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A

SECOND LETTER

TO0 THE

RIGHT HONORABLE WILLIAM PITT.

SIR,

IN the eftimation of public opinion, which
none but the weak man fears, and none but
the blockhead braves, I may appear prefump-
tuous in again addrefling myfelf to a Premier,
whom many have been accuftomed to confider
as the prime of men.  From an unit of the
people, who, to ufe your language, are them-
felves, the mere ¢ Elements of Jacobinifm,”
it may be thought, that fomething is required
more refined than common fenfe, more capti-
vating ‘than confcious integrity, to entitle me
to the attention of the Right Honorable Wil-
liam Pitt.

B Would
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Would to God that I could fee more politi-
cal pride, and more perfonal humility! that T
could fee all the fcattered portions of individual
arrogance, looking on itfelf as every thing,
and its country as nothing, converted and con-
folidated into fuch a ¢ national pride,” dread-
cd by, and juftly dreadful to the Minifter ; a
haughty Hibernicifm, in whofe high contem-
plation, a million of individuals were a mere
multiplication of cyphers, without the Coun-
TRY Was in its proper place, to give them no-
tation- and value. Itis, indeed, a proud feel-
ing of this kind, an inftin&ive fentiment of
country, fuch a love of Ireland as I often fee
exemplified, in the warm and affeGionate em-
brace of my lowly, ignorant, oppreffed coun-
trymen ; fuch as I often hear with ftrange de-
light, in the Wl]d and almoft favage melan-
choly of national mufic: it is this lovely love
of native land, which exalts and ennobles the
peafant, and irradiates his hut as with the vie
fit of an angel: it is this fupreme intereft,
without which, all.men, in my mind, are va-
]uelefs, that, in defiance of natural difpofition,
incites me, unconneéted asI am, by perfonal,
or profeflional obligation, by ‘hope or fear, to
public perfon or political party, and confcious

only
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only of a famengfs and pure confifiency of cha-
ralter, to addrefs myfelf, freely, and on the
floor of equality, to a man, who, although as
great as Great Britain, has already proved to
the world that he has no memory, and has now
as clearly manifefted to the fame world, that

he has no foreﬁght.

A Minifter whom even fycophancy itlelf,
can no longer aflert to be unhacknied in the
ways of men ; that fuch a heaven-born, but
certainly earth-bred Minifier, fhould have at-
tempted to put an extinguifher on a conftitu-

" tion, with as little ceremony as he would upon
a candle, without further immediate preparation
than fending over two or three of /s Great
Men, (for Buckingham is a big man, “and
Hertford a tall one,) and calling over two or
three of our Great Men, to confult them on a
fubject, on which he had- himfelf previoufly
determined, muft be aferibed to a fhameful
want of talent in the man, or as fhameful a
want of  information in the Minifter, or
in both man and Miniffer, muft be owing
to that overweening fenfe of felf-importance,
mixed with a cool contempt of all other coun-
tries, particularly of this one, which, in the

B2 individual
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individual I addrefs, and in the nation to
which he belongs, has become a vice or a ca-
lamity—I care not which it is called—that has
its beginning in ignorance and will always
terminate, where it now does, in ignominy.
Your firft attempt to invade this country has
therefore ended in defeat and confufion, and
in this refpect, you may rank with Hoche and
with Humbert, -

I have feen the high-praifed pra&itioner of
other profeflions, after a long courfe of fuccefi-
ful deception, fuddenly explode into a block-
head ; and there is no profeflion provided with
more and furer means to captivate and cajole,
than that of Minifter ; with hundreds of hands
callous in his praife ; with hundreds of "par-
roquet tongues, taught only to cry, Hear him ;
with hundreds of heads working, night and
day, for Ais exhibition. Lord North, a man
of fome humour, and much good humour,
was able, in the courfe of ten years, fleeping
and waking, to gain the reputation of a great
Minifter ; and Mr. Pitt, with a fluency that
can run on the caftors of four or eight epi-
thets, in aftonifhing found and celerity ; with

a contracted Auglcifn that had been the ut-
moft
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moft range of the father’s philofophy, and is,
in little Great Britain, the bafe of the fon’s
- popularity ; with (and crowned with) a fiiff
ftate morality, and formal intercourfe with
heaven, that recommends him to his earthly
maker ; Mr. Pitt, with thefe and fimilar qua-
lities, has been able to fwim on the flutua-
tions of public opinion, but full I think not
fo much by the firength of his arms, as by the
buoyancy of bladders.

An abler Minifter would fcarcely have
thought of carrying a great country by a coup
de main. His fagacity (called prophefy by in-
ferior minds) would not have been cheated by
the internal and domeftic quarrel, into the de-
lufion that the country was weary of its exifi-
ence as a Nation, but would rather have {uf-
peéted that the agitation and conflict of party
and perfonal ambition, indicated a new and
firong vital power, which, by one prepollent
motive, might be forced into a combination
that would have all the effet, if it wanted the
effence, of public virtue 5 and the country,
tired of wearing fo many mafks, might affume
Jit/elfy-at length, at once, and for ever. A Mi--

nifter, that did not fupport himfelf merely on
- the
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the plank of exifting circumftances, would
have watched the eflet of political difcuffion,
making its way in a firange direction from the
lower to the upper orders, who had long felt
unealy, and firuggled againft conviction, and
are now glad to put in pracice fome of thofe
truths which, for fome time longer, they will con-
tinue to revile and reprobate in others. He
would have anticipated the formidable junc-
tion of family, of property, of profeffion, and
of talent; the convenient coalition, and fra-
ternal embrace of ftatefmen long, and fatef-
men lately, out of cabinet confidence, now
piqued into patriotifm, and aéting with joint
efforts againft a whimfically compofed Irith
Miniftry with  phree mames,”” and fuch names
as Cooke, Clare, and Cafilereagh. In fhort,
if deceived into a meafure of this nature, by
the premature confidence of his Irith ma-
nagers, by their contemptuous eftimation of
the country coinciding with A own, and by
the low value his fupercilioufnefs, and perhaps
his political ceconomy, might fet upon certain
men, fuch a Minifter, thus deceived, and thus
defeated, would not have ended with a threat
of ufing every effort, thort of the laft extre-
mity (will z2ar frop him if he goes /o far?) in

; the
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the purfuit of this meafure, in order to keep up
the vigilance and re-altion of the whole coun-
try, to bind and brace the party and perfonal
oppofition more firmly with itfelf, and with
the country ; thus perfevering to bid, perhaps,
at fomewhat higher rate, for perfon and for
people, after turning the eyes of all Ireland ox
itfelf, on its real value, its relative power, and
its European confideration.

I muft, however, admire the fiff bend
which you iake to the dignity and indepen-
dence of the Irith Legiflature, while you are
preparing the inftruments of its defirution.
When Don Carlos of Spain was about to fuf-
fer death, by the fentence of his father, and
indulged- a little in the feclings of nature—
For fhame ! cried the executioner as he fiript
open hie neck—For fhame, Don Carlos, #
ail for your good !-—=But this appearance of re-
fpeét to the integrity of the houfe (in both
fenfes of the word) is probably done, with a
view of ferving your own purpofe, on a future
more favéurable occafion, by the previous re-
cognition of its full and unlimited competen-
cy 3 not then to be fhared with the people, as it
is ww owned to be, at leaft by the Irith Mi-

nifter,
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nifter, for upon your exifting principles of the
laft month, the people have nothmg to do in
the matter.

I might, perhaps, as one of that peOpIe
have faid, that there is an inherent trufteethip
in each and every eftate of Legiflature, in the
Commons Houfe of Ireland, in the Houfe of
Peers of Ireland, and'in the King of Ireland ;
that as the crown is p'aramount. to the King
who wears it, the Conftitution is, or ought to
be, paramount to the Parliament, and above
the fphere of that competency which is to
preferVe, but neither to create or to defiroy ;
that if one parliament be competent to enter
into fuch a compadt, the united parliament are
equally competent to break, as foon as they
pleafe, the conditions of it ; and therefore no-
thing in it is fure and permanent, but the
srrevocability of our independence. I might
have faid, that’as the Houfe of Commons, or
of Peers, feparately, are as little competent to
furrender the conftitution to Mr. Pitt, as King
John was, by himfelf, or even with the other
eftates, to furrender his crown to the Pope ;
fo, when combined with thefe eftates, an om-
nipotence is the refult——Yee, an omnipotence

MOVIHG
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moving within the circle of its rights and its duties,
poffefled by every petty court, and (I fpeak
from my reverence to authority) by every petty
conftable. I might have faid, that as ancient
legiflators, in order to fecure due fubmiflion to
their laws, had recourfe to the intervention
of heaven, to the aid of an oracle, or to a
fecret intercourfe with an Egeria, and as in
times more modern, Kings, who were no le-
giflators, affumed the right drvine as a necefla-
ry fupplement to government, fo it may be
convenient for men who are lawyers, but no
lcgiﬂato\i‘-_s, to fpeak to the people from the
clouds and darknefs of parliamentary omnipo-
tence ; but it were, perhaps better, in fuch in-
quifitive times, to praétice the mimickry of
ancient fuperftition fomewhat lefs, to vulga-
rize their divinity fomewhat more, and to
treat our political faith with a little of that
truth, that candour, and that tendernefs, by
which the Author of our .religious faith,
changed the law, which thundered and light-
ened exceedingly from Mount Sinai, into the
gentle and refrething dew of pure and plun
chriftianity. There is as little policy as pi-
ety, in beftowing on human authority the at-
tributes of the Almighty; and the Minifter

\ C of
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of expediency, will find, that the competency
of which he boafts, will not be able to bridge
the Irith channel ; that God faid—Let them be
iflands—and iflands they will remain—and
that this geographical diftiné&nefs, and in-
dividuality of mnature, will mock the power
of Mr. Pitt, and will fmile at the omnipotency
of Parliament.

I will go lower. Whether garrifoned by a
pale, partitioned as a lordfhip, degraded as a
province, or cajoled as a kingdom, the national
mind of Ireland has ftill remained unconquered
and unconquerable. It has adhered with con-
ftancy, in the fellowthip of misfortune ; bruifed,
but never broken; hopeful in humiliation ;
holding faft to its faith and clinging to its
country. Itis now fix hundred years, fince a
cruel coward, an odious fugitive, a tyrant and
an adulterer, entered into a confpiracy or a co-
alition with a king and a pope for the conqueft
of his native country. Since the bafe treach-
ery of the barbarian, finding a rcady fupport
from. profane hypocrify, civil ambition and pa-.
pal ufurpation, the country was given up to
the banditti of the royal adventurer, by a pi-
ous pope, for the honor of God and the
" welfare
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welfare of the land ; and although' the annals

of the world, ftdined as they have been with
the tears and blood of mankind, never exhia

bited fuch a chronology of flaughter, fuch pe=

rennial plagues of profcription, confifcation,
famine, peftilence and the {word, never, I fay
again, never, in the dreadful uniformity of
this calamitous flory, never did a country {uf-
fer more which remained truer to 71/¢/f; for the
hammer of defpotifm has always rebounded from
the anvil of refiftance. It will not be #ow, that we
will fubmit this country to the Right Honorable
William Pitt, a country that has furvived the
thunder of the Tudors, and the exterminating
fword of Cromwell ; that for fo many hundred
years, had been feparated, alienafed, and dif-
owned by England, its hatural growth of fo-
cial improvement blighted, the march of the
human mind reverted, and trained up by policy
in the education of anarchy and rapine, the
theme of Englifh ridicule, or of their * hor-
ror,”” when every refiftance to opprcﬂion, was
deemed ¢¢ the repeated perfidy of an odious
race,”—it is not poflible, that in a /zzle time,
this country fhould lofe its memory, and its
underftanding fo far, as, upon the promife of
difinterefted love and unalterable attachment

Ca from
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from the Right Honourable William Pitt, to
make an uncompenfated and uncompenfable
furrender of  itfelf, and forfeit for ever the
hopes and profpeéts of 1782. - '-

With refpect to the underftood arrangement
of that year, I would onlyafk thisnation, and
that nation of yours, was an Union ever in
the moft diftant contemplation of that fettle-
ment ? Were the fpirit, principle; or motive of
an adjuftment which recognifed as perfectly as
Grattan and repeal, as Flood and renunciation
- could recognife our independence ; was this
meant merelyj/ as an inchoate meafure for the
purpofe of m/l'hing the individuality of Ireland
in the duplicity of an Union, and 'in the net
of the Retiarius Pitt? O Memory of Flood!
was fuch an annihilating adjuftment, the end
(as death is the end of life) of your victorious
argument ? Speak from the duft—for the fub-
je&t is potent to break even the filence
of the grave.~~Anfwer and fay, did you
renounce Britith fupremacy in the name of
~ your country, in the year 1782, for fuch a ter-
rible and eternal termination as that propofed
in 1799 >—I think I hear the fullen found that

indignantly anfwers, No.

O Memaory
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. O Memary of Volunteers, truly glorious
and immortal, celebrated mow by thofe, who
did their utmoft to chill your hopes, and damp
your honeft fpirité, would this man have dared
to make fuch a propofal, when your arms were
glittering in the fun, before you were yet
fhorn of your ftrength, and wheedled out of
your virtue ; before your conlcience, will and
underftanding were locked up in the eferitoires
of imbecile, indolent, prejudiced or pufillani-
mous men ; before your fpirit hadbeen diluted
by delegation, or evaporated in the interchange
of compliment, the adulation of addrefles, and
the facile fabrication of pretty replies ; before
an ariftocracy of perfevering procraftination,
had conquered the good fenfe, which led the
good people, to a good underftanding with
each other ; before you talked fo much in your
own praife, and when England, and when
France praifed you, in aweful filence ; would
this Minifter of England have then, or would
he now, if 1 could appeal from the dead to the
living, ‘deferibe the adjuftment of 1782, as dic-
tated ¢ by a fpirit of momentary popularity”
as not final with refpeét to conftitution, as pro-
vifional and fupplementary, a facrifice to na-

tional pride, and a feafon of raving patriotifm,
but
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- but 1n’its nature and its intention profpective ;
a legiflative competence—merely to confoli-
date ; an independence folely—to unite; and a
life—to die. I thought I faw the flath of arms ;
I thought I heard the fame march which
ufed in the year 1780 to fwell my heart, and
raife me in the ranks to a level with my coun-
trymen—No—No—It is the new volunteers
with the Englifh name. - The lawyers of 1799,
the found but not the fenfe, the corps but not
the {pirit. That fpirit of 1782, now fleeps in
the grave, or upon the bench. And fome of
my volunteer comrades, have been forced, pure-
Iy, by their hyfteric horror of the French Re-
volution, to accept offices under the ftate, and
many more, are at this moment, filent f[ufferers
in the living grave of the prifon, where I
have fpent twenty-four hours, (the prifoner
counts by hours) and fome of thefe men have
fpent as many thoufands, Dear and gallant
fouls! whom, fifteen years ago, I addrefled,
and whom I now refpectfully falute, placed in
a fitnation regarded by God and juftice, reft
affured, that in this our long battle of life,
in this wreftling match between the good and
the evil principle, (I will not fpecify them by
any other name) the latter will at length lye
prof-
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profirate, and Liberty will be the FinAL ApjusT-
MENT. He indeed, who only looks through
our hiftory, the hiftory of the Englith in Ire-
land, the regifter of errors, follies, and crimes,
will begin to think, that fervitude and con-
tempt are the neceflity of our nature, and the
fun of reafon will, through fuch a medium,
appear deeply dyed in blood. Look again.
The great luminary is in its afcent to meri-
dian altitude, and the morning of our nature
and improveability as a nation,. has {carcely
broken, after the darknefs of fix centuries.
The light has already ftruck upon the high
places, the turrets, the fpires and the fieeples,
but as the day advances, the low places, and
the dark and defolate will be illuminated and
cheered. The ufelefs beams that played upon
the tops of the hills will defcend into the val-
lies, and warmy-and fertilize them. Virtue
will become vertical, and man at length will
-find delight in exiftence—But in the mean

time, We muft walk in darknefs and the fha-
dow of Mr. Pitt.

Sir—=when I compare the contents of your
{peech, (which in my poor opinion, betrays
much more of perfonal pique than the ability
| of
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of a great ftatelman, (as if the national quef=
ftion, had been wholly incorporated with the
inconfiftence of Mr. Fofter) when I compare the
contents ‘of this fpeech with the context of
your altions; with the military eftablithment
voted for this country ; with the gradual con-
verfion of militia into regulars; with the ap-
proaching change of the yeomanry into the
fame ftri¢tnefs of difcipline and. extent of du-
ty; with the intended alternation of Englifh
and Irith militia, accomplithed in the firt in-
ftance by means I have not time to dwell on 3
with the late voluntary offer of three militia
regiments to be foon feconded by fimilar of-
fers from the yeomanry; with the martial bills
lately introduced-into parliament ; and with
many other circumftances to be remarked in:
filence, I feel no conviction more palpable,
than what. I formerly mentioned, of the mili-
tary deftination of this country, and although
an Union might have accomplifhed this final
arrangement of yours, with more form, and-
perhaps with more efficacy, I warn Ireland, that
this continues to be the plan paramount to that
of Union, and that although defeated in a
meafure really only preparative to this purpofe,

the exertions of the Minifter to attain it, will
not
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not fuffer the leaft relaxation, though his route
will perhaps be a little more circuitous. |

As a patriot who loves peace above all things
but Liberty, I deprecate this new calamity as
bout to fall on my Country, to become the feat
of war between the internccine principles that
are devaftating Europe, and to be erefted into
a platform for royal and republican prize=fight-
ers.. I pray to almighty God, that he would
infpire my head . and my heart with fome
means, with fome ante-Pitrifmy that might have
even the probability of tranquilizing this coun-
try by the peace of Freedom, of reconciling the -
perfonal intereft of the Monarch with the will
of the people ; of fupporting monarchy, and at
the fame time, maintaining the independence
and autonomy of my native land; of repel-
ling both Minifterial invafion and French in-
vafion, and clofely uniting the firength and
refources of thefe iflands—not by a confolida-
tion—but by.a divifion of the executive pow-
er. . Might not the very fame thing be repeat-
ed now, which was done 600 years ago > What
one King did by his fole power, might not

another King be enabled-to do, by (in this

cafe) the ufeful omnipotence of  parliament ?
D What
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What Henry the 2d did to John the firfi,
might not George the 3d be enabled to do to
any of his children, (excepting the Prince. of
Wales) and if the crowns, inftead of being
made infeparable, were for ever disjoined,
might not monarchy fupport itfelf berrer by the
feparation, and the two nations become mOre
united by their confequent independence ?

The divifion and civil war of this country,
has been dated from the day, that the rights
transferred to John as Lord of Ireland, re-
verted with the title, to the crown of England,
and perhaps we might hail the return of the
ﬁublic peace, from the hour that, by the-autho-
rity of parliament,' confirming the free grace
Gf a father, the individuality of the double
crown was made diftinét; an Irith Sovereign
brought home to the people, domefticated by
conftant refidence among the people, identified
with the people, their interefts, their paflions,
éven their prejudices ; circumfcribed, in his
councils and concerns, to the fingle welfare of
the weftern ifle ; related to the crown of Eng-
Jand only by the link of nature and the ties of
Kindred, not ¢ rex fub eo, et paratus ad fervi-
fium fuum,” but competent in himfelf, and

confident
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co,nﬁdent againft the world in arms; related to
the country of England, clogfer than 'elz_;‘cr, ‘as Man
to Man, not by bonds of parchment, but by the
lﬁronger bond of mutual interefls, by the barg_cj_r
of benefit, the interchange of obligation, by the
reciprocity of good for gaod, which forms the
ufefulnefs and ornament, the fruit And fragfanéé
of private and of public life; and if poﬁ:blc,' bjr
the reciprocity of good for evil, that amiable ef-
fort of chriftian religion, and orieptal mora-
lity.

I know that any propofal to unite royalift and
republican may appear ridiculous, and that Law-
yers who place their limits of poffibility always
in precedent, and benumb every attempt at im-
provement by barely crying—impoffible ! will
fhake the heavy head and f{mile ; but I am not
the lefs anxious to find fome point of contall be-
tween the contending fations (for they are no
more) and I think that I find it, in the mutual
defire of Irifh Independence. Tagree with ybu,
Sir, the champion of monarchy, that there muft
be a change, ¢ a new experience,” if not ano-
therorder of things, but the great problem is
to make that change without convulfion ; to re-
concile the caufe of monarchy, with ablolute and

D2 eternal
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eternal indepcndcnf‘_:e of Ireland ; to unite the
nations, by feparating the governments, with
mutual fatisfaction ; to make a family compaét
and a political federation ftand in place of fuch
an union as would diftraét the country with
fomething worfe than its old diﬁemperature,
and really weaken the common ftrength, by
totally extinguithing affeétion. I do believe
that there is a large mafs (I think it better
to call it by this name) attached to monarchy
(and chiefly on that account to you) by ancient
habits, by the natural royalifm of property
- (for the rich are the raya! of the earth) by the
panic of innovation, by the rational dread of

revolution, by the fpedtre of fome unknown
anarchy, who are, at the fame time, ftill more
ftrongly attached to the independence of this
eountry, and their own intereft in that inde-
pendence. I do believe, on the other hand,
that there is a vaft population, whofe property
1s their perfons, that have been driven into
democracy, and forced to take fhelter in re-
publicanifm from the ftorm and terror of the
times, whofe afféctions have migrated from
their country, as the bird abandons the neft
polluted by human hands, and who have be-

come Frenchmen, becaufe they were not' fuf-
" fered
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fered to be Irithmen, yet whofe country is ftill
the home of their héart, and who in this
common love of country, have a pornT of
CON;I‘ACT ftill remaining with the former bo-
dy, and growing broader fince the prefent to-
pic was agitated, which might be improved
_into a lafting treaty of amity and peace, per-
haps, by the fimple expedient of a refident in-
dependent exccutive, dependent on the general
will, an inherent fovereignty, whofe intereft
might lead it to thofe effential reforms, that
would perfeét the happinefs of /75 own people,
and heal for ever thofe diftraGtions, faid to be
fomented Jfolely for the mifunderftood intereft
of another people, ¢

I am a Proteftant Diffenter, fo zealoufly at-
tached to that effential diftinction, the right
of private judgment (which a fellow, himfelf
a chronic ailment, a fort of ring-worm in this
country, has declared to be a caufe of religi-
ous difference nearly obfolere) that 1 think I
fhould be able to lay down my life in maintain-
-ing that diftinétien ; and yet, I do not feruple
to declare, that I can fee Popery mo where but
in the Proteftant Afcendancy, a term borrowed

from the falfehood of aftrology, and pregnant
with
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with the cunning of an art, which impofed on
human credulity ; nor can I difcern the Po-
pery of politics any where, but in the affumed
domination of any external power, over. the
civil concerns of this country. I donot f(;g_'uple
to declare, that I think -,Henry the 4th of
France aéted wifely as a King, in the fame pro-
portion that James the 2d of England acted
with hereditary folly ; and, __vy_iﬂl Fletcher, 1
fay ¢ the moft zealous Protefiant in the na-
tion, ought to wifh that.a Papift thould fuc-
ceed to the throne, with fuch limitations, as
would render the nation free and independent,
than the moft Proteftant and beft prince with-
out any.” And I add, that I had much rather
fee the King of Ireland and 7 Ireland, of the
fame religion with.the great mafs of his peo-
ple, thai that this country of great Catholic
population, 'but lefs comparative firength,
thould be united to the mafs and magnitude
of Great Britain, without any whatever fecu-
rity for the prefervation of the conditions of
the compact ; or any other guaranteefhip, than
the good faith of a great power.

Idraw my politics neither from the caftle nor
the prifon, neither from Cafilereagh nor O’Con-
1nor,
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ti“b"r, ';m‘ti what I f:.siy will 'maiiiféﬁ'my'fak motive,
is, to fave this my native land from impending
devaftation, in the collifion of two rival nations,
regardlefs of us, in the rancour of rherr mutual
antipathy 5 and I appeal from the rage of par-
ties and the leaders of parties, to a PHILOSOPHI-
cat and prefcient patriotifm, that fits, like Ar-

chimedes, calmly intelligent, and is ableby the
machmery of fome powerful motive to dath hof-
tility in pieces, while it remains invulnerable,
in its own found and folid integritys

Let me not be underftood when T have menti-
oned Philofophy, that I mean a Plor. Philofophy,
of late, denounced by minifters of the ftate and
dignitaries of the church, who fufpecting fome
fecret fympathy between the fpeculations of fci-
ence and political innovation, have exclaimed
with Omar—¢ Burn all the books—for if they
contain-only what is in ‘our Law, they are ufe-
lefs, and dangerous if they contain any thing
clle.” Thefe men perhaps have heard that
knowledge of all kinds is affociated, ‘and that a
fpirit of adventurous refearch once excited in
the great chain of nature, feldom fails to be
tlanfmltted through the whole, and to br 1ghten
the finalleft link, in its courfe, like the flame of

eleCGricity.
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electricity. They therefore dread Philofophy
and all her works. The power that draws down
the lightning from heaven, in filence and fe-
curity, might for them, have been nothing more
at this day, than the attraction of firaws and
feathers by the frition of amber ; ; and the vir-
tue that arms a needle, fo as to guide us round
the globe, and make us hit the fmalleft ifland
in the vaft Pacific, might, Jor_them, have ftill
flept in-the coarfe and unpromiﬁng- ore from

whence Philofophy educed it. |

-Imprefled as he is with the fear of this Phi-
lofophy, which could alone elevate his mind,
from an adherence to certain inveterate max-
ims, to the fabrication of fome adequate plan,
that even 1n its bold diforder, would be the
better qualified to meet the perilous and un-
exampled exigencies of the times; ungifted
as he is with any fuch heroifm of thought,
as can defcry afar off, the poflibility of things,
I can have little or no hope, from a man and
a Minifter, who has vilified the very parlia-
ment he crouches to compliment ; who has
affronted the Catholic body in the very aét of
alluring them ; and who has introduced a fort

of civil war into the ftate, in order to infure
peace
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peace to the community.  But let me tell this
Minifter, that /ome experiment beyond the com-
mon line, is imperioufly called for, to refift,
‘with any effect, the new taétic of French po-
licy. Our old tactic of penal law, fyftematic
corruption, contentions of party and perfonal:
ambition, divifion into cafts, and monopolifin
of afcendancies, will be of little avail, againft
fuch folid and homogeneous pewer. -~ Com-
pulfory confolidation at home, will not avail,
more than difcordant coalitions abroad. They
have been cruthed, like clods of clay, in the
hand of a giant. They firft erected, and have
{ince fuftained a re-action, which in the me-
chanifm of mind, has been not only contrary
to action, but more than equal; and France
has made the conqueﬁ of Europe, by the in-
L ﬂuence of Pitt, and the fubferviency of his
coalitions, while “the - wretched Kings, of
Wrétched iﬂand$ are now deploring their ca-
]arnmes, and at this moement, curfing the au-
thor of con‘fbhdatlon Tutor’d perhaps by
events, I aV"er, that French power would have
met witn more obﬁacles, or at leaft would ne-
- Ver hav‘b" rifen to fuch a height, had there ne-
ver beerra coalltlon formed ; and had the dif-
fqrent ﬁates rernamed—at home, the fand would

E have
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have broken the tide, which has broken down
the mole. That tide would have retired peace-
ably into its bed, but for the refiftance it ex-
perienced ; and the meditated confolidation
of thefe countries, is, at beft, but a fecond rate
coalition, the intention of which, would have
been much better effeéted, by each of thefe
iflands refting on' the fquare and firm-fet bafis
of their national independence, “valuing that
as dearly as their exiftence. - Were every na-
tion to bear that rule in their own country,
which Ahafuerus decreed, that every man
fhould bear in his own houfe, prefent peace
would be the refult, and. future war would be
impracticable. \

But if the talented order in any country,
fhould be divided into men of capacity with-
out views, and men of views without capaci-
ty; if the untalented orders labouring under
a combination (I was going to call it confpi-
racy) of rent and profit againft wages, fhould
be prefented with a fyftem of national reform,
comprifed in the licence from a bithop of a
different religion, to a parifh dchool-mafter of
a different religion, with an index expurga- .
torius of Jack Connor and Moll Flanders ;"'

H;
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if the independence of fuch a country, has
been aflerted only for the fake of a partial in-
tereft, and the affertion thould turn out no-
thing more than the rivalthip of monopoly, -
were 1 to fmile at this fudden and unforefeén
"~ ebullition of patriotifm, I fhould fhelter myfelf
_under the example of Hannibal, who, being
queftioned on this infult to the public diftrefs,
made anfwer, That a {fmile of fcorn for thofe
. who felt not the lofs of their country, until
it affected their private interefl, wWas a {fmile of
forrow for Carthage. |

Sire] am fatisfied, that if Ireland remain not
true to itfelf, ¢ in fcipfe totus teres atque ro-
Jundus,” it is not your fault, but it is our fault,
and ' our ' folly: You have done your ut-
moft, in the meafure you have propofed ; in
the manner of propofal ; in your affertion of
the competency of parliament to kill itfelf, but
its incompetency to manage the country ; in
‘the general /ftigma affixed to the morals and
manneérs of the whole nation; in the broad
hints made by your perfonal friends, of with-
drawing commercial advantages to their own
eventual misfortune, and of re-enadting the pe-
pal code againft the Catholics ; in this blind
- E 2 _ and
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and exceptionlefs defiance of people and of par-
ty, you have indeed done, all that man could
do, to embody the party with the people, and

b

the people Wlth the party. o §

But if the party be one thing, and the peo-
ple another, if inftead of having a common
centre with the country, the party thould re-
volve folely about 11/¢lf, and if that {elf be made
up, of -a heterogeneous hap-hazard coalition,
without any predominance of principle, or ha-
bits of affection ; if the leadets of fuch a party
fhould either be unpopular, or fhould defpife
popularity, fuch a coalition muft fhare the
fate of the others, and the Mihifter muft foon
triumph, for the wery fame reafon hée has be-
fore been fo often defeated. For a little time
the whole matter will be allowed to fleep, for
a decent interval,’ fuflicient to fave the honor
of the Irith Minifter: and if in that interval,
the party fhould fet itfelf againft the people,
if nothing fhould be propofed in 'the way of
concnlxéttion, much lefs of reform, which is
now fatally made to appear but little lefs prac-
ticable than revolution ; if no exp@nment be
tried, not even’ that dignified one, of a pag-

LIAMENTARY coMmssmN, to examine perfon-
| ally



3t

ally and on the fpot, the faults, the caufes,
and the remedies for thefe difturbances: if
there fhould be a feeble oppofition to a new
courfe of coercion, preparing its prongs to rake
ilp the frefh embers of rebellion ; the Minifter
will zhen juftify the ground he has taken, by
appealing to the world, and to the empire,
that Ireland is ¢ non compos fibi,”” incapa-
ble of felf government, and like the unhappy
lunatic, muft {fubmit to the fcourge of coer-
cion, or feek refuge from the torments of po-
litical exiftence, in the euthanafia of an in-
corporate Union. .

Then indeed the party, high and powerful
as ‘it may now deem itfelf (though. perhaps
that now 1is ah"e‘ady. paft) then indeed will it
be flattened to the level of the people, by the
great hammer of confolidation, the found of
which is heard acrofs the Atlantic as well as
here, lifted by that great political mechanic,
Prefident Ada;ns;, as it is here by the Minifter
Pitt; while"blqth thefe mighty Ab]ack-ﬁniths’,
are fweat_:i'h,gh in fympathy, and labouring by
ti;me-kmaii.ng and alternate ftrc_)kes, to give the
hard and rigid independence of the country,
a pmpex malleability; and to turn ploughs and

b ‘ fhuttles,
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fhuttles, into fpears and bayonets. Then in-
deed, 1 fay, the party will become the people
—when there will be no country, and coun-
trymen——when there will be no Ireland. No,
—I am not furprifed, that a country, who
confiders her conftitution as a revelation from
heaven, precluding improvement from reafon
or experience ; whofe will and whofe wifh is,
I think, againft reform of any Kkind, becaufe
the looks upon the aétual ftate of things, as
the public law; and the ‘actual Minifter, as
the exifting governmént—no-~I am not fur-
prifed, that a country, incorporatively united
with the war and Mr. Pitt, fhould act and
fuffer as fhe has done, and as fhe does. But
I confefs, that among the miracles of human
nature, it appears to ‘me the greateft, how
country gentlemen, could have been in - this
ifland, fo panic ftruck our of their property,
how, on one fide really invaded, and on the
other, invaded with the fear of invafion, they
could fiill lend a helping hand to the ferew
of coercion, with fuch recent experience of
its effedts in inviting invafion, and opening
a way for the enemy ; how they fhould equally
facilitate the power, that on one part wifhes

to make a conqueft, by the confequence of an
Union ;
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Union; and the power that, on the other
part, wifhes to conquer by feparation; and
when neither object ean be accomplﬂhed
on the inftant, how men, fond of their per-
fons and property, fond of their cattle and
their country, can cheerfully join in the de-
fign of both enemies, to weaken, diftract, did-
trefs and hamftring that country, until it may
find no refource, but in fuicide or feparation
—if any thing is moft firange in this ftrange
world, this appears to be fo.

I do declare, that it would appear to me
far lefs ftrange and unnatural, if the proper-
tied mafs of this country, din the juft appre-
henfion of being, not. merely fqueezed, but
ground down to powder, between the two ho-
tile principles, fhould take thofe means, that
the law and conftitution ftill place in their
power (notwithftanding the hanging up of
the Habeas Corpus) to impel adminiftration
into a fecond treaty with the reputed leaders
of the populace, if not of the people. Thole
who condefcended to treat once, may conde-
fcend to treat again, and the {fame large ftate
neceffity, which fent Malmfbury twice, and may
fendhim a third time, to thake hands with the

murderers
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-~ murderers of their Soverelgn, mightbeplea fuf-
ficient, for taking any meafure that would ex-
tinguifh France in Ireland, fuppofe, by afking
thefe men what did they want, and if eman-
cipation and reform were ftill made ufe of as
pretexts, by removing at once the pretexts; and
thus difarming the leaderfhip, while it un-
mafked their  hypocrify. O God ! might a
_country gentleman exclaim, is all this public
and private diftrefs, merely, in order to pre--
ferve the fmell of a rotten borough under our
nofe, and to prevent a Catholic from fitting
by our fide? Is the meutralifin of the county
(a ftrong but latent power) able to ground
the connexion, on ne furer foundation than
the abufes of the conftitution, and if influ-
ence, or in coarfer phrafe, "if corruption, is
become too expenfive a cement for this con~
nexion, cannot even the felfifhnefs of property’
fuggeft fome means, or at leaft by its power
of inactivity, give weight to fome meafure,
that would produce fedéral friendfhip with /elf=
' exijlent fovereignty, rather than be confolidated,
comprefled, and afeffed into the redemption-
lelz fervitude of an Union? Would to God,
that T were as able as 1 am willing, to fug-

geft fuch a meafure, and that I could glut my
political
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political vengeance upon Mr. Pitt, by making
an addrefs to him, who betrayed the rights
of the people, the medium of a redrefs to their
wrongs.

Sir, one thing is certain—Thefe countries
never can be faithfully connected, but by their
mutual independence, and the meafure of an
Union, injudik:ieus in any but ephemeral po-
licy, and impracticable in nature, would real-
ly make that a hoftile, which ought to be
a focial feparation ; the fociality of manners,
of language anc of laws; the feparation of
governments, who might and ought to unite
in every relationthip, but that of mafterthip
and fubje&tion ; not “an Union by conqueft,
not an Union by monopoly, notan Union by
gold or by iron, but an Union of mutual in-
tereft, the only bond of affeétion between na-
tions, and fupported by public opinion, without
which Union, the fpider weaves as firong a
web as Mr. Pitt.  Britain, by her paft {yf-
tem to Ireland, has in reality diminithed Aer
own enjoyments, and curtailed Aer own induf-
try, by iaking away that ftimulus, which our
new wants would have fupplied ; and, inher .
prefent fpeculation, of uniting impending

F -bankruptcy



bankrtiptcy with folvency, and affimilating the
taxes, if not the tempers of the two ‘coun-
tries, fhe is equally deceived in her views of
profitable adventure, equally deceived with the
Minifter, whofe chief objeét is, military con-
feription, and to make this ifland, a /alvage
for the empire. I queftion, if Britain has
gained as much, by anxioufly making herfelf,
‘the medium of our contracted trade, as if this
ifland, had been what nature defigned it, a
Free Port for the world ; and I am convineed,
that the monopoly of political power, deno-
- minated an Union, is equally ill calculated to
draw forth the real firength, and refources of
the two iflands ; which, by their being Ieft
more to themfelves, and partial afcendancies
being levelled to equal laws, would come forth,
fpontaneous, and unfolicited, from united and
incorporated nations. Nor will it be the dif-
traétions of the country, nor the fyftem of in-
fluence, reverting to. the old fyftem of mili-
tary power, nor the pretexts of invafion, which
* will make an Union more palatable, to the
felfithnefs, to the pride, to the integrity of
the nation ; to the heads of parties, or to the
tails ; and if, by a reliance on fuch meafures,
you, Sir, fhould be fo impolitic, as to propofe

' the
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the matter a fecond time, and fo unfortunate
as to fucceed in it, you will only accelerate
that ultimate decifion, which we would both
deprecate as the worft of evils.

Were any one, therefore, as a perpetual pre-
ventative of thefe evils, to propofe, fupport-
ing monarchy in both iflands, not by the had-
zardous proje&t of uniting the two legiflatures,
with the immediate lofs of exiftence to the
one, and the eternal lofs of Liberty to the
other ; but by the divifion of the crowns,
through the authority of parliament, to the
fatisfa&tion of the King and the father, and
with the acquiz_:l'cence_;k of ‘national opinion j
were it to be fuppofed, that it is the prepon-
derating influence==I fhould be afhamed to
fay—corruption—neceflarily attending on a
double crown, which totally deftroys the ba-
lance of the conftitution, while it has been
made the only principle of the connexion ; and
were this man to propefe, grounding this con-
nexion, on a more honeft, a more honorable,
and a more durable bafis, by a felf-exiftent,
inherent fovereignty, attached to the Britifh
monarchy, in the relationfhip of blood ; and
by a felf-legiflating people, attached to the Bri-

F 2 tith
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tith nation, by the reciprocity of good for
good, not evil for ,'evil, I fhould think th'e,‘_in-
tention of the defign, more meritorious, and
the execution equally pradticable with that of
the Right Honorable William Pitt. |

Is it not poflible, that the Britifh conftitu-
tion, fhould, in the one ifland temain as jt
15, with all thofe conceived abufes which how-
ever, the public will there feems to cherifh; and
in the other ifland, the Jame conftitution,
fhould be more accommodated to the fame ge-
neral fentiment, at leaft, in being freed from
the monftrous abfurdity, of excluding the great
mafs of the people, from any fhare of politi-
cal power, yet, at the fame time, imperial con-
nexion be preferved, without “Indivifible and
irrevocable confolidation? Is ‘it not poffible,
that inftead of imitating‘thé errors of the
Englith fyftem, in commerce as well as con-
ftitution, this country might imitate its ex- ,
cellencies, without impeaching the connexion,
or diminifhing the réfources of the empire ?
Is it not poffible, that one country, getting
above the fpirit of a corporation, and the other
getting out of the fpirit of an exclufive com-
pany, both countries might be better united,

' and
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and their firength confolidated, merely by Tet-
ting them alone? Is it po{ﬁble, for example,
that the political purpofes of exa&ly affimi=
lating the taxation of the’ two countries,
and all the errors of the commercial fyftem, ,in
its high duties, and confequent encourage-
ment to fmuggling, in its taxes on necefla-
ries, in its inconfiderate bounties, in the mul-
tiplied trouble and vexation of the Cuftom-
houfe, in the confuﬁon, obfcunty, and craft
of the book of rates, in the monfirous ex-
pence of ralﬁng the revenue, is it pofiible, I
fay, that the political purpofe of multiplying
patronage, and ﬁrengthemng, at fuch a coft to
King and country, the influence of the crown,
might be effected by any expedient, that would
at the fame time, f{uftain the firm of govern-
ment, while it purified its fubftance, the mo-
rals, the manners and the induftry of the peo-
ple, their integrity ;'md‘ their independence ?

It is utterly impoffible? anfwers one, who
can make no diftinétion between things ex-
traordinary and things impoffible. It is ut-
terly impra&icable! anfwers ._anot'her, who has
an intereft in caufing that impracticability,
or whofe views extend farther than his ability

to
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to reach them ;- but if men would take only
the trouble, of faving their lives and properties,
from the coming conflagration ; if they were
not petrified to one fpot, and, ‘like thofe who
{fee a bomb flying through the air, fixed by ve- ‘
ry irrefolution, I do think that in this provi-
dential #ime granted to them, they might give
fpeed and finew to fome patriotic expedient,
which paiting from Mr. Pittasithe eaft does
from the weft, would in its eircuit and circum-
navigation round this great meafure, ga;'na day
which he has loft—if they were fenfible, as I
am, that it is the intereft, and fhould be the
bufinefs of ‘their lives, to advance the conftis
tutional independence of their country, by a
fingle year, by 2 fingle month, by a sINGLE
DAY. |

Str—-it is your great and exigent purpole,
and as far as I can gather from the languid
loquacity of your Irifh tranflator, it fiill conti-
nues your purpofe, to prefs—I was going to fay
—to crimp this country, by a plan of bafe va-
lue, though artfully ftamped with the image
of the Sovereign, into the perpetual fervice of
a war, difaftrous even in its victories. Itismy
p,urpofc to appeal from fuch falfe and fallacious

ftatement .
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ftatement to the independent fpirit of the coun-
try, and of parliament, who might by that very
independence which you object to, have once
become the faviours of the Empire, and might
ftill prove the falvation of Ireland. It is your
purpofe to extinguifh patriotifm entirely in this
ifland as a principle of adtion. It is mine to
bring Ireland home to every heart. Senfible as
you are, of the precarioufnefs of power, mighty
as it may be, which partakes in the inftability
of winds and of waves, it is your defign to dry
up the channel. It would be my wifh to make
it ten thoufand times broader than it is, but if
that proje¢t be as impracticable as your own,
nature has rendered it impracticable that we
fhould be fo loft to ourfelves, as to feel the ulfe,
the pleafure, and the neceffity of living in peace,
and of loving each other, I fhould then wifh
for that 1NsuLAR coNNExION, which might
yield fupplementary firength, but ftill retain
public independence ; which might, in each
ifland, affimilate, but not ‘in both, annihilate
the Britifh conftitution (the inevitable confe-
quence of an Union) I fay, the Britith con-
ftitution, as, and only as, eftablifhed in funda-
mental principles, immemorial ufages, and-me-

morable precedents, fuch as the Great Charter,
e’ the
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the Bill of Rights; the Habeas Corpus, and that
memorable precedent which altered the defcent
and brought another family, as it might now,
with the fame parliamentary authority and po-
pular acquiefcence, bringanother perfon fromthe

“fame family to the poffeflion of the Irith throne.

It has been your crime, your error, or your
misfortune, to have weakened the ftrong hold
of that family in the hearts of their people ;
to have weakened the foree of the empire by
a diftra&ion of the legiflatures ; and to have
weakened the firength of this ifland, by poh-
tical perfecutlon under religious pretexts ; for
nothing is of greater verity, than that the
Catholics are not fubjeét to a foreign jurif-
diction except in fpirituals, and have folemnly
and repeatedly dlfavowed it ; juft as the Dif-
fenters difclaim: any temporal authority, and
reft their faith, in the words and works of
another {upreme power—-—thelr Redeemer and
]udge., They as little acknowledge the com-
petency of the fiate, to regulate their religious
concerns, as the Catholics ; and the Catholics
fuffer for the fame caufe, and on the fame
grounds, in which the Diflenters have fo of-
ten fuffered at the ftake, and bled in the field.

ArmicaTy Gop'—Univerfal FaThER !—Pity
and
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and forgive the folly of thy creatures, clé;im-
ing from thee the ETERNAL! the pfivileges of
primogeniture, and by afts of fupremacy and
uniformity, making thy divine juftice, and
thy omniprefent benevolence, the accomplice
of their pride and partiality.

It would be my plan, to bind the iflands
together, not by cramps of iron, but by coin-
- eidence of intereft and community of privi-
lege ; to fubdue open and fmothered war in
this country, to conquer France at leaft in Ire-
_land, by fpeedily placing the whole people on
the fame level of political equality, which Al-
fred gave to the Danes, and'to the Englifh;
which the truly heroic Alexander, in fpite of
Ariftotle, gave to the Perfians as well as
Greeks, although the latter had fuch an ex-
traordinary opinion of themfelves, as carcely
to acknowledge the reft of mankind as of the
fame fpééies; that fame political equality,
which even the Moors granted to the Spa-
niards for the fpace of four hundred years. It
would be my plan, to counterpoife the power
of France, in the affections of the people, by
fighting it with its own weapons ; not to trou-

oy G ble
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ble yourfelf by marching to Paris, but to make
the genius of the Britifh conftitution, encoun-!
ter the genius' of Jacobinifm in the covert re-
cefles of the human heart. What, vaineft
and moft vaunting of men! What do" you
boaft of ? Armies and navies, martial laws and
loans of millions, taétic of Toler, and finance
of Corry, when there is a2 SOMETHING in abey-
ance, perhaps the more formidable by not giv-
i'ng it a name, which I might call, if not
the fpirit, the ghoft of the old Britifh con-
ftitution ; that, terrible in its form, and excel-
ling in brightnefs, paffes.at times acrofs your
mind, and makes you tremble in the feat of
your pride. I do repeat it, that France muft
be encountered in the human heart, and with-
out you gain pofleflion of that little organ,
your military organization, and your politi-
cal confolidation, penal codes revived, or new
courfes of coercion, are at prefent precarious ;
and will ultimately prove unfuccefsful. An
engineer as little as a dwarf, lean and pale,
can 'do what two thoufand favages, ftronger
than Milo, are not able to aécor’nplifh; and
one or two conciliatory laws, fhort in their
letter, but ftupendous in their moral force,

|  would
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would have an effe& beyond ten thoufand of
Barbarian policy. Sir!—Sir!—While you want
the mafier key to the Irith heart, you will find
it vain to pick the lock by corruption, o;
force it by intimidation.

Enlightened, but not warmed with 'claﬂic.
lore, it has been your aim, to check the Li-
berty of literature, from a fear of the:litera-
ture of Liberty ; and from a dread which the
REPUBLIC of LETTERS infpires, even by its very
name. Without looking to the context of his
life and epinions, without regard to the im-
mortal interefts of fcience and Philofophy,
Horne Tooke was immured in the Tower, and
his courageous integrity, and his viza/ friend-
fhip put to the teft, while Windham was hunt-
ing after fome rival, who might at the fame
time, put down his ingenuity and his learn-
ing. Had they lived, Milton would have been
called down from the mufic of the fpheres,
by the imperative'rap of a bow-ftreet runner ;
and Shakefpeare would, for certain paffages in
his Julius Ceefar, have rececived a caftigatory
examination from the fon of the poet Can-
ning. Boyle and Locke would have been huf-
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tled out of the Cduntry, and Bacon would have
kept his place—only by being the meaneft of
mankind. It is the confe\élucnce of your plan,
to blaft and deftroy literature for ever in this
country, its young hopes, and profpects of ex-
cellence. It is the Dutch policy, to burn all
the fpiceries which a o fertile feafon pro-
duces, beyond what they expeét to difpofe of
with profit; and to collect the young blof-
foms, and .green leaves of the nutmeg trees,
in order to extirpate them. England!—I
envy you your Sheridan, though I freely part,
with all that was Englifh, in your Burke.

Inftead of making this ifland a nurfery, from
whence, principles and praétices may be tranf-
planted noxious, to your own Englifh confti-
tution ; inftead of fending Irith genius, to be
fawned and flattered in a Britith fenate, into
~its living fhame and its immortal infamy, I
would cultivate the bloffoming talent of my
own country and keep it there. The wily
wifdom of Dundas, fhould in vain hold out
the temptation, of a more ample' field for the
play of intereft and ambition in continental
cares, and European politics——Dundas—-—him-
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felf belonging to a country, in which there
~ are fourteen millions of acres of wafte land,
in which a traét of land compofing a fifth
part of Great Britain (I mean the High-lands,
the Connaught of Scotland) with fome ex-
ceptions, is in a ftate of nature, where a great
body of the people, the moft virtuous of the
whole ifland, have been dragging out a mi-
ferable exiftence, perifhing through want, or
forced, through wild defpair, to abandon
country, kindred and friends, and tg embark
moneylefs and unknown, indented flaves; a
country through which Johnfon rambled,
throwing out his Londoner fneer at its defola-
tion, and feafting and flattered in the hall of
Macleod, while the fiorm raged abroad, drown-
ing the cry of human mifery, that would have
touched a more fympathifing heart, and which
even a penfioner might have repeated to his
fovereign.—Let Dundas of “Scothand, but to
his great comfort ousr of Scotland, prefent his
allurements to Irith ambition, while he taunts
us as a little ifland ¢ furrounded by the Jeas,”
(1 pardon the tautology for the truth of the
expreffion) but in my opinion, there i no
fubjeét more completely adequate to the high-
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eft fublimity of genius, and to the better in=
tellect of a capacious heart, than the care and
education of our own country, though it
were ten times fmaller than it is ; and, to
my eyes, Ulyfles appears greater, and more
humanly divine, while wiftfully watching the
¢urling fmoke that afcended from Ithacas
more fublime, when he poured his vengearice
on the fuitors, than when he fpoke in the con-
grefs of kings, or fought in the plain of
Troy, or defcended from the fatal horfe, in
darknefs and treachery, ‘to plunge his fword
in the bofom of a fleeping city.

IN FiNE—Sir—it has been your plan, to
put down private opinion by open force
to give political intolerance the edge and ran-
cour of a religious perfecution, and to take
away the life of man, for the diabolical crime
of taking a Teft,* and entering into l;articu-

lar affociations, which the right adminiftra-
| tion

* It is an hiftorical fa&, that the firft Chriftians
ufed a covenant and agreement, and thofe who were
not united were called ¢ Afynthetous, kai afpon-
dous,” ¢ incompofitos, et fine feedere.” Their Teft of

Aflociation
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tion of general government might have fus -
perfeded, and STILL MIGHT SuPERSEDE. It
would be my plan, to deftroy intrigue from
France, and corruption from England, by ra'h
lying every Irilhman without diftinétion,
about his own intereft, in the rLove of his
couNTRY. Vain wifh! it may be faid, while
William Pitt continues Prime Minifter, and
Charles Fox a private man. Yet, before I
fink into the filence and obfcurity of nature
and ftation, let my national pride, give the
perfonal pride of that Minifter, a piece of ad-
vice contained in three words, which take in
the whole extent of Adam Smith, and found
the depth of David Hume ; which form the
golden rule of a good, wife, and permanent
government ; the grand fecret of commercial
concerns, and political ceconomy ; .the true
means of confolidation, and moft durable ¢e-

Affociation was called Syntheke, which is tranflated
Conventus, but in reality it clearly fignifies a Cove-
nant ; and Pliny tells us, that the Chriftians took an
oath to hve ¢ thus, and thus,” that is, to cultivate
a brotherly affetion.

ment
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ment of connexion; uniting lacenic bre-
. vity with attic terfenefs, and the ‘fagaeim
~ ty of the fage, with the fimplicity of the
child—in three warning words——LET U
ALONE. |

WILLIAM DRENNAN.

"MARLBOROUGH-STREET,
28tk February, 1799,



