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1  H E R E  is now no affeétation o f  denying, that 
the projected U n io n  between Ireland and Great Bri
tain, will be fubmitted in the next ieflion to the con- 
fideration o f  Parliament; nor does any perfon who 
confiders the conftitution o f  that aflembiy, in the lealt 
doubt, what will be the decifion ot the queftion. But 
while it is not yet treafon to diicufs the fubjeft, an 
Irifhman may indulge the melancholy fatisfaílion ot 
fympathizing with his countrymen upon the impend
ing calamity.

It is at lead pardonable to be miftruftful o f  an event, 
avowedly brought forward to efiedt fuch a momentous 
and permanent change ; and natural to look back to 
the effedts o f  that Legiilative fubjeition, lb like an 
Union, which already fubfiited between thefe iilands 
until 1 7 8 2 ;  the removal o f  which diftrefsful conditi-
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on, cOnftitutes the brighteft page in Irííh hiftory, and 
as yet, the moft diitingui/hed exertion of  Irilh vvifdom 
and fpirit.

W hile  England could legiflate for Ireland, and ac- 
tually exercifcd this power in all matters o f  imperial 
concern, they were nearly as much united, as could 
be effedted by the endeavours o f  man, to join two 
countries for which the hand o f  Nature had traced a 
feparate exiftence. And what was then the ftate o f  
Iieland ? L o w  in agriculture and commerce; with but 
one manufacture, Icarcely adequate to provide remit
tances to abfentees ; beggary in the ftreets, and idle- 
nefs in the workfhops j the rents o f  lands fcarcely half 
their prefent amount ; little room for the production 
o f  capital, and as little opportunity for its employ
ment, if acquired. It was a ftate o f  intolerable po
verty, which, with an effort o f  deiperate energy, and 
in a fortunate conjuncture, ftimulated the nation to 
wreft from the all-griping and tenacious monopoly of  
England, a iree trade j a ftate o f  humiliation, as 
well as wretchednefs, which the Volunteers in their
day, were ready to run the riik o f  war and reparation 
to remove. •

But whence do we date the dawning profperity o f  
oui country, unlefs from the leiîèning o f  that very 
connection, which we hear is to be increafed ; and 
giving, as much as is confident with our preient rela
tion with Great^ Britain, the management o f  Iriih 
a*iairs, exclufively to the Jrifh Legiilature ?

Much as we have to compiain ofthe Iriih Parliament, 
cori upt as it is repreiènted to be in a late publication of  

authority, and vicioufly as it is compofed, bv fitting within 
the vortex o f l n i h  feelings and refolves,'it has occaii- 
onaJiy been earned along by the virtue o f  the people, 
and made to give a legal utterance and form to their

wiifc
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will. T h is  cafual advantage renders jealous the ene
mies o f  our growing profpericy ; and what has long 
been defired, the moment o f  our cruel diffenfions is 
feized upon, to accompliih the tranfportation o f  the 
whole Irifh Legiflature, beyond the reach o f  any e x 
traneous accidental impulfe o f  Patriotiim, to merge 
and lofe itfelf in that of  Britain.

T h e  nature o f  our former fubje&ion to the Parlia
ment o f  England, with all its manifold evils, was fafer 
and better than this incorporating Union. Better, be- 
caufe with a common Legiflature to fuperintend the 
general concerns, we had then, what no Union will 
leave us, an interior affembly immediately connected 
with this country, to watch over its domemc atrairs. 
E v e n  during the fupremacy o f  its rival, it ftill pol- 
feffed inherent powers, which might be exercifed in 
favour of the country ; which were in faft iometimes 
exerted for its good, and at all times put it in the 
power o f  the Iriih people themfelves, to remove with
out convulfion or war, any evil they did not thin* pro
per to fubmit to. It  was, more than any foreign i ar- 
liament can be, under the eyes of the Iriih public, 
more within the fphere o f  its opinions, and more 
likely to be impelled by its movements. D uring its 
glorious ftruggles at the dofe  o f  the American war, 
how confiderably have we not leen its patriotilin 
roufed and invigorated, by the unanimity o f  the peo
ple at large, and the noble ardour o f  the V olunteers . 
T h e fe  caufes would have operated more feebly, 01 
not at all, upon a compound* Parliament refiding m 
Britain ; and i f  we coniider the oppofition a free trac.e 
received from that quarter, and the enthufialm with 
which it was fought for here, who is there tnat mu t 
not confefs it would, with fuch a Parliament, have 
been either not obtained, or obtained only by the 
fword ? L e t  me luppofe any other quedion, whica
ihall again marihal the paffions and interefts of both 
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nations, i f  carried in the Legiflature o f  the Empire, 
as it has been quaintly denominated, the Englifh will 
be apt to fee no better ufe of their army, than to in- 
force and fupport their dominion. If  therefore the 
Iriih fhould be again firm and peremptory, as they 
were on the queftion o f  free trade, they mull compute 
the chances o f  the field, when their fneaking petitions 
íhall have failed ; or i f  not, flink back into filence 
and fubmiihon. T h e y  will confequentîy, under an 
Union, be lels fafely circumftanced than they are with
out one.

T h e  Iriih members aflbciated to the Britifh Parlia
ment, in the improbable fuppofition, that none could 
be bought over to a dereliftion o f  Irifh interefts, can 
by no means be an equivalent for a domeftic Parlia
ment with a difhnft will and co-ordinate powers ; 
more capable on that account to give proteftion 
agsinft future injuries, and to redrefs exifting ones, in 
the fame way as was done in 82 by the Irifh Parlia
ment, which, impelled by public opinion, afted as no 
Parliament refiding abroad can be ever neceffitated 
toad:.

In point o f  protection to Ireland, I confider the 
admiffion o f  Iriih members into the Eritifn Senate, as 
o f  no avail. They will be a very fmall minority in 
that aiTembly, and wherever the interefts o f  the two 
nations clafh, cafes* in which the Iriih members will 
be peculiarly callcd upon to aft as an Iriih body, they 
will be moil o f  all without weight or influence -, they 
will naturally be oppofed by the prejudices, pallions, 
and interefts o f  the Englifh majority, aft :uted againft 
them by all thefe powerful motives. Their idmiffion 
will be ufed as a cloak to hide the ihame and infamy 
o f  their country’s fubjugation, but it will be utterly 
incapable to fecure good, or prevent the enaftion of 
bad laws. In both thefe refpefts we fhall be at the 
mercy o f  England.

T h e
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T h e  pretence o f  equal advantages is held out ; but 
it is more than will ever be realized, becaufc it wouki 
be contrary to the interefts o f  Britain ; and more than 
ihould be looked for from a treaty where one o f  the 
contracting parties has a 'g r e a t  fuperiority o f  power, 
and a weighty controuling influence over the other. 
It will be a bargain, to which there will be but one 
party ; which, as it cannot be liltened to, without a 
beginning dereliction o f  Iriih interelts, fo it cannot be 
concluded without their utter abandonment. Ic can 
never be advilable for a rifing country, to link itfelf 
to one that has reached its acmé ; the former requires 
nothing for the completion o f  its profperity, but to 
be left to itfelfj the latter may, and does in the in- 
itance of England, require an afibciate to eafe her o f  
the overwhelming burthens brought on by her wars 
and her extravagance, to give fecurity to her debts, 
and to divide her taxes. .Has England ever done us 
a voluntary or gratuitous favour ? and if  not, which 
ihall we attribute this meallire o f  an Union, to a re- 
gard for us, or for herfclf? I f  fhe h.is not dared to 
propofe-, though ihe has betrayed the de fire o f  pro- 
pofing this meafure, during the exiftence o f  national 
harmony, and coniequent vigour, but brings it now 
forward, when civil ftrife and fatal animofuies have 
fet thole in hoftile oppofition, who fiiould be united 
for t..eir common freedom ; when fhe expeCts that 
one deipicable let o f  monopolifts, increafing in ran
cour in proportion to their crimes, will give up Ire- 
Kind, rather than fliare it in equal liberty with their 
countrymen ; and when (lie expeCts, faliely I hope ex
peCts, that the mais o f  lrifh population, will confcnt 
to the ruin, in order to be revenged o f  its adverfaries ; 
iiOcs ihe not, by fuch conduCf, difclofe her own ju d g 
ment o f  the fcheme, and purfue the policy o f  all am
bitious and unprincipled powers, who take advantage 
< r the diiîènfions of their neighbours, to promote 
tlieir own fclfifh ends o f  aggrandizement ?

I f
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I f  even now, in a lefs dependent condition than we 
ihould be in after an Union, the complaifance o f  our 
r e p r e f e n t a t i v e s  for the will and interefts of Britain, be 
too fatally a caufe o f  complaint, how will fuch a ftate 
be improved by their removal to another country, 
when a t  a  greater diftance from the importunity, it 
not the controul, o f  their conftituents ; lefs influenced 
by a fenfe o f  public fhame, if not awed by public 
opinion; and more open to the corruption of  a felnfh 
adverfe party ? This will be eafily felt by thofe who 
take the trouble to confider, whether with an Union- 
Parliament, Ireland could have accompltihed her palt 
atchievements ; and i f  fuch a body was not likely to 
ferve her then, in her arduous conteft, is there not 
precifely the fame reafon to conclude, it cannot in any 
iubfequent difference ? W h o  ihall prefumptuou.iy ax- 
fert that caufes o f  differences will not again arife. 
who will venture to affirm that power will not be 
2bufed, and that monopoly will remain inactive. 
But though nothing were infringed, will every thing 
be done ? W il l  the Union-Parliament encourage the 
working o f  our collieries, the c u t t i n g  of canals, tne 
exploration and working o f  our mines o f  earths and 
minerals, the building o f  ihipsand d o ck s i  willitraife 
rivals to Whitehaven, Birmingham, Stafford, Man- 
cheiter, and L iverp ool.? Will  it encourage education 
and arts ? That  is, will it endeavour to ma^e Ireland 
independent o f  Great Britain, by giving her more 
means in addition to thofe flic poffeffes, o f  exifting as 
a feparate ftate ? L e t  paft experience give the an-

fwer.

Such would be the confequences, though the Iriih 
deputies to the Britiih Parliament, were every man of 
them faithful to his truft; b u t . it is more natural to 
imagine, they will conneft tiiemfelves by refidence 
with England, and be gained over to her caufe, by 
the allurements of  exnt Jument and power. W hen
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they furrender the interefts o f  tliofe who deputed 
them, if  an apology be wanting, they may eafily 
alledge, as anexcufe for yielding, that they were too 
few to refift. But they wuî feel no apology necel- 
iary : the members returned to the United-Parliament, 
will be only a few felf-chofen proprietors o f  land, and 
creatures o f  the Crown, who will appoint its own de
pendents through the patronage o f  the revenue ; 
when a fetdement with a few great Lords, and a few 
hirelings, will difpofe o f  the whole people o f  Ireland 
without ceremony. Such reprefentatives will be juft 
o f  fufficient confequence, to obtain advantages for 
themfelves, by fcrving the Minifter ; but confcious 
that upon any Iriih queftion, their oppofition would 
be fruitlefs, they will not k ick  againft the pricks, but 
quietly make their fortunes.

It is idle to pretend, that fuch members will be a 
fafeguard to the honour and interefts o f  the country 
which they ihall affeft to reprefent ; or that the U nion 
will be a ftate o f  equal benefits. Delufive hope, or 
perfidious artifice ! A  Union which cannot place the 
contracting parties in equal power, is a real lubjuga- 
tion o f  one o f  them, by whatever name it may be dif- 
guiied. In oitatr that an Union ihould not detract 
from the honour or fafety o f  Ireland, lhe ihould not 
only preferve the entire proportion o f  her prefent L e 
giflature, but as many more Ihould be added to that 
number, as would make the Iriih a match for the Bri- 
tifh members. A n d  even then the fingle circumftance 
o f  a removal from their own to a diftant country, 
which was at once the feat o f  power, and the center 
ot corruption, would decide the advantage againft the 
country that fent them. But if  fuch an adjultment be 
fo inconvenient as to be hopelefs, and that the contra
ry o f  it be unjuft ; needs there ftronger proof o f  the 
unfitnefs o f  this heterogeneous coalition, or o f  the folly 
o f  expeding  that it can be fetded upon equal and ho

nourable
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nourabîe grounds ? It is obvious that the principle o f  
equality cannot be maintained, without a meafure o f  
julHce not to be looked for, nor violated, without a 
meafure o f  injuftice not to be endured. It is there
fore evident, that the United Parliament mult be ever 
Britiih in its operation, and that the oblervance ofthe 
articles o f  Union, whatever they may be, muft de
pend, not upon any fufficiency in the Iri!b members 
to maintain them, but upon the generofity and good 
faith o f  the Britiih Senate. Whether or not, Englifh 
good faith is to appear in a new charafter, my argu
ment is, that we can have no preemption loftrongfor 
its being obferved, as we have that it will be broken ; 
becaufe, for its being infringed, we have the molt 
powerful incentives which actuate nations, their inte- 
refts ; and for its being kept inviolate, only an induce
ment o f  honour, not always cogent upon individuals, 
and with regard to nations almoft null. Thus, the 
only thing that could excufe in an Irifh Senator 
the preemption o f  an ait,  to which he is ftrid- 
ly incompetent; the fuppoied advantageoufnefs o f  
the terms, will be out o f  his power to perpe
tuate ; and however it may feem itrange, it is 
neverthelefs true, that this venality or folly can find 
no fubterfuge in the pretended goodnefs o f  the bar
gain he makes for Ireland ; for in the fame proportion 
that it is favourable, the' probability increafes cf its 
not being adhered to. I have been thus particular, 
beyond what would feem neceffary in fo plain a cafe, 
becaufe I have feen it laboured, in a recent publication 
afcribed to a perfon in a confidential office,* but teem
ing with many other gratuitous, and lèverai falfe affer- 
tions, as well as this one, that the new Union would 
not be to Ireland a ftate o f  inferiority, or detriment. 
T h e  writer o f  that pamphlet wifhed to conceal this 
humiliating confequence ; but it the event take place. 
Iriihmen will have to digeit many other humiliations,

and
* A r g u m e n t s  for  and  a g a in il  an L n io n .

P
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and what will perhaps appear to many o f  them, a 
greater evil.

E very  independent ftate has, in virtue o f  that con
dition, an inherent power o f  preierving and promot
ing its own happinels, which nothing but open con- 
queft can deftroy. Notwithftanding her connexion 
with Great Britain, Ireland poiî'eiïes this power in 
proportion to her independence ; and fmall as that is, 
it is the only fource, and prefervative, o f  whatever 
profperity ihe enjoys. T h o u g h  inferior on the fcale o f  
abfolute power— fince flie can be no longer bound-by 
any but her own ads, ihe in fome meafure pofleiTes 
what amounts in its effeóts to a negative upon every 
a d  o f  imperial jurifdiftion, that can apply to herfelf. 
T h e  power it alfo gives her o f  commercially retaliat
ing upon Britain, and withholding from her many ne- 
ceiTary fupplies, is lome fecurity againlt the injuftice 
which fhe would otherwile more abundantly iuffer. 
In a matter o f  fuch moment, no nation has ever had 
fo unerring a rule o f  conduit, It is the experience o f  
the greateft diitrefs, while under the Legislative fub- 
jection, now about to be revived in the fbape o f  an 
U n io n ;  and o f  the molt rapid profperity, iince the 
^fifertion o f  that independence,, which Jhe is now called 
upon to iurrenden

O ur apprehenfions, however, from England, may 
be removed by the conditions o f  the compaót, all o f  
which will be previoufly known, becaufe the articles 
will itate them. But on the other hand will not the 
power that can effect the meafure, be alfo able to 
regulate the terms ? It is England feeks for this U ni
on, not Ireland; England forces this Union, not Ire
land ; and England will take care to benefit by a mea
fure, which fhe alone pufhes forward in the criiis o f  
our lolly. Our profpeit therefore in the firft inltance, 
is no other than the lofs o f  every faltering, every de-

C  fenfive
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fenfive power, which a nation fhould poiTefs ; and that 
England, as the ftronger party in this competition, 
will, whenever ihe chuies, violate the compart which 
ihe alone will have formed. T h e  fairnels o f  the con
ditions can be the only plaufible ground for acceding 
to them on our part; but the advantage of  them to 
her, is the only fufficient reafon for fuppofing they 
will be obferved. She will, in confequence of  her 
great majority o f  native members, and her facility of 
corrupting ah, poiTels o f  neceflity a power to make 
Parliamentary alterations, to which the future United 
Parliament will be fuil as competent as the prefent 
Borough one.

Is there however any probability that England will 
ever think it advantageous or politic, to infringe the 
articles o f  Union ? This queftion will naturally occur, 
and be preifed .perhaps, by thofe who affeft to rely 
upon Britifh honour. Whether or no, it mufl be ad
mitted to be a lefs valid fecurity for promoting the 
welfare o f  a diftindt nation, than it ought to find in 
its own Parliament ; and that the latter is not juftifiable 
in abandoning national interefts and honour upon lo 
precarious a reliance. But the fait is, temptations 
will arife along with the power o f  violating the reci
procity o f  the compaét. T h e  fame inducements will 
remain o f  felf-intereft, and monopoly and avarice, 
which led to the annihilation o f  the woollen manufac
ture, and the virtual prevention o f  many others to 
which our fituation was adapted. W ill  not thole 
EngliiTî members o f  Parliament who applaud the fyf- 
tem o f  torture and maiTacre, o f  houfe-burning, ra
pine and rape, fo indifcriminately and fo extenfively 
praitifed under the late Adminiftration, will they not 
aifo approve of  coercing Iriih pockets, for the benefit 
o f  the empire ? T h e  two countries having nearly the 
fame climate and foil, producing the fame raw mate
rials, and this being better fitted for trade, will be con-
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ildered a natural rival to Britain in manufactures and 
commerce. Engliih jealoufy, which has nevei flept, 
will then have whom it may devour j and i f  the M i-  
nilter fhall think it ferviceable to his views, Ireland 
will be lacrificed anew, to Britifh fattion or aggran
dizement.

L e t  me therefore urge, with the confidence o f  ex
perience, that a return to the fame, and ftill more a 
finking into a worfe ftate o f  dependence, mull be at
tended with the like, or even greater beggary and 
dilgrace. For  as the continual wretchednel's confe- 
quent upon our lubjeflrion to England, fprung from 
the felf-intereft and domineering fpirit o f  man, and 
depends therefore upon a caufe as confiant as his paf- 
fions, no articles that ihall be now fettled, can by 
poflibility have the guarantee o f  an equal antagonilt 
force for their prefervation, whenever with power 
greater than the former, inducements ihall recur for 
their violation.

Already do the partizans o f  this meafure infidioufly 
lay it down as a principle, that the new Union will 
differ in this from the old, that England fhall not in 
future make laws excluiively to bind Ireland. T h e  
terms o f  the Union may import as much, and the 
preamble o f  the a£t which ihall annihilate the name, 
and honour, and independence o f  our country ; which 
fliall take from us our own, and cannot give us any 
other ; for the broad and feparating ocean proclaims 
we never ihall be one ; this ihameful deed, which by 
deftroying our identity as a nation, muil dell toy all 
nationality o f  fentiment and aftion ; which will chill 
and contraâ; all thofe proud and generous feelings th^t 
m ake patriotifm no lefs a duty than a paflion ; and 
fubtraft all nutriment and foil from thefe difinterefted 
charities, that expanding from kindred and lelf  to re- 
pofe upon our country, convert the beft inftindts o f

C  2 the
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the heart into the fureil handmaids of  a people’s hap- 
pinefs and glory. This traitorous deed, which will 
attempt to convey away our antient name, and our 
aufpicious deftinies, will neverthelefs declare, that it is 
highly expedient for the profperity o f  Ireland, and the 
political afcendency o f  a fra&ion o f  her population, 
that an Union o f  power, a reciprocation o f  benefits, 
and an equality o f  rights, ihould fubfift between her 
and England for ever and for even W hat  then ? I f  
iuch in faót, and not in femblance, were the compafi: 
to-day, we can have no certainty that it will out-live 
to-morrow ; for we can have no adequate power to 
enforce or preferve it. T h e  nation, that by giving up 
its defenfive power, places itfelf at the difcretion of 
another, may fare like thofe men who come in upon 
protections, and are fhot with them in their pockets.

In fuch a tranfaftion, the queftion will eternally re
cur, can we have any fecurity for the obfervance o f  
the articles, equal to the power we furrender o f  aóting 
for our own good ? If in a few years the people o f  
Great Britain ihould find the Union inconfiftent with 
their welfare, is it not reafonabie to afTume, that their 
own reprefentatives, will ftop at no alteration to re
move the evil ? It will not, I may venture to fay, be 
deemed a fufficient objection, that in doing this, they 
would interfere with the interefts o f  the people of  
Ireland. Moreover, to juftify any infraction, it is only 
neceiTary to alledge, that as England fought for the 
Union, to ftrengthen and benefit the empire, the beil 
mode of  adhering ftriétly to the Ipirit o f  the agree
ment, will be by bringing it back to a fulfilment o f  
the original dcfign. But in this new difcuffion, it will 
be no longer an independent nation treating with ano
ther, upon a footing o f  equal rights, and, what is o f  
more confequence, o f  equal jurifdiftion : it may be 
Sicily fupplicating Rome, and appealing to the gene- 
rofity o f  the Senate, againit the atrocities o f  a Pro- 
cónful»

This
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T his  argument o f  infecurity goes to the root o f  the 
queftion, and with any honeit Irifliman, would be 
fuiîîcient at once to fuperfede all treaty. But the de
ceptions induftrioufly propagated by the corrupt abet
tors o f  Englifh dominion, are fo various, as to re
quire fome further notice, though in every inftance 
they will be found hollow and delufive.

It will be attempted to eftafcliih a diftin&ion b e 
tween articles fundamental and not fundamental ; and 
that the former fhall be fuch, as not even the United 
Parliament fhall prefume to meddle with ; but that 
they muft be always held facred and immutable. 
Such however can be nothing; elle but abftraft or in- 
fignificant points ; as the admiilion o f  the equal rights 
o f  both nations, and the ftipulation for fending a given 
number o f  members to the common Parliament. But 
whether they be one or one hundred, I have already 
ihewn to be of equal inutility to Iriih interefts -, and 
it will be adding mockery to injury, to acknowledge- 
our independent rights, in the moment o f  their furren- 
der. T h e  very propofal o f  any immutable conditi
ons, proves the well grounded jealoufy which the one 
nation feels fhe ought to entertain ; which the other 
may for the moment fubmit to, confcious that at the 
firil hoftile ihock o f  adverfe interefts, there will be but 
one uncontroulable party, and a thoufand pretexts in 
its train. W h o  that has witncffed the encroachments 
made upon the facred and fundamental principles of  
the Conftitution, can be the dupe o f  fuch fallacious 
pretences ? W a s  not Magna Charta facred and funda
mental ; were not the Bill o f  Rights, the Habeas 
Corpus, the T ria l  by Jury, facred and fundamental ? 
Is there any thing fundamental againft abfolute power, 
or facred from its ruffian grafp, that it fhall determine 
to deftroy ?

T h is  immutability o f  certain articles, whether or 
not obferved, unlefs it related to things o f  no impor

tance,
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fance, would be alike injurious. It Would take away 
a power, which every Legiflature ought to poffofs, o f  
altering the fyftem o f  laws according to the improve
ments ^which time or circumftances would iuggeft. 
Jn order then to prevent what in the event o f  an 
Union, would be our Legiflature, from doing us in
jury or injuftice, we muft deprive it o f  a power eflen- 
tfal to good government. Without unalterable arti
cles o f  incorporation, we fhall be governed like a con
quered people ; and with them, we fhall be ill g o 
verned. I f  even they were fair and equal in the out
let, the altered proportions of importance, in tilings 
and circumftances, incident to the fuccefiion o f  time 
in all human affairs, but moil rapidly in commercial 
arrangements, would in the cafe o f  immutable terms, 
foon overturn the equality. Confequently the very fe- 
curity, and the only fecurity, o f  whatever benefits an 
Union may be fuppofed to communicate, cannot be 
cftabiifhed but to our detriment.

I have argued the cale o f  fundamental, immutable 
articles, not that I think they ever would be obferved ; 
but to fhew the utter impoflibility o f  ail Union being 
favourable to us in any cafe. Upon any confiderable 
emergency, theie pretended immutable conditions 
would be 'foon fet afide, and thereby the whole foun
dation and fecurity o f  the treaty undermined. T he 
prefervation o f  the heritable jurild;<5tions o f  Scotland, 
was one of  the fundamental articles o f  the Scotcn 
Union ; nevertheless they were abrogated, and the 
proprietors o f  thofe jurifdiftions compelled to receive a 
compenfation in money, under colour that their pro
perty only was meant to be fecured in the acl o f  L mon. 
in  that inftance an adherence to the compadt would 
have been unwife ; but where it was otherwife, the 
compaót was equally violated, and theie was no re- 
drefs. This  Ihews the folly o f  expefting that parch
ment will be a guarantee againft power, and proves



[  15 ]

that the Englifh Parliament will always be the judge, 
and may fometimes be a party. It is idle to diflem- 
ble with our fears, or with our pride— fuch muft be 
the confeauences o f  an Union. W e  may not be in
jured as a nation, by any thing but fuperior force o f  
arms, and of that I have no dread, while we have a 
diílinéV will ; but the moment we permit ourfelves to 
be bound by the aét of another, we fall without a 
ftruggle, to lie at that other’s mercy.

W h a t  is then our profpeit from an Union, but that 
unkfs the Parliament o f  England may pals afts re
lative to Ireland alone, it is impoffible but ihe 
muft be for ever after an Union bereft o f  all le- 
giilacive concurrence in aid o f  any local improve
ment ; but that i f  to leave room for particular appli
cations o f  legiflative wifdom, an opportunity will 
be given for England to make laws exclusively to 
bind Ireland, we ill all be thrown back to that f ix a t i 
on, which we already experienced to be fraught with 
ruin, and from which it is the greateft boaft o f  Iriih 
patriotifm to have delivered us.

T hat,  however, which cannot in an abfolute ftrift- 
nefs be fecured, it will yet be faid, fraud fhall not 
fruftrate ; and that the guarantee o f  Englifh good 
faith will fupply the place o f  a diftind Legiflature. 
T h e  propofed Union refolves itfelf then into a treaty, 
which will profels, like all other treaties, that there 
iliall be lading peace and friendship between the high 
contrailing parties, but in which, differently from all 
other treaties, one o f  the parties, which would natu
rally defend its own compact, will be annihilated by 
the very aft.

L e t  not the domeftic animofities o f  the moment 
blind us to the conduót already obferved by England, 
towards a large portion o f  the people o f  this country. 
T h e  articles o f  Lim erick  were as folemn a treaty as

the
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the prefent can be ; and the coniideration given at 
that day, by the Iriih, was an invaluable price for the 
benefits thofe articles ihould have fecured ; but the 
Catholics relied upon good faith, and in the end they 
were deceived.

In like manner the articles o f  the Scotch Union 
were violated in a cafe favourable to England. T h e  
Scotch members, highly to their honour, refitted the 
infringement as far as their numbers would enable 
them, but they were the fewer party, and not permit
ted to ward off die evil, nor had they power to dif- 
folve the treaty.

It were advifable for the Iriih Parliament to paufe 
upon thefe two examples, before it enters upon a ne
gotiation with England, by which it is to be annihila
ted as a contracting party ; and honeftly to remember 
that in thefe two (the only ones in which the parties on 
one fide, made a furrender o f  their effective powers,) 
the treaties were infringed.

W hen the Engliih Parliament endeavoured in the 
diiguife o f  commercial propofitions, to defraud Ire
land o f  the power o f  regulating her external trade -, ihe 
gave us a proof that ihe never had, and an affurance 
that fhe never would, abandon her defigns upon this 
country. I will leave it to any impartial man, i f  in- 
ltead o f  an Iriih Parliament receiving its impulfe from 
Iriih feelings of honour and intereft, we had at that 
time a certain number o f  reprefentatives merged in 
the Parliament o f  Great Britain, whether our free 
trade and our national independence, would have
been_I will not fay maintained, but whether they
would not have been facrificed. Engliih power would 
have carried the queftion, though Englifh influence 
were neuter -, but both would have probably combined 
for our diihonour and our undoing. I f  that avarici

ous



ocs and domineering Brltiih Parliament, which had 
ju ft  witneifed the enthufiafm, and the patriotic devo
tion o f  the Volunteers, dared, while the triumph was 
yet recent, and the energy yet alive, to ftrike with 
equal prefumption and perfidy at the laurels o f  82, 
ihall  we be fafer, when we are more at its mercy ? 
W h a t ,  Iriftvmen ! does this Parliament and its di
recting Cabinet defire by an Union, but the ufurpa- 
tion o f  -that freedom, little as it is, and o f  thofe ad
vantages attendant upon it, which they once yielded 
to the threatened exercife o f  your valour, and once 
before, endeavoured to filch from your credulity ?

F or  us to form an eftimate o f  the in future conduit, 
there can be no better rule than their paft infidelity -, 
and the morejuftly, as in all aóts o f  this nature, the 
nation has been an accomplice with its government. 
In its relations with other ftates., the inftances o f  P u 
nic faith are numberlefs  ̂ though in thefe, annexed 
to the odium o f  the violation, there was danger o f  
chaftifement ; but I iliall notice only one : Certain 
forts bordering the lakes and the Indian territory, 
ihould have been evacuated after the laft general 
peace, and ceded to America -, but as they were va
luable ftations for monopolizing the fur trade, they 
were held in poiTeflion under various pretexts, and 
?it one time at the hazard o f  hoftilities. A s  foon as 
views o f  greater intereft, fiiewed that it would be bet
ter to conciliate, than longer to defy the Americans ; 
when the latter, by favouring the French, could fo 
materially hurt the Englifh, and fo eafily vindicate 
themielves*, then, and not till then, was the treaty 
o f  83 complied with in all its parts-, England mani- 
fefting in this double proceeding, how little ihe re
gards the mere obligations of juftice ; how entirely 
ihe is fwayed by the allurements o f  gain.

ic G o  back to the Parliament o f  England. I aik
again what were the difficulties in the way o f  your

D  eleven
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eleven proportions, what but the jealoufy o f  the Bri- 
tiih manufacturers on the fubjefl: o f  trade ? A n d  will 
you make them your Parliament, and that too for 
ever?”  — (Grattan’s fpeech on the Commercial Propo
rtions.)

H o w  differently did the pulfe o f  Iriih patriotifm 
beat, when thefe juft and applauded fentiments were 
promulgated in Parliament, and fanétioned by Ireland, 
from what it nuift do now, i f  the nation be capable 
to defert, the no Jefs wife and dignified policy they 
recommend. Will  you make the Britiih manufaélu- 
rers your Parliament, and that too for ever ? is in 
itfelf a volume o f  argument againft the only good 
which can ever delufively be held out to this coun
try by an Union. T h e  trivial progrefs o f  Ireland in 
trade and manufactures, is not denied to have been 
owing to the jealous controul o f  the Englifh Parlia
ment, while it was enabled to make laws to bind her ; 
and can any abfurdity be fo great, as to look for a 
remedy to the evil, in the increafe o f  its caufe ? I f  
indeed any benefits could be gained to us by the mea- 
fure, it is a ftrange way to give in purchafe the power 
of preferving them. It is fuch a blunder as my 
countrymen are certainly not capable o f  committing 
from incapacity ; and if  it fhall be done in Parlia
ment, it will be from other motives, than a con
viction o f  its utility— to Ireland.

T h e  Channel trade is the only one which an Eng- 
lifh Parliament has in its power to open to indepen
dent Ireland $ and i f  that is to be the only gain, 
high as the importance o f  it may be eftimated, is 
there no mode o f  acquiring it, but by t he furrender 
o f  our free agency, and o f  our national character ? 
Common fenfe and common honefty will anfwer, that 
with fo much in our power to grant, or to withhold 
from England, equitable conditions may be obtained

from



from her upon this or any other fubjeit without an 
Union ; and with this immenfe advantage, that our 
independence remaining, the contract for them may 
be enforced. T h e y  may be acquired like the free 
trade, and the renunciation. W e  are told by one o f  
the greateft men this country ever produced, and one 
of the moft faithful to her interefts, 4C T h a t  when 

with regard to the former, we received from Üng- 
land a dilatory aniwer, we ihortened our money 

cc grants to the Crown— >we ihortened them to the 
<c {ubjecft. A n d  the Iriih public creditors, to their 
<c immortal honour, embarked fo fully with the rights 
<c o f  the nation, as chearfully to accept o f  a fix: 
c* months iecurity. T h is  rapid fuccefiion o f  fober 

and confident efforts, ftruck like lightning on the 
ivliniftry and Parliament o f  England, all obitacles 

“  gave way, See.57— Par. Deb. vol. i .  p. 412 .  Gan 
he be an honeft man, who with this experience o f  the 
pa ft, will propofe to furrender our political exiftence, 
in order to obtain what may be fo well had without the 
facrifice ? * Ç

But it will be faid, the Parliament is not now ani
mated by the fame fpirit it was formerly, and will aót 
210 more in conformity with the wiihes o f  the people, 
as it did upon other occafions. T h is  is an admirable 
reafon for reforming the Parliament ;>but none at all 
for the people’s becoming accomplices o f  its faults, 
by an approbation o f  its infidelity. It is not fo 
much with the Parliament I argue, for the fort o f  
realois I nave to offer, would be of little weight in 
that immaculate aifembly ; and it is befides, in all 
probability, qlready prepared upon the fubjeél \ but 
as 1 am convinced the Britiih Minifter is for this 
cnee, more folicitous about the opinion o f  the p eo 
ple, than of their representatives, it is therefore the
more necefury tor the people to come to a right un
demanding of the cafe, and to prove to the world,

D  i  that
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that however juftlv thofe who bought their feats, may 
claim a power to fell the ufe o f  them, the public at 
large is guiltlefs o f  the Union. One obfervation upon 
the lo'ric o f  the advocates o f  the meafure fuggefts 
itfelf here. They  aflert that the Iriih Legiilature not 
being independent, we lofe nothing in parting with 
it ; and that i f  it were independent, it would be dan-» 
gerous to the Empire. T h e  confequence o f  which 
reafoning is to juftify thofe perfons, whether right or 
wrong, who think reform neceiTary, or the connexi
on injurious ; and .it feems no argument can be 
brought in favour o f  the Union, tnat does not go to 
impeach the Parliament ; or againft the Union, that 
will not extenuate the conduit, we have been accuf- 
tomed to reprobate in fome o f  our unhappy brethren.

In the Secretary’s Pamphlet it is exprefsly ftated,. 
that the Iriih Parliament is fuppofed to be fubjeét to 
Engliih influence. W h e n  therefore the queftion o f  
Union is carried before our Parliament, Engliih in
fluence, it muft be fuppofed, will have there to ne
gotiate with itfelf. “  W h at  follows, that i f  we ne- 
“  gotiate now, we muft negotiate all on one fide, 
& c .  N ow a negotiation in which one may give every 
thing, and gain nothing, may be called a negotiation 
by  fome men, but by moil men it will be called folly.*

But i f  it were poflible that I ihould confent to 
abandon the Parliament as indefenfible in every point 
o f  honefty or patriotifm, I cannot fo readily agree to 
part with the qu ick - lighted watch o f  oppofition. A s  
long as room is left, which it is by the vijlitution o f  
Parliament, for fome honeft men todifcuis before the 
Iriih public the interefts of  the country, the freedom 
o f  fpeech, and even the partial freedom of  the Prefs 
attendant upon it, will be fome check upon the 
greateft profligacy joined with the greateh power.

* Flood. Par. Deb. Vol. I, p. 410.
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T h e  reproving voice that iflues from the fmaUeft 
minority, forms a valuable cenforfhip in the head
quarters o f  Corruption, and a ufeful rallying point 
for the reafon o f  the country. T h o u g h  a man were 
ever 10 often cheated by his fteward, it is no reafon 
why he ihould part with the title-deeds o f  his eftate.

W e  alfo kn ow , from the experience o f  the pro
tecting duty, in the form o f  a regulation fm uggled  
into an Irifh aCt o f  Parliament, in favour of our 
cotton manufacture, now the fécond in the country, 
by which alone it is able to contend in its own mar
ket, with the importations from Manchefter, that an 
Iriih Parliament may occafionally do the country fome 
fervice, though not always as much as it ought. A n d  
i f  the almoft furreptitious manner, in which it was 
carried though the H oufe ,  be duly confidered, there 
needs not much ingenuity to difcover, that the inte- 
refts o f  Ireland are not likely to be better fecured, 
where an adverfe influence will not have to  operate at 
fecond-hand.

E v e n  a commercial treaty, the mode o f  regulating 
trade that would naturally occur to independent coun
tries, would, i f  binding beyond a very fhort period, 
be injurious to ours, which produces little befides 
the materials o f  manufacture •> but how much more, 
i f  we fhall be for ever in the power o f  a manufacturing 
country, whofe intereft, and confequently whole ob
ject will be to keep us a mere nation o f  confumers ? 
It is natural, that in proportion as we advance in proi- 
perity we ihould be competitors with England, i  his 
is more than ihe is willing to admit -, for, i f  her 
avarice did not, her excefiive prodigality would re
quire, an almoft univerfal monopoly o f  the means ot 
growing rich, and her defperate Minifter therefore 
prefumes to feize upon Ireland, to make up the deficit
u f  her taxes, and fupply new refources to his profli

gate
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gate ambition. W idely  extended as may be her trade, 
a participation in the little that remains with her to 
grant o f  it, can be no recompence for what ihe de
mands in return, though independence, one of the firft 
earthly blelfings, were not to'be included in the fur- 
render. A n  exa&ly reciprocal trade, the only boon 
Hie has to offer, for the immenfely important privi
lege o f  regulating ali our commerce, can only be re
ciprocally advantageous between countries in nearly 
an equal degree o f  improvement, and where the ob- 
jeól and the effect would be to furnifh the refpedtive 
parties with more mutual convenience ; or elfe where 
there are objects fuperfluous to each, but which may 
be mutually bartered— as i f  the Weftern coaft o f  
England were fupplied with porter from Dublin, in 
place o f  getting it from London -, and that Dublin 
fhould take coals from Whitehaven, inftead of  bring
ing them from the counties o f  Leitrim and Kilkenny. 
But with regard to manufactures this principle will 
not hold good, for that country which pofiefies them 
in the higheit degree o f  peneétion, with the greatefl: 
capital, and may at the fame time freely fupply the 
other, will prevent that other from ever eftabhihing 
them. T h is  fhews how fallacious will be one o f  the 
pretended benefits o f  the Union, namely equal trade 
laws ; and it will further appear, from what England 
will then deem an equitable conftruéiion of  her Navi
gation a & ;  that is, that all goods ihipped from Bri
tain, ihould be necefTarily ihipped in Briti/h bottoms ; 
which would fcarceiy leave Ireland a (hip at all, for 
that country which had molt to export, and could 
limit the market o f  the other, would neceiTarily mo
nopolize almoft all the ihipping, and confequently 
almoft all the freight. It is in this monopolizing and 
delufive fpirit, that England puts forward as q. favour 
granted to this country, the premium ihe gives to 
her own merchants upon the export o f  our linens; 
by which ihe endeavours to make them, tae factors

o f
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o f  our only great ftaple, giving to them the profits 
o f  eommiifion and freight, and to her failors the ad
vantages o f  employment.

i  he bed way to promote the commerce o f  Ireland, 
is not by fubjeéting her to the trade laws o f  E n g 
land, but by retaining in our own hands, and impar
tially exercifing, the power o f  felf-defence and felf- 
improvement. T h is ,  i f  properly ufed, would quick
ly bring England to reafon and reciprocity. W e  are 
the bell: o f  her foreign cuftomers for manufactured 
goods, whereas what we fend her, except in the ar
ticle o f  linens, are raw materials, or the neceflaries o f  
life. I f  ihe attempted to make reprifals on our 
linens, for the natural wiih o f  doing juftice to our- 
felves, we may refufe her woollens, and revive that 
antient and once flourifning manufacture at home. 
W 'e may retaliate in the numberlefs luxuries we re
ceive from her. E ven  our backwardnefs in arts, 
might in fuch a cafe be turned to advantage. For as 
they are manufa&ured goods we receive, fhe cannot 
afford to Iofe our market ; but as what we fend out 
are neceflaries, we cannot be at a lofs for one. It is 
more by imitating her example, than fubmitting to 
her unequally operating laws, that we /hall arrive 
at the fame profperity. G ive  us the fame freedom 
which made her great, and the fame exemption from 
foreign controul which enables her to preferve and to 
advance her greatneis ; and then that prolific liberty, 
which can even cloath the defer", will not be found 
fruitlefs here. I f  K ing  William had effected an in
corporating Union between England and Holland, 
and given to Dutch Merchants and Burgo-mafters, a 
majority in the Legiilature o f  the Em pire ,  what 
would have been at this day the profperity o f  E n g 
land ? N o ,  to give Ireland the weight and confe- 
quence pertaining to an iiland fo highly gifted b y  
Nature, there needs but integrity in her Parliament, 
not an Union with Great Britain.

W e
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W e  find in Jay’s treaty a ilriking inftance o f  the 
advantage o f  national independence, preferably to 
Union or fubjeótion. By the 13th article o f  that 
treaty, “  veflels belonging to American citizens, are 
to be admitted and hofpitably received in all the 
Britiih fea ports in the Eaft Indies, and may freely 
carry on trade between thofe territories and the 
United States, in all articles o f  which the importa
tion or exportation to or from thence ihall not be en
tirely prohibited ; under a reftriition not to export, 
when Great Britain is at war, without the permiflion 
o f  Government, any military flores or rice.”  Is it 
neceflary to obferve, i f  the Britilh Parliament ftill 
legiilated for the colonies, that they would not be ad
mitted to the advantages o f  a direiil trade to India ? 
Behold then in the participation communicated to the 
Americans, o f  the lucrative trade o f  the Eaft, the 
recompenfe o f  fuccefsful rebellion ; and in the ex
tinction o f  the Iriih Parliament, the reward of un- 
xneafured loyalty.

I f  the Union be once carried, it will be ufed to 
the only purpofe in which it can be more beneficial 
to England than the prefent connexion : to enable 
her to mortgage this country for her debt, and in- 
creafe her exhaufted facility o f  borrowing, by enlarg
ing the fecuritv. T h is  will involve an extenfion o f

o  J r
her taxes ; together with another confequence, which 
will be a great objection, though a fmaller lofs, and. 
that is the fubtradion o f  them from Iriih corruption, 
to be abforbed by Engliih profufion. Now i f  Ireland 
were for the firir time to acquire a free trade, inftead 
c f  actually poiTeffing one, with fuch a burthen an
nexed to it, as an aiTumption o f  part o f  the debt 
and taxes o f  England, and a growing principle o f  
extending them, which we know from the conduct o f  
the M jû fte r  in his own country, would be ufed not 
according to her abilities, but to his wants 5 even in

fuch
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fuch a hypothetical cafe, the purchafe price would 
be as enormous, as the compaft would be bafe. A  
portion, when he has nothing to give, which we 
may not obtain in a fafer and a cheaper manner, to 
place ourfe;ves in the hands o f  a neceftitous and a 

jealous power, is not Union, but fubjugation. It 
would be fuch an aft o f  infanity for us to commit 
voluntarily, that the power which propofes and car
ries, muft deem it a conqueft, not a treaty ; and ac
cordingly, impofe its taxes as a tribute, and rule us 
as a province.

But it is alledged, the French w ill never ceafe 
to intrigue in this kingdom, wbilfi we remain in our 
prefent ftate. 1  his ihould not be called our ftate o f
independency, but our ftate o f  difcontent. T h e  fame 
alienation o f  attachment to their own Governments, 
which obtained for the French a welcome reception in 
other countries, is the only caufe that gives them a 
facility o f  intriguing in this ; and how that can be 
removed by an Union is inexplicable, urdefs the peo
ple ihall come to think fubjednon setter than inde
pendency, and that although defirous o f  reform, 
that is o f  making Parliament more five, they will 
confider it an improvement to have none at all.

Becaufe the French Republic has, in a fcries o f  
unexampled fucceffes, proftrated every foe that lhe 
could contend with upon equal terms, and that in 
confequence o f  it, England finds her own relative im
portance reduced, ihe dooms Ireland as a make
weight to repair her loftes. It is alfo manifeft, not- 
withftanding the boafted refources o f  Bril' ih wealth, 
that the Minifter is at the laft extremity for iupplies 
to carry on the war, which he is not lefs unwilling, 
than he is unable to terminate. T h is  forced him 
laft year to hazard his popularity on the a fie fled taxes. 
Thofe ,  with all the aid o f  voluntary contributions,

Ü  having
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having only srifen to two-thirds o f  his eftimate, he 
is driven this year, to the ftiil more defperate expe
dient o f  ten per cent, upon income. When that 
proves as inefficient as the other, is he to make up 
the deficiency, by demanding fifteen per cent, where 
he could not get ten ? O h  no ! but the tax upon in
come will be made to apply to Ireland, and our poor 
country defpoiled, for the farcical liberation of  E u 
rope. Such will be the precious offspring o f  the 

Union.

Can 40,000 men be neceflary to enforce a benefit ? 
W e  have not unfrequently feen them employed to 
effed a people’s ruin, and thank God I fometimes 
fo employed in vain. T h e  extenfion o f  debt and 
taxes, which is to be the reciprocity of  the Union, is 
wifely not left to ftand upon its own merits, but re
quires to be argued by mercenary bayonets. It is 
abfurd to expedt, after fuch an event, that mercantile 
capital will from any quarter,, migrate to this unhap
py land. I f  with a view to efcape from taxes at 
home, it ihould crofs the Iriih Channel, it will be 
repelled back by our own burthens ; and I ihould 
not be furprized, if  the prefent Minifler o f  Ireland, 
hereafter made it a merit with his Engliih friends, 
that he had taken meafures to hinder it from 
finding any afylum or exemption here. It may be 
faid, indeed, that were Ireland a free and un- 
burthened country, l'amenefs o f  language, fimilitucte 
o f  manners and nearnefs o f  iituation, might entice 
enterprize and capital, and arreft much o f  that wealth 
and induftry which is taking refuge beyond the A t 
lantic. Thofe who did not chufe to pay for fupport- 
jng regular government at ConilantinopJe, and libe
rating Europe from democracy, might fettle here, 
and at laft Engliih folly might return fome part 
back, o f  what was wrung from us by Engliih domi
nion. But this is precifely what the Union mult 
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prevent. It will leave nothing to the migrating ca- 
pitalift to fave, in point o f  taxes, and nothing to 
çain, in point o f  trade. T h e  latter for this reafon, 
that he will as effectually have the Irifh market with
out removing.-, for it will be entirely under the regu 
lation o f  his own Parliament. Englifli fkill and ca
pital will accordingly have no inducement to remove 
to this fubjugated province. T h is  was well under- 
ftood by the Englifh advifer o f  the Union, when he 
propofed to indemnify Dublin, by making it the e m 
porium o f  Britiih manufactures, which Engliih  ca
nals, are to convey fo cheaply to Liverpool (p. 40. 
A rgu m ents  for and againft an U n io n )  and lrifh ca
nals, converted into a curfe, are to convey fo cheaply 
throughout Ireland, that to the remoteft corner o f  the 
ifland, they (hall cruih th# infantine competition o f  
any native fabric.

W h en ever  trade and manufactures have migrated, 
it  was always from a country o f  perfecution and def- 
potifm, to one o f  greater comparative liberty. T h e y  
were thefe two çaufes that drove to England the wool
len and filk manufacturers— the one from the L o w  
Countries, the other from France. But wherever 
perfecution may rage, Ireland offers no retreat to the 
fugitive fons o f  freedom. T h e  Engliih trader would 
not find his liberty increafed by coming here, and af
ter an Union his protection would be lefs. I fhall 
fpare myfelf the pain o f  dwelling upon the thoughts 
that rife up along with this part o f  the fubjeCt. T h e  
futility o f  expedting, that a worfe condition will be 
productive o f  advantages to our country, which were 
not brought about by a better one, has already been 
ably expofed by M r. Barnes, in a work that deferves 
the warm thanks o f  every true Irifhman.

Such a iituation is prepofteroufly compared by the 
advocate o f  the Union, to a partnerihip in trade.

E  2 For
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For here the parties have an umpire left, to prevent 
orpunifh an infraction o f  the agreement. I f  it does 
rot anfwer their convenience, they may diifolve, or 
at lcaft not prolong it, beyond the ftipulated term. 
Whereas the Union is more like a marriage, which 
i f  it prove ever fo deftruétive or adulterous to Ireland, 
ihe has no confiltory where to carry her complaint for 
reparation, though the Britiih Neptune, when he has 
robbed her o f  her jewel o f  Independence, may, and 
will degrade her to drudge among his vaffal co
lonies.

T h e  argument brought in favour o f  the Union 
from the example of  the increafed profperity o f  Scot
land, fince the Union o f  that country with England, 
I ihall only mention to obferve upon it, that when 
ufed by a man o f  fenfe, it amounts to an admiffiou 
o f  the rottennefs o f  his caufe, which he is forced to 
prop by fuch fallacies. W ithout adverting to the 
complete inertnefs o f  the Union, towards promoting 
the profperity o f  Scotland, for fixty years, until 
aided by other caufes that did not exclufively belong 
to the meafure; without adverting to the general im
provement which time mull bring with it every where 
that human induftrv is not cramped or counteracted ; 
there are no reafonings more fallacious than thofe from 
vague analogy— indeed a perfeól fimilitude is fcarcely 
to be found between thofe camelion-like queftions, 
which relate to the ever-varying interefts o f  men. 
Thofe perions therefore, who argue from things that 
have gone before in favour o f  thofe which are only 
posterior to them, may as well fay that Scotland 
profpered, becaufe o f  the laft eclipfe. T h e  argu
ment o f  analogy applies with equal facility to the 
converfe o f  the propofition,. and would juft as well 
fupport feparation. W e  ourfejves have profpered in 
proportion as our fubjeftion to England was kflened ; 
and America, after throwing off  her dominion alto

gether,
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gether, is become, in the fhort fpace o f  16 years, 
one of the moil profperous countries on the G lobe. 
A  candid inveftigator o f  truth, who does not dread 
left her voice ihould rejcót his fyftem, mull admit that 
every where the falient and productive principle o f  
Liberty  and Independence, is according to the mea- 
fureit  abounds, the parent of national profperity and 
greatnefs. It was that drew Holland from the waves, 
turned her marfhes into gardens, rendered her cities 
more numerous than the hamlets o f  other countries, 
and alternately made the ocean the monument o f  her 
afliduity and her triumphs; it was that cloathed the 
mountains o f  Switzerland with habitations and life, 
made her vallies fmile in contented eafe ; and in both 
thefe countries, ornamented the creations o f  induftry, 
with the wreath o f  fcience and the palm o f  glory. 
Thefe,  G  Liberty and Independence ! were your pro
lific bleihngs— may they ever animate the energies o f  
my country, and grant to her innumerable aptitudes, 
the untributary rewards of  induftry and commerce !

T a k e  then this Union, as it affetfs all the fources 
o f  wealth and confequence, it will be found one o f  
the moft overbearing and rapacious projeds, which 
power can diftate to a fallen people ; take it as it af- 
fedts conftitution and national dignity, it is one o f  
the moft infulting and defpotic. W hile  the French 
Republic incorporates her conquefts into her Empire,  
however criminal her ambition in doing fo, ihe only 
unites countries contiguous to her own territory, as 
Scotland is to England, and does not refufe to all 
their inhabitants, an entire participation in all her ad
vantages in every ihape and degree ; whereas an U n i 
on between Ireland and England would be one be
tween countries that have not a finglc point o f  con
tact, and the fmaller o f  which, is as fully competent 
to exiit independent o f  the other, nay o f  the whole 
world, as Great Britain is to exiit independent o f  
^  W  Jbrance.
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France. T h e  French Republic profcribes no de
scription o f  íubjeóts; bat we are told, and it is feri- 
oufly recommended to Proteftarts, as a motive for 
agreeing to the Union, that the perpetual and fecurc 
inferiority o f  the Catholics o f  Ireland, will be one 
o f  its beneficial effefts ; while to the Catholics them- 
felves is held out a bribe for their clergy, and iome 
vague hopes of  undefined, indeterminate privileges 
to the laity, as i f  the Catholics were bigots o f  ths 
Sixteenth century, and had net as juft and proud a 
fenie, both lay and clerical, o f  the bleifings of  civil and 
political liberty, as their more favoured countrymen. 
T h e  attention of the public is turned with much 
anxiety to the conduit they fhall obferve upen this 
great queftion. T h e  fanguinary perfecution they have 
Suffered, will, as fome fear, and others hope, ren
der them regardlefs o f  the fate o f  a country, in which 
they may not arrive at the proud diftiniftion o f  citi
zens ; but their malignant paillons may be gratified, 
by concurring in the degradation o f  their oppreflors. 
T h e  Catholics o f  Ireland leave rancour and malig
nity to their enemies : T h e y  who might perhaps long 
Since, in defpite of  Gaand Juries and Orange-lodges, 
have obtained the removal o f  thofe reftridtions, which 
peculiarly affeét themfelves, i f  they had concurred in 
crying down the facred principles of Liberty, inftead 
c f  manfully afferting them ; i f  inftead o f  Catholic 
franchife, they had not contended for lri/h Free
dom ; will not tarniih their honour or forfake their 
duty, to gra.tify the worft and bafeft o f  human parti
ons— revenge. T h e y  cannot furely be allured to it, 
by the Caftle projeit o f  an Union -, which impudent
ly tells them, it is prefumed they will be content, 
when they Shall be reduced to defpair, and emanci
pation placed totally beyond their hopes or acquifi- 
rion. Thatfuch would be their fate, they haveafuf- 
ficient affurance, in the pertinacious bigotry o f  that 
foreign clergy, who Still refufe the juft claims of  the

Proteftant
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Proteftant Diflenters, who fpurn with greater fury 
thofe o f  the Engliih Catholics, and who, i f  a 
new Gofpel were to come from Heaven, would 
raife againft it the burning zeal o f  a Birmingham 
mob. Rut let not the f  iends o f  Iriih Independence 
ungratefully forget, that the Catholics o f  Ireland 
have always a<5ted with that fidelity to their coun
try, which ihould naturally characterize the majority 
o f  the people. "When mifguided and falfe notions o f  
duty, led them at the Revolution to adhere to the ab
dicated iMonarch, who claimed by hereditary right, 
in preference to him who was invited from a foreign 
Republic, with his foreign army, to the relief o f  an 
opprefled people-, and whom (if they confidered but 
their intereft) they too might have fecured to them- 
felves the benefit o f  electing ; did they not however 
make the freedom o f  Ireland, the condition o f  their 
allegiance. In the acts o f  that illuftrious Parliament 
held by K ing  James in Back-lane, we find provifions 
for aflerting and maintaining the Independence o f  the 
Iriih Legiflature, for making trade free, for encou
raging manufactures and ihipping, and reforming the 
repreièntation ; but not a line to exclude any de- 
fcription o f  Irifhmen, from the bleflings o f  general 
liberty, from the competition o f  honourable employ
ment, or the participation of  any of/the powers, d ig
nities, or immunities o f  the ftate.

W h e n  in the American war they perceived a be
ginning change o f  difpofition lefs hoftile to their reli
gion and interefts, in fome few aóts o f  moderate j u s 
tice, and yet timid liberality ; did they not, with a 
generous partiality for their (lowly relenting country
men, prefer to accept o f  flight favours at their hands, 
fooner than invite the power that hovered upon their 
coaft, that had already given aflurance of eman

c ip a t io n  to America, which it ihortly afterwards fu l
filled ?

W c
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W e  meet the Catholics again, after the recall of  
Lord Fitzwilliam, upon occaiion o f  a threatened 
Union, ftand forward as lriihmen, generouily forget
ting their own wrongs for the concerns of  their coun
try. I f  Iriíh feelings be not benumbed to every 
thing national or heroic, by the anodyne o f  Engliih 
gold -, the recollcfticn o f  the Catholic meeting in 
Francis-ftreet Chapel, on the 9th o f  April, 95, 
ought to difabufe their opponents. But whether or 
no, 1 truft the Catholics will preferve their character 
o f  unfullied patriotifm, and never become inftru- 
ments to degrade their native land. From their de
luded countrymen, who themfelves were duped and 
corrupted by Engliih policy* they have fuiFered much, 
alas ! too much *, but by their own aét alone can they 
be dishonoured, and from this misfortune they are yet 
free. T h e y  cannot forget the noble and Catholic fen- 
timent of  an able and enlightened member of  their 
body, now unhappily no more, or Dr. Ryan— that 
it is better they ftoould do penance for Ireland, than that 
Ireland Jloould do penance for them. I was prefen t that 
day in the crowd, a witnefs to his poliihed eloquence, 
when he fpoke thefe remarkable words— <c I f  the Bri- 
tc tifh Minifter ihould come forward with Union in 
«  one hand, and Catholic Emancipation in the other, 
“  would you acquiefce in the former, tor the fake o f  
44 the latter? Would you barter the Rights o f  Ire- 
ct land, for Catholic Freedom ?”  A  burft of in
dignation, and a cry o f  no ! no ! iiTued that day from 
the aííemb!ed Catholics of  Dublin. H e  proceeded—
4C I know you would not, and I only put the queilion,
46 in order that you may difmifsit with the ftamp of 
<c your indignation. It is moraily impoffible you 
44 could harbour fuch a diíhonourable intention.
44 T h e  Catholics are the great majority o f  the pco- 
cc pie o f  Ireland, and it is impofiibie that the majo- 
44 rity o f  any people can be guilty of an ail  of 
44 treachery, to the land that gave them birth. A

44 P A R T *



<c p a r t y  rrny betray the people, but the peopla 
“  cannot betray themfelves  ̂ for felf-prefervation is 
“  the fir ft law in the breaft o f  nations, as well as iti 
lc the breaitof  individuals ; and even if  you were to 
<c itoop to fo difgraceful an a<5t, as to bargain for 
“  your own rights, by felling the rights o f  your 
KC countrymen, you would not long furvive the ruin,
4t or profit by the difaiters you had fpread around you* 
ct T h e  flavery you caufed would be communicated to 
*c you back again, and you would foon afcend the 
** lame hearfe that brought your country to the 
<c tomb.”  H e  concluded an elegant and impreilive 
fpeech, bv this appofite refoluticn— u That we are 
fincerely and unalterably attached to the r i g h t s ,  

L I B E R T I E S ,  a n d  I N D E P E N D E N C E  O f  G U T  N A T I V E  C O U N 

T R Y  •, and we pledge ourfelves collectively and indi
vidually to refift, even our own emancipation* i f  pro- 
pofed to be conceded upon the ignominious terms o f  
an acquiefcence, in the fatal meafure o f  a n  U n i o n  

with the lifter kingdom.”

Such were the fentiments o f  the Catholics o f  this 
great city, in 95, which Dr. Ryan only embodied in 
a refolution, to which was not heard a fingle fentence 
o f  difient. Death has iince deprived the nation o f  
that valuable life. W it h  affectionate emotion, and 
public, as well as private feelings, I deplore the lois. 
A f t e r  much intimacy, which never abated my ref- 
peét, I mull fay o f  him in truth, that his virtues 
were an honour to his kind, his talents an ornament 
to his country, and his honefty fo pure, that they 
never would be employed, but to promote its welfare, 
and maintain its rights. A t  that time (and we would 
do well to advert m uch upon the prefent to that 
cccafion), it was fiid by another Catholic o f  diftin- 
guifhed ta’ents— cc However we may differ in doc- 
c< trinal tenets, as our morality is one, becaufe we 
“  are Chriftians, fo ihall our politics be one, becaufe

F  u  we
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“  we are Iriih men. W e  have all the fame God and 
“  the fame Country, and as we agree in the obliga- 
« tion o f  promoting the glory o f  the one, fo we will 
«  all co-operate in the ta/k o f  promoting the inte- 
«  reft o f  the other.”  A n d  a little further “  W e a k  
“  and wicked man (Pitt) does he think the Catholics 
“  o f  Ireland will purchafe their Emancipation at the 
<c price or Iriíh Liberty ? A t  what time could the 
«  conduit o f  the Catholics o f  Ireland juftify, or 
“  give rife to a fuppofition o f  this contumelious na- 
“  ture ? In the war with America, a war that fhould 
“  be for ever a lefTon to Minifterial arrogance and 
“  prefumption, when the fleets o f  France rode tri- 
« umphant in the Engliih Channel, and hovered 

round the Iriih coaft ; when Ireland was left to 
«  Providence, and to herfelf, how did the Catholics 
“  then atf ? Did they think o f  themfelves ? N o  they 
“  thought o f  their country.”  A gain— » Kings 
“  Parliaments, and Conftitutions, have yielded to 
“  the hand o f  time, and the ravages o f  power, for 
“  what is there human that can withftand them ? 
“  But the rights o f  the people, on which Kings, 
“  Pari,aments and Conftitutions reft, ftiall remain 

unhurt amidft the general wreck; immutable as 
€< the God who beflowed them, eternal as the prin- 
“  ciples o f  juftice upon which they are founded. 
“  W ould the people o f  England acknowledge that 
“  the Parliament of England was competent °to fur- 
“  render its powers to Ireland ? Is there a man in 

either kingdom, who would venture to hazard fuch 
an aftc-rtion ? And is not the people o f  Ireland as 

“  independent, and as felf-exifting, as the people o f  
England ? Is not the Parliament o f  Ireland, with 

‘ ‘ ' h e ^ ng ° f  Jreland at its head, in every point o f  
Constitutional theory, exaftlv the fame as that o f  

“  England ? W ho then (hall dare to aiTert that
‘  the Parliament o f  Ireland can do that, which the 

!* Parliament o f  England cannot ?”

It
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It wíll not detraét from the truth o f  thofe fentï- 
tnénts, that one o f  the authors o f  them is in the 
grave, and the other is in exile— nor do I wiih to 
panegyrize the living : I only contend, that the C a 
tholics o f  Dublin adopted them in 95 ; that the C a 
tholics o f  Ireland applauded them after;  and that I 
believe they have too much magnanimity, as well as 
wifdom, not to perfevere in them to the end.

A lth ou gh  fome o f  the evils o f  an Union, do not 
apply to the Catholics in their prefent condition, for 
privileges which they have not, they cannot lofc ; 
yet in what they may acquire, or what they have to 
forfeit, does it apply to them m od forcibly. It  comes 
to them under fufpicious aufpices, for who are to lay 
down and mete its conditions, but their moft implaca
ble and acrimonious enemies in both kingdoms ; men 
who for a moment may condefcend to cheat them with 
hopes, but who do not poiTefs enough o f  philofophy 
or temper, ever to forget their own prejudices, or the 
injuries they have done them. T h e y  who but the 
other day, made the reverence o f  Catholics for the 
Virgin,  and their harmlefs acknowledgment o f  the 
P op e ’ s fpiritual fupremacy in their own religion only, 
a ground for excluding them from fome o f  the moil  
valuable rights o f  citizens, as dangerous enemies to 
the ftate -, muft, i f  the oppofition they then gave be 
honeft, rather endeavour with the firft opportunity, 
to abridge fooner than extend the power o f  perfons 
who hold fuch formidable doffrines. I f  the oppofition 
they gave had other motives than thofe they alledged, 
then were they hypocrites, whofe aflurances or compaél 
are entitled to no reliance. T h e y  tell the Catholic, 
in order to reconcile him to this meafure o f  an U n i 
on, that his clergy fhall be penfioned, and give him 
hopes o f  his pretenfions being admitted, in confe- 
qqence o f  that event ; but they tell the Proteftant, 
in order to reconcile him alfo, that by it the Catholic

F  2 fhall
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fhall be chained down to perpetual inferiority. A l 
though the contradiction did not betray the intend
ed fraud, furely no Catholic in his fenfes can be the 
dupe o f  fuch ju ggling;  no more than o f  that fimu- 
lated concern for his religion, which the fame party 
affedts, when it would fain infinuate that it is nothing 
ihort o f  Atheifm in a member o f  the Romiih Church, 
to proteft in the ftrongeft terms againlt giving it a 
civil eftabliihment. Surely, Catholics, the words yet 
grate upon your ears, which infolently mifnamed your 
religion, a thing only fit for fools or Knaves ; and can 
you truft to the mockery o f  regard for it from any 
fuch quarter, or be deceived by the crocodile tears that 
fall from afcendency, lay, or churchmen for the 
Pope, whom they have ever reviled, and your reli
gion, which, down from the malevolent Biihop o f  
Cloyne, to his dull affiftant, Dr. Hales, has been 
the conftant theme of their vituperation and ridi
cule ? H ad  it been faid the Catholics wiihed to fub- 
vert the Proteftant eftabliihment, not for the fake o f  
an exemption from tithes ; not for the fake o f  re
moving the many dangers to Religion and Liberty, 
confequent to all religious eftabliihments ; not for 
the fake o f  that perfed freedom of confcience, which 
can only exift where no penalties or excluions are in
curred for heterodoxy, but in order to fet up their 
own in the place o f  it— what fruitful themes o f  in
ventive had been thus afforded to the author o f  the 
former charaiter, and what a fupply o f  matter to the 
candid and decorous ftrains o f  Dr. Duigenan ! H e w  
they would have rung the changes upon this fo often 
ilandered religion, who are fedulous at the fame mo
ment to mifreprefent fome lamentable ads of  retalia
tion and defpair, as the pure and genuine offspring' 
o f  Catholicifm !

Religion is one thing, the civil eftabliihment o f  it 
another ; and is one o f  the firft abufes, which disfi

gured



gured by its alliance the beautiful fyilem c f  Chrifti- 
anity. Religious -eftabliihments have been always 
hurtful tiie caufe o f  Religion. I'o Liberty  they 
are not lefs to ; and when that o f  Ireland is to be 
carried oil; we fee a propofed eftabliihment to the 
Cathodes, ifiue from the lame region, with the other 
diftempers of an Union. But the bait betravs the 
purpofe : T h e  Catholic clergy will not firft take
bribes, to be afterwards obliged to take com m uions 
o f  the peace, though they ihould be tempted to re- 
ciuit the fable army of aFli-je viagijirates, by the 
allurements o f  a demi-eftabliihment o f  their own. 
In all Chriftian Churches, fays the profound and fa- 
gacious author o f  the W ealth  o f  Nations, Vol.  2. 
p. 317. D ub. edit. 1793.  the benefices o f  the clergy 
are a tort o f  freeholds which they enjoy not dur
ing pleafure, but during life, or good' behaviour. 
I f  they held them by a more precarious tenure, and 
weie liable to be turned out upon every flight dii- 
obligation either o f  the Sovereign or o f  his Mmifters, 
it would perhaps be impoilible for them to maintain 
their authority with the people, who would then conil- 
der them as mercenary dependents upon the Court, in 
the frncerity of who/e tnftrufiions they could no longer 
have any confidence. ^

U ntil  the American and French revolutions, all 
rulers appeared defirous of propping their authority, 
by rendering as much as pofiible rhe clergy dependent 
upon themielves ; for as rhe civil ejiablijhrnent o f  the 
church wanted inherent lirength, by wanting the flip
py it  of  reaion, it is ot the nature o f  all eltablifncd 
clergy, when they are fo unfitly circimiftanced, to 
rr.arvc common caufe with the ftate, whatever it may 
be. 1 his has made the eflablijbed clergy uphold with 
equal zeal the inquifitorial tyranny o f  Spain and Por
tugal,  the ariftocratic defpotiim o f  Venice, the more 
equal republicanifm of Holland, and the paflive obe

dience
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dience exafted in England before the revolution. It 
prompted in our own time, one of the mitred fronts - a 
declare in the Britiih Senate, that the people have 
nothing to do with the laws, but to obey them, and 
has turned the eftablifhed clergy of  Ireland, into 
hunters o f  their wretched countrymen, to enjoy the 
conflagration o f  their dwellings, and fcent their lace
rated fcotfteps with the keennefs o f  antient Britons. 
It  “  converted the fpiritual guide into a court con- 
“  ftable, and the paftor o f  the flock into a leader of  
“  detachments, whofe fold became the county gaol!, 
“  and whofe flock was his prifoners.” * T o  this caufe 
is it owing, that under monarchies and republics, 
under ali religions, whether Romifh or Reformed, 
divine right and non-refiftance, were the doitrines o f  
the clery, when they were the doftrines of  their pa
trons. T o  this is it owing that we fcarcely ever hear 
them inveigh in their eloquent homilies, or pious ex
hortations, againft the political corruptions o f  go
vernment, though they form fo eflential and large a 
part o f  morals, and fubvert more extenfively the 
principles o f  virtue, that can be done by any private 
depravity ; but referve with courtly prudence their 
anathemas for the turbulent tranfgrelflons of  the peo
ple, or fuch vices only, as do not interfere with the 
adminiftration o f  thofe who govern. T h e  abules 
belong neither to religion, nor its mimfters, confi- 
dered Amply as fuch ; but to the civil eftabliihments, 
which feduce the frailty o f  human nature into ads o f  
corrupt complaifance, or unchriftian perfecution. I f  
left to God and to their flocks, the venerable names 
o f  the clergy would perhaps lefs than thofe of  any 
other men, be difgraced by an alliance with defpo- 
tifm ; for the maxims o f  the Gofpel are thofe of  na
tural and c i v i l  equality, the bafisoftrue liberty ; the 
very fame, notwithftanding the calumnies of  lntereit-
ed tyrants, which were tranlplanted into the declara- 

1 tion

* Petition of  the W big Club t o  the King.



tion of  rights, prefixed to the American and French 
Conftitutions. T h e y  wrong the information o f  C a 
tholics, v\ho prelume to fuppofe them ignorant o f  
thefe truths; and however it may diipleafe the imps 
o f  national difienfion, and the purveyors o f  abfolute 
power, they are not délirons o f  a civil eftabliihment 
for their clergy ; but as they value the liberties o f  their 
country, and cherilh their religion, they proteft
againft the infidious projeft o f  adulterouily connect
ing it with the ftate.

A  formal communication, I underftand, has been 
made by a noble Secretary, to two Catholics o f  dif- 
tinfhon, befpeaking their concurrence in the U n io n ;  
but informing them they couid not for the prefent be 
included in its arrangements. It was expetfed proba
bly, they would as ufual acquiefce from hum ility;  
but I think they fhould confider themfelves happy, 
not to be involved in its difgrace. It is certain, much 
Ipirit was never manifefted by that defcription o f  C a 
tholics. \\ ith a very few exceptions, however, and 
ome indulgent allowances, which generofity, if not 

i t n d  juftice, ihould yield to the prejudices o f  educa
tion ; they cannot be deemed unfriendly to the liber
ties o f  their body, nor fo uninformed as not to’ know, 
them. I h o f e  among them who may juftly  pretend 
from the advantages of  rank or fortune, to fit in the 
Legiilature o f  their country, and are fenfible how 
much all the confiderations which ihould influence a 
government, confpire to accelerate in their favour the 
advances o f  a too tardy liberality, cannot but perceive 
how much they will be fruitrated o f  the benefit o f  ci:- 
cumiiances and their own weight, when they fliall have 
to carry their queftion by appeal, to the bar o f  a foreign 
Parliament. A n  alteration will be difficultly made in 
their favour, in the Parliamentary Conftitution o f  
E n g la n d ;  as there the clerical.logic o f  innovation, 
could be no longer pleaded agaimt the Diflenters • 
and the dilciples of Prieftley and Price are not, it is 
laid, in lufficient odour o f  ariftocracy, to be admiflible

within
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within the fanduary o f  the ftate. W hen thé Parlia
ment and Conftitution o f  Ireland, are tranilated to 
a better place, in recompenfe of  their virtues, let the 

'Catholic iook round, and he may fee the important 
offices o f  high and fub-iheriff, left to invite his am
bition, and remain to a benign Sovereign, for the 
difplay of Princely munificence. T h a t  is, i f  any o f  
the fhreds and tattered rags o f  the privileged orders 
o f  the Irifti Conftitution remain unexported to D uke ’s 
Place, the Catholics will be jgracioufly permitted to 
bow at the Caftle, for the favour of  wearing them. 
Catholics I 'you are certainly not treated with much 
ceremcshÿ for' the ' prefent, but propofed, cavalierly 
ehough, to be handed over to the Engliih Parliament j 
v/here the hypocritical Wilberforce may perhaps bring 
a claufe for your emancipation, into his nexr bill ror 
abolifhing the ilave trade. Permit me to requelt your 
attention to the following partage of  an official 
pamphlet, as'it will give you a pretry broad hint of 
what is thought in the fuperior region from whence 
it iflues, the fitted: principle whereby to rule you.

*• T h e  Proteftants ftate, that when the Catholics 
tc were restrained by fevere laws, the kingdom con- 
“  tinued in tranquillity for a century -, but fo icon as 
“  national confidence, the refult o f  that tranquillity, 
“  induced them to repeal the reftridions by which 
« the Catholics were bound, the an tient fpirit o f  ri- 
“  valry revived, and the Catholics demanded fuch a 
“  change of  the Conilitution, as would gradually 
“  transfer to them all the power o f  the ftate.”

T h e  conclufion is obvious— that exclufion is the 
molt judicious policy to fce obferved towards the C a 
tholics; a n d  this oracle comes from an Engliih mar;, 
in the intimacy at leaft o f  the Engliih Cabinet. 1 his 
gentleman is not io unacquainted with human nature 
or events, as not to know that the fpirit ot rivalry re
vived, not becaufe the reftridions were removed, but
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that a fpirit o f  liberty grew up, and proftrated fome 
o f  the reftri&ions before it. Becaufe o f  the A m e r i
can and French revolutions, and o f  the embarraiT- 
m e n tso f  the Britiih government coincident with thofe 
events, and the feafbnable exertions o f  the Catholics 
themfelves.

T h efe  caufes are too rnanifeft to efcape the pene
tration o f  the author o f  the pamphlet, but the more 
obvious they are, the plainer alfo is the defign o f  
making the principle o f  excluiion the meafure o f  f u 
ture policy towards the Irifh Catholics. N o t  that 
there will be much to withhold, but in hopes that 
little may ftill keep up the fatal fpirit o f  difunion and 
animofity.

W h i l e  the filly objection o f  the P op e ’s fpiritual fu* 
premacy is made an impediment to Catholic emanci
pation, nothing can be more evident than that its 
force will be as great in the Britifh Parliament, whither 
Catholic hopes and claims would be transferred, as it 
is h ere;  foruntil his Grace o f  Canterbury {hall chari
tably condefcend to give his Holinefs a lodging at 
Lambeth* the fpiritual fupremacy will be as much a 
foreign jurifdidlion in England, as it is in Ireland 5, 
and the fplenetic ravings o f  Mr. O gle ,  or the ribal
dry of  D r.  Duigenan, be juft  as good arguments in 
St. Stephen’s Chape!, as they were in College-green,

In confequence o f  an U nion, the argument o f  
numbers, the author o f  the pamphlet fays, would be 
turned againft the Catholics, and o f  courfe an argu
m e n t  right fubtrafted from their pretenfions* T h is ,  
ir it were true, would not, I prefume, advance their 
claims. Befides, whatever credit this writer pofTefles, 
goes to afiure the Proteftants, and he cannot conceal 
the fecret from the Catholics, “  that they (the Pro- 
46 teltants) m ay reft allured, the Britiih Parliament 
. V ?  G  «  will
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** will not imprudently admit Catholic preteniions, as 
«  the tejt laws could not bz.partially repealed.”

Whatever reliance therefore a Catholic Peer and a 
Right Rev. Prelate, are defired to place in the future 
difpofitions o f  the Britiih Senate, they will, after an 
Union, have no means to induce or to determine its 
liberality. In their failure they might be confoled, 
by recolleding that the objeCt o f  purfuit had funk in 
value ; for art admiffion into the Britiih Parliament, 
if attainable, would to almoft all o f  them be a barren 
privilege. T his  makes the Union peculiarly injuri
ous to the Catholics, both as it tends to perpetuate 
their difabilities, and, in the improbable cafe that 
thefe were removed, as they themfelves would 
totally fink in a competition with the perfons who 
m ud pafs into the imperial Legiflature -, whereas in an 
Iriih one, their importance would be great, and daily 
becoming more fo. But all from which Parliaments 
derive confequence— the free fuffrages o f  the people 
— that which makes franchifes o f  value, whether 
elective or reprefentative, the authority they confer—  
that which gives profperity to nations, and dignity 
to man, Liberty and Independence will be fnatched 
alike, by this fatal meafure, from the great mafs o f  
Iriihmen o f  every pcrfuafion. I f  the Catholics, how
ever, whofe approbation o f  it is partly canvafled 
through their rcfentments, fliould let themfelves be 
deceived by that, and vague profeflions, or nugatory 
promiies *, they will in fome meafure countenance the 
contumely lo often manifefted for their feelings and 
capacity, when they are by the fame party alternately 
injured and cajoled. T h e y  ought not to be ignorant, 
that it is eontrary to the nature o f  monopoly, to be 
juft or generous, and that in their cafe it never was 
fo ; but that as they are indebted to their increafed 
importance, for the acquifitions they have made, fo 
when the operation o f  this importance is diminiihed

bv
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by an Union, for they mvift largely partake o f  the 
general degradation, they will be removed in the pro
portionate degree from all political dignity and power 
— objeits naturally o f  eftimation, if  not always o f  
purfuit, to every elevated mind. Part o f  this impor
tance coniifts in the mutual amity and good under- 
Aanding eftabliihed between them ansj the Diflenters ; 
a thing equally honourable to religion and to patriot- 
ifm, and conducive to the liberties o f  both, while a 
native Legiilature exifts within the realm ; but when 
a iew individuals far beyond the influence o f  popular 
fuftrage, are the felf-appointed, pretended reprefen- 
tatives o f  Ireland, there can be no more emancipa
tion, and no more reform— at leaft by what is com 
monly called conftitutional means.

Nothing can at the fame time more ftrongly evince 
the corruptions o f  Parliament, and how much thofe 
perfons were in the right, who contended for reform ; 
than that a meafure ihould pafs, by which the faith- 
lefs agents o f  the people o f  Ireland, ihould rob it o f  
all effectual controul over its own concerns, in order 
to give that controul to the people o f  another coun
try. It can be no longer doubtful that they muft 
have been* capable o f  felling their political fervices, 
who can be induced to part with their political existence! 
T h e  fmallnefsof the relation between the Parliament 
and the People, is the fertile and paramount grievance 
fo juftly  complained o f  by the friends o f  Liberty,  and 
an augmentation o f  the mifchief, by which it will be 
totally in the power o f  a fet o f  Engliihmen to make 
laws to bind Ireland, muft be held a decifive proof o f  
the exiftence o f  the corruption, in the confummation 
o f  its exercife. A  virtuous Parliament requires not 
to be annihilated ; and an honeft one, would be inca
pable o f  felling the birth-right o f  its conftituents. 
vVith the knowledge o f  its difpofitions, which govern
ment muft poifeis, it iniinuates, by prefuming tq 
bring forward a meafure fo odious, that there is

G  2 nothing
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nothing wiih which it may not affront the honour of 
that affembly,  and that it may not exped from its ve
nality : thus justifying the reformer, by what it pre
f u m e s ' upon the Parliament. T h e  world has agreed 
in allowing, that the Roman Senate was funk into the 
m od ahjed ftate o f  corruption, when there was no
thing fo bafe that the Emperors dare pot propofe to it, 
and nothing they piopofed, that it did not confirm.

It is alfo worthy o f  remark, that every argument in 
favour o f  an Union, is one againft the exifting con
nexion ; and yet it is for maintaining the inconveni
ence o f  this ftate, that fo many o f  the people have 
been profcribed and butchered; but which may be 
avowed by thofe alone who would modify it, not in 
f a v o u r  of Ireland, but o f  Great Britain. Nevertheless 
Union and Separation are correlative terms, and in 
fair argument the confederation o f  one, cannot be fe- 
parated from that of  the other. So that to difcufs 
both fides o f  this queftion, is to confider whether a 
provincial fubjeition to England, or a total indepen
dence, would be moft conducive to the happmeis ot 
Ireland. T h e  example o f  the Seven United Pro
vinces, and o f  America, fuggefted in the Secretary s 
pamphlet, with what they fuffered, a n d  what they 
dared, and how they profpered, equally obtrude 
themfelves upon the judgment, while it deliberates 
upon this fubjeft ; but thefe, and many other argu
m e n t s  applicable to it, cannot, in the prefent ftate ot 
the Iriih Prefs, be freely urged. L ik e  the abien, 
ftatues of  Brutus and Caffius, at the obiequies ot Ju
nta, they muft, however, imprefs the mind the more 
forcibly, for being unavoidably kept out of light. 
Vieenti clariffimaiuin familiarum imagines anteiatæ 
furit, M anlii , . Quinetii , , aliaque ejufdem nobi.itatis 
nomina : Sed pfœfulgeba::t C a p s  atque Brutus eo ipfo 
quod ejfiges eorum non vifebanlur. (Annal, lib. i n .

fub f inem j •
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T h e  calumniated advocates o f  reform, are no lefs 
the friends o f  their country’s liberty, than o f  its 
peace ; and their adverfaries, who are alio the pro
moters o f  the Union, by facrificing the one, continu
ally endanger the o th e r-, for an Union will leave 
Irifhmen no effectuai channel o f  redret’s, but force, 
and reduce us to the neceflity o f  implicit iubmiffion, 
or the laft and awful refuge o f  the opprefled— putting 
the fwcrd in room o f  the pen, and infurreétion inftead 
o f  relolutions. A  free Parliament, fuch as the friends 
o f  reform have endeavoured to obtain, would be to 
a nation, what the impartial administration o f  juftice 
is, with regard to perlons-, it would prevent the ne- 
ceffity o f  felf-interference, and fubftitute the reafon, 
in place o f  the arms o f  fociety. But when reform is 
rendered notfimply more difficult, but next to impof- 
iible, as muft be the cafe with the only remaining 
Parliament, when it is deluged with an influx of 
ftrangers, connected with little elfe there befides the 
Minifter, and that the controul o f  public opinion, 
which fometimes operates over thofe whom power 
cannot reach, will totally ceafe to aited: the pretended 
lriih reprefentatives, removed by the Union out o f  
the fphere o f  its influence; what tribunal will there 
remain in Ireland, before which to carry the grievances 
o f  the people ?— Indeed the bare propofal, but ftill 
more the coniummation o f  an Union, will fully juftify 
thofe men, who turned their weary footfteps, their 
.baffled.hopes, anddifgufted honefty, from the thiefhold 
o f  Parliament, i t  will be feen, they only thought o f  
it a little fooner, as the world muft think: o f  it after 
an Union, that it felt not for the people, and deferved 
not their confidence, which could feize the diftraflioiis 
o f  an unhappy hour, to barter away as tar as it may 
do fo, their liberties and welfare, the nation’ s pride, 
and every blefling which may naturally deicend to an 
independent country.

T o
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T o  reduce imperial Ireland to a province ! W h s t  
is treafon, i f  fuch can be the nature or patriotifm ? 
O f  this their fharpeft enemies cannot accufe the 
United Irifhmen, that they would fubmit their coun
try a province to any people under Heaven. T h e  
very head and front of  their offending, is a wifh to 
withdraw it, like the United States of  America, from 
the bleffings o f  Britifh connection, to ftand a felf- 
exifiing Republic. I do not intend to fcan their con- 
d u d .  But at a time that every principle o f  moral and 
political duty enjoins forgivenefs and oblivion o f  in
juries, the claffic fcholar will not feel his philanthropy 
diminifh, by recolleCling how his youthful bofom beat 
high with enthufiafm, at the facred enterprizes o f  
Thrafybulus and Dion ; with what generous and heart
felt intereft he beheld the firft William, in uncon
querable perfeverance and difinterefted patriotifm, lay 
the foundation o f  the liberties and profperity o f  Hol
land ; and how often he has fince exulted in the fuc- 
eefsful invafian o f  his illuftrio.us fucceflor, who may 
juftly be called the glorious Deliverer, fince he was 
deflined by Providence to liberate a nation from civil 
and religious tyranny. It cannot but be painful to a 
good mind, to condemn even with juftice, any de- 
icription c f  that great family, o f  which he is but one 
as an Irifnman ; but to forgive and to forget, is not 
lefs generous than equitable, when the fuccefsful has 
certainly not been the leaft guilty party, Unlefs we 
are doomed to be eternally blinded to our interefts, 
by our animofities, the ufe that is attempted to be 
made o f  the latter upon the prefent important quef- 
tion9 ihould reconcile us to one another. W ith con
cern have i feen a Catholic Barrifter, in a publica
tion where he appears to lefs advantage than he did 
formerly in others in a better caufe, attempting to 
lead the Catholics to approve o f  the Union, through 
enmity to the Orangemen 5 while the latter are 
prompted to the fame difaftrous meafure, by their ha

tred
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tre d o f  the Catholics. It is certain that no proceed
ing could better promote the views o f  thofe perfons 
who are defirous to ftiip this country o f  independence, 
and hand her over to M r.  Pitt, to'bear the taxes and 
impolirions o f  his government. Violent as we have 
witneiTed this fpirit o f  religious rancour, it is foreign 
to the country it has fo much ravaged— it is fed like 
the yellow fever, by an extraneous contagion. L e t  
us behold in it, thole foes to our independence, who 
acknowledge that Ireland is growing too ftrong to be 
governed, and who fomented our domeftic animofities, 
not this year only, but for ages. T h e  crime is in 
the firft inftigation, more than in the vengeance o f  an 
unhappy mortal goaded to madnefs and defpair ; and 
to retaliation alone do I charge, upon the beft grounds, 
the acts o f  defperate outrage that were committed in 
fome o f  the difturbed diftrifts, as I do the aggreftion 
in its caufe, to the fame power which put in motion 
the Grand Juries, ufing the infatuated inftruments o f  
its abandoned policy, perhaps for the very purpofes 
o f  the Union. W h y  has the life o f  no Q u aker  been 
attacked in the county o f  W exford,  and why were 
depredations committed in Connaught, upon the pro
perty o f  Catholics as well as Proteftants, but becaufe 
the moral and humane Q u aker  did not defile his hands 
to torture and maflacre his fellow-creature j and be
caufe in the other cafe, religion was as little a protec
tion as a provocation. I have heard from fuch autho
rity as I cannot doubt, that Proteftants, who had not 
Jignahzed themfelves by afts of  cruelty, were as un- 
molefted in the W eft  as any other men ; and that 
where the people appointed committee?, they choie 
Proteftants indifcriminately with Catholics, giving no 
other preference, but what they thought was due to 
principle.

T h e  project o f  an Union was long a matter o f  ear
ned fohcitude and contemplation^ but Ireland was



not thought fufficiently divided, or frantic enough tó 
receive ic*until now. T h e  Orange barbarities were 
fomented with a view to ripen this cataftrophe ; but 
let me not fully my page with party appellations, and 
fall into the fnare o f  our enemies. T h e  fa&ion of 
Bcrough-mongers, and the whole firm of  monopoly, 
were roufed upon the very irritable principle o f  felf- 
jntereft, to reftrain the liberties o f  the country, in re
filling emancipation and reform. In proportion ?.s 
goodTfenfe and true irifh policy, were making profe- 
lytes to both thefe valuable meafures, a more aóhve 
regimen o f  difienfion, was reforted to by the common 
enemy, in order that when one party was thoroughly 
committed with the other, and reconciliation deipe- 
rate, thev might fling away the hopes o f  independence 
and prosperity, to feek common vengeance in com
mon ruin. W h o  does not perceive the fame hoftile 
power which fomented our unhappy difputes, ieeking 
to reap the harveftof its profligate intrigues, when it 
prefumes to think that our refentments and folly have 
fo degraded us, as to look for reciprocal fatisfaóHon* 
in mutual annihilation ? But, countrymen ! let this 
infamous attack rally you round the ftandard of in
dependence. In fpite of your difTenfions, you are itill 
children o f  the fame parent. 1  he verieft Orangeman 
among you, need but go to England, and the lriin 
ftranger will be taught, by the contumely with which 
he is received, that he belongs to another country 5 
and will you then caft away all which gives that coun
try rank, and retain of Ireland nothing but her brogue .
O  let one wife and generous aft of  patriotifm, bury 
your nonfenfica) quarrels in oblivion. Learn from 
this odious confpiracy againft your independence, that 
i f  you have been indulged in the monftrcus facility o 
cutting each other’s throats, it was in order to re- 
furne that dominion over your properties and tra e, 
which was once reluctantly yielded to your unanimity 
and fpirit \ but above all, let me conjure you, Ca-
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tholics, and you who are advocates o f  reform, and 
Jovers of liberty, give  110 countenance to an incor
porating Union. I f  thofe men, who poiTefs more 
effectual means o f  defeating it, ihall adt with the de- 
cihonand vigour which become perfons in their fitua- 
tion, fign upon the holy altar o f  national independ- 
ence, an amnefty for your refpedtive errors, and con
firm it by an irrevocable oath, that you ihall deem 
thole alone your enemies, who are at war with the li
berties o f  your country. So ihall you give to man
kind a glorious example o f  magnanimous wil'dom__
you will ftrengthen the bonds o f  confidence, lay the 
foundation o f  greater harmony, and repel diihonour 
and deftru&ion from j o u r  native land.

T h u s  alone, countrymen ! ihall you be able to de
feat the infidious projedt o f  an incorporating U nion, 
the empirical expedient o f  a defperate and flagitious 
M m iftry ,  driven by the progreflive increafe o f  their 
Jiberticide and fanguinary adts, to a height ofdiif icul- 
ties, where they are unable to continue, and from 
which their guilty and recreant hearts tremble to re
cede T h e y  have exhaufted terror, they have de
luged the earth with blood, and they forelee, and 
Jhudder at the refluent tide o f  vengeance and o f  juf- 
tice. Alii ie  alraid to go back, or to go over, they
grafp at the intermediate device o f  annihilating the
in epuidence oi a nation, which they are incompe
tent to govern, and unwilling to refign into other 
hands. £ hey bafely hope to preferve their rank, in 
the lhadowy femhlance o f  authority with which they 
take refuge in another country, but whither they (hail 
carry nothing fo real as their crimes, and the male- 

Liions of the iriih people. T h e  calamities they 
provoked, prove their unfitnefs for their ftations.
i  hey diiputed with the principles o f  L iberty ,  until 
they rooted them deep in the foil, and moiftened 
them with the blood of  the people. T h e fe  are now

H  dgubly
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doubly dear, as well for their own fakes, as for the 
friends, and brothers, and parents they have coil 
us. T h e  enemies o f  thefe principles, confcious that 
in every conteft brought to the fame iflue, there 
can be no compromife, but that Liberty or Defpo- 
tifm muft remain foie poiTeiTor of  the field, feek 
to protradl the exercife o f  unconftitutional power, 
by baniihing from this country all claim to a free 
Parliament, and rendering a reform hereafter im- 
poihble in the United Parliament o f  luxurious and 
degenerate England. But when the corruption o f  
two bodies unites in one, the odium againft their 
vices muft accumulate there alfo. A s  for us, a mi
litary may be fubftituted for a civil government, 
and courts-martial made ordinary, inftead of the 
ufual tribunals ; the militia o f  both countries may 
be exchanged, that both may more readily be co
erced by alien bands o f  unrelenting mercenaries ; 
more taxes raifed, and the favings from Iriih cor
ruption, appropriated to the Engliih creditor ; but 
all thefe expedients, fo far from reftraining the free 
and adventurous mind, muft fill it with ftronger, and 
yet ftronger indignation. T h ey  never can reconcile 
to their grievances, men whofe hearts glow with 
the love o f  their country, and whofe firm fouls can 
cm brace a magnanimous refolution. W e  may yet 
lee a bolder fpirit arife than that of 82, and the 
Freedom o f  the Iriih Legiflature again aflerted, and 
the frame o f  the Iriih Conftitution again laid down, 
but never more upon the contraded fite o f  rotten 
boroughs, and ufurped reprefentation. T h e  Union 
is, however, in vain objected to by thofe wretched 
bigots and fenfeleis politicians, who would hefitate 
at reform. T h e  enemies o f  Iriih Liberty fee the 
alternative o f  annihilating or reforming the Parlia
ment, and better it is that they ihould be coalefced 
with, than oppofed by the ilaviih advocates o f  a
Conftitution o f  boroughs, o f  peculation, and o f

partiali ty.



[  5 1 ]

partiality. L e t  fuch narrow-minded and felfifh op
ponents, refign themfelves to the foreign fuprema- 
cy o f  Great Britain. T h e y  deferve not to conforÉ 
with freemen ; they deferve not that liberty for 
themfelves, which they are unwilling to communi
cate to all their countrymen, and which they have 
not fufficient wifdom or magnanimity to place upon 
a wide and national bafis. It is in the generous 
nature o f  Irifhmen, to pafs a noble amnefty for 
paft errors, upon the juft  principle o f  warding off 
an evil from all, that all may enjoy together the 
independence they defend ; and it is only on the 
preem p tion  o f  exifting divifions, that this blow is 
aimed at the whole Irifh nation, by an extraneous 
power, that fupports no party, but with a view to 
its own dominion ; the machinations of  our enemies 
will, I truft, be turned to their own confufion, and 
m y beloved countrymen at laft convinced, that to 
be cordially united to each other, is the only ihield 
o f  fafety and o f  freedom.

F I N I S .
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