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T H E

P O L I T I C A L ,

C O M M E R C I A L ,  A N D  C I V I L ,

S T A T E  O F  I R E L A N D .

W E  ihould cautioufly guard againft the condemnation o f  

a great and important meafure, before we have examined it 

in ail its bearings, with the found and deliberate excrcile of 

unprejudiced reafon. F o r,  however fublime the range o f  

genius may be, or however high the caft o f  authority, they 

ihould not be admitted with ailertions as arguments, nor

unfupported opinions as proofs.------ W e  ihould try them by

the unerring touchftone o f  fad s and common fenfe. G e 

nius may dazzle, but not elucidate; and authority may im - 

pofe, i f  not err— it often does fo. B ut fadls cannot miilead, 

common fenfe cannot deceive. A n d , if by thefe two guides 

the people be fuffered to judge for themfelves, vve are co n 
vinced they will judge juftly.

H aving thus exercifed their underftanding fully and fairly, 

if  they find an Union pernicious to the welfare o f  Ireland, 

then, in the name o f  common fenfe, let them rejedl and op- 

pofe it to the laft extremity. But, i f  on the contrary, they 

perceive, that it is the only hand which pours oil into the
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wounds o f their bleeding country, and binds them up for 

ever; if  it be the only means to heal particular grievances, 

and to promote general welfare, let them in G o d ’s name 

cmbrace it. And judging o f it, let them coolly and difpaf- 

fionately diredt their views to the whole intereft o f  Ireland, 

which muft, unavoidably include their own particular wel

fare ; let them alfo confider well the ftate o f  Ireland to day : 

the ftate o f the Empire and of Europe, the caft o f the times, 

and the awful condition o f  the civilized and bleeding world, 

— and then they will judge juftly.
O n  a fubjeft fo comprehenfive, ihould any arguments be 

advanced, which have been more ably enforced before, we 

truft we ihall be excufed : at the clofe o f a long difcuffion, 

perhaps, it is not unpardonable, as it is not unwife, to re- 

frefh the memory of conviction.

O n e ground, however, remains yet untrodden— it is that 

o f  commerce. And on this important ground we hold it 

our duty, fo far as full and authentic documents enable us, 

to inftruft our fellow fubje£ts in Ireland, and to warn them 

with anxious concern as they value their country, and al- 

moft their exiftence as a nation, to think wifely, and a£t 

juftly.— For this purpofe we (hall lay before them a body of 

evidence on Commerce, which is incontrovertible by the 

higheft, and we doubt not, will prove conclufive to the 

meaneft capacity, on the fubjeâ of an Union.

It has, however, been aflerted, that though the wifdom 

and expediency o f  an Union were manifeft, it is not lawful* 

N o w , in the very aflertion, there is a plain contradiction to 

the point advanced. T h e  eflence of all power and all law 

is necejjity : which necefiity is in other words an imperious 

principle, called the good o f Society. Whatever, therefore, 

is wife and expedient, contains that eternal principle, and 

is the eflential bafis of all laws whatever, whether they be 

fundamental laws or laws of regulation.
But,
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B u t, without dragging an heavy load for conteft, w e 

fliall, like David when he would not encumber himfelf 

with the weighty armour o f  Saul, enter the conflict in a 

different manner. W e  aflert, therefore, that the Parlia

ment is fully competent toenadl an Union : and our autho

rity is— that of C o k e , Hale, Blackftone, the great and ho- 

neft Lord Somers, and the four prefent C h ie f  Judges o f  

Ireland. And who can be more perfonally affeâed againjl 

an Union, from their official fituation, than the laft named 

authorities : and what authority ftands higher for difcern- 

ment, than that o f  Lord C la r e ;  what one more pure or e x 

alted, than that of Lord Carleton;-------more able than that

o f  Lord Yelverton ;------ or more profound than that o f  L ord

Kâlwarden ?------ Befide, i f  the Parliament of Ireland be not

competent to this a£l, then the great and eflential powers 

o f  Parliament are blailed, and its beft authority is no more. 

W  hat is the Catholic Bill reduced to by this argument ?

------ A  public infringement on the rights of individuals.

W h a t the propofed reform ?-------A n  unlawful abrogation o f

corporative franchifes. W h a t  the repeal o f  the D eclara

tory A di, o f the 6th o f  G eorge I. ? A  nullity— an a&  o f  

ufurpation ; and the Parliament o f  Ireland is ftill bound b y 

Englifh  laws.— But we need no ftronger teft o f  the invali

dity o f  an opinion, than the abfurdity o f  its confequences. 

Befide, i f  the Prerogative o f  the C ro w n , the Privileges o f  

the People, and the Conftitution o f  Parliament, be not fub- 

ject to its contro?, how, in the name o f  common fenfe, did 

w e, the fuüje&s of the K in g  of G reat Britain, attain the 

invaluable bleffings o f  that Conftitution w e enjoy fo emi

nently above other nations ? Such crude aiTertions really 

deferve no anfwer. F o r if Parliament had not this compe

tency, we had been ftationary in bondage, like the other 

Haves of Europe. But, thank G o d ,  every thing is within 

the power o f  the Parliaments o f  thefe realms, which is for
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the good of their refpeiiive nations, and Parliament has no 

other fundamental law nor limitation.
T h e  queftion then is, whether the propofed Union be for 

the good of the Irijh nation, or not ?
A s this queftion includes the benefits derivable by the 

people of Ireland, from her prefent fyftem, and. thofe from 

an incorporative Union, we (hall, in order to bring the mat

ter to a clear iflue, confider the prefent Political, Commer

cial, and Civil ftate of Ireland. And under thefe three ge

neral heads abundant proofs will concur, to enable us to 

decide accurately and fully which of the two fyftems, the 

prefent or the propofed one, ought to prevail, with a view 
to the good of the people.— Unfortunately, the happinefs of 

the people of Ireland, is according to the opinions o f  many, 

found wanting in the balance o f prefent good. If  fo, hu
manity, however, weeps over the folly of pride, and fome- 

times pardons the weaknefs and ambition— but can the mean 

dread of lofing authority blind particular men to the com 

mon utility of their nation— ’do not its wounds cry unto 

them,— or can they be deaf to an awful fentiment of their 
own individual condition? T h e  great voice o f  nature 

furely cannot be drowned, in thefe times, in filly prejudice 

or calamitous error.

P O L I T I C A L  S T A T E .

T h e  political ftate of a country may be confidered inter

nally and externally. T h e  internal ftate includes its g o 

vernment and powers; the external ftate its relations, in 

point of enmity or friendfhip, with other nations. In thofe 

two views let us confider Ireland.
Firfi : A s  to the government of Ireland, the policy of its

arrangements in 1782, marks the imperfeótion of its prac
tical
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tical pow ers; and that ikill which fo nobly attempted to 

cure political complaints, introduced but new diforders. 

F o r  from the great objeft o f  that arrangement, which was 

independency, arofe the idea o f  diftinanefs, and through 

this diftin&nefs between the two bodies o f  the Em pire, as 

well as the tw o bodies o f  the Iriih nation, the contagious 

poifon of the times has infufed that o f  reparation. And 

againft this deadly confequence to all parties there is no an

tidote, nor refource left, but an incorporative Union.

H ere however independency rifes againft the proportion, 

pleading with all the force o f  honourable pride. T o  this 

manly principle, therefore, w e b ow  and anfwer, that Iriih 

independency does not, can not exift, fave under an incor

porative Union. I f  it did really exift, what muft follow ? 

Ultimately and unavoidably a feparation o f  the two king

doms, through jealoufy and variance : I f  Ireland be nomi

nally independent, the feparation is fo much the more inevi

table, when one Parliament in the moft powerful kingdom, 

is  really independent, and the other in the weak kingdom is

pradically fubfervient.------ T h a t  this is the cafe, every law

o f  Ireland announces under the great fe a l o f  Britain : which 

is a record of the dependency o f  its connexion, and an at- 

teftation of the inferiority o f  its ftate. R em ove that inferi

ority, and feparation enfues : embrace equality, and the 
U nion may be immortal.

T h e  Parliament of Ireland is ipjo f a 5lo, in a dependent 

ftate, as w e have (hewn before : the C row n  o f  Ireland is 

by law dependent on that of G rea t Britain, and the com 

m erce o f  Ireland, is by neceffity ; and it muft with grati— 

tdde be acknowledged as a favour that it is permitted to be 

dependent upon the bounty o f  the Britiih Parliament : as 
w e ihall incontrovertibly ihew hereafter.

T h u s  then we fee that the Union removes at once all 

thefe dependencies, and makes Ireland completely independ

ent and equal to G r e a t  Britain, She will then become po

litically



lîtically free, whereas her government and powers are now 

politically dependent.

N ext : with refpett to its Political Relations, that with 

Britain is a dependent one, not only in Crown and C om 

merce, and under the feal o f  its laws, but under the ihield 

o f  its proteftion : and that with other nations, is but through 

abfolute dependence. F o r it wears again this badge in the 

figns and feals of all treaties, and diplomatic arrangements, 

entered into by G reat Britain wirh other Powers. And if 

it  be not thus included, and dependently conne£ted, it has 

neither political relation, nor rank amongft treating nations.

W e re  ihe not thus dependently connected with G reat 

Britain, what muft be the obvious refult ? It is remarked 
by Machiavel, that war ihould be the only ftudy of States, 

and fays Hobbes, war is the ftate o f nature. Thefe two 

men demonftrate to us the melancholy hiftory of Political 

Societies. T h e  leagues o f  nations are confederacies o f in- 

tereft ; that intereft originates and ends in views o f power. 

W h a t  then is the power of Ireland ? where is her portion, 

to fecure friendihip by leagues, or repel enmity by arms, 

were ihe independent ? Th is want of power muft, neceffa- 

rily and ever, make her dependent in the wildeft fchemes 

of fancied independency, either to become wholly uncon

nected, or remain connected as at prefent by a federal 

Union. T h e  proofs are evidently before her. But had (he 

ample power for independence, would the propofition o f 

Union now exift ? M oft indubitably not : ihe had long fince 

been independent. But her diminutive ftrength and rela

tive pofition on the globe deny this independence, therefore, 

ihe can only be conjunctively independent; and through 

no other conjunction, that all the wit of man can devife} 

can ihe be independent, than through an incorporative one. 

W e  defy the moft profound judgment, or iharpeft ingenu

ity, to point out any other mode, whereby Ireland can be 

in reality and pradtically independent, than through an U n i
on

( 6 )
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on o f  the Legiflatures. She has neither population, terri

tories, revenues, nor commerce, to be feparately independ

e n t ;  but, by incorporation and identity with G reat Britain, 

ihe acquires all thefe : and, therefore by Union, and with 

G re a t  Britain alone, can Ihe, or will ihe ever be independ

ent. ** \
A s  to Union with France, it is Union with defpotifm 

and robbery. T h a t  murdering nation has tw ice renewed 

her vaft armies, which have been fwept o ff  the face o f  the 

polluted earth. She has tw ice publicly robbed her own 

fubje&s, giving them for their plundered property, paper 

o f  no value, under the name o f  Ailignats and M andats.-—

She has, unceafmgly and without diftin&ion, fince the re

volution, ftripped her people, after ihe had robbed her 

throne and facked her altars. N o t  glutted with the (laugh

ter of above two millions of her unhappy fubje&s, ihe pluck

ed the fword from the bowels o f  her own people, to plunge 

it  into the bofom o f  foreign nations. She has vexed both 

elements : the earth and the fea bear witnefs againft her 

havock o f  the human fpecies : and Heaven itfelf had not 

bounds for her crimes— ihe has infulted the M ajefty  o f  the 

Creator upon his throne.

T h e  whole globe was unequal to her horrors : even one 

fmall portion of it has been plundered by her rapacity of 

1 ,6 9 1 ,7 5 7 ,3 5 4  /. fterl. [fee table A .]  And we believe it 

m ight with great truth be aflerted, that tigers and wolves 

have not colle&ively committed fuch havoc upon their ref- 

pedtive fpecies iince the creation, as the French upon their 

o w n, fince the revolution. N o w  that thefe men ihould 

with fuch qualifications fet up to be legiflators o f  the world, 

is fomewhat ftrange. B ut it is more ftrange, that Ireland 

or any other nation, in its fenfes, ihould unite w'ith them. 

F o r  have they not puniflied virtue w'ith chains, baniihment, 

and death ? do they not regard their own people as an herd o f  

cattle, to be butchered for their purpofes ? have they not

treated



treated the people of other nations in the fame manner, or 

fold and transferred them as beads to other mailers ? It was 

the cafe in Venice: Have they not deftroyed old and free 

republics to convert them into new, and load them with 

chains and oppreflions ? It is the cafe in Switzerland. W il l  

Ireland then unite with them to become independent and a 

republic, that is, to bleed under their chains, guillotines, 

and tortures ? or will (he unite with Great Britain, to be

come as free  as Britain in her Crown and commerce, in her 

Parliament and political Relations ; to become as powerful 

as Great Britain herfelf, and, we truft, a joint inftrument 

of Heaven to ftay the fcourge o f humanity ?

»

C O M M E R C I A L  S T A T E .

L e t  us now confider, what is the nature and extent of the 

commercial advantages o f Ireland under her prefent fyftem, 

and what are thofe derivable from the propofed fyftem of an 

Union ?
Here we (hall fully and fairly fee, upon the plain and un

equivocal evidence of figures, whether the opinion of all 

thofe who oppofe an Union on the ground o f trade, is found 

or not, and if their teftimony be as true and difinterefted as 

they pretend.
Since the commerce of Ireland depends on Britiih con

nexion, as will obvioufly be ihown, it is reafonable to afk 

what is this connexion ? It is one which fubfifts through the 

Sovereign of both countries being the fame. But it is af- 

ferted by Ireland, that the K ing, Lords, and Commons of 

Ireland, in all their functions, legiflative and political, are 

diftinft and feparate from thofe of Great Britain. Confe- 

quently, whatever is diftinft, feparate, and independent o f 
each other, muft indifputably be without contact, and of

courfc
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courfe without *  connexion. W h e r e ,  then, is the bafis for 

Iriih commerce ? where the cement to preferve from diffo- 

lution this fyftem of Britiíh conceiîion ?

It is true, an A d i o f  Parliament has fixed the C row n  o f  

Ireland on the brow o f  a Britifh K in g  ; but as that K in g  

and his Parliament o f  Ireland are feparate and diftindl in all 

functions of authority from thofe of England, this A d i of 

Parliament does not invalidate the confequences refulting 

from their being diftindl, feparate, and independent of each 

other; namely, that they are indifputably without contaól, 

and of courfe— without connexion. Befide, what one A d i 

o f  Parliament has done, another A d i o f  Parliament can undo. 

W e  fee nothing but confufion here ; yet this is the con

nexion upon which the commercial exiftence of Ireland de

pends : this is the ft ate o f  reparation upon which Britiíh 

courtefy and Britiih conceiîion ftand ;— and of what value 

and extent thefe concevions are, in the common commer

cial calculations of lofs and gain, between the tw o nations, 

let us now inquire.

Such

•  T h e  fa l lacy  o f  th e  p refen t  re la t io n  b e tw e e n  G r e a t  B r ita in  and Ir e 

lan d, has b e e n  m oft fu l ly  an d  a b ly  d ifcufled  by L o r d  G re n v i l le ,  under 

ev e ry  poifible relation o f  S ta te ,  C h u r c h ,  F in a n ce ,  A r m y ,  & c .  w h e r e b y  

h is  L o rd ih ip  made it appear, th a t  th ere  was rea l ly  N o  Connexion b e tw e e n  

th e  t w o  countries.

Irijh Commerce with Great Britain .

( T h e  fo l lo w in g  ftatem ents are found ed  upon th e  P u b lic  A c c o u n ts  laid b e 

fo re  th e  H o u fe  o f  L o rd s ,  25th  o f  F eb ru ary ,  1 7 9 9 ,  b y  T h o m a s  Irving, 

E fq ;  In fp e ito r  G e n e ra l  o f  the  R e v e n u e .)  >

1799.

O n  a n  average o f  four years preced ing  the  

5 th  o f  J an u ary ,  17 9 9 , the  a n n u a l  i m 

p o r t s  from  I r e l a n d  in to  G r e a t  B rita in  

am o u n ted  t o  -  .

O ii

£ •  s. d.

2,8x2,383 s  j
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O u  an average o f  the  fame period th e  Bri* 

tiih and Foreign exports to Ireland amount

ed to  ...............................................................................................................................  2,7 3 3^70  l 6  %

O n  an average o f  three years ( th e  lail  year,

179 8 , not  being yet  made out in th e  ac

coun t given in ),  th e  imports from  th e

w o r ld  amounted to  -  *&>734»5 4 r 1 1  3

O n  an average o f  four years preceding 

th e  5th o f  Jan u ary , 179 9 , the  exports to

t h e  w o r ld  - -  *7  IO

Obl'erve th at  th e  above values are com puted agreeably t o  the ancient 

eftim ates in th e  Infpe&or G e n e ra l ’ s Office, w h ic h  eftim ates are upon 

an average about 70 per cent, ben eath  the  real and p refen t value o f  the  

articles.

Such is the comparative commerce of G reat Britain with 

Ireland, on a fair average of four years, and of the com 

merce o f G reat Britain with the world.------ W e  ihall now

take another view o f  it under thofe two heads during the 

laft year, whereby the advantages, and difadvantages will 

appear beyond the power o f  contradiction in the felf-cvi- 

dence of figures#

T h e  t o t a l  imports o f  I7 9 S  into  G reat  

Britain  n ot  being y e t  made out,  w e  (hall 

t a k e  th e  value o f  th e  preceding year,

1 7 9 7  » £ - a i , o i 3>9$6

T o ta l  expirtsy 1798, -  £• 33^ S S i39^

W h o le  trade w it h  the w o rld ,  -  -  -  £ .  54,669,3$3

Imports from Ireland in to  G re a t  Britain dur- 

ing  1798, ; - £ •  2>734>3^2

E xp o rts  during do. to  Ireland

Britiih  m anufa&ures - £ . 1 ,6 7 6 , 6 4 8

Foreign m erchandize, - 1 ,3 16 ,118

W h o le  trade w ith  Ireland, • •  •  £ • 5>7* 7>229

V a lu e d  according to  the ancient rates, or ab out 70  per  cent, beneath the

prefent value.

T h us we fee clearly what is the value of the Iriih com

merce, and what is the value of the whole commerce of 

Great Britain. It now remains to confider the Revenues
arifing
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arifing to G reat Britain from thefe refpeâive fources of 
commerce.

B y  the Infpe&or G en eral’s account, it appears that the 

amount o f  the revenue o f  cuftoms colle&ed from that part 

o f  the trade o f  G reat Britain carried on with Ireland, was 

in the year ending the 5th January, 1 799>— 47,542 /. T h e  

amount of the revenue of cuftoms, collected from the total 

trade of G reat Britain 6,899,835 /.

H ence therefore it is obvious and incontrovertible, that, 

while Ireland enjoys more than a ninth part o f  the co m 

merce o f  G reat Britain, that commerce, which it might 

be fuppofed would contribute a proportionate (that is a 

ninth) part to the revenues, does not contribute an hundred 

and forty-fifth part.

Confequently, by comparing the Britiih commerce with 

Ireland, and with other nations, and by comparing the cuf

toms paid refpe&ively by them to G re a t  Britain for that 

commerce, it appears obvioufly, and beyond the poiîibilitv 

o f  doubt, that Ireland has an advantage over other nations 

as 145 to nine ; a fuperiority unexampled in all the fyftems 

o f  jealous commerce fince time began. F o r  Britain lofes 

fo much in her revenues ; (he has facrificed fo much to fof- 

ter and favour Ireland ; to elevate her near herfelf in com 

mercial rank, and now ihe would unite her in her unparall

eled greatnefs. She has not only facrificed a fixteen-fold 

lofs in her public revenues, which ihe might have gained 

by the fame trade with other countries ; but, in the view of 

commercial purchafe and individual calculation, ihe pays 

25 per cent, more to Ireland for thofe articles, than ihe 

might procure the fame for from other nations. T h ere 

fore, the balance of the account ftands th u s:— the public 

revenue o f  G reat Britain fuftainsa lofs in the trade of Ire

land, on the comparative proportion o f  its commerce, as 

145  to 9> that is, ihe receives an hundreth forty-fifth part, 

where a ninth part is the proportion ; or, to make it ftill

more
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more clear, fhe receives about one thoufand out o f every 

fixteen thoufaad that might be expected. Further, this is 

not merely fo much gain to Ireland, but a fource of incal

culable gain through its refults, on her productive labours. 

— It goes however further: the private confumer in Britain 

pays 25 per cent, more to Ireland than he need pay, were 

the fame articles for his confumption taken from other nati

ons, and which form the chief and almoft entire trade of 

that country. W h a t then is the additional refult o f  this 

gain throughout its effeCts .on the induftry o f Ireland ?

But the advantages o f Britiih commerce to Ireland go (till 
further.

O n  an average of the three laft years, the annual imports 

o f  the produits and manufactures o f  Ireland into Great B ri
tain, amounted to 55510,825/. whereas on a like average, 

the exports of the produits and manufactures o f  Great Bri

tain, amounted to but 2,087,672/. Here then is a ba

lance of 3 4 2 5 ,153 /. in favour o f Ireland, operating upon 
the great fyftem of national induftry.

But the advantages of Britiih commerce to Ireland go 
ftill further.

Britiih protection and connexion have opened to Ireland 

new  channels for her manufactures ; in return for which 

ihe imports foreign articles, and then exports thefe foreign 

articles to Britain. O n  an average o f the three laft years, 

ihe has fupplied Britain with foreign commodities to the 

annual amount of 10 1,8 6 4 1  and in return for thofe fhe has 
taken from Britain, articles o f the nature o f raw materials, 

which are the elements o f internal induftry in Ireland to the 
amount of 447,477/,

Bu t the advantages o f Britiih commerce to Ireland go 
ftiU further. W e  may, however, be interrupted and aiked 

— Does not Ireland take, befide thefe raw materials, (which 
ihe cannot get elfe where) the woollen and cotton manufac

tures o f Great Britain ? Granted : but it is a feather in the

balance

( Il )
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balance o f  her trade. L e t  us fee what is the relative pro

portion o f  thefe branches, without comparing them with 

the whole o f  her other trade ?

T o t a l  value o f  woollen manufactures exported in one year,

preceding the 5th o f  January, 1799, -  £ .  6,836,603

D itto  to Ireland, £ .  580,723

T h u s  then without heeding fractions, w e may fay that 

there is but a twelfth part of her woollen manufactures 

exported to Ireland. N o w  let us fee the value o f  the 

cottons :

T h e  Total Export o f cottons during one year preceding the

5th January, 1799, amounted to -  £ .  3 ,497,197
D itto  to Ireland -  -  £ .  107,293

T h u s  then the exports to Ireland are about a thirty-fe- 

cond part o f  the whole. And what has been given for 

thofe by Ireland ? her native products, and the manufac

tures o f  her ^induftry. Befide, where elfe than in G reat 

Britain could thofe articles o f  woollen and cotton have been 

procured, of fo good a quality, and at fo cheap a rate ? N o  

where on the globe. W hereas the linens taken in return 

for them could have been procured at a much more mode

rate rate, from various countries. W h a t  proportion, too, 

does the value o f  thefe two branches o f  woollen and cotton 

bear to the value o f  Iriih linens? So little (as will appear 

hereafter) that Ireland takes further from Britain, in order 

to make up the balance, and as ilated by the prefent Speaker 

o f  ihe Houfe o f  Commons o f  Ireland, “  Salt for fijheries 

and provifions ; hops, which ihe cannot grow \ coals, which 

ihe cannot ra fe\  tin, which ihe has not\ and bark which 

(he cannot get elfewhere\ and all thefe without referving any 

duty, or a power to impofe any on them, though her own 

fubjeCts pay two, three, or four (hillings a chaldron for coais^

fent



fent coaftways, and in London ten (hillings.”  (M r. Fof- 

ter’s fpeech— Woodfall’s report, p. i i o ) .  Such is the 

prefent Speaker’s ftatement o f the trade. And as to the 

foreign produce which ihe takes from G reat Britain, the 

whole during one year ending the 5th January, 1799, 

amounts to 1,412,504/. according to the real value, and 

which (he could not poifibly procure from any other market 

at fo moderate a rate. T h is  will be perceived when it is 

ftated that four o f  thefe articles are tea, muflins, pepper, 

fugar, and amount to about 900,000/. o f the foregoing 

fum. But it ihould not be loft fight of, and therefore it 

may be repeated, that all thefe articles were not only pro

cured in G reat Britain cheaper than elfewhere; but were 
alfo taken in return to balance the extenfive exports o f Iriih 

produóts and manufa&ures. But the advantage of the B ri
tiih commerce to Ireland goes ftill further.

It is of fuch importance, that in M r. Fofter’s words 

(p. 109) “  It is almoft necejjary to her exiftence.”  T h e  

linen trade of Ireland is by much the greateft portion 

o f its commerce— and of that trade, about nine-tenths de

pend upon Britain. W h a t then are the dangers, which 

menace this trade, without an incorporative Union ? T h e y  

are inevitable ruin. W ithout political feparation, without 

rebellious commotion, or without civil {hock in Ireland—  

commercial confequences muft alone diiTolve the trade of 
that country.

Its own profperity prepares its death warrant under its 

prefent relations ; every further advance to fuccefs is a ftep 
nearer to the grave.

T h e  watchfulnefs of G reat Britain over her trade and na* 

vigation, which conftitute the fources of her power and her 

fplendor, was fufficiently marked for Ireland, by the C o m 

mittee of the Lords of Trade. It was this commercial v i

gilance that appointed them to inveftigate the Iriih A tt fo r  

granting b o u n t i e s  on the e x p o r t  of the linen and hempen

manufactures

( H )
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manufactures o f that kingdom, and fo r  repealing the bounties 

cn f a x  feed imported ; and fo r  encouraging the growth thereof 

in that kingdom. F o r  fo long as the kingdoms are diftinófc 

and feparate, fave by a parliamentary dependence of one 

crow n upon another, w e may reafonably conclude that B r i

tain will always be awake to her own interefts, and in obe

dience to thefe interefts, will turn the balance o f  Iriih trade, 

by either withdrawing her bounties on Iriih articles, or di- 

miniihing the duties on the fame articles from foreign nati

ons. T h u s  ihe can always fay to the tide o f  Iriih com 

m erce, under the prefent conne&ion, <c fo far (halt thou 

g o  but under an Union, ihe can never fay— “  no f u r -  

ther.”  Her own interefts, as well as the terms of the com 

pact, will bar the fentiment. W h ereas, under the exifting 

connexion, what was the opinion o f  M r. Fofter, p. 108. 

cc T h e  Honourable G entlem an,”  fays he, alluding to M r , 

F lood ) complains o f  the report o f  the E ngliih  Privy  Council, 

w ho fay that to put Ireland and England on a footing o f  ex-  

a il reciprocity as to linens, Ireland ought to give a bounty oa  

the exportation o f  Englijl) linens, becaufe England gives a 

bounty on the exportation o f  Iriih linens.— C a n  a n y  

t h i n g  b e  m o r e  j u s t ? ”  Such was the fentence o f  M r. 

Fofter* u  Y e t ,  (adds he) England makes no fuch demand, 

but is ready by this adjuftment,”  which is precifely applica

ble to this prefent meafure— “  to give additional fecurity to 
our L I N E N  T R A D E  F O R  E V E R . ”

N o w ,  in order to afcertain what is the power o f  G reat 

Britain at prefent, over the linen trade o f  Ireland, we mult 

alfo mark what is the influence o f  her Bounties on that 

trade; and thus w e ihall clearly fee how to calculate ; firft, 

what muft be the effects o f  the final adjuftment o f  an Union, 

whereby probably all foreign competition in import, and 

confequently export with Irifh linen, would be prohibited ; 

and next, what muft be the effect o f  fuccefs without an 

Union, when commercial contefts rnuft enfue, and a  the

n war
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war * of bounties* wherein Ireland cannot cope with B ri

ta in?”

Effefts o f an Union on the Linen Trade•

T h e  effe&s of an Union, in counteracting foreign com

petition againft Irifh trade, may be viewed through the ef- 

/efts of thofe Bounties, which have already operated on

that competition.
T h e  firft Bounties on Irifh linen exported from G reat 

Britain, took place in 1743, and the export under the 

bounty was,

In the year 1743* -  -  4 °*9°7  y ar^s 5

---------------------------------------- 1 7 5 3 »  -  --------------------

-------------  1 763, -  2,588,564 -------

■---------—  1773, -  ^>832,246-------

T h is  increafe through bounties has been alfo aided by 

duties on the import o f  foreign [linens, but thefe duties 

have certainly operated to the prejudice of the woollen ma

nufactures of Great Britain ; as foreign powers confequent- 

ly laid on them reciprocal duties and reftri&ions. T h e  ef- 

fe£t however of thofe bounties on Iriih linens, and of accu

mulated duties on foreign linens, fwelled the import of the 

former confiderably. For

In 1743 there were imported 6,418,375 yards;

—  1 7 7 3 ,  -  -  1 7 ) 8 7 6 , 6 1 7  -------

Increafe 11,458,242 yards.

T h a t  this increafe arofe from the operation of bounties 

and duties, will appear obvioufly from the decreafe in the 

import and export of foreign linens, compared at the fame 

periods.

*  M r .  F e l ler ’s fpeech.
Foreign



Foreign linens imported into London and the outport* 
were, r

In J743 > -  1 5 .5 8 ^ 5 0 4  ells;
J7 7 3 > - 8,954,649 —

Decreafe 9,629,834 —

Foreign linens exported from London, and the outport*
. were,

In 1743, -  9,894,837 ells ;

~  I 7 7 3 > -  4 )3 85>276 —
Decreafe 5 ,509,561 —

But there is now a fécond period whereby we may afcer-

tain the effe&s of Britifli connexion and commerce, as we did

m  the foregoing period of Britiih bounties and duties, in fa
vour of the Iriih linen trade.

T h e  Iriih liuens exported from G reat Britain entitled to 
bounty, were,

1,1 1 74-35 -  -  4°>9°7 yards;

1 773» -  -  2 ,8 3 2 ,2 4 6-

~  j 7 8 9 >  -  -  3 * 5 8 7 ,8 4 8 -------------

I 792> -  -  5 ,5 9 8 ,4 4 6 -

x795> -  -  7 , 4 8 2 , 1 4 7 ---------

Here then is an mcreafe of exports on Iriih linens, from 

40 thoufand yards, to nearly feven million and a half ia  

J 795 -

I he imports of Iriih linen as we have feen were in 174 3 ,

above four millions o f  yards— in 1773  above 17  millions; 
kut,

In 1789, -  _ 30,044,960 yards;

179 J3 -  -  3 6 ,2 3 2 ,8 8 8 ------- -

*7 9 4 > - -  3 8 ,0 1 8 ,1 0 2 ------ -

1 797> “ -  3 9 ^ 6 9 ,9 6 5 * — —

*  Ireland fupplics o th e r  countries  w ith  about four millions o f  yards «

01 one-tenth ; the o th e r  m n e  d ep en d  on B riti ih  co m m e rce .

B That

(  *7  )
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T hat this aftoniíhing increafe,from FOUR, millions to nearly 

f o r t y ,  has been the effe& of the extended*  commerce of 

G reat Britain will obvioufly appear, fince the foreign lin

ens have not decreafeà during the fécond period 1789, as 

they did during the firft from 1743, as has been juft ftated.

T h e  value of foreign linens imported, £■

In 1789, -  -  433>884

—  1796, -  -  4 5 ^ 7 9

T h u s  we fee that they increafed, which is in itfelf a proof 

ryf the effefts of the increafed commerce of G reat Britain; 

but on the whole, it may be faid that they have preferved 

their level in the imports. A s  to the exports, their value

was, .
*,•

In 1786, -  -  122,731

—  1796, -  -  132,822

Here we behold the fame effefls from the fame caufes, 

and the fame arguments are applicable.
T h e  Iriih linens have an advantage over the foreign, to

the amount o f 25 I- per cent.--------- A n d  to this fyftem of

bounty and duty, they firft owed their increafe ; and to the 

unparalleled extenfion of Britifh commerce, they now owe

their extraordinary augmentation.
T h e  linens imported from Ireland, on an average of 

the three years preceding January 1798, amounted to

4,600,421/. .
W hereas the value of foreign linens imported during tne

fame period, amounted to but 4 14 ,7 19  /.
O f  thefe alfo there were exported to the amount of

119,263/. .
Therefore there were co nfum cd  in Great Britain ; bu t ,

299)45 ^ -
*• *  See T a b le s  D &  E.

” *•' • - ' Whereas
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W hereas there were confumed in G reat Britain Irifc 
linens to the amount o f  about 2 ,4 10 ,4 2 , /. As on thc

average o f  three years, about 190,000 /. is exported.

Such is the fuperiority which the Irilh linens have over 

the foreign in the Britiih m arket; befide on exportation, 

the Iriih linens enter a foreign market, with all the benefits 

o f  a large bounty paid to them in Britain, and o f  E nglifh  

capital which can afford long credit. W hereas foreign lin

ens enter the fame market after having left behind them in 

Britain, a certain part o f  the duties paid on importation, 

and after having paid fame other cuftom-houfe charges; fo 

that before they can be unihipped, there it a difadvantage 
againft them, equivalent to from five to fix pet cent.

But the importance o f  Britiih connexion, and the g ro w 

ing magnitude of Iriih commerce through that conneflion, 

m ull  be obvious to every man who refledts that the t o t a l  

value o f  the linen trade in Ireland, was,

T I 7 4 I> -  4 8 0 ,516

-  l 7 5 h  -  -  7 5 1 ) 9 9 3

-  I 7 6 1 ,  r  -  803,258

- 17 7 r> -  -  1 ,6 9 1 ,7 8 7

W hereas the linen trade, including yarn, with G r e a t  

Britain ^ione, upon an average value o f  the three years eru^ 

ing 1798, amounted to 2,844,402/. If, indeed, the Union 

which with relpeftto the linen trade o f  Ireland, is precifely 

the fame in fubllance as theadjuftment whereon M r. Foftar 

ufed thofe emphatic words, (p. 10S) “  i f  it were to take 

away the benefit o f  the linen trade from Ireland, it would 

be a good caufe for reje&ing it : but as it for e v e r  con^ 

firms a l l  T H E  a d v a n t a g e s  w e derive from the linen 

trads, and binds England from making any laws that ca n h e  

injurious to it : furely gentlemen who regard that trade, and 

whofe fortunes and rent depend on its profterity, will not
R 2 •

L entertam
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entertain a moment's doubt about e m b r a c i n g  t h e  o f f e r . ”  

And as the linen trade much exceeds all the reft of the com

merce o f Ireland, and as nine-tenths o f it depend folely 

upon Britain, what then muft be the refult were the fyftecn 

o f  bounties and duties, which conftitute almoft the principle 

o f its exiftence, to receive a ihock? I f  the public revenues 

o f  Great Britain fuffer by this fyftem, if the private con- 

fumer fuffers, by paying 25 per cent, more than he need ; 
if  the manufactures o f Britain fuffer by reciprocal duties 

and reftriCtions laid on by foreign nations— if the interefts 

o f Ireland be different, and feparate from thofe of Britain, 

is it reafonable to fuppofe that the people of G reat Britain 

will not infift on thefupport of her feparate interefts ? T h e y  
have long and loudly demanded why they ihould be charged 

with this 25 per cent, on the confumption of Iriih linens ; 

the linen trade, nay, I may fay, the entire trade o f Ireland 

(as will appear hereafter) muft be deftroyed, if  this blind 

policy of feparate interefts be forced upon the Britiih by the 

Iriih nation. Ireland ihould at leaft refleft that the Britiih 

market would, if the operation of bounties and duties ceaf- 

ed, foon be cheaply filled, not only with foreign linens, but 

that Britain herfelf would foon fupply her own market, as 

in the cafe o f the fail cloth manufaâure, which Ireland /0/?. 

T h e  foreign linens at this moment, with even 25 per cent, 

againft them,' not only fupport a competition with the Infh 

linens, but underfell them in fome branches. T hree Pro

vinces of France alfo, which manufacture more linens thati 

all Ireland together, might ftruggle for this market ; but as 
the home confumption o f  Britain would foon increafe, fo 

muft the home produce. And what the extent of this ma

nufacture is in Britain, may be calculated upon the follow

ing comparative view of the exports of linens entitled to 

bounty.
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I R IS H . B R I T I S H .

i 743 j 40,907 yards -  5 2 ,7 7 9  yards

—  I 7$3> *>°39>967--------- -  64.1 , 4 1 0 ____

I 7^3> 2 15 5 8 ,5 6 4 ------ _ 2 ,3 0 8 ,3 1 0 __ .._

1 773» 2 )8 3 2 ,2 4 6 ------  .  3 ,2 7 9 ,8 0 8 ___

T h u s it appears, that while the Iriih manufacture in ,

creafed from 40 thoufand yards, to tw o millions, the B r i-

tiih increafed from 52 thoufand yards, to three millions

leaving out fractions. A nd this increafeof the linen ma-

nufaiture is daily becoming more confiderable in G rea t 
Britain.

T  he increafe in the exports o f  Britifh linens not entitled 

to bounty, has alfo been as great in value, as that entitled 

to bounty. A n d  the foreign linens alfo, which pay duties 

on exportation from Great Britain, have been able, befide 

the competition in the Britifh market, to maintain a co m - 

petition in the foreign markets with Iriih linens, which re

ceive a bounty on leaving the Engliih  ports for thofe mar

kets. T n u s , then, ftands the cafe o f  the Iriih linen ma

n u c u r e ,  with the whole fyftem o f  bounties and duties i „  

its favour. B u t what would follow were that fyftem to 

ceafe ? Commercial death. A nd this fyftem muft be 

broken and deftroyed, if  inftead of U nion feparate interefts 

exifts ; whereas new force muft be given to that fyftem by 

Union, and identity of interefts. O n e plain and obvious 

queftion will ihew  to every man of what importance and 

benefit an Union muft be to Ireland. It appears that the 

principal market for Iriih linens is G rea t Britain, and that 

tour-fifths o f  the quantity imported, and thofe o f  the higheft 

price, are coniumed there; confequently the other one-fifth 
has been exported : N o w  we aik, has the b ijh  bill o f  boun

d s  been able to dired the export o f this one-Jiftb into her 

own d.reft commerce ? Surely no ftronger proof can he ad-

duced
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duced of the fuperior advantages of Britifh commerce and 

Britiih capital; and, confequently, of ân incorporative U ni

on, with all thofe advantages. F or, though the Irifh ex

porter has at préfent an obvious fuperiority over the Eng- 

liih one (which is the cafe, though the bounties in both 

countries be equal) of five and a half per cent, paid for 

freightage, commifiion, warehoufing, wharfaging, and other 

incidents attendant on the import of Irifh linens into the 

Britiih ports, for the purpofe of export from thence ; ftill 

there is not a decreafe, but an aftoniihing increafe in the 

exports of Irifh linens from Great Britain. E ven  in the 

laft year, which was a confufed period of rebellion, the in

creafe above the preceding year, amounted to 149*059/. 

T h is  then, is an obvious teft of the effedts of capital, which 

can afford long credit— of well afforted cargoes, o f  India 

goods, foreign linens, Manchefter, Birmingham, Norwich 

and Sheffield manufaftures ; all of which have refilled the 

operative advantage of five and a half per cent, in favour of 

the Irifh exporter. Since here, then, is an unequivocal 

and clear conviftion of the benefits of Efigli/b trade, it may 

be afked— Ts Ireland difpofed to furrender thofe benefits at 

home and abroad, or to fecure them for ever ?
Thofe  advantages are no lefs numerous and extenfive, 

than they are Angular in their nature. For, in order to ef- 

tablifh a reciprocity, “  Ireland ought to give a bounty on 

the exportation of Englifh linens, becaufe England gives a 

bounty 011 the exportation of Irifh linens.” — Can any thing 

be more ju j l?  faid M r. Fofler. But what is aftually the 

cafe ? T h e  annual bounties paid to Ireland by England, on 
a n  average of the four laft years, amounted to 3 4 , 0 0 0 1. ; 

and the annual revenues from the trade of Ireland, during 

the fame period, amounted to 40 ,0 0 0  I. : therefore, the annual 

balance for the gain of the Britiih revenue, or for the ninth 

part of its trade* was 6,000/.,  which bears a proportion to

its whole revenue, during that period, ( 5>734>525 as one
to



to 850. T h u s  then England obtains one, where eight hun

dred and fifty are its due : fuch is the rate of favour  above 

other nations, or o f  benefit to Ireland arifing from Britifb  

bounties. And further : the benefit obtained by Ireland 

from the lofs fuftained in the Britijh revenues, amounts to 

above 700,000/. per ann: which Britain muft receive, 

were Iriih linens taxed equally with thofe o f  foreign coun

tries. Th efe  extraordinary advantages however, Ireland 

cannot hold under the prefent fyftem o f  things. N o t  only 

feparate interefts muft pruduce a reparation o f  connexion, 

but without feparation of connexion, this commercial fyf

tem fo long and loudly murmured againft in England, rnuit 

finally be diffolved, and confequently the trade o f  Ireland be 

no more.

Commercial e jfe fts without an Union.

O n e o f  two events muft follow, without an union ; either 

Ireland will fink under the ruin o f  the prefent commercial 

fyftem, or under the fuccefs o f  it.

T h e  ruin o f  it will be founded on the lofs to the public 

revenues o f  G reat Britain; on the advanced price paid b y 

the private confumers in G reat Britain ; on the detriment 

to the general manufactures of G rea t Britain ; on the uni- 

verfal murmurs in G reat Britain; and hence that cc war o f  

b o u n t i e s predicted by M r. F ofter, and the inevitable dif- 

folution o f  the'fyftem, becaufe the interefts o f both countries 

are not one and the fame.

T h e  further fuccefs of Iriih commerce, under the pre

fent fyftem, alfo unfolds the inevitable ruin of this fyf

tem, and that fuccefs is tolerably evident. F o r, notwith- 

ftanding the enumerated caufes o f  Englijh fuccefs, contrary 

to the Iriih Bill of Bounties, are as fo many embarrafT- 

ments which bear upon the Iriih exports ; however, means 

of palliating them will gradually develop themfelves; and it 

mult unavoidably enfue, that an exifting operative advan

tage

( 23 )
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tage in favour of any branch of trade,, will ultimately* 

though perhaps not rapidly, effe&uate its eftabliihment.

W h at then muft follow? T h e  commercial intercourfe 

between the two countries muft be ruined by a fuccefs which 

will operate to the diminution of the export trade of G reat 

Britain, to the diminution of the returns of that trade; and 

confequently to the prejudice of her navigation and com

mercial intereft in general. F o r  can it reafo.nably be fup- 

pofed that one nation will uphold another, by foftering its 

trade at an immenfe expenfe to herfelf and her fubje&s, and 

at a lofs to her revenues and manufactures* her navigation,

and commercial interefts?— N o :  Ireland is too juft.----------

O r ,  can fuch a trade be continued, while the intereft of the 

tw o countries claih, and infifted on as feparate, are made to 

war for reparation? N o :  Britain is too wife. L e t  the 

Iriih well obferve that the Lords of Trade have confidered 

fuch a revulfion of commerce, as that juft pointed out and 

provided againft it. T h e y  have told the committee of 

council “  that in fuch a cafe, a reduction in the duties on 

foreign linens m u s t  take place; that the kingdom of Great 

Britain would thus be enabled to fupply herfelf as cheaply as 

ever ; that (he would do it with advantage to the revenue ; 

and that fhe would probably too obtain larger confumption 

of her woollen manufactures, and other goods upon the con

tinent of Europe.”
But fuppofe that fuch mifchiefs to the navigation and 

commerce of Great Britain were not to enfue, at leaft fud- 

denly, or to a great extent ; fuccefs in commerce is, how

ever, a death-blow to the linen trade of Ireland, under her 

fubfifting connexion with G reat Britain : for, the confe- 
quences of improving commerce, is increafed opulence. 
T h e  confequence of increafed opulence is increafed price 

o f land, provifions, labour, and confequently manufactures. 

Therefore, as foon as the price of linen be augmented, its 

importation into Great Britain will decline, and that of fo
re iga



reign linens proportionately increafe, without any lowering 

o f the duties. Now  the foreign linens are able to ftand the 

market with Iriih linens j then they would beat them out. 

'I he import of fins linens for home cenfutnption, would fuf- 

fer particularly; the import of table linen, & c . would be 

w holly loft: and if the low-priced linens ihould take ano

ther channel by direft export from Ireland, then, through 

want of a fuitable a(Tortment for the E ngliih  market, all the 

b. anches o f  the Iriih trade would be confiderably diminiih- 

ed in their imports into G reat Britain. T h is  would un- 

queftionably follow, without reducing the duties on foreign 

linens. A nd, as to the Bounties on Britifh linens, either 

they muft be continued, or they muft be changed. I f  they 

be continued, inafmuch as the demand for the Iriih branch 

o f  the trade diminifhes, that for the Engliih  muft increafe: 

this demand increafmg, the produce will increafe proporti

onately, and then the fame refults will follow, as formerly, 

in the fail cloth branch : For it ihould be remarked by the 

Iriih, that, though Great Britain is at this moment fubjedt 

to great difadvantages in the linen trade, yet ilie is fuppoled 

to manufadlure more than is exported from Ireland : confe- 

quently, ihe is in that improved ftate o f  the bufinefs, that 

it requires but mere will to advance rapidly; and this muft 

refult from any further fuccefs o f Iriih commerce, under the 

continuance o f Britifh Bounties. But, on the other hand, 

can it be required that thefe Bounties ihould be changed[ 

that is, that they ihould be raifed for the benefit o f Ireland, 

in order to check the foreign imports, and confequently 

charge the Britifh confumer with the double increafe, o f  

foreign duty and Iriih price, to diminiih the public reve

nues; to injure the national manufactures ; and to violate 

all the principles o f  commercial policy ? Y e t ,  i f  this be not

done, thz fuccefs o f Irifli commerce, is the tomb o f  its linen 
trade.

( 25 )
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W h a t then mud follow without Union? W avin g  the cer

tainty of reparation and ruin from political and civil caufes, 

either Ireland muft remain as it is, with one fblitary manu

facture, which cannot be improved ; and with an unfortu

nate peafantry, who are not virtuous, becaufe they are n o t  

h a p p y ,  but are  feduced into (edition through poverty, and 

afterwards made tools o f  rebellion through defpair. O r ,  in 

the next place, ihould Ireland be fuccefsful in commerce, 

then that very fuccefs becomes felf-deftruCtion, under the 

exifting fyftem, and the doCtrine of feparate interefts.

T h e  friends of Ireland therefore, will do well to confider 

a plain and fimple ftatement arifing from the two views, 

which we have taken of its commerce.— Ireland, without 

an incorporative Union, ftands expofed to private poverty 

— to public calamities— to defperateand immoral convulfi- 

ons— to s e p a r a t i o n . Ireland, without an incorporative 

Union, is barred by her d é p e n d a n c e  on E n g l i s h  b o u n 

t y ,  and by the power o f  Great Britain over that bounty, 

from attaining any high eminence in commerce. O r  we 

ihall fuppofe, againft all probability, that Ireland, without 

Union, may become fuccefsful in commerce : therefore, in 

fo much muft ihe injure the trade and navigation of G reat 

Britain in all its dire£t confequences, and all its collateral 

relations : and confequently, their commercial intercourfe 

muft be hazarded, their concord broken, and their prefent 

connexion be diffolved. O r  finally, fuppofe the connexion 

be not thus hazarded, and that ihe be fuccefsful :— then, 

fince the interefts of both countries are not one and the 

fame, irreparable mifchiefs muft enfue to Ireland ; its trade 

will be loft by a very fm all rife upon her commodities, that 

mufi follow her fuccefs; for Great Britain will not, on the 

principle of feparate interefts, and on the claims of her ma

nufacturers, and on the grounds of commercial policy, in
crease her bounties; Ireland, therefore, muft fail from a 

pinnacle not lofty, into ruin the moil profound !
However,
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H ow ever, that we may afcertain fully, what ihe m ud  

fuft'er, by the lefs of Britiíh trade, either through feparation, 

which muft follow non-incorporation o f  parliaments and in

terefts, or through the confequences of fuctefs without incor

poration ; and further what ihe may gain by an incorpora

tion of legiilatures and interefts, let us review the ftate o f  her 

whole commerce. And in order to inveftigate this matter 

fairly, we fhall not take a fingle year, but an average o f  

three years ; whereby we may fee, beyond doubt or decep

tion, what is the real nature and full extent o f  the Iriih 

commerce with G rea t Britain.

O n an average o f the l a s t  three Tears.

( * 7  )

C A T T L E  T R A D E .

Cows and oxen, 6 /. each, 
Horfes, 10/. each,
Swine, 30/. each, »

C O R N  T R A D E .

Barley, 17/. per quarter, 

Oats, 14 s. per ditto. 

Oatmeal, 7 s, 6 d, per boll, 
Wheat, 40 x. per quarter, 

Flour, -

P R O V I S I O N  T R A D E .

Beef, 3 /. 15 s. per barrel, 

Butter, 3 /. 10 s. per cwt. 

Pork, 3/. 15 s. per barrel, 
Bacon, 2 /. 5 s. per cwt.

£ .
144,550

13,610
i o , i 8 t

168,242

I 7>579
205,391

24,884

35>436

5 >7 io

289,000

388,521

784,654
674,981
106,056

i , 9 5 4 >2 !3

L I N E N



L IN E N  T R A D E

Plain fliirting and iheeting, at i j. 5 d. per yard, - 2,600» 101
Other linens, - _ _ ^20

Linen yarn ( r a w ) .................................................243,981

2,844,402
T O T A L S .

168,242  
289,000 

- 1,954,213

M " )4 5 5

T h u s  it appears that on the average o f 1796, 179 7, 

17983 the linen trade alone amounted to 2,844,402/.
W h ile  all the branches of provifion, corn, and cattle, 

produced 2 ,411,455  I

*  Therefore the linen trade alone exceeds all thefe, by

432 ,9 4 7 /-
And as her whole produce and manufactures imported 

amount on the fame average to 5,510,825/,

And as her cattle, corn, provifion, and linen trade, which 

ihe could not find a market for but in England, amount

to 5 , 255,857 l '
Confequently there remains out o f her whole trade, for 

which ihe might perhaps find another market befide Great 
Britain, 254,968 L

It muft alfo be obferved, that there are articles of foreign 

produce, for which probably ihe would not find a foreign 

market, but which G reat Britain now takes from her, with 

her other imports, to the ampunt o f 101,864 I.

Therefore, it may with great truth be aiTerted,f that the 
commercial exigence o f Ireland depends upon Great Britain.

T h e  advantages might appear more ftriking, were we 
to detail the Iriih articles favoured by G reat Britain on 

importation, and the Britifli articles favoured by G reat Bri-

*  H er linen trade alone is m ore than all the other branches collective

ly ,  carried on w ith  domeftic and foreign produce.

f  See M r .  Fofter ’s Speech.

tain

Cattle,
C o r n ,

Provifion,
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tain on exportation to Ireland. T h is ,  however, ihall be 

only given in fome inftances, that we may not intrude too 

much upon the reader’s attemtion.— Bacon is admitted into 

Engliih  ports f r e e ,  from Ireland— from other countries 

it pays 2/. 7 s. 6 d. per hundred w eigh t: B e ef  free^ from 

Ireland ; and from other countries p r o h i b i t e d — Cattle in 

like manner. Linens f r e e , from Ireland— from other 

countries 2 5 1 per cent. W e  ihall not enumerate any more 

o f  the importS) but fpecify a few of thofe favoured on ex

portation to Ireland— Coals, i s .  i d .  the chaldron— to any 

other place in Britiih ihips, 15 5 </._and in foreign ihips,

I /. 7 x. 6 d.— Sugars in loaves, \ 1. 6 s. per hundred weight

Bounty, when dejhned to foreign countries, & c. & c .__

G oods permitted to Ireland, but p r o h i b i t e d  to other 

countries, Coin of goid and filver.—  I ools or utenfils in 

the cotton, linen, woollen, filic, iron, and fteel manufac

tures, & c. & c . Beiide all Bounties given by Parliament,  

on BritiJ}) /hips in the Greenland fiihery, are allowed to 

foips from Ireland. And ihips from Ireland are allowed a ll 
the numerous privileges o f  Britiih ihips.

T h u s  we have obviouily before us the nature and extent 

o f  the Iriih commerce with G reat Britain, which confti- 

tutes almoft the whole o f  its trade,— we fee alfo what has 

been its wonderful increafe, and the caufes o f  that increafe ; 

firft, the repulfe given to its competitors, by accumulated 

dunes, and thefupport given to Ireland by extenfive boun

ties ; though both operate to the lofs of the Britiih revenue, 

the expenfe o f  the Britiih confumer, and the injury o f  B r i

tiih manufactures.— In the fécond place, w e obferve, that 

the caufe o f  this increafe of Iriih trade, is the unparalleled 

and aftoniihing extenfion o f  Britiih  commerce. (See T a 

ble, E .)  — W e  behold alfo, that while Ireland by her

connection enjoys more than a ninth part o f  that commerce, 

Britain does not derive a ninth part o f  the cuftoms, b u ta  

145th part— that is, ihe favours her above other nations,

and
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and to lier own difad vantage, in the propertion of 145 to 9,

Hereby G reat Britain fuftains a fixteen-fold lois, and 

gives Ireland a fixteen-fold gain, or infinitely more in the 

refaits.-'—She now offers Ireland further, the key of her trea- 

fures, and the fecurity and increafe of that commerce,— to 

clothe the naked peafants of that country, feed their hungry 

offspring, and give their families comfortable dwellings—  

Bu t it is (aid they are indolent. And why are they indo

lent ? F  rom moral effeéls, which we could eafily trace, to 

civil caufes, that muft wither under the influence of the 

Union. Be it granted, however, that they are indolent: 

t u t  are they not indigent ? Is the feverity o f labour foften- 

cd by due rewards? For if they be thus indigent, they 

mutt be idle. T h e  cafe is ever the fame, where labour 

and induftry are not animated by proportionate returns.—  

I t  is true policy, and alone true, which fupports a recipro

cal advantage; which roufes, animates, and fpreads abroad, 

a fpirit o f  induftry amongft the poor ;— -̂let us be aflured, that 

the happinefs of mankind is at once a liberal and a felfifh 

principle.

It appears throughout the commercial fupport given by 

G reat Britain, for the amelioration of the ftate of the la

bourers and manufa&urers o f Ireland, that there is a ba

lance of nearly four millions annually, for the direâ pro

duce of the lands, and their labour. G reat Britain in

vites forth, animates and remunerates Irifli induftry by 

5,610,825/. per annum; whereas the Britifh. peafantry 

and manufacturers receive in return from Ireland but 

2,087,672/.
She holds out alfo to the induftrious manufacturers o f 

Ireland, all the improvements of genius and difcoveries in 

the arts, to facilitate their (kill, their fuccefs, and opulence, 

— while (he prohibits this communication to other nations 

around her.
She
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She even renders lefs detrimental to the poor of Ireland 

the luxuries of the rich, by fupplying, at a cheaper rate 

than it could be procured elfewhere, that quantum o f  fo

reign produirions which indulgence deems neceiTary.

She pays the manufacturers of Ireland 25 per cent, more 

for their linens, than ihe could purchafe them for from 
others. ■

She has, by her wife and liberal protection, foftered this 

great trade of Ireland, in fo much, that (he has augmented 

induitry amongft its manufacturers ten fold.

She has thrown open her ports, free, for the produce o f  

Ireland; while ihe has prohibited the like articles from 
other countries.

She fupplies the wants o f  Ireland, at a lefs revenue, than 

ihe fupplies the wants of her own natives. She imparts to 

her almoft the nece/Taries for commercial exiftence. She 

gives her the means e f  carrying on her m anufaâures, and 

of vending her manufactures ; and ihe fends her the raw  

materials, thefe elements o f  her induitry, while ihe ftriCtly 
refufes them to other nations.

She has thrown open to Ireland, the commerce o f  the 

world : A nd, as it is trade and commerce that have broken 

the iron yoke o f  bondage in other countries ; fo they will in 

Ireland exalt the humble, and bring down the high, to that 

point o f  civil morality, where b o t h  will be happy.

B ut is this large cup ofbleiTings which is preparing both 

for the poor and rich of Ireland, to be daihed by the w ic k -  

ednefs o f  cabal, or weaknefs of party ? T h e re  is a ftandard 

wherebv w e can meafure found policy, and it is an unequi

vocal one : it is faCts ; againit which all aiTertions are but

an idle waite of words. T h e n  to thefe fa tts  we appeal : 

— A re the peafants o f  Ireland b a d l y  c l o t h e d , i l l  f e d ,  

and w o r s e  l o d g e d  than the peafants of any part o f E u 

rope ? I t  is aflerted by numbers that they are. And whence 

this? Is it ow ing to the form  o f  G overnm ent? N o __

k
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It is the Britijh form o f Government, and none can fur- 

pafs it. Is it owing to the climate? N o ;  none is more 

happy. Is it owing to the f o i l?  N o  ; none is more fertile. 

Is it owing to the nature of the individuals? N o ;  for, by 

nature, none are more a&ive, more zealous, or more ftrong. 

T o  what, then, is it ow in g?— T o  prafiical defe6ts in the 

political, commercial, and civil ftate ; which can never be 

remedied, but by an Union alone— and without which, all 

that is now good in the ftate of Ireland, muft be diminiihed 

and gradually loft ; and all that is evil retained and gradu

ally increafcd, until civil diffolution follows.

It is a really a blind policy which has purfued feparate in

terefts in the civil community o f Ireland, but it is fome- 

thing worfe which would now purfue them in the two great 

political communities o f  the Empire.
I f  this do&rine o f feparate interefts prevails, the mer

chants, artificers, landholders, farmers, and cultivators of 

Ireland muft be ruined. However, before mifconception, 

or worfe ambition fácrifice fo many victims, let men paufe ! 

L e t  them confider well before they refufe to eftablifh as a 

right, that commerce which is now a courtefy. In reality, 

they are deftroying every poiïibility o f its continuance, even 

as a courtefy, when they may convert it into a lafting fe- 

curity.

But they aflert, that the minifter’s o b je â ,  in this mea- 

fure, is taxation— T h a t no taxes will or can bear upon the 

poor of Ireland, we have already * fhown beyond the power 

of difpute. And upon other clafles, only a certain portion 

will be fixed ; beyond which portion, no power of taxation 

can go, let the increafe of the fources of revenue be ever fo 
great, without a total difTolution of the compact of Union. 

Ireland, moft certainly, will be rendered rich and produc

tive by commerce, but cannot, under the Uniony be rendered 

poor by taxation.

*  See U nion or Separation, p . 5*
Befide



Refide, the prefent commercial fyftem between the two 

countries cannot hold without an Union \ it is altogether 

impoffible. T h e  Members o f  the Houfc o f  Commons^ who 

are concerned with the great manufacturing places, ur<*e 

loudly* that there is no reciprocity :— for, En^lifh manu

factures are loaded with duties, while Iriih manufactures 

are not only exempted from them, but are encouraged by 

Bounties, to the domeftic coil o f  the people o f  England, 

and to the detriment of their foreign trade. T h e  revenue 

foregoes, as has been ihewn, above 700,000 /. per ann. in 

theduties which are not levied 011 iriih linen; and the fub- 

jects of G rea t Britain pay at lealt a million more for their 

linens, than they might do if the importation o f  foreign 

linens were on an equal footing with thofe of Ireland. Is it 

reafonable, in policy or confcience, to fuppofe that they will 

thus give their treaiure to Ireland, and for the purpofe per

haps, o f  reparation, or for the benefit o f an enemy, againft 

whom they proteCt Ireland even with their blood ?— In fome 

future moment of wanton pride and accumulated power, 

Ireland might conceive her exifting connexion infulting, 
and feparate.

Befide thofe arguments for Union on the part o f Britain, 

furely on the part of Ireland, if {he wants induftry, as has 

been urged, and wants capital, as is known— where can 

thei'e be found, but in Union with Britain ? W ith o u t the

connexion o f  fome other Itate, Ireland c a n n o t  exift_and

unlefs that connexion be Britiih Union, ihe cannot exift as a 

commercial N ation: for, i f  Britain, impelled by the m o

tives already ftated, fupprefs a trade in thofe commodities 

whereby fhe can raife the value o f  her own ; and if the e x 

ports from Ireland to G reat Britain be difcouraged, as the 

exports from England to Ireland : what muft become of the 

Iriih trade ?— Can ihe turn for a market toR uifia , Sweden, 

Denmark, G erm any, Holland, Poland, France, Spain ?

*  See M r .  P e e l ’ s S p e ech  on th e  U n ion .

C  W h e re
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W here will ihe find vent for her linens, cattle and corn? 

Can ihe undertake an Eaft India trade, and for thofe arti

cles ? Can ihe, in this abandoned and impoveriíhed ftate 

drive a W e ft India trade, when ihe cannot even * now ? 

— W ill  ihe look for encouragement to America ?— W ill  

ihe turn for the loft trade to Africa ?— T here is demon- 

ftrably no fecurity, no refource, for the vent o f  her pro- 

dudts and manufactures over the globe, but through Bri

tain; becaufe, whether they be natural or artificial, the 

other nations of the earth can furnifh them cheaper. W h at 
then muft follow if Ireland were feparated and independent ? 

She might fink into her Brehon barbarity, + or fall back into 

that G othic government, characterized by feuds, murders, 

and depredations.
W e  have before ih ew n j the abfurd and ihort-fighted fears 

o f Dublin— W herever commerce is accumulated, its in

fluence muft pervade the whole country, animating indus

try into life and aCtion. It is certainly true that the trade 

of Dublin is now greater than that of any other commercial 

place in Ireland; but it by no means follows that it will 

not preferve the fame proportion in the increafe, which it 

now holds in the prefent partition o f commerce §. But if
it

*  Notw ith(landing the free trade o f  Ireland, ihe has n ot  facu lty  to  car

ry  i t  on. Britain fupplies her w ith  feven-eigliths o f  her W e ft  Indian 

confumption.

f  T h e  Breton L a w  was the ancient code o f  the  Iriih ; w hereby murder, 

treafon and robbery were puniihed w i t h  a  Fwef w h ic h  was called an 

Ericke.

I See Union or Separation.

§  P re fe n t  itate o f  trade, b y  a view o f  th e  tonnage 17 9 7 .

B e lfa f t  -  - -  4 *6 3 0  T o n ? .

C o rk  - -  -  4 >9°4

Y o u g h a l  -  6,434

G a lw a y  -  -  -  1,353

D ublin  -  * 5 i ° 92

í 34 )
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it did not, is the whole nation to be facrificed to a part ? In 

fait, however, that part muft be benefited by the whole; 

the capital is as the heart through which the blood muft 
flow.

B u t unhappily throughout the courfe o f  public affairs in 

Ireland, the higheft points of general intereft have been fa

crificed to particular views. T h e  principles have been 

partial, and the calculations founded upon the arithmetic o f  

ftlf . It is furely fufficient, however, i f  particular views be 

fuffered to produce particular injuries ; but what Machiavel 

will affert that a whole nation, and all its people,— that a 

whole empire, and all'its fubje&s— that all Europe perhaps, 

nay the globe itfelf, ihould be deliv^-ed to deftru£tion, for 

the fake of individuals, whofe defigning ambition has duped 

fome, or whofe ill founded authority may have impofed up* 

on others ? T h e  exigence o f  the whole nation of Ireland, 

the blood, the fubfiitence o f  its people, their already indif

ferent food and worfe raiment, are about to be facrificed 

by fuch fuperabundant zeal. I f  thefe men be fo ardent for 

public good, in G o d ’s name, why are the peafantry and me

chanics o f  Ireland fo long fufFered to remain in the fame 

ftate ? Surely, where the complaints have been fo long and 

fo loud, on the condition of the lower clafs in Ireland, fome 

fafe and radical remedy ihould be adopted. And fince thofe 

complaints have come down, detailed ro us by fuch autho

rity as that of Sir John Davies, from the time of Henry II. ; 

as of Sw ift, from the time of the Revolution ; and o f  Adam 

Smith, and D ean T u c k e r  in our own tim es; and fince,

C  2 whether

T o n s .
W h i le  the  tota l  ton n age  o f  Ireland ( 1 7 9 7 ) ,  w a s  /  -  -  5 3 ,18 1

T h a t  o f  L on do n  alone w a s  - -  -  449,017

T h a t  even o f  N e w c a i l le  - - - - - -  128,294

B u t  w h ile  the  ton n age o f  Ireland was, in 1 7 9 7 ,  b u t,  -  -  53 , 1 8£

T h a t  o f  th e  E m p ire  w a s  - -  -  * ,5 6 5 ,6 5 r

B y  this we m ay e fl im ate  th e  capita l  th at  each brings into  a jo in t  c o m 

mercial flock i f  th e y  u nite.



whether the complaints of the people of Ireland be true or 

falfe, they have been uniformly the paflage to their paillons, 

to make them pioneers o f Rebellion ; were it not wife, on 

the part o f  the high and powerful in Ireland, to clofe this 

avenue for ever, by the confequences of Union ? W e re  it 

not wife both for the exaled and the humble, to filence for 

ever fuch complaints, as that “  when Efau came fainting 

u from the field, and at the point to die, he fold his birth- 

<l right for a mefs of pottage.” — W e re  it not wife to check 

too long continued emigration?,* by checking the caufes, 

if real, and by checking the complaints, if artificial, and 

both by the confcquences of an Union ?

T h e  zeal of humble induftry, and the fplendor of exalted 

talents, have pafled from Ireland into foreign lands, to eat 

even the bread of honeft and independent poverty among an 

unopprefled people. W e  do not fay however that the peo

ple of Ireland were opprefled by the Government. W e  

proteft againft the affertion. T h e  barbarous fpirit of feudal 

times looked down upon the cottage, and looked above the 

throne; therefore the government was governed, and the 

fubjefls were vaflals. But as commerce enriched, and 

knowledge enlightened mankind, the lordly yoke o f  feudal 

tyranny has been broken throughout Europe, kings freed 

from ilavery, and people from oppreflion. Thus, through 

commerce, will the barbarous fpirit of feudal power finally 

depart from Ireland, and the old and corrupt body of civil 

defeâs find a fepulchre in the Union.

W ith  its prefent boafted trade, however, the lower claiT- 

es of Ireland are poor, as will hereafter be (hewn on parlia

mentary authority, beyond human condition in other coun

tries :

*
*  T h e  emigrations from Ireland hare not ceafed fince Sw ift 's  time. 

In t h e  year 1 7 9 7 ,  families to  the amount o f  fome hundreds paflèd over to  

America*

( 36 )
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tr ies. it is evident) therefore, that the trade is not vet ex- 

tenfive enough to reach the poor. And as that boafted 

trade may periih at the nod o f  Britain, the queftion is, W il l  

the Iriih reje& at once, not only fecurity for that trade, and 

the means of its unbounded extenfioii through English ca

pital, ikill, and commerce ; but all the incalculable benefits 

o f  an U n i o n  upon the w h o l e  b o d y  o f  the Iriih nation ?

It  is this Union that will bring comforts to the people, 

and convert the bogs of Ireland into fir.iling corn fields and 

m eadows; that will clothe her naked mountains with 

woods ; dig her mines, and explore her treafures ; cut her 

canals to convey them to the ocean ; pour forth abundance 

from her now half-cultivated fields ; and, inftead of herds 

o f  cattle, raife up numerous and induftrious bodies o f  men. 

T h u s ,  as remarked by the able and eloquent Biihop o f  L an - 

daff, Ireland will be enriched, and England not impoverijhed, 

but the empire be increafed in opulence and rtrength. S ix 

ty millions o f  acres, fo fertile by nature, if improved by art, 

will maintain much more than thirty millions o f  m en: out 

o f  thefe thirty millions, five millions may bear arms j and 

out o f  thefe five millions, one million may be always in 

arms without prejudice to agriculture or commerce, to pro- 

t e a  the other twenty-nine millions in peace and induilry. 

W ith  fuch a body of united Britons, with the commerce re- 

fulting from this Union, with a navy thus fupported, with 

riches and refources thus fecured, with fuch ftrength from 

N ature and from Union, we may bid defiance to the world. 

Then we may look down in calm and fupreme dignity upon 

the little difputes and wars of Continental Princes, wholly 

uninterefted in their artificial balance o f  power. O u r  con

federacy will be then at home— in U n ion : our balance of 

power will be then— the population, the riches, the re

fources o f  G reat and United Britain. G o d  and Nature 

have befriended us much ; and, uulefs we be enemies to our-

' fefats ,



felves, we may be the happieft and ftrongeft empire in the 

World— INVINCIBLE.

A t  a moment, then, when a defolating fiend ftalks over the 

earth, ravaging; all liâtes and conditions, ihould we not unite' O O
againft this tnonfter ? It has however been gravely advanced 

in Ireland, that connexion with Britain is an advantage, but 

Union deftruflion. I f  Britiih connexion be an advantage, 

Union, which is but clofer and ftronger connexion, muft be 

clofer and ftronger advantage : unlefs Britain be confidered 

as a phyfical body in flames, whofe warmth is genial at a 

diftance, but which burns by contatS, and confumes by 

Union. Is this however the cafe ? Ireland is in truth, as 

was eloquently defcribed by the able Prelate whom we have 

juft quoted, a graff, which has juft grown up and flourifh- 

ed on the Britiih ftock : feparate it, and it will neither 

ftrike root downwards nor bear fruit upwards, but will w i

ther under the ihadow of the Britiih oak, or be poifoned 

by the peftilential vapours of the tree of liberty.— Unite it 

then with Britain, and it will become a found and vigorous 

limb of the empire; unite it with France, and it will be

come a poor ihrivelled excrefcence, which will be cut off 

as caprice or convenience points out.

( 3« )

C I V I L  S T A T E .

Th is point of national Policy may be confidered in two 

views : Firft, with refpeft to civil, next with refpeâ to 
moral economy. Civil economy comprehends the fupport 

of individuals, and confequently of a State : moral economy 

regards religion or the manners o f a People.
Firft :
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Firft : the fyftem o f  civil œ conom y which regulates the 

fupportof the great body of individuals o f  Ireland, is obvi

ous as to its nature by its confequences. A  ftatement was 

made to the Houfe of Commons of Ireland, and which was 

before cited, (p. 10 Union or Separation) that u out of 

three millions, there are two millions one hundred thoufand 

excufcd on account o f  poverty from paying yearly four-pence 

each to the State .”  W h e re  there is fuch perfonal poverty, 

the ftate muft ever be in danger, through diilàtisfaôion 

within, and want of fupport and power without.

Having clearly before us, at this awful period, the na

ture and confequences o f  this fyftem, we have been led to 

confider what is the remedy for this civil condition. O u r  

folemn and deliberate opinion is, that there is no other re

medy whatever, but an Incorporate Union.

A s  to Utopian cups with the waters offorgetfulncfs, pre

fe rre d  by fome men, they muft have certainly been empti

ed by themfelves. Such men rcafon upon topics without 

remembering thei'e particular and important circumftances, 

which totally change the nature o f  a cafe. And while fome 

reafon too generally, others reafon too particularly; fuch, 

for inftance, are foreign and domeftic Traders, who look 

not beyond local or perfonal concerns, and never enter into 

a combination for the general benefit o f  nationzi commerce ; 

and, next, Political Tradeis, who confult only for them

felves, and not for the Public at large.

Hence the crude abfurdities and grofs mifreprefentations, 

which have been diffufed upon this occafion. T h e y  are too 

numerous for any one man to undertake to expofe them ; 

and they are indeed too glaring to require it. T h e  authors 

and abetters, however, of all manner of villainy could not 

have found more zealous dupes or more apt inftruments for 

the proje£ted ruin o f  mankind in a Nation.— But if it be 

true, as Swift faid, t h a t “  general calamities are allowed to 

be the great U n i t e r s  o f  mankind,”  we have folid ground

for



for hope. T h e  individual and public condition in Ireland, 

and the general calamity which has defolated Europe and 

menaced the globe, will upon this reafoning caufe the E m 

pire to be united, consolidated, and ftrengthened. W ith  

refpe£l to Ireland, is it not a glorious and honourable invi- 

goration which refults from private poverty being changed 

into public opulence, and individual abjeftion into National 

elevation ? “  T h e  picture,”  faid M r. Dundas, cc which I 

draw of Ireland, is of a gloomy and lamentable afpe£t ; but, 

in proportion as it is fo, it becomes the duty of every well- 

wiiher to both countries to devife fome remedy by which he 

may deftroy the hopes of the enemy, and give new life and 

new vigour to the Sifter Kingdom.”  For independent of 

commercial advantages through increafed capital and (kill; 

independent of civil advantages through improved agricul

ture and manners ; independent of improved induflry and con- 

dition, and the termination of civil feuds ; independent of 

ail thefe advantages, the queftion is, as Air. Pitt ftated it, 

not what Ireland is to g a i n ,  but what jhe is to p r e s e r v e  ;  

not merely how Jhe may befl improve her fituation, but how 

Jhe is to avert a preiîing and immediate danger.”  W h en  

the aflaffin lifts his knife, the firft a£t is, Natural impulfe, 

for inftant fafety : the next is, found thought, for future 

fecurity. Rob nature, however, of this impulfe againft 

domeftic traitors in Ireland ; ftrip the mind of this thought 

for fecurity againft a rapacious foe, who had declared war 

againft Kings and enflaves all Republics; remove all thofe 

loud pleas on the prefent occalion,— and exclufive o f fuch 

inevitable dangers, if the two countries do not unite, they 

mufl feparate: and ruin follows. Whereas let the two 
countries unite, and if reafon, founded upon wife experi

ence, have any claim on certainty, it may be maintained as 

a truth, that a termination of Civil mifery in Ireland will 

enfue from Union, and a rapid growth of individual opu

lence augment the ftock of National happinefs, common
powtr>
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power, and imperial flrength. T h u s  then ihe may defpife 

every foreign danger, and enjoy and purfue her domeftic 

improvement.

According to the acknowledged* principles o f  C ivil ce- 

conomy, it is agreed that, for the advantage o f  individuals, 

and confequently o f  the State, for it is impoilible to fepa

rate them, each labourer ihould be enabled to rear four 

children.— W hatever therefore is the average w eekly e x -  

penfe o f  fupplying five individuals with comfortable drefs* 

dwelling, and diet, ihould be the earning o f  the father o f  

a labouring family. I f  the w eekly expenfe be valued at two 

(hillings each, his labour ihould procure ten ; for, the mo

ther's work is computed to be equal to her own fupport. 

T h efe  being the principles univerfally received in the fyf- 

tems of C ivil oeconomy for the good of the individual and 

o f  the State, it may fairly be afked, do the fathers o f  labour

ing families in Ireland earn ten (hillings each ? F o r we be

lieve no individual can have comfortable drefs, dwell i ng  

and diet, under two /hillings on an average per week. 

T h is  point we ihall not pufh farther. W ith o u t laying open 

the wound more deeply, we have 110 doubt but an Union 
will radically heal it.

T h e  fame ftandard hold goods not only for all places, but 

all perfons concerned in induftry and the arts.; marking 

that due gradation, whereby remunerations and rewards 
rife with the»rank of talents or employment.

W ith  refpeft to Farmers, their portion is accurately af- 

certained, which is to reward their (kill or application. It 

is two-thirds of the price of the produce of the land: one 

belongs to thofe who live by rent, or the proprietors : ano

ther third belongs to thofe who live by wages, or is for ge

neral cultivation : and the other third is for thofe who live 

by profit and ftock, or the farmers. T h e  two laft thirds

therefore
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therefore are the farmer’s portion, for himfelf, for his la

bourers, and for his expenles. Such being the principles 

univerfalJy adopted as wife and juft, after ages o f experi

ence, it may not be unfair to aik, does this fyftem prevail 

in Ireland ? Does the farmer who cultivates a confiderable 

tra â  of land, or the cottager who tills a fingle acre or a Tin

gle rood of potatoes, does he receive two thirds of the va

lue of the produce ? I f  the potatoes o f  the cottager be worth 

three pounds, is the landlord fatisfied with one pound for 

his rent ? I f  not, he violates the firft principle of C ivil ce- 

conomy, he is unwife towards the ftate and himfelf, and he 

is highly unjuft toward the cottager his tenant. T h a t  this 

fyftem, however, will grow out of the confequences o f an 

Union, there can be no doubt ; and that it muft be for the 

advantage not only of the lower order but the upper orders 

of men we refer to demonftration and experience in Britain 

and elfewhere.

T he reafon too is obvious. Liberal rewards invite in- 

duftry : induftry promotes population : and population and 

induftry increafe each other. For as the liberal wages and 

rewards of induftry produce plenty, plenty gives fubfiftence 

and invites population; and increafed population demands 

increafed fubfiftence and forces induftry. Thus it is that 

the wife and juft returns of labour, giving plenty and 

ftrength, promote induftry and population ; and, giving 

animation and a hope of bettering man’s condition, roufe 

the peafant, the farmer, or the manufacturer, to exert his 

ftrength, orftretchhis talents to the utmoft. And then the 

charge of indolence and indigence is haard no more.

However, where there is not much agriculture in a coun

try, little ftock for trade, and a tolerable population, the 

wages will, through competition, be low, and the people 

be partly idle, or emigrate. But it muft be granted that 

Ireland is not populous, though its tendency to population 

is extraordinary and unequalled in Europe. For, when Sir
William
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W illiam  Petty wrote his Political Arithmetic, he faid 

“  England is five times better peopled than Ireland.’ ’ Had 

therefore the progreflion of population been equal in both 

countries fince that period, lince Ireland contains at this 

moment above four millions of people, and England is one- 

third larger, the latter ihould have at leaft twenty-feven 

millions : and as the population o f  England falls fhort of 

this, in the fame relative proportion has the population of 

Ireland gained upon that of England. Still, however, Ire 

land is not populous in proportion to the a&ual number it 

may have, but to the numbers it can feed. And what a 

view might be given here of the natural capacities o f  Ire

land in foil, now negleCted ; in fiíheries, fomewhat known 

but little heeded; and in pofition on the globe, not to be 

fur pa fled for the great benefits o f commerce. It is to draw 

all thefe wonderful refources into a&ion, that w e anxioufly 

fupport an Union : for that nation pofleiTes means of opu

lence, power, and confequence, which have been too long 

and fhamefully negle&ed. I f  men, however, be wife at 

this moment, the time is not far diftant when internal in- 

duftry and home trade will change the export o f  provifions 

into that of manufa&ures. Inftead of dreary folitudes for 

grazing will be feen fmiling corn fields and joyous popula

tion ; and the Ifland be transformed into a peaceful granary, 

or refound with the animated din of manufactures and work- 
fhops.

T h ere  is a great and important truth, which the M e r 

chants, Manufacturers, and Landholders of Ireland ihould 

hold conftantly in v iew —-the v a l u e  of the produce of land 

or labour can be increafed only by population or /kill. Popu

lation cannot increafe without increafed funds to fupport it, 

which is Capital: fk ill  cannot increafe without increafed 

funds to reward and apply its difcoveries, which is alio 

Capital. Ireland has not that Capital. But Union with 

G reat Britain will give that Capital :— confequently it will

give



give an increafed value to the produce o f land and labour; 

it will give increafed agriculture, increafed manufactures, 

increafed population, increafed commerce.

W an t of Capita! may be one, amidft other material rea- 
fons, for the backward {late of agriculture in Ireland. But 

this reafon cannot apply to great Proprietors. Experience, 

however, in all countries ihews that great Proprietors are 

feldom great improvers. It has beenalfo found in Ireland, 

as well as in that ancient ftate of Europe, to which Ireland 

bears too much refemblance at this day, that lefs improve

ment took plac^ under tnofe who occupied the land than 

under the Proprietors. But leaft o f  all has improvement ever 

taken place, while thofe employed were either really, or what 

is eventually the fame thing, fuppofed themfelves to be 

flaves. A  man, who is without all hope or expectation of 

acquiring property, will labour as little as poifible, provid

ed he can fubfift. He has no intereft beyond his mainte

nance, and fo far only will he think of labour. Man is al

ways the fame creature under the fame circumftances, and 

the great caft of Nature is uniform, however different the 

climate or the time. In antient Italy, the decline o f agri

culture remarked by Pliny, and in ancient Greece by Arif- 

totle, and in the W e ft  Indies the laih of a flave-driver-— 

prove that when man has no interefl in his exertions, nor pof- 

iibility of civil elevation, and bettering his condition, he 

w ill do as little as he can. Nov/ we aik, Are the People of 
Ireland indolent ?

If fo . indolence and indigence are unfure cements for a 

civil fyftem; whereas due rewards conferred upon labour 

animate induftry, produce comfort, and give folid fecurity 
to a ftatc. I f  the people be happy, they will be virtuous. 

He, who requires a proof of this, has only to contemplate 
the ftate of Great Britain to-day,— of the reft of Europe—  

of Ireland itfelf ! ! ! But the whole civil condition of Ire

land -will be improved by the confequences o f Union with

Great

í 44 )



( 45 )
Great Britain, both with refpe<t to the fupport of indivi

duals and th e fta te ;  and with refpect to the prefent cail 

o f  national manners, which forms the fécond part to be 
confidered.

A n  inquiry into the caufes o f  the manners o f  Ireland 

might afford, if  judiciouily traced, one o f  the moil novel 

pictures perhaps ever prefented to the human mind. Such 

a combination o f  Brehon* barbarity forced upon their m o 

ral habits during ages, by our ill-judging forefathers ; fuch 

a mixture o f  allodial authority exercifed with tyranny, by 

the conquering proprietors o f  lands ; fuch a feudal bondage, 

without the formalities ot law, or feelings of Nature— funic, 

embittered, and depraved the human heart. After ages o f  

fuch horrid policy, England at length communicated its g o 

vernment and laws to Ireland. But as our anceftors had 

eitabliihed themfelves by force, the Governm ent o f  Ireland 

has ever fince partaken o f  force. It was an error how

ever, which, though the Governm ent faw, conftituted as 

it has been, it was unable to correct. M o ll  unqueilionably 

force was not a remedy for evils which grew out o f  the c i

vil and religious differences o f  the country. T h e  true re

medy was another fpecies of connexion— it was Union. 

And that remedy M olyneaux, the great champion o f  Ire

land s rights and liberties, faw, and ardently defired ; but 

defpaired of the blefling. Unhappily this found and radical 

policy, which might have clofed all the wounds o f  hatred 

and hoftility, was neglected for a fpecies o f  quackery, 

which, in political as well as phyfical diforders, but makes 

bad worfe. T h u s  through ages the barbarous caft o f  Irifh 

manners was kept up by opprellion. In after-times it was

*  1 he n ature ot th is  code o f  law s,  and its efTcfts upon civil loc ie ty ,  may 

be  collected from the  fo llow ing hiftorical fa ft  W h e n  L o id  D eputy  F itz -  

w iliiam  told M ag u ire  that h e  would fend a S h er iff  into  F erm an agh  —  

“  Y o u r  Sheriff,”  faid M ag u ire ,  “  fhall be w elcom e to m e, but let m e know  

his Etuke  (or  price o f  his head) b e fcre -h a n d ,  th at  i f  m y  people cut it off, 

T may put the EricLe upon the  country.**

aggravated
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aggravated by the addition of civil vices, and the lofs of fa- 

vage virtues, which refulted from hatred and intermixture * 

with their conquerors. And in nearer periods, their whole 

mind and manners have been empoifoned by the cunning 

cant of plaufible men, and inflamed by the dark doftrines 

of traitors, until maddened, brutalized, and made ferocious 

by the contagious barbarity of the day.

T h e  ftate of Ireland has been truly peculiar in many 

points. T h e  Proteftants, who were leaft numerous, had 

the property and power ; while the Catholics, who were 

moft numerous, had neither power nor property. It was 

deemed neceflary therefore to fupport the Proteftant, left 

the Catholics fhould get the power, and confequently the 

property : and hence a great oppreiîion had arifen in former 

times. And though it be now removed, a deep rooted jea- 

loufy has pafled down to this day, and has embodied with it 

a legion of more corrupt paflions to defolate the hearts and 

affections of men. Such things cannot go on; there muft 

be an end to thefe diforders, or an end to civil fociety. And 

againft civil death in Ireland we know of no proteâion that 

the utmoft ftretch of human faculties can form, but an in- 

corporative Union. Th is meafure will give in fubftance 

what both parties defire— namely, fecurity to the Proteftant 

for his prefent property and future power; and emancipa

tion to the Catholic, or three millions of fubjects, from the 

{hackles of hideous diftinâion. Under an incorporative 

Union, all fufpicious fears oflofing eight-tenths of the pro

perty of the iiland muft be removed for ever from the 

breaft o f  the Proteftant : and all well-grounded hopes of 
gaining legiflative power and civil rights may, and will be

yond doubt, be confirmed to the Catholic without dread, 

and with confiderable advantage. Thus the gall of civil 

jealoufy will no longer embitter the minds and manners of 

men, nor the flame of religious animofity kindle up the 
torch of frantic barbarity. But rebellion, cruihed amidft

its
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its expiring crimes, will die after a reign o f  horrors, which 

is beyond the reach o f  record or defcription. F or the firft 

effort o f  Iriih hiilory was a page o f  traditional rebellions, 

and it has never ceafed fince to dip its pen in human blood.

B u t  if, notwithilanding all the well-grounded expectati

ons o f  refcuing men and manners from a gulph of i m m o r a 

lity, through the unqueilionable refults o f  an Union on the 

civil ftatc of Ireland, it be aiked, who are the advocates, or 

what authority pleads for this meafure ? W e  proudly an- 

fwer, that our fupporters are fome o f  the moil wife, the 

m oil virtuous, and moil revered characters, that have done 

honour to human nature in different ages and nations. And

now we aik,"who are the oppofers of Union ?------ O n e man

indeed we fee, whom we have been taught to refpeâ, and 

therefore by his own words we judge him “  W h en  gen

tlemen argue on bad ground, even their own arguments 

often make againft them.” — (W oodfalPs Report o f  M r. 

F oiler’s Speech, p. 106.) But are the oppofers of this 

Union anxious on the fcore o f  Irifh independence ? M o ly -  

neux, the advocate of Iriih liberty, wifely points to inde

pendence— for it exiils folely— in Union. A re  they defirous 

to put down the mighty load of fundamental grievances in 

civilization, ignorance, fuperftition, manners, poverty ? 

L e t  them then embrace commerce,— for to commerce, and 

ail its confequent civil bleilings, Sir W illiam  Petty, Sir Jo- 

fiah Child, D ecker, M unn, Adam Smith, Dean T u c k e r ,  

and all other able political writers and œconomifls, have 

pointed out the road— through Union.

If, befide the authority of opinion, that o f  example can 

have weight in fupport of an U nion, we have the full be

nefit o f experience before us in the Union after the H ep

tarchy, and in the Union of W a les , and Counties Palatine. 

W  e have alfo two other examples perhaps more ilriking, 

becaufe more near to our own times and circumflances. 

In the reign of Charles II. Carolina, like Ireland on the

conqueil,



conqueft, was given up to fome Englifhmcn, both in pro

perty and jurifdiâion. L ocke , who was certainly a friend 

to popular liberty, though by no means a politician, per

haps becaufe a metaphyfical philofopher, was employed to 

compofe a body of laws for their government. But not- 

withftanding the code of fuch an advocate for the people, 

diftinétions, parties, and inteftine commotions arofe under 

this fecondary jurifdiCtion, as the viceroyal and legiflative 

government of Ireland now is. In order, therefore, to pre

vent the laft ruinous confequences o f thefe troubles, it was 

thought advifable to place the country under the immediate 

care and infpeólion o f the Crown : and the like immediate 

care and infpeCtion is a dire6t confequence o f the prefent 
Legiflative Union. T h e  other example is that of Stotland, 

whofe diftraCtions, divifions, and clanfhip ceafed but with 

the amelioration of its government under Union, and where

by the induftry of the inhabitants was awakened. So rapid 

and fuccefsful has its progrefs been fince, that Engliíh abi

lity, which furpafied Scottifh ability at the period before the 

Union as twenty-eight to one, now exceeds it only as eight 

to one.*
Confequently, therefore, if Ireland looks to Political pow

er, to C ivil happinefs, and Commercial opulence— her great 

charter for national and individual independence, as well as 

diffufed riches, is Incorporative Union.

W e  have feen the confequences o f Union in feveral in- 

ftances with refpeCt to the Britiih Em pire; let us now re

cur to a memorable inftance of Difunion in the Roman 

Empire.
Peculiar circumftances of ftate, and the concealed views 

o f the Sovereign, caufed Auguftus to eftablifb a line of d i f  

union between the great mafs of the Roman People. But 
from this plah flowed the miferies of the flate\  and it finally 

occafioned what may be termed different fovereignties in
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one empiie under DiocleGan. 7 ’ his dtfumon and divifion 

produced civil wars, which ijid not ceafe till all was again 

confolidated into one Union, and under one fovereignty. B u t  

difunion again took place under Conftantine, when he form

ed two capitals. u  7 'here teemed to be two empires, and 

in effett there were t w o ”  fays the hiftorian ; “  fo r  they had  

s e p a r a t e  i n t e r e s t s , and were therefore no longer parts 

o f  o n e  w h o l e . ”  T h u s  the empire languiihed by degrees, 

lunk into nothing, and died o f  d i s u n i o n . A ll things, con

tinues the hiftorian, had united for the grandeur o f  the R o 

mans, and they re-united for its f a l l ;  religious difputcs, and 

civ il wars, and corruption o f  manners, and a le f  o f  the love 

of pubnc good, and the defects o f  government, and the 7nulti-  

tude o f enemies. D oes not this pichne of aifimion— this re
paration of interefts, thefe religious difputes, there civil 

wars, thefe corrupt manners, the practical defeds or iriih  

government, and the multitude o f  enemies, exift in our 

caie ? G od grant that the like conicquences may not fol

low. W e  have indeed but one refource, one fare mode o f  

preventing like effects ; it is obvioufly— by diflolving like 
caufes of deftruâion.

O n  a review of the Political, Commercial, and C iv il  

ftate of Ireland, we perceive that the nature o f  its Imperial 

connexion is luch, that all the art and policy of mankind 

have not been able to corredt its vices, but have introduced 

new inifchiefs and aggravated the old. T h e  whole fyftem 

has been an attempt to force nature into a compliance with 

prejudice, by little artificial regulations, and to overturn 

the great principles of policy and truth by a fyftem of obvi

ous, and now of experienced folly. Hence the horrid pic

ture which the page of Irifh hiftory prefents, ftained with 

mood, and blotted by rebellions. Y e t  fome men were lull

ed into a momentary dream ; others too were awake in the 
vigil o f  power ; but all were in a ftate of political fubje&i- 

O” , and without independence. Had there been indepenJ-

^  ence,
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ence, and not a conne&ed and commanding fuperiority 

over them, one party had long iince cruihed to pieces the 

other— as would have lately been done even by the great- 

nefs of its own ruin. For though the objeft held out to 

inflame the pallions of the middle claffes, and the madnefs 
o f the multitude, was apparently the overthrow of ariftocra- 

Cy— in reality the objeft was to eftablifli thofe leaders of re

bellion, into a complete art/locracy : which they would have 

done even under a republic. Both, however, are defpo-

tifms.
It may not be amifs to lay before uninformed per.ons 

fome ihort inftrudtion on this point o f ariftocracies and re

publics.— A ll a r i s t o c r a c i e s  are defpotifms, except in 

name: and are worfe than any fingle defpotifm, becaufe 

every individual of an ariftocracy is a tyrant. In a defpo

tifm there may be an horrible and blood-thirfty N ero to

day ; but to-morrow there may be a Vefpafian, whofe 

“  p o w e r  is but an opportunity of doing good (Pliny). 

But in an ariftocracy it is not one heart, nor one head nor 

one blow that defeats the monfter: it is many headed ; and 

one grows up as the other is cut off. Hence the people, 

in order to efcape numerous calamities, uniformly caft them- 

felves into the arms of a fingle defpot : it was the cafe in 

Denmark.
But in r e p u b l i c s  it is even worfe ; for there the mon- 

fler has ftill more heads to devour the fubjeâs. And the 

people under republican governments are not politically but 
p e r s o n a l l y  enfiaved : it was the cafe in Poland. The 

p e o p l e  are not only enflaved, but enervated and corrupted 

by debauchery, to make them willing but bafe facrifices to 

t y r a n n y  ! it was the cafe in Venice.
So likewife in modern republics, the people are held fa jly 

and furnifhed with fenfuality, as pigs in a filthy Jtye, who 

zuallow before /laughter.
But
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But it it be laid there m a y  b e  exceptions to this tyranny 

o f  republics— we demand where are they, throughout the 

range o f  time and place fince the creation, from the moft 

diminutive to the greateft— from that o f  L u c ca  or St. M a 

rino in Italy, or from that one in Switzerland, which con

tained about 1500 fubje&s, to Rom e herfelf, the bluftering 

miftrefs o f  the world. M e n  unfortunately take words for 

things. T h e  word republic excites and bears with it the 

idea o f  freedom ; but examine the thing, and it is a com 

pound of all the elements o f  tyranny. I f  example be proof, 

look to the proud boaft and glory of republics, to the m o

dels which all imitate, but none have equalled : and what 

did the refinement o f  a G recian, or the folidity o f  a Roman 

republic produce ? A  feries o f  tyranny and horror that dif- 

gracc the character o f  human nature, and which no other 

fpecies o f  defpotifm but republican defpotifm can parallel. 

I t  was a republic that brought forth the monjier who wiihed 

his people to  have but one neck, that he might deftroy them 

all at one blow. In republics the p e o p l e  have, in name, 

general political freedom, but in reality they are no part in 

it. A nd as to thofe men, who are already exaltedby nature, 

to greatnefs, and the rare rankoi talents, what do they feek 

in republics, but dangers proportionate to their fuccefs ? L e t  

the Roman Agricola, counfel them if they be virtuous ; 

let the chiefs of the French republic who have fallen by the 

dagger and the axe ; let Condorcet, the miferable vidtim of 

hunger and poifon, warn them i f  they be otherwife.

W h a tm a n  then fo weak, or politician fo wicked toward 

human nature, as to ftand up for a r i s t o c r a c y  or r e p u b 

l i c a n i s m ,  which are governments calculated but to curfe 

mankind?  Bondage and oppreiîion, ilave and tyrant, can 

alone be counteracted in a monarchy, where there is eagle 

againft eagle, and lion againft lion. B y vigilance againil 

vigilance, and power againfl power, there arifes a wife m ix

ture of modes, which corre&s and balances their authority ;

D  2 they
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they cannot be feparately exerted for evil, but may jointly 

for good. But that they ihould be jointly exerted for evil 

is a confederacy hardly poflible: for it were a joint madnefs 

for feparate fuicide.— It weie a triumph for mourning.

There may, however, be a bedlam of a fyftem ; for fuch 

is that of Ireland, not only politically confidered, but com

mercially and civilly. W ith  refpeót to the civil ftate, a 

remedy has been propofed, by forming eftabliihments for 

the education of the lower orders. This, we fear, is erro

neous, and hope it may not prove dangerous. Ameliorate 

the condition of the people, and inftru&ion will follow : 

whereas if their condition be not ameliorated, and their 

minds be enlightened, what enfues ? T h e y  will then ftudy 

thofe inflammatory papers which they have been defired by 

the United Iriihmen to hang up in their cabins; and will 

reflect on, and be roufed by fuch aggravated defcriptions of 

oppreffion, as might make a wife man mad. Whereas, let 

Union open to them the fources o f  national wealthy and in

dividual happinefs will follow. Riches alfo promote public 

virtue, which promote private happinefs; but riches, which 

oppofe the public happinefs o f a people, oppofe private 

virtue.

T h e  fource o f riches inftrumental to national virtue is 

agriculture and the arts. T h e  quantity neceflary to indivi

dual happinefs, is that fufficiency arifing from the daily ap

plication of eight or ten hours to procure comfortable dwel

lings, warm clothing, and wholefome food for themfelves 
and families : and where the quantity of circulating cafh is 

not, through deficiency or excefs, contrary to the enjoy

ment and prefervation of their ftate of profperity.

Riches oppofe the private virtue of a people, where there 
is excefs o f opulence and excels of mifery ; for it condemns 

one part of a nation to idleneff, another to indigence, and 

both to misfortunes and vice. T h e  people thus lofe all en

ergy, their minds become depraved through their civil ftate,
and



and are brutalized by ignorance. Ignorance prepares them 

as v ia im s  for error, and error darkens and confufes what

ever is good or evil for them. Ignorance firft renders them 

infenfible to advantages propofed, error next makes them 

abhor them, and perpetuates their misfortunes. But begin 

to remedy thofe misfortunes by changing their ftate, and 

the people will no longer through ignorance or error be in- 

firuments of civil death ; but their force become a fource 

o f  inexhauftible happinefs, i(then diredted by reafon.

W hereas to begin inftruflion before civil abjeflion be re

moved, is, i f  not dangerous, w e conceive erroneous. R e n 

der the people happy, and that inftruaion which fuits their 

ftation and capacities, will naturally follow. T h e  man muft 

be wholly ignorant of the progrefs o f  the human mind, who 

knows not the relations between public and private inftruc- 

tion and public opulence. W riters will inform him, that 

where the hiftory o f  knowledge and fcience began, there 

arofe the monuments o f  this truth. T h e  firft germs o f  fci

ence, natural, moral and political, developed themfelves in 

the rich Monarchies o f  E gypt and Affyria. In the hiftory 

o f  the Phoenicians, we find that this commercial people be

came the depofitaries of the knowledge o f  the Eaft, after 

having been the depofitary of its produaions. T h e  hiftory 

of G reece, and the G recian Colonies in Italy, (hews that 

they were the feats of commerce when they became the 

feats o f  learning. A nd if we pafs to Rom e, we ihall find 

that the country of Fabricius had rifen from its ancient po

verty to hold up the great examples o f  a C icero , an H o

race, and a V irgil. ] f  we return to the Eaft, during a pe

riod nearer to o u r  own times, we ihall find that the rapid 

progrefs of knowledge under the Caliphs was in the mo

ment that its commerce fecured it a great portion o f  the 
riches o f  Alia, Europe, and Africa. T o  the Arabs we 

ow e chymiftry and medicine, and thefe remedies more falu- 

tary and mild than thofe tranfmitted to us by Hippocrates

or
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or Galen. T o  them we owe too algebra, and the immor

tality of N ew ton: who, infpired by their firft geometric 

meafurement of the earth, fcalçd the heavens, lived amidft 

its ftars, and fent down to us the laws o f their revolutions, 

and his own immortality.
Since the beginning of time k n o w l e d g e  has kept pace 

with wealth, extended with induftry, and flouriihed with 

commerce. Such has been its progrefs fince creation over 

the globe: it has thus pervaded Europe; always abandon

ing the poor or impoveriihed, and uniformly abiding and 

flouriihing with the nations which are rich.

T h is  is the evidence o f  hiftory and example : what fays 

re2fon ?
T h e  cultivation of the mind fuppofes a moral elevation, 

but there can be no fuch elevation where there is moral ab- 

je£tion; or, in other words, there can be no general im

provement o f mind or manners where there is not happinefe 

and civil independence. W here there is poverty there will 

be ignorance ; where there is ignorance there will be error ; 

and where there are poverty, ignorance, and error, there 

will eternally be misfortunes and vice. M ake the people 

happy, and it is eafy to make them virtuous and wife ; let the 

great be virtuous, and they will be both wife and happy.

But what is the pifture prefented to us in M r. Johnfon’s 

admirable lettter on the propofed Union— (p. 5, London 

edition)— “  T h e  hiftory of this country, as long as its an

nals can be traced, furniihes no other fpedtacle than fuch as 

humanity muft deplore, and philofophy regret.” — He then 

draws, with a vigorous pen, a view of the different claifes 

in Ireland : and adds— “  A ll  the national evils, which 

jttight be fuppofed to flow from fuch conditions, overfpread

a feemingly devoted land.” ------ L et us now caft our eye on

a iimilar ftate of Scotland before the Union. u I think I 

fee,”  faid Lord Belhaven on the Union, in the true fpirit 

of oppreiîion, cc the peerage of Scotland divejied of their
followers
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followers and vaffalages, and put on an equal footing with 

their own very vafjals.”  But, remarked M r. Dundas* on 

this paflage with a wifdom at once honourable to his head 

and heart— tc if the Union has broken afunder the b o n d s  o f  

feu d al vaflalage, wife and virtuous men will not be difpofed 

to confider this as an evil confequence. ”  A n d  on another 

prophecy of his Lordihip’s, M r .  Dundas obferves, with a 

fentiment of found policy— u  N o w  I d o  fee the mere 

ploughman enjoying t r e b l e  w a g e s  and t r e b l e  c o m 

f o r t s , while the farm er  reaps iuch profits as enable him 

to live almoft upon an equal footing, in every point of focial 

enjoyment, with even the hereditary landed gentleman, the 

pofl'eiTor of the foil itfelf.”

u I f  it be true,”  (lays M r. Dundas in another paffage) 

“  as generally acknowledged, that the p o o r  o f  Ireland e x 

perience all the miferies concomitant to a ftate of wretched-  

nefs— that liberty which awakened the commercial enterprize 

o f  Scotland— that liberty which expanded its genius in the 

moft honourable purfuits— that liberty which confirmed 

every fentiment which can dignify human nature, will, I  

am fure, have the fame happy influence on the people o f  Ire

land, conne£ted with us by the deareft reciprocal obliga
tions.”

“  If it be true,”  (fays M r. Pitt alfo) cc that this meafure 

has an inevitable tendency to admit the introduction of that 

Britiih  capital which is moft likely to give life to all the 

operations o f  c o m m e r c e ,  and to all the improvements of 

a g r i c u l t u r e  ; if it be that which above all other confede

rations is mojl likely to give s e c u r i t y ,  q u i e t , and inter

nal r e p o s e  to Ireland : i f  it is likely to remove the chief bar 

to the internal advancement of w e a l t h  and c i v i l i z a t i 

o n ,  by a more intimate intercourfe with England; if  it is 

more likely to communicate from hence thofe habits which 

diftinguiih this country, and which, by a continued grada

tion
*  See Speech on the  U n ion ,
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tion unite the h i g h e s t  and the l o w e s t  orders of the com* 

munity W I T H O U T  a C H A S M  in any part of the fyf

tem ; if it is not only likely to invite (as I have already faid) 

Englijh capital to fet c o m m e r c e  in m o t i o n ,  but to offer 

it the ufe of n e w  m a r k e t s ,  to open frejh  refources o f  

W E A L T H  and i n d u s t r y ; can wealth, can indujlry, can 

civilization increafe among the w h o l e  bulk of the people, 

without ?nuch more than counterbalancing the partial e f feá  

o f  a removal of the few  individuals, who for a fm all part of 

the year would follow the feat of legiflation ? If, notwith- 

ftanding the abfence of parliament from Dublin, it would 

ftill remain the centre of education, and of the internal com-  

vierce of a country increaftng in improvement ; if it would 

ftill remain the feat of legal difcuflion, which muft always 

increafe with an increafeof property and occupation ; will 

it be fuppofed, with a view even to the interefls o f thofe 

whofe partial interefts have been moft fuccefsfully appealed 

to ; with a view either to the refpe&able body c f  the bary to 

the merchant, or fnopkeeper o f  Dublin, that thJy would not 

find their proportionate ill are o f advantage in the general ad- 

vantage of the ftate ? Let it be remembered alfo, that if 

the transfer of the feat o f legiilature may call from Ireland 

to England the m e m b e r s  of the united parliament; yet, 

after the Union, property, influence, and confideration in 

Ireland will lead, as much as in G reat Britain, to all the ob
jects of imperial ambition : and there muft confequently ex- 

ift a NEW I N C I T E M E N T  to perfons, to acquire property in 

that country, and to thofe who poffefs it, to refide there, and 

to cultivate the good opinion of thofe with whom they live, 
and to extend and improve their influence and connexions/' 

14 But we can on this queftion refer to experience. L ook 

at the metropolis of Scotland: the population of Edinburgh 

has been more than doubled fince the Union, has increafed 

in the proportion of between five and fix to one : look at 

its progrefs in manufa&ures ; look at its great advantages,
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and tell me what ground there is, judging by experience, in 

aid o f  theory, for thofe gloomy apprehenfions which have been 

fo induflrioufly excited.’ ’

W ith  refpeft “  to the commercial privileges now enjoyed 

by Ireland, and to which it owes fo much o f  its profperity, 

that they would be /e/s fecure than at prefent, I have given 

an anfwer to already, by ftating, that they are falfely  im 

puted to the independence of the Iriih parliament, for they 

are, in fa ft9 owing to the exercifeof the voluntary difcretion 

o f  the Britijh parliament, u n b o u n d  by c o m p a c t ,  prompt

ed only by its natural difpofition, to confider the interefts 

o f  Ireland as its ow n.”

“  I have feen it under the fame authority (that of Air. 

Foftcr, the Speaker o f  the Iriih Houfe of Comm ons, to 

which I am forry fo often to advert,) that the linen trade 

would be injured, and that there will be no fecurity for its 

retaining its prefent advantages. I have already ftated, and 

with that very authority (M r. Fofter) i n  m y  f a v o u r , that 

thofe advantages are at prefent p r e c a r i o u s ,  and that their 

fecurity can only arife from compaft with G rea t Britain. Such 

a compati, this meafure would eftablifh in the moft s o l e m n  

manner: but befides this, the natural policy of this country, 

not merely its experienced liberality, but the i d e n t i t y  of 

i n t e r e s t s  after an Union, would offer a fecurity worth a 

houfand compafis,.

I wifh for the maintenance of connexion between the 

two countries, with a peculiar regard to every thing that 

can give to Ireland its d u e  weight and importance, as a great 

member o f  the Empire. I wifh for it, with a view of g iv 

ing to that country the means of improving all its great na

tural refources, and of giving it a f u l l  participation of all 

thofe bleilings, which this country fo eminently enjoys.”  

u  G od  grant that in this inftance the fame favour o f  D i 

vine Providence, which has in fo many inftances protected 

this Empire, may again interpofe in our favour ; and that 

the attempts o f  the enemy to feparate the two countries,

may



may tend ultimately to knit them more clofely together, to 

itrengthen a Connexion, the bejl pledge for the happinefs of 

both, and fo add to that power which forms the chief barrier 

o f  the civilized worlds againft the dejlruttive principles, the 

dangerous proje&s, and the u n e x a m p l e d  u s u r p a t i o n  

o f  France

cc T h is  connexion has been attacked not only by the 

avowed enemies of both countries, but by internal treafon, 

afling in concert with the defigns of the enemy: internal 

treafon, which engrafted Jacobinifm on thofe difeafes, which 

necejfarily grew out o f the fia tc  and condition o f  Ireland.”  

cc W e  fee the point, in which that enemy thinks us the 

moft aflailable— Are we not then bound in policy and pru

dence to Jlrengthen that vulnerable point, involved as we are 

in a conteft o f  l i b e r t y  againft d e s p o t i s m — of r r o p e r -  

t y  againft p l u n d e r  and r a p i n e — of r e l i g i o n  and o r 

d e r  againft i m p i e t y  and a n a r c h y  ? There was a time, 

when this would have been termed declamation, but thofe 

calamities are attejledby the w o u n d s  of a bleeding w orld”  

u  A  meafure then, which muft communicate to fuch a 

mighty limb o f  the empire as Ireland, all the commercial ad

vantages which Great Britain pofiefles, which will open the 

markets of the one country to the other, which will give 

them both the common ufe o f capital, m u s t ,  by diffufing a 

large portion of wealth into Ireland, confiderably increafe 

the refources, and confequently the Jlrength <5f  the whole 
empire.”

u  But it is not merely in this general view that I think 

the queftion ought to be confidered. W e  ought to look 

to it with a view peculiarly to the permanent intereft and fe- 

curity of Ireland. W hen that country was threatened with 

the double danger of hoftile attacks by enemies without, and 

of treafon within, from what quarter did fhe derive the 

means of her deliverance ?— from the naval force of Great 

Britain, from the voluntary exertions of her military o f every

defcription—
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defcription— not called for by law— and from her pecuniary 

refources, added to the loyalty and energy o f  the inhabitants 

o f  Ireland itfelf: O f  which it is impofiible to fpeak with 

too much praife, and which fhews how well they deferve to 

be called the b r e t h r e n  of B r i t o n s . ”

W h a t ,  then, are the advantages derivable from this mea- 

fure to Ireland ?— u  T h e y  are, fays M r. Pitt, the protection 

which fhe will fecure herfelf in the h o u r  o f  d a n g e r — the 

molt effectual means o f  increafing her c o m m e r c e , and im

proving her a g r i c u l t u r e ; the command of E n g l i s h  

c a p i t a l ; the infufton of E n g l i s h  m a n n e r s , and E n g 

l i s h  I n d u s t r y ,  necelTarily tending to ameliorate her c o n 

d i t i o n ,  to accelerate the progrefs o f  internal c i v i l i z a t i 

o n ,  and to terminate thofe f e u d s  and d i s s e n s i o n s ,  which 

now diftraft the country, and which ihe does not poflefs 

within herfelf the p o w e r  to extinguifh. She would fee the 

avenue to h o n o r s , to d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  and e x a l t e d  s i 

t u a t i o n s , in the general feat o f Empire opened to A L L  

thofe, whofe a b i l i t i e s ,  and t a l e n t s  enable them to 

indulge an honourable and laudable ambition.”

W ith  an anxious w iih , therefore, for the exaltation of 

Ireland, in independence, commerce, and its c iv il  ftate, w e 

conclude by giving it as our deliberate opinion, on the 

grounds before ftated, that if an Union does not take place, 

the nation will be reduced to a moft wretched condition. 

T h e ir  only manufacture of linen will be inevitably loft ; 

their corn trade will be at an end ; and the gentlemen of 

eftates will confequently turn o ff  their tenants, becaufe they 

will not be able to pay their rents. T h e y  will then become 

farmers themfelves to feed their own iheep and cattle; there 

will then be left but a few miferable cottagers to watch thofe 

cattle, and Ireland will foon become a country like that o f the 

favage Tartars. T h e  farmer muft rob, beg, or leave the 
country i the merchant muft become poor and bankrupt, 

and the ihopkeeper muft break and ftarve. Therefore, may 

v  o u  F



our fellow fubjeâs in Ireland be wife, and Hand to this mea- 

fure of an Union one and all— Proteflants and Catholics, 

it is the great charter of your political falvation— you are 

bound to it by the love which you owe your country, your 

religion, and yourfelves : you are bound to it by the laws 

o f  God and nature, and by a l l  your d u t i e s  as men. 

T h e  (launch and approved friends o f  Irijh liberty, fuch as 

Molyneux was, have been friends of this meafure. T h e  

majority o f the moll w i s e  and v i r t u o u s  men of paji ages 

and the prefent day, and the well-known friends of the poor 

o f  Ireland, have been and are the advifers o f  this Union. 

T hofe  alfo, who have the greateft interell at flake in the 

welfare of Ireland, and thofe who have the greateil property 

in land, are decidedly the fupporters o f it. T h e  great ma

jority of the peers, and nearly an equality o f the commons, 

except about half a dozen, may well be called the majority 

o f  the property and o f  the parliament of Ireland : and thefe, 

together with his g r a c i o u s  m a j e s t y ,  the f a t h e r  o f his 

p e o p l e ,  are the friends and advifers o f  this Union. W ith  

fuch authority and fupport as this, and with all the proofs 

■which we have brought forward upon this queftion, we cau

tion you that your farmers may not be forced to beg, r*b, 
or leave the country ; that your manufacturers may not pe- 

rifh\ that your merchants may not become bankrupts ; that 

your Jhopkeepers may not break and Jlarve— we caution you 

as you love your religion and your country, and as your 

wives and children are dear to you, to beware of being made 

tools by fuch men againft an Union, as would for their own 

purpofes dupe and deceive you into ruin. W e  caution alfo 

the cabinet of Great Britain, as they value the fate of Ire

land, not to be deceived by the clamours and complaints of 
thofe men.

( 6o )
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A P P E N D I X .

T A B L E  A .

Eftimate of the lofles fuftained by Europe through the means of
the French Republic.

[T ibe Ioffes of men and the expenfes of the war are not included here ; 

as England alone has fpent many million pounds fier ling. J

L iv re s .  £ .  S ter lin g .

T o t a l  am on n t o f  requiiitions and contribu
tions, as fpecified . . . .  3 ,58 2,267,68 1 143 ,290 ,70 7

L ofs  o f  th e  D u t c h  b y  the  B a n k ru p tc ies  o f
the  G r e a t  N a tion  . . . .  1,920,000,000 76,800,000

U n v a lu e d  prop erty  ; as p late o f  th e  church
es, m ain ten an ce  o f  th e  arm ies, paiaces, 
houfes, n a t ion al dom ains, property  o f  th e  
em igrants in th e  conquered countries, 
fortifications, ceded territories, th e ir  r e 
gular  revenues, & c .  & c .  - -  -  20,000,c o o ,c o o  800,000,000

E n orm ou s am oun t o f  afTignats, m an dats,
See. poured out am ongft  m a n k in d ,  v
w h e r e b y  millions o f  credulous people  
were deceived.— F ifty  milliards o f  a llig-  

%n a t s ;  w h e re o f  (including w h a t  was lo ll  
b y  foreigners in th e  public funds on e-
third  m ay  be ta k e n  in calculation -  -  16,666,666.666 666,666,667

A  great  n u m b er  o f  large an d  fm all  A m e 
rican velTels, ta k e n  w ithout a d eclarati
on o f  w a r ,  b y  piracy, w h ic h  am oun t in 
nu m b er  to more than one th ou fan d  ; and 
v a lu in g  each w ith  its ca igo  at  o n ly  one
.h ou fan d  pounds, the  am ount is -  - 25,000,000, i , 000,000

A  n u m ber o f  vefl'els ta k e n  from  t h e  other
neutral powers to g e th e r  ? - -  _ 100,000,000 4,000,000

IN. i i .  w e  do n o t  reckon the  loíl'es o f  
G r e a t  Britain  and Ireland in com mercial 
ve iie ls ,  as the  F ie n c h  have lo l l  more

 ̂than their am oiln t in (hips o f  war, -_____________________ „   .
1  o tal  lofs o f  E urope in m on ey, goods, and

teriItori’ * ...................................................42,293,934,347 r ,  6 9 1 ,757,374

* ^  ^ °  ^ E — A  nêtv forced Loan  o f  600,000 Piaftres w as le
vied by the nett, government: w hich  is aUouc three m illions o f  L iv re s ,  or 
I 2 5 ,o c o 1 .  iterling.

 ̂ Should a n y  one find this calculation over-rated, he will pleafe to  confi
ner th at  all th e  countries conquered by the French nation were the moft 
rich, populous, indufhious, and fru itfu l parts o f  the  C o n tin e n t,  and th a t  
this turbulent R ep u b lic  has ar. p re ftn t  n early  a third part of E urope under 
ner command. She has fo rounded and fortified herfelf, t h a t  ihe is ena* 
W ta  to k eep  all nations in a ftate o f  perpetual agitation.
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General Trade o f Scotland.

Year. Imports. 

£■ *■ d.

Exports. 

£ .  *• d.

1697 91,302 16 10 73>203 6 0

1699 86,309 19 i 66,303 15 8

1701 73,988 18 11 56,802 2 2

1702 71,428 18 11 58,688 2 2

1703 76,448 8 3 57 .33® IS 5

1704 54>379 16 8 87 .53*5 9 8

17 °5 57,902 12 0 50,°3 5 *3 2

1 706' 5 °>3°9 0 10 60,313 3 7

1707 <5,733 i 8 47>779 0 i

Thus then (lands the accoitat of the laft memorable year :

Imports, - - 6>733 1 ®
Exports, - - 47>779 °  °

£. 54,512 i 9

Whereas now the fingle town of Paiiley, fends to Leipfic 
fair, about nearly eight times that amount ; and the trade of 
Scotland, as before ftated, produced in 1796, above fifty times 
that amount. Such is Union ! But let men examine alfo, where
to is the trade of Ireland ; is it not almoft folely to Great Bri
tain ? And whereto is the trade of Scotland, at this moment ?
------T o  all the univerfe. Union has prefented her with the key
of Britiih Commerce, and opened for her the harbours of the 
globe. So will union of interefts, capital, and (kill, operate in 

favour of Ireland.

A n
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T A B L E  C.

An account o f the Commerce w ith thofe places whereto Scot

land has traded, during one year, at various periods,  fince

the Union.

Places. Tear.

Denmark & Norway 1765
Sweden 1 792
Ruiîïa 1796
Poland 1784
Prufiia 1795
Germany 1796
Holland ‘ 744
Flanders 1782
France 1772

Portugal 1 796
Madeira I 7 9 I
Spain *774
Canaries 1766
Minorca 1770
Majorca 1778
Gibraltar *795
Italy * 7 9 *
Ireland 1790
I île o f Man *795
Alderney 1772
Jerfey 1782
Greenland 1787
New England 1765
New York *796
Penfylvania 17 7 *
Maryland & Virginia 1771
North & S. Carolina 1789
Georgia 1780

Imports. Exports. Total.

£  34.204 £ 4 7.50 2 £ 8 1 ,7 0 6
49,063 5,261 54.324

465,243. 43,611 508,854

57,739 2,294 60,033
69,617 3,808 73,425
89,703 80,225 169,928

1 10,015 421,617 531,632
92,300 ^5.559 •57,859

3>3*3 472,175 475,488

59.934 5 »5°7 65,441
2,875 *4,474 1 7,349

10,785 67,478 78,263
2,620 437 3.057

648
2,059 j

■ i 2,7°7

43 5.398 5 >3 8 i
*9»777 *5.095 34,772

37°,449 328,230 698,689
1,044 6,228 7.332
------- 20
1,230 ------- 1,230
— — ------ 34,520

29>754 17,404 47,158
21,059 171,502 192.561
20,048 18,725 3 8>773

548,528 303.400 851,928

43 »°7 * s 4*,667 84,738
28,092 -------

Newfoundland



Places./ Tear.

Newfoundland 1793
Canada 1794
Nova Scotia 1797

Iiland of St. John’s 1770

Bermudas 1783

Bahamas 1795

Turk’s lfland I 769

Florida 1779
Honduras Bay 1774

Antigua 1770

Barbadoes I 7 9 I
Dominica

• 1793
Grenada 1792

Jamaica 1794
Montferrat 1764

Nevis 1793

St. Kitt’s 1780

St. Vincent 1792

Tortola 1782

Tobago 1796

St. Lucia 1782

St. Cruze 1775
Guadaloupe^ 1763
Cuba 1779
St. Euftatia 1781

Martinico 1794
Hifpaniola 1779
St. Martin 1790

St. Thomas 1792

Curaffoa Sz Demerara 
America, in general

1792
1760

Africa 1766

Trinidada 1796

Imports. Exports. Total.

i >352 23,262 24,614

2,240 35*493 37*733

*>457 126,136 127,593

1,208 562 1,770

3,861 9,089 12,950

20,005 16,959 36>964

812 ■----- - ——

.------ 104,219 ------

*9,444 I08 29,552

65,660 8,141 73,801

64>434 22,015 86,449

3*8*7 6,112 9 ,9 29

1 11,518 120,372 234,890

86,034 CO O •4* To 00 39°>3 17

8,344

00CO 10,144

17,610 — ■

45>°49 99,030 144,079

38,206 5,989 44.'95

32>°97 24,098 5 6. ‘95

35>2 1 1 7.895 43>ie 6
16,606 54 .77» 7 i»384

i 9>847 ------ ------

9 >9 24 3. Ï 90 13»1 J4

29,896 ---- - ------

22,221 ----- - ------

18,039 8,745 26,784

7.448 ------ ■-------

1>3I5 ------ ------

17,651 ------ —
10,318 ------ *—

475»704 35°>54° 815,244
------ 4,088 ------

i 7>259 8,685 25*944

Let Ireland examine well this detail of Commercial intercourfe. 
Let the aggregate amount of this Commerce, during one year at

each



í 65 )

«ach place, be duly confidered. Thefe are proofs which bring 

home convi&ion upon fafls, and difplay through the incontrover

tible evidence of figures, what have been the refults of Union 

to Scotland. Since, therefore, fuch are the confequences to a 
country, without thofe natural capabilities from local advantages, 

or from animal, mineral, and vegetable refources ; what has not 
Ireland folid reafon to expeét, being fo eminently diftinguiihed 

with fuch extraordinary fuperiorities, i f  once enjoying an equality 
of civil and political capacities ? Madnefs, indeed, and not fim- 

ple prejudice muft rule the hour— did not fome mental contagion 
prevail, of which the great philofopher Bacon fpeaks, men could 
notpaufe a moment upon the meafure of an Union. In our con- 

fcience, we think that thofe who oppofe it, are downright ene

mies to Ireland ; they are enemies to its fuffering cottagers, its 

llarving poor, its miferable manufacturers : they are enemies to the 

landholders and the merchant : they are enemies to their torn and 
bleeding country, and to themfelves,— though not intentionally 
to any of thefe. But we do believe them to be eventually, 

and radically, overthrowing the throne and the altars of their 
country.

E Comparative

/ •
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Comparative View of Scotland before and fince the Uniony on 

Shipping, Tradey Revenues, and Populations.

*

(T aken  from M r. Dundas’s Speech, page 20.)

S H IP P IN G . In 1692 8,618 Tons.
179 2 162,284 --------

In Leith 1692 1*702 -------- -
do. 1795 18,468 ------

L I N E N  T R A D E .  1700 1,000,000 Yards
1796 23,000,000 ------

R E V E N U E S . Cuiloms at the Union £. 34,000 
In 1798 284,577

Excife at the Union 33,500
In 1798 851,775

P O P U L A T IO N . In 1755 1,265,000

1 795 I5>34>°°o
In Glafgow, from the years, 1701 to 1710 i4>790

In 1798 77,042

ProgrcJJion
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T A B L E  D.

Progrejfm  o f the Commerce o f Ireland with Great Britain:

during a Century.

T O T A L  A M O U N T .

Tears. £■ s. d.

i 697 475>!75 12 2

1730 826,855 3 9

1763 2,706,352 8 6
1777 3>854>775 5 2

1782 3,415,472 7 6

f̂r
ee1-1 3>4 i 2>553 7 6

1789 4,719,500 9 8
1792 4 >999>599 l9 11

1794 5,230,376 11
1796 5,661,949 16 8

The trade of Ireland has increa fed,

Before Independence, 
or free Trade.

After do.

miniftration.

teen fold. From i 777, which was two years before the date of 
Iriih Independence, to 1784, being a term of feven years, and 
which comes down lower than the date of her independence açd 
Free-Trade, her commerce did not increafe. But, its rapid 
augmentation fince 1784 has arifen from another caufe, totally 
diftindl from her Independence or Free Trade, and which the 
latter would have never procured, more than the former. That 
caufe was the wonderful growing commerce of Britain, fince 
1784, which we ihall fhew hereafter. Ireland has profpered 
with the profperity of Great Britain, and appears bright by a re
flected light— but which fo dazzles the weak-fighted, that they 
miftake its original and true fource. It is not Iriili Independ
ence, however : it is not her Free Trade— make her as free as
ihe came out of chaos, cut afunder every filament of connexion_

Where will then be her millions of Trade? What will ihe then

E  2 find



:

find in her theoretic independence or practical freedom ? Short 
lighted, indeed, are thofe men, who do not diftinguiih the true 
fource of Ireland’s aggrandifement— It is Britifh connexion it 
is Britifh profperity, under whofe beams Ireland has thriven. W e 
may view farther proofs of her profperity under a connexion, 
which no other nation on the Globe could afford her, by the 

progreflive increafe of her Shipping, during the laft century.

In 1698 - 12 0 ,7 2 8  tons

—  1745 - i 81,805 do. the middle fpace.

—  1793 - 678,530 do.

Thus we fee that the increafe in the firil half is about fixty

thoufand tons ; whereas, in the lafl half, it is near 500,000
tons. And here we ihould obferve alfo, that this extraordinary
increafe dates itfelf from the increafe of Britiih Trade fince 1 784.

It appears above, that the tonnage was

In 1698 - 120,728 tons
—  1783 - 413,827 —

—  1793 ’  678,530 —

Confequently the increafe fince 178 3 , approaches nearly, dur-

ing the laft ten years, to the increafe, during the whole preceding 
period of the century. And that this did by no means whatever 
arife from Independence, or the Free Trade of Ireland, we have 
incontrovertibly fhewn before, by proofs drawn from the Linen 
trade of Great Britain with Ireland and other countries, and to 

which we refer.
It appears alfo, from the univerfal trade of Britain, that Ire

land has, fince her Free Trade, kept but a general pace of in
creafe with other countries, and therefore, that ihe has no par
ticular caufe in herfelf for that increafe ; but that it exiils folely 
and altogether, in the unparalleled augmentation of Briti/h com
merce fince that period. We fhall refer, for further proof, to the 
fcale of Britiih commerce, whereby Ireland will perceive, that 
the barometer of Iriih profperity is Britiih profperity.

( 68 )

T A B L E
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T  A  B  L  E  E.

Comparative Sketch o f the Commerce o f  Great Britain , 

during a Century.

In the year 1697.

£■ *■ d.
3,482,586 10 5

3,525,906 8 i i

--------------------------£ .  s. d.
Total 7,008,492 19 4

In the year 1781.
£ .

1 3 , 1 2 2 , 2  j 5

14,681,494 ‘ «

--------------- Total £ .  27,803,729

Thus it appears, that the increafe of Commerce, from before 

the clofe of the lail century, to the year of the commencement of 
the prefent adminiftration, amounted to about, we may fay, 
twenty millions and an half. Now let us fee, what is the Com
merce at this day.

In the year 1798.
£ •

Imports, 25,654,000 
Exports, 33,800,000

----------------Total £ .  59,454,000

Hence, therefore, it is manifeft, beyond the pofiibility of 
doubt or contradiction, that the Commerce of Great Britain has 
increafed, fince the year 1783, to the amount of above twenty- 
one millions and an half : that is, fince the commencement of 
the prefent adminiftration, Englifh commerce has i n c r e a s e d  a 
million more than in the whole preceding period of the century.

The

Imports,

Exports,

Imports,
Exports,



paidfory on account of convoy, by the Merchants, is as follows :

£ .

Imports, 46,963,230 

Exports, 48,000,056

Commerce of 1798, 94,9635286

05s The benefit of this unparalleled Commerce, and the parti

cipation of all its happy effefts upon National Opulence, Agricul

ture, and Manufactures, are now open to Ireland by Union.

j


