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LETTER, &c.

MY LORD,

THE ftrange and eventful days in which we live,
have not yet ceafed to unfold their wonderful pro-
ductions. New matters are not only ftill expand-
ing themfelves, but prefling fo clofe on us, that
the very ifland in which we “live, exhibits a preg-
nancy likely to bring forth a numerous incubation of
novelties. We can hardly be faid to have altogether
furmounted the greateftof human calamities, a re-
bellion, and whi%e we . live even in the {moke and
afhes of ruin not entirely ‘quenched, with here and
there a fparkling ember of mifchief, yetin this dubi-
ous ftate of breathing and repofe, our rulers medi-
tate for us a new fubje@ of difquiet and trouble, by
the propofal of a meafore to which our concurrence
is expected with.all poflible complaifance.  Our coun-
try, unfortunatély, has been a long time doomed to
be the theatre of our own refentments; and the un-
fortunate divifions and distractions among us, have fo
occupied.us with quick fucceflions of animofitics, that
we have had not leifure enough to contemplate our
misfortunes with coolnefs, and to adminifter to them
the emollients of juftice, good {enfe, and good poli-
cy.If any thing can bring us to our fcnfes, this
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untoward proje& of the Union appears to me the
moft likely, It is the moft barefaced, undifguifed
attempt at our honour, dignity, and chara&er, as a
nation, and our- liberties, as a people, that has ever
been yet attempted. To cut us down from the top-
ping pride of an independent Mation, into:a degra-
ded, difmantled appendage to the Britith Crown, i1s
the advantage about to be taken of our misfortunes—
for it is prefumed, that the late adherents to rebel-
lion, are funk by defeat into the apathy which fol-
lows baffled defperation, and are now become totally
regardlefs of what may happen ; while the other part
of the nation, warned by the perils they have efcaped,
would rather quietly fubmit, at the feet of the Britifh
Minifter, than provoke, by conteft, the opportunity
to difaffection once again, to take a partin an affray,
in which it had no other intereft than to promote its
own views. The averfion to political refle&tions, and
the ftate of languor which naturally fucceeds to the
turbulence of our paflions, are reckoned upon moft
fanguinely—and it is fondly hoped, ‘that as we have
been fo long the fport of calamity, and are now fo dife
pirited by feverifh vexations, that our intereft in the
ublic affairs will fink ‘into a cold and wearifome lift-
leflnefs. This is the policy, and the policy betrays
the purpofe. - The men of property and public vir-
tue of this land, have prevailed over the difciplies of
French anarchy, and they have faved their Conftitu-
tion, for which they fought, bled, and conquered 3
and which very Conftitution, before the firuggle has
well clofed, we are now called on to furrender, for-
footh becaufe, after having tried it fince the year
1782, we are audacioufly and arrogantly told, ¢ w¢
bave found it to be of no availy”* though we arc
informed in the very fame paragraph, that  no
‘a3h country

, * Seea Pamphlet entitled, Arguments for and againft a
Union confidered. o= i
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country in the world ever made fuch rapid advancesin
population, agriculture, manufactures, in wealth and
profperity, as Ireland has doue fince that period.”
The fober fenfe of this way of talking, is fimply this:
that fince Ireland became a free and independent na-
tion, a&ing under fuch regulations of iuternal and
external policy as her own free Parliaments had de-
vifed, that the made the moft rapid advances to every
thing moft defirable to a nation that hasever been
known in the world, that therefore the fhould lay
down her independence, and with it that energy of
acting, and that freedom in principle, by which all |
thofe advantages have been attained. Really, my |
d.ord, this is beyond the bounds of fobriety, and is
only to be underftoed by taking ato confideration
one of the feveral advantages which is propofed to
us in direét and avowed terms, viz. by acceding to
‘the Union there would be ¢¢ no fear of Ireland becom-
ang oo powerful to govern.’*. This undoubtedly is
an event more than probable. Before we become the
victims of unadvifed precipitation, let us for a mo-
ment confider what we.are about. The fubje& ap-
pears to me to refolve itfelf principally into, the
caufes which have brought us into thofe calamities
which are now to be converted into the means of our
difgrace ; the meafures which is propofed as the re-
medy ; the competence of the Legiflature to carry it
into effet, and the-precedent adduced to warrant the
furrender of our liberties.

And firft of all, Ireland, it muft be allowed, exhi-
bits a lamentable inftance of internal convulfien ; but
if we caft our eyes over the Continent of Europe,
we fhall find that we have no pofitive claim to more
fingularity of condition. The fituation of this coun-
try is.attributable to feveral caufes: to thofe which
haye operated fimilar appearances in other nations of

| | 2 . Europe
* Ibid. page 15.
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Europe, and to thofe which efpecially belong to itfelf.
The Hollander, the Fleming, the Italian, and the
Swifs, have fallen beneath the Jacobin yoke, by the
ordinary procefs of divifion, rebellion, and invafien ;
for I beg leave to fay, that although to {landerand
traduce the Irith character® may be one of the modes
adopted towards working out the job of the Union’;
yet that if a fair confideration be given to the pre-
vailing chara&er of the times, the afperity fo unwar-
rantably direéted againft the one, fhould in juftice and
reafon be applied to the other. It is for our own
times to make the meditated fubverfion of our Con-~
ftitution palatable to the public tafte, by feafoning it
with afperity, cenfure, reproach and infult. But,
my Lord, the indifcreet partizans of our {flavery,
feem to me to have kindled on our cheek the
bluth of indignation; and perhaps one giddy a¢t of
indifcreet zeal, futile reafoning, impudent afferti-
on, and illogical inference,” however covered with
the” pert airs of fagacity, which official prefump-
tion, when confirmed into habit, can fo eafily
afflume, may roufe us tocling with a clofer regard to
the liberties of our country, 1 hate to be abjectly
patient, when an infult is the prelude to a wrong.
We do indeed avert our cyes from thofe fpectacles
around us, which refrefh our fenfibility, and make us
mourn for the public fuffering ; but our {orrow has
been miftaken for a foolifh fhame, and we have been
fuppofed to be more likely to blufh for the name of
Irifhman, ‘than to do any thing elfe, except to merge
or confound it under fome general name, by jumping
1nto this gulph of an Union. 1 truft, however, and
I know there is yet among us maniinefs and virtue
enough ‘to vindicate the honour and freedom of our
country, againft the impudent fpeculations of afew
paltry fophifts. 1 am not geing to deferibe the pat}}

0 Y

% 1bid. page 7.



A sl oinibiaadonbe o uiaheinadiay 0 ol b L o
ALy G v

¢ 9750

of deftru&ion which the Jacobin evil has taken; the
rife and progrefs of it have been already given to the
world, and 1 do not purpofe to be the recorder of its
ruin; but it is enough for me to fay of it, that
¢« take 1t for all and all,” it was the moft dreadful
engine of woe, with which Omnipotence ever chaf-
tifed the vices of a degenerate world. At one time
the repofe, freedom, religion, and virtue of the old
world, and indeed of the new, were caft into the fcale,
and flu¢tuated under a tremulous and uncertain bal-
dance, England was vifited by it; but there, no arti-
ficial divifion among the people, kept awake angry
paffions, and prepared refentments for any fpark that
might fall on them ; and though England is not with-
out theleaven, yet its fermentation was prevented by
‘timely exertions, and thofe not inconfiderable in their
kind, in the year 1794 efpecially,
Ireland it alfo vifited. About that time fhe was
- rifing by the incommenfurate energies of freedom and
independence, into a degree of profperity without pa-
rallel in the hiftory of nations.". The duft of time had
fallen thick and heavy on the records of religious
feuds, and time was effeéting that to which the ffatef-
man might in vain hayve applied himfelf. The mind
of the country was gradually fwinging round to-
wards Proteftanti{m, * As men became wealthy, they
fpeculated on honours and advancement for their
children, and as the toad to both was through the
Proteftant opening, it was beginning to be followed
by all who prefled forward to the gaol of tempo-
ral diftinétions» At this day of repofe and good hu-
mour, the Jocobin miffionaries found that our ancient
{enfibilitiesswere not entircly deadened, though footh-
ed and lulled by manners, intercourfe, and mutual in.
tereft ; and therefore as the mott probable means of
- commencing their agitations, which by diiturbing the
fympathies, and irritating the apprehenfions of the
public mind, were to prepare the mafs of the people
| -- for
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for receiving their wild doérines, they firft ftirred up

a clamour againft the laws enacted againft the Roman

‘Catholics.  1he policy began to operate. Some per-

tinacioufly adhered to the old maxims of reftraint 3
others embarked with more zeal in the oppofitexiews,
and cherithed by the paflions of both, the feeds of
the tempeft began to ripen apace: munfortunately
the adminift-ation ignorantly and unwittingly feel in
with the Jacobin policy of dividing the people, and
« as the counfels for the government of lreland are
framed inthe Britith Cabinet*,” the Secretary to the
then Lord Lieutenant exerted agcording to his Eng-
Jith inftructions, all the influenee which he could ufe
with gentlemen of weight in their refpective coun-
ties, to induce them to perfade the feveral Grand
Juries, to enter into refolutions, that they would op-
pofe the pretenfions of the Roman Catholics 5 affur-
ing thole gentlemen at the {ame time, that his Majel-
ties Minifters had taken their decided meafures. The
Secretary prevailed—the Grand Juries.refolved—-and
the Proteftant and Roman Catholic ftood in array. I
do not intend to . purfue this hiftory farther than as it
may apply to the {ubject before us 3 hereafter 1 fhall
take it up, when I can treat its importance on the
fate of this country, with the attention it deferves;
but I muft/fay that from that moment to this, we have
been a divided people, and to that circumftance alone
of divifion, and not to any inferiority of national
chara&er, it is to be imputed that the French doc-

~trines of Jacobin anarchy have among us broke out

into rebellion.  Ever fince that period the machinati-
ons of the French have never ceafed tooperate among
us more or lels; that moral peftilence which has poi-
foned with peftilential taint, the palace and the cottage °
of the beft and faireft part of Europe, has grievoully
afflicted us; but it muft be aid, that although we

have

¢ Ibid. page 12.
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have had a rebellion, yet that it has not been one ge-
nerated among ourfelves, nor is it true, as has been
alledged, thac « conlpiracy and rebellion bave Shot up
With our profperity.”*  The ftate trials of England
are yet in our memorieés—rthe riots at Bermingham
are not forgatren, nor the audacious ruffian who raifed
his arm againt the perfon of Majetty itfelf; and had"
not the projeét of difuniting the people of this il farcd
country, taken place as rapidly as it did, probably the
public le¢tures read by the Jacobin Do&ors of london
to the mob, might bave had their full operation, and
the < moft moral and religious people in Europe, the
moft honeft in dealing, - the moft civilized, ‘and the

moft obedient to the law’’4 might have had the battle
of Chalkfarm to fight ; and  coy

/pv'mg and rebellion
bave fhot up twith their profperity,” and® difhonoured
their oldage. What I can readily alcribe to the ftare
of fociety in Ireland, I cannot in jullice apply to our
national charader. That fate of fociety was framed
by Englith policy, for ¢ sp, inmterefls of Englifhmen
muft ever preponderate”f  Till-the year 1782, it
was altogether fubject torbe framed as the Englith
Minifter thought advifable ; “and ;] that period we
had a naked peafantry, an uneultivated country, with-
out trade, manufactures or arts—Since that
we have had a free Parliament,
circumftances of a well-cloathed peafantry, a country
advancing in cultivation, trade, manufaures, arts,
wealth and profperity, beyond any thing ever known
in the world. . |

The fecond part of this fubje®, I muft infipp on,
18 noty as hag'been alledged, a matter exclufively for
Parliamentary/ difcuffion. Tt is a compound affair,
con-ﬁﬁing,ﬁrﬁ: of a Conflitutional queftion, and confe.
quent on “the decifion refpeéting that of one of &

period,
and the conﬁ:qu:-m
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the latter, I might not foreftall the Parliamentary dif-
cuflion of it; but as there is little of the latter, and'a
great deal of the former in the queftion, I am war-
ranted, nay, itis my birth-right as an lrifhman, to
know whether it is within the Conftitutional (and it
has no other) competence of Parliament to“adopt
the meafure if it thought proper. ‘I'he matter ftands
fimply thus: Has the Parliament of Ireland a right
to abolifh the independence of this kingdom ? and
if it hath, with what commercial benefit ean Great
Rritain, in whofe favour we lay it down, requite our
facrifice. An Union with Great Britain is propofed ;
and it is a matter of courfe, that the houfes of Par-
Jiament of Ireland fhould be diminifhed ta,about one-
third of their prefent number, ‘which number is ta
reprefent the kingdom of Ireland in the Britifh Par-
liament. |
We have heard of the omnipotence of Parliament—
a term which ferves tolerably well, asa figurative way
of fpeaking ; but which, confidered in any other way,
:s monftrous in the extreme. This omnipotence I not
only queftion, but [ utterly deny; and to this degree,
that I fay the Parliament ought not to permit a difcuf-
fion of the fubjeét, which is, whether or not the funda-
mental principlesof the Conftitution fhall be violated,
by taking away the right of franchife from the people
and corporate boudiies, and circumfcribing their repre-
fentative body® by two-thirds, and then tranfport-
ing them to adiftant metropolis, to legiflate for the
people of Treland whom they have left behind. This
moft prepofterous affumption of power is not within
the competence of Parliament. The people of Ire-
1and have an inherent right to delegate to their repre-
" fentatives the care of iheir liberties. This is their
birth-right by the common law, of which they can-
not be de(poiled by any conftitutional means whatfo-
¢ver. Nothing fhart of 2 revolution can doit; and

a meafure of that kind, which tore away the funda-
: 2 _mental
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mental rights of the people, would be as much a re-
volution, as if the people themfelves confounded right
and wrong, in one of the wild phrenzies of our times;
in fearching after objéds to which they had no right
atall.  We do not furrender the entire of our libertiés
to our reprefentatives, They are members of our
houfe of Parliament, becaufe twe have fent them there
to preflerve our rights and franchifes unmolefted ; to
enact fuch laws, as under the {piric of the delegation
which we confer on them, they may judge moft expe-
dient for the great ends for which we have inftituted
them. The reprefentatives of a free people are in-
trufted with the honour and dignity, as well as with
the fafcty and freedom of thofe whom they reprefent,
And it is not to be conceived, by any flight of the
moft diforderly fancy, that thofe ‘purpofes could be
beft anfwered, or at all anfwered, by the delegation
of a few Peers and Commons to another kingdom 3
unlefs it be admitted that a fet fea-fick fenators. may
be better than a greater numberin health; or that the
Irifh ftatefman, like the Irifh foldier, may be more
confpicuous in his vocation; abroad than at home.
‘Bat in truth, the Commons of Ireland cannot exer-
cife any power paramount to that which they receive
from the people; and it would be a moit monftrous
~nverfion of reafon and juftice, as well as it is directly
againft the effence of our conftitution, that a perfon
who was in poffeffion of a temporary truft, fhould
have the right and the power to difpofe of that truft
according to his fancy, and to deftroy, if he thought
proper, the very author of his own legiflative being,
The right of committing a fuicidal outrage on the
Conftitution, has not been committed to the Parlia-
ment; ‘and therefore the Parliamient cannot make a
facrifice of itfelf in principle as well as in fact. A
member of Parliament is obliged to execute the truft
repofed in him—he may refign back to his conftite :nts
their liberties which they confided to his guar@ian-
fhip s and thofe liberties, like every other truft, he
\ C 1S
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is bound to return, at leaft not worfesthan he found
them. We have now a right'to be reprefgnted in
Parliament, in lreland, and there alone by three
hundred gentlemen, and of this right the Parliament
cannot of itfelf make a compliment to the ambition
or neceflity of the Prince or the Minifter. ~ 1f a Prince
were to forbear to do the auguft and folemn duties
prefcribed to him by the law, he would violate his
oath, and be guilty of fubverting one of the funda-
mental principles of the Conftitution—and of {uch a.
circumftance the Parliament is bound to take cogni-
zance; but Parliament can. o more jufily werimz
foundations than the Prince 3 and if it were {o difpol-
ed, in order to fall in with any project of fmooth,
theoretrical afpect, propounded by a minifter, the
people may, in that cafe, controul, by legal. and
conftitutional means, the defe&ion of the Parliament
from its duty ; for it cannot be fuppofed, that the
Prince will controul thofe who are ftretching their
means to increafe his power. We muft watch
principles more than facts; and while we keep a
jealous eye on the former, any error in the latter
does not afiume the force of authority. Such privi-
leges as are derived from the King and l'arliament,
upon account of the fubjeéts temporary convenience,
are trufted to the review of the fame court; but
thofe fundamental privileges of our Conftitution de-
rived originally from the law of nature itfelf; and
bottomed, for ages pait, on reafon, juftice, law,
and liberty—where thefe fall under the cognizance of
Parliament, it is, that they may be more vigilantly
guarded, and more firmly fecured againft the inroads
of power, or the more hidden and more formidable
machinations of corruption. In no conftruétions even
of bare reafon, plain fenfe, or pofitive juftice, can
delepates be underftood to be empowered to make a
furrender of our rights, intothe hands of King of Mi- '

nifter=-even for a moment ; and if fuch a dercliction
‘ of
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of honour and duty, if fuch a delinquency againft

the Conflitution, were defended on arguments ref-
pe@ing the fafety and neceflity of the State, which
put our rulers upon fuch extraordinary meafures, or
1f reafons or pretences of ftate could apologife for
fuch bold ftrokes againft our moft fundamental pri-
vileges, furely there is no right or immunity which
we can call our own, or be affured of, for one hour.
The foul and fp'rit of our Conftitution is {trained
towards the diftribution of civil rights. The fphere
of freedom it is always operating to enlarge, becaufe
liberty is its operative principle. But the abrogation
of conftitutional rights, the contration of the circle
of civil privileges, with a view to permanency, 1s to
render the operative power an illimitable defpoti{m.

Arguments drawn from hiftory, are feldom of
great internal force. I own, hiftery has declined, in
my eftimation, not a little, from the difficulty I find
there is, in underftanding accurately the moft ordi-
nary occurrence of a public natare, in our own time.
But if hiftory be quoted to ftate a fa&, on which an
argument is to repofe, itis effential that the fa and
the argument fhould fo coincide, that one fhould
npt be diffimilar to the other. It is not without a
{mile, that 1 can perceive fome advocates for this
death-warrant of our liberty and honour, an Union,
gravely claiming the aid of hiftory, to fhew the om-
nipotence of Parliament, and, a&ually with that view,
referring to the reign of Henry VIII. 1 am again
obliged to call your attention to this poor and jejune
production,® in which, after recommending an Union,
becaufe the Sabines, being unable to contend againft
the Romans, did not decline an incorporation of their
country with Rome, and alfo becaufe the kingdoms
of the Heptarchy became at lalt united; and after
much recondite reading of the fame tendency, the
writer proceeds to combat arguments ufed againft the
omnipotence of Parliament, by alluding to events in
‘the Englifh hiftory.

* Ibid,
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¢ If this argument had any real weight, we could
‘ never have obtained the reformation, and the efta-
“blilhment of Proteftantifn1 ; we could never have
“ procured the re¥olution, and have changed the line
“¢ of hereditary fucceffion to the Throne, and the
¢ Union of Scotland and England could not have
¢« heen entertained.” See, my Lord, how hiftorians
have mifled us refpe@ing Henry VIII. of clement, and
conftitutional memory ! It now appears, that he had
nothing to do with the matter ; but that his omnipo-
tent Parliament, far from being ¢ brute folk,” were
bufy in afcertaining their conftitutional-right to fub-
vert the fundamental principles of the Conftitution ;
which, by the way, tbe Petition.of Right, the Habeas
Corpus aél, the Bill of Rights, and the A of Settle-
ment, had fome little fhare in rendering tolerably ex-
plicit between the King and People. Judge Black-
ftone, like ourfelves, had avery erroneous idea of this
reign—for, {peaking of the omnipotent Parliaments
of Henry VIII. he fays, “ and what was the worft
s circumftance, its (not the omnipotence of Parlia-
ment, but, the royal prerogative) ¢ its encroachments
¢« were eftablithed by law, under the fan&ion of thofe
 pufillanimous Parliaments, one of which, to its e/er-
“« xal difgrace,” &c. &c.

As little can we fee, how the Parliament fhewed,
by the Revolution, its emnipotence over the liber-
ties of the people. Mefeems as if a recurrence to
that great circumftance went to prove any thing,
rather than the right of Parliament fo disfranchifes
the People, and transfer the care of their liberties to
the legiflative aflembly of another kingdom, The
liberties of the People are as much endangered,
when they want a King, as when they want a Parlia-
ment ; and if .the Parliament of that xra eleded a
King, when the Throne was vacant by abdication,
it went to fhew, that they thought the folema. truft
delegated to them, warranted the meafures they had
1 | 5 taken,.

R scnin.
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taken 5 becaufe, by reftoring the royal fun®ions, the
Conftitution was re-eftablifhed, and by that, the laws
and liberty of the People. But this was done to pre-
ferve the People’s rights, not to infringe them ; not
to leffen their power in the council of the nation, but
to enlarge it; not to wrong them of their freedom,
but to place it ona more certain bafis,

The latrer part of this paragraph, naturally leads
me to another branch of my fubje®. Let us/fee how
far the example of the Scottith Unijon applies to our
fituation, ' If the conduét of one nation be cited as a
rale of adtion to another, I take it it fhould be firft
made to appear, that a reafonable fimilarity may be
found between their refpecive (ituations, Kvery na-
tion, about to effe& changes in its own concerns, - as
well interior as exterior, and which are to be the re-
{ult of its deliberative councils, muft be {fuppofed to
act from neceflity, intereft, and defire of freedom, and
to be guided by the fundamental Principles, on which
its laws, political, and municipal, as well 4s the
entire body of its jurifprudence, are built. At the
opening of the prefent century, Scotland bore but
an -humble rate among the nations of Eurcpe. She
was without arts, manufactures, or commerce, Her
government was a ftrange and aukward compound,
in which feudal bondage, fomething foftened by
maxims of the civil law, and fomewhat reftrained by
ufages and cuftom, exhibited the principal feature,
1n a ftate of general difcontent, from the predomi-
nance of foreign intereft in her councils, dejected,
from the failure of a large commercial project, made
with a view to remote colonization, poor, harrafizd,
difpirited, ‘and difturbed by the intrigues of a power-
ful neighbour, from whom fhe had no natural de-
fence, by diftance of fituation, or ftrength of fron-
tier, in a wearifome fit of {pleen, fhe reluctantly
~confented to preferve her cuftoms, and municipal

laws, and to give up her government, not fo much

to
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to modification, asto a total alteration, The Union
with England took place; which, whether with bad
or good confequences to Scotland, 1 fhall not 'now
wait to enquire 3 but by that Union, if the gﬁt’amplg
be taken from Scotland, as to the conftitutionsl
power vefted in her government, to furrender her
independence, we fearch in vain for its application to
the prefent ftate of Ireland.  For, my Lord, it is
not what we are to get by the Union with England,
which is the point in queftion; it is, can the Parlia-
ment of lreland vote away the liberties of the People,
and the independence of Ireland ? Scotland is alledg-
ed as an example to {hew they can; I fay they can-
not, and that Scotland furnithes no example of the
fort. If the government of Scotland had thought
proper to do any thing a century ago, is that a reafon
why the government of Ireland, at this day, thould
follow the example ? Thofe who ufe the honied cant
of guileful fervility to Minifters and men in power,
will f2y any thing ; but will any plain-dealing, rea-
fonable man fay, that whatever the government of
Scotland thought proper to do 200 years ago, or 100,
for time had pot altered its powers, that, alfo the go-
vernment of lreland may now do? Does the one
ftand on the fame principles on which the other has
ftoad ? You know what Scotland was—let us look
to ourfelves fora moment. The People of Ireland
are free, and uncontrouled by any power on earth;
claiming ragk and eminence with all—{econdary to
none. Odr Conftitution is warmed, invigorated,
and animated with the very life-blood of Liberty.
Anadive, energetic, felf-dire®ing principle, inherent
in the ‘Pecple ; incommunicable, indivifible, operat-
fng primarily on all things which, under the provi-
dence of God, tend to the honour, peace, profperity,
and happinefs of man. It has been earned by their
virtue, and fupported by their courage. Tl Peo-
ple of Ireland have accomplithed their final redemp-
- 3 tion,

~



P I SR e e el gy o, e P ' A

g N AT )

tion, from the ignominious and galling yoke of an
authority #ndelégated by themfelves; and the flavith
principle, which o long held themfelves and their
forefathers, in the thraldom of a foreign jurifdicti-
on, which meafured its policy on the fcale of itS'own
iriterefts, now only lives in the record of Ireland’s
wrongs. They feela lofty and a manly fenfe of the
confequence of their country. Thev know that, let the
events of the time turn out as they may hereafter,
that {o long as they preferve their Jiberty, their ¢oun-
try muft rife in confequence, and hoid its high place
in the empire. Surely the pure and honeft fpirit of 2
virtuous freedom, cannot be {o foon evaporated and
gone ; and if it be not, a fair ambition to hold our
proper rank and importance, cannot give way to ve-
nality 3 nor the dignified pride, the high feeling of
charadter, which fets one nation on imitating and
emulating the virtue and freedom of another, can-
not, and will not be facrificed to an hungry avarice,
which would mortgage our liberties for remote, du-
bious, and contingent gain. In honeft truth, my
Lord, I can find no force in this example of the
Scottifh Union; it is quite out of the high road of
this nation’s progrefs. If any fimilarity can be
wrefted from the occafion, we cught rather to draw
it from the condu@ of Kngland, than from that of
Scotland. England "and Ireland poffels the fame
Conftitutions, and that which the former has con/?i-
tutionally doney, may be fairly offered as a rule of
condué, though not always as a rule of policy, to
the latter. " But did England, by the humiliation of
Scotland, and the annexation of it to her heiftlf]
did fhe wviolate ber own freedom ? Did fhe run
againft and overfet any principle of antient Saxon
Liberty in herfelf 7 Did fhe thew that her repre-
fentatives in  Parliament might vote away the inde-
pendence of the kingdom, and the conftitutional liber-
ties of the People, and relegate a few Peers and
y ‘ Commoners,
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Commoners to reprefent her in a Scottifh Parliament ?
No, fhe did not. Are the people of lreland to
take example from the condu& of a govémment
like their own, or from that of one wutierly uniike it 2

Qur anceftors, my Lord, when they ‘démanded
explanations of certain matters, from the Judges of
Ireland, more than a century and half ago, did not
trouble their heads about. the manner in which the
Scots decided on conftitutional meafures. Mr. Darcy,
who was appointed by the Commaons.of Ireland, in
the year 1641, to manage a confererice with a coms«
mittee of the idoufe of Lords, gth June, 1641,
opened the fentiments of the Commons, on the quef-
tions propounded to the Judges, with the following
preamble : |

¢ Inafmuch as the fubje@s of this kingdome are
« free, loyale, and dutifull fubje&s to his.moft excel-
¢ lent Majefty, their nativial liege Lord and King ;
“ and to be governed only by the common lawes of
« England, and ftatutes of force in this kingdome, in
““ the fame manner and forme as his Majefty’s {ubjedls
“ of the kingdome of England, are, and ought to be
«« governed by the fame common lawes and ftatutes of
“ force in that kingdome, which of right the fubjeéts
< of this kingdome doe challenge and make protefta-
« tion to be their birth-right and beft inberitance, &c.”

Mr. Darcy remarks on this preamble, ¢ To man-
tayne the preamble to the queftions, (viz.) that this
nation ought to be governed by the common lawes
of Ergland, that the great charter, and many other
beneficial ftatutes of England, are here of force, by
reafoning or argumentation, were to alter a foundation
Jayed 460 yeares paft, and to fhakea ttately building
thereon ereted by the providence and induttrie of all
the enfuing times and ages, This is {o unanfwera-
ble a truth, and a principle {o cleere, that it proveth
all, it needeth not to be proved or reafoned.”

fity I cannot
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I cannot think fo poorly of ourfelves, as to permit
myfelf to entertain the dread, that our Parliaments
are not fufficiently aware of the evil tendency of this
meafure, which they are about to agitate. The awful
inftitutes, the ancient and folemn doétrines of the Con-
ftitution, muft leave upon the public mind, many ftrong
“and forcible impreffions ; and as the eve of feparation
excites, in ordinary matters, new {ympathies and en-
dearments, the pang of departure brirgs the object
clofer to our affedtions; perhaps before we turn our
backs on cur Conftitution, the parent of our liberty,
and our recent profperity, fome emotions, not un-
worthy of us, fome recollection of paft fervices, may
tempt us to put off the {ad and irrevocable moment
of eternal feparation. I would not, my Lord, waive
one fingle principle in favour of the civil liberty
which our Conftitution profefles, for all the proffers,
which all the Kings and Minifters of the earth, could
‘make to the people of Ireland.  Rely upon it, as
long as we continue to be independent, we {hall con-
‘tinue to profper ; but that the @ra of our declenfion
will commence, the inftant we part with our freedom,
for any thing elle, however fhewy in {peculation,
which may be held out to ws. If we once give up
the manly heart, there is an end of us; and we can
only preferve that, by pertinacioufly adhering to our
independent Conftitution.  But after all, what are we
to have for our freedom, fuppofing the right of Yar-
- liament to fling us down at the fect and mercy of the
Englifh Minifter, were unqueflioned ? In what fhape
"does it come to us? It is hatched in filence, and in
fecret conference ; not by ourfelves, for we cannot be
{o blind as not to fee, that it is not for our honour or
our intereft, but by thofe whofe intereft it manifeftly
is. The Britifh Minifter has the goodnefs to fignify,
that if we will make a few paltry facrifices of honour,
character, independence, and its confequent profpe-
rity, that he will moft generoufly requite us. With

D what ?
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what 7 What has he to beftow, as a compenfation ?
By what deceptio vifus of ftate juggle, will he conjure
up a painted phantom of advantage, to play before
oureyes for an inftant, vanifh in a moment, and leave
us in a beggared and befotted plight, the vi@ims of
a bafe and ftupid credulity ? < Relinquifh vour Con-
ftitution, fays he; and although I may, whenever 1
think proper, ftop an Englith clamour, by an Irifh
tax, and exercife the power moft odious in legiflati-
on, that of reftraining your trade, and levying taxes
on your confumption, yet, I affure you, I fhould
fcorn to do fo unhandfome a thing.” ~ Smooth and
fair indeed ; but if the people of Ireland lay altoge-
ther at your mercy, what fervice have you it in your
power to do them ? They have, at this moment,
the market with the Britifh colonies in the Weft
Indies, and on the coaft of Africa, open to them, on
the fame terms as it is open to the merchants of
Great Britain: the Eaft Indies they had a right to
trade to, if they had not given it as a compliment,
as they are now (it is feared by fome) going to give
their independence. On the trade with America,
there is no reftraint whatfoever ; and this trade would,
In itfelf, in times of peace, be enough to difpofe of
all the goods we could export. ’Tis an infinite
market for all we have to exchange, and opens the
moft ample career to our induftry, and the moft lu-
crative temptations to our manufa@ures, We might
trade, if the war were ended, with any nation in KEu-
Tope, export our own merchandizes of every kind,
and bring back returns of cvery fort, unfettered and
unclogged; except as the policy of our own free
Parliament ‘may think it expedient, for the public
interefts, to lay reftraints on the exports and import..
Great Britain is 7be only nation in Europe, the markets
of which are clofed againft our general merchandize,
And now, my Lord, what is there Jeft for the Brit'th
Minifter to beftow on us ? Not the trade of the Weft

,. Indies,
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Indies, for we haveit already; and the like may be
faid of the whole globe, except that of Great Britain.
Well, but we fhall have the Britifh market open to
us. Thatis only to fay, that the Britith Parliament
will either leffen, or take off, the high duties on the
importation of Irith sgoods into England: Which
is, in plain fenfe, to convert a matter of juftice, into
a meafure of policy; and for the Minifter to bribe
us to our own degradation, by his promifing to act
with more equity by us, in the Channel trade, than
he has hitherto thought it proper to ufe. But is not
this an infulting fallacy, meant rather to mock us,
than ferve us? Is it for this, that we are to permit
the meafure of an Union to be whirled along with
fuch unbecoming precipitancy ? It has been faid, that
the Union England gets nothing, whereas Ireland
may have a more enlarged market for her commodi-
ties, by the removal of the prohibitory duties laid on
them in England : doubtlefs, it is a very realonable
expectation, that Great Britain, difparaging and dif-
qualifying herfelf, and throwing on us all the luftre
‘and envy of her profperity, fhould, fo difinterefted-
ly, minifter to our fortunes. What modeft and
continence in ambition ! what chaftity in power and
s« preponderance |” what tendernefs in avarice! what
confcience in force ! But is it getting nothing, to be
able to clog Ireland with a land tax, and, at will too?
to clog her infant commerce, with impofts ? To in-
duce by incentives, operating with the force of com-
pulfion, her men of property to live in London?
To have the patronage of the kingdom, for the Mi-
nifter to range over, free and uncontrouled ? To be
able to allay the heat of the entire and unbroken
force of the Parliamentary influence of England, in
occafional oppofition, by Lawn flesves, Judges places,
Commiflioners of the Revenue, &c. &c. for depend-
ents in Ireland. Proftrate Ireland, then, her fate
fealed, For EVER, could be managed without the

D2 favours
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favours fometimes thrown from the hand of power to
thofe who can contend with it, but never to thofe
who are unable to thwart it. But, by the terms of
the Union, certain ftipulations will be entered into,
which will preferve Irith commerce from unreafonable
burthens, and have the effeét of preventing  thofe
mifchiefs we in fo lively a manner apprehend.  If che
condition be broken, what remedy is left for us ? We
may ufe the language of infulted honour, wounded
pride, or repining credulity—but it will “be to little
purpofe ; our oppreflors will not fweeten the bitter-
nefs of that cup, which they themfelves have drugged
with the'gall of infult. Power can never be curbed
but by keeping a fteady pull, and an unyielding
hand; throw the rein on the neck for a moment,
and you will be thrown to the duft. = Political faga-
city is, at beft, but fhort fighted, and the deepeft
fchemes of the politician, theeffe@s of his beft mea-
{ured undertakings, often but reproach his judgment,
by their confequences, and fhew him the fallacy of
his means. But if we feal the bond which binds us
in this obligation, though our hopes be fruftrated,
and our promifes faded into the blanknefs of difap-
pointment, we have po remedy by which we may
repair the workings of our own folly. Our dreams
of wealth, profperity, and repofe, may vanifh, but
our low fubferviency, and our proftrate fortunes, re-
main unalterably fettled, or left to the hazard of a
cvil war.  Qur complaints will be anfwered with
cafuiftry.” This Scotch Union, which has of late
been painted and tricked out with fuch allurin

finery, cught to apprize us of what may befall our-
felves. Judge Blackftons in a note to page 97, vol.
1, of his Commentaries, favs, « it may be juftly
¢« doubted, whether even fuch an infringement (i e.
““ aninfringementof thofe puints which, when they were
““deparate and independent nations, it was mutually

« ft pu’lratcd
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“ ftipulated thould bea « fundamental and ¢ffential con-
“ dition of the Union)” though a manifeft breach of
““ good faith (unlefs done upon the moft prefling ne- -
“ ceflity), woold of itfelf di/folvz the Union : for the
“ bare 1deaof a ftate, without a power fomewhere vefted
‘“ to alter every part of its laws, is the height of {uch
“inpolitical abfurdity. The truth feems to be, that
““ an #ncorporate Union (which is well diftinguifhed by
“a very learned Prelate from a fwderal alliance, where
“fuch’ an infringement would certainly refcind the
‘ compact) the two contralting ftates are totally anni-
“ hilated, without any power of a revival, and a third
¢ arifes from their conjunétion, in which all the rights
“ of fovereignty, and particularly that of legiflation.
“ muft of neceflity refide. (See Warburton’s Alliance,
“ 195). But the wanton or imprudent exertion of this
“‘ right, would probably raife a very alarming ferment
“ in the minds of individuals; and therefore it is
“ hinted above, that fuch an attempt might endanger
“ (though by no means deftroy) the Union.”

It is thus that the complaints of the opprefled
Irith will be hereafter replied to, if her freedom
fhall once pafs the irremeabilis unda. We are pro-
mifed, it feems, very oftentatious compenfations for
the relinquithment of our Conftitution.  But it does
not often happen, that a man in his fenfes will part
with a Jong poffefled benefit, for the airy reward of a
few fmooth f{ounding contingencies. 1t cofts the Mi-
nifter of England nothing, to give us jpecu/ation 5 bue
1t will coft us a great deal ; it will be a dreadful
- purchale indeed, if we pay down our independence in
this bargain. If all that is promifed were realized,
we fhould lofe‘incalculably ; and it may be proved to
a demonftration, that the benefits held out, are por
within the compafs of probability. On this part of
the fubject, 1 fhall perhaps have to addrefs you again 3
that is, itunhappily our ftupidity and madnefs fhould

gain
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ain ground ; at prefent 1 am more dilpofed to notice
the futility of the topics generally urged to promote
our declenfion in every thing, and to take my ground
on the mcompatlblhty of the Parliamentary autho-
vity to bring it to the iffue, of what we may gain or
lofe.

Of the many whimfical advantages promifed, we
are told, with the prefumption and towering airs of
wlfdom, which the noify and the fhallow make the
inftruments of impofition, on the minds of the un-
wary, that we may bave a modus for tythes coupled
with the Union. May not fuch a matter be as eafily
effected at this moment, as at any other ? And can
we rationally {uppofe that the members of the Britifh
Parliament, with a few 'of our exiled legiflators
amongft them, are better able to adjuft this, or any
other internal regulation, than our own Parliaments
at this day? May not the other promifed arrange-
ments be as well entered on now as hereafter; and
infinitely better than under the circumftances pro-
pofed tous? 1 fee no reafon, my Lord, why the
Roman Catholic Clergy fhould not now, as well as
at any other time, be above the poor dependence
they now hold on the very weaknefles of a negle&ed,
unenlightened and ignorant peafantry. The policy
of cocrcion is only adapted for an exigent occafion ;
it can never be a living fyftem, under afree Govern-
ment 3 it muft occafion fuch tofling and tumbling
of the public paflions, that the fword muft interpofe
too often, and it will ever be found ineffe&ual.
The experience of the world decries it. Other
means muft be reforted to; and thofe are, the pa-
rental and healing policy of inculcating a better moral
fyftem, by means which are ordinary, and lye ready
at our hand. If it be rendered incumbent on the
Koman Catholic Paftor to paft the ordeals of aca-

demic difcipline; if he become liberalized in his
views,
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views, and’ independent, as far as a modeft compe-
tence may render him, he wil] be above adapting
himfelf to the prejudices.of his flock ; he wil| pre-

fcribe a better coutroul on their fenfibilities, and bete-

ter precepts to their minds; he will have an intereft
of an higher fort, in their decency and good order,
Bat furely we may do this with a better grace among
ourfelves, than have jt altogether afcribed to the ge.
nerofity of Britith controul, We may juft as well
inflitute parochial fchools for al] orders and forts of
our countrymen; raife to a feemly and decent re-
{pectability at leaft, the temples of prayer, and coni
tinue as we are, as have the amelioration of our ftate;
coupled with the lofs of our Preteafions as a nation,

€ are, in the exuberance of Britith beneficence,
promifed-a Viceroy, thar Dublin Jhall-be the refidencs
of - bis court, and thas amufements may be cultivated,
as there will be lefs attention Jo . polities.  So thar it
appears we are to have the burthen and expence of
anidle pageant, when we have loft all efficient autho.
rity’; a fort of Viceregal mummery—an emafculated
cypher of ftate bombait; the ineffe@tive femblance
- of vigour, a mere eunuch in power, to move before
the mob in a pertodical flourith of ponderous and
unmeaning pomp. Inftead of our charaéter as a na-
tion, in the place of every thing honourable and
dear to us,” we are to be gratified with amufements.,
We may idly lolt in circufles and amphitheatres, and,
laggard and degenerate, contemplate frats of horfe.
manthip, jack puddings, and dancing dogs, while all
the fime the Biitith Parliament are good naturedly
blowing away their lungs, for the honour and advan.
tage of the People who were once Irithmen | 7.4
quantum Niobe, Niobe diftabat ab ills.

Dublin alfo, it is (aid," i5 10 be the bead-quarters of
the army.~ It is of fingular advantage to London,
that his Royal Flighneis the Commander in Chief

kee ps
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keeps his office there. No doubt we fhould have
our proportion of fuch advantages. A foreign Le-
giflature, and 2 military Minifter, and then Jrifhmen
need not to take much trouble, at leaft about this
world. It will be a miraculous emollient, however,
for the pinchings of our pride, and the lamentations
made for our freedom, thus irrevocably gone, that
the Commander in Chief is to refide in our decaying
metropolis | Oppida quodam tempore floreniiffima fue-
runt, nuic, profiraia et diruta anie oculos jacent.

We have been reckoned a People of quick feel-
ings, but the very life-blood fhould feem pricked out
of us, if we can confider thofe matters with much
infenfibility. 1f we can behold ourfelves facrificed
to a few unruminated regulations of trade, and fallen
from our ftate and dignity ; the wealth of the country
drawn away for diffipation in another kingdom —a cir-
cumftance of moft extenfive evil ; the talents of the-
Jand exiled, and doomed to another theatre of aétion;
the nobles, the faded forms of departed greatnefs,
without influence, weight, authority, or power, court-
ing ’mid the purlieus of St. James’s, the compla-
cency of {fome kind-hearted Scot, or humble Eng-
lifhman, who might vouchfafe to liften to their fuit,
on behalfof a friend in their own country. If we can
{ee this in imagination without emotion, itis of little
confequence how foon we bow the neck. The metro-

olis may crumble into ruins, the feat of learning may
be deferted, an event infallibly true, and a more
modifh place of education may allure to it our youth
of high hopes, the real ornament of every country.
All this may happen,and we may become a beggarly
fet of pedlars and peafants, to raife provifions, and
foldiers for the King’s army, under the rod of a
Verres, and juft of confequence enough, to call down
the proud and contemptuous demeanour of thofe to
whom we have leafed out, for ever, the freedom of
our country.

W hether
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Whether or not it is expedient to yield to the
example of Jacobin France,* whofe enormous and
unrelenting tyranny, confounds ftates and countries
into an undiftinguifhed mafs, and then cafts them
into her gulph of general incorporation, 1 fhall not
now take into confideration. I never liked examples
drawn from the republic of blood and regicide;
though fure I am, thereare fome who would draw into
precedent the crimes of any country, when the ex-
ample of a crime will ferve their turn; [ content my-
felt with building my hopes on a conftitational f:cu-
rity, as we cannot be undone, fo long as our Parlia-
ments keep in view their own duties, and the People’s
rights. We have now, with Great Britain, one
common interefty we muft rife with her, or we muft
fall with her. We fight in the fame battles, at her
fide, by fea and land. We have a fimilar frame of
polity, the fame language, and laws. Of all 7ucor?
porations, we now have that which is the moft
forcible and binding that is imaginable—an inter-
mixture of interefts, wove in the fame web, ftrength-
ened by the ties of blood, and confirmed, and bound
by the very ligaments of nature. Can any Union
be ftronger? Can acold and fpeculating hypocrify,
a plotting and artful ftate juggle, devife.an Union
more binding, permanent, and honourable, between
two independent nations? Is it neceffary that we
fhould lofe our honour and independence to keep in
good humour with our fifter kingdom ? Shall we
be nearer to her affections, and more worthy our
own felf-love,.when we fhall be difgraced, humbled,

and enflaved 2 Is not this a moft monftrous vagary

of the brain ? |

But the  Union is to keep us quiet, and to
enfure peace and profperity. How fo? Where is
the chance for that? If to circumfcribe the means

* Ibid. page 9.
of
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of knowledge, be to make men more wife, this fancy
may be indulged:* If a numerous reprefentative body
of Commons, and a proportionate number of Peers,
with competent means of local knowledge in a coun-
try, the peculiarity of whofe internal condition, de-
mands the moft pointed fagacity, the moft induftri-
ous wifdom, perpetually active; if thefe, taught by
the condenfed force of public opinion, and partaking
of the public fympathies, cannot devife means to
infure us repofe (as fome would either wickedly or
foolifhly inculcate), what hope can we reafonably en-
tertain, that diminithed in numbers, and honour,
and tranfported to a foreign country, remote from
thofe powerful and neceflary influences, they fhall
become more adequate to promore public peace on
the ground of public interet 2 An expe&tation of
this nature is beyond any thing I could have conceived
of humanolly. .

But obferve the arts which are working our dif-
aftrous deftiny. The People are informed of the
afcendancy of the Englifh Cabinet, and of the com-
pliance of their Parliaments, in order that they may
become indifferent about them, and be as contented
with a decent fort of qualified flavery, as with an 1n«
dependence debauched into a confirmed corruption.™
Itis my opinion, that the writer of the letter alluded
to, fhould be called to anfwer for a libel at leaft, be-
fore the bar of the Commons of this kingdem ; but
this 1 give as an obiter opinion, ' -

We indeed muft be in a moft fatal lethargy, if
our fenfe of freedom be fo dull and blunted, as from
fuch bafe artifice muft be prefumed of us. Should
not this roufe us a little ? Should it not call on the
exercife of an energetic virtue? My Lord, if we
have one .generous fpark left unextinguithed, we
may be yet fhamed into a love for our country, and

* Ibid, Page 12—14. .
: riue
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rife eminently in renovated honour, above the crook-
ed policy which is now undifguifedly labouring to
our ¢ternal humiliation, our everlafting {ubjecion.

- The upper ranks of our country are told from bigh
authority, that a difcuffion of the meafure is all that
1s defired by the Britith Minifter, and that it (hall not
be forced onus, if it then appears unpalatable or im-
politic : -premifing, at the fame time, that fome {acri-
fices muft be made for the acquifition of the folid ad-
~vantages which we are promifed.

If this crafty treaty be entered into, the meafure
will be introduced into Parliament immediately ; and
if it be, before the public mind has had time to pro-
teft againft fuch indecent precipitation, o furely will
it be carried through, The Jacobin grins in joy at
this profped: he is on the watch; vecatus, et now
Vocatus, audit, It is entirely favourable to his views.
On the very hafte and hurry of this meafure, he
builds his favourite and darling hope, of feeing the
two countries feparated: And he reafons with as
much accuracy, as wickednefs. If the people be
durprifed into this meafure, there are enough to tell
them of it. Every fadtion who would earn popula-
rity, is fure of it, folopg as fo plaufible a topic of
public wrong be defcanted upon, They will remind
the People, and upon the ftatement of a Minifterial
Pamphleteer, that England now maintains 44,000
foldiers in this country; that the communications of
the Prefs are timidly made, with a {crupulous cau-
tion not to offend thofe in power ; and that in the pre-
fent ftate of thecountry, the People are not aflembled,
after their wonted conftitutional manner, to inftrud
their reprefentatives. Al parties will make the beft
of thefe ingredients, towards a public clamour. The
late fermentation, or one as formidable, may be re-
kindled, and the fabric of the Union, like the walls
of Jericho, may fall at the found of the trumpet.

| L3 L Bug
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But what are we called on to difcufs ? Simply and
plainly this. The Parliament of Ireland are called
on to devife the moft compendious mode of breaking
faith with the People, of betraying their liberties,
and of fubjugating them to any modification ‘of bon-
dage, which the Britifh Minifter may chufe to impofe
on them. 1f we be fallen from our high ftate, a free
Parliament is the nobleft, and moft efficient engine of
recovery and regeneration, While we preferve that,
nothing is hopelefs—defpair can never hold the maf-
tery. Let us then not {ee our liberties violated, and
let us not permit our Conftitution to be betrayed.
1t cannot be overthrown by any other power on earth,
than a fuicide Parliament ; and even then, if the Peo-
ple know their rights, they may redeem it from de-
ftruction, and fet the fame upon its antient bafe. Our
Conftitution is indeed ereéted ‘on broad, and deep-
laid fundamental principles, Fundamental laws, my
Lord, are thofe which grafp within their ftrong
compafs, the very form ‘and fubftance of the flate,
prefcribe to it its proper and peculiar mould, and
prevent the mutilation of its frame. They are the
parent fprings of law, the legiflating principle, the
laws that dictate other laws, and defend them, that
decide on their {pirit, that define their obje&; that
hoid the conftituted authority within the circle of his
trutt ; that reprefs his encroachments on his conftitu-
ents, and hinder him, as much from yielding his
place to his co-¢ftates, as from cancelling the powers
deputed to his care. Our fundamental laws enclofe
and encircle the mafs and fubflance of our laws, fta-
tutes, and cultoms, binding, and confining by a con-
f1i:utional coercion, as well the Prince that would
govern without Parliaments, as the Parliaments that
would furrender their legiflative right, and the liber-
ties of their conflituents, into the hands of the Prince.
The fundamental Jaws have been infringed and be-
‘ | trayed
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trayed by both. The Parliament of Henry VIII. who
conferred on the Royal Proclamation the force and
authority of a ftatute, betrayed the People, and broke
their truft ; and the unfortunate Charles, while he
tried to exalt his authority above the laws, and to ab-
rogate the fundamental principles of the ftace, rofe
not'to power, but to a {caffold.

It matters not by what means the bafis principles
of the Conftitution be attacked. Between extortion
and furrender, fraud and force, treachery and ufur-
pation, there is but little, if any, difference.” The
Conftitution diftributes the powers, and meafures to
each the quantum of operation. The fundamental
and conftitutional law watches over, and infpeéts that
diftribution, and preferves the meafure, The gravity
or the antiquity of a ftatute, does not make it confti-
tutional. Fundamental, conftitutional law, is not
confined to a fingle ftatute, though it be of ever fuch
importance or fanctity ; but it1s that which preferves
the equipoife and - independence of the fovereign le-
giflative power in the fame difiribution, and in the fame
poffeffion where it is committed by the Conttitution.

“For my own part, my Lord, I cannot fee the
profpect before us, with fo hopele(s an eye, as to
confent to a wicked encroachment on the fundamental
law. On the contrary, I'augur fanguinely from the
very means which are ufed for effecting our perennial
bondage, as from thole which preferve our freedom.
We have among us abundant means of rectifying our
errors. We have received much fevere inftrucion in
the fchool of adverfity, and it isimpofliblé that we can
poflels fuch an hebetude of mind, as not to be able to
profit by our recent leffons. Let it be remembered,
that though confufion and crime have ftained the land,
and the moft atrocious of ali crimes, rebellion, has
inflicted on us the ftamp of its mifery, yet that the
manhood and the virtue of our native characer, have

faved
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favedus from their predominance. Theloyalty of men
who love Freedom, the Laws, and their Prince, has
been confpicuoufly exerted. The Barof Ireland fet
the example of a free, yeomanry army ; thatexam-
ple was followed, and Jacobin rebellion difmayed and
crufhed. Let us get credit for that, and who would
defpair of acountry, where, in fuch times, and.amid
fuch difafters, fo much credit has been {o honourably
maintained ? If we try to be virtuous, we muft fuc-
ceed, and if we fucceed, we muft be happy. But
neither virtue nor happinefs ever followed a national
degradation. 'We have taken folemn oaths to defend
the conftitution, as it #5 eftablifhed by law. How
can we defert that we have {fworn to defend, and fuffer
it, confiftent with fuch obligations, to be caft down,
and a mif-fhapen caricatura ufurp its place ? Cafuifts
may folve and qualify this objeétion, but I cannot.
< Ireland can mever be undone, bus by a Parliament.”
But it fhould be recollected, that even the authority
of Parliament has a bound ; that they are not em-
powered to defert and betray their conftituents, but
to ferve them ; that they are 7e/ponfible for the truft
committed to their charge; and that if they fhould
make ever fo {olemn a furrender of the public liberties
to any hand, power, or ftate whatfoever, that fur-
render would be, 7pfo falio, voip ; that if the People
have reafon to apprehend any fuch confpiracy againft
them, THEY HAVE A RIGHT not only to put in their
proteft, but to renounce the deed, and refufe obe-
dience; and that in fuch a cafe the delegation they
had made would be diffolved.

Thefe, my l.ord, are not only my fentiments,
but thofe of every man who loves Liberty, and
underftands the Conftitution. I have fpoken plain,
but I have fupprefled more, I could not ftand
gagged by circumftances, and not. {peak out, when
the e/ernal freedom of my country is menaced. I

would




( 33 )Y W™

would rather the fubje& had not been provoked ;
but as it has, I could not fuffer the independence
of Ireland to be crucified between two thieves, the
fear of tumult on the one hand, and the love of
commercial gain, feen in vifions and fancies on the
other, without entering my firm oppofition to its
execution. Enemies, no doubt, we have, of ever

kind, within and without ; but when Cafar fell, the

friend’s blow was keeneft felt, and Brutus gave
¢¢ th’ unkindeft ftab of all.”

Iam, &c. &c.
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