this, that the fupreme power is 

in a vain purfuit, i f  it endeavours by its own authority 

alone, t© transfer the Government to other hands, and that 

the fu b je d s  are not bound by fuch an A d i  o f  their G o ­

vernors, but that fuch a thing requires not lefs the con- 

fent o f  the people, than o f  the Government; for as the 

Government cannot be law fu l ly  talcen from the Go\erncrs

without  their confent, fo neither without the conient o f

the People, can another Government be obtruded upon

them. I b i d ,  8, 5 » 9 *

I t  is to be noted that throughout the above extracts, 

Rex fignifies not the K ing  folely, but the fupreme power 

o f  the ilate, whatever that may be.

« T h e  Legi ilature cannot tranfer the power o f  making 

4 law s  to any other hands; for it being but a delegated 

‘  power  from the People,  they who have it cannot pais it 

< over to others. T h e  people alone can appoint the form 

‘ o f  the Common wealth, which is by c o n f l i c t i n g  the Le-

• giilature, and appointing in whofe  hands that ihall be; 

« and when the people have faid, w e  w i l l  fubmit and be 

‘ governed by laws made by fuch men; and in fuch terms, 

1 nobody elfe can fay other men ihall  make laws for



it is fcarcely lefs wild to affert, that the Parliament 

o f  this country is competent to declare, that the 

Irifh Nation fhall in future be repreiented, by 

Delegates chofen in the whole, or in part, by the 

county o f  Middlefex, or other counties in Eng-

• them. T h e  power o f  the Legiflature being derived from

* the people, by a poiitive voluntary aót and inilitution,

4 can be no other than what that poiitive a(fl conveyed,

1 which being only to make Lazust and not to make Legif- 

4 lators, the Legiilative can have no power to transfer their

* authority o f  making laws, and place it in other hands.

L o c k e  on Government, 2, n ,  14W

• Governments are diilolved from within, when the Le-

• giilative is altered.— T h e  conftitution o f  the Legiilative, is

• the fir ft and fundamental adt o f  Society, whereby provi- 

4 iion is made f o r  the continuance o f  the Union, under

• the direction o f  perfons authorifed thereto, without  which 

4 no one man or number o f  men amongft them, can have 

4 authority o f  making laws, which  ihal l  be binding to the

* reft. W h e n  any one or more ihall take upon them to

* make law s ,  w h o m  the people have not appointed fo to

* do, they make laws without authority, which the peo- 

‘ pie are not therefore bound to obey; b y  which means

• they come again to be out o f  fubje<5tion, and may con- 

4 ftitute to themfelves a new Legiflative as they think beft, 

4 being in full  l iberty to refill the force o f  thofe, who 

4 without authority, woulH iiiipofe any thing on them.5>

I b i d , 2, 19, 212.
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land. N o  doubt the People may confent to the 

alteration, i f  they think proper, and may as well 

treat o f  it by delegation as otherwife, but the de­

legation for that purpofe mufl be exprefs, and can­

not be included in any general or ordinary powers*

I f  w e once fuffer the fundamental laws to be 

trampled on, from motives o f  expediency, w e  

have from that hour, eftablifhed an arbitrary go-
»

vernment, w h ich  is equally incompatible with 

freedom, whether the power be lodged in one 

hand, or in one thoufand what fecurity fhall we 

then have, that the majority o f  the Parliament 

o f  Great Britain, or whatioever other name the 

Union may bear, w ill not fay, “  Thefe Iriihmen 

tc are refradlory, are troublefome, w e  w ill leiTen 

“  their number, or, we w ill totally exclude them» 

“  It is e x p e d i e n t ’T is  true this would be a breach 

o f  faith, but would it be more fo than the conduét 

o f  the Delegate, w ho deputed to proteft the pri­

vileges o f  his Conftituents, annihilates them, and 

thus employs the power with which he has been 

entrufted, to the deftrudlion o f  thofe w ho gave it.

T h e  author o f  the pamphlet to which I have 

alluded, feems to have been aware o f  this argu­

ment, and has thus endeavoured to guardagainft it;



cc If, lays he, this argument had any real weights 

cc we could never have obtained the Reformation, 

“  and the eftablifhment o f  Proteftanifm : we could ’ 

cc never have procured the Revolution, and have 

“  changed the line o f  hereditary fucceffion to the 

“  throne : the Union o f  Scotland and England 

“  could not have been entertained.”

I fhall examine thefe three infiances, one by 

one, and hope to prove that they do not in the 

leaft impugn (however they may fupport) the doc­

trine I wilh to eftabliih.

T h e  firft legiflative flep towards the Reforma­

tion in thefe countries was soth H en . g, (1534 ) 

at which time it had made coniiderable progrefs 

among the people, this was afterwards follow ed 

at intervals, by other gradual and moderate advan­

ces, but fo far were thefe from being in oppofiti- 

on to the general fentiment, that as foon as the na­

tion was freed from the very  ftrong* coercion, it 

laboured under during the reign o f  Henry, it 

feized the opportunity o f  the minority o f  his fuc- 

ceflfor, to etfablifh the Reformation, in as great 

extent, as in any part o f  Germany, and fo rooted 

was it in the minds o f  the people, that upwards
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o f  five years o f  unrelenting and unremitted perfe-> 

cution, were inefficient to eradicate it, or even to 

prevent its growth, and we find at the acceffion 

o f  Elizabeth, it was publicly profeifed, by almoft 

the whole nation : at that time the rights o f  King, 

o f  Parliament, and o f  people were very il] under- 

flood indeed, and it was not to be expefled, that 

the people would oppofe a meafure o f  which they 

approved, merely from a Punflilio o f  its having 

been palled irregularly, or by an incompetent au­

thority.

T h e  fécond inflance is the Revolution.— H o w  

was that brought about ? b y  an a fl o f  the legifla- 

ture ? N o  : but by the immediate agency o f  the 

people. A  Convention, formed from themfelves, 

without any o f  the forms direfled by the particu­

lar law  o f  the country, declared, “  T h at K in g  

cc James the Second having endeavoured to lub- 

“  vert the conftitution o f  the kingdom, by break- 

“  ing the original contrafl betw ixt K in g  and Peo- 

“  pie, and having, b y  the advice o f  Jefuits and 

“  other wicked perfons, violated the fundamental 

“  Laws, and withdrawn him felf out o f  the king-

dom, has abdicated the government, and the

Throne is thereby vacant.”  T his was inftantly
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*nd univerfally fubmitted to, and not only has 

continued to be fo, to this day, but is at prefent 

the b ead  and glory o f  the nation. Does this 

militate agaiuft my argument, or i f  I was to 

fearch the Hiftory o f  the W orld , could I find a 

ft ronger example in fupport o f  it ; and does not 

the principle o f  it apply equally to the whole legis­

lature as to the King iliould they tbe guilty o f  the 

fame crime.

A t  the time the Union was under debate in 

Scotland, the very fame argument that I have 

adduced o f  the incompetence o f  Parliament, to 

furrender the Independence o f  their Country, was 

vehemently urged by the oppofers o f  the meafure, 

and how was it anfwered ? not by denying its va­

lidity, not b y  queftioning its principle, but b y  

fliewing that to treat o f  the U nion o f  the tw o  

countries was one o f  the caufes for aflembling the 

Parliament, mentioned in the Proclamation which 

fummoned it to meet, confequently that the mem­

bers o f  it, wrere Delegates for that exprefs purpofe ; 

fo that from this inftance, not only no inference 

can be drawn againil my pofition, but whatever 

w eigh t the authority o f  the Minifters o f  that day 

p a y  have (w ho thought it neceffary to infert fuch



claufe in the Proclamation) is decidedly in my 
favour. '

But perhaps though the meafure may not be 

itriétly regular, and legal, the expediency o f  it 

n a y  tempt us to negleû  all forms, and adopt it. 

I  ihall now examine it in that point o f  v iew .

T h at there would probably be a confiderable 

influx o f  Britiih capital, on our Southern and South 

weftern íhores, I do readily admit, that the con- 

fequence o f  it, would probably be, the ercéHon 

o f  new manufaólures, and the local increafe o f  

wealth, civilization and natural improvement.—  

T h a t this wTould be highly beneficial to the nation 

is not to be difputed, nor do I mean to detraél 

from its benefits, which w’ould be fufticient at once 

to determine us on adopting the meafure, wece 

they not more than counterbalanced, by other 

confiderations o f  fuperior moment.

From  the day o f  the Union being agreed on, 

w e  may date the deftru&ion o f  the Conftitution, 

not only o f  Ireland but o f  England alfo. It is 

not many years fince the Houfe o f  Commons o f  

England refolved, cc T h at the influence o f  the 

<c Crown had increafed, was increaiing, and ought 

cc to be dimim ihcd.”  A n y  iteps that may have
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been taken fince, to accomplifh the obje£l o f  that 

Refolution, I believe have not been very efteólual, 

but by this meafure, a new acceflioa o f  ftrengtk, 

muft be thrown into the hands o f  the Minifter. 

It needs no argument to prove, that men removed 

from the eye o f  their Conftituents, beyond the 

reach o f  the voice o f  their praiic or cenfure, far 

from their homes, immerfed in the pleafures o f  a 

diffolute and expenfive capital, muft be in an 

high degree expofed to temptation ; and I fear the 

race o f  the Fabricii and Dentati is nearly extinót 

among us. Similar confequences were foretold 

by the oppofers o f  the Union between Scotland 

and England, and I believe the event has fully ve­

rified their prediction \ and.now fo indifferent are 

the people o f  Scotland become about their fhare 

o f  the Reprefentation, that through the whole o f  

the Northern part o f  the united kingdom, there 

was not a fingle contefted eleélion for the prefent 

Parliament, nor even an atempt at oppofition to 

the minifterial Candidate ; except in a fingle in- 

ftancc by General Maitland, and that feemed more 

defigned for an opportunity o f  publifhing an angry 

advertifement than for any other purpofe, and it 

went no farther.

But obie&ionable as this meafure is, as it re- 

gards the Commons, it becomes tenfold worfe, i f



w e confider the efieft it would have upon the 

Lords. A s  there is no probability that the whole 

houfe would be traufplanted into England. I fhall 

affiime it as certain, that the Peerage o f  Ireland 

would be reprefented by a delegation. A b o v e  

two-fifths o f  the Peerage o f  Ireland, is compofed 

o f  perpetual Abfentees, the majority o f  whom, 

have not the fmalleft interefl; in this country, ei­

ther from property, or connexion, thefe from 

/heir continual refidence near, and intercourfe 

w ith the Minifter, will be the moft likely to ob­

tain his favour and patronage ; and as w e have no 

reafon to doubt, that a minifterial lift would be 

received at an Eledion here w ith  the fame refpeót 

that it is in Scotland, the reprefentatives o f  our 

Peerage, would probably in a few years be com­

plete ftrangers* perfons who only knew the coun­

try in the map. T his is a feature which very 

flrongly diftinguifhes the iituation o f  this country 

at prefent, from that o f  Scotland at the time o f  

the Union. A ll  the Peers o f  Scotland who wrere 

capable of being elefted, were natives o f  Scot­

land, attached to it by the ftrong bands o f  natural 

affection and o f  interefl. T h e  Peerage o f  Scot­

land had not been profufely conferred as an inferior
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dignity, upon perfons totally unconne&ed with the 

country.

Though the confequence o f  a Union might be 

an influx o f  wealth, through one channel, into the 

kingdom, it would flow out again through many; 

it can fCarcely be doubted, that its completion 

Would be immediately followed, by the emigra­

tion, not only o f  thofe whofe duty in Parliament 

required their attendance, of thofe, who either 

through powerful connections, or confidence in 

their own abilities, fought preferment in anyfhape, 

but alfo o f  a large proportion o f  thofe, whofe af­

fluent fortunes enabled them to confult only their 

pleafure in their place o f  refidence, and the rents 

o f  all thefc would neceffarily be drawn out o f  the 

kingdom. I f  the number o f  her Abfentees has 

always been confidered as the bane o f  Ireland, 

furely that meafure cannot be beneficial to her, 

which tends to increafe them. But detrimental as 

it appears confidered in this point o f  v iew , in a- 

nother it is ftill more deftrudlive, when Democracy 

is making fuch rapid Arides, furely it cannot be 

prudent, to withdraw thofe who from their rank 

are moil interefted, and from their influence molt 

able to oppofe it. I f  the country is dripped o f  

men o f  opulence, and liberal education, i f  it is



left to the uninformed country gentleman, the ma­

nufacturer, and farmer, the lawyer, and the mer­

chant, it requires not the gift o f  prophecy to fore­

fee, that the Arifiocracy and Monarchy are loft. 

Then may we exclaim with Pantheus,

Fuimus Troes, fuit Ilium, et ingens 

G loria  Teucrorum : ferus umnia Jupiter Ar£d*

Tranftulit,

I have already admitted that it is probable 

that a part o f  the kingdom might be improved 

b y  the Union, but at the fame time, another 

and a much greater part, would be devoted to 

inevitable deflruótion. T h e  effects it would have 

in this capital are really m elancholy to reflect 

on. T h e  large fums o f  money that have been 

expended on buildings in this C ity— the exten- 

iive fpeculations in the Canals leading to it —  

the high prices that have been given either 

b y  purchafe or b y  rent for Land in its v ic i­

nity, fo much exceeding its natural value— -the 

loans that have been advanced on the fecurity 

o f  thefe buildings, and this land muft, when 

they are depreciated, as w ill  inevitably be the cale, * 

involve numerous families in utter ruin, nor will 

they have even the poor confolation ( i f  it is any) 

to refleét, that they have been ruined b y  their own
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indifcretion, for furely i f  there was any thing fhort 

o f  an exprefs declaration, that could juflly give 

them confidence in the permanence of the prefent 

fyftem, it would be the reflexion, that in the midft 

o f  an expenfive W ar, immenfe fums had been 

levied from the People, for the purpofe o f  build­

ing at home a magnificent Edifice for the reception 

o f  their Reprefenlatives, which is not yet entirely 

completed. I know not whether Statefmen may 

not efteem it jufiifiable to deprive, fuppofe one 

thoufand Perfons o f  Advantages they at prefent 

enjoy, in order by that means to confer equal A d ­

vantages upon double the Number, but juilifiable 

or not, I am fure it is impolitic ; it leffens the v a ­

lue not only o f  the things immediately in queilion, 

but o f  every other Poffeifion in the Community—  

for example, w e are told that though Dublin w ill 

fuffer fome Lofs, by the abdu&ion o f  the Parlia­

ment, other Parts o f  the Kingdom  will gain, and 

that the Injury to Dublin will be but fmall, as 

“  it muft ft ill be the Refidence o f  the V iceroy and 

“  his Court, that Sciences, Arts and Amufements 

“  may be cultivated in proportion, as there w ill  

“  be lefs attention to Politics : that it w ill be the 

,c Seat o f  Juftice, which w ill be adminiftered as 

“  at prefent ; the C h ief Seat o f  Revenue, and

D



<f the Head Quarters o f  the Arm y — But what 

Security have w e, that in a few Years when Cork 

or fome o f  the Southern Cities has ouftripped her 

(as muft inevitably be the Confequence o f  this 

Meafure taking Place) that it may not be thought 

expedient to remove the Seats o f  Government and 

o f  Juftice to the more opulent and flourifhing 

C ity— ?tis true there may be compacts and en­

gagements, but the M agic Talifman Expediency 

w ill aiifolve them all,

mille adde Catenas

Effueiet ramen hæ c fceleratus vincula Proteus.a

I f  this was to take place, fituated as Dublin is, 

in the middle o f  the Channel, remote from either 

Sea, how foon would it dwindle into a fiihing 

T o w n .

Eefides the injury that permanent property in 

this c ity  and its vicinity would fuftain, there is 

another evil perhaps not lefs deplorable, which 

though only temporary w ill be more immediate.-^- 

A  large proportion o f  the working inhabitants o f  

this city, earn their daily fuftenance b y  miniilring 

to the luxury o f  the rich— if  the rich abandon the 

city, in any great degree, numbers o f  thefe muft 

be thrown out o f  employment, many o f  them in­



capable o f  reforting to any other means for a live­

lihood— on this fubjeél I fhall not enlarge, I have 

pointed out the evil, I know not where to find the 

remedy.

W e  are likewife told, that “  the fame argu- 

“  ment was ufed moil powerfully at the time 

« o f  the Scotch Union, with regard to Edinburgh 

“ ■ the defertion o f  that capital was predióled, the 

“  bankruptcy o f  its ihopkeepers, the ruin o f  its 

cc proprietors was foretold, and infilled upon ; yet 

“  notwithilanding the Union, and the prophecy,

,£ Edinburgh fo far from decaying has flourifhed 

“  more fince the Union, than it had done before” . 

It is true Edinburgh remains a great city, as 

great as it was one hundred years ago, it has hap­

pened not to have been thought expedient to re­

m ove the feat o f  the provincial Government from 

it, it has therefore not declined, but look at the 

improvements o f  other parts of Scotland fince 

1707, and fee if1, the improvement o f  Edinburgh 

and its vicinity has kept pace with them. Com ­

pare the improvements o f  Ireland and o f  Scotland 

-in the above period, how much the former has 

been outilripped by the latter ; but compare Dub­

lin with Edinburgh and in the fame time, the in-
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creafc o f  the former w ill be found to have been 

fourfold o f  that o f  the latter.

T h e  improvements o f  both Scotland and Ire­

land in the prefent century, have been aftonifh- 

ing, but Edinburgh, amid the general advance­

ment o f  its country, has remained nearly ftation- 

ary, becaufe it has ceafed to be the capital, while 

011 the contrary there has been no flep made to 

profperity b y  Ireland, in which Dublin did not 

participate at leaft its full ihare.

One o f  the leading arguments o f  the fupporters 

o f  this meafure, is the example o f  Scotland, in 

confenting to a Union, and the increafed degree 

o f  profperity, that ihe fince enjoyed. That Scot­

land has iacreafed in profperity and affluence fince 

the year 1707, is indifputable, but that the Union 

was the foie caule, may I think without any e x ­

traordinary degree o f  fcepticifm be doubted—  

other nations, fince that period, have improved, 

perhaps with equal rapidity— previous to the 

Union, there was a firong fpirit o f  enterprize* 

and trade exifting through the nation ; for the un­

fortunate Darien Company, there was fubferibed 

in a few days 400,c o o l, fterling, all the money oi 

refidents in Scotland. I f  the Union had never



taken place, this commercial fpirit would Hill 

have remained, and would probably have found 

opportunities equally advantageous, and have been 

equally fuccefsful. B y  the Union Scotland was 

deprived o f  a very advantageous tiaclc \\ lth 

France, from the lois of which St. Andrews, and 

other towns on the eaftcrn coaft, are to this day 

nearly in ruins.

But the relative fituations o f  England and 

Scotland, at the time o f  the Union, and of Great 

Britain and Ireland, at prefent are fo effentially 

different, both in refpeit o f  natural pofition and 

o f  accidental circumftances, that no argument can 

be drawn from the conduit o f  the one, to influ? 

ence that o f  the other.— Separated as England and 

Scotland were from the reft o f  the world, and 

divided from each other only.by an arbitrary and 

artificial boundary, they feemed to have been 

marked out by the hand ot nature for one and the 

fame K ingdom , though attachment to their re- 

fpedlive royal lines, long kept them feparate, this 

appeared fo evident that before they were a fé­

cond year under the dominion o f  the fame Prince, 

the Parliaments o f  the tw o  countries let on foot 

a treaty for a Union— Commiffioners were ap­

pointed to negotiate, but unfortunately the terms



w e r e  not agreed on. Thediftraóted ftateof England, 

for nearly the next fixty years, and the violent 

animofities o f  the different parties, left little lei- 

fure to attend to a fubjedt that required much 

coolnefs and deliberation. During the greater 

part o f  the reign o f  Charles II. and the whole o f  

the fubfequent reign o f  James II. Scotland was 

nearly as much diilurbed by religious commo­

tions, but on almoft the firft moment o f  quiet, the 

fubjeft was revived (I. o f  Anne) and at laft in a 

very  few years happily accomplifhed— on the 

contrary, nature has placed Ireland at a diftance 

from Great Britain, has herfelf put a boundary be­

tween them determined and unalterable, and the 

nations have preferved their prefent form o f  alli­

ance through fix hundred years.of w ar and peace, 

without an effort or a thought o f  alteration, be­

yond an idle rumour, unlefs a propofition to that 

purport in Parliament, is (which G od  avert) now 

ieriouily in contemplation.

In addition to the never ceafing arguments, af­

forded by the natural fituation o f  the tw o coun­

tries, particular circumftances, at the time the 

Union between England and Scotland was con­

cluded, called imperioufly for the meaiure— from
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a variety o f  unkindnclics and provocations on both 

fidcs, there feemed to be no alternative except 

complete Union or open war. T  he Scots had em­

barked a few years before, with great eagernefs 

in a project o f  eitablifhing a Colony on the Ifth- 

mus o f  Darien, by the nlifcarriage o f  which, not 

only the nation fuffered great lofs in point o f  

wealth, but very many o f  the principal iamiliès 

had to mourn for a relative to whom the expedi­

tion proved fatal, this was the fource o f  confidera- 

ble animofity againft England, to whofe intrigues 

and oppofition, the failure o f  the undertaking was 

principally attributed— mutual jealoufies like wife 

prevailed relative to their different privilege* in 

trade : however the advantages o f  a Union w'ere 

fo apparent to all men, as the moft lik e ly  means 

o f  reconciling all differences, that in the Firft o f  

Anne, Commiffioners were appointed to prepare a 

treaty, who how ever feparated without coming 

to any c o n c l u f i o n .  O n the breaking up o f  this 

négociation, the tw o countries became in a ilate 

little ihort o f  open hoftilities.— T h e  Scotch Par­

liament not only refilled to fettle the Succeffion to 

the Crown, in the fame manner that it was in 

England, but paffed an A & , that on the death 01 

Queen Anne, i f  a treaty fhould not have been pre*



viouily concluded, the Parliament fhould proceed 

to appoint a fucceffor, different from him who fuc- 

ceeded to the Crown o f  England, and when Lord 

Marchmont the Chancellor, on a fubfequent day, 

m oved for the fettlement o f  the Crown on the 

Houfe o f  Hanover, (on which the Englifh Crown 

had been before fettled) it was not only rejefted, 

but it was vehemently demanded by many that 

the m over ihould be fent to prilon, and it was 

actually refolved by a large majority that the mo* 

tion ihould be expunged from the Journals.

N o r  did the Parliament o f  England yield to 

them in violence— it paffed an A i t  that until the 

Succeflion in Scotland was fettled as in England, 

the Scotch Ihould be confidered as Aliens— that 

trade between the tw o Countries fhould be prohi- 

■ bited in a variety o f  Articles, &e. &c. and it was 

originally part o f  the fame A ft ,  and paffed the 

Committee o f  the whole Houfe o f  Commons, 

though it was thrown out on the Report, that the 

Freeholders o f  the fix northern Counties ihould 

be required to arm : T h e  Lords like wife addreffed 

the Queen, to defire that fhe would give orders 

to her Adm iral, to feize all Scotch veffels trading 

to France, and that fhe would have Newcaftle 

and other fortrefl'es put in a ftate o f  defence. It
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would be an abufc o f  time, to offer any argument 

to fhew, that there is no limilarity between the 

relative iituations o f  Great Eritain and Ireland at 

prelent, and o f  England and Scotland at that 
period.

“  A  Union, it is faid, may be compared to a 

“  partnerihip in trade. I f  a Merchant finds that 

"  from circumilances o f  fituation, want o f  credit,

or capital, he cannot carry on his bufinefs alone 

“  with advantage, w ill he not be wife to unite 

“  himfelf, i f  poilible, to an exteniive and weal- 

“  thy ferme, and to become a iharer, in propor- 

“  tion to his contribution o f  induftry and capital, 

“  in the fecure profits o f  an eflablilhed houfe.”  

Perhaps a Merchant would not think it wife to 

engage his capital in an eftablifhed houfe, i f  b y  

fo doing, he w as to put it for ever from under his 

own controul, and thereby be prevented in future, 

from availing him felf o f  his own caution or fpe- 

culation, but could he deem the junftion any thing 

but madnefs, i f  he knew the eftablifhed houfe, 

notwithftanding its apparent affluence, and exten- 

five dealing, to be immerfed in debt, and had 

h im felf no means o f  judging o f  its refources.

E
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W e  are told that on account o f  the incieafed 

pow er o f  France, “  fo ought the ftrength o f the 

*  Britiih empire to be augmented,”  I admit it, 

but howr w ill the incorporarion o f  the two N a­

tions have that effed ? Has the Parliament o f  Ire­

land ever refufed, ever hefitated to contribute its 

full íhare to the general fervice o f  the empire—  

but by being a fcparate Kingdom  w e are more 

open to French intrigue? A n d  has Ireland been 

the only part o f  the Britiih dominions, into which 

French cmiffaries have found their wray has 

England, has Scotland been totally free from 

them ? W h a t  were the Bond’s and the Sheares’s 

o f  this Country, but the difciple* o f  the Hardy’s 

and T h e lw a ll ’s o f  London, o f  the M uir’s and 

Margarot’s o f  Edinburgh ? ’tis true, taught by the 

dangers and the puniihment o f  their mailers, they 

a d e d  with more caution, and from thence became 

more formidable— and is it reafonable to fuppofe 

that the vigilance o f  Adminiftration in difcover- 

iog, or its energy in fupprefling the late Confpi- 

racy, would h ave  been increafed by the feat o f  

Government being rem oved to a diftance o f  four 

hundred Miles.

A gain , “  it is notorious, it is faid, that before 

« the Union Scotland had always a connexion and



“  alliance with France, which fince the Union 

“  has totally vaniíhed ? Her feelings, condutt 

** and policy, have fince that period, been en- 

“  tirely Britifh.”  This I acknowledge would be 

a ilrong argument, were it fupported by the fail, 

but it is only neceffary to refer to hiflory to be 

convinced o f  its untruth. A  ftrong party remain­

ed in Scotland, attached to the Pretender, long 

after he had been forgotten in the other parts o f  

the Britifh empire. W h ere  did the Rebellion in 

favour o f  the Pretender break out in 17x5? where 

did he himfelf land in 17+5, a generation after 

the Union, in Scotland ? and why was it there ? 

becaufe in Scotland, in united Scotland, his parti- 

zans were moil numerous and powerful, while on 

on the contrary, Ireland not only remained per­

fectly quiet, but fignalized herfclf at leait b y  pro- 

feffions o f  zeal, in defence o f  the eftablifhed G o ­

vernment.

T h e  Author to whom  I have fo often referred 

fpeakiug o f  the evils attending a divifion o f  power, 

goes on to fay “  Franklin and W afhington, the 

“  founders o f  the American empire, had not cou- 

“  rage in their firft proje£l o f  a Conilitution for 

‘ f the American States, to exclude this radical
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« evil, but left cach State independent.— So foon 

as the preifure o f  neceffity, w hich had confe­

derated the States, ceafed in confequence o f  

peace, the fault o f  fuch a Conftitution became 

cc evident : it was clear to men o f  common capa- 

cc city, that an empire confifting o f  thirteen inde- 

cc pendent focieties, without one common impe­

rial controul, would foon divide into thirteen 

independent empires. T o  obviate this necef- 

cc fary, though poffibly diftant confequence, the 

wifdom o f  the Americans projected a new Con- 

ce ftitution, in which this original vice was reme- 

cc died. T h e  feparate Independence o f  each State 

“  was wifely relinquifhed, a general Legiflative 

and a general Executive were formed for the 

<c Government o f  the Union in every imperial con* 

*c cerriy and each refpe&ive St^te was confined to 

“  local and municipal objeiis,”  but does this ap­

p ly  ? the Union betw een Great Britain and Ire­

land, w ill embrace not only imperial Concerns, but 

the moil trifling local and municipal Object ?—  

W h a t  would Franklin and W afhington have 

thought o f  a plan o f  Conftitution, by w’hich the 

fupreme Pow er w as to fit in Philadelphia, and to 

legiflate for all America, from Bofton to Charlef- 

town, in every petty and private Regulation ?



W hat could be expefted from fuch a Syftem, but 

that it would immediately fall to pieces from its 

own unwieldy bulk. Even under her prefent ar­

rangement America appears to many o f  her Po­

liticians, to be too large for a fingle State, and a 

plan has been long in contemplation o f  dividing 

her into northern and fouthern States.

It is acknowledged that this meafure would be 

peculiarly detrimental to the Bar, but at the fame 

time it is contended, that this very detriment will 

operate to the general benefit o f  the Couutry? 

W e re  the Bar alone concerned, 1 ihould leave 

them to defend themfelves, 1 fhould not prefume 

to be their A dvocate, but I think the general in- 

tereft o f  the Country, is deeply involved in the 

Fate o f  their Profeilion. “  It is a general habit 

“  o f  the Gentlemen o f  Ireland to educate their 

“  fons at the Tem ple,”  and it is to that habit, to 

the liberal education that muft precede, and to 

the knowledge o f  the W o rld , that muft be the 

confequence, o f  fuch an introdudion into Life 

that the Gentlemen o f  Ireland ow e their acknow­

ledged Superiority, when confidcred as a O afs, 

over thoi'e o f  equal Rank in the Siller Countries. 

W h en ce has this habit arifen? From the Bar hav­



ing been confidered, for many years as the moil 

open and certain road to preferment o f  almoft 

every kind.— I f  the Law yer was to be confined to 

his mere technical bufinefs, few  Gentlemen of con- 

fequence and property, would educate their chil­

dren for that profeffion, it would o f  courfe decline 

in refpe&ability, in a little time it would get into 

meaner hands, on the mifchief o f  which to the 

Community I need not expatiate. It is a. maxim 

as old at leaft as Tacitus, that,

Sublati» fiudiorum pretiis, etiam fiudia peritura.

tc Land in England during times o f  peace, is fold 

“  from thirty to forty years purchafe, in Ireland the 

“  price o f  land feldom exceeds tw enty years pur- 

“  chafe. T h e  continual infurreftions in different 

** parts o f  the Country, o f  W h ite  Boys, O ak 

tc Boys, R ight Boys, Defenders and United Irifh- 

“  men, have made refidence unfafe, and dimi- 

“  niihed the certainty o f  rents and the value o f  

“  tenure,”  Is this a fair or candid ftatement— hag 

it been forgotten, that legal intereft in this Coun­

try is fix per Cent, and that in England it is only 

five— that twenty years purchafe for land in Ire­

land, falls ihort in income o f  what can be legally 

made o f  money by lending, nearly in the fame 

proportion that twenty-five does in England— and 

and it is notorious that in England for the laft fe-
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ven years, notwithftanding the abfence o f the long 

Catalogue o f W hite  Boys, &c. Lands have rarely 

exceeded the lait mentioned Price.

“  Ireland, independent Ireland, has at this 

“  moment its commerce in all parts o f  the 

“  W'orld, prote&ed without expence, b y  the 

<c Britifh N a v y — her fupplies for the year, aie 

« chiefly raifed by the Britifh Minifter in Eng- 

“  land, on the faith o f  the Britiih Parliament—

“  her country is protected from domeftic and 

*c foreign enemies, b y  Forty Thoufand Britifh. 

“  Troops, at the expence to Great Britain o f  

« Seven Hundred Thoufand Pound* a year.”  

A l l  this is true: but let it not be forgotten, 

that the Britifh. N a vy  is manned in a great 

proportion, b y  the natives o f  Ireland : that Ire­

land was, for a feries o f  years maintaining on 

her eftablifhment, T w e lv e  Thoufand and after- 

afterwards Fifteen Thoufand M en, w h o were 

difperfcd over the G lobe, fighting the battles 

o f  Great Britain. It was the almoft defence- 

fefs ftate, in which this Ifland was left in the 

middle o f  a war, notwithftanding the numerous 

army in her pay, that wa* the proximate caufe 

o f  em bodying the Volunteers, whofe ferviccs 

■were afterwards fo iignally bénéficiai to their

country.



T h e re  is an argument which has been often 
urged with juilice and fuccefs, in oppofition to 
the two great que ft ions, which have agitated 
this Country for fome years, and which applies 
at leaft with equal force to the prefent propo­
rtion , v iz . our Country has been in an uni­
formly progreilivc ftate o f  improvement, for 
many years ; can it be wife or prudent, to 
rifque our prefent profperity, in purfuit o f  an 
ideal advantage, particularly when a large ma­
jority o f  the people are adverfe to the expe­
riment.

I  have not overlooked, in the pamphlet above 
mentioned, the threats o f  England breaking her 
compact, in refpeit o f  the Linen Manufa&ure, 
and o f  her fupporting the Catholics here as a 
means o f  maintaining her own Proteftant efta- 
bliihmcnt ; the fneer at the Clergy, the re­
flection on the Volunteers, and many other things 
oi the fame ftamp, which were I writing an 
exprefs anfwer to it, might call for fome animad- 
verfions, but with thefe and fuch like, I have 
nothing to do, my purpofe being only to argue.

Î have now  endeavoured to imprefs upon 
m y Countrymen, the conviction I feel in my 
ow n mind o f  the im policy o f  this meafure, in 
fo doing, it wras my w ifh  to difcuis the queilion, 
with temper and moderation, to avoid all ex ­
traneous matter, and to give offence to none, 
in this at leaft I hope I have fucceedcd. v

F I n  i s.
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