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L E T T E R ,  & c .

M Y  L O R O ,

T h e  ftrange and eventful  d ays  in w hich  we l ive ,  
h a v e  not y e t  ceafed to unfold  their  w on derfu l  p r o ­
ductions.  N e w  matters  are not  only  ftill e x p a n d ­
i n g  th e m fe lve s ,  but  prefl ing fo clofe on us,  that  
th e  v e r y  ifland in which we l i v e ,  e xh ib its  a p r e g ­
nancy l ike ly  to br in g  forth a n u m e ro u s  incubation o f  
novelt ies .  W e  can hardly  be faid to h a v e  a l to ge th e r  
fu rm ou n ted  the greateft  o f  h u m a n  ca 'amities ,  a re­
bell ion,  and w h ile  we l ive  even  in the fm o k e  and 
aihes o f  ruin not entirely qu en ch ed ,  with here and 
there a fp a rk l in g  e m b er  o f  m i lc h ie f ,  y e t  in this  d u b i ­
ous  ftate o f  breathing  and repofe,  o u r  rulers  m e d i ­
tate for us a new fu b je f t  o f  difquiet  and trouble ,  b y  
th e  propofal  o f  a meafure to which our  concurrence  
is expected  with all poffible complaifance.  O u r  cou n ­
try ,  un fortun ate ly ,  has been a lon g  time d oo m e d  to 
b e  the theatre o f  our  own refcntments ; and the un­
fortu n a te  divjfions and dirtradtions a m o n g  us, have  fo 
o c cu p ie d  us with q u ick  fucceflions o f  animofities, that 
w e  h a v e  had not leiiure e n o u g h  to con tem p late  our  
m isfo rtu n e s  with coolnefs ,  and to adminifter to them 
the  em oll ients  o f  ju ft ice ,  g o o d  fenfe, and g o o d  pol i­
c y .  I f  any th in g  can br in g  us to  our  ft-nfes, this
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untoward p r o je a  o f  the U n io n  appears to m e  the 
m cft  likely.  It is the moil  barefaced, undifguifed 
attempt at our honour, dignity,  and character, as a 
nation, and our liberties, as a peopie,  that has ever 
been y e t  attempted. 1  o cut us down from the top­
p in g  pride o f  an independent Nation,  into a degra­
ded, difmantled appendage to the Britiih Crown, is 
the advantage about to be taken o f  our misfortunes—  
for it is prefumed, that the late adherents to rebel­
lion, are funk b y  defeat into the apathy which fol­
lows baffled defpération, and are now become totally 
regardlefs c f  what may happen ; while the other part 
o f  the nation, warned by the perils they have efcaped, 
would rather quietly fubmit,  at the feet o f  the Britiih 
M inii ler ,  than provoke,  by conteft, the opportunity 
to difaffedion once again, to take a part in an affray, 
in which it had no other intereft than to promote its 
own views.  T h e  averfion to political reflections, and 
the ftate o f  languor which naturally fucceeds to the 
turbulence o f  our pafhons, are reckoned upon moil  
fanguinely— and it is fondly hoped, that as we have 
been fo long the fport o f  calamity, and are now fo dif- 
pirited by feveriih vexations,  that our intereft in the 
public  affairs will fink into a cold and wearifome lift- 
leffnefs. T h i s  is the policy, and the policy betrays 
the purpofe. T h e  men o f  property and public v ir­
tue o f  this land, have prevailed over the difciplies o f  
F ren ch  anarchy, and they have faved their Conftitu- 
tion, for which they fought,  bled, and conquered ; 
and which very Conftitution, before the ftruggle has 
well  clofed, we are now called on to furrender, for- 
footh becaufe, after having tried it fince the year 
178 2,  we are audacioufly and arrogantly told, “  we 
have found it to be c f  no avail thou gh  we are 
informed in the very fame paragraph, that “  no

country

* See a Pam phlet entitled, Arguments for and againft a 
Union confidered.
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cou n try  in the world ever  m a d e  fuch  rapid advances  in 
p op ulat io n ,  a gr icu ltu re ,  m an ufactures ,  in wealth and  
p ro lp e r ity ,  as Ireland has done  fince that  period .5’ 
T h e  fober  fenfe o f  this w ay  o f  ta lk in g ,  is ( im ply  this : 
th at  f ince  Ireland beca m e  a free and i n d e p e n d e n t  n a ­
t ion, a i l i n g  tinder fuch  reg u lat io n s  o f  internal and 
external  p o l icy  as her own free P ar l ia m e n ts  had de-  
v i fed ,  th at  flie m ad e  the  m o i l  r:>pid ad van ces  to e v e r y  
th in g  m o i l  d d i r a b l e  to a nation that  has e v e r  been  
k n o w n  in th e  world,  that  therefore  (he ih o u ld  la y  
d o w n  her in d ep en d en ce ,  and w ith  it that  e n e r g y  o f  
a i l i n g ,  and that  f re e d o m  in prin cip le ,  b y  w h ich  all  
th ofe  a d v a n tag e s  h a v e  been attained. R e a l l y ,  m y  
L o r d ,  this is b e y o n d  the bo u n ds  or' fobriety ,  and is 
o n ly  to  be u n d e r f lo c d  by  t a k i n g  into coniiderat ion  
on e  o f  the fevcral a d v a n t a g e s  w h ic h  is p ro p o fe d  to  
us  in direct  a n d  a v o w e d  term s,  v i z .  b y  a c c e d in g  to  
th e  U n i o n  there w o u ld  be  <c no fe a r  o f  Ireland becom­
ing too p o w erfu l to g o v e r n ” *  T h i s  u n d o u b t e d ly  is 
an e v e n t  m o re  than pro bab le .  B e fo r e  we b e c o m e  the 
v ict im s o f  u n a d v ife d  p recip itat ion,  let  us for  a m o ­
m e n t  confider what we are a b o u t .  T h e  fubjeét  a p ­
pears  to m e  to  re fo lve  i t fe l f  pr in c ip a l ly  into,  the  
caufes w h ic h  h a v e  b r o u g h t  us into thofe  ca lam it ies  
w h ic h  are now to be  co n v e rte d  into th e  m eans o f  o u r  
d ifgrace  j th e  m e a f u r e  w h ich  is pro pofed  as the r e ­
m e d y  ; th e  c o m p e te n c e  o f  the  L e g is la t u r e  to carry it 
into  effeót, and the p reced en t  a d d u c e d  to warrant the 
fu rren der  o f  o u r  l iberties.

A n d  firft o f  all,  Ireland, it m u i l  be  a l l o w e d ,  e x h i ­
bits  a la m e n ta b le  iriilance o f  internal co n vu lf io n  ; b u t  
i f  we caft o u r  e y e s  o v e r  the C o n t in e n t  o f  E u r o p e ,  
we (hall find th at  we h a v e  no pof it ive  c laim to m o r e  
A n g u la r i ty  o f  con d it io n .  T h e  fituation o f  this c o u n ­
try  is a t tr ib u tab le  to feveral  caufes : to thofe  w h ic h  
h a v e  o p e ra ted  lirnilar a p p e ara n ce s  in o th e r  nations o f

B  2 E u r o p e
* Ibid. page 15.



E u r o p e ,  and to thofe w hich  efpecially  be lon g  t o i t fe l f .  
T h e  H o l la n d e r ,  the F l e m i n g ,  the  Italian, and th e  
Swifs ,  h ave  fallen beneath the Ja co bin  y o k e ,  by  the  
ordinary  procefs o f  d ivif ion,  rebell ion, and tnvafion ; 
for  I b e g  leave  to fay,  that  a l th o u g h  to ilander and 
traduce  the Iriih  character* m ay  be one o f  the m od es  
a d op te d  to w a rd s  w o r k i n g  o u t  the j o b  o f  the U n io n  ; 
y e t  that if a fair confederation be g iv e n  to the  p r e ­
v a i l in g  character o f  th e  times,  the afperity  fo u n w ar­
rantably  direóted againft  the one, fh ould  in j u f t i c e a n d  
reafon be  applied  to the  other.  I t  is for o u r  o w n  
t im es to m a k e  th e  m editated  fubverfion o f  o u r  C o n -  
ft itution palatable to the p u b lic  tafte, by  feafoning it 
w ith  afperity,  cenfure,  reproach  and  infult.  B u t ,  
m y  L o r d ,  the indifcreet partizans o f  o u r  f lavery ,  
feem  to m e  to h ave  k in d le d  on o u r  c h e e k  th e  
blu ih  o f  indignation  ; and p erhaps  one g i d d y  a f t  o f  
indifcreet  z eal ,  futi le  reafoning,  im p u d e n t  aflerti- 
on,  and i l logical  inference, h o w e v e r  co v e re d  with 
the  pert  airs o f  fagacity ,  w h ich  official p r e e m p ­
tion, when confirm ed into  habit ,  can fo eafily 
aiTume, m ay  roufe  us to  c l in g  with a clofer regard  to 
th e  liberties o f  o u r  country* I hate to be  ab ject ly  
patient,  when an infult is the p re lu d e  to a w ro n g .  
W e  d o  indeed avert  our  eyes  fro m  thofe  fp e i la c le s  
around us,  which refrefh  our  fenfibility, and m a k e  us  
m o u rn  for the public  fu f fe r in g  -, b u t  o u r  forrow has 
been m iftaken  for  a foolifh  ih am e,  and we h a v e  been 
fu p p o ie d  to be m o re  l ik e ly  to blu ih  for  the name o f  
Ir i fhm an, than to d o  any th in g  elle ,  e x c e p t  to  m e r g e  
o r  confound it under  fonie general  name, by j u m p i n g  
in to  this g u lp h  o f  an U n io n .  I truft,  h o w e v e r ,  and 
I  k n o w  there is yet  a m o n g  us maniinefs and virtue 
e n o u g h  to vindicate the h on ou r  and freed o m  o f  o u r  
c ou n try ,  againft  the im p u d e n t  fpeculations o f  a few 
p altry  íophifts.  I am not g o in g  to defcribe the path

o f

* Ibid. page 7. ‘
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o f  deftruélion w hich  the Jacobin  evil has t a k e n ;  the 
rife and progrefs o f  it have been already g iv e n  to the 
w orld ,  and 1 do not purpofe to be the recorder o f  its 
ruin ; b u t  it is e n o u g h  for me to fay o f  it,  that 
“  tak e  it for all and all ,”  it was the raoft dreadful  
en g in e  o f  woe, with which O m n ip o te n c e  ever  chaf- 
tifed the vices o f  a degenerate  world. A t  one t im e 
the repofe, freedom , religion,  and v ir tu e  o f  the o ld  
w’orld,  and indeed o f  the new, were cart into the fcale, 
and fluctuated under a trem ulous  and uncertain bal- 
lance. E n g l a n d  was vif ited by it ; bu t  there,  no arti­
ficial divifion a m o n g  the people,  k e p t  a w a k e  a n g r y  
partions, and prepared refentments for any fp a rk  that 
m i g h t  fall  on t h e m ;  and th o u g h  E n g l a n d  is not  with­
o u t  the leaven, y e t  its ferm entation was prev e n te d  b y  
t im ely  exertions,  and thofe not inconfiderable in their  
k in d ,  in the year 1 7 9 4  efpecially.

Ire land it alfo vif ited. A b o u t  th at  t ime flie was 
rif ing b y  the incom m enfurate  energies o f  freedom  and 
independence,  into a d e gre e  o f p r o f p e r i t y  w ithout pa­
rallel in the hiftory o f  nations. T h e  duft  o f  t im e h ad  
fallen th ick  and h e a v y  on the records o f  re l ig ious  
feuds,  and t im e was effecting that to w hich  the ftatef- 
m an  m ig h t  in vain h ave  app lied  himfelf .  T h e  1nind  
o f  the c o u n try  w as  g r a d u a l ly  Twinging round t o ­
w ards Proteftan ti fm .  A s  m en  beca m e  w ealthy,  th ey  
fpeculated on h onours  and ad v a n ce m e n t  for  their  
ch ildren,  and as the road to b o th  was t h r o u g h  the 
P ro îe f ta n t  op ening ,  it was b e g in n in g  to be fo l low ed 
b y  all who preffed forward to the gaol  o f  te m p o ­
ral diftindhon. A t  this day  o f  repofe  and g o o d  h u ­
m o u r ,  the Jo cobin  miOionaries found that o u r  ancient 
ftnfibilit ies  were not entirely deadened, t h o u g h  Tooth­
ed  and lulled by manners,  intercourle,  and mutual  in- 
tereft  ; and therefore  as the m o lt  p ro ba b le  means o f  
c o m m e n c in g  their  agitations,  which by  d i i turb in g  the 
fym p a th ie s ,  and irritating the appréhendons o f  th e  
p u b l ic  m in d ,  were to prepare the mafs o f  the peop-le

for
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for  receiving their wild dodtrines, they firft ftirred u p  
a clamour againft the laws enaCted againft the R o m a n  
Catholics.  T h e  p o l i c y  began to operate. Some per- 
tinaciouflv adhered to the old maxims o f  reftraint ; 
others e m b a r k e d  with more zeai in the oppofite views,  
and cheriihed by the pailions ox both, the leeds o f  
the tempeft began to ripen apace : unfortunately 
the adminiilration ignorantly and unwittingly feel in 
with the Jacobin policy o f  dividing the people,  and 
“  as the counfels for the govern m en t o f  Ireland are 
fram ed in the Britiih C ab in et* ,”  the Secretary to the 
then L o r d  Lieutenant exerted according to his E n g -  
lifh inftru&ions, all the influence which he could ufe 
w ith  gentlemen o f  weight in their refpeCtive coun­
ties, to induce them to perfuade the feveral G ran d  
Juries, to  enter into refolutions, that they would o p -  
pofe the preteniions o f  the R o m a n  Catholics  •, aiîiir- 
ing thofe gentlemen at the fame time, that his Majef-  
ties Minifters had taken their decided meafures. T h e  
Secretary prevailed——the Grand Juries refolved— and 
the Proteftant and R o m a n  Catholic  ftood in array. I 
do not intend to purlue this hiftory farther than as it 
m ay apply to the iu b je d  before us ; hereafter I ihail 
take it up, when I can treat its im portance on the 
fate o f  this country,  with the attention it deferves ; 
but  I muft fay that from that moment to this, we have 
b e e n  a divided people, and to that circumftance alone 
o f  divifion., and not to any inferiority o f  national 
character, it is to be im puted that the French d o c­
trines o f  Jacobin anarchy have am on g us broke out 
into rebellion. E v e r  fince that period the machinati­
ons o f  the French have never ceafed to operate among 
us more or lefs ; that moral peftilence which has poi-  
foned with pef t i i e nt i a l  taint, the palace and the cottage 
of the beft and faireft part o f  E urope,  has grievoufly  
aff l idcd u s ;  but it muft be faid, that although we

have
• Ibid. page 12.



h a ve  had a rebell ion, yet  that It has not been one trC. 
nerated a m o n g  ourfe lves,  nor is it true,  as has h 'en 
al ledged,  that »  confpiracy and rebellion bave /he! un 

b ° Ur. T rcfV erily” * T h e  ftate tria|s o f  ^  *

a ie  y e t  jn our m em ories— the riots at B e r m iu g h a m  
are not f o r g . t r e n  nor the audacious ruffian who r ni fed 
ins a im  againit  the perion of M a je f tv  i t fe l f  ; and had 
not  the projeift o f  diiuniting the peo ple  o f  this ill f a t id

Z u v I ' m  p la ,CeL aS raP id 'y as it d id ,  p ro bab ly  the 
p  lie l e v u r e s  read by the Jacobin  D o t f o r s  o f  L o n d o n
t o  the m ob,  m i g h t  have  had their full operation,  and 

' a  moft  m.oral and religious people  in E u r o p e ,  the  
m o ft  honeft  m dealing,  the m oft  c iv i l ized ,  and the 
m o ft  obedient  to  the law»f  m i g h t  h ave  had the battle

S  t  f t h t i  and ** co»Jpiracy and rebellion
t h d I m Z  V Í Z  ^ o fp t r i ly r  and d i fh on ou red  

r r  ■ ?  • ^  ^ t  I can readily  afcribe t o  the itare
ocrcty in Ireland, I cannot in ju f t ic e  a p p ly  to o u r

P *  ft/Ue 0 f  foci^  fra m e dby L n g l i f h  policy ,  fo r  »  the interep.s o f  E nglifim cn  
muft ever preponderate ” % T i l l  the year  1 7 8 2  it

w a s  a together fu b je ft  to be fra m ed  as the l in o l i ih

h i d a Z u  r ghtr adVlTabIe; a n d t i ! 1  that  p er iod  we 
h a d  a n aked  peafan try,  an un cu lt iva ted  c o u n t r y ,  with-

“  5 ’  ^ anu^(itures  or n tts— Since th at '  period,
h ave  had a free P a r l ia m e n t ,  and the confeout i>i

! ,  T h  V  cu lt ivat ion,  trade,  m anufactures ,  arts 

in 'the ™ | f  ‘ ,' ' ' y 0” d  ‘ n> ' hi" B  ™  Known

• 1 I?" k T duP* n  ° f  this fuhÍ e^  1 «iuR  infill  on
is not,  as has been a l led ged ,  a m a tte r  c x c l u f i v d y  for
1  o r ln m e n ta ry  drfcuffiom It  is a c o m p o u n d  I f f  ' 
c o n f i f tm g  i r f t  0 a Conftitutionu! qucft ion,  and confc 
quene on the decifion r e l p . c t i n g  that o f  on e  o f  a 
com m ercia l  nature. P e r h a p s  i f  k  were a l to geth er  o f

c 9 ;

* Ibid. page 52. f  j>age 5 Pag; i2 the
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the latter, I m ight  not foreftall the Parliamentary dif- 
cuffion o f  it -, but as there is httle of the latter, an a 
great d e a f  o f  the former in the q u e f t t o n  I am war­
ranted, nay, it is m y birth-right as an Iriihman to 
know  whether it is within the Conm tutional  (and 
has no other) competence o f  Parliament to adopt 
the meafure i f  it thought  proper. I  he matter ftands 
fimnly th u s:  H a s  the Parliament o f  Ireland a r ight

to  abolifh the independence o f  this k l ” g d°™  • an<J 
i f  it hath, with what commercial  b e n e f i t  can G reat  
Britain, in whofe favour wè lay i t  down, requite our 
Sacrifice. A n  U n io n  with Great  Britain is P r0P ? ^ d 1 
and it is a matter o f  courfe, that the houfes o f  P a r­
liament o f  Ireland ihould b e d im im ih e d  to.about one- 
third o f  their prefent number,  which number is to 
reprefent the k in gd o m  o f  Ireland in t h e  Britiih Par-

W e  have heard o f  the omnipotence o f  Parliament 
a term which ferves tolerably well, as a figurative way 
o f  fpeaking ; but which, confidered in any other way,  
is monftrous in the extreme. T h i s  omnipotence not 
onlv queftion, but I utterly d e n y ;  and to this degree,  
that I fay the Parliament o u ght  not to permit a difcuf- 
fion o f  the fubjeit ,  which is, whether or not the funda­
mental principlesof  the Conftitution fhall be violated, 
by taking away the right o f  franchife from the people 
a n d  corporate bodies, and circumfcribing their repre­
sentative body by two-thirds, and then tranfport- 
in g  them to adiftan t  metropolis, to  legiilate for  the 
people o f  Ireland w h o m  they have left behind. T h i s  
molt prepofterous affumption o f  power is not within 
the competence o f  Parliament.  T h e  people of Ire­
land have an inherent right to delegate to their repre­
sentatives the care o f their liberties. 1  his is their 
birth-right by the com m on law, o f  which they can­
not be defpoiled by  any conftituûonal means whatto- 
ever. N o th in g  fhort of a revolution can d o i t  ; and
a meafure o f  that kind,  which tore away the funda-

mental



mental r ights  o f  the people,  w ould  be as m u c h  a ré­
vo lu t ion ,  as if  the people th em felves  confounded right  
and w ro n g ,  in one o f  the wild phrenzies  o f  our times, 

in fearching after objétíls to  which they had no r igh t  
at all. W e  d o  not  furrender the entire o f  cur liberties 
to  o u r  repreièntatives.  T h e y  are m em b ers  o f  o u r  
houfe  or Par l iam en t,  becaufe w e  h a ve  fent them  there 
to preferve o u r  r ights  and franchifes unniolefted ; to 
t 'naft i'uch laws, as under  the fpiric o f  the d é lé gat io n  
which w e  confer on them , th ey  m a y  j u d g e  moft  e x p e ­
dient for the g rea t  ends tor which we h a v e  inft ituted  
them . 1  he reprefentatives o f  a free peo ple  are i n ­
tru d ed  with the h onour and d ig n i t y ,  as well as with  
the  fafcty and freed o m  o f  thofe  w h om  th e y  reprefent. 
A n d  it is not co be co n ce iv e d ,  by any f l ight  o f  the 
m o ft  disorderly fa n cy ,  that  thofe  pu rp ofes  could  be 
beft  anfw ered,  or at all anfwered, by  the d e le g a t io n  
c t  a few Peers  and C o m m o n s  to another k in g d o m  ; 
unlefs  it be admitted that a few fea-fick fcnators m a y  
be better than a greater  n u m b e r  in health ; or that  the 
lr i fh  flatefman, like the Irifh foldier, m ay  be m o re  
confprcuous in his vocat ion ,  abroad  than at h o m e .  
L u t  in truth ,  the C o m m o n s  o f  Ireland cannot  exer-  
ciie any power p a ra m o u n t  to that  w h ic h  th ey  receive  
f r o m  the people  -, and it w o u ld  be  a moft  m on ftrous  
inverfion o f  reafon and juftice* as well as it is directly  
againft  the efience o f  o u r  conftitution,  that  a per fen  
w h o  was in poflelTion o f  a tem porary  truft, ih ou ld  
h a v e  the r ig h t  and the power to difpofe  o f  that truft  
a c c o r d in g  to his fa n cy ,  and to deftroy,  i f  he t h o u g h t  
p ro p e r ,  the very  a u th or  o f  his own legif lative  be in g ,  
1 he  r igh t  o f  c o m m itt in g  a fuicidal ou trage  on the 
C o n ft i tu t io n ,  has not been co m m itted  to the Parlia­
m e n t ;  and therefore the P a r l iam en t  cannot  m a k e  a 
iacrifice o t itfelf  in principle as well as in faót. A  
m e m b e r  o f  Par liam ent is o b l ige d  to execute  the truft  
repofed in h i m — he m a y  reiign back  to his conftiti* jnts 
their  l iberties which they confided to his gu a rd ia n -  
iTiip ; and thofe liberties, like e ve ry  other  truft he 
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is bound to return, at leaft not worfe than he found 
them. W e  have now a right  to be reprefcnted in 
Parliament,  in Ireland, and there alone by three 
hundred gentlemen, and o f  this right the Parliament 
cannot»of it felf  m ake a com plim ent  to the ambition 
or neceffity o f  the Prince or the Minifter. I f  a Prince 
were to forbear to do the auguft and folemn duties  
prefcribed to him by the law, he would violate his 
oath, and be gu i lty  o f  fubvert ing  one o f  the funda­
mental principles o f  the Conft itut ion— and o f  fuch a  
circumftance the Parliament is bound to take cogni­
zance *, but  Parliament can no more juftly overturn  
foundations than the Prince  ; and i f  it were fo difpof- 
ed,  in order to fall in with  any projedt o f  fmooth,  
theoretrical  afpeft, propounded by a minifter, the 
people m a y,  in that cafe, controul, by legal and 
constitutional means, the defe&kfn o f  the Parliament 
fro m  its duty y for it cannot be fuppofed,  that the 
Prince  will controul  thofe who are ftretching their 
means to increafe his power» W e  muft watch 
principles more than faóts -9 and while we keep  a 
jealous eye on the former,  any error in the latter 
does not a f iu m eth e  force o f  authority. Such p r iv i ­
leges as are derived from the K i n g  and Parliament,  
upon account o f  the fubjefts temporary convenience, 
are trufted to the review o f  the lame court i but 
thofe fundamental privileges o f  our Conftitution de­
rived originally from the law o f  nature itfelf, and 
bottom ed,  for ages paft, on reafon, juftice,  law, 
and liberty— where thefc fall under the cognizance o f  
Parliament, it is, that they may be more vigilantly 
gu ard ed ,  and more lirmly fecured againft the inroads 
o f  power, or the more hidden and more formidable 
machinations o f  corruption. In n o  conftruflion, even 
of  bare reafon, plain fenfe, c r  pofitive juftice, can 
delegates be underftood to be empowered to m ake a 
furrender o f  our rights, into the hands o f  K in g  or M i -  
nilter— even for a moment -, and i f  iuch a dereliéïion

o f
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o f  h onour and d u ty ,  i f  fuch a del inquency  againft 
the C o n f l i tu t io n ,  were d efen ded  on a rgu m e n ts  ref- 
p e d i n g  the fafety  and neceflity o f  the State, w hich  
p u t  our  rulers upon fuch extraordinary m eafurts,  or 
i f  reafons or pretences o f  ftate co u ld  apologife  for 
fuch bold ftrokes againft  our  moft  fun dam en ta l  pri­
v i le g e s ,  furely there is no r igh t  or im m u n ity  w h ich  
we can call our  ow n,  or  be aflured o f ,  for one hour.  
T h e  foul and fp:rit o f  our  Con ft i tut ion  is {trained 
tow ards  the diftribution o f  civi l  r ights .  T h e  fphere 
o f  freed o m  it is always o p e ra t in g  to enlarge ,  becaufe  
l iberty  is its operative  principle .  B u t  the  abrogat io n  
o f  conftitutional r igh ts ,  the co n tra& io n  o f  the circle  
o f  c iv i l  p r iv i leges ,  with a v iew  to 'permanency, is to  
render the ope rat ive  p o w e r  an i l l imitable  defpotifm .

A r g u m e n t s  drawn fro m  hiftory ,  are fe ldom  o f  
g r e a t  internal force.  I ow n,  hiftory has declined,  in 
m y  eftimation,  not a litt le,  f r o m  the difficulty I find 
there is, in und erftan din g  accurately  the m o ft  o r d i­
n a r y  occurrence  o f  a p u b l ic  nature,  in our  own time. 
B u t  i f  hiftory be q u o te d  to ftate a faét, on w h ic h  an 
a r g u m e n t  is to repofe,  it is  eflential t h a t  the f a d  and 
the  a r g u m e n t  ft iould fo c o in c id e ,  th at  one ih o u ld  
n ot  be diffimilar to the other.  It  is not w ith o u t  a 
fmile ,  th at  1 can perce ive  fom e ad vocates  for  this 
death-warrant o f  o u r  l iberty and h on ou r ,  an U n i o n ,  
g r a v e ly  c la im in g  the aid o f  h if tory ,  to fhew the o m ­
n ipotence  o f  P ar l iam en t,  and,  actually with that  v ie w ,  
re ferr in g  to the reign  o f  H e n r y  V I I I .  I am again  
o b l ig e d  to call y o u r  attention to this p o o r  and je ju n e  
produ<5l io n ,*  in which,  after re c o m m e n d in g  an U n i o n ,  
becaufe the Sabines ,  be in g  unable  to contend againft  
th e  R o m a n s ,  d id  not d ecline  an in corporation  o f  their  
c o u n t r y  with R o m e ,  and alfo becaufe  the k i n g d o m s  
o f  the  H e p t a r c h y  becam e at laft united ; and after 
m u c h  recondite  read in g  o f  the fam e tendency* the  
w ri te r  proceeds  to c o m b a t  a r g u m e n t s  ufed  againft  the 
o m n ip o te n c e  o f  Parliam ent,  by a l lu d in g  to even ts  in 
the  E n g l i i h  h iftory .

*  Ibid.

C  2 «  I f



u  I f  this argument had any real weight, we could
“  never have obtained the reformation, and the efta- 
ic bliihraent o f  ProteíHntifm ; we could never have 
<( procured the resolution,  and have changed the line 

o f  hereditary fucceflion to the T h r o n e ,  and the 
U n io n  o f  Scotland and E n glan d  could not h a v e  
been entertained.”  See, my L o r d ,  how hiftorians 

have mifled us refpefting H en ry  V I I I .  o f  clement,  and 
eonflitutional m em o ry ?  Jt now appears, that he had 
n othing  to do with the matter ; but that his o m n ip o ­
tent Parliament, far from being “  brute fo lk ,”  were 
bufy in ascertaining their conftitutional r ight  to fub- 
vert  th*e fundamental principles o f  the Conftitution ; 
which, by the way, the Petition o f R ig h t , the Habeas 
Corpus affi the B ill  c f  R ights , and the A c l o f  Settle­
ment,, had fome little ihare in rendering tolerably e x ­
plicit  between the K i n g  and People.  J u d g e  B lack-  
ftone, like ourfelves, had a very erroneous idea o f  this 
re ign — for, fpeaking o f  the omnipotent Parliaments 
o f  H e n r y  V I U .  he fays, cc and what was the worit 
“  circumftance, its (not the omnipotence o f  Parlia­
ment,  but, the royal prerogative) c< its encroachments 
“  were eftábliíhed by law, under the far.flion o f  thofe 
46 pufillanimous Parliaments,  one o f  which, to its eter- 
<f nal difgrace,”  & c .  & c .

A s  little can we fee, how the Parliament ihewed, 
by the Revolu t ion ,  its omnipotence over the l iber­
ties o f  the people.  M efeem s as i f  a recurrence to 
that great circumftance went to pro ve  any thing-, 
rather than the right o f  Parliament to disfranchise 
(he People, and transfer the care o f  their liberties to 
the legiflative aflcmbly of  another k in gdom . T h e  
liberties ot the People  are as much endangered, 
when they want a K in g ,  as when they want a Parlia­
ment*, and i f  the Parliament o f  that æra ele&ed a 
K in g ,  when the T h r o n e  was vacant by abdication, 
it went to ihew, that they thought  the fblemn truil
delegated to them, warranted tiic raealures they had; f *

taken,



taken ; becaufe,  b y  reftoring the royal functions,  the 
Lonit;t iU ion was_re-eftabliihed, and by that, the laws 
and l iberty o f  the People .  B u t  this was done to pre- 
ie rve  the  P e o p le ’s r ights ,  not to in fringe them ; not 
to  leljen their power in the council  o f  the nation, but  
to  enlarge it -, not to w ro n g  them  o f  their  freedom 
but to piace it on a m ore certain bafis.

T h e  latter part o f  this p aragrap h ,  natural ly  leads 
f  another branch o f  m y fubjeCt. L e t  us fee how  
far the e x a m p le  o f  the Scott i ih  U n io n  applies to our  
ntuation.  I f  the con d uct  o f  one nation be cited as a 
r u l e o f  aft ion to another,  I take  it it fhould be firft 
m a d e  to appear,  th at  a reafonable fimilarity m a y  be 
foun d between their r e f p e d i v e  f ix a t i o n s .  E v e r y  na­
tion, a bo u t  to effeCt ch anges  in its own concerns,  as 
well interior as exterior,  and which are to be the re­
lu it  o f  its de l iberative  coun ci ls ,  m u ft  be fupp ofed  to 
a f t  from neceUity, intereft, and defire o f  f re e d o m ,  and 
to  be g u id e d  by the fundam ental  principles,  on w h ic h  
its laws, polit ical,  and municipal ,  as well as the 
entire bod y  o f  its ju r i fp ru d e n c e ,  are built .  A t  the 
o p e n i n g  o f  the prefent ce n tu ry ,  S cot lan d  bore but  
an h u m b le  rate a m o n g  the nations o f  E u r o p e .  S h e  
was w ith ou t  arts, m an u factu res ,  or  c o m m e r ce .  H e r  
g o v e r n m e n t  was a ftrange and auk w ard  c o m p o u n d ,  
in w hich  feudal b o n d ag e ,  fo m e th in g  fofteued  by 
m a x im s  o f  the e v i l  law, and fo m e what r e t r a i n e d  by 
ufages  and cu ftom , exhibited  the principal feature.  
In  a ftate o f  general  difcontent,  from the p r e d o m i ­
nance o f  foreign intereft  in her counci ls ,  dejected 
f r o m  the failure of a large com m ercia l  projeCt, m ade 
with a view to rem ote  colonization,  poor,'  h a rra fc d  
di p ir .ted  and d .fturbed by the in tr igues  o f  a pow er!  
fu l  n e ig h b o u r ,  f ro m  w hom  ihe h ad  no natural d e ­
fence,  by  diftance o f  fituation, or ftrength o f  fron-

c r i n L \ Wearlir e &Í  0 f  fP ,cen» reluctantly  
u "  ‘ H ,  p:eferVe. her cu fto m s,  and m unicipal  

and t0  8 >ve up her g o v e r n m e n t ,  not  fo m u c h
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to modification, asro  a total alteration. T h e  U n i o n  
with E ngland too k  place ; which, whether with bad 
or eood confequences to Scotland, I ihall not now 
wait  to enquire ; but by that U nion ,  i f  the example 
be taken from Scotland, as to the conftitutionul 
power veiled in her government,  to furrender her 
independence, we fenrch in vain for its application to 
the prefent fa te  c f  Ireland. F o r ,  my L o r d ,  it is 
not what we are to get  by the U nion  with E n glan d ,  
which is the point in queftion ; it is, can the Parlia­
ment o f  Ireland vote away the liberties o f  the People,  
and the independence o f  Ireland ? Scotland is a h eag-  
ed as an exam ple to (hew they can ; I fay they can­
not,  and that Scotland furniihes no example o f  the 
fort. I f  the governm ent o f  Scotland had th ou gh t  
proper to do any thing a century ago, is that a reaion 
why the covernm ent of Ireland, at this d ay,  fhould 
follow the example ? T h o f e  who ufe the honied cant 
o f  guileful fervility to Minifters and men in power, 
w i i f f a y  any thing ; but  will any plain-dealing, rea- 
fonable man fay,' that whatever the governm ent o f  
Scotland th ou gh t  proper to do 200 years ago, or 100, 
for time had not altered its powers, that, alfo the g o ­
vernm ent o f  Ireland may now d o ?  D oes  the one 
Hand on the fame principles on which the other has 
f lood ? Y o u  k n o w  what Scotland was— let us look  
to ourfelves for a moment. T h e  People  o f  Ireland 
are free, and uncontrouled by any power on earth ; 
c la im in g  rank and eminence with all— fecondary to 
none. O u r  Conftitution is warmed, invigorated, 
and animated with the very life-blood o f  L iberty .  
A n  a «Stive, energetic, felf-fiïredling principle, inherent 
in the People  ; incommunicable,  indivifible, operat­
ing primarily on all things which, under the p ro vi­
dence o f  God*, tend to the honour, peace, profperity, 
and happinefs o f  man. It has been earned by their 
virtue,  and fupported by their courage. T h e  P e o ­
ple o f  Ireland have accomplifiied their final red em p ­

tion,
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tion, from the ig n o m in ious  and g a l l in g  y o k e  o f  an 
authority  undelêgated by  t h e m f f lv e s  -, and the fiavifh 
principle ,  w hich  fo lo n g  hcM th em felves  and their 
forefathers,  in the th raldom  o f  a fore ign  jurifditXi- 
o n ,  w h ic h  meafured its policy  on the fcale o f  its o w n  
iriterefts, now only lives in the record o f  Ireland's  
wrongs.  T h e y  feel a lofty  and a manly  fenfe o f  the
confequence o f  their  pountry.  T h e v  k n o w  that ,  let the 
ev e n ts  o f  the t ime turn our as they m ay hereafter, 
that  fo lo n g  as they preferve their l iberty ,  their c o u n ­
try  m uft 'r i fe  in confequence,  and hold  its h ig h  place 
in  the  empire.  S u re ly  the pure and honeft  fpirit o f  a 
v ir tu o u s  f reed o m , cannot be fo foon e vapo rated  and 
g e n e  ; and i f  it be not,  a fair am bit ion  to hold  o u r  
proper  rank and im portan ce ,  cannot g i v e  way to v e ­
nality -, nor the dignif ied  pride,  the h ig h  feel ing  o f  
character,  w h ich  fets one nation on im ita t in g  and 
e m u la t in g  the virtue  and freedom  o f  another,  can­
not ,  and will not be facrificed to an h u n g r y  avarice,  
w h ic h  w ould  m o r t g a g e  o u r  liberties for rem ote ,  d u ­
bious,  and con tin gen t  gain. In honeft  t ruth ,  m y  
L o r d ,  I can find no force in this e x a m p le  o f  th e  
S cott i ih  Union-,  it is quite  out  o f  the h ig h  road o f  
th is  nation’ s progrefs .  I f  any fimilarity can be  
wrefted from  the occafion, we o u g h t  rather to draw 
it  f ro m  the co n d u ct  o f  E n g la n d ,  than from  that  o f  
S co t lan d .  E n g la n d  and Ireland poflefs the fam e 
Con ft i tu t ion s ,  and that which the  form er has conflit 
tutionalty done,  m ay  be fairly offered as a rule o f  
c o n d u i t ,  th o u g h  not always as a rule o f  policy ,  to 
t h e  latter. B u t  did E n g la n d ,  by the hum il iat ion  o f  
S c o t lan d ,  and the annexation o f  it to her heifelf ,  
d id  fiie v iolate  her own f reedom  ? D i d  /he run 
againft  and overfet  any principle o f  antient S axon  
L i b e r t y  in h erfe l f  ? D i d  (he ihew that her repre- 
fentatives  in P a r l iam en t  m i g h t  vote  away the in d e­
pendence o f  the  k in g d o m ,  and the conftitutional l ib e r­
ties o f  the People^ and re legate  a few Peers and

C o m m o n e r s ,



Com m o ners  to reprefent her in a Scottifh Parliament ? 
K o ,  fhe did not. A r e  the people o f  Ireland to 
take exam ple from the condudl o f  a government 
like their own, or  from that of  one utterly unlike it ?

O u r  anceftors, my L o r d ,  when they demanded 
explanations of  certain matters,  from the Jud ges  o f  
Ireland, more than a century and h a lf  ago ,  did not 
trouble their heads about the manner in which the 
Scots decided on conftitutional meaiures. M r .  D a r c y ,  
who was appointed by the C o m m o n s  o f  Ireland, in 
the year 1 6 4 1 ,  to manage a conference with a com-* 
mittee o f  the H oufe  o f  L o r d s ,  9th June,  1 6 4 1 ,  
opened the fentiments o f  the C o m m o n s ,  on the quef- 
tions propounded to- the J u d g e s ,  wi^h the following 
preamble :

“  Inafmuch as the fubjefts o f  this k in g d o m e  are 
cc free, loyale, and dutiful I fubjefts to his moil  excel-

lent M ajefty ,  their nativial l iege L o r d  and K i n g  -, 
<c and to be governed only  by the com m on lawes o f  
4; E n glan d ,  and ftatutes o f  force in this k ingdom e, in 
4i the fame manner and forme as his M a je f ty ’s fubje&s 
44 o f  the kingdom e o f  E n gla n d ,  are, and o u g h t  to be 
44 governed by the fame com m on lawes and ftatutes o f  
44 force in that k ingdom e, which o f  right  the fubjefts 
44 o f  this kingdom e doe challenge and make protefta- 
44 tion to be their birth-right and beji inheritance, & c . J*

M r.  Darcy remarks on this preamble,  44 T o  man- 
tayne the preamble to the queftions, ( v iz . )  that this 
nation ought  to be governed by  the com m on  lawes 
o f  E ngland,  that the great charter, a.^d many other 
beneficial ftatutes o f  E n glan d ,  are here o f  force, by 
reajoning or argumentation, were to alter a foundation 
layed 460 yeares paft, and to ih a k e a  ftately building 
thereon ereéted by the providence and induftrie o f  all 
the enfuing times and ages. T h i s  is fo unanfwera- 
ble a truth, and a principle fo cleere, that ir proveth 
all, it needeth not to be proved  or reafoned.”

I cannot



I can n ot  th in k  fo p o o r ly  o f  ourfe lves,  as to p erm it  
m y fe l f  to entertain the dread,  that our  Par l iam en ts  
are not fufficiently aware o f  the evi l  tendency o f  this 
m eafu re ,  which they are a b o u t  to agitate. 1 he awful  
inftitutes,  the ancient and folemn doctrines o f  the C o n ­
ft itution,  mu ft leave u pon  the public m in d ,  m any f tro n g  
and forcible impreflions j and as the ev e  of  reparation 
excites ,  in ordinary  matters,  new fym p ath ie s  and e n ­
dearm ents ,  the p a n g  o f  d eparture  b r i r g s  the objedt 
clofer to o u r  affections ; perhaps before we turn our  
b a c k s  on c u r  C on ft i tu t ion ,  the parent o f  our  l iberty ,  
and our  recent profperity ,  fome e m o tion s ,  not u n ­
w o rth y  o f  us,  fom e recollection pf  pal l  ferviccs,  m ay  
t e m p t  us to put  o f f  the fad and irrevo cab le  m o m e n t  
o f  eternal feparation. I would not,  m y  L o r d ,  w aive  
one fingle principle in fa v o u r  o f  the civil  l ib e tty  
w h i c h  our  C o n ft i tu t io n  profefles,  for all the proffers ,  
w h ic h  all the K i n g s  and M in if te rs  o f  the earth, could  
m a k e  to the people  o f  Ireland. R e l y  u po n  it, as 
l o n g  as w e  continue to be independent,  we (hall c o n ­
tinue to p r o f p e r ;  bu t  that the æra o f  our  declenfion 
■will c o m m e n c e ,  the inftant we part with o u r  f ree d o m ,  
fo r  any th in g  elfe,  h o w e v e r  ih e w y  in fpeculat ion,  
w h ic h  m ay  be  h e ld  o u t  to us. I f  we once  g i v e  u p  
th e  manly  heart, there is an end o f  us*, and we can 
o n ly  preferve that ,  b y  pertinacioufly  ad h er in g  to our  
in d epen d ent  C on ft i tut ion .  B u t  after all,  v\hat are^we 
t o  h a v e  for our  f re e d o m ,  fu p p o f in g  the r ight  o f  I  ar- 
l iam en t  to fl ing us dow n at the feet and m e r c y  o f  the 
E n g l i l h  M in if te r ,  w e r e  un qu ei l ion ed  ? In what fhape 
d oes  it c o m e  to us ? It is hatched in filence, and in 
fecret  conference  *, not b y  ourfe lves,  for  we cannot be 
fo blind as not to fee, that it is not for our  h on ou r  or 
o u r  intereft, b u t  b y  thole  whofe intereft it manifestly  
is. T h e  Briti fh  M in if te r  has the goodnefs  to f igniry,  
that  i f  w e  will m a k e  a few paltry iacrifices o f  h on ou r ,  
character,  independence,  and its con fequent  pro fpe­
rity  th at  he will moft  gen ero uf ly  requite  us. \v ith

U  w h a t ?
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what ? W h a t  has he to beftow, as a compenfation ? 
B y  w h atd ecep t io  vifus o f  ftate j u g g l e ,  will he conjure 
u p  a painted phantom o f  advantage,  to play before 
our  eyes for an inftant, vaniih in a moment,  and leave 
us in a beggared and befotted plight,  the victims o f  
a bafe and ftupid credulity ? «  Kelinquifl i  your Con- 
ftitution, fays he j and although I may,  w h enever  I 
think proper, flop an E n g l i ih  clamour, by an Iriih 
ta x ,  and exercife the power moft odious in legiflati- 
on, that o f  re tr a in in g  y o u r  trade, and levy in g  taxes 
on your confumption, yet, I aflure yo u ,  I ihould 
fcorn to do fo unhandfome a th in g .”  S m o o th  and 
fair indeed ; but  i f  the people o f  Ireland Jay a ltoge­
ther at y o u r  m ercy,  what fervice have you it in yo ur  
power to do  them ? T h e y  have,  at this m om ent,  
the  ̂ market  with the Britifli colonies in the W e f t  
Indies,  and on the coaft o f  A fr ic a ,  open to them, on 
the fame terms as it is open to the merchants o f  
G re a t  Britain : the E aft  Indies they had a r ight  to 
trade to, i f  they had not g iven  it  as a com pliment,  
as they are now (it is feared by iom ej  g o in g  to g iv e  
their independence. O n  the trade with A m e r ic a ,  
there is no reftraint whatfoever ; and this trade would, 
in itfelf, in times o f  peace, be enough to difpofe o f  
all the goods  we could export. ’ T i s  an infinite 
m arke t  for all we have to exchange,  and opens the 
moft  ample career to our induftry, and the moft lu ­
crative temptations to our manufactures. W e  m igh t  
trade, i f  the w ar  were ended, with any nation in E u ­
rope,  export our own merchandizes o f  every kind 
and bring back returns o f  every fort, unfettered and’ 
une logged  i except as the policy o f  our own free 
Parliament may think it expedient,  for the public 
interefts, to Jay reftraints on the exports and import... 
Ureat  Britain is the only nation in Europe, the markets 
o f  which are clofed againft our general merchandize.  
A n d  now, my L o r d ,  what is there left for the B n V ih  
M im fter  to beftow on us ? N o t  the trade o f  the W e lt

Indies,
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Indies,  for we h ave  it a l r e a d y ;  and the l ike  m ay  be  
faid o f  the whole  g lo b e ,  except  that  of G r e a t  Britain.  
W e l l ,  but  we ihall have the Briti fh m a r k e t  open to 
us.  T h a t  is only  to fay,  that the  Briti fh Par l iam en t  
will e ither leflen, or  take  off ,  the h ig h  duties  on the 
im portat ion  o f  Iri ih  g o o d s  into E n g l a n d :  W h i c h
is, in plain fenfe, to  c o n v e r t  a m atter  o f  ju ft ice ,  into 
a meafure o f  p o l i c y ;  and for the M in if ter  to bribe 
us to our  own d e g ra d a t io n ,  b y  his p ro m if in g  to a f t  
with m ore  e qu ity  b y  us, in the C h a n n e l  trade, than 
h e  has h itherto  t h o u g h t  it p ro per  to ufe. B u t  is not  
th is  an infult ing fa l lacy ,  m ean t  rather to m o c k  u s ,  
than ferve us ? Is it for this ,  that we are to p e rm it  
the  meafure o f  an U n i o n  to be whirled a lo n g  with 
fuch  u n b e c o m in g  precipitancy ? It has been faid, th at  
the  U n i o n  E n g l a n d  g e ts  n o th in g ,  whereas I re lan d  
m a y  h ave  a m o re  e n larged  m a r k e t  for her  c o m m o d i ­
ties, b y  the  rem ova l  o f  the prohibitory  duties  laid o n  
t h e m  in E n g l a n d  : doub tle fs ,  it is a v e r y  reafonable 
e xp e cta t io n ,  that G r e a t  Britain, d i fp a r a g in g  and dif-  
q u a l i fy in g  herfelf,  and th ro w in g  on us all the luftre 
and e n vy  o f  her profperi ty ,  fhould ,  fo d ii interefted- 
Iv, minifter  to o u r  fortunes.  W h a t  m o d e ft  an d

«
continence in ambition ! w h at  chaft ity in p o w e r  and 
“  preponderance ! ”  what tendernefs  in avarice  ! w hat 
confcience  in force ! B u t  is it g e t t in g  n o th in g ,  to be 
able  to c lo g  Ireland with a land tax ,  and, at will too ? 
to  c lo g  her infant c o m m e r ce ,  w ith  im pofts  ? T o  in ­
d u ce  by incentives ,  op e rat in g  w ith  the force o f  c o m -  
pulf ion,  her m en  o f  property  to l ive  in L o n d o n  ? 
T o  h a v e  the patronage  o f  the k in g d o m ,  for the M i ­
nifter to  range  o v e r ,  free and u n co n tto u le d  ? T o  be 
able  to allay the heat o f  the entire and u n b r o k e n  
fo r ce  o f  the P ar l ia m e n ta ry  influence o f  E n g l a n d ,  in 
occafional  oppofit ion ,  by L a w n f l e e v e s ,  J u d g e s  places,  
Com m ilT ion ers  o f  the R e v e n u e ,  & c . & c .  for depend* 
ents in Ireland. Proftrate  Ireland, then,  her fate 
fealed,  f o r  e v e r ,  co u ld  be m a n a g e d  w ith o u t  the

D  2 fa v o u rs
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favours fometimes thrown from the hand o f  power fo 
thofe who can contend with it, but never to thofe 
w ho are unable to thwart it. But,  by the terms o f  
the U nion ,  certain imputations will be entered into, 
which will preferve Iriih com m erce  from unreafonable 
burthens, and have the effeót o f  preventing thofe 
mifchiefs we in fo  l ively a manner apprehend. I f  the 
condition be broken, what remedy is left for us ? W e  
m a y  ufe the language o f  infulted honour, wounded 
pride,  or repining credulity— but it will be to little 
purpofe ; our oppreiTors will not fweeten the bitter- 
nefs o f  that cup,  which  they themfelves have  d ru g g e d  
with the gall o f  infult. P o w e r  can never be curbed 
but by k eepin g  a fteady pull ,  and an un yie ld in g  
h a n d ;  throw the rein on the neck f o r a  mom ent,  
and you will be thrown to the duft. Political  faga- 
city is, at beft, but fhort f ighted, and the deepeft  
fchemes o f  the politician, the effects o f  his beft m ea­
fured undertakings,  often but reproach his ju d g m e n t ,  
b y  their confequences, and ihew him the fallacy o f  
his  means. But  i f  we feal the bond which binds us 
in this obligation, thou gh  our  hopes be fruftrated, 
and our promifes faded into the blanknefs o f  difap- 
pointment,  we have no remedy by which we m a y  
repair the workings o f  our own folly. O u r  dreams 
o f  wealth, profperity, and repofe, m a y  vaniih, but; 
our low fubferviency, and our proftrate fortunes, re­
main unalterably fettled , or left to the hazard o f  a 
c i v ’i war. O u r  complaints will be anfwered wilh  
cafuiftry.^ I his Scotch U nion,  which has of  late 
been painted and tricked out  with fuch alluring 
finery, o u g h t  to apprize us o f  what may befall our- 
felves. J u d g e  Biackitons in a note to page 9 7 ,  vol. 
i ,  of his Commentaries,  favs, “  it m ay be ju i l ly  

doubted, whether even fuch an infringement (i e.
“  an infr ingem entof  thofe points which, when they were 
-  êP arate and independent nations, ic was mutually

“  ftipulated
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44 f l ipulated ihould  be  a 44 fundam ental and ejfential con- 
dition o f  ihe U n io n )”  th o u g h  a manifeft  breach o f  

46 g o o d  faith (unle ís  done upon the m o d  prefl ing ne- 
4C c ef l i ty) ,  w o u ld  o f  i t fe l f  diffolvs the U n i o n  : for the 

bare idea of  a ilate,  w ithout a pow er  fomevvhere v e i le d  
4C to alter e ve ry  part o f  its laws, is the h e ig h t  o f  f u c h  
4C inpolitical  abfurdity .  T h e  truth feems to be, that 
14 an incorporate Union  ( w h i c h  is well d i i l in g u i ih e d  b y  
44 a v e r y  learned Prelate  from  a fe d e r a l alliance, w here  
44 fuch an in fr in gem en t  w o u ld  certainly  refc ind the  
46 c o m p a r t)  the  two con tract in g  dates  a re  totally  anni-  
4‘ h i la ted ,  w ith out  any pow er  o f  a rev iva l ,  and a third  
44 ariles from  their  conjunction,  in w h ich  all the r i g h t s  
44 o f  fo v e re ig n tv ,  and particularly  that o f  legif lation.  
44 m u f l  o fn e c e i l i ty  refide. (See W a r b u r t o n ’ s A l l ia n c e ,  
44 19 5 ) .  B u t  the  wanton or im p ru d e n t  exertion  o f  th is  
44 r igh t ,  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  raife a very  a larm in g  fe rm e n t  
44 in the  m in ds  o f  in d iv id u a ls  -, and th erefore  it is 
44 hinted a b o v e ,  that  fuch an at te m p t  m i g h t  endanger 
44 ( t h o u g h  b y  no m eans dejlroy) the U n i o n / ’

I t  is thus that  the c om p lain ts  o f  the o p p re f le d  
Iriih  will be hereafter  replied to,  i f  her f re e d o m  
ihall once pafs the  irrem eabilis and a. W e  are pro-  
m ife d ,  it feems, v e r y  oftentatious com pen fat ion s  for  
the  re l in qu i íh m en t  o f  our  C o n ft i tu t io n .  B u t  it does  
n ot  o ften  h app en ,  that a man in his ienfes will part  
w ith  a lo n g  pofiefled benefit, for the airy reward o f  a 
few  fm o oth  fou n d in g  contingencies .  It  co i ls  the M i -  
n i f t e r o f  E n g la n d  n o th in g ,  to g i v e  us jpecu/ation  ; but  
it will c o i l  us a g r e a t  deal -, it  will  be a dreadful

• p u rch a fe  indeed, i f  w e  pay dow n our independence in 
t h is  bargain.  I f  all that is prom ifed  w e re  real ized,  
we ih o u ld  lofe incalculably  ; and it m ay  be p ro ve d  to 
a d e m o n i lra t io n ,  that  the benefits held o u t ,  are not 
within  the com pafs  o f  p ro bab il i ty .  O n  this part u f  
the fubjeét,  1 fhall perhaps h a ve  to addrefs you  a^ain \ 
that  is, it u n h ap p ily  our f tupid ity  and m adneís  ih o u ld

gain
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gain ground ; at prefent I am more difpofed to notice 
the futility o f  the topics generally urged to prom ote  
our declenfion in every thing, and to take my gro u n d  
on the incompatibil ity  o f  the Parliamentary a u th o ­
rity to bring it to the iffue, o f  what we may gain or 

lofe.
O f  the many whimfical advantages promifed, we 

are told, with the prefumption and towering airs o f  
wifdom, which the noify and the fhallow m ak e  the 
inftruments o f  impofition, on the minds o f  the u n ­
wary,  that we may have a modus fo r  tythes co u p le d  
with the Union-  M a y  not fuch a matter be as eafily 
effected at this moment,  as at any other ? A n d  can 
we rationally fuppofe that the members o f  the Briti/h 
Parliament,  with a few o f  our exiled legiilators 
amongft  them, are better able to adjuft this, or any 
other internal regulation, than our own Parliaments 
at  this d ay?  M a y  not the other promifed a rrange­
ments be as well entered on now as hereafter*, and 
infinitely better than under the circumftances pro- 
pofed to us ? I fee no reafon, ray L o r d ,  why the 
R o m an  Catholic  C le rg y  ihould not now, as well as 
at any other time, be above the poor dependence 
they now hold on the very w e a k n e f l e s o f  a negleéted,  
unenlightened and ignorant peafantry.  T h e  po l icy  
o f  coercion is only adapted for an exigent occafion ; 
it can never be a l iving fyftem, under a free G o v e r n ­
ment ; it muft  occafion fuch toffing and tum bling 
o f  the public  paflions, that the fword m u ft  interpoie 
too often, and it will ever be found ineffectual. 
T h e  experience o f  the world  decries i t .  O th e r  
means muft be refortedto*, and thofe are, the p a ­
rental and healing policy o f  inculcating a better m o ra l  
fyftem, by means which are ordinary,  and lye ready 
at our hand. I f  it be rendered incumbent on the 
K o m a n  Catholic  Paftor to paft the ordeals o f  aca­
demic difcipline \ i f  he become liberalized in his

v ie w s ,



v ie w s ,  and independent,  as far as a m o d eft  c o m p e ­
tence  m a y  renuer h im ,  he will be  a b o v e  a d - i r i n ^  
h im fe lt  to the p r e j u d i c e s .o f  his  f lock  ; he w il l  prêt 
lcr ibe  a better  controul  on their fenfibiHties, and b e t­
ter  precepts  to their  m in d s  ; he will h a v e  an intereft 
o f  an h igh er  fort, in their  d e ce n cy  and g o o d  ord er  
B u t  furely we m ay  d o  this with a better g r a c e  a m o n *  
ourfelves  than have  i t  a l to geth er  afcribed to the  0 °  
nerofity  c f  Briti f li  controul.  W e  m a y  j u f t  as we'I 
inftitute parochial  fchools for all orders a í d  forts o f
o u r  c o Untrym  raife fQ # ^  ^

fp e f la b ih t y  at leaft, the  temples o f  prayer  and c o n ; 
t m u e  as we are as h a ve  the ï m d i o r a t i o ï  o f  otir f tat"w y t lt  S’ lof\ of ° u r  pr""iio“ »

r 1 V  e x u b e ra n c e  o f  Britifli  beneficence 
prom ifed  a \  iceroy,  that D ublin  Jha ll be the rcfuien ’• 
o f  -is court, and that amufements m a y b e cultivated
*> < t c n  ^ U i  t ,  U fi a m m io n  „  f ^ L  Z  Z  f t

Î r ' a ^ f T K i F  V 1 '-  " 1 " f f i c ie n ^ T o r h o ! '

tion Cr nth P° T P ' lf 'ftead ° f OUr Charaéter «  a n a -  
d e ar  to  ̂us w th in 8 h o n o ^ a b l e  and
W e  rn, V r  Hfe  be sratlf ied  with arn uf m cnú  
, ldJy ,o]| Jn circufles and am phitheatres  mH*
la g g a r d  and degenerate,  c on tem p late  fa ts  o f  h o rfe ’ 
n ia n ih ip ,  j a c k  p u d d in g s ,  and d a n c in g  d ogs ,  while all 
th e  t im e the B u t . i h  Par liam ent are go o ^  n T t u ' e d l l
b . o w m g  away their lu n g s ,  for the h on ou r  and a d van -

, e ° P  W were 0nce • n íh m c n  I f l su
quantum  A W ,  M iobe diflab at ab ilia  '

D u b l i n  alio, it is laid, *  t0  be the heaJ

the army. I t  is o f  Angular a d v a n ta g e  rn I 7 '  

th at  his  R o y a l  M ig h n e is  the C o m m a n d e r  in C h i e f

k e e p s
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ke€pS his office there. N o  doubt we fh ou ld  have 
o u r  proportion o f  foch advantages.  A  foreign L e -  
eii l l t i ire,  and a military M inifter,  and then Jriihmen 
S  no to take much trouble,  at eaft about th.s 
world I t  will be a miraculous emollient,  however, 
for the pinchings o f  our  pride, and t h e  lamentations 
made for our freedom, thus irrevocably gone, that 
the  C om m an d er  in C h i e f  is to ref.de »  our decaying 
m e t r o p o l i s !  Oppida quodam tempore jlo ren lijfm a fu e-

runt, nunc, proftrata el diruta ante ^  f
W e  have been reckoned a People  of quick teel 

5nes but the very l ife-blood ihould feem pricked out 
o f  u’s i f  we can confider thofe matters with much 
infenfibilitv. I f  we can behold ourfelves facnficed 
to a few unruminated regulations o f  trade, and fa en 
from our ftate and dignity ; the wealth o f  the country 
drawn away for diffipation in another k m g d o m - a  c r- 
curnftance o f  ex .en fw e  e v i l ,  the tale„ * . o f  «he 
land exiled, and doomed to another theatre o f  aftion 
the nobles, the faded forms o f  departed greatnefs, 
without influence, weight,  a u t h o r i t y ,  or power, court  
ing  ’ mid the purlieus o f  St James s the cotmjpla- 
c e n c y o f f o m e  kind-hearted S c o t  or h u m b le  E n g -  
l ilhman, Who m igh t  vouchfafe to hften «o t e r  fm t 
on behalf  o f  a friend irt their own country. I f  we can 
fee this in imagination without emotion, ,t .8 o f  litrie 
confequence how foon we bow the neck T h e  metro 
polis may crumble into ruins, the feat o f  learninD m y 
Ee defeited, an event infallibly true, and a more 
m odiih  place o f  education may allure to it our youth 
o f  h igh  hopes,  the r e a l  ornament o f  every c o u n t y .  
A l l  this may h ap p e n ,a n d  we m a y  become a beg gar  y 
fet o f  pedlars and peafants, to raife provifions, and 
foldiers for the K i n g ’ s army, under the rod o f  a 
V e rres ,  and iuft o f  confequence enough,  to call do .
the proud and contemptuous demeanour o f  thofe to

whom we have leafed out,  fo r  ever, th e  freedom  o 

our country. W h e t h e r
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W h e t h e r  o r  not it is e x p e d ie n t  to y ie ld  to the 
e x a m p le  o f  Jacobin  F r a n c e ,*  whofe en orm ou s  and 
un relenting  tyranny,  con found s  ftates and countries 
into an un d if t in gui ih ed  mafs,  and  then cafts them  
in to  h er  g u l p h  o f  general  incorporation, I ihall not 
n ow  take  into confideration. I n ever  l iked  e x a m p le s  
draw n fro m  the republic  o f  b loo d  and regicide ; 
th o u g h  fure I am , there are fom e w h o would draw into 
precedent the  cr im es o f  any c o u n try ,  when the e x ­
a m p le  o f  a crim e will ferve their  turn -, I content  m y -  
felt  with b u i ld in g  m y h op es  on a conftitutional fe c u -  
r i ty ,  as we cannot be u n d on e,  fo lo n g  as our  Par l ia­
m en ts  k e e p  in v iew  their  ow n duties ,  and the P e o p l e ’ s  
r ig h ts .  W e  h a v e  now, with G r e a t  Britain,  o n e  
c o m m o n  intereft' ,  we m u l l  rife with her,  or we m uft  
fall with  her.  W e  f ight  in the  fame battles,  at her 
f ide, by  fea and land. W e  h a ve  a f imilar fram e o f  
p o l i t y ,  the  fam e la n g u a g e ,  and laws.  O f  all incor­
porations,  we now  h a v e  that w hich  is the  m o d  
fo rc ib le  and b in d in g  th at  is im a g in a b le — an inter­
m i x t u r e  o f  interefts, w o v e  in the fame w eb,  f tren gth -  
ened b y  the ties o f  b lood ,  and confirm ed,  and b o u n d  
b y  the v e ry  l igam ents  o f  nature. C a n  any U n i o n  
b e  f tronger  ? C a n  a co ld  and fpecu lat in g  h y p o c r i fy ,  
a  p lot t in g  and artful  ftate j u g g l e ,  d e v i fe .* n  U n i o n  
m o re  b in d in g ,  perm an ent ,  and h on ourable ,  betw een 
tw o  in depen dent  nations ? Is it neceffary that  w e  
ih o u ld  lofe our  h on ou r  and independence  to k e e p  in 
g o o d  h u m o u r  with  o u r  fifter k i n g d o m  ? Shall  we 
b e  nearer to  her affections,  and m o re  w o r t h y  o u r  
o w n  fe l f - lo ve ,  w h e n  we ihall  be d ifgraced,  h u m b le d ,  
and  enflaved ? Is  not  this a m o ft  m o n i lr o u s  v a e a r v  
o f  the brain ? °

B u t  th e  U n i o n  is to k e e p  u s  quiet,  and to 
enfure  peace and profperity .  H o w  to ? W h e r e  is 

the  c h a n c e  for  t h a t ?  I f  to  c ircum fcr ibe  the m eans

* Ibid. page 9.
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o f  knowledge,  be to m ake men more wife, this fancy 
m a y  be indulged. '  J f  a numerous reprefentative body' 
o f  C o m m o n s ,  and a proportionate number o f  Peers ,  
with competent means o f  local know ledge  in a coun­
try,  the peculiarity o f  whofe internal condition, de­
mands the moft  pointed fagacity,  the moft  induftri- 
ou s  wifdom, perpetually aótive ; i f  thefe, taugh t  b y  
the condenfed force o f  public opinion, and pa rta k in g  
o f  the public  fympathies,  cannot devife means to  
infure us repofe (as fome w o u ld  either w ic k e d ly  o r  
fooli ihly  inculcate), what hope can we reafonably en­
tertain, that diminiihed in num bers ,  and honour,  
and tranfported to a foreign country,  remote fro m  
thofe powerful and neceffary influences,  th ey  ihall  
become more adequate to promore public  p e a ce  on 
the  ground o f  public intereft ? A n  expectation o f  
this nature is beyond any thing I could  h ave  con ceived  
o f  human folly .

B u t  obferve the arts which are w orkin g  our  dif-  
aftrous deftiny. T h e  P e o p le  are informed o f  the  
afcendancy o f  the E n g l i fh  Cabinet,  and o f  the c o m ­
pliance o f  their Parliaments,  in order that they m a y  
become indifferent about them, and be as contented 
with a decent fort o f  qualified f lavery, as with an in ­
dependence debauched into a confirmed corruption.*  
I t  is m y opinion, that the writer o f  the letter a l luded 
to,  ihould be called to anfwer for a libel at leaft, be­
fore  the bar o f  the C o m m o n s  o f  this k in g d o m  ; b u t  
this 1 g ive  as an obiter opinion.

W e  indeed muft be in a moft fatal lethargy,  i f  
ourfen fe  o f  freedom be fo dull  and blunted, as from  
fuch bafe artifice muft be prefumed o f  us. S h o u ld  
not  this roufe us a little ? Should  it not call on the 
exercife o f  an energetic v irtue?  M y  L o i d ,  i f  we 
have  one generous fpark left uncxtinguifhed,  w e  
may be yet fhamed into a love  for our country, and

*  Ibid. Page 12— 14.
rife



rife em inently  in renovated  h on ou r ,  a bo ve  the c ro o k -  
e d  po l icy  which^ is now u n d ifgu i fed ly  la b o u r in g  to 
o u r  eternal humiliation,  our  everlafting  fubje&ion?

T h e  u p p e r  ranks o f  our  country  are told fro m  high  
authority , that a di/cujfion o f  the meafupe is all that 
is defired by the Briti fh  M in if ter ,  and that it ihall  not 
b e  forced on us,  i f  it then appears unpalatable  or i m ­
polit ic  : p rem ifing ,  at the fame t ime, that  fo m e  facri-  
fices m u ft  be m ad e  for the acquiiit ion o f  the fc l id  a d ­
v a n ta g e s  w h ic h  we are prom ifed .

. t hjs crafty  treaty be entered into,  the meafure 
will  be introduced into P ar l ia m en t  im m e d ia te ly  ; and 
•if it be, before the public  m in d has had time to p ro -  
teft  againft fuch indecent precip itat ion,  fo furely  will 
i t  be carried th ro u g h .  1 he Jacobin  grins in j o y  at  
this  profpedt : he is on the w a t c h ;  vocatus, et non 
ï'ceatuSy audit# I t  is entirely fa vo u ra ble  to  his v iew s.  
O n  the  v e r y  hafte and h u rry  o f  this meafure,  he  
b u i ld s  his  f a v o u r i t e  and d ar l in g  h op e,  o f  feeing the  
tw o  c o u n tr ie s  feparated^ A n d  he reafons with as 
m u c h  accuracy,  as wickednefs.  I f  the p e o p le  be  
f u r p n i e d  into this m eafure,  there are e n o u g h  to te l l  
them  o f  it.  E v e r y  faction w h o  w ould  earn p o p u la ­
r i ty ,  is fure o f  it,  fo l o n g  as fo p laulible  a top ic  o f  
p u b l ic  vùrong be defcanted upon.  T h e y  will re m in d  
the  Peo p le ,  and u po n  the f tatement o f  a M in if ter ia l  
P a m p h le t e e r ,  that E n g l a n d  now  maintains 4 4 ,0 0 0  
soldiers in this c o u n try  ; that the co m m u n icat io n s  o f  
t h e  x reis are t im idly  m a d e ,  w ith  a fcrup ulous  c a u ­
tion not to  offend thofe in power ; and that in the pre­
f e c t  ftate o f  the cou n try ,  the P e o p le  are not a f lem bled ,  
a fter  their wonted conftitutional manner,  to inftrudl 
th e ir  reprefentatives.  A l l  parties will m a k e  the bed: 
or thefe  ingredients ,  towards a public  c lam our.  T h e  
late ferm entation,  or  one as form idable ,  m ay  be re­
k in d le d ,  and the fabric of the U n io n ,  l ike  the walls 
o f  J e r ic h o ,  m ay  fall at the found o f  the tru m pet .

£  2 B u t
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B u t  what are we called on to difcufs ? S im p ly  an d  
plainly this. T h e  Parliament o f  Ireland are called 
on ro devife the moft compendious mode o f  breaking 
faith with the People,  o f  betraying their liberties, 
and o f  fubjugating them to any modification o f  bon­
dage,  which the Britiih Minifter may chufe to impofe 
on them. I f  we befallen from our high ftate, a free 
Parliament is the nobleft, and moft efficient engine o f  
recovery  and regeneration. W h i le  we preferve that,  
nothing is hopelefs— defpair can never hold the maf- 
tery.  L e t  us then not fee our  liberties violated, and 
Jet us not permit  our Conftirution to be betrayed. 
It  cannot be overthrown by any other power on earth, 
than a fuicide Parliament ; and even then, i f  the P e o ­
ple know  their rights,  they may redeem it from de- 
ftrufl ion,  and fet the fame upon its antient bafe. O u r  
Conflitution is indeed ereóted on broad, and deep- 
laid fundamental principles. Fundamental  laws, m y  
L o r d ,  are thofe which  grafp within their ftrong 
compafs,  the very form and fubftance o f  the ftate, 
preicribe to it its proper and peculiar m ould,  and 
prevent the mutilation of its frame. T h e y  are the 
parent fprings o f  law, the legiilating principle, the 
laws that diélate other laws, and defend them, that 
decide on their fpirit, that define their objeft  ; that 
hold the conftituted authority within the circle o f  his 
trull: -, that reprefs his encroachments on his conftitu- 
ents, and hinder him, as much from yielding his 
place to his co-ejlates, as from cancelling the powers 
deputed to his care. O u r  fundamental laws enclofe 
and encircle the mafs and fubftance o f  our iaws, fta- 
tutes, and cuftoms, binding, and confining by a con- 
fti 'irional coercion, as well the P i in ce  that would 
govern without Parliaments, as the Parliaments that 
would Surrender their legiflative right,  and the liber­
ties o f  their conftituents, into the hands o f th e  Prince, 
T h e  fundamental laws have been infringed and be­

trayed
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trayed  by  both.  T h e  Parliament o f  H e n r y  V I I I .  w h o  
conferred on the R o y a l  P roc la m a tio n  the force and 
authority  o f  a ftatute, betrayed  the P e o p le ,  and b ro k e  
their  truft  -, and the unfortunate  C h ar le s ,  while  he  
tried to  exalt  his authority  a b o v e  the laws, and to a b ­
ro g a te  the fun d am en ta l  principles  o f  the ftate, rofe 
n ot  to power, but  to a fcaffold.

It  matters not by  what means the  bafis principles 
o f  the C on ft i tut ion  be attacked .  Betw een e x to r t io n  
and furrender,  fraud  and force,  treachery and ufur-  
p at io n ,  there is b u t  little, ii an y ,  dif ference. T h e  
C o n ft i tu t io n  diftributes the pow ers,  and meafures to 
each  the q u a n tu m  o f  operation.  T h e  fu n d a m en ta l  
and conftitutional  law watches over,  and infpecfts t h a t  
distribution, and preserves the meafure.  T h e  g r a v i t y  
or  the antiquity  o f  a ftatute, does  not  m a k e  it confti­
tutional.  F u n d a m e n ta l ,  conftitutional law, is not 
confined to a tingle ftatute, t h o u g h  it be  o f  e ver  fuch 
im p o rta n c e  or fanétity ; b u t  it is that w h i c h  preferves  
th e  equipoife  and independence o f  the fovere ign  le­
gislative p o w e r  in the  fam e àijiribution> and in the faîne  

fojfejfion  where it is c o m m itte d  by the C on ft i tu t io n .
F o r  m y  own part,  m y  L o r d ,  I can n ot  fee the  

profpeót before us,  w ith  fo hopelefs  an eye ,  as to 
confent to  a w icked  encroachm ent on the  fu n d am e n ta l  
law. O n  the  contrary ,  I a u g u r  fanguinely  f ro m  the 
v e r y  means w h ic h  are ufed for  effecting our  perennial 
b o n d a g e ,  as fro m  thofe which preferve our  freed om . 
W e  h a ve  a m o n g  us abundant  m eans o f  rect i fy in g  our  
errors.  W e  have  received  m u c h  fevere in ftru & ion  in  
the  fchool o f  adverf i ty ,  and it is im pofl ib lé  that we can 
poffefs  fuch an h eb e tu d e  o f  m ind,  as not to be able to  
profit  by our  recent leffons. L e t  it be re m e m b e re d ,  
th a t  t h o u g h  confufion  and crime h a ve  ftained the land, 
and the moft  atrocious o f  ali crimes,  rebellion, has 
infl icted on us the ftamp o f  its mifery,  yet  that  the 
m a n h o o d  and the virtue  o f  o u r  native  character, h a v e

faved
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favedus from their predominance. T h e  loyalty o f  me» 
who love F reed om , the L a w s ,  and their Prince,  has 
been confpicuouily exerted. T h e  Bar o f  Ireland fet 
the example o f  a free, yeomanry army ; that e x a m ­
p le  was followed, and Jacobin rebellion difmayed and 
cruffted. L e t  us get  credit  for that, and who would 
defpair o f  a country,  where, in fuch times,  and ainid 
fuch difafters, fo much credit has been fo honourably 
maintained ? I f  we try  to be virtuous, we m uft  fuc- 
ceed, and i f  we fucceçd, we muft be happy.  B u t  
neither virtue nor happineis ever fol lowed a national 
degradation. W e  have  taken folemn oaths to defend 
the  conditution, as it is eftabüihed by  law. H o w  
can we defert that we have fworn to defend, and fuffer 
it,  confident w ith  fuch obligations, to be caft down, 
and a mif-ihapen caricatura ufurp its place ? C afu id s  
m ay  folve and qualify this objeétion, but I cannot. 
€l Ireland can never be undone, but by a Parliam ent ”  
B u t  it ihould be recollected, that even the authority  
o f  Parliament has a bound ; that they are not e m ­
powered to defert  and betray their condituents, bu t  
to  ferve them ; that they are refponfible for the truil  
committed to their charge ; and that i f  they ihould 
m a k e  ever fo folemn a furrender o f  the public  liberties 
to  any hand, power, or date whatfoever,  that fur­
render would be, ipfo fa fto , v o i d ; that i f  the P e o p le  
h a ve  reafon to apprehend any fuch confpiracy againft  
them, t h e y  h a v e  a  r i g h t  not only to p u t  in their 
proted,  but to renounce the deed,  and refufe obe­
dience j and that in fuch a cafe th t  delegation they 
had made would be diflolved.

T h e fe ,  m y  L o r d ,  are not only  m y  fentiments, 
but  thofe o f  every man who loves L ib e r t y ,  and 
underdands the C o n d itu t io n .  I have fpoken plain, 
but  I have fupprefled more. I could not dan d 
g a g g e d  by circum dances,  and not- fpeak out, when 
the* eternal freedom o f  m y  country is menaced. I

w o u ld



w o u ld  rather th e  fu b je rt had  not been p r o v o k e d  ; 
but  as it has. I cnnlri nnf r»#».. • j ___ j ___
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b u t  as it has,  I cou ld  not fuffer the  in d epen d ence  
o t  Ireland to be crucified between two thieves,  the  

o f  t u m u lt on th e  one hand,  and the lo ve  o f  
c o m m e r c ia l  gain ,  feen in vifions and fancies on the  
o th e r ,  _ w ith out  entering m y  firm oppofit ion  to its 
execut ion .  E n e m ie s ,  no d o u b t ,  we have ,  n f
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