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P R E F A C E .

F O R  delivering the following fenti- 
ments to the public, the Author deems any 
apology unneceflary,— A t  a period like the 

prefent, w hen the very exiftence o f  Ireland 

as a Nation, is about to be annihilated ; it 
is criminal in Irifhmen to remain filent or 

indifferent.— His foie o b je d  in the prefent 
publication, is to exhort his countrymen to 

be unanimous, to roufe them to a fenfe o f  
their common danger, and o f  that facred 

duty they owe to God, to their Country, 
themfelves and pofterity. As an individual 
he conceives he has fo far fulfilled his obli
gations to fociety ; he -is yet  willing to go 
farther i f  neceifary. It now  remains with 
Irifhmen to determine whether they will, 

like men, aifert their Independence, or 
bafely proftrate themfelves at the feet o f  
the Britiih Minifier, and the Britiih M er
chant. A  2«





AN

A D D R E S S

TO THE

I R I S H  N A T I O N .

T h e r e  cannot b e a f u b j e f t ,  m y fellow -country

m en, fo w e ll  w o rth y  yo u r attention, and To h igh ly  

d eferv in g  your mod. ferious confideration, as that 

o f  a leg iila tive  U n io n  b e t w ix t  this C o u n try  and 

G r e a t  Britain.

W e  can  n o w  no lo n g e r  d o u b t the intention ot 

th e  M in iftry  in refpeft to this m eafure.— W  e can

not any lon ger d ou bt w h at their w iih e s  and fenti- 

m ents are w ith  regard to  it, they h ave  g iven  

you  fom eth in g m ore than p r e e m p tiv e  evid ence 

o f  this their defign  ; the rumours they are d aily  

circulating amongft you, the Pam phlets they are 

fending am ongft you , and the c o n v e r s i o n  ot 

the C aftle , w h ic h  is but the ech o  o f  the Bi u
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tifh M inifter’s, amount to a plain declaration, 

that the Cabinet o f  England and the Engiiih 

N ation are determined to make the daring at

tempt, o f  robbing you o f  that Conftitution, w hich  

your anceftors had long itruggled for, which 

the Volunteers o f  Ireland at length obtained, 

and in defcnce o f  w h ich , my countrymen, you 

yourfelves have fo lately rifqued both your lives 

and properties. W h a t  then, w ill  Irifhmen tamely 

iubm it that Conftitution to be taken aw ay  from 

them , w h ich  their renowned forefathers looked  

up to, and coniidered as w hat w as  moil valua

ble ? W i l l  Irifhm en at the.clofe o f  the eighteenth 

Century, g iv e  up their freedom and independ

ence ? W i l l  Iriihm en filently d eliver up their 

c iv i l ,  political and religious liberties ? W i l l  Irifh

m en fubmiffively furrender the management o f  

ih eir trade and com m erce, to i n g l i f h  rapaci

ty  ? N o , m y countrymen, no, you cannot, you  

■will not thus facrihce your deareft rights and 

privileges. T h e  right o f  Legifiating for your- 

felves, independent o f  any foreign interference 

or control, is a  right w h ich  no human p ow er 

upon earth, can w ith  juftice d e p iiv e  you o f—  

a right as unalienable as the foil, w h ich  gave  

you birth. T h is  is the noble prize the Swife 

fought for and gained, when they found them- 

felves oppreflcd b y  Auftrian tyranny, w hat the 

Dntch fought and bled for, when they threw 

o ff  the yoke o f  w icked  Philip. A n d  ’ tis the
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p rize  Iriihm en n o w  poifefs, and w i l l  n ever far- 

re a d e r  but w ith  their lives.

I t  requires n o  great ingenuity to point out, nor 

any extraord in ary  depth  of political fagacity to 

o b fe rv e ,  that w h en  once your Parliam ent is n o  

m ore, your nam e as a nation, your independence, 

yo u r g lo ry , honour, intereft an d  w elfare  periih. 

a lon g  w ith  it. A n d  if w e m ay  ju d g e  o f  w h a t 

is to  c o m e , from w h at is p a lt , you  w i l l  find, 

a la s !  this fad p ie d i i l io n  o f  mine too fu lly  v e 

rified, i f  e v e r  this unfortunate event take place. 

But turn o v e r  the page o f  Ir ifh  hiftory, m y  

cou n trym en , m ark there d iligen tly  the tranfa&i- 

ons o f  this cou n try , o b ie rv e  w e l l  the geneial 

courfe  o f  con d u ft o f  the BritiOi m iaiftry  and m er

chant tow ards Ireland and Iriihm eu, and w h at is it 

you behold  ? W h y  on the one hand, fuch an uni

form  fcene o f  p lu n der perfidy and oppreffion, as ' 

integrity fhrinks b a ck  from , and go o d  faith dis

o w n s ;  w h ilft  on the other hand, yo u  b e h o ld , 

fad  fp eftab le  ! p o v e rty ,  m ifery , d ifcontent and 

w retch ed n efs. T h e y  h a v e  m o reo ver, w ith  all 

th e  infolence an d  offenfivenefs o f  a M o o rifh  def- 

pot, added infult to  oppreflion, and heightened 

our calam ities b y  fcotis a i d  revilin gs. A n d  

w h y  ? B ecaufe  y o u  had dem anded that liberty

• w h ic h  is your birth-right, and that independence 

w h ic h  alone can fecure you happinefs. N o  ab- 

f lra tt  reafoning, m y C ountrym en, no declam a

tion, no arguments are here neceffary to prove
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to you the truth o f  thefe affertions. Faótsftand

alone, and fa d s  ftare you in the face, hiftory 

and tradition broadly  declare them to you ; to 

quote a few  inftances o f  Englifh co n d u d  w ill  be 

iufficient for the prefent. L o o k  then to  the 

P o lic y  and cunning o f  the Britifh  Cabinet ou 

ïr i lh  affairs fo far diftant as the period o f  the 

rebellion and revolution. W h a t  w as it? I ’ll  

tell y o u — the forfeitures to the crown, at that 

time were imm enfe, but the laws refpefling thefe 

forfeitures were never rigoroufly put in force ; 

the reafons are evident, fhould w e, faid the 

w ife  and liberal men o f  that day, confifcate the 

-whole o f  the property o f  thofe w h o  have tranf- 

grefíed the law s, the confequences w ill  be fatal 

to our o w n  caufe and intereft ; for w e w ou ld  

d rive  the unfortunate Irifh to defpair, and fo 

dilpirit and harrafs the C atholic, that emigrations 

to  an alarming degree, muft infallib ly  enfue, at 

the fame tim e, fo many proteftants w il l  enter 

into and fettle in the kingdom, as to deftroy 

that nice balance b e tw ix t  thofe tw o  diftindl and 

oppofite intereils, w h ich  w e  muft always preferve 

in order to keep Ireland fubordinate to and de

pendent on England. Such I fay, was the lan

guage aud p o licy  o f  the miniftry o f  that day, 

and fuch is the language and policy o f  the m i

niftry o f  the prefent, behold  their motto—

“  Divide et impera/'

Palling over fcveral unjuft law s made as to d if

ferent articles o f  trade, and cruel enormities com-
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m itted againft this nation, let us go  on to the reign 

o f  G e o .  l i t .— H e re  you  find an a«5l  o f  the Brit- 

iih  Parliam ent laying an em bargo on the exporta- 

tion o f  your p ro vifio n s to  the utter detrim ent an d  

deftrutfion o f  the Ir iih  F arm e r.— H e re  is an a f t  

to  p reven t the Iriih  m anufa&urer from  w o r k in g  

and manufacturing his ow n  w'ool, m erely  to  gra

tify  E n glilh  rapacity  at the exp en ce  o f  Ir i ih  hap- 

pinefs and Iriih  profperity. G o o d  H eaven s ! co u ld  

ih c ie  be any thing m o re  unjuft, m ore  cruel, m ore  

im p o litic  ; thus to le a v e  the w retch ed  w e a v e r  and 

fa mil j  to  bro o d  o v e r  their m elan choly  fate w ith 

out an y means o f  redrefs, and pine a w a y  from  

w a n t  and penury.— A n d  d r iv e  the h ardy farm er 

from  his peaceful cot, in queft o f  a foil free from  

tyranny and m o re  congenial to happinefs.— B u t 

let us leave  theie g lo o m y  fcenes.— L e t  us pais o v e r  

in filence the various oppreffive law s en afted  b y  

our filter country, fuch as an A &  entitled the bet

ter to  fecure the d ep e n d e n cy  o f  Ireland on E n g 

lan d .— Several law s as to com m erce  and m anufac

tures, favou rable  to the w elfare  o f  Britain, but 

ruinous to  Ireland, fuch as that m ade w ith  regard 

to  P ap er, G la is , and many others, during the pe

rio d  that e lapfed  from the reign o f  G e o r g e  the I. 

t i l l  the A m e ric a n  war. L e t  us com e on n o w  m y  

C ou n trym en , to the m oil m em orable  and glorious

Æ r a  in the Iriih  H iito ry -------B e h o ld  the year 83

e v e r  d ear to  Iriihm en— Y o u  w e r e  then d eclared  

a free and Independent N a tio n .— Y o u r  virtuous 

Parliam ent at that period-procured for you  L iber-

B

I



1

I O

ty and C om m erce.— But did the Britiih  Legifla- 

ture and the Britifh merchant grant you liberty and 

free-trade w ith  good heart and w ill? N o , no, no —  

T h e y  w e re  forced to give  them yo u — T h e y  gave 

them you with relu&ance— but they found it to  be 

their o w n  intereft to hold up a g o o d  correfpond- 

ence w ith  the Irifh— their ow n  fituation too was 

critica l; and the Volunteers o f  Ireland w ere in 

- arms, a let o f  men as unrivalled in fame, as they 

are renow ned for true Patriotifm  and public fpirit. 

W h e n  England deferted them, when the Britiih 

M iniiter ordered aw ay that arm y w h ich  Iriihm en 

paid for, and w hich, b y  compaót w as to remain 

for the defence o f  Iriihm en, and left the kingdom  

to  the m ercy o f  any foe form idable enough to 

feize  and deilroy it.— Infpired w ith  a. national 

pride, and provoked and difgufted at the ungene

rous and unworthy treatment o f  Britons, the peo

ple o f  this country b o ld ly  ilepped forw ard, and 

refolved to defend themfelves— Y e s , m y C ountry

men you did do fo— happy period for Iriihm en—  

T h e y  w ere then firil m ade fenfible o f  their o w n  

ftrength and importance, they found them felves 

able to refill the encroachments o f  any pow er fo

reign or dom eilic, and thus firm and united, and 

m ade fenfible o f  the dignity o f  M en, they a& ed 

like  M en, b y  alferting that liberty and independ

ence w h ich  they w ere confcious they had been fo 

unjuftly deprived of.— A n d  here w o u ld  I not be 

■juftified in faying that a w ild  political phrenzy has 

lei?ed both M iniftry and People o f  England in
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attem pting to fo rw a rd  fuch a m eafure, and in pur- 

fuing fuch a line o f  condudl w ith  regard to this 

country, as loft to  th em  for e v e r  the brighteft 

je w e l  in the E n g lifh  C ro w n , I  mean A m e ric a .—  

O n e  w o u ld  im agine that this glorious R evolution  

fh o u ld  operate p o w erfu lly  on the minds o f  all iuc- 

ceed iu g M inifters— fhould  ftand up as a leifon, 

a  warning to deter them  from  e v e r  m aking an at

tem pt to a i l  contrary to  the v o ic e  and w ifhes o f  

the m ajority  o f  any other k in gd om  ; or to  fuppofe 

that a nation re fo lved  to b e  free, can be enflaved 

b y  th e  bayon et. T h e  great W e ile r n  C on tinen t 

w a s  loft to E n glan d b y  fuch bale, im p olitic  con*- 

d u ct.— So m ay  Irelan d-------

B e  not to o  n arro w  fighted E nglifhm en, don ’t

* fuffer y o u rfe lvcs  to be im pofed on by any language 

h o w e v e r  fpccious, or b y  an y prom ifes h o w e v e r  

flattering.— T h in k  not that Iriihm en w i l l  e v e r  

fubm it to  a L egifla tive  U n io n ,— T h e  Irifh N ation  

lo v e  and revere their gracious So vereign  and Con- 

fiitution.— Y o u  h ave  had a m p le  demonftration o f  

our lo y a lty  and attachment at different periods.—  

In  a la te  unfortunate inltance, you h a v e  leen our 

z e a l,  ac tiv ity  and courage manifefted in defence 

Gf  — N o  other proofs are neceifary.— Ir iih 

m en h a v e  fought and conquered in defence o f  their 

K in g  and Conftitution, and w i l l  fight and con

quer agaiu in the fam e honourable caufe.— L et m ç 

perfuade you it w i l l  not finally be  the intereft, nor 

w ill it at a n y  time b e  becom ing the d ignity o i  the

B  2
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Englîfh  Nation even  to w ifh  to rob Ireland o f  her 

rights.— Y o u  may make the attempt, but I am 

confident you w ili be defeated, and w hat mull for 

e v e r  after be the ftate o f  the Irifh mind ? you 

fay yourfelves that w e  w ill  one and all be for ever 

after jealous o f  Fngliihm en ; or o f  any men w ho 

w ou ld  prefume to make I reland dependent, and 

Irifhm en flaves.— Y o u  little think that in endea

vouring to fubdue the fpirit o f  liberty  in this Coun

try, you are deftroying yourfelves, and that for 

e v e ry  act o f  v io lence you com m it againft Iriih- 

m en, you are but fiabbing the Englifh Conftitution 

iand planting daggers in the hearts o f  your ow n 

C ountrym en.— T h e  v e ry  id ea  o f  enforcing a le- 

g iila t ivc  U nion m ay be fatal to both countries.—  

Suffer then the connexion to remain on its prcfent 

fo o tin g .— W e  have fh ew n  ourfelvcs prompt and 

■willing to fupport you in the w ar, our Parliament 

has v e ry  liberally  granted you large fupplics o f  

m en  and m oney, the very  finew s o f  w ar .— W h y  

then Engliihm en take aw ay from us that Parlia

ment w h ich  has favoured you in all your w iihes, 

5ind fupported you in all your deiigns ? H o w  fhali 

-we term  fuch unkind treatment ? Ingratitude at 

leaft, vou vourfelvcs w ill  a llow  it to be, but I 

w i l l  tell you, it is fomething more than Ingrati

tude, I fay, it is treachery, it is robbery, it is ra

pacity, it is tyranny on your fide, towards a brave, 

frank, generous and free-fpirited people.



13
B e  not too precipitate M r. Pitt.-— Y o u  are a 

m an o f  a fo lid  ju dgm ent, experience, abilities 

and exten iive  inform ation.— Y o u  are blefifed w ith  

a great and co m p reh en five  gen ius.— T o  iuch a 

c h a ra & e r, it m ay appear prefumption in m e to 

addrefs m y fe l f  ; the o n ly  excu fe  I can m ake, is 

that w arm  and fincere attachm ent I feel towards 

m y  native  foil, w h ic h , neither hopes o f  rew ard  

n o r  fears o f  perfecution w i l l  influence me to fup- 

prefs.— I b efeech  yo u  then, M r. P itt , that yo u  

w i l l  not a llo w  even  the queftion o f  a L e g if la tive  

U n io n  to  be  difcuffed. It  is in your p o w er as 

P rim e  M in ifter to prevent it, and be not fo wTeak 

as to fuppofe that the Irifh  people w i l l  e v e r  fepa- 

rate your c h a ra û e r  from this m eafure.— Y o u  m ay 

feem  to d ifc la im  entering into its m erits ; you m ay 

not h av e  it firft propofed and d ebated  in the Eng- 

lifh honfe, y e t  b e liev e  m e this N ation  is not fo 

b lin d -fo ld ed , as not to  p erceive  that you  are the 

g re a t  and principal agent, that yo u  are the grand 

fpring b y  w h ich  all w i l l  be actuated :— Y o u  are 

M r . P itt , you  are truly a great m an, but human 

nature is not p erfeft ; on this fcore  therefore I 

co u ld  m ake m any a llo w an ces  for any a d  o f  yours, 

the confequences o f  w h ich  you had not forefeen, 

nor been  m ade p revio u ily  acquainted w ith :  in 

the prefent inftance you w ill  have no plea o f  ig 

norance on your behalf.— T h e p e o p ! e  o f  Ireland 

are g iv in g  you d aily  inftances of their abhorrence 

an d  deteftation o f  this m eafure; take care thçn 

h o w  you proceed, you m ay do an adt, w h ich  you
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cannot recal, and w h ich  may be deftru&ive o f  

the life o f  both kingdoms.— I tell you fuch a mea- 

lure may iliake the throne o f  your gracious mat

ter, k n o w  w e ll  then the fentiments o f  the Iriih 

before you proceed any farther.— T h in k  not you 

h a v e  the voice o f  this Nation b y  purchafing the 

v o ice  and intereft of our Borough-mongers.—  

!Never perfuade yourfelf fo far as to  imagine that 

you w ill  be able to purchafe Irifh independence, 

N o ,  you do  not, you cannot entertain fo mon- 

ftrous, fo  unnatural an idea.— Y o u  do then w ith  

m e  deprecate the evils  and horrors that muft fol

lo w  i f  you proceed farther. I profefs the moft 

profound refpe£t for our beloved  Sovereign ; his 

private virtues and philanthropy are the confiant 

them e o f  the Ifiih .— W e  can never confound the 

goodnefs o f  his heart and the integrity o f  his 

■wifhes w ith  the falfe ambition, vices and follies 

o f  his M iniitry. His M ajefty looks w ith  a graci

ous eye  towards this kkigdom , he would be blef- 

led in feeing it profperous and h ap p y : D o  not 

then M r, Pitt, do  not, I pray you, b y  bringing 

forw ard a meafure fo odious, and fo deftru&ive 

o f  the happinefs o f  Iriihmen, blaft that o f  your 

beneficent Sovereign— pay, at leaft, fome regard 

to  the charafler o f  the c h ie f  M agiilrate, though 

you  appear regardlefs o f  your own. Minifters 

before the piefent day, have been denominated 

Traitors to their K in g  and Country, for purfuing, 

or allowing to be purl'ued meafures, w hich, in 

their confequences might be ruinous to both ; they



h av e  been im peached , and h av e  forfeited their 

lives too, for fuch crim inal c o n d u d ;  prefum e not 

then  to b rin g  fo rw ard  a queftion w h ic h  m ay lead 

y o u  to the b lock , and in its confeqences m ay 

ih ake the em pire, b y  in v o lv in g  the right hand 

and arm  o f  E n glan d in all the horrors o f  c iv il  

w a r , anarchy and confufion, and eventually  tear 

it from the B ritifh  d iadem , the e x p e r im e n t . is 

rather too tick lifh . T ru ft  m e the Irifh  N atio n  

w i l l  n e v e r  fufler a L e g ii la t iv e  U n io n  w ith  E n g

land, or in plainer language, the people o f  Ire

land w il l  n ever proftrate them felves at the feet 

o f  a  B ritifh  M in iftry . Irifhm en k n o w  too w e l l  

th e  v a lu e  o f  that in d ep en den cy, and that free

d o m  o f  trade o b ta in ed  in 82, e v e r  to part 

w ith  it e x c e p t  w ith  their lives. I  tell you  Iriíli^ 

m en n ever w i l l  be ilaves, and Haves they w ill  

be in cafe o f  an U nion. O h  ! m y  C ou n trym en, 

h o w  m iferable is the condition o f  that p eop le , 

and wThat a baie and contem ptible figure d o  th e y  

appear in to fur rounding N atio n s, w h en  they h ave  

not fenfe to feel, nor fpirit to relent all and e v e ry  

infringement m ade on their rights and p riv ile g es; 

but this Stigm a, m y C ountrym en, is not applica

b le  to yo u , — N o , Y o u  have a keen ienfe o f  youu 

duty  and intereft, and I ’ ll venture to fay, you pof- 

fefs as noble and independent a fpirit as was ever 

infufed into the Patriots o f  G re e c e  or R o m e w hen 

panting after L ib e rty .  *
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L et us confider this queftion a little farther : 

once yoar Pari iament is given up, can you fay 

to  yourfelves that you are reprefented in an 

E ngliih  one ? N o . Can you govern or direft 

any meai’ure favourable to your native foil ? 

N o . Can you im prove your agriculture, encou

rage arts, manufactures and fciences ? N o , you 

fay. W i l l  your petitions be heard, or your 

grievances redreffed, b y  au Engliih  Legiflature ? 

N o , England by her conduft, has given you 

dem onftrative evidence o f  all this. W h a t  then 

is our fituation ? reduced to the ftate o f  an a b 

je ct  province, robbed o f  our Reprefentatives ; 

w e  are taxed  beyond our means, w e  are plun

dered and oppreffed, w e  appear but as a cypher, 

a blot in the map o f  Europe, and our petty 

tranfaftions as a province, fcarcely confidered 

as w orthy o f  a margin in  the page o f  E n gliih  

' hiftory : G o o d  G o d  ! m y countrymen, w h at a 

fituation ! But you  w ill  nçrt bear it, no, for on 

the bare recital, I fee indignation and difdain 

painted in. your countenances, I  behold  your 

fouls ennobled with the greateft and nobleft o f  

defigns— the liberty o f  your country— and with 

heart and hand finewed and w ell ftrung, I  b e

hold  you ready and anxious to oppofe every 

bafe and unconftitmional attempt that m ay be 

m ade on your freedom and independency ; fear 

not then, m y countrymen, but preferve this de

termination, and your rights are fecured to you, 

i f  you  fw erve from it, you are loft.



O n e  o f  the many queftions, w h ic h  naturally 

ofler them felves to the im agination, is w hether 

or not the reprefentativcs o f  our nâtionj Hâve 

any p o w e r  or authority  w h a te v e r, to  m ake a w a y  

w i t h  the C on flitu tion , and w ith  the Conftitu

tion, the rights o f  their Conftituents. ’T is  

iurely a m atter lit for en qu iry . I  d o  in the 

firft p lace d en y  that any iuch p o w e r  or autho

rity  is placed in the Parliam ent ; and d o  d e 

c lare , that in cafe  they d o  com m it fo enorm ous 

a crim e, they are refponfible  to the p e o p le ;  and 

the people are in no w ife  b o u n d  b y  iuch a’£i or 

d eed  o f  theirs.

I t  is a llo w ed  b y  e v e ry  friend o f  human nature 

and fociety , that in e v e r y  nation w h e re  there 

is any fhadow^ o f  liberty , there does ex ilt  a mu

tual c o m p a il  tacit or exp refs, b e tw ix t  the go 

vern ors and g o v e rn e d , and that i f  the go vern o rs  

w ill  not perform  their duty and offices, the g o 

vern ed  are releafed from  theirs. A n d  as the 

p eop le  are the fource and origin  o f  a ll c iv i l  

p o w e r  and authority, that p o w e r  and authority 

returns .to them  again, on  luch non-fulfilment 

o f  the duties o f  their go vern o rs.

M o re o v e r ,  w h e n  the L e g ii la t iv e  p o w e rs  a ft  

con trary  to the trnft repofed in th em , there ftill 

remains inherent in the people, a luprem e, n a

tural and original right, to rem o ve  or alter the 

L e g if la t iv e , when, th ey m ay  place their autho

rity in the hands o f  thofe in w h om  th ev i w v ç
C



confidence, and w h o  w ill  fulfil their duty as 

governors. T h e  K in g  Lords and Com nions o f  

Ireland conftitute its government, and “  the 

“  power o f  the K in g , Lords and Com m ons o f  

“  Ireland is not an arbitrary pow er, they 

“  are the truftees not the ow ners o f  the 

“  ftate, the fee-fimple is in Us,  they cannot 

“  alienate, they cannot w afie . W h e n  w e  lay 

“  that the Legiflature is fupreme, we mean, 

“  that is the higheft, in comparifon w ith  the 

“  other fubordinate P o w ers  eftabliihed b y  the 

“  law s. In this fenfe, the w ord  fupreme is re- 

“  lative  not abfolue. T h e  p ow er o f  the Le- 

>c giflature is limited, not only  b y  the general 

“  rules o f  natural juftice and the welfare o f  

t( the com m unity, but b y  the forms and prin- 

“  ciples o f  our particular conftitution. I f  this 

‘ c dodlrine be not true, w'e muft adm it, that 

“  K in g , Lords and Com m ons h av e  no rule to 

“  diredt their refolutions, but m erely their own 

“  will and pleafure. T h e y  m ight unite the 

“  lez if lathve anc  ̂ execu tive  pow er in the fame 
“  hands, and diffolve the conftitutiou b y  an act 

“  o f  Parliament.”

T h is  doélrine, m y countrymen, requires’ no 

com m ent ; you need but apply it to yourfclves, 

i f  it appear, in your eyes falfe or abfurd con

demn it ; i f  on the contrary, it appear to you 

iull and equitable ; fhew  to the world that you 

think fo b y  afting up to it’s precepts.— Y o u r

i8



Reprefentatives, I hope, w ill  be  m indful o f  their 

duty. I truft in G o d  that at the prefent m o

mentous period th ey w ill  preferve  the d ign ity  

an d  ch arafler  o f  men, that th ey w i l l  fh e w  them- 

fe lv e s  fuperior to the corruption, bribery and 

m achinations o f  the M inifter, and infpired w ith  

N atio n a l L ib e rty  and national pride, th ey  w ill  

m ake I ie la n d  rife a b o v e  the ftandard o f  her 

form er felf. Y e  Senators o f  Ireland ! your cou n 

try looks up to yo u  w ith  jo y  and gladnefs in 

her countenance— fhe b eh o ld s  in you the b ra v e  

defenders and aliertors o f  her rights, p riv ileg es  

and interefts. She beh olds you in your lenate, 

on fo folem n an occafion, w ith  afpefts ca lm , 

fteady and ferene, and finding you  arm ed w ith  

truth an d  v irtu e  on one hand, and patriotifm  

on the other, fhe cries out in the em phatic  w o r d s  

o f  “ Hibernia’s Sons come o ff  vifiorious.” — Y e s, and 

O !  n ever le t  it b e  faid that you  w o u ld  be  c a 

pable o f  betrayin g that truft your C o u n try  has 

repofed  in you. T h e  R eprefentatives o f  Ireland, 

m y  countrym en, w i l l  not defert yo u  in the time 

o f  need, th ey  w i l l  not forfeit your faith and 

frien dihip . T h e y  know  they cannot, they there

fore, never w ill  attem pt to delegate  that right 

to others, w h ich  they poffefs not them felves. 

B u t  you you rfe lves, m y countrym en, as a great 

b o d y , m ud not rem ain either filent or indolent, 

n ever w as there a period in the Iriill H iftory m ore 

aw ful and critical than the prefent ; you  are n ow  

to determ ine b y  your conduct w h eth er you are

l9
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hereafter to be Slaves ol* Freemen, whether 

or not you w ill  bafely ftoop to be governed 

b y  Engliih  L a w s  and Englifh M en, or Hand*up 

nobly  and affert that independence and right o f  

Legiflature, w h ich  the brave Volunteers have 

tranfmitted to you, w hich you n ow  poffefs, and 

w h ich  is your birth-right. B e  fteady then, m y 

countrymen, be firm, united and determined.—  

C all upon the Sheriffs o f  your different Counties 

and Cities, con ven e your meetings, enter into 

refolutions, and fhew  to your Reprefentatives 

and to the K in g d o m , w hat your fenfe is o f  this 

Unnatural meafure, fh ew  thus your abhorrence 

and deteflation o f  i t :  you have no time to  lofe; 

delay is defeat :— filence is your death. De- 

monftrate then to your C ountry and to Europe, 

b y  an honorable and fpirited conduól, that, you 

are w orthy o f  the bleffings o f  liberty, and fit 

to be ranked amongft Patriots and heroes. T h e  

m etropolis o f  the kingdom  has pointed out 

t o  you the path— the bar and the corporations 

o f  this c ity  have expreffcd themfelves w ith  loy

alty, boldnefs and firmnefs. I doubt not but you 

w il l  do  fo likew ife, for that ardour and patriotifm 

w h ich  they h ave diffufed through the C ity , is 

beginning to fh e w  itfe lf  in e v e ry  corner o f  the 

kingdom. L et divifions and difcord no longer 

remain am ong you, unanimity, m y countrymen, 

can alone fave you. T h is  is a caufe in w hich 

e very  rank, every fe&, every  defcription o f  

Iiiihm en is intcrefted. O u r lives, * properties,



21
w elfare  and happinefs are all em b arked  into it—  

L e t  us then, one and all w ith  heart and hand, 

ftep b o ld ly  fo rw ard  in defence o f  our happy C o n 

ftitution.— L e t  us ra lly  round the Standard o f  

In depen den ce, and w ith  concordant v o ic e ,  cry  

out Eng/i/h Connexion but Irijh Independence.—

B e  jealous o f  y o u r Conftitution, be watchful, 

put you rfe lves on y o u r guard againft thofe baits 

E n glan d  m ay  h old  out to  you as the price o f  Irifh  

In d ep en d en cy , be cautious, m y  Countrym en; be 

v ig ila n t o f  your interefts : take care h o w  you  truft 

the profeflions o f  a M in iftry  full o f  deceit and fi- 

neife. B e fo r e  enquiring into thole great and pre

tended advantages w h ic h  are rum oured abroad  

b u t to delude and entrap us, I w ill  in the firft 

p lace, p o fit ive ly  declare  it as m y  opinion, and fo 

I truft w ill  e v e ry  honeft Iriihm an ; that it is not 

in the p o w e r  o f  the B ritifh  C ab in et, nor the Brit- 

ifh  N ation  w ith  all its w e a lth , com m erce  and 

confequence, nor in the p o w e r  o f  any nation un

der the Sun, to grant to  Ireland  and to  Irifhm en 

any. equivalen t w h atfo ever for the fur render o f  

their In d epen den cy. W h a t  w ill  the confequence 

o f  fuch furrender be  ? Vis e v id e n t— once you  g ive  

up your right o f  L egiilatu re, you  g iv e  up along 

w ith  it, your c iv il ,  p o litica l and religious liberty , 

and loftng fuch lib erty , it neceifarily fo llow s, that 

both your lives and properties are infecure, and 

dependent on the arbitrary w i l l  and caprice o f  

Engliihm en. M a y  G o d  in his kind m ercy  to

wards us, avert iucii ruin from  this land.
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' But let us enquire a little into thofe mighty ad

vantages w h ich  are induftrioufly circulated w e 

•will enjoy in cafe o f  an incorporated Union, 

W h a t  are they? Some fay a M int is to be efta- 

' blifhed in Ireland— A  Board o f  T ra d e — D ocks 

for building M en o f  W a r .— N o w  granting all this, 

muil advantages thence refult to Ireland ? for my 

part* I am inclined to think the very  contrary : 

T h e  experim ent h ow ever is to be made. L et us 

go  on a little farther, and a llo w  for fake o f  ar

gument, that England w ill grant us e v e ry  right 

and privilege w ith  regard to com m erce, that fhe 

herfelf enjoys, fubjeót to the fame regulations 

and reftriftions ; does it not ftrike the fenfes o f  

e v e ry  man, that England from  her fuperior wealth, 

and having arrived at greater perfe&ion in ma

nufactures than w h at w e  have, w ill  alw ays be 

enabled to underfel us in every  market in E u 

rop e? Suppofmg even the Engliih. w ill  a llo w  us 

a free trade to the Eaft Indies (w h ich  w ill not 

b e)  and that certain advantages might accrue to 

lis fro m  certain articles o f  U n ion . W h a t  let me 

aik , w o u ld  fuch paltry advantages avail wThen 

put in competition w ith  the bleffings o f  freedom? 

O r  can you, m y Countrymen, imagine for an in- 

ftant, arc you fo blind as not to perceive that the 

Englifh N ation  w^ould never adhere to any one 

Article o f  U nion, farther than it regarded their 

own intereft and perfonal aggrandizement ? Turn 

your eyes to Scotland, take warning by the mi- 

ferable effeSs an U nion had on that Country.—

;



M a n y  o f  us h av e  feen, and w c  h a v e  all heard  oi 

the ruinous confequences o f  the Scottifh  U n io n —  

In that particular inftance as w e ll  as the prefect 

the grand princip le  w h ich  aóluated the Engliih , 

w as  felf-intereft, jea lo u fy , and am bition. V i  ere 

the rights and interefts o f  Scotland regarded d ar

ing the negotiation b e tw ix t  their fe rv ile  and aban

don ed  Parliam ent and that o f  E n glan d  ? N o —  

D id  that U nion meet w ith  the approbation and 

co m m e rce  o f  the Scots ? N o ,  the people op- 

pofed the meafure ; their representatives being 

bou gh t, b a fe ly  betrayed  the rights o i their coniti- 

tuents and fold their own native fo il.— N o w  ’tis 

fa ir  to  a ik ,  d id  the Parliam ent o f  G reat Britain 

h old  its faith in vio late  w ith  the Scots on the A r t i 

cles o f  U n io n  ? N o ,  they did not, they broke 

through them accord in g as it ferved  England’s 

intereft, or gratified their o w n  w h im  ; lo o k  to 

the M alt  T a x  w ith  m any other inftances o f  breach 

o f  c o m p a ft— A n d  thus I  fay, lr i ih m e n , w i l l  they 

a 61 b y  you , i f  e v e r  y o u  furrender up your Parlia

m en t !— B e lie v e  m e, A rt ic le s  o f  U n io n  and lr e a -  

ties a v a il  but little w h en  there is no fuperior 

p o w e r  to enforce the obfervance o f  th em — Y o u  

cannot truft yourfelves to the protection-of Britain 

alone. ’T is  not cuftom ary w ith  her to  grant you 

v e r y  many and v e r y  k ind  indulgences— N o , no. 

A n d  w h en  ih e  found it an fw er her o w n  conveni

en ce  and fafety, ihe left you unfafe, unarm ed and 

unprotected— L o o k  to your iituation during the 

A m e rican  W a r .
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I f  ever fo calamitous an event ihould happen 

to Irifhmen, as that o f  an incorporated U nion 

w ith  England, let it be demanded w hat Patriot 

then w ould rife in the B ritiih  Houfe o f  Commons, 

the w arm  advocate o f  Irifh profperity and Irifn 

Happinefs? or even granting for an inftant, (w h ich  

b y  the bye, is granting too much) that e very  in

d iv id u al M em ber returned for Ireland, was 

zealous to efpoufe the intereft and caufe o f  their 

Country againfí Engliih  Pride and Eng!iih  A v a 

rice, w hat, I fay, could their feeble voices avail 

w h en  oppoied to that corrupt and venal Phalanx, 

an E n gliih  M inifler has alw ays at his command ? 

Y o u  w il l  not then, m y Countrym en, fuffer this 

Union, for in doing fo, you fee that you are inevi

tably undone : A l l  your future hopes o f  happinefs 

for yourfelves and children are irrevocably  gone—  

and the pleafing profpeft n ow  prefented to you, 

o f  peace, p lenty, com m erce and wealth, is co m 

pletely blailed. A n d  w h at light would you ap

pear in to furrounding N ations? reduced to the 

condition o f  dependence, you lofe your dignity 

and refpeft as a K ingdom , and robbed o f  the 

means o f  recovering your loft privileges, you 

w o u ld  appear in the lo w  and contem ptible cha- 

ra£!er o f  a cringing hum ble fervant to a hanghty 

and domineering Mafter.

Your Parliament is the watchful guardian o f  

your rights and liberties A l l  the benefits you 

now  enjoy, and all the advantages you have ac



qu ired  in  your c iv il  p o l ic y  and com m erce  have 

been  through its virtuous exertion s.— Y o u  iu rely  

then cannot think o f  g iv in g  a w a y  or o f  a llo w in g  

that powTer to b e  taken from you, w h ich  is your 

o n ly  refource in times o f  d ifficu lty  and danger :—  

E n ter into no treaty o f  U nion w ith  E n glifh m en —  

T h e y  m ay hold  out to you  v e r y  fair and flattering 

prom iles, but truft th e m  not.— O n c e  they in d u c e ' 

yo u  to a furrender o f  your Parliam ent, you  re

main unguarded and unprotected. Y o u r.litu atio n  

then is fim ilar to that o f  the fheep in the fable, 

w h e n  th ey  w e r e  prevailed  on to  dilm ifs their faith

ful guardian the d o g ,  e x c e p t  w ith  this difference, 

that as the fheep w e r e  o v e rp o w e re d  and d eftroyed  

b y  th e  w o lf, yo u  w o u ld  be hunted d o w n  and d e

vo u red  b y  the lion.

L e t  us n o w  briefly  enquire into thofe m otives 

w'hich feem m o il probable, to a ilu ate  the M inif- * 

ter to brin g  fo rw ard  fuch a m eafure, and what in

ducem ents he muft h o ld  o a t  to the E n g liih  m er

chants to m ake them  accede to it— for to pretend 

to  fav, he w iih es the w elfare o f  Ireland is abfurd,J '
h e  has uniform ly in conjunftion w ith  the E n g liih  

m erchant oppofed  it ; and ’ tis v e ry  w e ll  know n 

w h a t  w e ig h t  and influence, the com m ercial part 

o f  that N ation  has o v e r  the Prim e M inifter. T h e  

B r it i ih  m iniftry, m y  C ountrym en, h ave  not yet 

forgotten, nor forgiven  the high tone and inde

pendent ipirit manifefted b y  the Iriih  V olunteers 

and the Iriih  Parliam ent o f  8z. T h e y  declared

D
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your independence, and your T ra d e  free with in

finite reluctance :— and have endeavoured ever 

fince to undermine the one, and deftroy the good 

efièCts ot the other— but th e  fpirit and great natuT 

ral: advantages o f  our Country have baffled all 

their infamous attempts: T h e  M inifter o f  the day 

perceiving the rifing generation glow in g with true 

Patriotifm and national dignity, and finding it 

daily  more difficult to influence and corrupt the 

Irifh Legiflature; and ftill regretting that fuperiori- 

ty over Irifhmen, England was obliged to renounce 

in 82— w h y  he wifhes b y  bringing forw ard an 

U nion to cut the bufinefs fhort, and b y  thus tak

ing our Conftitution aw ay from  us a lto geth er, he 

know s he m ay tax, rob, and infult us w ith  im pu

nity .— N o w , w hat fay the Engliih  merchants, 

w h at are their thoughts on the fubjeCt ? T h e y  ob- 

ierve  that fince the freedom  o f  your T ra d e  w as 

declared, w e  h ave  increafed in commerce, wrealth 

and confequence. T h e y  fee w7ith a jealous eye, 

our Manufactures beginning to flourifh ; and now 

find ve ry  contrary to their intereft, and ve ry  much 

againft their wifhes, that the people  o f  Ireland 

are not that lazy , filthy, ignorant and barbarous 

race o f  M en, w h ich  they have often reprefented 

us to be— N o — their voice  begins to change— they 

behold  the Irifh peafant frugal, laborious and in- 

duftrious— they fee the Manufacturer poflefs ge 

nius, quicknefs and application— yes, I fay, great 

application w here there is any incentive held out 

to Induftry. T h e y  fee you making rapid progrefs



in e v e ry  branch o f  M anufacture, that yo u  outdo

them  in fom e, and are beginning to r iv a l  them in

others— T h e y  p erceive  all thjs, and then fay, let

us jo in  w ith  the M in ifter in ruining the C o m m erce

o f  Ireland ’tw ill  be  our advantage, the Ir iih

w il l  no longer be a b le  to encourage or purfue their

M anufactures from the im m enfe T a x e s  that w ill

be  fixed upon them ; and from  their N o b il i ty  and

G en try  leav in g  the K in g d o m , great quantities o f

w ealth  w ill  le a v e  them  and circu late  am on gft 
us.. 6

W e r e  w e to  fuppofe this q u eilion  g iven  up' to 

the deliberation and final deeifion o f  a num ber o f  

hone ft, rational, intelligent and liberal M e n  in 

no w ile  interefted in the e v e n t— M e n  neither in- 

fluenced b£ prejudice nor carried a w a y  b y  paffion, 

and w h at w'ould be their m ode o f  reafon in g?

w h at w ould  be their d ecifion  ?-------A s  M en, as

friends to the caufe o f  hum anity and liberty , I  

fay, that after h a v in g  w e ll  and fu lly  confidered 

the nature o f  this meafure, its o b je it  and confe- 

quences— after an am ple ftatem cnt o f  fafts  on the 

treatment o f  Engliihm en tow ards Ir iih  for this 

laft paft C en tu ry, and after having previoufly laid 

> down certain m axim s ; fuch as that liberty  is the 

hirth-right o f  M an — a ligh t inherent in his Nature, 

and given him  b y  G o d — that all c iv il  G o v e r n 

ment has its origin in the P eo p le— that G overn ors  

cannot d elegate  a right to others they poffefs not 

themfelves, and that when th ey do not fulfil their
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duty they are refponfible to the People alone; after 

I fay, laying d ow n  fuch felf-evident Propofttions 

and a fe w  others, w h ich  all M en are now fully 

acquainted with ; they w ould  d eliver  themfelves

in the fo llow in g terms :—

ift. T h a t  inafmuch as it appeareth from ' 

hiftory and tradition, that it has e v e r  been the 

policy  an d  cunning o f  the B ritiih  Legiflatuie to 

e x c ite  religious animofities and cruel hate iu 

his gracious M ajefty’s kingdom  o f  Ireland.

2d. T h a t  inafmuch as, fuch v ile  and 

w ick e d  policy  and cunning has had its defned 

effects, in caufmg manifold cruelties and unchriiti* 

an-tike perfecutions in his faid M ajeftys  king

d om  o f  Ireland.

3d. T h a t  inafmuch as, it has ever been 

the confiant, uniform and undeviating practice 

o f  the Engliih  M in iftry ,to  plunder and opprefs his 

gracious M ajefty ’s fubjects 01 Iieiai.d.

4th. T h at inafmuch as, fuch bafe and un

w orthy practices have ever met w ith  the indig

nation- and reprobation o f  his faid M ajeily s loy

al fubjects o f  Ireland.

5th. T h a t  inafmuch as it has ever bee.i 

the cuftom o f  the Britiih Legiilature, and the 

w ifh  o f  the Engliih M erchant, to ihackle the com 

merce o f  Ireland, to injure the manufaâüres,
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and dam p the fpirit o f  his m ajefty’s lo ya l, iilduf- 

trious and h ardy Irifh  M anufacturer.

6th. A nd that inafmuch as, fuch fetters 

put on their co m m erce, fuch injury done to their 

M anufactures, and fuch difcouragem ents, p laced  

in the w a y  o f  trade, h av e  caufed  m uch difaf- 

fe & io n  and m uch difunion, in his gracious M a 

je fty ’s loyal fu b je fls  o f  Ireland.

7th. A n d  that inafm uch as, through and b y  

the kind hand o f  P ro v id en ce , through our gra

cious M a je fty ’s fon d  and tender w iih es, and 

through our patriotic  and virtuous Parliam ent 

o f  82, m an y and moft im portant concertions 

tvere m ade to  his M a je fty ’s faithful fubjedts o f  

Ireland.

8th. A n d  that inafm uch 'as fuch concerti

ons h ave  added m uch to  the d ig n ity ,  the h o 

nour, and the profperity  o f  his faid M a je fty ’s 

loyal fubje& s o f  Ireland.

9th. A n d  inafmuch as it is e v id e n t to  the 

w h o le  nation, and to all Europe that the w e l

fare and happinefs o f  Ireland, depend on its 

prefervin g its o w u  independency, and that it 

muft in fallib ly  return to its form er w retch ed- 

nefs and degradation in cafe o f  a L egifla tive  

U n io n  w ith  England.



lo th . A n d  inafmuch as, a lëgiflative Union 

w ith  England, w ill be d eftru d ive  o f  the liber

ty  and com forts o f  his M aje ily ’s loyal fubje&s 

o f  Ireland.

3 ith . A n d  inafmuch as, a nation without h a v 

ing the p o w er o f  making its ow n L aw s, and 

lev y in g  its ow n  taxes, is in a ftate o f  Slavery.

1 2th. A n d  inafmuch as, a ftate o |  S lavery , 

is the moft abjeél condition o f  human nature.

13th. And inafmuch as, his M ajcfty ’s loy

al Subjects o f  Ireland, w ill  be in the fame ab- 

j e f t  condition o f  S lavery  provided this faid Le- 

giflative U nion, fhould be carried into effedt,

14th. A n d  inafmuch as, his faid M aje ily ’s 

brave Subjects o f  Ireland never w ill  accept o f  
any offers from an y nation under the Sun, in 

barter for their national rights and juft p riv i

leges ; and as it is not in the p o w er o f  England 

to  give  them any real or folid advantages ; but 

on the contrary, w ill put upon their fhoulders 

m any very  h eavy  and grievous burthens and 

ta x es ;  w ill  faddle upon their backs, a part o f  

her own enormous National Debt, and w ithal 

caufc an imrnenfe drain o f  wealth b y A b fe n te e s '  

from his faid M ajefly ’s K in gdom  o f  Ireland.

15th. A n d  whereas, it appeareth to us and 

to the whole Nation, that fuch ruinous confe-
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queoces w ill  in evitab ly  happen to ail his M a-

je fty ’s loyal S u b j e c t  o f  Ire lan d  i f  an U n ion  
take p la c e .

16th, A n d  fince it appears from  hiftorv 

an d  tradition, that fuch co'nduét as h ereabove 

m entioned, has been in v a ria b ly  purfupd on the 

part o f  the E ngliih  L egiiU tu re , and . the Eugliih. 
M erchant tow ards Ireland.

W e  d o  h e re b y  declare  in th e  prefence o f  G o d  

and all m ankind, that w e  d o  v e r i ly  and truly be

lie v e , fuch U n io n  w ill  be pregnant w ith  many 

and v e ry  various aod  com plicated  E v ils  and mis
fortunes to Ireland.

• A n d ,  w e  likew ife  d o  declare, it to be our real 

opinion, that i f  fuch meafure ih o u ld  be carried  

contrary to  the w iih es and inclinations o f  his 

faid M a je fly ’s loyal Subjects o f  Ireland, the con , 

k q u e n c e s  w ill  be, c iv il  w ar, anarchy and con- 

fufion amongft his faid M a je fly ’s loyal S u b je d s  o f  

Ireland, and finally a fchifm  b e tw ix t  the tw o

Signed,
I R I E N D S  to H um anity, 

P eace  an d  Freedom .

B efore  I  quit this fubjeft, m y  Countrym en, 

perm it me once m ore to warn you againit the

baits w h ic h  England m ay hold  out to  y o u .__L e t

no,pretences h o w e v e r  plaufible— let no arguments
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h o w e v e r  fpecious, induce you  to  facnfice your 
Country and y o u r f e l v e s . - Y o u  w ill never accept 

like the ignorant A frican, o f  baw bles in barter 

for your deareft and m od precious mterefts ; let 

me conjure you  then in the facred name o f  your 

G o d  and your Country to be unanimous and un- 

remitting in your oppofnion to this deteilab e pio- 

; ea  - T h e  Scottiih  Parliament bafely fold the 

liberty and independence o f  their Country : - t h e  

Scots have fmarted for it ; - t h e  Scots yet irnart 

for it. Be watchful then, m y Countrymen, 5 ou 

are on the ve ry  brink o f  r u i n - y o u  and your pof- 

terity a r e  about to be fw a llo w e d u p  m perpetual 

oblivion ; a ileady, determined and refolute con

duct can alone fa v e  you. Call your meetings. 

I n f t r u a  your R e p re fe n ta t iv e s ,  and deliver your
fentiments in manly and firm language: °u iw i■ ,

you  m ail be heard - . - t h e  vo .ee  o f  G o d  and N a-
tore calls aloud on you  to  exert yourfelves at th,s

aw ful Crifis. A n d , b y  oppofmg fo infamous 

a„d  mouftrous a meafure b y  every  means w h .eh  
C o d  and N ature have put into your hands ; you 

a a  confonant to  the L a w s  o f  G o d , o f  Nature and

o f  Reafon.

F I N I S .
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