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KEEP UP YOUR SPIRITS!

e THERE is no fituation in which the human
Mind, can be placed, fo difficult either to con-
fider difpaflionately, or decide with imparti-
ality as when it is madea Fudgein sts own Caufe.”
Wids the obfervation of the great Lord Manf-
field in a debate in Parliament, when a part of
the Privilege of the Houfe of Lords, and the
general Liberty of the fubject were difcuffed ;
an opinion I moft humbly fubferibe to and the
conviction of the truth of which has forced
me from a retired fituation of Life, in a more
retired fpot of the Empire to advance what I
hope will be received as the argumentative and
unbiafed Opinion of one who can receive neither
benefit nor injury by the adoption or rejeétion
of a queftion that in all probability will very
{foon agitate the Parliaments of both Kingdoms,
and which is no other than the Queftion of 4
Union of the two [flands. 1 have read much of
what has been written on this fubje&, and
fancy I have confidered more calmly and perhgps’
more profoundly its real merits than any Perfon
who has heretofore obtruded his opinions on
the Public. Hdving fo far premifed, it may

Ag not
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not be amifs to let the People of Ireland know
who I am, and what are my pretenfions and
proofs that 1 am perfectly smpartial and there-
fore duly qualified to make a rational Enquiry
into a fubject fo mational that an Englifiman or
an Zrifhmar cannot examine it without the inter-
ference ,of a prejudice that muft in a great
meafure miflead the minds of the moft upright,
for fuch minds are always the moft Pasrioric or

National. 2

I am a native of the fe of Manr; in this fmall
JMland I have reccived my youthful Education
and eftablifhed the opinions.of Manhood : My
Property is inherited from my Anceftors, and
confifts - of Eands that are equally produ&we
whether the Stocks are hzg/z or /ow, 1 never have
been in England and my knowledge of Ireland is
confined to what 1 have heard and what I have
feen in Books, 1 feel myfelf equaliy attached to
both " Kingdoms, for although we are legally
fubje&t’ to Great-Britain yet we have always
confidered  ourfelves as phyfically counter-tyed
to Ireland’ in oppofition to our allegiance, by
the nature of our Air and Soil, for no venomons
Creature can live in the Ifle of Man. In addi-
tion to the foregoing reafons which T truft will
ﬂrong]y plead for my impartiality on the fub-
jeét in” Queftion, I fhall trouble the Reader

with ‘a fhort remark on the claims of my own
Ifland for the feat of Empire. Claims which if
T forego for the general profperity, Ttruft no
poflible doubt can remain of the dlﬁntert ﬂed-
nefs of my‘opinions.

'If I had not already confefled myfelf a Na-

tive of the Jfle of Man, the darling of the Irith
Sea,
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Sea, I might without immodefty expatiate on
the exclufive and almoft innumerable bleflings
of Air and Soil that are peculiar to it. Butin
the Queftion of where fhall be the Seat of Empire
our Ifland has claims of a higher nature. Itis
fituated between the two Kingdoms with an ac-
cefs equally convenient to both, and {feems for-
~med by nature in fuch a pofition’ that the ‘two
independant Iflands might readily confer on
mutual welfare and devife and execute the
general good without difparagement to the im-
perial confequence of either. Thofe who a:e
acquainted with Hiftory know how tenacious
independant ftates and generals have been in
the adjuftment of the ground . on which it was
‘neceflary to hold a conference, or make a trea-
ty. Nothing was more ufual in fuch cafes
than to hold an imparlance in the middle of a
River, ot fign a Treaty on thecenire of a Bridge
that divided their refpective pofieflions, and we
have a remarkable initance of this rerrizorial deli-
cacy even in latter times,; for in the famous Py-
renean Treaty executed by Cardinal Richlieu on
the part of France, and Don Lewis de Haro on
that of Spain, the fcene of the compact was a
little lfland in the centre of a fmall River that
runs through the Pyremees and divides France
from Spain, and which circumftance gives title
to the Treaty.

1 know this hint for the Benefit of my own
Ifland may be treated by fome of the natives
of Great-Britain and Ireland ds unwprthy of
ferious ‘attention, neverthelefs it is a project
thatuis not unbecoming a Patriot and not whol-
ly.devoid of that reafonablenefs that-may one

day
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day (if the prefent plan of Union is given up)
attract imperial notice, for the Head that is dimi-
nutive is placed between the fhoulders znd go-
verns unwieldy Limbs, and the Heart that js
itill fmaller, by its central fituation givesudife
and heat and fire ta the loofely conneéted fyftem
of the human frame. But, notwithftanding
what 1 have been here faying in favour of Mamn
as the natural feat of Empire, I fhall'not lon-
ger trefpafs on the public attention by recom-
mending it further, as it is more than probable
if I faid ten times as much, and ten times bet-
ter than 1 am capable of faying-it on fo unex-
prtied a propofition, my patriotic ingenuity and
wnduftry might turn out to be only labour in
vain. I {hall therefore give up the hopes and
the claims of my native Ifland, and confulting
only the good of the Empire, treat the fubject
of an Union between Great-Britain and Ireland
with that fairnefs which as 1 faid before, I
fear a native of either Hland from the very cir-
cumitance of fuch nativity, is difqualified from
difc‘uﬂillg.

And now, haying fo far premifed, and taken
fuch pains to make it appear that I .can have
nothing in. view but the general good, I fhall
procecd to thew to the people of Ireland only
by plain unfophifiicarcd Argument what are the
Jolid advantages that Ireland is ' certain of receiv-
ing by its Union with Great-Britain, fhould the
Parliament of the former Kingdam wifely adopt
{fo falutary a theafure : for, as to the concur-
rence of the Englith Nation to what muft {o ma-
nifeftly benefit the Sifier Ifland, the wonted
difintereficdnefs of that eople leaves me na
, doubt.
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doubt. But herea difficulty arifes in the very
outfet, and this difficulty isno other than that
which the enemies of Union have proudly in-
fifted on as an esToPPEL,—to wit. The incompe-
tence of the Parliament of your Kingdom itfelf legally
1o effeét fuch a meafure without the concurrence of the
Freeholders and Freemen convened in their primary
Affemblies. 1 am certain this objection to the
competence of Parliament muft have been ftarted
by fome young Lawyer whofe head (if I am in-
dulged in the expreflion) has been Democratifed -
by his recent ftudy of the Irith Conftitution.
But this young Perfon, (for young he certainly
muft have been) who originally fuggefted this
difficulty, feems not to have formed a proper
notion of the potency of Parliament, and the in-
dependence of the Commons Houfe on the com-
monalty to whom it is indebred for its exiflence,
for fhiould it be directed by the i/ of the People
after the People had willsd it their faculty of
thinking it would recognife in its conftituents
the pofleflion of an snzelledt which they had moft
folemnly refigned : ’tis true indeed this delega-
tion of power is limited to a certain number of
Years. But it is alfoas true that during the
continuance of this fpecific time the Houfe of
Commons is omnipotent and if omnipotent, CONCUrring
with the other members of the conftitution, con-
trollable only by its own wize in general Parlia-
ment, The Commons of England prolonged
its deputation from three to feven 2ears without
thinking of confulting its Electors, and the fame

reafons might have continued it for the lives

of the then Reprefentatives. *T'is true indeed there

18 an implied compact between the Eletors and

the Elected, but if this compacét can be broken in
- upon
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upon in the article of #ime 1 fee no difficulty i
a fimilar infringement in the matter of place =
for if a man pledge himfelf to pay me a cer-

tain fum in a cereain zme at a certain plate, and

I fuffer him to enlar~e the time to more than

double its ftipulated duration withont complaint 5

he will naturally think he may difcharge a

debt which he fees me indifferens about, where
he will. Tn faét there is' no Law maXim more

true than this, that Liberty depends upon

vigilance and when the People are guilty of
lJaches in calling their Reprefentatives to an
account for their Parliamentary conduct at the
conclufion of their public fervice, they cannot

“juftly complain of being ferved nor altogether to
their withes. If therefore the Commons of
Great-Britain could legally enlargeits ancient du~

ration without confulting its Ele¢tors from three

to feven years ; the Commons of Ireland cantranf-

fer its placc of fittinr from the proper dominion of
Ireland to any -other place it may think proper

to prefer even to new Holland, and of courfe

may treat and reiolve on the fubject of an Uni-

on with the Parliament of England independent

- of any Eleforial confent. Having  thus ] hope

flatly levelled the great impediment to- the defira-

bie meafure of an Union, 1 {hall go on to ftate

the advantages that may arife to Ireland from

the incorporation of ‘its Parliament with the
legiflative Affembly of the Empire, and firft.

A Parliament, I mean that part of it
which reprefents the People is a member
of the Conftitution, which though of -the
higheft Importance in every Nation that has
enjoyed freedom, yet has certain. drawbacks

on
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oh the freedom it fecures which the lovers
of Liberty are feldom fully aware of. An
election, particularly a general election is ar-
tended with certain ills that heretofore have
baffled all remedy. It encourages idlenefs, forces:
the common people into exceiles frequently of
long continuance, too often firikes at the rooc
of morality by-inducing perjury, and oneyer
fails t interrupt private friendfhips and gene-
rdte public difcords, not only among thie mcan
but the moft refpectable families. Now, the
meafure of an Union, I may fafely fay will in
a great degreé prevent thofe democratic evils, for
riot more than one fifth of the prefent repre-
fentatives will be returned to ferve i the
imperial Parliament; which in the firit inftance
will put an end to four fifthswof the difor-
ders attendant oni elections, and if we add to
this, the upright indifference that in all probability
will dire¢t the fuffrages of the people in the
#ew order of things; we may fecurely pronounce
the inconvenienci-s ot a general Election to be
reduced to at lealt an hwndredih part. 1 will in-
deed confefs that the eagernefs of Candidates,
and the smreref which the people take in fup-
porting former [favourites who have broughs
forward or fupported meafures of national
good, may be produétive of no fmall public
advantage ; but-what public advantage can com-,
penfate for general di cord and general difhpa-
tion? then fo. far as public quiet and harmony
arc fuperior to confufion and intoxication, an
Union will be preferable to an independan: Parlia-

ment,

| |

Agdin, it has been loud'y lamented that the
Parliament of Ireland has long ftood in need
- B \ of
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of Reformation : but how is it poffible fora_
Parliament fo defective as to need Reformation
to be able to reform itfelf?—it is out of the
nature of things. What remedy then muft be
applied ? why, to treat this high affembly like
a fingle man in a fimilar fituation. The fingle.
man is advifed to- keep betzer company than him-
felf that the example of others may amend
him. Now the Parliament of England has
always been allowed to be the wifeft affemblage
of Sages in the world ; and if that wi{dom, which
is in itfelf moral perfeition; can bring about that
reform of our reprefentatives in Parliament
which has been fo long devoutly wifhed, 1 think
the incorporation of the two Parliaments will
undoubtedly effe¢t it. And as nothing can tend
to givea man fo juft a knowledge of what is
the bufinefs of Legiflation fo much as the obfer-
vation exercifed in travel, fo, no legiflative af-
fembly wlll be able to boaft of equal knowledge
with that which ventures over feas in fearch of
it.—I have been obliged to make this remark
on the near approach of Parliamentary reform
to fatisfy Tome malcontents who have long been
in defpair of 'it.

As I have yentured in the above with all
humility, to compare the Body Politic with an
individual Body, T am induced to continue the
fimilitude with a view to prove the advantages
which your Legiflature itflf may receive by the
adoptior of an Union. Nothing is better known
among phyficians than the inadequacy of the
head attached to a difeafed body, to prefcribe for
that body; and therefore no perfons more fre-
quently a/k advice than thofe who acquire their

: Iivelihood
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fivelihood by grving iz. 'This paradox they ex-
plain by fimply ftating, that what affcts the
body operates alfo on the mind. Now, the Peo-
ple of a country are the fociable body, and
their reprefentatives in Parliament the national
intelligence or public mind. 1t has been long
known that very dangerous diforders have af-
flicted your national body, and it has been nearly
as long known that the national mind has been
heretofore unfuccefsful in applying falutary
medicines to thofe diforders: what is then to be
done, but to afk advice of fome other national
sntelligence, and what national intelligence will
deliver it with more impartiality than the impe-
rial parliament.

But another difficulty prefents itfelf to impede
this defirable Union, which is the ftrong objection
which peers and country gentlemen who haye
the patronage of Boroughs, may feel at refign-
ing what has fo long contributed to their con-
fequence in the country perhaps to fomething
more than mere confequence. The fee-fimple of
a Borough in Ireland, if I am rightly informed
is £.10,000, and the odium which vulgar preju-
dice may attach to the fale of one in favour of
an smperial Parliamens may, at a high calculation
be valued at £.5000 more, and this isa very
extravagant calculation indeed for perfomal dan-,
ger, when men hazard their lives every day for,
mothing, and great minds have always looked
with contempt on the refentment of the vulgar.,
Then the fum of £.15,000 may be allowed to
be the_value of a Borough difpofed of on impe-
rial _confiderations ; a fum which the Aomor of Mi-
nifters will immediately difcharge and which

B2 (fursous
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(furious as the refentment of the people may.«
prove) thould fully fatisfy every fuch Borougi
proprictor who ought to forget Aim/elf, and even
his country, when the good of the Empire is
comicerned, | TR o gy

Again, it is floutly and T confefs plaufibly af-
ferted, that, * 2 kmgdom which Jubjeéls jelf to
the will of another, from that womentphecomes its
- flave.” ~ Now that this is altogether faI_fé, 1 thall
prove by the domettic eéxample jof man and
wife; for the woman, mftead of lofing her natu-
ral” liberty by uniting herfelf wich her fellow-
creature man, immediately participates in the
latitude of his demeanour,” to the great envy of
vir 175, the great rage of widows, and the great
gam of practitioners in the fpiritual courts.

- On this principle the Scors confented to their
Union with Britain, and although difaffeéted Per-
Jons affet to infinuate that England would have
compe'led their Unwn, if the Caledonians had not
judicioufly confented to it before coercion would
kave forced them, yet, ‘it muft appear plain to
every lover of Lritih Afcendancy, that the Scots
alted wifely as they always do, and though ‘it
may be urged that two Rebellions- have defolated
that country fince the Marriage Kuot was tied,
every man knows, who knows human nature,
that no Union can be conftituted fo entirely
felicitous, as not to admit of occafional heari-
burigds.y '© " T STE Y &

But the 777¢lh united, and are now fo happy
in their junétion that not a murmur is heard
in that whole Principality.” ’Tis true indeed,
Edward the 1ft. taught them fome leffons in-
) il % PR T ' troduc-

.
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troductory to paffive obedience to the will of Eng-
Jand, which they hold in graseful remembrance to
this day. But Ireland has no gratitude of fo
sndelible a nature as the Z7¢l/h, and no pretences
to the wifdom of fecond fight as the Seots, to urge
her to an Union ; her Union muft be woluntary,
and furely Great Britain muft regard fuch a
contract as the higheft act of love, when no.
power of Arms ox contiguity of Territory can  be
looked upon as motives to the alliance.

Other enemies of an Union object to the trme,
as“ir'npropér for the difcuflion of fo momentous
a fubjeét, ftating that the opinion of the coun-
try cannot be taken, on account of the violence
o{) thé paffions of the people; this indeed is a -
truly Iri/h reafon againdl an Union, and in faé,
~ is the identical motive of the Britith Minifter,
in bringing it forward, for an Union, as 1 faid
before, is like marriage, and can never be
heartily contracted, if the-paflions of the people
are not a/l alive. Lot

I bave indeed been very uneafy at hearing
fome very well-intentioned people exprels fober
fears that the taxes.of Ireland might be greatly
increafed by refigning the power over their own
purfes into the hands of Strangers, who might
not be exatly.acquainted with what they would
wifh, or indeedwhat they may be able to pay.
But this uneafinefs ceafes, when it is recollected
that one ninth of the Imperial Parliament will be
Irifhmen, _wﬁofe bufinefs there will be to give a
true aceount of the wealth of their own country,
and refpeétfully requeft the other eight minths,
{who.may poflibly have the intereft of another

<3 nation
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nation in view, in preference to that of Trée
land) to refpect the circumflances of their con-
ftituents and manage their moneys with the
fame @conomy that diftinguithed the Irifh Parli-
ament previous to the Union. And nodoubt
their remonftrances (for they certdinly will
unanimoufly remonftrate) muft be duly refpeét-
ed, becaufe it would not be confitent with the
magnanimity of the Imperial Parliament to take
advantage of the pancity of Irifh Reprefentatives,
or to opprefs a poor Nation becaufe that poor .
Nation had confitutionally, and irrevocably bound
atfelf not to refift fuch oppreflien.

Nothing has been more grievoully,complain-
ed of by many very honeft Irifhmen, with whom
I have converfed, than the' unneceffary multi-
plication of places with which every official de-
partment is overloaded, and that very many
Irith Families indeed who till of late were
unknown, now occupy almoft every lucrative
and honorable poft in the Kingdom. Now, if
this be true, it is certainly a grievance which
fhould be redrefled; and a main argument for
an Unior 1s, that nothing but e# Union can re-
drefs it. I'admit however that there may be
reafon and policy in giving the chief employ-
ments of an independant Nation to the nazives
of it, and that the number of thofe employments
cannot poflibly be refirained in oppofition to
the fpiric of its government. But the reafon
that eftablithes this claim to tfficial preference is.
the f{pecious one, thar the bufinefs of a Naion
ought to be managed by the Feople of it. Now an
Unmion alters the cafe, for then the Empire will
take place of the Kingdim of Ireland, and the

' ' majoriy
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majority of the Empire who will evidently be
the Englih will then poffefs, and have a rghs to
poflefs, every Office of honor and emolument in the
Irith Nation. The unneceffary increafe of of-
fice too will alfo find a quick remedy in the
{alutary effeéts of an Union ; for the reafon ot
excefs in the number of the new created em-
ployments is certainly to appeale the avidity
of a party that might otherwife impede the
career of the executive branch of your govern-
ment,—but thould an Union be effected thar Par-
_ 1y, and indeed every other Party in your King-
dom, falling at once into contempt ; the public
employments will be all managed by Eng/i/i-
men, and the Imperial Minifier, freed from the
little jealoufies of colonial difquiet will regulate
your revenues and your revenue offices without
once thinking of the people or the bafhaws of
your country. Now here i§ an argument in
Jubflance, the People with their eyes fhall fee the
degradation. of their Rulers. « They fhall fee the
high and the overbearing fallen ! fallen! fallen to
low eftate and odious even in their own eyes—a
gratification to the vulgar that muft more than
make amends for even the greatef of political
evils.

The fame fpirit of, perhaps well meaning
uneafinefs, has alarmed a great many perfons
in your Country who are not altogether igno-
rant of the eomparative, or relative opulence
of the Nation: for fay they, “ fhall we unite
our Kingdom which is free, or almoft free,
from the incumbrance of National Debr with a
bankrupt People whofe revenues are mortgaged
for ‘500,000,000 of Pounds Sterling, a fum
greater than the fee fimple of all the Taxes ex-

ifting
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ifling or that can by poflibility exift, to'get'ﬁef |
with the full value all the real and perfonal pro-
perty of Great-Britain ?”

1 know this objeftion to an Union has had
great weight wnh thofe perfons who have not
depth to fathom things to the bottom. But
thlS is merely the reafoning of comparifon—
people having in their eye the fituation of an
individual, fancy the country is loft! becaufe
its debts are far beyond its property=—but the cafe
is altogether inappofite; for the individual fuf-
fers only becaufe he can be imprifoned, or his
credir ruined by the operation of the ftatute of
Bankruptcy—here the comparifon is abfurd, for -
what power could imprifon a Nation, or what
Lord Chancellor wouid “dare to 'nake it a Bank~

riipt 2

But the general ‘ery is “ Dublin with all the
neighbouring Counties will be inevitably ruined
if an Union is fuffered.”—It 1s not at prefent
convenient to argue againft fuch old-fafhioned
fears ; bugadmitting thie truth of this popular
predi¢tion, ‘does it follow that the country
will be injured becaufe its capiral will be defe=
lared 2 the fartheft from it poflible. I fhall here
beg leave to afk thofe dolefu] prophets what
they mean by ruin? they will probably anfwer,
—* The deftruétion of Trade and Houfes and
other amprovements” But I fay this is not in
any degree ruin—but rurn is the deterioration
of the morals of 2 People, and if the deftruc-
tion of any great City will tend to reform the
minds of thofe whom its crafts and luxuries

have debauched, fuch deftruction muft prove a
national
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jational gain. ’Tis true the living generation
will feverely fuffer indeed! but what is the li-
ving generation to the millions of pofterity!
our reafon is always duped by affections with-
in grafp, but wifdom dives into the depths of
futurity, and I will pledge my credit on this,
that more national wifdom will be derived from
looking at the grafs with which your Streers will
be covered, in the event of an Union, and the
Ivy that will then unite the fragments of your
now boafted Parliament Houfe than ever has been
heard in your public walks; or been uttered in
that fenate houfe, the magnificence and elegance
of which is defervedly the pride of your Nation,

Another cry is raifed, “ that your two great
Canals will be rendered ufelefs, and the funds,
properly enough, faid to be funk in thefe nati-
onal undertakings, will be loft to the proprie-
tors when the market of Dublin is vanithed in
confequence of an Union; but fhall the palpa-
ble good of Ireland be retarded by confidering
the proprietors of Canal Stock? Thefe men
fhould have well weighed the matter before -
they had, as it werey thrown their money into the
River. But fuch kind of projectors are a fpecies
of gamefters who run their idea of extraordi-
nary gain againft all chances, and are therefore
unworthy of mational concern. ’Tis true the
will lofe by the dereliction of their 70/ emolu-
ments, but then, is it not poflible that another
kind of gain may fucceed that of Navigation ?
Might not thefe immenfe ponds of unruffled
waters be converted into repofitories of Fi/ 2
a moft profitable trade! while navigation conti-
nues,. this end cannot be effected on account of

¢ the
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the furf made by the pafling veflels. But if the ©
waters, in confequence of an Union, become
~ flagnant as they will be, their produce of eels
muft prove invaluable; as this fith is one of the
very beft corretives of wicious humours in the .
human habits, and as thefe canals run through
diftriéts of your Country where it is faid there
is yet MmucH BAD BLOOD, the mew purpofe to
which they may be applied, will more than bal-
lance even in the pockets of their proprietors,
what they fhall lofe by their entire lofs of zolls.

As 1 have been led into the fubjett of medi-
cine by the above remark, I'feel'it my duty to
addrefs a line or two to the gentlemen practi- -
fing phyfic in the capital of your Nation. This
defeription of Men, I underftand, toil under
great uneafinefs left the Union by ‘the annihi-
lation of the luxury of your great City, may
{trike a more terrible blow than even death it-
felf at the profeflion of the healing arr. But let
not the good Do¢tors defpair, but rather let
them animate their hearts by the greater gains
that will fucceed the abolition of Juxury: for
who is a Phyfician and does not know that
poverty is a more fatal enemy to the human
frame than excefs ? I acknowledge the Union may
abridee their lift of gouty patients to infignifi-
c¢ance indeed ! but how will the feroll be length-
ened by the difeafes of snanition!!! Then let
the profits of the profeffion fink! How can the
do&or -complain when he has no lofs of prac-
tice 2=1 feel it neceflary by this comfortable argu-
ment to quiet the minds of this ufeful order of
merni; for 1 have long obferved that the gen-
tlemen of the faculty, from their fuperior

learning
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learning and refle¢tion, have no {mall influence
over the public mind.

As 1 feel happy at being ablein this man.
ner to rectify any erroneous opinion that thofe
refpectable gentlemen may unguardedly fall
into, from an hafty confideration of an Union;
I congratulate alfo the well wifthers of this
meafure on the difperfion and “final oblivion
of a hugely numerous difcontented and sdle clafs of
people, who croud all your public places, and
are called Politicians. Thofe anxious loungers,
affecting, forfooth, an uneafinefs for the pub-
lic intereft, infe¢t many otherwife fenfible and
worthy people with their own reftlefs madnefs,
but the day is coming, and with it the Union,
that will muzzle thefe Coffee-Houfe bablers;
for the Union will caft the irrevocable dice, and
then ends all difcuflion on pelitical chances,

But the greateft of all advantages that will
poffibly attend an Union, muft be the complete
extinguifhment of Popery in your Country.—Here
is a benefit that can ballance, and more than
ballance every poflible inconvenience that may
arife from this meafure. I know there are
many perfons, even Proreflants, who pretend to
believe that thofe dangerous People are a good-
natured, and for the moft part a charitable
clafs of Men] who only with to be free to
make the Country at large happy! Thefe per-
fons affect to laugh at the childifh apprehenfi-
ons of the eftablifhed Church, at a moment
when the religion of Rome is almoft flatly re-
nounced by 47 millions of its former devotees,
and the Pope’s temporal power fo miferably
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contracled that the poor old man has fcarcely
wherewithal to lay his head. But what reafon-
ing is this? Does not every one know that the
dominion of Religion is never fo formidable as
when it is moft perfecuted, and that danger is
never fo much to be apprehended as when it
can be leaft /een 2. The Pope therefore is now
more serribly dreadful to the Proteflants of Ire-
land than when 7 eights of all Europe were at
his devotion ; and who knows but at this mo-
ment, when infidelity has not only robbed him
of his Tiara, but prophaned the very Zatican,
that this forlorn fallen perfon is on his way to
take proud pofleflion of the Jfand of Saints.
Now, therefore 1s the time to unite againft
Popery —But even this great majority of your
People, whom Afcendency, contrary to all the
charitics of Religion, and the unalienable rights
of mankind has fhut out of all political commu-
nion, are not deftitute of comtort, for that
Afcendency which has fo long and fo grievoufly
opprefled them, and with them, the Nation, will,
by fupporting an Union, all at once take wen-
geance on themfelves for the wounds they have in-
flicted on Liberzy 5 and thofe people their coun~
trymen, who haye fo long been defpifed by them,
will feel no common gratification (for a gratifi-
cation, though a difmal one it will be) at {eeing
every Irifhman without exceprion, treated with equal
contempt by their miliiary mafters of a foreign,
but an United Nation, To add fiil] more to this
comfort the Roman Catholics of Ireland, are in-
formed by the higheft authority, that that griev-
ance fo palpable to every one, and fo diftrefling
to thofe poor people who endure it, zhe Jup-
parting the Clergy of their own and the eftablifhed
&0 - - church
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church ; will be a good deal mitigated by a pro-
vifion in aid of the Roman Catholic Priefts
that will be granted by government in confe-
quence of an Union. Every Roman Catholic of
candour” will not hefitate to acknowledge that
this is a liberality that muft make amends for
every thing. What a kingly government ! that
exifts only by the fupport of an e¢ftablifhed church,
to eftablith | may fay the ancient enemy of that
church!! impoflible—and it is literally impof-
fible fpiritually fpeaking ; but the Roman Catho-
lics muft be taught to know that this thing is
by no means impoffible fpeaking po/itically - for,
if the Priefts receive a fupport from government,
1t muft be on the implied contrait of fugforting
government ; and it will then be as neceflary at
Eafter to confult the Cafile as it is now necef-
fary to examine the confcience of each indivi-

dual to know who fhall be put to pemance, and
who fhall be ab/olved,

The Prefbyterians have alfo received comfort
from the fame high autherity ; and indeed it is
but right they fhould; for that body of men
who have been uniformly the lovers and fup-
porters of Liberty fhould have fome compenfa-
tion when they are to part with it for ever.
Their clergy too will be ftill more benefited by
an additional ftipend in confequence of the -
dus decimandi, ox commutation for Tithes, and the
diffenting church in embracing this benefit ac-
quires almoft a certain hope of theabolition of
the Epifcopacy; for as it was judicioufly pre-
di¢ted that the Papacy would fall by the fuppref-
fion of the order of Fefuits, the Epifcopacy may
be forewarned of its diffolution if it adopts

fuch



22

fuch an immovation. This is comfort indeed!
but then it is but juftice in an impartial enqui-
rer as I am, to acquaint the Prefbyterians that
this addition to the falaries of their teachers, will,
like that of the Roman Catholic priefts, be pald
them on the implied contrad of faithfully report-
ing at the Cuafile, the political opinions of their
refpective congregations. ‘

Thus the various fects of Chriftians in your
country will be recognized by the blefled Union,
and Church and State indeed go HAND In HAND,
to the great edification of .the people, and the
great comfort of the Proteftant clergy ; for they
will furely reap the profit. Then, what is it to
them the enjoyment of overgrown and luxurious
livings, in comparifon to the general peace that
an Union will produce ? I fay, whatis it to them
if the higheft of the beneficed clergy be reduced
to £.200, a year, when they will know that the
Surplus money arifing from this contraction of their
income, will be applied in aid of the poor fecta-
ries; for they certainly cannot entertain a
thought that thlS additional public expence will
be paid {from any other fund.

In this manner the clergy of the various /ecs,
being provided for, and in a certain degree,
¢ftablifhed, their Paftors being paid by govern-
ment for the double purpofe of eafing the Zur-
dens of the people, and direéting their political
opinons, you will have nothing but paflive obe-
dience in the country, for what man, who is
not divefted of the firlt feelings of gratitude,
would fanction refiffance to that power by which
he is well pmd 2
‘ But
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But the Union will be of imperial and general
benefit, by the new arrangement that will take
place inthe army in confequence of it. It is well
known that nothing moreemboldensinfurrection
and rebellion, than the popular opinion that A1:/-
tia, or native troops will not turn their arms againft
their country, without examining the motives that
have urged their fellow citizens to fuch violence;
and, convinced of the truth of this, moft of the
Kings of Europe have entertained foreign Trosps
to crufh that demand of ju/tice which domeftic
warriors could not refift: and the late example
of France proves the policy of kings in the prac-
tice; yet, it was a practice of fome expence, for
thofe forces were always better paid than native
foldiers. But the Unin will obviate this ob-
jection, for the troops of England being foreign-
ers in [reland, aud thofe of lreldndfozezcrners in
England, any infurgents in - either country,
however fpecious their motives, though they
might be impelled even by that juf refifiance 1o
Tyranny, to guard againit which, the Confirution
allows the ufe of 4rms toevery freeman. 1 fay,
though even this fhould be the cafe, thofe fol-

diers who will be no citizens, will obey their orders,
be thofe orders what they may.

But I am informed that the poor landholders
of Ireland are¢ greatly alarmed by the thoughts
of an Union, left the emigration of the great men
of the country fhould deftroy their market :
now, this is downright ftupidity, for thefe great
men, who are certainly good and juf, will moft
affuredly fend to Ireland for whatever their fa-

milies may want in Londonand £ath, which will
mult:ply the tonage of your fhxpplnv and en-
courage
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courage inland carriage; befides, by their re-
filing in the beft cultivated country in Europe,
they will fend you over every improvement in a-
griculture, by the middle men, who will croud your
land, and teach your peafantry how to do the
greateft quantity of work on the fmalleft quan-
tity of Potatoes; and your farmers the rnuincible
neceffity of paying therr Rent at quarter day. In
this manner your country being maftered by
the politeft people in the world, your Iih brogue
will at once be diffipated by the impreflions of
the various rural accents or dialeéls of Great Bri-
tain, and your nation be taught elgance and
hofpitality by the introduction of foreigners of
the moft companionable defeription. 'Thus, by an
Union, your gentry will be improved by travel,
by what, in effect, will,prove a bounty on emigra-
tion; and your laborious people .of all deferip-
tions, be rmprifoned in their native Parifhes by
the introduction of the Englih Poor Laws.

I fhould be very defective indeed, in this ad-
drefs to the Irifh nation, if I neglected to fay
a few words to the inhabitants of the North.
The people of Ulfter have long, with much
fuccefs cultivated the manufacture of Linen,
and at length brought it to a perfection unequal-
led in any part of the Empire:—a perfetion
that has thriven almoft into a monopoly, Your
country, from its foil, male, but above all,
female indufiry, great population, and great
frugality of living, affifted by the very particu-
lar attention of your legiflature in a moft judi-
cious regulation of your ftaple trade, ftands
thus high,—on an height which no Britith Mi-
nifter dare to humiliate, becaufe your Parlia-

: ment,
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ment, much as it is poffible it may want refor-
mation, would not fuffer - it, for no influence
could balance the lofs. But an Imperial Farlia-
ment might aét otherwife. T he reftlefs fpirit of
Britons, and the golitical errors they have imbi-
bed from the ftudy of their darling Locke, might
make it neceflary to correct Englifh turbulence
by Irith foldiers. In this cafe what has the Jii-
perial Minifter to do, but to take off the duty on
foreign Linens, and this fimple meafure, inone
month, will give him the command of half a
million of the boldeft men in Europe, who vill
vindicate the prerogative without thinking oFthe
Conftitution ; thus, in a twinkling, the Irith Ma-
nufacturers will become Pretorian Bands to the
Minifter of next year,and, as the.end of govern-
ment is the fecurity of the People, the inhabitants
of thef= Iflands will be the moft happy, as they
will be the moft powerfully fecured.

One word to the towns of Cork, W atecford, and
Belfaft, and 1 have done —Thefe places have
gained much by the prefent condtitution of things,
and are likely to receive very lictle additional be-
nefits by an Union; for the provifion trade in time
of war is nearly monopolized by them; not
fo much frem their exclufively producing the
articles of Navy and Army Victualing, as from
the before hinted defire of attaching the Irifh
Parliament to britifh warfaic by a {enfe of exclu-
five benefit from a trade next in value to that
of your Linen; and both conftituting the fum
total of Irith wealth.—Now, thould an Union
take place, there will be no political neceffity for
this limitation of the provifion market, for then

D there
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there will be 7o Irifh Pariiament to affert the
rights of their Country, and the impterial--miqﬁikgg
freed from any encrgy of tederdl jealowhy,,;_ml;
deal, without feruple, in any market where a
pecuniary faving can be effected, or where
political views* may dire& a preferepce. “Thus
in cafe of an Union the beforemeiitioned towns
will certainly enjoy a competition, with the
great Ruffian Empire, in almoft the fole articles
of their commerce: a competition, the honor
of which, muft incaleulably exceed any gain,
homever extenfive that this great trade might
have yielded; and, as in ‘commercial places,
fame has ever been found an article of greater
value than profi, thefe three great marts will
gladly accept of an Unin that muft fecure to
them fo fplendid a partner in their gains.

I have referved my mighty drgument for the
laft, which is, that although Mr. P— had vowed
vengeance againft your Country for your treat-
ment of him in the affair of the Regency ; yet
having fince repented on the fick-bed of fright
occafioned by Mr. T—n—ys firing ‘at him in
that doughty duel, he is tefolved fo do you Frre-
parable good, and you are bound not to rejeét
‘the Unon as it is his fure pledge ‘of reconcili-
ation. s |
However,

* The conquefts of the Republic of France having deftroyed
the: old ‘balance of power in Europe, the Britith ‘Governmene
has thought it advilable to court a fond conné€tion with ‘the

Ruffran Empire, in order to fix a new ballance by dverhanging
the Sout/ of Europe by the bulk of ‘the Nofth,—~much of -the
Beef provifion for the Britith Forces, laft year, was ordered
frot Ruffia ! & X% 5 bt
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However, after all I have been faying, an
Irifhman may ftill fay, keep your Parliamen:, and
an Engli/iman may not {ay give us ysur Parliament,

and truft your Country to our mercy, but as I am of
neither Country, I fay, KEEP UP YOUR SPI-

RITS, and HUZZA FQR THE EMPIRE!!! -
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