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M O R E

t h o u g h t s ,

&c. &c.

W h e n  there has been fo m uch faid on the

fubje&  o f  an U n ion , and w ith  fuch a b il ity ,  it 

m ay feem prefumptuous in a very obfcure  indi

vidual, to add to what has been already given 

to the pu blic , on a point that has been 

examined in almoft every poffible fhape ; but 

loving m y  country with a degree o f  enthufiafm, 

I feel an impatience to add m y  mite to the 

treafures that are every day pouring out in her 

favour.

A m on gft the pamphlets I have read on this 

important fubjeft, none is more w orth y  o f  no

tice than the anonymous one, w h ich  feem ing 

to fpeak in favour o f  the meafures, argues m ore 

forcibly  againft it than all the reft : E v e ry  argu

ment the writer ufes, proves the d ireft contrary 

o f  what it appears to be his wifri to cftablifh ; in

particular,



.particular, where he mentions the tranquillity 

Scotland has enjoyed ever fince her union with 

England, the irony is too evident to be mifta- 

ken ; for as no gentleman’s education could per

mit him to be ignorant o f  the rebellion in that 

country, fubfequent to that period, it is clear 

that he made a w ilfu l mifreprefentation, pur- 

pofely to ilrengthen the caufe his whole work is 

fo w ell calculated to promote. Even Mr. W eld  

faid lefs in its favour ; with all his force o f  rea- 

fon and fplendor o f  oratory, he only ihewed 

what could be urged on one fide, while the 

anonymous gentleman proved how very little 

could be faid by all the arts o f fophiftry on the 

other.

England and Ireland are at prefent in a ftate 

o f  enmity again ft each other : (I f  contempt and 

injury on one hand, and hatred and refentment 

on the other, are not marks o f  enmity, I relinquifh 

m y affertions.) Common life furnilhcs us with 

but too many melancholy inftances o f the confe- 

quencesof an union contrafted under fuch circum- 

ftances. Récrimination only tends to widen breach

es, for which reafon I will wave all examination 

into the caufes whence the late unhappy events 

originated : Let the well-wifhers o f  both coun

tries endeavour to revive a fpirit o f friendlinefs

between
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between them ; Ireland may forgive, for ihe has- 

been the injured party, at lcail fo fays Junius ï 

“  T h e  people o f  Ireland have been uniform ly 

plundered and oppreffed.”  I f  England w o u ld  

for once be generous, and w ith a frank, forgive- 

nefs o f  late errors, the lefs difficult as they have 

been feverely punifhed, exert h erfe lf  to promote 

the welfare o f  a country w hich  is fo m uch in 

her power, Ireland, open-hearted, credulous 

Ireland, w ould  receive the boon, not m erely 

w ith thankfulnefs, but rapture ; every nerve 

w ould  be {trained to exprefs her gratitude. T h e  

experiment is fu re ly  worth try ing  becaufe no 

evil could poffibly refult from it, and in calcu 

lable advantages to both w ould  certainly follow .

I f  y o u  pour a glafs o f  generous w in e  into a 

large decanter fu ll o f  water, the former entiiely 

loi'es its fpirit, its colour, its very  name, w hile  

b y  the union that fo effectually deftroys it,  the 

infipid element derives no acquifition o f  richefs 

or itrength : E q u a lly  certain it is, that b y  de

priving o f  Ireland the means o f  obtaining wealth, 

and prelerving confequence, England w ould cut 

off a fource for fu p p ly in g  both to herfelf. Is 

it poflible that fo great and pow erful a nation 

can be tainted with that mean and grovelling

paffion, E n vy , fo as not to endure that another,
too
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too infignificant in companion to rivât - her, 

ihould alfo profper ? W o u ld  not the honour 

redound upon hcrfelf, as w ell as moft o f  the 

advantages, i f  fuch profperity flouriihcd under 

her aufpices and protection ? I wiíh I could  im- 

prefs thofe truths with the fame force I  feel 

them, but I fear that in the ears o f  prejudice 

an angel might fpeak in vain j how then can I 

hope that m y feeble arguments, or thofe o f  thou- 

fands better than I, can have any effeft ! T h e  

p o licy  o f  England towards us has never been 

liberal 5 I recollect that Puffendorf in treating 

o f  Ireland, lays, “  Cromwell had once a mind to 

have îooicd out the whole nation , as being quite 

“  incorrigible, and paft hopes o f  any amend

ment ; in fine, he omitted nothing to plague 

them, fo that they became a miferable peo- 

“  pie.”  It feems as i f  that plan had been adopt

ed at this time ; for i f  the multitude are de

prived o f  the means o f  living, furcly gradual 

extermination is the ncceffary confequence. I 

will enumerate a few inftances to prove the 

truth o f  this pofition, though brevity is my 

chief aim ; as I neither poffefs the graces o f  ele

gance, nor the ftrength o f  logical dedu&ions, 

lu xu ry  is, morally fpeaking, a fault ;

“  Vet  i .en ce  the p o o r  a r e  c l a a t h ’d, the h u n g r y  f e d . ”
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Pcrfons o f  Faihion are attra&ed to the capital 

by the prefence o f  a Court, and the refidence 

o f  a Parliam ent; the Coachm aker provides their, 

equipages, the A rchitect builds {lately maniions 

for their reception, the U pliolfterer furniihes 

thefe manfions with co illy  clcgance, the C loth ier, 

T a y lo r, M illin er, Mantuamaker, and a long 

train o f et cæteras, owe the comforts o f  decent 

fubfiftcnce, nay the very bread they provide for 

their families, to the cheering funihine o f  a 

Parliament refiding amongft us ; take that aw ay, 

and the whole cdifice o f  internal trade and 

manufactures, tumbles with a craih that w il l  

overwhelm all in one common ruin ! 1 his is 

no declamatory description, b u t a fober reprc- 

fentation o f  incontrovertible fadls. So linked 

together is the chain o f  national profperity, 

that the Farmer muit fuffer e q u ally  w ith  the 

Artifan and M an u fa& u rer;— to mention o n ly  

one inftance, he fupplies the food for the num e

rous horfes requifite for the pleafures and 

equipages o f  the great and opulent ; with him  

the proprietors o f  eftates fuffer ; lands that 

now bring three, four, five, fix pounds per 

acre, w ill  fcarcely be able to pay twenty ihil- 

lings ; what a pittance w il l  then the incom e o f  

the Noblem en and G entry be reduced to! How 

inadequate to fupport the expences o f  fuch a

B  metropolis
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metropolis as London, which w ill o f  courfe be 

the rcfidencc o f  them all, as it already is o f fo

great a part.

If, however, the proje&ed meafure could be 

proved to be as advifeable, as it is evidently 

the reverfe, Parliament has no right to anni

hilate itfelf. T o  talk o f  transferring the L e g is

lature elfewhere is idle mockery ; for it would 

not be transferred, but done away for ever. 

T h e  Members receive a truft from their Con- 

ftituents, which they are folemnly bound to 

render back into their hands, uninjured and 

entire. T h e y  are Agents and Reprefentatives 

o f  the People, at leaft fuch they are fuppofed 

to be by the nature o f  ihc Britifh Conftitution, 

in which we participate ; the beft mode o f  

government ever framed by man ; uniting the 

lèverai advantages o f  Monarchy, Ariftocracy, 

and Democracy, freed from the defeóis inci

dental to them, b y  the check each is upon 

the other. Poffeffing this noble Conftitution, 

we are a free people, and that principally b y  

the Houfe o f  Commons. Hear the words o f  

Montefquicu, who is efteemed an oracle in 

politicks. “  A s  in a free ftate, every man 

who is ellcemed to poffefs freedom o f mind, 

cc ought to be governed by himfelf, it would

be
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<* be n e e e f f a r y  that the people in a body, lhould 

“  have the legiilaiive power ; but as that is 

« impoffible in extenfive ftates, and w ou ld  be 

“  fubjea to many inconveniencies in fm all 

“  cr.es, the People m ull aft b y  their Repre- 

« fentatives, what they cannot do in their own

p e r lo n s . '5

T h is  is an exa& defeription o f  the D em o

cratic part o f  our C on ftitu tion ; and i f  it be 

fo, furely  the Commons can never have a right 

to take any ftep contrary to the known w il l  

o f  the People. T h at the prefcnt queftion is 

more fo than any other ever was, is notori

ous ; and here I cannot avoid faying, though I 

w ould  incteftrioufly keep clear o f  any invidi

ous reflection, thaï the prefent Parliam ent has 

lefs right than any other ever had ; for in ge

neral there was not even the appearance o f  an 

E lc& ion  ; moft o f  thofe who had form erly voted, 

declined it then, to avoid fan&ioning meafures 

they might not approve, and apprehended were 

in contemplation. B y  refufing to vote, they 

referved a right o f  remonftrating in future, 

againft the conduit o f  fuch  as might betray 

their dcareft interefts, b y  declaring they were 

not their Representatives, nor chofcn as ftieh 

b y  them* I w ill  reft the truths o£ this \\ ith

B  z the
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the Members themfelves : I f  they w ill affert 

upon the honour o f  a Gentleman, that they 

believe themfelves duly  chofen by the free 

Eleótors, I  will give up the point at once.

Suppoling the Commons immaculate, and 

their intentions the pureft and moil fincere for 

the welfare o f  their Conftituents, what fecurity 

can they have, that any promifes o f  advantage 

to Ireland, held out as lures b y  Government 

on the promife o f  an Union, would be adhered 

to ? I fay poiitively none ; the Miniiter would 

have the ihadow o f our Parliament immediately 

under his own eye and controul, in the Englifh 

Houfe ; any plan o f  expedience would authorife 

him in his own opinion (theirs would attend his 

nod) to revoke promifes given only to ferve the 

purpofe of the moment ; his work to bring them 

over would be eafy, comparatively to what it 

is in the exifting ilatc o f things. Government 

patronage, even with all the refources that have 

been devifed, is an incommodious and expenfive 

bufinefs here, where fo many are to be influ

enced, and I am convinced this is the grand 

motive for the fcheme fuppofed to be in agita

tion, to bring forward which, no criiis could 

be chofen moie unfavourable to the reputation 

o f  B ntiih  honour or generofity, than the pre-

fent,



fcnt, when o a r  country is filled with the troops 

o f  England, fent over on the pretence o f  

quelling a rebellion that had been cruihed b e

fore their arrival, w hich  was delayed till the 

danger was over, all w h ich  danger had been 

fuftained b y  the Irifh M ilitia  and Y eom anry. 

T h e  Engliih  M ilitia  have never had occafion 

to draw a trigger, nor were any o f  the other 

B ritiih  forces ever called into adlion, except 

at B allinam uck ; nor was that in confequence 

o f  the Iriih rebellion, but the French invafion.

N o _our own hardy foldiers bore the burden

and heat o f  the d ay— they flocked to the R o y a l 

Standard w ith ardour, and made a m uch greater 

effort than m erely hazarding their own lives, 

w h ich  every m ilitary man is called upon to 

do; for they oppofed their own countrym en 

w ith  an eagevnefs, w hich  in the opinion o f  

m any did them but little honour, and with 

how  m uch danger to themfelves, the numbers 

that fell in the different battles can teftify. 

T h is  was a conflict w ith the feelings o f  na

ture, more fevere than can be experienced in 

combats w ith  a foreign foe. Even here their 

lo ya lty  fignalized it fc lf  ; and for that they are 

l ik e ly  to be rewarded, b y  being involved in 

one indifcriminate ruin with the cu lpab le, ii  

any ihould be ftyled  fo, after the amnefty held

out
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out fo opportunely b y  Lord Cornwallis, and 

fo generally accepted ; the word, Am nefty, muft 

mean nothing, or it fignifies unqualified, perfeft 
forgivenefs o f  paft crimes.

I have purpofely avoided touching on the 

topick o f  Reform, or any other that might ex

cite farther irritations at this critical period : 

Thofe grievances have been made too enfnaring 

a ufe o f  b y  ill-judging men, to be admitted 

into m y plan, which is merely to avert the 

m ighty and impending evil o f  an Union, which 

would be fraught with horrors I ihudder to 

think of! A l l  ranks and conditions are averfc 

to it \ and the w ill pf a whole People becomes 

formidable, be that people never fo iniignifi- 

ca n t. Look back into hiftory, at the itruggles, 

the fuccefsful itruggles, made b y  the Hollanders 

and Swifs in defence o f  their liberty. Look 

to ll  fath er back at the Carthaginians, when, 

after being induced to give up their arms, (our 

Parliament is our arms) they were impelled to 

the fury o f  dcfperaiiorj, on finding the ufe that 

was to be made of that relinquifhment : Their 

very women gave their hair to make bow- 

itrlngs. The blood that has been fhed the Iail 

fatal fummer, would be but a dew-drop in com

panion to the deluges that would fall on this

devoted



devoted land! T ota l and fudden extermination 

muft enfue ; nor w ould  wait the gradual procefs 

I hinted at before: W h ereas, on the contrary, 

a frank and cordial reconciliation, unclogged 

w ith hateful conditions, w ou ld  bring about the 

o n ly  e ligible, defirable U n i o n ,  one o f  hearts. 

Once convinced that the execrable union  o f  

Legiflatures was given u p  for ever, and that 

Ireland was in future to be treated w ith  that 

candor, fo congenial to the chara&er o f  her ow n 

f u f c e p t i b l e  hearted fons, the g lo ry  o f  E ngland 

w o u ld  be our pride. Brethren, under the 

kindred tie o f  one common parent, w e ihould 

reciprocally  love like  brethren ; England, look

ing with a benevolent pleafure on the plant 

foftered and cherifhed b y  her care, Irilh  Prof- 

perity ; and Ireland, paying the w ill in g  tribute 

o f  gratitude and affiftance, for that prote&ion 

ihe w ould  fo fenfibly feel !

r  1 5  ]

T H E  E N D .

/



X

. . .

..


