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WHEN there has been fo much faid on thé
fubje& of an Union, and with fuch ability, it
may feem prefumptuous in ‘a very obfcure indi-
vidual, to add to what has been already given
to the public, on a point that has been
examined in almoft every poffible fhape; but
loving my country with a degree of enthufiafm,
I feel an impatience to add my mite to the
treafures that are every day pouring out in her
favour.

Amongft the pamphlets I have rcad on this
important fubject, none is more worthy of no-
tice than the anonymous one, which feeming
ta fpeak in favour of the meafures, argues more
farcibly againtt it than all the reft : Every argu-
ment the writer ufes, proves the dire& contrary
of what it appears to be his wifl to eftablith ; in

particular,
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,&Jarticular, where he mentions the tranquillity
Scotland has enjoyed ever fince her union with
England, the irony is too evident to be mifta-
ken ; for as no gentleman’s education could per-
mit him to be ignorant of the rebellion inthat
country, fubfequent to that period, it is clear
that he made a wilful mifreprefentation, pur-
pofely to ftrengthen the caufe his whole work is
fo well calculated to promote. Even Mr. Weld
faid lefs in its favour ; with all his force of rea-
fon and {plendor of oratory, he only fhewed
what could be urged on one fide, while the
anonymous gentleman proved how very little
could be faid by all the'arts of fophiftry on the
other. |

England and Ireland are at prefent in a ftate
of enmity againft each other : (If contempt and
injury on one hand, and hatred and refentment
on the other, are not marks of enmity, Irelinquith
my aflertions.) Common life furnifhes us with
but too many melancholy inftances of the confe-
quencesof an union contraéted under fuch circum-
ftances. Reerimination only tends to widen breach-

~cs, for which reafon I will wave all examination
into «the caufes whence the late unhappy events
originated : Let the well-withers of both coun-
tries endeavour to revive a fpirit of friendlinefs
between
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between them ; Ireland may forgive, for {he has’
been the injured party, at leaft fo fays Junius 3
¢ The people of Ireland have been uniformly
plundered and opprefled.” If England would
for once be generous, and with a frank forgive-
nefs of late errors, the lefs difficult as they have
been {everely punifhed, exert herfelf to promote
the welfare of a country which is fo much in
her power, Ireland, open-hearted, = credulous
Ireland, would receive the boon, not merely
with thankfulnefs, but rapture ; ecvery nerve
would be ftrained to exprefs her gratitude. The
experiment is furely worth. trying becaufe no
evil could poffibly refult from it, and incalcu-
lable advantages to both would certainly follow.

If you pour a glafs of gencrous wine into a
large decanter full of water, the former entirely

lofes its {pirit, its colour, its very name, while

~ by the union that fo effectually deftroys it, the

infipid element derives no acquifition of richefs
or ftrength: Equally certain it is, that by de-
priving of Ireland the means of obtaining wealth,
and preferving confequence, England would cut
off a fource for fupplying both to herfelf. Is
it poffible that fo great and powerful a nation
can be tainted with that mean and grovelling
paffion, Envy, fo as not to endure that another,
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too infignificant in comparifon to rival. ker,
fhould alfo profper? Would not the honour
redound upen herfelf, as well as moft of the
advantages, if fuch profperity flourithed under
her aufpices and prote&tion * I with I couldim-
prefs thofe truths with the fame force I feel
them, but I fear that in the ears of prejudice
an angel might {peak in vain ; how eien can ]
hope that my feeble arguments, or thofé of ‘thou-
fands better than I, can have any effe@t! The
policy of England towards us Has never been’
liberal ; I recolle@ that Puffendorf in treating
of Ireland, fays, ¢ Cromwell had once a mind to

‘¢ have rooted out the whole nation, as being quite
““ incorrigible, and paft hopes of any amend-
“ ment; in fine, he omitted nothing to plague

‘“ them, fo that they'became a miferable peo-

“ ple”  Itfeems as if that plan had been adopt-

ed at this time ; for if the multitude are de-

prived of the means of living, furely gradual

cxtermination is the’ neceflary confequence. T

wHl enumecrate .a few inftances to prove the

truth of this pofition, though brevity 1s my

chicf aim ; as 1 neither poffefs the graces of ele-

gance, nor ‘the ftrength of logical dedu&ions,

luxury-is; morally fpeaking, a fault;

“ Yet heoce the poor are cloath’d, the hungry fed.”

Perfons .
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Perfons of Fafhion are attraéted to the capital
by the prefence of a Court, and the refidence
of a Parliament ; the Coachmaker provides theis,
equipages, the Architett builds {tately manfions
for their reeeption, the Upholfterer furnifhes
thefe manfions with coftly elegance, the Clothier,
Tayler, Milliner, Mantuamaker, and a long
train of et caicras, owe the comforts of decent
fubfiftence, nay the very bread they provide for
their families, to the cheering funfhine of a
Parliament refiding amongft us; take that away,
and the whole edifice of internal trade and
manufadures, tumbles with a crath that will
overwhelm all in one common ruin! This 1s
no declamatory defcription, but a fober repre-
fentation of incontrovertiblz falts. So linked
together is the chain of national profperity,
that the Farmer muft fuffer equally with the
Artifan and Manufadturer;—to mention only
one inftance, he fupplies the food for the nume-
rous horfes requifite for the  pleafures and
cquipages of the great and opulent; with him
the Baopriétbrs of eftates fuffer ; lands that
now bring three, four, five, fix pounds per
acre, Will fearcely be able to pay twenty fhil-
lings ; what a pittance will then the income of
the Noblemen and Gentry be reduced to! How
‘inadequate to fupport the expences of fuch a

B ‘metropolis
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metropolis as London, whicl}' will. of ‘coiirfe be

the refidence of them all, as it already is of fo
great a part.

Tf, however, the projeéted meafure could be
proved to be as advifeable, as it is evidently
the reverfe, Parliament has no right to anni-
hilate itfelf. To talk of transferring the Legif-
lature clfewhere is idle mockery; forit would
not be transferred, but donc ‘away for ever.
The Members receive a truft fiem their Con-
ftituents, which they are folemaly bound to
render back into their hands, uninjured and
entive. 'They are Agents and Reprefentatives
of the People, at leaft fueh they are fuppofled
to be by the nature of the Britith Conftitution,
in which we participate; the beft mode of
government ever framed by man; uniting the
feveral advantagcs of Monarchy, Ariftocracy,
and Democracy, freed from the defeéts inci-
dental to them, by the check each is upon
the other. Poflefling this noble Conftitution,
we are a free people, and that principally by
the Houfe of Commons. Hear the words of
Montefquicu, who is efteemed an oracle in
politicks. “ As in a free flate, every man
« who is eflcemed to poflefs freedom of mind,
¢« eught to be governed by himfelf, it would

_ be
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« be neceflary that the people in a body, fhould
¢ have the legiflative, power ; but as that is
<« impoffible: in extenfive faes, and would be
« fubje& to many inconveniencics . in fmall
¢« ones, the People muft att by their Repre-
& fentatives, what they cannot do in their own

< perfons.”

'_Th‘is is an exad defeription of the Demo-
cratic part of our Céonftitution§ and if 1t be
fo, furely the Commons can neyer have a right
to take any flep conurary 1o the known. Wiil
of theé People. That the: prefent queftion 13
miore fo-than any other ever was; is notori+
 ous; and here I cannot avoid faying, though'I
would indiftrioufly, kecep clear of any invidis
ous reflcétion; thai the prefent Parliament has
lefs right than any other ever had ; for in ge-
neral there was:not cven the appéarance of an
Eleétion ; moft of thofe who had formerly votcd,
deelined it then, to avoid fanétioning meafures
they might_not approve, and apprchended were
in contémplation. By refafing to vote, they
referved a right of remon{trating’ in future,
againft ‘the’ condu&t of fuch as might “betray
their, deareflt interefts, by declaring they were
not their Reéprefentatives, nor chofen as fueh
by them. I will reft the truths of this with
‘ B 2 the
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the Members themfelves: If they will affert
upon the honour of a Gentleman, that they
believe themfelves duly chofen by the free
Electors, I will give up the point at once.

Suppofing the Commons immaculate, and
their intentions the pureft and moft fincere for
the welfare of their Conftituents, what fecurity
can they have, that any promifes of advantage
to Ireland, held out as lures by Government
on the promife of an Union, would be adhered
to? I fay pofitively none; the Minifter would
have the fhadow of our Parliament immediately
under his own eye and controul, in the Engliﬂl
Houfe ; any plan of expedience would authorife
him in his own opinion (theirs would attend his
nod) to reveke promifes given only to ferve the
purpofe of the moment; his work to bring them
over would be eafy, comparatively to what it
is in the exifting flate of things. Government
patronage, even with all the refources that have
been devifed, is an incommodious and expenfive
bufinefs here, where fo many are to be influ-
enced, and I am convinced this is the grand
motive for the fcheme fuppofed to be in agita-
tion, to bring forward which, no crifis could
be chofen more unfavourable to the reputation
of Britith honour or generofity, than the pre-

fent,
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fent, when our country is filled with the troops
of England, fent over on the pretence of
quelling 2 rebellion that had been crufhed be-
fore their arrival, which was delayed till the
danger was over, all which danger had been
fuftained by the Irifh Militia and Yeomanry.
The Englith Militia have never had occafion
to draw a trigger, nor were any of the other
Britifh forces ever called into aftion, except
at Ballinamuck ; nor was that in confequence
of the Irith rebellion, but the French invafion.
No—our own hardy foldiers bore the burden
and heat of the day—they flocked to the Royal
Standard with ardour, and made a much greater
effort than merely hazarding their own lives,
which every military man is called upon to
do; for they oppofed their own countrymen
with an eagernefs, which in the opinion of
many did them but little honour, and with
how much danger to themfelves, the numbers
that fell in the different battles can teftify.
This was a confli&®t with the feelings of na-
ture, more fevere than can be experienced in
combats with a foreign foe. Even here their
loyalty fignalized itfelf; and for that they are
likely to be rewarded, by being involved in
one indifcriminate ruin with the culpable, if

any fhould be ftyled fo, afier the amnefty held

out
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out fo opportunely by Lord Cornwallis, and
fo generally accepted ; the word, Amnefty, muft
mean nothing, or it fignifies unqualified, perfeét
forgivenefs of paft crimes.

I have purpofely avoided touching on the
topick of Reform, or any other that might ex-
cite farther irritations at this critical period:
Thofe grievances have been made too enfnaring
a ufe of by ill-judging men, to be admitted
into my plan, which is merely to avert the
mighty and impending evil of an Union, which
would be fraught with horrors I thudder to
think of! All ranks and conditions are averfe
to it ; and the will of a whole People becomes
formidable, be that people never fo infignifi-
cant: Look back intd hiftory, at the ftruggles,
the fuccefsful ftruggles, made by the Hollanders
and Swifs in defence of  their liberty.  Look
ftill farther back at the Carthaginians, when,
after being induced to give up their arms, (our
Parliament is our arms) they were umpelled to
the fury of defperation, on finding the ufe that
was to be made of that relinquithment : Their
Very women gave their hair to make bow-
ftrings.. The blood that has been fhed the Iaft
fatal fummer, would be but a dew-drop in com-
parifon to the deluges that would fall on this

devoted
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devoted land! Total and fudden extermination
muft enfue; nor would wait the gradual procefs
I hinted at before: Whereas, on the contrary,
a frank and cordial reconciliation, unclogged
with hateful conditions, would bring about the
only eligible, defirable Un1o0N, one of hearts.
Once convinced that the execrable union of
Legiflatures was given up for ever, and that
Ireland was in future to be treated with that
candor, fo congenial to the charalter of her own
fufceptible-hearted fons, the glory of England
would be our pride. Brethren, under the
kindred tie of one common parent, we thould
reciprocally love like brethren ; England, look-
ing with a benevolent pleafure on the plant
foftered and cherifhed by her care, Irifh Prof-
perity ; and Ireland, paying the willing tribute
of gratitude and affiftance, for that protection
fhe would fo fenfibly feel!

THE END.
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