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REASONS

AGAINST A

U N I O N,

THE public mind has been for many weeks
much agitated, by obfcure and unauthenticated re-
ports, of a proje@ted Union, betwen the Legif-

latures of this. Country, and of England. At .

laft a Pamphlet has appeared, avowing and

defending the meafure, which though not official,

bears a ftrong appearance of having come from

the pen of a Perfon, in a high and confidential
Ty A caat i



fituation. The uncommon avidity with which
this Pamphlet was purchafed is an evident
proof, of the great degree of intere{’c"'with
which the Queflion is confidered, by  the In-
habitants of this City; even by thofe whofe
habits of Life, are the moft remote from Po-
litical Difquifitions. At fuch a feafon, it is 1n
fome meafure the duty of every one, to fuggeft
fuch Thoughts as occur to him, _on a fubje&

fo momentous and rmportant

_Though the defign of thele Sheets, is to
eftablith a Conclufion, direély oppofite to that
drawn by the Writer of the Pamphlet above
mentioned ; -there are -many things in the pro-
orefs of his work, with which I do moft im-
plicitly agree, particularly that it is a Queftion,
than which none “ could be devifed, more fit
« for fober and phllofophlcal argument ; that
¢. the fubje& ought to be d1fc,uiTed with Tem-
“ pery and that it defervcs much lecufﬁon

That ‘there tmght not adVantages arife from
an-Unfion  if zrdoptet! which ‘wotld make it
h?‘ghly aeﬁraﬁe if mot ccnm‘ter'ba'[anéed by
equal or fupenor dffaﬂvfﬁmé‘gcs I fhall by no

“means contend ; few franfadtions in thc poli-
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tru:qenta], it is the part of a W1fe Leglﬂator
to afcertam to whlch ﬁde the balance of

good mclmes, and to. rcgulate his condu&

accordlpgly,

Bcfo-re I énter into the expedieney of the
meafure, I fhall fay a few words on its gene-
xal pr1nc1pIe, and on general principles I cannot
but doubt tﬁlat the ommpoteucc of ‘Parliament
(as i it is fomewhat profancly called) is' competent
for this purpofe. 1 much doubt' that the Par-

liament of Great Britain, has a right to give

a deputy from Dublin, a fhare legiflating

for the Citizen of London, even 1hough the
Citizen of London prcfewes his former number
of Reprefentatives’; bat.I much more flrongly
doubt‘ that the Parliament of Ireland, can con-
ﬁﬂem’ly with Juﬂ;lce and their dut}, df,plnc a

great portion of then conftituents of their elec-

tive Franchlfe, Rqﬂram the exercile of lt in
others, arid by admitting 2 valt majority of
perfons over ‘whom they have no controul into
the Legiflature, perhaps render it ufelefs to all.

_There is no maxim more. eltablithed in the
law “of nature, or more evident to common
‘ L B 2
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fenfe, than that the Reprefentative can have.
no lawful power to deftroy his Conﬁltueng (for
from whence could he bave derived it,) tbat
an attempt of the kind is a derchal_o,n of h;q
truft, which the Conftituent immediately ac-
quires a right, to refume into his own hands.

All writers of charaler upon political jurif-
prudence, have laid down (and their theory
has been confirmed by the praitice of every
Government in Europe, Conftantinople not ex-
cepted,) that there are certain fundamental points
in every ftate, which the fupreme power can-
not lawfully change, without the confent of the
people at large. Many of thefe will neceffarily
be different in different countries, according to
their refpeétive conflitutions, but it is common
to all Countries, and to all Conftitutions, that
neither the form of Government, be it what it
@ay; nor the perfons of the Governors, can
be changed, without breaking up the eftablifh-

ment and recurring anew to the people,*

* Si tamen Rex reipfa etiam tradere Regnum, aut {ub-

* jicere moliatur, quin ei refifti in hoc poffit non dubito:

¢ aliud eft enim ut diximus Imperium, alius habendi Mo-
¢ dus, qui'ne mutetur obftare poteft populus.”

Grorius de Jure Belli et Pacis, 1, 4, 10.
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I believe no one will be hardy enough to affert,
that the Parliament of this country, would be
competent to declare, the Houfe of Commoans ufe-

* Ubi una Civitas alteri ita conjungitur, ut uni quidem
» fua Refpublica fedefque mangat, alterius vero cives, relicta
* fua fede, in alierius civitatis jura fedemque adfcifcantur, unam
“ quidem penitis perire conflar, illa autem quze remanet edvem effe
f non definit, utut tali acceffione infignia capiat incrementa.’

Purrenxporrr de Legibus Naturae et Gentium, 8, 12, 6.

¢ Summa huc redit, nihil agere Regem qui regnum in alium,
¢ propria authoritate, ransferreaggreditur, nec fubditos ifto a&ty
regis teneri, verum huic non minus popull quam regis

confenfum requiri; nam ut invito Rege regnum non recte
¢ eripitur, ita nec invito popule alius Rex obtrudi poteft.

Isip, 8, 5, g

| TRANSLATIONS.

But if the fupreme‘ power, fhall really attempt to hand
| over the Kingdom, or 'put' it into {ubjetion to another,
1 have no doubt, that in this it may be lawfully refifted.
For as I have faid Béi'ore, it i1s in that cafe another
Government, another manner of holding it, which change

the People haye awxight to oppofe.

Grorivus on the Rights of War and Peace. 1, 4, 10,

When one ftate is fo united with another, that to one

i

its form and feat of Government remains, but that the

: Citizens of the other, leaving their own refidence, are tranf-
y P, ) > \

planted into the feat of Government, and placed under

the laws of the other State, it is plain that the one is

F_._,,.:._...,. ...,..-_-
%
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lefs, and that the fupreme power, {hould m fu-
ture, be veﬁed in the King and the Lords, and

entirely diffolved: = but that which remains does n_qt ceals
to be the fame, although by fuch an acceffion, the may

have received a fignal increafe.
Purrrxporr¥ on the Laws of Nature and Nations, 8, 12, 6.

The whole comes to this, that the fapreme power is
jn a vain purfuit, if it endeavours by its own authonty
alone, te transfer the Government to other hands, and that
the fubjets are not bound by fuch an A& of their Go-
vernors, but that fuch a thing requires not lefs the con-
fent of the people, than of the Government; for as the
Government cannot be lawfully taken from ‘the Governors
without their confent, fo neither without the confent of
the People, can another Government be obtruded upon

them. e Iz1p, 8, 59

It is to be noted that throughout the above extraéls,
Rex fignifies mot the King folely, but the fupreme power
of the ftate, whatever that may be.

¢ 'The Legiflature cannot tranfer the power of making
¢ Jaws to any other hands; for it being but a delegated
¢ power from the People, they who have it cannot pafs it
¢ over to others. The people alone can appoint the form
¢ of the Common wealth, which is by conftituting the Le-
¢ giflature, and appointing in whofe hands that fhall be;
¢ and when -the people have faid, we will fubmlt and be
¢ governed by laws made by fuch men; and in fuch terms,

¢ nobody ¢lfe can fay other men fhall make laws for
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it is fcarcely lefs wild to affert, that the Parliament
of this country is competent to declare, that the
Irith Nation fhall in future be reprefented, by
Delegates chofen in the whole, or in part, by the
county of Middlefex, or other counties in Eng-

* them. The lpowcr of the Legiflature being derived from
“ the people, by a pofitive voluntary act and inftitution,

¢ can be no other than what that pofitive act conveyed,

¢ which bsing only to make Laws, and not to make Legif

¢ lators, the Legiflative can have no power to, transfer their

6

- authority of making laws, and place it in. other hands.

Locx}: on Government, 2, 11, 14l

* Governments are diffolved from within, when the Le-

* giflafive is altered.—The conftitution of the Legiflative, is

L}
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the firft and fundamental act of Society, whereby provi-

fion is made for the continuance of the Union, under
the dire&ion of perfons authorifed thereto, without which

no one man or number of men amongft them, can have

authority of making laws, which fhall be binding to the h
reft.  When any one or more fhall take upon them to

make laws, whom the people have not appointed fo to

they make laws without authority, which the peo-
ple are not therefore bound to obey; by which means
they come agam “to be out of fubje&tion, and may con-

fiitute to themfelves a new Legiflative as they think beft,

¢ being . in full liberty to refift the force of thofe, who

‘..

T_,-"‘"’ 4 v J v D % Ao -,’_ y y -
without authority, would impofe any thing on them.”

R : . I'ID, 2, 19’ 212'
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land. Neo doubt the People may confent to the
alteration, if they think proper, and may as well
treat of it by delegation as otherwife, but the de-
legation for that purpofe muft be exprefs, and can-

not be included in any general or ordinary powers:

If we once fuffer the fundamental laws to be
trampled on, from motives of eXped'iency, we
have from that hour, eftablifhed an arbitrary go-
vernment, which is equally ‘incompatible with
freedom, whether the power be lodged in one
hand, or in one thoufand what fecurity fhall we
then have, that the majority of the Parliament
of Great Britain, or whatfoever other name the
Union may bear, will not fay, ¢ Thefe Irifhmen
“ are refrattoty, aretroublefome, we will leflen
¢ their number, or, we will totally exclude them,
< It is expedient.” *Tis true this would be a breach
" of faith, but would it be more {o than the eonduct
of the Delegate, who deputed to protec? the pri-
vileges of his Conftituents, annihilates them, and
thus employs the power with which he has been
entrufted, to the deftrufion of thofe who gave it.

The author of the pamphlet to ‘which I have
alluded, feems to have been aware of this argu-
ment, and has thus endeavoured to guardagaint it;



“If, fays he, this argument had any real weight,
“ we could never have obtained the Reformation,
“ and the eftablithment of Proteftanifm : we could"
“ never have procured the Revolution, and have
“ changed the line of be%editary fucceflion to the
“ throne : the Union of Scotland and England
% could not have been entertained.”

I fhall examine thefe three inflances, one by
one,  and hope to prove that they do not in the
leaft impugn (however they may fupport) the doc-
trine I wifh to eftablith.

 The firft legiflative ftep towards the Reforma-
tion in thefe countries was_2oth Hen. 8, (1534)
at which time it had made confiderable progrefs
among the people, this was. afterwards followed
at intervals, by other gradual and moderate advan-
ces, but fo far were thefe from being in oppofiti-
on to the general fentiment, that as foon as the na-
tion was freed from the very flrong - coercion, it
laboured under during the reign of Henry, it
feized the opportunity of the minority of his fuc-
~ ceffor, to, eﬁébliih the Reformation, in as great
extent, ._aé n any part of Germany, and fo rooted
was it.in_the minds of the people, that upwards
C
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of five years of unrelenting and vnremitted perfes
cution, were infufficient to eradicate it, or even to

prevent its growth, and we find at the acceffion

of Elizabeth, it was publiély profeﬁea, by almoft

the whole nation: at that time the rights of Kiﬁg,

of Parliament, and of people were very ill under-

ftood indeed, and it waé not to be expeéted; that
the people would oppofe a meafure of which they
approved, merely from a Pun&tilioof its having
been pafled irregularly, or by an incompetent au-
thority. |

The fecond inftance is the Revolution.—How
was that brought about? by an a&l of the legifla-
ture ? No: but by the immediate agency of the
people. A Convention, formed from themfelves,
without any of the formsdireéted by the particu-
lar law of the countfy, declared, ¢ That King
¢ James the Second having endeavoured to fub-
« yert the conftitution of the kingdom, by break-
“ ing the original contract betwixt King and Peo-
“ ple, and having, by the advice of Jefuits and
“ other wicked perfons, wwlated the fundamental
¢ Laws, and withdrawn himfelf out of the king-
‘““ dom, has abdicated the government, and the
<« Throne is thereby vacant.” This was inftantly
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and univerfally fubmitted to, and not only has
continued to be fo, to this day, but is at prefent
the boaft and glory of the nation. Does this
militate againft my argument, or if I was to
fearch the Hiftory of the World, could I find a
fironger example in fupport of it ; and does not
the principle of itapply equally tothe whole legif-
lature as to the King fhould they be guilty of the

fame crime.

At the time the Union was under debate in
Scotland, the very fame argument that I have
adduced of the incompetence of Parliament, to
furrender the Independence of their Country, was
vehemently urged by the oppofers of the meafure,
and how was it anfwered ? not by denying its va-
lidity, not by queﬁlonmg its principle, but by
thewing that to treat of the Union of the two
countries was one of the caufes for aflembling the
Parliament, mentioned in the Proclamat‘ion which
fummoned it to meet, confequently' that the mem-
bers of it, were Delegates for that exprefs purpofe ;
fo that from this inftance, not only no inference
can be drawn againft my pofition, but whatever
weight the authority of th'e Minifters of that day
may have (who thought 1t neceflary to infert fuch

C 2
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claufe in the Proclamation) is decidedly in .my

favour. -

But perhaps though the meafure ‘may n‘ot-‘bé
firily regular, and legal, the expediency “of it
may tempt us to neglect all forms, and adopt it.
I fhall now examine it in that point of view.

That there would probably be a confiderable
influx of Britifh capital, on our Southern and South
weftern fhores, I do readily admit, that the con-
fequence of it, would probably’ be, the ereion
of new manufalures, and the local increafe of
wealth, civilization and natural improvement.—
That this would be highly beneficial to the nation
1s not to be difputed, nor do I mean to detra&
from its benefits, which would be fufficient at once
to determine us on adopting ‘the meafure, wese
they not more than counterbalanced, -by other

confiderations of fuperior moment.

From the day of the Union being agreed on,
we may date the deftruction of the Conftitution,
not only of Ireland but of England alfo. Itis
not many years fince the Houfe of Commons of
England refolved, ¢ That the influence of the
“ Crown had increafed, was increafing, and ought
“to be diminithed.” Any fteps that may have
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been taken fince, to accomplifi the object of that
Refolution, I believe have not been very effectual,
but by this meafure, a new acceflion of f{trength,
muft be thrown into the hands of the Minifter,
It needs no argument to prove, that men temoved
from the_‘ eye of their Conftituents, beyond the
reach of the voice of their praife or cenfure, far

from their homes, immerfed in the pleafures of a

diffolute and expenfive capital, muft be in an
high degree expofed to temptation ; and I fear the
race of the Fabricii and Dentati is nearly extinét
among -us. Similar confequences were foretald
by the oppolers of the Union between Scotland
and England, and I believe the event has fully ve-
rified their.predition; and.now fo indifferent are
the people of Scotland become about their fhare
of the Reprefentation, that through the whole of
the Northern part of the united kingdom, there

~was not a fingle contefted eletion for the prefent

Parliament, nor even an atempt at oppofition to
the minifterial Capdidate ; except in a fingle in-
ftance by General- Maitland, and that feemed more
defigned for an opportunity of publifhing an angry
advertifement than for any other purpofe, and it
went no farther.

But objeftionable as this meafure is, as it re-
gards the Commons, it becomes tenfold worfe, if



14
we conflider the effet it would have upon the
Lords. Asthere is no probability that the whole
houfe would be tranfplanted into England, T fhall
aflume it as certain, that the Peeragé of freland_
would be reprefented by a delegation. Above 5
two-fifths of the Peerage of Ireland, is compofed
of perpetual Abfentees, the majority of whom,
have not the fmalleft intereft in this country, ei-
ther from property, or comnexion, thefe from
Jheir continual .reﬁdep_cer near, and intercourfq
with the Minifter, will be the moft likely to ob-
tain his favour and patronage ; and as we have no
reafon to doubt, that a minifterial lift would be
received at an EleClion here with the fame refpect
that it is in Scotland, the reprefentatives of our
Pecrage, would probably in a few years be com-
plete ftrangers, perfons who only knew the coun-
try in the map. This is a feature which very
ftrongly diftinguifhes the fituation of this country
at prefent, from that of Scotland at the time of
the Union. All the Peers of Scotland who were
capable of being eletted, were natives of Scot-
land, attached to it by the ftrong bands of natural
affeétion and of intereft. The Peerage of Scot-
land had not been profufely conferred as aninferior
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dignity, upon perfons totally unconreéted with the
country.

Though the confequence of a Union might be
an influx of wealth, through one channel, into the
kingdom, it would flow out again through many;
it can fearcely be doubted, that its completion
would be immediately followed, by the emigra-
tion, not only of thofe whofe duty'in Parliament
required their attendance, of thofe, who ‘either
through powerful conneftions, or confiderice in
their own abilities, fought preferment in any fhape,
but alfo of ‘a large proportion of thofe, whofe af-
fluent fortunes enabled them to confult only their
pleafure in their place of refidence, and the rents
of all thefe would neceffarily be drawn out of the
kingdom. If the number of her Abfentees has
always been confidered as the bane of Irelénd,
{furely that meafure cannot be beneficial to her,
which tends to increafe them. But detrimental as
it appears confidered in this point of view, In a-
nother 1t is ftill more deftru&tive, when Democracy
is making fuch rapid firides, furely it cannot be

~ prudent, to withdraw thofe who from their rank

are moft interefted, and from theirinfluence moft
able to oppofe it. If the country is firipped of
men of opulence, and liberal education, if it is
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left to the uninformed country gentleman, the ma-

nufallurer, and farmer, the lawyer, and the mer-

chant; it requires not the givft of proph‘ecx to fore-

fee, that the Ariftocracy and Monarchy are.loft.

Then may we exclaim with Pantheus; . '
Fuimus Troes, fuit Ililum, et ingens

Gloria Teucrorum : ferus omnia Jupiter Argos

Tranftulit,

I bave already admitted that it is probable
that a part of the kingdom might be improved
by the Union, but at _the {fame time, another
and a much greater part, would be devoted to
inevitable deflrution. The effeés it would have
in this capital are really melancholy to reflect
on. The large fums of money that have been
expended on buildings in this City—the exten-
five fpeculations in the Canals leading to it—
the high prices that have been given either
by purchafe or by rent for Land in its vici-
nity, fo much cxceeéing its natural value—the
loans that have been advanced on the fecurity
of thefe buildings, and this land muft, when
they are depreciated, as will inevitably be the cafe,
involve numerous families in utter ruin, nor will
they have even the poor confolation (if it is any)
to refled, that they have been ruined by'thf;ir own
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indifcretion, for furely if there was any thing fhort
of an exprels declaration, that could jultly give
them confidence in the permanence of the prefent
fyflem, it would be the reflexion, that in the midft
of an expenfive War, immenfe fums had been
levied from the People, for the purpofe of build-
ing at home a magnificent Edifice for the reception
of their Reprefentatives, which is not yet entirely
completed. I know not whether Statelmen may
not efteem it juflifiable to deprive, fuppofe one
thoufand Perfons of Advantages they at prefent
enjoy, in order by that means to confer equal Ad-
vantages upon double the Number, ‘but juftifiable
or not, I am fure it is impolitic; it leffens the va-
lue not only of the things immediately in queftion,

but of every other Poffeffion in the Community—

for example, we are told that though Dublin will
fuffer fome Lofs, by the abduction of the Parlia-
ment, other Parts of the Kingdom will gain, and
that the Injury to Dublin will be but {mall, as
¢< it muft fill be the Refidence of the Viceroy and
¢ his Court, that Sciences, Arts and Amufements

“ may be cultivated in proportion, as there will

¢ be lefs attention to Politics : that 1t will be the

« Seat of Juftice, which will be adminiftered as

« at-prefent ; the Chief Seat of Revenue, and
D
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< the Head Quarters of the Army :"—But what

Security have we, that in a few Years when Cork
or fome of the Southern Cities has ouﬁripﬁéd her
(as muft inevitably be the Confequence of this
Meafure taking Place) that it may not be thought |
expedient to remove the Seats of Government and
of Juftice to the more opulent and flourithing
City—tis true there may be compais and en-
gagements, but the Magic Talifman Expediency
will diffolve them all,

mille adde Catenas
Effugiet tamen heee {celeratus vincula Proteus.

If this was to take place, fituated as Dublin is,
in the middle of the Channel, remote from either

Sea, how foon would it dwindle into a fifhing

Town.

Befides the injury that permanent property in
this city and its vicinity would fuftain, there is
another evil perhaps not lefs deplorable, which
though only temporary will be more immediate.—
A large proportion of the working inhabitants of
this city, earn their daily fuftenance by miniftring
to the luxury of the rich—if the rich abandon the
city, inany great degree, numbers of thefe muft

be thrown out of employment, many of them in-

RS TR . L R e e T ST W
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eapable of reforting to any other means for a live-
lihood—on this fubjeé I fhall not enlarge, I have

pointed out the evil, I know not where to find the
remedy.

We are likewife told, that ¢ the fame argu-
¢ ment was ufed moft powerfully at the time

< of the Scotch Union, with regard to Edinburgh

¢, the defertion of that capital was predicted, the
“ bankruptcy of its fhopkeepers, the ruin of its

(49

proprietors was foretold, and 1nfifted upon ; yet
¢« potwithftanding the Union, and the prophecy,
Edinburgh fo far from decaying has flourithed

¢¢ more fince the Union, than it had done before”.

L4

~

Tt is true Edinburgh remains a great city, as
great as it was one hl_mdred years ago, it has hap-
pened not to have been thought expedient to re-
move the feat of the provincial Government from
it, it has therefore not declined, but look at the
improvements of ather parts of Scotland fince
107, and fee iff the improvement of Edinburgh
and its vicinity has kept pace with them. Com-
pare the improvements of Ireland and of Scotland
1n the above period, how much the former has
been outftripped by the latter ; but compare Dub-
lin with Edinburgh and in the fame time, the 1a-
D 2
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creafe of the former will be found to have been

fourfold of that of the latter.

The improvements of both Scotland aﬁ&‘lrce

land in the prefent century, have been aftonifh.

ing, but Edinburgh, amid the general advance-

ment of its country, has remained nearly ftation-
ary, becaufe it has ceafed to be the capital, while
on the contrary there has been no ftep made to
profperity by Ireland, in which Dablin did not
participate at leaft its full fhare.

One of the leading arguments of the {upporters

of this meafure, is the example of Scotland, in

confenting to a Union, and the increaled degrec
of profperity, that fhe fince enjoyed. That Scot-
land has increafed in profperity and affluence fince
the year 1707, is indifputable, but that the Union
was the fole caufe, may I think without any ex-
traordinary degree of fcepticifim be doubted—
other nations, fince that period, have improved,
perhaps with equal rapidity—previous to the
Union, there was a ftrong {pirit of enterprize,
and trade exifting through the nation; for the un-
fortunate Darien Company, there was fubfcribed
in a few days 400,c00l. fterling, all the money of
refidents in Scotland. If the Union had never
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taken place, this commercial fpirit would fiill
have remained, and would probably have found
opportutities equally advantageous, and have been
equally fuccefsful. By the Union Scotland was
deprived of a very advantageous trade with
France, from the lofs of which St. Andrews, and
other towns on the eaftern coaft, are to this day

nearly 1n ruins.

But the relative fituations of England and
Scotland, at the time of the Union, and of Great
Britain and Ireland, at prefent are {o effentially
different, both in refpe&t of natural pofition and
of accidental circumftances, that no argument can
be drawn from the condu@ of: the one, to influ-
ence that of the other.—Separated as England and
Scotland were from the reft of the world, and
divided from each other only by an arbitrary and
artificial boundary, they feemed to have been
marked out by the hand of nature for one and the
fame Kingdom, though attachment to their re-
fpeflive royal lines, long kept them feparate, this
appeared fo evident that before théy were a fe-
cond year under the dominion of the fame Prince,

the Parliaments of the two countries fet on foot

‘a treaty for a Union—Commiflioners were ap-

pointed to negotiate, but unfortunately the terms
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werenot agreed on. Thediftrated ftate of England,:
for :;carly the next fixty years, and the violent
animofities of the different parties, left little lei-

fure to attend to a fubje& that required -much
coolnefs and deliberation. During the greater
part of the reign of Charles II. and the whole of
the fubfequent reign of James II. Scotland was
nearly as much difturbed by religious commo-
tions, but on almoft the firft moment of quiet, the
fubjeét was revived (I. of Anne) and at laftina
very few years happily accomplifhed—on the
contrary, nature has placed Treland at a diftance
from Great Britain, has herfelf put a boundary be- ‘
tween them determined and unalterable, and the
nations have preferved their prefent form of alli-
ance through fix hundred years.of war and peace,
without an effort or a thought of | alteration, be-
yond an idle rumour, unlefs a propofition to that
purport in Parliament, is (which God avert) now

ferioufly in contemplation.

In addition to the never ceafing arguments, ak
forded bythe natural fituation of the t;wo coun-
tries, particular circumftances, at the time the
Union between England and Scotland was con-
cluded, called imperioufly for the meafure—from
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a variety of unkinduefles and provocations on both
fides, there feemed to be no alternative except
complete Union or open war. The Scots had em-
barked a few years before, with great eagernels
in a projeét of eftablifhing a Colony on the Ifth-
mus of Darien, by the mifcarriage of which, not
only the nation fuffered great lofs in point of
wealth, but very many of the principal families
had to mourn for a relative to whom the expedi-
tion proved fatal, this was the fource of confidera-
ble animofity againft England, to whofe intrigues
and oppofition, the failure of the undertaking was
principally attributed— mutual jealoufies likewife
prevailed relative to their different privileges in
trade : however the advantages of a Union were
{o apparent to all men, as the moft likely means
of reconciling all differences, that in the Firft of
A;:ine, Commiflioners were appointed to prepare a
treaty, who however feparated without coming
to any conclufion. .-On the breaking up of this
negociation, the two countries became in a ftate
little fhort of .open hoftilities.—The Scotch Par-
liament not only refufed to fettle the Succeflion to
the Crown, in the fame manner that it was in
England, but pafled an A&, that on the death of
Queen Anne, if a treaty fhould not have been pre»
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vioufly concluded, the Parliament fhould proceed
to appoint a {ucceflor, different from him who fuc-
ceeded to the Crown of England; and when Lord
Marchmont the Chancellor, on a fubfequen;d;gy,
moved for the fettlement of the Crown on the
Houfe of Hanover, (on whica the Englifh Crown
had been before fettled) it was not enly rejected,
but it was vehemently demanded by many that
the mover fhould be fent to prifon, and it was
actually refolved by a large majority that the mo-
tion fhould be expunged fromthe Journals.

Nor did the Parliament of England yield to
them in violence—it paffed an A& that until the
Succeffion in Scotland was fettled as in England,
the Scotch fhould be confidered as Aliens—that
trade between the two Countries fhould be prohi-
- bited in a variety of Articles, &c. &e. and it was

originally part of the fame A&, and pafled the
" Committee of the whole Houfe of Commons,
though it was thrown out on the Report, that the
Freeholders of the fix northern Counties fhould
be required to arm : The Lords likewife addrefled
the Queen, to defire that the would give orders
to her Admiral, to feize all Scotch veflels trading
to France, and that the would have Newecaftle

-and other fortrefles put in a ftate of defence. It
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would be an abufe of time, to offer any argument
to thew, that there is no fimilarity between the
relative fituations of Great Britain and Ireland at
prefent, and of England and Scotland at that

period.

“ A Union, it is faid, may be compared to a
“ partnerfhip in trade. If a Merchant finds that
““ from circumftances of fituation, want of credit,
““ or capital, he cannot carry on his bufinefs alone
“ with advantage, will he not be wife to unite
“ himfelf, if poffible, to an extenfive and weal-
“ thy ferme, and to become a fharer, in propor-
“ tion to his contribution of induftry and capital,
“ in the fecure profits of an eftablithed houfe.”
Perhaps a Merchant would not think it wife to
engage his capital in an eftablithed houfe, if by
fo doing, he was'to put it for ever from under his
own controul, and thereby be prevented in future,
from availing himfelf of his own caution or fpe-
culation, but could he deem the jun&ion any thing
but madnefs, if he knew the eftablifhed houfe,
notwithftanding its apparent affluence, and exten-
five dealing, to be immerfed in debt, and had
himfelf no means of judging of its refources.

E

'J
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We are told that on accountof the increafed
power of France, “ fo ought the ftrength of the
¢ Britifh empire to be augmented,” T admit it,
but how will the incorporarion of the two Na-
tions have that effeét ? Has the Parliament of Ire-
land ever refufed, ever hefitated to contribute its
full fhare to the general fervice of the empire—
but by being a feparate Kingdom we are more
open to French intrigue? And has Ireland been
the only part of the Britifh dominions, into which
French emiffaries have found  their way—has
England, has Scotland been totally free from
them ? What were the Bond’s and the Sheares’s
of this Country, but the difciples of the Hardy’s
and Thelwall’s of London, of the Muir’s and
Margarot’s of Edinburgh? ’tis true, taught by the
dangers and the punifhment of their mafters, they
2&ed with more caution, and from thence became
more formidable—and is it reafonable to fuppofe
that the vigilance of Adminiftration in difcover-
ing, or its energy in fupprefling the late Confpi-
racy, would have been increafed by the feat of
Government being removed to a diftance of four

hundred Miles.

Again, ¢ it is notorious, it is faid, that before
¢« the Union Scotland hadalways a connexion and



“ alliance with France, which fince the Union

« has totally vanifthed? Her feelings, condu&
¢« and policy, have fince that period, been en-

“ tirely Britith.” This I acknowledge would be

a ftrong argument, were it (upported by the fadt,

but it is only neceffary to refer to hiftory to be

convinced of its untruth. A ftrong party remain-

ed in Scotland, attached to the Pretender, long

after he had been forgotten in the other parts of
the Britith empire. Where did the Rebellion 1n

favour of the Pretender break out in 1715? where
did he himfelf land in 1743, a generation after
the Union, in Scotland ? and why was it there?
becaufe in Scotland, in united Scotland, his parti-
zans were moft numerous and powerful, while on
on the contrary, Ireland not only remained per-
fe&tly quiet, but fignalized herfelf at leaft by pro-
feflions of zeal, in defence of the eftablifhed Go-
vernment.

The Author to whom I have fo often referred
fpeaking of the evils attending a divifion of power,
goes onto fay “ Franklin and Wathington, the
‘¢ founders of the American empire, had not cou-
¢« rage in their firft projeét of a Conftitution for
“ the American States, to exclude this radical

Ez
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derated the States, ceafed in confequence of

111

peace, the fault of fuch a Conftitution becarpe.
“ evident : it was clear to men of common capa-
“ city, thatan empire confifting of thirteen inde-
“ pendent focieties, without one common impe-
“ rial controul, would foon divide into thirteen
“ independent empires. To obviate‘ this necef-
“ fary, though poflibly diftant confequence, the
#¢ wifdom of the Americans proje@ed a new Con-

“ ftitution, in which this original vice was reme-

« died. The feparate Independence of each State

“ was wilely relinquithed, a general Legiflative
“ and a general Executive were formed for the
““ Government of the Union every tmperial con-
“ cern, and each refpeitive State was confined to
“ Jocal and municipal objets,” but does this ap-
ply? the Union between Great Britain and Ire-
land, will embrace net only imperial Concerns, but
the moft trifling Jocal and municipal Objet ?—
What would Franklin and Wathington have
thought of a plan of Conftitution, by which the
fupreme Power was to fit in Philadelphia, and to
legiflate for all America, from Bofton to Charlef-
town, in every petty and private Regulation?

evil, butleft each State independent.—So foon ,
¢ as the preflure of neceflity, which had confe-



What eould be expe&ed from fuch a Syftem, but
that it would immediately fall to pieces from its
own unwieldy bulk. Even under her prefent ar-

rangement, America appears to many of her Po-
liticians, to be toolarge for a fingle State, and a

plan has been long in contemplation of dividing
her into northern and fouthern States.

-

It is acknowledged that this meafure would be
peculiarly detrimental to the Bar, but at the fame

time it is contended, that this very detriment will

operate to the general benefit of the ‘Country ?
Were the Bar alone concerned, 1 _fhould leave

them to defend themfelves, 1 {hould not prefume.

to be their Advocate, but I think the general in-
tereft of the Count'ry, is deeply involved in the
Fate of their Profeffion. = “ It is a general habit
¢ of the Gentlemen. of Ireland to educate their
¢ fons at the Temple,” and it is to that habit, to
the liberal education that muft precede, and to
the knowledge of the World, that muft be the
confequence, of fuch an introduéiion into Life
that the Gentlemen of Ireland owe their acknow-
ledged Super,i_grity, when- confidered as a Clafs,
over thofe of equal Rank in the Sifter Countries.
Whence has this habit arifen? From the Bar hav-
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ing been confidered, for many years as the moft
open and certain road to preferment of almoft
every kind.—If"the Lawyer was to be confined to
his mere technical bufinefs, few Gentlemen of con-
fequence and property, would educate their chil-
dren for that profeffion, it would of courfe decline
1 refpectability, in a little time it would get into
meaner hands, on the mifchief pf which to the
Community I need-not expatiate. It isa maxim
as old at leaft as Tacitus, that,

Sublatis ftudiorum pretiis, etiam ftudia peritura.

“ Land in England during times of peace, is fold
“ from thirty to forty years purchafe, in Ireland the
“ price of land feldom exceeds twenty years pur-
“ chafe. The continual infurre&ions in different
“ parts of the Country, of White Boys, Oak
“ Boys, Right Boys, Defenders and United Irifh-
““ men, have made refidence unfafe, and dimi-
“ nifhed the certainty of rents and the value of
“ tenure,” Is this a fair or candid ftatement—has
it been forgotten, that legal intereft in this Coun-
try is fix per Cent. and that in England it is only
five—that twenty years purchafe for land in Ire-
land, falls fhort in income of what can be legally
made of money by lending, nearly in the fame
proportion that twenty-five does in England—and
and 1t 1s notorious that in England for the laft fe-
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ven years, notwithftanding the abfence of the long

Catalogue of White Boys, &c. Lands have rarely
exceeded the laft mentioned Price.

¢ Ireland, independent Ireland, has at this
¢ moment its commerce in all parts of the
« World, prote@ed without expence, by the
¢« PBritith Navy—her fupplies for the year, are
¢ chiefly raifed by the Britifh Minifter in Eng-
« land, on the faith of the Britith Parliament—
«“ her country is proteted from domeflic and
« foreign enemies, by Forty Thoufand Britifh
« Troops, at the expence to Great Britain of
¢« Seven Hundred Thoufand Pounds a year.”
All this is true: but let it not be forgotten,
that the Britifh Navy is manoed in a great
proportion, by the natives of Ireland : that Ire-
land was, for a feries of years maintaining on
her eftablithment, Twelve Thoufand and after-
afterwards Fifteen Thoufand Men, who were
difperfed over the Globe, fighting the battles
of Great Britain. It was the almoft defence-
lefs ftate, in which this Ifland was left in the
middle of a war, notwithftanding the numerous
army in her pay, that was the proximate caule
of embodying the Volunteers, whofe fervices
were afterwards fo fignally beneficial to their

Country »



There 1s an argument which has been often
urged with juflice and fuceefs, in oppofition to
the two great queflions, which have agitated
this Country for fome years, and which applies
at lealt with equal force to the prefent propo-
fition, viz. our Country has been in an uni-
formly progreflive flate of improvement, for
many years; can- it be wile or prudent, to
rifque our prefent profperity, in purfuit of an
ideal advantage, particuiarly when a large ma-
jority of the people are adverfe to the expe-
1iment. |

I'have not overlooked, in the pamphlet above
mentioned, the threats of England breaking her
compadt, in refpe& of the Linen Manufa&ure,
and of her fupporting the Catholics here as a
means of maintaining her own Proteftant efta-
blilbment; the fneer at the Clergy, the re-
fle&tion on the Volunieers, and many other things
of the fame flamp, which were I writing an
exprefls anfwer to it, might call for fome animad-
verfions, but with thefe and fuch like, I have
nothing todo, my purpofe being only to argue.

I have now endeavoured to imprefs upon
my Countrymen, the conviftion I feel in my
own mind of the impolicy of this meafure, in
fo doing, it was my wifh to difcufs the queftion,
with temper and moderation, to avoid all ex-
traneous matter, and to give offence to none,
i this at leaft I hope I have fucceeded.

FINIS



