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Lol 1 B Ry cE,

DEeaRr Sir,

1 HE honour you have done me in

defiring to know my {entiments upon

fome important occafions, in which the
Interefts of the Bar in Ireland have
been involved during the laft fifteen
years, ‘eéncourages me to offer a very
few plain Obfervations to your confi-
deration, refpe@ing an Union between
Great-Britain and Ircland, as far as it
refpe&s the Interfls of the Profeflion
of the Law at large, on your fide of

8t. George’s Channel.
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Being at fome diftance from London
during the Chriftmas vacation, 1 learn
merely from New{papers, that a meet-
ing has been held to confider of this
Subjed, in which it was almoft una-
nimoufly -agreed, that fuch an Union
would be difadvantageous to our Pro-
feflion in Ireland.. You may recollect
that I argued with a _degi‘ec of warmth,
which nothing but your Good-nature
could have juftified, againft taking away
the Appeal and Wit of Error from
Ireland to England. When you de-
fired my {entiments in- wrif%fg upon
that fubje@, I then forqtold, that the
Valie of Irifh Security, even the beft,
would be greatly depreciated in the
eyes of the Englifh Capitalifts; and I
remember, after having reafoned on the

more important parts of the {ubje&,
~that
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that I exprefled a hope, that no mean
and wretched confideration of intercept-
ing a few briefs on their way to Eng-
land, had any fhare in guiding the
Opinions of fuch Members of ParIia-—
ment as were Lawyers; hoping that
they were fufficiently acquainted with
the real foundation of their own prof-
perity, namely, tbe general advancement
of the Country in Commerce and in Agri-
culture. 1 obferved to you, that if the
continuance of the Appeal and Writ of
Error fhould facilitate the lending of
a portion of the increafing Britith Ca-
pital in Ireland, the regulating and
prote@ing hand of the Law would be
required in proportion to its produdtive
effe@s in Ireland, and the affiftance of
the Minifters of that Law reqmrcd in
the fame proportlon

Perfons
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Perfons of great confideration in your =
Country have informed me, that little
Englifh Capite;l has been lent in_[Ire-
land fince that period; and, that as
to profeflional profits arifing from Ap-
péals and Writs of Error, thefe have
never amounted to fo much as went
to pay for powdering the Tye-wigs in

the Four-courts.

The furprife with which I read the
refult of “your" deliberations, in the
Newl{papers, “was the greater, becaufc
" in every company, which has hap-
pened to converfe on this fubject in
my prefence, it had besn without dif-
cuflion aflumed as a thing which could
not poflibly ' be controverted, that the
landed Intereft, the mercantile profel-

fion, and the Profeffors of the Law,
muft
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muft be gainers by fuch an event
beyond all power of prefent calcu=
lation. It amazed myfclf and others
when We. found, that part of a Pro-
pofition which appearcd to us fo ma-
nifeftly plain one way, and infeparable
from the reft, fhould appear’ equally
manifeft to a large and “.enlightened
body of men the other way. Of two
opinions diametrically oppofite the one
to the other, holden by two fets of
men converfant with the fubject, one
muft be ‘pe'rfc&l'y erroneous. I will en-

deavour to fhew that the miftaken rea-

{oning lies with you ; and, although no

Englith Barrifter is perfonally interefted
in the point, I fhall be happy, for the
fake ‘of truth, to have it fhewn, if
you Ahall be of that opinion, and able

{Q
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fo to do, that the miftaken reafoning

lies with me.

No account has yet been given“ to
the Public (I fpeak from Newfpépers
only) of the media through: which the
Profeflion in Ireland arrived at their
conclufion, of an Union 'béing hoftile
to their Interefts: I muft, therefore,
endeavour to guefs at them, and hav-
ing confidered them fhortly, fhall pro-
ceed through my own media ‘to fhew
the vaft advantage of it to all Branches

of the Profeflion in general,

But firft, Sir, I muft take a very
fhort view of the conftitution of your
Bar, as contrafted with that of Wefl-
minfter-Hall, in order to thew that as

far as regards the Bar, the obje&ions

to
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to an Union proceed from fome vices
in that Conflitution, of which I muft

be permiticd to {peak freely.

Your education for the {ober, accu-
rate and laborious profeflionof an Ad-
vocate begins among you, by attendance
for a year or two at the Temple. You
and I know well, how few of thofe
Students are really intent on their Stu-
dies. - Pleading “and* conveyancing, I
have very feldom known ferioufly ftu-
died by the Students of your Country.
On ‘their return to Ireland, they are,

in no long fpace of time, called to the

‘Bar, and no fmall portion of them, be-

fore £htir underftandings are matured
by anfwermg cafes, or condu&mg, or
aﬁiﬁmg in condudting 1mportant caufes,
bcforc they have laid in any well-digefted

4

{tore

|
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{ftrore of Principles to be re_é&y, as
current Coin, or have fixed any fots of
leading cafes in their memory, get
«rumbling into defultory argument at the
Bar, without good Method, or any di-
re&t quod ¢ff demonfirandum, in view, and
having talked long and loud, are not

a little commended by every one who

" knows. nothing of the matter. Thus

eminently {uccefsful, our young Hor-
TENSIUS i _folicited to accept of a feat
in Parliament; he does fo at the en-
fuing Ele&ion, comes into the Houfe
of Commons in Ireland with the for-
midable appéllation of Counfellor, difplays
his unchaftifed reafoning and ill—digcﬂcci

learning, day after day, and becomes

vthat mongrel kind of thing which 1s

neither Lawyer or Statefman, as one

often fees two very good things put
together
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together which made one very bad one.
Men of this defcription are certainly
Barriffers, and, as fuch, entitled to z
*Voice in every meeting of the Profef-
fion at large. They are not, however,
what Lord Coke emphatieally calls
“ Jad and difcreet Lawyers;” to men of
the former defcription, a Parliament at
hand, which furnithes an Arena for a
fort of Prize-fighting, is certainly of
confiderable value, becaufe, by parlia-
mentary intrigue, ‘the,y may be prema-
turely placed in fome tolerably-pro-
fitable flation in the Profeffion.

You obferve that I divide the Bar
in Ir;:l.a_xld into. BARRISTERs, and
LawyErs. Now the mere Barrifter
(as T.ufe the word) is, in my judg-
ment, a member of Society very detri-

C mental
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mental to its true Interefts. He con-
founds feparate objects of ftudy .and
purfuit, at a period of life when they
thould be kept feparate and diftin&,
and never after can be perfe& in
either. His influence, bufile, and tinfel
fparkling, enable him to ufurp the place
of the Lawyer, who is greatly injured

by his manceuvres, and parliamentary

{upport.

'That fuch men therefore, Sir, will
a& as men fighting for their only fup-
port and means of advancement, I
can ca*ﬁlly conceive ; and they are fight-
ing pro aris et focss. But let me turn
a little towards the Lawyers. By the
Lawyers I mean the men, who, though
comparatively few, have laboured with

- diligence, who have toiled through the
laborious
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laborious department of caufes for years ;
who argue with concifenefs and to a
point ; who ﬁléntly .acquire the efteem
of the Bench, and of thofe who
underftand the fubje@; and who, when
~ they have acquired the reputation of
men of gravity and weight, come into
Parliament to affift on more important
occafions. 1 fpeak of Tifdals, Ma-
lones, Fitz-Gibbons (Father and Son),
Yelvertons, Wolfes, &c. &c. Waill not
the field be eleared for future Lawyers of
their defcription, and the few Prizes
which the Profeflion affords, be far
more within their reach, when the ex-
pe&ants on parliamentary 'afliftance are
reduced in number, or are no more?
and will not the Public be moft ef-
fentially benefited by that redu&ion or
annihilation ?

What
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What proportion of thofe whom I
have ftiled L.awyers, have -(_iiﬁ'ented
from an Union at theMecting- '\l have
alluded to, does not appear; but if

cver men voted for a fcif-denying or-

dinance, they have certain]‘y done
fo, if they difapproved of an Union
on that occafion.  Before, however, I

place any reliance on the fenfe of that

mecting, {o far as it confifted of the Ad-

vocates, I muft. know, what proportion
the Barrifters bore to the real Ljiwyers,
and what number of the real Lawyers,
that is, the juft and true Candidates
for perfonal Employment and hfgh Of-
fice, fo declared themfelves. Of the
other 'department in the Profeffion,
namely, that of Solicitors and Attor-
‘nies, I fay nothing partlcular in this

~place, as much of my own reafoning
~ upon

e
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upon the fubje@ will be addrefled to

" them, to which I immcdiately pro-

ceed.

I affume it without any apology as
an dxiom, that if Ireland were diftin-
guifhable from Great-Britain by no
other circumflance, than that a tra-
veller muft add to his pofling, a few
hours paffage.. by fea; .that kingdom
rich in cultivated, “and perhaps more
fo in uncultivated foil, bleft alfo with
a mild climate, muft increafe in Wealth
and Population \n_a proportion beyond

any thing We have heard of, even in

America.

Thc Capital' of Great-Britain has in-

creafcd to a fize incredible ; when peace

'-fhall come, fome of thofe channels

Wthh ufed to abforb much of it, will

not

™
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not be open in the dcgfcc they havé
heretofore been, I mean the Weft-In-
dies. Good and found fecurity will be
at hand, without rifk of knavifh Over-
feers and Attornies, hurricam;:s, dry
feafons, long and circuitous litigations,
&c. &c. Six per cent in Ireland, with
ultimate Juftice in the united Parlia-
ment, will draw to freland a very
large. portion of the wnwieldy Englith
Capital.

What will be the effe&? I venture
to fay no lefs than, that in thirty or
forty years after peace fhall be reftored

to Ireland, and all diftin&ion between

her and Great-Britain done away, the

whole face of the Country will be

changed. T will give a powerful inftance

of

N A st e B
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of the fudden and lafting advantage
produced in our own time, by the ope-
ration even of a meretricious Capital
making its appearance for a fhort time

only.

When the famous Ayr Bank dege-
nerated from its original purpofe, an
immenfe fadtitious Capital, in paper-
money, inundated Scotland, circulated
without difficulty for fome years, and
performed all the offices of real Cafh.
The effe@ was, that during this tem-
porary wealth, the whole face of the
country was improved in a moft fur-
prizing degree.. ‘The individual Pro-
prietors loft a great deal in the end,
and the Public gained a very great and
lafting advantagc. Englifth Capital by

no
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no means finds its way into Scotland
readily, by means of Loan, by reafon
of fome difference in the laws refpe@-
ing landed fecurities in the two Coun-
tries, which will not be' the cafe as
between England and“Ireland ; and yet
in feventy “years Glafgow has become
a City fo confiderable,  that it is doubted
whether Glafgow, Liverpool, or Briftol
rank next to the port of London in
bufinefs and wealth. Round the Muf-
lin Manufa&ory, land lets at five and
fix pound-s an acre. It 1s familiar to |
afk, whether you have been in Scot-
land =~ within thefe fifteen or twenty
years? If you anfwer no ; the reply is,
¢ believe me you would not know it
again it i1s fo improved.” Let me then,
Sir, put this plain queftion to your
common {enfe: Can the wvariety of

. fubject-
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fubje@-matter over which municipal
laws operate, increafe, without an in-
creafe of employment to all thofe con-
cerned in the adminiftration of thofe
municipal Laws, from the Great-feal
down to the Tipﬁaﬁ’? Muft not con-
tracts of every defcription, fettlements
of every defcription, and all'thc trarifac-
tions of men take place with refpe@
to this new-created property, if I may

fo call it, as well as with refpe& to

the old?

The vaft proportion of the richeft
]and‘in the world which remains to be
drained, inclofed, &c.; 'The vaft com-
muhie_;_;tidn—s which remain to be made
from lake to lake, and from great ri-

ver to. great river, dazzle and confound

' _mc;'with the profpe&t of the vaft in-

D creafe
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creale of fubjc&-rnattcr, which muft
arife from the Law of Propg?tx to
work upon. You may as well imagine,
my good friend, that population can in-
creafe without an increafe, of profit
to Shoemakers and Taylors, as that a
country can  climb lfro.r‘n a low to a
high ftate of Agriculture and Commerce
without . raifing the Stocks, (as we fay
in Weftminfter-Hall) of the Four-courts,

ten fo]d._ :

Commerce and -Agriculture have been
ﬁ\amcfully negle&cd till within thefe laft
fifty years in Great-Britain. Is it not
notorlous that the King’s-Bench Stocks

2% ._"(as thcy are humorouﬂy called) bore no

25 ‘proparmn fifty years ago to _their pre-

mioft readlly believe it (becaufe, ac-
: cording

e
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cording to my principles, it cannot pof-

‘..-»'

fibly be otherwife) that the. gcneral
gains of the Bar at Edinburgh, have,
fince the Union, gradually kept pace
with the vaft improvement and great
wealth of the Country. “This is really
too plain a point to argue upon far-
ther. Lawyérs thrive in rich paftures,

not in fandy deferts; nor in bogs.

But, Sir, I will.own to you that al-
though I was. greatly furprifed at read-
ing that the Barj.including the Lawyers,
had reprobated 'an Union; yet, that I

was tenstimes more furprifed, when I

read in-this very day’s Paper, that this

1 fccmca‘ to be the fentiments of Ar-

TORN'IBS and SovrLrciToRrs. Now Sir,

the {ubje@-matter of the employment

Of"‘ithofc Members of the Profeflion, is

quicquid
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quicquid égum‘ bowines. 1 fhould think
it a moft incontrovertible. propoﬁti"oé,
that if you increafe the cmployment‘of"
a Country ten fold, you will increafc
the employment of this neceffary body
of men perhaps much more than ten fold,
I remember fomcwhcré in  Dodfley’s
colle@ion, fome lines. from a young
Lady to her brother, on being called ta
the Bar, in which fhe fuppofes, that,
“ Purfes and Maces float before his
eyes.” I really thould have thought,
that on the .bare mention of a Juncs
tion between. England and Ireland on
a pcrfe&ly equal footing as to Com-
merce and Agriculture, Canal Bills, In-
clofure Bills, vaft Drainages, Leafes with
various provifions to encourage firft Te- bra
nants, Bonds and Mortgages, Agree-

ments, &c. &c. &c. would have floated
before
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before the eyes of cevery  Solicitor in
Dublin, I thould have thought that
Policies, Charter-parties, &o. would not
have efeaped his imagination ; and, that
as the Sea-port Towns and others, grow

- in profperity in Ireland, his Agency from

the country would have appeared 1 thing

likely to increafe rapidly in wvalge,

Thus, Sir, have I thrown out with
perfe&t frecdom, not my fentiments on! ¥
but thofe that are current in the focicty
which Tlive in, non meus bi Sermo
but ‘merely what I have never heard
dlfputcd

One thing indeed I have omitted. It
is faid that your Bar is of opinion, that
the profcﬂion will bear a large fhare
of thc lofs of preﬁt by the. depopulation

of
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of Dublin, in the event of an. Union

of the two Parliaments.'

The habits of your mind, unlefs you
are greatly altered withinia few years,
will, I know, lead you_ to prefer one
flout fad, to a thoufand arguments 4

prz'ari. |

' In feventy years. Edinburgh has added
to its old, Tewn two moft - beautiful
and ~magnificent addi\tions‘ which may '
well be .called Cities, inhabited by a
great n.umber of the opulent’ Nobility
and Gentry of the Country. The
Courts of Juflice, the Univerfity, and -
the feveral literary Bodiés, furnifh one
of the beft and moft rational focieties
in Europe. A Winters campaign 10
London is not, in point of expence,

 _ within

~
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within the compafs of many who live
very handfomely during the Winter in
Edinburgh; and, at the fame time,
educate and introduce their GChildren
to good Cofnpany. It is nét/a’ tran-
fient expedition to London, that will
incorporate any one into ‘the firft {o-
cicties there; wherefore, few Scotch fa-
milies undertake them. Why, Sir,
thould not this be the: natural courfe
of things with réfpe@ to Dublin ? That
Capital will have all the attractions that
lt_eamcd? and good fociety can give.
Few Sir  Francis Wronghead’s, not in

Parliamc.nt;, will take this enormous

» ]ourncy., in-order to be in reality in a

more contracted fociety than they would
cn_]oy in Dublin, amidft their old ac-
quamtance,- relations, and friends; and

that

’l'..’
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that too at double the expence. Isvit
not much more probable that, as Ire-
land by general improvement a'équ%fes
2 more univerfal competence than the
at prefent enjoys; the number of per-
fons who will be able ‘to afford a re-
fidence in Dublin, ‘will tincreafe very
faft? but, that perfons of overgrown
wealth, who pant for a London Win-
ter, will be compafaﬁvcly very few in
number, and. néver will be fo many
25 to affe@ the local profpérify of Dub-
in? The fame caufes which have made
Edinburgh increafe to fo great a de-
gree, - muft operate in Ireland, if it be
true that the fame caufes will ever
produce the fame effe@s; and, to that
I truft, rather than to any defponding

fpcculations.

‘Having
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Having given you my opinion on
this fubjed, as far as it refpects the
profeflion of the Law in Ireland, per-

mit me to add, that. Ireland has now

an opportunlty, which may never again

- occur, of becommg one of the firft

countries in the world. How far an Unien
1s or is not deneficial #o England, 1 think
is much more problematical ; and, perhaps
I may take an opportumty of fhewing,
that this meafure; however beneficial
to Ireland, is not lightly to be acceded
to on the part of England, and defire
you will not confider me as pledged
to any opinion on the general queftion
as far as.it relates to Great-Britain. Be-
ing unwilling that any {mall point,

(fuch as the intereft of any particular

E profeffion)
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profeflion) {hould be fo palpably mif-
anderftood, as I think it has been  in
Ireland, I have put this much upon
paper, but whether the expefted tran-
quillity of Ireland and its future wealth
and profperity, may, or may not be dearly
purchafed by Great-Britain, by reafon
of the important changes which a junc-
tion of Parliaments may occafion, n
the frame of her own Conftitution, are
grave and weighty points, on which I
. am difpofed, till better advifed, more
than to doubt; and muft hear much
more, than~1 have yet done to {atisfy
me, that a mine may not now be form-
ing, if 1t be true, that an Union of the
two Parliaments is ferioufly intended,

which may f{pring at a diftant day,

and

SRl TR L
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and totally deftroy that delicate balance

on the prefervation of which the ex-
iftence of our Conftitution wholly de-

pends. I am,

, DEAR SIR,

Your very faithful, and

Very obedient Servant,

Lowpox, ek $a Py B

December the 2gth,
1798.

TH& ENB.
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