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TR OM an unforefeen Accident, whic mﬂ e Manufcript, the
Publication of thefe Letters has been nece '“%ﬁaf'ded. This will ac-
count for the apparent Inaccuracy, w ich flates, that Catholic Emanci-
pation had not, this Year, been propofed in Parliament. The main Ar- .
gument is not affected, and therefore, it has been fuffered to remain, as
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DEDICATION.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS

ENNISKILLEN AND KINGSBOROUGH.

MY LORDS,

T H'E Contents of the following Pages will,
truft, affign a fufficient Reafon for my prefuming to
dedicate them to your united Protection. Written
from the moft difinterefted Motive, the Prefervation
; of my Country’s Honour, it is natural for me to felelt
thofe honourable Patrons, whofe Patriotic Princi-
ples, and determined Loyalty mark their Characlers
in Public life, as their amiable, Social Virtues diftin-

guifb them in Private. .

Theugh it may appear Jingular, my Lords, that
the Name of that exalted Perfon to whom the Letters
are feparately jaddreffed, is 10t included in their
Dedication ; 1 muf# take the Liberty fo obferve, that
as they were originally defigned to meet bis Lord-
fbip’s Eye,.in a daily Paper, in the Moment of his
Confultation. with the Britifb Cabinet, a cafualty
having prevented their Appearance in Time ; the
Purpofe for which they were qwritten confequently
failed in effect.  The publifbing them therefore, n
their prefent Form, becomes no longer a Private, but

a Public concern.
| Befides,
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Befides, my Lords, I confidered, that if his Lord-
Jbip difagrees with me in Principle, the Dedication
of fuch a Work, might appear rather as an Infult
than a Compliment ; but if his Lordfbip’s Principles
coincide with mine, he never can be offended, at be-
ing addreffed in concert with Noblemen of fuch dif-
tinguifbed Characters.

My Lords, your King refpecls you ; your Country
adores you—nor can * the Infolence of Office,”
ever affet the Patriot, the Virtuous, the Loyal, and

~ the Brawve!

May the Spirit that bas united you in the mutual
Support of all that is facred to Humanity, in defpite
of ¢ the proud Man’s contumely,” cement your
Breafts in an everlafting Union, to the permanent
Honour of your God, your Country, and your King !

I am,
My Lorps,

(With all due deference and refpec, )
The bumble Admirer of your Virtues,

And very obedient bumble Servant,

MARCUS CURTIUS.



O THE PUBLIC.

TH‘E following Lettets were written, as may be
feen by referring to the annexed dates, on the firft
alarm of' a projected Union between Great Britain
and Ireland ; and were defigned for publication in
one of the London Papers, the Author’s connex-
tons making his temporary refidence in England
unavoidable, fed “ Coelum non animum mutat,”
but the Editor, to whom the manufcript was' en-
trufted, waiting for a confirmatior of what was
then confidered only as an idle report, prevented
the Author’s defign from taking place within a
convenient time ; and he now offers it collectively
for the public perufal.

Having dedicated a few days to a neceffary re-
vifal, he finds in the interim that a report prevails,
that the {cheme for a Union is not likely to be
brought forward in the courfe of the prefent Se/-
JSions.—But that dees not deter the Author from
publifhing his fentiments; as the attempt, however
over ruled by the critical fituation of the moment, is
1o favourite a projefl ever entirely to be excluded
from the contemplation of the Cabinet ; and the more
opportunity the Public have to confider the mea-

fure in its true light, the more likely they will be
to



~ to judge with candour of the benefitsor di(};dvdn- | &
| tages which may enfue from its adoption.—Time s,
will alfo produce this happy effect, that the public
mind will not be biaffed or {wayed by ,imc,{npc__g&m 7

or indecent aéts of oppofition. S

The reprefentatives of the people may thus be
calmly affured of the confequences that muft natu-
rally attend their defection from the principles of
the Conflitution. In a cafe like this they-muft be
{enfible, that unlefs their votes are fanéhioned by
the united voice of the eleors, they cannot pof-
fibly part with the moft minute atom of that awful
truft which has been folely invefied in them for the
good of the Commonwealth ; but without the fhadow
of a permiflion, to delegate their authority to any
man, or fet of men, on the face of the earth., ‘The
moment they infiinge on.a particle of that truft,
they are tacitly fuppoled 7o confent to the ruin of the
Conftitution; in confequence they violate their par-

- liamentary oath, are guilty of treafon againft their

country; /o fafto abdicate their feats, and are no
longer Members of the Lith Parliament! This 1 an’
sncontrovertible faft, imierwoven with the very naiure
of the Confitution.

As to inftruétions offered in general in refpect to
modifications of the law, or the various bufine(s of
Parliament, they never can be fuppofed to mean
moré than advice ; nor can there, in common Juf-
tice, be any offence taken; if fuch advice, how-
ever refpected, is not implicitly adhered to, itis

the great part of the duty of reprefcntatives *“ pro
“ bono
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* bono confulare” Tt is for that fole purpofe that
they are felected from the great body of the people,
but if they.are not allowed to exercife their own
Judgment, ufe their own difcretion, or have their
ears open to conviction, they become the moft ufe-
lefs, contemptible charaéters in exiftence; and the
ayes and noes might as well be conveyed to the
Speaker through the medium of the couaty poft.

If it is fact that the Britith Cabinet have, for the
prefent, dropped the execution of their defign, they
have acted molt wifely, and again deferve the public
confidence ; and the Author will have to congratulate
the friends of Ireland on the adoption of fuch a
prudent conduct ; but if it fhenld prove otherwife,
let hig countrymen be fteady to their rights, but
fcrupuloufly loyal; firm in preferving their inde-
pendence, but decent.and peaceable in the means
they may find neceffary to.purfue to obviate the
unhappy confequencés. Let them add: to mode-
ration, prudence—totability, virtue—being affured
that the contrary conduét muft bring indelible dii-
grace on the moft upright caufe. The life of the
meaneft individual, loft in a political difference, is
fufficient to mar the faireft profpect, and bring down
the curfe of the Almighty. on the land.

They have a fad proof before them of the con-
fequences. m\‘mg from an intemperate zeal in pub-
lic affairs; they have feen that it has been in the
power of one repiile, whom they nourithed with ten-

~ dernefs, and for whofe fupport they emptied their
‘exchiequer; by his violent mealures, to facrifice their

wives,
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wives, their children, their friends, their all that was
dear in the eyes of humanity, to the accurfed demon
of a reftlefs and wicked ambition!—and they have
feen a hundred thoufand men, actuated by the fame
horrid caufe, transformed, even from the femblance
of human nature, into monfirous prodigies from Hell,
led on by this infernal Prince of Darknefs. Oh! is
there ¢ no curfe, no thunder, in Heaveu’s ftore,
¢ to blaft that man who owes his greatnefs to his
* country’s ruin £”*

* Never were Cicero’s words more applicable than to this
man’s charaer when he exclaims — ¢ O fortunatam Ref-
publizam, fi quidem hanc fentinam hujus urbis ejecerit 2 una
mehercule Catilina exhaufto, relevata mihi, et recreata Ref-
publica videtur.” "

Orat. Cic, in Catilinam.
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THE

MELANCHOLY CONSEQUENCES

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND.

-LETTE-R I

O&ober 18th, 1798.
MY LORD,

YOUR arrival in this country at the prefent
period having given room to yaripus conjectures,
and «he baneful projett of uniting Ireland with
Great Britain being affigned as the original and
chief motive for your appearance in the Britifh
Cabinet ; permit an'individual, whofe temporary

3 "5 refidence,



2 #

refidence, and family alliance in this country,
have not extinguithed the fmalleft fpark of -that
amor Patrizz which, from his earlieft remem-
brance, glowed in every vein, to addrefs you on
this awfully important fubject. Conjeture, it 1s
true, may be, on this occafion, as it frequently 1s,
very erroneous, but the alarm has been general—
the public mind is preparing for the event—the
intelligence is communicated through the channel
of every newfpaper—*¢ the trumpet is blown over
the land—the warning has been given o the
people”—and it is full time for every watchman
immediately to repair to his poft, to face even
the approach of danger, to oppofe the invafion of
his moft facred rights, as he values his own peace
and independence, or the liberty and honour of
millions yet unborn! :

There is no man, my Lord, who can entertain
a higher opinion of your Lordfhip’s integrity and
abilities, than the writer of this addrefs—a native
of the fame country—a member of the fame Uni-
verfity—attached to Royalty and Government by
the fame principles—and a zealous admirer of your
unparalleled magnanimity, your great powers and
information, and your fteady, invariable adherence
to the moft unbiafled Juftice: Bur, he is at the fame
tinte convinced, that the infinuating arts of an in-
triguing Court, and the fophiftry of men nurtured
from their infancy in the wily craft of governing,
may enfnare even wifdom herfelf, and transfer

honefty ¢ from its true fhape and likenefs” to
aflume
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affume a counterpart with a wondrous celerity.
I do not mean to infinuate that the fineffe of

Courts naturally leads to corruption.—God for-
bid, that I fhould make a charge of fuch a nature

againft any refpe@able body of men!—there are

this moment, I moft ferioufly believe, men of the
FIRST INTEGRITY in the Cabinet, as I am certain
there are of the FIRsT ABILITIES. It is but lately

“that we have feen the venerable Camden, that

bulwark of true Liberty, clofing his honourable
day in the fervice of the prefent Adminiftration—
a man who never would have joined in counfel
with the moft potent Government that ever di-
reGed the Britith helm, were he not convinced of

- its general integrity—and we ftill enjoy, in the

perfon of his amiable fucceffor, all his magnani-
mity and virtue—and any man that maturely
weighs the difficulties that the Premier Minifter
has to combat with, fhould rather admire his ex-
tenfive abilities, than endeavour to depreciate his
merits—but, my Lord, the moft upright defigns
may turn out the moft dangerous in effet; as
it is evidently a bold undertaking for an indi-
vidual, however extenfive his talents, to oppole
his own powers againft the united influence of
a compalt Adminiftration in this country, every
man, in the leaft interefted in the prefent mo-
mentous proje&, has therefore reafon to appre-
hend for your Lordfhip’s political fafety, with
the fame dread that a pilot would entertain for
his veflel, when approaching the gulph of that

vortex
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vortex which mariners defcribe in the Norwegian
feas ; though, I moft ferioufly believe, that if there
is a man in his Majelty’s dominions capable of
with{tanding the feducing arts of a Britifh Minif-
ter, it is your Lordfhip.—Perhaps, as the world
goes, fuch cunning and addrefs are not only very
excufable, but are abfolutely neceflary ; and the in-
trigues of Government (however fingular the
affertion) may be the dire fource of peace and
happinefs to the community at large=—for I believe
there is no impartial man, of the leaft refletion,
that will ferioufly affert, but that he conceives
it pofiible, for two or three individuals, folely de-
pending on their own uprightnefs and integrity,
to govern with abfolute franknefs and candour the
jarring intereft of millions of people, who even
in the common concerns of life are perpetually at
variance with each other, every man priding him.
felf on his own fuperior addrefs, and, in refpet ta
the Government of their country, all contending
who fhall be the moft expert at perplexing or de-
frauding it.—Excufe, my Lord, this little digref-
fion—Dbut as I write for no party, I am not athamed
to fpeak the truth, even ifit fhould militate againft
my own caule.—Befides, I am .anxious to prove
to your Lordfhip, and the public, that neither my
heart, or my pen, are guided by any principle of
ungenerous oppofition, or difaffetion to Govern-
ment.—No, my Lord, I will put my hand to that
heart, and fay, that there is not a man in his Ma-
jelty’s dominions, who entertains a ftricter refpet
for,



*for, and a ftronger attachment to, his religion,

his country, and his King, than the humble indi.
vidual whom the complexion of the times thus
forces from his obfcurity to addrefs you.—Iq 13
that very affe@ion for the Confiitution, as it Is,
that makes him dread any encroachment, induces
him to defend the principles which fupport it, and
to contribute his mite to prevent its ruin by amil-
guided policy.—After the above folemn affurance,
let me fee the man, who will be bold énough to
challenge me with difloyalty, and ' will'in return,
challenge him to prove, like the wife ‘of Bratus,
whofe blood runs the pureft in our veins, in any
caufe not militant againf® the lawos of my God, or
where my King or Country may réquire the Jacrifice!
It will be impoflible for me, my Lord, after
this long (perhaps too tedious) exordium, to en-
ter at'prefent into the merits of the caufe which
induced me to addrels ‘you.—Thofe I muft defer
until I next take the liberty of refuming my pen.
I will then, as impartially as poffible, confider the
Union of the two countries in every {eparate point
of view—fhew its dangerous tendency in true co-
lours, and faithfully write what I know to be the
opinion of ghoufands, aling in this relpet, only
as the candid echo of public opinion —In the
mean time, my Lord, I cannot avoid remarking,
that the planﬁing fucha meafure at sucH A Time,
favours ftrongly of the Quixotical fpirit that in-
fluences Buonaparte and his atheiftical fet of de-
mons to new colonize the deferts of Egypt, and
Heayen grant that the bald defign may not expe-
rience
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pared to the probable evils that miniftry may have
to furmount on this enterprize ?—I very much
fear, that they muft firlt lay defolate a populous
country, inhabited by souLs OF FIRE, who, with
hearts cafed in fteel, will cement in one impene-
trable mafs to oppofe the meafure,
nothing but a favage wild to conquer~—Oh, my
Lord, let plain unvarnifhed Truth tell her own
tale; and may her candour compenfate for her
feeming freedom of expreflion! It is better to
probe the wound, than, froma fatal delicacy, per-
mit it to ulcerate !—I take the liberty, my Lord,
of fubfcribing in the name of a man, whofe pa-

triotifm, at the inftant expence of his life, once

clofed the gap that threatened to deftroy his

country.
Your LORDSHIP'S

Obedient humble Servant,

MARCUS CURTIUS.

and leave .

ience a fimilar defeat !—What, my Lord, are
" burning fands and wandering Arabs when com-




TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND.

e T e Y

BEREER 1

O&ober 19th, 1798.
MY LORD,

A UNION of the two kingdoms has been, for
many years, at different periods, the familiar
. topic of converfation with politicians, and among
individuals in private life; who fcarce underftand
what fuch a'jun&ion means. We are there-
fore fo familiarized with- the fubject, that when
revived by fome fudden rumour, we confider it
as only the old legénd renewed to diverfify the
chit-chat of the day; and, therefore, we contemp-
late its progrefs as matter of little moment to
fociety; we lofe fight of the enormity of the pro-
je&, or calmly content ourfelves with fhrewdly
concluding, that no Minifter would ever be bold
enough to adopt, in reality, a meafure fo preg-
nant with every evil ; indeed, fuch would na-
turally be the conclufive inference of every ra-
tional man—but in too much fafety there is dan-
ger. This method of habituating the public
mind to "a familiarity with any bold or danger-

ous



rous defign, before there is any real intention of
putting it in execution, is not unfrequently 2
deep laid fcheme of political finefle, by whichuit
is expected, that the public jealoufy will {ub-
fide, and, in confequence, lefs oppofition will be
made whenever Miniflers find out a convenient
feafon, or have the hardihood to adopt the pro-
jeCted meafure ; but in this inftance, I fear
the Britilh cabinet will find - themfelves ex-
tremely miftaken—they have bold fpirits to work
on—they have to encounter men, whom expe-
rience, dreadful experience, muft inform them,
that they will not paffively fubmit to be deluded
out of even the fhadow of liberty! Men, who
have proved in the moft calamitous in{tances, that
even where their views-are bafe and villanous, they
hald their lives in little ftead when placed in com-
petition with any favourite purfuit; but in what
they might confcientioufly imagine, to be 2 juft
and honourable caufe, at what value then would
they efteem their lives ? Not, my Lord, at a Jfingle
pin’s paint. |
That Minifters fhould, at fuch a moment as
the prefent, ferment the public mind, by propof- :
ing fo unpopular a meafure, appears to me to be
the firft awful fign that the wifdom of the Moft
High has deferted our councils—Millions of loyal
perfons contemplate in filent horror the vifionary
projeét—faithful confidence bas already yielded
to gloomy diftruft and jealoufy, and, if this in-
famous policy is ever perfetted (which, I truft,
never



never will be the cafe, while we have an honeft
man left in the fenate) the projected Union will
be a feparation of the two kingdoms for ever! L/
I'may be told that this is a palpable Hiberniciin—
Itis, and will eventually prove fuch—God forbid
the attempt fhould ever be made—and that this
feeming paradox may never become a truifm!

In addrefling you, my Lord, through the chan.
nel of a public paper, it will be impoflible for me
to ftate, with faithful correftnels, all the trifling
minutiz, that compole the arguments, between the
anxious defire of ufurpation on the one hand,
and the dread of bafe dependence on the other
nor will the fhort time that is likely to intervene
prior to the threatened difcuffion of this queflion
in the fenate, permit me to arrange the pros
and cons in a true methodical order, or clothe
them in fuch a drefs ‘as.may render them calcu.
lated for the nice diftin&tion, and delicate judg-
ment of a Britith critiek. But, my Lord, method
I will not regard fo much as truth—it alone fhall
guide my pen, however devoid of ornament and
grace. I fear in more inftances than ope my
letiers may betos har/b for an Englifh ear.

It muft be obvious, my Lord, to every dil-
cerning_man, who has confidered the ftate of
Ireland, that the chief caufe of the conftant dif.
turbances, which have perpetually haraffed and
difgraced our native kingdom fince the Revolu-
tion, originates from the weight of power, inftead
of being properly balanced, turning decidedly in

| C favour
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favour of the lower clafs of people—A few ine
ftances of feudal oppreflion by no means can ope-
rate againft this general conclufion—the frequent
emigration of natives poflefled of landed pro-
perty, and the fequeftration of whole territories
from the original proprietors, configned to inflate
the pride and confequence of Britith fubjects,
unite in depriving whole diftri&s in Ireland, of
that decent and commanding influence, which
the difference of rank very properly determines
in every well regulated community—the agent
who collets the rent for the lordly owner of the
foil, and the dependent clergy, whofe neceflities
or duty inforce their refidence in the folitary vi-
carage, are in many parts of Ireland the only per-
fons, who have even nominal property or confe-
quence {ufficient to reftrain the unpolithed bruta-
lity of the lower clafs of people. I could fpecify
one fpot in particular, where near forty thoufand
per annum, arg colleCted from two adjoining ef-
tates for Englith landlords, who confider the
country o little worthy their regard, as never
even to have paid it a temporary vifit—of courfe,
not one really independent gentleman refides in
the whole diftri¢t. Here, my Lord, is ample
ipace for fedition and rebellion to engender in—
here is a faftnefs for treafon to be nurtured in fe-
curity—here and in a fimilar fituation it ftalks at
large—the firokes on the anvil in forming the
horrid inftruments for maffacre, are here unheard,
and of courfe unregarded — the traitorous al-

fembly
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{fembly of hardened ruffians here hold their mid-
night orgies, and diffeminate their vices round
the neighbouring borders. In fuch fituations
whole armies have been organized, accous
tred, armed, difciplined even in the midft of
day, FOR YEARS together; while the very govern-

ment of the country were ignorant of their ma-

neeuvres, nor were acquainted with the horrid
confpiracy, until treafon approached the very
palace gates, and 2 hundred thoufand men to
fupport the infamous caufe, had been regularly
trained to arms in the very heart of the king-

-dom!!

How then, my Lord, does the Britifh cabinet
defign to remedy this melancholy evil? Why, by
a curious phyfical procels, they propdfe a cure
by irritating the whole fyftem, rendering the pa-
tient delirious, and taking away the very ftamina
of his conftitution .they propofe to confer peace
and bappinels to that diftra&ted country, by re-
moving the only means by which licentioufnefs
and anarchy ¢an be fupprefled ; by feducing men
of property from the country and its interefts;
by draining_the land of its laft guinea; by bur-
thening its loyal yeomanry with oppreflive taxes ;
by removing the honelt pride and independence
of the virtuous, the loyal, and the brave; thus
fpreading defolation, like a peftilence, and leaving
ignorance and barbarity to take poficflion of the
land!

My
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My Lord, it has been recorded as 2 fingular in-
ftance of abfurdity in a famous Irifh printer, who
was complaining of the immen(e fums of money that
were énnually drained from his country, and was
afked where their refources lay by which they were
enabled to anfwer fuch exorbijtant demands? Wag
it from their mines ? No; they had ne. mines.
Was it from their trade Noj; they had no trade.
Where then did the money come from? ¢ Why,
Sir,” he replied—¢ where ? but from the very
blood and bowels of (he people.”*—But bold
as the figure appears, it was neverthelefs trye;
and the prefent plan of a Union would, as [
propole to prove, leave them neither blood nor
bowels to macerate,

The only inducement that can poflibly remain
to Gentlemen of large fortunes to refide in Ire-
land, is its being the gay refidence of a Court,
and the feat of Government. Torn as it is by
inteftine broils, and difgraced by the moft thame.
ful fcenes of barbarity, it s11py, HOLDS A NAME
AMONG THE NATIONS oF THE EARTH—the man
of fortune nominated as 4 guardian of the rights
and privileges of freemen, feels hig own confe-
quence by the important charge entrufted o his
care; prides himfelf on the refleGtion that no

fingle fhilling from his country, without obtain.
ing his previous confent; he fees his country in-
dependent

* Anecdote of Dr. Johnfon and George Faulkper,



rs .
dependent of any Legiflature, but tha of which
he forms 2 Component part, Thys elated with

hopes of aggrandizement are not finally checked
by a temporary difappointment, but whofe inte.
reft in the neighbourhood ‘fnduces them to hope,
that they may be, one day, more fuccefsful in
their canvafs for county henours : Thefe, I fay,
endeavour, by every conciliating deportment, ¢
win the affetion of the freeholders. Thus, even
oppofite fattions unite in the public good, and

elteem of a gratefy] people. By, my Lord, take
away thofe family hopes of ambition, or narrow
their views within 2 more contracted cempafs,
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and it would be madnefs to fuppofe, that any mafl
in poffeffion of his fenfes, would remain by choice
in a country WHERE HE HAD NOTHING TO HOPE;
AND EVERY THING TO sEAR—in a country faft
finking into its original barbarity—{tained - with
daily murders; and midnight afMaflinations—where
every meal he eats, he has reafon to dread is his
laft ; or when he kiffes his wife or child, or em=
braces a relative or friend, he does it, with a
feeming prefentiment, that he is never again

likely to take another farewel.
No, my Lord, Government, whatever their
prefent profeflions may be, will then (our liber-
ties gone) nominate our Reprefentatives 3 that 1s,
as many as they may in their great wifdom pleale
to appoint, as they have uniformly done in Scot-
land fince the Union, where a contefted eletion
is fcarcely ever heard of. Thofe Reprefentatives
muft, of courle, refide in London, to be the dupes
of a Britith Minifter. Their connetions muft alfe
follow, to be danced about as the Manager of the
Show choofes to play the wire; whilft their once-
powerful neighbour, having loft all his ambitious
views, and now wholly dwindled to a ftraw, will
naturally follow where his perfon and property
_ ¢an Be the beft fecured ; where he is no longer
“gfrald of the midnight ruffian ravithing his wife,
his filter, or his child, and then gorging in their
blood ; but where, forgetting his country, in the
enjoyment of his perfonal fecurity, he will drown
both




both his ambition, and his cares, in an Irithman’y
Lethe—the flowing bowl, or the fparkling bottle,

But this fubje& I fhall further confider in another
Letter, and remain,

My Lorp,

Your Lordfhip’s

Obedient, humble Servant,

MARCUS CURTIUS,



16

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND.

LETTER: IINS

O&ober 2oth, 1798,
MY LORD, |

HAVING, in my laft Letter, hinted at the evil
that muft naturally refult to Ireland from the re-
moval of its independent Gentlemen, fufficient in
itfelf to give a death-blow to the profperity and
independence of the kingdom at large, let me
next confider a few local, contingent calamities,
which muft neceflarily enfue from fuch an emigra-
tion, The City of Dublin, that feat of gaiety and
mirth, the refidence of Government, the refort of
the opulent, the centre of amufement, would be
left, like the ancient Babylon, ¢ a defolation, a
“ bye-word among the nations:”” Her beautifal
and fplendid public buildings, the epitome of
Irifh Munificence, would be left to moulder in
the duft; her hofpitals, and other public chari-
ties, the bleffings of the land, would wither, like
the tender exotic before the northern blaft ; her
churches would decay, with the hallowed caufe
that fupported them ;  the ancient pile, dedicated

"3 to
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to her venerable Saint and Patron, which, for a
number of ages, has ftood the pride of her reli-
gion ; the foundation fapt, would foon bow its
facred head, and reft among the tombs of its
ancient patriarchs ; all rational recreation and
places of public entertainment would be filent
as the grave; the found* of the coach or chariot
would be unknown in her ftreets; which, rendered
a dreary void, would only be diftinguithed from
the defert by the found of lamentations; her nu-
merous manufacturers, pining with mifery and
want, would then in vain folicit charity from
the forlorn houfe-keeper, who would have no-
thing left in his power to beftow; famine and
difeafe would ftalk with ghaltly horror through
her paths, where the only diftin&t found that
could be heard amidft fuch complicated wretch-
ednefs, would be united execrations on that man,
or fet of men, who could thus premeditately fport
with the lives, liberties, and property of an op-
prefled people!!!l -
Do 1, my Lord, dwell on this melancholy
{cene merely to indulge a defcriptive fancy? is
the picture {olely the prodution of an heated
imagination? No, my Lord; you know the co-
louring is corret. You are fenfible that no
D pencil

* When I was laft at Glafgow, there were but #hree Gentle-
men’s carriages in the whole town ; and not more than ten in
the great city of Edinburgh—one of the bleffed effe&s of their

boafted Union—which I fhall take the liberty to cnlarge upon,
in another place,
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pencil can delineate, no pen decypher, the mife-
ries that the projefted Union would neceffarily
pour down on this noble feat of empire and Go-
vernment.

Take away the encouragement that rank, wealth,
fafhion, and the neceflary fplendor of a Court, give
to the induftrious manufalturer, AND YOU TAKE
AWAY THE STAFF OF HIs LIFE. ~What, at this
melancholy period of diftrefsful record, preferves.
that numerous clafs of people from ftarving, but
the conftant encouragement held out by all ranks,
and even reforted to by Government as an act of
policy, to thofe poor creatures, to enable them to:
keep their looms at work, that they may thus ad-
minifter to the claims of exhaulted nature? but
rob that Government of its refources, feduce the
wealthy and the great to another clime, and what
becomes of the {tarving manufaéturer, or the worn-
out artizan, even admitting that the sHADOW o
A VICEROY was permitted to infult them with a
mockery of {tate? a smapow will go but a little
way to fill a poor man’s belly, or fatisfy the me-
lancholy cravings of a wife and family !

WHAT TrRADE, my Lord, (that Jack-a-lantern:
with which Ireland is to be feduced to her ruin),
will be ever able to recompenfe that devoted city,
for the exercifing fuch a cruel policy, admitting
#s bhenefit to the reft of the kingdom, which I
thall, in another place, fhew the abfurdity of
imagining ?. will trade re-gorge the fortunes of
her noblemen, and gentlemen of rank? will
| trade
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¢rade open the heart of an Englifh adventurer, and
induce him to cloath the naked, and feed the
thoufands he will find wanting all the neceflaries
of life ?—1Is trade of fuch a delicate, refined mas
ture, as to expand the human breaft?—No, my
Lord, it is too well known to fhut every avenue
to the heart, and to confine every idea within one

centre, that of felf-intereit.

But admitting that trade was molt liberalin its,
nature, elegant in its manners, fanciful “in its
drefs, habits and purfuits, generous in its princi-
ples, refined in its appetites, how could the City
of Dublin flourifh from all thole non-entities ?—
every mercantile man knows, that the port of
Dublin would be the very laft in the kingdom
that would be chofen as the great emporium of
trade.—LEvery individual in the leaft acquainted

“with that city muft know that the whole of her

trade confifts in her imports ; thofe imports con-
fiting chiefly in the luxuries of life, fuch articles
are fure to find a ready confumption, and a cer-
tain mart, as long as men of rank and property
refide in it but the moment there becomes a
{fcarcity of purchafers, of courfe there will be a
proportionable deficit in the market ;—the mer-

_chant muftlook out for fome more flourifhing har-

bour to receive his ventures ; the port of Dublin
would prefent in confequence, nothing but a
dreary bank of fand, and .its quays become a
place for fithermen :to dry their nets in.”
Every mariner is well aware that this muft be
the inevitable fate of that once-flourifhing city.

I:;
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Its harbour is dangerous to an extreme, even with
i every precaution to render it fecure; and is one
of the moft inconvenient fituations for foreign
trade of any port in Ireland.—What inducement
then could any merchant poflibly have, when the
home confumption was deftroyed, to fix on a dan-
gerous, and in refpeé to fituation, a moft incon-
venient harbour, to carry on an extended trade in ?
It is obvious, to the meaneft capacity, that fuch a
vifionary barter for her Liberty and Independence
1s ridiculous, even in {peculation. '

In addition, my Lord, -to the mifery that muft
be entailed on the city of Dublin by this intended
Union, another moft calamitous evil would im-
mediately give a finithing ftroke to its profperity.
Its noble Univerfity muft then inevitably decay ;
that great fource of its prefent wealth, would,
with its independence, lofe all its confequence and
moulder into nothing, or at leaft fink into obfcu-
rity.—Who would be left, my Lord, to fill thofe
clafles that at prefent diffeminate piety and learn-
ing through the land? An indigent few might
there folicit gratuitous learning, in hopes of
eking out a fcanty livelihood by the attainment of
fome miferable church cure, in fome diftant pa-
rifh, uncheered by fociety, and pillaged by favage
barbarity ; and this would only remain to offer
a poor reward for ftudious application, as long as
the dreadful atheifm of the day, will leave a
morfel of bread for the preacher of Chriftianity.
~ All the great and liberal charalters, even that
rank from which your Lordfhip has derived your

prefent
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prefent exalted fituation, which refle@ed honour
on the foundation, and derived luftre from her
degrees, will then difappear ; and in another king-
dom feek a polifh for thofe abilities which muft
no longer ornament their pwn. As the lives and
" connexions of our great men, would be wholly
engaged in England, thofe conmexions muft be
ftrengthened and new ones formed, by the rifing
generation.—Englifh feminaries of courle mult be
reforted to; and even thofe who were not imme-
diately, at the framing the Union; conneéted with
Goyvernment, would endeavour to place their

children in the road to preferment; and the moit
* cerrain means of fucceeding in this refpect, would
certainly be the affociating them from their early
days, with thofe ennobled charatters who were
likely to aét a confpicuous part in a future politi-
cal arrangement, .

That the learned and truly amiable perfonages,
which compofe the head of this noble Univerfity,
have been long fhamefully negletted by the per-
fons appointed by his Majefty, to watch aver the
interefts of his fubjeéts, in the Government of Ire.-
land, has beenamatter of great notoriety and {candal,
and refletsno little difcredit on the condu of our
Viceroys,*—But alas! place us entirely under

the

* The appointing the prefent moft extraordinary amiable
charalter, the moft unexceptionable, perhaps, that ever lived
at any pcnod of time, or ever ornamented any couniry, to l‘

“head of the Univerfity, in dire& oppofition to all Court inter-
eft; and the late nomination of two of its moit refpe@able
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the dominion of Great Britain, and who then are
to fill the church dignities, or indeed any prefer-
ment worth the acceptance ?—Not the learned and
worthy members of our Univerfity, but hireling
pedants, the cafual appendages of fome dignified
placeman,or not unlikely, moft reverend mifliona-
ries from a Scoteh Kirk.

Here, my Lord, let me paufe for a moment,—
and ftop my pen, left my honelt indignation may
urge it to write the dictates of my heart, and my
feelings get the better of my prudence.~—Augult,
and facred refidence of literatureand piety, within
whofe hallowed walls refide all that can render a
kingdom flourithing and happy ; true religion—
practical piety—unrivalled learning—and honeft
independence — may the hand that prefles hard
upon a ftone of thy foundation, wither like that
of the impious King, as he ftretched it out to
violate the Prophet of the Lord !—may his family
be difperfed like the feattered leaves of Autumn!

 and may he live to fee bis children beg their
“ bread’ ]
I remain, my LoRrb,

Your LorpsHIP’S,
Humble Servant,

MARCUS CURTIUS.

" members to the higheft Church dignities, the laft of whom in
particular, had nothing to recommend him but his amiable
qualitics, and brilliant talents, form a moft pleafing contraflt

to the above obfervation,
-



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND.

O N P o

LETTER V.

Oé&ober 21ft, 1798.
MY LORD,

HAVING in my laft particularized the dif- .
trefles that the City of Dublin would neceffarily
exhibit in confequence of a Union, permit me
now to take a view of the interior of Ireland ;
and confider the effect fuch a meafure would have
on the landed property of the kingdom in gene-
ral.—My Lord, it is.recorded in hifltory, that
the firlt time the Romans ever had recourfe to art
or ftratagem, to deprive their neighbours of their
property, liberty and lives; theadvice forwarded
to, and adopted by the infamous youth who has
in confequence branded his name with everlafting
difgrace even to the lateft pofterity ; was, the cut-
ting off by falfe pretexts the heads of all the lead-
ing charaters and men of property, whofe counfels
might otherwife fave the city which had opened
her gates to receive the young fcorpion to her
bofom.—The melancholy event proved that the
treacherous fcheme was too certain of anfwering

the projeted purpofe.—Need I here remark, my
. Lord,
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‘f.ord, that the monfter who planned this barbar-
ous policy, and who was the firlt to ftain the Ro-
man name with the vile epithet of treachery; was
alfo in his own perfon the laft that was ever per-
niitted to wield the regal fceptre, and fell from
the throne he had fo bafely difgraced to become
a vagabond on the face of the earth.

I do not indeed charge our minifters. with a de-
fign to carry on a fimilar expedient to its full ex-
tent.—I do not conceive that decapitationl forms
any of their plan for removing our nobles and
men of abilities.—No, I do not fear that a hair
of their heads will be hurt ; but Government will
take fpecial care that thofe faid heads fhall never
again exert their talents in defence, or fervice of
their country; and of what moment is it to the
kingdom, whether they form a capus mortuum in
fa& or in effence?—Nay, I confefs the former
would be the more eligible of the two for the
community at large, for it would eventually ftop
one channel at leaft for the deftroying the profits
of the poor man’s labours; and they would by
this means avoid the old difagteeable charge of

fruges confumere nati, being ever attached to their
charalters.

I muft, my Lord, in the courfe of thefe Let-
ters, take the liberty of noticing circumitances,
and defcribing particulars ; which it would be an
infult to your Lordfhip’s difcernment and pa-
triotifm, to fuppofe you unacquainted with; but
- T am induced to do fo from the expetation that
others

- i o b i oo B Lol e il o afate e
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others may take the trouble of perufing thofe pa-
pers, who, from their refidence in this country, are
~ deprived of the means of information ; or natives
of Ireland, who have not given their attention to
a due confideration cf the fubject.

In confidering the fituation of the landed pro-
perty in that kingdom, we find it in the moft effen-
tial points totally different from the interior of
Great Britain.—Ireland, confidering it at large,
may be very properly divided into three claffes,—
that of the landlord, the landholder, and the cot-
tager—a very {mall number intervene between
thofe claffes, but who bear fo thin a proportion,
in refpe& to the general diftribution, that they
fcarce deferve a fpecific charader.—The firft clafs
of this divifion, the landlord, confifts of the no-
bility and chiefs of the Houfe of Commons, form-
‘ing the prefent legiflative body ; but a great part
of it is divided among gedtlemen of fortune, na-
tives of Great Britainy whofe anceftors, the greedy
dependents of Englifh Sovereigns, in their feveral
attempts to conquer the country, were rewarded
by their chleftams, with immenfe tras of the
mo't valuable Jands in the whole kingdom, the
forfeited eftates of fuch brave natives, as chofe to
arm themfelves againft the invader; of this de-
fcription of landlords the number prevails to a
painful computatlon

There are, it is true, other lan&lords poflefled
of fmall hereditary tenements, who do not imme-
diately come under either of the above delcriptions.

E But,

Mé; o
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;B' But, alas! to the misfortune of that uhhﬁP‘py
P country, how few of thefe exift, to preferve the
independence, and enfure the profperity of Ire-
’ land ?—Scattered, like a few folitary land-marks
- over the extended plain, they only exift to‘form‘ a
fad memento for the pafling native to ruminate
over, and * {triking his penfive breaft,” (o fay bic
Juit Hium.

This defcription of people have almoft loft all
confequential interelt in the country.—It is not
there as in England, where private individuals in
pofleffion of many thoufands per ann. of old he-
reditary tenure, although forming neither one
part or other of the legiflative body, are of fuffi-_
cient weight to preferve the balance of power from
falling into the hands of an arbitrary Government,
or finking into the poffeflion of a lawlefs mob—
the true boafted independence of Great Britain !

But far otherwife the fituation of Ireland. The
united power of this diftinction of men have fcarce
influence -to. make the political fcale to vibrate.
The moment a gentleman there 1s poffeflfed of
any real landed property of any cenfequence, he
acquires by popularity, or purchafes by money,
a feat in the Houfe of Commons: but if, in his
neighbourhood, another wealthy character appears,
who threatens to have fufficient influence to create
fome doubt in the Minifter’s breaft, of the re-elec-
tion of the fitting Member, the prefent Reprefen-
tative is immediately fecured to Governfient by
vemoving him to the Upper Houfe; by which

manceuvre
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manceuvre his competitor comes into the enjoy-

" ment of his ambitious views without further op-

pofition, until his independence, in the courfe of
precedence, is alfo curtailed by a fimilar expe-
dient. That this game has of LATE YCARs been
played off to a moft thameful degree, 1 believe
no perfon, my Lord, in the leaft informed in the
politics of the country, will attempt to deny.
Nay, fo cautious have Miniflers been of late, of
permitting any perfon of increafing influence from
fiding againft them, that men, whofe oriGINAL
RaNK In life, and HEREDITARY POSSESSIONS,
would fcarcely amount to the qualifying an Eng-
lith Squire to be of the guorum, or even to take
out a fporting certificate in this kingdom, are in.-
{ftantly hoifted into the Houfe of Lords, * and
¢ bear all their bluthing homours thick upon
“ them.”

To this method of proceeding are we indebted
to the dilgraceful majorities"that are fometimes
fecured in that once moft-refpetable Houfe.—
To this, my Lord, may be attributed the prefent
hope of triumphing over Irith independence.—-
Men, who can fcarce tell their grandfires’ name or
calling, without a blufh, who have rifen from the
very duft of the earth by their own cunning or ad-
drefs,are not likely to entertain any real regard for
the intereft of their country. Children of chance,
the wide wotld istheir country; their own aggran-

~ dizement the gratification of every feeling. How

otherwife, my Lord, is it pofiible to fuppofe that
Minifters




- price, by ploughing up a few acres for their own

28 ot

Minifters could entertain a fhadow of hope in th
purfuit of their prefent defign? Would any man
in his fenfes, let another come and rob him of all
his ancient privileges, and ¢ defpoil his goods,”
2s long as he had it in his power to defend them?
The fuppofition is abfurd. The reverfe principle
15 an aphorifm handed down to us even by our
Moft Divine Legiflator ! |

The landholder of Ireland is a charader very
little known in Great Britain. = This clafs forms
one of the moft refpectable bodies of men in the
kingdom. Molt of them are gentlemen, from
delcent, from principle, and education ; but pof-
fefling little or no hereditary property, rent large
farms, which they frequently hold by long tenure,
either under Englith landlerds, the Abfentee, or
others, the overgrown proprietors of the foil, in
which I include the difpofition of church lands.
Thofe landholders are frequently the younger
branches  of even ennobled families, or are the
immediate defcendants from the ancient Mile-
fian, the original proprietor, whofe eftates being
fequefirated, they take large trafts of land, in
leafe, not unfrequently at moderate rents ; that,
Dby letting it out in fmall patches, at an advanced

neceflary confumption, by feeding immenfe flocks
of fheep, or grazing large herds of black cattle,
they may be enabled to acquire a decent live-
lthood, afford to give a handfome education  to
their children, retain a refpectable degree of in-

- dependence,




dependence, and even preferve that generous hofa
pitality which has ever characterized the country.
Many of thofe gentlemen abfolutely farm the eftate
that once belonged to their own anceftors, but
long fince forfeited in confequence of the un-
lucky policy of their fore-fathers,*

The cottager is the day labourer, who holds
his cabin by no other tenure, than the will of
the landholder. By the fweat of his brow he
works out of the generous foil that produce
which “enables him to pay an.advanced rent; I
muft confels fometimes a rack one: but, upon
the whole, I .cannot help remarking that, if they
paid a little more attention to cleanlinefs, and
were lels addicted to the ufe of fpirituous liquors,
their fituations would 'be far from being as de-
plorable as their infidious leaders pleafe to re-
prelent it. In many cafes they have the advan-
tage of the Englith cottager, or day-labourer.
There is fcarce an individual among them that
has not a cow, a“horfe, pigs, and poultry, with
the addition of plenty of potatoes. And let any
man travel, particularly through the fouthern dif-
trits of England, and fhew me a siNGLE Day-
LABOURER that enjoys the fame advantages. In
Ireland, a large bowl of warm potatoes, and a
bottle of milk, is the poor man’s dinner. In

moft

_* It is in this rank that we are to trace the pure blood of ghe
ancient princes and the old nobleffe of the kingdom, and not

~ from the very loweft clafs of labourers and artizans, as Dean
- 8wift very incorreétly flates.




moft parts of England, the labourer never taftes

a drop of milk; and, towards London, his meal

confifts of a large flice of dry bread, and a
* draught of water, or a gill of four fmall beer: ",
F" place thofe different fpecies of viands before an |

Irihman, and try which he would choofe for h1§

dinner ! But this, my Lord, is a digreflion, 1

thall, pleal‘e' God, take another opportunity. to

enlarge on this fubjett at a more convenient

feafon. | _
Having thus fairly ﬂaﬁgd the fitwation of the
landed property in Irekind, allowing for that va-
riation which muft ever prevail in all general
defcriptions, (the true charaéter of the Britifh
farmer being fcarcely known in that kingdom),
- it will require very few words to prove the mifery
that, like wildfire, would run through every pro-
vince, in cafe that a Union really took place with .
Great Britain. [ haye already proved that a great
fhare of its beft lands are in the hands of Englith
landlords—fill up the lilt then of native Ablen-
tees, by feducing the whole firft clafs in one body
to defert their country, and what then, in the name
of God, is to become of the refidue that is left ?*
The expences attending a London campaign would
be foon moft fenfibly felt by thofe men whole at-
tendance in England would be either compulfory
or voluntary; men whofe incomes in Ireland now
enable

% See Poftlcript to thefe Letters, in refpet to the Cabinet
propofing to obviate thele evils, by leaving us a nominal Par-
liament. \
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enable them to live like ljttle Princes, but which
in England would fcarce pay for board and 1<)3gw
ing in the purlieus of Old Palace Yard. |

By tranfplanting them to a Britith loil, you can.
not alter their nature; and <« prudence in affairs”
was never an Irithman’s motto—his hereditary
pride: would not let him fubmit to contract his
expences; his feelings would urge him to fupport
all the paraphernalia of rank, and retain an equal
difplay of magnificence with his Britifh compeer,
though pofleffed of double his income; large fup-

. Plies muft confequently be required to anfwer the

enormous f{urcharges attendant-on his new firua.
tion—money muft be obtained—but money is not
to be found in the dirty ftreets of London for the
picking up, unlefs he-chufes to tie up a leg, and
take a broom to fweep the crofling at fome filthy
angle, or paffage. Here, indeed, perhaps, a grate-
ful Minifter might find him ample employment,
and a convenient fituation!! if his pride will not

fubmit to this expedient, even though he may be

told “ his betters have done fo before him,” he
muft have ‘recourfe to his hereditary acres, or to
make ufe of George Faulkner’s very emphatic
expreffion—it muft be drawn £ from the very
blood. and-bowels of the people,”

His‘acres, however, are, in all probability, at
prefent under leafe; no fine can be levied, nor
rent raifed, within the neceflary time; his wants

“become urgent; a Jew broker is applied to—“ but
“Lifh fecurity be very precarious, de monies muft

bring
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bring a large premium.” A {mall trifle may, at
Taft, perhaps, be obtained, at the modeft intereft
of fifty or fixty per cent.—a mortgage neceflarily
follows ; even the intereft, in all probability, 1s
paid at the expence of honour and integrity ; if
he happens to be a fenator, by a paltry penfion,
or a finecure commiffion in the Cuftoms, Still,
however, the eftate groans under the difcreditable
burthen ; a life or two belonging to, fome large
frechold at lalt falls inj; the old landholder is
again defirous to become a leflee, but times now
are altered ; the rent muft be raifed to the laft
fhilling that the land is capable of producing ;
befides an additional douceur is required for pre-
fent exigency. What can the tenant do? to dig
he cannot, to beg he is athamed. With a heavy
heart, he complies with the exorbitant demand,
rather than part with a tenement which had long
been in pofleflion of his family. |
To enable him, under this heavy preflure, to pre-
ferve the rank he once held ir fociety, and to pre-
vent the horrorsof an ejetment, he isforced to prefs
hard upon the poor cottager, until the very means of
his income are exhaufted, and the poor creature
is fcarce able to crawl to his work, for want of
the wlual fupports of life. Poverty brings on dif-
eafe—difeafe, of courfe, deprives him of the moft
diftant hope of fupporting his exiftence by manual
labour ; all poffibility of paying his rent is done
away, but Lady-Day approaches; the landlord’s
agent prefles, with an unufual degree of eagernefs,
v : for
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for the rent, to enable him to miake timely remita
tances, and fave the fading credit of his employer.

The landkolder, hard prefled, applies to the cot- ‘

tager ; he either finds him pining on his ftraw,
beneath -the bare walls, ftripped by the winter’s
blaft of the few potatoe-ftalks which once formed
its miferable roof, extended in the agonies of ex-
haufted nature, or he finds the tenement left, witha
out other inhabitant, than perhaps a ftarved cat
prowling out her mifery *midft the ruins of fa-
mine ; while not even a pot, ot a ftool, is left to
anfwer his demands. Thus fituated, what is to
be done? excufe or procraftinations will not anfwer
the clamorous agent, or fupport the extraordinary
pomp of a London equipage. < He is either vio-
lently thrown into prifon; where he may* have
ample leifure to reflet on his country’s ruin, and
fadly to regret his misfortune in being born a
gentleman j or, like a vagabond, he muft emi-
grate to fome other clime, where his fword muft
be unwillingly employed in crowning with laurels,
even the natural enemies of his country.
- My Lord, you may new modify this picture by
making - exceptions, pointing out variations, or
dwelling on fome particulars of this defcription,
that would prevent the portrait from bearing a
faithful refemblance; but however yo‘u may at-
tempt to brighten the colouring, or foften the
bolder fhades, {till the great outlines and features
will remain prominent, to prefent a fad character
of oppreflion and misfortune, No pencil can foften

F down
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down the indelible delineation of impreflive truth,
Every guinea muft be extracted from the land,
and fpeculation will form but a poor Exchequer to
refort to for a fupply.

But, my Lord, I may be told that I build all
my reafoning on falfe data ; that in all probability, *
the Britith Cabinet will nominateonly a few of
our prefent repreféntatives to attend their pleafure
at Weftminfter ;—or that if it was to be fact, as [
‘have ftated in my laft, that the other nobility and
independent gentlemen -would of courfe follow, -
where there is the moft attrattion ; yet even here
means might be adopted to . prevent this emigra-
tion. Abfentees might be laid under certain re-
ftrictions, by which means it will be rendered a
matter of felf-intereft to refide in their native

" country ; that fuch an expedient might Now be

adopted, to the great profperity of the country, I
entertain not the fmalleft doubt, buz it muft be
adopted by an Irifb Parliament. Let -me tell Great
Britain, that an Irifhman will not fubmit to have
any reftri¢tions fixed on his PERSONAL LIBERTY,
by the moft powerful Government on earth ; if the
good of his country demands the facrifice, it will
be cheerfully fubmitted to, provided he is con-
vinced By HIS OWN REPRESENTATIVES, thatit
will tend to the general benefit.

But fuppofe the fpirit of the country was fo
completely broken, that the inhabitants would
tamely fubmit even to this arbitrary impofition ;

what in fuch a provifo is to become of the fruits of
wob this
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this vifionary Union? What, my Lord, are not
the Irith by an Union with Great Britain to enjoy
mutual privileges—or is Ireland only to be drawn
into the {nare, to inflate the coloffal pride of this
great'Empire ? .

My Lord, perhaps the word union bears a
very equivocal explanation—or that the f{ame
word differs widely in its meaning, when fepa-
rately applied to the two kingdoms! 1fthe word
uNIoN in England means an arbitrary ufe of pow-
erful oppreflion—and the fame word in Ireland,
fignifies a tame fubmiffion to overbearing defpot-
ifm; I very much fear, that what with Englifh
bulls and Irith blunders, we fhall never be able
to comprehend one another !

But as the word generally flands as at prefent
underflood in the common aceepted fenfe freed
from political jargon, it feems to me to fignify a
junction of interefts formed on mutual good faith,
and reciprocal fies; it is evident if you make the
kingdom of Ireland equally free with that of Great
Britain, the fubjes of the one country muft par-
take in common of the privileges and immunities
of the other. If Great Britain deviates in the leaft
from this principle of equality, it is only openly
declaring to the world, that the whole motive and
defign of the Cabinet is folely its own-(elf-intereft
and aggrandifement, with the grafp of rapacious
ufurpation, plundering our properties and liberty ;
then in return, weighing out its gratuities, in a
balance, nice as the feather {fufpended by a cob-
web.

: We
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We remember, my Lord, in the cld fable the
curious method which the Lion took tofdmde the -
carcafs. 'This imperious monfter-is ‘the creft that
crowns the Britith arms; but él truft that Ireland
will never prove the Afs, thatis firft to be ren-
dered convenient in hunting dq‘;ﬂn the game ; and
then is to be left to ruminaté over the bones, or
be torn to piecesif he dares to remontftrate.

I remain, my LoRrp,
Your LorDsHIP'S
humble Servant,

MARCUS CURTIUS,

TO



37

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND.

e e s——

SETPTER V.

O&ober 224d.
MY LORD,

THE {pecious pretext of Great Britain fharing
avith Ireland, certain privileges and grants, which
I fhall hereafter prove will turn out a vifion, in
nubibus, and of no poflible advantage to the
country at large ; will of neceflity furnith her
with a fufficient pretext, for removing from her
own fhoulders the weight of taxes which at pre-
{ent incommodes her,

The argument of gentlemen in power on this
occafion will no doubt be very fair and plaufible—
¢« “'Te purpofe todivide all our advantages with
you ; it is therefore but reafonable that you fhare
with us our common expences and difburfements.”
This at firft fight appears very fair and juftifiable ;
but let Ireland weigh both fides of the queftion,
before fbeis cloathed with fuch an overplus of gene-
rofityy and finks under the weight of fuch unbounded
claims on her gratitude!

Admitting
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Admitting it poflible that fhe could profit, ta
an extreme, by thefe advantages which may be:
proffered to her, as a recompence for flavery ; how
many centuries muft elapfe, before fhe could be
put on the fame footing in refpeé to foreign con-
nexions, real perfonal property and wealth with
the mercantile clafs in this kingdom ; (making
no objections in refpect to the difference of manners
and dilpofitions,) even f{uppofing, that the trade
of Great Britain was inftantly to come %o a dead
paufe in refpect to its improvement and extenfion,
out of politenefs to her new fifter; that the might
be able to arrive at the fame pitch of affluence, and
commercial advantages, until the immenfe gains
and relources which this kingdom pofleffes, in
confequence of a monopoly of trade for many
centuries back, be equally divided in proportion
to the extent of the two kingdoms; (imilar im-
ports in the regulation of her exports or imports
can never be laid on her commerce, nor can any
fuppofed equivalent contributions be levied on
Ireland. |

It is an evident fa&, that England hasin a
manner exclufively been the grand emporium of
trade (I will go no farther back then) fince the
reign of Henry VIIL though it has been in a
flourifhing flate fince the fourteenth century ; and
that fhe has therefore the ftart of Ireland for near
three hundred years, Suppofing therefore that a
real and fair dividend was made of all her prefent
commercial privileges, England would fiill con-

tinue
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tinue to retain the enormous balance of trade,
which her ftrength, wealth, and extenfive con-
nexions have confequently fecured for her inall
parts of the world for many centuries back. T in-
cumber Ireland therefore with thofe taxes, im-
ports, Cuftom-houfe duties, &c. which Englith
wealth and enormous trade, enable her to pay,
would be literally fpeaking, endeavouring to ga-
ther, ¢ figs from thiftles ;” even the attempt
would prove the inefficacy of the proje&t, and
plunge the country into endlefs mifery.

Iadmit, thatI may be here again told that my
flatement may be vifionary ; that [ am not in pof-
fefion of wacTs in refpect to the principle of the
propofed Union, to warrant my entering into fo
minute invefligations; that it is very probable,
that the Briti(h Cabinet will weigh thofe matters
and take proper meafures accordingly to counter-
att their bad effects: Nay, that in all probabi-
ity they will adopt.fuch a fyftem of policy in form-
ing the preliminasies for a Union, that Ireland
may be exonerated 1n PART from an equal par-
* ficipation of taxes iN ToTo. To this feemingly
fair objection, I have, my Lord, to obferve, that
it is myiatention to weigh with all poflible care
every part of the fubjed, and to write with a pro-
vident regard to every confequence that may
probably or poffibly arife from fuch an Union ;
and although not immediately in poffeffion of every
nice diftin¢tion that may occur in the Cabinet ar-
rangement of thofe matters, to touch on fuch im-

portant



'porfant heads, as MusT in the contour ot toiut e
Jemble form the leading out-lines of the fcheme"; :
and this can be as well effeéted by anTiCIPATION,
and be of this additional {ervice ; thatit will enable
the public to judge of the nature of the feveral
modifications, by a reference to the general‘heads
to which they may be [eparately arnexed. =

Befides, my Lord, I am well aware that how-
ever Ireland may be amufed for the prefent, by
fpecious promiles, fhe can haveno poffible fecurity
that encroachments will not be made, in future,
when [be has the imprudence to tie up her own hands,
For, my Lord, -let our prefent legiflative body be
reduced to fifty, or fixty vagrant emigrants, or
any number that in all probability may bear a
jult proportion to our prefent place-men; and ex-
port them from Ireland, properly ticketed and
configned to the care of a Britith Minifter ; how
long pray will thofe tranfported gentlemen retain
their indepzndent principles, {uppoling them to
be poflefled of any on their firft landing?  Juit as
long, my Lord, as there may be time allowed
for the duearrangement of the feveral finecure
places in freland !—What then becomes of the ini-
terefl of their native country ? agreeably to Sancho
Panca’s fhrewd obfervation, it will difappear “ like
the recollection of laft year’s clouds !”

But fuppoﬁng all thofe worthies to be black
fwans, ‘“ rari gves,” and true patriots to the back-
bone, “ rifum teneatis I” what poflible weight can

ihey have in the great political fcale, when hurried
into
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into the vortex of a Britith Senate, whofe num-
bers muft neceffarily drown the voice of patrioti{m,
and crufh ¢ new-fledged virtue” evén in her firlt
effay.—Mr. Flood’s treatment in the Britith Houfe
of Commons, where he was placed rather in the
fituation of a dancing-bear, than the reprefenta-
tive of a free people, and abfolutely baited out of
the power of fpeech, furnifhes Ireland with a
{pecimen of that polite decorum, which would be
fhewn to his countrymen on a {imilar attempt.

What pofiible fecurity then can be given to Ire-
land that fhe fhall not be involved in the {yltem of
Englifh taxation?—none—none indeed is likely
to be proffered ; it is even openly declared to be
the defign of Great Britain.—=She has played the
{fame game with Scotland, and it is not dikely that
we fhall be particularly exempted. Indeed to fup-
pole tiat Ireland would be ex®nerated would be
ridiculous ; for as I have formerly taken notice,
it would be abfurd to imagine thata Union could
be adopted, and yet both the kingdoms be govern-
ed by feparate by-laws.*

The whole truth of the matter is this, that the
projeted plan of a Union, is only a new method
of reverting to the old fyftem of oppreffion ; and

G Poynings’

* This {yftem, however abfurd, has certainly been adopted
in refpe& to Scotland—and what is the confequence ?—old
laws that ftood during the barbarous ages of feudal tyranny
are there preferved in their full force,—to the great oppreflion
of the fubje ; and in confequence even an A& of Graceis
exprefsly declared not to extend to Scotland—*¢ thus at once
fhutting the doors of merey on mankind.”
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Poynings’ law is now rifing from the grave with
all its horrors, only acquiring a more horrid form
from its morbific ftate.—Under this law when it
ruled the land, in propria perfona, England, it is
true, was authorized to bind Ireland in all eafes
whatfoever, except in the greateft and moft mo-
mentous of all arbitrary abufe—the levying taxes
and contributions j—but in its ftate of refurrec-
tion it comes armed alfo with this new weapon
of affault, and our pockets are to be turaed infide
eut, as it {uits the convenience of a Britilh Minifter
or Senate.

The queftion then is, on whom is this frefh bur-
den to fall 7—Affix, my Lord, this laft mark of
dependence and abject fubmiflion on the country,
and you then take away the very fhadow of an
independent gentleman from refiding in the king-
dom.—Nay, it would be preferable, at one bold
venture, to {et fail for the South Sea, and purchafe
new territory under the tutelary patronage of the
right worfhipful Chief Juftice Barrington, than
to remain in Ireland the fad epitome of misfor-
tune, groaning under the weight of accumulated
oppreflion. |

I again, my Lord, conjure you feriouily to re-
fle&, and putting your hand to your heart, fay,
do you think it confiftent with common reafon to
fuppofe, that any man, poflefling the fmalleft grain
of feeling or independence, who could by any
means get even the moiety of his rent remitted
to him, would ftay in Ireland, under fuch a new

preflure
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preflure of complicated grievances, a moment
longer than would juft occupy time {ufficient, to
fettle his affairs on fome decent footing ?—Mulft
it not be evident, aslhave obferved in a former
Letter, that, -upon weighing all circumitances,
fuppofing the countries in other refpects to have
equal inducements, that he would naturally throw
into the oppofite fcale his own perfonal fecurity
and dometftic quiet, and the balance muft then in-
ftantly preponderate in favour of Great Britain,
For although he might there labour under fimilar
reftraints and burdens, he would at lealt have the
fatisfaction to know, that he thould then live un-
der a Government capable of preferving his per-
fon and property inviolate ; and affociate with
people, whofe chara&er, although not the molt in-
terefting or engaging, is certainly more humaniz-
ed, and incapable of committing thofe atrocities
with which he is moft unhappily furrounded in
his native country.

It is with great pain, my Lord, that my pen
harps once more on this ungrateful theme ; but I
{et out with the refolution te write the truth, what-
ever pain the relation might coft me; and, Heaven
knows, this is a moft melancholy fubject to infilt
on !—but, alas! the evil has been moft unhappily
drawn afide; and the charatter of the uncivilized
native has appeared in fuch colours, as to be con-
templated with horror even by the inhabitants of
the moft diftant regions of the globe.—If they
were too abandoned and favage even to be admit-

ted
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ted aflociates for French atheiftical affaffing,—
great God! what a piCture muft they prefent for
humanity to contemplate!!!!—But in referring
to this melancholy confideration, need I dwell on
its complicated horrors, further than to remark
that until it pleafes the Almighty difpofer of all
events to afford the means of grace, ¢ his faving
health,” to purify and turn the hearts of thofe
barbarians, who at prefent defile the land with
blood, peace is not to be found ; nor can any man
dwell beneath his own roof ¢ or fit under his own
vine” in fecurity; — for the fake of the few
righteous that remain, may his merciful Provi-
dence * ftop the plague that is begun.”’ !'!!

Your Lordfhip, it is true, and two or three
more in nearly fimilar predicaments, whofe emo-
luments of office fecure your temporary refidence,
may be excluded from the general emigration ;—
but you will pleafe to confider that all thofe united
will form at lealt but a folitary few.—Upon whom
then, my Lord, are thofe contributions to fall ?—
but upon that clafs of people whom I have diltin-
guithed as landholders.—Thole indeed, although
moft of them men of liberal education and man-
ners, will be from the nature of their precarious
pofleflions, unable to leave their family place of
refidence, having no other refources than what
muft be gleaned from the foil and the cottager’s
labour.—How melancholy muft their fituation be
at beft, when we refle&t on the additional rents
they will be forced to pay to enable the new le-

giflative
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giflative body, and their connexions, to emigrate
with due credit to their rank? but make them
pay alfo their quota of Englifh taxes, and to what
then muft they be reduced ?

Their preflent chief comfort is the focial meal
accompanied by the chearful glafs, with the addi-
tion of the enlivening and healthy fports of the
field.—Their chief pride, which ftill pervades
every vein, confilts in enabling their wives and
daughters to vifit their neighbour’s hofpitable
manfion in a decent equipage—to attend the
church fervice in their family coach, and to be
enabled to cherith a chearful intercourfe and
z{greeable polith of manners, by attending in the
fame conveyance the public aflemblies,—but all
thole comforts muft difappear like the evening
twilight, whenever a Union with Great Britain
takes place.—The tax on all imported wines,
would make the confumption too heavy an article
for their little modicums to bear—their chearful
table, the refort of unrivalled mirth, muft then
afford a folitary meal until cheared by the enliven.-
ing glals.—Tax his horfe, an Irithman’s friend ;
and his dog, the fond affociate of his rural fports ;
burden him alfo with game-laws, and trammel
him with licenfes and certificates, before he can
prefume to range unmolefted through his own
fields ; and all his happinefs muft inftantly vanifh.
The gay, the lively, the healthy, the fpirited
youth, would be reduced to the gloomy, fufpici-
ous, perfecuted poacher!

In
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In addition to thofe perfonal reftrictions, mor-
tify him ftiil further, in a part more vulnerable ;
Joad the decent infignia, which enable the beloved
females of his family, to fupport their refpectable
appearance in fociety, with the preffure of an enor-
mous tax; which even in England amounts to
a prohibition, and you will then give a coup de
grace 1o all his earthly enjoyments.

" But let Great Britain beware, how fhe prelumes
to hamper this generous clals of people—thole in-
valuable refpected men, who ¢ even.in the worft
of times” have proved the faithful, loyal fubjects
of his Majefty, and the {teady friends to England
—men, who form the great part of that brave
Yeomaury in that diltratted ‘country—who have
fuffered perfecutions, robberies, fives, maffacres
—have {pilt their blood and loft all they hold dear
on earth, to prove their allegiance to their amiable
Monarch, and who have by their exertions bitherto
faved the brighteft jewel of his crown! — Men
who have long formed the pride of the Britith
army and navy, who, when called upon to repair
to arms, have never waited to enquire the particu-
lars of the caufe that invited them to the field when
fummoned- by their King; fpirit, loyalty and
honour, telling them all they wanted to know, a
Joldier’s duty.—Men who even at this moment
nobly affitt to plant laurels round the head of Bri-
tith commanders, and have gained for the Englith
brow, the ennobled coronet, the glorious deltina-
tion of triumphant valour.

My
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My Lord, that truly brave clafls of pe:ple who
form the feminary for native heroifm—that amia-

ble, polite, hofpitable, generous defcriprion of men

(on my foul, I believe, the moft truly fo, that
ever diftinguifhed any rank in fociety) have, as I
fay, with their blood preferved the Britith caufe.
They now call in turn on their filter kingdom,
not to defert them in the moment of the greatelt
need ; nor, under the pretext of uniting them by
a ftronger tie, affit in plundering them of all they
hold dear—ewven the common privileges of human
nature.~Alreadyhas a molt glaringand unmerited
in{ult been offered them, in the perfon of their
officers, and one of their molt amiable, ennobled
leaders, one of the moft engaging charaiters, and
the fleadicf} friend to his country that ever graced
the Houfe of Lords. ‘

And by whom has this infult been offered ?—
but by an individual (for no ftation, however ex-
alted, fhall prevent my pen from tracing out the
truth ; if I were even to fuffer by it, my country
demands the facrifice) who once delivered up his
fword at the head of an army to the avowed ene-
mies of his country ! who lately at the head of
twenty thoufand men, after a long and harafling
march to his troops, having arrived at the fpot of
his deftination ; quietly wheeled back on the fame
route, without even feeing the face of an enemy,
leaving a refpectable Bithop and his family with
other gentlemen, the loyal fubjecs of his Majefty,
to remain prifoners in the hands of two or three

French
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French officets, and a barbarous company of aﬁ'al'f-
fins; without even fo much as making an effort ta
relicw them.—But as the old ballad goes of the
« Grande Monarque with twenty thoufand men,
“ qent up a hill—and then—came down again.” ! T4

Refpected fhade of a venerable Camden! what
indignation mult fill thy honeft foul, if, from the
realms of light, thou art permitted to vifit the fons
of men, when thou beholdelt that miniftry, whofe
cauf: thou fupportedft, and whofe brilliant luftre
threw even their errors into fhade, even till the
lalt glimmer of thy faithful lamp evaporated ;
take from the brows of thy amiable fon the laurel
and the olive wreath that bound his tenples amidlt
the applaufe of an admiring world,—who, at the
molt momentous peridd that his country ever
knew, oppoled his own perfon againft the loud
and ftormy efforts of a violent anarchy, by his
prudent councils, fpirited exertions, and the moft
impartial juilice, crufhed in the little fpace of one
month, one of the molt dreadful confpiracies that
ever difgraced a community, backed too by an
armed force of one hundred thoufand men.— L'hat
brave nobleman, whofe father once faved the liber-
ties of Great Britain, and who, in his own perfomn,
fecured ta his Majelty’s crown the whole kingdom
of dreland, beloved by the citizens, refpected by
the {oldiery, and adored by the immortal Yeoman-
1y, we find, fuddenly recalled from his honoura-
ble polt, without a fhadow of caufe, amidft the

tears of every honelt and loyal heart; to give place
to
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toa man, who has infulted the faviours of his
country, and has permitted a common thief at
the head of thirty or forty murderers to pillage in
fafety the fineft diftrict in Ireland even for months
together ! !

My Lord, the molt abjet worm will at length
turn when trod upon.—The faithful maftiff will
patiently bear great injuries from the individual,
for whom he has once formed an attachment; but
let us be careful not to irritate him, beyond the
bounds of prudence and humanity; but let us,
while we applaud bis generous fidelity, avoid his juft
refeniment !!!

I remain,
My Lorp,

Your Lordfhip’s humble Servant,
MARCUS CURTIUS.
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND.

s

L E: T T K ROV

O&ober 23d, 1798.
MY LORD,

HAVING confidered a few of the difadvantages
which would refult to-Ireland in confequence of a
Legiflative Union with Great Britain, I fhall now
proceed to balance againft thofe evils, the impor-
tant acquifitions that it will be now in the power
of Ireland to fecure by a little abjeét fubmiffion,
or, in other words, Ireland is told, my Lord, if
the confents to export to England all her inde-
pendent gentlemen that poflefs any confiderable
property ; all the loofe cath that will be neceflary
to maintain them, and which fhe can by any means
COLLECT, not sPARE, (for, God knows, in that
cafe our new Legiflators would depart moft mife-
Tably equipped indeed—fans fhoe, fans coat, fans
culotte, fans every thing, except the naked gifts
of nature), if fthe confents to ruin her Univerfity,
or reduce it to a ftarved receptacle for a few
miferable priefts to fhelter in—if fhe confents to
deftroy the Capital of the Kingdom, and render
13
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it the afylam for the wild fox—if fhe takes.
away all the means of the induftrious manufaca
turer’s fubfiftence, and fends him and his nume-
rous family to ftarve in the lanes and alleys of
diftrefs—if fhe confents to the ruin of the land.-
holders and the generous Yeomanry of the king-
dom—pluck out the feeds of that honeft pride
which glows in his brealt, and fupplies him with
the fpirit that renders him an honour to  his
country—tearing him at the fame time from
his hofpitable’ roof, and robbing the  poor cot-
tager even of the laft glimmer of hope—if,
finally, fhe confents to ftop the further progrefs
of civilization, and reduce the country to its
original ftate of barbarity, already too retrograde
in its manners, and patiently fubmits to the enor-
mous weight of untold taxes—then, and then
only, fhall fhe be entitled to a further extenfion
of her trade.

Wonderful condefcenfion! amazing inftance of
Britith generofity! for what purpofe, my Lord,
is fuch a proffer made her—fuch a contemptible
return for all her deareft privileges? what ufe
does fhe make of the trade already vefted in her
hands?

My Lord, I doubt not but you are well ac-
quainted with the true {tate of her commerce :
don’t ‘let me be thought the lefs a patriot,
becaufe I ‘expofe the little foibles of my country.
To prevent a real and moft calamitous evil from
falling on the country, I fhall be obliged to note
objetions, that perhaps a few mercantile houfes

e |
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may condemn me for fpecifying; but I will not -
be afraid of giving offence to a few interefted
individuals, lofe fight of the important obje& in
which I have engaged, or weakly flatter my country
at THE EXPENCE OF HER LASTING PEACE,

What poflible benefit, I fay, can accrue to Ire-
Jand from a further extenfion of trade? Perhaps,
my Lord, it might introduce more foreign luxu-
ries, or create more monopolies amid(t a felfith fet
of Englifh adventurers, who might ufe our ports
as convenient harbours to touch at for the benefit
of a contraband trade, or a convenient landing-
place for the feletting and aflorting fuitable con-
fignments for the Britifh market, leaving the re-
fidue for Irith confumption.

My Lord, I fhall now write the plain and honeft
truth, in fpite of all native partiality, and this is
the falt: ¢ you MUST FIRST GIVE IRELAND THE
TRUE SPIRIT OF TRADE, BEFORE YOU EXTEND
1T.”  Don’t let the country be bewildered with
projects and mercantile calculations, before fhe
can make a progrefs in the feveral branches which
fhe is at prefent engaged in—the temper, man-
ners, purfuits, nay, the open free fpirit, and ge-
nerous difpofition of the natives, preclude thofe
felfith, interefted views, which form the neceflary
charatter of the trading world. An Irithman, if
he faw his brother or his friend in diltrefs, would
fhare his lalt guinea with either, though his next
thip was obliged the next moment to clear the har-
bour in ballaft. It is owing to thofe circumftances,

and
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and others, which it would be impofiible for me
diftinctly to enumerate, which prevent the king-
dom from reaping a fuitable advantage, even from
her late extenfion of trade. A few fat Quakers, a
people that, like the Jews, are wholly infulated, in
Cork and Waterford, have perhaps become more
fleek and more fly, by engaging in new branches
of commerce. But, my Lord, we find no True
MILESIAN engaged in thofe interefted purfuits—a
Pim, a Penn, or a Penrole, are nominal diftinétions
unknown to the original owners of the {oil.

No, my Lord; if Tam to apply to the touchftone
of candour I will fay, that the qatives of Ireland
are too proud of hereditary defcent, too lively in

their manners, too open in their difpofitions, too

unfufpecting in their nature, and perhaps too fond
of focial amufements and pleafure, ever ferioufly to
enter into the plans of an extended commerce.

I have declared that I'will not fpare their foibles
to fave them from' calamity. In Ireland, a man,
who from fome lucky hit, or uncommon prudence,
obtains twenty or thirty thoufand pounds in trade,
confiders himfelf a monied man—his fortune is
made—he cannot, even by the habits which he
has been engaged in, forget his nature —nor is it
poflible to ‘graft a Dutch, felfith {cion on an lrifh
fiock l=when he gets thus a {ufficiency to pay his

way, and to enfure his children’s comfort and indes

pendence, he confiders his warehoufe as an old
dungeon in which he has been milerably immured
~—perhaps, like Sterne’s Old Soldier, he takes down
" his
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his (word, and WITH A TEAR RUBS OFF 1TS RUST

—he fets up an handfome equipage, and either in=
ftantly adopts, or rather reaffumes, the character of -
a gentleman at large, | :

Not fo in England ; there it is quite the reverfe,
A merchant, in poffeffion of a fimilar fum of money,
only confiders it as a decent capital, a {nug thing to
trade on. Inftead of laying up his treafure in a
napkin, he extends his views, enlarges his commer-
cial correfpondence, and contracts all his habits of
foul and body in acquiring what he deems to be—
« the one thing needful.”—When byunwearied dili-
gence, and deep Jpeculation, he becomes matfter of
a plum, he then, tbr the firft time, begins to breathe
a little, cafls about for fome new fource of wealth;
buys Eaft India Stock, becomes a Direltor; treats
his good wife to a Sunday jaunt to T wickenham,
or a Summer’s elegant excurfion to Tunbridge ;
but ftill his couating-houfes are open—his ware-
houfes are rendéred more capacious—his clerks ftill
writing away_their fingers’ ends—his hogfheads
and puncheons keep rolling through Thames-fireet
—and if he does open his heart to treat you with a
turtle, it is becaufe the creature comes a prefent
from his fupercargo, and the freightage cofts him
nothing.

Contraft thofe charaéters, my Lord, and judge
how unlikely they are ever to engage in the fame
bottom, or be mutually concerned in the fame in-
tereft. I have thewn my countrymen * their true
¢ f{emblance,” and although they may frown at

me
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me for a moment * for letting the cat out of the
“ bag,” yet in the next, they will, with an honeff

‘{mile, ackndwledge the defcription to be a real one
—and perhaps, while pufhing round the bottle,
comfort themfelves with the refletion—that the
AMIABLE prevails in the one difpofition, rather
than in the other, although the NEEpFUL may not
be quite fo predominant,

But granting, my Lord, that it was pofiible wholly
to change the native charater, which is utterly im-
practicable, as long as the kingdom prelerves the
fame climate, and keeps its flation in the fame fa-
voured fpot of the Atlantic; to what part of the
world is her trade to be extended from which [re-
land is at prefent excluded—no port in Europe is
fhut againit us—America opens all her harbours to
the Irith flag—t(he already carries on as extended
a commerce with the Weft Indies as her connec-
tions and capital will allow, although perhaps fhe
does not cut fo confpicuous a figure in the sLave
TR ADE, as her more profperous neighbours.

‘The Eaft Indies‘is the only country from which
Ireland is literally excluded ; and how much nearer
would (he be towards an attainment of a dividend
fhare in Eaftern plunder by a Union with Great
Britain, than before ?—What trade has Scotland
with' the Eaft Indies P—~What trade has Wales ?

_—Wahat trade has any of the great maritime and
commercial towns of England with the Eaft, ex-
cepting the City of London ?—That all the trade

. - _‘,afli)dia centres in that one fpot, is a fact needs no
A ‘ | infifiing
% #
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infifting on—the monopoly is immediately under.
the fanction of Parliament, and therefore its rights
are 1nD1spUT A BLE.—It is I think evident,my Lord,
that out of an uncommon (tretch of politenefs, and
civility, the company who thus exclufively enjoy
this commerce, will not part with their Charter ; and
it is equally evident that Great Britain will never
force her to do fo, for the convenience of Ireland,
to the ruin of her own trade—or what could (he fee
in_Ireland fo feducing, as to grant her a fhare of
that trade which fhe denies to her own fubjets at
large—the fuppofition is abfurd.

If mercantile houfes in Ireland, or elfewhere, wifh
to participate in the profits arifing from the Eaft
India trade, and enjoy capitals fufficient to enable
them to engage in {uch a venture; they are as per-
fectly free to do fo, without violating the facred
authority of a Charter, confirmed to the Company
by public faith, as the native inhabitant of Great
Britain—they are at this moment precifely 6n the
fame footing in that refpect with their Britith fellow
fubjedts. India Stock is as freely djfpofed of on
Change to the Irifh, as the Englifh merchant; and
whilft men of the firft properties in Europe, truft
their {tock to the dire&tion of an honourable few,
who are elected to take care of the mutual interefts
of the Company, why fhould not the Irifh {pecu-
lator have the fame confidence?

But, my Lord, admitting a chimera ; admitting
it poflible to fet the Eaft India Company afleep,
“ and from a peg their precious Charter fteal, and

(41 put
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““ putit in our pockets,” what poflible advantage
could Ireland reap from fuch an acquifition? how
1s Great Britain at large benefited by this trade ?—
My Lord, it is a well-known fact, that exclufive of
the individuals to whom this trade is fecured by
Charter, the kingdom in general is moft materially
injured by it—effeminate luxuries, flimfy manu-
factures, to the ruin of her own induftrious poor,
are imported indeed in abundance—for what? to
injure our healths, undermine our conflitutions,
cffeminate our manners, diftrefs the fair trader,
and for all thofe moft valuable acquifitions, the
country is drained of all her circulating coin, and
for a few Eaft India gewgaws her {olid wealth is,
without the {malleft thadow of a return, wreiled
from her hands. Extend this precious trade to
Ireland, and there would not be as much filver
(the only barter for Indian luxuries) left in the
whole kingdom, as would, after the firft fealon,
purchafe  the cargo of one fingle fhip from the
- coafts of Indoftan. Iﬁklolland with all the various
monopolies that Ihc. poﬂ'eﬁ'cd in the Eaft, to the_
exclufion of all the world befide, with the advan-
tage of all her indufiry and wealth, was literally a
bankrupt in refpect to her India trade, what could -
Ireland gain by a nominal participation of fuch a
commerce?
It is evident, my Lord, that the cannot expeét
a recompence from this quarter for the lofs of her
independence.  But there are certain articles of
export on which there flill remain fome few reftric-
1 tions,
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tions, which would be done away in cafe of a Unior
taking place: the mines of Ireland might be worked
to advantage, particularly tin, and what an. influx
of wealth would confequently take place! But fhe
has no fuch mines to work. Very good; but fhe
may, if fhe can find any. Then the may plant
tobacco; and, in cafe of a defeion in the Weft
Indies, or a bad feaflon in Virginia, the may fupply
the exigency. Good again; but the moifture of
the climate prevents the poffibility of ever properly
faving it, as has been proved by numberlefs expe-
riments. Well then; fhe may export gold and
filver in bullion, and by that means coNsiDER-
ABLY IMPROVE THE WEALTH OF THE COUNTRY.

Moft comfortable profpect indeed! What? induce

the broker to take away the laft guinea from the

land! But the Irith are rich rogues; the gold it

feems rolls in ‘the very {and of your rivers: a few

grains, it is true, were thus kindly diftributed among
the poor by a kind rivulet in compaflion to their
wants, but the tutelary deity of the fiream finding
that her very bowels were to be torn up for concealed
_ treafure, has even ftopped the fource of that little
pittance, and not a grain now glitters in her barren
tands. In fhort, Ireland wants no encouragement
to part with her gold or filver, either in bullion or
in fierling coinj there are plenty of methods devifed
already to free her of all unneceflary ovcrplus in

this article of commerce!
Well; but fome fugar-plum muft be held out
to pleafe the child; fome lullaby muft be tuned to
hufh
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kufh its cries, and rock it to fleep. Well, then,
what will fhe fay to the woollen manufatture }—
Ireland will be encouraged to carry on this moft
lucrative trade in all its various branches; on this
important occafion, England may thus addrefs our
countrymen, = “ We are now going to prove 1o
% you the liberality of our {entiments (for the firft
“ time), by even fharing with you our ftaple com-
« modity — the very bulwark of Englifh com-
“ merce, and the very pride of her manufacturer;
“ but (touchftone) at the fame time we are well
“ aware that you are ignorant of the manufa&ture,
“ or if you poffefled the art, you have not capitals
« fufficient to carry it on, or at leaft to prefume to
% Jook for a foreign market for your goods; while
¢ our immenfe wealth would foon enable us, al-
* though at a temporary lofs, to underfell you at
# every market, and thus ni;ﬁ your attempt in the
“ bud. But as for (heep: thofe you may feed, ad
“ infinitum.” (Mem. Ireland-is under great obii-
gations on this fcore, becaule her fheep-walks are
not fo extended alteady as to depopulate whole
baronies) * your flocks fhall bleat over every plain
« —every man fhall be cloathed in his own fleece.
« Nay more ; he may furnith the inhabitants of the
s¢ torrid zome with frize of all denominations; that
« is, if youcan coax the ignorant blockheads to
“¢ wear it—=you have nothing to do but to convince
“ them, on principles of natural philofophy, that
¢ thick cloathing keeps out heat, as well as cold.”
Charming profpet for the country! blefled open

$38
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for the revival of the gelden age ! oh for the pen
of Cervantes, or the perfuafive tongue of 2 Don
Quixote, to defcribe the rural luxuries of fuch fel
tive days, where Altifidoras might again trip, it
lightly over the velvet mofs! |

But let us, my Lord, defcend a little from fuch
vifionary delufions, and behold the boafted vifta
would terminate in a dreary wild. - The poor cot-
tager, and the induftrious farmer, wandering from
their defert home—their humble cot and little gar-
den frefh levelled to the ground, to make room for
a more extended ﬂleep-walk-—,-v(/holc provinces de-
populated, to fupply a greater quantity of wool,
that the Englith merchant may be enabled to ob-
tain the raw material from the overftocked market
at a more trifling expence—the fhepherd might
play on his pipe—but it would be the difmal ditty
of mifery, refpondent from the echo of the barren
hills—the famous {peculation might render Ireland
a fecond Arcadia—but fuch a one as a Sydney
could ill indulge a poetic vein in defcribing—and
{uch a one as few gentle fwains would choofe to
tend their flocks in !!

I remain,

My Lorp,
Your Lordfhip’s humble Servant,

MARCUS CURTIUS.

1
!
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND.

——

L'EBT TR R VL

O&ober 24th.
MY Lorp,

IT has been the common ufage, to oppofe to
all arguments adduced againft a Union between
Great Britain and Ireland, the prefent flourithing
ftate, and the encreafing wealth of Scotland; and
the great difference that is manifet between her
prefent flate and that of a century or two ago.—If
therefore, the advocates of a Union fay, fhe has
profpered in fuch a ratio by her connexion, is it not
an evident proof; that Ireland, from a fimilar
function, muft reap fimilar benefits ? .

But, my Lord, I both deny the original fact,
and all the confequent inferences—Scorland has not
been improved by 1t ; in many refpects the has been
moft materially injured by it. I grant that Scot-
land has been partially improved by the polithing
advance of time ; Great Britain owes her impreve-
ment to the fame procefs—a century back fhe was
as proportionably deficient in the true knowledge
of arts, manufature, and agriculture as Scotland ;
and will any one be (o filly to fay, that her prefent
: flourifhing
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fAourithing ftate has been the confequence of 2

Scotch Union? Nay, it is evident a confequential

native might, with fome appearance of fpecious
argument advance fuchan abfurd doétrine in* the
following harangue: * Dona ye ken how brawly
the ceety of Lundon locks, fince fhe ha’ formd
an Union with Scotland! In troth and in muckle
gude feith, fhe is not the fame ceety—f{ee what
howzes they are arating year after year aw with
Scotch filler—caft your eyn upon the road that
leads fra’ Bucheenham-hoofe to Chelfea, and {peer,
did you a’re ‘behoold, fick an olterection, fick a
muckle heep of bra’ bealdipgs, all upon the eem-
proving plon of auld Riekee.®*  Gar ye look at
St. George's feelds, aw notheeng but beelding,
beelding ; in gude troth, ye ken, the Eenglifh
can na’ ha’ a {ireet to gang their Gaiteen, withoot
feending to Scotland, for the veery flones to pave
it weeth! nor they can na’ ha a cobbage, but they
mun applee to auld Scotland for a gardener!
marry and in feith if they wont a Chanceelor to
direect the affairs of the whole neetion, they mun
have a bonny Scotch cheeld to feel the fiation, or
aw would gang to rack and ruin ; and what would
they ha’doon but for bra Admeeral Duncan to
clapperclaw their eenmies, they’d have all gang
to_pot. Hah! they mun ha been in a mickle
bad pleeght afore they geen’d our weel to pleeght
our_troth weeth them ; they ha’ been a feer threv-

ing
* Edinburgh (o called by the Natives.

’,




ing neetion ever fince they got the feengering our

filler1” How amr Englithman would {mile at fuch
a galcenade ; and yet the truth is, that fince the
Union Great Britain has drained every guinea
from Scotland, and has enlarged her own com-
merce, manufattures, &c. in a triple proportion
to what Scotland has. That the manners of a few
individuals have been more civilized; a few of
their towns improved, and that their buildings in
general are ereCted on a more conventent plan, is
not to be doubted ; but, my Lord, I'affert, that
fimilar improvements would have taken place; in
the common progre(s of time, and upon a much
larger [cale; if fhe had for the lait century, been
permitted to hold the rank that fhe once held in

Europe.
_In the name of all that’s wonderful, are no
people on the face of the earth to enjoy any prof-
perity unlefs they are attached like a codicil to the
will of Great Britain ? -~ Will any man prefume to
fay, that there is'a guinea more in Scotland this
day than there was in the days of James V.?
* My Lord, whoever is acquainted with Scotland,
knows the dire&t reverfe to be the truth. There
j may

* Gathrie, who is evidently a partial hiftorian, #nd enlarges
moft abfardly on the immenfe trade and flourithing ftate of
Seotland, yet acknowledges, that at the time of the Union or
the calling in the money to be new coined, it appeared there
was 2 million of current {pecie then in the kingdom, and when
be wrote about twenty years ago, there were not two hundred
thoufand pounds in circulation in gll N/o'rth Britain !4 !
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may appear a greater circulation of tMAGt-
NARY PROPERTY; from the quantity of paper
currency, and the increafed price of the necefla-
ries of life, the people may fondly imagine, that
wealth pours in on them apace; and if you con-,
vince them to accept of Indian cowries in barter
for their gold, there will appear to be a fiill
greater and freer circulation of cafh; but fucha
miferable deficiency prevails in refpeét to the pof-
feflion of real f{pecie, that the writer, my Lord,
of thefe letters, was once obliged to leave his
name at one of the firft Banks in_the Kingdom,
before he could get a trifling bill difcounted ; as
the head of the firm was at dinner, and the
cathiers had NoT SUFFICIENT GoLD to anfwer
the demand. It is obvious to any perfon that
travels through the kingdem, that money is not
to be obtained ;—nay, that a {olid gold guinea
is rather a matter of curiofity; that if you offer one
in payment, you are frequently obliged to wait
for an hour before the fhopman can BORROW a
pair of fcales from fome diftant neighbour ; and
many of the lower clafs of people will fcarce take
it, if offered in payment, and look on the perfon
who proffers it with an eye of fufpicion! and
need I remark what would be the dreadful fitua-
tion of that country, if any invidious perfons
fpread an alarm in re(pe&t to the real value of
thole pieces of paper! the whole kingdom of Seot-
land muft inevitably become a Bankrupt!—This
painful affertion needs no amplification, while we

. ‘ can
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can éxemplify; the dreadful calamity, which at-

‘tended the failure of the Ayre bank, which reduced

many relpsctible families to an abfolute {tate of
ftarving, and deiDlated almoft the whole fice of
the country, although the bank flock was the
united concern of even ncblemen of the firlt land-
ed property, and merchants of the moft extenfive
trade in the kinedom ; and all the confequence of
one of thofe fudden alarms, which it is always in
the power of any interefted viliain to fpread. On
fo flight a thread doss the whole credit in Scotland
depend, thatit isin the power this moment of half-
a dozen London' bankers, if they chofg, to com-
bine to bring ruin on the whole of that kingdom !
Itis admitted, that there is money in the hands
of Scotch natives : but where? in the city of Lon-

~ don ;—and where will it remain, but in the city of

London and its environs ? "The road to that grand
emporium of wealth, prefenting to the anxious
adventurer a moft charming profpec ; every part
of the way furnifhing him with every pofiible con-
venience ; but there immediately arifes fome invifi-
ble barrier, after he has once attained the end of
his journey, that for ever prevents him from find-
ing the fame road back ! ‘

In regard to the great circulation of paper cur-
rency, it may be objected, that the fame fyftem
has of late prevailed in England ; this, however,
being but a temporary expedient can never ulti-
mately affect the finances of the kingdom. Money
ftill remains in abundance, although falfilhly

K hoarded
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hoarded up in the coffers of interefted individuals,
or employed in difcounting, and other modes of
traffic; and the fending out thofe paper notes in-
lieu of cath is only another method of borrowing
gold free from intereft, and thus is literally be-
come a matter of fpeculation; but in Scotland
money is not to be had,. even in cafe of an emer-
gency, and therefore paper is (ubfiituted to fup-
ply the deficiency. »

I will admit, my Lord, that time, and {ome
peculiar circumftances, not in the leaft connected
with any fuppofed advantages enfuing from an
Union, has improved Edinburgh, Glafgow, and a
few other trading towns 1n North Britain. Any
increafe of commerce or manufatture, however
partial, will neceffarily induce men, for the
greater convenience of intercourfe, and the readier
difpatch of bufinefs, to refort to thofe places beft
frequented ; every town or city in the univerfe
owes itsincreale to fimilar caufes; and fingular as
it may appear, yet the affertion is fack, that this
very improvement of the mercantile towns has
been, and is the bane of the kingdom at large ;
as it draws all the little refources of wealth out of
the interior. From thence at firft a modicum is
drawn to fupport a young perfon in his firft en-
trance into a mercantile houfe; as he becomes
converfant in the myfteries of trade, a capital is
neceffary, however {mall, to fecure him future
credit; he then extends his views, and the moment
he acquires a fufficiency, removes himfelf and his

concerns



concerns to London, and his country lofes every

guinea that his friends have originally fcraped toge-

ther to fet him up with. ~ This mode of procedure

is almoft uniformly adopted, and is the great rea=
fon, why the interior of Scotland prefents fuch a

batren profpec to the eye of the traveller.

Edinburgh, it muft be allowed, my Lord, to
have been lately highly improved, but if fhe im-
proves under all her prefent difadvantages, what
would have been her {ituation, had her court and
parliament preferved their wonted rank and gran-
deur! Edinburgh owes her profperous appear-
ance chiefly to her College: This is an evident
fa&t ; for, allowing the calculation of her own coun-
trymen to be corret,  that the whole circulating
cafh of the kingdom does not amount to two hun-
dred thoufand pounds;” it is admitted, that the
expenditure of her. Students amounts on an ave-
rage, to fifty thoufand per annum, which brings
into Edinburgh one-fourth of all the circulating
fpecie ; this of courfe accounts for her improve-
ment. No perfon will be bold enough to fay, that
the profperous ftate of her College, -which owes its
celebrity toa partial branch of education, the ftudy
of phyfic, isto be attributed to her Union with
England, What has phyfical theory and furgical
practice to fay to an improved {tate of commerce
or manufacture ? Particular literary purfuits and
ftudies often attach themfelves to particular fitua-
tions; and we might as well affert, that the Uni-
yerfity of Leyden has extended her reputation in

the
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‘the medical world in confcquence of a Scotch
Union ! | :
Edinburgh becomes the feat of medical ftudies,
in particular branches, in preference to London,
becaufe the profeffors there apply their minds. more
to inftruction than praétice; asfrom the latter t'yy
would ftarve, from the former they gain a very
handfome competence from the great influx of
firangers, who annually attend their truly learn-
ed and refpe@able lectures; but in London the
pratice and theory are quite reverfely fituated, and
form confequent reverfe principles ; ‘that her Uni-
verfity will be a faving help to Edinburgh, there
can be no doubt, as long as the medical gentle-
men are there obliged from want to (harpen- their
ingenuity, and advance in the improvement of
{peculative and philofophical enquiries for want of
other refources to apply to, _
What can be a ftronger proof, my Lord; of the
fatal confequences of their famous Union, thanthe
old trite obfervation, that a Scotchman once in
London never returns to his native country. Itis
well known, that every monied man infiantly re-
forts to that great emporium, nor is there one mer-
chant in the whole kingdom of Scotland worth
thirty thoufand pounds—fo fingular a being is not
to be produced. The only refidents of confidera-
ble property that cannot thus emigrate, are brewers
and diftillers, - the nature of whofe bufinefs renders
a remove impoflible ; but look into the change of
London, and how many bonny Scots bairns are

there



there to be found worth double the fum I have
fpecified. \ RIS e

But, my Lord, let uscaft an eye on thofe parts'
of Scotland not immediately concerned with trade,
which is literally only an inlet to them of foreign
luxuries, and an outlet for all their men of fpirit,
““ to feek their fortune where fhe may prove kinder.”
Examine with the philofophic or common eye of
obfervation, the fituation of the internal parts of*
the kingdom, where this commercial phantom has
not madeits appearance, and what an obje&t does
it prefent :—their plains barren, bleak, unculti-
vated ! their villages (for towns they have none)
ruinous, fqualid, filthy ! witheut-'an Inn for re-
frethment for the exhaufted traveller, that would
be a fit houfe of entertainment even for an Englith
plowman; and their miferable cottage, the turf-
built receptacle of endemical dilgufting difeafe,
vermin, and filth ! ; )

What is the fitdation even of fome of her towns
thht are enlarged ? commerce might naturally have
been fuppofed t6 improve : what, for inflance, i
St. Andrews, once'the boafted pride of Scotland ?
The flourithing feat of letters and learned men—
now the lonely refidence of the bird of night, de.
populated fireets and clofes—§e Gothic towers,
nadding impercepribly to their ruin, prefenting a
melancholy. picture of her dependent flate, where
a few half-farved, half informed profeffors of a
ruined Univerfity, whofe very degrees are become
a'bye-word, and a term of reproach, faunter

around
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around the forlorn heaps of fallen grandeur, prefent-

ing * room for contemplation, even to mad<

nefs.” ‘The thifile, the chickweed, and the long
entwined grafs, that conceals the very pavement,

in a matted labyrinth of entangled roots, hiding

the hungry vermin that drag out a famithed exift-

ence in their exhaufied fink-holes !

Advance into the Highlands, and let the tra-
veller fay, my Lord, to what lonely {pot can he
point his finger,.and mark the progrels of im-
provement, Has the Union - civilized the native,
or increafed his enjoyments 2—Alas, quite the re-
verfe! He is now a folitary being, deprived
even of the pride, (though ill directed,) that once
made him of confequence to his clan—the head of
it, with a few exceptions, has difappeared, and
in ¢ worlds to him unknown,” is fpending the
produce of his {hora flock ; while the hofpitable
roof, that once refounded with the bag-pipe, and
cheered his heart with brown ale, is only now a
(helter for the fcreech-owl and the bat. The very
foreft that once fcreened him from the northern
blafis, or afforded him the healthy and profitable
diverfion of the chace, now lie profirate, to fup-
port the brilliancy of a court-ftar, that never even
glimmers through the wild ; or to pay for the
extravagant, and fulfome embraces of a Loondon
proftitute ! -

Wales, my Lord, prefents another fad picture
of the confequences arifing from a Union with
her powerful neighbour, and from her poor ftate

of
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of commerce and trade even contralted with
Scotland, tells this fad and painful truth, that ¢ the
longer a country is united with England, the far-
ther fhe is from rational improvement.”—If I am
denied this ftatement, let any man point out to
‘me one great mercantile town, or one great mers
chant refiding, in the whole principality of Wales.
- So, my Lord, (to a feeling mind) a painful
fpecies of ridicule, is even attached to the very
name of a Welth merchant, and a woollen wig,
a flannel night.cap, or an under-petticoat, are the
only ideas that fancy attaches to the charater.

Yet, my Lord, within a few yards of her
boundaries, nay adjoining her very borders, fome
of the richeft mercantile towns in Europe
proudly rife their domineering heads; as if on
purpole to infult this moft ancient kingdom, the
afylum for native Britons, whofe manners, hofpi-
tality, and noble defcent, leave little for her de-
generate fifter to boaft of, except that wealth
which fhe fhould in honour divide, and that power
which her brave fons generoufly unite in extend-
ing.

What a mortifying reflexion muft it be to that
ancient people when they fee their fine harbours
negletted, and their ports forfaken, when they
can view from their fhores the Briftol channel
crowded with merchandize, and the felfith town
of Liverpool, lately a filthy puddle, et fatis male-
Jida carenis, rifing in all the confequence, and
afluming all the pride of upftart wealth, “while

fcarce
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fcarce a floop enters the famous harbour of Mil-
ford-haven or Swanfea, except a few colliers;

although prefenting the finet roads for fhipping
in Great Britain.

It is very evident, my Lord, that Erwhfh affie.

liation can but little benefit the people at large;
when both in Wales, and in Scotland, you may
ride twenty miles without finding a fingle indivi-
dual capable of under(tanding one word of Englifh.
Although Wales has been, to her coft, united to
England for more than five hundred years, you
fcarce enter a church where the fervice is not per-
formed in the Welth language ; now, fo far is this
from being the cafe in Ireland, that has not been
honoured by fuch a clofe fraternal hug, that there
is not a church throughout her four provinces
that the fervice is not performed in the Englith
tongue, nor could you travel three miles in the
wildeft part of the country, without meeting per-
fons capable of direfling you on your road, or

giving you fuch information as you might require,

It is certainly obvious to the meaneft obferver,
that there can be no very great intercourle or re-
ciprocity of intereft between neighbours who do
not even underftand each others language.—The
firlt acknowledged figns of enecountry being firmly
incorporated into another, and being united by
mutual interelt is the firlt learning the language,
and then adopting the cuftoms of their new allies
and friends.—But if thofe kingdoms remain united
till the general diflolution, this defideratum can
: never
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never be affeéted, for it is evident that they can
have no inducement to change their language,
. or their old habits, with people to whom they are
under not the {malleft obligation, but who only
make ufe of their connexion with them for their
own felf-interefted defigns.

So little indeed do thofe old Britons defire to
learn the language or form any great intimacy
with their confequential neighbour, that, if they
happen to be acquainted by accident with a few
words, they feem afhamed of corrupting their
tongue by fuch a new.fangled lingo, and ab-
folutely will not give an anfwer in Englith, when
it is in their power; and if the great road from
Dublin to London did not immediately run through
Denbighthire or Shropthire, they would never be
anxious to fee an Englifh face, nor care whether
there was fuch a being in exiftence.

I remain, my Lerp,
Your Lordthip’s,
Obedient humble Servant,
. MARCUS CURTIUS.
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70 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND.

B m—— e — e ~—

LE.T. L E.R. VI

O&ober z5th, 1798.
MY LORD,

IF Great Britain ftill infifts that a nominal ex-
tent of trade will be a fufficient barter even for
Irith liberty and independence ; may not the pro-
moters of this policy be fairly afked, If the ad-
vantages and benefits refulting from a Union are
fo obvious, why will fhe give herfelf fo much
trouble to force on Ireland fuch an amazing ex-
tent of profperity and happinels ; for which fhe
has not the fmalleft relith, and is even fo incorri-
gibly ftupid as to oppofe her own intereft, with
the moft determined obftinacy ? This is like a
confultation of quacks, on the cafe of fome un-
fortunate patient, who is forced, againit his own
convition and feelings, to acknowledge fymptoms
that have never affected him, on purpofe to have
an illiterate prefcription impofed on him, and to
be compelled to fwallow their naufeous fpecifics.

If the people of Ireland are convinced, that
the offers held out to them are really for their ad-
vantage, no minifterial influence need be employed,

i
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o force their compliance with the meafure.—
But, my Lord, if fuch meafures are not likely
eventually to turn out for their real intereft, and
benefit, or if tbéy cannot be induced to think fo,
which is tantamount to the fame thing, is it not
evident that the projeted Union, is a {cheme for,
ftrengthening the political power of Great Britain,
at the expence of Irifh independence ?

But if, my Lord, gentlemen in power deny
that the interefts of Great Britain are the ultimate
view of their fyftem ;—and if they confecientioufly
believe what I moft confcientioufly think they
do not, that an unlimited trade will molt mate-

- rially henefit Ireland, and at the fame time have

no effett on the commerce of England ;—why
not at once generoufly unite us as one family, and
let us chearfully partake of her privileges, without
reducing us to a ftate of villenage, and robbing
the country of that fhadow of dependence which
alone gives her any confequence in the eyes of
Europe ?—True friendthip and brotherly love ne-
ver can form a faithful cement on oppofite princi-
ples,—mutual interelts, reciprocal benefits, and
perfeét independence, are the fole ingredients
which form the bafis of a faithful Union.—If
Great Britain attempts to form one on any other
fcale, the defign favours too ftrong of the felfifh

Englifh character, butis too weak ever to impole
on Ireland.

In fine: If, my Lord, theaggrandizement of Great
Britain is the real defign of the cabinet, and the
luges
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lures thrown out to Ireland only an opiate to lull
her to a fenfelefs ftate of tame acquielcence ;—or
if the proffered advantages would really be bene-
ficial to that kingdom and of no poffible detriment
to England ; and "are only withheld from her
from a fordid felfith difpofition ; in either cafes the
conclufion will be, ¢ that the condut of Great
Britain towards Ireland, is illiberal, felf-interelted,
overbearing, and arbitrary !”—If fhe has benefits
in ftore, let her generoufly open her heart and
beltow them, without exating a paltry fubmiflion
in return, which would immediately do away even
the appearance of a favour conferred. In the one
cafe the would have a large demand on our grati-
tude ; in the other, fhe could expeét nothing, af
Ze/?, but filent difguft and contempt.

The prefent projected Union appears to me jult
in a fimilar light as that of a cunning old cat, ad-
drefling a company of little mice, who lay foug
in their holes, out of the power of her mercilefs
paw.—Little gentlemen—hem—I am forry, upon
my life and honour, to{ee you in {uch a miferable
taking.—How can you be fo mean-fpirited as to
fkulk in fuch an unfeemly fafhion in that obfcure
corner !—fie upon you, enlarge your notions—
come out and fee the world—there are nice doings
going forward here—truft yourfelves to my care
and guidance—here is a clofet hard by ftored
with moft excellent fweet-meats—goody goodies
of all kinds, tarts, cuftards, marmalade, and In.
dia preferves, all nicely dithed up on porcelaine.

' Come,



~ Come, my little dears, ftep out—here is nothing
to moleft you now—no bow-wows in the way—
all fafeand filent.—Very kind, (methinks I hear
~ an old funny moufe exclaim, jult popping out her
nole to fee how the land lay) very good of you,
molt venerable puls, we are all undone by your
generofity—but pray be fo good, before [ proceed,
not to blink and wink your eyes with fuch folem-
nity, for, upon the faith of an honeft-moule, your
grimaces make one laugh, and being naturally
polite, fuch -uncourtly behaviour puts me out of
the way.—As [ was faying, moft potent Sir, whole
important whifkers denote you to be the immediate
defcendent of Grimalkin the Great, who firlt took
pofleflion of their lordfhips from the ftrength of
his claws and teeth ;—if you have {fuch good things
in ftore for us in that fame precious clofet, we are
much obliged to you for your proffered kindnefs,
and will be very happy to dip our nofes in that
fame marmalade ; but in the mean timne humbly
entreat your highnefs, out of regard to your pre-
cious health, to take an airing in the adjoining
fhrubbery, left our little dames might be too
much affefted by your awful appearance, and
either mifcarry or produce fome ill-made abortion,
to the difgrace of our little commumity; for, as to
ftaying here on purpole to watch for us, we could
not think of expofing your Majelty’s gracious
perfon-to fo flavith an office ; and as for direting
us on the road, believe me, moft potent Sir, we
have got as keen fcent after a delicate morfel, as

a0 §
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any of our neighbours, fharpened too by a little
fpice of hunger, fo if we cannot find our own
provifion, we even delerve to ‘go without.—In
fhort, moft fagacious pufs, we relith the dainties
when we can get at them in our own way—nay
our very chops are watering to get at them ; but
as for all that fufs and pageantry you are pleafed
to talk about, and propofing to guard us, and all
that, why it’s quite another guefs matter ; we can-
not fay we relith much the propofal, which, beg-
ging your pardon; carries with it too. much abfur-
dity for one of your years and difcretion to have
advanced.—Befides, moft gracious Sir, I remem-
ber an old faying, that I found in the leaf of a
- book, that one of our younglters was the other
morning making his breakfalt on, and which I
faved by accident from his claws, (you will par-
don me I hope for fpeaking in a lingo, that I do
not fuppofe you under{tand much about) it was
as follows—timeo Danaos etiam Dona ferentes.

With this fage moufe’s fagacious application,
I beg leave, my Lord, to end my remarks ; re-
maining,

Your LorDsHIP’s

obedient Servant,
MARCUS CURTIUS.

P. S. Since writing the preceding Letters, a
new policy feems to have been projeéted by Go-
vernment in framing the materials for the Union,

and
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and it is now given out, that their defign is, not
to remove in tofo the Parliament of Ireland ; a
ftep which had caufed fo general an alarm, but
they intend veiling over their meafures, by pro-
pofing that a partial emigration fhould take place,
according to the exigency of public affairs; and
committees be appointed to attend in the Britith
Houfe, felected from the general body of the
Irith Legiflature, to confult upon all caufes of
general importance to the two kingdoms, while
the remainder of the body may ftill refide at
home to confult for their own internal benefit. °

All this appears a very plaufible fcheme, and
would feem at firft, to do away many of the ob-
jections and confequent inferences, which have
been adduced in thefe letters—but the author mult
warn his country again{t this fpecious delufion—
for what purpofe is all this affected moderation 7—
Does the Britith cabinet vainly imagine that Ire-
land can thus be deceived into even-a PARTIAL
furrender of her independence '—But let us mark
the probable confequence.

Let a certain number of members be nominated,
at the diferetion of the Britith minifter, (which
muft ever be the cafe) to attend from time to time
the fummons of a Britith Legiflature ; although
all the confequences that have been defcribed as
likely to affect the kingdom at large, 1N case or
A GENERAL remove of our Parliament, may not be
immediately and as perceptibly felt, in fo fudden
“asdegree as inftantly to produce the threatened
effects ;
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elffets ;—yet all the attendant evils, though flower
in their operation, would ultimately follow the
meafure, however palliated by a cunning policy,
to render its arbitrary influence lefs difgulting=
nay fuch a fytem would be. attended with more
certain calamity, as its inftant effect on the interefts
of the country would not then have {ufficient
weight, to roufe us to a due fenfe of our danger.
When members of the Irifh Parliament found
themfelves paiLy liable to be called uponto leave
their native country, they would endeavour, by
degrees, to familiarize themfelves with their new
fituation, and would neceffarily be anxious to
make their temporary refidence in England as
convenient as poffible ;—and men of rank, accul-
tomed to live in fplendor in their own families,
would not be content to droll out their exiftence
in paltry London lodgings. — Houlfes in town,
and, of courfe, villas in the environs as fuited for re-
laxation, would neceffarily be engaged—the hopes
of pafling a Winter in London would foon induce
the females of the family to accompany the miffion,
and little perfuafion would be requifite with the
minifter to nominate the fame perfon, with per-
haps fome little variation for decency’s fake, to
attend every enfuing feflions, as the urgency of
public bufinefs might require ; thus all the calami-
ties that have been fpecified in the courfe of the
preceding letters, would make due progrefs though
by imperceptible degrees, their attachment to
Great Britain would daily be ftrengthened by
f intercourfe,
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courfe, by intermarriages, by various con-

nexions, focial and political ; and all the confe-
quent evils attending their emigration would
eventually take place as has been already fuf-
ficiently fpecified~—nor could Ireland have any
ptetpxt even for a remonfirance; as they could
enly be confidered as difcharging their duty.
Time will not permit a minute examination of
the -procefs, in its feveral gradations, which would
thus completely undermine the interefts of Ireland,
by this partial remove of the legiflative body.

But let us confider the meafure in other points
of view, and turn the compafs which way we
pleafe the needle will {till point-to public ruin—
While the lrith Parliament is allowed to take care
of her internal concerns (wonderful condefcenfion)
or in other words, may-from uncommon indul-
gence, be permitted to examine fcavengers ac-
counts, receive petitions for a redrefs of grievances
from the Houle of ndufiry, fee that pigs and all
other fuch nuifances were duly removed from
wandering through the ftreets—be careful that
thieves and pickpockets fhould have no employ-
ment without proper certificates, nor murderers
cut any peaceable man’s throat without 2 due
protection firfe had and obtained ; while difcharging
all thefe feveral important avocations, the Englifth
minifier during the promulgating of fuch whole-
fome.regulations, might lay what plans he pleafed
for the future flavery of the country, and be cer-
tain by a very obvious method of enfuring fuccefs.

:-:» M For
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For example, fuppofe he has fome momentous
proje¢t in view, big perhaps with national cala-
mity, but he is-afraid of a majority preventing
the execution of his defign, an expedient is ready
made to remove this {tumbling-block,—he ftarts
fome queftion of feemingly general confequence
in the Britith fenate; fends exprefs for a com-
mittee of both houfes to attend the important dif-
quifition ;— the Irith Secretary underftands his
cue—takes care that the ballot (hould fall on thofe
perfons moft likely to prove obnoxious; and in-
ftantly difpatches them to St. Stephen’s; in the
mean time, he carries his own meafures through
the Irifh Parliament with due difpatch—all fafe—
the patriotic tranfports then receive a minifterial
permit to return in peace to their deluded country!

Here, however, it muft be remarked, that in
the abfence of the faid members, let the Union
be formed on what model they pleafe; no act
pafling in Ireland until their return, can Be
CALLED AN ACT oF ParrLiamMENT—for it is evi-
dent, many counties and boroughs, would not at
fuch a period have their reprefentatives fitting in
the legiflative body, to be guardians of that truft
delegated to their care, and therefore their eleCtors
could not be enforced BY THE NATURE OF THE
CONSTITUTION to obey laws, that they had no
voice in framing.

On the ‘other hand, if the Irith houle, to avoid
this folecifm, were not permitted to proceed in

any public bufinefs till their members returned
back
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back to their duty, this would be in effe& lofing
even the rast sHADOwW of a Parliament—as it
would be very eafy for the minifter, to ftart frefh
matter of GENERAL CONCERN every fucceeding
feflion, and tg delay its final difcuflion on various -
pretexts, until the advance of the.feafon would
neceflarily put an end to the feflions.

Thus, Friends and Countrymen! (FELLOW CI-
T1zENs | will not call you, as I abominate the
very found of a diftin¢tion ufed by the greatelt
ruffians upon earth) you may beaffured this infi-
nuating meafure is only a more plaufible method
of depriving you by inches of all your deareft
privileges.—As to the fine pretext of fending over
for part of your legiflature to advife with on pub-
lic concerns, what a farce! how long have they
direted their councils without your affittance, and
I muft acknowledge in general much to’their own
credit, the everlafting honour of their country,
and the aftonithment of an admiring world.—Is
it to be fuppofed that the cabinet of St. James’s
awe all of a fudden turned to fuch a fet of dolt-
“head automatons, that they are obliged to apply
to Ireland, to {end over a few furbifhers for their
Wits, and brighten their underftandings !

If they’REALLY, at any time are in want of
youradvice, they know very well that all this
could be effefted, without interfering with your
independenge or impofing on your fenfes.—Let
them have an a& pafled at their own fide of the

Channel, t?‘ permit a fele€t body from the Irith

legiflature
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legiflature to fit in their houle, and affift in their
debates in cafes of urgent mc_eﬁ 2ty 5 and 1 believe the
compliment would be received as fuch , by the gen-
tlemen compofing the Parhament Jof lreland an&’
would be returned in kind,—in fuch a cdﬁ they
would be happy to comply with the@withes of their
friends, on fuch a civil requeft bBeing properly made
to'them, and that 1hey knew, that theré was an ab-
folute neceflity for their appeirance in ibb, Eritifh
Parliament ;—but as to the being forced out of

_ their houfes, and cajoled from their country and

their duty, at all feafons, on all pretences, and in -
all weathers, be made to pack up their alls, and fly

to London, fwim or fink, at the nod of a minifter

—that is quite out of the queftion !

The minifter that expects fuch a degree of fub-
fervience, will find that'an Irifhman, though from
nature he inherits a politenéfs, that will carry him
through any danger or trouble when civilly in-
vited, elpecially in his country’s caufe, yet he
ftill retains a fpirit, fufficient to reje with difdain

any invitation that in the lealt favours of an g~
trary command. b o

THE END.




