s s B rodae BTy » W g W4
LT ] 8 4 G o f
) L o o Yl et £’ - .
4 ek 7, 24 e g0 PR A B ee 3
o, LN ' ViisE; 2 oL,
e

R h‘_.ﬁ'*,w_- 3 R g T
¢ : ST | TEFPF

et 1a - A EYLRTERIL o
oy RN e
= vl ‘,f i ¢

e  PRESENT AN
. STATE OF IRELAND,

AND

\

AR ‘THE ONLY MEANS oﬁ PRESERVING, HER
.t TO
b - THE EMPIRE,
" CONSIDERED.
IN A

)

zettéf 10 the | ,‘Marguis Cor’nwallis;

- By JAMES GERAGHTY, Esq.
~ BARRISTER AT LAW.

{ ey g . A .
AN Concordia res parvz crefcunt,
£
o~ - ‘ R
‘., y 5 )‘ " ‘
B

LONDON ;

- BRINTED FOR J. STOCKDALE, PICCAD ILLY.

By T

-

2




Pty

Ja g il Bty Ll

<+ g

& AL
4 £A, i3

e el
AT L,

e
‘$. o
1 -




g o
P
&

PRESENT STATE,
&e.

My Lorp,

P ULCHRUM ¢f bene facere reipublicee, etiam beng
dicere haud abfurdum e}, is the obfervation of the
eloquent hiftorian, who has tranfmitted to us the de-
rails of that flagitious confpiracy which once mena-
ced the Roman name, and which the vigilance and
patriotifm of the chief magiftrate dete@ed and de-
feated.

Your Excellency may perceive with what appli-
cation the opinion and authority of the illuftrious
Roman can be urged in this addrefs. The arduous
fituation in ‘which you have been placed by your
appointment to the government of Ireland, may
bear fome likenefs to that of the diftinguifhed con-
ful, whom the Roman writer has recorded as the
father of his country. In an hour of extraordinary
danger and confternation, armed like him with fu-
preme authority, ne quid detrimenti refpublica capiat,
you have effected the public fafety ; but withour vi-
olation of the law, or departure from the duties of
humanity. In this your Excellency, without vanity,
might claim, and Truth herfelf muft recognife your

B {uperiority
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fuperiority to the Roman magiftrate. The late con-
fpiracy in Ireland, for extent, fyftem, and prepara-
tion, has no paralle] in the confederacy of Catiline.
They may refemble in boldnefs of defign, and flagi-
tioufnefs of means ; but their difference is incalcula-
ble, when we compare the two zras which are ftain-
ed with their enormities, and contraft the darknefs of
paganifm with the light of chriftianity. The face of
human fociety is confiderably varied fince the days
of Cicero; the arts of life have been fince perfected ;
navigation and commerce have conne@led and civi-
lized the nations of the earth; a complete inter-
change of wifdom has every where educated the
minds, and foftened the manners of men; the prin-
ciples of government are brought to a juft theory ;
whofe great end is the happinefs of the people ; and
a wife and extended policy bas arifen in Europe,
whofe end is the fecurity and independence of fepa-
rate ftates, by an equalization of power, which,
like the preflure on the parts of a fluid when equal
and general, fuftains the whole in tranquillity.

The fyftem of morals introduced by chriftianity,
and interwoven in the frame of civilized ftates, has
diffufed the pureft and moft exalted notions of mo-
rality. Confidering thefe, and the many important
difcoveries, and improvements of modern times, the
late tranfactions in Ireland fill us with aftonithment,
and lead the philofophic obferver to deep and ferious
reflection, . From your condu®, my Lord, at all
times in the fervice of your fovereign, and the zeal
and promptitude with which you obeyed his late com-
mands in affuming the government of a confiderable
part of his dominions, in a feafon the moft difficule
and trying, when the powers of ordinary men are
found inadequate to the great emergencies which
arife ; and when your Lordfhip’s refufal would have
ftood juRtified by your long and important fervices,
and the claims of that period of life, to which you
have happily arrived: from thefe, my Lord, and
the expericnce of fuperior wifdom in your govern-

| ment,
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ment, the Public are induced to hope, that, under
your Lordfhip’s aufpices, the victory which hgs been
acquired, may be fecured ; that the enemy not
recover from his defeat; and that the King’s faichful
fubjeéts in Ireland may not feel a return of calimlty
Humbly to fuggeft to your Excellency the meafure
effential to produce this good, to trace the real’object
of the rebelhon, and alcertain the real motives of its
leaders, is the defign of this addrefs. g
From the rclatlon of the two countries, and the
incorporation of their commercial and political inte-
refts, the tranfactions of one cannot be 1ndlﬁcrcnt
to the other; nor can the head of the empige view,
without the deepeft concern, the diflentions which
continually agitate, and the mifchiefs which occafi-
onally defolate a country, which, under an enligh-
tened policy, were capable of the higheft profpenty
The firft and great duty of government which is
truly parental, is, [o to form ahd difcipline the pub-
lic mind by regulation and m{httmon, that it {hall net
have opportunity to err; or temptation to be vicious ;
to exclude the occafion of crimes, rather than pu-
nith their commiflion; that the {ubordination of the
ftare may procecd more from virtue than ncceffity.
Every principle of duty which aftuates a govern-
ment, mnculcates this partlcular obhgatlon, which,
as 1t may apply to Ireland, exclufive of its moral
claim, is irrefiftibly enjoined by the politics of Eng-
land ; thofe politics which have united her at home,
and made her formidable abroad. To rivet the parts
of the empire in unity of will and law; to confoli-
date their ftrength and interefts; to multiply the
energy, and augment the refources of Great Britain,
muft be the with of every Englithman; and can
Ireland hefitate to thare her freedom and her glory,
her talents and Jer indufiry, her wealth and tran-
quillity 7 In England, the prejudices of the tew muit
give way to the policy of the whole; and, in Ireland,
. thefad experience of misfortune mut counteralt the
fuggettions of pride ; and inducing the people there
B 2 to
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to contemplate with ferioufnefs the condition of their
country, muft infpire them to embrace with eager-
nefs, and tolerate with equanimity, fuch conftituti-
onal changes as reafon may demonttrate to be indif- .
penfible for continuing to them the bleflings of tran-
quillity.

That your Excellency is well difpofed to promote
this great meafure, is not a matter of doubt. ~The
public eftimate of your charaéter is not more flatter—
ing than juft. A few whom faction depraves, or bigotry
deludes, may deny you the praife which is due, and
Joad you with invetive; but the great majority of
the people are fatisfied of the reftitude of your in-
tentions,.and the wifdom of your meafures. The
prefent occafion is not above your talents; you
have been long habituated to the duties and difficul-
ties of government, and will not, I am perfuaded,
reje& without confideration, or from want of confi- ;
dence abandon an opportunity for confirming all the
oood you have done, and rendering the empire eflen-
tial and permanent fervice. Seldom, to be fure,
has Ireland a- Viceroy, whofe meafures of govern-
ment look beyond the term of his adminiftration :
to fecure 2 majority in Parliament, and tranfaét the
King’s bufinefs, as it is called, without clamour or
oppofition, is the whole of their efforts; but it is
well known, that your Excellency went to Ireland
induced neither by ambition nor emolument—a more
comprehenfive and liberal policy therefore has
marked, and muft continue to charaterize, your
adminiftration. :

If ever the general circumftances of the empire,
or the particular ftaté of Ireland, required that her
government fhould be committed to extraordinary
talents, and more than human firmnefs, it has been
during the prefent feafon. An active and perfidious
foe has availed himfelf of every opportunity for af-
faulting the power and undermining the government
of Great Britain, and civil diffenfions have raged in
Ireland, which threatened her with more danger than

' the
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the wiles of the common enemy ; at this junéture
was your Excellency called to her government, in
which your conduct has manifefted the great quali-
ties required for the fituation. Many of your pre-
deceflors in this high office have had their fhare of
fenfe and underftanding ; many men of good inten-
tions have filled the illuftrious roll; but in general
their love of eafe and luxury incapacitated them for
the labours of government, and enflaved them to the
views and artifices of a party, whom they came to
command. This has uniformly impeded all fcrutiny
of injuftice, and all reformation of abufe. The ad-
miniftration of the Marquis of Buckingham, howe-
ver, muft be admitted as 2n honourable exception.
This has proved the bane of Ireland. The ftate

chariot, amidft all the changes of its poffeffor, has

rolled the fame way without variety or deviation ;
but time has impaired its ftrength and multiplied its
impediments. ' The moment for its reparation has
arrived, or ruin threatens the chariot and its guide.
In ‘your Lordfhip the Public have found a mind
above  the attractions of indolence and pleafure, too
high to obey what it fhould command, and too honeft
to neglect any of its duties. To your Excellency
therefore does Ireland look for providence as to her
future condition, as well as for ability, temper, and
integrity, in regulating her prefent affairs.

It is furprifing how much the internal concerns of
Ireland are mifreprefented in England, and how little
is the information abroad of the real ftate of that
country. - From this ignorance has the Britifh Cabi-
net proceeded blindfold in the management of Ire-
land ; their knowledge of Irifh affairs is through the
medium of the Viceroy, who reports nothing from
his own experience ; he is the {lave of pleafure, and
the agent of his own fervants. On his arrival in Ire-
land*he finds an ariftocracy holding the keys of Par- -
liament, and in poffeffion of all the great offices of
ftate ; an impariance inftantly takes place, and the re-
fule of this concord and agreement is, the Viceroy's

/ transferring
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_transferring to the anﬁocracy a}lghe real aad virtual
_power of government, with the authority of the King’s
name, in exchange for perfonal repofe, a polite court,
and an accommodating Parliament. Hence the ftate-
ments of fucceflive Governors to: the Brmih Cabinet
are all of one complexion; .nota ﬁnglc ray. of light
beams on them from any quartcr, all 1s ignorance
and darknefs.  Befides the inertnefs and inadavity of
the Viceroy, other caules may contribute to.the wan
of mformauon, as well as mlﬁnanaocment of Irifh
-affairs, which it may be ufeful to e?a Ay
Remotely fituated as Ireland is from the fountain
of her government, {he - muit. 1n fome mcafurt feel
the inconvenience of provincial d@pcnucncy, The
-common fovereign of bath countries can refide in but
one ; Ireland therefore, as junior and inferior, can
enj6y only the reflection of the royal light. She
mult therefore, from the nature of thmgs, be more
fubje@ to abufe, and lefs likely to be . redrefied;
beﬁdes, her diftance from. the royal ear renders it
neceflary that her. government Ihould be vicasious,
which fubjects her. to. further inconvenicnce. - The
Sovereign living in the midt of his fubjects has an
intercft in their happinefs, and in the peace of his
-kingdom, at leaft for the term of his life; the Vice-
roy “bounds all his views within the period of his ad-
miniftration only, which can continue but a few years,
-and which a thoufand caufes may terminate prema-
.turely, without reference to impropriety of conduct.
The Monaich at his birth derives his duties from
‘nature, and his whole education is how to difcharge
them ;. the Viceroy is the fteward, whole rectitude is
_matter. of accident, and whofe intereft contravenes
hiseduty. The character of one 1s original and pa-
rental, affeCtionate and permancnt; of the other,
‘derivative and tutelary, {felfith and ﬂeccmg. The
effelts of this difference in charater are obious,
- and are abundantly confirmed in the hiftory of Ire-
land. . The ftatute of Henry the Seventh, known by
-the name of Poyning’s A& which made it neceflary
to
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+o tranfinit into England the feveral bills intended to
be paffed in the Parliament of Ireland previous to
their introduction there, and to exemplify the caufes
and reafons for holding parliament, was enatted for
the fole purpofe of protecting the Englith colony
from the oppreflion and exaction of the King’s repre=
fentative. This very act, which put the Irith fettle-
ment under the immediate protection of the Englith
Government, and fhielded it from the rapacity of
governors, became in fubfequent time, by a ftrange

erverfion, the object of popular odium and the {ub-
jedt of general diffatisfaction 1n Ireland: the people
thiere were taught to view 1n it an unjuft control in
‘he Britifh Parliament, proceeding from force and
ufurparion ; though the hiltory of that act, and 1ts
own provifions, demonftrate ‘the parental affection
and benevolence of England for that country. INot-
withftanding the difadvantage attending the exercile
of the royal authority through the medium of a deputy
in Ireland, were there any conne&ion between her
I eoiflacure and that of England, if the Englifh Par-

L=

~ liament hada fuperintending power to examine and

decide onthe affairs of Ireland, the inconvenience of
vice-regal government would hardly exift, more par-
ticularly if Ireland were a conftituent of the Britifh
Parliament, and had immediate and direct accels to
its counfels by regular reprefentation. However, at
prefent fhe hasan independent and feparate Legifla-
ture, which, however it oppofe vulgar notions, and
give offence to popular prejudice, I fhall not fcruple
to affert, has, under the peculiar circumftances of
Ireland, promoted rather than corrected the inconve-
nience O delegated government ; and has opened
rather than excluded the admiffion of abufe, which,
in fome’ degree, muit ever attend the exercife of
power in fituations removed from immediate inquiry

and control. ;
. The firft objett with the Chief-Governor in Ire-
Jand is to fecure the fupport of the Parliament, which
he finds exclufively exerciiing all the powers of legifla-
tion.
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tion. ‘To gain the afcendancy in that affembly, and
complete influence over its deliberations, becomes the
fpring of all his efforts, and the application of all his
power.  The neceflity for this predominance over. -
the free agency of Parliament, produced clearly by
its disjunction from that of England, creates the im-
becility of the Viceroy and the ftrength of paliamen-
tary patronage, which fubjects him to infinite and in-
creafing claims, in moft inftances detrimental to the
Public, and difgraceful to the King’s government.
Hence has prevailed in Ireland an unprecedented
fyftem of private jobbing and intrigue, and of un-
quakified public venality, in contempt of all character
and opinion of the country. At no period was this
practice carried higher, or was lefs artifice to conceal
1t from the view of the Public, than during the admi--
niftration of Lord Weftmoreland, whofe conduét,
whatever reprehenfion it may deferve, derives fome
extenuation not only from the general difficulty
which every Chief Governor fuftains in managing the
Frith Legiflature, but from his meeting a confiderable
parliamentary oppofition, ‘and the occurrence of
queftions of a delicate and difficult nature during his
government. Ifit be afked, Since the conftitutions
of both countries are the fame, and that prerogative
and privilege, the rights of the King and the fubject,
are extended on the fame policy, and defined within
the fame limit inIreland as in England, why fhould
the King’s government require extraordinary means
of fupport in Ireland? and why thould means be
legitimated there which in England public opinion
alone wouldrender impracticable ? this may be explain-
ed on general principle as well as by peculiar circum-
itances inIreland. It is more likely that the public
bufinefs fhould be lefs obftructed, and be more eafily
tranfatted in that country, where the fource and
powers of Government are derived from the a&s of
_ 1ts own people, where the national eftablithment is
of its own making in community of foil and birth,
and where the nation has' not to look beyond its
own
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own limits for the original of the counfels which
direct, and the authority which maintains the public
order, than in that country where the efficacy of
government is from abroad, and whofe origin and
creation are foreign and external. In the latcer is
likely that a fecret with may prevail to difengage
itfelt from this connexion, and render its government
independent ; and if the chara@er of the people be
impetuous and enterpifing, turbulent and brave, and
that nature has apparently fupplied their country with
the means and capacities of an independent ftate, it
is almoft a confequence in ftrict argument, or at leaft
a probable inference, that a tendency fhould exift,
and, as opporturities favour, difplay itfelf in open
acts for effecting this feparation. It will appear by
and by, in the review of this fubje&, how far this -
general reafoning is confirmed in its application to
. Ireland, and whether the has, at any"period, omitted
an oppportunity of weakening her connexion with
Britain. This effort to divide is a growing quantity,
and muft increafe with the ftrength of one country and
the difficulties of the other; befides the confiderable
addition it acquires from the progrefs of a falfe. phi-
lofophy in politics; which flatters the paffions of men,
and eftranges them from their governments. Hence
arifes the neceflity, on the part of the executive, for
more confiderable influence in its adminiftration of
the dependent than of the {uperior country.

It has been objected to the conftitution of Eng-
land, that, however admirably it has -adjufted the
different powers of the ftate in mutual freedom, as
well as in neceffary co-operation, it has not fuffici.
ently provided againft an evil, which, under this fine
theory, may produce defpotifm in praice; that
the influence of the Crown is not entirely excluded
from admiffion to the Legiflature. Finely tempered
as..this conftitution is between the popular form of
government and the monarchical, partaking of the
freedom of the one and the energy of the other, I
am free to confefs myfelf one of thofe who think it

one
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one of the excellencies of that government, that the
royal eftate and the branches of the legiflature are
fo connected, that the latter are open to the influence
of the former; and to this do I afcribe the eminent
folidity and firmnefs. which, in an extraordinary man-
ner, the Britith Government® has manifefted in thefe
later years. In the midft of confpiracy at home,
and an enlarged and tremendous foreign war, fhe
has ‘remained unfhaken by the ftorm; and in the -
midft of the great deluge which has lately inundated
the world, has appeared the only refting-place for re-
ligion and liberty : and the very acts of the Britifh
Parliament, which are adduced by popular prejudice,
through the arts of the difaffe@ed, as abufes of that
influence, and as violences and injuries to the confti-
tution, are the creatures of that neeeflity which the
confpiracy of theexternal foe and the internal traitor
had created ; arid to the timely interpofition of thefe
(Fatutes is Great Britain, atthe prefent moment in-
debted for falvation and exiftence. g

There are feveral circumftances, however, which
in England limit the extent of thisinfluence, and fe-
cure to the public voice a decifive controul over the
~dminiftration. « In Ireland there are not thefe ref-
eraints ; and as fheis particularly conftituted, her go-
vernment is confiderably lefs popular, and the influ-
cnce of the executive is neceffarily more extended
and injurious, as to her interior, than in England.
Since the feparation of the Irifh legiflature from that
of England, and Ireland becoming foiely competent
to direct her own internal government, no other link
has remained to conneét the two countries, but the
influence of the Englith Minifter in the Parliament of
Ireland itfelf, ~Withont this medium, it will appear
that the coherence of the countries would be expofed
tovinevitable danger, as a ftrong principle of repulfi-
on has unequivocally manifetted itfelf in Ireland;
-nd therefore, however it is to be regretted that the
- Auence of the Crown in Ireland, or, more truly
and properly, the name of the Crown, is made ufe

of
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of to produce and extend a fyftem of corrupt afcen-
dency ; yet it is confolation to an Englith fubject,
that it is of imperative neceffity, arifing from caufes
for which Ireland alone is anfwerable. The confticu=
tional change of 1782 in Ireland threw the executive
at the mercy of her Parliament ; which, as long as
it has the fole and exclufive power of legilation,
muft command the liberality and enjoy the munifi-
cence of the Crown. Hence uniformly in Ireland,
fince the year 1782 particularly, parliamentary inte-
reft has been the fole key to the favour of the Court ;
all the honours and all the emoluments of the ftate
have moved in the road of Parliament, the great
mart for their exchange. Without parliamentary
fupport, talent and virtue have been lame and impo-
tent in Ireland ; they formed no claim to diftinétion
or reward : hence it has proceeded; that in general
the active and valuable offices at the bar, and in the
cwil economy, have been filled by men whofe talents
and capacities for theii fituations were confiderably
inferior to very many of their cotemporaries. It
muft be admitted, however, that in the thort admi-
niftration of Lord Fitzwilliam, who vainly attempt-
¢d a government by virtue, pre-eminent talents and
unblemifthed reputation were raifed to the heads of
the church and the univerfity ; and your Excellency’s
adminiftration deferves confiderable praife for your
late promotion of a prelate, whofe learning and ge-
nius, integrityof life, and amiability of manners, do
honour to your government.

- The difference of extent, wealth, and importance
of the two countries, appears ftrikingly in their par-
laments. In England, charters of incorporation con-
ferring municipal privileges, and giving the eleétive
franchife, were gradually and occafionally granted by
the Crown, as towns became refpectable and popu-
lous, and as commerce and manufacture flourifhed.
Hence, notwithftanding a few exceptions, and the
effelts of the generation and decay, the advancement
and decline which attend every thing human, and af-

fet
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fet communities as well as individuals, the Englifh
Houfe of Commons is at prefent near a juft reprefen-
tation of the great trading, manufaturing, and
monied interefts ; but in Ireland, the Houfe of Com-
mons was framed in a great meafure with the fole
view of creating and fecuring Proteftant afcendancy :
its bafis' was not laid in the population, wealth, and
importance of the kingdom, as was the cafe in Eng-
land. Without reference to thefe charaéters, incor-
porating charters ifflued fuddenly and numeroufly, for
the mere purpofe of procuring a Proteftant majority ;
and hence appears to me to be derived the real caufe
of the great inequality of reprefentation in the Irifh
Parliament : this great inequality has enabled an
ariftocracy to poflefs itfelf of the whole energy of
Parliament, which in Ireland has been no more than
the medium of its operation, and the inftrument of
its power. From the limited numbers of Com-
moners alfo in the lower Houfe of Parliament it has
been lefs difficult for the anftocracy to engrofs fuch
an extent of borough patronage as fhould fecure its
parliamentary ftrength. A great inequality of pro-
perty has uniformly prevailed in Ireland. The many
rebellions there, with their confequent forfeitures,
and the effeds of the ancient divifion of the kingdom
into numerous lordfhips and principalities, may have
occafioned the very unequal divifion of land in Ire-
land. Whatever may have been its caufes, it has
generated and produced the ariftocracy, and given it
the means of parliamentary patronage.

In England, the ftrong tendency of its government
was originally ariftocratical. The monopoly of its
foil produced a body of nobles who ruled both the
King and the people; but the enterprifes of com-
merce, and the induftry of manufacture, raifed the
order of Britith commmoners, which checked the in-
fluence of the barops, and fupported the royal eftate,
which is allowed to be the origin of the popular part
of the Britifh conftitution.

The magnitude of the Englith trade, the extent
of her pofleflions, the qualities of her foil and the

faculties
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faculties of her people, have produced fuch a capital
of wealth and property as completely to countervail
the landed proprietary : numerous trading companies
and chartered focieties for diverfified commerce,
have eftablithed fuch a monied intereft in England,
as to make it the moft active and important rank in
the ftate, as it refpects the gveat finews of its power,
the national finances: hence the eafy and rapid alie-
nation of her real property, which is ever varying
its pofleflors. Thus the power of the Englith com-
monalty increafes, and all ariftccratical tendencies
and effects are obviated. To acquire an eftate be-
comes the ambition of the merchant ; the certainty of
market and of felling for the value, induces to alien-

ation, and multiplies the fellers; and whatever be the
difadvantages of the national debt, the magnitude of
the public ftocks has fo facilicated the means, and aug-

mented the progrefs of private wealth, as to diffufe
among the whole body of the people fuch a mafs of
homogeneous property, that all clafles of Englithmen

not only feel themfelves without the collifion of op-

pofite views, and the contradictions of feparate rights,

but combined apd conneéted in one individual inte-

reft, the fafety of the ftate ; but in Ireland none of
thofe caufes have exifted, which in England have tem-

pered the ariftocracy, and blended it in fine propor-

tion with the rights of the people. Her fmall terri-

torial extent is fgavourablc to the growth of ariftocracy;

her inconfiderable trade, her want of capital, and

the perfeét infancy of the nation in all the modes of
induftry, and in all the acquifitions of wealth, have

left the ariftocracy unbalanced. The centre of the

conftitutional fyftem in Ireland wanting its due pofi-

tion, the whole vacillates and totters with infirmity.

Not only the abfence of a monied intereft, and the

want of a great mercantile power in Ireland, account

for the inequality of her government ; but a pofitive

caufe has exifted for ariftocratical tendency, which

feems fully adequate to the effect.

The
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The people of Ireland, in refpect to their religi-
ous relation, are divided in triple proportion of Ca-
tholics to Proteftants ; and not only was the whole
Catholic body, until very lately, excluded from the
loweft fparticipation in the legiflative and executive
parts of government; but by the operation of fevere
and impolitic penal ftafutes were precluded from the
acquifition and enjoyment of property. It is not
therefore a matter of wonder, thatin fo {mall a coun-
try as Ireland, in which three-fourths of its populati-
on were deprefled by a weight of difability and pe-
nalties from rifing by talent or property in the ftate ;
the refidum of the people fhould have the nature and
effe@ of an ariftocracy itfelf; that this faction thould
be itfelf capable of further reduction; and that, by
monopoly and unjuft exclufion, an inconfiderable part
may engrofs the power of the whole.

From the eafe alfo with which in a {mall country
family connexion may fpread itfelf, the union of pow-
erful men becomes ftrengthéned by affinity, and eon-
folidated by mutual intereft. Hence the copbinati-
on of a few produces a formidable power, which in
Ireland has had the maftery in public affairs. It has
been openly avowed in the Irith Parliament, that to
break the ariftocracy, which impeded the King’s go-
vernment during the adminiftration of Lord Towi{-
hend, coft the nation half a million fterling ; and the
kingdom was threatened with fimilar expence 2 few
years ago, when fome parliamentary proprictors
thewed a difpofition to unite their forces, and turn
their ftréngth_againft the government. Hence has
proceeded the degree of corruption and “the purfutt
of private intereft, to the injury of the public, which
have prevailed in Jreland; and the bufinefs of the
Viceroy is hardly more than to appeafe the importu-
nity, and fatisy the cravings, of the ariftocracy.
Frauds, peculations, and abufes of every kind, are
protefted from enquiry and fecured from punifhment.
Boards of commiffion have been multiplied beyond

the neceffity of the, public bufinefs ; and places have
been
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been divided and granted for life, to oblige the
greater number, and make them independent of the
Government : and in the fame policy has prevailed
the practice of reverfionary grants, to the injury of
the fucceeding Viceroy, and the weakening of his
adminiftration. Improvident bargains have been
made with individuals in fraud to the Public; and in
the fame fpirit of jobbing and venality the public
“ buildings of Dublin have been raifed on {cites not
only inconvenient, but highly ridiculous, and at im-
menfe expenfe. Hence alfo the extravagant collec-
tion of the public revenues, and a penfion lift in Ire-
-land, greater than in England, and above all, the
proftitution of the peerage by acétual fale, to the in-
jury of merit, difhonour of the old nobility, and
great odium of Government. This thameful prac-
-tice of bringing to market the honours of the
Crown, which cafts a deep fhade on the memory of
Lord Weftmoreland in Ireland, has contributed more
immediately and neceffarily to injure the public cha-
racter of the Irith Parliament, than any other affign-
able caufe. Under his government the Parliament call-
ed in 1790, was compofed in an extraordinary man-
ner; thofe wealthy Commoners who once filled the
lower Houle, and who had either acquired borough
. patronage; or in-whofe families it had defcended with
their eftates, were ennobled-in the grofs, and trans-
ferred to the upper houfe of Parliament, by which
means the advowfon and inheritance of the Com-
mons became vefted in the Lords, who for that turn
gave upthe prefentation to the Lord Lieutenant’s fe-
cretary. - This unjuftifiable proceeding created an un-
conftitutional dependency of the popular, branch of
~ the Legiflature on the ariftocratical ; 1t promoted and
avowed a fyflem of parliamentary traffic completely
fufficient to difguit and alienate the Public; and the
obvious confequence of this innovation was not only
highly increafing the natural evil of the Irith govern-
ment in its tendency to ariftocracy, but, by remov-
g from the Houfe of Commons the men of confi-

deration
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deration and landed property, left it to a race of ad-
venturers who were to make their way to fituation
and fortune by fubmiffive and uniform fervility to all
the meafures of the Court, or by affected patriotifm
to commence their parliamentary career in groundlefs
and indifcriminate oppofition to the Government, and
afterwards with thameful apoftacy, on the attainment
of office, become advocates for the meafures they
had oppofed, and panegyrifts of the Government
they had maligned. No affembly, however, could
condu¢t itfelf with more public obfequioufnefs, or
ufe a higher ftrain of adulation in all its addrefies to
the Chief Governor. This, however, is no more a
proof of fincerity in public than in private life ; for fo
long ago as the adminiftration of the unfortunate Lord
Strafford, they pronounced the higheft encomiums on
his conduét, and exprefled their extraordinary obli-
oations to their Sovereign for committing the go-
vernment to {o able and honeft a fervant, but a fhort
time before their fending over to England articles of
impeachment, and deputing commiffioners to manage
the profecution of the unfortunate Earl. And fo
late as the year 1789, the very Parliament which
had repeatedly and ftrongly expreffed its loyalty and
attachment to the King’s perfon, and panegyrized
his Viceroy, didyon the unfortunate occurrence of his
malady, change their political creed ; a great majo-
rity of Parliament deferted the caufe of their Sove-
reign, and voted a public cenfure on the Chief Go-
vernor. However, as foon as the King’s health ap-
peared likely to be reftored, and the powers of the
ftate to continue in the fame hands, they became as
eager to repent as they had been to offend : {o true a
criterion of human conduét is private intereft, and
fo fallible a pledge of fincerity 1s human profeffion.
The verfatility of Parliament alfo on the Catholic
queftion was moft glaring ; the recency of this tranfac-
tion, however, precludes the neceflity of particular ftate-

ment: butthe violent mannerin whichitrefifted, and the
fervility
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fervility with which it foon afterwards conceded
the Catholic claims, was fatal to the public intereft.
It taught the peopleto look for redrefs of grievance,
not by appeals to the Legiflature, but in the appli-
cation of their own firength. Such has beé¢n the
ftate of the Irith Government, and fuch the caufes
of that difcontent which has {6 nearly been  fatal
to the empire. . ' o

The acknowledged independency of the Irifh Le-
gillature has prevented her concerns coming under
the review of the Britifh Parliament; and there
being no public medium of communication be-
tween the two countries, feems to me fufficiéntly to
account for the ignorance which has prevailed in
Britain of the real ftate of Ireland.” A conititution
fo generative of abufe candbt continue; the fyf-
tem of government which has prevailed in Ireland
approaches to diffolution. Itis the part of wifdom
to forefce change, and to prevent or to improve it.
T'hat fomething muft be now done, cannot be con-
troverted ; either the Parliament of Ireland muft
be new fathioned, or, as it is called, reformed, and
the ariftocracy eradicated, or the muft be commit-
ted to the Parliament of England by fair and re-
gular reprefentation. That, if the former take
place, the dominion of England in Ireland muft
determine, and the two countries be feparated,
appears to me the obvious and moft neceflary con-
fequence. This I fhall endeavour to eftablith, and
to communicate the ftrong perfuafion I feel, by
reference to the hiftory of that country, to her late
unfortunate rebellion, and the general ftate of po-’
litics. Sure I' am that Ireland will find an union
with England the panacea of her diforders,. that it
will convert her poverty into opulence, and her
turbulence into tranquillity.

If a parliamentary reform be conceded to Ire-
land, no ‘modification fhort of a pure democratic
legiflature can haveeffet, To extinguifh, not to
limit, the ariftocracy, is their great objec : and the
firlt act of popular afcendancy would be the exter-
mination of the fuperior order, to a moral certain-

C ty



ty ; the fecond would be the demolition of the
royal cftate, even if it had no foreign concern, but
were purely and folely exercifeable within the
kingdom. From the prefent ftate of the public
mind, in its long fermented diffatisfaction with its
Parliament, and from the political impreflions
which it has received from the American war and
the French revolution, it is beyond doubt that if
the frame of Parliament be once innovated, it will
be rent from its very foundation, the whole efforts
of the people would be directed to the eftablifhing
of a democracy, and by every poffible barrier to
exclude the influence of England and her counfels
trom the affairs of Ireland ; for, the hiftory of the
late rebellion. as it is fpread upon parliamentary
record, and of the proceedings ot the difcontented
and difaffected in Ireland for fome years, prepara-
tory to their coming to open war with the Govern-
ment, eftablifh it to the convi€tion of every man,
that feparation from England was the prime and
the grand objet; areform in the Parliament of
Ireland was to be the means, and the decifive {tep
towards the attainment of the former: a more
equal reprefentation’of the people, therefore, re-
founded on eyery lidejas the demand of the nation
upon ‘its Government, Under this fpecious pre-
text was concealed the hoftile difpofition towards
Great Britain. The body of the people looked no
farther than the mere queftion of reform, which
the general conduc¢t of Parliament appeared to
render not only reafonable but neceffary; but its
real end, and the great fcheme of change and inde-
pendence, were referved to a few, and lurked in
the dark recefles of confpiracy and treafon, until
the fullnefs of time and the fuccefs of the auxilia-
ry meafures fhould call for the open avowal of the
great ohject, and its publication to the nation.
Thus the rathnefs of the unthinking and the faith
of the credulous are ever expofed to the fubtlety
of the wicked, who enlifts them as inftruments of
his caufe and accomplices in his crimes.

That the connexion between the two countries
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has been weakened, and that the public condué of
Ireland has, upon fome great occafions, facilitated
and promoted the means of {eparation, will appear
- from the particular confideration and effect of two
- reémarkable inftances, independent of the general
review of her hiftory. In the year 1782, a confti-
tutional change was effeted in Ireland, the moft
important which had occurred fince her annexation
to Great Britain: before that period fhe formed a
more immediate and connefted member of the
the Britith empire, under the dire¢t influence and
care of the general government. The regulations
of her interior, as well as her external relations,
were matter on which the Englifh Parliament
might act; and the power in the Government of
England, as well of original approbation of the
general meafure, as of its final fanction in detail,
protected the people of Ireland from the mifcon-
duct and abufes of its own Parliament. This di-
rect and open controul of the Englith Government
aver the affairs of Ireland, the dependency of the
Irith army on the Englith mutiny aé, and the li-
' mited capacity and circumferibed authority of the
- Irith Parliament, neceffarily connected and prefer-
ved Ireland, in conjunétion with Great Britain.
During this time, notwithftanding the meafured
and {fubordinate power of the Irifh Parliament, it
was more refpectably conftituted than ever it has
been fince. It was compofed almoft entirely of men
- of fortune, whofe fituations did not expofe them to
 the proftitution of public character, nor chalk out
a line of perfonal aggrandifement through the
windings of political intrigue, at the public ex-
pence : Ireland did not then feel the great finan-
cial preffure which the neceflity of parliamentary
purchafe has fince created ; fhe then knew nothing
of that common fpeculation which fince has filled
the benches of Parliament with numerous and fuc-
ceflive.adventurers ; and Ireland was then equally
lgnorant of the market for nobility, and that ex-
“tenfive and extravagant fyftem of influenee which
kept the voice and wants of the Public unheard
C 2 and
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and unheeded. But in 1982 the great link of em-
pire which conneéted the two countries, gave way,
and nothing remained after the renunciation of the
Britifh Barliament to fecure the union of the
crowns, but the covered'and fatal medium of fecret
influenee in the eftablitfhment of an expenfive and
growing patronage to counteract theaequired inde-
pendence and improved capacity of thelrifh Parlia-
ment. The caufes of this extraordinary occur-
rence, the ftate of the puplic mind in Ireland at
that time, and the means by which this great con-
ftitutional change was effected, fhall be briefly
ftated, that the whole defign and full intentions of
thofe who moved and led the politics of Ireland
may be difclofed and made manifeft. :
The war with America had produced confidera-
ble effects, not only in the Britith empire, but
through Europe: it threw afalfe and delufive glare
over modern politics, inftead ofa fober and falutary
light. Hence fome have derived the convullions
of Fran ce, and the meteor which has fcared and
diftracted Ireland It is certain, however, that
the peculiar nature of the conteft between Britain
and her colonies provoked every where and emi-
nently in Ireland, much diffufed converfation and
general difeuflion on the principles of government.
Perhaps at no time, not even at the revolution of
1688, were the abftract rights of the people more
fully examined, or the general theory of. civil eita-
blifhménts more accurately analyfed; and it is
certain that the inftitution of the tranf-atlantic
empire, under the circumftances and manner of
its original, has given new character and com-
plexion to the politics of Europe: of thefe pol-
#ics Ireland had in a great degree partaken. The
nature of her connexion with England, the ftate
of her Parliament, and the natioral obfcurity,
were topics which engrofled the public attention,
and on which the talents of the ftate were em-
ployed. It need not be inquired, what was the
refalt of the public' inveftigation on the queftion,

whether a¢tual force of arms, acquifition in war,
or
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or real and implied compa®, was the foundation
of the Englith dominion in Ireland. To argue
“againtt the pride or intereft of your adverfary, is
as vain among nations as among individuals. A
difcuflion of this queftion would be now irrevelant;
the prefent occafion calls for no fuch inquiry;
a temperate, difpaflionate, and calm confideration
of the prefent ftate of Ireland, with the light re-
flected from her hiftory, and her late tranfactions
alone, is neceflary at this important moment. In
the American war, armed in her own defence
againft the common enemy, Ireland feized the
favourable opportunity of her own ftrength, and
the imbecility of England, to confirm by decifive
acts thofe argumentative conclufions, which to
her mind had refuted the claims and rights of En-
gland, and eftablithed her own title to independ-
ence; to diflolve all other connexion than with
the crown of Great Britain; became the great ob-
joct of Ireland, for which fhe prepared to make
every effort, and apply her whole force. In the
crifis of minifterial weaknefs, the great concefiion
was made. After a mighty amputation of empire,
it feemed prudent by any means to preferve the
remainder; and England not only yiclded the
future independence of Ireland, but, in her ftate
- of durefs and ncceflity, renounced her former title:
the remitted the pofleflion, and confeffed herfelf a
diffeifor. The fatal confequences which followed
the denial to America of fharing the Britith con-
ftitution, hurried the Englifh minifter into com-
pliance with the demands of Ireland, in their full
and unliwited extent. Had he been guided by
true policy, and had he fufficiently diftinguithed
the cafe of Ireland from that of America, the
neceflity of the prefent difcullion would not have
arifen, nor fhould the Public have been troubled

with this addrefs.

The tranfaction in 1782 is particularly dwele
on, becaufe it furnifhes a clear demonftration that
“.the conftitutional change which was demanded
- and effected, was not becaufe it was the moft fui-
Gy ted
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ted to the necefities of Ireland, but becaufe the Irifh
nation had been inflamed by every art to view the
connexion with’ England as injurious.to her ho-
nour and detractive of her national charater.
The obje&t was more to fhake off the dependency
of the kingdom on the Englifh Legiflature, than
any enlarged view of the future interefts of Ire-
Jand. It was a queftion of pride more than of
policy, and it is not the character of pride to
refpedt its real interefts,

The full principle of the conftitutional change
of 1782 became the bafis of a moft important
tranfation in 1789, at the lamentable period of
the King’s indifpofition. The patziors in Ireland,
and the great movers of her polizics, on this occa-
fion gave full fcope to their zeal for the unity of
the Britifh empire, and their attachment to its
combined interefts : they contended, that, on the in-
termiffion of the royal functions, Iieland, as an
imperial independent nation, was exclufively com-
petent to provide for this emergency; that the two
countries had no other union than in their exe-
cutive; and therefore, that in every poflible cafe
of its fufpenfion or determination, the Parliament
of Ireland alone was adequate to the great impe-
rial duty of fupplying the vacant power. By a
free elettion of aroyal fiduciary, to hold the King’s
prerogative in truft for themfelves only, under
fuch limitations as they fhould define its exercife ;
and indeed the argument went the whole length
of eftablithing, that, on fuch an occafion, the
Parliament of Ireland might take the executive
into their own hands, or altogether difcontinue
the royal eftate. And had it not been for the ac-
cidental {fympathy of the parliamentary oppofition
in both countries, this abftra¢t argument would
probably have had a decifive practical effect in the
delegation of the royal authority to a regent not
deriving under the Parliament of England: in
which event an actual feparation muft have taken
place, as there would not have remained a parti-

cle of connexion between the two countries, Their
% con-
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condud®, however, and proceedings, on this try-
ing occafion, demonftrate the danger which threa-
tens the empire: it eftablifhes the tendency of Ire-
land to feparation ; and that on the prefent con-
ftitutional footing of thefe kingdoms no barrier
is formed to prevent its effect. It is clear alfo,
that, without {feeking for it, an opportunity may
arife again of vacancy in the Crown, or its inter-
miflion ; that Ireland may again feel herfelf called
upon to exercife the imperial right by the {ponta-
neous occurrence of public circumftances, without
any arbitrary or uncalled for difcuilion of her
right; and it is manifeft, that, on fuch an occa-
fion, her conduct would not be regulated by the
interefts and policy of the empire. ‘The parlia-
mentary report of the late rebellion alfo proves
inconteftibly, that, fince the year 1489, the prin-
ciple of feparation has gained ‘rapidly, that it has
wonderfully increafed under the mere influence of

' general political impreflion made by the French
revolution, without the actual interference of the
French government in the affairs of Ireland, the
intrigues of her emiffaries, or herfyftematic and
authorized abominations. And the conduct of
the Irith Parliament in 1789 fhows, that the influ-
ence of England in the Irith Legiflature, through
the medium of its patronage, forms a very frail
and precarious combination. The fhameful ter-
giverfasion of the Irith members, at that time,
muft convince  that the honour of individuals is
no fecurity on which to repofe the ftrength and
happinefs of the Britith empire.

From the firft records of her hiftory, Ire-
land has been particularly and fpecially dif-
tinguifhed for domeiftic diffenfion and divifion.
Before her connexion with England, during her
old government, if the term be not much abufed

- inthis application of it, the kingdom was fubject-
ed to numerous principalities and authorities,
which carried on with each other inceffant and
implacable wars. The wildnefs of uncorreced
nature marked the face of the country ; as favage-

o
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ry unfoftened and unhumanized their mannerg
and practices in war, traces of hoftile incurfion
were every where manifeft ; and plains, to which
Nature had not denied fertility, mouldered into
bogs and ‘moraffes. In the violence of civil firife,
no peaceful improvement could be effected. * In
the divifion of governments there was nething'na-
tional ; and thence, as all things fublunary tend
to degeneracy and decay, unlefs fuftained and re-
cruited by collateral aid, the want of culture de-
teriorated the foil, as the abfence of civil difcip-
line ftill farther brutalized the national manners.

On the arrival of the Britons in‘Ireland, in the
year 1142, every thing manifefted to them a coun-
try deeply funk in the mifery of ignorance and
barbarifm. Before the connexion with England,
therefore, neither commerce nor manufa&ure
could have exifted, or any one work of public
utility been devifed or executed; and fince that
connexion, though in that great length of time
Ireland has naturally improved in many important
refpects, and that this improvement has arifen
entirely from her communication with England,
and in its direct proportion ; yet, in every period
almoft has fhe had her tranquillity interrupted by
general rebellion or local rifings, and has ever
been the prey of civil and religious diffenfions.
This continual difturbance and uncertainty of the
public condition in Ireland has counteraéted her
natural advantages, and prevented that enlarged
intercourfe with England, which would have ex-
tended her trade, and affimilated the national
manners to the fobriety and fubordination of the
Englifh character. The truth of thefe pofitions
will appear eftablithed by the following brief re-
view of the Irifh hiftory.

Henry the Second acquired the dominion of
Ireland as much by his high reputation for juftice
as a king and wifdom as a legiflator as by the ter-
ror of his arms. The piratical depredations of
the Irith on his Englifh fubjects, their cruel treat-
ment of prifoners of war, and the military I?Yie}f
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- which his enemy the French King was enabled to

make in Ireland, confiderably induced the Englifh -
monarch to fan&ion with his own authority and
prefence the private adventures of his fubjects.
It is remarkable that the fame policy fhould fo
ftrongly apply at this day for permanently uniting
and preferving that which Henry the Second
thought it fo neceflary to acquire. The politic
piety of the times juftified this expedition of Hen-
ry by a papal bull, confecrating the title of con-
queft for the great end of civilization and religion.
Almoft all the native princes, who were very nup-
merous, fubmitted to the King, did homage, and
took the oaths of fidelity and allegiance. Volun-
tary fubmiflions, however, were not more effectual
and fincere at that time than they are now. The

- Englith colony planted in Leinfter was fubjeét to

every kind of outrage, and the utmoft cruelty
charalerized its barbarous enemies : their continual
aggreffions, and the commotions of the country,
determined the unfortunate Richard the Second
on two royal voyages to Ireland. ‘The force with
which he was attended in his firft, fpread terror
and confternation; fo that, as the hiftorians of
thefe times obferve, the Irifh had recourfe to a po-
licy, which they often practifed with fuccefs, to
divert the blow which they could not fuftain.
With feigned acknowledgments of paft tranf-
greflions and infincere aflurances for the future, all
the powerful leaders of the Irithry waited upon
the King at his arrival, with fubmiffion and fealty;
and the Earl Marfhal was empowered by fpecial
commiffion to receive homage and repetitions of
fidelity “from the Irithry of Leinfler, which they
rendered on their knees, and were afterwards ad-
mitted to the kifs of peace; and in like manner
the King himfelf received the fubmiffion of Ulfter.

| However, as foon as Richard had departed, and

the military force was difflolved, this humility
was renounced, and, in violation of facred en-
gagements, the public peace was again interrupted,
and the borders of the Englifh pale again fuffered
the ravages of war, |
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It is obfervable, that this perfidious quality,
which furmounts all religious barrier, and violates
all focial principle, has continued characteriftical of
the lower Irifh to this hour. In the late rebellion,
an enlightened and merciful policy proclaimed
pardon and protection ; but the very wretches who
availed themfelves of the benignity of Govern-
ment, in many inflances, have fince been appre-
hended in the commiffion of new crimes, and the
perpetration of greater enormities. So ‘perma-
nent muit be the qualities of men, to whem the
improvements of life do not defcend, and whofe
political place debars them from any fhare in the
general civilization.

From the reign of Richard the Second to that
of Elizabeth was one continued feries of difturb-
ance ; but in her reign the moft formidable and
dangerous rebellion occurred of any fince the re-
ducticn of Ireland. The rebels having had the aid
of foreign power, the Spaniards effected a landing
in Kinfale, and their ftandard was foon joined by
feveral of the Irifh lords, particularly by the Earls
Tyroneand Tyrconnell, who had marched from the
North at the head of a confiderable army ; but be-
ing engaged by the Lord Deputy Mountjoy, were
entirely defeated. 'The Spaniards fubmitted on the
- terms of leaving the kingdom; and the rebellious
Lord Tyrone experienced the fame merciful in-
~dulgence, which; to the immortal honour of

Great Britain, has continued to this day her pecu-
liar charater, and to which your Excellency’s
conduct from the commencement of your govern-
ment has given the ftrongeft atteftation. Lord
Tyrone was received to fubmiflion and mercy ;
and in 1606, King James iflued a commiffion of
grace for confirming the pofleflions of the Irith
againft all claims of the Crown arifing from the
attainder of thofe concerned in the rebellion.

rom this royal clemency and moft gracious fa-
vour, a perfe¢t fettlement of the kingdom might
have been expected, as no fmall foundation feems
to have -been laid for the return of general tran-

quillity
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quility. However, nothing could reduce to foci-
al oider and fubordination minds fo ferocious and
intractable: for at that very time, an impunity
for rebellion, thefe fame Earls Tyrone and Tyr- |
connell, and almoft all the Irithry of Uliter, were ‘
engaged.in a new confpiracy to provoke a gene-
ral rifing, feize the caftle of Dublin; and, for
the accomplithment of thefe nefatious purpofes,
had actually folicited foreign aid. ‘The fame
Providence, however, which at this day preferves
and favours the Britifh empire, defeated this con-
{piracy. S8
A furprifing parallel runs through all the tranf-
actions of the Irifh hiftory, which feem to partake
the fame {pirit, and continue the fame character.
The trial of Henry and John Shears, convicted in
July laft, records a fcheme of treafon wonderful-
ly i{milar, though more artfully laid and more ex- |
tenfively diffufed. - In both, the firft facrifice of
rebellion was to be the King’s reprefentative and
council; the Englith minifters and all the fup-
porters of Englith councils were to be devoted
to the fury of the mob, and become the firft vic-
tims for eftablifhing the acquired independence.
The rebellious Lords having fled beyond fea, |
made violent eomplaints abroad, that they had
been driven from home for matter of religion, and
with great injuftice as to their claims and preten-
fions; on which the King thought proper to make
a declaration, which was publifhed through Europe.
But in the late rebellion, the full and free confef-
fions of. the principal traitors have prevented the
fuccefsful repetition of this artifice. Befides the
convictions and outlawries had againft the actors
i thefe rebellions, there was a general attainder
by the ftatute of the 11th of King James, by which
500,000 acres of land in the north of Ireland were
forfeited to the Crown, which enabled the King to .
. make that Proteflent plantation in Ulfter which has
become thefeat of the only manufacture in Ireland,
and continues to be diftinguithed in a very great
degree above the reft of the kingdom forits induf-
try, wealth, and population, though in quality of
R foil
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foil much below the average fertility of the king-
dom : a plain and irrefragable proof of the advan-
tage which Ireland has derived from her connexion
with England, to whom, whatever improvement
fhe has acquired fince the days of her King Dermot,
muft certainly be referred : which obfervation ap-
peats to be juflified ftill farther, by the fuperior
order and improvement of the hither coaft of Ire-
land to the farther. The weftern divifion of Ire-

land is more purely Irith, which may have pro-
" ceeded from the policy of Cromwell, who forced
the ancient and native families to refidence beyond
the Shannon; and though thofe parts of Ireland,
originally of Englith fettlement, were perhaps the
moft difloyal and difaffected in the late rebellion,
vet it muft be remembered, that celonial eftablifth-
ments but feldom have had the merit of filial gra- -
titude; and though the north of Ireland.partook
largely of the late confpiracy, yet fhe preferved
her tranquility in a much greater degree than the
zeal and ardour of the rebel leaders to make her
the great refervoir of treafon gave foundation to
expect : nor was her conduét in the midft of the
rebellion ftained with thofe enormities which were
committed in the other parts of the kingdom;
and which, for the honour of humanity, and pity
for that unfortunate nation, ought not to be par-
ticularly ftated : but it is matter of duty to read to
the world the great leffon of misfortune and pu-
nifhment which are fure to follow the commiflion
of crimes.

It may be further obferved, with refpet to the
north of Ireland, that the circumftances of her
profperity and her fuperior opulence formed the
temptation for her feduction; that the lefs im-
portant parts of the kingdom might more eahly
take the example of infidelity. The religious per-
fuafion alfo which prevails in the North having pe-
culiar partiality to republicanifm, facilitated and
predifpofed that country to meafures which mani-
fefily tended to gratify their fayourite principle.

' . From

R N o T TR T R Wy ey



e b b Gl

. From the rebellion of Tyrone until the year
" 1641, Ireland appeared to have. enjoyed general
tranquillity ; the interefts which divided, and the
animofities which irritated, the different defecrip-
tions of her inhabitants, appeared to have been
fucceeded by union, fraternity, and peace. The
new pofleffors of lands had diligently applied to
their cultivation, and the much calumniated ad-
miniftration of Lord Strafford had made great pro-
grefs in the general improvement of the kingdom:
thefe appearances, however, were delufive ; more
extenfive mifchief was in preparation, which the
intermfflion of actual hoftility gave leifure to im-
prove and mature.

Among the reafons and caufes which are afhgn-
ed for this rebellion, is the great change of pro-
perty which had taken place in Ulfter after the for-
feitures of the fix countries under the act of James;
and probably in the relentlefs temper of the Irifh,
the jealoufy of property which they had forfeited

was peculiarly inveterate. The afcendancy of Pro-

teftantifm and theEnglifh intereft, which each defeat
had promoted, were without doubt the great and
leading caufes of the rebellion of 1641, which, for
indifcriminate and thocking murders, had no pre-
cedent. The unfortunate fituation of the Englifh
monarch, the difaffe&tion of his parliament, and
particularly the fuccefsful rebellion of his fub-
jects in North' Britain, gave occafion and oppor-
tunity to the execution of the defign. The Irith
leaders faw clearly that a favourable moment had
arrived for terminating the Englith dominion in
Ireland ; and that one great effort, no matter in
in’ what way, would give emancipation to their
country. The embarrafiment of the King’sgovern-
ment, and the difpofition of the Britith Parliament,
augmenting inftead of removing public diforder,
iavc confidence to the caufe, and infpired high
hopes -of eafy and rapid victory. The defign,
however, againft the capital was difcovered ; the
firft objedt of the rebels failed, but through the

king-




i
kingdom a maffacre commenced (00 horrld to be
dwelt upon, .
The forts and garrifon towns were aﬂ'alled and
the kingdom was fhaken to its centre. The reﬁl-
tution of property, the domination of the Catholi¢
religion, and deliverance from Englifh fupremancy,
were the great and facred obje&s which were to
fancify, by their attainment, the wickednefs of the
means. Such were the inducements to lead; and
fuch the hopes to animate the family of the an-
cient proprietor, the ignorant and bigotted crowd,
and the numerous clafs of Lords and Princes
who delighted in the ambition, but felt not the
miferies of private war. The idea fuccefsfully pro-
pagated at that time among the body of. the peo-
ple was the danger of their religon ; they were
made to believe that the Englifh Parliament had
determined on the abolition of Popery in Ireland,
andthatthe Scots were to be the zealous infiruments
of this perfecution. ‘There was no foundation for
this alarm; the ignorance, credulity, and fuper-
ftition of the lower Irith, ‘made it unneceflary :
they were already difpofed to the moft unfavour-
able fufpicions of thofe whom, under the in-
fluence of long and fyftematic delufion, they
had been made to ¢onfider as enemies. The
afcendency of Prefbyterianifm, and the influence
of the Scots, at that time gave colour and pre-
text to the fears and infinuations which the decei-
ver was every where fuggefting. The moft vio-
lent animofities raged between the churches of
Rome and Scetland, which confirmed every fear
and magnified every danger which the credulity of
one might apprehend from the fanaticifm of the
other. The divifions between thefe bodies of men
in doftrine and affetion were extreme, inveterate,
and implacable : fo wonderfully does man pervert
the'beneficence of his God in educing difcord,
and creating differences, from the very religion
which came {rom heaven to harmonize and unite.
The leaders found in this prejudice of the peop}lle
e
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the direct key to infurreétion, which at this hour
locks up the minds of the lower Irifh, or opens
them to rebellion. The leaders of the late con-
{piracy adopted the clue of their predeceffors in
1641, and with the fame fatal effect. After this
great lapfe of time, the common people in Ire-,
land are found equally credulous and bigotted ;
they were made lately to believe, that the Catho-
lic religion was in imminent danger, and that its
perfecution impended from that government,which
fince the acceflion of the King, has breathed the
mildeft influence on fectaries of every denomina-
tion, and which has not only tolerated the Catho-
lic fubject, but removed, the reftraints of formet
times, and given him conftitutional rank.

The Prefbyterian not having now afcendancy
in the ftate, and being fraternized with the Catho-
lic, the artifice of 1641 could not be repeated;
fome new object therefore was to alarm, fome
new enemy to be fuggefted ; and the common peo-
ple of Ireland were imprefled with conviétion that
certain focieties which arofe in the North, and
afterwards were formed throughout the kingdom
for the protection of their families and properties,
had been actually commiflioned by the Govern-
ment to put down the Catholic faith;* under
which pretence, and moft wicked and groundlefs
infinuation, were the Catholics raifed, as it were,
to protect their altars*from profanation, and af-
fail the public authority by force of arms. It
muft be remembered alfo, that as the misfor-
tunes of Charles the Firft, and the diftrations
of the Britifh Government, marked the period of
the rebellion in 1641, the confpiracy of 1798 was
formed and carried into effe&t, when Great Britain
wasinvelved in a war the moft difficult, varied,
and extenfive fhe ever waged, and when the enemy
fhe had to combat was the moft active, infidious,
anddeadly ; and that in co-operation aad confede-

racy with that enemy, the Irifh rebels laid their
fcheme of maffacre and ruin,

From
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From the extinétion of the rebellion in 1641, by
the force and perfeverance of Cromwell, we come
to the period of the Revolution. The unconftitu-
tional acts and fuperftitious bigotry of the Houfe
of Stuart had removed it from the throne of Eng-
land ; which removal, by the law of England, and
an exprefs act of the Irifh Legiflature, equally’ ap-
plied to Ireland : but the fuperftition of James
found adherents in the ignorance of the Irifh, and
all thofe who wifhed the feparation of the countries
were united in his caufe. The rivalry of the Ca-
thelic and Proteftant was this time at its height
and as the former had predominated much in Ire-
land, and the Revolution eftablithed the afcendan-
cy of the latter religious as wellas peolitical confi-
derations infured the abdicated Monarch the fup-
porvof Ireland; and though loyalty and affedtion
tfor the Houfe of Stuart may be advanced to juftify
the conduct of the Irifh, and that attachment to the
reigning family is highly meritorious; yet it is too
plain, that it was the religion of James, and not
his relation to the throne of England, which recom-
mended him to Ireland. The Britith Legiflature,
oa true and found conftitutional principles, alone
was competent to create-and fupply the vacancies
of the throne; and by the exprefs proyifions of
{ftatutes in both nations, the fovereignty of Irelaud
neceffarily and immediately foliowed that of Great
Britain ; and therefore, by adherence to the Houfe
of Stuart, after the determination of the Englifh
Parliament, Ireland broke her conftitutional en-
vagagements, and divided herfelf from the empire.

It is true, that the then chief governor of Ire-
land, Lord: Tyrconnell, who was alfo at the head
of the army, and a very confiderable number of
perfons in official ftations under the Govern-
ment, were in the interefts of James, and bore
arms in his fupport; and that, however great
and national the queftion then at iffue was, affecti-
onto a family long in poffeflion, and the violence
to old prejudice "in its f{udden expulfion, fanbd
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fubftitution of a_foreigner, all amount, in a great
degree, to excufe and extenuate the condu@ of
Ireland in its refiftance to the new government,
which appears from the condut ot King William
himfelf, who carried on the war in Ireland not as

with traitors and rebels, but as with fair and ligiti-

mate enemies ; yet important inftrution is con-
veyed to us by thefe tranfactions, which luggeft
the imperative neceflity of now fixing the conftitu-
tional relation of the two countries in fuch a way,
that it fhall ever be underftood, and put-beyond
controverfy, that Ireland cannot in any cafe de-
cide, or at all difcufs the queftion of title to the
common executive of thefe kingdoms; that her
crown cannot be feparately confidered, or.abftract-
edly become the fubject of public argument ; but
that, to every pofiible purpofe, there is a legal and
conftitutional merger of it in that of Great Britain.
And it is manifeft, that, as long as human affairs
proceed in their natural progrefs, great occafions
may arife, in which the policy orlibertics of Great
Britain may require, that the rights of perfons
claiming title to her crown, thould be modified, and
even extinguithed ; and, that as long as Ireland
fhall have a feparate legiflature, the will have the
means of difcuflion and determination of f; uch rights ;
fhe will have no phyfical, impediment to the exer-
cife of her own free will ; and as to her propriety
in its exercife, that will depend on the views, pub-
lic and individual, of the members of her legifla-
ture. Speculations of the probable nature of her
public carriagein thofc trials, will be confiderably
aided by reference to her hiftory, and all her former
conduct ; and as the moft aggravated evils pecu-
liarly attenddifputes and contefts for royal fucce(-
fion ; and'that'in Ireland there would be religious
difcord 40 add to their inveteracy ; it neceffarily

refultg from enlarged and humane policy, that Ire-
. D land
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{and (hould not, by the form of her government, be
left expofed to the 1ntrigies of the royal cliimant,
who fhould happen to be disfranchifed and deptged 5
and that a way ihould not be left ope: whid ‘muft
lead to her own convulfion, and the diftreffes of the
empire. ;
“ In the reign of William, the queftion of the de-
pendency of Ireland, and the authority of thc Eng-
lith Parliament to interfere in her concerns, to the
exclufion of her own le iflature, was'publicly agi-
tated. In 1044, the power of bindingIrcland by
an Englith flatute was argued on legal grouncs by
Sir Richard Bolton, and ably anfwered by Serjeant
Mayart ; both arguments may be {feen in Harris’s
Hibervica. The oppofition which uniformly had
been made in Ireland to the dominion of England,
now openly queftioned and denied the control of her
legiflature. Soon after the Revolution, feveral aéts
liad paffed in England, in which Ireland was ex-
pref<ly named and included. To obviate the cffect
of thefe ftatutes. and eftablifh their incompetence
to bind Ireland; her Parliament tranfmitted acts of
éheir own, enading and -confirming the matter of
the Britith ftatutes; and in 1698 an ingenious wri-
ter publithed a fubtle and popular refutation of the
claims of England, in which he freely and openly
contended for the freedom of the Irifh Parliament.
But, to my conception, a great part of the general
Jotrine and argument of Mr. Molyneux tends as
firongly to difprove the authority of the Englith
Crown, as of its Parliament, over Ireland ; but
whether his reafoning was legitimate or not, was
inrmaterial : it became the ftandard of political or-
thodox« in lIreland. |
" The Englith Commons, however, were attentive
t6 the public intereft. There then exifted o na-
dional diFiculties or embarraffment to extort from

them conceflions repugnant to the conftitution of
: ~ ' the
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the empire. They addrefled the throne on the
pernicious affertions of this publication, and the
dangerous tendency of the late conduct of the Irith
Parliament ; and affured the King of their determi-
nation to maiantain and preferve, tn a parliamentary
way, the dependence and fubordination of Ireland
to the imperial crown of the reaim.

In the reign of Anne and George, the riv 1 claims
of the throne of England, and the prevalent Catho-
licifm of Ireland, produced feveral aéts of Parlia-
ment, certainly of a very penal nature, againft per-
fons of the Romifh communion. The Kevolution
was the era of Britifh liberty ; it undermined the
antiquated and prieftly notions of palffive obedience

and hereditary right, and ufhered into thefe king-

doms a fober, falutary, rational, and ufeful free-
dom. The Catholic religion had conneed itfelf
with thefe political errors,” and was the faith of the
banifhed Monarch and his adherents in both king-
doms. And hence in England arofe the neceffity
of difcouraging, by civil difabilities, a profeffion of
men, whoie doétrines were hoftile to its new civil
arrangement, and whole minds were attached to he
fortunes of a family wholc claims of power were
incompatible with the political and rehigious liberty
of England  Rut the popery lac s in Ireland were
marked with peculiar and inconceivable feverity.
Not only the reafons for thofe acts of penalty which
exifted in England applied to Ireland ; but there
were others peculiar to herfelf, which fharpened
her refentment, and produced a feries of ftatutes by
no means creditable to her legiflative code. A very
confiderablechange had taken place in the pofleffion
of lands in Ireland, in confzquence of repealed for-
feitures, .and particularly the immenfe confifcation
which followed the triumph of the Houfe of Orange
in 1688, when 1,0%,000 plantation acres fell to
the difpofal of the Crown ; fo that in Ireland the

D2 jealoufy
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jealoufy of property wasadded to the virulence of
her religious diffenfion.  Befides, the great difpros

portion of Catholic to Proteftant made it alfo necef-.
fary to fupply paucity of numbers by additional mu«
niments tjs_om the legiflature ; and indeed the mea-

fures of the Irith Parliament during this period
went the whole extent that the moft jealous proprie-
tary or moft bigoted fanatic could require for the

fecurity of their acquired lands, and the afcendancy

of the Proteftant faith. We have lived, however,

to fee a complete f?aratlon of divinity and politics,

and the country of the Moft Catholic King become
the metropolis of irreligion and paganifm ; the tri-
ple crown has fallen, and by means of that very
power, whofe head once gloried in being eldeft fon
of the church, the fame nation whofe enthufiaftic
Chriftianity once covered the Eaft with her legions,

now embraces the infidelity fhe then perfecuted,
and paganifes the land fhe went to reclaim. The
Houfe of Styart is no more ; its misfortunes are
nearer our recollection than its power. The rights

of property in Ireland are confirmed by length of
time, by prefcription, by alienation, and acqui-

efcence.

The proportion of numbers in Ireland between
Catholic and Proteftant is now much varied in fa-
vour of the latter ; hence the penal laws have fur-
vived the neceflity which created them, and the
reafoning by which they were juftified. The dan-
ger to modern government arifes, not from the
theory of religionifts, but from the enemies of all
religion ; and therefore the laws which neceffity and
prudence demand for the prefervation of govern-
ment, and the fecurity of the public, thould have
a free and general operation ; not applying to dif-
tinét defcriptions of"fubjects, but making one divi-
{ion only, that of the juft and unjuft; thatall m%y

e



4

be enjoined the great precept of religion and policy
—I'ear God, and honour the King.

In 1719 the Irith Houfe of Pecrs afferted a right
of final judicature over all judgments and decrees
given in courts within the kingdom, and committed
to the cuftody of their Black Rod the Barons of the
Exchequer, who, in oppofition to their order, en<
forced the decree of the Englith Peers in the cafe of
Annefley and Sherlock. This attempt produced
the act of George the Firft, which declares, that the
Irifh Lords have not the appellant jurifdiétion, and
again repeats the dependency of the Crown of Ire-
land, and the fupremacy of the Britith Parliament.

In 1751 an appropriated {urplus remained in the
Irith Treafury, which the Duke of Dorfet, then
Lord Lieutenant, confented, in the King's name,
to apply to the difcharge of the national debt. The
Irith Parliament forbore ftating in the act which they
tran{mitted, this previous confent of the Crown :
the claufe, however, was introduced in England,
and afterwards received in Ireland with much diffa-
tisfation, as it was infifted there, that their own
Parliament was competent to appropriat: the refi-
duum without the King’s previous confent, notwith-
ftanding that the King had an independent heredi-
tary revenue in Ireland, and that the furplus in the
Exchequer refulted as well from the branches of
that revenue as from any other parts of the public
income ; which is a power that the Parliament of
England, under fimilar circumftances, could not
claim againft the Crown. And in 1753, on the re-
currence of this queftion, the amended a& from
England was rejected. However, the prerogative
of the Crown was vindicated, and the money was
iffued at the Treafury under the authority of a
King’s letter only.—Thefe diftthé fads, at differ-
ent Pcri,ods in the hiftory of Ireland, are enumera-
tedjto fhew the rife and growth of a difpofition for

Uy weakening

[ 39 ]



0 1

weakening the connetion with Britain, and eftab-
lithing an independent government.

The circumftances which follow, w hich have oc-
curred 1n the prefent reign, admit of no equivocal
conftrudion, and eftablith important conclufions.

In 1778, during the diffenfions of Great Britain
with her American colonies, petitions and claims of
rights were fet on foot among the peojle of Ireland
at that time, of a commercial nature only ; thefe,
however, grew in extent, and the public demand
became louder, as difficulties abroad and difcon-
tents at home embarraffed the King's government.
This clamour had its effect ; and what was called a
free trade was conceded by the Britith Parliament

Whenever the public mind is- inflamed by the
agitation of political queftions, which are firft ad-
vanced by a few of more fagacity than virtue, whofe
private purfuits are-mafked under the appearance of
public intereft, the conceffion of the national requett
will not ‘allay the ferment, or extinguifh the fire
which confames the public peace. ~Another grie=
vance calls for redrefs, or fome new privilege 1s
fuggefted, more important than the former and
without which, it is faid, the ftate cannot exift.
Thus conceffion leads to new demands, and the
public appetite grows with what it devours.

The attainment of commercial advantagea in ex-
tenfion of trade and removal of reftraints, was fol-
lowed immediately by demands of a conftitutional
nature, which went to change the frame of govern-
ment altogether. It wasinfinuated that freedom of
trade could be fecured only by independence in the
government : and the impofing analogy was ad-
vanced, that as, with the individual, he will not be
induftrious unlefs the fruits of his labour be fecured,
{o the capital of a nation will not expend itfelf in
commerce or manufacture, unlefs it has the fole pow-

er of its regulation. The tranfition therefore from
the
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the fubje& of trade to that of government was na-
tural and ealy; but as the latter goes more to the
feelings of menover whom pride has more domin‘on

than intereft, a greater degree of union and earneft-

nels.prevailed in Ireland upon this queftion than on
the former. The nation at length became extremely
agitated ; armed affociations covered the land, who'e

origin was for the meritorious defence of their coun-

try againft the common cnemy. :

The extent and multiplied demands of the war
in which Britain was then engaged had much redu-
ced the military eftablithment in Ireland ; and her
coaft having been more than once infulted by the
enemy, the government could not but applaud the
voluntary exertions of thofe who came forward in
the public fervice. Nothing, however, can fhow
more the want of ftrength, or the want of wifdom
of the government at that time, in fuffering a large
military force to rife in the country, totally inde-
pendant of its authority. Long experience has
fhown, that the beft inftitutions of human wifdom
are {ubjedl to abufe, and that good and evil are fo
intimately compounded, and fo infenfibly diftribu-
ted in all the allotments of human life, that nothing
can be faid to be abfolutely good which may not
partake of evil ; and no meafure to be fo conveni-
ent from which mifchief may refult. Had the vo-
lunteers of Ireland adhered to  their firft principles,
and kept in view the objet of their affociation, their
conduct would have been beyond all praife. When-
ever the neceflities of our country oblige us to af-
{ume a military chari&er, it thould be well under-
-ftood, and never for a moment forgotten, that the
exercife of civil rights is fufpended ; it is for their
final preferva ion that the foldier is created, who
may be called the great executive of the ftate, while
it is the citizen who legiflates ; and as“thele two
great powers of will and ation, of command and

o performance,
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performance, cannot combine in the ftate without
defpotifim, necither can they concentrate in the indi-
vidual without producing anarchy. INo principle
the Britifh conftitution can be fo clearly proved,
none is more fuitable to its wifdom, and certainly
none, in its application, contributes more to.the
tranquility, to the liberties, and to the happinels of
the ftate. | £ -9

The volunteers of Ireland, from foldiers. .became
politicians, and formed a military convention, in
perfect mimicry of the forms of Parliament, at the
very moment when the lawful government was in
the exercife of its funétions. Such was the ftate of
public affairs ; the intended cﬂ%&_ was produced,
and the Britith Parliament renounced all dominion
and authority within the kingdom of Ireland.

The continued pratice of popular conventions,
and of arbitrary, felf-formed affociations in Ireland,
for difcuffing and refolving on abftract queftions of
government, for exploring defects and fuggefting
innovations in the conftitution, have been highly
detrimental, and- have palpably contributed to the
arigin, formation, and fyftematic progrels of the
late rebellion. When it 1s confidered that thefe
queftions are dn their nature the moft difficult;
that erroncous nhotions concerning them are moft
dangerous 3 that the bulk of {ociety is not com-
peient, from learning, experience, or judgment, to
treat of them ; that the few who have capacity
may want integrity and virtue; it 1s clear,  that
fuch {ocieties are moft likely to hecome pernicious
inftruments of fedition and- treafon, inftead of a
médium for enlightening and improving the Public,
And hence well-regulated ftates have annexed con-
ditiens of ace and property to. the members of the

_legiflature, that its deliberations may be directed

hy the wifdom which refults from years and educa-
tion, and fecured by the virtue which dwells. with
independence.
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independence. The Convention Act of the prefent
Chancellor \in Ireland prevents all popular meetings
by elettion and delegation. The licentioulnels of
dfiginal {ocieties, however, has produced fuch fatal
confequences, as particularly to demand the noticé
of Parliameént. |

As foon as thé conftitutional change of 1782
was effected, and Ireland declargd an independent’
riation, new grievances were {tated for redrefs, new
evils were fuggefted for reformi, compldints were
made of inequality id the parliamentary reprefenta-,
tion, and the preponderance of Englifh influence.
The convention called for procuring the parliamen-
tary reform, openly, and in the moft unqualified
thanner, difcuffed the plan of imnovation; and to
raife the political importan e of this extraordinary
affembly, it had its fittings in the very metropolis,
attended by a confiderable guard of volunteers.
The Government at length’ faw its canger, it re-
mained firm, and the projett of correting and
new-modelling the parliamentary reprefentation has
hitherto failed. ‘

The friends of democracy, and thofe who withed
to eftablifh a feparate government in Ireland, find-
ing that their own power was infufficient to attain
their purpofes, and khowing that the great majo-
rity of the people of Ireland, being Catholics, and
excluded from the exercife of the eletive franchife,
were 1n a great meafure indifferent to the conftitu-
tional changes which were demanded ; they there-
fore applied themfclves to the fedution of the Ca-
tholics, and, fafpending the open purfuit of reform
and fepafation from England, applied their whole
force to procure a repeal of the penal laws, and the
admiffion of the Catholic body to the full partici-
patian of the conftitution. The very men who
were feeretly undermining the Government, and
had refolved on its complete fubverfion, were oblig-
ed, in furtherance of their defigns, to declaim pub-

' E licly
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licly on its excellenee, and the 1njultice of any
portion of the King's {ubjets being c_xclﬁ_ ed
from the full enjoyment of {fo admirable 2 ‘conf¥-
tution. The former method of ipeaking to Go-
vernment, - through the medium of “conventions
and national delegations, was again reforted to,.
and again fucceeded. However, before the Ca-
tholic convention thought proper to diffolve it-
felf, it veted the relolution for reform ; thus re-
quiting the {ervices of their new friends by reci-
procal obligation, and concurring in hoflility to
the conftitution, into which they had been admit-
ted. 4 :

In the year 17835, certain eommercial regulati-
ons refpecting the trade of the two countries occu-
pied the attention of their refpective legiflatures.
‘The propofitions offered by England have been
univerfally admitted as highly promoting the inter-
eft of Ireland. However, Great Britain confidered-
it effential to” the harmony of this adjuftment, and
for the further fatisfaction of both countries, that
the regulations of one (hould prevail in the other ;.
that the trade and manufafures of Great Britain
and Ireland fhould enjoy the fame freedom. and
feel the fame reftraint. On this exprefs condition
was it propofed, that thole laws which have created
and expanded  the .commercial power of England,
fhould be adopted occafionally in Ireland, in fimi-
lar cafes only, and enlarging and reftraining equal-
ly in both. As this {yftem manifeftly appeared
calculated to cement the interefts of the two coun-
tries, to affimilate their commercial fyftem, to ex-
clude the ealoufies of trade, and fully and deeply.
to blend the capital, the induftry, and talents of
both, the friends of dif-union were alarmed ; they
perceived that this meafure would produce the:
union which they deprecated, that it would bind
what they meant to untie: every oppofition, there-
fore, to the meafure was to be given. They repre-

- {ented
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{ented the conftitution of 1782 to be in danger; the.

people were told that their liverty and happinefs

could not furvive the ratification of this agreement.

Every art which could delude a credulous, unful-
pedting, uninveltigating nation, was praltifed, and
with fucce(s ; every topicof prileand {elf-import-
ance was urged to a people, whofe paffions, and
weaknefs, and propenfities have ever been the tri-

-umph of its enemies. The cqmrnercial deétail of
the - propofitions - was not examined ; 1t was loft in-

their conftitutional effett. The cry of condemna-

tion became general, and the meafure failed.

Singe the commencement of the prefent war,
England has experienced all the dificuliies which
are incident to the ftate of hoftility, and which re-

quired the utmoft vigilance and -exertion of her
‘Government. The common enemy has been un-

wearied in his aggreflions, and fingularly ative and

copious in his refources, He has profecuted the

war by internal treachery, and {ubdues nations by
detaching fubjects from their government. Among
the numerous objects which his principles have de-
luded, and his ftratagems beguiled, Ireland is molt
confpicuous and urax?jortunatc.. The enemy faw
that, through her, the power of Britain ‘might

receive an irrecoverable blow, and that the had net
only much to reward, But to folicit his attention.

Her puculiar government had generated much
abufe, which her imperfet conneflion with Eng-

land had rather promoted than correted. Great

inequality of civil rights had divided ber people ;

‘and a difpofition of hoftility towards Great Britain,

and for thedfeparation of the countries, had pro-

"greffively advanced. The enemy has fully availed

himfelf of the ftate of Ireland and befides the ac-
tivity of ‘his enmity towards great Britain in every
way in which fhe was vulnerable, bis interference
has  courted and invited by the difaffetted in Ire-

lands., To refer to the particulars of the correfpon-
: AT - dence
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dence between the French Government and the So-
cieties of United Irithmen is unneceffary. The Re-
port of the Committees of both Houfes laft feflions
1s full and fatisfactory in its developement, not only
of the rebellion itfelf, but of all the preceding fteps
and machinations which led to the unhappy confe-
quences, and prepared and organized the nation for
open violence. This Report contains a demonttra-
tion as clear as the mind of man can expect en any
fubject, that to feparate thefe countrieswas the fole
ruling object of the Unired Societies; that all
their demands of reform and of juftice to the Ca-
tholic, were colourable only, they were pretences
to deceive the unthinking, to bribe the interefted,
and to force Government to conceffions, which by
oradual encroachment would undermine its whole
fyftem. The founder of the Society of United
Irithmen in Dublin, the mifery of whofe laft days
fhould convey fome morality to the wicked, made it
the bafis and the firft principle of the Irith Union,
that connexion with Britain was ruinous to Ireland.
It is this paramount abject only which gives confift-
ency and wniformity of character to all the meafures
and proceedings of that execrable Society : and this
fame principle, Tone maintained on his trisl, and
{ealed with his death : and one of the felf-convicted
traltors, nOw in cuftody, had the confidence to make
the fame profeflion at the bar of Parliament, and to
enter particularly into argument that Treland could
exift as ‘an independent nation unconnected with
Great Britain. And it does appear by the fame par-
liamentary report that it was determined {folemnly
by the Union not to be diverted from their great

purpofe by any conceffion of Parliament, or any
agcquiefcence to their demands. hide

‘After the review which has been taken of the

hiftory of Ireland, and the particular facts which

have been adduced, the fupplement of evidence

which is furnithed by the late rebellion, eftablifhes,

st ' ‘ | beyond
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bevond all doubt, thata great degree of reftlefinels
ang difquiet has long prevailed in Ireland ; that her
lower claffes of people have been uniformly turbulent
and untra@able, qualities which indifpofed them
to the dominion of England, from the peaceful ha-
bits and fubordination it would produce; that reli-
‘ous difference and the jealoufies of property for-
feited by rebellion, and transferred to Englifh fet-
tlers, have promoted and inflamed their prejudices ;
and that they are ignorant, perfidious, and credulous.
It appears al{o, that the American war, and'the revo-
lution in France, bave produced a {trong difpofition
forchange, and for new-modelling eftablifhed govern-
ments ; that this fpirit has had extenfiveinfluence in
Ireland ; that the American war {eparated Ireland
from the Englith Legiflature; that the conduét of
the Irifh Parliament in 1789 endangered the only
connexion which remained, that of the exccutive ;
and that in the prefent war the depencency of Ire-
land on the Englith Crown has been p-eferved by
the force of arms only..
A feries of continual efforts anticipated the con-

. ftitutional change of 1782..  From the time of the

Revohition attempts had been made to eftablith a
feparate legiflature, and the embarrafiment of Bri-
tain in the American war produced its accomplith-
ment. The King’s. malady and {ufpenfion of the

"royal power produced the extraordinary decifion in

1789 ; and the confpiracy and rebellion in 1798
were preceded by the reception of French principles,
the new: enthufiaim of democracy, and by relterat-
ed complaints.againft the {yftem of corrupt influ-
ence, whichhalter the feparation of the legiflatures
remained e only poffible mode of keeping the
countries "together ; and this confpiracy and rebel-
lion took effect when Britain was involved in a war,
the unprecedented nature of which required that fhe
fhould dire& her wholeattention, and pour out her
whole ftrength, againtt the efforts of the common
enemy. . ' Every
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Every man therefore who regards the Britith
empire 1S calicd upon to confider with feriox_(ﬁ"gfs
-and aticauon the prefent flate of Ireland.  “That
there exifts within that country a confiderable body
of men ftrongly difpofed to effect a difmemberment
of the empire, is beyond feepticifm to deny ; and
that this di([;)oﬁtiou 1s arttully concealed under pub-
Jic profeflions of attachmeut to the conititution of
‘England, and of claims for its full paruc'fpation by
reforming the patliameniary reprefemtauon, and
giving the people more cinicucy, isequally clear and
indifputable. "And it canuot be denicd that the
vices of the Irith government, its arittocracy, and
enlarged and ungualiied corruption, are fufficient
to give colouring to popular. complaints, and to
alienate the people {rom a connection with Eng--
land, which {eems to require fuch odious aud mif-
chievous fupports. Thele vices can be no longer
toleraied. A government which defpifes public
opinion cannot long exift = The public authorities
fhould be refpected, and the people fhould have
confidence in the legiflature. When abules are
carried to an extent which no one attempts to juf-
tify, which all are ready to condemn, and which
provoke fome to a@ls of rebellion, the public fatety
1s endangered, and this danger is much heightened
by the extraordinary occurrences of thefe days, in
which the fall of an ancient and venerable monarchy
has fhaken the ftates of Europe to their foundation,
and in which an idfolent and prefumptuous demo-
cracy affeds univerfal dominion by her principles
as well "as arms. Ireland has confederated, and
Britain is at war with this democracy. If it ftood
therefore on the mere footing of policy and of felf-
intcreft with Great Britain, it is impoflible for her
any longer to fleep over the affairs of Ireland; fhe
cannot abandon her to the enemy ; fhe cannot con-
fent to her own difmemberment and difgrace. But'

<laims of a higher nature and views, fuch as be-
i come
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come Great Britain, call for her immediate inter-
ference.  The late rebellion has rekindled the heat
of religious bigotry, and revived the animofities of
party. Thele divifions in Ireland are marked with
uncommon virulence, and accompanied with pecu-
liar atrocities. To reprefs their violence and ex-
tend the King’s protection to all his Irith fubjects,
is now a difficult exertion of hi: government’; but
the very moment in which the prefent vigilance is
intermitted, or that any change of government is
conceded, which fhall leflen the King’s influence in
Ireland, and augment the” popular power, at that
inflant the torch of civil fury will again light that
unhappy country to new {cenes of murder and de-
folation ~The United Irifhmen and the whole clafs
of the difaffe-‘ed are now dire@ing their whole at-
tention to force a larliamentary Réform. In this
purfuit they are joined by many men of good inten-
tions, who lament the prefent faults in the mode of
adminiftering the governmeut of Ireland, but who:
have not examined the erigin of thefe faults, nor
the neceflity which has produced and continues
them, and who are equally unconfcious and unfuf-
pe&ting of the confequences which would infallibly
refult from the attainment of fuch a meafure. A
democratic Houle of Commons in Ireland, and con-
nection with England, cannot exiit together ; they
are incompatible. England would foon be driven
to the deplorable neceflity of maintaining her do-
migion by direét and continued war, or abandoning
Ireland to tse extravagance of popular afcendancy,
and the defigas of the common enemy. Thatan

- independent. Houfe of Commons would eftablith a

republic in Iveland is as certain as any event can be
which ig future, and which the mind of man can
forefée and anticipate, rcafoning from what has
happened, to what:nay hapnen, from the certainty
of ‘paft _experienc: 10 the probable dependency of
like effects on like caufes in the great feries of hu-

' man
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man a&ion, and feeling at the very moment of this.
deduétion that it fhares in that great progreliion
which filently, though rapidly, is accclerating the.
confequences it predicted. i iy

[t is not in vain that the providence of Ged, in
fome inftances, imparts to man a portion, of his
intellet, to penetrate into the future, and forefee
the revolutions of time. Human natureis feldom
vifited by misfortune without deferying it, and
knowing that it proceeds from its own omiffion or
offence ; and never does God {pread before his
creatures the pit of deltfion and tate, without giv-
ing'them faculty to fee and avoid it.

The moment has therefore eome, in which the
government of Great Britain 1s,urged by its own in-
tereft, by its parental duty rowards Ireland, by the
irrefiftible claims of that great portion of the Irifh
people who iffued from herloins, who fhare lier re-
ligious faith, and whole property refts on Englifh

 title ; and, above all, by the charaéeriftics of the
Englith nation, her order, humanity and religion,
to fave Ireland,. without delay, from the evils
which impend, and the deftruction to which (he 1s
expofed. Whatever difficulties may impede an im-
mediate incorperation, whatever inconvenience may
attend the prefent agitation of this mealure, they
are as nothing to the embarrafiment which will ac-
crue, and the direful neceflity in which fhe will be
involved, if the prefent occafion be negleted, and
the {chemes of the difaffe¢ted prevail. Her mag-
nanimity will encounter danger if it exift ; there
willbe none if the is firm ; fhe will regard as idle
found the clamour which is raifed by the flupid
politics of fome, and the wickednefs of others ; and
true to the great charaéter of her nation, fhe will
conduét herfelf with wifdom, ghilanthropy, and
juftice. ‘

THE END.



