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MEETING or tue COUNTY DUBLIN,

ON FRIDAY, FANUARY THE 4h, 1799,

AGAINST AN

U N T O N.

e e

PursuanT to requifition, a meet-
ing of the gentlemen, clergy, and free-
holders of the. County Dublin, took
place at the Seflions-Houfe, which in
number and defcription, was one of the
moft refpe€table we remember ever to
have witneffed.—Within about a quarter
of two o’clock the chair was taken by the
worthy High Sheriff of the county, A.

KirkraTrick, Efg; and the requifition

B in



in confequence of which the meeting was

convened having been read,

MRr. Baker, (of Corduff) faid, that
in fubmitting to the meeting the refolu-
tions which he was about to move, he
felt himfelf alone impelled by the love
which he bore for his Sovereign, for his
Country, for that Conftitution to which
he trufted they were all devoted, and for
the exifting connexion with Great Britain,
which he was {ure it was the general with
of the aflembly, and all loyal Irithmen,
to maintain. permanent and inviolable.
His duty to his Sovereign, his Country,
- Irith Conftitution, and Britifh Connexion,
called upon him to refift to the utmoft of
his power any meafure hoftile to thefe
objects of his political attachment, and
under the firm and moft aflured convic-

tion, that no poflible meafure could be

more
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more injurious to the fecurity of the Irifh )
Crown, or the liberties and happinefs of ‘
the Irith people, than an incorporating

Union of the parliaments of Great Britain

]
R T R S . W e e WS

and Ireland, he would without further |
preface move the refolutions which he 34
|

held in his hand. Here Mr. Baker read
the refolutions, which, one excepted, were |

the fame as in advertifement. ‘

Sir J. J. W. Jervais, Bart. arofe, he
-faid, with the higheft pleafure to fecond
refolutions in moft refpe&s fo confonant to
his own feelings. He could not, however,
avoid obferving, that the meafure in which
they were occupied, was one {o repugnant
to every principle of the laws of nature
and of nations, that he did not fee how
far they were juftified to themfelves and
to their country, in even admitting the
poffibility of its being brought forward in

B 2 : the
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the Irith parliament. - But having pre-

fumed that poffibility, the difapprobation -
of the meeting thould be expreffed in the
ftrongeft and moft unequivocal manner.
An half fpirited and ambiguous expref-
fion thould not be adopted—their refolu-
tions fhould not be fo framed s nega-
tively to refer to propricty of time for
bringing forward a meafure effentially bad,
but the unanimous voice of the County
of Dublin thould ftamp upon the feloni-
ous medium of political traffic, that cha-
raCter and mark of its bafenefs as fhould
at once arreft its currency, and proclaim
its detection, and the Britith minifter
fhould be told, that, not only, this was
not a time, but that there never could
arrive a time in which the people of Ire-
land could think it feafonable to furrender

up their liberties.  Sir John then read a

refolution
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refolution exprefling the principle which
he had advanced.

- Mr. Rawrins however, obferved, that
élthough the point which the Hon. Baro-
net had urged was fuch as muft meet the
warmeft approbation of every man pfefent,
yet its adoption muft flow from a vifible
neceflity, arifing out of a defe® in the
refolutions previoufly moved. = Such a ne-
ceflity was not however, evident, and the
* worthy Baronet would feel on having the
refolutions read ﬁ‘om the chair, that they
contained nof the MMiteft admiffion, that
any period could ever cccur in which a
queftion of legiflative Union would be
proper for parliamentary difcuffion, and
that therefore he would fee that the mo-
tion which he had juft read, notwithftand-
ing the public fpirit by which it was dic-
tated, was wholly unneceffary.

MRr.
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MRr. Lreson {poke in terms of the ftron-
geft reprobation againft the projected meas
fure of an Union, and contended for the
neceflity of a very decided mode of ex-
preflion on the fubject. That every cir-
cumftance and neceflity called for themoft
{pirited and patriotic conduct on the part
of Irithmen, and that no time was to be
loft, if they wifhed to fave their country.
He gave to a certain delegated charatter
the higheft credit for his wifhes and his
efforts to ftop the eﬁ’u’ﬁon of Irith blood,
but he lamented that this cruel mercy was
to be purchafed at fhc expence of the in-
dependence, liberty, and profperity of Ire-
land.  He adverted in pointed terms to
the number of Britith troops pouring into
this country, but alfo adverted to the yet
unextinguifhed virtue and fpirit of the
Irih people. He lamented that the Bri-
tith minifter had been but too {uccefsful

in




in dividing the people of this country and
pz'tting them againft each other, but, in
the worft of poifons there was to be found
a medicine, and he trufted that the quef-
tion of a Union was one which would be
fo fcouted and reprobated by the Irifh
nation, and from a fenfe of common dan-
ger ‘point out the neceffity of common
unity, that the minifter would find he
had, inftead of proftrating the fabric of
Irith freedom, caft among its loofened
components, a cement which would make
it laft for ever. Mr. Lecfon then dwelt
for fome time on the incompetency of
parliament to entertain the queﬁioﬁ of an
Union. He vindicated the Catholics from
the imputation of leaguing againft the
liberties of their country in the prefent
meafure, and concluded a very animated
fpeech, which was feveral times inter-

rupted




rupted by teftimonies of applaufe, with

moving the refolutions No. 4 and ;.

Inthe refolutions which thefe fuperiede
was exprefled an high opinion of the wif-
dom and virtue of parliament, and. of their
ability to devife meafures for reﬁoring and
fecuring tranquillity, and fatisfying the
people of Ireland of every defcription.

MR. SPENCER,
Mr. Kirkpatrick, Sir, With the indul-
gence of this affembly, I thall make a few
obfervations upon a fubje&, no doubt, of
unfpeakable magnitude and importance to
this country, the merits of which however
have never appeared to me to require a ve-
ry wide field of examination. Sir, the evils
attendant on a legiflative Union between
this. country and England, appear to me, |

to be great, certain, and inevitable ; the

advantages
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advantages which are held forth, to be
at beft problematical and uncertain. ‘That
the neceffary confequences of an Union,
muft be an increafe of abfentees and of
taxes, cannot be queftioned; and if ever there
was a country which had fuffered, both in
its property, and in its internal tranquillity,
from abfentees, it is this country : if ever
there was a country, which required all
the attention, fuperintendance, and vigi-
lant obfervation of a refident gentry, and
s; refident parliamen_t, it 1s this country
in the prefent moft extraordinary and
unexampled fituation of affairs. And with
refpeCt to the increafes of taxes, let this
nation be upon its guard; whatever mo-
tives the Englifh cabinet may pretend to
be atuated by, whatever objets of in-
creafed fafety to the empire, or improved
civilization to Ifeland, they may affe& to
have ‘in view; it is the fame principle

C which
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which dicated the American flamp aét
that hath fuggefted the Irith Union : taxa-
tion not civilization is the object of the .
.Englifh miniftry ; and it is wpon - this
principle that the meafure has been recom-
mended by all the Englith writers upon
the fubjet for near a century paft. But
it is argued by fome, that.we are incom-.
petent to decide upon the meafure of an
Union, until we fhall be made acquainted
with the terms, and the queftion is trium-
phantly afked, are. you apprifed of the
conditions of the Union? To this queftion,
without a moments hefitation, I anfwer

that I neither know, nor defire to know the
{pecific items of the terms, but that T know

more than the terms; for that I know
what Ireland has already obtained, and
what England has it in her power to grant ;
I know that Ireland already poffefles a free

trade, and I know that in the year 1782,
fhe
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fhe obtained the independence of her le-
giflature, and that it is precifely fince fhe
obtained that independence, which an Uni-
on muft deftroy, that fhe hath flourifhed
beyond all example in the hiftory of nati-
ons. Shall we then in the face, and in de-

fiance of this experience, furrender that

independence of legiflature, the invariable

concominant of which has been national
profperity. For I do take it for granted
that we are not to {fend 2 number of mem-
bers to the united parliament, equal to the
whole number of the Britith reprefentati-
on, and that the wunited parliament is not
to fit alternately in either kingdom. Now
as to any commercial advantageé, which
England has it in her power to beftow,
with refpeé to any favourable regulation
of the channel trade, or the eftablithment
of a dock-yard at Cork, or I know not
whereelfe ; they may be defirable objelts
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to obtain, but they are not to be purchaf-
ed at fuch a price; and I find that the
merchants and bankers of the city of Dub-
lin, who muft be the beft judges of the
commercial part of the fubje&, have una-
nimoufly exprefled their moft decided re-
probation of the meafure. For there can be
no compenfation for the furrender of our
legiflature, there can. be no price for the
abdication of our independence; and if
there could be terms of compenfation,
what fecurity have we that they would be
adhered to: and here at leaft I do intirely
adopt the fentiment of the author of the
government pamphlet ; ¢“ an argument from
experience, fays he in political reafoning

is {uperior to any argument in theory,”

Precifely fo; and that argument or ra-
ther thofe arguments from experience did
occur in fix years after the Scotch Union ;

when
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when notwithftanding the oppofition of all
the Scotch members of the united parlia-
ment, a bill was carried through both
houfes impofing the malt tax upon Scot-
land in dire@ violation of the articles of
Union ; and {o f;roliﬁck in grievances was
the fix years Union to Scotland, that all the
reprefentatives of that nation unanimoufly
voted for its diffolution.. The ftory of
this {fcandalous and flagitious breach of na-

- tional faith on the part of the Englifth le-

giflature, fhould be infcribed in large cha-

ratters on the walls of both houfes of our
parliament, in order for ever to deter this
nation from an incorporated Union with
England. But it is faid, that the extra-
ordinary fituation of this country requires
fome extraordinary remedy, and that fome
grand and new meafure muft be adopted :
that we have juft efcaped from an horrid

rebellion which raged with unabated fury

for
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for two months in feveral parts of -this

kingdom, is moft certain; and it is equally
true that the greateft eEorfs of that rebelli-
on had been made and had failed b;eféré
Lord Camden quitted this country, That
the difperfion of armies, if they may be fo
called, of twenty thoufands and thirty
thoufands of rebels fhould produce robbe-
ries, and the moft audacious breaches of
the peace even in the dayv time, was to be
expected and was anticipated ; but the re-
medy for f{uch evils muft confift rather in
a well ordered, altive, and vigilant po-
lice than in any legiflative meafure what-
ever. Is quiet to be procured for this
country, by increafing the number of ab-
fentees, and by aggravating the burthens
of taxation? Is tranquillity to be reftored
to Ireland by a meafure which will difcon-
tentand difguft, if not the whole, at leaft

a great proportion of all the refpectable
clafles
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claffes of fociety ? but what fhews to a
demonttration that the fafety or tranquillity
of Ireland are not the obje@s of this mea-
fure, is, that long before the rebellion or
any idea entertained of rebellion in this
country, the meafure of an Union was the
favourite obje& of the prefent Britifh cabi-
net, and that the Duke of Portland a
member of the prefent Englith adminiftra -
tion in his letter to Lord Fitzwilliam
: when Lord Lieutenant of Treland, defires
him to put off the conceflions to the Ca-
tholicks, if peflible, for a time, in order
to give miniftry an opportunity of obtaining
this favourite obje®. And why have I

mentioned this circumiftance ? in order to

make it manifeft to the loweft capacity,
that the interefts of Ireland are not the
object of this meafure, and in order that
the knavery of the Englifh cabinet in this
gefpe& may be expofed to the view of this

country
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country in all its naked and hideous de-

formity. If the fafety and tranquillity

of Ireland required an Union, why .

was not the meafure fuggefted by the
Irith legiflature in all its anxiety and con-
cern for thofe defirable objes : whenever
any motion was made in either Houfe of
the Englith Parliament with a view of
quieting this country, the conftant an-
{fwer of minifters was, that the Irith
Parliament muft be the beft judges of
all fuch matters, that the men of pro=-
perty refiding on the fpot muift be beft
acquainted with the internal exigences
of the country ; and yet it has never
been pretended that the Speaker of our
Houfe of Commons, who is fuch 2
mafter of the interefts and political
fituation of this country, has gone over
to England for the purpofe of folicit-

ing an Union, as the only meafure

which
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which can fave this country; on the

contrary it is well known that he per-
feveres in earneft and ardent deprecation
of the meafure, as big with mifchiefs
and ruin to Ireland ; and 1 fay thé.t
Mr. Fofter deferves the thanks of his
country for his condu& on this occa-
fion as well as upon many others. Has
this revolution been defired on the part
of Ireland? No more than Switzerland
defired to be revolutionized by France.
But if this were a meafure for the ad-
vantage of Ireland, why bring it for-
ward at this feafon ? Is it with minds
hourly alarmed and agitated by reports
of the machinations of treafon, and the
movements of rebellion, that the public
is to appreciate this momentous revolu-
tion ? If it be a good meafure for Ire-
land, why prefs it upon us before we

have fufficiently recovered our breath

D " after
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after the rebellion, to be able t‘.o return
thanks without faultering? If it were a
meafure for the advantage of Ireland,
why fhould the Englifh cabinet follow
the principle of the United Iri-{'hmen,
and adopt the policy of rcb‘els in order
to carry it in this country ? - For the au-
thor of the government Pamphlet con-
tends that, as the United Irifhmen to_ok'
advantage of a time of war, fo muft
the Englith cabinet, in order to carry
this meafure. I have forborne to quote
the former part of this paffage, becaufe
I would not outrage the feelings of this
aflembly by repeating its blafphemies
azainft the faviours of their country—
the Voluntcers of Ireland. Behold then,
acéording to this writer, that Englifh‘
cabinet, which 1s continually inveighing
againft the bppre[ﬁon, the ufurpation,

and ‘the tyranny of France, behold I fay
that
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that cabinet meanly and profligately con-

defcending to adopt the policy of the
Unit;ad Irithmen, in order to opprefs the
independence of the SISTER KINGDOM.
If fuch be the fentiments and fuch the
language of the Englith cabinet, I fay,
that without the formality of a treaty,
they have become the ally of France,
for the purpofe of {preading revolution
throughout Europe. It 1is impofiible
Sir, not to be ftruck with the fingular
and extraordinary fate of this country,
which having juft’ fupprefled a rebellion,
and in that rebéllion crufthed a revolu-
tion, has now again to contend with éno-

ther revolution’; the Executive Directory

for carrying. on which, however, are
well known ; there were none of them
on board the Hoche when fhe was
taken, neither is there any of them in
Newgate, or in Kilmainham, awaiting

his




his .departilfe‘ for Lifbon, or for Ame-
rica; but perhaps while I have the ho-

nour of addrefling myfelf to this' affem= -

bly, they are fitting in council with
our moft gracious  Sovereign. . Who

would have belicved a few months
2go, that the Minifter of Englasd would
put himfelf at the head of a revolution in
Ireland? Who would have believed that the
fame minifter who fays that this is not the
time for parliamentary. reform in England
fhould fay that it was the precife feafon for
a revolution in: Ireland ? But I truft that
this country will prove the elaftick foice of
liberty, whofe fpring fhall be the ftronger
from the compreflion which it has fuftain-
ed during the rebellion. This country
fhall prove to England and to the Univerfe
that as fhe can defend her conftitution

againft the open afaults of rebellion, fo {he

will maintain it againft the infidious revo-

lutionary



lutionary projecs of an Englifh adminiftra-
tion. I fhall now conclude with obferving
that in my opinion, the two reprefentatives
of this county have by their admirable con-
du@ upon this occafion, acquired freth
claims to the confidence of their conftitu-

ents, and to that of the nation at large.

Mz. Skrys followed Mr. Spencer, and
affirmed that the argument of commcrcial

advantages held out in {upport of an Union
was falfe and deceptious, and that it

would ruin our infant manufacures, which
would then lofe the prote&ions which they

now have.

Mgr. Guinness arofe and delivered a
very able, eloquent, and animated {peech
in reprobation of an Union. He inveigh-
ed warmly againft the duplicity of Mr.
Pitt’s condu@, who having failed in con-

quering
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quering France, now fought to conquer
Ireland. He had prepared a ftring of
pithy refolutions to fubmit to the meeting
this day which he read ; they exprefled
they {trongeft difapprobation of an Union,
and of the incompetency of parliament to
agree to it—but he did not attempt to
prefs them on the meeting in preference
to thofe which were already before

them.

MRr. BAKER ha;'ing been now voted
into the chair, the. thanks of the meeting
was returned to Alexander Kirkpatrick,
Efq; for his readinefs in calling the meet-
ing, and his_very proper and honourable
conduct in the chair, which having been
2gain refumed, the proceedings were or-
dered to be publithed in all the London
and Irith papers, and the meeting was dif-
folved. A mceting. which has fet fuch

an
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RESOLUTION S
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AT a refpel&able meeting of the gen-

tlemen, clergy, and frecholders of the

county of DugLIN, to take into confide-

~.ration the momentous quettion of a legif-

lative Union of the parliaments of Great

Britain and Ireland, purfuant to a requi-

fition for that fiﬁppﬁ;, e

-

_ Avex. KirxpPaTrICK, E{q; High

Sheriff, in the chair,

‘Rgfofwd Unanimoufly, |
1ft, "That the legiflative independence
o_fi Nﬁnd has been the meang of improve-

me‘n?' and profperity to this cdlintry—ra-
. pid beyond example,

E : 2d, That

.
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2d, That we are 1mPreﬁ'cd with cvqu’-

fentiment of loyalty to our King, and the
warmeft attachment to Britifh connexion.
: L)

-

ad, That we confider the queftion of
an Union as having for its bafis the ex-
tin@ion of our feparate and independent
legiflature, to be hoftile to the rights, li-
berties, and interefts of Ireland ; and as
fuch fhould be oppofed by every conftitu-

tional means in our power.

4th, That our thanks are due toour
reprefentatives for their early application

for our inftrutions.

gth, That in eleGting them we did not
commit into their hands a power of deftroy-
ing the conftitution, and that we inftruct
them to declare our fentiments of the in-

3 competency



 compeicagy of pasament 10 bring sht

Union W1th Great Britain.

6th, That imprefled with a fervent ex3
pe@ation that our brethren of all religious
perfuafions in the different counties of
Ireland will, by fimilar refolutions, evince
equal zeal in fupport of the conititution
which we have all fworn to maintain.

We rely on it that fuch refolutions will

. have their conftitutional effett.

The High Sheriff having left the
chair, and Tuomas Baker, Efg. being

called to it—

Refolved, That the thanks of this
meeting be given to our worthy High
Sheriff, for his ready compliance with the
fequiﬁtion of the frecholders, and his very
‘p@per condué in the chair.
| Refolved,
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A requifition, figned by a number of

our moft ref, pe&aﬂlglE ‘citizens, was handed,

an aggregate-meeting of the citizens of
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in court, to. Mr. Sheriff Darley, to call







