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Ecce iterum. H o r .

M y  bookfeller being determined to publith a feventh 

edition o f  this w o r k ,  I cannot  deny m y f e l f  the indulgence 

o f  what,  I truil , is a pardonable van ity .  T h e  public w i l l  

g iv e  m e credit for m y  feelings upon the lofs o f  the falu- 

tary meafure o f  an U n i o n  ; but it is n o  fmall confolation 

t o  m e  to reflect that I was the firft w h o  unmaiked the pre

tended advocate,  but concealed e n e m y ,  o f  that am iable ,  

t h o ’ unfortunate fpeculation.  I am  not o f  that tem per ,  

that the fuccefs o f  a n y  undertaking can  m a ke  an altera

tion in m y  fentiments  o f  it— I f lick to m y  friends in dii- 

trefs,  and therefore I f lick to  the U n i o n . —

V ic lr ix  canfa d iis placuit, fe d  v ifla  Catoni.

C a t o  was m agnanim ou s,  and therefore the vanquifhed caufe 

pleafed him. I am m agnanim ous too, for  indeed, gentle 

readers,  the vanquifhed caufe pleafes m e  not a little.

It is the nature o f  man to be proud o f  prefcience, e v e n  * 

w h e n  he repines at the accom pli fh m en t  o f  his o w n  pre

dictions. D id  not I  te ll you f o ?  is v e ry  c o m m o n  co m fo r t .

The



7 'he author o f  Arguments fo r  and againfl an Uni en went on  

humbugging, the world— I defired him to— Ceafe his Fun- 

ring ; but like Caflandra, I was not attended to, till the 

illuminations o f  D ub lin ,  like the flames o f  T r o y ,  illus

trated the forebodings o f  the prophet. E v e n  after m y 

work  appeared, feveral weak, or malignant men confi- 

dered, or affefled to confrder him theferious, and me the 

jefting author ; and though I wrote exprefsly to guard 

the public againfl: irony, one dull plodding matter o f  fa£t 

writer abfolutely libelled me by the name o f  M r .  Funning ; 

but I have m y triumph now ; the event,  unhappily for 

the nation, but fortunately for m y chara&er, has ih ewn 

that no man has done fo much mifchie f  to the caufe as 

the fcribe whom I de íeáe d,  and in the debate which was fo 

near being the falvation o f  Ireland, I had the fatisfadion o f  

hearing feveral o f  the infatuated one hundred and eleven 

members declare that they had been altogether and folely 

convinced by the perufal o f  Arguments fo r  and againfl an 

Union.* M a n y  with whom I havecalmly  expoftulated in pri

vate upon the frenzy o f  their oppofition to an U nion,  have 

candidly confi-ffed to me the caufe o f  their fediiftion, and 

in the iiricerity o f  their cónlrition have informed againfi 

the incendiary who (to uïe a phrafe o f  the United Iriili- 

men) had put thzm up. I f  more proofs were wanting, it is 

worthy o f  obf.-rvatión, that M r.  Sheridan in his vain but 

factious endeavours to prejudice the Englifh Houfe o f  

C o m m o n s  againft the Union, abfolutely grounded hrs 

whole argument upon what is vulgarly called M r .  

C o o k e ’ s pamphlet,  and though an orator o f  the moil fer

tile and exuberant genius, yet the greateft part o f  his 

fpeech upon that occafion confiiled in reading entire e x 

trails fj om that rebellious production. H ow ev er ,  thank

heaven,

*  W ell m ay  T fay infatuated cne hundred and eleven. In  the nam e o f  a r 
g u m en t  can there he a more cond ucive dem oniiration that an ‘U nion m u il  
be advantageous to  Ireland than that 140 independent Englifli g en t lem e n  
voted  for it ? G e n t le m e n  (as M r. Pitt  ja y s )  fa r  removed from  every prejudice 
and partyp.oti've ivhtcb muft prevail in the Parliament o f  Ireland.

It is v e ry  ob ferva ’ .le, that the contem ptib le  oppofition o f  15 m e m b e rs  in 
the Engliih H o u ic  was headed b y  one Sheridan— A  M E R E  I R I S H M A N ,

[ iv ]
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heaven, that enlightened affembly, the Britifti Senate,  

were too magnanim ous to reje£t an U n i o n ,  though it 

*ivas to be the falvat ion o f Ireland, and have exhibited a 

m ort i fy in g  contrail: to the conduct  o f  our o w n  befotted 

legiflature. A n d  ye t  it is but candid to fay ,  that i f  M r .  

Sampfon's  pamphlet had been publifhed as early ,  and cir

culated as extenfive ly  in E ngland as it was here, the  

event would, m oi l  probably,  have  been v e r y  different.

It is very  remarkable (and indeed it delighted m e m u c h  to 

fee) that after M r .  Sheridan had, in the infidious m anner  

I mention, endeavoured to miflead the H o u l e  o f  C o m 

m on s,  M r .  C a n n in g ,  w h o  is w e l l  k n o w n  to be a  m in is

terial charaffcer in high confidence,  public ly ,  on the part 

o f  g o v e rn m e n t ,  denied, difowned, difclaimed, re n o u n c-  , 

ed and difavowed all m anner  o f  c o n n e x i o n  w h atfoe ver ,  

w ith  that abominable  pam phlet ,  or its author. I  was 

proud to find this great m an  echoing m y  o w n  fentiments,  

fo u nworthi ly  flighted in m y  native land ; (prophets, 

alas, are feldom honored in their o w n  cou ntry)  and I w i l l  

confefs that the ch ee k  o f  thé author g lo w ed  with  fecret fa-  

t is fa&ion at the flattering fuggeft ion,  that,  perhaps, the 

great M r .  C a n n i n g  had in a Ieifure hour  read Ceafe your 

Funning. T h o f e  w h o  are authors can judge  o f  the feniation 

I  experienced ; I  appeal with candour even to the g e n t le 

m an  w h o ,  in a pamphlet ,  called Im partial R e v i m ,  t f r .  

has defamed m e  under the nam e o f  M r .  Funning. L e t  

h i m  c on ce ive  the delight he would  feel in thinking that 

the right honourable John T o i le r  perufed the pafTage in 

w h ic h  the Impartial R ev iew er , decorates him with g orgeou s  

and refplendent panegyric .  L e t  him  confider h o w  his f a n c y  

w o u ld  be tickled to think he faw  another high perfonagc 

w r i th in g ,  as he read the biting and ga l l ing  fatyr,  the v e n e -  

m o u s  and malignant ridicule with w h ic h  the author has g i -  

betted his c h ara& er  by  what he has faid o f  it ; then m a y  h e  

underiland the gratification w h ic h  his friend, M r .  Funning% 

en joys  at  tracing his o w n  ideas in the great M r .  C a n n i n g ’ s

©ration :
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oration his fric-nd, Mr.  Funning, thus particularly appeals 

to a brother author to fhew him his generofity, and that 

he forgives the attack made upon him. N a y ,  he would con- 

foie his fellow artirt. H e  has certainly miftaken M r. Funning, 

but any man may make a miftake, and fome men are 

nothing the worfe o f  it. F o r  inftance, a moft refpeaable 

and pati iotic gentleman, early in the Union controverfy,  

aniwered publicly for the fentimcnts o f  a whole fe ft ,  a 

whole city,  and a whole co u n ty ;  and though the fenti- 

mentf of that fe£t, city,  and county, have turned out the 

oppofite o f  the three things which their fponfor promifed 

and  ̂ vowed in their name, yet the character o f  that ref- 

p e â a b le  and patriotic gentleman is as good as it was before. 

M r . Funning hopes this intelligence may be comfortable to 

the author o f  An Impartial R eview , & c .  In truth, I for

give  all m y  enemies, which confidering all the efforts made 

to depreciate m y  well intended publication, is a great ex-  
ertion o f  generofity.

Even  in thefe days o f  effrontery it is fcarcely credible 

that the following adverdfement Could have appeared in 

print, and yet it was actually publiiTied in fo many words 

in that grave and temperate news paper, called Saunders’s 

News-Letter ,  a few days after my firft edition came out :

T h e  friends o f  a certain gentleman, late a ftate pri- 

“  foner, and now oil his w ay  to L i fbcn ,  have feen, with 

much indignation, in a-pamphlet  called “  C E A S E  

^ 1  O U R  F U N N I N G , ”  an affertion, that Me.  Sampfon 

“  was the author o f  a work entitled, “  Arguments for 

and againft an Union between G reat  Britain and Ire- 

“  land confidered,”  they think it very illiberal to impure 

"  to an unfortunate man offences o f  which he never was 

“  guilty, and ape anxious to declare to the public, that after 

ti the lenity o f  government, he is incapable

~ fo dangerous and inflammatory a libel.”

“  T h e y
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<c T h e y  defire not to be underftood as g iv in g  any coun- 

4< tenance to another malignant report, that the work in 

iC queftion is written by E dw ard  C o o k e ,  Ei'q. U nd er  Se- 

66 cretary  to his E x c e l le n c y  the L ord  L ie uten an t .” ,

B u t  this was too barefaced to impofe upon any one e x 

cept the printer o f  the newspaper, and in fpite o f  this in

genious deception, the world ftill pretty generally  puts the 

faddle upon the right horfe and gives  Arguments fo r  and 

againjt an Union to its real author. It was very  well  under- 

i lood that this denial by  M r .  Sam pfon’s friends m ight  

have  been expected, and that a m an w h o  was capable o f  

w ri t in g  fuch a pamphlet,  was alfo capable o f  den yin g  it, 

or indeed oj doing any thing elfe : O n e  would fuppofe that 

the oral Hander w h ic h  imputed this w o r k  to  M r .  C o o k e  w as  

not thought fufficiently public,  but that it was neceflary  to 

m a k e  it more notorious b y  printing the m ock  exculpation 

o f  that gentleman in the laft fentence o f  the advert ife- 

m e n t :  It is eafy  to fee through this artifice. B u t  M r .  

C o o k e  has h im felf  proved in the moil: fat is fa& ory  m a n n e r  

that he never wrote the libel o f  Arguments for and againji y 

for  he abfolutely  in the H o u fe  o f  C o m m o n s  voted fo r  the 

U n i o n ,  w h ic h  demonftrates that he n e v e r  could have  

written  the pamphlet,  as a n y  one m u i l  fee w h o  reads Ceafe 

your Funning, and M r .  C a n n i n g ’ 6 fpeech in the Brit i fh  par

l iament. A n d  it is v e r y  well  k n o w n  that M r .  C o o k e ,  f rom  

m otives  o f  de l icacy,  as being an E n g l i f h m a n ,  intended n ot  

to  vote  upon the Irifh U n i o n ,  but was compelled to do fo 

in order to fh ew  he w as  not the author o f  Arguments for and 

againft,  c . i f  c.

In  the n e x t  place gentle reader— — B u t  hold— M r .  

M o o r e  (in w hofe  lh op  I write this) tells m e  that i f  I fcr ib- 

ble  m ore  preface, it wil l  be impoiTible for him to fell this 

edition at the fame price as the fo rm e r  ones,  and therefore,

for the fake o f  the Public ,
I  remain the P u b l ic ’ s,

Very devoted humble Servant.





Ceafe your Funning.

I L O V E  wit as m uch as any mar», but a joke 

may certainly fometimes be carried too far,— I 

have never fubmitted to the juilice  o f  Lord 

Shafteibury’s fanciful pofition, that ridicule is the 
teft of truth, and I own I think its application is 

peculiarly offenfive when political fubjeóis o f  the 

deepeft and moft ferious importance, are treated 

w ith  idle levity and buffoon irony.— Thefe  fen- 
timents have been principally excited by reading 

a  pamphlet entitled A r g u m e n t s  f o r  a n d  a -  

g a i n s t  a n  U n i o n  c o n s i d e r e d .— T h e  A u t h o r  

o f  this work  has evidently written after the m o 

del o f  fome o f  Swift’ s lighter compofitions ; a  

ftyle which  in my apprehenfion has never till 

now  been fuccefsfully imitated, tho’  attempted 

w ith  fome talent by the fuppofed annotators o f  

the late Alderman G eo rg e  Faulkner, and in ibme 
few  other inftances.

T h i s  ftile confifls altogether in the art o f  fup- 

port ing  in a ftrain o f  grave irony the oppofita 

o f  the opinion which you  mean to eftabliih. 

It is a good-humoured application o f  the ara;u- 

fiient called by logicians argumentum ad ahfardum ;

A  bu$
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but whether it partakes more of  jeft or fophiftn, 
I again prcte againft the ufe of  either upon fub- 
jeóls of  national importance and public concern. 
I ihall briefly enumerate a few of  the moft pro

minent artifices by which the Author of  this 
work, who I am convinced is either a member of 

Oppofition or an abfolute United Irifhman, en
deavours by an affeéted recommendation o f  the 
ineaiure to cry down and depreciate the pro
jected Union, the only chance of  this country’ s 

falvation ; premiling that, in order to give a 

higher relifh to his ridicule, he has had the ad- 
drefs to circulate a report with verV fuccefefuJ 
induftry that the work in queftion is the produc
tion o f  an Engliih gentleman of  coniideraljle 
talents who is an Irifh member o f  Parliament, 
and in high official fituation in Dublin Caftle. 
Indeed fuch has been the prevalence o f  this re

port, and fo well fimulated is th e m a fk  aiTumed, 
that on the rirft perufal I was fcarcely able to 

diftinguiih whether the Author was in earneft or 
not, and I am credibly informed that to this 

hour feveral well-meaning people continue in 
the erroneous opinion that he was fo.

I do not pretend to trace the progrefs o f  this 
facetious writer regularly from page to page, but 
fhall point out a few o f  his topics which appear 
to me fuffieient to deteófc at once the duplicity 
o f  the ftyle and the depth o f  the intention. He 
aüe£ts with great appearance of gravity through
out the entire pamphlet to denounce the exift- 
t n ce c f  the Iriih Parliament as the caufe of  the

late
* *

♦
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late rebellion and invafion, and lie draws from 
thefe principles once eiiablifhed an inevitable 

concluiion that the return o f  fuch'calamities is 
Only to be prevented by the annihilation o f  the 
caule of them. Here, indeed, latet anguis in 
HerLl. T h is  is the very language o f  the United 

Irifhmen.— T h e  fame poiitions, the fame infer
ences, are to be found faintly viiible in the»

fpeeclies o f  all the Oppolition members in E n g 

land and Ireland, and glaringly  confpicuous in 

every number o f  the Prefs, and Union Star ; 

avow ing  themfelves in the confefïïons o f  D o & o r  

M 'N e v in ,  proclaim ing themfelves in the mani- 
feftos o f  A rth u r  O ’ C onnor.  Is it not evident 

then that the A u th o r  in quellion is fuch as I have 

defcribed him ?— Is it not evident that by inli- 
diouHy inferring the neceflïty o f  an U n ion  from  

the corruption o f  the Irilli Legiflature, he in 

fa t td ir e & s  the attention o f  this deluded nation 

at one and the fame m om ent to the pretence o f  a 

Reform  and the project o f  a Separation ?— He 

never imputes the late calamities o f  this cou n 
try  to any thing but Parliament, and fo far 

from acculing  the prevalence o f  French princi

ples or the extravagance o f  French ambition as 
inftrumenral to our misfortunes, he never fpeaks 

o f  that abandoned n a tb n  without partiality and 

panegyric.  H e  cannot expert that lb flimfy au 

artifice muft not be feen th rough  by every dif- 

cern in g  man. Every  fuch man knows that his afi 

fertions and his arguments are equally unfounded; 

that his Majeily  lu s  every year iince his accef-

f ion



íion, returned thanks to the legiflature, for the 
patriotifm and loyalty of their conduct, and that 
both Lord Cornwallis and Lord Camden, have 
repeatedly declared (from the throne) that the 
difcotnfiture o f  the difaffected and rebellious, 
was entirely owing to the virtue, fpirit, and fa- 

gacity of  Parliament. It is well known 
that if  it was not a good Parliament, it 
would never pafs the intended Union, which 
is to be the falvation of the country, and which 
there is very little doubt, will be paffed by
2 great majority*— notwithstanding the fly oppo- 

fition, and affeóted fupport, of  fuch wolves in 
flieep’ s clothing, as the author of the pamphlet 

in queftion.
But this writer knew very well that his infe

rence was a nonfequitur ; that in truth the Union 
is to be conceded to Ireland, becaufe the Parlia* 
ment is a good one, and deferves to go to a bet
ter place— and that even if  the Legiflature, as he 
infinuates, was the caufe of our misfortunes, it 
evidently could not improve our condition, to re
move tilde reprefentative delinquents into a more 
remote theatre f o r  the exhibition of  their deprar 

vity, and give new temptation and opportunity to 
tranfgefs at a diftance from the controul and cen- 
fure o f  their conitituents ; he faw plainly, that

evervj

* T h e  event his falfified this predi&ion ; but it is well 
luîown tint ieveral of  th? infatuated Members of the Houfe ot 
Commons who oppofed the principle of this falutary meafure, 
ha' e declared that they were induced to do fo by this abomi
nable work. So far have the poifooous effets  o f  Arguments 

for and againfi an Union extended.

( *2 )
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every thinking mind would be f t ru c k b y  thedii-  
proportion of  the remedy to the evil, and would 

o f  itfelf precipitate into the real conclufion— that 
io abandoned a legiilature could only be cor

rected by radical reform, or complete diffoluti- 
on. T h u s  have I fatisfaôtorily proved, in this 

initance, that a concealed United Iriihmau has 
jefuitically aflumed the ftyle and character o f  a  

Joyal Englifhman, who does honour to our 

country by reprefenting it, for the bafeft and 

worft o f  purpofes.
It providentially happens, that the beft con

certed and beft executed fraud cannot lo n g  re

main undifcovered, and frequently i s t h e in f t r u -  
ment o f  difcovering itfelf. T h u s ,  reader, it is 

w orth  obferving, how artfully this difaffeóted 

fcribbier introduces an eulogy upon the French 

^Republic. Even the incorporating U nion, which 
is to be the falvation o f  the country, he affefts to re

commend principally upon the example o f  

Prance, well kn o w in g  that this ialutary meafnre 

ftands independently upon its ow n  intriniic m e
rits, and really feeking to depreciate its excel

lence by putting it upon an improper footing. 

V id e  page 8 o f  this work, where you  may find 

thefe words :— “  France has not only united to her- 

f d f j  and incorporated a great addition o f territory, but 
has rendered abfolutely dependent on her w ill ahmfl all 

the fmailer Jlates which fiirround her”  M a r k  the 

vile  and profligate infinuation, that the confe- 

quence o f  our  Union muft be an abfolute de

pendence o f  Ireland upon the w il l  o f  England,

whereas,
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whereas, every unprejudiced man knows, that, 
in faft ,  an Union is the only thing which can 

fecure the independence o f  Ireland, and enfure
the falvation of  the country. He proceeds_
“  Geneva is incorporated, Stivoy is incorporated, all the 
Auftrian provinces in Flanders, all the Germ infiatcs on 
thisf.de of the Rhine are incorporated, Spain is fu b je n ”  

& c. tfc . It would be difgufting to tranfcribe 
more o f  this naufeous hvpocrify. T h e  reader 
has already perceived the drift of  it. In the firft 
place, itfeeks, by thefe pretended comparifons, 
to excite an idle national pride, and to fug^eft to 

Ireland how little her cafe refembies that o f  G e 

neva, (which contains about 25,000 inhabitants) 
or Savoy, or any petty province, or conquered 
enemy. But Ireland will not be diverted from 
her great object by fuch 113ly fophifm ; /he knows 

her own greatnefs and diffimilitude to thofe af
f i r m in g  caricatures, and ihe adopts the Union 

upon its own intrinfic merits, and becaufe it is 
certainly to be the falvation of the country. T h e  fé
cond object is not lefs mifchievous, and indeed 
it was fcarcely to be expe&ed that any man could 

have the audacity to pronounce, even under the 
maik o f  this fcribe, an exaggerated and fulforae 
panegyric upon the enemies o f  his country. 
W e  all know very well for what purpofes certaiu 
perfons thought it proper to magnify all the ex

ploits o f  the French. T h e  invincibility o f  their 
troops was a confiant theme o f  declamation with 
the paragraph writers of the Prefs, and other 
coadjutors o f  this pamphleteer, at the time '.hofe

troops



troops were impatiently expected for tlie invafion 
o f  this country, and now that the Great Nation 

lias bren defeated in lier attempt to effeft an /*- 
ccrporatir.g Union with Ireland, the fame gentry  

find it expedient to renovate the hopes o f  their 
party ntter the late difippointment, and the 

wretch whom I am now employed in dete&inir, 

in his pretended recommendation o f  an Union, 
abf. l itely adopts the cant o f  French phrafeology, 

and t, Iks o f  eftablifhing an united empire, one 
anti ind r  ■■'bit.— Vide page <y. N or  are thefe the 

only  inftances in which the rebel vocabulary 
breaks through, and expofes the hypocrite. In 

page 1 1, the gentleman has thought proper to  

1 king i f  England rejides in another king- 
«inn— the ;oun :ls of the government o f  Ireland are 

fa m ed  in : v  Britifh cab.net— the government o f Ireland 

is aflua/ly adminijlered by a Bniijh Lord Lieutenant y 

w o  diflributcs the patronage oj the Crown— the lrijh 

Parliament isfubjeft to Britifh influence, and near one 

tniih n of the rents of this kingdom are annually ex

ported to a ljente es— nor can this inconvenience ceafe 
ivhtift affairs remain as at prefent.”  It fometimes 

happens to a man, on hearing particular th in g s ,  
to fancy he has heard them before, and to aik 

himfelf,  where did I meet this laft ? J u i l  fo did 

I feel upon perilling this paíTage. I rubbed m y  

eyes, but found it was not a dream ; for, oil 

ta k in g  down an old file o f  the Prefs, which  was 

m y  part o f  the plunder in ranfacking a rebel’ s 

houfe as a yeoman, I found not only the fem i

nisms, but the identical phrafes. T h e  w eak ar

gument

(  15 )
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rument by which he would thus injure the caufe 
o f  Union is this— that if  Engliih influence at 
prefent predominates, the tranfplantation of our 

legifiature will remedy the evil, and power, con- 
fequence, and government, will revert into Irith 
channels once more. He knew fuch an inference 
could not be fwallowed by any man at the outfide 
o f  Swift’ s hofpital, and thus, in fa6t, wounds 
the caufe, by an affe&ation of  unikiilfuily de
fending it. He knows it is his premifes that are 

falfe, that they are the mere cant and fabrication 
o f  the United Iriihmen, that Engliih influence 
does not predominate here, and that, in fact, an 
Union is made neceffary by the unpliant and 
ftubborn independence of the Irifh parliament, 

as he is forced afterwards to admit and to exem
plify by the muliih refiftance in which the faid 
parliament countera&ed the interelts of  the em
pire upon the queftions of  the Regency,*  and 

Commercial Propofitions.— Vide page 12 and 13. 
E veryon e  knows, that after an Union fuch raif- 
chievous inftances can never occur again, that 

this is the real motive for the meafure, and there
fore it was neceffary for this cunning incendiary 
to throw duft in our eyes upon the fubjeéh I 
ihall no longer, by difguifing my fentiments,
follow the example of  this fophift, whom I re

probate.

*  It is a melancholy reflexion that the events of  the 22d and 
«5th of  January, a f f o r d  another inftance of  the impraticable 

and obftinate ciiaraiter of the Iriih Parliament. As nothing 
contributed fo much to the defeat o f  the Minifter upon thois, 

occafions as the pamphlet o f  Arguments for anJagainfl aji I  nion, 

1 wifh the author, if  polSble, a quiet confcience.
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probate. I have hitherto hinted m y  opinion o f  
what lie is, and ihall now boldly avow m y fenti- 
ments as to who he is. I  have confulted feveral 

eminent political and literary perfonages, who 
all agree with m e in  difcovering in legible cha
racters the principles and fivle o f  a certain de
mocratic counfellor, the well known author o f  

Hardy Gurdy, and the Old L h n  o f England, and who 

has recently experienced the lenity o f  govern

ment, in being fuffered to baniih hjmfelf: and for 
the fake o f  his health, to make Lifbon the fcene 
o f  his exile- For fliame, M r. Samp/on! Is this 

gratitude ? Is this honor ? Is this a return for 
the mercy extended to you ? A n d  had y ou  no 

other way o f  thanking  my Lord Cornwallis,  than 
by oppofing the wifeft meafure o f  his g o v e rn 
ment, and by m aking  a travefty and caricature 
of his Secretary, the vehicle o f  your m alignity ?

—  This is one o f  the many proofs that rigid and 
effectual juftice ought,  long  lince, to have been 

executed upon the A u th o r  o f  the pamphlet in 
queftion.

It isalm oft below crhicifm to notice the pu er

ile and fchool-boy allegories, tropes, and meta

phors ot this author. Such, i f  a writer was 

/erious, m ight be coniidered as innocent relax

ations from reafoning, and fometimes happv, 

th o u g h  light, illuftrations o f  argument ; but 

w hen a g ib ing  fatyriû willies to counteract: this 

great nation, in her ftruggle  for fuch a conftitu- 

tional bleffing as the Union, it is evident that he 

juuft intend to ridicule both the country and the

B  meafure,
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meafure, by comparing her fucceffively to the 
S e v e n  United Provinces, to the Sabines, to a la
dy going to be married, a trader going into part- 
nerihip, and an aukward booby commencing 
his education. T o  the following paíTage I am 

not able, with candour, to deny the merit of  wit : 
I f  any per/on has a fan, uneducated, unimprcrvcd, and 
injured by bad habits and bad company, mordirto reme

dy thefe imperfections, would it not be hisfirjl endeavour 
to ejlablifh him in the bejlfocieties, and introduce him into 
the mod virtuous, the moft pol'ijhed, and mojl learned 
company, and i f  he could once reconcile him to fuch com
panies, and teach him to relijh their converfation, -would 
he not be certain of his fonrs improvement, and of his 

finally turning out to his credit and fatisfaüion.— (Vide 
page 8 . ;— This  I admit to be witty, irrefiftably 
amuiing ; no gravity can withfiand the idea oi 
Old Ireland going to fchool to England ; but 

while I pay this juft tribute to the humour o f  the 
writer, I once again, and once for all, proteft and 
exclaim, againft the ufe of  wit upon fuch occa- 
fions.— I truft there is too much good fenfe, or 
(as t h e  Rt. Hon. the Attorney General fays,) fpi- 

rit and honor, in this nation, to be difgufted, or 

in any other way diverted, from the great objeét 

o f  an incorporating Union, either by any ludi
crous or affrontive fimiles, or by the affe&ation 
of  ufing weak and trifling arguments in fupport 
of  it.— The real argument in fupport of  it, ftands 
upon a rock, and none but cloven-footed traitors 

pretend there is any other ;— I wiih it was the 
only, becaufe I am fure it is the befr, argument

ever
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ever advanced upon the fubjeft, and that is, that 
it will certainly be the falvation of the country.

A noth er  topic of*this work, I cannot pafs by 
w ith  the flight cenfure reluctantly impofed upon 
pardonable wit, and amufing bagatelle. ' It is o f  

a more ferious complexion, and betrays the fup- 
prelTed United Iriihman in every feature. T h i s  

Gentleman affects to recommend the U n ion  (but 

non tali auxilio, if?c.) as i f  it would preclude the pof- 

fibility o f  any future rebellion at home, or inva-» 

lion from abroad.— If  we believe him, the exift- 
tnce o f the lri/h Parliament conftitutes a difunited ftate  

c f  the Britijh Empire, which leaves a particular part o f  

it open to the attacks of France, and i f  that avenue o f  

difunion Jhould be clofed, then, & c . & c .— ( Vide page 

9 . )  Now we all know, that th o u g h  an U nion 

will  certainly be the falvation o f  the nation, yet 

it is impoffible that a new modification o f  a m oral  

relation, can produce any change in the phyfical 
fituation o f  the country. U n der  every poifible 

mode of connexion, the coaft muft remain in 

the fame geographical pofition as to France, and 

as to the probability o f  internal diiTention, the 

foolifh malecontents o f  this ifland, may, per

haps, be recruited by fome more foolilh malecon

tents, whom this fa lu tar y mealure o f  an U n io n  

may difguft, in confequence o f  fuch in i la m m a - "  

to ry  productions as the Pamphlet in queftion. 

T h ere fore  we muft admit, that th ou g h  an U n i

on  will certainly be the falvation o f  the country,  

yet it is poffible, and in rerum natura that after 

it is accomplilhed, there may be fuch a th in g  as

B 2 rebellion
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rebellion and invafion. What then does thiá'*  ^

Judas mean ? Evidently to lull us, and England, 
into a fatal fecurity on this important fubjeót :—  
T o  perf lade England o f  the phyfical impoffibilit/ 
o f  fuch events, and to give France an opportunity 
to elude our invincible fleets, and once more 
annoy our domeftic peace ;■— but it is impoffible 
I  fruit that the French can be fo eaiily gulled ; 
they have already fufFered pretty fmartly by 
faking the advice o f  our Author and his auxili* 

aries, and I appeal to every reafonable man, 
whether there is not every probability that even 
after an Union the gallant and generous nation 

o f  England will make upon a iimilar emergency 

as grear, or  nearly as great efforts to fave this 
country from invalion as it did before fuch art 

event was in contemplation. As all the Irifh 
militia will neceffarily and ipfo fafto become En* 
g lil"hmen, and the Proteftants become the majo
rity of  our people upon the eftablilhment o f  the 
Union, (vide page 26) it will of  courfe be ufelefs 
to fend over the Englifh militia as heretofore, and 
therefore probably that may not be done, bur I 

really cannot fee why the Engliih navy fhouM 
not fail to our ailiftance after this defirable event, 
— we know it did fo before very effectually, and 
therefore I think I may juftly conclude that as an 
Union was not then found neceiTary to bring the 
Engiifh navy to our fuccour, fo that (a3 far as 
men may conjecture about futurity) there is no 
great probability that there is any thing in an 
Union which will make it impoffibk iov the fame, 

thing to happen again.
I pafs



í pafs bv the idle and intentionally feeble in

ference drawn from the preference which the 
U nited States of  Am erica  gave to an incorpora
t in g  union over a federal one : but as I pais, 
muft obferve upon the artifice which this fly gen 
tleman difplays in recommending upon all occa

sions the example o f  avowed republicans to tins 

loyal nation. However, let me juft hint how 

little analagous the cafes are : in the firft place, 

after the fuccefs o f  the rebel arms all the States o f  
Am erica ftarted upon equal terms— no on* had 
any- thing to give up to another— there v.-as, 

therefore, no ftratum for the benefits of  an incor
porating union, whereas in our cafe Ireland has 

a feparate Legiflature eftablifhed for many 

centuries to furrender, and muft naturally e x 

pect the refulting benefits to be exa&ly in pro

portion to the lacrifice made, and perhaps it is 

o w in g  to this very circumftance, that A m erica ,  

notwithstanding all the advantages o f  an incor

porating union, and the interpolation of  the A t 
lantic, has remained fubjeit to French cabal and 

intrigue and all the n i fc h i t f j  reíulting from them ;  

whereas in Ireland, under all its peculiar cir- 
cumftances, an incorporating union muft certainly 

be the fahation of the country.—- T h is  M an in the 

M aik  has really palled by the only national ana

logy applicable. T h e  cafe o f  Corlica i& precifely 

in point. U pon  the acquisition of  that iiland in 

this war, England was weak enough to eftablifh 
a connection with it upon fuch federal principles 

as the prefent com ie d ion  with Ireland— an En-
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gliíh Viceroy and Corfican Parliament; and 
what was the event ? T h e  Goriican gem dropped 
out o f  the Britifh Crown al-moft as foori as it was 
fet there, wnereas had the union been incorpo
rate, without any Parliament at all, it would cer
tainly, as in Ireland, have been theJ'alvution of the 
country.

I know very well what he means by the intro
duction of  Scotland. I know he would fuggeft 
that England is divided from it as it was from

y a river, and from Ireland by a Tea ; 
but the fallacy o f  this dark and malignant infinu- 
ation is plain to the fimpleft underftanding. I f  
the truth be once efkiblifhed, diflance cannot 
ait'edl it. I f  it be true that an incorporated union

is advantageous for countries divided by a river
half a mile broad, the addition o f  another half 

mile will not alter the moral, though it does the 
phyfical, poiition. Therefore you may add ad 
infinitum, & c.  & c.  Q. E. D .  But as the Author 

remarks, example is the beft o f  arguments, and 

what more pregnant example can be conceived 

than the cafe o f  A m erica?  America was united 
to England by an incorporated union, that is, 
by an Ergli ih  Government without any Parlia
ment excei.t that at V/eilminiter, and though 
the entire Atlantic lay between them, no coun
try was ever more happy or profperous, or ad

vanced more rapidly in every delirable improve
ment, until the unnatural and profligate rebel

lion which broke out in the provinces, and 
which enckd in their feparation from the parent

country,



country, and which i f  any form o f  Government 

could have prevented, it w ould  have been that 
incorporating union, the bleffings o f  which fhe 

unmeritedly enjoyed, B ut  it is eafy to ki:o\v a 

certain perfon’ s fentiments o f  that unnatural re
bellion, who in page 19, panegyrizes the virtues 

o f  Wafhington, and the fag;icity o f  A dam s, and 

who if  the late dreadful rebellion had fuccteded 
here, would  have fpoken w ith equal fir.centv o f  

the virtues o f  Holt and the fagacity oi O ’ C onn or.  

In  fpeaking o f  Scotland, 1  know, too, that lie 

w ould  f u g g e f t t o o u r  minds difcouraging ideas: 

For inftance, that though E dinburgh has confi- 

derably improved fince the U nion, yet that the 
t w o  events frand not in the relation o f  caufe and 

efFeft to each other, and that fuch a city in the 

fame fpace o f  time m ult  at all events have ad

vanced. T h is  is certainly fiimfy, for w ho can 

tell what might have been the fituation o f  Edin

burgh at this day if  there had not been an union ? 

Moft probably the lu xu ry  that w o u ld  have been 
induced by the retidence o f  a Court and Legilla- 
ture would long before now have been its de- 

ftruótion, and it m ight at this hour be a heap o f

ruins.
H e alfo muft have wiihed to inflnuate that all 

the avenues o f  ambition and promotion being 

fortunately clofed in Scotland by the U nion, 

Scotfmen are proverbial emigrants, and are 

obliged to tranfplant themfelves into England, 

where their fuccefs in puihing their fortunes is a 

fource o f  endlefs ridicule and national jealoufy.
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and where in frite o f  all their pains in aííérting 

themfelves to be Britons and not Scotfmen, the 

farly  natives never- fail to remind them that they 
are not Englishmen. Certainly this is true ; but 

ho w  entirely does the application fail as to Ire

land, whofe natives have always been popular 

a s d  favourite characters in  England. W e  kn o w  

no jealoufy ever exifts jn the bofom o f  an E n 

glishman towards an Hibernian, and that the 

males and females o f  that liberal nation have al

w a y s  vied in paying compliments to their fortu

nate neighbours. Neither does the example o f  

Scotland militate againft our  adoption o f  an 

U n io n ,  for th o u g h  there have been two rebellions 

in 80 years, and th o u g h  in fpite o f  an incorpo

rating  U n io n  the French contrived to intrigue  

there lately, and M u ir ,  Palmer, and others^ 

preached republicanifm and the pike philofophy 

in  that happy province, yet we all kn o w  that 

aH this happened A F T E R  the U n ion ,  whereas 

in Ireland, the U n io n  being fubfequent to fuch 

misfortunes, muft completely extinguish the 

poffibility o f  their revival, and be in every fenfethe  

/(dvation o f the .country.

T come now' to the raoft unprincipled part o f  

this  w o rk .  E v e r y  body knows that one o f  the 

ftrongeft and moft unanfwerable arguments in 
favour o f  an U n io n  is that it muft o f  neceflity 

extinguish all religious animofities, and for ever 

filence the difcordance o f  feéïarious conflicts. 

For inftance, it is obvious that the Catholics
car.



can never hereafter complain o f  not participating 

in the conftitution, becaufe there will  be no con- 

ftitution l'or them to participate in ; and that they 

Avi 11 have nothing 10 aik from their Proteftant 

brethren, becaufe their Proteftant brethren 

will  have nothing to give  them ; and on the 

other hand, the Proteftants can have no alarm 
left their ,  privileges fhould be taken from  

them, when they w ill  have n o th in g  to

to be robbed of.------ T h is  equitable and natural

compofition o f  claims, w h ich  otherwife muft 

have clafhed in endlefs difcord, has almoft w ith 

o u t  an exception, reconciled both parties in a 

co m m o n  unanimity o f  approbation, to a mea- 

fure which demonftrably will be thefalvation of the 

country. B u t  how  does this abandoned hireling o f  

a defperate faction, endeavour to diftort this hap

py circumftance, and fruftrate fo deiirable a con- 

fummation ?

Forfooth he laments, w ith  hypocritical  quota

tion, in page 22, that it is a confummation devoutly 

to be wijhed, but never to be expefted ; and in order to 
tear open and fefter the gaping w ounds o f  his 

languilhing country, he labours to difguft both 

religions againil the U nion, by a f fe ih n g  to re- 

prefent it as exclufively advantageous to each.—  

H e  argues that each religion is to be bettered at 

the txp en ce  o f  the other, and that both muft 

gain,  becaufe each muft lofe.— T o  the Catholic 

he affects to fay, while the prefent order o f  things 

continues, the Proteftant Afcendancy muft be
C  maintained j
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maintained ;— there is no getting rid of  it— the? 
K in d ’ s Coronation Oath— the Teft Laws— the 
Conftitution in Church and State— -a!l ftand in 
your way ;— Government wifh to ferve you, but 
the Conftitution is a Gordian Knot o f  difficul

ties, and there is no way but cutting it afunder ; 

W h at  will fignify an Iriih A6t o f  Parliament, i f  

the Iriih Parliament itfelf is out of  the way ?—  
His JYIajefty can have no further fcruples about 

his oath, when his Iriih Parliament have made 

free with theirs ; in an Union all difficulties will  

vaniih, and then’vVho knows what the K in g  and 

Britifh Parliament, may hereafter do for you. 

T h is  is a juil  paraphrafe o f  the topics he addreffes 
infidioufly to the Catholics— for this very pur- 

pofe, that they ihould fee the tendency o f  his fo- 
phifms, and be prejudiced againft that Union,. 
which is to be 'the falvationof the country. T o  the 

Proteftants he fays, the Catholics are the majori
ty now— nothing but an Union can make them 

the minority. For though four Catholic Irifh- 

men, are mere numerous than one Proteflant 
Irifhman, yet i f  to the latter you add ten Proteft- 

ant Engiiihmen, the Proteftant Iriihmen will 

then exceed the Catholic Irifhmen, in the pro
portion o f  eleven to four.— Haften then, to 
work  this film, and avail yourfelves ot political 
arithmetic— Befides, your T ru e  Blue politics are 

going out o f  fafhion— (b'idepage 52)— Who will 
be a guarantee o f that fyjlem, and whom will it content ? 

"The Catholics will not acquiefce in its propriety— A  party 

o f Protejlants in Ireland, term it unjuft and abftird—
another
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Another party in England term it by fouler names, great 

leaders in Oppofition, pijfibly the future Minijiers o f  

England, may condemn it, qnd fame members of the 
Brit ifh Cabinet are J'uppofed to be adverfe to it. Its Jla~ 

bility may depend upon accident, upon the death o f a 
ftngle c/uirafter, upon the change o f  a m in i ft er, or the 

temper o f a Lord Lieutenant ; the policy o f  this fyfleiu 

is much doubted by the people of England, and "while 

your Parliament exifts, you are neverfecure againft fuch  
contingencies.— A n d  again, in page -2.6— Great B ri

tain is not pledged upon any fpecijicprinciple to [apport 

one f e d  in Ireland, more than another— I know not by 

what tiejhe is debarred from offlftir.g the Catholics, while 

the kingdoms remain fcparate— that is, in other 

words,  perhaps in the next rebellion, the E n g -  

lifh may join the Catholics againft the Prate {fonts. 

N o  com panion  is too ludicrous for fuch traih 

as this, and indeed I am fatigued with ferious re- 

fentment againft fuch abfurd profligacy. It is like 

an old finner, clapping two boys on the back, 

to make them break.each other’ s heads, w hile  he 
runs away with  the prize for w h ich  they contend. 

It is like a fraudulent groom  porter, proclaim

in g  the odds in favour o f  one gambler,  while  he 

whifpers them in favour o f  the other— or a fharp- 

er looking  over, and adviiing one hand, w hile  

lie is m ak in g  ligns on his lingers to the adverfu- 

r y .  It is impudently, and for di fa fleeted pur- 

pofes, reprefenting G overnm ent as an A u é ï io n -  

ier,  fetting the blefllngs o f  an U nion up to a p u f f  

auction, threatening the Proteflants that they 

ijvill be outbid by the Catholics, and the Catho-

C  3 , lies
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]ics that the Proteftants will  get the market ; and 
prefumptuoufly imputing to Lord Cornwallis’ s 
adminiftration, the abominable and Machiavelian 
principle o f  divide Í£> imptra, which is in reality 

the badge o f  the United Irifhmen, and other 
confederates of that audacious pamphleteer.—  
A  gang o f  fwindlers in London (a place noto
rious for fuch gentry) hired an alley which com

municated from one public ftreet to another. A t  
each end ftood one o f  the gang, and vociferated 
“  Walk into the auction, great bargains, walk into, 
the auftiony T h e  deluded pafiengers, who were 

quietly going the broad way to St. Paul’ s cathe

dral, liftened to the voice o f  the charmer, and 
ilepped in ; while, at the other fide, the equally 

deluded croud going  through Ave-Maria-lane 
did the fame. W h a t  was the confequence ? T h e y  

knocked their heads together in the dark, and 

the remainder o f  the robbers picked the pockets 
o f  both. Such would be the defpicable images 

juftly applicable to the Britifh nation and cabinet, 
i f  this fhamelefs fcribbler was a true reprefenta- 

tive o f  their fentiments, but we know very well 

the magnanimity o f  that nation and cabinet in 

conceding this Union to Ireland, which is to be 
the falvation of the country, and we will not be in

flamed by fuch fcandalous mifreprefentation. 
W e  know that government is incapable o f  fuch 
monflious and depraved duplicity as to fay to 

the Catholics, emancipation can never be granted 
till there is an Union ; and to fay to the Protef

tants, emancipation can never be refufed till
v ’ ....................  there



there is an U n ion .  In the treating o f  this topic 

the rebel blood breaks out in fpite o f  every con

cealment— V ide  page 19. T h e  old inflamma

tory topic is put forvyard, that nine-tenths of the 

property o f Ireland are in the hands o f Brtijh defccn- 
dants, and that thefe Proteftants thus poffijjing nine- 

tenths of the property, are only one-fourth of the in
habitants in number, and have been obliged to rely upon 

Britijh ajfiftan.ce for the prefervation o f their property 

and exiftence. T h is  once more, as in a former 

pafTage, fuggefts to the Catholic Iri111 the defpe- 

rate projeit which the United Iriihmen have ever 

proclainled as the only chance o f  recovering their 

rights, a feparatjon from England, and yet the 

fame man who urges this argument o f  the Ca

tholic numbers as concluiive upon the occafion, 

afte&s in another paiTage to recommend an 

U nion upon the fpecific merits o f  its annihilat

in g  that argument altogether— V id e  page 26. In  

the event o f  an Union the Catholics would lofe the 

advantage of the argument of numbers which they at 

prefent enjoy. B ut,  alas, this is not mere non- 
fenfe— human wickednefs is equal to fuch a 

flight, though human folly is not. T h e  fophift 

w ell  knew , that the inferences founded upon the 

numbers o f  the Catholics are no more atfeiSted by 

the numbers o f  the Englifh  Proteftants than by 

the number o f  D utch ,  Swifs or A m erican  P ro 

teftants, and that before and after an U n ion ,  

whether the Englifh nation were Jews, T u r k s ,  
cr  Anabaptilts, the Catholics in Ireland w ou ld  

continue the majority o f  the people, and all ar-
' g u m e n ts
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gumcnts and expectations drawn from that fait, 
whether juftly or otherwife, remain precifely as 
before. But this is neither more or lefs than a 
hint to the difaffe&ed part o f  the Catholics, to 
turn this fophifm to their own purpofes. It 
teaches them to fay— if  we are the minority of  

the empire, the danger o f  our claims, which re- 
iults from our numbers, and with which you alarm 
the Proteftant, vanifhss ; and i f  we are the ma
jority, you eitablifh our right to emancipation, 
upon the very fame principle that you eftabliih 

the rights o f  the Proteftants. V ide  page 23. 
Every ftate ought to eftabli/h that religious fe d  which 
is moft mimerons.

In page 53, already cited, among other 
dangers incident to the Proteftant interefrf 

while the legiflatures remain feparate, we 
find that its ftability may reft upon accident, 

upon the death o f  a Jingle character. T h e  word 
fmgle is printed in italics. Reader, reftrain you r  

indignation when this is explained to you. It is 

generally conceived, in confequence of  the mif- 
reprefentations o f . the United Iriihmen, that his 

prefent Majefty is hofiile to a further emancipa

tion o f  the Iriih Catholics, but that the heir appa

rent to the crown entertains different fentiments 
upon that fubjedh Obferve, then, this incendi
ary, with affeóted zeal for the ellablifhed religion, 

running the king’ s life againlt the Proteftant af- 

çendancy, but, in reality, fuggefting to the Ca
tholics the fhort cut to the accompliihment o f  

their wifhes. It required more than ordinary 
prcfumption to introduce into a work, affe&ing

- tq



\

ío recommend that meafure which is to be the f i l i a 
tion o f the country, the blafted ailaffinafion princi
ples o f  the Union Star, and to point out the be

loved father o f  his people to his loyal fubjeéts as 

an obftacle to their profpeds, w h ich  only can be 

removed by the termination o f  his life. In
deed the mifcliievous principle which  pervades 

the whole w ork  is (to ufe a colloquial expréffion) 

the putting bad things into one’ s head, under the fub- 

tle pretcnce o f  doing general good. It reminds 

i n e o f a  familiar, th o u g h  innocent illuftration. 

Som e college ftudents were inflicting the difci- 

pline o f  the p u m p  upon one o f  thofe unpopular 

characters called a bailiff, w h o  had been detected 

in  violating the academic fanftuary. A  fenior 

fellow who was. a fpefiator o f  the puniihment, 

and who, though bound to enforce collegiate de

corum , entéïtaiiled the ufual antipathy to the 

fh er i f f ’ s o f tc ^ 1,1’ exclaimed, “  fye, lads, don’ t 

be cruel, d o i i ^ i ^ l ' t h e  man’ s ear to the pum p.”  
T h e  youths, w ho f&d not before thought o f  this 

improvement, thanked the preceptor for his hint, 

and the unhappy viétim  was accordingly  affixed 

to the infiniment o f  his difgrace.*

In page 3 1 occurs a paffage worthy o f  obfer- 

vation.— “  It does not follow, that i f  an Union were

made

*  It has been long fufpe&ed that the author o f  Arguments fo r  

and againji an Union, was not entirely ignorant o f  the Union 

Star. J fliould fcorn to infult exiled and humbled guilt, if 

the bafe trick o f  imputing the firft w ork  to M r. C o ok e ,  did 

noc warrant every fcverity. It is o f  a ‘piece with the Englifh 

Oppo k ionla ft  year, accufing the Iriih Government o f  vvri< 

t t i < c  L *• ion Star themfelves.

(  31 )
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made, that the government o f Ireland would be lefs v i
gilantly adminiftered ; it would probably be adminiftered 

with more attention, becaiifc it would be lefs dftrailed  

by the bufinefs of party and o f parliament, and for the 

fame reafon it would be adminiftered more impartially 

In  the firft place, this is a m alignant and flander- 

ous calum ny againft governm ent in general,  and 

not merely infirmâtes, but proclaims that g overn 

m ent hitherto has not only  not been adminiftered 

v igilantly  and impartially, but has been diftrafled. 

In  that general ilander is alfo included m uch pri

vate defamation o f  M ajor  Sirl*, Infpe&or Shee, 

M r .  G r e g g ,  the gaoler o f  N ew gate ,  M r.  Juftice  

Sw an, and other active and cool officers in the 

executive  departm ent.*  Secondly, it im pudently  

aflerts that fuch the m ifconduéï and frenzy o f  g o 

vernment is o w in g  to that v e r y  patriotic parlia

m ent w h ich  is about to pafs a m ça fu re /o r  the faU  

vation of the country ; and thirdly, it feeks to 

inflame and f t i r u p t h e  good.people o f  E n gland  

againft their legiflature, by advancing an a r g u 

ment w hich ,  i f  pufhed, w o u ld  conclude againft 

the exiftence o f  all parliaments whatfoever, and 

a t  once demonftrate the pre-eminent fuperiority 

o f  an abfolute m onarchy, not difturbed by any 

dftraftions but its o w n. T h i s  fophift well knew  

the m a x im — ■* he w ho proves too m uch proves
nothing

7: T h e  fly hint again il M r .  C o o k e ,  whofe fervices in this d e 

partment no one can fay enough of, is alfo obvious- Iudeed 

it is pretty plain that M r.  C o o k e  is no friend o f  the author o f  

Arguments fo r  and agai?ijl an Union, and whatever be the .caufe* 

he has done him ali the mifchie f  in his power. O n e  would 

fuppofe that this Gentleman had committed him.
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nothing and with affe&ed fimplicity expdfes 

himfelf to the application o f  i t . 'B u t ,  in truth, it is 
very  pofîible that the mixed government may be 

belt for England, and the pure executive for Ire

land. However, even though it were to be admitted 
that the liberty o f  the fubjedt is fecured by the re- 

fponfibility w hich  the executive owes to the le- 

giilative, Vet the Britiih executive w ho w il l  

hereafter govern this country, undijlrafted by an 

Irifh parliament, being compofed o f  men o f  ho

nor, they will find themielves bound in honor to 

feel that relponfibility encreaied, in proportion to 

the diftance at which it refides, and therefore, in  

fact, the principles o f  the Irifh Conftitiition, m o v 

in g  in an orbit more remote from the focus o f  the 

prerogative, will  be attracted thereto in the en- 

cieafed ratio o f  their own centrifugal fofce. B e-  

iides, i f  hereafter any iil-advifed Lord Lieute

nant fliould be tempted to m ake any u n co n ft i tu -  

tional attempt in his Governm ent,  a d ireit  ap

peal can be made upon the fubjetf,  with a reafon- 
ably fair wind to the Parliament o f  the empire, 

in about four days, and as from the encreaied 

numbers o f  imperial fenators, there will  be m u ch  

m ore  time for public bufmefs, than formerly, 

there may be always expefted a debate, and fat is- 

fa& ory  determination upon the fubj-tf ,  to be 

k n o w n  in., Ireland, (wind and weather lîill per

m itt ing)  in about ten days more, unlefs it fhould 

unfortunately happen to be the time o f  the Seffion 

allotted for Meafures o f  Finance, o r  Englifh  

T u r n p ik e  Bil ls ,  and in the interval, w h a te v e r

D '' little



little encroachment has been made by the prero

gative, will only  have been de bene effey and the 

fame inftance will  probably not recur, foon after 

the law has been fettled upon the fubjeit.

In page 48,- this difaffeéted man almoft open

ly  charges G o v e rn m e n t  with taking  advantage 

o f  a feafon o f  war and conftriion, to force an 

U n io n  upon the Iriih people, whereas, in truth,, 

that very circumftance demonftrates- the magna

nim ity  o f  G reat  Britain, inafm uch as the great

er are o u r  calamities,, the greater is our  neceik- 

ty for a meafurc which  is to be the falvatw i of 

the country.— B u t  m ark  the manner o f  this llai> 

der. A s to a time of war, it is true that the Volun- 

teers took advantage o f the embarrafsments o f Great 

Britain in the laft war, to offert the Independence o f our 

Parliament.— It is likewife true, that the United IriJIt- 

men in the prefent war, have taken advantage of the 

fuppnfed weaknefs o f  Great Bntainr to play the game c f  

Separation.— When, therefore', enemies o f the empire take 

advantage o f a time o f  ̂ ar and embarrafsment to effet7  its 

ruiiiy we fhould turn againfl them their own game, and 

viakeufe o f a time o f  war, to eftablifh its jecurity* 

W h a t  is this but to fay the V olunteers  were no bet1- 

ter than the United Irilhmen, and .nat Lord C o rn 

wallis ’ s governm ent is as bad as either o f  themv 

O bferve  the generallhip o f  this mafterly pofition 

— he pofts his favourite corps, the United Irifl> 

m en, in the centre, and flanks them  with the 

Volunteers, '  and L o rd  C ornw all is ’ s adminiiirati- 

o n .— He know s too h o w  popular the m em o ry  

o f  the Volunteers is w ith  all loyal fubjects in the
çoim try*

(  34 )
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(eountrv, and that the Lord Chancellor, and aH 

th e  great officers o f  ftate, are proud to have be

longed in their yourh, to that immortal aiTocia- 
tion ; and yet in fo many words, he ftiles them  
the enemies o f the empire, %iiho took advantage o f  a time 

o f  war and embarrafsvient, to ejfctl its ruin.— Can the 

views o f  this difguifed traitor be any longer dif- 

guifed ?

In the fame manner that he has halloed the P ro 

mettants againtt the Catholics, in the hopes o f  their 

jo in in g  in a com m on cry  againft the falutary 

meafure which is to be the fahaiion e f  the coun- 
4ry, has he endeavoured to com m it all the dalles  

of  fociety in pernicious jealoufies againft each 

other,  the Lawyer againft the Merchant, the M a n  

o f  Landed Property againft both the C le rgy  and 

the DilTenters, and the D u b lin  C it izen  againft the 

Inhabitant o f  C ork.  T o  all thefe feveral defcrip- 

tions, he fucceffively affeóts to demonftrate their 

peculiar and exclulive  advantages, at the expenfe 
o f  all the reft, in the corrupt expectation o f  uni

t in g  them all (as I forefee will  be the cafe,) in one 

com m on oppofition to the meafure. T h i s  man 

for his ow n  abandoned purpofes, would fet the 

t w o  breafts on the fame bofom againft each other. 

To demonftrate (fays he) to the Clergy the advantage o f  

an Union, would be loft labour indeed. ( Vide page 37 .J  

A n d  yet, (in page 56) he affeds to give  as the 8th 
A rtic le  o f  the U nion, an arrangement w ith  refpedt 

to  tythes.— W e  all k n o w  what an arrangement 

♦hat fa d io u s  crew to which he belongs w o u ld  

piake in  that refpeft— He wifhes to difguft the

jD 2 Rebels
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Rebels againft an union, which is to be fo advan
tageous to the Clergy, and to terrify the Clergy 
frotn a meafure which is to be accompanied by 
an arrangement with regard to tvthes ; one would 

fuppofe he did not expedt any one would read his 
whole pamphlet, bat that each part would be itu- 
d iedbv thofe it was intended to miflead. In one 
and the fame page (32,) he affeits to conciliate the 
DiiTenters, by urging inducements ir re c o n c i l 

ably contradi&ory. T h e y  too, like the Catho
lics, are to be appeafed with a burnt-offering o f  

tythes— they too, like the Proteftants, are to be 
reinforced numerically, by the accefiion o f  Scotch 

and Engliih DiiTenters ; and yet, in the fame 
page they are told, that the inevitable confequence 

o f  the meafure, muil be the annihilation o f  their 

feft, and their necefiary m erging in the mafs o f  

the Proteftarfts. T h e  author knew that no man 
writing in a ftrain o f  fuch profligate inconfjilen- 

cv, could be fuppofedto be in earnefl, and he ad- 
vifedly, at once fubjeCts the meafure of  an Union, 
to reprobation, and the defence o f  it to ridicule. 
In page 2,j ,  the temporal peers are infidioufly re
minded, that nothing will be left to them but 

their properties ; and are infultingly informed, 
that being allowed to retain their properties, will 
be more than a compenfation for the lofs o f  their 

confequence ; while the fpiritual peers are told, 
that they will be amply recomptnced by the ftcunty gn)en 

' to their Diocefan Rftates, and to the general mterefis of 

the Church ;— and what is that feçurity, and what 
are thofe interefts ?— T h a t  defertion o f  the Pro-

teftant

( 3« )
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teftant intereft, ai*l that arrangement o f  tythes 

w hich  are promifed to the Catholics and Diifenr 

ters as the reward o f  their acquiefcence. It is 

eafy to fee that the fame unprincipled attempt is 

made in the pailage addreiled to C ountry  G e n 
tlemen, and that they are fcarcelv mentioned in 
the pamphlet <_x:ept for the purpofe o f  invidiou s  

clarification, and o f  (hewing them th e i j  interefts 

a s  contradiftinguifhed from the profeflion ot the 

law and the mercantile com m unity  ; whereas in 

truth all ranks, trades, and profefHons are equal

ly  concerned in this momentous meafure.
T o  the merchants the A u th o r  evidently infi- 

nuates w ith  his charadieriftic artifice that none 

o f  the expeóted commercial advantages are ne- 

çeiTarily connected with an Union, and that in 

the prefent fyftem o f  connexion a liberal and ho- 

neft policy on the part o f  E ngland w ould  com 

municate this participation o f  privileges as effec

tually as under any other modification o f  the r e 

lation between the two countries. T h i s  is evi

dent by the infnuiations in pages 38, 39, and 40, 
that the Engliih  will  never confume 1 1'i111 corn, 

until  there be a Union ; that they will  violate nati

onal faith in regard of th e lr i i l i  linen m anufacture 

unlefs there be an Union ; that unlefs that meafure 

takes place they w ill  never make ufe o f  the great 

canals which  thsy have extended to Liverpool 

and other weftern ports, but like the d o g  in the 

manger,  will  deny the enjoyment of  thefe bene

fits both to us and themfeives. T h is  nonfenfe 

çould never have been written with any v iew  b u t

that;
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that o f  fomenting national jealoufy, and repre- 
fenting the magnanimous nation o f  England as a 

/nonfter o f  mean injustice, and cruel illiberality. 
T h is  nonfenfewould reprefent our generous neigh
bours bu yin g  our Conftitution with their C om 

merce, commuting their fubitantial advantages 
for our illufory pride, and .content to injure 

themfelves provided they degrade us. Whereas 
every one knows the reverfe to be true. It is 

well underftood and univerfally believed that the 
Lnglifh have long determined upon the moft li

beral equalization o f  the commercial privileges 
o f  both nations ; that fuch an event is by no 

means dependent upon the meafure o f  anjUnion, 
but concurrent with it, and that the only reafon 

for m aking the two circumftances cotemporary 
is the wifh o f  heaping favour upon favour till 
the compliment overpowers us.

T h is  refervation o f  the one boon until it cat? 
be accompanied by the other, is evidently the d ig 
nified and munificent intention of  Great Britain, 

and as nothing manifefts an handfome intention 
fo much as a handfome manner, it particularly 

appears from the guarded and delicate filence 
preferved upon the quantity, degree and nature 

o f  the commercial bleilings in referve for us ; not 

affronting this great nation by a mean numerical 
detail o f  paltry items, but enveloping the be

nefice in an indefinite mylterioufnefs, fo as to 
take us bv furprile, and confound us, as it were, 
b y  the magnitude o f  advantages which we had 
l*p opportunity o f  calculating. It is important,

therefore.



therefore, that this unfortunate Scribe fhould 

not be fuffered to raifreprefent this matter. In
deed, w icked as his infinuations are, they have 

not the merit o f  originality : I remember on the 

debate o f  the Irifh Propolitions in the Englifh  

Houfe o f  Com m ons another factious character, 

M r .  Fox, faid with epigrammatic affectation, 

I  would not give the Commerce o f England for the Con- 

ftitution of Ireland : < It is not the thing I  wi/h to pur- 

thafe, nor the price 1 w'ijh to pay, T h is  tooliih and 

reprobated notion o f  com prom ife,  where there is 

nothing  but munificence on one hand and grati

tude on the other, is adopted by the pamphleteer, 

but, I truft, is now  fufficiently expofed. T h e  
rational Irifh merchant k n o w s  that the U n ion  is 

to be the fdvation o f the country, and that is as 

m u c h  as he wifhes to kn o w  about it. T h e  opi

nion I have here combated is prcffed by the ene

mies o f  both nations for obvious purpofes. T h e  
benefits to be acquired by an U nion  m u li  be 

either fuch as are obtained by compact between 

the countries,  or fuch as are the natural opera

tion and refult o f  the iaeafure itfelf. N o w  in 

this cafe the advantages to be contracted for, 

whether for D u b l in ,  C ork,  W aterford, L im e 

r ick ,  or G alw ay,  are altogether out o f  the quef- 

tion, inafmuch as they are all equally attainable 

under  the prefent connection,. and as the two 

countries are already imperially connected, there 

could  be no honelt or rational motive affignable, 

■why they are not at prefent imparted, (efpecial- 

Jy as fuch benefits could continue only w hile  the

c o n n e x io n

( 39 )
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connexion exifts) except the generofity o f  B r i
tain wiihing to make, each kindnefs more valuable, 

by g iving  them all at once. But becaufe that dè- 
fcription o f  advantage is out of  the queftion, we 
always* hear o f  it from the enemies o f  the mea
fure, who entirely overlook, or affeét to do fo, 
the benefits which naturally refult from the mea

fure itleif, which flow from the mere fait o f  

U nion, and are created fnnply by the transfer o f  
iegiflation. It would be ufelefs to detail the par
ticulars of fuch benefits, honorable confidence 

has already given credit for them, and fceptical 
^ cre d u lity  is proof againft convi&ion. A  few 

o f  thofe which the tranfplantation o f  Parliament 
muft inftantly, and o f itfelf,\ generate, are, the 

total oblivion o f  all religious animofities, the im

mediate converfion and repentance o f  the United 

Irifhmen, the multiplication o f  the Proteftants, 
and confequent fatisfaâion o f  the Catholics, the 

ruih and influx o f  Englifh capital into this peace
able and contented country, the improvement o f  
agriculture, by the brotherly and edifying inter- 
courfe o f  Englifh and Irifh farmers, the diminu

tion o f  abfentees and taxes, the reduction o f  an 
* x  pen five {landing army, the improvements o f  
the metropolis, peace with the French, and glory 
with the world !— Thefe are but a few of  the blef- 
iings neceíTarilv connected with the iimple fadr 
o f  changing the feat o f  legislation. Bleflings 

innumerable, and which only can be defcribed by 

faying, that the meafure mwft be the fahathn of the coun
try.

I am
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I am forry to find that it is not unneceffary to 

caution this credulous country, againft the aiti- 

fice o f  this difaffected hypocrite.— 1 lament, that 

iinee thefe fheets were begun, his fubtie and ma

lignant poifon has taken effect, in one member 
o f  the national body.— I lament that a defcription 

o f  men, whom I refpect fo m uch as the Bai o f  

Ireland, has not been able to refill the infection, 

and I have the vanity to regret, that they had ir

reparably erred, before this publication could 

appear, to warn them o f  their danger. 

However, m y refentment to the dupes merges 

in  m y fuperior indignation againft the impoftor, 

and candour compels m e to remember, that if 

it were not for the audacious pamphlet in quef- 

tion, moil: probably 166 Irifh lawyers would ne

ver have difgraced their profefiion and them- 

felves by publicly  denouncing to the nation a 

meafure which  tr to be the falvation oj the 

country. T h i s  libeller knew  the firings upon 

w h ich  to touch the profeffion, and by affecting 

to rcprefent their poilible objections to an U n ion  

as frivolous, has, in reality, made them the fub- 

jecft o f  the livelieft anxiety and irritation. T h ir ty -  

two independent and public fpirited characteis 

have certainly refcued the Bar from univerfal 

opprobrium  ; they may be confidered by an om i

nous coincidence o f  numbers as fo many county 

reprefentatives, and in that refpect, as fpeaking 

(ex cathedra) the fentiment o f  the k ingdom — but 
it is melancholy to fee the extended corruption oi 

166 men, all influenced by the expectation of
E  fitting

"  '  ¥  -
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fitting in parliament, and defperatelv mouopo-" 
Jizing- -more than half the reprefentation of  the 
people, and upon this bafe and-feliiilv principle 
refilling the falvation of their country. God 

knows there were lawyers enough before in the 
Houfe o f  Commons,, as- the writer truly has 
ftated (page 35,) a formidable phalanx. O f  our 

300 members there are no lefs than 17 pracftifing 
barrifters» and at leaft a dozen more, who,, 

though they never followed the trade, were bred 
to that unconflitutional profeilion. This  is bad 

enough, but no honefi Irifhman can be fuffici- 
ently grateful for the prevention of  166 more 
from fitting in the next parliament. It is la

mentable to fee the beft and moft- refpeéïable 
characters ftoop before the idols o f  ambition.. 
Even M r. Saurin, who, during * Lord Cam

den’s adminiftration, was in his cool fenles, and 

refilled the office o f  Solicitor General and a feat 
in parliament,, lias fuffered his quiet and fobcr 

intellect to be inflamed by the artful infinuations 
o f  this rebel in dilguife, and has for ever iolt 
his reputation with his country and profeifion* 
3nd for what ? For the idle fpeculation o f  fit
ting at the head of 166 lawyers in the next 

Houfe o f  Commons. T h is  pail'age in the pamph
let was intended for more than the Bar. The 
author flily reminds us (page 34) that it-is the 

habit o f  Irifh gentlemen to educate their Ions as

lawyers*.
*  That  nobleman U 'S j  Weak enough to treat the profeilion 

o f  the law with refpeft, and their armed aiTociation with af
fection, but the more vigorous intelle<5h, which diftinguiflies 
the adminjfiration of  his fuccsflor has appreciated the bar 
: 3-d the yeomanry with more juftice.

( 42 )



-lawyers, and by this hint that there is fcireely a 

gentleman’ s family in the kingdom  which has not 

'fome dear connection in the profeflion, he hopes 

to engage the whole clafs ot our gentry in one 
com m on  refentment with thofe whom he exclu- 
iivelv appears to inflame, w hile  he makes fure o f  

the indignation ol both by one round aflertion, 

(page 35) .that what is bad for the Bar, mujl> of 

tiecefity, be good for the countryu A noth er  moft 

deep, and, indeed, ingenious fcheme, in order 
to deter the B ar  from an.Union, is a pofitive de

nunciation, that, in the event o f  .an .Union, 

there will be abler judges upon the bench than at 

prefent. Vide page 35. "1  his had the delired effect 

with  M r.  Saurin,iVIi- D u q u erv ,  M r.  Fletcher, M r.  

P lunket,  and fome other Irifh fmaitterers in law. 

T h is  was an evil, the profpeCl ot which  they 

Æould not bear. T h e y  find it eafy now to huin^ 

bu g  Lords Kilwarden and Carleton, and Ju d g es  

D ow nes,  Chamberlaine, Smith and G e o r g e .  

T h e y  can hood-wink Lord Y e lverto n  at Nil! 
Prius, and in Equity  the facility and foftnefs o f  

L ord  Clare is fo proverbial, that the lowed at<- 

tornies daily out-wit and over-reach him. B u t  

there would be an end to this hopeful trade if the 

bench were filled with abler judges, as in the 

event o f  an Union, from the fuperior learning 

o f  the Englifh bar, there is every probability 

jt would. *
T h e
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T h e  notion o f  young adventurers who have little 
Jlakein thé country, but a facility of /peaking on every 
fubjeft, (page 35) was not intended to affront the 
bar, xas might at firft appear, but to excite their 

emulation, and ftimulate their ambition, and it 
unfortunately has had the defired effeft. The  
bar mu ft have obferved inftances o f  young ad

venturers from another nation, who had no ftake 
in this country, or any other, and no facility of  

fpeaking upon any fubjeft, but merely a facility 
1 o f  writing, (and that too with clerical errors) up

on fome fubjedls, who yet contrived to rife from 
the loweif, to the higheft, fituaiions ; and they 
inferi ed, that they ought not to be excluded from 
Juch pretenfions, merely becaufe they are G en 
tlemen by birth and education.

1 he truth is incontrovertible, though it appears 
in the pamphlet in queftion, and that is, that the 
bar are too fond o f  politics. Shortly before the 
French came to Bantry Bay, the bar, in a political 
fury, took up arms, which they have not yet laid 
down , and, under the vain idea c f  defending the 

country, they not only wailed their own time, but 
infpired all over the kingdom a (imilar and gene
ral idlenefs. In the time of the rebellion this mif- 
ch ie fw asat  its height, and no man could get his 
bufintfj out o f  the hards o f  a lawyer. He was 
never to be found at home, but indulging upon 
guard, or diffipatirig in cam p; and 1 am con
vinced, ii, tor near fix months, the attornies had 
not been equally indolent, that the complaints of  

clients would have been innumerable. But

this*
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this, though inconvenient to others, was, moft 

o f  all, inconvenient to the United Irifhmen, and 

hence the refentment and venom o f  this hack
ney fcribe.— Hinc illœ lachryma However, I truft 
the bar will come to their fenies* though for a 

mom ent led away by this profligate fophift. I 
truft they will, even i f  againft their own intereft, 

concur heartily in a meafure which mu/i be the 

falvation of the country. But,  even their moft 

fellifh iqterefts, in m y apprehenfion, muft be 

promoted by an Union. T h e  Irifli gentlemen 

who will emigrate for the good o f  their coun

try, muft borrow m oney to fupport the expence 

o f  Englifh liv ing, upon mortages o f  their Irifli 

property. T h is  muft multiply foreclofure caufes, 
and the encreafe o f  eje&ments, and other ac

tions for non-payment o f  rent in the city D u b 
lin will be incalculable.

I pafs by, w ith  contempt, the inflnuation in  

(page 39,) that this popular meafure is, in the 

city o f  D ublin ,  to be fupported by force, as 

being the head-quarters o f the army.|| T h e  city o f  

Dublin  will derive more benefits from  this mea

fure than m y fhort limits will  fuffer me to enu
merate. Its beauty (to mention but one iu- 

ftance) w ill  be confiderably contributed to by 

the defirable introduction o f  Rus in Urbe in 

feverul parts o f  it. T h is ,  together with the as

certained advantage which D u b lin  muft derive, 

after the Union, by getting rid, altogether, o f  

that riotous and troublefome defcription o f  men,

the
H T h e  appointment of  Colonel Coote to the command o f

the Q u e e n ’s C ou n ty  Militia, is a demonftration that coercion 
is not intended. »
)- j \j .i



the mannfaóhirers in the Earl of  Meath’ s liberty, 
demonftrates, that, in fpite o f  this flagitious 
frebrand’ s iniinuations, this city will be bene
fited bv an Union as much as Cork, or Water
ford, or any other place in the kingdom* I 
touch, with equal contempt, upon the crafty 

hint, that parliament is incompetent to its own 

d'iiTolution. He repeats the fophifm of  Roufleaif 
in defence o f  fuicide— that reafon being given to 
man to atchieve happinefs, he has a right to de- k 
ftrov himfelf whenever it tells him that death is 

preferable to life. He knows that delulive ar
gument was caiily anfwered by Rouileau him
felf, and therefore urges it as a mock defence 

for what he hints to be a political fuicide. T h e  

o-bjedl o f  Parliament, fays he, is general good. 

N ow  i f  genera I good is attainable by felf-defiruc- 
tion &c. &c. T h is  would be very fchool-
boyiih if  it was not very wicked.

T his  topic is, (upon the plan o f  the work) 
ik on gly  enforced, by being weakly combated ,

one example is worth a dozen arguments__In

the reign o f  Oliver Cromwell,  the Long Parlia
ment perpetuated itfelf by a vote__Hiftorv in
forms us of  the good confequences o f  that 

meafure.— Of courte, a multo fortiori ; i f  Parlia
ment has a right to perpetuate, it has a right to 
clehrov, it-icff. i  fhail conclude now with twq 
remarks :

— This infamous production labours to efia- 
blilh one proportion :— That no man can agree to 

an Union, uiilefs impelled to do fo by the mo/t

(  4^ )
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nbjêiSl fear, or moll abandoned coríuptton ; where

as, in truth, all good men concur in their appro

bation o f  it, upon the moft enlarged convidticm, 

(independent and regardlefs o f  all paltry detail) 

that the meafurc will be the falvation o f the country.
2d— T h a t  there is demonflration o f  the utility 

o f  themeafure, from one circumftance t — T h a t  
d u r i n g  the fucceffivereignsofvarious Viceroy ’ s, no 

Englifh fecretary had ever the public fpirit to pro- 

pofe this important revolution, but that as loon 
as an amiable y o u n g  nobleman o f  our ow n  nati

on alFumed the reins o f  governm ent,  the firiî 

meafure o f  his adminiftration was the falvation of 

his country.
Lord Caftlereagh, uninfluenced by the felfiih 

examples o f  his Englifh predecelTors, felt the 

Irifh blood ru nn in g  in his veins, and determined 

it ihould never blufh in his face— his country, and 

pofterity, will do him jultice*.
T h e  pamphlet I have anfwered, I do not hefi- 

tate to pronounce, the molt audacious, profligate, 

and libellous production, which ever difgraced 
the liccntioufnefs o f  the prefs, or infulttd the feel

ings o f  a nation.— A  bad head, and a bad heart, 

müft have concurred to compofe it, and the moil  

unblufhing and unfeeling effrontery, alone, was 

equal to the publication o f  it.— I rely uppn the 

vvifdom and fpirit o f  the Britiih Parliament, in 

w h ich  m y country is fo foon to be reprefen ted, 

not to fuffer it to efcape with impunity,  and I

truft
*  I hate old proverbs and vulgar adages.— One moft 

illiberal one is contradicted by this Nobleitian's condiuft ; 

that if you put ao Iriflirwan on a fpir, you can always get 
another to turn him.



truft one o f  the fkft motions made in the Impe
rial Legiflature, may be— « That his Majefly’ s 

“  Attorney General, the Rt. Hon. John Toler, 
«  or Captain Taylor, the Lord Lieutenant’ s Aid- 
«  de-Camp, may be ordered to profecute the A u -  
“  tlior, Printer, and Publifher, o fthefa id  Libel, 

“  by Indictment, Information, or Court-Martial, 
« as the circumftances o f  the cafe may require.”


