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A

F E W  T H O U G H T S

ON A N

tJ N I o  N.

A N  U nion, or no U n ion  w ith  Britain, if  
the important Queftion that at prefent inte­
rd is  the M inds o f  the Public, and that m uft  
rouie the anxiety o f  every true Patriot, I will 
not fay Irifh. alone, for furely the Intereft, the  
Peace, the Profperity o f  Britain and Ireland, 
can never be feparated ; and they are neither 
well-wifhers or friends to any o f  the Countries 
that endeavour to do fo.

I m ean not in theie few  Sheets to attempt 
.o decide w ith  obitinacy upon io important a
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fubjeil,  nor will any wife or moderate M an 
do fo, until  the Terms held out by Britain 
are known, paffion may fuggeft, but reafon 
cannot argue, till thefe truths are fully un- 
derftood. I mean not to argue ftep by ilep 
upon the different points o f  a Subject not yet 
clearly known, in fo doing Í would expofe 
myfelf, and miilead others. I do not hope to 
convert thofe that have already wrote with 
too m uch paffion upon the Subject. But I 
ardently wifh, and am not w ithout a, faint 
Hope, that I may be able to advance fome- 
th ing that will help to footh that public Agi­
tation, which the inflammatory Writings that 
are now fo eagerly fcattered amongf!; the In­
habitants of this City, are fo calculated to 
raife. M y wifli, m y defign is to warn the 
Public againil being led off by the prejudice, 
the paffion of thofe Men, who at this anxious 
Period are fo bufy in exciting wTant of  confi­
dence, and difguft againfi: every Meafure, 
every Offer, fuggeited by Britain ; they write 
to inflame the ignorant, not convince the 
well informed. I t  will perhaps be faid by 
fome, this is not the Language of Modera­
tion ; b u t  what can be faid after reading that 
■wonderful Produ&ion, intitled “ No Union, '’
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wrote by a Gentleman, who from  his Profef- 
iion, his Abilities, m ig h t  have been expected 
to exprefs himfelf  in a very different Style, 
who would certainly be m uch  offended at be­
ing  reckoned ignorant,  or ill-informed o f  h i s ­
torical facls, relating to Brita in  and Ireland, 
o r  o f  the prefent iituation o f  any  p a r t  o f  
either Countries ;— I f  this gen t lem an  is n o t  
h im fe lf  ignorant,  w h a t  then  does his w ri t ­
ings m ean ? w hy  are they f ra u g h t  w i th  io 
m u c h  M iGnform ation, M ifconftruótion, and  
Violence ? Surely to miilead the ignoran t,  
and roufe a fpirit  o f  revolt, againft every 

-vthing tha t  reafon, h u m a n i ty ,  o r  relig ion can 
fuggeft, and  O , th a t  the voice o f  thefe friends 
to M a n k in d  cou ld  be heard, could  penetra te  
the hearts o f  the People o f  Ireland ! T h e n  
m ig h t  we hope the cannons roar w o u ld  ceaie, 
the carnage o f war rage no  m ore, th a t  poverty, 
ignorance, and  difcontent, w ould  v an i ih  b y  de­
grees, f ro m  the fertile  Ifland o f  Ireland ! B u t  

* I m uf t  n o t  allow thefe pleafing th o u g h ts  
to ca r ry  m e  aw ay, as i f  I were r u n n in g  off  
f ro m  th e  A u th o r  a n d  the  P am p h le t  o f  No 
Union ! th o u g h  I m u f t  confefs ,  I a m  u n w i l ­
ling to forfake thofe Toothing reflections, and  
r e tu rn  to fuch  turbulent companys and  to the

B % «’if-

7



8

difagreeable bufmefs of  contradicting the Au­
thor’s aifertions upon various points, yet I 
truft I am no coward, though I hate caviling, 
the love of tru th ,  and earned defire for public 
peace and profperity, urges me on, unaccuf- 
tomed to write, either for profit or plêajure, I 
fear I may be often incorred  and irregular in 
m y ftyle ; bu t  as I feel, I write, from a wiih 
to promote the happinefs, and to fave from 
error, the Inhabitants of this City ; I throw 
myfelf upon their mercy, and i f  even they 
íhould fneer at fome parts of  this compofition, 
yet i f  they with candour attend to the truths, 
ftated in others, m y defign will be completed,
m y  wiih  fatisfied.-------1 muft again fay, that'
when readipg Mr. Weld’s Pamphlet, I am 
more and more aítoniíhed, when I fee a Man 
in  his line, advance aiTertions with regard to 
the pail and prefent fituation of Scotland, a 
country not fo diftant, or unknow n to the 
inhabitants of this, as to allow the poflibility 
of  what he ilate6 with regard to it, being in 
the leait credited. Surely it is no good ac­
count o f  his caufe, when he has recourfe to 
mifreprefentation and falfe colouring : he 
feems not to truft to the foundnefs of his ar­
gument, but endeavours to dazzle the reader,

and



and like a ik ilfu l  veteran o f  the law, to throw 
what light he pleafes upon the fubjedt.

Let ns ca-1; o u r  eyes towards this fame 
wretched coun try  o f  Scotland, that Mr. W eld 
fpeaks o f  w ith  fo m uch  p i ty  and contempt, 
and endeavours to recollect a few  parts o f  the  
paît  and prefent fituation o f  it. H i i f c ry  in­
forms us o f  her long, her  ancient race o f  
kings, o f  her brave, her im perious, and  reit- 
leis nobility, wliofe wild am bit ion ,  a t  times, 
flopped not, till they  had  dipped the ir  daggers 
in  the Royal blood !— England, a par t  o f  the 
fame ifland, at a very  early period, became a 
Powerful, and enlightened nation , w ho  a t  one 
t im e carried w i th  fuccefs its a rm s in to  the 
very  h ea r t  o f  the Continent.  W h o  does no t  
rem em b er  w i th  adm ira t ion  and  furprize ,  the 
he igh t  o f  m il i ta ry  glory, tha t  u n d e r  E d w ard s
the Firft an d  T h i : d ,  E n g la n d  attained. D u r ­
ing thofe in terefting  periods, E n g la n d  was 
fometimes the  f r iend  an d  a ly o f  Scotland, 
b u t  m o re  f requen tly  its i l ro n g  an d  inveterate 
enem y ; Scotland  dill  con t inued  the ftruggle, 
an d  n o tw i th ( lan d in g  the in tr igues ,  the bold 
attacks o f  E n g la n d ,  led on  b y  her  warlike 
kings, long m ain ta ined  h e r  independence,

and
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and retained her monarchs, tiil at length the 
Stewart line, not fhaken from their throne, 
by afuccefsful enemy, bu t  owing to a concur­
rence of  different circumflances, was removed 
from the Scotch to the Englifh throne. The 
Stewart line, during the conteft with England, 
had been often obliged to feek the aííiílance of 
France, and in fo doing, they opened a way 
for her in future to carry on her defigns and 
intrigues, which fhe for a great length o f  
time continue^ to do, and the effeCl of which 
was long felt. Nothing bu t  the Scotch, now 
finding their monarch fixed upon the Englilli 
throne, could have made them look towards 
that country with any degree o f  complacency, 
bu t  as the reformation was extended over moil 
part o f  the kingdom, and the Prefbeterian, or 
Puritanical religion pretty much eftablifhed» 
they parted with their ancient kings, whom 
they had found too much attached to the Ro­
man Catholic religion, with lefs regret. In 
Charles the Firft’s reign, they joined the Par­
liament in endeavouring to reftrain the over­
grown prerogative of the Crown, and we all 
ki ow the fuccefsful itruggle they maintained, 
in fecuring to their poilerity, the free exercife 
or their favourite form of religion, and their

eilabliihed
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efUblifhed C hurch .— W e cannot be iu rp rized  
at Scotland long refitting an U nion  w ith  lier 
ancient enemies, the Hnglifh, although, in fo 
doing, fh e  was blind to her ow n  intereft. 
1 he confiant w ar w ith  E ng land  had  depopu­
lated the country ,  drained i t  o f  m oney, kep t 
back its civilization, its com merce and  m a n u ­
factures ; in ihort, Scotland before the U n io n ,  
was, from thefe various circumftances, a 
proud, a poor, infeebled nation. T h e  S tewart 
line, w hen  excluded f ro m  the B r i t i ih  throne, 
called again upon  France, its anc ien t ally, to 
efpoufe their caufe, and  urged  her  to in tr ig u e  
in  Scotland in fuch a m anner  as to raife com ­
motions, in order to fu r th e r  the ir  reftoration 
to the Englifh throne. T o  thefe m achina tions  
m ay  be attribxited the following rebellions o f  
1715 a n d 1 7 4 5 , n o t  from  the Scotch fufíering 
f ro m  the effects o f  an U n io n  w i th  England, 
(as is erroneouily  ailerted b y  M r. W eld,) al­
th o u g h  i t  was no w onder  i f  they feared at firit 
th ey  w ou ld  have done fo. G overned  b y  the 
fame kings, it  was found  th a t  the  connection 
between the tw o k ingdom s was no t  ftricfc 
enough. Scotland was (till open to French 

in tr igue  ; it  felt n o t  fufficiently the  influence 
of the m ild  laws, the  com m erce, the  learn­
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ing of England ; i t  was neither enlightened 
nor civilized enough to feek for that benefit ; 
b u t  after the Union was fully eitablifhed and 
underitood, the good effects were foon felt 
and  acknowledged. By degrees religious ani- 
mofities were foftened, agriculture and m anu­
factures introduced from England ; and what 
has been the confequence ? why, E dinburgh ,  
the capital o f  Scotland, iince the Union, is 
increafed one-half in fize, and more than one- 
th ird  in population, and notwithftanding a 
long and expeniive war, the Baltick trade at 
this period is carried on with the greateit fpi- 
r i t  and fuccefs, at her port of Leith ; the lands 
in  Eaft and Mid-Lothian, highly cultivated, 
and, indeed, over the whole Low Lands of 
Scotland a plentiful harveft repays the induf- 
trious labour of the hufbandman, the greateit 
part of which is rich and beautiful, and has a 
variety of  fcenery rarely to be met with. 
The manufactures of the country are going 
on in the moít flouriihing manner ; at Glaf- 
gow and Paiiley beyond conception. Paifley, 
from being a fmall and infignificant town, is 
now inhabited by upwards of 30,000 people ; 
Glafgow, I believe, comes next in commercial 
rank to Liverpool : All over the Weft of

Scot-



Scotland the fame rapid  increafe o f  trade and 
manufactures ; the cotton to the greateil ex­
tent, and woollen and  linen w ith  m u c h  fpi- 
rit, confèquently there is fo u n d  the quickeft. 
fale imaginable for coal, w hich  is found  in 
m oil  parts o f  the Low Countries, and  indu i-  
trioufly worked. Doubtlefs, in  the  ifland o f  
Ireland there m uft be m u ch  coal found ,  i f  
diligently looked for, this the induftr ious  m a ­
nufac tu re r  would  occafion to be done. 1 he 
H igh lands  o f  Scotland, w here agr icu ltu re  
cannot reach, now  experiences the blefled ef- 
f e d s  o f  an  U n io n  w i th  E n g la n d ;  her  lofty 
heath-clad hills are th ro w n  in to  iheep farm s ; 
the  a t ten tion  w h ic h  has been pa id  b y  the  
Scots M em bers  o f  Par l iam en t to the woollen 
m anufac tu re ,  is well k n o w n ,  and  felt w i th  
g ra t i tude  b y  their  conflituents an d  countiy*1 
m e n ;  o ther parts o f  the H ig h la n d s  are m ore  
favourable for rea r ing  and  feed ing  b lack  
cattle ; this is ailiduoufly a t tended  to b y  the  
inhab itan ts ,  and  it  is am az ing  to fee the  n u m ­
b er  of herds, or droves, th ey  take to the 
E ng lifh  m arke t ,  w here  th a t  part icu lar  breed  
is m u c h  efteemed. T h e  H ig h lan d e rs  no lon­
g e r  look u p o n  E n g la n d  w i th  the  eyes o f  diC*
truft and hatred ; thofe fentiments w hich  for-

G m erly
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mcrly led them into all the m iilnes  and vio­
lence of rebellion. They return to their own 
country with hearts filled with gratitude to a 
kind Providence, for the free, the confidential 
intercourfe that now fubfifts with England 
and them, and for all the comforts that flow 
from it, they can comfortably clothe and feed 
their families ; thofe families that are now the 
healthy nurferies o f  the Britifh army, from 
whence io m any brave and fteady ioldiers 
are drawn. Never again will rebellion be feen 
to rear her hedious form ; upon the now 
peaceful mountains of  Caledonia, her loyal 
fons now flock to the ftandard o f  their King, 
and confefs that the Britifh Lion has proved
the generous friend and prote<5lor of  the 
Scotiih Thiftle.

In  hopes that this Pamphlet may fall into 
the hands o f  fome o f  the patriotic Gentle­
men of this Country, o f  whom I make no 
doubt there are numbers, I will give a fhort 
account of  the charader  and exertions o f  a 
valuable man, who has had an adive hand in 
ipreading induflry and wealth over the Wef- 
tern parts of  Scotland, which will prove how 
ill-founded Mr. W eld’s opinion is, with re­

gard
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gard to the Britifh , m anufacturer ,  w hen  he 
lays, “  H is  exertions can b u t  add  little to the 
happinefs and profperity of Ireland.”

Mr. Dale, a native o f  the W eft o f  Scot­
land, does not h im fe lf  b lufh  to conreis, tha t  
his b ir th  was low, his circumftances very  
limited, at the beg inn ing  o f  life. H e  kept,
I believe, a fmall ihop  in  the tow n  o f  G laf-  
g o w ; by  induftry  and  attention, he gained a 
few hundreds ; he was encouraged from  the 
profperity  o f  all a round  him  to ventuic  in to  
the cotton m anufac to ry ,  he th en  gained thou- 
fands, b u t  not to accum ula te  th em , th a t  he 
m ig h t  in  fu tu re  r io t  in  all the luxuries o f  
wealth ; “  No,” fays he, « I have now  the  
ability, I will now  try  how  I can m oil  benefit 
m y  coun try ,  perhaps fome o f  m y  fellow- 
creaturcs, w ho  are p in ing  in  w an t  w ho  are 
loft in  ignorance.” T h e  cotton w orks he now  
has are num berlefs ,  and  to th em  lie has 
d ra w n  thoufands.  T h e  poor m an  in  the  
co u n try  w here he places th em , w h o  was before 
weighed, dow n , a n d  a lm oft unab le  to fuppor t  
a nu m ero u s  fam ily ,  now  finds h is  ch ild ren ,  
th e  fource o f  his greateft riches, every in ­
fan t  f ro m  five years old b r ings  fome {hidings
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*a week to add to the comfort and growing 
wealth of  their parents.

“  Shall I,” fays Mr. Dale, “  who have fed 
and clothed them, neglect their minds ? No—  
I will give them religious inftructions and 
at every manufactory he has well-informed 
teachers, who inílruót the children— who 
teach différent fchools fix days every week, 
and on the ieventh a Sunday fchool ; he 
allows every child fo much time to attend 
them, and although it loofes h im  fo much of  
their work, yet ultimately, he knows he is 
no fufferer from it, as they in general turn  
out attentive, diligent workers, who are 
faved from that diffipation which is fo apt to 
creep in amongft fuch a colledion o f  people. 
Two or three fuch men as this in Ireland 
would be a greater blefling than all the com­
merce o f  the Eait.

There are a few words more I muft addrefs 
to the Patriots of  Ireland (Roman Catholic 
as well as Proteftant) with regard to parochial 
fchools, which have been found of thegreateft 
ufe in Scotland. There is a fchool fixed in 
every pariih, however fmall ; the proprietor

o f
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of every e ft a te, according to its value and ex­
tent, pays a certain proportion o f  the f i ia ry  
o f  the ichool-mailer ; this comes to be b u t a  
very imall m atter  indeed, as the ialary does 
no t  often exceed 30I. or 40I.— this enables the 
m ailer  to give all the children o f  the pariih  
education for almoit no th ing ,  and  it  is the 
du ty  o f  the C lergym an to lèe tha t  the teacher 
is a m an  o f  lome in fo rm ation  and  Uriel m o­
rality ; m an y  o f  th em  teach L a t in ,  all o f  
them  reading, w riting , and  arithm etick . I 
need hard ly  m en tion  the beneficial effe&s o f  
this ; it  m u f t  eafily be im agined , and  it  is 
certain ly  one o f  the great caufes o f  the differ­
ence between the Scotch and  the I r ifh  peafan- 
t ry  ; b u t  for this, the p len ty  o f  cheap fpirits 
to be m et w ith  in  Scotland, as well as Ire land , 
w ould  deilroy  the  m ora l i ty  a n d  happinefs o f  
the lower ranks. Scotland, n o w  no m ore  a 
poor anti infeebled co u n try ,  w o rn  o u t  w i th  
the conteil o f  he r  am bit ious  Nobles, and  con­
tinual wars w i th  E n g lan d ,  has Something 
m ore  valuable to boaft o f  th a n  her long  race 
o f  K ings and ancient N ob il i ty— fhe has her  
profperity ,  he r  in d u f t ry  a n d  m ora l i ty ,  the  
lea rn ing  and liberality  o f  the h ig h e r  ranks ,  
the  p u r i ty  o f  h e r  Clergy, h e r  agriculture

flourifhing
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fïourifhing under the hands of her laborious 
huibandmen ; themfelves and family comfort­
ably  clothed and fed, looking up with affec­
tion and refpedl to the proprietor of the lands 
they farm, the mailer to whom with chearful- 
nefs and regularity they pay their rents. She 
can boail o f  a Capital, the one half of which, 
for the beauty and elegance o f  its buildings, 
cannot be furpaifed, and I believe is not 
equalled by any in Europe; a learned and 
flourilhing Bar, a refpe&able Bench of Judges, 
an Univerfity, bleifed with profeifors, famed 
for their talents and eminence, fhe can boail 
o f  a Mansfield, a Dundas, a Smith, a Ro- 
bertfon, a Blair, a Duncan, I would fay an 
Erfkin, but, alas ! he has blafted his Coun­
try ’s hopes, that looked to him as one of  her 
greateil ornaments and fupports ; he has dim­
med thofe bright rays that darted from his 
brilliant imagination, refined, inriched with 
all that learning and talents could beftow.

Having now given a faithful defcription of 
the prefent iituation of Scotland, I th ink I 
have fufficiently proved how falfe the repre- 
fentations anti afiertions ot Mr. Weld are 
with regard to that country, confequently

how
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how falfe his conclufions ; i f  fo in his firil, 
the others may be found equally erroneous. In 
truth we will ioon fee the whole o f  this 
wonderful- this inflammatory delufion, va- 
nu'h in fmoke, before the eye o f  Reafon. 
The Scotfinan furrounded with every com ­
fort that prosperity and iecurity can be (low, 
can now h iinfe lf fmile at the malicious iatire 
of a Churchill, the blindnefs o f  a churlifh  
Johnfton, at the fame time that he recoiled® 
with gratitude, the blefled effeOs o f  an Union 
with England. W hen France firil began to  
fcatter her vile emiflaries over the face o f  the 
earth, m  order to light the torch o f  difcord  
and rebellion in every kingdom , Scotland 
was not negleeled, and a buly work was be­
g u n ; happily her ichemes were defeated. 
In a country, where there is religious tolera­
tion where every comfort is enjoyed, where 
the lower ranks are taught to read their Bible  
the People can foon be recalled to their duty • 
rheir Bible teaches them to fear their C o d ’ 
honour their King, forgive their Enemies* 
md to love their Neighbours as themfelves* 
tad this knowledge m u ll ever be the greateil 
ccurity foi the peace of every country.

'9
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W ith  regard to an Union of Ireland with 
Eritain, we can only at prefent (when the 
particular terms are not perfectly underftood) 
take it in a general viev.\ But furely it appears 
reafonable, that when once one country is 
governed by the King of another, thefe two 
countries cannot be too clofely, or ftriôtly, 
united. The nominal independence of either 
m uft  ever prove, like French freedom, the 
fource of every mifery in the country that 
looks up to it with enthufiafm : So it proved 
in  the paft and prefent hiftory of Ireland ; 
b u t  I truft, that before many years, the en­
joyment of  every real good that profperity, 
fecurity, and peace can bellow, will make her 
look back to this phantom idol with con­
tempt. I certainly differ very much in opi­
nion with Mr. Weld, when he fays, “  T hat 
an all-wife Providence has placed a fea be­
tween the two countries, as an effectual bar­
rier to a perfedt U n io n ; ’ on the contiary, 
the local and internal fituation of Ireland, 
fhews plainly an all-wife God had determined 
otherwife. See w'here Ireland lies, almoft 
cmbofomed in the iliores of Britain, which, 
thanks be to God, he has placed between
Trance and Ireland. I f  we look into her hif­

tory,
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tory, wc will find her in early times governed 
by provincial Kings, who, in general, owned  
one fnperior ; in fhort,  a form o f  govern­
ment, from which much conteft and confu- 
fion muft proceed. The confequence o f  which  
was, Ihe never poileiled fufficient energy, po­
litical importance, or a fleet, to enable her to 
ftand by herfelf ; confequently, ihe fell a 
more eafy prey to the Kings o f  a powerful 
iíland, poiTeiTed o f  all thefe advantges.—  
Henry the Second o f  England, by interfering 
in  the difputes o f  her petty Princes, gained  
an afcendancy, which in  a little time, en­
abled the King* o f  England to annex Ireland 
to their Crown. It was then Ireland loft her 
true independence to England, for any th ing  
ihe has fince poíTeíTed, I have already proved, 
was only nominal and deilrudtive ; and pray 
what had ihe to lofe at that early period, that 
ought to be valued, or brought in comparifon  
with a con n ex ion  formed w ith  a powerful 
nation ? N oth ing but a confufed, a weak, 
and turbulent form o f  governm ent. Britain  
has ever had the fuperiority in her navy over 
every other nation; France has never been  
able to equal her in that great obje<5t ; furely  
it was m oil bénéficiai and expedient for Ire.

D  land
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land to be connected with a nation like Bri­
tain, the Kings of which had early difcovered 
that the fafety and glory of their iiland de­
pended upon the greatnefs of her navy ; from  
fuch a connection her Jhores will be protect­
ed, her commerce extended, and ihe poifeiTed 
of  every means to civilize and enrich herfelf. 
But has Ireland benefited from fuch a con­
nex ion  fo much as was to have been expect­
ed ? N o—the hiitory of  her cruel rebellion, 
her bloo dy maiTacres, during Charles the 
Firit’s reign, and all the various, hedious 
forms rebellion at different periods, has af- 
fumed in this Country, is a melancholy proof 
fhe has not. The Britifh Government, by 
granting a free trade and toleration of  religion, 
hoped more effectually to fecure her peace 
and profperity, but (till parties were ever 
rifing up in different quarters o f  the king­
dom, harrafiing and deftroying each other ; 
partial diiturbances were ever felt; nor did 
the profperity or riches of one part o f  the 
Country keep the other quiet, in fpite of all 
the commerce enjoyed, ftill the peafantry o f  
Ireland were neglected, poor, ignorant, naked, 
ready to be rouzed to rebellion by every fo­
reign and domeitic fiend that fets himfelf to

the



the diabolical tafk. The Noblemen, and 
Gentlemen, too often turn with difguft from  
that country, where they cannot dwell in fe- 
curity, and inftead o f  trying to remedy in  
fbme degree the evil, (which they fear is be­
yond their abilities) many o f  them, for a 
length o f  time, go into another land, into 
which they draw the rents o f  their eftate—  
their property fub-fet from one man to an­
other— the poor farmer is left to the mercy o f  
an unfeeling tax-man— is often unable, as 
well as unwilling, to pay his rent. W ill an 
U nion (you aik) remove thofe evils? Yes, 
certainly, it will. Since you were, at a very 
early period, conneded with a powerful na­
tion ; fincc Providence feems to have deter­
mined it ihould be fo ; fince the Kings o f  
England have fo long been your Kings, con­
n e d  yourfelf more clojely w ith her, that you  
m ay be more under the influence o f  her m ild  
Conftitution and manners, that ihe may be 
enabled more perfedly to proted you from  
French intrigue, w hich  has been fo bufy for 
thefe feveral years, in  fow ing the rancorous 
feeds o f  rebellion over this unhappy land, 
which fo lately plunged you into all the horrors 
and miferies of civil war. Britain wiíhes nor,
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as Mr. Weld rafhly and ungeneroufly ailerts, 
to humble you as a rival— her defign is to 
raife you to the fame ftate of profperity and 
civilization as herfelf. She acknowledges by 
fo doing, fhe would promote her own inte- 
reft, as well as yours, which never ihould be 
feparated-rrthat as you have one King, fo you 
fhould have one Parliament, where the ableft 
men, of both nations, would confult and de­
termine upon the meafures to be followed, 
which will moft effe&ually tend to footh reli­
gious differences, and introduce information 
and comfort amongft the lower ranks. Until 
this is attended to by the Nobility and Gen­
tlemen of Ireland, in vain will commerce be 
extended ;—it is like laying manure on a field 
overrun with weeds ; the internal evils grow 
and ftrengthen with the richnefs o f a country 
in the fituation o f  this. “ What,” fays Mr. 
Weld, “ is the intention o f the Mir.iiler, in 
forcing an Union upon the People of Ireland ?” 
May I in return aik how he already knows 
that the bulk o f the People are againft it, or 
that i f  they were fo, the Minifter would force 
it upon them ? This is taking much for 
granted, and merely for the fake o f faying 
iomething upon the fubjedl that will raife a

fpirit



fpirit o f  difguft and  indignation ; b u t  not- 
withftanding all tha t  he or others may fay 
upon the íubjeét, there is little doubt,  tha t  
whatever meafures are determined u p o n —  
whatever offers held out to this C ountry— it 
will be from a deiign— a hope— to prevent * 
re tu rn  o f  all thofe miferies it has io lately ex­
perienced ;— to endeavour to d j  away politi­
cal and religious differences— to endeavour to 
pour into the very heart o f  you r  C oun try  tha t  
wealth w hich  will extend itfelf to  every rank 
o f  the People— will give em ploym ent and  
com fort  to the loweft, and thereby fecurity to 
the  h igher  ; then  w ould  be no m ore feen, 
thofe wretched thoufands, w ho find them - 
felves pofTefTed o f  n o th ing  tha t  can foften ex­
igence— n o th in g  w ith  hope to look fo rw ard  
to. W h o  find thçmfelves in  the m idfl  o f  a 
fertile ifland, naked, igno ran t ,  and  miferable, 
w ho can  have no eternal hopes, becaufe they  
fcarcely know  o f  a G o d  and  a  H eaven, fa r  
lefs the t ru th s  tha t  could lead th e m  to th em  Î 
No m ore  fee thefe herds o f  m iferable  crea­
tures, w h o  fay, “ I can be no wrorfe— I m ay  
be better  th a n  at prefent therefore, they  
are  ever ready  to rife at the iignal o f  every 
▼illain, w hofe w ild  a m b i t io n ,  or d ifcon ten ts

hurriei
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hurries him into a treacherous connexion 
with France, who hatches in his corrupted 
boíom, the vile confpiracy— the bloody maf- 
facre ! yes, they are ever ready at the call c f  
thefe more enlightened villains, to raiie the 
blood-flained banner on the Towers of  your 
wealthy Capital, to dip their butchering hand 
in the blood of  its citizens, and lay its proud- 
t'ft piles of architecture low :— it is from this 
you have to fear your empty ftreets, your 
tlefolated dwellings, your abfentees, your 
depopulation, not from an Union with Eng- 
land ; it will alone give fecurity ; it will re­
move all the evils complained o f ;  it will heal 
all the wounds, flill bleeding, from the late 
lamentable civil contefis. Mr. Weld endea­
vours to prove, that it has been all along the 
policy of England to keep down the trade of  
Ireland. He gives a note from Rapine’s Hif- 
tory upon the fubjett. I f  fuch has been the 
policy o f  Britain, let me aik you, Mr. Weld, 
let me afk you, or any honeft Iriihman, can 
there be advanced a more ftriking argument 
}n favour of  an Union ? You will no longer 
be a rival in trade (fays Britain) that I fear, 
bu t  a partner an equal, and although you 
ihare in m y rifki,  you alfo fhare in all my

profits ;



profils ; your fu ture  profperity, will now bs 
m y  profperi ty ;  you r  riches, m y  r iches ;  
your  peace, your glory, m ine alfo. T h e  ge- 
nerous, enlightened Britifh. m erchant  will fay*

I am  halving m y  profits w ith  our  brothers  
in a filter k ingdom  j” but,  u ltimately, w ha t  
tends to heighten their profperity will prove 
the profperity, the fafety, the g lory  o f  a l l ;  
and  w ith  fuch fpacious bays, fuch ports, a 
foil and climate, w h a t  height o f  p ro fper i ty  in 
trade an d  m anufaclures ,  m ay  no t Ireland 
reach ! H e r  towns, on every coaflt, will in  a 
few years, equal the m oil  f louri ih ing  m ercan­
tile towns in  England, and they  will pour  
wealth into the very  heart o f  the k ingdom - 
T h is  will ^e the m oit  effectual m ethod  to 
m ake up  for th a t  cruel depopulation, t h a t  
took place in  fome parts o f  the c o u n t ry  f > 
lately. T h e  bond o f  U n io n  once fixed, we 
will lee the m anufac tu rer ,  the m erchan t ,  the  
fpecuiator, flock in  n u m b ers  to this fertile 
ifland, the hopes o f  fu tu re  wealth , will r e ­
move all fears. In the  tow ns where  there will 
bt* little r ifque, they  will fir ft com m ence their  
operations, and  by degrees b ranch  out. Soon 
will we fee, in  place o f  thefe fo r lo rn  
wretches we n o w  deplore, thefe  tw e n ty - th o u -

faucí
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fand that lies ftretched on the field of rebel­
lion, twice twenty-thoufand o f  induftrious, 
ufeful members of  fotiety, who, by their 
iuccefs, will encourage others to follow their 
example ; fay not, that where manufacture» 
flourifh, agriculture is negleCted, the m anu­
facturers muft be fed, and where they and their 
families are, the farmer will find a ready fale 
for all his crops, an inducement to quicken 
his exertions and double his labour. H e will 
fee in his neighbour, the Engliih manufactu­
rer, a bufy, contented man, who is able to 
give his children that education, he himfelf 
received. The Irifh peafant will fee the happy 
eifeCts, and feek for information himfelf, and 
for his family. Thefe new fettlers will in- 
creafe the num ber of  Proteftant inhabitants, 
Teligious differences will be forgot in the pur- 
fuits of wealth and indufirious labour, initead 
of rancou r  againft each other, they will look 
up with gratitude to Heaven, for the happy 
change in their condition, peace in their 
k n d  ; a land which now the Peer, the Gen­
tleman, will no more wiih to forfake, and 
w h e n  the duty of fome carries them away, 
t h e y  will with fatisfaCtion, think of  their re­
turn  to their fertile fields, their flourifhing

village*,



villages, their fife and llately maniions, lur-  
rau n d ed  with a bufy peafantry. W e m ay 
then hope to fee, where now the eye wanders 
with fearful glance over the defolated plain^ 
where only is to be feen the ru b b ifh  o f  a 
burned  up-houfe, or p lundered  village; the 
growing town, the bufy thoufands. T here  will 
be no abfentees, b u t  thofe w hom  their  du ty  
calls away from  a country  in fuch a Hate as 
this. T h e  U n ion  will create a m u tu a l  intereft 
and confidence between the h igh  and the low, 
the G entlem an * will be bufied in the great 
w ork o f  forw arding  the induifc^ous exertions 
o f  others, w h ich  will tu rn  o u f a t  laft to his 
own advantage. A n  U n io n  w ould  create a 
m u tu a l  reliance and  afte&ion between thefe 
two Countries, tha t  have been fo long, and  
ftill are connected. Inltead o f  d iftruft  and  
hatred , witnefs Scotland an d  E ng land ,  be­
tw ix t w hom  fo perfe<it a confidence fubfifts. 
A n  U n io n  betw ixt th em  was a m ore  u n n a tu ­
ral circumftance. L o n g  led on  againft  each 
o ther  by  rival K ings, to b loody wars, no  
wonder the ir  hearts revolted again it  each

*  T h e  Proprietor o f  the land upon which the manufac­
turer fixes, tnuft be m uch benerited and enriched.
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other. It is only fo lardy as in James the 
Sixth’s reign they ceafed to he enemies. How 
much more rational an Union with Ireland, 
whofe Kings have been the fame, whofe con­
nection has fubfifted with. England ever fince 
the reign of  Henry the Second. Who is it 
that would not wiih for a perfedl confidence, 
inftead of that cruel diftruft, which has occa- 
lioned all the paft and prefent miferies of 
Ireland, and which, i f  perfevered in, will 

Jhake the connexion, and perhaps at laft occa- 
fion Ireland to fall an eafy prey to the defigns 
of France ; then would the irrefiftable navy 
of Britain appear no longer the powerful, the 
vigilent protecior of your fhores, and your 
trade, but a defperate foe and exafperated 
enemy, who, though fhe would certainly 
chaitife the deceitful invaders, yet could not 
prevent the miferies that to you would enfue. 
The French, obliged to abandon the ifland, 
would leave it in fuch a \m etched flate as 
would move the pity, the forgivenefs of even 
offended Briton ; then, and then only, would be 
felt an humbling dépendance. France holds 
forth to you the promife of independence and 
freedom from every reflraint ; yes, fhe would 
free you from any religion, law or fecurity

you
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von poiTefs, d ra in  you o f  your wealth by 
frightful contributions, then leave you Xo the 
butchering fu ry  o f  that  milled party in this 
country, who would find themfelves fo cruelly 
difappointed in  all their hopes. In  fliorti 
France while offering the fraternal embrace 
would fiab you to the heart, as the has done 
every country  tha t  by deceit fhe has d ra w n  
into her power. Look to the plains oi Belgium 
and all the countries round ,  how  they  f trug- 
gle to free themfelves f rom  the G r ip  ot thcie 
cruel tyrants ,  whole fcourge they have fo fe- 
vereiy felt ; the ftruggle p e rh a p s  has reached 
the heart o f  France, perhaps ere long will prove 
the d e f t ru d io n  o f  tha t  f r igh tfu l  m onfter,  the 
French Republic,  tha t  has fo long  d i l tu rb ed  
the peace o f  an  a ltonifhed w o r ld ;  y ou  will 
perhaps fay, this is the imperious language Oi. 
B rita in  !— no, it is the language o f  fincerity, 
proceeding from  a fteady consideration o f  d if­
férent facts and  circumftances relating to this 
co un try ,  and  from  a w ifh ,  as a fincere fr iend  
to Ireland, to  recall y o u r  a t ten tion  to th em  ; 
as fuch I en trea t  you no t to allow youfelves to 
be led off by  the offended pride o f  a heated 
imagination, f ro m  the  attentive confideration
o f  w h a t  fo much concerns your intercjl.
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As to taxes, that H ydra  with a thoufarul 
Heads, held up to terrify a land ; Ireland uui- 
ted with England will never be fo heavily tax ­
ed as Britain has been during a defperate war, 
which we may now hope is drawing near a 
conclusion; yet what has been the'efleds of  
this ? has it proved her ruin? has it h u r t  her 
trade ? no, the merchant thrives, the farmer 
gets a reafonable price for his grain, the poor 
have plenty of bread and are content ; the 
value of land never was higher in England 
and Scotland ! the taxes are fcarce felt by the 
poor; the weight of  them are laid moil wifely 
upon them who can bear them, thofe who 
poiTefs eminent wealth, a variety o f  manfions, 
equipages, fervants, horfes, &c. The taxes 
perhaps fortunately fupprefs thofe overgrown 
foi tunes, that pride, diihpation and luxury 
which is at laft the ruin  of every profperous 
ilate ; fo fpeaks the degenerate fons of Italy, 
the defolated amphitheatres of  Rome. M r ’ 
Weld remarks, the fituation o f  England, is 
different from what it was at the period of  an 
Union with Scotland ; yes, it is different, the 
whole ftate of Europe is changed ; there has 
been a convnlfion all over the world, which has 
been felt by every kingdom, fhaken ibme, laid  
Others low— yet B r i t a i n  s t a n d s , is feen in

the



the violence o f  the fu r round ing  ilorm to .laife 
her tr ium phan t head, and  like her Glorious 
Navy, no waves can ihake her courage! no 
thunder  from the cannons o f  her  united eue- 
mies, lnhnair her glory ! ihe checks the rapid  
prog re is o f  victorious France ; in near, in  dif- 
tant feasdeftroys her fleets, defeats her#ef igns ,  
even lier operations upon the African ifcoresihe* 
difconccrts! T h e  voice o f  her t r iu m p h a n t  navv, 
her  cannons roar ; raifes the drooping  fpiric 
of a w ondering  world, and rallies the k ing­
dom s o f  the earth  ! France trembles— lier 
m an y  tyrants ,  who has fought to moleft, de- 
troy, and  fwallow up  every fu r ro u n d in g  n a ­

tion, Hands tottering on the b r in k  o f  ru in  
Nations, who have been dazzled w ith  pail vic­
tory, will now  no longer fu b m it  to their  wiki 
p io je a s — their  ty ran n iz in g  fp iri t  ; th ey  have 
no i erty   ̂ they enjoy no peace. F landers,
H olland is m a n  u p roar  ! Paris, perhaps, ere 
ong, w i l l b e n y W /  Is this the nation  tha t

t i e  laiL, tlie . though  tlefs Sons o f  Ireland en- 
c eavour to c o n n e d  their  C o u n try  w ith  ? T h e  
nation whbib co n tr ib u t io n s  hav e  h u m b l e d  

and  deilroyed the £ o u n t r i e f, (he by  deceit o r  
violence, has added to h e r  ow n. B r i u in  has 

a Ù V m  long  a n d  g r i„ m ,8

contcil .
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con te it ; b u t  (he rifes fuperior to her r. n l s  ; 
her forti tude is ftrengthened ; her virtue re­
fined by exertion. 1 his is the fituatujn oi 
Britain at this period, w hen  fhe wiihes for an 
U nion  with you— an U n ion  which I have en­
deavoured to convince you, would remove your 
evils, and heal your  w o u n d s — would add new 
cities, and increafe the profperity o f  tliofe you 
have ; would fcatter plenty o’er a fmihng land. 
Dublin, the great metropolis of a f i o u r i f h i n g  

a n d  enlightened Country , would herfelf proi- 
per, altho’ the Parliament ihould  be removed.
I t  will be (till the refidence of your LordLieu- 
tenant ; the Seat of Law and Learn ing ;  }Our 
Courts u f  Juitice ; your Univerfity muft ever 
f lourifh ; the wealthy m anufacturer  will no 
where find his children could receive fo po- 
lifhed an education ; it will be the gay lefoit  
o f  a rich and happy People. I  truft, i f  a n  

Union ihould take place, the m e r c a n t i l e  peo­
ple of D ublin  would find their trade more 
ílourifhing, their City more crowded than  
ever. W ho would not wifh for the profpe. 
rity o f  that valuable, I will fay tliat: glori­
ous Yeomanry, v.hofe loyalty and perle- , 
verance, whole vigilence and bravery laved j
this City from all the horrors of affaflmation

and
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and pl under ;  unlhaken in the mi d ll  of d an .  
ger and fedition ; their  firm intrepidity made 
the vile affaffin’s heart to ihake, and his half- 
lifted pike and dagger to fall from his t rem ­
bl ing h a n d ;  their unwearied exertions fup- 
plied the deficiency in num bers  o f  her regu­
lar ti oops ; bu t for them, the bravery o f  the 
icattered a rm y  would have been in  vain. 
H ow  pleafing alfo to recoiled , w ith  w h a t  
chearfulnefs the E ng li ib  Militia, led on by 
their  brave Nobility and m en  o f  proper ty ,  
^ett their peaceful C ountry ,  and  every c o m ­
fort, a n d  flew to fave a to tte ring  land, al­
though  the hardeft ta lk  was over before they  
could advance, ftill they  deferve th e  great eli 

prnife ; and  their appearance allowed the  h a r -  
rafled Y eom anry  to breathe a t  times, to lay 
afide the helmet they  had  worn, th e  fwor : 
they  had  wielded, n igh t  a n d  day ,  for  m o n th s ,  
with  all the lleadujcls o!' veteran tróops.

1 have now , I hope, to thofe tha t  have  foU 
lowed me wi t h  can d o u r  an d  a t ten t io n ,  p roved  
tha t  the profperity , the fecu r i ty ,  a n d  happ i-  
nefs of Brita in  and  Ireland neve r  can  be fepa- 
ra ted  ; therefore, the m o re  clofe the  co n n e c ­
tion, the i irm er the U n io n  the  better for b o th

Countries.



Countries. Oh! thou rafh, thou cruel man,
1 had ahnoit faid thou fiend, that dares to raife 
a fpirit of diftruft and hatred betwixt them.
It was fuch violence, fuch delufion as this, that 
caufed all the miferies, fo lately experienced, 
jo bur ft out. S u c h  violence that will more 
effectually deftroy your Country than all the 
invaiions, the contributions of  Trance, ^ e
Sons of Ireland------ ye Yeomenry of  Dublin,
with whom fo much learning, wealth, and 
bravery a r e  united, liften, 0  lijle n  to the voice 
of Rcafon ; hear how fhe loudly calls from 
B r i t a i n 's  S h o r e s , her words are thefe : “  Look 
not, O fair 1ER NE, to thy fifter-ifle with 
fuch eyes of hatred and diilruft ; i puin hei 
not off with fuch malicious rancour and con­
tempt. Behold ihe extends her arms, fhe in- 
treats your confidence— your friendfhip : She, 
w ith  fincerity, acknowledges—fhe offers you 
h e r  hand, with a h o p e  that y o u  and J h e  may be 
enabled to it and firm and ered  amidil the dafh- 
in g  waves, the raging florins that furroundyou. 
The Britifh Lion will be heard to roar, but only 
to terrify your enemies, and her enemies j to 
protect your trade, and her trade ; to increafe 
your glory, and her glory ; to fecure your peace. 
H and  in hand, you will brave every danger,
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and beat oiF every fo e ; tlicn will the Lio 
couch, the H a rp  be f.ru ck , and Britain, recli­
n ing  over the watchful guard ian  o f  you both, 
will liften, w ith  complacent fmiles, to thy  
melodious Jlrains. T h e n  fliall thy  happy Sons 
and  Daughters, w ith  bufy hands and foltering 
care, rear and entwine the R o s e  the S h a m ­
r o c k , and the T h i s t l e , and raife the g r a t e ­

ful long o f  happy, happy, happy U n io n .”
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