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FEW THOUGHTS

ON AN

v N I ©O N.

AN Union, or no Union with Britain, 1is
the important Queftion that at prefent inte~
refts the Minds of the Public, and that muft

roufe the anxiety of every true Patriot, I will
not fay Irifh alone, for furely the Intereft, the

Peace, the Profperity of Britain and Ireland,
can never be feparated; and they are neither

well-wifhers or friends to any of the Countries
that endeavour to do fo.

I mean not in thefe few Sheets to attempt
to decide with obftinacy upon fo important a

B fubje@,
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fubje& nor will any wife or moderate Man
do fo, until the Terms held out by Britain
are known, paflion may fuggeit, but reafon
cannot argue, till thefe truths are fully un-
derftood. I mean not to argue ftep by fiep
upon the different points of a Subjeét not yet
clearly known, in fo doing I would expofe
myfelf, and millead others. I'do not hope to
convert thofe that have already wrote with
too much paflion upon the Subje&t. Butl
ardently wifth, and am not without a faint
Hope, that I may be able to advance fome-
thing that will help to footh that public Agi-,
tation, which the inflammatory Writings that
are now fo eagerly feattered amongfl the In-
habitants of this City, are fo calculated to
raife. My wifh, my defign is to warn the
Public againft being led off by the prejudice,
the paflion of thofe Men, who at this anxious
Period are {o bufy in exciting want of confi-
dence, and difguft again{t every Meafure,
every Offer, fuggefted by Britain ; they write
to inflame the ignorant, not convince the
well informed. It will perhaps be faid by
forne, this is not the Language of Modera-
tion ; but what can be faid after reading that
wonderful Produéion, intitled “ No Union,”

wrote
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wrote by a Gentleman, who from his Profef-
fion, his Abilities, might have been expected
to exprefs himfelf in a very different Style,®
who would certainly be much offended at be-

_ing reckoned ignorant, or ill-informed of hif-

]

torical facts, relating to Britain and Ireland,
or of the prefent fituation of any part of
either Countries ;—If this gentleman is not
himfelf ignorant, what then does his writ-
ings mean? why are they fraught with fo
much Milinformation, Mifconftruéion, and
Violence? Surely to miflead the ignorant,
and roufe a fpirit of revolr, againft every
thing that reafon, humanity, or religion can
{uggeft, and O, that the voice of thef: friends
to Mankind could be heard, could penetrate

- the hearts of the People of Ireland! Then

might we hope the cannons roar would ceafe,
the carnage of war rage no more, that poverty,
ignorance, and difeontent, would vanifh by de-
grees, from the fertile fland of Ireland! But
I muft not allow thefe pleafing thoughts
to carry me away, as if I were running off
from the Author and the Pamphlet of No
Union! though I muft confefs, I am unwil-
ling to forfake thofe foothing refle@tions, and
recurn to fuch furbulent company, and to the

: B 2 dif-
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difagreeable bufinefs of contradicting the Au-
thor’s aflertions upon various points, yet I
truft I am no coward, though I hate caviling,
the love of truth, and earneft defire for public
peace and profperity, urges me on, unaccuf-
tomed to write, either for profit or pleafure, 1
fear I may be often incorrect and irregular in
my ftyle; but as I feel, I write, from a wifh
to promote the happinefs, and to fave from
error, the Inhabitants of this City; I throw
myfelf upon their mercy, and if even they
fhould fneer at fome parts of this compofition,
yet if they with candour attend to the truths,
ftated in others, my defign will be completed,
my wifh {atisfied. [ muft again fay, that’
when reading Mr. Weld’s Pamphlet, I am
more and more aftonifhed, when [ fee a Man
in his line, advance aflertions with regard to
the paft and prefent fituation of Scotland, a
country not fo diftant, or unknown to the
inhabitants of this, as to allow the poflibility
of what he ftates with regard to it, being in
the leaft credited. Surely it is no good ac-
count of his caufe, when he has recourfe to
mifreprefentation and falfe colouring: he
feems not to truft to the foundnefs of his ar-
gument, but endeavours to dazzle the reader,

and




and like a fkilful veteran of the law, to throw
what light he pleafes upon the fubjec.

Let us caft our eyes towards this f{ame
wretched country of Scotland, that Mr. Weld
{peaks of with fo much pity and coutempr,
and endeavours to recolle® a few partg of the
pait and prefent fituation of it. Hiftory in-
forms us of her long, her ancient race of
kings, of her brave, her imperious, and relt-
lefs nobility, whofe wild ambition, at times,
flopped not, till they had dipped their daggers
in the Royal blood !—England, a part of the
fame ifland, at a very early period, became a
Powerful, and enlightened nation, who at one
time carried with fuccefs its arms into the
very heart of the Continent, Who does not
remember with admiration and furprize, the
height of military glory, that under Edwards
the Firft and Thi:d, England attained. Dur-
ing thofe interefling periods, England was
fometimes the friend and ally of Scotland,
but more frequently its firong and inveterate
enemy ; Scotland ftill continued the ffrugele,
and notwithftanding the intrigues, the bold
attacks of ‘England, led on by her warlike
kings, long maintained her independence,

and
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and retained her monarchs, till atlength the
Stewart line, not fhaken from their throne;
by afuccefsful enemy, but owing to a concur-
rence of different circumftances, wag removed
from the Scotch to the Englifh throne.. The
Stewart line, during the conteft with England,
had been often obliged to feck the afliftance of
France, and in fo doing, they opened a way
for her in future to carry on her defigns and
intrigues, which fhe for a great length of |
time continued to do, and the effe& of which
was long felt. Nothing but the Scotch, now
finding their monarch fixed upon the Englifh
throne, could have made them look towards
that country with any degree of complacency,
but as the reformation was extended over moft
part of the kingdom, and the Prefbeterian, or
Puritanical religion pretty much eftablithed,
they parted with their ancient kings, whom
they had found too much attached to the Ro-
man Catholic religion, with lefs regret. In
“harles the Firft's reign, they joined the Par-
liament in endeavouring to reftrain the over-
grown prerogative of the Crown, and we all
krow the fuccefsful ftruggle they maintained,
i fecuring to their pofterity, the free exercife

of their favourite form of religion, and their
eftablifhed
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eftablilhed Church.—We cannot be furprized
at Scotland long refifting an Union with her
ancient epemies, the Englifh, although, in fo
doing, the was blind to her own intereft.
The conftant war with England had depopu-
lated the country, drained it of money, kept
back its civilization, its commerce and manu-
factures ; in fhort, Scotland before the Uaion,
- was, from thefe various circamftances, a
proud, a poor, infeebled nation. The Stewart
line, when excluded from the Briti{h throne,
called again upon France, its ancient ally, to
efpoufe their caufe, and urged her to intrigue
in Scotland in fuch a manner as to raife com.
motions, in order to further their reftoration
to the Englifh throne. To thefe machinations
may be attributed the following rebellions of
1715 and 1745, not from the Scotch {uffering
from the effe@s of an Union with England,
(as is erroneoufly aflerted by Mr. Weld,) al-
though it was no wonder if they feared at firit
they would have done fo. Governed by the
fame kings, it was found that the connetion
between the two kingdoms was not ftrct
enough. “Scotland was ftill open to French
intrigue ; it felt not {ufliciently the influence
of themild laws, the commerce, the learn-

ing
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ing of England; it was neither enlightened
nor civilized enough to feek for that benefit;
but after the Union was fully eftablifhed and
underftood, the good effets were foon felt
and acknowledged. By degrees religious ani-
mofities were foftened, agriculture and manu-
faGtures introduced from England ; and what
has been the confequence ? why, Edinburgh,
the capital of Scotland, fince the Union, 1s
increafed one-half in fize, and more than one-
third in population, and notwithftanding a
long and expenfive war, the Baltick trade at
this period is carried on with the greateft {pi-
rit and fuccefs, at her port of Leith ; the lands
in Eaft and Mid-Lothian, highly cultivated,
and, indeed, over the whole Low Lands of
Scotland a plentiful harveft repays the indui-
trious labour of the hufbandman, the greateft
part of which is rich and beautiful, and has a
variety of fcenery rarely to be met with.
The manufacures of the country are going
on in the moft flourithing manner; at Glaf-
gow and Paifley beyond conception. Paifley,
from being a {fmall and infignificant town, 1s
now inhabited by upwards of 30,000 people ;
Glafgow, I believe, comes next in commercial
rank to Liverpool: All over the Weft of

Scot-
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Seotland the fame rapid increafe of trade and
manufadures; the cotton to the greateft ex-
rent, and woollen and linen with much {pi-
rit, confequently there is found the quickeft
fale imaginable for coal, which 1s’ found 1n
moft parts of the Low Countries, and induf=
trioufly worked. Doubtlefs, in the ifland of
Ireland there muft be much coal found, if
diligently looked for, this the induftrious ma-
nufa@urer would occafion to be done. The
Highlands of Scotland, where agriculture
cannot reach, now experiences the blefled ef-
feéts of an Union with England; her lofty
Yeath-clad hills are thrown into fheep farms;
the attention which has been paid by the
Scots Members of Parliament to the woollen
manufacture, is well known, and felt with
gratitude by their conflituents and eountry=-
men; other parts of the Highlands are more
favourable for rearing and feeding black
cattle; this is afliduoufly attended to by the
inhabitants, and it is amazing to fee the num-
ber of herds, or droves, they take to the
Englith market, where that particular breed
is muchefteemed. The Highlanders no lon-
ger look upon England with the eyes of dif-
truft and hatred ; thofe fentiments which for-

G merly



I4
merly led them into all the mifiries and vio-
lence of rebellion. They return to their own
country with hearts filled with gratitude to a
kind Providence, for the free, the confidential
intercourfe that now fubfifts with England
and them, and for all the comforts that flow
from it, they can comfortably clothe and feed
their families ; thofe families that are now the
healthy nurferies of the Britith army, from
whence fo many brave and fteady foldiers
are drawn. Never again will rebellion be feen
to rear her hedious form; upon the now
peaceful mountains of Caledonia, her loyal
fons now flock to the ftandard of their King,
and confefs that the Britith Lion has proved

the generous friend and prote¢tor of the
Scotifh Thiftle. ’

In hopes that this Pamphlet may fall into
the hands of fome of the patriotic Gentle-
men of this Country, of whom I make no
doubt there are numbers, I will give a fhort
account of the character and exertions of a
valuable man, who has had an a@ive hand in
{preading induftry and wealth over the Wef
tern parts of Scotland, which will prove how
ill-founded Mr. Weld’s opinion is, with re-

| gard



gard to the Britifh ..manufaﬂurer, when he’
{ays, “ His exertions can but add little to the
happinefs and profperity of Ireland.”

Mr. Dale, a native of the Weft of Scot-
land, does not himfelf blufh to confefs, that
his birth was low, his circumitances very
limited, at the beginning of life. He kept,
I believe, a {mall fhop in the town of Glaf-
gow; by induftry and attention, he gained a
few hundreds; he was encouraged from the
profperity of - all around him to venture into
the cotton manufactory, he then gained thou-
{fands, but not to accumulate them, that he
might in future riot in all the luxuries of
wealth ; “ No,” fays he; I have now the
ability, I will now try how I can moft benefit
my country, perhaps fome of my fellow-
creatures, who are pining in want—who are
loft in ignorance.” = The cotron works he now
has are numberlefs, and to them he has
drawn thoufands. The poor man in the
country where he places them, who was before
weighed down, and almoft unable to {upport
a numerous family, now finds his children,
the fource of his greateft riches, every in-
~ fant from five years old brings fome fhillings

C 2! a week
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'a week to add to the comfort and growing
wealth of their parents,

“ Shall ,” fays Mr. Dale, * whouhave fed
and clothed them, negle@ their minds? No—
I will give them religious inftructions;” and
at every manufaltery he has well-informed
teachers, who inftru@ the children—who
teach different fchools fix days every week,
and on the feventh a Sunday fchool; he
allows every child {fo much time to attend
them, and although it loofes him fo much of
their work, yet ultimately, he knows he is
no {ufferer from it, as they in general turn
out attentive, diligent workers, who are
faved from that diflipation which is {o apt to
creep in amongft fuch a colle@ion of people.
Two_or three {fuch men as this in Ireland
would be a greater blefling than all the com-
merce of the Eaft. -

There are a few words more I muft addrefs
“to the Patriots of Ireland (Roman Catholic
as well as Proteftant) with regard to parochial
{chools, which have been found of the greateft
ufe in Scotland. There 1s a fchool fixed in
every parifh, however f{mall; the proprietor
of
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of every eftate, according to its value and ex-
tent, pays a certain proportion of the falary
of the fchool-mafler; this comes to be but a
very fmall matter indeed, as the falary does
not often exceed 3ol. or g4ol.—this enables the
mafter to give all the children of the parifh
education for almoft nothing, and it is the
duty of the Clergyman to fee that the teacher -
is 2 man of fome information and {iri& mo-
rality; many of them teach Latin, all of
them reading, writing, and arithmetick. I
need hardly mention the beneficial effe@s of
this ; it muft eafily be imagined, and it is
certainly one of the great caufes of the differ-
ence between the Scotch and the Irifh peafan-
try ; but for this, the plenty of cheap fpirits
to be met with in Scotland, as well as [reland,
would deftroy the morality and happinefs of
the lower ranks. Scotland, now no more a
poor and infeebled country, worn out with
the conteft of her ambitious Nobles, and con-
tinual wars with England, has fomething
more valuable to-boaft of than her long race
of Kings and ancient Nobility—fhe has her
profperity, < her induftry and morality, the
learning and liberality of the higher ranks,
the purity of her Clergy, her agriculture
' flourifhing

/
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flourithing under the hands of her laborious
hufbandmen ; themfelves and family comifort-
ably clothed and fed, looking up with affec-
tion and refpect to the proprietor of “the lands
they farm, the mafter to whom with chearful-
nefs and regularity they pay their rents. She
can boaft of a Capital, the one half of which,
for the beauty and elegance of its buildings,
cannot be furpafled, and I believe 1s not
equalled by any in Europe; a learned and
flourifhing Bar, a refpe@able Bench of Judges,
an Univerfity, blefled with profeflors, famed
for their talents and eminence, fhe can boaft
of a Mansfield, a Dundas, a Smith, a Ro-
bertfon, a Blair, a2 Duncan, I would fay an
Erfkin, but, alas! he has blafted his Coun-
try’s hopes, that looked to him as one of her
greateft ornaments and fupports ; he has dim-
med thofe bright rays that darted from his
brilliant imagination, refined, inriched with
all that learning and talents could beftow.

Having now given a faithful defcription of
the prefent fituation of Scotland, I think I
have fufficiently proved how falfe the repre-
fentations and affertions of Mr. Weld are
with regard to that country, confequently

AT how
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how falfe his conclufions; if fo in hijs firft,
the others may be found equally erroneous. In
truth we will foon fee the whole of this
wonderful—this inflammatory delufion, va-
nith in fmoke, before the eye of Reafon.
T'he Scotfman furrounded with every com-
fort that profperity and fecurity can beftow,
can now himfelf fmile at the malicious fatire
of a Churchill, the blindnefs of a churlifh
Johnfton, at the fame time that he recolle@s
with gratitude, the blefled effe@s of an Union
with England. When France firft began. to
fcatter her vile emiflaries over the face of the
earth, in order to light the torch of difcord
and rebellion in every kingdom, Scotland
was not neglected, and a buly work was be-
gun; happily her fchemes were defeated.
In a country, where there is religious tolera-
tion, where every comfort is enjoyed, where
the lower ranks are taught to read their Bible,
the Peaple can foon be recalled to thejr duty ;
their Bible teaches them to fear their Gaod,

honour their King, fargive their Enemies,
ind to love their Neighbours as themfelves,
nd this knewledge muft ever be the greate(t

. . ¥ - .
ecurity for the peace of every country.
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With regard to an Union of Ircland with
Eritain, we can only at prefent (when ' the
particular terms are not perfe&ly underftood)
take it in a general view. But {furely it appears

reafonable, that when once one ‘country 1s

governed by the King of another, thefe two
countries cannot be too clofely, or firictly,
anited. The nominal independence of either
muft ever prove, like French freedom, the
fource of every mifery in the country that
looks up to it with enthufiafm : So it proved
in the paft and prefent hiftory of Ireland ;
but I truft, that before many years, the ¢n-
joyment of every real good that profperity,
Jfecurity, and peace can beftow, will make her
Jook back to this phantom idol with con-
tempt. I certainly differ very much in opi-
nion with/Mr. Weld, when he fays, * That
an all-wife. Providence has placed a fea be-
cween the two countries, as an effectual bar-
rier to a perfe@ Union;” on the contrary,
the local and internal fituation of Ireland,
fhews plainly an all-wife God had determined
otherwife. See where Ireland lies, almoft
émbofomed in the fhores of Britain, which,
thanks be to God, he has placed between
France and Ireland. If we look into her hif-

torys
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tory, we will find her in early times governed
by provincial Kings, who, in general, owned
one fuperior; in fhort, a form of govern-
ment, from which much conteft and confu-
fion muft proceed. The confequence of which
was, {he never poflefled fufficient energy, po-
litical importance, or a fleet, to enable her to
ftand by herfelf; confequently, fhe fell a
more ea{y prey to the Kings of a powerful
ifland, poffefled of a// thefe advantges.—
Henry the Second of England, by interfering
in the difputes of her petty Princes, gained
an afcendancy, which in a little time, en-
abled the Kings of England to annex Ireland
to their Crown. It was then Ireland loft her
true independence to England, for any thing
{he has fince poffefled, I have already proved,
was only nominal and deftructive ; and pray
what had fhe to lofe at that early period, that
ought to be valued, or brought in comparifon
with a conne&tion formed with a powerful
nation? Nothing but a confufed, a weak,
and turbulent form of government. Britain
has ever had the fuperiority in her navy over
every other nation; France has never been
able to equal her in that great object; furely
it was moft beneficial and expedient for Irea

D land
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land to be conneted with 2 nation like Bri-
tain, the Kings of which had early difcovered
that the fafety and glory of their ifland de-
pended upon the greatnefs of her navy ; from
fuch a conne&ion her fhores will be prote@-
ed, her commerce extended, - and fhe poffeffed
of every means to civilize and ¢énrich herfelf.
But has Ireland benefited from fuch a con-
nection {fo much as was to have been expet-
ed ? No—the hiftory of her cruel rebellion,
her bloody maffacres, during Charles the
Firft's reign, and all the various, hedious
forms rebellion at different periods, has af-
fumed in this Country, is a melancholy proof
fhe has not. The Britith Government, by
granting a free trade and toleration of religion,
hoped more effeQually to fecure her peace
and profperity, but ftill parties were ever
rifing up in different quarters of the king-
dom, harrafling and deftroying each other;
partial difturbances were ever felt; nor did
the profperity or riches of one part of the
Country keep the other quiet, in fpite of all
the commerce enjoyed, flill the peafantry of
Ireland were neglected, poor, ignorant, naked,
ready to be rouzed to rebellion by every fo-

reign and domeflic fiend that fets himfelf to
the
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the diabolical tatk, The Noblemen, and
Gentlemen, 700 offer turn with difguft from
that country, where they cannot dwell in fe-
curity, and inftead of trying to remedy in
fome degree the evil, (which they fear is be=
yond their abilities) many of them, for a
length of time, ' go into another land, iate
which they draw the rents of their eftate—
their property fub-fet from one man to an-
other—the poor farmer is left to the mercy of
an unfeeling tax-man—is often unable, as
well as unwilling, to pay his rent. Will an
Union (you afk) remove thofe evils? Yes,
certainly, it will. Since you were, at a very
carly period, conne&ted with a powerful na-
tion; fince Providence feems to have deter.
mined it fhould be fo; fince the Kings of
England have {o long been your Kings, con-
ne&t yourfelf more clofely with her, that you
may be more under the influence of her mild
Conftitution and manners, that fhe may be
enabled more perfectly to prote& you from
French intrigue, which has been fo bufy for
thefe feveral years, in fowing the rancorous
feeds of rebellion over this unhappy land,
which o lately plunged you into all the horrors
and miferies of civil war. Britain withes not,

D2 as
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as Mr. Weld rafhly and ungeneroufly aflerts,
to humble you as a rival—her defign 15 to
raife you to the fame ftate of profperity and
civilization as herfelf. She acknowledges by
fo doing, fhe would promote her own inte-
reft, as well as yours, which never {hould be

feparated—that as you have one King, fo you

fhould have one Parliament, where the ableft
men, of both nations, would confult and de-
termine upon the meafures to be followed,
which will moft effeGually tend to footh reli-
gious differences, and introduce information
and comfort amongft the lower ranks, Until
this is attended to by the Nobility and Gen-
tlemen of Ireland, in vain will commerce be
extended ;—it is like laying manure on a field
overrun with weeds; the internal evils grow
and ftrengthen with the richnefs of a country
in the fituation of this.  What,” fays Mr.
Weld, «is the intention of the Minifter, in
forcing an Union upon the People of Ireland 2"
May I in return afk how he already knows
that the bulk of the People are againft it, or
that if they were fo, the Minifter would force
it upon them? This is taking much for
granted, and merely for the fake of faying

fomething upon the fubje¢t that will raife a
e . | {pirit



fpiric of difguft and indignation ; but not-
with{tanding all that he or others may fay
upon the fubjec, there is little doubt, that
whatever meafures are determined upon—
whatever offers held out to this Country—it
will be from a defign—a hope—to prevent a
return of all thofe miferies it has {o lately ex~
perienced ;—to endeavour to do away politi-
cal and religious differences—to endeavour te
pour into the very heart of your Country that
wealth which will extend itlelf to every rank
of the People—will give employment and
comfort to the loweft, and thereby fecurity to
the higher ; then would be mo more {een,
thofe wretched thoufands, who find them-
{elves poflefled of nothing that can foften ex-
iftence—nothing with hope to look forward
to. Who find themfelves in the midft of a
fertile ifland, naked, ignorant, and miferable,
who can have no efernal bopes, becaufe they
{carcely know of a God and a Heaven, far
lefs the truths that could lead them to them'!
No more {ee thefe herds of miferable crea-
tures, who fay, “I can be no worfe—I may
be better than at prefent;” therefore, they
are ever ready to rife at the fignal of every
villain, whofe wild ambition, or difcontent,

hurries

-
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hurries him into a treacherous connc@ion
with France, who hatches in his corrupted
- bofom, the vile confpiracy—the bloody maf-
facre! yes, they are ever ready at the call cf
thefe more enlightened villains, to raife the
blood-flained banner on the Towers of your
wealthy Capital, todip their butchcring hand
i the blood of its citizens, and lay its proud-
elt piles of architecture low :—it is from this
you have to fear your empty fireets, your
defolated dwellings, your “abfentees, your
depopulation, not from an Union with Eng-
land ; it will alone give fecurity; it will re-
move all the evils complained of; it will heal
all the wounds, ftill bleeding, from the late
Iamentable civil contefts. Mr. Weld endea-
vours to prove, thatit has been all along the
policy of England to keep down the trade of
- Ireland.  He gives a note from Rapine’s Hif-
tory upon the fubje@. If fuch has been the
policy of Britain, let me afk you, Mr. Weld,
fet me afk you, or any honeft Irithman, can
there be advanced a more firiking argument
in favour of an Union? You will no longer
be a rival'in trade (fays Britain) that 1 fear,
but a partmer an equal, and although you
thare in my rifks, you alfo fhare in all my

profits ;

i ]
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‘proﬁts; your future profperity, will now be
my profperity ; your riches, my riches;
your peace, your glory, mine alfo. The ge-
nerous, enlightened Britifh merchant will fay,
“ Lam halving my profits with our brothers
in a filter kingdom ;” but, ultimately, what
tends to heighten their profperity will prove
the profperity, the fafety, the glory of all;
and with fuch {pacious bays, fuch ports, a
Hoil and climate, what height of profperity in
trade and manufatures, may not Ireland
reach! Her towns, on every coaflt, will in a
few years, equal the moft flourithing mercan-
tile towns in England, and they will pour
wealth into the very heart of the kingdom.
This will ve the moft effetual method to
make up for that crnel depopulation that
took place in fome parts of the country 1)
fately. The bond ‘of Union once fixed, we
‘will fee the manufa@urer, the meirchant, the
{peculator, flock “in numbers to this ferule
illand, the hopes of future wealth, will re-
move all fears. .Inthe rowns where there will
be little rifque, they will firit commence their
operations, and by degrees branch out.  Soon
will we fee, in place of thefe fouriorn
wretches we now deplore, thefi: twenty-thou-

fand
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fand chat lies firetched on the field of rebel-
lion, twice twenty-thoufand of induftrious,

ufeful members of fociety, who, by their

fuccefs, will encourage others to follow their
example ; fay not, that where manufa&ures
flourith, agricalture is neglected, the manu-
facturers muft be fed, and where they and their
families are, the farmer will find a ready fale
for all his crops, an inducement to quicken
his exertions and double his labour. He will
fee in his neighbour, the Englifh manufatu-
rer, a bufy, contented man, who 1is able to
give his children that education, he himfelf
received. The Irifh peafant will fee the happy
effe@ts, and feck for information himfelf, and
for his family. Thefe new fettlers will in-
creafe the number of Proteftant inhabitants,
religious differences will be forgot in the pur-
{uiteé of wealth and indufirious labour, inftead
of rancour againft each other, they will look
up with gratitude to Heaven, for the happy
change in their condition, peace in their
Jand ; a land which now the Peer, the Gen-
tleman, will no more wifh to forfake, and
when the duty of fome carries ' them away,
they will with fatisfaction, think of their re-
turn to their fertile fields, their flourifhing

 villages,



villages, their {ufe and ﬂately manfions, {ur-
rounded with a bufy peafantry. We may
then hope to fee, where now the eye wanders
with fearful glance over the defolated plain,
where only is to be feen the rubbifh of a
burned up-hboufe, or plundered village ;- the
srowing town, the bufy thoufands. There: wil]
be no abfentees, but thofe whom their duty
calls away from a country in {uch a {tate as
this;  The Union will create a mutunal intereft
and confidence between the high and the low,
the Gentleman * will be bufied in' the great
work of forwarding the indufirious exertions
of others, which will turn laft to his
own advantage. An Unien would create a
mutual rehiance and affe€lion between thefe
two Countries, that have been fo long, and
ftill. are conneéted. Inftead of diftruft and
hatred, witnefs Scotland and England, be-
twixt whom fo perfe& a confidence fubfifts.
An Union betwixt them was a more unnaru-
ral circumftance. Long led on againft each
other by rival Kings, to bloody wars, no
wonder their hearts revolted againft each

* The Proprietor of the land upon which the manufac.
turer ﬁxes;;:hm& be much benefited and enriched.

E other.
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other. It 1s only fo lately as in James the
Sixth’s reign they ceafed to be encmies. How
much more rational an Union with Ireland,
whofe Kings have been the fame, whofe con-
nection has fubfifted with England ever fince
the reign of Henry the Second. ‘Who is ir,
that would not wifh for a perfe&.confidence;
inftead of that cruel diftruft, which has occa-
fioned all the paft and prefent ‘miferies of
Ireland, and which, if perfevered in, will
JShake the conneltion, and perhaps at laft occa-
fion Ireland to fall an eafy prey to the defigns
of ¥rance; then would the irrefiftable navy
of DBritain appear no longer the powerful, the
vigilent proteClor of your fhores, and your
trade, but a defperate’ foe and ' exafperated
enemy, who, though fhe would certainly
chaftife the deceitful invaders, yet could not
prevent the miferies that to you would enfue.
The French,sobliged to abandon the ifland,
would leave it in fuch a wrietched ftate as
would move the pity, the forgivenefs of even
ojfended Briton ; then, and then only, would be
felt an humbling dependance. France holds
forth to you the promife of independence and
freedom from every reftraint; yes, the would

free you trom any religion, law or fecurity
’ you
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yon poflefs, drain you of your wealth by

L]

frighcful contributions, then /leave you to the
butchering fury of that mifled parly in this
country, who would find themfelves fo cruelly
difappointed in all their hopes. In ‘fhorts
France while offering the fraternal enibrace
would flab you to the heart, as {he has done
every country that by deceit {he has drawn
_into her power. Look tothe plains of Belgium
and all the countries round, how they ftrug-
gle to free themfelves from’ the Grip of thefe
cruel tyrants, whofe {courge they have fo fe-
verely felt; the firuggle perhaps has reached
the heart of France, perhaps ere long will prove
the deftrucion of that frightful monfter, the
French Republic, that has {o long difturbed
the peace of an aftonifhed world ; you will
perhaps fay, this'is the imperious language of
Britain '—no, it"is the language of fincerity,
proceeding from a {teady confideration of dif-
ferent facts-and circumftances relating to this
country,‘_a_t‘nd” from a wifh, as a fincere friend
to Ireland, to recall your attention to them ;
as fuch'[ entreat you not to allow youfelves to
be led off by the offended pride of a heated
imagination, from the attentive confideration
of what {o much concerns your intercfl.

E 2 . As
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As to taxes, that Hydra with a thou find)
Heads, held up to terrify a land ; Ireland'unis
ted with England will never be fo heavily tax-
ed as Britain has been during a defperate war,
which we may now hope is drawing near a
conclufion ; yet what has been the efle@®s of
this? has it proved her ruin? has it hure her
trade ? no, the merchant thrives, the farmer
gets a reafonable price for his grain, the poor
have plenty of bread and are content ; the
value of land never was ‘higher in England -
and Scotland ! the taxes are fearce fele by the
poor; the weight of them are laid moft wifely
upon them who can' bear them, thofe who
poflefs eminent wealth, a variety of manfions,
equipages, fervants, horfes, &c. The taxes
perhaps fortunately fupprefs thofe overgrown
fortunes, that pride, diflipation and luxury
which is at laft'the ruin of every profperous
flate ; {o {peaks the degenerate fons of Italy,
the defolated amphitheatres of Rome. Mr,
Weld remarks, the fituation ofEngland, 1s
different from what it was at the period of an
Union- with Scotland 5 yes, it is different, the
whole ftate of Europe is changed ; there has
been a convulfien all over the world, which has -
been felt by every kingdom, thaken {fome, laid

others low—yet BRIT AIN STANDs, is {cen in
the
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the violence of the furrounding ftorm to 1aife

her triumphant head, and like her Glorious

Navy, no waves can fhake her couraget. no

thunder from the cannons of her unjted cue-

mies, imnair her glory ! fhe checks the rapid

progre(s of victorious France ; in near; in dif

tant feas deftroys her fleets, defeats her defigns,

even her operations upon the African thores {the
difconcerts! The voice of her triamphant navy,
her cannous roar ; raifes the dreoping {pirit
of a wondering world, and rallies the king-
doms of the earth! France trembles—her
many tyrants, who has fought to molef}, de-
ftroy, and fwallow up every furrounding na-
tion, ftands lottering on' the brink of ruin.
Nations, who have been dazzled with paft vie-
tory, will now no lenger fubmic to their wild
proje&ts—their tyrannizing f{pirit; they have
no hiberty ; they enjoy no peace. Flanders,
Holland is in an uproar! Paris, perhaps, ere
long, will he 10 Aagmes ! 1s this the nation that
the rath, the thoughtlefs Sons of Ireland en-
deavour to conne@ their Country with?  The
nation, Wh?ifé_' contributions have humbled
and deflroyed the Lountries, {he Dy deceit o
viokencey, has added to her own. Britain has
had affovere firuggle—a long and grievous

COHtCﬂ 3
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&
conteft; but the rifes {uperior to her ralﬁJi
her fortitude 1s firengthened; her virtﬁ'é”“x;r
fined by exertion. This 1s the ﬁtﬁaﬁidﬂof
Britain at this period, when {he wi{b‘é‘s\fér an
Union with you-———én Union which I have en-

deavoured to convince you, would remove your
evils, and heal your wounds—would add new
_cities, and increafe the profperity.of thofe you
bave ; would fcatter plenty©’cra fmiling land.
Dublin, the great mew6polis of a flourifhing
and enlightened Country, would herfelf prof-
per, altho’ the Parliament {hould be removed.
It will be ftill the refidenace of your LordLieu-
tenant; the Seat of Law and Learning; your
Courts of Juftice’; your Univerfity muft ever
flourith; the wealthy manufaclurer will no
where find his children could receive {o po-
lifhed an edueation ; it will be the gay refort
of a rich and bappy People. 1 truft, 1if an
Union_ dhould take place, the mercantile peo-
ple ofDublin would find their trade more
flourifhing, their City more etowded than
cver. “Who would not wifh for the profpe-
rity.s of that valuable, 1 will fay that glori-
ous Yeomanry, whofe “leyalty and perfe-
verance, whofe vigilence and bravery faved
this City from all the horrors of affaffination

and




and plundef; unthaken in the midft of dan._
ger and fedition ; their firm intrepidity made
the vile affaflin’s heart to fhake, and his half-
lifted pike and dagger to fall from his trem-
bliag hand; their unwearied exertions fup-
plied the deficiency in numbers of herfregu-
lar troops ; but for them, the bravery of the
fcattered army would have been in vain.
How 'pleafing alfo to recolle®, with: what
chearfulnefs the Englith Militia led- on by
their brave Nobility and men of property,
left their peaceful Country, and every com-
fort, and flew to fave a tottering land, al-
though the hardeft tafk was over before they
could advance, ftill they deferve the greatefl
praife ; and their appearancedallowed the har.
raffed Yeomanry to Breathe at times, to lay
afide’ the helmet they~had worn, the fwors
they had wielded, might and day, for months,
with all the fteadinefsof vereran troups,
: k/ A
I have now, I hope, to thefe that have fol.
lowed me “imh candour and attention, proved
that the profferity, the fecurity, and happi-
nefs of Britdindand Ireland never can be fepa-
rated ; thefefore, the more clofe the conneg-
tion, t{!]é%iiiﬂ' the Union the better for both
;a» . Countries.

i
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Countrics. Oh! thourafh, thou cruel mati,
1 had almoft faid thou fiend, that dares to ;aﬁg :
a fpirit of diftruft and hatred betwixt thelm,
It was fuch violence, fuch delufion as this, that
caufed all the miferies, fo lately ex"ﬁﬁjenced,
to burlt out.  Such violence that(will more
effectually deftroy your Country than all the
invafions, the contributions of France. Ye
Sons of Ireland ye Yeomeury of Dublin,
with whom fo much learning, wealth, and
bravery are united, liften, @ /flen to the voice .
of Reafon; hear how fhe loudly calls from
Britain’s Shores, her words are thefe: * Look
pot, O fair IERNE, to thy fifter-ifle with
fuch eyes of hatred and diftruft; {purn her
aot off with fuch malicious rancour and con-
tempt. Behold fhe extends her arms, fhe 1n-
treats your confidence—-your friendfhip : She,
with fincerity, acknowledges---fhe offers you
her hand, with a hope that you and fbe may be
enabled to ftand firm and ereét amidft the dafh-
ing waves, theraging ftorms that {furround you.
The Britith Lion will be heard to roar, but only
to terrify your enemics, and her enemies ; to
provect your trade, and her trade ; to increafe
your glory,and her glory; to Jfecure your peace,
Hand in hand, you will brave every danger,

and
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“ning over the watchful guardian of you beth,
will liften, with complacent {miles, th bhy
melodious firains. Then fhall thy hdppg Sons
and Daughters, with bufy hands and foﬁe,rmfv
~care, rear and entwine the Rose the StAm-
Rock, and the TuisTre, and raife the grate-
- ful fong of happy, happy, happy Union,”

R ‘&d b“t OE every joe ; then will the LlO!‘l; n
qwb the Harp be Sfruck, and Britain, recli- "






