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MY LORD, ‘ |
H AD it been poffible to forefee the dif- |

ficulties you were to encounter, it wonld
have reqﬁired even more fortitude than your
Excellency poffeffes, to undertake the ad-
miniftration of  this diftrated Kingzdom.
You were in the calm enjoyment of prof-
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perity and\fame; You wanted neith
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wealth noer jpower; You were malle:

every thing, which the retrofpedt
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a@ive and fuccefsful life can impart to the
well conftituted and honeft mind.—You
might have pleaded the 'Spe&aturn‘ﬁtis &
donatum jam rude,” but you relinquith-
ed your repofe for turbulence, for prejudice,
for envy and ill-humour.—You voluntarily
abandoned the moft defirable and embraced
the moft embarrafling fituation. Let vulgar
calumny interpret as it may the motives of
your condu&, I amperfuaded, it originat-
ed in obedience to the orders of your So- .
vereign, and in attachment to the interefls

of his empire. p

Had you been fent for the mere purpofe
of fupprefling the rebellion, your name,
which carries conqueft in its train, would
have beena fufficient {ecurity to us and to
your warmeft friends.—But your arrival was
poftponed, ’till its violence had fubfided,
and you found us in a comparatively tran-
quil ftate. The principle, however, was

ftill vigorous, and the abettors of it were
- bufily




bufily employed.—Some local difturbances
continued to exift, the inevitable embers of
fuch a conﬂagrafion ; but they were not of
a defcription nor a magnitude for an army
to extinguith. 'The advantages, we fhould
have derived from your military talents,
were no longer to be looked for, and not
having occafion for your prowefs in the
field, we repofed with confidence on your
wifdom in the cabinet. No common ex-
ercife of refolution, no ordinary fhare of
talent were demanded there. It was no
eafy tafk to reconcile the jarring elements
of this tempeftuous climate: On one fide,
a defperate and deep-laid confpiracy had
inftigated the rebel to the moft enormous
outrages, whilft ‘on the other, what had
begun in reafonable refiftance, had grown
into a cruel and indifcriminate perfecution,
fo that thepeaceable and unoffending who
were alike detached from both, knew not

which, to dread, the bayonet or the pike.

Here



Here then was a line of much nicety tQ ;:

be drawn. Punithment to the convi&dd

traitor was obv:ouﬂy at once your dutyc,gnd
your inclination; but, I infift, my Lord,
that in rcﬁralmng the excefles of the {ol-
dicry, you were obedient to the-difates of
humanity and wifdom. Ha__d your heart
been filent on the fubjed, your under-
flanding muft have argued, that it was
better to reclaim thanto exterminate a
people, and that doubtful as the event
might be, it certainly was well worthy of
the experiment. Enou'rh of blood had
been fpilt to fatlsfy the moft fanguinary,
and you faw, that it was high time to ftop
its melanchely effufion. You thought the
burning of a cottage refleGted no luftre on
your caftle, and you forbad the continuati-
on of that mifchievous and wicked prac-
tice. You were convinced, that houfelefs
hordes of women and of children were far
from an acceffion of refpeGability or rich-
€s
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es to the ftate, and you permitted them to
enjoy the comforts and Juxuries of their
cabins. Ina word, my Lord, you judged
it neceffary to relax the feverity of the {yf-
tem, which had been ated on, and un-
appalled by the outery of the cruel, «the
bigotcd and the weak, you had the mag-
nanimity to perfevere in what you felt to
be your duty.

Such were your {entiments; fuch, was
the foundation of that lenity, for which
you have beén fo grofsly, and I will add,
ridiculoufly calumniated.  Attempts have
been made to whifper away your reputa-
tion, and it has been f{aid, that your in-
tention was not to'terminate but to encou-
rage the rebellion, to keep alive the anxie-
ties, the uncertainties and the apprehenfi-
ons of theloyal, to difguft them with this
country, its. conftitution, and its inhabi-
tants, and finally to force them on a folici-
tation of that Uxion, which is afferted to

B be
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be the grand aim and obje& of your mif=
fion. From afperfions, fuch as thefe, even
to me, who am in private life a ftranger
to your Lordthip, it will be painful to vin-
dicate your character, ~What then muft
your fenfations be, filled with the confci-
ous pride of innocence, and . knowing
yourfelf incapable to harbour for a mo-
ment {o flagitious a defign! For a long
time, I could with difficulty be induced
to believe that the charge was ferioufly pre-
ferred, - I was willing to afcribe to thought-
leflnefs and folly, what Ihad hoped could
not be traced to the malignity of man’s
heart.  They, who had been afflifted by
{uch recent and terrifying calamities, fthould
have confidered well, before they liftened
to the poffibility of your replunging them
into the horrors of rebellion.  But in efti-
mating your condué, all reference to hu-
ran nature has been capricioufly reje@ed.
On the wildeft conje@ure and without the

flighteft proof, have you been arraigned as
- fuch
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fuch a monfter, as to the honor of man- .
kind, I fay, does not difgrace the fpecies.
Unfounded as the calumny may be, its cir-
culation has been general. Let me thén
appeal to the good fenfe and candour of
my countrymen, and afk, do they really ima-
gine that you or the Sovereign you reprefent
would rifk the inundation of the land once
more with the blood of her own citizens,
even for the accomplithment of the moft
defirable event? have they the common
feelings of humanity themfelves, and can
they think, you would deliberately tear
open the wounds, which had begun to heal,
and glut your eyes with the incalculable
miferies, that flow from civil difcord? No,
my Lord, in the volume of hiftory, it
would be vain to feek a parallel or prece-
dent for fuch prodigious cruelty.—In form-
ing an opinion of mens’ actions, experi-
ence is a fafe and good guide.—Afluredly
then, a reign of uninterrupted benevolence

fheuld have exempted the Father of his
B2 people
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people from fo fevere an imputation. —
Scarcely can the bafe ingratitude to Him be
expiated. But to you, my Lord, atone-
ment may be made. I entertain the hepe,
that whenever thofe queftions fhall be pro-
pofed and weighed, your much injured and
hitherto unfullied name fhall meet the only
reparation its libellers can offer—acknow-
ledgment of their error.  Indeed it were
a fingular and unhappy depravity of mind
which would have driven you to our ifland
to blaft thofe laurels, under the thade of
which you lay, the pride, the envy and
the admiration of youf céuntry_n;en.

But waving fuch confiderations, conclu-
five as they may be, and for the fake of
argument allowing, that an Union with
Great-Britain was the primary objeét of
vour adminiftration, I do maintain, that
keeping alive the rebellion, fo far from hav-
ing a tendency to expedite and advance,

would have endangered, if not totally
defeated
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defeated its accomplithment. TIn a meafure

of fuch importance, it is well known, that -
a Lord Liecutenant of Ireland muft have |
atted under the dire®ion of the Britith
Minifter. His adverfaries may have fome
fufpicions of his diﬁngereﬁed affe&ion for
this country, but ‘they can have none of
the fincerity of his wifhesfor the power
and integrity of the Empire at large. He
has not yet forfeited the reputation of a
wife and able ftate{man ; andI.cannot com-
prehend the wifldom, which to ftrengthen
the connexion between the two kingdoms
would hazard their entire and eternal {epa-
ration. ‘The profeffed obje& of the rebel,
I fpeak of the leaders, is that {eparation,
18 to eflablith an-independent Republic.
The profefled obje@ of the minifter is'to
prevént if not the poffibility of the attempt,
at leaft the probability of fuccefs in future.
By what ftrange inconfiftency, can it then
be arguéd, when their ends are diametri-

cally oppefite; that their means fhall be
{o
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{o exadly correfpondent ? that the Goverti-
ment fhall have protradted the rebellion,
and tolerated the traitor with a view to
the proje@ed meafure of an Union ; that
time fhall have been defignedly afforded to
the rebel for recruiting and rallying his for-
" ces, for making and diftributing his arms,
for diffeminating and mafuring his fedition,
when the avowed aim of his adivity is the
countera&ion of that meafure, and even
the fubverfion of the Government itfelf?
Really, my Lord, the abfurdity of the
charge is too glaring for the mind to dwell
upon with patience. The fituation of this
country would alone fuffice to fhew the
dangerous and wicked folly of fuch con-
du&. But thisis notall. It is not enough,
that the inteftine treafon continued to be
formidable, and only waited its opportunity
to break out with renovated vigour. The
terror of invafion was impending ftill, and
was deferred, but till our people had re-

covered from their firft defeat and were in
a con-
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a condition to co-operate with the enemy’s
defign. It is too foon for us to forget
what we fo lately were expofed to. We
are indebted to a varied combination of oc-
currences for our efcape. Were it not for
much accidental good fdrtune at one fide,
and as much unforefeen ill fortune at the
other, Great Britain would not now be
oceupied in recommending the adoption of
a falutary meafure, but in refcuing us from
the tyranny, the plunder and the cruelty
of France. Let then the confequences of
rebellion to the Empire at large and to this
Kingdom in particular be refle@ed on; let
the intrigue, the vigilance and the power
of the enemy be- taken into confideration ;
and what rational or honeft man can fo-
lemnly declare himfelf of opinion, that for
the attaioment of an Union, you would
have invited the renewal of a civil war,
alded and invigorated by the invafion of a
foreign foe? The unnatural alliance may

prefent. itfelf ere long, ‘then fhall we have

too
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too much of melancholy proof, that no man
could be folicitous for the fituation in which
you, my Lord, muft neceflarily be placed,
that no Minifter could wantonly “have pro-
voked a conteft, in which every fuccefs
would be national misfortune,_'and every

triumph, national degradation. ‘

That fo great a militaryforce thould have
remained here unemployed. has given rife
to an infinity of conjeCture and an abun-
dance of abufe. The ingenious politician
muft account for every thing, and cares not
at the expence of whofe character and feel-
ings, his difficulties are folved. Becaufe the
army has not been adtually engaged in hof-
tilities, it.is concluded, that they are de-
tained, for the purpofe of intimidating the
people by their prefence, and if neceflary,
eftablithing the Union by their fwords. If
they have operated as a preventive body,
and by deterring the rebel from infurretion,
have faved the country from revolution,
{o far from being indignant at the armiftice,

for _
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on this country, and by the affiftance of
ftill more favage domeflic traitors, have de-

luged it at this moment in blood, and cut

out for us vaftly more dreadful work than
arguing about an Union, had not their
plans of murder and rapine been provi-
dentially difconcerted by the critically op-
portune interference of the brave and ac-
tive Sir John Warren. Thefe inftances
ferve to demonfirate that, notwithftanding
all the noife we make about our boafted-of
Independence, we are not capable of de-
fending ourfelves from the infults of any
furrounding, rapacious enemy.  And
fhould Great Britain leave us wholly to
ourfelves, by withdrawing from us the
protedtion of her irrefiftible Navy, I thud-
der at the very thought of the miferable
condition in which {uch an event would
involve us.

“Divide and govern,” is the maxim a-

dopted by all tyrants who apprehend a {uc-
C

a
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cefsful or formidable oppofition to their
arbitrary machinations, from a firm coaliti-
on againft them of the different parties
upont whom they had evil defigns. . By
the arts of intrigue and policy Philip of
Macedon firft obtained the completion of
his ambitious views upon the Grecian fates;
and by jealoufy and civil diffenfions among
themfelves, they afterwards became an
cafy prey to enemies whom they had be-
fore effeCtually bafiled by their unanimity.
The federal plan refpectively cemented be-
tween the Dutch Provinces, the Swifs Can-
tons, and the North American States, clear-
ly exhibits the expediency of a clofe con-
nexion between them to preferve their ge-
neral Independence; and the proximity-of
Scotland to England, between which the
Partition-wall is almoft ideal, fatisfactorily
proves that Nature intended they thould
be united under one head, not only as a
preventative againft inteftine commotions
among themf{elves, but alfo to advance
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their power and confequence, and to fe-
cure them the more ftrongly againft the hof-
tile proje@s of any enemy that looked
upon them with a jealous eye, or feriouily

‘meditated their {ubjugation. Highly ap-

plicable to ourfelves is the wife leflon of
the father who, on his death-bed, called
m his fons, to whom he delivered a bun-
dle of twigs tied up, defiring them to break
it, which they in vain effayed to do, but
were able to accomplith it with eafe, when
the rods were fingly prefented to them; from
which he took an opportunity of inculcat-
ing the indifpenfable duty of fraternal con-
cord to mantain their mutual fafety, The

~ inhabitants of Ireland, intimately joined
to Great Britain, and relying upon Pro-

vidence for prote@ion, may {mile with fu-
perlative contempt at the menaces of all
furrounding foes ; f{eparated from England
they muft inevitably become the conquer-
ed vaflals of fome powerful affailant, even
fuppofing our fifter kingdom not to be

C 2
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the attacking nation, but merely to remain

neuter, and leave us to our fate. And if
we heartily bewail the forrows of our
bleeding Country, lacerated fo grievoufly
by civil feuds, I cannot conceive a remedy
{o eflicacious as an Union, not only to heal
our prefent wounds, but alfo toa& asan

antidote to ward - off future onfets from

the.parts which are now found to be fo ve-

ry vulnerable,

It is infinuated that an Union would
prove highly prejudicial to our manufac-
tures, becaufe, ~when the Englith Mer-
chant, burdened with large prote&ing du-
ties 1n our favor, is able to underfel us in
cur own markets, what muft be the cafe
when thefe difliculties are removed? Ad-
mitting this objeGion to be well-founded,
yet T'am led to imagine that the complaint
is to be attributed to our own cor.du& in
a great degree, and that additional induf-
try and frugality on our fide would admi-

niiter a compleat cure for what we are
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difpofed to regard as an intolerable evil.
Sorry am I to obferve that we are deftitute
of that integrity in our dealings which cha-
raQerizes the inhabitants of England in an
eminent manner; that unpardonable pride
deters us from embarking in feveral branch-
es of bufinefs to which they afliduouily ap-
ply themfelves ; and that we frequently re-
tire from the buftle of an a&ive life, to
fquander in luxury and diffipation a for-
tune which we call confiderable, but
which many of our Britith neighbours
would reckon no more than a moderate
cépital for the commencement of trade.
| Befides, fhould we not confider that in

the exportation of Beef, Butter, and vari-

ous other articles, we reap particular be-

nefit; and that we have an exclufive ad-

vantage in our ftaple manufa&ufc, the

‘Linen Trade, in which we muft always

remain unrivalled: And would it not be
i a defirable object for us to fecure, by means
of an Union, the immediate introdution

of feveral Commodities which we acually
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ftand in need of, orare determined to pof-
fefs, but which weare at prefent confirain-
ed to procure in a circuitous channel;, ex-
pofed to much danger by a coafting fea
paflage, and at a fenfibly advanced price.

If I may prefumeto fayany thing rela-
 tive to the number of Peers and Common-
ers, who f{hould reprefent thjs kingdom in
the Britifh Parliament, in confequence of an
Union; 1 would beg leave to fuggeft, that
our four Arch-Bifhops, together with the
Lord Chancellor, the Chief Juftices of the
King’sBench, and Common Pleas, the chief
Baron of Exchequer, and twelve other Lay
Lords, fhould fit in the Houfe of Peers,
either perfonally or by proxy ; ‘a_nd that fixty
members from Ireland, fthould have {eats in
the Houfe of Commons, which we ought to
be contented with ; as Scotland has nat any
reafonable caufe of being diflatisfied with
a fmaller number ; and with the exception
of gentlemen who were attendtng their du-
ty in Parli‘amcnt{ I would approve of the
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exa&ion of an annual tax, to the amount of
five fhillings to the pound, from every per-
fon who enjoyed a landed property in Ire-
land, and yet was an abfentee from it durs
ing three months each year. People indeed,
aCtuated by motives of“intereft, may ex-
claim againft this, as an arbitrary attack
upon the liberty of the fubje@, in not per-
mitting him to refide wherever he chofe, but
furely, to fpeak in the language of Scrip-
ture, ‘“ where the carcafe is, there thall the
Eagles be gathered together;” and in point
of fri equity, where the means of living
are regularly obtained, there ought they alfo
to be expended. However, though I look
upon Abfentees, as the idle drones which rob
the induftrious bees of their honey; yet I
would readily confent that one thoufand of
them, pofefled of five thoufand pounds

annually on an average, fhould withdraw

themfelves altogether from this kingdom,
on condition that an equal number of Bri-
tithmanufaGurers, with a capital of five mil-

lions of pounds, could be prevailed upon to
fettle among us.
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&eﬁde upon a farm, the annual value
of Which has been trebled at leaft fince it
came into my hands, by the care and atten-
tion beftowed uponit; and yet many of
my neighbours who enjoyed equal advan-
tages with me, and had as great domeftic
claims upon them, have fuffered their lands
to remain in a thameful flate of negligence,
merely through floth and idlenefs; for
though they pretended to theoretic know-
ledge, yet they had not refolution to make
experiments  which = might have richly
repaid all their labour and expence. I
mention this, not from any oftentatious
principle with regard to myfelf, becaufe my
line of condu& was no other than what
common prudence dictated, but to expofe
the flovenly, lazy carriage of too many
among my countrymen, and to fthew that
by their own reprehenfible indolence, with
refpe&t to tillage, their grounds have been
much lefs produtive, than they could be
rendered by proper management; and that
the hardfhips which they may occafionally
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night’s repofe his own; can count upon
the honeft carnings of a life of induftry, un-
lefs protected by the vicinity of a military
force? * The anfwer is obvious ; the wit of
man could not devife a proje& to tranquil-
Iife Ireland, circumftanced and fituated as
fhe is, but an incorporated legiflative Uni-
on with Great Britain. You fee, my Lord,
Ientirely reject as an alternative, Catholic
Emancipation, and for thefe fimple reafons,
that T am firmly of opinion, itsconfequences
would ultimately lead to revolution, and
difmemberment of the empire. Its imme.
diate effe@ might be the reftoration of tran-
quillity, and T doubt not, the prefs would
teem with what it has long beena ftranger
to, refolutions of Catholic allegiance, and
the moft folemn pledges of attachment to
his Majeﬂy and his government. But, my
Lord, to come to my conclufion, we muft
extend our -profpe& to a diftant day, and
confult the hiftory of ages long fince patft.
We might not live to fee the reprefentation

D transferred
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transferred from the Proteftant to the Ca-
tholic, but contemplating their wealth and
numbers, he muft be ignorant or obftinate;

who would difpute the certainty of the fact.

The more flow the operation the lefs du-
bious the event.—Suppofe then a Catholic
Houfe of Commons with the purfe of
the nation in their hands, and it will be
no ftrained dedu&ion, that all the places of
emolument and truft will be filled by indi-
viduals from that body; it matters not,
that the King and Houfe of Lords continue
Proteftant ; the firings of that purfe will ea-
fily bind them in fubferviency to the wills
of thofe who hold it ; what then muft be
the inevitable confequence? The forfeited
cftates, of which the title deeds and maps
are carefully preferved, would be wrefted
from the prefent and reftored to the defcen-
dants of the ancient proprietors; and am-
ple remuneration would be -exacted for the

enjoyment of them, which we fhall be ‘ac-
cufed

il
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cufed of having acquired by ufurpation, re-
tained by force, and relinquithed with re-
luGtance. Let not this be called a vifionary

fear ; it is derived from the firft principles
of human nature. The Indians from their
woods will néturally make inroads on cul-
tivated America. A Catholic Parliament
would as naturally forget the barbarity, the
wretchednefs, the poverty, the ignorance,
from which their anceftors were refcued by
the civilization, the wealth, and induftry
of Englifh Proteftants, and batten and
gorge themfelves upon the produce of their
virtuous and peaceful habits, Power and
property are and muft ever be infeparable
the furrender of the former is a donation of
the latter. If therefore we emancipate the
Catholic, we concede tohim our authority
and dignity in Church and State, we place
t him at the head of our armies and our laws,
from him we take our Bifhops, our Gene-
rals and our Judges, we make a filly and
perhaps irrevocable transfer of our opu-

D2 lence
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lence and pre-eminence, in one word, we re=
volutionize the \Kingdom. I'_c l‘lc_quif\es I;bt
a laboured proof to fhew the fa{alitf'-'df this

meafure to Britith connexion. [t ._f;)'ll_bwé p
from the obfervations juft now made, as a
clear and neceflary inference, yProteftant
Great Britain and Catholic Irel_znd could not
remain amicably allied ; new and foreign
friendfhips would imme’diatcly be fought
after and readily procured. Spain continues
conftant to her faith, and France, tho’ fhe
may have difcarded all the forms of Religion,
ftill 1s, in the fcale of nations, to be reputed
Catholic. Indeed, toﬂg‘o no farther back, from
the reign of Elizabeth to this hour, maffa-
cres and rebellions, fupported by afliftance
from Spain and France, have been repeated-
ly reforted to. The uniform purpofe of
the bloody bufinefs, was feyerance from
England. There is a rooted antipathy to
the Englith name, which the longer it exifts,
the more widely it extends, and the more

inveterate it becomes. It would appear to
be
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be inculcated as a tenet in the religion of
the Irith Romanift. So long as it fhall be
poflible, he will not peaceably abandon the
defign of publifhing and evincing that ab-
horrence. Intervals of tranquillity and af-
furances of contrition have ever been de-
ceitful ; they have but ferved torenovate the
ftrength of one party, and to impofe on the
credulity of the other ; when opportunities
forinfurreGion did notoffer, they were with
cafe created, and every ftruggle was avow-
edly or fecretly dire@ed at an entire and
final {eparation. Warranted as thefe af-
{ertions are by the concurrent teftimony of
hiftorians, they need not the confirmation
of modern events ; but in our days the lea-
ders of the Catholic rebellion with match-
lefs effrontery have openly avowed their
obj'c&, to be the diffolution of the Britith
connexion, -and the eftablithment of an in-
dependent republic. If we refer 1o the dif-
patches' to the National Convention, the
haranguesat Francis-fireet Chapel, and the

declarations
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declarations before the Secrcthommif’tees,
‘they all are fraught with ¢ damning proofs”
of ‘enmity to England, and partiality to
France. What formerly was cherifhed as a
diftant hope, is now encouraged asan imme-
diate expe&ation, and the kingdom is atu-
ally organized at this moment, on the model

of its monfirous revolutionary friend.

Such, my Lord, are my reafons for ut-
terly rejelting, as an alternative to Union,
what 1s termed emancipation. They are de-
rived from the nature of man, and the hif-
tory of ages; and on that account, after ma-
ture deliberatiqn,-'have carried with them
conviction to my mind. I have written un-
refervedly on the fubje@, without intending
to exafperate the rebel; my wifh was to
aroufe the Proteftant and Loyalift to a recol-
le&ion of their danger; and here let me take
occafion to remark, that an unaccountable
degree of delicacy has been obferved to the
Catholic, on the difcuffion of the Union.

' He
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He has no claim to compliment from the
Parliament of Ireland. His machinations
and his conipiracies, have reduced the king-
dom to her prefent fituation, and have ge-
nerated the neceflity of that mealure, which
may probably be productive of much further
embarraffiment. I know that among that
body, there are many of the moit high ref-
peQability, who have been foremeoft in the
fervice of their King, when the rebellion
raged, and are ready to take arms when
called upon again :—They will not be of-
fended at the freedom of my obfervations;
when they refle&t difpaflionately, they will
{ubfcribe to my opinions. Should this con-
jeQure be fallacious, I muft then relu@ant-
ly pronounce of the indignant, that though
prudence or timidity may have arrayed
them, ftill treafon lurked beneath the garb
of loyalty. I have not conjured up this

queftion, as the creature of my prejudices

. oralarms. - The popular, democratic cry is,

the country never can be quiet, until you

emancipate the Catholics.
It
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It has not been fpecifically prefented to
the parliament of this year, but {ufficient
allufions have been made, to juftify the ap-
prehenfion of its revival.  The period may
not be remote, when it will be forced upon
our fears, and therefore am I the more anxi-
ous for the adoption of the meafure, which
was {fubmitted to our underﬁandings. On
the merits of that meafure, 1 have declared
my motives for declining to defcant; to
. thew that a Union js indifpenfable to the
proteftant afcendancy, and confequently to
a continuance of the Britith connexion, is
all my argument demands. That, my Lord,
is {o obvioufly deducible from what has been
already ftated, that 1 fhall fparc; you the
trouble of a needlefs prolixity. It has
been often afcertained, that the Catholics
of Ireland, compofe about two thirds of its
entire population; it is equally true that
they of Great Britain, cannot be eftimated
~at{o much as a two hundredth part of its in-
habitants. If then all the fubjeés of our
Sovereign
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Sovereign wer¢ to conftitute one com-

‘mon people, the proportion between the

‘members of the two perfuaﬁons, would be

nearly as fix to one in favour of the Protel-
tants. The Catholics, it is prefurned would

‘be fatisfied with a participation of the pow-

er of the ftate, and a monopoly would be

. no longer neceflary to the fecurity of the .

Proteflant; the caufes of difquict being
orice removed, a community of interefls
would be eftablifhed, and the jealoufies of
centuries be buried in oblivion. A mutual
confidence would be happily maintained,
controverfy would be confined within its
proper channel ; it might ferve to ftimulate
ingenuity, but never to unfheath the {fword.
What though the hierarchy and eftablifh-
ment be Proteftant, the Catholic paftor wilk
cheerfully fubmit, and will be recompenfed
defervedly for the propriety of his demean-
our, by a competent and well fecured provi-
fion.. The imperial parliament will be open
to all denominations, "and all will have an

E equal
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cqual opportunity of reprefenting their riches
and difplaying their abilities. Every invi-
dious diftinéion will be abolithed, ahd the
univerfal emulation will be. to perpétuate
the connexion between the fifter kingdoms,
and to eternize the glory of the empire at

Iargc.

This, my Lord, isa delightful profped,
on which the imagination of every good
and honeft citizen muft dwell with pleafure;
it is one which the ena@ment of an Union
isadequatealoneto realize. It would beloath-
{fome now to look on the reverfe; let it be
remembered, that things cannot remain as
they are; let the political pofture of thofe
iflands be confidered ; let the confequences
of Catholic emancipation be weighed, and
let it not be forgotten, that the decrees of
nature are irreverflible—and where is the
loyal Irifhman who will not fly to incorpo-
ration with Great Britain, as the only re-
fuge from rebellion, and the certain pur-

chafc of profperity ?
You
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You fee, my Lord, I take not into cal-
culation, the anxious apprchenfions enter-
tained by fome of accumulated debt, addi-
tional taxation, contra&led commerce, and
reduced revenue; nor yet the frantic rhap-
fodies, which would convert the capital into
a defert, and its inhabitants to beggars. 1
pafs thefe by, becaufe if they were even
founded on probability, with 'me they va-
nifh as fubordinate and fecondary confide-
rations; I had rather contribute the laft
guinea 1 poffefled, to the general exigencies
of the empire, than exift thus upon fuffer-
ance, in momentary terror of plunder by the
Irithman, or requifition by the French. The
democratic dreams of  independence difturb
not my repofe ;1 thank my God, my intel-
le& is unheated by fuch phrenzy ; for phren-
zy 1 pronounce it. It is the opinion of a
learned writer, that on fome one fubje&,
every man 1s liable to mental derangement :
In the prefent inftance, Ideclare it my opi-
nion, ‘that they who argue the poffibility of

N B2 Irith
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Irith feparate independence, are, {o far, .
affliQed by maniacal hallucination,, and
ought to be treated as delirious patienté. In-
ftead of irons, I would confine them by
ftrait-waiftcoats, and I would fend them to
Bedlam not to Botany:Bay. Without na-
- val prote&tion, we cannot look to commerce,
and for that we muft pay: isit not better
then as an ally, to caft into the common
treafury of the Britith empire, than as a pro-
vince, into the felfith and rapacious coffers
of the dire&tory of France? The iﬁtereﬁ of
the former would be -to‘uphold and invigo~
rate our refources; the policy of the latter
would be to impoverith and drain them.
If once united to the former, the would pre-
{fume upon a permanent connexion, and her
condu&t would be regulated by motives of
reciprocal advantage : but if dependant on
the latter, convinced of their precarious te-
nure, and knowing its terminable duration,
they would proceed with.that unprincipled
and ferocious robbery, which has charac-
terifed
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terifed their march through Europe; and af-
ter having appropriated every thing that
was worth removal, would leave us to de-

plore the devaftation of our once profperous

- and happy Ifland. If we accept the invita-
* tion of a fifter, we become immediate part-

ners of her power, her glory and her wealth;
but if we fraternize with France, moft me-
ritedly we perith, the guilty vitims of an
unnatural embrace. Can wé then hefitate
how to choofe? The day may arrive, when
we fhall folicit as a boon, that which we
have reje&ted with fuch cpnl.:umefy. It were
well to confider, before it be too late, whe-
ther at all times and under every circum-
ftance, fuch an application will be attended
to. The Irith name at prefent is far from
being immaculate; and it is not a'very wild
{uppofition, that our rapid - advances in
atheifm, affaffination, rapine, and every
{pecies of favage barbari{m, may fhortly by
a faftidious Englithman be deemed, no migh-
ty acquifition to a civilized flate.

From



From ' the nature of the oppofition to a
Union, both'in and out of parliament, for
one, my Lord, I muft indulge the hope,
that it will not be fo formidabie,‘ nor f{o
fteady as it at firft appeared. That the mea-
fure is againft the fenfc of the people, I
am prepared to acknowledge, and am not
1n the leaft aftonithed. Unfdrtunately, the
people of this country are only to be confi-
dered, as an anarchic multitude and 2 rebel
mob ; and therefore ‘their difinclination to
it is no infignificant argument in its favour.
It would defeat the obje of their ambition,
and interrupt the progrefs of their rebellion :
hence their abherrence of it; hence the in-
dufiry, with which the numerous concealed,
and temporifing traitors in the land, have
framed and publithed refolutions. That
defperate band of renegades from all profef-
{ions, have feized this golden opportunity
of propagating their principles; impofing
on the honeft unfufpicious zeal of hundreds,
mn one paragraph they have concurred with

them
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them in fentiments of loyalty, and in
the next, committed them with their lives
and fortunes to refift a meafure, which, by

the exercife of a conflitutional prerogative,
tame recommended to the Parliament from
the Throne. Had this artful duplicity been
in time dete@ed, 'we fhould not have been
offended by the curious combination of loy-
alifts and democrats, that fo lately. has co-
operated in a common caufe; But, [ can
by no means admit, that the majority of the
- well-affe@ed and enlightened. part of the
community are adverfe to a Union ; the
contrary, I am affured, is the truth. Of the
| reprefentatlvc body, itis umpoflible to {peak
- withdifrefpe& ; without i injury to them, or
danger to myfelf, I may remark, that they
are men, andas {uch, the recantation of er-
. ror cannot be a reproach to them. Huma-
- num eft errare. If influenced by an honour-
able enthufiafm, when they thought the li-
 berties of thelr ‘country were invaded, they
' waited not to ftudy the flow deduions of

the
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the underflanding, it was a pardomblc
omiflion. But it is not yet too late; the
primary office of the head 1s to re@ify the
delufions of the heart. When next the
queftion fhall be fubmitted to their decifion,
I truft they will tranfmit a memorable ex-
ample to pofterity, of how much the noble
foars above the vulgar mind, and proudly
own themfelves to have been miftaken,
when obftinacy fhall be found fatal to the

interefts of their country.

You are about, my Lotd, to be conflitu-
tionafly invefted with fupreme and perfet
powers, and to be releafed from a difficult
and perplexing fituation. Perfuaded of your
difpofition to affert yourfelf with vigour, 1
congratulate the loyal on your ability to act.
You had recourfe to gentlenefs and clemen-
cyyand have found them ineffe&ual to €x-
tinguifh the rebellion. It has again begun
to rear its head ; you will refort to arms and

feverity, and your exertions cannot fail to

be
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- be crowned with fuccefs. Your Excellency |
muft be prepared then to hear your name
zeviled for cruelty By the very men, who
were moft violent in condemnation of your
lenity. The fame Protean verfality, which
diftinguifhes their condu&, will be attribut-
ed to you—the fame inconfiftency—the
fame want of method. Let them learn,
- however your means may have been varied,
the unity of your end has at no time been
abandoned. The fole and: conftant aim of
your adminiftration here has been, the im-.
mediate and permanent reftoration of tran-
quillity to Ireland. You had flattered your-
felf, that mildnefs and mercy might have
won upon the Rebel and you appeared the
meflenger of peace—His obdurate heart is
deaf to your intreaties—he avows himfelf
-irreclaimable---L.et him beware the minifter
of juftice. The avenging {word is drawn
and bitter retribution will be exa&ed.
What, wifdom tempered by humanity has
~ been unable to accomplifh, the anger of in-
| F - fulted



fiilted widgeration and calumniated f
ance: madt rapidly eﬂc&-—-Procc_ hen my
Lotd, swith the wifhes and the confidence
of every truly loyal fubjec---Under the
aufpices of your protedling “ﬂm, Religion
fhall once more be véner_?bk; ';;roperty {hall
again be facred---civil: fuberdination thall

be reftored---the laws fhall be placidly ad-
miniftered, the expiring glory of the nation

fhall revive, and frighted peace and exiled

happinefs return to our thores---No {mall

reward awaits you---The bleffings -of 2
erateful people and the applaufe of an ad-

miring world.

A FRIEND TO IRELAND.

PINTS.



