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KEEP UP YOUR SPIRITS!

"  1  H E R E  is no fituation in which the human 
Mind, can be placed, fo difficult either to con­
sider difpaflionately, or decide with imparti­
ality as when it is made a Judge in its own Caufe* 
Was the obfervation o f  the great Lord Manf* 
field in a  debate in Parliament, when a part of 
the Privilege o f  the Houfe o f  Lords, and the 
general Liberty o f  the fubjedt were difcufled ; 
an opinion I moil humbly fubferibe to and the 
conviction o f  the truth o f  which has forced 
me from a retired fituation o f  Life, in a more 
retired fpot o f  the Empire to advance what I 
hope will be received as the argumentative and 
unbiafed Opinion o f  one who can receive neither 
benefit nor injury by the adoption or rejection 
of a quellion that in all probability w il l  very 
loon agitnte the Parliaments o f  both Kingdoms, 
and which is no other than the Queftion o f  an 
Union of the two ] (lands. I have read much o f  
what has been written on this fubjedt, and 
fancy I have confidered more calmly and perhaps 
morz profoundly its real merits than any Perfon 
who has heretofore obtruded his opinions on 
the Public. Having fo far premifed, it may
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not be amifs to let the People o f  Ireland know 
who I am, and what are my pretenfions and 
proofs that I am perfectly impartial and there­
fore duly qualified to make a rational Enquiry 
into a 'íubjeét fo national that an Englijhman or 
an Irifhman cannot examine it without the inter­
ference, o f  a prejudice that muft in a great 
meafure miilead the minds of the moil upright, 
for fuch minds are always the moil Patriotic or 
National.

I am a native o f  the Ifle of Mann•; in this fmall 
.Wand 1 have received my youthful Education 
and eftabliihed the opinions of Manhood : My 
Property is inherited from my Ancestors, and 
confifts o f  Lands that are equally productive 
whether the Stocks are high or low, I never have 
been in England and my knowledge of Ireland is 
confined to what 1 have heard and what I have 
feen in Books, I feel myfelf equally attached to 
both Kingdoms, for although we are legally 
fubjedt to Great-Britain yet we have always 
confidered ourfelves as phyfically counter-tyed 
to Ireland in oppofition to our allegiance, by 
the nature o f  our Air and Soil, for no venomous 
Creature can live  in the lfle of Man. In addi­
tion to the foregoing reafons which I truft will 
firongly plead for my impartiality on the fub- 
jeét in Queition, I ihall trouble the Reader 
with a ihort remark on the claims o f  my own 
Ifland for the feat of Empire. Claims which i f  
Ï forego for the general profperity, I truft no 
poflible doubt can remain o f  the difinterefted- 
nefs o f  my opinions.

I f  I had not already confefTed myfelf a N a ­
tive of the lfle o f Many the darling o f  the Iriih

Sea,



5
Sea, I might without immodefty expatiate on 
the excluiive and almoft innumerable bleflings 
o f  Air and Soil that are peculiar to it. But in 
fhe Queftion o f  where Jhall le the Seat of Empire 
our llland has claims o f  a higher nature. It is 
fituated between the two Kingdoms with an ac- 
cefs equally convenient to both, and feems for­
med by nature in fuch a pofition that the two 
independant Iflands might readily conier on 
mutual welfare and devife and execute the 
general good without difparagement to the im­
perial confequence o f  either. T h o fe  who are 
acquainted with Hiftory know how tenacious 
indépendant ftates and generals have been in 
the adjuftment o f  the ground on which it was 
neceffary to hold a conference, or make a trea­
ty. Nothing was more ufual in fuch cafes 
than to hold an imparlance in the middle of a 
River, óí fign a T reaty  on the centre o f  a Bridge 
that divided their refpeétive pofíeilions, and we 
have a remarkable infiance o f  this territorial deli­
cacy even in latter times ; for in the famous Py­
renean Treaty executed by Cardinal R ichlieu on 
the part of France, and Don Lewis de Haro on 
that of Spain, the fcene of the compaft was a 
little liland in the centre o f  a fmall River that 
runs through the Pyrenees and divides France 
from Spain, and which circumftance gives title 
to the Treaty.

I know this hint for the Benefit o f  my own 
Ifland mav be treated by fome of the natives 
of Great-Britain and Ireland as unworthy o f  
ferious attention, neverthelefs it is a projedt 
that is not unbecoming a Patriot and not whol­
ly devoid o f  that reafonablenefs that may one

day
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day (if the prefent plan o f  Union is given up) 
attrait imperial notice, for the Head that is dimi­
nutive is placed between the ihoulders and go­
verns unwieldy Limbs, and the Heart that is 
ilill finaller, by its central iituation gives lïje 
and heat and fire to the loofely connected fyilem 
ot the human frame. But, notwithstanding 
what 1 have been here faying in favour o f  Mann 
as the natural feat o f  Empire, I ihall not lon­
ger trefpafs on the public attention by recom­
mending it further, as it is more than probable 
il I laid ten times as much, and ten times bet­
ter than 1 am capable of faying it on fo unex- 
pefied a proportion, my patriotic ingenuity and 
induitry might turn out to be only labour in 
vain. I ihall therefore give up the hopes and 
the claims o f  my native liland, and confulting 
only the good o f  the Empire, treat the fubjed 
o f  an Union between Great-Britain and Ireland 
with that fairnefs which as I faid before, I 
fear a native o f  either Ifiand from the very cir- 
cumfiance of fucli nativity, is difqualihed from 
difcuiling.

And now, having fo far premifed, and taken 
fuch pains to make it appear that I can have 
nothing in view but the* genera! good, 1 ihall 
proceed to lhew to the people o f  Ireland only 
by plain unfophifticated Argument what are the 

J'jlid advantages that Ireland is certain of receiv­
ing by its Union with Great-Britain, ihould the 
1 arliament ot the former Kingdom wifely adopt 
fo falutary a meaiure : for, as to the concur­
rence of the Englifh Nation to what muft fo ma- 
nireftiy benefit the Sifter liland, the wonted 
ft falter ejlednefs oi that 1,’eople leaves me no

doubt.



doubt. But here a difficulty arifes in the verv 
outlet, and this difficulty is no other than that 
which the enemies of Union have proudly in- 
iifted on as an e s t o p p e l ,— to wit. The incompe­
tence o f the Parliament o f your Kingdom itfelf legally 
to effedfuch a meafure 'without the concurrence of the 
Freeholders and Freemen convened in their primary 
AJJembhcs. I  am certain this objection to the 
competence of Parliament muft have been ftarted 
by fome young Lawyer whole head ( i f  I am in­
dulged in the exprellion) has been Democratifed 
by his recent ftudy o f  the Iriffi Conftitution. 
But this young Perfon, (for young he certainly 
rnufl have been) who originally fuggefted this 
difficulty, feems not to have formed a proper 
notion o f  the potency o f  Parliament, and the in­
dependence o f  the Commons Houfe on the com­
monalty to whom it is indebted for its exiftence, 
for fhould it be direfted by the w ill of the People 
after the People had willed it their faculty o f  
thinking it would recognife in its conftituents 
the poffeflion o f  an intellect which they had moil 
folemnly refigned : Vis true indeed this delega­
tion o f  power is limited to a certain number o f  
Years. But it is a!fo as true that during the 
continuance of this fpecific time the Houfe of 
Commons is omnipotent and it omnipotent, concurring 
with the other members o f  the conflitution, con­
trollable only by its own vote in general Parlia- 
mert. T h e  Commons of England prolonged 

from three to Jeven Years without 
thinking o f  confulting its Electors, and the fame 
reafons might have continued it for the lives 
o f  thethen Reprefentatives. ’T is  true indeed there 
is an implied compadt between the Electors and 
the Eletted, but i f  thiscompaft can be broken in

upon
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upon in the article of time I fee no difficulty in 
a fimilar infringement in the matter of place :  
for i f  a man pledge himfelf to pay me a cer­
tain fum in a d r a i n  time at a certain place, and 
I fuifer him to en’ar-e the time to more than 
double its ftipu'aed duration wiihont cmplaint-, 
he will naturally think he may difcharge a 
debt which he fees me indifferent about, where 
he will. In faft there is no Law maxim more 
true than this, that Liberty depends upon 
vigilance and when the People are guilty o f  
laches in calling their Reprefentatives to an 
account for their Parliamentary cond'.'ft at the 
conclufion of  their public fervice, the cannot 
îuilly comp'ain of  bein? ferved not altogether to 
their wifhes. I f  therefore the Commons of 
Great-Briiain could legally enlarge its ancient du­
ration without conlulting its Electors from three 
to Jeven years ; the Commons oi Ireland cantranf** 
fer its placc of fitting from the proper dominion of 
Ireland to any other place it may think proper 
to prefer even to new Holland, and of courfe 
may treat and re.olve on the fubjeft of an Uni­
on with the Parliament of England independent 

• o f  any Eleaorud confient. Having thus I hope 
flatly levelled the great impediment to the defira- 
bie meafure of an Union, I ihall go on to ftate 
the advantages that may arife to Ireland from 
the incorporation of its' Parliament with the 
legiflative Affembly of the Empire, and firft.

A Parliament, I mean that part of it 
which reprefents the People is a member 
of the Conftitution, which though of the 
high eft Importance in every Nation that has 
enjoyed freedom, yet has certain drawbacks
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Non the freedom it fecures which the lovers 
o f  Liberty are feldom tully aware oh An 
election, particularly a general election is at- 
tended with certain ills that heretolore have 
baffled all remedy. It encourages idlenels, forces 
the common people into excetfes frequently o f  
long continuance, too often itrik.es at the rooc 
o f  morality by inducing perjury, and never 
fails to interrupt private friendfhips and gene- 
ntte public difcords, not only among the mea:i 
but the moll relpedtable families. Now, the 
meafure o f  an Union, I may lately fay will in 
a great degree prevent thole demo ratic evils, for 
not more than one fifth o f  the preien: repre- 
fentatives will be returned to ferve in the 
imperial Parliament, which in the hr It inltance 
will  put ail end to four fifths ot the disor­
ders attendant on elections, and it we a id  to 
this, the upright indifference that in all probability 
will direct the fiiFrages of the people in the 
new order of t h in g s we may fecurely pronounce 
the inconvenienci js ot a' general Eledtion to be 
reduced to at lealt an hundredth ptrt. I will in­
deed confefs that the eager nefs o f  Candidates, 
and the interefi which the people ta’ve in iup- 
po.ting former favourites who have brought 
forward or fupported meafures o f  national 
good, may be productive o f  no fmall public 
advantage* but what public advantage can com- 
penlate for general di cord and general dillipa- 
ti l ? t^en fo tar as public quiet and harmony 
dv fuoerior to confufio i and intoxication, an 
Union will be preferable co an independant Parlia­
ment. f

Again, it has been loud'y lamented that the 
Parliament of Ireland has long ltood in need
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o f  Reformation : but how is it poflible for 
Parliament fo defective as to need Reformation 
to be able to reform itfelf?— it is out o f  the 
nature o f  things. W hat remedy then mull be 
applied ? why, to treat this high aflembly like 
a hngle man in a iimilar fituation. T h e  fingle 
man is advifed to keep better company than him- 
fe lf  that the example of others may amend 
him. Now the Parliament of England has 
always been allowed to be the wifeft aiTemblage 
o f  §ages in the world ; and i f  that wifdom, which 
is in itfelf moral perfection ; can bring about that 
reform o f  our reprefentatives in Parliament 
which has been fo long devoutly vuifhed, I think 
the incorporation of  the two Parliaments will 
undoubtedly effedt it. And as nothing can tend 
to give a man fo juit a knowledge of what is 
the bufinefs of Legislation fo much as the obfer- 
vation exercifed in travel, fo, no legiflative af- 
fembly will be able to boaft o f  equal knowledge 
with that which ventures over Jeas in fearch o f  
it.— I have been obliged to make this remark 
on the near approach of  Parliamentary reform 
to fatisfy fome malcontents who have long been 
in dcfpair of it.

As I have ventured in the above with all 
humility, to compare the Body Politic with an 
individual Body, I am induced to continue the 
fimiiitude with a view to prove the advantages 
which your Legijlature itfrlf may receive by the 
adoption of an Union. Nothing is better known 
among phyficians than the inadequacy of the 
head attached to a difeafed body, to prefcnbe for 
that body; and therefore no perfons more fre- 
qùently ajk advice than thofe who acquire their

livelihood
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livelihood by giving it. T h is  paradox they e x ­
p la in  by fimply {fating, that what affctts the 
body operates alfo on the mind. Now, the Peo­
ple o f  a country are the fociable body, and 
their reprefentatives in Parliament the national 
intelligence or public mind. It has been long 
known that very dangerous diforders have af- 
Aided your national body, and it has been nearly 
as long known that the national mind has been 
heretotore unfuccefsful in applying falutary 
medicines to thofe diforders : what is then to be 
done, but to afk advice of fome other national 
intelligence, and what national intelligence will 
deliver it with more impartiality than the impt- 
Tial parliament.

But another difficulty prefents itfelf to impede 
this deferable Un on, which is the flrong objection 
which peers and country gentlemen who have 
the patronage o f  Boroughs, may feel at refign- 
ing what has fo long contributed to their con- 
fequence in the country perhaps to fomething 
more than mere confequence. T h e  fee-fimple o f  
a Borough in Ireland, i f  I am rightly informed 
is £ .io ,o o o ,  and the odium which vulgar preju- 
dice may attach to the faie of one in favour o f  
an imperial Parliament may, at a high calculation 
be valued at £ .5000 more, and this is a very 
extravagant calculation indeed for perjonal dan­
ger, when men hazard their lives every day for 
ttotking, and great minds have always looked 
with contempt on the refentment of the vulgar. 
T h en  the fum o f  £ . 1 5,000 m a y b e  allowed* to 
be the value of a Borough difpofed o f  on impe­
rial confiderations ; a fum which the honor o f  M i­
nisters will immediately difcharge and which

B 2 (furious
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(furious as the rcfentment o f  the people may 
prove) fhould fully fatisfy every fuch Borough 
proprietor who ought to forget himfelf, and even 
his country, when the good o f  the Empire is 
concerned. •

Again, it is floutly and T confefs plaujtbly af- 
ferted, that, “  a kingdom which fubjefts itjclf to 
the w ill oj another, from that moment becomes its 

fjave.” Now t h a t  t i n s  is altogether falfe, I fhall 
prove by t h e  d o m e i t i C  Example o f  man and 
wife ; l o r  the woman, niflt ad of lofing her natu- 
ra liberty by uniting hérfdf with her fellow- 
aeature man, immediately participates in the 
latitude oj his demeanour, to the great envy o f  
vir  , t h e  great rage of widows, and the great 
gufn oi pradlitioners in the fpintual courts.

On this principle the Scots confented to their 
Union with Britain, and although dfaffefied Per­
sons a itedt to infmuate that England would have 
compe’ led their Union, i f  the Caledonians had not 
judicioufly confented to it before coercion would 
have forccd them, yet, it muft appear plain to 
every lover of Eritifh AJcendancy, that the Scots 
ailed wifely as they always do, and though it 
may be urged that two Rebellions have defolated 
that country fince the Marriage Knot was tied, 
every man knows, who knows human nature, 
that no Union can be conftituted fo entirely 
felicitous, as not to admit of occafional heart­
burnings.

But the Welfh united, and are now fo happy 
in their jünftion that not a murmur is heard 
in that whole Principality. ’Tis true indeed, 
Edward the ift. taught them fome lelTons in­

troduce
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troduétory to paffive obedience to the will o f  Eng­
land, which they hold in grateful remembrance to 
this day. But Ireland has no gratitude o f  fo 
indelible a nature as the IVelfh, and no pretences 
to the wifdom of  fécond fight as the Scots, to urge 
h e r  to an Union ; her Union muft be voluntary, 
and furely Great Britain muft regard fuch a 
contra# as the highelt act o f  love, when 110 
power of Anns or contiguity of Territory can bç 
looked upon as motives to the alliance.

Other enemies o f  an Union objeét to the time, 
as improper for the difcuflion o f  fo momentous 
a fubjeit, ftating that the opinion o f  the coun­
try cannot betaken, on account o f  the violence 
o f  the pajfions of the people; this indeed is a 
truly Irifh reafon agai.iit an Union, and in fact, 
is the identical motive of the Britifh Mini iter, 
in bringing it forward, for an Union, as I faid 
before, is like marriage, and can never be 
heartily contracted, i f  the pallions o f  the people* 
are not all alive.

I  have indeed been very uneafy at hearing 
feme very well-intentioned people exprefs fober 
fears that the taxes of Ireland might be greatly 
increafed by refigning the power over their own 
purfes into the hands of Strangers, who might 
not be exadlly acquainted with what they would 
•wi/h, or indeed what they may be able to pay. 
But this uneafinefs ceafes when it is recollected 
that one ninth o f  the Imperial Parliament will be 
Irifhmen, whofe bufinefs there will be to give a 
true account o f  the wealth o f  their own country, 
and refpeétfully requeft the other eight ninths, 
(who may poiïibly have the intereft o f  another

nation



nation in view, în preference to that o f  Ire­
land; to refped the circumflances of their con- 
ilituents and manage their moneys with the 
fame (economy that diilinguiihed the Irifh Parli­
ament previous to the Union. And no doubt 
their remonftrances (for they certainly will 
unanimoufiy remonftrate) muft be duly refped- 
ed, becaufe it would not be confiftent with the 
magnanimity of the Imperial Parliament to take 
advantage o f  the paucity o f  Irifh Reprefentatives, 
c r  to opprefs a poor Nation becaufe that poor 
Nation had confiitutionally, and irrevocably bound 
itfelf not to refill fuch oppreffion.

Nothing has been more grievoufly,complain­
ed of by many very honeil Iriihmen, with whom 
I have converfed, than the unneceflary multi* 
plication of  places with which every official de­
partment is overloaded, and that very many 
Irifh Families indeed who till of late were 
unknown, now occupy almofl: every lucrative 
and honorable poft in the Kingdom. Now, i f  
this be true, it is certainly a grievance which 
ihould be íedreíTed ; and a main argument for 
an Union is, that nothing but an Union can re- 
drefs it. I admit however that there may be 
reafon and policy in giving the chief employ­
ments o f  an independant Nation to the natives 
o f  it, and that the number o f  thofe employments 
cannot poflibly be retrained in oppofition to 
the fpirii o f  its government. But the reafon 
that eftabliihes this claim to official preference is 
the fpecious one, that the bufinefs c f a Nation 
ought to be managed by the People of it. Now an 
Xjnion alters the cafe, for then the Empire will 
take place of the Kingdom of Ireland, and the

majority
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majority o f  the Empire who will  evidently be 
the Englijh will then and have a right to
poflefs, every Office o f  honor and emolument in the 
Irifh Nation. The unneceflfary increafe o f  of­
fice too will alfo find a quick remedy in the 
falutary cffeds of an Union ; for the reafon o f  
excefs in the number o f  the new created em­
ployments is certainly to appeafe the avidity 
o f  a party that might otherwife impede the 
career o f  the executive branch o f  your govern­
ment,— but fhould an Union be efFe£ted//to Par- 
tyy and indeed every other Party in your King­
dom, falling at once into contempt ; the public 
employments will  be all managed by Englijh- 
?nen> and the Imperial Minijter, freed from the 
little jealoulies of colonial difquiet will regulate 
your revenues and your revenue offices without 
once thinking o f  the people or the bajhaws o f  
your country. Now here is an argument in 
fubjlhnce, the People with their eyes ihall fee the 
degradation o f  their Rulers. They fhall fee the 
high and the overbearing fallen ! fallen! fallen to 
low eftate and odious even in their own eyes— a 
gratification to the vulgar that mull more than 
make amends for even the greateft of political 
evils.

The fame fpirit of, perhaps well meaning 
unealinefs, has alarmed a great many perfons 
in your Country who are not altogether igno­
rant o f  the comparative, or relative opulence 
o f  the Nation : for fay they, u ihall we unite 
our Kingdom which is free, or almoit free, 
from the incumbrance of National Debt with a 
bankrupt People whofe revenues are mortgaged 
for 500,000,000 o f  Pounds Sterling, a fum 
greater than the fee fimple o f  all the Taxes ex-

ifting



ífting or that can by poflibility exift, together 
with the full value all the real and perjonal pro­
perty o f  Great-Britain ?”

1 know this objection to an Union has had 
great weight with thofe perfons who have not 
depth to fathom things to the bottom. But 
this is merely the reafoning of comparifon—  
people having in their eye the fituation o f  an 
individual, fancy the country is loft! becaufe 
its debts a je far beyond its property— but the cafe 
is altogether inappolite; for the individual fuf- 
fers only becaufe he can be imprijoned, or his 
credit ruined by the operation o f  the ftatute o f  
Bankruptcy— here the comparifon is abfurd, for 
what power could imprifon a Nation, or what 
Lord Chancellor would dare to make it a Bank-
Tl'lpt ?

But the general cry is “ Dublin with all the 
neighbouring Counties will be inevitably ruined 
i f  an Union is fuffered.”— It is not at prefent 
convenient to argue againft fuch old-fafhwned 
fears ; bui; admitting the truth of this popular 
prediction, does it follow that the country 
will be injured becaufe its capital will be defo- 
lated? the fartheft from it poflible. I ihall here 
beg leave to aik thofe doleful prophets what 
they mean bv ruin ? they will probably anfwer, 
— 4,1 The deftruétion o f  tfrade and Hotifes and 
other improvements”  B t I fay this is not in 
any degree ruin— but ruin is the deterioration 
of the morals of a People, and i f  the deftruc- 
tion o f  any great City will tend to reform the 
minds of thofe whom its crafts and luxuries 
have debauched, fuch deftru&ion muit prove a

national
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R ational gain. ’T is  true the living generation 
will  feverely fuffer indeed! but what is the li­
ving generation to the millions o f  poflerity! 
our reafon is always duped by affe&ions with­
in grafp, but wifdom dives into the depths o f  
futurity, and I will pledge my credit on this, 
that more national wifdom will be derived from 
looking at the grafs with which your Streets w ill 
be covered, in the event o f  an Union, and the 
Ivy  that will then unite the fragments o f  your 
now boafted Parliament Hnufe than ever has been 
heard in your public walks ; or been uttered in 
that fenate houfe, the magnificence and elegance 
o f  which is defervedly the pride of your Nation.

 ̂ Another cry is raifed, “  that your two great 
Canals will be rendered ufelefs, and the funds, 
properly enough, faid to be funk in thefe nati­
onal undertakings, will be loft to the proprie­
tors when the market o f  Dublin is vanifhed in 
confequence o f  an Union ; but fhall the palpa­
ble good o f  Ireland be retarded by confidering 
the proprietors of Canal Stock? Thefe men 
fhould have well weighed the matter before 
they had, as it were, thrown their money into the 
River. But fuch kind o f  proje&ors are a fpecies 
o f  gamefters who run their idea o f  extraordi­
nary gain againft all chances, and are therefore 
unworthy o f  national concern. ’T is  true they 
will lofe by the dereli&ion o f  their toll emolu­
ments, but then, is it not pofflble that another 
kind o f  gain may fucceed that of Navigation? 
Might not thefe immenfe ponds o f  unruffled 
waters be converted into repofitories of Fijh ?  
a moft profitable trade ! while navigation conti­
nues, this end cannot be effe&ed on account o f
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the furf made by the paffing veflfels. But if  the 
waters, in confequence of an Union, become 
flagnant as they will be, their prcdr.ce of eels 
mud prove invaluable ; as this filli is one of the 
very bell correilives of vicious humours in the 
human habits, and as thefe canals run through 
diftritts o f  your Country where it is faid there 
is yet m u c h  b a d  b l o o d , the new purpofe to 
which they may be applied, will more than bal- 
lance even in the pockets o f  their proprietors, 
what they fhall lofe by their entire lofs of tolls.

As I have been led into the fubjeit o f  medi­
cine by the above remark, I feel it my duty to 
addrefs a line or two to the gentlemen pratti- 
fing phyfic in the capital o f  your Nation. This 
description o f  Men, I underftand, toil under 
great uneafinefs left the Union by the annihi­
lation of the luxury o f  your great City, may 
itrike a more terrible blow than even death it- 
felf at the profeilion o f  the healing art. But let 
not the good Doctors defpair, but rather let 
them animate their hearts by the greater gains 
thatWill fucceed the abolition of luxury :  for 
who is a Phyfician and does not know that 
poverty is a more fatal enemy to the human 
frame than excefs ? I acknowledge the Union may 
abridge their lift of gouty patients to infignifi- 
<?ance indeed ! but how will the fcroll be length­
ened by the difeafes of inanition ! ! ! Then let 
the profits of the profeffion fink ! How can the 
doctor complain when he has no lofs of prac­
tice ?— I feel it neceflary by this comfortable argu­
ment to quiet the minds of this ufeful order of 
men*, for I have long obferved that the gen­
tlemen of the faculty, from their fupcrior

learning
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learning and reflexion, have no fmali influence 
over the public mind.

As I feel happy at being able in this man­
ner to redtify a n y  erroneous opinion that thofe 
refpedlable gentlemen may unguardedly fall 
into, from an hafty confederation o f  an U n io n ;
I congratulate alfo the well withers ot this 
meafure on the diiperfion and final obiivion 
o f  a hugely numerous di[contented and idle clafs ot 
people, who croud all your public places, and 
are called Politicians. Thofe anxious loungers, 
afFe&ing, forfooth, an uneafinefs for the pub­
lic intereft, infeél many otherwife fenhble and 
worthy people with their ow n retllefs madnels, 
but the day is coming, and with it the Umony 
that will  muzzle thefe CofTee-Houfe b ab le is ;  
for the Union will caft the irrevocable dice, and 
then ends all difculTion on political chances,

But the greateft of all advantages that will  
polTibly attend an Union, mutt be the complete 
extinguifhtnent of Popery in your Country. Here 
is a benefit that can ballance, and more than 
ballance every poiïible inconvenience that may 
arife from this meafure. I know there aie 
many pcrfons, even Proteftants, who pretend to 
believe that thofe dangerous People are a good- 
natured, and for the molt part a charitable 
clafs of Men, who only with to be free to 

m a k e  the Country at large happy! Thefe per- 
fons aflfeft to laugh at the childith apprehenfi- , 
ons o f  the eftabîifhed Church, at a moment 
when the religion of Rome is almoft flatly re­
nounced by 47 millions of its former devotees,

ad the Pope’s temporal power fo miferably
C 2 contracted
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contrafled that the poor old man has fcarcely 
wherewithal to lay his head. But what reafon- 
ing is this ? Does not every one know that the 
dominion of Religion is never fo formidable as 
when it is moil perfecuted, and that danger is 
never fo much to be apprehended as when it 
can be leaft feen ? The  Pope therefore is now 
more terribly dreadful to the Protellants o f  Ire­
land than when 7 eights o f  all Europe were at 
his devotion ; and who knows but at this mo­
ment, when infidelity has not only robbed him 
o f  his Tiara, but prophaned the very Vatican, 
that this forlorn fallen perfon is on his way to 
take proud poffeflion o f  the IJland of Saints. 
Now, therefore is the time to unite againft 
Popery.— But even this great majority o f  your 
People, whom Afcendency, contrary to all the 
chanties of Religion, and the unalienable rights 
o f  mankind has ihut out o f  all political commu­
nion, are not deftitute o f  comfort, for that 
Afcendency which has fo long and fo grievoufly 
opprefled them, and with them, the Nation,, will, 
by Supporting an Union, all at once take ven­
geance on themfelves for the wounds they have in­
f i l led  on Liberty ; and thofe people their coun­
trymen, who have fo long been defpifed by them, 
will feel no common gratification (for a gratifi­
cation, though a difmal one it will be) at feeing 
every lrifhman without exception, treated with equal 
contempt by their military mailers of a foreigny 
but an United Nation. T o  add Hill more to this 
comfort the Roman Catholics o f  Ireland, are in­
formed by the higheft authority, that that griev­
ance fo palpable to every one, andfo diitreJTmg 
to thofe poor people who endure it, the fup- 
portmg the Clergy of their own and the eftabhfhed

church -,



church ; will be a good deal mitigated by a pro- 
vifion in aid o f  the Rom an Catholic Priefts 
that will be granted by government in confe- 
quence o f  an Union. Every Roman Catholic o f  
candour will not hefitate to acknowledge that 
this is a liberality that mull make amends for 
every thing. W hat a kingly government ! that 
exifts only by the fupport o f  an efiablijhcd church, 
to eftabliíh 1 may fay the ancient enemy o f  that 
ch u rch ! !  impollible— and it is literally impof- 
lible fpiritually fpeakiug ; but the Rom an Catho­
lics mull be taught to know that this thing is 
by no means impoihble fpeaking politically :  for, 
it the Priells receive a fupport from government, 
it mull be on the implied contrail o f  fupporting 
government-, and it will then be as neceflary at  
Eaiter to confult the Caftle as it is now necef- 
fary to examine the confcience o f  each indivi­
dual to know who fhall be put to penance, and 
who fhall be abfolved.

T h e  Prefbyterians have alfo received comfort 
from the fame high authority ; and indeed it is 
but right they lhould -, for that body o f  men 
who have been uniformly the lovers and fup- 
porters o f  Liberty Ihould have fome compenfa- 
tion when they are to part with it for ever. 
T h e ir  clergy too will be flill more benefited by 
an additional ilipend in confequence o f  the mo­
dus decitnandi, or commutation for 'Tithes, and the 
diflenting church in embracing this benefit ac­
quires almoft a certain hope o f  the** abolition of 
the Epifcopacy-, for as it was judicioully pre­
dicted that the Papacy would fall by the fuppref- 
fion of the order of Jefuits, the Epifcopacy m ay 
be forewarned o f  its diffolution i f  it adopts

fuch
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fuch an innovation. This is comfort indeed ! 
but then it is but juftice in an impartial enqui­
rer as I am, to acquaint the Preibyterians that 
this addition to the falaries o f  their teachers, will, 
like that o f  the Roman Catholic prieits, be paid 
them on the implied contrail o f  faithfully report­
ing at the Caftle, the political opinions o f  their 
refpeilive congregations.

Thus the various fecfls o f  Chriftians in your 
country will be recognized by the bleffed Union, 
and Church and State indeed go h a n d  in h a n d , 
to the great edification o f  the people, and the 
great comfort of the Proteftant clergy; for they 
will furely reap the profit. Then, what is it to 
them the enjoyment of overgrown and luxurious 
livings, in companion to the general peace that 
an Union will produce ? I fay, what is it to them 
i f  the higheft of the beneficed clergy be reduced 
îo^.200, a year, when they will know that the 

furplus money ariiing from this contraction of their 
income, will be applied in aid o f  the poor feéia- 
ries; for they certainly cannot entertain a 
thought that this additional public expence will 
be paid from any other fund.

In this manner the clergy o f  the various fecls^ 
being provided for, and in a certain degree, 
eftablifhed, their Paftors being paid by govern­
ment for the double purpofe o f  eafing the bur­
dens o f  the people, and directing their political 
opinions, you will have nothing but paffive obe­
dience in the country, for what man, who is 
not diverted of the firft feelings o f  gratitude, 
would fan&ion refinance to that power by which 
he is well paid ?

Butw
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But the Union will be o f  imperial and general 

benefit, by the new arrangement that will take 
place i n the army in confequence o f  it. It is well 
known that nothingmoreemboldensinfurredtion 
aiid rebellion, than the popular opinion that M ili­
tia, or native troops w il l  not turn their arms againft 
their country, without examining the motives' that 
have urged their fellow citizens to fuch violence; 
and, convinced o f  the truth o f  this, molt o f  the 
Kings o f  Europe have entertained foreign Troops 
to cruih that demand o f  juftice which domeitic 
warriors could notrefift: and the late example 
o f  France proves the policy of kings in the prac­
tice ; yet, it was a practice of fome expence, for 
thofe forces were always better paid than native 
foldiers. But the Union will obviate this ob­
jection, for the troops of England being foreign­
ers in Ireland, aud thofe o f  Ireland foreigners in 
England, any infurgents in either country, 
however fpecious their motives, though they 
might be impelled even by that jufi refinance to 
Tyranny, to guard againft which, the Con/litution 
allows the ufe of Arms to every freeman. I fay, 
though even this fhould be the cafe, thofe fol­
diers who will be no citizens, will obey their orders, 
be thofe orders what they may.

But I am informed that the poor landholders 
o f  Ireland are greatly alarmed by the thoughts 
o f  an Union, left the emigration o f  the great men 
of  the country fho.uld deftroy their market : 
now, this is downright ftupidity, for thefe great 
men, who are certainly good and ju fi, will moft 
alTuredly fend to Ireland for whatever their fa­
milies may want in London and Hath, which will 
multiply the tonage o f  your fhipping, and en­

courage
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courage inland carriage; befides, by their re- 
ii ling in the bed cultivated country in Europe, 
they will fend you over every improvement in a- 
gricultuie, by the middle men, who will croud your 
land, and teach your peafantry how to do the 
greateft quantity of work on the fmalleil quan­
tity of Potatoes; and your farmers the invincible 
necejfity of paying their Rent at quarter day. In 
this manner your country being maftered by 
the politeft people in the world, your Irijh brogue 
will  at once be diffipated by the impreffions o f  
the various rural accents or dialefis o f  Great Bri­
tain, and your nation be taught elegance and 
hofpitality by the introduction o f  foreigners o f  
the moft companionable defcription. Thus, by an 
Union, your gentry will be improved by travel, 
by what, in effeCt, will prove a bounty on emigra­
tion!; a n d  your laborious people o f  all defcrip- 
tions, be imprifoned in their native Pariihes by 
the introduction of the Englijh Poor Laws.

I fhould be very defective indeed, in this ad- 
drefs to the Iriih nation, i f  I negleCled to fay 
a few words to the inhabitants of the North. 
The people of IJliter have long, with much 
fuccefs cultivated the manufacture of Linen, 
and at length brought it to a perfection unequal­
led in any part of the Empire:— a perfection 
that has thriven almoit into a monopoly, Your 
country, from its foil, male, but above all, 
female induftry, great population, and great 
frugality of living, affifted by the very particu­
lar attention of your legijlature in a moil ju d i­
cious regulation of  your itaple trade, itands 
thus high,— on an height which no Britiih Mi- 
nifter dare to humiliate, becaufe your Parlia-

V ment,
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ment, much as it is polîible it may want refor­
mation, would not fuifer it, for no influence 
could balance the lofs. But an Imperial [ c h a ­
înent might a i l  otherwife. 1  he reftlefs fpirit of 
Britons, and the political errors they have ini 1- 
bed from the ftuay of their darling Locke, might 
make it neceffary to corrdftEngUih turbulen.ee
by Irifh foldiers. In this cale what has the Im­
perial Minifter to do, but to take off the duty on 
foreign Linens, and this fimple mcafure in one 
month, will  give him the command ot half a 
million o f  the boldeft men in Europe w h o jy i l l  
vindicate the prerogative without thinking oT the 
Conftitution -, thus, in a twinkling, the Irilh M a­
nufacturers will become Pretorian Bands to the 
Minifter of next year, and, as the end of govern­
ment is the Security of the People, t he inhabitants 
o f  thefe I (lands will be the moil happy, as they 
wiil be the moft powerfullySoured.

One word to t h e  towns o f  Cork, JVaterford,&\\à 
BelfaSt, and 1 have done —  rhefe  places have 
gained much by the prefnt conftitutionot things, 
and are likely to receive very little additionaibe- 
nefits by an Union ; for the provifion trade in time 
o f  war is nearly m o n o p o l i z e d  by them, not 
fo much from their exclufively producing the 
a r t i c l e s  o f  N avy  and Army Victualing, as from 
the beiore hinted defire o f  attaching the Inih  
Parliament to briti/h war far-' by a lenfe o f  exclu­
d e  beneEt from a trade next in value t o  that 
o f  your L inen  ; and both conibtuting the lum 
total of Irifli wealth.— Now, fhould an Union 
take place, there will be no political neceffüy tor
this limitation o f  the provifion market, for tnen

there
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there will be no Irifh Parliament to aflert the
rights of their Country, and the imperial minifter 
freed from any energy o f  federal jealoufy, may 
deal, without fcruple, in any market where a 
pecuniary faving can be effected, or where 
political views* may dired a preference. Thus 
in cafe of an Union the beforementioned towns 
will certainly enjoy a competition with the 
great Ruffian Empire, in almoft the foie articles 
o f  their commerce: a competition, the honor 
o f  which, muft incalculably exceed any gain, 
however extenfive that this great trade might 
have yielded ; and, as in commercial places, 
fame has ever been found an article of greater 
value than profit, thefe three great marts will 
gladly accept o f  an Union that muft fecure to 
them fo fplendid a partner in their gains.

I have referved my mighty argument for the 
laft, which is, that although Mr. P—  had vowed 
vengeance againft your Country for .your treat­
ment o f  him in the affair of the Regency ; yet 
having fince repented on the fick-bed of fright 
occafioned by Mr. T — n— ys firing at him in 
that doughty duel, he is refolved fo do you irre­
parable good, and you are bound not to rejedl 
the Union as it is his fure pledge o f  reconcili­
ation.

However,

*  T h e  conquefts o f  the Republic o f  France having deftroyed 
the oid balance o f power in Europe, the Britifh Government 
has thought it adviiable to court a fond connexion with the 
RuJJian Empire, in order to frx a new baJIance by overhanging 
the South o f Europe by the bulk o f  the North,— much o f  the 
Beef provifion for the Britilh Forces, laft year, was ordered 
from Rujfia !



However, after a l l  I have been faying, an 
lrijhman may ilill  fay, keep your Parliament, and 
an Enghjhman may not fay give us your Parliament, 
and truft your Country to our mercy, but as I am o f  
neither Country, I fay, K E E P  UP Y O U R  S . "  
R I T S ,  and HUZZA. FOR. T H E  E M P I R E  ! ! !

I N I S .
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