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CALM CONSIDERATIONS;

& c .

D u r i n g  the laft thirty years reports
have prevailed, from time to time, that an 
Union between the fifter kingdoms would be 

attempted, but they gradually died aw ay. 
Indeed, till Ireland was acknowledged as a 
feparate and independent kingdom -, the 
carrying into effe£t fuch a meafure would 
have been merely an a£t o f  power, not o f  
eompadl, which w’ould have bred confufion, 
not unanimity. B u t  now', when Ireland 
has a legiilature and government of  her own, 
the tw o kingdoms may feparately treat o f  

terms o f  an Union, and a coalefcence o f  

both.
% '

W ith in  a few  months, the report has been 
revived w ith freih force ; perfons o f  con- 

fequence, in both iilands, w ho, from their
b  co n n ex io n s
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connexions and iîtuations, may be fuppofed 
to be o f  competent information, are faid 
to have pronounced, that a plan of an Union 
is now in agitation. T h e  minds of the 
people of  this kingdom are now variouily 
affefted, as their hopes or fears predomi­
nate. Difputes arife in private companies, 
which are fometimes carried on with a de­
gree of warmth, that often precludes the 
operation of calm reafon ; when it is obvi­
ous, that no found judgment can be pro­
nounced in this matter by any who are un­
der the influence o f  party, are warped by 
mere felf-intereft, or want the neceiTary in­
formation whereon to found an opinion.

In thisftateof the public mind, two con­
trary decifions are conftantly made : the 
one, that an Union will be the aggrandize­

ment o f  Ireland; the other, that it will be 
the defirudtion o f  the dignity, commerce, 
manufa&ures, and population of this na­
tion. Both thefe opinions cannot be true ; 
therefore, it may not be unacceptable to 
the public, for an impartial man, calmly to 
confider the arguments that may be brought 

on each fide o f  this truly-important quef-
tion ;



tion; examine their force and validity ; ob- 
ferve which preponderates ; and, by laying 
them before the reader, may thereby affift 
him to point out the probable confequences 
o f  an Union.

T h e ie  is little doubt but the majority o f  
thofe who may endeavour to promote, or 
defeat the meafure o f  an Union, whenever 
it may be ferioufly urged, may be equally 

friends to this country, though they may 
adopt contrary means, toaffure its welfare. 
For this reafon, neither ought to be con­
demned for the part they may take ; thofe 

who may err, may err only in judgm ent, 
which error will  ceafe, in each candid per-
fon, upon found reafoning, and fuller infor­
mation.

Happily, w e  are not without fome clear 

light to guide us in our enquiry. W e  have, 

for near a ccntury, experienced the confe­

quences o f  an Union o f  the tw o kingdoms. 

England hath united with herfelf  tw o dif­
ferent nations, and incorporated them in 

one— W ales and Scotland ; but the U nion 
o f  each was different. W ales  was affimi- 

lated w ith England by conqueft- * n d  Scot­

land
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land by compaff ; we know what has been 
the refult of both, and that knowledge may 
help our conjectures as to the confequences 
of a fubfequent Union, if  it ihould take place.

T h e  writer of thefe lines is a fincere well- 

wifher to the profperity of Ireland ; he is of 
no party, and cannot be benefited or pre­
judiced by an Union as an individual, but 
only in general with the bulk of the nation. 
For this reafon, he has no motive to bias 
him to either fide. He promifes to difr 
cufs each point he may bring forward, with 

all poifible calmnefs and candour, to the 
beit o f  his judgment. That, and that only, 
may fail ; but his will ihall be pure.

T o  proceed with regularity in this en-? 
quiry, the following method will be pur- 

fued :

F irft,a  fuccind account will be given o f  
the proceedings of  England and Scotland, 

for effecting an Union of the two kingdoms, 

with the terms o f  the Treaty eftabliihed by 
the two feparate Parliaments.— This will 
be the more neceiTary, as a preliminary to

the
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the confederation o f  Irifh affairs ; as there 
are many perfons not thoroughly acquaint­
ed with the progrefs o f  that event ; and 
who thereby have entertained miftaken no­
tions of  the modes o f  fettling an Union here, 
which moil probably will be fimilar to thofe 
already employed, in the beginning of the 
reign o f  Oueen Anne.

* .

Second, a fummary companion between 
the flate and circumftances o f  Scotland, at 

the time of the Union, and at prefent.

\

‘Third, an enumeration o f  the chief ob­
jections that may be brought againfl; an 

Union o f  Ireland with Great Britain ; w ith  
an examination o f  the force, including a 

confideration o f  the probable confequences 
that may refult from an Union.

I

5
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S E C T I O N  I.

The proceedings in England and Scotland for 
effeSling an Union.

Fiom the year 1602, when James the 
flxtb, King of Scotland W e e d e d  Queen 
Elizabeth in the throne o f  England (which 
he afcended by the name of  James I.) ideas 
were entertained of uniting and incorporât- 
ing the two kingdoms, which, by that event, 
had both the fame Sovereign. But the 
plan did not take place, till one hundred 
and four years had elapfed ; for though the 
treaty firit began to be ferioufly in train 
on the 22d ofO tfober 1702, yet it was not 
finally fettled till July 1706, and did not 
take place till the i f l o f M a y  1707, the firft 
Parliament of Great Britain meeting Octo­
ber the 23d following. Thus it appears, 
that the two nations were four years, fix 
months, and eight days in fettling this ar­
duous and important buflnefs.

T h e  long poflponement o f  this meafure 
was owing to fundry untoward circum- 
flances. From the time that the two coun­

tries



tries had one and the fame Sovereign, the 
mutual jealoufy entertained by the inhabi­
tants o f  each nation, againft thofe whom 
they beheld in the light o f  rivals, prevent­

ed any overtures being made during the 
reign of James I. T h e  troubles that en- 
fued under the turbulent reigns o f  his fon, 
and twogrand-fons were equally unfavour­
able. W h en W illiam  III. was on the 
throne, as he was a foreigner, he was not 

fufficiently acquainted with the intereíís 
o f  the Engliih and Scots, to fet on foot a 
meafure that in the then prefent temper o f  
the times, would, in all probability, have 
added fuel to the flames that prevailed, not 

only in refped to the partizans o f  the abdi­

cated K ing, but alfo in refped  to the differ­
ent religions that were eflabliihed.

W h e n  Q u een  Anne afcended the throne,
as fhe was o f  the family o f  the Stuarts, flie 
was more acceptable to the Scots than her 
predeceffor. T h e  time feemed to favour 

an attempt to e f fe d  an Union o f  the tw o  
kingdoms ; and accordingly in the year 

1702, Commiifioners w ere appointed to 

treat o f  an Union. T h e y  firft met on the

2 2 d
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2 2d o f  O d o b e r ,  and on the 20th of No­
vem ber they fettled the preliminaries of the 

négociation. In D ecem b er,  the Q u e e n  paid 

them a v ii it ,  in order to q u ick en  their m u ­

tilai endeavours ; but  the Scottish C o m - 

miffioners fo itrongly infiited on their claim 

th at  the Scottiih A fr ican  and Indian com ­
panies ihould have all their rights and pri­

vileges preferved to them , that no farther* 

progrefs w as  made in the Commiffion ; and 

the oppoiing party becam e fo prevalent in 

the Scottiih P arliam ent,  that it paffed an 

A £t the next  year (17 0 3 )  to vacate  the 

Com m iffion, w ith  an abfolute prohibition 

to grant any other, w ith o u t  the confent ot 

P ar l iam en t.

T h e  defigri, th o u gh  thus pofíponed, w a s  

not h o w e v e r  abandoned ; there w ere  n u m ­

bers in each k ingd om , w h o  th o u g h t  an  

U n io n  w o u ld  be ad van tageo u s,  b u t  each 

party  w a s  w i l l in g  th at  the other ihould 

com m ence the bufinefs ; and on the ^

29th of  N o v e m b e r  1704, the grand C o m ­

m ittee  o f  the E n g l i ih  Lords refolved (on 

the motion o f  L o rd  W h a r t o n )  that the

O u c e n ,  bv an E n g l i ih  a d ,  ihould  be ena­
bled»
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bled to name and appoint CommiiTioners to 

treat about an Union— provided that the 
Scottiih Parliament ihould f ir ji  appoint 

Commiffioners, on their part, for the fame 
purpofe ; and on the twentieth o f  December 
following, an aft for that purpofe, having 
paifed through both houfes, received the 

Royal Aifent.

In order to Simulate the Scots into com­
pliance, the Engliih Parliament paifed an 
a d ,  enadting, “  that no Scotchman, but 
“  fuch only as were fettled in E ng- 
“  land, Ireland, or the plantations, or are 
“  in the army, or navy, ihould enjoy the 

“  privileges o f  Englishmen, till an U nion 

“  was effected j”  alfo “  that the traffic o f  

“  cattle from Scotland ihould be pro|pi- 
“  bited alfo, “  that the exportation o f  

“  wool from England to Scotland, ihould 

“  be prohibited •”  and alfo, u that all ihips 
“  trading from Scotland to France, or the 

“  ports o f  any country, enemies to England, 

“  fhould be attacked by the Engliih ihips 

“  o f  war, or privateers, and when taken 

“  ihould be condemned as lawful prizes.”

9
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There can be no doubt but fuch terrific- 
ads had fome influence on the minds of 
many ; and to enforce thofe claufes, as 
well as to repel any commotion that they 

might occafion in Scotland, orders were 
iflued to put the town of Newcaftle upon 
T y n e  into a ftate of defence ; to fecure the 
port of  Tinmouth ; and to repair, and put 
in order the fortifications of Hull,and Car- 
lifle. T h e  Militia of the four northern 
counties, were difciplined, and furniihed 

with arms and ammunition ; and a compe­
tent number o f  regular troops maintained 

on the northern borders, and in the north 

o f  Ireland.

Thefe precautions being taken, on the 
22d of Auguit 1705, the Scottiih Parlia­
ment paiïed an a d ,  (prefented by the Earl 
of  Mar) for a commiifion for an Union. It 
was compared with thatpaiTed in England, 
and Duke Hamilton moved, that the 

Oueen ihould nominate the Commiffioners 

for each kingdom. W hen this motion 

was made, fourteen members ran out of 

the Houfe in indignation j and Andrew 
Fletcher, of Saltoun, inveighed bitterly

againfl
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againft the imperious conduit o f  England, 
in this affair. However, when put to the 
vote, it was carried, and the Opeen appoint­
ed the Commiffioners, as well for Scotland, 
as for England. T h e y  held their firit meet­

ing at the Cockpit, at Whitehall,, on the 
16th day o f  April 1706.

„  T h e  Commiifion was formed o f  fome of 

the firft, and moil able men in both k in g ­
doms, the names of w'hom may not be un­
acceptable to the reader.

The CommiJJioners on the part o f 'England,

were thefe :

1 Thomas, .Archbiihop of Canterbury.
2 William Cowper, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal.
3 John, Archbifhop of York.

4 Sidney, Lord Godolphin, Lord High Treafurer of
England.

5 Thomas, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, Lord
Prefident of the Council.

6 John, Duke of Newcaftle, Lord Privy Seal.

7 William, Duke of Devonihire, Lord Steward of the
Houfehold

3 Charles, Duke of Somerfet, Mailer of the Horfe,
9 Charles, Duke of Bolton.

10 Charles, Earl of Sunderland.
11 Evelyn, Earl of Kingft on, . N
12 Charles, Earl of Carlifle;

13 Edward,
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15 Edward, Earl of Orford.
14 Charles, Vifcount Tow nfend.

15- Thomas, Lord Wharton.
16 Ralph, Lord Grey.
17 John, Lord Powlet. 

j 8 John, Lord Somers.
1 9 Charles, Lord Halifax.
20 W illiam  Cavendiih, Marquis of Hartington.

21 John Manners, Marquis of Granby.

22 Sir Charles Hedges, ?  p rincipal Secretaries of State,
23 Robert Harley, J

24 John Smith.
2Ç Henry Boyle, Chancellor o f the Exchequer.
26 Sir John Holt, Chief Jufticeof the Queen’s Bench.

27 Sir Thomas Trevor, C h ief Juftice o f the Common

Pleas.
28 Sir Edward Northey, Attorney General.

29 Sir àimon Harcourt, Solicitor General.

30 Sir John Cook.
3 1 Stephen W aller, D o fto r  o f  Laws.

The following were the Commifjioners on the 
part, o f Scotland :

1 James, Earl o f Seafield, Lord Chancellor of Scotland.

2 James, Duke of Queeniberry, Lord Privy Seal.
3 J o h n ,  Earl o f  M ar, ?  Principal Secretaries of
4 H ugh, Earl o f  Loudon, 5 State.

5 John, Earl o f Sutherland.

6  John, Earl o f  Morton.

7 David, Earl of Wens.
8 David, Earl o f  Leven. 

ç  John, Earl o f  Stair.
10 Archibald, -Earl o f Rofeberry,

11 David,

%
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11 David, Earl o f  G lafgow .
12 Lord Archibald Campbell,
13 Thom as, V ifcoun t Duplin-

14 L ord W illiam  Rofs.
15 Sir H ugh D alrym ple, Prefident o f  the SefTion.
16 Adam  Cockburne, o f O rm iitow n, Lord Juitice C lerk .

17 Sir R obert Dundas, o f  A rniftow n, 1  Lords o f  the Sef-
18 Robert Stewart, o f Tillicultrie, 3 fion.

19 Francis M ontgom ery, one o f  the Com m illioners o f  the

Treafury.

20 Sir  D avid Dalrym ple, one o f  her M a je fly ’s Solicitors.

21 S ir  Alexander O gilvie, R eceiver G eneral.

22 Sir Patrick Johnfton, Lord  Provoil o f  Edinburgh*

23 Sir James Smollett, o f  Bonhill.

24 G eorge Lockhart, o f  Carnw ath.

25 W illiam  M orrifon, o f  Prefton-grange,

26 Alexander Grant.

27  W illiam  Seton, o f  P it-m iddeq. j

28 John C lark, o f  Pennycook.

29 H u g h  M ontgom ery.

30 D an ie l Stuart.

31 D aniel Campbell.

It would be tedious to detail the various 
difcuffions that took place at the feveral 

fittings o f  the Commiifioners ; fufRce it to 

mention, that thofe o f  England made three 

leading propofitions. i .  T h a t  the two 

kingdoms ihould be for ever united u n ­

der the general name o f  G reat Britain.

2. T h a t  the tw o kingdoms íhould be re- 

prefented by one Parliament. 3. T h a t ,

failing



*
failing any defcendents of the O/ieen, the 
fucceffion to the united Crown ihould be 
according to the fettlement of  the a d  of 
William III. namely, on the Prineefs So­
phia of the houfe of  Brunfwick Iyunen- 

burgh, and her iffue.

On the other hand, the Scottiih Commif- 
iloners were at firft for a federal Union, 
like that of the States of Holland; but 
that being fettled in the negative, they 

propofed,

1. T h a t  the fubje&s of each nation, 

ihould enjoy the fame privileges in the dif­
ferent countries mutually as in their own.

2. T h a t  there ihould be a free commu­

nication of trade and navigation, between 
the two Kingdoms, and the plantations 
thereunto belonging.

3. T h a t  all L aw s and Statutes in either 

Kingdom contrary to the terms o f  the 
Union, ihould be repealed.

T h e  Queen vifited the CommiiTioners 
twice, to hafien their determination. A t

length

H
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length every obftacle being removed, they 
came to a final fettlement. T h e  treaty 
was concluded July 22d, 1706.

T h e  treaty was prefented to the O ueen 
the next day, by the Lord-keeper, in the 
name o f  the Engliih Commiffioners : ano­
ther fealed copy o f  the fame, by the Scot- 

tiih Commiifioners. T h e  Lord-keeper, and 
the Lord Chancellor o f  Scotland, (the Earl 
o f  Seafield) each made an oration on the 
prefenting it ; to each o f  which, her M a -  

jefty made a moil gracious reply. T h e  

fame day, an order o f  council was iffued, 
that every perfon concerned in any dif- 
courfe, or libel, or in laying any w ager re­

lating to the Union, fhould be profecuted 

to the utmoil rigour o f  the law.

T h e re  then remained to have the treaty 

confirmed by the different Parliaments; 

but before w e  confider the fleps taken on 

each fide, it may be proper to lay before 

the reader, the fubfianee o f  the ftipulations 

o f  the treaty, more efpecially as they may 

ferve as a fpecimen o f  w hat w e  mâv

e x p e d  relative to the intended U nion w ith  
England.

£ ubftance
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Buhftance of the articles o f the Union of
Great Britain.

“  i. T h e  Kingdoms of England and 

“  Scotland to be perpetually united under 
“  the name of the Kingdom of Great

“  Britain.
t y I

“  2. T h e  fucceffion to the Cro\Vn to be 
« veiled in defcendents of the Eledrefs,

“  Princefs Sophia.

« 3 .  A l l  fubjeds to enjoy the fame pri- 

u vileges and advantages.

“ 4. A l l  fubjeds to have the fame al- 

“  lowances, encouragements and draw- 
“  backs, with refped to Commerce and  ̂
u Cuftoms ; and to be under the fame pro- 
“  hibitions, reftridions and regulations.

« 5. Scotland not to be charged with 

“  the temporary duties on certain commo-

,c dities.

“  6. T h e  fum of JT. 398.885 10/. to be
“  granted to Scotland, as an e q u i v a l e n t  for

“  fuch parts of the cuftoms and excife,
“  charged

i6



“  charged thereon, in confequence o f  the 
“  Union, as would be applicable to the pay- 

“  ment o f  the debts of  England ; according 

i( to the proportion which the cuftoms 

,c and excife o f  Scotland bore to thofe 

“  o f  England. i

“  7. As the revenues o f  England may 
“  encreafe, a farther equivalent ihall be 
“  allowed for fuch proportion o f  the faid 
“  encreafe as ihall be applicable to th e p a y -  
“  ment o f  the debts o f  England.

“  8. T h e  fum to be paid at prefent, as 

“  well as the monies from future equiva- 
“  lents, ihall be employed in reducing the 

“  Scottish coin to a ftandard w ith the E n g -  
“  liih coin; in paying o ff  the capital and 

“  intereft to the Scottiih African Com pany, 

“  which ihall be inftantly diffolved ; in dif- 
“  charging the public debts o f  Scotland ; and 

“  in encouraging m anu fadures  and fiih- 

“  cries, under the direction o f  Commiffion- 
“  ers to be appointed by the Q ueen, and 

“  accountable to the Parliament o f  G reat 

“  Britain,

d  “  9. The
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“  9. T h e  laws concerning public rights, 
“  policy and civil government, ihal! be the 

“ fame throughout the united Kingdom; 
“  and no alteration in the laws concerning 
“  private rights fhall be made, except for 

“  the evident utility of the fubjeds within 
“  Scotland.

“  10. T h e  Scottiih Courts o f  judicature 
“  ihall remain as heretofore, with the fame 
“  authority and privileges: fubjed, how- 
tC ever, to fuch regulations as may be made 
“  by the Parliament o f  Great Britain.

“ 11.  All heritable offices, fuperiorities, 
“  heritable jurifdidions, offices for life, and 

“ jurifdidions for life, ihall be referved to 
tc the owners as right of property, the fame 

“  as by the Scottiih laws.

“  12. T h e  rights and privileges o f  the 
“  Royal Boroughs ihall alfo remain.

“ 13. Scotland ihall be rcprefented in 
“  the Parliament of Great Britain by fixteen 
tc Peers and forty-five Commoners, to be 
“  eleded in the manner to be fettled by 

“  the Scottiih Parliament.
“  14. All

i8
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“  14. All  Peers o f  Scotland, and their 
“  fuccêiîbrs, ihall, after the Union, be 
(C Peers o f  Great Britain, and have rank 

and precedency next after Peers o f  E n g ­
land, o f  like orders and degrees at the 

“  date o f  the Union ; and before all Peers 
“  o f  Great Britain, o f  like orders and de­
c r e e s  created after the Union.

“  i 5. T h e fe  Peers ihall be tried as Peers 

“ of Great Britain, and enjoy all the privi­

leges as Peers, as fully as they are now 

“  enjoyed by the Peers o f  England ; ex- 
“  cept fitting in the Houfe o f  Lords, and 

“  the privileges depending thereon, and 

“ particularly the right o f  fitting on trials 
“  o f  Peers.

16. T h e  C row n , Sceptre and Sword 

o f  State, o f  Scotland, w ith  the records of 

Parliament, and all Scottish records, rolls 
and regifters, ihall remain as they are in 

“  Scotland.

<C
<( 

a 

ci

((

« 1 7 - A l l  laws and flatutes in either

« mconflftent the terms
„  o f ^ L n i °n> f ta l l  ceafe, and be declared 

void by  the re fp e d iv e  Parliaments.”
I

W h e n
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W hen this treaty came to be confidered 

in order, for confirmation, by the two 
Parliaments, it underwent minute difcuf- 
fion. T h e  Scottifh Parliament met the 3d 
o f  October 1706, the Duke o f  Queenf- 
berry being the High Commiiïioner. Much 
heat prevailed ; many commotions were 
raifed in divers parts of Scotland. T h e  
party called Cameronians (a more rigid fet 

of Preibyterians) fomented the tumults of 

the people. In fome parts they took arms, 

th e h o u f e o f  Sir Patrick Johnfton, Provoft 
o f  Edinburgh, was attacked, and his per- 

fon fo greatly infulted, that, had he not 
been protected by the military, he would 

have been murdered ; merely becaufe, as 
one of the Commiffioners, he had agreed 
to and iigned the treaty. However, by 
prudent conduit, the infurgents were dis­
appointed in their views. T h e  public were 
gradually difabufed, and taught to confi- 
der the Union as tending to the good of 

their country j and convinced that what 
the nation might lofe in point of  pundiilio 
o f  honour, and extent of  dignity (which 
was more imaginary than real, and more 
concerned a few individuals than the bulk

of

\
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o f  the people) would be more than com- 
penfated by the great increafe o f  m anu­
factures, trade, and commerce, that would 
be the undoubted confequence o f  an Union. 
A t  length, after fome flight alteration, the 
articles o f  the Union were accepted by the 
Scottiih Parliament.

T h e  Engliih Parliament met the 3d of 
December 1706, and on the 28th o f  Jan. 

1707, the Q ueen w ent to the Houfe o f  

Lords ; and in her fpeech, told them, that 

the Scottiih Parliament had confirmed the 
Union, on their part. In both Houfes 
fome debates enfued. T h e  Q ueen w ent to 

the Lords, and was prefent at the difcuf- 
fion that took place there on the 25th o f  

February. T h e  Bill paffed the Commons, 

by a majority of 114 ,  and the bufinefs was 

finally fettled ; and the Parliament was 
prorogued 24th o f  April. T h e  a d  of U nion 
took place M a y  1, and both national Par­

liaments being difTolved, writs were iffued 
for a general e led ion  ; and the jir ft  Parlia­
ment o f Great Britain , met on the 23d of 
O d o b e r  1707.

S E C T I O N
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S E C T I O N  II.

Afummary Comparifon between the State and 
Circumjtances o f Scotland at the Union, and 
at prejent-.

Lord Haveriham, fpeaking o f  the Scots, 
in the debate on the Union, faid, of their 
ftate at that time, that “  the nobility and 
“  gentry o f  Scotland, were as learnsd and 
“  brave as.any nation of Europe, but ge- 
“  nerally difcontented ; and that the com- 

“  mon people were very numerous, veiy 
fiout, and very poor.’ T h e  character 

was doubtlefs juft, and thofe qualities 
were the main fources o f  the opposition, 
that was made to the Union. Learning 
and bravery in the upper ranks produced 
pride, which made them fear the Union 
would leifen their rank and confequence ; 
and the poverty o f  the common people 

made them dread, that the little trade they 
poifeifed, would be leifened. T h e  Scot­
tish nobility at that time amounted to one 
hundred and thirty-eight, o f  whom feven 

were alfo Peers o f  England, therefore could

fuffer



fuffer no degradation from the Union. O u t 
o f  the remaining one hundred and thirty-one, 

Jixteen were to be chofen to reprefent the 
whole peerage; that is fomewhat above 
one-eighth. A t  the prefent time the Scot­
tish Peerage, far from being degraded by 
the Union, is become more refpedable, 
by being lefs numerous. A  number o f  
titles are e x t in d  ; fome others have mere;- 

ed into otner tr.Ies, and iome have been 
forfeited ; fo that the prefent Peerage o f  

Scotland amounts only to eighty-jive ; from 
which, d e d u d J'eventeen who have Engliih  

peerages, and it appears, that the fixteen 
reprefent only fixty-eight Scottiih Peers, 

(fomewhat above one-fourth o f  the w hole 

number.) Hence, the dignity o f  the Scot- 

tifh Peerage, fo far from being degraded, 
is rendered more honourable.

W e  have feen the flate o f  the Peerage, 
before and fince the Union ; let us now  
advert to that o f  the Commons.

Before the Union, there were eighty-nine 

Commiflioners for the thirty-three Shires, 

hke our members for counties, and f ix ty -

Jeven

23



Jeven CommiiTioners for fixty-fix Boroughs, 
Edinburgh having two, and the reft one 
each. Thefe  one hundred anajijty-Jix mem­
bers were, by the articles of the Union, 
reduced to f  .rty-Jive > that is to fay, thirty 
for Shires, and jijteen for Boroughs j and 
as there were thirty-three Shires, fix of 
them were united, and formed but three 
in the reprefentation. In refped to the 
fixty-fix B o r o u g h s ,  Edinburgh itill fends 

one member ; but the fixty-five other Bo­
roughs are confolidated into fourteen ; 
fome comprehending five, and other four 

Boroughs. Y e t  each in its turn has the pre­
eminence in ele&ion.

In like manner, the fears of  the com­

mon people proved merely imaginary. 
Before the Union, there were no expenfive 
m a n u f a c t u r e s  in Scotland, and its com­
merce was but little. T h e  lower ranks 
were held in vaiTalage, the peafantry of 
every clan being fubjeded to its chief­
tain. Hence, they were conflantly involv­
ed in petty wars and commotions. It was 
only for the Barons and heads of  clans, to
have animofities with each other ; the

difputes
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difputes were generally decided by dint of  

arms, and the vaifals o f  each were oblig­

ed to follow their lords whitherfoever they 
chofe to lead them, though at the rifque 

o f  life and limb. Behold now the contrail : 
the ilaviih vaifilage is at an end. C ap i­
tal manufactures have been eilabliihed. 

T h e  linens, cottons, muilins and cambricks 

manufactured in fundry parts, efpecially 

at Paiily, give bread to great numbers: 

and the iron works at Carron, are now  ex- 

teniive, and employ more hands than any 

other o f  that kind in all Europe. F ifh-  

eries are improved ; and commerce is car­

ried on to the ports o f  the Baltic, Holland,

France, Spain, Portugal, and the w hole 
range o f  the Mediterranean. T h is  change 

is ow ing to the encouragement given to 
induftry, to the encreafe o f  capital confe- 

quence thereon, and to the taking o f f  the 

m any reftri&ions under w hich they la­

boured from England. T h e  country has 

alfo affamed a- new  face. F ine  roads have 

been made, and canals cut to facilitate the 

tranfport o f  commodities ; and the n u m ­

ber o f  houfes have encreafed above one

E third
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third in the whole Kingdom. Edinburgh, 

the capital, has been extended on all fides, 

fumptuous bridges have been ereded, ele­

gant fquares laid out;  beautiful ftreets 

traverfe the north and fouth of the old City, 

and houfes that emulate palaces, with 

fplendid public buildings, proclaim the ad­
vantages that have refulted from the Union. 

T h e  like encreafe may befeen inGlafgow, 

ànd fundry other cities and large towns.

T h e  religion eftablifhed in Scotland, and 

the laws and courts o f  civil and criminal 
jurifdiftion, fuffered no change from the 

Union: they remain in full force, and flill 

fubfift with all their authority, rights, and 

privileges. Some few only o f  the flate 
and crown offices were aboliihed, and 

moil of the old eftabliihments continue to 

this day.
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S E C T I O N  III.

Jin enumeration o f the chief objections that 

may be brought againjl an Union o f Ireland 

with Great Britain ; with an examination 
o f  their force and validity.

T h e  objections that have been ftarted 

againit an Union, are many. M en  o f  dif­

ferent ranks, ilations, and occupations, 

have each urged their reafons, as party and 

felf-intereil have prompted ; the principal 

objections are thefe :

In refpeft to the Iriih nobility, it is ob­

jected that their birth-right o f  being the 

hereditary counfellors o f  the crown, w ill be 

taken away from  all who may not be elefted to 

reprefent the Irijh Peerage, in the united 

Parliament: let this objection be examined.

T h e  In ill Peerage amounts at this day 

to one hundred and ninety-nine Temporal 

Peers, (fetting afide the Spiritual Peers ;) o f  

Ih cfejo rty , by having alfo Britiih Peerages, 

cannot lofe any dignity, neither can they

be
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be eleited to reprefent the Peerage o f  this 

kingdom, to the remaining number will be 
one hundred and fifty-nine. N ow  as fixteen 
were held a proper proportion to reprefent 
the one hundred and twenty-one Scottiih 
Peers, a fimilar proportion of the one hun­
dred and fifty-nine cannot be lefs than 

twenty-four ; then it appears there will be 

fixty-four Iriíh Peers fitting in the Parlia­

ment of the empire ; and from the number 

ofabfentees, it has frequently happened, 

that not more than that number has been 
fitting and voting in the Iriih Houfe of 

Lords, on fome of the moil important 
queilions ; and is it not obvious, that 
the intereft of Ireland will be as well pro­

moted in the one,, as in the other, in either 

gen. ral, or particular and local points ? But 

jftill, it is faid, that although fo many will 
be cleded, the remainder who may either 
lofe the ele&ion, or not be put in nomina­

tion, will thereby lofe fim t rights and pri­

vileges, which, without the Union, they would 

retam : T h e  only privileges the uneleded

Peers can lofe, will be thofe o f  fitting in 

Pjrliamcnt, and on the trial of a Peer,
every other of rank, privilege, precedency,

and



and inviolability o f  perfon, (except in cafes 
o f  breach of the peace) will be continued 
and confirmed. N ay, they will be extend­
ed beyond the limits o f  Ireland. In Bri­
tain hitherto an Iriih Peer, unlefs he is alfo 
a Peer o f  Great Britain, is not privileged 
from arrefts in civil actions, and is net 
above the rank o f  a Commoner. As feveral 

Iriih Peers are elected to the Britifh C om ­

mons, after an Union the cafe will be a l­
tered ; and an Iriih Peer, though not a re- 

prefentative o f  the Irifh Peerage in the 

united Parliament, will enjoy perfonal 
privileges throughout the whole empire ; 

and though not fuccefsful in one election 

by his fellow Peers, may yet be fo in ano­

ther. Eeiides, as no Iriih Peer can be 

created hereafter, in a few  years the prefent 

number will  be diminiihed, and continue 

to diminiih; thus gradually becoming more 

refpedable  from their paucity : Another

falutary end will be anfwered from this 

very circumftance :— It has not unfre- 

quently been urged, and w ith  a mamfefl 

degree o f  acrimony, that the Peerage o f  

Ireland was too numerous ; was conftanily

jncreafing; w as beflowcd on fome^ w h o
had
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had no kind of pretenfion by charadler or 
fervices, to be ennobled— Nay, it has been 
faid, (how truly we cannot fay,) that fome 
Peerages have been purchafed. By an Union 
ail difcontent, or inve&ive on this head, 
will totally and immediately ceafe.

It is alfo objected, that the taking away 

the Iriih Parliament, will be prejudicial to 

fuch perfons as have ijifluence in the elettion o f  
reprefentatives for counties, or a patronage 
o f boroughs. T hat it will deprive electors o f  
their right o f franchife, and take away the 

falaries and profits o f all the officers and fer­
mants, dependant o f both Houfes o f Parlia­

ment. T h at  an Union will avert thefe ef­
f e t s ,  in a certain degree, mull be acknow­
ledged ; but it is worth while to examine 

candidly, how far thefe effedls will be o f  

injury, or benefit to the nation at large.

T h e  conftilution fays, that all elections 
ihould have the free choice o f  the eleâors ; 
and that no Peer ought to have any influ­

ence, or coercive power in the choice of 

any reprefentative. I f  fo, the ufe of any 

zni?uence or nomination, is a breach of the

conftitution ;
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conflitution ; and any fleps taken to remedy 

that breach, muit be praife-worthy. It 

ihouid be alfo remembered, that Com ­
moners o f  Ireland rauft be fent to reprefent 

the Commons o f  the kingdom, in the united 

Parliaments ; therefore, there w ill  ftill be 

elections o f  Knights, Citizens, and B ur-  
gelTes, in proportion to what there are at 
prefent. I f  we may conclude, that the 

mode adopted at the Union with Scotland 
will be followed in an Union with Ireland ; 

then we may fay, that as the eighty-nine 
members for ihires were proportioned to 
thirty j and the fixty-feven  members for 

boroughs, proportioned to fijteen-, (that is 
Jorty-five prefent members in the place o f  

« «  hundred and jifty -J ix , w ho fat formerly ;) 

fo our prefent three hundred, will probably 

be reprefented by feventy-five members ; 
therefore no man will lofe his elective fran- 
chife;^ for if, as in Scotland, any tw o fmall 

counties may be confolidated, and fend but 

one member ; the freeholder o f  each county 

muft ftdl have his vote. In like manner 

though two, three, or more boroughs may 

be united, the real electors o f  each muft 
have his vote alfo.
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T h e  boroughs ! the rotten boroughs, 

ought to be abolifhed ! This has for many 
years been the outcry of the framers of Par­
liamentary Reform. Surely then, if an 
Union, by uniting the fmall, u eonfequen- 
tial boroughs, and thereby extending the 
number of  burgeffes who ele&j takes away 

the caufe of repeated clamour, and is in 

effeit providing fo far in the road of Re­

form, it ought to be received with plea- 
fure, by every man, of what degree foe- 
ver, who was fmcere in his oppofition to

boroughs.

But it is alfo faid, that every Peer or 
Gentleman who has patronage, and there­

by can nominate to a feat in Parliament, 
however, that nomination may be deemed 

an evil ; yet, as it is his property, it ought 
not to be taken from him without paying 

him for that property. And accordingly 
fome of the moft p o p u l a r  advocates for Par­
liamentary Reform, have calculated how 

much money fhould be raifed to p^)? what 

they called borough owners. T. he vaiue of 
each borough has been eflimated at 12,000!.
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I f  this is now held as proper, the expence 

o f  this part of  Reform will be great indeed. 

But, fetting afide the propriety or uncon- 

flitutionality of  borough patronage, tw o  
things deferve coniideration : Firft by w hat 
means the owner came by that property ? 

whether by defcent or purcbafe ? I f  by the 
firft, he can fufïer no wrong, i f  he is de­
prived o f  it, without any recompence ; for 

no perfon can juftly inherit a right o f  com­

manding a freeman to vote for this, or that 

candidate. But i f  he has purchafed the 

property, that is fuppofed to convey to the 

buyer, a power o f  nomination, as there is, 

no doubt, but that confideration enhances 

the quantum o f  the purchafe. Juftice m ay 

probably allow o f  the re-imburfement o f  
the money he has paid over and above the 

real intrinfic value o f  the eftate he has 
bought. B u t yet the price muft be greatly 

diminiihed by the coniideration, that fuch 
boroughs as will be united, and others can­

not demand fuch a price, as i f  they were 
totally annihilated.

In regard to the lofs o f  falaries and pro­

fits o f  the officers and fervants o f  Parlia-

F ment,
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ment, that will be a real grievance to the 
individual lofers ; but none to any others, 
or to the nation at large : and it is a confiant 
maxim in politics, that the intereil o f  the 
whole is to be preferred to that o f  any part. 
T h e  falaries and profits in queftion, are 
very coniiderable, and are all paid out of 
the public money. T h e  falaries alone of 
both Houfes amount to near 17,0001. a 
year, beiides the fees ; and when the ex­
pence of  Stationary, printing, lights, build­
ings, repairs and other contingencies are 
coniidered, the faving to the nation will 
probably be above 50,0001. a year, and 
there will be doubtlefs places and employ­
ments enough remaining to reimburSe to 
deferving individuals what they may lofe by 
the Union.

But it is farther objected, an Union with 
Britain wilt be the deft rucl ion o f Irijh Com­
merce, Trade, and Manufaffures. Can any 
man be reallv ferious in making fuch an 
objedion ? Surely he cannot, if in his 
found fenfes. This muSî be only thrown 
out to deceive the unthinking multitude.O'

By the treaty with Scotland, the natives
o f
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o f  both nations became one people, “  to 
“  enjoy equally the fame privileges and ad- 
“  vantages, the fame allowances, encou- 
“  ragements and drawbacks, with refpcd  
“  to commerce, and cuftoms, and to be un- 
<c der the fame prohibitions, reftridions, and 
“  regulations.” It is not within the bounds 
o f  the moft unenlightened imagination, to 
conceive but the Union with Ireland will 
be, nay mull be on iimilar terms. T h e  
moment the treaty is confirmed, every 
ihackle on Irifh commerce will  be un- 
loofed ; a perfed reciprocity o f  imports and 
exports o f  Britiíh and Irifh produce and 
manufactures will be mutually eftabliih- 
ed : we ihall hear no more o f  Britiih re- 
firidions on the commerce o f  Ireland ; o f  
which, complaints have been long and fer­
vently  made. T h e  m anufadures o f  each 
will  be received m utually  by the other, 
w ith  no other preference than w h at  may 
arife from the fuperior goodnefs o f  the ar­
ticles. N o  more than port duties will  be 
demanded. D ublin  will pay no more for 
importing goods from London than from 
C ork  coafhng duties alone will prevail 
on aught but foreign goods, or in foreign 

bottoms— no more crying out for p ro te d -
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ing duties ; no more need for non-im porta­

tion fchemes. T h e  commerce o f  Ireland, 

eq u ally  w ith  that o f  Brita in , w i l l  extend  

to and from eve ry  quarter o f  the globe. 
C o m m erce  being unlim ited, will  extend 

m anu factu res ,  population follows trade, 

and agriculture, the bails o f  trade, w il l  

a d v a n c e  w ith  rapid itrides.

W ell ! objed fome. If  all that has been 
urged be allowed, and fhould we grant, 
that the kingdom at large will be bene­
f i te d ,  yet taking away the Parliament will 
be the dejlruffion of Dublin. T h at  fome
fpeculative builders will find a temporary 
itopput to carrying Dublin to the eaflward, 
to the already depopulation of the weitern 
part of the city ; and to the ereding fix or 
feven-flory-high palaces, to the exclufion of 
the middle ranks of the people, is granted. 
T h a t  a check will be given to the deftruc- 
tive cufl. m indroduced within the lafl fifty 
years of exacting heavy fines fo r  houfes, 
which has had the moil baneful effeds on 
many honefl and induftrious ihopkeepers, 
and by eating up their capitals, has induced 
more bankruptcies, than all other caufes 
put together, is alfo granted. But where
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is the harm o f  all this to the public ? A v a ­
ricious and fpeculative individuals may find 
themfeives fomewhat difappointed ; but 
that thence Dublin w ill  be ruined, does not 
follow.— Dublin will ftill be the feat o f  the 
K in g ’s deputy ; it will ftill be the feat o£ 
equity and law ; it will continue the feat 
o f  fcience ; the centre o f  the military de* 
partment ; the great depot o f  arms ; the 
grand receipt o f  the revenue ; the eccleiiafti- 
cal department; and courts o f  Dublin, and 
the whole kingdom; the ftamp-office ; the 
poft-office ; the national b a n k -, the muni­
cipality and guilds; the commercial efta- 
bliihments ; and all the feveral charitable 
eftabliihments, will  ftill remain, with their 
dependent offices ; and the multitudes of 
perfons who fubiift thereon ; all this muft 
neceftarily be fupported in Dublin, w hich 

joined to the influx o f  people which an 

extended commerce will bring to the capi­

tal, w ill  ftill render D ublin  as populous as 
it ever was, and fully balance the abfence 
o f  about one hundred perfons, which the 
Union will oblige to a temporary reiidence 
in Britain.
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T h e  above will be the probable coftfe- 
quences o f  an Union, and more it would be 
premature to confider, till the exad terms 
of the treaty ihall be known ; then will be 
the time to dwell more minutely on each 
article. Some other early objections befides 
thofe here enumerated, are certainly in cir­
culation, which are here paifedover, as not 
deferving, at prefent, to be anfwered ; as 
they feem to be made, merely to fwell the 
account, and endeavour to make number 
compenfate for weight.


