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FREE THOUGHTS,

IF there are any political axioms whick will not
admit of a doubt in this fceptical age, the fol-
lowing are of the number :

Firft, that the wealth of every free, well-go-
verned country, depends on the amount of its
natural and acquired advantages,

Secondly, that it is neceffary to have a perfec
knowledge of both, before it is poffible to know
what burdens any country can bear,

Woe to the Nation that lofes fight of the
Golden Rule fo abfolutely neceffary to obferve
in every tranfadtion of life! £ modus in re-
bus. Al} hiftory confirms this truth, that the
negle of it has brought ruin on the greateft and
moft flourithing Empires.

¥ love
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I love my Country, I hope, as well as moft
men in it, but I do mnot look on her with the
fame prejudiced eye that many of my couﬁtry-
men do. National pride, when mif-placed, of-
ten does great mifchief, as it renders us blind
to her wants and defetts, and makes us over-
rate her ability, whilft pride of the manhood and
virtue of native chara&er, muft ever be pro-
ductive of the happieft effeés.. This it is which
excites the brave Grifong, happy in their fnowy
mountains and their independance, to make a
glorious ftand againft the mighty, all-grafping
power of the French tyrants. A freehold,”
fays Addifon, “though it be but in the fnow,
will make the owner ‘pleafed with the poffeflion, |
and ftout in the defence of it.”

How often have I heard it afferted, that Ire-
14nd is poflefled of far more mnatural advantages
than her Sifter Kingdom ;—but that unfortu-
nately, fhe did not know how to make a proper
ule of them. This, if I miftake not, has been
already produdtive of bad confequences, and
will, I fear, be attended with worfe if we re-
main under the fame unfortunate delufion. It is

from a with to prevent this, and to refcue my
Country



Country from an imputation of Boeotian ﬁup{_
dity, that I thall endeavour to fhew fhortly, but..
fairly and impartially, to the beft of my judg:
ment, the mif-conception on this matter :

-Firft, as to climate, that the Irifh climate is
more temperate than the Englifh, is univerfally
acknowleged, as it is that the Englith climate
is much drier and warmer than ours; and it is
owing to thofe caufes, that their wheat and pulfe
of every kind are better in general than what we
raife. Even in England the Eaftern part of it,
owing to the fame caufes, produces better wheat
than the Weftern part *,  f

Similar caufes ever :prd-duce fimilar effeéts.
The wheat raifed in the South-weft parts of Ire-
land, it is well known, is of an inferior quality
to that which is produced in the dryer parts.
Can there be a ftronger proof, that even in our
eftimation, Englith wheat s better than our
own, than that we get it at a confiderable ex-

A Brownn‘ig inhis treatife on Salt fays, that about thirty
tnches of water fall avnually in the neighbourhood of Ply-
mouth, and about twenty in the eaftern part of England.

pence
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. pence for feed ? nor can this be attributed to any
other caufe than difference of climate ; for there
are feveral farms in different parts of Ireland,
and fome very near the Capital, as highly cul-
tivated as any In England. Have we not been
for above fixty years endeavouring in vain to
raife Hops, an article which drains us annually
of fo large a fum? and to what other caufe than
the wetnefs of our climate can our failure be
attributed? How unfuccefsful have all the at-
tempts made here not to depend on foreigﬁ feed
for our Staple, in falt, our only manufacture,
proved #—Are we mnot obliged to import, not
only our garden-feeds, but moft part of the arti-

ficial grafs-feeds we ufe, from the wetnefls of our
climate ?

With refpect to the Soil of the two countries,
it is more difficult to fpeak with precifion. Moft
of the low flat grounds in each, produce as rich
herbage probably as any in Europe, but from
England’s containing in proportion more vale
ground than Ireland, it has here an advantage in
my opinion. With refpeét to the high grounds
in each, there is no comparifon, as every one

muft be fenfible who has feen the hills in various

parts



-parts of England covered with rich crops of Sain-
foin raifed without the affiftance of manure.
Why it fhould not anfwer here I will not pretend
to fay, but that it has nat in more than twenty
places, and a variety of foils in which I have
known it to be fown, I am certain. This beautifui
grafs has a vait advantage over broad clover, not
only becaufe it continues in the ground five or
fix times as long, but becaufe it flourithes on
ground that would not produce quarter of a crop
of clover.
OF TURNIPS.

THE immenfe benefit which England derives
from this moft valuable root is incalculable, and
no perfon who has paid the leait attention to their
growth in the fandy foils of England, will pre-
tend that ithe few turnips raifed here are any
way comparable to them: Indeed we have very
little of that ground in Ireland, and the root,
(as has been juftfy obferved by Mr. Young) is in
moft places very near the furface. This root
would alone give a decided advantage to England
over any country where it could not be cultivated
with equal fuccefls from the nature of the foil.

From



From what has been faid it by no means fol
lows, that becaufe the fifter kingdom has been
in fome refpects more fayoured by nature, therefore
agriculture fhould not flourifh in Ireland ; for-
tunately, we know from experience the contrary,
and that no country in Europe has made fo rapid
a progrefs in it within thefe few years.as Treland—
thanks to our corn laws and to the enlightened
framers of them.

The remarks of Adam Smith in his Wealth of
Nations, are furely very juft, and are highly
deferving our attention ;== Thas in agriculture
* the labour of the rich country is not always much
“ more productive than the labour of the poor, or
“ at leaft it is never fo much more produltive as it
commonly is “in_ manufactures.” ’And again,
¥ that in propertion as a greater fEare of the capital
“ of any eountry is employed in agriculture, the
“ greater would be the quantity of productive labour
“ wbhich it puts into motion within the country, as

(44

(19

will likewife be the walue which its employment
adds te the annual produce of the land and labour
“ o the fociety.”

(<4

Notwithftanding



Notwithftanding the progrefs we have made, a
great deal yet remains to be done ; for example : the
Oats we export, particularly from our fouthern
ports, is confidered in general in England to be ofa
very indifferent quality, and inferior even to that
which they get from the Baltic. - Now, that cannot
be owing to the wetnefs of our climate, for it is a
grain little affected, if at all, as the more tender grains
wheat and barley are, by the humidity of the air; the
remedy, therefore, is probably in our own power,

OF FISHERIES.

ABOUT twenty years ago we were made to be.

* lieve that we had an inexhauftible mine of wealth in

the different fitheries on our fea-coaft, and large fums
of the public money were applied to the encourage-
ment of them, but, alas ! allour fanguine hopes turn-
ed out vifionary, and the fingle‘pilchard fifhery on
the coaft of Cornwall brings more money into Eng-
land in one year than all our coaft fitheries bring
into this kingdom in ten years ; nay, we are obliged
to import Swedifh and Scotch herrings for the con-

{umption of our poor. ;
That the fouth-welt coaft of this kingdom was fre-
quented for a great part of laft century, and the be-
ginning of this, by immenfe fhoals of pilchards and
herrings is certain ; the remains of the edifices erect-
ed for curing them and extralling the oil are ftill
extant, which fhews, that at all times a plenty of
fith on the coaft has eftablifthed fifheries, and muft
continue fo to do whillt mankind are governed by a
regard
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regard to their own intereft. ‘The moneylaid out
lately to encourage our fitheries was produive of
the worft of confequences, by holding out premiums
for perjury, and unfortunately for the merals of
mankind, thisis too often prattifed in other coun-
tries as well as in this.

OF THE COMMON FUEL OF IRELAND.

Next to food, fuel is the moft effential article in
every country in a northern climatey for without it
food is of little ufe ; but this is more particularly the
cale in Ireland, on account of potatoes being the
principal food of our people, which compels them
to make three fires every day—very different from
the labouring poor of England, who live on bread.
Turf, which formerly abounded in every part of Ire-
land, muft now in feveral places be brought from a
very confiderable diftance, many of the turf bogs
having been worn out, and where that is the cafe,
the poor cottager has nothing to depend upon to boil
his potatoes but furze, which too frequently he can-
not get to purchafe, except at a very remote dif-
tance from his cabin. The confequence of this is,
that his young children are in their early infancy

“taught to fteal fmall bundles of furze from off the

hedges, or wherever elic they can get them, to boil
their daily food, and it is much to be feared that thofe
trifling andinfome meafure pardonablethefts oftenlay
the foundation of their afterwards committing crimes
which fubject them to capital punifhment, for every

perfonmuftbefenfibleof the eafy tranfitionfrom fmali
‘ to
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to great crimes. Even in thofe parts where turf
bogs {till abound, turf is a much more precarious
fuel than coals, as we know from fatal experience,
that in wet fummers it cannot be properly faved ;
befides, it does not anfwer the purpofe of coals
for moft of the different manufadures to which
the latter are applied. That we have a few col-
lieries is true,but how little the kingdom in general
benefit by them I need not mention. On the
other hand, the numerous coal mines in every
part of England conftitute the principal fource of
its aftonithing wealth, by putting in motion the va-
rious and extenfive manufa&ures of every kind
which depend entirely on coals.

To contrait the metallic mines of thé two coun-
tries would be toe ridiculous, unlefs I was to
bring into the account the idle tales with which
the public were fo long amufed of our wonder-
ful gold mine:—Are we then to repine, that a
fifter Kingdom, with which this Country is fo
clofely connefed, and I truft will ever remain fo
by the ftrongeft bond that can unite two nations,
that of mutual intereft, enjoys far greater na-

tural advantages, not only than Ireland, but than
' ' | any
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any other country of the Tame extent on the face
of the globe ; which I am convinced is the cafe,
and that her acquired advantages are in propos-
tion greater than thofe of any other country, as
they muft ever be, under a free Conftitution,
where property is held facred ? Surely not.. We
have abundant reafon to be thankful to Provi-
dence for the great bleflings we enjoy ; the firft
and greateft which can be conferred.on man is a
temperate, wholefome climate, exempt from the
extremes of heat and cold. No country in Eu-
rope can rival Ireland in this; and but few in
“the fertility of her foil, which produces in
great abundance all the neceffaries of. life. If
it be true, that we have not made the moft of
our advantages, let' it not be entirely attri-
tuted to the floth or indolence of the natives.
The Scotch have mnever been charged with
either ; and it would be unjuft if they were.
Yet it 13 allowea in Scotland, that more country
labour would be performed in feveral parts of
England, for a given {um of money, though the
price of day labour was dearer there than in Scot-
land. Whatever be the caufe of this, it (hews
clearly, that the incorporation of countries is not
always produdive of the good confequences ex-

pected
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pefted from it. In fa&, there is another caufe
which operated powerfully to the difadvantage of
this kingdom ; and, when I mention the authos"

rity on which I found my opinion, I believe it
cannot be queftioned. M. Pitz, in his Spéech
in fupport of the Union, on the"twenty-fourth
of laft month, /faid that his country followed, Sor
one hundred years, a.wvery narrow policy with
regard to Ireland, and that it manifefied a very ab-
Jurd jealoufy, concerning the growthy produce and
manufacture of this country ; but he did not choofe
to mention that Ireland has been treated in a
very different manner fince 5782, the confequen-
ces of which we all know and feel.

God forbid that Irifhmen fhould envy the in-°

habitants of the fifter Kingdom the numerous
fuperior advantages which they enjoy ! nar can
they conceive that the very few they poffefs thould
be'an obje¢t of envy to them. We are not, we
cannot be, their rivals in trade, even if we had
capitals fufficient for it. Nature has denied
Ireland the principal raw materials ; and no art,
no money ean remedy this—even our fine cloath-
Ing ‘wool is much inferior to the Englith ; and
that itis likely to continue fo, I could give ftrong

reafons,
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reafons, but that they would lead me too faf. -
As to importing the raw materials from England,
and working them up here by means of Englith
capitals, thatindeed would be a very extraordi-
nary fpeculation, and which I fuppofe no Englifh

manufa&urer ever thought of.

It is true, that there are fome manufa&ures
which are fupplied with the raw material brought
from a confiderable diftance, and a heavy expence
of carriage, owing to-particular circumftances.
The filk of Italy is manufattured at Lyons. The
wool of Scotland is worked up in Yorkfhire ; and,
by the way, this is.a pretty ftrong proof that
Englithmen are not fond of quitting their own
country, to engage in {peculations in an adjoining
country, though governed by the fame Legifla-

ture.

The fallowing remark of Adam Smith, was fent to the
Printer’s too late for infertion in the fir/? Edition :

Compare, fays he, the cultivation of the lands
in the neighbourhood of any confiderable town
with that of thofe which lie at fome diftance from
it, and you will eafily fatisfy yourfelf how much

the
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the country is benefitted by the commerce of the
town. Vol. 2, page 156, Dublin Edit.

What comparifon is there between the number
of confiderable towns in the fifter Kingdom ¢ No
capital, however large, could make an adequate
compentfation for this great differenee, as no capi-
tal could produce the materials which created the
difference. The various rich manures peculiar to
confiderable towns, foot, foap afhes, bones, ftreet
dung, &c. This alone gives an incalculable ad-
vantage to the agriculture of the fifter country.

FINIS.
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