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Are you not one? Are you not join'd by Heav's,
Each interwoven with the other’s Fate?
Are you not mix’d like ftreams of meeting Rivers,
Whofe blended waters are no more diftinguifh'd,
But roll into the Sea, one common flood ?
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CALM CONSIDERATIONS;
&?c. Qgc’c

DURING the 1aft thirty years reports
have prevailed, from time to time, that an
Union between the fifter kingdoms would be
attempted, but they gradually died away.
Indeed, till Ireland was acknowledged as a
feparate and independent kingdom; the
earrying into effe@ fuch a meafure would
have been merely an a&t of power, not of
compact, which would have bred confufion;
not unanimity. But now, when Ireland
has a legiflature and government of her own,
the two kingdoms may feparately treat of
terms of ‘an Unzn, and a coalefcence of

both.

Within a few months, the report has been
revived with frefh force; perfons of con-
fequence, in both iflands, who, from their

B conneltions
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connections and fituations, may be fuppofed
to be of competent information, are faid
to have pronounced, that a plan of an Unson
is now in agitation. The minds of the
people of this kingdom are now varioufly
affected, as their hopes or fears predomi-
nate. Difputes arife in private companies,
which are fometimes carried on with a de-
gree of warmth, that often precludes the
operation of calm reafon ; when it is obvi-
ous, that -no found judgment can be pro-
nounced in this matter by any who are un-
der the influence of party, are warped by
mere felf-intereft, or want the neceflary in-
formation whereon to found an opinion.

In this ftate of the public mind, two con-
trary decifions. are conftantly made : the
one, thatan Unien will be the aggrandize-

“ment of Ireland; the other, that it will be
the deftruction of the dignity, commerce,

manufa&tures, and population of this na-

tion. Both thefe opinions cannot be true ;

therefore, it may not be unacceptable to

the public, for an impartial man, calmly to

confider the arguments that may be brought

on each fide of this truly-important quef-
" tion ;
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tion ; examine their force and validity ; ob-
ferve which preponderates ; and, by laying
them before the reader, may thereby affift

him to point out the probable confequences
of an Union.

There is little doubt but the majority of
thofe who may endeavour to promote, or
defeat the meafure of an Union, whenever
it may be ferioufly urged, may be equally
friends to this country, though they may
adopt contrary means, to affure its welfare.

For this reafon, neither ought to be con-

demned for the part they may take ; thofe
who may err, may erronly in judgmeant,
which error will ceafe, in each candid per-

fon, upon found reafoning, and fuller infor-
mation.

Happily, we are not without fome clear
light to guide us in our enquiry. We have,
for near a ccatury, experienced the confe-
quences of an Union of the two kingdoms,

. England hath united with herfelf two dif-

ferent mations, and incorporated them in

one— Wales and Scotland ; but the Union
of each was different. Wales was aflimi-

lated with Englang by congueffm—and Scot-
' land



land by compai?; we know what has been
the refult of both, and that knowledge may
help our conje&ures as ‘to the confequences
of a fubfequent Union, if it fhould take place.

The writer of thefe lines is a fincere well-
wither to the profperity of Ireland ; he is of
no party, and cannot be benefited or pre-
judiced by an Unzon as an individual, but
only in general with the bulk of the nation.
For this reafon, he hasno motive to bias
him to either fide. He promifes to dif~
cufs each point he may bring forward, with
all poffible calmnefs and candour, to the
beft of his judgment. That, and that only,
may fail ; but his wi/ thall be pure.

To proceed with regularity in this en-
quiry, the following method will be pur-
{ued: |

Firft,a fuccin& account will be given of
the proceedings of England and Scotland,
for effeGting an Union of the two kingdoms,
with the terms of the Treaty eftablifhed by
the two feparate Parliaments.—This will
be the more neceflary, asa preliminary to

the
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the confideration of Irith affairs; as therg
are many perfons not thdroughly acquaint-
ed with the progrefs of that event; and
who thereby have entertained miftaken no-
tions of the modes of fettling an Union here,
which moft probably will be fimilar to thofe
already employed, in the beginning of the
reign of Queen Anne,

Second, a fammary comparifon between
the ftate and circumftances of Scotland, at
the time of the Union, and at prefent.

Third, an enumeration of the chief ob-
je&ions that may be brought againft an
Union of Ireland with Great Britain; with
an examination of the force, including a
confideration of the probable confequences

‘that may refult from an Union.

SECTION
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SECTION L

The praceedizz‘g: in England and Scotland for
effecting an Union.

. From the year 1602, when James the

fixth, King of Scotland fucceeded Queen
Elizabeth in the throne of England (which
he afcended by the name of James I.) ideas
werc entertained of uniting and incorporat-
ing the two kingdoms, which, by that event,
had both the fame Sovereign. But the
plan did not take place, till one hundred
and four years had elapfed; for though the
treaty firft began to_be ferioufly in train
on the 22d of O&ober 1702, yet it was not
finally fettled till July 1706, and did not
take place till the 11t of May 1407, the firft
Parliament of Great Britain meeting O&o-
ber the 23d following. Thus it appears,
that the two nations were four years, fix
months, and eight days in fettling this ar-
duous and important bufinefs,

The long poftponement of this meafure
was owing to fundry untoward circum-
flances. From the time that the two coun-

trics
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tries had one and the fame Sovereign, the
mutual jealoufy entertained by the inhabi-
tants of each nation, againft thofe whom
they beheld in the light of rivals, prevent-
ed any overtures being made during the
reign of James I. The troubles that en-
{ued under the turbulent reigns of his fon,
and two grand-fons were equally unfavour-
able.  When William III. -was on the
throne, as he was a foreigner, he was not
fufficiently acquainted with the interefls
-of the Englith and Scots, to fet on foot 2
meafure that in the then prefent temper of
the times, would, in all probability, have
added fuel to the flames that prevailed, not
only in refpe& to the partizans of the abdi-
cated King, but alfo in refpe& to the differ-
ent religions that were eflablifhed.

- When Queen Anne afcended the throne,
as the was of the family of the Stuarts, fhe
Was more acceptable to the Scots than her
predeceflfor. The time feemed to favour
an attempt to effe@ an Union of the two
kingdoms ; and accordingly in the year
1702, Commiflioners were appointed to
treat-of an Union. They firfl met on the

. RS 22d



s2d of O&ober, and on the 2oth of No=
vember they fettled the preliminaries of the
negociation. In December, the Queen paid
them a vifit, in order to quicken their mu=
tual endeavours; but the Scottifh Com-
miflioners fo ftrongly infifted on their claim
that the Scottifh African and Indian com-
panies thould have all their rights and pri- |
vileges preferved to them, that no farther
progrefs was made in the Commiffion ; and
the oppofing party became fo prevalent in
the Scottifh Parliament; that it paflfed an
A& the next year (1703) to vacate the
Commiflion, with an abfolute prohibition
to grant any other, without the confent of

Parliament.

‘The defig, though thus poftponed, was
not however abandoned ; there were num-
bers in each.kingdom, who thought an
Union would be advantageous, but each
patty was willing that the other fhould
commence the bufinefs ; and on the
2gth of Novembet 1704, the grand Com-
mittee of the Englith Lords refolved (on
the motion ‘of Lord Wharton) that the

by an Englifh ac, thould be ena-
| ‘ bled.

Oucen,

E
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bled to namie and appoint Commiffioners to
treat about an Union—provided that the
Scottith Parliament fhould fir/# appoint

Commiflioners, on their part, for the fame
purpofe ; and on the twentieth of December

following, an aé& for that purpofe, having
pafled through both houfes, received the
Royal Affent.

In order to ftimulate the Scots into com-
pliance, the Englith Parliament paffed an
a&, enaling, “ that no Scotchman, but
“ fuch only as were fettled in Eng-
¢ land, Ireland, or the plantations, or are
“ in the army, or navy, fhould enjoy the
« privileges of Englithmen, till an Union
«-was effeted ;” alfo ¢ that the traffic of
« cattle from Scotland fhould be projg-
¢ bited ;” alfo, ¢ that the exportation of
“ woel from England to Scotland, fhould
« be prohibited ;” and alfo, “ that all fhips
« trading from Scotland to France, or the
“ ports-of any country, enemies to England,
¢ fhould be attacked by the Englith fhips
“ of war, or privateers, and. when taken
¢« fhould be condemned as lawful! prizes.”

el | There
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There can be no doubt but fuch terrific
a@s had fome influence on the minds of
many : and to enforce thofe claufes, as
‘well as to repel any commotion that~they
might occafion in Scotland, orders were
iffued to put the-town of Newecaftle upon
Tyne into a ftate of defence; to fecure the
port of Tinmouth ; and to repair, .and put
in order the fortifications of Hull and Car-
lifle. The Militia of the four northern
counties, were difciplined, and furnifhed
with arms and ammunition ;- and a compe-
tent number of regular troops maintained
on the northern borders, and in the north

of Ireland. !

Thefe precautions being taken, on the -
22d of Auguft'1765, the Scottith Parlia-
ment pafled an a&, (prefented by the Earl
of Mar) for a commiffion foran Union. It '
was compared with that paffed in England, ‘ ‘
and Duke Hamilton ~moved, that the
Queen {hould nominate the Commiflioners
for cach kingdorri. - When this motion
was made, fourteen members ran out of
thie Houfe in indignation; and Andrew

Fletcher, of Saltoun, inveighed bitterly
againft
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againft the imperious condu@ of England,
m this affair. However, when put to the

vote, it was carried, and the Queen appoint-
ed the Commiffioners, as well for Scotland,

- asfor England. They held their firft meet-

ing at the Cockpit, at Whitehall, on the
16th day of April 1706

‘T'he Cornmlﬁion was formed of {ome of

’the firft, and moft able men in both king-

doms, the names of whom may not be un-

acceptable to the reader.

The Commiffioners on_the part of England,
were thefe :

1 Thomas, Archbifhop of Canterbury.,

2. William Cowper, - Lord Keeper of the Great Seal.

3 John, Archbithop of York.

4 Sidney, Lord Godolphm, Lord High Treafurer of
England.

5 Thomas, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, Lord
Prefident of the Council.

6 John, Duke of Newcaftle, Lord Privy Seal.

7 William, Duke of Devonfhire, Lord btcward of the
Houfehold

8 Charles, Duke of Somerfet, Mafter of the Horfe;

9 Charles, Duke of Bolton.

10 Ch_arles, Earl of Sunderland.

11 Evelyn, Earl of Kingfton,

12 Charles, Earl of Carlifle;

13 Edward,
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13 Edward, Barl of Orford.

14 Charles, Vifcount T ownfend.
15- Thomas, Lord Wharton.

16 Ralph, Lord Grey.

17 John, Lord Powlet.

18 John, Lord Somers.

19 Charles, Lord Halifax.

20 William Cavendifh, Marquis of Hartington.

21 John Manners, Marquis of Granby.

22 Sir Chedes Hetgo, } Principal Secretaries of State,
23 Robert Harley, : _

24 Jjohn Smith. e
2¢ Henry Boyle, Chancellor of the Exchequer.

26 Sir John Holt, Chief Juftice of the Queen’s Bench.

27 Sir Thomas Trevor, Chief Juftice of the Common
Pleas. :

28 Sir Edward Northey, Attorney General.

29 Sir Simon Harcourt, Solicitor General.

30 Sir Joan Cook. (A

31 Stephen Waller, Doctor of Laws.

The following were the Commiffioners an the
part.of Scotland :

1 James, Earl of Seafield, Lord Chancellor of Scotland.
2~ James, Duke of Queenfberry, Lord Privy Seal.
3. John, Earl of Mar, Principal Secretaries of
4 Hugh, Earl of Loudon, State.
5 John, Earl of Sutherland.
6 John, Earl of Morton.
7 David, Earl of Wens.
8 David, Earl of Leven.
o John, Earl of Stair.

1o Archibald, -Earl of Rofcberry.

11 David,
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Y i)awid, Earl of Glafgow.

12 Lord Archibald Campbell,

13 Thomas, Vifcount Duplin.

14 Lord William Rofs.

15 Sir Hugh Dalrymple, Prefident of the Seffion,

16 ‘Adam Cockburne, of Ormiftown, Lord Juftice Clerk.
17 Sir Robert Dundas, of Arniftown, Lords of the Sef-

18 Robert Stewart, of Tillicultrie, fion.
19 Francis Montgomery, one of the Commiflioners of the
Treafury.

20 Sir David Dalrymple, one of her Majelty’s Solicitors.

21 Sir Alexander Ogilvie, Receiver General.
22 Sir Patrick Johnfton, Lord Provoft of Edinburgh,
23 Sir James Smollett, of Bonhill. .

24 George Lockhart, of Carnwath.
25 William Morrifon, of Prefton-grange,

26 Alexander Grant.

27 William Seton, of Pit-midden. ]
28 John Clark, of Pennycook,

29 Hugh Montgomery. -

30 Daniel Stuart.

31 Daniel Cameell, \

It would be tedious to detail the varions
difcuflions that took place at the feveral
ﬁttings of the Commiflioners; fuffice it to
mention, that thofc of England made three
leading propofitions. 1. That the two
kingdoms fhould be for ever united un-
der the general name of Great Britain.
2. That the two kingdoms thould be re-
prefented by one Parliament. 3. That,
: failing
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failing any defcendents of the Qpeen, the
fucceflion .to the united Crown fhould bg

according to the fettlement of the a& of
William 1II. namely, on the Princefs So.

phia of the houfe of Brunifwick Lainen-

burgh, and her iflue.

On the other hand, the Scottifh Commif-
fioners, were at firft for a federal Union,
like that of the States of Holiand; but
that being fettled in the negative, they

propofed,

1. That the fubje@s of each nation,
thould enjoy the fame privileges in the dif-
ferent countries mutually as in their own.

2. 'That there fhould be a free commu-

nication of tradeand navigation, between
the two Kingdoms, and the plantations

thereunto belonging.

3. 'That all Laws and Statutes in either

Kingdom contrary to the terms of the
Union, fhould be repealed.

The Queen vifited the Cc_;m'miﬂioners

twice, to haften their determination. At
length
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length every obftacle being removed, they
came to a final fettlement. The treaty
was concluded July 22d, 1706.

The treaty was prefented to the Queen
the next day, by the Lord-keeper, in the
name of the Englith Commiffioners: ano-
ther fealed copy of the fame, by the Scot-

tith Commiffioners. The Lord-keeper, and

. the Lord Chancellor of Scotland, (the Earl

of Seafield) each made an oration on the
prefenting it; to each of which, her Ma-
jefty made a moft gracious reply. ' The
fame day, an order of council was iffued,
that every perfon concerned in any dif-

~courfe, or libel; orin laying any wager re-

lating to the Union, fhould be profecuted
to the utmoft rigour of the law.

There then remained to have the treaty

: eonﬁrmedr by the different Parliaments;

but before we confider the fleps taken on
each fide, it may be proper to lay before
the reader, the fubftance of the ftipulations
of the treaty, more efpecially as they may
ferve as a fpecimen of what we may
expe relative to the intended Union with

. England.

Subftance
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Sulftance of the articles of the Unidon of 4

Great Britain.

¢« 1, The Kingdoms of Englan& :md
¢ Scotland to be pcrpetual]y united under
« the name of the Kingdom of  Great

¢ Britain.

« 5. The fucceflion to the CfoWn to be
« yefted in defcendents of the Ele&Qrefs,

« Princefs Sophia.

& 3. All bejC&S tO CD]OY the fan'ie Pri&
¢ yileges and advantages.

« 4. All fubje&é to have the fame al-

« lowances, encouragements and draw-
¢« backs, with refpe&t to Commerce and
« Cuftoms ; and to be under the fame prba
¢ hibitions, reftrictions and regulations.

¢ ¢, Scotland not to be charged with
“ the temporary duties on certain commo-

¢ dities.

« 6. The fum of £. 398,885 105 tO be
“granted to Scotland, as an equivalent for

« {uch parts of the cuftoms and excife,
¢ charged
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“ charged thereon, in confequence of the
¢ Union, as would be applicable to the pay-
““ ment of the debts of England; according
“to the proportion which the cuftoms

« and excife of Scotland bore to thofe
“ of England.

“~. As the revenues of England may
¢ encreafe, a farther equivalent fhall be
‘¢ allowed for fuch proportion of the faid
“ encreafe as fhall be applicable to the pay-
““ ment of the debts of England.

“8. The fum to be paid at prefent, as
“ well as the monies from future equiva-
“lents, fhall be employed in reducing the
“ Scottifh coin to a ftandard with the Eng-
“lifh coin; in paying off the capital and

- ““intereft to the Scottifh African Company,

“ which fhall be inftantly diffolved ; in dif-
“ charging the public debts of Scotland; and

“““1n encouraging manufa&ures and fith-

¢ eries, under the dire&ion of Commiffion-
“ers to be appointed by the Queen, and

¢ accountable to the Parliament of Great
¢ Britain,

D “g9. The
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“g9. The laws concerning public rights,
“ policy and civil government, fhall be the

“{ame throughout the united ngdom,
““and no alteration in the laws concerning’
« private rights fhall be made, except for

“ the evident utility of the fubje@s within
“ Scotland.

“10. The Scottith Courts of judicature
“ thall remain as heretofore, with the fame

‘¢ authority and . privileges: fubje&, how-
““ ever, to fuch regulations as may be made
“ by the Parliament of Great Britain.

““11. All heritable offices, {uperiorities,
“ heritable jurifdi&tions; offices for life, and
“jurifdi&tions for life, fhall be referved to
“ the owners as right of property, the fame

“as by the Scottith laws.

“12. The rights and privileges of the
“ Royal Boroughs fhall alfo remain.

 13. Scotland fhall be reprefented in
¢“ the Parliament of Great Britain by fixteen
‘“ Peers and forty-five Commoners, to be
“celected in the manner to be fettled by

¢t.the Scottith Parliament.
«14. All
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“14. All Peers of Scotland, and their
“ fuceeflors, fhéll, after the Union, « be
“ Peers of Great Britain, and have rank
“and precedency next after Peers of Eng-
‘““land, of like orders and degrees at the
““ date of the Union; and before all Peers
“of Great Britain, of like orders and de-
‘ grees created after the Union.

“15. Thefe Peers thall betried as Peers
“of Great Britain,‘ and enjoy all the privi-
“ leges as Peers, as fully as they are now
‘“enjoyed by the Peers of England; ex-
“ cept fitting in the. Houfe of Lords, and
“*the privileges_ depending thereon, and
“ particularly ‘the right of fitting on trials
““of Peers. ¢

“16. The Crown, Sceptre and Sword
“of State, of Scotland, with the records of
“ Parliament, and all Scottifh records, rolls

“and regifters, thall remain as they are in
“ Scotland.

“19. All laws and ftatutes in either
“Kingdom, inconfiftent with the terms
~“of this Union, fhall ceafe, and be declared
“void by the refpe@ive Parliaments.”

When
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When this treaty came to be confidered
in order, for confirmation, by the two
Parliaments, it underwent minute difcuf-
fion. The Scottith Parliament met the 3d
of O&ober i706, the Duke of Queenf-
berry being the High Commiffioner. Much
heat prevailed ; many commotions were
raifed in divers parts of Scotland. The
party called Cameronians (a more rigid fet
of Prefbyterians) fomented the tumults of
the people. In fome parts they took arms,
the houfe of Sir Patrick Johnfton, Provoft
of Edinburgh, was attacked, and his per-
fon fo greatly infulted, that, had he not
been protected by the military, he would
have been murdered ; merely becaufe, as
one of the Commiffioners, he had agreed
to and figned the treaty. However, by
prudent condu&, the infurgents were dif-
appointed in their views. The public were
gradually difabufed, and taught to confi-
der the Union as tending to the good of
their country; and convinced that what
the nation might lofe in point of pun&ilio
of honour, and extent of dignity (which
was more imaginary than real, and more

concerned a few individuals than the bulk
of

“<y
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of the people) would be more than com-
penfated by the great increafe of manu-
fa&ures, trade, and commerce, that would
be the undoubted confequence of an Union.
At length, after fome flight alteration, the

articles of the Union were accepted by the
Scottith Parliament.

The Englith Parliament met the 3d of
December 1706, and on the 28th of Jan.
1707, the Queen went to the Houfe of
Lords; and in her {peech, told them, that
the Scottifh Parliament had confirmed the
Union, on their part. In both Houfes
fome debates enfued. The Queen went to
the Lords, and was prefent at the difcuf-
fion that took place there on the 2gth of
February. The Bill paffed the Commons,
by a majority of 114, and the bufinefs was
finally fettled; and the Parliament was
prorogued 24th of April. The a& of Union
took place May 1, and both national Par-
liaments being diffolved, writs were 1{fued
for a general ele@ion; and the firft Parlia-

ment of Grear Britain, met on the 23d of
October 1707.

SECTION
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SECTION T1I

A fummary Cbm}bargﬁn betaween the State and
Circumjtances of Scotland at tbhe Union, and
at prefent. '

Lord Haverfham, fpeaking of the Scots,
in the debate on the Union, faid, of their
ftate at that time, that ¢ the nobility and
“ gentry of Scotland, were as learn=d and
“ brave as any nation of Europe, but ge-
“ nerally difcontented ; and that the com-
“ mon people were very numerous, very
“ ftout, and very poor.” The chara@er
was doubtle(s juft, and thofe qualities
were the main fources of the oppofition,
that was made to the Union. Learning
and bravery in the upper ranks produced
pride, which made them fear the Union
would leffen their rank and confequence ;
and the poverty of the common people
made them dread, that the little trade they
poflefled,  would be leflened. The Scot-
tith nobility at that time amounted to one
bundred and thirty-eight, of whom feven

were alfo Peers of England, therefore could
{fuffer



23
{fuffer nodegradation from the Union. Qut
of the remaining one bundred and thirty-ones
Jixteen were to be chofen to reprefent the
whole peerage; that is fomewhat above
one-eighth. At the prefent time the Scot-
tith Peerage, far from being degraded by
the Union, is become more refpe&able,

by being lefs numerous. A number of
titles are extin& ; fome others have merg-

ed into other titles, and {ome have been
forfeited; fo that the prefent Peerage of

Scotland aniounts only to eighty-five ; from
which, dedu& feventeen who have Englith
peerages, and it appeafts, that the fixteen
reprefent only fixzy-eight Scottith Peers,
(fomewhat above one-fourth of the whole
number.) Hence, the-dignity of the Scot-
tith Peerage; {o far from being degraded,
is rendered more honourable.

We have feen the flate of the Peerage,
before and fince the Union ;. let us now
advert torthat of the Commons.

Before the Union, there were eighty-nine
‘Commiffioners for the thirty-three Shires,
like our members for counties, and _fixzy-

Jeven

)
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feven Commiffioners for fixty-fix Boroughs,
Edinburgh having two, and the reft one
each. Thefle one bundred and fifty-fix mem-
bers were, by the articles of the Union,
reduced to f.rty-five; thatis to {ay, thirty
for Shires, and fifteen for Boroughs; and
as there were thirty-three Shires, fix of
them were united, and formed but three
in the reprefentation. In refpe& to the
fixty-fix Boroughs, Edinburgh {till {fends.
one member; but the fixty-five other Bo-
roughs are confolidated into fourteen;
fome comprehending five, and other four
Boroughs. Yet each in its turn has the pre-
eminence in election.

In like manner, the fears of the com-
mon people proved merely imaginary.
Before the Union, there were no expenfive
manufadures in Scotland, and its com-
merce was but little. The lower ranks
~ were held in vaflalage, the peafantry of
every clan being fubjeited to its chief-
tain. Hence, they were conftantly involv-
ed in petty wars and commotions. It was
only for the Barons and heads of clans, to

have animofities with each other; the
difputes
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difputes were generally decided by dint of
‘arms, and the vaffals of each were oblig-
ed to follow their lords whitherfoever they
chofe to lead them, though at the rifque
of life and limb. Behold now the contraft:
the flavith vaflalage is at an end: _Capi-
tal manufa&tures have been eftablifhed.
The linens, cottons, muflins and cambricks
manufaQured in fundry parts, efpecially
at Paiﬂy, ‘give bread to great numbers:
and the iron works at Carron, are now ex-
tenfive, and employ more hands than any
other of that kind in-all Europe. Fifh-
efies are improved ; and commerce is car-
ried on to the ports of the Baltic, Holland,
JFrance, Spain, Portugal, and the whole
range of the Mediterranean. This change
is owing to-the encouragement given to
induftry, to the encreafe of capital confe-
quence thereon, and to the taking off the
many reftriCtions under which they la-
boured from England. | 'The country has
- alfo affumed a new face. Fine roads have
been ‘made, and canals cut to facilitate the
tranfport of commodities; and the num-
ber of houfes have encreafed above one

E third
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third in the whole Kingdom. Edinburgh,
the capital, has been extended on all fides,
fumptuous bridges have been “erected, ele-
gant fquares laid out; beautiful fireets
traverfe the north and fouth of the old City,
and houfes that emulate palaces, v(fith
fplendid public buildings, proclaim the ad-
vantages that have refulted from the Union.
The like encreafe may be feen-i_n Glafgow,
and fundry other cities and large towns.

The religion eftablithed in Scotland, and
the laws and courts of ecivil and criminal
jurifdi&ion, fuffered no change from the
Union : they remain in full force, and ftill
fubfift with all their authority, rights, and
privileges. Some few only of .the ftate
and crown offices were abolithed, and
moft of the old eftablithments continue to
this day. ‘

SECTION

" AL N L N e
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" SECTION IIL.
An enumeration of the chief objections that
may be brought againft an Union of Ireland

with Great Britain; with an examination
of their force and validity.

The objeions that have been . ffarted

- againft an Union, are many. _Men of dif-
ferent ranks, ftations, and occupations,
have each urged their rea-fons, as party and

fclf-intereft have prompted ; the principal
objetions are thefe :

In refpe@ to the Irith nobility, it is ob-
jected that zbesr birth-right of being the
bereditary counfellors of the crown, will be
taken away from all who may not be elefted to

reprefent the Irifh "Peemge, in the united
Parliament ; letthis obje@ion be examined.

The Irifh Peerage amounts at this day

to one bundred and ninety-nine  Temporal
 Peersy(fetting afide the Spiritual Peers ;) of
 thefe forsy, by having alfo Britifh Pecrages,
cannot lofe any dignity, neither can they

be
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be eleGed to reprefent the Peerage of this
kingdom, to the remaining number will be
one bundred and fifty-nine. Now as fixteen
were held a proper proportion to reprefent
the one bundred and twenty-one Sceftifh
Pecers, a fimilar proportion of the oze bun-
dred and fifty-nine cannot be lefs than
twenty-four ; then it appears there will be

- fixty-four Irifh Peers fitting in the Parlia-

ment of the empire; and from the number
of abfentees, it has frequently happened,
that mot more than that number has been
fitting and voting in_the Irith Houfe of
Lords, on fome of the moft important
queftions; and is it not obvious, that
the intereft of ‘Ireland will be as well pro-
moted in the one, as in the other, in either
gen=ral, or particular and local points ? But
@ill, it is faid, that although fo many will
be clected, the remainder who may either

lofe the ele@ion, or not be put in nomina-

tion, ‘will thereby lofe fome rights and pri-
vilegesy which, without the Union, they would
retain : The only privileges the unele&ted
Peers can lofe, will be thofe of fitting in
Parliament, and on the trial of a Peer,

every other of rank, privilege, precedency,
and
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-and {nviolability of perfon, (except in cafes
of breach of the peace) will be continued
and confirmed. Nay, they will be extend-
ed beyond the limits of Ireland, In Bri-
tain Aitherto an Irith Peer, unlefs he 1s alfo
a Peer of Great Britain, is not privileged
from arrefts in ciyvil aclions, and 1s not
above the rank of a Commoner. As feveral
Irith Peers are ele@ed to the Britith Com-
mons, after an Union the cafe will be al-

* tered ; and an Irith Peer, though not a re-

vrefentative’ of the Irith Peerage in the
united Parliament, will enjoy perfonal
privileges throughout'the whole empire ;
and though not fuccefsful in one election
by his fellow Peers, may yet be fo in ano-
ther. Befides; as“no Irith Peer can be
created hereafter, in a few years the prefent

number will be diminithed, and continue

to diminifh; thus gradually becoming more
refpetable from their paucity: Another
falutary end will be anfwered from this
very /Circumftance :—it has @ot unfre-
quently been urged, and with a manifefk
degree of acrimony, that the Pecrage of .
Ire]a-nd was too numerous ; was conftantly

increafing; was beftowed on fome, who
| had
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had no kind of pretenfion by charaQer or
fervices, to be ennobled—Nay, it has been
faid, (how truly we cannot fay,) that fome |
Peerages have been purchafed. By an Union
all difcontent, or inve&ive on this hcad
will totally and immediately ceafe.

It is alfo objeGted, that the taking away
the Irith Parliament, wil/ be prejudicial to
" Juch perfons as bave influence in the election of
reprefentatives for counties, ‘or a patronage
of boroughs. 'That it will deprive electors of
their right of franchife, and take away the
Jalaries and profits of all the officers and’ fer-
vants, depen'daﬂt of both  Houfes of Parlia-
ment. 'That an Union will avert thefe ef-
feGs, ina certain degree, muft be acknow-
ledged ; but it is worth while to examine
candidly, how far thefe effe@s will be of
injury,' or benefit to the nation at large.

The conflitution fays, that all ele@ions
thould have the free choice of the ele@ors ;
and that no Peer ought to have any influ-
_ence, or eoercive power in the choice of

any reprefentative. If fo, the ufe of any

mﬂuence or nomination, is a breach of the -
conftitution ;
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conflitution ; and any fleps taken to remedy
that breach, muft be 'praifc-worthy. g
thould be alfo remembered, that Com-
moners of Ireland muft be fent to reprefent
the Commons of the kingdom, in the united
Parliaments ; therefore, there will ill be
ele€ions - of Knights, Citizens, and Bur-

. gefles, in proportion to what there are at
prefent. If we may conclude, that the
mode adopted at the Union with Scotland
‘will be followed in an Union with Ireland ;
then we may fay, that as the eighty-nine
members for fhires were proportioned to
thirty; and the Sixty-feven members for
boroughs, proportioned to JSifteen ; (that is
Jorty-five prefent members in the place of
one bundred and fifty-fix, who fat formerly ;)
{o our prefent #hree bundred, will probably

be reprefented by feventy-five members ;
therefore no man will lofe-his ele@ive fran-

chife; for if, asin Scotland, any two {mall
counties may be confolidated, and fend but
one member; the freeholder of each county
muft fhill have his vote. In like manner
though two, three, or more boroughs may

be united, the rea] cletors of each muft
have his vote alfo,

The
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The boroughs! the rotten boroughs,

ought to be abolithed ! This has for many
years been the outcry of the framers of Par-

liamentary Reform:. Surely then, ifan
Union, by uniting the {imall, unconfequén-
tial boroughs, and thercby extending” the
number of burgefles who elet; takesaway
the caufe of repeated clamout, agd is in
effe@ providing fo far in the road of Re=
form, itought to, be received with plea-
fure, by every man, of what degree {oe-
ver, who was fincere 1n his oppofition: to

boroughs.

But it is alfo faid, that every Peer or
Gentleman whohas.patronage, and there-
by can nominate to a feat in Parliament,
however, that momination may be deemed
an evil ; yet, as it is his property, it ought
not to be taken from him without paying
him for. that property. And accordingly
fome of the moft popular advocates for Par-
liamentary Reform, have calculated how
much money fhould be raifed to pay, what
they called borough owners. " The value of
cach borough has been eftimated at 12,000l.

) ’ 1f
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If this is now held as proper, the expence
of this pért of Reform will be great indeed.
But, fetting afide the propriety or uncon-
ﬂitﬁtionality of borough patronage, two
things deferve confideration : Firft by what
means the owner came by that property ?
whether by defeent or purchafe 2’ If by the
firft, he can fuffer no. wrong, if he is de-
prived of it, without any recompence ; for
no perfon can juftly inherit a right of com-
mandinga freeman to vote for this, or that
candidate. But if he has purchafed the
‘property, that is fuppofed to convey to the
buyer, 2 power of nomination, as there is,
no doubt, but that confideration enhances
the quantum of the purchafe. Juftice may
- probably allow of the re-imburfement of
the money he has paid over and above the
real intrinfic value of the eflate he has
bought. But'yet the price muft be greatly
diminifhed by the ‘confideration, that {uch
boroughs aswill be united, and others can-
not demand fuch a price, as if they were
totally annihilated.

In regard to the lofs of falaries and pro-
fits of the officers and fervants of Parlia-

F ment,
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ment, that will be a real grievance to the
individual lofers; but none to any others,
or to the nation at large : and it is a conftant
maxim in politics, that the intereft of the
whole is to be preferred to that of any part.
The falaries and profits in queftion, are
very confiderable, and are all paid out of
the public money.  The falaries alone of
both Houfes amount to near 17,000l. a
year, befides the fees; and when the ex-
pence of flationary, printing, lights, build-
ings, repairs and other contingencies are
confidered, the faving to the nation will
probably be above se@secol. a2 year, and
there will be doubtlefs places and employ-
ments cnough remaining to reimburfe to
deferving individuals what they may lofe by
the Union. '

But it is farther objeCed, an Union with
Britain will be the defiruction of Irifh Com-
merce, Trade, and Manufaltures. Can any
man be really ferious in making fuch an
obje@ion? Surely he cannot, if in his
found fenfes.  This muft be only thrown
out. to-deceive the unthinking multitude.
By the treaty with Scotland, the natives

of




of both nations became one people, * to
“ enjoy equally the fame privileges and ad-
“ vantages, the fame allowances, encou-
“ ragements and drawbacks, with refpe&.,
“ to commerce, and cuftoms, and to be un-
“ der the /ame prohibitions, reftriGions, and
“ regulations.” It is not within the bounds
of the moft unenlightened imagination, to
conceive but the Union with Ireland will
be, nay muft be on fimilar terms. The
moment the treaty is confirmed, every
fhackle on Irith commerce will be un-
loofed ; a perfe& reciprocity of imports and
exports of Britith and Irith produce and
manufaGures will be mutually eftablifh-
ed: we fhall hear no more of Britifh re-
firitions on the commerce of Ireland ; of
which, complaints have been long and fer-
vently made. * 'The manufaQures of each
will be received mutually by the other,
with no other preference than what may
arife from the fuperior goodnefs of the ar-
ticles. No more than port duties will be
demanded. .= Dublin will pay no more for
~ importing goods from London than from
Cork—coafting duties alone will prevail
on aught but foreign goods, or in foreign
bottoms—no more crying out for protect-

Iﬂg
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ing duties; no more need for non-importa-
tion fchemes. The commerce of Ireland,
equally with that of Britain, will extend
to and from every quarterrof the globe‘.
Commerce being unlimited, will extend
manufa&tures, population follows trade,

‘and .agriculture, the bafls of trade, will

advance with rapid ftrides. -

Well! obje& fome. If all that has been
urged be allowed, and fhould we grant,
that the kingdom at large will be bene-
fitted, yet faking away the Parliament will
be the deflruction of Dublin. 'That fome
{peculative builders will find a temporary
flop put to carrying Dublin to the eaftward,
to the already depopulation of the weftern
part of the city; and to the erefting fix or
{even-flory-high palaces, tothe exclufion of
the middle ranks of the people, is granted.
That a check will be given to the deftruc-
tive cuftom indroduced within the laft fifty
years of exadling heavy fines for boufes,
which has had the moft baneful effects on
many honeft and induftrious fhopkeepers,
and by eating up their capitals, has induced
more bankruptcies, than all other caufes

put together, is alfo granted. But where
15



is the harm of all this to the public? Ava-

ricious and {peculative individuals may find

themfelves fomewhat difappointed; but

that thence Dublin will be ruined, does not
follow.—Dublin will ftill be the feat of the
King’s deputy 5 it will flill be the feat of
equity and law; it will continue the feat
of fcicnce; the centre of the military de-
partment; the great depdt of arms; the
grand receipt of the revenue ; the ecelefiafti-
cal department ; and courts of Dublin, and
the whole kingdom ; the ftamp-office ; the
poft-office ; the national bank; the muni-
cipality and guilds; the commercial efta-
blithments ; and all the feveral charitable
eftablithments, will ftill remain, with their
dependent offices'; and the multitudes of
perfons who fubfift thereon ; all this muft
neceflarily be fupported in Dublin, which
joined to the.influx of people which an
extended commerce will bring to the capi-
tal, will ftill render Dublin as populous as
it ever was, and fully balance the abfence
of about one hundred perfons, which the

Union will oblige to a temporary refidence
in Britain.

The



The above will be the probable comfe-
quences of an Union, and more it would be
premature to confider, till the exa&@ terms
of the treaty fhall be known ; then will be
the time to dwell more minutely on each
article. Some other early objections befides
thofe here enumerated, are certainly in cir-
culation, which are here paffed over, asnot
deferving, at prefent, to be anfwered ; as
they feem to be made, merely to fwell the |
account, and endeavour to make number
compenfate for weight.

THE END.




