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L E T T E R ,  & c .

Edinburgh, December 1798*

M y  d e a r ---------- ,

Ï t h a n k  you heartily for the Pamphlets you  lately 

fent me, on the interefting queftion which occupieSj 

at prcient, the public attention on your fide o f  the 

wíter. I have perufed them with care, and, although 

you m ay naturally think, that you and I, as Scots

m en,  have no great call to take a keen fide in that 

queftion, I own to you ,  I have felt an indignant 

fpecies o f  mortification, in obferving the material 

argument drawn from the a i lu a l  experience o f  the 

Union o f Scotland with England, treated with fuch 

grofs mifreprefentation o f  Fac\s, as muft arife either 

from the profoundeft ignorance o f  the a& ual  ftate o f  

this country, or from a determined fpirit o f  Faififica- 

tion. A s a  L o v e r  o f  T r u t h ,  I fhould feel m yfelf  

f irongly tempted, even on points o f  a mere fpecula- 

tive nature, to ftand forward and correfl; any mif- 

ftatement which I faw boldly  made in oppofition to 

I ' a d s ;  but on a queftion o f  this nature, where the

x interdis
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írrtereíís o f  thoufands are involved, when I perceive 

that queftion argued on the one fide, upon a bafis 

o f  Error, or of Ignorance, I hold it to be the indif- 
penfable duty of  every good man, to corredt, if he 

can, that Error, and diflîpate that ignorance.

T h e  experiment already made of the Union of 

Scotland with England, is ju f t ly  confidered as de- 
ferving o f  the greateft: weight, in the difcuflion of 

this fimilar meafure with regard to our fifter-king- 

dom. I perceive that many o f  your anti-union pam

phlets, proceed on aíTuming it as a Fafl: that the 
profperity and happinefs of Scotland has declined 

fince the Union; and that the Scots, fince the aban

donment of  their independent Legislature, are not 

only a degraded, but an oppreifed, and an impove- 

rifhed people. One of your anti-union Patriots, 

tells his countrymen, that, “  Scotland is reduced, for 

“  want of fpecie, to three-penny and fix-penny bank- 

“  notes ; that fince the Union, Edinburgh is beg- 

“  gared, and depopulated ; and that Churchill’s 

“  Prophecy o f  Famine, gives a true pifture of  the 

“  a&ual ftate o f  the country.” Another writer on 
the fame fide of  the queftion, but poiTeiTed o f  a little 

more information, admits that in fome points Scot

land has improved fince the Union \ but this im

provement, fays he, we ought not to attribute to 
that Event, “  It may with more propriety be faid 

“  that Scotland has improved, notwithftanding the

“  Union,’’



«  Union •  for as to the real confequences o f  

that meafure, he allures his cou n trym en  that 

“  Scotland has ever found in the Britifti Legifla- 

ture, not the fofiering hand o f  a natural parent, 

“  but the negleit  o f  a fiep-mother.” W h o  ought to 

know  beft the truth or falfehood o f  thefe ftate- 

ments; an Irifhman, or a Scotfman ? I have no 

doubt that every Irifhman o f  ordinary knowledge, 

or information, will treat them with contempt or 

ridicule: but unfortunately, the great mafs o f  a 

people have not that knowledge or information, 

and will implicitly believe what they are confi

dently told, while it coincides with their ow n  pre

judices.— L e t  a Scotfman therefore give  them a few 

plain, but ftriking Truths,  in confutation o f  thofe 

falfehoods with which their minds are poifoned, 

and their judgm ents perverted. L e t  them attend 

to the following F a ils, which will fhew them the 

advantages that Scotland has a d u a l ly  derived from 

her U nion with England : and let them obferve 

that progreflive improvement,  which fince that 

period has taken place in every circumftance o f  

national welfare and profperity. T h e  inference 

will be unavoidable. Ireland, relatively to Great 

Britain, ftands very  nearly in the fame predica

ment, as Scotland to England, before the Union. 

A  great proportion o f  the inhabitants o f  Scotland,

when
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when the queftion of  an Union was agitated, felt 

the fame fears, entertained the fame jealoufy, and 

were influenced by the fame prejudices that prevail 

with a part o f  the people of  Ireland againft her 
Union. T h e  meafure therefore met with the keen- 
eft oppofition. But reafon prevailed againft pre
judice ; the Union was carried into effeóh T im e  
has given to that great experiment, the moft com- 

pleat afcertainment o f  its efficacy -, and happy 
has it been for this country, as every Scotfman 

will now honeftly avow : happy has it been for 

Great Britain, as every friend to the general inte- 

refts o f  the Empire will candidly and gratefully 

acknowledge.

“  Particular Faits”  (fays Lord Chief Juftice 

Hale) “  give a greater demonftration than a hun- 

“  dred notional arguments can either evince or con- 

“  fute." I propofe very briefly to ihew, from 

fa ils , that the confequences of the Union of  Scot

land with England have been moft beneficial to 

the former country : to prove, in confutation of 

the aiTertions in fome of  the late Irifh publications, 

“  that Scotland has been beggared, and impove- 

“  rifhed fince the Union that her advancement 

in every circumftance o f  national profperity, has 

been progreffive, rapid, and moft extenfive ; and 

that England, inftead of  fhewing towards her (as is
afferted)



f e r t e d ) ,h '  ° '  » ^ p -m o th er, has aihla(t
behaved to her l i fe  a mofl indulgent parent. *

w  J , h  f ?  ^  S “ " a" d * ilh refpeil  to Polil^ l
wealth, before the Union, is afcertained with the m- 

moft preciilon from the following document :

A t  a meeting o f  the Convention, o f  the Royal 

Boroughs of  Scotland, on the 9 th o f  July ,  l6

Commiffioners were appointed to vifit each o f  the 
Royal boroughs m the K ingdom  ; and the magif- 

trates and clerks o f  each borough were ordained to 

pioduce to thole Commiflionrrs, upon Oath a 

particular account o f  their Revenue, and their 

D e b t ;  to exhibit the Treafurer’s accounts for five 

years back, and to give  a particular ftatement o f

be '  ot f t  bh° ' ll, f0r' isn  and domefti=. the n u m .  
rtnps, barks, and boats, their burden and

t h A f i t T  " ery 0,h"  Par,icular illuftrative o f  
their fituatton, at the time o f  the Enquiry. .

T h e  R e p o , ,  o f  ,hofe C om m in io„ ers was r=_

turned to the Convention o f  the R o ya l  Borough,

in 1 6 9 2 :  and it thence appeared that the Revenues
Of the whole R oyal boroughs in Scotland am ount
'd. m the year , 6 5 2 ,  only lhe fum o f

14)395 • 4J. Sí/. fierling, per annum.

, 7 ^ 1  s T ral a,ccount m ad c  llp in the y ear
, akcn from the particular accounts o f  each

of

3
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c f  the Royal Boroughs of Scotland, and prefent- 
cd to the Britifh Houfe of Commons (in obe

dience to their order) in the year 17891 a p 
peared, that the annual revenues of the whole 

Royal Boroughs of Scotland in 1788, amount

ed to the fum of £. 44>783 I 4 6 ^V Thus, from 
the year 1692 to 1788, the increafe of the in
come or common good of the Royal Boroughs o 

Scotland, was no lefs than £. 30,388 9 10 flerí’ 

per annum ; in oilier words, their revenues had

been much more than trebled.

By the fame Report made to the Convention ol

Royal Boroughs in 1792, it appeared that
Veffels,

TheN um berand Tonnage 

o f  the Shipping in Scot

land amounted to 

A t the Union, the Ship
ping o f  Scotland (fee 

Chalmers’s eflimate) a- 

mounted to 215

Ditto in 1760, 999

Ditto in 1780, J493

Ditto in 1792» 21 l6r 0 c . .
Value o f thefeVeffek in 1792» £• 29 >T92 r *

Linen Manufafiure of Scotland.

T h e  progrefs o f  the Linen Manufacture o f
gcotland, extremely ineonliderable before toe

Union,

8,618

i 4»485

53»9I 5
84.415

i 54>857



Union, became (as I (hall afterwards more par

ticularly notice) a favourite objeft o f  the L e -

giilature after that event. Its progrefs from the

period o f  the eftabliihment o f  the Board o f  T r u f-  

tees for the encouragement o f  Arts, M anufac
tures and Commerce, in , 7 2 7 ,  m a y  be afccf_

tamed from the following T a b le  o f  the quanti
ties o f  Linens ftamped, and their value.

Value.

i o 3,3 i 2 9  3 
1 85,02 6 11 

293,864 ï 2 l l ^ r

4 2 4 ,1 4 1  10 7 ^

599 )66^ 4  2
592,023 5

8 54,9°° 16

S 72,543 1 4  24 

906,202 8 4

Cotton ManufaElure.

From a late computation m ade o f  the n u m 

ber o f  hands em ployed in the Cotton M a n u fa c
tories in Scotland, all o f  xvhich have arifcn 

m courfe o f  the general advancem ent o f  the 

rade and M anufactures o f  the K ingdom  it 
appears, that there are at prefent about ^  

hundred thoufand p erfons, o f  both fexgs ™

ployed m  that branch alone.

7

Years. Yards.
1728, 2 ,l8  978
»738. 4,666,011^.
»74«, 7 ,353.098t
*758, 10,624,4354
1768,

” ,795,437
I 778, 13,264,4.10^:
1788, 25,5° 6 ,3 104.
*792. 21,065,386
17 96, 23,102,404^

Ia



In  the year <',9- , <*>' ° f  C ° ' ,û''
printed am ounted to three m.ll.on, e.ght hun

dred and twenty-one thonfand, feuen hundred 

and tw e lv e  yards.

Revenue o f the Pojl-Office in Scotland.

There is no better criterion of the progrefs 

of  commerce and manufactures, and indeed o 

every fpecies of  national improvement, than t . .  

revenue of the P o f t - Office.

T h e  income of the Poft-Office in Scotland 

at the Union, was, in grofi/  a fum fuppofed 

fcarcely fufficient for defraying the expenfe of 

Us own eftablilhment, viz. °

D itto  in 17 30, remained after

defraying ail expenfes, 5>399

Ditto in 17-57. dUt0’ • I0> 3
Ditto in 1760, ditto, n » 9+2

Ditto in 177^’ dllt° ’ , 31,103 _
Ditto in 17 * 3* *  d i t t o ,  about 40,000

Ditto in 1798, ditt0> 2 , 9 4  9

Population

Parliament ; but ftffl a very great proport.on of

S i to arfe  from .h« o1

o  o

o o 

o o 

0 o

0

1



Population o f Scotland [vice tfle Union.

T h e  Population o f  Scotland, as appears from 

the returns o f  the Miniiters o f  the feveral parifhes 

in the ftatiftical account o f  the K ingdom , late

ly publifhed, m ay be eftimated at this time 

at —  —  i ,  570, ocx>

B y  a former enumeration in

1755 , it amounted to —  1,265,000

Increafe fince 1 7 5 5 ,  —  —  304,61:0

But if  this has been the increafe within the 

laft forty years, we m ay reafonably fuppofe, that 

during the forty-eight years between the U nion

ap‘d 17 5 5 ,  there m ay ,  at leait, have been an 

increafe o f  200,000 : Inde 504,620, to which, 

adding the numbers taken o f f  by emigration 

and wars, it m ay be a fair eftimate to rate the 

total increafe o f  the population of Scotland fince 

the Union, at — I —  600,000

H en ce  arifes the moft iatisfying anfwer to 

that hypothetical argument fo tfrongly urged be

fore the Union o f  Scotland, and n ow  main

tained with equal energy b y  the Anti-Unionifts 

o f  Iieland ; that an U n io n  mult be followed 

by a diminution o f  the population of the K i n g 

dom, from the increafe o f  the number o f  ab- 

l^ntees. Scotland has experimentally evinced 

the contrary o f  that propofition. H er  popula

tion has very  greatly  increafed, and as the fad*

9



is certain, fo is the reafon obvious. Whatever 

tends to increafe the general profperity o f  a coun

try, in the promotion of  its trade, manufa&ures* 

agriculture, & c .  mull, by natural confequence, 

increafe the number o f  its inhabitants; for food 

and population keep pace with each other, and 
are allowed to be reciprocal meafures o f  each 

other’s quantity. Such in like manner mud, in 

Ireland, be the confequence o f  a meafure evidently 

tending to increafe the political profperity and the 
actual wealth o f  the country. T h e  number o f  

Abftntees from Ireland, is, at this moment, very 

great. Thoufands have left that unhappy coun

try, from the miferable ftate into which it has been 

plunged by fadion, and by foreign intereft. A n  

Union with Great Britain*. putting an immediate 

and final end to thofe fources o f  calamity, muft 

not only bring back her emigrated natives, but 

giving peace and perfonal fafety, and perfect fecu- 

rity o f  property, reviving negltdted agriculture, 
ftimulating domeftic manufactures, and, extend

ing immenfdy the benefits and the field o f  foreign 

trade, muft, by the moft certain o f  all political 

concluions, tend moft rapidly to the increafe o f  

the population o f  the country.

But to defcend from general to particular faftsj 

demonftrative, with reipeft to Scotland, o f  the vaft 

increafe o f  her political wealth and property fince

the

K5



the Union, I ihall contrail the prefent fituation o f  

fomc o f  her capital T o w n s ,  with their ftate in for

mer times, drawing my information from public 

documents o f  the moft certain authenticity.

In the y^ar 1678 the population o f  E d in 

burgh, was 

Ditto in 1722 - 

Ditto  in 1 7 7 5  - 

Ditto  in 1791  -

L e ith ,  which is the Port o f  Edin- Ship*. Tons, 

burgh, had in the yfcar 1692 13 *>320

In the year 1793 the number o f

Ships belonging to L e ith ,  was 187 20 ,165

Ships inwards from Foreign Ports, and Coafters:

Britifli - - r - 2 16  30,749

Foreign D o .  - 19 2,700

Coafters D o .  -  ^ 9 3 6  9 7 , 5 14

Leith has fix glafs-works o f  great extent : fix 

to p e -w o r k s ;  befides foaperies, candle-manufac- 

tutes, ftarch-works, paper manufactures, carpet, 

and linen manufactures. T h e  trade o f  ihip- 

building is there o f  very great magnitude.

T h e  C ity  o f  Edinburgh is tripled in point o f  

ffxtçnt fince the period o f  the U nion. It is c o m 

puted.,

35>5° o

40,420

7 0 ,4 3 °

84,886
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puted, that within thefe laft thirty years, the new 

buildings, public and private, new ftreets and 

fquares, have coft above two millions fterling. 

T h e  Public Offices, the Courts o f  Juftiee, the 

Regifter-Houfe, the Offices o f  Excife and Cuf- 

toms, the N ew  Univerfity, the Theatres, Af- 

fembly-Rooms, Bridges, ,&c. do not yield in 

magnificence to thofe o f  any capital in Europe. 

T h is  is the city which fome o f  your mifguided 

patriots tell their countrymen, is, fince the Union, 

beggared and depopulated.

Glafgow has, fince that period, undergone a itill 

more rapid advancement.

In 1692 it appears, from the Report o f  the Com- 

miffioners o f  the Royal Bôroughs, that Glafgow 

pofieffed a foreign trade to the yearly amount o f  

£.17.083 fterling.

She had 8 Ships in harbour, 730 tons.

7 Do. abroad 452

8 Lighters.

Port-GIafgow and Greenock were then infig- 

nificant villages, with no foreign trade, or ihipping 

whatcrcr.

In the year 1793 the Shipping belonging to 

Glafgow, Porr-Glafgow, and Greenock, was as 

under :
406 Ships 40,075 tons.

Inwards



Inwards f ro m  F o re ig n  P o rts ,  and Coafters  ;

Britiih 5 7 5  Ships 59 ,210  Tons. 

Foreign 26 - 4,? 1 6

Coafters 1304 • 50,69#

G ro fs  R e c e ip t  o f  D u t ie s  on 

foreign go od s  im ported at 

G l a f g o w  for  one year £ 2 2 2 , 4 8 5 1 5  # ti

D r a w b a c k s  paid - £ . 5 1 , 5 4 5  o  3

T h e  Shipping o f  Borrowftownefs, molt part o f  

which belongs to G la ig o w ,  amounted in 1793 to

151 Ships 10,^67 T o n s .

Inwards from Foreign Parts, and Coafters :

Britiih 183 Ships 25,619 T on s.  

Foreign 29 - 2,688

Coafters 1078 .  50,945

But the foreign trade o f  G lafgow , prodigious as 

its increafe has been fince the U nion  o f  the k i n g 

doms, is far exceeded by the progrefs o f  her home 

manufactures. In the cotton manufacture alone, 

there are at preicnt above 1500 looms conftantly 

employed. T h e  produce o f  each loom is computed 

at £100 fterling per annum. T h e  annual value o f  

the whole produce o f  the cotton looms belonging 

to G lafgow , is therefore about one million, five 

hundred thoufand pounds fterling. T h is  is but a

13



iîngle article o f  the manufactures of  Glafgow, 

T h e  inkle-looms, the coarfe woollen, the carpet 

manufaftures, the fugar-works, earthen-ware, & c ,  

are highly flouriihing, and occupy a prodigious 

number o f  the induftrious o f  all ages, and o f  either

fex.
»

In the year 1663, the population
o f  G lafgow  amounted to 12,298

In 1791» amounted to 61,945

Paiiley, at the Union, was a fmall country-town 

vh ich  had no manufa&ures whatever, and did not 

contain above - 2>3°° inhabitants.

In the year 1792, the inhabitants o f  Paifley 

amounted to - *9>9°3

T h e  Paifley (nanufaftures o f  filk-gauze, lawn, 

linen-crauze, and white thread, amounted in 1784 

to d e v a l u e  o f  - Í -57<M*5 *  6 ftcrhng.

In 1 789, the value o f  its manufactures amounted 

»  - - ^-660,385 16 o  fterhng.

Dundee, in 1692, had

21 Ships and Barks i°8 6  tons.

Her principal manufacture, at that time, wa. 

the making o f  woollen bonnets.

In

14



port

127  Ships 8.939 Tons.

Ships from foreign ports entered inwards, and

Coafters :

Britiih 73 Ships 8,644 T on s.

Foreign 18 - 1>750

Coafters 995 .

Grofs receipt o f  Duties on foreign 

goods imported for one year / .6 ,4 3 0  14 4 *-

In 1789, the quantity o f  linen manufaftured at 

Dundee, amounted to 3 ,18 1 ,9 9 0  yards, in value 

/80,587  fterling ; about / 3 2 ,0 0 0  worth o f  canvas 

for flapping, is yearly manufactured here, and 

/ 5 ,5 0 0  fterhng worth o f  bagging, for cotton wool.

I he quantity o f  coloured thread manufactured 

annually at Dundee, is eftimated at 2 6 9 , 5 6 8 ^ .  

valued at / .3 3 ,6 9 6  fterling. T h e  cotton-yarn 

fpun there, is valued at / .2 0 ,0 0 0  fterling, per 

annum. T h e  value o f  leather tanned annually, is 

compured a t /14,2001.  fterling.

T h e  population o f  Dundee, in 1 6 5 1 ,  amounted
tO Q

t v  . * 8>°57
D itto  in 178 1  .  .  I5 i700

D itto  in 1792 -  .  24,000

I 793 Dundee had, belonging to her own

Aberdeen, at the period o f  the U n io n ,  con 

tained about 12,000 inhabitants. Its population



Js now eftimated at 25,000. A t  that period it 

had 110 foreign trade or domeftic manufactures.

In 1793 the (hips belonging to the port of 

Aberdeen were 193— 13,935 tons'

Ships inwards from foreign ports and coafters : 

Britiih 97 Ships - 969 Tons.

Foreign 3 • 270

Coaiters 936 - 5 1 ,874

Grofs receipt o f  duties on foreign goods im

ported for one year, 12,390/. 16s. 4 ! d. fterling.

The  flocking manufacture o f  Aberdeen pro

duces annually, at an average, 69,333 dozen of 

pairs, o f  which the average value at 1/. 10s. per 

dozen, is 103,999/. fterling.

T h e  thread manufacture there is likewife very 

great.

T h e  other large towns of  Scotland, Perth, A y r ,  

Montrofe, Invernefs, See. have in the fame period 

o f  time experienced a fimilar increafe o f  popula

tion, and proportionate advancement in trade and 

manufactures.

T h e  cotton manufacture alone o f  Scotland is 

eftimated at the annual value o f  2 ,2 o o 3oo ol .  fterl.

Before



Before the U nion took place between England 

nnd Scotland, it was keenly urged by the Scottifh 

patriots, that fuch a meafure could not fail to be 

productive o f  the moil miferable confequences 

with refpefl: to Scotland ; a country which they 

maintained was at that time utterly unable to bear 
any greater burdens than it actually felt ; and con- 

iequently, that thofe additional taxes which it 

might be expected would be laid on it, w ould  

prove ruinous to the commerce and manufactures 

as well as to the agriculture of-the country. Since 

the U nion, Scotland has in fa&  been fubje&ed to 

many additional burdens in the way o f  taxation ; 

B u t  have thefe, it muit be alked, verified the pre

diction aboveinentioned ? Have they proved ruin

ous to the commerce and manufactures, or preju

dicial to the agriculture o f  the country ? Q uite  

the contrary. I he truth is, our means and our 

capacity have increafed in a much higher ratio 

than our burdens ; as the wonderful advancement, 

in every article o f  political wealth and proiperity 

demonftrably ihews. T h e  Irifh anti-union pamph

lets repreient Scotland as borne dow n and cruihed 

under the weight o f  her taxes. T h e y  affert with 

confidence that fome taxes, as for example, the 

malt tax,  have been impofed in direft  violation 

o f  the articles o f  U nion, B u t  thefe aiTertions are 

the confined refult o f  prejudice and o f  ignorance. 

Scotland, by  the articles o f  U n io n,  gained no g e 

neral exemption from  thofe additional burdens, -

D which

'7
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which according to future emergence might be

laid upon her fitter kingdom j on the contrary, it  
was moft a n x i o u f l y  provided by that folemn treaty, 

that with refpeft to trade, manufactures, &c. 

both psrts o f  the united kingdom ihould have the 

fame advantages, and be fubjefl: alike to the fame 

reftriaions and regulations. It may however be 
affirmed with truth, with refpea to thofe impofi- 

tions laid on Scotland fince the Union, that in. 

every cafe where a new tax was to be impofed, 

which was to aft'ea the united kingdom, the pro

portion was fixed even with a partial indulgence 

o f  the Engliih members themfelves, to a country 

which they confidered as flowly advancing in its 

political growth, and needing like a weakly child, 

a continued exertion o f  the care and tendernefs 

o f  its parent. T h e  aiTertion that the firft impofi- 

tions o f  the Malt-tax in Scotland was an infringe

ment of  the articles o f  Union, is founded entirely 

in a piece o f  fophiftry urged indeed at the time, 

but which met with its juft difregard. It was i t i -  

pulated by the treaty o f  Union that the Malt-tax 

fhould not be extended to Scotland, during the 

“  continuance o f  the prefent war. In i 7 I 3> 

when the Bill was brought in for extending that 

tax to Scotland, it was allowed that the articles 

o f  peace had been fettled between Great Britain, 

France and Spain, and the ratifications folemnly 

exchanged ; but i t  was captiouily objeaed, that
Peace
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Peace had ncft been formally proclaimed. It may 

be believed that an objection fo truly frivolous 

met with its juft: difregard.

W h i l e  the Anti-U nionifts  o f  Ireland reprefent 

Scotland fince the U nio n ,  loaded with a valt in 

creafe o f  taxes ; they look at one fide o f  the 
fcales, but ih-ut their eyes upon the other ; and 

totally overlook the adjuftment o f  the balance. 

L e t  them judge whether the country which can 

Ihew a progrefs fuch as the following, in the re

venue o f  her cuítoms and excife, is able or u n 

able to bear the rateable increafe that has taken 

place in her taxes.

19

T h e  grofs revenue from the cuftoms /. 

o f  Scotland at the U n io n ,  (lee 

S ir  J. Sinclair ’ s Stat. P u b .  R e v .)

was - 30,000

D itto  from cuftoros and fait duties •V

in 1740 4 4 ,8 1 8 O 61

D it to  from  ditto in 1780 1 1 9 ,18 2 6 S i
D it to  from ditto in 1788 2/0,839 11 8

D it to  from ditto in >79* 433^79 18 H
T h e  grofs revenue from  the e x 

cife in Scotland at the U n io n ,  

was J  - * 33*50°

T h e  whole  o f  which was ab- 

forbed in the defrayment o f  the 

ç iv ü  eftabliihments in Scotland.

In



In the year 1740, after deduc
tion o f  all expences of  the 
eftabliihment, the nett re
mittance to the Britiih E x 

chequer, was 17,oo<i 

21,000 
102,450

Ditto in 1760 remitted 
Ditto in 1780 remitted 

Ditto in 1798 remitted 702,470 5

S u t  even this increafe, great as it may appear* 

is a very under-rated eftimate o f  the aCtual reve
nue from Scotland. For fince the Union a vaft 
variety o f  articles confumed in that kingdom, pay 

their duties in England. Such are all foreign 

goods from the Eait Indies, from Africa, from 
Portugal, Spain, Italy, the Levant, &c. A m ong 

thefe the capital articles o f  tea, groceries, See., all 

o f  which, though confumed in Scotland, pay the 
duties in England, and are tranfported into Scot
land, duty free. It may be readily fuppofed, were 

all thofe articles taken into the eilimate, and to 

pay the duty in the country where they are con

fumed, how very great an addition would thence 

arife to the fum o f  the revenue from Scotland.

T h e  agriculture o f  the country has undergone 

within the fame period an equal, if not a higher 
progreffive improvement than its trade and manu
factures. In the Southern counties o f  Scotland, 

and in feveral o f  the Northern, as Angus, Mearns, 

&c. the fyftem o f  huibandry is allowed to equal
that
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that o f  the beft o f  the agricultural counties o*' 
England. T h e  aftual produce o f  the lands o f  
S c o t I a n d  has fmce the U nion been encreafed fix 

e 1  he numbers o f  black cattle and o f  ilieep 
notwithfianding the converfion o f  paiture-ground 
into arable, are very greatly  encreafed. T h e  

waite and mountainous parts o f  the country which 

from the indolent fpirit o f  f o r m e r  a ge s ,  or the 

turbulent and precarious life o f  the highlanders, 

iad been confidered as doomed to hopelefs  ileriliry* 
are now  covered with extenflve plantations which 
afford at prefent a very  liberal revenue, and p ro ,

nnfe m  expectancy a great fupply 0f  national 
wealth.

Such is the fiate o f  that country which fome o f  

y o u r  ignorant political writers have thought p ro

per to reprefent as beggared and depopulated by our 

L m o n  with England. T h e re  are others indeed 

of a little more kn ow ledge  and information, 

(though from the firain o f  their writings, I cannot 

entertain a high opinion o f  their political ju d gm e n t)  

who admitting a very confiderable improvement 

in the national wealth and profperity o f  Scotland 

fince the period o f  the U n io n ,  deny its efficacy 

or operation m  producing thofe effeûs. Thefe  

writers have told their countrym en : i t  is true, 

Gotland has improved in m any particulars fince

t h a t V h e U  y ° U ° Ught thenCC t0 infer 
the U n io n  was the caufe o f  that improve-

nient’ “  lh e  mild wiWom of P e lh a m ” (fays one

. * ' of
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í c

et
cc

cc

, f  thefe authors,*) » laid the foundatton o f  b 
•• prefent improvement. She was encomage J  

Lord Chatham— She has e x p e n d e d  fifty year 
Hitv It may with more propriety be 

« q t l î  Scot.and has improved notwith- 

Handing the Union, than that the Un.on caufe

c; her im p ro ve m en t . ’

T h u s  then, although it mould be a l l i e d  as i ,  

cannot be denied, that Gotland before the U n  on 

was, W i t h  refpea to national profpenty, ather 
a retrosrade than progrefl.ve date, and that itnce 

h S o d ,  her improvement has been umformly 
p t r f r v e !  and ftiU continues fuch, we are not 

fnthled, according to fuch reafoners to conn 
lhofc circumftances together as caufi and # 0 .  
O n  the contrary, they are to be regarded as hofl, e 

and repugnant to each other. T h e  Union, mftead 

of  encouraging, muft have r e p r e f f e d j  
and fome feparate, unknown, laten , 
efficacious power hasinterpofed.wh,eh,nim u hjlM Í-

^ h o W l e  »6ency of th= Union, has.m oiln- 

gorouily  promoted the national profpenty.

But m ark  the admirable conflftency o f  this lad  

A writer He had told us, a few pages 

b c'f"re  "that Scotland had ever found in the Bntrlh 

L e g i f la tu re ,  “  the n e g le f t  o f  a ftep-mother,  mflead

*  A n  .d d rrf. to  the People o f  I n t a A  »5 »“  “  U " ° " '  

|çc,—-by a Friend to Ireland. N



23

o f  the sfFeftion o f  a natural parent.”  In the laft 
quoted palfage, in accounting for her acknow

ledged improvements, fince the Union, he f o r e t s  

the negleit  of the unnatural ftep-mother, and^at- 

tributes thefe improvements chiefly to the wifdom 

and liberality o f  the Britilh Miniftry, to the mild

wifdom o f P d h . n l ,  and the generous encourage
ment o f  Lord Chatham. He allows as a main effi

cient caufe o f  her prefent profperity, that Scotland 

has experienced fifty years tranquillity: but refufes 

to fee in the Union, the caufe o f  that permanent 

tranquillity ; he allows no operation to that event 
which produced the greateft p o f c ,  change , |]M

Scotland had ever undergo™ , which ext in g u i l ied  

all leparation o f  mtereiis between the two coun

tries, which entitled the weaker party in the league 
■0 every advantage enjoyed b y  the fironger wh® e

«  - m e  time, „ , e  re.amed i n v i o l a t e ™

wonl regard as her exclufive advan-

S r  anC'enù- L a * S’ a " d  h' r E c c M a ,t ic a l  
EH. bl,foment, which opened to her a wide, field

or the exerlion of  talents, and enlarged the obieits

« am bition, which put an end to every  motive

o f  j c j lo u ly ,  and taught the Scots to fet a iufl va lu-
on thofe bleiimgs which this r- a*
and perpetuated, ,bls has infured

Eut the falfehood o f  thofe alTerted F a i ls  and

the



the conduct o f  E n g la n d  towards her, fince the 

U n io n ,  is entitled to the greatelt  weight in reafon- 

ina  on the e x p e d ien c y ,  or inexped.ency,  of a fimilar 

m eafu.e  with relpeCt to lieland. If  E n gla n d  has 

in reality treated Scotland with the neglect  and 

lurihnefs  o f  an unnatural ftep-mother,  it would b e  

unwife  indeed in Ireland, whatever m a y  be the 

disadvantages o f  lier prelent fituation, tu place her- 

ie l f  in thole circumftances,  where ilie hazards a fimi

lar treatment. L e t  the Iriih j u d g e  therefore from 

the fol lowing facts whether the c o n d u it  o f  E n gland 

to this k in gd o m  has been fuch as iúme of her (mit- 

named) Patriots, have thought proper to repre-

fent it.

W ith o u t  en tering  into any particular confidera- 

tion o f  the Articles of the U nion  between E n glan d  

and Scotland, it may at this day be candidly 

o w n e d ,  that the proportion o f  the burdens to be 

paid by  the latter towards the general  exigencies 

o f  the ftate were fixed on a batis o f  the moft in

dulgent generofity to the weaker country.  1  he 

real rent o f  the land o f  Scotland at prefent, is eiti- 

rnated at, £2,386,583 fterling. T h e  valued rent 

o f  the K in g d o m ,  according to which, the L an u -  

tax'is  paid, is only £ 3 1 6 ,5 3 1  ilerling.

B y  the 15t h Art ic le ,  o f  the treaty o f  U nion ,  it 

was ftipulated that a certain fum ihould be paid 

to  Scotland, as an equivalent for fuch part of the 

Cuftom s and F.xcifes laid upon that k in g d o m  as


