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PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER..

Tusspay, Janvary 22, 1799,

THE Speaker and Members having returned after attending
his Excellency the Lord Licutenant, in the Houfe of Peers, a
copy of the Speech was read from the Chair as follows :

“ My Lords and Gentlemen,

“ I have received_his Majefty’s commands to meet you in
Parliament. : : :

¢ I congratulate you on. the happy effe@s which have fol-
lowed the unparallelled archievement of the detachment of his
Majefty’s fleet under the command of Rear Admiral Lord Nelfon
—on the total defeat of the French fquadron off the coafts of
this kingdom, by that under the command of Sir J. B. Warren—
and on the brilliant and important conqueft of Minorca. Thofe
events, while they afford to us in common with every other de-
feription of his Majelty’s fubjeéts, matter of juft pride and fatise
faction, muft at the fame time give confidence to other powers,
and fhew to all Europe the beneficial effets of q fyftem of vigour
and cxertion, directed with manly perfeverance againft the deffruc-
tive projeéts of the common enemy. y

“ I feel much concern in being obliged to acquaint you that a
fpirit of difaffection ftill prevails in feveral parts of this kingdom,
and that the ﬁc;el: agents of the enemy are a&ive in raifing an
expeation of frefh afliftance from France.

“ In this fituation and under the evident neceflity of hcon;.inu-
ing the war with vigour, his Majety firmly relies upon that fpirit
=id tﬁé“mmity wgh(;ch have hi‘tlhm?t‘g marked all your exertions
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2 PARLIAMENTA RY

in fupport of the honour of his Crown, of the intercft of this
kingdom, and of the general caufe of the Empire.

« Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

¢« T have ordered the public accounts and eftimates to be laid
before you—and as I am confident your wifdom will raife the
fupplies which may be neceffary in the manner leaft burthenfome
to the fubjeét, fo you may depend upon my attention to their pru-
dent and economical application.

« It is with great (atisfaétion 1 obferve, that notwithftanding
our internal calamities, this kingdom blended as its interefts are
in the general profperity of the Empire, has participated in the
effc&ts of the encreafing wealth and commerce of Great Britain,
and that our revenues and trade have encreafed.

« My Lords and Gentlemen,

« Tt is my duty to recommend to your attention the various
objeéts of internal regulation which have fo long enjoyed the be-
nefit of your protection and fupport. YOWr agriculture, your
manufactures, and particularly the linen manufa&ure, the Protel-
tant eharter fchools, and other charitable inftitutions will require,
and will, I am fore, continue to receive that aid and encourage-
ment which they have uniformly expevienced from the hiberality
of Pailiament. 1 am confident you will feel particular anxicty to
give further attention to the juft and honourable claims of thofe
who have fuffered from their loyalty during the rebellion.

« His Majefty depends upom your perfevering energy to re-
prefs,” by every wife effort, the fpirit of difaffection, which fHll
requires the exercife of extraordinary powers to check its malig-
nant effeéts.  In recurring, where occafion has required it, to acts
of indifpenfable feverity, I have not been inattentive to the fug-
gettions of Mercy, a1id have endeavoured to mitigate the effects
of penal juftice, and the neceflary exertions of the powers of the
State, with as much forbearance and lenity as could be confiftent.
with the public fafety.

¢ In the general caufe which engages the Empire, our prof-
peét is highly eficouraging, but in proportiomn 2s a fuccefsful ter-
mination of the war becomes probable, our efforts fhould be re-
doubled in order to fecure it.

« The zeal of his Majefty’s Regular and Militia Forces, the
%allant of the Yeomanry, the honourable co-operation of the

citih Fencibles and Militia, and the adivity, fkilland valour of
his Majefty’s Flects, will, 1 Joubt not, defeat every future effort
of the enemy. But the more I have refle@ed on the fituation
and circamftances of this kingdom, confidering on the one hand
the frength and flability of Great Britain, and on the other

thole divilions which have (haken Ireland to its foundation, the
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more anxions 1 am for fome permanent adjuftment which may ex
tend the advantages enjoyed by our fifter kingdom to every pax
of this ifland.

¢ The unremitting induftry with which our enemies perfevere
in their avowed defign of endeavouring to effeét a Separation of
this kingdom from Great Britaio, mult have engaged your par-
ticular attention; and his Majefty commands me to exprefs his
anxious hope that this confideration, joined to the fentiment of
mutual affeGtion and common intereft, may dilpofe the Parliaments
in both kingdoms to provide the moft effeétual means of main-
taining and improving a eennexion, effential to their common: fe-
curity, and of confolidating, as far as poffible, into one firm and
latting fabrick, the ftrength, the power, and the refources of the
Britith Empire.”

New Writs were ordered to iffue for Ardee, Mullingar, and
Callan, in the room of Mr. Ruxton, Colonel Doyle, and Charles
Kendal Buthe, Efqrs. who have vacated their feats.

Mr. G. Ponsoney rofe, and ftated that perfons, aliens and
ftrangers to the Legiflature, were, according te his information,
at that moment ufurping featsin that Houfe : and he held it to be
the duty of the Houfe to make folemn enquiry inte the fa&.—
The Noble Lord who held an high official fitvation as oftenfible
Minifter, and had formerly rep,reEnted the County of Down in
Parliament, fell in his opinion under this defcription. In order
to enable the Houle to form a judgment on the fat, he defired
that the two Place Afs and a report of lait Seffion fhould be
read.

[The A&s of the 33dand 38th of the King were then read.]

By the firft of thefe Ads it is provided ¢ that every Member
of the Houfe of Commons accepting from the Crown a place of
profit during pleafure, fhall vacate his feat.”

By the fecond, it is enalted ¢ that Members accepting places
of profit from the Lord ‘Licutenant or other Chief Governor
thall vacate their feats,”

The Report of the Committee of the laft Seffion, as to the
queftion whether Lord Caftlereagh had vacated his feat by ac- -
cepting the Office. of Chief Secretary to the Lord Licutenant
was alfo read. It ftated * that the office was one of confiderable
profit, and conferred by the verbal nomination of the Lord Licu-
tenant.—It farther flated, ¢ that the Office, when given to any
Englilh Member, had never been confidered as a vacation of his
feat, and that no information on the fubject was to be found in
the Irifh Journals.”

[On this Report, it was declared by a Refolution of the Houfe,
that Lord Caftlereagh, having accepted the place of Chicf Se-
eretary to Lord Camden, had not vacated.—This was be.fore the
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$affing of the fecond Place Bill A@, which was brought in te
remedy this omiffion. ] |

Mr, Gi Ponsonsy then ftated to the Houfe, that Lord
Caftlereagh was now Secretary to Lord Cornwallis, who did not
arrive in this country until the zoth of June; that the laft Place
A& had been paffed the 4th of that month, and clearly operated
on the re-acceptance of the fituation under Lord Cornwallis,
which he (Mr. Ponfonby) contended muft have taken place; as
the tenure of the Office expired with the departure of Lord
Camden.—He therefore moved, ¢ That Robert Vifcount Caitle-
reagh, having accepted the Office of Chief Secretary to his Ex-
cellency Lord Cornwallis, his feat in that Houfe was therefore

vacated.”
He was feconded by Mr. BARrRINGTON.
Mr. O’Doxxer fupported the motion.

The Atrorxty GrneraL argued, that Lord Caftlereagh
had not at any time fince his acceptance of the Office of Chief
Secretary refigned that fituation, or been appointed anew; the
Lord Lieuteuant was indeed changed, but as the fucceffor had not
made any change in the fecondary offices, the perfons holding
them ftill continued in poffeffion, and would fo continue until he
fhould determine to dilmifs them ; it was impoffible therefore that
Lord Caftlereagh could come within the operation of an A&
made fubfequent to his acceptance of the Office, and after a fo-
lemn refolution of the Legiflature paffed confirming him in his
feat under the terms of the firft law on the {ubject.

Several members {poke on each fide of this queftion, which oc-
cupied the Houfe fome hours. At length Mr. Ponfonby, rather
than delay any longer the main bufinefls of the night, withdrew
his motion, on leave obtained.

Lord Tyrone.—I rife to move an Addrefs of Thanks to his
Majefty for the molit gracious {peech we have this day heard deli-
. vered from the throne, I confefs, Sir, there never was a period
in the annals of this or any other country, where firmnefs, deli-
beration and dignity were more requifite than upon the prefent
awful occafion—Parliament muft not be intimidated by menaces,
or deterred by clamour, although it ought to liften with attention
and deference to the wifhes of the people whofe legitimate organ
it is.  The Addrefs which I fhall have the honour to propofe,
will, I hope, meet your approbation and pafs unanimoufly. It
does not pledge the Houfe in its decifion upon that great and im-
portant quition which now fo much occupies asd interefts the
public mind.  As to the meafure of a Legiflative Union between
Great Pritain and Ireland, T at prefent can give no opinton, it
would be to prcjudge and anticipate that which 1s of fo much
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weight, nor can I fairly decide upon it until it fhall come regu-
larly in fdetail and difcuffion before the Houfe ;3 but to refiflt the
full and free confideration of a queftion which comes recommends
ed to your attention by our gracious and auguit Sovereign, and
upon which the fentiments of commercial parts of the kingdom
are fo divided, would be difrelpectful, impolitic and rath. T truft
this Houfe and the Nation at large are unanimous in an abhor-

rence and deteftation of any connexion with France 3 I truft this |

Houfe and the Nation at large are agreed to ftand or fall with
Great Britain—fhe in the hour of our diftrels generoully affifted
us ; and let it never be forgotten, that when an unprovoked and
formidable Rebellion raged in this country, her. Army, -her
Militia, the conftitutional guardians of the Englith Nation, vo-
lunteered its fervices in the defence of Ireland, and that her Flect,
under the command of the brave and gallant Warren, refcued
this country from the infult of invafion, by a degifive victory over
that implacable and perfevering enemy, who only looks to our
deftrution, in our feparation from Great Britain, 1 again repeat
I do mot confider myfelf as pledged to the {fupport of the meafure
of an Union by moving the Addrefs; let that queftion of policy
ftand upon its own merits; let it be adopted or rejected as the
intereits of Ireland and the profperity of the Empire fhall ditate.
If upon inveftigation it be found conducive to the advantage and
ftrengthening of both, no clamour, no violence, fhall {werve me
from the honourable line of my duty. I beg leave to fay, I mean
to move to-night a Call of the Houfe previoufly to entering into
the confideration of afubje& of f{uch magnitude, that there may
be'due time for deliberation, that no Member may be taken by
furprife, and that the decifion of each may (be the refult of con-
viction,

Col. FitzceraLp.—Member for co. Cork, feconded the ad-
drefs, exprefling a zealous defire that any ftep likely to cement and
. ftrengthen the connexion, between the two countries fhould be
adopted.

Sir J. ParNELL.~=As the {peech does not avow the meafure of
Legiflative Union between Great Britain and Ireland, nor recom-
mend it direétly to the confideration of the Houfe, it would be
unneceffary in thisftage of the bufinefs to difcufs that queftion,
but the mealure having been publicly avowed and introduced by a
fide-wind into the fpeech, I fhall oppofe it in limine as being a
queftion fimple in its nature and on which no further informatipn
is neceflary, than to fhew that we are called on to put an end to
the exiftence of an Irifh Parliament.

By this meafure we are to determine on the permanent and ef-
fential interefts of this country for ever.

It 1s material to confider whether thefe interefts are, as I ftate
s$hem to be, permanent and effential ; if they are fo, ne temporary

L
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inconvenience under which the flate labours, much lefs thould
any momentary perfonal confideration be put ih competition with
our moft valuable and deareft rights.

How are thele interefts affected, and on what are we called on
to decide ? On our conititution, our trade, our property,andon what
is of ftill more confequence, the feelings of the public cennccted
with a furrender of the Conftitution 3 an affrighted commerce, and
a diminifhed property. This will lay 2 ground for growing difeon-
tent, not promoted by declamation or irritation, 1ot to be tpentcd
as the momentary convulfion of popular feclings, but proted by
fa&s and which if aggravated by experience muit acquire force the
loager it is fupprefled, and produce confequences greater than 1
wifh to venture to ftate, '

Will any one deny that the Conftitution is changed when the
reprefentation of the people of Ireland; founded on the firlt forms
of its Conftitution, ratified by the deliberate coafideration of thie
Parliament of Great Britain, is altered not only by an effential di-
minution of the numbers of the reprefentative body, but by {ub-
jeting them to the control of a greater number of reprefentatives
chofen in Great Britain, whofe local interefts differ from theirs,
and who are engaged on objetts of more general concern, they
can neither know what we may fuffer, nor if they did could they
apply immediate remedies, nor inveftigate the caufes of infuryecti-
ons which require inftant fuppreffion ; or of difaffe&ion, to be
counteratted in that eafe by thofe who a& on the fuggeftion of di-
latory correfpondence and not from knowledge of the habits, the
exertion, or the combination of the confpiracy.

it is faid that a perfon in Yorkfhive might equally complain
of the participation of veprefentation by the member for Middle-
fex. There is an extreme where every individual wiflies to be im-
mediately reprefented, that would lead to an impraéticable excefs
of numbers, but there is a due practical medium, where every part
of the flate may enjoy a reprefentation proportionate to its extent,
its wealth and population,

If the argument was true it would apply equally to Great
Britain and Ireland, in that cafe it would be expedient not to en-
creafe the numbers of the Britilh Commons, but rather to dedn&
nne hundred members from the Britith Parliament ; they according
to the reafoning to which I obje&, would be as weil reprefeated
by one hundred members from Ireland, as by the reprefentation of
cowntits in England, all being common fubjects of the Lmpire.
The confufion of diale&, the clathiag of interefls would aet
derange the political machine, whillt a wife and able Minifter
controuls fuch difcordant principles ; but if hereafter, the feparate
interefts thould be oppefed to each other, the promifed liberties of
Treland would vanifh jointly with thofe of the country to which
it had fent the means of the change of its conftitution.
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Thefe are momeatous eonfiderations this day, where the claims
of the people to their fhare of the government, have caufed the
canvulfion of Europe. Will they now have an oppofite effeét ! will
the power of Parliament make the principles of difcord the
fources of fubmiffion, of tranquillity and of affe¢tion, the only
pretext of the meafure is to tranquillize. The government are too
wife not to know its firlt authority, volentem per populum dare
jura, if they a& contrary to that principle it is from having
been mifinformed, that they have been {o will be proved thus
night as to the opinion of this Houfe and hereafter as to the
opinion of the people.

We {uffer in relinquifhing a conftitution ratified by Great Bui-
tain. . 5 ;

The next confideration is our trade—trade is of a délicate na-
ture ; if diverted from its channels, it may wander into other coun-

 tries or ceafe. The trade loft to Dublin does not neceflarily feck
the ports of Waterford and Cork, it may find an afylum in Li-
verpool, or probably find no home. The importing merchants
of Dublin are the factors for the exports of our linens, they fup-
pl‘.ya the trade with capital and difcount, they extend it by their
eftablifhed credits and by their extenfive foreign connexions.
The dimioution of the population which attends the local fitua-
tion of political power, the conflitutional banifhment of its Lords
and Commons to be renewed every eight years (who if prudent,
will become Englifh fettlers, if diffipated, bankrupts) will leffen the
imports of all the articles of Luxury, aud the confumption of all
the manufaGure of artizans and of the articles fold by retail.
"The malady of the head will affe¢t all the component parts of the
fyftem. :

The counties in the vicinity of the metropolis will experience a
decline of price commenfurate with a decreafed confumption. As
the price of land has doubled in 20 years it may return to its firlt
value, is this a fource of comtent and gratitude ? I {hall be grati-
fied if I am a falfe prophet, I would wifh- that my judgment
might be impeached if my country benefits, but I dare not
ventare to rifque experiment which if it is not fuccelsful muft be
ruinous,

I have flated the moft obvious difadvantages ; great as they
feem, they mult be fubmitted to, if compenfated by proved and
beneficial confequences to the Empire, :

The firft, and obvious argument is that a meafure which has
been beneficial to Scotland will equally benefit Ireland,—Jreland
does not. ftand in the fame relative pofition this day, as England
did in yelpe@ ta that country at the time of the Union. The
wealive was then juftified by neceflity. This was fo well under-
flood, shat according to the teftimony of the writer of the beft

ithosity Defoe, it was not unpopular in Seotland whea frft pro-
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peled, it became fo by publications calculated to inflame the
minds of the pedple. ~ Scotland had by an A& of its Parliament,
divelted the family of the fucceflion of the Crown on whom it
had been entailed by the Parliament of Great Britain. g ry
The Englith Parliament had in feturn declared the people of that
country aliens and had interdiéted their trade, there wasno choice
but {ubmiffion or Union. The meafure did not eqmﬂﬂ& the
public feeling as it now does. The fucceflion to the Crown and
not the fhare of the power claimed by the people interelted the
public mind. Ts the example of Scotland, brought to prove that
the Union was an inftant remedy to quell rebellion and difcountes
nance invafion? 'When the French attempted a landing at an inter-
val of time, when paffions might have {ubfided, the writer whom
I have quoted afferts that if the landing had fuicceeded, the
Englith army would not have been fufficient to have controuled
the fpirit of infurrection in that country.  But though a fimilar
neceflity does not exift in Ireland as did-at that time in Scotland,
it 1s afferted that there exifls a neceflity gqually cogent at this day,
to make the adoption of the meafure unavoidable in this country,
viz. the conteft between Catholic and ' Proteftant, and foreign
invafion. Can an aét of Parliament modifying the conflitution,
alter the minds of thofe who propofe te overturn it ? can it flo
the progrefs of invading fleets, or the rafh enterprize of a defpe-
rate army ? Has rebellion, or invafion, or difputed claims ever been
made a fair argument for altering the Britith Conftitution ? would
any one in extreme illnefs take'a remedy before it was proved it
agreed with his conftitution'? I never heard it attempted to be
proved that thofe who with to throw off Britith Connexion, would
adopt a fyftem to place them under its unlimited controul. I
caution the Houfe that we fhall not hazard all that is dear to us
for ever, until the necellity of the meafure and its beneficial con-
fequences are attempted to be proved. Will the Catholic and
Proteftant mind beatisfied by cach party ceafing to have a Parlia-
ment within the'reach of its approbation ? We had better know
our intereft by relinquithing jealoufies whereby we have been
fufferers in the extreme, and avoid by the continuance of them
injuring the interefts of our country.—But the great objeét
which muft fuperfede every other confideration, is conneting the
interefts and adding to the frength of the empire. If I knew
bow to obtaia thofe objeéts, it'is my firlt confideration, but I
Wvould not in feeking them rifk an innovation, which if carried too
far muft be its deftruction, T will yield in loyalty to no one, I
know that the interefts of England and Ireland depend on the
clofeft and moft intimate connexion. But inftead of binding our
affection by law, or providing for our ftrength, by depriving us
of the guardians of our ewn interefts, I would adopt the means
of fupposting Great Britain, which were obvious and practicas
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ble and not fpeculative and liable to fufpicion. Iy order. to
underftand how ‘ the ftrength of Great Britain may be effec-
tually promoted, let us confider what creates the feength of
a ftate; 1ft, the affeétion of the people, 2d, the increafe” of
military ftrength connected with the increafe of wealth the means
of fupplyingit.  Are the people in the metropolis and the pedple
in the country fo enraptured with this meafure, that they are
ready to fhed tears of gratitude for its being offered to them'? ™

1f we are ftated to be too rich and too powerful to be governed,
and when to remedy the inconvenience, we fhall be reduced to a
ftate of lefs power, and fhall enjoy lefs wealth, fhall our ability to
add to ‘the military ftrength of Great Britain be inéreafed 7 It
money fhould be the criterion of Rftrength, and' neceflary to be

" contributed to affit Great Britain, it could be  obtained in a

greater proportion from a people confiding in an“independent
Trifh “Parliament, than when' raifed by another' Legiflature.—1
never propofed any taxes (it -has been my misfortune to be obliged
to propofe extenfive ones) that met with'a negative in this aflem-
bly, the unanimity of Parliament fecurcd theé acquiefcence of
the people.’ : : '

I have ftated the advantagesand the difadvantages conneéted
with the propofed meafure, the propofed advantages are likely to
produce the oppofite effects to thofe which they affect to have in
view ; inftead of leffening, they add to the exifting difcontents—
they do not convince me of the neceflity of {urrendering a Par-
liament under whofe fuperintendance trade, revenue, and property
are acknowledged to have regularly encreafed in a moft rapid
progrefs—a Parliament who have uniformly fupported the Britifh
connexion—who have adopted uniformly its treaties, enacted fimi-
lar mnavigation laws, and seonfirmed its exclufive charters, and
proved in every inftance; that there exifted a {yftem compatible
with the exiftence of an Independent Irith and Britifh Legifiature
exerciling a beneficial fuperintendance on the local intereft of each
country, but conneted in a common interelt to perpetuate the
Britifh Empire, and ¢njoying in common the ineftimable advan-
tages of being under a common parent and fovereign : The Par-
liament of this"Country poffefling fimilar privileges with thofe of
the Britifh: Conftitution, confirmed to them by the juftice of the
Englith Legiflature, has proved itfelf competent to detect and
fupprefs a moft dangerous and extenfive rebellion,

But it'#s alledged, that this Parliament is liable to influence,
and not fit.to be entrufled by the crown or the people; what a
filly eharge ! your conduét thig night, at the fame time that it
defeats an injurious meafure, will confute ‘the reafoning offered in
fupport of it ; by proving your independauce, you prove the falfe-
hood of the calumny which impeaches it.

' C
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It would be unjult if demerit had attached to thofe who come

pofe the Parliament to deftroy what ought to be a perpetual
fabrick, becaufe individuals at any particular time had failed in
their daty : I would rifk every . thing of my own be_.forf.: I
would deftroy what does not belong to me, the rights of pofterity.

It is faid, it is not certain that the Irifh Parligment will al-
ways a& in concert with that of Great Britain in imperial queftions
—Is it certain, that the Englith Parliament will always vote the
fupplies neceffary for its Government, in neither cafe is there any
certainty, but there is a_preflumption which approaches to cer-
tainty, that public bodies will always aét in conformity to their
intercits, when thofe interefls are felf-evident ; 10 fhoit, the evils
complained of may be beft remedied in the cafe of the religious
diftinétions, by recolleCting that we have a common intereft with
them; the affections are to be acquired by good treatment, and
all to be preferved by the efforts of a fteady and wife Govern-
ment.—I have voted againft Catholic claims, not from diflike to
any individual for his religion, but on a pringiple that it was
unwile to change the exifting Government ; rotwithftanding 1
have lived happily among them, and I am fatisfied that if their
paffions had not been worked on, the fpirit of affeion had
prevailed from the jultice and moderation of the Prateftant refident
landlords, which would have proved, that the difcontents founded
on religious prejudice, ought to have {ubfided in Ircland as it has
dome in other countries.

The efforts of the enemy are better to be oppoled by military
force than by fpeculation on our Conftitution, by rclying on thofe
whofeloyalty you have experienced, than by rifquing the effe&s of
alarming their feelings by innovating on the principles of the exifl-
ing Contftitution, It is better to meet the evils which we know,
than rifque others the extent of which we cannot mealure, viz. the
entire furrender of the whole of our interefts, for they are included
in our conftitutional privileges. #

Siv, I muft be anfwerable for my opiniens hereafter, it is a
confolation to me, that I have atted under no influence but that
of my judgment. If we are fortunate enough to preferve the
radical principles of our Conflitution, and to efcape the dangeraus
fituation in which we ftand, let us accompany our exertion with
.the moft cordial expreflion of affeGion, followed up by fubftantial
afliftance to the Englith nation; let us conciliate their affeétion
by imitatipg their virtues ; let us aé as they would do if they
were inour fituation 3 let us adopt 2 fimilarity of fentiment with
that which the baroas ufed when it was propoled to alter the law
of England ; and let s reply to the advifers of the meafure which
s propofed, nolamus Jeges Hibernie muiari,

LS
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Mr. Tro#g~I cannot, Sir, help exprefling the pleafure with
which I concur this day in fentiment with ‘the Right Hon, Gen-
tleman who has jut fat down. And give me leave to fay, that
this queftion will come before the public with a bad and ill-omened
afpe&, when men, who by théir arguments evince themfelves fo
truly . converfant with the teal intereits of Ireland ; men; who
by their conduét have evinced themfelves fo fincerely the friends to
its rights and independence, have now fuddenly and for the firft
time loft the confidence of government. I am happy that I have
this early opportunity of fhewing niy fentiment of the important
queftion which is likely to be brought forward ; I will enter
into no difcuffion of it, until it is brought direély before the
Houfe; witil T have heard by what arguments it can be fup-
ported ; thaty; upon whatever ground the Minifters may choofe to
place it, upon that ground they may be met and combated.—
The noble Lord who moved the Addrefs has faid, that the
- Houle by concurring with him will not be pledged to adopt a
Legiflative Union, it feems to me, that if they fhall vote that Ad-
drels, they will ftand pledged, as far as they can, to favour a Le-
giflative Union, The Addrefs fays, ¢ we will confider of the beft
means of confolidating into one fabric, the power of the two
kingdoms.”” What power are we to confolidate ? the execufive ?
No, that is confolidated for ever. If the words mean any thing
then, they mean that we are favourable to the confolidation of the
Legiflative powers by an incorporating Union ; are we favourable
to this idea ? have we adopted it ? do we not know, thart as the
lefler quantity is loft in the greater, the Legiflative Faculty of
Irdland would by an Union merge eternally in the Legiflative
power of Britain ? before fuch a queftion comes to be debated,
it is incumbent on the Minifter previoufly to thew, by what erime
the Irifh Parliament have deferved to forfeit their conftiturional
right ; by what crime the Nation deferve to forfeit independence.
I fee but two ways in which the Minifter can alledge fuch mifcon-
duct to the Irith Parliament ; either theyhave made fo bad an ufe of
their power bytheir general eondué; as to deferve this aé of attain-
der ; or elfe theyhavé not given a fufficient or a zealous fupport to
the Empire, durinF the prefent unfortunate war. Adminiftration,
who have wfually fuggefted the meafures adopted by Parliament,
will fcarcely impeach it for general mifconduct; and as to the
fupport which two Irifh Parliaments have given to Britain during
the prefent eonteft, that fupport was not zealous only, but una-
nimous ; we have repeatedly declared our determination to ftand
or fall with Greéat Britain ; we have been liberal of our refources ;
we have voted taxes and loans to the utmoft of our power, and
voted them unanimouflly, Great Britain owes gratitude to our
exertions 3 fhe owes refpe@ to our independence ; fhe sught to
know that that independence enabled us to make thofe exevtions.
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But if Great Britain is incapable of gratitude or refpeét to this
country, -never may I be counted among thofe, who fhall be ca-
pable of throwing the liberties of Ireland, at the feet of a Britifh
Minifter ; a Minifter, whofe objet is now to facrifice this coun-
try to new fchemes of defperate finance: he has taked Great
Pritain to. the uttermoft ; laft year the expenditure ; this. year
the income of every Britith individual is at his merey ; he can go
no farther 3 next year therefore he withes to find his refources 1n
Ireland ; and becaufe he thinks the Irith Parliament are too {par-
ing of the money of the people, he wifhes to deftroy our Legifla-
ture, that this country may be hereafter for ever taxed, by a ma-
jority of Britifh reprefentatives, who in taxing us, will not tax
themfelves, but will be ready to violate, with-regard to us every
couttitutional principle, according to the fuggeftions of a Britifh
Minifter.

Lord CastrereacH felt himfelf called npon to fay, that al-
though there was not in the addrefs any fpecific pledge to a mea-
fute of Union, although it was clearly implied in the wifh to
firengthen the refources of the, Empire, he had no difficulty in
faying that he thought ‘the only ‘means of fettling this unhappy
country in permanent tranquillity and connexion with Britain in-
corporate, were to be found in'a Legiflative Union ; and on this
fubject he did intend at an early day to fubmit a fpecific motion to
the Houfe.

Mr. G. Ponsoxsy entered now on a very able and cloquent
attack and expofure of the general principle of an Union. He
faid the open avowal of the noble Lord faved him the trouble of
proving that the words of the Addrefs conld mean nothing lefs
than that the Honfe would entertain and difcufs the idea of anni-
bilating the Irifh Parliament and the Conflitution of the coun-
try. He boldly avowed the principle, that neither the Legifla-
ture, nor any power on earth had a right or authority to do this
—The Crown or the Peers evidently had no fuch power, and the
Reprefentatives of the People were appointed to make laws only
—they were not vefted with permanent and unlimited authority,
and therefore could not pronounce definitively on the rights of the
people.  The depofition of James 2d, the bill of rights, which
declared the depofition or abdication of that Monarch was for
violating the original compa& with the people, proved this doc-
trine.  Parliament might indeed go great lengths with the confent
of the people—but even with that, he would hefitate to fay, whe-
ther they could deprive their pofterity for ever of their right to
the benetits of the Conftitution, to civilliberty. Haviag painted
in glowing colours the infamy of furrendering liberty and ndepen-
denc¢e for -any-confideration, he proceeded to confider how the
meafure would affect the wealth of the country. ¢ You are to
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row rich faid he’~— why ?—Becaufe you are to have 100 Repre-
ﬁmtativcs among 558 Britith, by whom you are to be governed
—and.thefe will conftantly tend, not to encreafe (:.he trade and
wealth of Britain, but to make yow the wealthieft kingdomuin
the world! There was a time when Great Britain had che ma-
nagement of ~your concerns ; previous to 1779, for inftance,
what was your fitiiation 2 'What was the effe¢t of their care then ?
Before the reign of James 1ft; fo far from being their peculiar
favourites, you had not the common benefits of Englilh law-—
you were aliens and out-laws. After the calamities you fuffered
under Charles I. and at the reftoration, the property of the coun-
try fell principally inta Englith hands—yet, even then, when you
were of the flefh and blood of Englithmen, your ‘trade, which
was, from a varicty‘of circum{tances, naturally limited, was itill
further reftricted by the monopoly. of Great Britain, -and the im-
port of your cattle, the only article of your expowt, was prohibit-
ed by the Britith Parliament, and though the King and Duke of
Ormond both endeavoured to prevent that vote as ruinous,.though
Charles himfelf perfonally applied to the Pecrs to diffuade them
from it, they paffed their favourite predicting meafure of Iriflu
Commerce, Mr. Ponfonby weat on to fthew the malevolence of
Great Britain againft Irith prolperity, by their application to
King William to fupprels the weollen manufacture, and by the
fubfequent reltrictive meafurcs with which they fhackled Irifh ma-
nufa@ure and commerce down,te 1778, when by the virtucus
and bold efforts of -this cotmtry they extorted fome commercial
benefits which then were fuppofed to be of fome importance, but
which afterwards turned out to:be fuch as the country could not
avail itfelf of, and evea if it could, would not have added 50zol.
per annum to its wealth., Thefe continued oppreflions and irri-
tations made the gentlemenvof Ireland at laft declare, that Irve-
land muft be righted ; and'to enforce the demand, they withlield
the fupplies, until juftice was done. Wasit wife or jult, then, in
a Parliament to furrender that power into the hands of a country
which for feven eenturies hud kept this kingdom ftarving, and de-
 prived the country of all that advantage which God had given it ?
That the Legiflature with allits defects, was equal to the govern-
ment of the conntry, he proved by the fact ftated in the Speech.
That the profperity of the country had greatly encreafed, and
that the e¢ountry would not gain ftrength by the disfranchifement
of the Lgiﬁa'fnrt, he fhewed by referring to its former fituation
when “the Irifh Parliament was {ubordinate to that of England.—
To any meafure which could tend to add legiflative ftrength to
the Britifh empire he would agree willingly—but to that meafare
whith degraded this country, and by doing fo weakened inftead of
idmﬁrcngth to the imperial force, fo Jong as he remained 2
tﬂ!_ mal ereature he would never girc his concurrence. 1he M.
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nifter had told them they ought to difcufs this meafure with cool-
nels, but when the Minifter himfelf would not leave men to the
free exercife of their underftanding, but turned out of office the
belt and oldeft fervants of the Crown, becaufe they would not
proftitute their confcience ; when the terrors of difmiffal were thus
held out to deter men, holding office, from a fair exercife of their
private judgment, how could he talk of ceol difeuffion ? He con-
cluded by moving an amendment, which would give every gen-
tleman who did not wifh to pledge himfelf to a furrender of the
rights of the country, an opportunity ef fpeaking his fenfe.
The amendment was, that after the paflage which declares the
willingnefs of the Houfe to enter on a confideration of what mea-
fures may beft tend to confirm the common ftrength of the em<
pire, fhould be inferted, ¢ maintaining, however, the undoubted
birth-right of the people of Ireland to have a refident and inde-
pendent Legiflature, {uch asit was recognized.by the Britifh Le-
giflature in 1782, and was finally fettled at' the adjuftment of all
differences between the two countries.””

Sir L. Parsoxs feconded the amendment,

Rt. Hon. T. Coworry oppofed it for the fame reafon
which he urged againft the Counflitution of 1782, namely, that
that Conftitution \could not work—two independent Legiflatures
in one empire being as abfurd and monftrous as two heads on one
pair of fhoulders, He gave a fhort hiftory of the country from
1782 to the prefent time, and fhewed, that many of the evils we
have experienced fince arofe from the independence of the Legif .
lature—and particularly the faét that there were 116 placemen
and penfioners at one time in the Houfe of Commons ﬁI:lce that
period. What was fuch independenee worth ? '

Mr. Freperick Faukiver.—After the able fpeech, I have heard
from my hon. and learned friend upon the floor (Mr, G. Ponfon-
by’ it muft appear as prefumption in me to intrude myfelf long
upon the attention of this Houfe ; but as on this importaut fubjet
I think every Gentleman ought to deliver his fentiments, I muit
entreat your attention for a few moments. I hope every gentle-
man whe knows me will do me the juftice to think Iam fin cerely
attached to my King and Conflitution. But really I do not
think his Excellency the Lord Licutenant’s conduét fince he has
had the Adminiftration of this Country deferves my praife. To
my Lord " Camden we are indebted for our prefervation, in the
glorious Yeomanry inftitution. The horrid and unnatural rebel-
lion was put down before that Nobleman left this Country ; ang
had he remained herc a little longer, it had been completely ex-
tinguithed, and the Yeomanry upheld in that degree their fervices
fo highly merited. As to the attempt to invade this country by



'D.’EBATES.. 13

a defperate banditti from France, évery one who hears me knows
the length of time they were fuffered to wander through this
country ; ‘and I may a-ﬂ'crt ity if it was not for the unparalleled
gallantry of one- regiment who ftopped their career, that the
French bandiiti would bave réached. this capital, while his E xcel-
lency’s immenfearmy had never feen them.~Ourutmoft praife is
dueto the Englith[Militia, who fo nobly volunteered their fervices
when they did fuppofe we ftoodin need of their affiftance ; but
fufpicion is created that the force you have received from Eng-
land was to carry the Minifter’s detefted meafure—a Legiflative
Union ; a meafure at once facrificing into his. hands our Inde-
pendence, our Rights, and our Liberties 1 will call upon the
noble Lord to declare whether the meafure of a Le iflative Union
is ot in contemplation to be brought forward, although not
directly mentioned or fet forth in the Speech ; for until that
fubjeét is got rid of, ‘the public mind cannot get quiet. In the
County I have the hornour to reprefent, the property between the
landlord and tenant muft ftand in a very precarious fituation ; it
will be the intereft of the landlord to fay there will be no Union,
and the intereft of the tenant to fay there will be anUnion..
Therefare, decifion muft take place; it muft be evident thag
from 4L to 5l. an acre hangs berween thofe two opinions. I hope
the high feeling and honour of this Houfe, will from this nighg
fcout the mealgure (fo degrading to the Nation) from its walls,

Lord CremeNTS faid he thould fupport the Hon. Member’s
Amendment, and would afk leave to ay a word or two on the
fubje&. His Lordthip hoped that this meafure would be fcouted
by every honeft man, and that the independent Members of that
Houfe, by exprefling theirjuftly indignant fentiments againft it,
would induce the minifter to withdraw {o mifchievous a proje&.
In no fituation, nor under any circumftances could he - think jr
proper to accede to fucha meafure.~—He fhould oppofe it e qually
as the friend of England as of Ireland ; becaufe he thought it
fatally inimical to the connexion and profperity of both countries,
He hoped too it would be ftrenuoufly oppofed by all-the virtue of
the Britifh Senate, as a meafure only calculated enormoufly to
increafe the power of the. Crown, .and influence of the Minifs
ter; and therefore ruinous to the trye profperity of the Empire,

Mr. Fx'rzo;tnzp‘(latc Prime Serjeant). The error commit.
ted by my Right Hon. Friend (alluding to the Attorney Gene-
ral ¢alling him Prime Serjeant) was not at all ucceflary to ¢on-

*
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vince me that he was uninformed of my difmifial from an office.
. in which I had long a&ed with him, and to my condudt, in
which he’has borne[uch ftrong, fuch honourable, and fuch vo-
Juntary teftimony=—1 know him to be fuperior to fuch impoli-
cy—for, as he fupports the meafure, his good fenfc would tell
him that nothing could contribute to defeat its fuccefs, or to
awake the honeft indignation of the independent gentlemen of
Ireland fo effe@ually as fuch an open and avowed war againfy
the frecdom and liberties of Parliament, commenced by the re-
moval of my Right Hen. Friend and ‘'myfelf from fituations,
which I am bold to fay, we held with honor to ourfelves, and
advantage to the public. But it was neceffary to hold us out as
examples to ftop the growing mutiny and infurre&tion of honor
and confcience againft the influence of office—and though my.
Right Hon. Friend and I have fuffered, it muft be a confolation
to us to think that our fuffering  will produce an union of the
honeft pride of thofe we have left ia office, with the indepen~
dence of the country gentlemen of Ireland, to refcue “their
country from that ruin with which it is threatened ; for I cannot
conceive any man arrived at fuch a pitch of political depravity,
as to fupport by his puhlic vote, that which was the fubjeé of
his private execration. The fituation of m Right Hon. Friend
is filled—mine is kept in abeiance, and wil{ not be difpofed of
before the determination of the queftion. I perfe@ly agree with
the Right Hon. Member who {poke. laft but one; (Mr. Co-
nolly the near and refpected conne&ion of thenoble Lord)—
that much independence is not to be expeéted from an Houfe of
Commons, wherein he ftated 116 place-men to be; and yet with'
that Houfe of Commons the Right Hon, Member feems inclin-
ed to vote away the freedom ang independence of Ireland—that
freedom and independence, for which he enrolled himfelf among
she faviours of lreland in 1782—and ‘how does he propofe to
E’eferve themi? By an Union—a tranquillizing Union—an

nion to be voted by 116 place-men, as ftated by the Right
Hon. Member. Conne& the arguments of the Right Houn.
Gentleman with the condué of the government, with which he
is.fo clefely onne&ed, and this inference muft follow :——No
man can hold a place under government who does not vote for:
this meafure. ‘The Britith minifter is too wife-and too magna-
nimous to wifh for an Union on fuch terms.

" If the amendment which my Honourable and Learned Friend:
has propofed, and fupported with fmch sranfcendent abilicy fhall
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not be carried, this, Sir, Iifear is the laft time which I thall
have thé honor to addrefs vou in an Irith Parliament ; for though
the pageant and ceremony of its funeral may take up fome time
and give opportunities for lamentations, yet, if the amendment is
negatived, the charaéter of Parliament will be extinguithed—and
chara&er is a pheenix which dies but once, and from its afhes
there is no refurre®ion. I had fome doubt whether I fhould
avail myfelf of this melancholy opportunity, but upon reflec-
tion, confidering that the queftioninvolves every thing thatfcan be
‘ever dear to a nation, I have refolved to trefpafls upon the Houfe,
and to briefly ftate the principle of the vote which I thall give,
Contrary to the influence of every private affe@®ion, and differ-
ing from thofe with wham I have long afted, and to whom I
would yield my own opinion on any meafure of temporary ef-
fet. 1 adopt the amendment moved by my Honourable Friend,
becaufe my mind is impreffed with this convi®ion—that the ex-
tin&ionof the Legiflature of Ireland would, fooner or later, pro-
duce a convulfion in which the conneftion between Great
Britain and Ireland would be at ftake, and that it would render
this country more than ever fubje& ta the intrigues of France—
and that in this devoted ifland, emafculated of that vigour and
energy with which it ever has, and [ truft it ever will ftand by
Great Britain ; the conteft would take place—with this impreflion
upon my mind, could I, as an honeft man, vote forfuch a meafure ?
and becaufe I could not I fecl the heavy hand of power. Ifa de-
liberative affembly is called upon to'adopt any extraordinary pro-
pofition, the firft enquiry fhould be, whether it was within their
power ¢ The next, if it be, whether it fhould be adopted ? If the
queftion had never been made, I thould have declined the difcuf-
fion of it; but as it has, I muft declare that it is nor, in my
opinion, within the moral competence of Parliament, to de-
ftroy and extinguifh itfelf, and with it the rights and liberties of
thofe who created it. I acknowledge the competence of Parlia-
ment to extend and improve its confiitution; to regulate and
prevent the progrefs of abufes, neceffarily arifing in every infti-
tution ; I acknowledge the competence of the Englith Parlia-
ment to adopt the Union with Scotland ; becaufe the number of
Reprefentatives and Peerage only was increafed ; which, as the
Crown by its prerogative may do, fo may the a& of the Legif-
lature. But after that Union, the Conftitution of England con-
tinued, but the Conftitution of Scotland was difperfed. And of
this opinion muft the great advocate of conftirutional eflablifh-
ments have been. . (Here he ftated the opinion of Mr. Burke
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that -the Houfe of Lords was not competent to diffolvethe
Houfe of Commons ; nor even to diffolve itfelf ; nor .to abdi-
cate, if it would, its proportion in the Lt:fgiﬂa}pre of the King-
doru ; that though a King may abdicate forhis own perfon, he
cannot abdicate for the monarchy, and that by as firong, or by
a ftronger reafon, the Houfe of Commons cannot renounce, its
thare of authority. The conftitution forbids fuch invafion or
furrender.) The conftituent parts of a ftate are obliged to hold
their public faith with each other, and with all thofe who defire
any [erious interefi under their engagements ; {uch a q‘ompa& may,
with refpe@ to Great Britain, be an Union, but with re?:e&_ to
Treland, it will be a Revolution, and a Revolution of a moft
alarming nature. .And here give e leave to obferve, that when
an Union was propofed to Scotland, it was. propofed in plain,
fimple language, and not asa piece of metaphorical architecture.
The Scotch Parliament was elefted with a notice to the peo le,
that {uch a meafure would be fubmitted to their difcuffion. How
different the line adopted on the prefent occafion! But if it is
competent to the Parliaments of both countries to adopt this mea-
fure, ‘will it not be equaily competent to_the imperial Parliament
to refcind. Where, then, is the fecurity fer any ftipulation
which may bemade? While I am on _this head, permit me to
remind the Houfe of the opinion of a greatLawyer, (Sir R.
Raymond) on the Septennial A& ; That it was a fubverfion of
the Conftitution. He was fhortly after appointed Attorney Gene-
ral and Chief Juftice of England, Let metell my young brethren
of the law, thar the fupport of the Conftitution is the road to
honor, and preferment, and though they fhould fail -of them in
that road, they will be fure to find the honor and refpect of the
profeflion, whofe apinion on this great fubjedt, it was thought
prudent toanticipate, and tn endeavour to difparage, by thegrofs-
<ft libel. It was natural to fuppofe that the virtue and learning
of that great body, would come forward to proted their country
againil political invafion, as their gallantry and fpirit prompted
them to lead in arming to prote& her againft domeftic and foreign

encivies ; and therefore the Bar of Ircland was to be traduced
and villified by anticipation. .~ But if you had the power, I.have
no hefitation to fay you would not barter the ineftimable rights of
a free nation, for the greateft commercial advantages. You

would cry with one voice,  Perifh commercg ! but live the li-

berty 2nd confiitut on o’ Ircland 1”  You could have no fecuri'y
for any fuch advantiges ; you could hold it at the will oaly of a

rliament, in which your weight would be ridiculoufly infign -
ficant.  What was the language of a Noble Lord in the Bruifh
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Parliament, in the debate upon the attendance of the $cotch
Judges, in the cafe of Capt. Porteus? The Scotch by confent-
. Ang to be governed by one and the fame Parliament, in whick
they knew we would always have the majority, di ,ine
fubmit every thing to our honor. And Harrington, in his Oceana
expreflly ftates, that if Scotland, when united to England, fends
tewer Reprefentatives to Parliament than England, the former i
enflaved to England. And he therefore preferred a feederal, to
an incorporating Union. What was the language of a great ay-
thority of our own country, upon a memorable accafion ? In-
dependence upon the Parliament of Great Britain, is our free-
- .dom—dependence upon her Crown is our fecurity—feparate Le-~
. giflatures—unity of Executive. Qur connetion is fecured by
an A& of the Legiflature. The King of Eogland muft be the
King of Ireland for ever ;—away, then, with the bugbear ! The
feparation of the countries can neverenfue froma legiflative mea-
fure. The conftitutional negative of the Crown affords ample
fecurity -againft the hoftility of any legiflative meafures. Wil
the meafure propofed, quiet the country, and remove the caufes
of the difcontents? In my opinion, not. It will, on the con-
trary; encreafe the agitation of the one, and aggravate the other.
Will it tranquillize this great metropolis, which, fo lately as the
-Jalt Summer, by its valour and fpirit, preferved this country to
herfelf, and to Great Britain ; while the Government of the coun-
-try lay thuddering in the caftle. Whom then will it gratify ?
- notthe Loyalifts, but the United Irithmen. Ninein ten of the
wen execrate the meafure ; the women are unanimous againft it
- Would to God, that they would emulate the Athenian ladies, and
*_{ubje& the man who fhall vote for it, to the ban of their difplea~
Aure. Will it give you any ftronger claim on Great Britain ? No
—and I am fatisfied that the honor of the Britifh Nation would
reje& fuch an infinuation; Woyld Great Britain, that arms for
- the deliverance of Europe—that fubfidized Pruflia—Sardiniag—
the Emperor—and guarantees his loans—that makes Egypt an
-obje& of his care—will The refufe her prote&ion and affiftance to
Ireland—unlefs purchafed by the furrender of her liberties ?—
Ireland that has been fo ready to pour out her beft blood, and to
.contribute fo far as fhe was able, to the fupport of the common
caufe, Thofe who argue in that way, defame the chara&er of
Great Britain. ~ She knows the value of liberty too, well, to fup-
pofe it can be either fold orpurchafed. The {peech from the
Throue calls aur attention to the growing profperity of the coun-
try, and its encreafing commerce ; and if I could permit myfelf
Aor amoment to adopt the ungenerous motives to which the aid

t
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" and affiftance of Great Britain to this country, are imputed, ¥
fhould think there was fome foundation for Dr. Johnfon’s re=
mark ; talking to an Irifhman on the fubje& of an Union,
« Don’t unite with us,” fays he, ¢ we {hall unite'with you only
“to rob you; we would have robbed the Scotch, if they had any
thing to be robbed of.” But I think too highly of the Britifh
Nation. She has been deceived to think that the Peaple of Ire-
Jand were tired of their Parliament—that their P4rliament was un-
worthy—and that it would prove its unworthinefs, by confenting
to its own extinétion. It is a great misfortune of the prefent day,
that the opinions and jmotives of men are mifreprefented.  To
prevent a poffibility of’ mifconceiving mine, with refpeét to our
" canneftion with Great Britain, I fhall exprefs it in a line and a

half—

Paribus fe legibus ambee,
Invidle gentes eterna in fadera mittant inviéla.

Unawed by terror, unconquered by force, and unfeduced by
eorruption.——If any imperial arrangement remains to be made,
¥ am ready and anxious to adopt it. “If"our conne&ion in peace
- and war is not afcertained, (tho’ I think it is) and that Ireland
fhould have no friend or no enemy, that is nat the friend or enemy
of Great Britain, let it be afcertained ; let eventheratio of our
imperial contribution be fixed ; let every adjuftment be made,
confiftent with the prefervation of the Irith Legiflature ; the ex-
tinction of which would endanger, and not fecure, the liber-
ties of Great Britain, and leave us poor indeed. Thefe are the
opinions which difqualify me for that fituation which 1 have
“ §o long held. If an unalterable refolution to withhold my con-
* fent to any meafure that may extinguifh the legiflature of Ireland
difqualifies me, Tam moft eminently difqualified. It is a dif-
qualification of which I am proud. I enjoy itin common with
ou—with the great body of the landed intereft of lreland which

i fee about me, and with the great body of the learned, enlight-
ened, and uninfluenced profeffion to which I have the honar to

belong.

Mr. Firzcerarp, Knight of Kerrv, oppofed the amend-
ment, becaufe the rebellion having fhaken this country to its
centre,” made fome arrangement neceflary, becaufe it was obvious
the country could not have been faved, and was now preferved
but by force, and that was a ftate in which things could not
Jon ; remain, becaufe principles had got among the people of the

-country which induce them to give their confidence to Parlia-
ment,
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ment only fo far as the Parliament tends to fever the connexion,

“and finally, becaufe if this principle were not checked, it muit
ultimately end in feparation. As to the objeétion to the com-
petency of Parliament to effe& an Union, it could have no force,
unlefs it were faid that the people have always a right to depofe
their Governors on every fuppofed error they may commit, He
attributed much of the exifting mifchief, to the Parliament being
founded on too narrow a bafe, and to the unhappy difference of
veligion which exifted in the country, both thefe circumitances
give a caft of prejudice and bigotry to the Irith Parliament. The
happinefs of the country then demand that they fhould refort to
an higher and more enlightened Legiflature, who would be above
thofe local prejudices, He ridiculed the idea of national pride,
when we were not able to defend ourfelves, and confidered the
Legiflature of this country to be unuble to that objed, being ex-
haufted, and that on that circnmitance hung the hope of thofe
who looked forward to a feparation. With regard to the civil
rights of the people of Ireland being furrendered by an Union,
ke knew of no rights which they had not from the law of
England, and by that law they would continue to be governcd
after an Union as well as before,

Col. Verexer.—I lament exceedingly that any thing fhould
have been iutroduced into the Addrefs, to interrupt that unani-
mity that I fhould always wilh to [ce prevail in this Honfe.
Whenever the name of my fovereign is mentioned loving and re-
vering him as I do, it goes te my heart to be cbliged to object to
auy Addrefs directed to him. But however great my attach-
ment may be to my king, I muit not forget my country,

Sir, it I could be perfuaded that a Legiflative Union with
Great Britain woald infure internal tranquillity to this diltracted
country, if I could be perfvaded that it would prevent foreign
invafion ; or if I could be perfuaded that it would add to our na-
tional wealth, I fhould moft cheerfully agree in the principle of 11,
but fir, when I confider that inflead of fecuring our internal
tranquillity, it would be more likely to create a renewal of the re-
bellion, when I confider that inftead of preventing foreign inva-
fion it would from the difturbance fuch a mealure would occalion
be more likely to invite it ; and when I refleét that fo far fiom en-
viching the nation it would evidently impoverith it, by draining
it of the mewaf principal property in the country, I cannot for a
moment hefitate to give the mealure my moft decided difapproba-
tion. Siryit has been faid that if wereject if this project, England
will leave us to ourfzlvcs, but Sir, I thank God there are loyal men
enough inthis country, (if they are not forced from their allegiance)
to pat'down the turbulent ; and there is little reafon to tear that
England would be fo blind to her own intereit in the event of an
Jayaliony as to allow the French to make any ferious impreffion on
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this country.  Sir, thefe being my fentiments not taken up hcarﬁ{-*
ly, bat the refult of mature, confideration, . I fhall vote foa:ﬁkl
amendment of my Hon. Friend. T F &

Mr. O’Hara faid, the Irifh Parliament had uniforml been
making acquifitions for the country from the time of tﬁljef‘;&ea-h,
nial bill to this day. He denied the right of Parliament to alter
the Conftitution, - The people alfo would deny that ¥ ht, and
they would equally deny -the right of the Britifh Parliament,
though encreafed with a Irifhmen, to legiflate for them. The
Parliament of Ireland he confidered as a peace-maker between the
King and People. Send them to England, and'to whom could
the People then complain? * To the King only or his Minifter,
for in the Britifh Parliament they cannot have confidence. - Of the
connexion between the two countries he thought there was no
danger, fo long as Great Britain preferved her navy exclufively,
nor thould fhe in that cafe entertain any jealoufy of our progrefs
in wealth and commerce. . © 4 :

Mr. Lec would willingly give up national pride, or any fuch
paffion, if the facrifice would fecure tranquillity., But he had
‘well confidered the fubje, and was convinced it could have no
fuch effe@. It was a wicked and-an atrocious attempt, and
could produce only eternal * difcontent and rebellion. Should the
Minifter attempt to force it, language wounld want a name for his
trime, even already fraud and force had been reforted to, fraud
in turning out the old fervantsiof the Crown, becaufe they would
ot viclate their confeienee and force, by introducing a foreign
force to over-awe the people. - But he was convinced an Englifh
foldier would never fight ‘againft the liberty of the Irifh people,
the firelock would fall from his pelfied arm, This meafure could
not tend to tranquillize, for it was exaétly that meafure which the
difaffected wifhed to be adopted. Did the Minifter wifh to divide
the loyal men of Ireland? This was the way to do it. Did he
refort to this meafure, ‘confident of his. fuperior ftrength in his
imported foreigners?  If {o, he would find himfelf miftaken. Ire-
land wou'd ‘not be kept down. . The 260,000 men, whom the
Britilh Minifter had in arms, would not-be “able to effeét it.
When America attempted to fthake off the yoke, France affilted
her—France, with her old government, affifted America at
the other fide the Atlantic. Is not Iveland nearer than America?
Is not the new Government of France more powerful than
her old one? It is in Ireland that Britain is now vulnerable.
Hither, then, fhe fhould dire@ her care. It is apparent there
is fome radical error in the fyftem of Trifh Government., It
fhould be fought for and corre&ed, elfe here the feeds of difcon-
tent would frudify for ever. England herfelf {feemed now to be
approaching to her grand. climaéleric. Once fhe was democratic,
and at that time the Minifler was obliged to look to the landed
interck for fupport, but fince the Revolution, though there were
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wot 116 Placemen and Penfioners in the Britith Houfe of Com-
mons (there are now only 807, yet the Minifter was become lefs
dependent on the country gentlemen, they continued fiuce to be-
come lefs important to the Minifter of the day, and dupes in-
deed would be the landed men of England, if they ever fuffer 100
Irith Members to be introduced into the Britith Commons, for
then indeed the Minifter will be independent of them and of the
country. With his forty-fix’ Scotchmen on one land, his“eorps
of feapoys (for even the Nabobs have rcIrt:fcntativcs in_that virs
tuous Parliament to which you are called on to give up your in-
' terefts), on the other, and his one hundred hardy Hibernians
as a corps of referve, what may not he do, thus fupported? M.
Lee declared it his opinion as a Lawyer, and he ‘itaked his cha-
rafter upon it, that the Legiflature was not competent to the
_change they werce now called on to make. But they might be
made competent, Let the Parliament be diffolved, and a new
one fummoned, phblic notice being given that they are affembled
for the exprefs purpale of confidering this meafure. “Such a Par-
ament would be competent, becaufe they would come commil-
fioned with exprefs authority for  the purpofe. He boafted of
being among the firft who refifted this mealure, and did not wait
to know the terms, its a queftion of prindiple and not of terms.
No terms fhould induce a man to commit murder, no terms fhould
induce a woman to part with her honour, no terms fhould induce
a nation to part with its conftitution, or a people to part with its
liberties, all thofe are incommenfurable with terms, there was a
moral turpitude in the thing it{elf; that no terms could make
admiffible. A nation fhould not ehaffer about the price at which
it fhould fell his liberty. Who would fettle the terms ? Who would
appreciate the value of a.nation’s liberty? Could it be calculated
by arithmetic, or meafured by a gauging-rod > For thefe realons
he gave his decided apprpii’)ation to the amendment.

.Mr. CrooksuaNg.  Sir, I rife to fupport the amendment : —
When I contemplate theawful -magnitude of the queftion now
before you, and refleét on the facred duty impofed on every mem-
ber  of this Houfé, I feel myfclf almoft difcouraged from ob-
truding my {eutiments on this momentous occafion. But, Sir,
I cherifh the {anguine hope, that this Houfe will liften with pa-
tience and indulgence to the fentiments of every individual, how-
ever humble or ‘obfcure, in a difcuffion which involves in it’y
iffue, not/only the exiftence of national independence, but moft
probabl of focial order in this country. Sir, I trult L fhall be
able to Eq{, that fhould this Houfe pronounce the fentence of
it’s own annihilation, it will by that fatal vote, at once violate the
_truft of legiflation, and for ever {acrifice to the avaricious
of a rival kingdom our commercial energyy and national
fperity. Sir, in the difcuffion of this queftion, I fhall beg
Lwc to fubmit two propolitions to your coufideration :—In the
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firlt place, T deny (with the utmoft deference and refpeét) that
this Houfe has any right, or is in anywife whatever, competent
to furrender or transfer by compact or otherwife, without the pre-
vious authority of it’s confiitucuts, that legifiative truft, delegated
by them for a limited period, and fubject to the conditions.afcer-
tained by the condtitution. - -

And in the next place, grauting, but by no means admitting,
it to be competent to this Houfe, to make any fuch furrender, or
transfer of 1’s truft, I hope I fhall be able to prove that the
propofed Unior can be in no way benchicial to th_is couatry ; that
it can peither extend our trade, or augment our capital ; and that
{o far from tendjng to the reftoration of tranquillity, it muft, by
iuflaming the general difcontent, contribute to that moft dreadful
event, a fcparation of the two countries. £

Sir, in difculling the queition of the competence of this Houfe
to annihilate it’s own independeat authority, by the propofed
Union with Great Britain, I truit we {hall be guided by the
great and unalterable principles of reafon, juitice, and good faith,
and not ftoop to a fervile imitatian of narrow and arbitrary prece-
deats, formed by other countrics, Let us by thofe great princi-
ples, cxamiuc the right and competcncy of this Houfe, and fee
how they can be fupported.

Deputed vy the people to exercife the fole power of making
laws, chofen for a limited period prefcribed by the conftitution,
and at the ume of it’s election, no meafure of Union avowed by
Government, or in the contemplation of it’s conftituents, will
any man whe underflands the principles, or has imbibed the {pirit
of the conftitution, fay——that this Houfe, conftituted under fuch
reltrictions of duration and autherity, has a right, or is competent
to furrender or transfer that temporary and qualified truft, by
compact with fovercign power of another kingdom ? Sir, I deny
that the parliamentof an independent ftaie, for which the mem-
bers of that parliament are truftees, has any right whatever, with-
out the permillion of it’s conilituenis exprefsly or impliedly
given for the purpole, to furrender to another country the whole
or any pait of i's legiflative authority,

Sir, [ am awerc that parliament, by the conftitntion, contains
within itfelf, the undoubted right o remedy thofe defects which,
from accident or authority, may have crept into the frame of the
Conttitutien itfe!f 5 but this power is contined to the reformation
and improvemcot of the conititution within itfelf, and does not
extend to the annihilation or transter of any of it’s integral parts
to the fovereign power of another country. This power can never,
upon priucipie or precedent, be contended to belung to the repre-
fentatives of the people, but by exprefs or implied drlegation.
And fo ttrongly (as it has been already well obferved) were the
Britith miniilars, in the reign of queen Anoe, imprefled with
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thisl‘gut conttitutional principle, that in preparing for the Union

of England and Scotland, they felt it neceffary to declare in the
proclamation for convening the Scotch parliament, that they were
called together for the purpofe of atranging and fetiling the treaty
of Union then in contemplation ; reafonably concluding, that the
eleftion of reprefentatives, after fuch an avowal of the intended
project, muft be confidered as permiffion to difculs, and finally
decide upon that queftion.
' But, Sir, canany man pretend to fay, that that the Englith
Minifters of the prefent day, have procceded with the fame con-
ftitutional deference to the public mind? Did they, at the elec-
tion of this parliament, avow, or even hint, this long-premedi-
tated defign againft the libertics of this country ?  Was not this
meafure, till very lately, wrapped in a fraudulent and myitcrious

- fecrefy, in order to furprife a terrified or indolent people into a
fuddea furrender of their independence ?  Sir, there is no colour
for fuppoling any permifion expreffed or impl{cd to difculs this
great queltion, given by our conftituentsy who did not even {nf-
pect, or contemplate fuch a fubje@, as’ intended for the confide-
ration of parliament, at the time they had chofen this Houfe for
the ordinary purpofes of legiflation. Sir, it has been faid, and
I prefume may be faid this night, that the filence of the people in
{everal diltriéts of the kingdom, is a-proof of their acquiclcence
in the parliamentary difcufiion of this'queftion ; to this conftruc-
tion of their tilence, I proteit, as falfe and utterly uwnfounded.
Sir, that filence proceeds either from terror, languid indolence,
or more generally from infidioas policy,  Sir, it 1s the filence of
the republican, who exults in the profpeét of a meafure, tending
to inf{)amc the general difcontenty and thereby promote his fa-
vourite obje&t of leparation, Siv, let us not be deceived by de-
lulive appearances,  Let us guard againfl the iifidious fophiftry
of thofe who would perfuade that the people of Ircland are fo
infenfible to their ingerells, as to remain the approving {petators
of a bafe unequal compact; by which their commercial rights and
interells muft for ever be furrendered to the care and guardianthip
of a people whofe habit is {clifh monopoly, and whofe uniform
difpsfition to this€ountry has been envious emulation and illiberal
jealoufy. ~ Siry T truft there is not in human nature credulity to
{wallow that falthood, that the people of Ireland would choole
fuch benevolent guardians for their vifing commerce, Let me,
Sir. difmifs this part of my argument, by conjuring this Houfe
to obferye the moft inviolable faith with their conftituents, to in-
culcate by their condut and example a refpeét for the principles
of theé conftitution ; without which it will be in vain to enforce
it from the ignoant multitude by the accumulatiou of penal
laws. 8ir, we are the truftees of the people for a limited time ;
Jet us, at the expiration of our truft, render back that confitution



3 PARLIAMENTARY

.

o

improved, if poffible 5 if not, at leatt inviolate. ' Let. us difarme
the calumny of thofe democratic incendiaries, who vgﬂl‘ not fail”
to inflame the people, by reprefenting the condu&':p{ this Houfe ™
as an unwarrantable aflumption of power, in order to igq -
conflitution, of which we were only, the’ depofitaries, =~ " =
Having faid thus much on the firt part of my arg ‘4 4
permit me, with great humility, to lay a few words, on theile
part, Let me, Sir, having fuppofed for argument’s fak t@g{,'w’ '
at queftion,

have the right or are authorized to entertain this
and to enter on the treaty, enquire what will be %ﬁ:‘iniﬁe'diate
and manifelt confequences of it’s adeption. Sir, the evils of
this meafure will be certain and immediate ; itsi alledged advan-
tages, if any, contingent and remote. We are rE&wrcd to fur-
render our national dignity, conftitutional privileges, the natural
and proud right of exerting our own faculties in_the care of our
own.intereits 3 and for what equivalent are' we fo make thofe im-
menfe {acrifices? No immediate advantagq,' no, prefent benefit is
pretended to refult from an union ; but we are amufed with the
delufive pi&ture of its diftant conlequences in our extended com-
merce, angmented capital, tranquillity reflored, focial order im-
proved and fecured. Sir, let mé with great humility caution
this Houfe againft liftening with too crecﬁllops confidence to the
fallacious hopes and fpecious profpe@s of chimerical advantage
held out by a country from which this nation has too often ex-
perienced commercial reftraint and jgralping monopoly, Let us
calmly weigh the reality and ‘fglidity of thofe pretended advan--
tages which we are told muit refult frow an Union, and for which
we are required to refigai for ewer to a rival ftate the abfolute con-
troul of our national concerns. Let us for a moment confider
what is, at prefent, the commercial freedom of Ireland, and whe-
ther it is likely. to beiprofitably extended by the propofed Union
with Great Britaia? Siry Ireland, after many glorious and fuc-
cclsful itruggles, at length extorted from the monopoly of Great
Britain, and now enjoys an unreftrained freedom of commerce to
every patt of the world, (the Ealt Indies and Great Britain ex-
epied. ) ' 7 ,
Sir, as to the Eaft India trade, it will be fufficient to obferve,
that with refpe@ to it, we fland exaétly upon the fame footing
with Great Britain; that branch of commerce being confined
with the exgeption of fome privileges of private trade, fecured
under the Eaft India charter and the 33d of the King) to an"ex-
elufive company, of which the Irifh may become membérs as ea-
fily as.the inhabitants of Great Britain, by the only mode, that -
of purchafing Eaft India ftook. So that with relpett to it, we
have the {fume privileges of private adventure, and the famé oppor-|
tunity of fharing the profits of the company with the Britifh na-
tiop. DBut, Sir, we are told that an' Union will rémovs the pre---
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fent reftraints on the dire& trade to Great Britain, and open the
Britith markets to our rifing manufactures, .

Sir, it can afford no affiltance or protetion to our great ftaple

manufa&ure the linen, beyond what it at prefent enjoys by com-

a& with Eugland. Our linens are preferred in the Britith mars
ict to thofe of the north of Europe; becaufe of their fuperior,
quality, and becaufe we relinquith the woollen trade to England,
as an equivalent for the preference of our linens. But; Sir, let
me afk, does any man entertain the moft diftant idea that in the
other leading branches of manufature, Ireland, without eapital
to fupport or {kill to conduét them, could hope not only to rival
England in them in foreign markets, but even excel herin her own ;
for this is the profpeét gravely held out to Ireland, that fhe may
one day, by fuccefsful emulation, underfell England in her own
markets. Sir, our commerce can never be extended or improved
by an Union, which transfers to the jealous controul of a foreign
power the protection of our commercial rights, and for which in
return no additiohal freedom of trade’is provided, but the bar.
ren and prepofterous privilege of attempting to rival Great Bri-
tain in her great ftaple manufature, and in her own markets.
Still more abfurd and inconfiftent it i to fuppofle, that our
capital could be augmented by an Union.

Sir, the enormous drain of wealth from this country, in con-
fequence of the almoft incalculable encreale of abfentees, muft
exhault the beft refources of the ftate, and to {uppofe that this
lofs could be ever counterbalanced, ‘by the influg of Britifh wealth,
through the channel of, commercial adventure, would be to in-
dulge in a falfe and chimerical liope. Sir, can it be reafonably
expected that the Britifh merchaut cr manufaGurer, quitting the
tranquil and orderly focicty in England, will embark his capital in
a country juft emerging from rebellion, and but teo likely to re-
lapfle into the fame edlamnity, from the encreafed caufes of general
difcontent?  Sir the future flate of this country, inficad of
giving new confidence and furnithing incitement, muft, 1 fear,
finally difcourage, and even bapifh our own. What thenis the
general refult 2 With our foreign trade clogged by Britith con-
troul, our Channel trade wholly impraticable and delufive, our re-
fources drg}"hgﬁ away, and our people difaffeted,—will any mau
fay, that ‘we can hope for the reftoration of tranquillity ! Sir,
with fuch ftubborn elements of difcord, I fear we may expe that
anU ;yj.jv’?th Great Britain, will be the awfql and fatal prelude
to asconvalfive feparation of thefe countries.  Sir, it is but too
obvious; that an Union muft contribute to this dreadful ‘event,

In'th 'plac‘c, by angmenting the number of the difaffe@ed,

it reinforce the confpiracy in the country, now rather
¢d . than fubdued ; and in the next place, by indacing our
pal landholders to refide “in Great Britain, we thall be de-

pri
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prived of the influence, courage and a@ivity, which they exerted
{o Tuccefsfully in oppofing the late rebellion. Thus, Sir, by the
angmentation of the difaffected, and the abfence of the loyal,
fhould rebellion again arife, our defence will be weakened, and
who can anfwer for the confequences that may enfue? '

Let me then, Sir, humbly conjure this Houfe to recollett its
facred trufl, it’s folemn refponfibility ; let me entreat themito
preferve and reflore to their conftituents inviolate, that eoniti-
tution under which we have profpered beyond example, and the
furrender of which, by a fordid uncqual contract, can produce no
benefit whatever, and muft entail evils and misfortunes incalcula-
ble on this country.

Mr. St. G. Davy thought nothing but @ radical arrangement
like this, could heal the diftraltions of this country. He al-
lowed Parliament was incompetent to take away the rights of the
people—but he denied that an Union. violated any right. He
allowed praife to the framers of the Coaftitution of 82—but
contended it was the {eparate exiftence then eftablifhed that made
the meafure now neceflary.

Mr. M‘Nacutex. I confefs I had great hopes from the libe-
ral manner in which the Noble Lord introduced his motion on the
addrefs, as well as from the wording of the addrefs itfelf, that it
would not have met with any oppofition in this Houfe. The Ad-
drefs went no further tham to recommmend to the wifdom of Par-
liament to confider of fome effe@ual means to {lrengthen aud ren-
der permanent the connexion between this country and Britain ;
and furely, Sir, after the late violent and wicked attempt which
we have all witneTed to tear this kingdom from England, no man
can deny that fome fcheme to render the connexion between the
two countries more fecure is abfolutely necefiary, fince an Hon.
Gentleman on the other {ide of the Houle has thonght fit to move
an amendment, as it were, to force an explicit declaration from
the Houfe, of thefpecific meafure it thinks beft to adopt for this
purpofe, I fhould feel that I did not do my duty as a Member of
Parliament if I did not meet the quefiion fairly ; and Sir, I do
not think any man will do his daty this night if he endeavours
cither to dkulk from, or to evade the queftion. Sir, I fecl no
difficulty in declaring it to be my firm opinion, that the only
method to fecure the connexion between the two kingdoms, and
the exiltence of this country as a civilized flate, is a Legiflative
Union. I did not take up this opinion this day or yefterday,
it is the refult of long and {erious reflection ; and Sir, I
eeut the Gentlemen on the other fide will allow every Mem-
ber of this Houfe to form an opinion for himfelf 3 for my part, I
fhall clearly and diftinétly avow mine before their Houfe and the
ceuntry in {pite of all the viglence and clamour of the Hon. Gen-
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tleman. Sir, the honourable Gentlemen have been very liberal
of virulent and abufive epithets when they fpeak of England;
they tell you that fhe is a felfith, 2 monopolifing, and an illiberal
nation ; and they affert that fhe is the rival, not the friend and °
benefadtrefs of Ireland.—Sir, after denying thefe affertions point
blank, and afferting that the condu& of England towards this
kingdom deferves no fugh harfh and ungrateful return,—I fhall
take the queftion upon thefe grounds,—and, Sir, fhall affert without
without the feat of being contradi®ed, that if it is true that
England is that felfith country fhe is defcribed to be, by the
honourable gentlemen, fhe will for that very reafon take efpecial
care of the interefts of Ireland, if it fhall fo happen that Ireland,
by an Union, fhall come to be made part and parcel of Britain.
The interelts of this country and of England will in that cafe be
identified ; and I do fay, that England will have as good reafon
to promote the welfare of the county of Cork, or the county of
Antrim, as fhe will have to promote that of the county of Mid-
dlefex, or the county of Rutland.—Sir, although I have declared
very explicitly my opinion on the meafure of an Union, I have
by no means pledged myfelf to fuppoert it on the terms that ma

pofiibly be offered to this Houfe ; at the fame time I muft declare
that I have, from the liberal policy of the age and the enlightened
wifdom of the Prime Minifter of England, no apprehentfion that

any terms will be offered to us derogatory to the intereft or honoug
of the nation. '

Sir Bovre Rocwue faid, that agreat deal had been fpoken
and written about Union and about fohn Bull, and Sheclagh
and Hibernia,—now for his part he faw no reafon to prevent a
confummation between the parties, as the iffue wonld be a young
Hibernian j—and although Lawyers and Attorneys, and Alder-
men and Butchers, and Chandlers and Black{miths, were talking
and writing upon what they knew nothing about, he was for an
Union, to put an end to uniting between Prefbyterians and Pro-
teftants and Catholics, to overturn the Conflitution.

Hon. Mr. SkegrincTon declared, that no perfon was more
firmly attached to Britifh Connexion than he was, for no man
was more fully imprefled with the reciprocal advantages both
countries derive from their mutual exertions and affe@ions ; but
he reprobated in ftrong terms the idea of transferring or furren-
dering the Legiflative Independence of Ireland to any Power on
carth, and warmly fupported Mr. Ponfonby’s Amendment.

Mr. Frencu faid, that the very able difcuffion which had
taken place, fully convinced him that Parliament was not compe-
tent lqit‘téfcfe on the queflion of an incorporating Union with
Great Britain ;—that whatever commercial or other advantages
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might be derived from fuch a meafure, ke felt that he was not anthe-.
rized to give it his fupport without the exprefs dire€tions of his

Conilitucats,—he therefore fupported the Amendment, and op-
poled the Addreis. &

Colonel B. Maxwert faid he would not have troubled the Houfe
with his fentiments this night, was he not convinced, that from
the fpirit and enthufiafm which pervaded the Houlfe, he would be
precluded from any other opportunity. He trufted that the de-
cifion of the Houfe this night, would for ever put to reft a quel-
tion which, fatally for the peace and tranquillity of Ireland, was
riow brought forward by thofe. who were totally. ignerant of the
fentiments or the real interefts of Ireland. &

He fully concurred with the Honourable ‘and learned Gentle-
man, (Mr. G. Ponfonby) who moved the Amendment, that Par-
liament were totally incompetent to entertain the meafure,—he
therefore gave it his moft unequivocal and decided oppofition in
limine. He found himfelf frongly fortified in this Jo&rine by
the beft writers on civil government,—and quoted a paffage from
Locke, which fully corroborated his ‘affertion. Parliament were
competent to every good purpole ;—but it was abfurd to fuppofe,
they were competent to their own annihilation :—He would fup-
pole for a moment, that a Parliamént could be got bale or corrupt
énough to furrender their Legiflative Funétions to the Executive
Power, will the ftrongeft advocate for the omnipotence of Parlia-
ment fay, that they were competent to do fo. To him it feemed
that the a& they were now called on to do, was an a& very little
inferior in political turpitude;mamely, to furrender their fun&ions
to a foreign Legiflature.«, Expunge from your Journals the glo-
rious Refolution of 17482, ¢ that the King, Lords and Commons
of Ircland were the only power competent to make laws to bind
"Ireland,”—declare this refolution to be a libel on Conflitution,
before you pafs a law, which transfers to the Legiflature of Great
Britain the power of making laws to bind Ireland. To this it
will be anfwered, that Ireland will be reprefented in the Britifh
Parliament :—will any one be weak enough to believe, that were
any differences to arife as to local advantages or local prejudices,
40 or 5o Jrith Members, in an Houfe of Commois confift-
ing of above Goo, will have fufficient weight to proteé the
trade, commeree, or liberties of Ireland ; we may be reprefented
in. the theory of this meafure, but in practice of it, it would
in his mind be infinitely better to make a total furrender of our
Legiflative Rights to the Parliament of Great Britain, than to
have all the inconveniencies of this mock Reprefentation. He
thought this meafure ought equally to be oppofed by Great
“Britain :—he underftood; 1n the detail of this plan, the borough
fyftem was to be preferved ; fo that the county Members only
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would be fent from Ireland, the remaining feats would, he feared,
be filled at the pleafure of the Britifh Minifter ;—befides, the
people of Great Britain fhould be aware, that if Irifhmen could
be fgund bafe enough, to furrender the liberty and independance
of their native country, they would foon become fit ang ready
inftruments in the hands of a defpotic Minifter, to overturn the
liberties of Great Britain.

He then adverted to the arguments made ufe of by an Hon,
Member, (the Kaight of Kerry) in fupport of the meafure, to
which he replied at fome length.  He conjured the Houfeito re.
flek on the importance of their decifion this night. " He had
often heard the Parliament calumniated, an Opportunity ‘now
offered, to refeue themfelves from every obloquy that had been
thrown out againft them. No ftronger argument could be made
ufe of in faveur of the mealure, than they would themfelves
afford, if they negatived the amendment, A Parliament which
could be bafe enough to betray the rights and. libertics of their
country, not only at prefent, but to all future generations, would
deferve anuihilation.—FHe conjured the Houfe, as they valued
their own chara&er, as they valued the liberties of themfclves and
their pofterity, as they valued the Britifh Connexion, to convinee
the Miuifter of Great Britain, that they.were determined, at the
rifque of every thing that was dear to them, to fupport and hand
down unimpaired to their pofterity, the rights, liberties, and
independance of their native land.

Colonel Arcupare faid, I am one of thofe, gentlemen who
did not receive inftrucions from his Conftituents, The loyal
Ele&ors of the county of Fermanagh'have too much confidence in
their Reprefentatives, to thiuk that any thing from that fide of
the Houfe could tempt them to'vote for {o infamous a meafure, or
make them betray the truft “they have repofed in thera, I am
convinced there is fcarcély a man in the Nerth-weft who would
not deprecate the perfon, who'would betray them and vote for an
Union : for my part T will oppole it in every fhape it comet
before me.

- Mr. BarrincTon (jidge of the admiralty) declared he rofe
with the greateft agitation. The exiftence of Ireland was in
queftion, and he felt even the feeble talents with which nature had
bleffed him, fhrink before the colofal magnitude of the fubjeét ;
—he had heard of calm and difpaffionate difcuflion, it was the lan-
- guageof aflaye; he'who could refle@ on thie annihilation of his coun-
- try with apathy or indifference muft be lefs than man or more than
mortal. Whatever capacity, whatever Ipirit, whatever energy God
or ﬂa;%%ﬂ"given him, he confidered himfelf as holding but in
trufl for his Taunfry to be expended for her ufe, whenever her op-
preflionsvor her diftreffes drew for their aflittance.—He loved his

5
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King, he adored the Conttitution, and he now confidered himfelf
as defending both againft the defperate fyftem of an indefinitely
ambitious minifter. The Irifh Parliament had heretofore deliber-
ated on revocable local regulations, or national arrangement, but
now a mighty and an imperial queition opened itfelf for their dif-
cuffion—a project, to fubje&t irrevocably one independant eguntry
to the will of another, and both to the will of a Minifter already
ftronger than the Crown, and more powerful than the People,
—and this great and important ufurpation ftelen into Par-
liament through the fulfome paragraphs of an echoing congratula-
tion—pledging the Houfe to the difcuffion of a principle fub-
" verfive of their liberties and in the hour of ‘convalelcence
calling on it to commit fuicide.—Ireland had not fair play;
her Parliament had not fair play ; the fouleft and moft unconiti-
tutional means he believed had been ufed to- intimidate and to
corrupt it, and either to force or to feduce a fuffrage, when
nothing but general, independant, uninfluenced, opinion could war-
rant for a moment the moft diftant view of fo ruinous a fubjeét.
He had good reafon to believe that corrupt and unconftitutional
means had been ufed by the noble Lord to individuals of the Irith
Parliament (here Mr. Barrington was called to order and his
words defired to be taken down, on which Mr. Planket rofe and
declared the fame opinion, and his determination to ufe ftronger
language ; and recommended the words to be taken down in order
to bring the fubjec forward. This not being perfifted in by the
"Ireafury Bench, Mr.. Barrington continued :)—He repeated that
he had reafon to believe that corrupt and unconflitutional means
had been ufed towards individuals of the Irifh Parliament ; fome of
thofe means were open and avowed : two of the oldeft, moft refpec-
table, and moft beloved officers of the Crown had been difplaced,
becaufe they prefumed to hint an opinion adverfe to the Striplings
di@ates on a {ubje& where their Country was at ftake ; their re-
movals crowned them with glory and the Minifter with contempt.
He afferted that other Gentlemen in office, whofe opinions were
decidedly adverle to the meafure, but whole circumitances could
not bear fimilar facrifices, were dragged to the altar of pollution,
and forced againit their will to vote againit their Country ;—he
* had good reafon to believe that unconititutional interference had
been ufed by the Executive power with the Legiflative body—
one Gentleman refufed the inftruétions of his conttituents and had
been promoted. Pecrages (as was rumoured) were bartered for
the rights of minors, and every effort ufed to deftroy the free
agency of Parliament ; if this was true, it encroached on the Con-
flitution, and if the Esxecutive power overiteptits bounds, the
people are warranted to do the fame on their part, and between
both it may be annihilated, and leave a wondering world in amaze-
ment how the fame people could be wife enough to frame the beit
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Conftitution upon earth and foolifh enough to deftroy it. The
Britith nation feel too well the value of political liberty to coun-
tenance the deftru@ion of it in a fifter country, and nfult well
know, that a Union forced or corrupted, can be neither perma-
nent or advantageous; therefore were the meafure beneficial
inftead of ruinous to Ireland, he fhould objeét to any difcufiion
brought forward under fuch circumftances. Misfortune has broken
the fpirit of Ireland, but fhe is reviving.—She has been ftunned
by her fall, but has ftill power to fee her liberties and {pirit to
defend them ;—the property, the talents, and the ‘integrity of
Ireland are devoted to her caufe—draw tight the bonds between
Great Britain and Ireland—but her Legiflature fhall be facred—
one King and two kingdoms is the cry of her people.

The Britith Minifter has too much wifdom to have prefled this
meafure on Ireland, had he known her temper and fituation ; but
he has been greatly deceived by mifreprefentation from this
Country ;—hot-headed injudicious fpirits have been liftened to,
whilit the fage and honeft reprefentation of the wifeft of Ireland’s
children has been difregarded. 'Thefe were objections to any dif-
cuffion of the fubje&, and much as he refpetted Great Britain,
no idle parade of compliment fhould prevail upon him one moment
to lofe fight of Ireland. He then argued at length on the
in competence of the Irifh Commons to furrender the eflence
of their delegation ;—Scotland was no example, her Parliament
was differently framed ; nor bad Ircland any great reafon to
follow her meafures.—She had fold her country, but not till after
fhe kad fold her King ; where then was the virtue of her preee-
dent ? the Irifh Parliament was delegated by their conflitucuts to
make and modify laws, but not to form: and mould revolutions ;
the power of that delegation was limited, and if the reprefenta-
tives exceeded the fubje@ of delegation in one inftance, they might
as jultly exceed it in another, and they might in that cafe difcufs
the queftion of feparation with as much conftitutional reafoning as
the queftion of Union ; becaufe the King being only one part,
and the Parliament being only another part of the Contlitution,
they have o more right to fay, we will give up our Parliament,
than we will give up our King ; they are not delegated for either
purpofe;and are equally bound by their Conttitution and their oath
to* preferve both; the mifconftrued argument of parliamentary
omnipatence falls before this reafoning, nothing ’tis true, can cen-
troul of counteract Parliament avithin its conflitutional bounds, but
nothing can warrant it to exceed them 3 the very inftaut the delegated
reprefentatives in Parliament grant away the Conftitution which
they were appointed to protedt, the compact between them and
their conftituents becomes a nullity, their law of relinquifhment
is a nullity, and the conftitution is'virtually and inftantly diflolved.
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The crowns of Great Britain and Ireland are as diftin¢t as their
Parliaments ; but by the great confiitutional compaé, the Crown. ;
of Irelatid is for ever to be worn by the king of Great Britain, and
ke is to govern Ireland, not in right of his Crown of Great
Britain but in right of his Crown of Ircland. The two countries
are indiffolubly bound bythis great compa&, and the more facredly
itis obferved, the more confidence among the people ofiboth ; bue
this compaét is entirely mutual, and would the Britifth nation call
it a Union ora revolution if Mr. Pitt was to propofgto reduce
the Britifh Parliament to 200 Commoners and 60 Lords, and fend
them over tolegiflate in Dublin for the good of theglimpire? It
is argued, that a Union with Great Britain is not a' revolition, he
“conceived that to be a revolution which melts downioue totally
tndependant Crown into another, and incorporatesgone totally inde-
pendant Legiflature into the power and vortex of /a greater ftate,
which takes away its exclufive authority over its own concerns,
and transfers even its moft trifting internal'asrangements to another
kingdom. But it is faid, we fhould fill have a delegated body
acting in the Parliament of the Empire; fo we {hould, buta body
fo totally difproportipnate to'the united Parliaments of England
and Scotland as to give no chance or poflibility of carrying any
meaflure of commercial rivalthip in favour of this Country ; 100
Irith to 547 Englith and Scotch would make a.wretched divifion,
cven if we could fuppofe all gur reprefentatives pure which
the example of Scottifh reprefentatives difproves : it is afferted
that our interefts would then -be identified, and mutual, and no
queltion of rivalthip could occar ; that is falfe in fa&t, becaufe it
is evident, that queftions of Gowmercial rivalfhip do at this
inftant exift, and ever muft between the two countries ; but they
are immaterial caufes of rivalfhip in comparifon to the effe@s of
independance and fecurity, and which our own Parliament can
modify as well as the Parliament of Great Britain ; but which,
if united, is fubje@ fto theirsm—and it is a folly to fay, that anmy
ariicies of Union with Freland can ever be fecure—if the intereft
of Great Brituin induces a breach of them, where is our remedy ?
—the Scottith articles were broken, but fhe had made herfelf a
province ; her Parliament was gone ; fhe had no redrefs but in
the generofity of Guréat Britain, like the paflion of a lover which
was loft in the enjoyment; Scotland fighed, and after two
rebellions fubmitted ;—Ireland has rifen more in ten years by her
independance than Scotland in a hundred by her fubjection ; and
yet weare called upon to #ry the irrevocable experiment of depen-
dance... Another proof that the articles of the Scotch Union are
not conlidered facred is this, 45 Scotch reprefentatives were
aiter along debate agreed upon as a proportionate number to fit in .
the Briti’h Parliament, and the imperial compaét muf} neceflarily
hgve been, that the proportion fo agreed on was to be kept up to
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retain to Scotland her due proportienal influence, and this appears
a fundamental principle of that Union, Now the incorporation
of 100 Irith members with diftinét if not adverfe intereft to thofe
of Scotland into the Britith Parliament, by increafing the num-
ber of the whole totally takes away the proportionate influcnee of
the 45 Scotch delegates, and fo in fa&t deftroys the moft material
and fundamental principle of the Scotch Union and of Scottith
fecurity. If then the Britith Minifter violates that engagement
with Scotland, to fubjugate Ireland, it is equally clear he will
play the fame game when Ireiand is dependant ; and that ag the
Scottith Union was infringed to gain Ireland ; fo the drifh Union
will be infringed to vegain Scotland, and when the intéreft of
Great Britain fuggefts the mealure, will the voice of ‘a few Irifh
delegates prevent it ? we fhould then have but little confolation in
regretting our own folly and reviling the treachery of the Minifter.
- But furely the Irith reprefentatives in this Houfe, have no power
or authority to ele other reprefentatives to delegate for Ireland,
yet:by uniting to the Parliaments of Great Britan they in part
ele® 547 Englifh and Scotch members to legiflate for Ireland,
whom Ireland never faw nor heard of, nor ever delegated, this
is an alfumption extrinfick of their delegation, and which will
not bind the nation. In point of Conititution therefore Ireland
gained nothing and loft every thing by the proje@; national
pride like individual honour, fimuldtes to profperity, and he
could not without horror and difmay behold the fpirit -of Irifh
independence and of Irith honour, finking lifelefs into the grave
of a Britith Legiflature. ‘In point'of commerce the projeét was
equally fallacious—Ireland. had at this moment a right and a ca-
pacity to trade to every quarter of the globe more extenfi vely than
her capital could purfue ; the trade of Liverpool is owing to the
enterprize of her merchants ; and the trade of Dublin and of Cork
15 only eramped by the timidity of theirs, at this fhort notice
detail was impoffible, but could any honorable member point out any
one inftance in which a Union alone could encreafe the trade of Ire-
land for the benefit of Irifb {ubjects, in what inftance could our
trade be advanced by a Union, which could not be effeéted avith-
out it? but even if it conld be advanced by the projed, could it
be advanced in a"degree commenfurate to the lofs of national fe-
curity, natiqﬁélrlcgiﬂatian, national property, and national inde-
pendence ? 'If England meant us well, furely  the might take
away our reftrdints withont rifling our liberties; and equalize
our commeree without robbing our conftitution—it was faid that
Britith merehants would fend capital to Ireland, that in fa& 18y
that aftetsIveland is drained of her {pecie by her abfentees,
and‘of her commerce by monopolies, perhaps the Britith mer.
c might venture a hundred thoufand pounds to ufurife in
Ircland, and tranfmit the profits to Great Britain, a glorious ex.

&
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change for the fecurity of a refident Parliament whofe efforts
had already raifed Ireland from poverty to fplendor—with a reluc~
tance bordering on a breach Grear Britain granted us the trade we.
now enjoy, and is it to be conceived the will facrifice more willingly’
to our interefts when in her power than when we were out of it?

A moft difgulting esample of fordid folly is exhibited by the
corporation of Cork only. In orderto p_r_cvail on Cork to declare
for an Union fhe has been informed by Government, that her trade
will increafe by Britifh capital, and her city be embellifhed by a
royal dock-yard ; what is the prefent obftruétion to the trade of

‘Cork ? want of enterprize only—fhe has the fame capacity to trade
fhe could have by a Union : and however well fituated for trade,
there is not a naval town in Great Britain that has any trade.
Cork has been grofsly deceived ; even if fhe did receive any advan-
tage from the projeét, furely partial and uncertain advantage can
never weigh againit certain, general and national injury; Cork will
yet return to her reafon, and feel that {he can have no intereft inde-
pendant of or feparate from Ireland. ‘

The farmer will feel this projet—the demefne will be deferted
by the abfentee, and the labourer remain unemployed on the
demefne ; the produce of land muftlower in value, whilft the rents
of the prefent farms will remain the fame, and as the confumption
decreafes, the evil will accompany it, till the once wealthy farmer
becomes an impoverifhed heart-broken bankrupt. Abfentees have
already been juftly accounted an important injury to Iréland ; that
injury muft increafe ten-fold-—all the fpecie of Ireland will follow
them half.yearly to Great Britain, the griping Englifh agent
will fupplant the kind and indulgent landlord, and the Irifh tenant
become the impoverifhed flave of the Irifh abfentee.

The firft meafure of a Union muft be taxation ; the firlt a&t
of kindnefs a tax of 10 per cent on Irifh property, not modified
to Irith circumftances byan Irith Parliament, but calculated by a
Scottifh minifter and executed by a Britifh authority ; the tax-
table of England will become the ftatute book of Ireland, and
the great doubt will then be, whether our wants or our burthens
are the greateft ?

The treacherous reafons affigned for the completion of this
proje&t are our differences and our misfortunes : Differences
which arofe from the duplicity of that fame Minifter who now
feeks to fubdue us, and misfortunes which were Rimulated by
him, to adapt us for his own conquett. :

But the fettlement of thefe differences, and the alleviation of thefe
misfortunes, is adapted to the deliberation of an Irifh, and not of a
Britifh Parliament. The Irifh Parliament is fully competent to
confider, difcufs and remedy the grievances of their own country 3
if 2 modification of tythes, an adjuftment of religious controverfies;
an extenfion of trade by bounties or drawbacks, an encouragement
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o maaufaltures, or to inland navigations ; ‘an equalization of
taxes, or any other regulations become neceffary. Why fhould
we apply to 547 Englith and Scotchmen, to arrange ‘Qur
trade and modify our national eftablithments? *Tis abfucd and
infolent to demand, and it would be mean, vicious and pufillanis
mous to fubmit to, : -

Great Britain has nothing to give, which can compenfate the

~ lofs of independance : we afk no favour from her, and we will

{fubmit to no injury 5 we will unite with her as a friend and
as a filter in the common caufe ; our lives and our properties {hall
be united with her in fupport of our King and our conflitution ;
we will rife and fall with her ; but we will not fubmit to be ruled
by a Britith fa&ion, and plundered by a Britifh Minifter, to

datisfy the avarice or the jealoufy of thofe perfons, to whofe con-

fidence and liberality this Minifter owes his gratitude, and which
he ean only repay by heaping burthens upon ‘Ireland. If alledg-
ed to be a meafure {olely for the good of Ireland, he believed
experience had convinced us that no Britifh or Scottifh Minifter
ever yet attempted to force upon Ireland any meafure for the bene-
ht of her commerce or conflitution. When fuch meafures were
brought forward, how lukewarm was the Minifter’s acquiefcence ;
and when the famous Propofitions were difcufled, it appeared
that he affe@ed to affilt our trade ; but it was at the expence of
our conftitution. The Irith Parliament faw the trick ; the ftate
Juggler was unveiled, and the meafure relinquithed.  What.rea-
dons have we to place more confidence in Mr. Pitt’s intentions
towards us now, than at that memorable period >—the reverfe,
It is as clear as noon-day, that his fyftem has been moft trea-
cherous ; his government here excited the different fc&is to oppofe
cach other; an indolent fyftem was adopted, to permit fome ftrength
to the difaffeéted ; thena vigotous fyftem, to give energy to the
loyalit. Then government acted on the defenfive againit treafon ;
then the Minifter plunged.into martial law ; the catholic and the
proteftant were alternately encouraged and deprefled ; the loyalty
of the yeomanry faved Ireland ; both parties- had bled and were
weak ; and what is called the lenient {yltem was adopted ; the
rebel was pardoned, and fent back to rob, to murder, and burn ;
the yeoman and the loyalilt were either infulfed, opprefled or de-
graded, in fome inftances executed ; the loyal national fpirit was
purpolely fuppreffed ; and, when all was ripe for a government
zevolution, the ‘meafure of a Union, cequally oppreflive and dif.
gufting to_every clafs and every fect, was brought forward in. ex-
pe&ag&.m 1at we were too worn, too weak, and too indifferent

to.relilt or ‘reje@ any thing which profefled to be for our tran-
quillization. And to prove that this fyltem was adopted for thefe
purpolesy it is only neceffary to recolle@ the words of the noble

Lord w

O propofes it 5 ¢ that it had been a meafure long con-
_ F : i
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fidered and maturely weighed.” If that was the cafe, it was ob-
vious that it might have been “brought forward in a time of tran-
quillity ; and equally obvious, that it had been purpofely poft-
poned, till this defperate fyftem had fufficiently worked epon the
nation, to adapt it to the Minifter’s will and pleafure.. But the
Parliament has yet virtue enough to refilt an aét of national degra-
dation. 'The Britifh Minifter had better beware of this fyftem of
treachery and fraternization ; it was by the very fame means, and
with the very fame objeéts, that the French Republic have over-
run all Evrope; and with the very fame fyftem, and for the very
fame purpofes, that {lic has affailed Ircland—a defperate example
to the Britifh empire, and an attempt unworthy of the generofity
and chara&er of the Britifh nation. :

The object of the Minifter is, in another vefpect, fully ebvious';
his mealures have been fpeculative ; defperate, deep and unparallel-
led.  Great Britain owes much to him for. preferving her from
foreign power ; but it has been atchieved at the expence of much
tlood, much money, and much conititution ; his {uccefs has war-
ranted his mealures {o far : but the day may come, when {ome rival
Minifter may dare to queftion thofe meafures, and particularly
Mr. Pitt’s condad and fyffem in Ireland ; that may be a grievous
day, and it is neceffary he fhould be able to meet it with effect; he1s
already more powerful than the Crown, and more powerful than the
people : but it will be ncecffary b fhould infure the perpetuity of
that power. One hundred Trith membersgn the Britifh Parliament,
loaded with the patromage of Ireland, feduced by the art of the
Britilh Minifter, and uninfpired by that fpirit which national
refidence will natarally infure, give themfelves up to his guidancey
and for ever confirm is power and his authority, which for ever
prevents even the guellioning of his condu&, and leaves to the
Britifh naticn only the power of murmur,

Surely that wile pation muft fe¢ the danger, nay the ruim, of
giving fo great apower to any Minifter, as that which the incorpo-
ration of 100 Irifh members mufk inevitably infure. The liberty,
the free agency of the Throne and the conttitutional rights of the
Britith people, muft fink before fuch a power ; and the plander
of Treland will but poorly atone for the diminution of their liberty.

The compat between Great Britain and Ireland was not zli
of one fide ; there was a mutual dependance, to the mutval advaa-
tage of both. She took our linens; we fed her flecet—rthe pro-
tected our trade 3 we gave her our foldiers. Her ficets and her
ariies were as material to her, as our linens and our commerce
to us. There is no nation on earth would not be proud of our
cofinexion on the fame terms; and therefore let it never be. faid,
that the dependance is folely on our fide. lingland might ruin
133 but ia doing fo, fhe would deltroy herfelt ; and fhe is too
wile and too cunning to fuppofe, that a wounded linb could give
vigour to an enfeebled body—he fuid it was called a mealure of



- ——

BEBATYTE & 35
permanent ftrength and fability to the empire ; bat if that flrength
and flability is %cthbc purchafed at the expence of Ireland, and ns
annihilation among the nations of the world, there is no man who
bears the heart of an Irithman, will dare affent to its adoption.
He faid that on the abftract quettion he was clear and decided, the
difcuflion of detail admitted a principle which he was determined
to relift by every means and to every extremity, he declared Lis
fentiments opeuly, boldly and decifively, that no terms Great
Britain could grant, no favour fhe could bettow, would form any
compenlation for the lofs of our independance and fecurity 3 and
though he had on moft {ubjeds freely and zealoufly given his fup-
port to the king’s government,—on this queltion ne emthly con-
lideration could ever confole him for furrenderiag the ' honour,
the fecurity, asd the liberties of his country.

Sir J. Braquiere followed Mr, Barrington, and iy ftrong
terms refifted the charges of undue influence and COFrupti-
on, made by the honourable member againft the Adminiflra-
tion, obferving h completely this charge was refuted, by
the condu@ and fpeeches of fo many gentlemen, the reputed
friends of Government.

He aficed, emphatically, if there was a manm in that Houfe,
who ferioufly wifhed that things fhould remain as they were ?
Would it offend the pride of gentlemen, to fay he thought the
country incompetent to its own defence ? What fort of a flate
might it now have been in, if Monfieur Hoche had landed ; or
if any other attempt made in: forcey. had fucceeded? Were we to
wait for fuccour, till a&s of *Parliament had paffed the two
kingdoms, and then rcly on the precarious fupport alone of fuch
men, whole loyalty and fpirit would prompt them to velunteer
in our fervice, as had been the cafe on the prefent occafion ? He
animadverted in the moft pointed terms of reproach, upon the
tittures which fome gentlemen had indulged their fancies, in
making upon the motives of their being fent hither, forgetting
what a different language was held in the moment of trouble, the
time they came. = He honoured and admired the gallant fpirit of
the Irith gentry, and people, as much as auy man, becaufe he
knew them ;  ftill he contended we were not a match fingly for
any of the great powers of Eurape. You cannot fire a 24 pound
fhot out o% a_12 pound gun; you muft ally with fomebody,
Shall it be, faid he, with the German Kings, the arch-defpoil-
ers of their helple(s neighbours, who have parcelled out thejy
territories, as robbers do their plunder? It began with Paland,
when the falfe policy and forbearance of England is much to be
lamented. Savoy, Switzerland, Venice and Rome, were forced
in their turn to yield; and much it is to be withed, that Naples
may be the laft vi&im of their rapacity ; gorged with which,
they are now vindicating each other’s crimes, by a participation
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in each others guilt.—You cannot conne& yourfelf with profli- _
gacy like this ; to gEngland you muft recur; it was fo ordained
bythe God of Nature, and is fo effential for both, that he -
thought England, like Ireland, incapable of refilting the com-
mon enemy, and ftill more formidable enemy, the fatal fpirit of
innovation, without it. ' %

But wave thofe concerns for a moment, he faid, and look no
further than home : Is it poffible that any tranquillity can be ex-
pe&ed in the land, whillt fo many caufes of difcontent and dif-
fatisfaction among the people remain? . !

Are not the Catholics looking for emancipation—the Prefby-
terians for reform—a great -bulk of the people for a regulation
of tithes? -and do not all thefe difcontents aggregated together,
and abetted by the machinations of the United Societies, make
a formidable enemy in your bofom ? There are not two ways
of meeting it.) The honourable “member who- propofed the
amendment (Mr. Ponfonby) with _a flow of fuch tranfcendant
eloquence, as had feldom been heard in that Houfe, had, among
other things for his purpofe, exptefly ftated, that the Roman
Catholics muft oppofe the Union. He knew not the mind of
Catholics upon the fubje@ : but he fhould fpeak his own—That
the Roman Catholics, under the prefent order of things, could
never be a¢commodated, as he feared, with what they afked, with-
out imminent danger to the Proteftant eftablifhment, both in
Church and State ; but if once an Union fhall be adopted, all
thefe difficulties would vanifh, and he fhould fee none in grant-
ing them every thing they defired. 'What the {entiments of Go-
vernment upon this fubje& were, he knew not; he fpoke his
own ; thofe he would ever maintain ; but be this as it may, fure he
was, that this and every other caufe of diffatisfaction, would
make fit objeéts of difcuffion, when that great queftion fhould
‘come under confideration.

Remove thefe difficulties, uanite with England, and fee the
proud ground on which you are placed : Ireland, geographically
and phyfically confidered, {tands pre-eminently before all other
nations, the fit mart or emporium of the known world : She
embarks in.the inviting commerce, aided by Englith capitals,
without tages, and without a debt, whilit all the other nations of
Europe are finking under their burthens, In the ‘great articles of
land and money, behold for a moment the change—Why pay 6
percent: on mortgages here, whenin England the common intereft
15 4, the higheft five ? Why fhall a 5 per cent, Irifh debenture, in
the London market, fell for 70l. only, whenan Englifh debenture,
of the fame value, fhall fetch 751.2 But above all, {fee how this
meafure would affect the landed intereft : In England, the ordi-
mary value of land is rated at from 25 to 30 years purchafe; in

Ircland has feldom been known to exceed 2o years purchafe; at
N\ N
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the prefent moment, not half that value : yet the land isas good,
the titles as far as the law can go, as well fecured ; the rents
in general better paid—then, why this defalcation ? Becaufe,
there muft be a fomething vitally defedtive in our political fituati-
on, of which not the feller, but the buyer is the judge ; and on
many other fubjeéts he enlarged more. - 3
He honoured the independence, the pride; he adored the
conftitution, the liberties of his country ; with fome of thefe,
he would part only with his life; but the object nearelt his
heart, and for which he was difpofed to make fome facrifices, was
the peace and tranquillity ,of the kingdom; and appealing to
Heaven, he declared, that ie faw no poflible means of obtaining
that bleffing, but through the meafure propofed ; he had given eve-
_ry pofiible confideration to the fubject, which the limited portion
of underftanding with which the God of nature had endowed
him, would admit—peace among onrfelves, and #ecurity againit
the common enemy, were all he defired—and added Sir John, 1t
any man will thew me any other means«'by ‘which thefe objects
can be attained, I will vote againft the Union ; but gentlemen
know, that it 1s impoflible,

Mr. Dosss.—Sir, when this queftion was firt fuggefted, I
am free to confels, that I thought it worthy of conlideration.
The fyftem of governing lreland by corruption, had filled me
with difgult and indignation. The horrors of the late rebellion,
and the dreadful animofities {till'exifting, inclined me to liften to
any thing likely to tranquillize this couptry. But Sir, even when
in doubt, I never for a moment.confidered a Legiflative Union,
in any other light than an evil: _All that I ever hefitated about,
was whether, by accepting of it, I might not avoid a greater,
In this temper and with thefe feclings, I have given the fubject
a full, and I truft difpaflionate inveftigation, the refult of which
is a decided opinion, that Great Britam cannot propofe any terms,
that Ireland ought te accede to.

Sir, it has been held out that great commercial advantages
would be gained by this Legiflative Union, and alfo that it would
end our domeftic animofities. Both, Sir, are fallacious. In point

" of ‘trade Great Britain has nothing to beflow. ' Cork and fome
of the fouthefn, and weftern ports of Ireland, I am informed
think differeatly’; but if they do, I am perfuaded they they are
under a/deception. They have at prefent every advantage that
their fituation can give them, as to their foreign trade ; the whole
kingdom of Trcland pofieffing it as fully as Great Britain herfelf’
for the trade to the Eaft Indies is equally open to an Irifhman,
-as to'a.native of Great Britain ; it being vefled by charter in a
Jcompany, whofe ftock is every day at market. There might be
fome regulations as to the channel trade ; but if the ports of both
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countries were free ports to each other, it would be pernicions
to us ; becaufe every infant manufaéture of Ireland would then be
annihilated.  As a proof of this, I will only give one in-
ftance, the cotton manufafiure, as the reafoning as to it muft ap-
pPly to every other. It is proteted by a duty of upwards of ten
per cent. and yet in every article of that branch, that rifesto any
degree of finenefs, we are uuderfold in our.own market, owing
to Englifh fuperiority in fkill and capital.  8ir, no' man in this
Houfe knows better than you do, that our infant manufa@ures
can only be fupported againft the eftablifhed ones of England by
protecting duties. It may however be faid, thofe neceflary du-
ties might be fettled by the terms o the Union; but if fo, we
would only ftand whers we now are, and therefore it would be
no advantage. 1 therefore, Sir, pronounce that no commercial
bencfit whatfoever can be given to Ireland, This Sir, I would
vot venture to affer:, if 1 had not confulted fome of the moft
re{pectable merchants of the city of Dublin, ‘whom, if neceflary,
I can produce at your bar.

Now, Sir, let us examine how a Legiflative Union will tran-
quillize Ireland? Will the deftruétion of our own Parliament
make the republicans of Ireland relinquifh their principles, and
become attached to the King, Lords and Commens of Great Bri-
tain? Can any man conceive {6 wild an idea? Will it attach to
the King, Lords and Commans of Great Britain the catholics of
Ireland, becaufe one of the objects of the Legifative Union, is to
preclude feme of their claims for ever? Is it agrecable to the loyal
yeomanry of Ireland? The contrary is well known. Wil then a
Legiflative Union, which cannot change the republican opinion,
which cannot fatisfy the catholic, and which is highly difagree-
able to many of ‘the mott loyal men in Ireland, tranquillize the
kingdom ?

Sir, Iet me take this matter in another point of view. Does
this country owe its prefent fafety to the abfentee lords and gen-
tiemen of Ireland ? The anfwer muft be in the negative. o
what then does it chicfly owe its fafety 2 To the refident gentle-
men, who have raifed and headed the yeomanry. If this mea-
fure takes place, you take away 100 of the principal refident
gentry, and 30 or 40 of the lords: and it will not reft there ;
for the other nobility and men of fortune will alfo crawd to En.
gland, to beat the fountain of honour and preferment ; valt fums
of money will neceffarily be {pent out of the kingdom. But this
is trivial to the danger that follows, from the lofs of their per-
fonal influence and example. :

Dut Sir, let me for a moment fuppafe that terms were in the
firlt inftance given, that were of pecuniary advantage ; and alfo
that 2 Union would not lower our natural ftrength ; where is the
tecurity, ‘that the terms of that Union might not be altered at
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another day ? The moment we part with our own Legiflature,
the few perfons fent to the Lords and Commons of England,
even fuppofing them incorruptible, become fo infignificant " in
point of proportional numbers, thnt it is clear Ireland muft re.
main at the mercy of the Britith members, We are told, how-
ever, of the generofity of the Britith nation. Sir, if I were to
confide Jrith happinefs to any other than our own nation, it would
be to Great Britain.  But it is the nature of all nations to abyfe
their power over another; and the honourable mover of the
amendment has fhewn us, from true and undoubted hiltory, the
ufe of power in England, when applied to Ireland, prior to
the true date of Irifh liberty in 1782,

Sir, I will not go into the abftraét reafoning, of whether the
King, Lords and Commons of Ireland, have a right to bind poi-
terity as to a radical change of conftitution. It is cnough, if
we feel this, that men delegated for eight years, have no right to
vote away for ever the privileges of thefe who fent them, uwn-
lefs by their exprefs defire.  On this fubject, I have no hefitation
to fay, that were I as fond of this Union, as it is odjous to me,
I fhould think myfelf a villain, if I voted away the right of that
borough, that fent me to Parliament. "

Sir, the noble Lord fays, if it be the wifh of the people and
Parliament, that the meafure fhould be adopted, it ought to be
acceded to. 1 'do not deny it. But that fenfe fhould be Full
afcertained, without compullion, or tndue influence of any kind,
Now Sir, fo far as the voice of the people has been yet colleét-
ed, it is decidedly againft it'; and nothing but force, actual or
moplied, with the aid of undue influence, can carry the meafure
againft Irith independence, What fignify declarations of .con-
fulting Parliament and the people, when acions, the beft of all
teftimonies, fpeak coercion and undue influence ?  Sir, it is not
even denied, that two geutlemen high in office, have been turn-
ed eut, becaufe they chofe to exprels a will of their own on this
great occafion. Is not this, Sir, in terrorem, to all who hold
offices, from which they can be difmiffed? A moft refpectable

~ right honourable Member, who has declared he will vote for this

Union, has faidy that when he attended Parlrament, which, ex-
cept in one inftance or two, had not been for many years, there
were 116 placemen and penfioners in this Houfe , and, that fince
that time, a pamber of new places had been created. 1 will not
fay, Siry, what ~number of placemen and penfioners are pow
in Parliament ; but be they few or many, thefe difmilfals telf
them, 4n language not to be mifunderftood, you muft vote for a
Ur'n'.p}l_}!ii ortake the confequences. . Sir, I had a partiality for the
prefent adminiltration ; but'a conduét of this nature will turn that
partiality into enmity. I tcll the noble Lord, that if this mea-
fure be carried by fuch means, againft the public fentiment, he
1s not uniting, but feparating the two countries,
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I tell the noble | Lord, that if Mr. Pitt had fat down _to
plan a fpecdy feparation, he could not have thought of a mea ure
more likely to accomplith it. 1 tell the noble Lord, tha;_t,bm?h
I have hitherto been the warm friend of Englifh connexion; 1 for
one will meditate feparation, from the moment that a Legiflative
Union fhall be carvied by force; whether that force be direé or
implied.  Sir, there are men who arguc, that Ireland could not
exilt without England : I hope, Siry the fifter kingdom will
have too much good fenfe, ever to foree ws ta the, experiment.
But, Sir, I know from the znnals of hiftory, that countries in-
finitely worfe cireumftanced, have been able to refcue themfclves
from tyranny. I need only mention the feven United Provinces
and Switzerland, - The firft, though infignificantyn numbers and
in wealth, were able to repel the vait refourees in/men and money
of their bigotted tyrant, Philip the 2d.."."The lalt, though alfo
poor and weak in numbers, threw off the yoke of the rich and
powerful houfe of Auitria. _ -

Sir, a right honourable Member, to whom I have before al-
luded, alfo pointed out former Parliaments of Ireland in a very
degraded point of view ; a pamplhlet.aferibed to, and not denied
by the Caltle, preceded him in a fimilar defeription. Sir, Itruft
there is a fpitit in this Houfesto refute thele charges. I troit
there is wifdom enough in this Houfe, to feel the neceflity of
gaining the full confidence of the people, in order to repel the
attacks of the Englifh Minifter. I rcly, Sir, oneven the felf-
intereft of this Houfe, to effeGually refift a meafure, that leaves
every thing that ought to bedear to man, at the will and plea-
fure of a Legiflature foreign to us, and over which we can have
no controul. . ; ‘

Sir, I cannot fit 'down without paying my tribute of venera-
tion to your yirtuous and manly conduct, m oppofing this perni-
cious meafure.

Mr. Kvox.—(Member for Philipilown,) T am fatisfied that
in point of commerce, England has not any thing to give to
this country, blit was it otherwife, I would. not defcend to argue
it, for I would not furrender the libertics of my country for
the riches, for the wealth of the univerfe, , '

This has been called a queftion of great importance, from
its ‘great maguitude and ftill greater deformity, one would be
naturally led to expeét that it would have made its frightful ¢n-
¢rance ifito this Houfe alone, and unmixt with other matter,
but ithas been managed otherwile, and has been infidioufly intro-
duced into the fpeech from the throne. ' :

This accurfed meafure has long been the favourite objeét of
that Minifter in England, whofe wild ambition has already led to
the dcftru&ion of Empires; and would now feck to annihilate
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this Nation. In order to forward this wicked fcheme, what has
been the conduct of thofe who managed the affairs of govern-
ment under his guidance and dire@tion ; what pains have not been
taken to promote and keep alive among the people every dif-
tinction of party and religion, have not all differences of opinion
whether in politics or religion been induftrioufly fomented and
encouraged, and every means taken to diftra& and divide the inha-
bitants of this land ? Isit perfecly clear that zeal and diligence
has been ufed to put down infurredtion where it has appeared,
and may not all this have been to take advantage of our inteftine
divilions and diltractions, to forward a meafure which at any other
time dare not even have been hinted at ? but I cannot {uppofe that
my countrymen will be the dupes of fo fhallow an artifice;
1o, Irifhmen of all defcriptions fhall agree to bury in one common
ﬁmvc all jealoufies and differences, and be greatly unanimows to
ave their country. Would that to gain {p defirable an eud, I could
yield the fpot where I now ftand to a Grattam, or a Curran,
whofe matchlefs cloquence might thril this Senate Houfe and
fhake it’s dome ; or that the caufe itfelf could fafcinate from the
“higheft firmament a Flood to {peak in its behalf, not only with the
tongue of men but of angels !
I cannot find words to exprefs the horror I feel at a prapofition
fo extremely degrading and infulting, to entertain it even for a
moment in my opinion is not free from fome criminality,. What,
fhall we deliberate, whether this kingdom fhall ceafe to exiit;
whether this land fhall be ftruck from the fcale of nations; whe-
ther its very name is to be no more, but erafed from the map of
the woild for ever? Shall it, T fay be a queftion, whether we
furrender to amother feparate country, and to another feparate
legiflature, the lives, liberties and properties of five millions of
people who delegated us here to defend, but not deltroy the
Conftitution ? It is a propofition monftrous in the extreme, and
fhould be confidered merely to join our difguft and execration with
that of the nation ; then dafhit from us, never to take it up again,
Will any advocate for thisdeteftable Union tell me we fhall be re-
prefented with any effe& in the Senate of the Empire ; how could
our few tranfported itinerant ftrolling raembers have any weight
1u the fcale o? Britifh reprefentation, the idea is prepofterous and
relembles the folly of the gnat in the fable, who having lit on «
bull’s horn hoped he was not an inconvenience, when his prefence
had never been perceived ;—will it be faid that we are not annihi-
lated but merged and become part of the Britifh Empire ? this
fir, is a difinction without a difference. Pour the entire of that
fea which Providence defigned to keep for ever diftin&t and fepa.
rate thefe two independent kingdoms into the Great Pacific
ocean, and what trace or track can you difcern of the former, o
how will it affect the ebbing or flowing of the latter ? :
; G
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Why, or for what reafon {hall we extérminate the frate, ‘or
tranfport it into another country? To be a great ftate, {ays'the
Abbe Raynal, the feat'and centre of power mult be in the'fiate
itfelf, nothing but the defpotifm of the Eaft, can inure men to
receive laws from rulers far remote, or from the Bafhaws by w 1
invifible tyrants are reprefented, a general governor here without
a Parliament to controul him, would be as dangerous'a defpot as
any Turkifh Bathaw in the meridian of authority. " Unfortunate
countrymen, what a ftate of wretchednefs ‘and_flavery will be
yours, how proftrate, how fallen, ' 4 .

Night even in the zenith of her dark domainy,

. Is funthine to the colour of yourfate.,”

The native inhabitants of this country degraded like the hu-
man merchandize of Africa, to cultivate the foil at the will of
foreign tafk-mafters, not as freemen but as flaves ; the Irith and
Indian negroes will then . only be diftingnifhed by the colour of
the fkin. rs

But if from/the country we tura to the metropolis, wherein we
are now aflembled, what awaits ys there ? “In the city is left defo-
lation and her gates are {mitten with deftrution. ;

Induftiious, enterprifing, affluent citizens, as if by pantomimic
toneh reduced to fudden beggary and ruin. '

This capital which for magnitude and grandeur, {urpaffes any
otherin the univerfe with thie fame extent of empire, is no more !
for the clath of chariots and the torches blaze, the melancholy
bird eof night fhall fhriek and glow worm pale her ineffectual
1amp. Sir, ‘it has been faid that firong’ meafures will be reforted
to; that threats and promifes are held out, and that the former
have alr¢cady been reforted to, but let me warn Minifters to con-
fider, to paufe before they proceed to pafs upon the country
judgment of death, and execution thereon. There is not any
power on earth, fhort of the upited force of the people, com-
petent to deprive amation of its conftitution, its liberties, and its
_exiftence ; T om fatisfied if this meafure be purfued; one half of
the inhabitants muft be exterminated to enflave the remainder,
and whether death - fhall be won in the field or on the fcaffold,
among Irifamen the only emulation will be, who fhall die; and
the only regret that man can die but once, to ferve his country ;
nor ‘will our beauteons country-women feel lefs intereft m the
glorious canfe, they will tell their gallant countrymen, that no
chains but thofc forged by them can be worn without difhonour,
and that vaffalage to them alone can redound to their glqry.

Sir, there is not within or withouyt thefe walls any individual
who more highly prizes the connexion between Great Britain
and Treland, may it be perpetusl! 'The fhamrock and the rofe,
entwined together form a wreath round the rayal brow; and
perith the hand that would tear them thence ; but force them too
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clofely together or unnaturally conjoin them, and one or both
will wither. But d:arty; as I value r.f:is connexion, I ftill eftimate
my gountty more, when the conftitution of this country was
aflailed in the form of Irifh propofitions, that great man* who
was chiefly inftrumental in acquiring that conftitution, when it

and th¢ Empire would be committed, nobly exclaimed, Perith
the Empire, Evc the fﬁ?lﬂtution. If that connexion I fo high-
ly prize, and the exiftence of this mation muft now be at_ iffue,
Iffy, Perifh the counexion, live the nation. Could my feekle
voice be heard, I would call upon Englithmen as they regard this
connesion, I would im?l’oyc them as they vilue their own libertics

to refilt this meafure, I am fatisfied the Minifter heans not only

to annihilate Ireland, but to enflave Great Britain ; any reform,

or renovation of the Britifh Conftitution will be rendered then

impraéticable. This infulted, de raded, debafed country will be

made a barrack, a depét. from whence to draw thé means of en-

flaving Great Britain, and ne réfource left to fave either country

but a revolution, . "

Let me however once more intreat, implore my countrymen
to mutual fergivencfs, to bury in eternal oblivion all jealoufies
and animefities. Then will the falvation of the country be at
hand though heavinels may endure for a night, joy will come
with the moming ; though clouds fhould lower and tempefts roar ;
though a might of deep dark defolation may deprefs; yet the
mornings dawn will rife upon our fand, 'a ‘great, fre¢ and inde-
pendant nation.

Mr. Havs Hasreron (member for Co. Dublin) declared that
no vote he had ever given, could afford him balf the delight
which that he fhould now give in fupport of the amendment mutt
cver enfure; an Union wasa meafure he fhould ever firmly op-
pofe within thofe walls with his vote, without them with his life,
but he forefaw that the hotir was at hand, that would prove this
to bethe moft glorious day that Ireland had ever beheld, and that
would enable the members to' go forth to their conftisuents; and
to affare them they weve reprefented by an Irifly Parliament thag
never would betray their independance. "h

Sir. J. Fre x;—-_-friha,ﬁort but animated fpeech, fraught with a
fpirited expreflion of his love for Lis country, and its eftablifhed
copflitution,

Lord Casrusmescy felt thar he would not a& with juitice
to himfelf and to/ his: country if he did not fate his reafons for
favouring the meafure of a Legiflative Union with Great Bui-
taio. He hod' liftened with patient attention to what had been
advanced onth: fubjeét from the ether fide, and he muft confcls
that ‘fromithe maly of clamour whichi was dealt forth, he had

* Mr, Grattan,



B oy

“ PARLIAMENTARY

been able to colle& very little found reafoning, He had heard
imputations calt againft his fide of the Hou(% that might have
been retorted, but for the interference of more refined manners.

His Lordfhip trufted, that no man would decide on a meafure
of fuch importance as that in part before the Houfe, on private
or perfonal motives, for if a decifion* were thus to be influenced,
it would be the moft unfortunate that could ever affe@ the coun-
try. What was the objet of this meafure but fuch as every loy-
al man, who really loved his country, muit feel the ftrongeft at-
tachment to—by an incorporation of our Legiflature with that of
Great Britain, it would not only. confolidate the ftrength and
glory of the empire, but it would change our internal and local
Government to a {yftem of ftrength and calm fecurity, inftead
of being a garrifon in the ifland—here was but a part of many and
numevous advantages, which the ftage of the bufinefs did not then
render neceflary to be entered into, and whieh would come more
fuitably at a future period. As to the argument of the Parlia-
ment’s incompetence to entertain the queftion, he did not expett
to hear fuch an argument from Conftitutional Lawyers, or to hear
advanced the pofition, that a Legiflature was not at all times com-
petent to do that for which it could only have been inftituted—
the adoption of the beft means to promote the general happinefs
and profperity. After the melancholy ftateto which this coun-
try had been reduced, his Majefty’s Minifters would feel that
they abdicated their daty to the empire, if they did not ferioufly
confider that ftate, and adopt the beft remedy for the evils which
it comprifed. ¥t was the misfortune of this country to have im 1o
no fixed principles on which the human mind could reft—no one
ftandard to which the different prejudices of the country could be
accommodated. 'What was the price of connexion at prefent
with Great Britain? A military eftablifament far beyond oux
natural means to fupport, and for which we fare indebted to Great
Britain, who is alfo obliged to guarantee our public loans. It is
not by flattery that the country could be faved—truths, howeves
difagreeable, mult be told—and if Ireland did not holdly look her
fituation in the®face and accept that Union which would ftrength-
en and fecure her, fhe would perhaps have no alternative but to
fink into the embraee of French fraternity, You talk, faid his
Lordfhip, of national pride and independance, but where is the
folidity of this boaft ? You have not the Britifh Conftitution—
sor can you have it confiftently with your prefent {pecies of con-
sexion with Great Britain—that Conftituticn dees not recognize
two feparate and independent Legiflatures under one Crown—the
greater country muft lead—the lefler naturally follow, and muft
be pradtically fubordinate in imperial concerns—but this neceffary
and beneficial operation of the general will muft be preceded by
eftablithing one common intereft. :
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‘As the pride of this country advances with her wealth, it may
happen that you will not join Great Britain in her wars—it is on-
ly a common polity that will make that certain.—Incorporate
with Great Britain, and you have a common intereft and common
means, If Great Britain calls for your fubjetion, refift it—but
if fhe wifhes to unite with you on terms of equality, ’tis madnels
not to accépt the offer. Gentlemen have diftinguithed the cafe of
Scotland from that of Ircland—but they are directly the fame.
The vicinity of Scotland to England was rather an unfavourable
circumftance—for neighbour nations are moft apt to quarrel.—
What was the cafe of Scotland? She was connected like Ireland
by a common Crown—but the game of jealoufy was played—the
fame game which is played here. The Jacobites would have been
glad the Crown had continued in that way—for it would have
aided their views, ’Tis true, that after the Union the mifchief
partly continued for a time—and no doubt it would do fo here
too, becaufe the minds of the people might for a time be dif-
gufted, buc the evil would gradually diminifh, and the countries
go on in growth of affetion and refources, All queftions have
arguments on both fides—the leaftfevil is to be chofen. T'o this
meafure he objected that Legiflature won’t be local—’tis for that,
reafon the meafure is adopted—for with a local Legiflature, and
the prefent divifion of your people, you can’t go on. Other ob-
jections arife—but they all terminate in local prejudice, or pride,
‘and all of them that have been ftarted, difcuffed and refuted in
the cafe of Scotland. Abfenices another objection—they would
be fomeswhat encrealed, no doubt, but the evil would be compen-
fated by other advantages, and amoug them by the growth of an
intermediate clafs of men between the landlord and the peafant—a
clafs of men whofe lofs is felt in Ireland, to train the mind of
the lower clafs. Thefe we would have from England. We
would alfo have capital from thence,—And as to emigration, the
difficulty and expence would counteradt that evil. At all events,
thefe inconveniences would be but a grain of fand compared with
the advantages which would be derived by internal fecurity, and
by our growing together in habits of amity and affection.

He concluded by profefing himfelf attached to the mealure
only by the bgc of his country, and his convi¢tion that the inter-
eits of that country would be promoted permanently and cffectuul-
ly by an incorporation of the two Legiflatures.

Col. GirarrT Kinc.—Conlcions as I am that I poflels
neithcr'ability, nor confequence to juftify me for intruding my-
{elf on the Houfe at this late hour, yet I hope that gentlemen
will have the goodnefs to accept of the beft apology in my power,
that is the duty I owe my conltituents, my country and myfelf.
"The magnitude of this important queftion, as to the expediency
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of a Legiflative Union between Great Britain and Ireland, induc-
ed me‘to-appropriate much of my time towards the attainment of
neceffary information on the fubjeét ; and haviog mixed with the,
people of every defeription in my neighbourhoodg the good é%;
polition of all whom I have had long experience of,s to learn their
opinien on the fubjeét, I am notw prepared to give mine, which is,
that a Union with Great Britain would prove detrimental to Ire-
tand ; I therefore give my vote for the amendment to the addvefs,
and am determined to vote againft the Union whenever it may ba
brought forward. The very enlightened and brilliant arguments
I have heard on this fide of the Houle, convince me (had any
doubt remained on my mind of the reftitude of my condud.)
1 will trouble the Houfe no fusther at prefent, and once more a
their forgivenels for this intrufron. '

Mr. Prusker.—Sir, I fhall make no apology for troubling
you at this late hour, exhaufted though I am in'mind and bedy;
and fuffering though you muft be wnder a fimilar preflure 5 this
is a fubje& which muft aronfe the flumbering, and might almoft -
reanimate the dead. It isa queltion whether Ireland fhall ceale to
be free; it is a queftion i«nvolvinglgur dearelt interefts and for
ever.  Sir, I congratulate this Houfe on the manly temper
«with which this meafure has been difcuffed ; 1. congratulate them
on the vi€tory which I already fee they have obtained ; a viétory
which I anticipate from the bold and gencrous fentiments which
lrave been expreffed on this fide of the Houfe, and which T fee
confirmed in the doleful and dicomfited vifages of the miferable
groupe whom I fee before me. Sir, 1 congratulate you on the
candid avowal of the Neoble Lerd who has juft fat down, he bas
expofed this project in its naked hideoufnefs and deformity 3 he
has told us that the wneeceflity  of facrificing our independance,
flows from the natore of our connexien ; it 18 now avowed that
this meafure does not flow from any temporary caufe, that it is
not produced in eonfequence of any late rebellion, "6r accidental
difturbance in the eountry, that its neceffity does not arife from
the danger of modern political innovations, or from recent at-
tempts of wicked men to feparate th<s country from Great Bris
tain ; no, we are now informed by the Noble Lord, that the
conditien of ourflavery is engrafted on the principle of our com-
nexion, and that by the decrees of -fate Ireland has been doomeda
dependant colony from her cradle. 1 truft that after this barefaced
avowal there can be little difference of opinion, I truft that every
honeft man who regards the {reedom of Ircland; or wha regards
the connexion with England, will by his vote on this night re-
fute this unfounded and feditious do&rine ; goed God, Sir, have
1 borae arms to crufh the wretches who propagated the falfe and
wicked creeds ¢¢ that Britifh connexion was hoftile to Infh free.
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dom ;" and am T now bound to combat it, coming from the lips
of the noble Lord who is at the head of our Adminiftration ?

~ But, Sir, in anfwer te the affertion of the noble Lord, I will
quote the authority of the Duke of Portland in his fpeech from
the throne' at the end of the feflion of 1782, « that thetwo
kingdoms are now one, indiflolubly conne@ted by unity of
conftitution and unity of interclt, that the danger and fecurity,

the profperity and calamity of the one muft mutually affe@ the

other—that they ftand and fall together.” I will quote the au-
thority of the King, Lords and Commons of Ircland, who afferted
and eftablifhed the Conflitution of our independant Parliament
founded on that connexion, and the authovity of the. King,
Lords and Commons of Great Britain, who adopted and con-

Mirmed it, With as little profpeét of perfualion has the noblc

Lord cited to us the example of Scotland, and as little am 1
tempted to purchale, at the expence of two bloody rebellions, a
ftate of poverty and vaffallage, at which Ireland in her worft ftatc,
before fhe attained a free trade, or a fre¢ Conftitution, would
have fpurned. But, Sir, the noble Lord ddes not feem to repofe
very implicit confidence inhis own arguments, and he amufes you,
by faying, that in adopting this Addrefs you do not pledge your-
felves to a fupport of the meafure in any future ftage, " Be aware of
this. delufion.  If you adopt this Addrefs, you facrifice your
Conflitution : you concede the principle, and any future enquiry

‘can onlg be as to the terms : as to them you need entertain no

folicitude ; on the terms yeu can never difagree: give up your
independance, and Great Britain will grant you whatever terms
you defire : give her the key, and fhe will confide every thing to
its protection. There are no advantages you can afk which fhe
will not grant, exaétly for the fame reafon that the unpriocipled
fpendthrift will fubferibe without reading it, the bond which he
has no intention of ever ‘difcharging. I fay therefore, that if
you ever mean to make a fland for the liberties of Ireland, now,
and now only, is the moment of doing it.

But, Sir, the freedom of difcuffion which has taken place on
this fide of the Houfe has, it feems, given great offence to Gen-_
tlemen on the treafury bench ; they are men of nice and punéti-
lious honour, and they will not endure that any thing fhould be
faid which implies a refle€tion on ' their untainted and virgin inte-
grity., They threatened to take down the words of an honour-
able Gentleman who fpoke before me, becaufe they conveyed an
infinuation, ‘and I promifed them on that occafion, that if the

fancy for'taking down words continued, I would indulge them in

it to thetop of their bent. Sir, I am determined to kee my

word with them, and I now will not infinuate, but I will direétly

affert, that bafe and wicked as is the obje& propofed, the means

fed to effe@ it have been more flagitious and abominable | Do
L3



48 PARLIAMENTARY.

you choofe to take down my words ? Do you dare me to the proof ?
Sir, I had beeninduced to think that we had at the head of the
executive Government in this country, a plain honeft foldier, un-
accuftomed to and difdaining the intrigues of politics, and who,
as an additioval evidence of the direénefs and purity of his views,
had chofen for his Secretary a fimple and modeft youth ( Puer in-
genui vultus ingenuique pudoris ) whofe inexperience was the youcher
of hisinnocence ; and yet I will be bold to fay, that during the
Viceroyalty of this unfpotted veteran, and during the Admini-
itration of this unaffuming Stripling—within thefe laft {ix weeks—
afyftem of black corruption has been carried on within g!'ie walls
of the Caftle, which wonld difgrace the annals of the worlt period
of the hiftory of either country. Do you choofe to take down
my words ? 1 need call no witnefles to your bar to prove them. I-
fee two Right Honourable Gentlemen fitting within your walls,
who had long and faithfully ferved the Crown, and who have
been difmifled, becaufe they dared to exprefs a fentiment i favour
of the freedom of their country. 1{ee another Honourable Gen-
tleman, who has been forced to refign hisplace as Commiffioner
of the Revenue, becaufe he refufed to co-operate in this dirty job
of a dirty adminifiration: do you dare to deny this? I fay that
at this moment -the threat of difmiffal from office is fufpended
over the heads of the Members who now fit around me, in order
to influence their votes on the queftion of this night, involving
every thing that can be facred or dear to man : do you defire to
take down my words ? Utter the defire, and I will prove the truth
of them at your bar.  Sir, Twould warn yon againit the confe-
quences of carrying this meafure by {fuch means as this, but that
1 fee the necefiary defeat of itin the honeft and univerfal indigna-
tion which the adoption of fuch means excites: I fee the protec-
tion again{t the wickednefs of the plan, in the imbecillity of its
execution, and 1 congratulate my country, that when a defign
was formed againft their liberties, the profecution of it was en-
trufted to fuch hands as it is now placed in. The example of the
Prime Minifter of England, imitable in its vices, may deceive the
noble Lord, The Minifter of England has his faults: he aban-
doned in hislatter years the principle of Reform, by profefling
which he had attained the early confidence of the people of Eng-
Jand, and in the whole of his political conduét he has fhewn him-
{elf haughty and intradtable ; but it moft be admitted that he is
endowed by nature with a towering and tranfcendant intelleét, and
that the vaftnefs of his mortal refources keeps pace with the
magnificence and unbonndednefs of his projeéts. I thank God,
thac it is much more eafy for him to transfer his apoftaly and his
infolence, than his comprehenfion and fagacity ; and I feel the
fafety of my country ig the wretched feeblenefs of her enemy. I
capoot fear'that the Conititution which has been formed by the
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wifdom of fages and cemented by the blood of patriats and or
‘heroes, 1is .to'%e {mitten to its centre by fuch a green and limber
twig as this.  Sir, the Noble Lord has fhewn guch forprife that
he fhould hear a doubt exprefled woncerning the competence of
Parliament to do this 2&, I am forry that T alfo mult contribute
to increale the furprife of the Noble Lord; if I miftake not,
his furprife will be much augmented before tlis quefion fhall be
difpofed of, he fhall {ee and hear, what he has never before feen or
heard, and be made aaguainted with fentiments to which probably
his heart has been a Hranger.  Sir, I'in the moft exprefs terms
.deny the compcetency of Parliament to do this a&t, I warn you,
do not dare to lay your hand on the conftitution, I tell you that

if circumftanced as you wre; you pafs this act it will be a mere

nullity, ‘and that no maq in Ireland wikk. be hound te obey it; I
makethe affertion deliberazely; I repeat it, and T call on any
sean who hears me to take down my words, you have not been

clected for this purpofe, you are appqinted to_make laws and not

Tegiflatures ; you are appomtt'd to at under the copltitution and
not to alter it you are appamted to exercile the funéions of le-
giflators and not to transfer them ; angd if you do fo your aét is a
difiolution of the Government, you refolve fociety into its origi-
nal elements and no man in the land is bound to obey you. Sir,
{ ftate do&rines which are ot merely founded in the immutabls
laws of truth and reafon, I ftate not gmerely the opmions of the
ablelt and wifeft men who have written on the f{cience of (Govern-
ment, bat I ftate the prallice of our conftitution as fettled at the
zra of the revolation, and I ftate the doftrine nnder which the
Houfe of Hanover derives its title to the Throne. Has the King a
righttotransfer his crown? Is he competent to annex it tothe crown
of Spain oy any other country 2 No, but he may abdicate 1t, and
<every man who knows the conftitution knows the confequence,
the right reverts to the pext in fuceedlion ; if they all abdicate, jt
reverts to the people. "Lhe man who queftions this doétrine, in
the fame breath muft arraign the Sovereign on the Throne as an
ufurper, are you competent to tramsfer your legiflative sights to
the French Conneil of Tive Hundred? are you campetent to
transfer them to the Entifh Parliament? I anfwer, no. It
you transfer you abdicate, and the great ariginal truft refults
to the people from whom it iffued, yourfelves you may extin-
guith; but Parhament you cannot extinguith 3 it is enthroned in
the hearts of the people; it is enfbrined in the fan@uary of the
conftitution 3 it is immortal as the iland which it prote&ts, as
well might the frantic fuicide hope, that the a& which deftroys.
his miéwplg body fhould extinguith his eternal foul; again I
therefore. warn yon * do not dare to lay your hand on the con-
ftitgtion,” it is above your powers. Sir, I do not fay that Par-
“fiament and people by mutual 1conﬁent and co-operation may not
et 1
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change the form of their conftitution, whenever fuch a cal: arifes
it muit be decided by its own merits, but-fuch is not this cafe;
if government confidersthis a feafon peculiarly fitted for ‘experi-
ments in conftitution, they may call upon the people ; I afl ave you
ready todo fo ? ‘Are you ready to abide the .cvent:of"{mh‘.:u{ép.
peal? “What is it you mult n that event fubmit to the/people ¢
Mot this particular projeé@, for if you diffolve the prefedt form of
government they become free to choofe dny othery you fling
‘them to the fury of the tempelt, you mult ¢s on them to
unhoule themfelves of the eitablithed conftftution and to fafhion
‘to themf{clves another,  Dafk again, is'this the timé for an ex-
periment of that nature ? Thank God the people have manifefted
no fuch with, <fo far as they ‘have fp()k(".l‘i,*:lh(’.il‘ ‘voice has
been decidedly againft this daring wwnoyation, you know that no
vaice will be uttered in its favour, and you' casmot be infatnated
€nough to take confidence from the fildnee which prevails in fome

~parts of the kingdom, it you know howto.appreciate that filence,

it is more-formidable than the molt elamorous oppofition, you
may be vived and fhivered by the lightning before you hear the
peal of thethnnder. But Sir, we are told that we fhonld dil-
cuis this queftion with calmrefs and conrpofure, I am called on to

“furrender my bisth-right and my hopour, and I dm told 1 fhould

‘b2 calm and fhould be compofed. - Natiu:;ql_pride ! indep’endanc'é
of our country ! thefe we are told by the Noble Lord, are vulgar
topics fitted only for the meridian of 2 mob, but unworthy to

“be nicationed to fych an.enlightened aflembly as this ; they are

trinkets and gew gaws fit to catch the fancy of childith and un-
thinking people’ hke you, Sir, or like your predeceffor in that
‘chair, but utterly tnworthy the conlideration of this Hopfe, or
the matured underftanding of the Noble Lord. who condefcends

ctoinfbiodt it,  Gracious God! we fee a Pery rcafcending from

the tomb and railing his awful voice to warn us againft the furren-
der of our freedom, and we fee that the prond and yirtuous feel-

angs which warm the brealt of that aged and venerable man, are

only calculated to exvits the contempt of this young philofopher,
who has “been tranfplanted from  the nurlery to the cabinet, to
cutrage,the frelings and underftanding of the country, But Sir,
I will be fehooled and I will ‘endeavour to argue this gugﬂioh as
calmly and frigidly as I am defired to do, and fince we are told
that' this' is a meafure intended for our benefit, _and that it is
through mere kindnefs to uns that all thele extraordinary means

“have been reforted to,"I will beg to alk, how .are we to be benefit-

ed #Ts it commercial benefit that we are to obtain? I will not
dctainthe Houle with a minute detail on this part of the, fubjeét ;
atthas been fully difcuffed by able men, and it is well known that

~we are alpeady poflefled of every thing material which could be

Gelived in that refpedt 5 but I fhall. fubmit fome ohsious confidera-
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vions.—I wave the confideration, that under any Union of Legil-
. Tarures, the conditions as to trade between the two countrice maflt

be cither free ports which would be ruinous to Ireland, or equal®

daties which would be' ruinous to Ireland, or the prefent duties

made perptiudd, which would be ruincus to Iteland, or that thé’

duties muft he left open'to regulation from time to tinre by the
united Parhiment, which' would leave us at the mercy of Great
Britain.—=T will wive the ¢onfideration, that tlie Miniitér has not
yet thought fit to' tell us what we are to gety and ‘what 15 fll
ftronger, »at 1o man amongf us has‘any definite idea of what we
are to'alk, and I will content myfelf with afking this queftion,—
is your commerce in fuch a‘declining défperate fate, that you are
obliged 1o velurt toirrevotable meafures in order to retradt it ? Or
is it at the very moment wlhied it is advancing-with rapid profperity
beyond all exaniple’ and above all hope ? Is it L fay at fuch a timé
that you think " it wile to'bring ydur conﬁﬁilti‘ofi‘rto market, and
ofter it to' fdlY, in' ordér to obtiii advantigéf, the aid of ‘which
you do not require, and'of the narure of “which you have not any’
definite idea,—a word mivre, and I have done as to' conimerce :
fuppofing thur great adVantages were to be“obtlined, and that
thicy were pecified and ftipulated fors whit is your fecurity 'thit
thettipulation’ will be obférved ? Is ft” th¥failh of treatics ! What
tieaty more {olemn than'the fitfal conftitutional tréaty between the
two'kingdoms” in'1782, which'you aré’ now called on to'vielaté ?
What' veaty more folemn’ than your “crigitial coripad with the
people which you are now called'on'to viclate ? [sit riot'a mockery
to' fay that the Parliament of Ireland'is” comp&tent to acnul 1tfelf,
and to'deftioy the orfginal edmpi With the people and the final
compa&t of 1783, and’ that the Parliarhent of the empire will
not be compdtent to :mnt\l":_ﬂ‘iﬁ comtnercial reghlitionof “the arti-
clés of Unioh 2 And heére)t Siv, T take leave of this part of the
queftion ; indeed it is only 'uﬁi‘& to Government to ackhuv«'lcdgb;
that they do’ nbt” much rely'oft thcommercial benehits to be ob-
tained by the Union, they have beeti rather held oit in the way
of indocent urtifice to delude the people Ifo_r their own good 5 but
the real objects are differeit, though ftill merely for the advantage
of Ivclatd ;—what are thofé other objefts ? to prevent the re-
cutrefice of rebellithi, aid to put an end to domeilic diffenfions ;
give me lcave to dfle,” Sir, how was that rebellion excited ? Lwill
not enduive inta 168 renfotd caufés, I do not wifh to revive un-
pléafant recollé€tivns, or 1o fay ary thing whick might bé confider-
ed ag invidiols ‘to'the rovérnnient of the Country—but how wis
it immediately - exditéd? by the a%ency of a party of levellers
afluatede by Frénch prdciples, inftigated by French'intrigues,
and“ fUppoied by the pronilfe of ' Frénch’ co-aperation. This
party;hal h&ﬁ"ta&?'ngft"tn'{.‘-.}f,’ was il itfelf contemptible—how did
it béeome formidubly ? by opératiug oh the wealthy, well'infoimed,

.
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and moral inhabitants of the north, and perfuading them that,
they had no Conllitution, aud by inflilling palatable poifons into:
the minds of the rabble of the fouth, which were prepared to
receive them by being ina flate of utter ignorance and wretched -
nefs. How will an Union effeét thofe pre-difponent caufes? Wik
you counciliate the minds of the northern, by cgticatdrfig.dll the
defeéts of the Conflitution and then extinguifhing it, by draining
liis wealth so {upply the contributions levied by, an unperial Par-
hament, and by outraging all his _rcligipus and ‘moral feclings by
the means which you ufc to accomphifh this abominable projeét 7 -
and will you not by encouraging the drain of abfentecs, and taking
away the influcnce and example of refident gentlemen, do eve

thing in your power to aggravate the poverty, and to fublimate
the ignorance and bigotry of the fouth ? Let me afk again, how
was that rebellion put down 2 by the zeal and loyalty of the gen-
tlemen of Ircland, rallying round whatd—a reed fhaken by the
winds ; a wretched apology for a minifter who neither knew how
to give, or where to feek prote@ion? No, but round the laws and
Contilitution, and independance of the Country.—What were the
affeCtions and motives which called us into ation ?—To proteét
our families, our properties, and onr Kbertics. What were the
antipathies by which we were excited >—Qur abhorrenee of French
principles and French ambition. What was it to us that France
was a republic? T rather rejoiced when I faw the ancient defpo-
tifm of France pulled down. What was it to us that fhe de-
throned her monareh? I admired the virtues, and wept for the
fufferings of the man, but as a nation it affe@ed us not. The
realon I tock up arms and am ready ftill to. bear them againit
France, is, becaufe fhe intruded herfelf upon our domeftic con-
cerns, becaufe with the rights of man, and love of freedom on
her tongue, I {ce that fhe has the luft of dominion in her heart ;
becaule, wherever fhe has placed her foot fhe has ereéted her
throne, and that to be her friend or her ally is to be her tributary
and her flave.—Let me afk, 1s the prefent conduét of the Britith
inilter fitted to augment or to transfer that antipathy 2 No, Sir,
I will be bold to fay, that licentious aud impious France in all
the unreltrained excefles which anarchy and atheifm have given
birth to, has not committed a more infidious aét againit her
encmy than is now attempted by the profeffed champion
of the caufe of civilized Europe againft a friend and an ally in the
hour of her calamity and diftrefs, at a moment when our Couutr

i5 Gilled with Britifh troops, when the layal men of Ireland are
fatigued and exhaulted by their efforts to fubdue rebellion—efforts
is which they had fucceeded before thofe troops arrived-—whilit
our-Habeas Corpus aét is fufpended, whillt trials by court martial
are carrying on in many parts of the kingdom—whilft the people,

are taught to think that they have no right to mect or to delibes-
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e, aud whillt the great body of them are fo palfied by theiv .
- fnm worn uou.nf

1s {carcdy able to mufc them from their lethargy—at the moment
whea we are diftrated by domellic diffenfions—diffenfions artfally
kept alive as the pretext fot our prefent {ubjugation, and the mm
flrument of our future thizldom.—Sir, 1 thank Admigiflration,
for this mealure—they are, withont intending it, putuugm end
Lo our d;ﬂ'cnﬁons,—-—thmu h this black vcloud which they have
colle@edover ns, 1 feethe hght breaking in upon this unfortunate
Country ; they have compoftd our dillenfions, not by fomeating
the embears of alingering and fubdued rebellion—ant by hallooisy
the Proteftant againtk the Catbolic and the Catholic ag:unit the
Protefiant—not by committing the North aganit the South—not
- by ingogfittent appeals to local or to party prejudices = No, but by
the avowal - of this atrociens coslpicacy agelt the lderties of
Arcland, théy have dubdued cvery petty fw;hng and {ubordinate
diltiadtien, —T 'y have uniteéd every rank anddelcription of aeu
Ly the prelbat of) this graad and momentous fubkjedt, and I ecll
them, that they will {ce every hoveft and ¢ndcpendast man in’
{reland wally round tier Cunilitution, angd mefge cvery other cone
{idevatioa in his oppolitien to this ungenerows and odious meafare 3
for vy awn part, Lwill relt it to the {aft galp of my exifleies
aud with the {ak drop of my bldod, @ud when 1 {cel the hoar
of ay diffelntion -apps"ﬂachm 4 will, dike the father of
Heanbal, take miy childvensea, the altar and {wear them to
eternzl hoflility againft the davaders of their Country’s freadom.
iz, § beg I may ot be mifunderllood, when I {aid that an un-
genereus advantage was tabeiof the moment when Britith tro0ps
were in this countryy 1 did not mean to ;mputx. the bafe motive
to the Britifh people or 26 the Britifh {oldier, in the contrary I am,
<oavinced ir my <oafeicuce that they were fent here from the
molt friendly with to prate& this kiagdem' and that they came,
and comiaue heve withs che {ame homourable and - affe@ionate
wiews ; {velpedt the Bruith foldier, I recrived him as afriendand
aa aﬁy, as fuch¥ &4 refpedt and ‘efivem him; and 1 Teed affured
that he newer 'qﬂd raifc b fword to {tab che hbmu:s of Irdland,
when he knows that the Life bloed of En land sl iffac t’n‘uugh
the woumd iacqmt the posple of Great Britain of ail fhate in
this bale sramlafiion, I amn futisked # would bHe rendered hnally
abertive their wildom andis'\tlwmm, even if we were wantin
to 1 confider it mevely au the project of a defperate mi-
micﬁauimfcds that e may be callod to a fevere account by his
country try at nowvery ‘diffant peciod, and woeuld enable him{elf ta fay

< setiegd have delnded and iraposeridied you, but in return T have
‘ 'ﬂ" Ireland, theee fhe lics fetiered at Vo ;cgt, ule her
&4 ag'you pleale.”™ Sur, I thall mot detain you b}r purfumu- thie
gm:!.wn thyough the topica which it fo abuadantly offrs, 1 hevld
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their exertions, that even the vital quettion
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be proud to think my name might be handed down to pofterity in"
the fame roll ‘with thofe difinterefted patriots, who have fuccefs="
fully refiited the enemies of their country ; fuccefsfully I truft it
will be, in' all events I have my ¢ excéeding great reward,” I
fhall bear in'my heart the confcioufnefs of having done my duty,
and in the hour of death I fhall'not be haanted by the réflexion
of having bafely fold or meanly abandoned the liberties of my na-
tive land. Can every man who gives his vote on the othier fide this
night lay his hand upon his heart and make the fame deelaration ?
I hope {o 5 it will be well for his own peace, the indignation and
abhorrence of his counerymen will not accompany’ him through
life, and the curfes of his children will not follow him to his grave, |

Mr. C. Ossorne fupported the Union, on the firmelt convic-
tion of its propriety and neceflity to preferve the connexiom
between both countries, and fecure the tranquillity of Ireland.

Right Hon. Georce Ocre.—I fhall be but fhort in this ftage
of the bufinefs. It has ever been, on all great and cenftitutional
queftions, an invariable maxim of mine, that a reprefentative of
the People, when he has really and unequivocally been made ac-
gnainted with the withes and feelings of his Conftituents, fhould
obey them : I can have no doubt of the fentiments of my Con-
ftituents, and they fhall be the guide and rule of my condutt.
I ever I thall be fo unfortunate as to differ with them in opi-
nion on any great political fubje@, I know full 'well the duty I
owe to them and to myfe—T would refign thatfacred truft they
confided to me inviolate ; I will never hold it to betray them -
My governing principle in life has ever been to preferve and
maintain our happy Conftitution in Church and State, as found-
ed at the glorious Revolution ; and I will add the Proteftant Af-
cendancy of Ireland, though I may be looked upon as one of the
bigotted Seét ‘who have fallen under the difpleafure of fome of
the Gentlemen who have fpoken in this debate. I fhould care-
fully have avoided touching upon that fubjet at all, had not
Gentlemen. fet me the examplé :© But why are we called Bigots 2
were we the. aggreffors ? No, Sir, the attack was made upon _us,
and we have only acted on the defenfive, in fupport of the:
Conftitution handed down to us by our Anceftors.—I will not
trelpals further at this late hour; it' would be impoffible for me
to throw any new light upon a [ubjeft fo amply and fo fully
debated ; T will vote for the amendment, as I execrate the prin-
ciple of the Union ; and if the Apirit and virtue of the Houfe,
fhould not now put a ftop to its further progrefs, I will oppole it
moevery ftage, :
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Mr. Haroy after fome prefatory matter, obferved that all
which he had heard that night, only confirmed him in his original
fentiments as to the extraordinary bufinels then in agitation,
Had any doubts remained on his mind as to the impolicy of fuch a
meafure as a Legiflative Union between the two countries, the
arguments adduced by thole gentlemen who were advocates for that
meafure mult have entirely removed thofe doubts, and more firong-
ly induced him to fupport the Amendment of the Hon. Gentle-
man, (Mr. G. Ponfonby) on the floor. He apologifed to the
Houle for rifing at that unfeafonable hour (5 o’clock on Wednef-
day moraing) but fo many gentlemen exprefled fuch anxiety to de-
liver their fentiments againlt this meafure, that he was happy in
.8iving way to them, “ No wonder,” continued he < that thole
gentlemen exprefled their fentiments not only with pecaliar ability,

- but with a zeal, afervour, and animation hitherto unexampled n

this Houfe, and from which T augur the moft beneficial confe-
quences,” A learned awd refpectable gentleman, (Mr. C. Of-
borne) had faid that the great obftacles to. the attainment of a
Union, were local interelts, and commurcial jealoufies, forgetting
at the fame time that thefe local interelts, and commercial jealou-
fies had fo uniformly and fatally prevailedin that very Parliament,
with which it is now propofed to incorporate ourlglves, that the
queflion of a Union was in a great meafure generated by them,
Lhey have not yet fubfided, and 'in all probability never will, if
Ircland thercfore now indulged thofe local jealouties on her part,
Abe only copied the example of England, and it is no confolatory
_profpect to find on the outfet of this queftion, the fifter kingdoms
employed in mutual recrimipations on this head, The learned gen-
tleman has alfo faid, that he looked back with pride and fatisfac-
tion to the year 1782, but the principal fource of his fatisfation
in indulging fuch a retrofped is, it feems, derived from the pow-
er which Ireland then abtained, (being raifed to a fituation fhe
never enjoyed before) of negociating with more effeét fuch a trea-
ty of Legiflative Union as is now in the contemplation of Minif-
ters, that we are more enabled by that revolation to make better
terms with Epgland in cale a Union fhould be propofed to us,
than otherwife we fhould have been. T confefs this appears rather
extraordinary to me, that independance, greater wealth, a higher
rank among nations, muft entitle this country, or any country,
to treat on a broader and more permanent bafis, than poverty, and
fubjugation €an ever afpire to, can admit of no quellion; but ac-
_cording-tdlt’his explanation of the tranfattions of 1782, Ireland
only rofe higher at that time, to be now more precipitant in her
downfall, ﬁrgd. the freedom, the -pride, the dignity of that cele-
_bra;ca year, have only, it feems, facilitated, or were only meant to

u.f,agiﬂt’gte the thraldom of 1799. -
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The Noble Lord, (CaﬂI&éagh) who, if Iknow 2oy thing of

“the temper of the Houfe and the fpirit pow fo alive amonyf2 us,
‘mult totally fail in this bulinefs, (God forbid Mr. Speaker that be
fhould fucceed) has given it 2s his decided opinion, thoy'norhing
but a Leg_iﬂ&tive Union eon cfieGually feeme the connexion bes
tween the two Countrics, or prelerve the tranguilhity tml;'.gd.
If this is seally the cafe, onr Stwation is @ moft deplogable ope
ndeed 3 but ‘1 trutt that the Nople Lord’s opinion does not relt
on the mol} fecure foundation :— i, with regard toflzengthening
the connsxion between the two Countines.. I afic anythigking,
smpartial man, does he yeally imagine that 3 this, projecied
TTnion was to take place tosmorrow, it weuld gire one additionyk
foldier or failor to the Britilh empive 7 It would not'; f astach-
‘ment ta England and Britifle connesion, if layalty cahnot giwe
foldiers or fcamen, I beligve it weold be vaimto look for thems
from a Union. But attachment to England and loyalty to his
Majefly, at prefent fupply beth in abundauge without this Union 5
and then come his Majcf%'}"s Mini{ters, with their plans and therr
projeéts, tormenting shemfelves and the Country with a propofed
icheme of legiflative incorporation, which, if any thiug eould
weaken owr attachment ‘or diminih ovr loyaity., would mofi
fpeedily effeGuate both, and this, they cally {trengthening the con-
nexion ji—on what can any fugh connexion relt 2 On the semoual
of all pational diftinétions, and the improvement of our alfellions
cowards our Lnglifh fllow {ubjeéts. What nationz2l diltin&lon
would this Uniop remowe, or what affe@ion wounld 1t augment ?
Are the mame of Scpt -and. Englifiman Convertible teyms ? Yeg
“almeft a century has elapfed {nice the Scotch Union 3 will it take
“a fmaller or greater portion of time to merge the dillintion-be-
tween Englihman and Irifhman ? Have fix centuries, with fuch a
mixture of Englifth blood in almoft all 0wy veins, made any progrels
towards it 2 Butit isin vain alking fuch guettions, a ‘fchool boy
might anfwer them, apd yet Ratelmen feewr to forget them. If,
indeed, there had been on the part of the Irifh Parliamment, fome-
thing like difloyalty to the Crown, or difinclination to participate
“in the burthens of the was, the advocates for this meafure might
put forth their favourite pofition—that the Parligment of Ireland
bad heen found inadeguate to every urpofe "of imperial coneern,
or to make ufe of the words of the Noble Lord, a Union is now
neceffary to Arengthen the connexion between the two Countries.
But, fays the Noble Lord, it is alfo neceffary to fecure the inter-
nal tranguillity of Ireland. This s the opinion of the Noble
Lord 3 but I have not heard him give any reafon for this epinion,
at leaft fuch a one as could convince me. But, H one great ob-
Sect of the Union is the internal peace of the Country, whick
eannot be obtained withont it, that is, in other words, withont
dilbanding the prefent Irifh Parliament 3 then, it {eems, we azg

1
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curfelves the grm eneitiles to this tranquillity ; the Irifh Par-
liament i the fotirce of all dxf‘ordef, all dlﬁurbance—-lr.eland
cafindt enjoy peact on account of its own legiflators ; thofe very
legiflators, the majority of which' his Majefty’s Mmlﬂ;ers in
England,’ and the noble Lord alor? with them, have been in the™
habits of upholding, of panegyrizing on all occafions whatever
Lord Chefterfield fays, that all large affemblies are mobs ; but at
this rate,a more dangerous -and defperate mob' than the Irith
Patliariient riever was colle@éd together, for, *till we are difperfed,
his Majefty’s Minifters candidly confefs, that they find themfelvcs
utterly unable to preferve the peace of the Country, Really, Sir,
if the Mcmbers of both Houles of Pailiament, after fo long
looking: up to the noble Lord for fupport, and’ being fo long
humbly acquiefcent in his meafures, are now to fubmit to this,
they mhay truly fay to him; what was faid of Lord Macartney’s
E ‘to Chma', « We came to you as paupers, we-have been
« detained by you as prifoners, and we are now difmiffed by you
¢ “aB v’agabonds »” An honourable Gentleman over the way fays,
that"this Union is the moft effe@ual mode of combating French
principles’; that'is, iv othet words, the men of largeft property
who are partlcnlarly adverfe to"thofe principles, and molt likely
when a¢ting' rightly, 'to ‘put them down, areto go away, and if the
war is continued, their places in fociety will be filled up by men of
more humble fortunes, mote aétive minds, and not only, not adverfe
to, but interefted in"the adc:ptlon and extenfion of thofe French
principles.  Is“it then by an” extin@ion of religious difcord that
this internhal peaceisto be had ? Tt may certainly, but the Union
will not bé that extingnifher. - A Rt. Hon. Baronet (Sir Joha
Blaquiete) 'afks,” if gentlemien will not try this experiment of a
Union, what mode of reftoring tranquillity will they recommend ?
The: only anfwer which I can make to this queﬁlon i8 3 put an
end to the war, ‘affitt England to the utmoft of your power in pro-
curing the means ‘of a fpeedy, and honourablé peace ; there never’
can be internal tranquillity throughout this comtry, till there is
no war; tlﬂ the difaffé&éd” in Trelaid, by that event, fee every
pmfpc& of Préench affiftance (for the prefént at lealt) votally
clofed on t theém. - This blefling may be attained without a Union,
and if it was atraided to-morrow with oié, theré is ne meafure, in
my opinion, ’ fo likely to prevent its continuance.

Thé Union with' Scotland has been meéntioned at this fide of the
H&ufc, and the Noble Lord has faid, and moft tv uly too, that it was
as much oppoféd as the Union hcrc, but then, he adds, all the pre-
phecies’ of thofe’ wha' ‘oppoled the Seoteh’ Union " have totally'
failed. Heré I beg leave to di fler from hifii in many, nay in
mbﬂr}n[lihés, thefe P'rédlﬁloﬁs hidvé not fa:lcd, it was faid thap
the Scoteh Peerage ‘would lic'at the mevey of ‘the Englith Minit-
ter, the Scotch reprefentation, defe@ive as it wasthed, would

I
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become more fo, Englith, Councils would predominate more im
Scotland than ever, and that if the articles of the Union. were
violated, Scotland would have no redrefs. All this was faid at.the -
time of the Union ; and all this has invariably proved true ‘thatt .
Scotland, has in general improved finee that time,' is equally fo ;
it may be added that Ireland has alfo improved without a Union,
but it i no fair reafoning to attribute the improvement of Secot.-
land exclufively to the Union. The affair of the Darign Compa-
ny would alone prove what exertions Scotland was even then capa-
ble of making, and confidering the Scotch chara&er, which is
acute, enterprifing, induftrious and national to the higheft degree,
there 18 ne reafon to imagine that whatever refources Scotland
had, would not in the cowrfe of a eentury have been fo far drawn
forth, as to put her in point of commercial confeguence at leaft
as far as fhe is now ; but there is no necefllity forany fuch fpecu-
lation as applied to Ircland, for every circumitance with regard to
the two conntries is totally diffimilar,  Lgok at the map, and then-
confider the " capability of Ireland comparedito Scotland, look .at
our conftitution, itwould be difficult to fay what fort of coniti-
tution Scotland had at the time of the Union: the two Houfes of
Parliament fitting in the fame chamber, the Lords of Articles
and fo on.  What is her prefent veprefentation, or from whence
is it gencrally derived 2’ The fuperiorities, as they are called, in
the counties, and the nomination in the Royal Burghs. But,
above all, the origin of the Scotch Union was totally different.
from that of Ireland, it was nat brought forward te preferve that
internal tranquillity which her cwn Legiflature was declared inca-
pable of keeping; it wasnot brought forward in the midf of
terror and diftration te Sceotland ; commercial jealoufy was cer-
tainly roufed in England by.the Darien bufinefs, but the principal
object of the Union was, as eyery one knows, the prefervation of
the fucceffion to the Crown, and whatever morrifications Scot-.
land fuffered fince, the origin of the Scotch Union never was, nor
could be half fo humiliating to Scotland, as this propofed Union.
mult be to us. Can any thing on earth be more humiliating ;.
To fay that this country, after enjoying a feparate Legiflature,
centurics upon centuries, and within thefe laft hundred years
rifing fuperior to any thing it before experienced, fhould on ac-
count of arebellion, which, whether totally extinguifhed or not,.
I do not know, but the frenzy of which did not laft more than
three months, which in point of extent was limited to five, or fix
counti€s at moit ; and in point of fupport was not upheld, by one.
member of either Houles of Parliament that I ever heard of, and.
euly countenanced by half a dozen perfons of real rank and for-
_ tune, if fo many ; that this country fhould be {o agitated by this re-
bellion, and fo thaken from its' propriety, that in a ftate of help-,
lefs imbecillity, and wretched diftrutt of one another and of Par-
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Eament, we fhould ¢all out fora Union, and as a Legiflaturé, de-
clare ourfelves incapable of removing any evil from our {country-
men, or conferring any blefling on them, this, I fay, is fuch a
procedure, fo mortifying, fo infulting, fo humiliating that I ne-
ver read or heard of any thing like it whatever. The conduct of
Denmark in the courfe of the laft century, when to get rid of an
ariftocracy, it made the King abfolute, is not half fo unjuilifia-
ble as ours will be, if we adopt this Union, for se have a Con-
ftitution, capable, if properly dealt with, of removing gy ulur-
pation, but the people of Denmark had none.

The time, the very improper time- of introducing this buﬁuefs
has been frequently mentioncd, and' ne fatisfactory anfwer can be
given on that pomt. The Minilter, infaét, -takes a moftungenc-
rous advantage in now bringing forward this Union,. the country

is defolated in many places, panic-ltrackiin all; he may- plead the

predominating neceflity of the times, but it is:alibel on the wif-
dom of Parliament, and the loyalty of the people co-operating
with Parliament in putting down  rebellion; to fay that any {nch
neceflity exifts, and I lay down this-polition, that there is no ca-
lamity to which the country has been, or can be fubjected to, no
error in our civil, or even religious polity,medef¢éive reprefenta-
tion in this Houfe, or improper introduction to the other, the-evils
of which may not be removed by ourawn-exertions, by fumplicity
and uprightnefs of dealing, by magnanimity enough to acknow-
ledge pait errors ; and equal magnanimity to amend and correct
them. ' I fay, that this is certainly 2 moit inaufpicious period for
introducing fuch a fubjeét, but I equally declare, that any time
whatever is improper for its dlfculﬁb\l, provnded Ireland is:true to

ithelf 3 if itisnot, the Union maycome on now as in {ome months

hence, in this feflion of Parliament, as well as another.

Bur what is the chara&er of this Parliament, that we are to
be incorporated with ) Ts it better acquainted with Ireland than
we are, or hias thé Minifter himfelf never complained of it’s
formation, or at leaft that-of the Houfe of Commons ? Certamly
he has ; but in latter days, he has oppofed the times as improper
for the difcuffion of any parhamcntary reform. It was, accord-
ing 'to. him, pulling down a houfe in the feafon of a hurricane,
and to prove his confiltency, he now attempts to pull down both
houfes of the Irifh Parliament, in the greatelt hurricane that Iveland
avcrexperlenced. As to the Britifh Payliament, it may be a wile,
and- dignifiedvaffembly ; but 1 f{hall ever mamtam, that, condi~

~ dering the relative circumitances of the two countncs, the Irifh

Parliamént is not {o inferior in point of probity,or capacity, as to
refign. the management of its own'concerns, and merge itfelf en-
tirely imthe fuperior and more numerous affembly.  How long
lm E‘hgland enjoyed- almoft the commerce of the world ? Hur

-
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long has Ircland enjoyed even a limited portion of it ? Compare
the wealth, the confequence, the enlarged knowledge, the inde-
pendance which fuch a commerce brings in it’s train, and - dif-
fufes over every clafs of fociety in England, and then afk, whe-
ther the Englifh Houfe of Commons, fitting now, and for ages
paftin the funfhine of fuch blefiings, ouglht not to be in proportion
more independant than the Irith, and if that is not the cafe, as
it certainly is, if we are in proportion as independant as they
are, why are gentlemen fo ready, fo obfequioufly precipitant in
abandoning their own Legiflature 2 But, fays an Honourable
Gentleman on the floor, (and he has expatiated with much elo-
quence on this point) the Englith Parliament has none of our
prejudices.—No, nor have we theirs.-f-'I'J\ey'hav'c none of our
religious, and political animefities, and the ‘members of both
Houfes in Ireland, areito be occafionally'and periodically fent
to England in order to get rid of thefe prejudices and animofities,
This is certainly a very original idea, T have read of two or
three legiflators, eminent men of antiquity, who went abroad
for the advantage of their countrymen, but it is the firt time
I ever heard of a whole Legiflature, and that too an old and
eftablifhed one, being fent acrofs the feas, in queft of improve-
ment, = This is fomething like Sir Wilful Witwoud in Congreve,
who fets out on his travels, when he is paft fifty, in order, as he
fays, to learn the languages. 1 fancy, that the Legiflature
like the Baronet, would be infinitely lefs expofed by ftaying at
home. But of all affemblies that ever exifted, for the Englith -
Parliament to. turn le&urer on prejudices and local interefts, is
furely the moft ridiculous.—The noble Lord in the courfe of his
fpeech feemed angry at the denial of the competence of Parlia-
ment to difeufs this queftion, . For my own part I think it can-
not, or at leaft it eannot deftroy itfelf. " No fuch power was
ever given to us, nor could it be given, for if more than half
the counties in lrcland petitioned” in favour' of an Union, I
think, that this Houfe could not, confiltently with its ftrick
duty, attend to fuch petitions. The people "have no right to
demand the abolition of their own independant Legiflature,
either totally, or in parf, 'The Parliament may do mich both
as to cleftorsy and “eleGed, but it cannot at its own difcretion,
nor can the people by their bidding, force it to change the
frame of the Legiflature itfelf. This would be to adopt the
principles of Mr. gPaine exaltly. For if the Legiflature, in con-

{equence of any calamity, is'to be the fport of popular caprice,
or occafional averfion, what Legiflature could poflibly ftand?
Have the people a right to call on® Parliament to make the King
ablolute, or to make his crown eleive, inftead of hereditary, as
the fucceffion is now regulated > They have juft as much right to
do fo, as without any fault affigned, tq change the hereditary ne-
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ﬁ&fzﬁeh&iu. "They form part of the Legiflature equally with
the Monarch. He may. abdicate his truft, and be removed, as
was the cafe of James II. the Commons may abdicate their
truft, and be diffolved, but the Crown cannot, as the law now
ftands, be made eledtivey nor the Commons be annihilated. I
am not to be told of what was done by Scotland. Every coun-
try mult defend itfelf, and manage its own affairs aslong as it
can, and there are numberlefs inftances in every hiltory, of the
more powerful nation obliging the weaker to acquicice. It wus
the cafe with England and Scotland, but 1 never defirc to be
annihilated by precedent, according to all the forms of departed
oppreflion. What would England fay to this prepofal? Would
fhe yield the management of her conleras to any. mation on
carth? It is not to be expected from her, and yet {he expetts
it from us. If gentlemen fay that England is the fuperior na-
tion, and that which may fuit our fituation is not to be expected
from her, I fay in anfwer to Epg}and, ¢« Keep your fuperiority,
We necither can, nor with to deprive you of it ; but ule it pro-
perly. Sic utere tuo, ut non alienum ledas. 1f Treland is the in-
fevior nation, then its independance ought te be more refpetted,
and more guarded againft ; for with fuch a powerful neighbour it
is the only fecurity we have, But admitting the right of the
people to call for a Union, I afk who, except the corporation of
Cork, has afked for it? Has Parliament, or either Houfe of
Parliament, or any body of men whatever? Jult the reverfe:
The moft refpectable public bedies, with the city of Dublin, and
. the law at their head, have remonftrated moft ftvongly againit it.
Then, it leems, his Majefty’s minifters bring it torward, the
cabinet of England, who know what is for our good better than
ourfelves, whole opinions, as in the cafe of Lord Fitzwilliam,
outweighed the unanimous voice of the Houle of Commons, who
never had any plan or fyftem for the Government of Ireland, but
confulted merely the exigence of the moment, and no more.
In 1792 they fupported the Proteftants ; at the latter end of that
year, Dumourier’s arms prevailed, and in the beginning of 1793,
they favoured the Catholics. In 1795 they again abandoned
them, and thus having gone through a variety of fchemes, they
come at lalt tothe extremeft bound of their policy, and they
propofe a Union.  This, they think, is to clofe all diffcrences.
Suppofe it does vot, and 1 am certain it will not, what will they
propofe nexe? A diffslution of the Union, or dragooning, or
what ? Did not thicfe miniflers, or at leaft the major part of them,
guarantee. the final conftitutional adjuftment of 1782 ?  One of
them moved the Aét of Renunciation in the Engiith Houfe of
Commons. And what was that? An entive furrender of all
daim to legiflate for us on the part of the Britifh parliament for
gver. ‘That the Kiug, Lords and Commons of Ireland fhould
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alone make laws to bind Ircland ; not a word of the E lith or
Scotch reprefentatives ; but it feems they are now to leg%:fot
us, or to co-operate with us in the proportion of five to o ~la
fact, we are to farrender our fuperintending authority to them.
We are, like King Lear, fo bowed down with imbecillity, that
we muit get rid of the cares of government for “"""‘ﬁ‘h a
furrender is to be made, I can {uppofe our Parliament fling
thefe Britifh reprefentatives in the words of Lear himfelf ;

L Y

* We do inveft you jointly with our power,
“ Pre-eminence, and all the large effeéts e
“ That troop with majetty.  Ourfelf by mon hly courfe
“ With refervation,of a bundred Enights,' [ '

““ By you to be fuflain’d, fhall our abode .

Make with you by due turns, Meaatime

“ We fhall prelerve the name, > Gt
¢ The fway, revenue, execution, 't%;ﬂ,

-

o

¢ Beloved friends, be your’s. ‘Whichi to confirm -
*  This coronet part betwixe you,’ ™

If we do part with this coronet, I am afraid that like Lear,
there.will. be bitter compunétion and repentance on our part, and
perfidy and ingratitude on theirs, - But, Sir, the treaty of 1782
was final and irrevocable, and always confidered fo, -~ An adjuft-
ment merely commercial and no more, was alfo propofed, but- to
this hour was not acted on ; bat the A& of Renunciation guaran-
teed our Independance and Conftitution, and if thofe minifters
now attempt to violateuit, they will aét towards this Country as
the late King of Pruffia adted towards Poland ; for under his
aufpices the people of that country formed an excellent Conftitn-
tion, which would have fecured to them happinef(s and indepen-
dance, and he was the firft to betray them and deftroy that Conftitu-
tion. And are we todubmit to this? And is the teprefentative
of the Englith Minifter to fit here, like the Ruffian ambaflador
at Warfaw, telling us of our dependance, and by intimidation
(for'what. elfe is meant by difmiffing two principal “officers of the
Crown) and. by influence, forcing us to accept this Union,~and
with fifty thoufand men at his back ;—but let me do jultice : they
were brought here from neceflity, and it is very generally faid, that
{everal of that moft refpeétable body, the Englith militia, exprefled
their private feclings on the fubjeét, and declared they never
would co-operate with the Minifter in this bufinefs, if he was fo
unwile as to puth it againft our inclinations, which I cannot think
be will, “Such fentiments do them honour— they form the only
true Union between Englithmen and Irithmen—the form the
‘only permanent jun&ion between us, not the falfe minifterial he-
valdry of hands, not hearts. The noble Lord {peaks of terms ;
aftgr all that Ireland has gained, what has England to give us
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but honeft affeGtion? What bargain and fale can be made with
national independance ? At any rate, in this ftage of the bufinefs,
and the prefent queftion before us, any detail of terms would be
idle, I hope it will never be entered into. - That the Irifh Parlia-
ment, which, fince the acceflion of his prefent Majelty, has been
uniformly thanked by our fovereign for their wife and judicious
conduét, {hould now, on account of temporary calamity and no
more, be called on to folicit its own diffolution, relinquith its own
privileges, diminifh and difband its own members, record its own
imbecillity, acknowledge its inability to govern, and throw itfelf
and the Country along with it on another Legiflature, from the
thraldom of which they had fo lately emancipated themfelves, is
a moft unfeemly fpeétacle indeed ;. I fee not the fhadow of necef-
fity for fuch a propofal, and therefore 1 heartily approve of the
amendment. : '

Mr. Corry obferved that the manner in which gentlemen
treated the motion, was very unbecoming ‘the dignity of the
Houfe. "Were not gentlemen at all events bound in common ce-
remony and refpe&t to confider the Speech from the Throne ?
His Majefty, from the ‘unfortunate complexion of affairs in this
country recommended it to his Parliament of Ireland, to take mea-
fures for confolidating the connexion between both countries,
while it is'in danger of being diffolved by the attempts of an in-
vading enemy, and the machinations of domeflic traitors,

The meafure of an Union was propofed for difcuffion only ;
and though he confidered it the only means that could af-
ford fafety ta Ircland, and fécurity to the Empire, yet if ic
fhould mect the difapprobation of the Houfe, and of the peo-.
ple without doors, he had no ‘hefitation to fay, that it ought to
be r¢jected.  However, farely gentlemen would give it the dif-
cuflion it deferved, for a réjection in limine would be treating the
| fpeech from the Throne with difrefpe&t. = He afked the honour-
i" able and learned Member (Mr. Ponf{onby) what meaned his.
- amendment? He (Mr. C.) thought it merely introduced to
! mar the difcuffion. Was it not always "the ufage of the Houfe
!' $0 enquire firlt, and then rejet, if neceflary or proper? On the
Roman Catholic qicltion, there was once much difference of opi-
nion in that Houfe, and yet its merits were difcufled, it appear-
{ ed on the Journals that it met the difcuffion it deferved. Gen-
k tlemen furely would not be pledged to one fide or the other by
enquiring” what “advantages it might offer, When gentlemen
talked of their” conftituents, were they fatisfied of their loyalty,
or that they could afcertain the merits or demerits of fuch a charge?
Inftead of infpiring the mifguided people of Ireland with fidelity
and attachment to their King and Country, the language of
fome gentlemen feemed calculated to encreale their difuffection.

Ty

-
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Whae it proper to affert that England’ gave us loans' with jealoufy,
while fhe lavithed 'money on Continental “powers ? Tﬁe"réatﬁ&s'
of England to promote the convenience, and relieve the exigeri-
cies ofg Ireland, was good' policy ; and her furnifhing the Em-
peror with money' to maintain the war againit an abandoned fero-
clous eremy, whofe revolutionary ftrides were' overturning Eti-
rope..  If Mr. Pitr fupplied the¢ Emperor with money, it was
found policy, it became neceffary to affift him with'the finews of
wary leit his efforts fhould be paralyfed, and thus-no 'barrier or
check be oppofed to the fury of France. Unlefs'the Britith Mi-
nifter did fo, the treaty of Campo ‘Formio had not taken place,
and probably the French had been fuceefsful‘in their attempts to
mmvade this' country.- An honourable’ Baronet™ had faid, no ar-
gument had been offered to fhew the' expedieney of fuch an in
corporation 3 but whoever confidered the manner in ‘which the
Government of this country was obliged to be'adminiftered, muft
wifh that fome more certain and diftinét lyftem were rzforted to.
The Britifh cabinet, it was known, could controul the councils
of Ircland ; and thus, diftraltion and confufion fpoiled the ope-
rations and retarded the progrefs of ftate affairs.. Thus it ap-
peared, that unity of councils was neceffary ;- and, unlefs by an
Union of the Legiflatures, that defirable obje& could not be
obtained. Our feparate exiftence was the caufe of ourfeparate
and clafhing interefts. While our cabinets were divided by the
Britith chahnel, our government muft be fluctuating, and could
not afford us the folid and fleady bleflings of the Englifh con-
fticution. 1 : :

Thus it appearcd, that to leave our diftraQions, and get real
independence, our Councils mult directly flow from the other fide
of the water. An' honourable and learned gentleman had ufed
an impetuofity that was unbecoming the digaity of that Houfe ;
and the whole- of his temper and manner of arguing. had a ten-
dency to degrade the high charater of Parliament; he woul
put down gentlemen on his‘ fide of the Houfe for their youth,
but he trufted their propriety of deportment, and foundnefs of
argument, ‘would fhew theai more worthy of attention than many
of thofe on the other fide. The learned member qught to ob-
ferve more temperance than to affert, that {fuch a meafure, if paflcd,
ought to be refifted : he had urged that the Union with Scotland
- was noprecedent for an Union® with Ireland, but his arguments
made againft himfelf. There were many unfavourable eircum-
ftanees attaching to Scotland, unpromifing to fuch an incorpo-
vationy, which do not exift-in Ireland j the fucceflion to the Crown
of Scotland was not fettled ; the language was a good deal, and
the laws very different from thofe of England ; the people were
tmaccominodating to each other, on‘account of frequent hoftility ;
in fhort, there were various features of difcord and difference,
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#one of which attach to Ireland ; our laws, our language, our
manners, are nearly the fame with thofe of England. There is a
great intermixture of blood and property, which cements the in-
terefts, and fecures the affection of the Englifh and Irifh people,
Mr. Corry, in feveral other obfervations, concluded with an earn-

clt entreaty to gentlemen, to confider that they were not pledgeq
to the meafure by voting the Addrefs.

Mr. Coortr exprefled, that warm as was the language of fome
gentlemen, he would not agree to record in the Journals an
interdi& to the difcuflion and confideration of any Union whatever
with Great Britain; on the other hand, he was ready to pledge
himfelf never to fupport any Union which did not meet the de-
cided approbation of Parliament, and of the Pcople. e afk-
ed, if gentlemen were ready to declare that no plan, or terms of
Union could be formed, to which they would accede ? Or, did
they choefe that Ireland thould continue to be har raffed by all
thofe evils that are produced by the ftruggle for political power,
and by thofe religious animofities, which have almoft ruined the
country ? What fccunty or comfort can we expeét in Ircland, fo
long as we are hoftile to one another, and fo long as our paffions
and prejudices can be raifed againft one another? If a Union can
be formed, which may remove thofe evils, and reltore fecurity
and ¢ranquillity, it is a ftrong meafure to rejeét the difcuffion of it.
This meafure ought to be viewed in a broad fcale, and not con-
fined to the narrow or local policy of one town or county. It
has' been argued, that a Union will encourage France to invade
us; hiltory, however, proves that France has been always play-
ing the game of feparating Ireland from England, by raifing up
religious and political animolities : If, therefore, a Union {hould
have the effe of removing thofe calamities, France would ceafe
to have ‘the fame encouragement to invade us. In the reign of
Elizabeth, when Auftria 2imed at univerfal monarchy, Phlllp the
Second conﬁantly ftruck at Queen Elizabeth in Ireland, by fend-
ing agents here, and by landing defultory expeditions in Kcrr},
at Kinfale, and at Donegal. When France became the enemy
of England during the civil wars, fhe employed the Pope to
fhake the Engllfh connexion here by fending’ his Nuncio and an
Italian army to feparate the two countries ; an attempt which was
defeated by the fagacity and patriotifm of the Duke of Ormond,
who furréndered Dublin to the Parliament agents from England,
rather than'to the Italian Nuncio and to the Lrifh confederated
with him. The fame game was played by France, thro’ King
James IL. at the head of a French army in 1690, and continued
till the capitulation of Limecrick. The fame game was again at-
tempted by Spanifh troops in 1717, and defeated by the blockade
of Cadiz and Ferrol. The fame game was played in 1747, was

K
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defeated by Lord Anfon and Hawke : Again attempts fi
Quiberon Bay in 1760, by 16,000 men, vvhog-il were embafkm
the {quadron of Conflans; when Thurot was fent to make a diver-
fion in thie Nosth; 4nd it is in the recolléGion of every one of
us, what have be¢n the attempts of France againft as thefe laff
thre¢ years; and I will venture to fay, that fo long as France
fhall expeét affiftance from our divifions, and political jealoufies,
fo long will fhe aim at wounding the Britifh empire thro’ Ircland,
It is therefore the bias of my judgment, to allow to this queftion
a fair, fober, and difpaffionate difcuffion. Much' has been faid
of the independance of Ireland ; God forbid, c%:_f Ireland fhould
ever be otherwife than rationally and honoura Iy independant !
but to a certain degree Ireland muft always deﬁrqd on Great Bri-
tain, and Great Britain depend on Ireland g .qgf-"c';onncxion de-
pends on each’ other. Independence is a phantom, .if it is not un-
derftood ; in the month of June we dep&ﬁﬁfid on Eiitim troops
to protect us from rebellion, and for the arrival of “thofe troops
what was our anxiety and impatiencé? ¢ depend on the DBri-
tith navy to protect our commerce, and, to fecure us. from inva.
fion. ‘We have not the means of raifing money for our fupport,
but guaranteed by England—Not a fhip of war to prote& us—
England at this hour pays near a million a year -to protect us,
I do not wifh to quarrel with terms; but in ftacing our independ-
arce, our fituation fhould be réfﬁgm})ered. He would fay nothing
of the detail of this mealure, but the condu& of Great Britain
1n the Scotch Union aifur'gdvflifﬁ, that the detail would be fa-
vourable to Ircland, and that revenue would not be the objeét of
Great Britain: It was not {o in the Union with Scotland, for
forty years Gredt Britain never gained any thing from the exche-
quer of Scotland,  The Scotch Union was brought about by the
whigs of both kingdoms ; and I truft and hope, that every man
who withes well to_whiggifm, will confent to the difcuflion of
this important qucition ; which, in my judgment, would ftrength-
en our connexion with Gréat Britain, and eflentially conlolidate
the permanent intéréfls of Ircland, '

Mr. D. B. Davvy—1I am not in the habit of taking up much
of the time of the Houfe, and T am fure Fhall not begin to do
{o at this late hour. My coultituents have given in their opinion,
and they have given it boldly, like Irifhmen, determined to Ka-
zard their lives and properties in defenee of the independance of
the Legiflature of their country 5 they have adjourned their meet-
g o0 another day, in order to watch over the condu@ of all
their reprefentatives ; they: have fpoken out,’ Siry and I fhall not
give a filent vote. I cuincide perfectly in every fentiment of
theira, I kaow that I cannot fay any thing o 4dd weight to the

-



PEBANTES ! 8

unanfwered, to the unanfwerable arguments of the gentlemen of
this fide of the Houfe ; but, perhaps, I fhall be able to fay
fomething to the gentlemen oppofite to me, that may have fome
effe@t. 1 remember a gentlethan in the fituation filled by the
Noble Lord, who, on an occafion liké the prefent, was l¢ft with
39 devoted victims, whillt.almoft all the property and talents of
the Houfe walked out of that bar, in fupport ‘of their coutitry.
I hope fome gentlemen, for whom I am interefted, will take
warning, and not appear agair in the fame fituation. On'a
queftion like the prefent, I believé'it is fair to fpeak of myfelf.
Thofe perfons, with whom 1 am in habits of intirpacj', have
heard me at all times, and on all occafions, fay that I confidered
there was no permanent happinefs for Ireland, no exiftence for
\Great Britain, as a great or free country, unconneted with each
ather ; feeling thus, can I vote for a.meafure which I am con-
vinced leads to feparation 2 No, Sir, I have been between 20
and 30 years in Parliament—] call God to witnefs, that in that
time I never gave a vote, which was not influenced folely by what
I thought was belt for my country ; that I never will ; and that
I will venture my life and my property in defence of the Legif-
lative Independance of Ireland.

Col. O’DoxnerL (in @ maiden [peech,}—Mr. Speaker, This is
the firft time I ever attempted to raife” my voice in any public
affembly ; nor fhould I at prefent‘,‘di_d I not nhauagine that to
give a {ilent vote on fo momentous a queftion, would be highly
criminal. Had T not been determined to oppofe fo infamous’a
meafure, previous to my coming down to this Houfe, the able
and fpirited arguments ufed this night by the oppofers of a Le-
giflative Union, would make me anxious to have my name earolled
with fuch a band of patriots,—On that fide I fce oppoling the
meafure, the landed intereft, the talents, and the integrity of the
nation : On this fide, I behold it fupported by placemen and pen-
fioners ; few only indeed: excepted.—

There is no perfon in or out of this Houfe who can be more
anxious for fupporting the clofeft conne&ion between England
and Ireland than I'have been, and ever fhall.—I have fought to
preferve it from being interrupted by external and internal foes ;
but fhould the Liegiflative Independance of Ireland be voted away
by a Parliament, which is not competent thereto, I fhall hold
myfelf difcharged from my allegiance (4 cry of order, order {)
I fay, Mr. Speaker, the conftitution will be violated—I will join
the people in preferving their rights—I will oppole the rebels in
rich cloaths with as mnch energy as I ever have done the rebels

in rags.
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Mr. Manox.—I am not one of thofe placemen or penfioners
to whom the honourable gentleman (Col. O’Donnell) fo liberally
alludes,. T love my country as truly as any one man on the other
fide of the Houfe, be that man who he may ; and . I do moft
folemnly declare, that no object of felf-intereft does, or could

- 1nfluence my vote upon this occafion, - It is not the opinion of

a day, Sir, but the beft confideration which for fome years I could
give to the fubje® now before you, that convinces me of the
advantages both to Ireland and to Great Britain, of a Legiflative
Uniop between the two countries. It is my decided opinion
that 1t is neceffary ; and were I to ftand alone upon the queition,
{ would not allow clamour and prejudice to deprive me of the
free exercife of that judgment which God has given me,

Mr. J. C. Beresrorp.—It was not wy intention to have
opened my lips this night ; the many Gentlemen who have {poken
before me on the fubjedt, and whe' have handled it in fo able a
manner, render it unneceflary for me to enlarge upon it ; and my
fecble affiftance would only have tended to fritter away their elo-
quence ; ‘but an argument that has fallen from an Hon. Mem-
ber on the oppofite fide of the Houfe, who has entreated us not
to prefs the queltion, but to give time for our conftituents to de-
clare their opinion of the matter, induces me to fay a few words,
as my fentiments on that fubjeét are perhaps a little peculiar, and
I am anxious for an opportunity of ceclaring them. In my opi-
nion a Member of Parliament is by no means bound to an impli-
cit obedience to the inftruGtions he receives from his conftituents 5
for as {foon as he is returned to Parliament by them, he ceafes to be
the Member for the individual feat for which he is returned, but
becomes a Member for the Legiflative Body of the Nation at
large, in which capacity he is not to confider the local interefts of
the nation ; for was the reprefentative to recur in every inftance
to the conftituent body, he would himfelf be but a cypher in
the Parliament,

With thofe fentiments, I feel myfelf fully at liberty to a&
according to the feelings of my own breaft in almoft every queltion
that can occur in Parliament ; but if there is any cafe that ad-
mits of exception, it is the prefent cafe, for the conftituent body
have aright to demand from their reprefentatives that legiflative
capacity which is only entrufted to him for a limited period, and
it I felt in my brealt an approbation of an Union in oppofition to
the inftructions of my cdnftituents, I fhould furrender to them that
truft, which I fhould think it bafe in me to alienate from them, I
would declare my fentiments, and refign my fecat. But it for-
tunately happens, that the opinion of oy conftituents on this
occafion perfectly coincide with my own, but had it occurred
that thay had intrufted me to fupport the meafure of a Union,
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I fhould have difregarded thofe inftru@ions ; ffor though they
might choofe to barter their rights for local conliderations, they
would have no right to pledge me, an independant Member of the
Legiflative Body, to vote away the rights of the Nation at
large. The warm friend, and the zealous advocate in the canfe
of Britifh connexion, Iiincerely lament that a queftion thould be
brought on fo replete with deftrution to that connexion. I
have the higheft perfonal regard for the Noble Lord, who in his
official capacity as Secretary has brought forward this quettion,
fo deftrudtive and detefted by the Irifh Nation.—And I am fin-
cerely forry that he has been made the inftrument to bring forward
fuch a propofition. For the Minifter of England I entertain
the higheft refpeét—I have been ever in the habits of fup-
porting his adminiitration, from an approbatien of his con-
‘du&, and am admiration of his abilities ; but no motives of per-
fonal regard, not even to my dearelt aud nearclt connexions,
could induce me to give a vote in Parliament, whereby 1 fhould
conceive myfelf acceflary to the aunihilation of the legiflative
independance of my country.

Mr. EpcworTH—in a fhort {peech delivered his fentiments
againft the meafure, and concluded with approving of the
amendment. :

Mr. Ecan—went very fully into the queftion, which he
argued with much ability, reprobating the meafure, and con-
cluded with giving his hearty fupport to the amendment,

Mr. H. OssornE faid ‘a few words in fuppert of the amend-
ment.

Dr. A. Browx—in a very neat and concife manner condemn-
ed the meafure of an Union, and declared himfelf an encemy
to it. -

Mr. Barr.—The only apology I can offer for obtruding my-
felf upon the attention of the Houfe at this hour of the debate
is, that I feel a confident hope that this unconfiitutional and
profligate meafure will never again be propounded to the Irith
Parliament ; and I am unwilling to dilmifs it from the Houle
for ever, without bearing my teftimony againtt it.

It is not my intention now to enter into any detailed difcuffion
of the fubjedt, or to confider the confequences likely to refule
from this‘meafure ; if I was difpofed to do fo, I fhould find lit-
tle difficulty in proving, that the evils arifing from it are certain,
inevitable and immedictz 3 fuch as muft end, at no very remote
period; in a total feparation from England ; or what 18 worfe,
in a regular plan of government, uniformly and fyftematically ¢n-
forced againft the will of the people by military coercion’ 1
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fhould find it ealy to prove, that the advantages which are held

eut as likely to accrue from it, are not ouly remote and precati-
ous, but that they are falfe, imaginary and delufive :  And that
even if the meafure were in itfelf a good one, the attempt to pre-
cipitate it at a time of general commotion and public £rm, analt
fuggelt a fufpicion to the mation of unfair dealing, and lay the
foundation of incurable jealoufies hereafter, W W
But I purpofely waive all fuch topics of difcuffion sand I obje&t

to the meafure on higher and more conftitutional ground 3 the in-
competence of Parliament to entertain it. My opinion’ is, that
this Parliament emanating from the people, eleCted by them, and
{ent into this Houfe for the purpofe of guarding ‘and defending
the conftitution, has no right to fubvert it ; bhas no n‘ghl: to over-
turn thole liberties, which they were appointed to defend, or to
~annihilate that power, from whence they derive their own, We
fit not here by wirtueof any original or_inherent privilege of our
own : ‘'We are the temporary truftees of delegated power : and any
a& of ours tending to defeat or betray the truft repofed in us, muit
be inconfiftent with the naturc of our authority, and cannot be
warranted by it: therefore I do net hefitate to {ay, that if this
Parhiament fhould be weak enough to pafs an a& for the {ubvyer-
fion of the Conftitution, the a& would be a nullity, and net bind-
ing upon the nation. Though we fhould vote away the Con-
ftitution, which we are appointed to maintain 3 though we fhould
pronoeunce lentence of death upon thofe liberties which have beén
entruftedto our care ; yet that:Conftitution, being the pre-exifting
and paramount authority, being the energetic and vivifying prin-
ciple of our own exiftence, would furvive an impotent vote 3
thofe liberties would ftill continue to live; I hope they will live
for ever. .

Let it not be faid,that T am founding the trumpet of fedition,
or raifing the people to refitance ; it is better to hold this lan-
guage now, thaa after the milchief is done, when no appeal lies
but to the fword, which God avert from this country ! You can-

i

not conceal from the people their own natural or conftitutional -

rights ; they know them already, they have {poken already :
And in the opinion I have given, I am only reporting the fenti-
ments exprefled by them in every county, in which they have
aflembled : T am echoing the voice of this very Parliament,
when in the year 1782, they demanded a free Conflitution, and
declared, ¢ that no power on earth was competent to bind Ire-
land, but a Parliament of its own.”’—1 am fpeaking the voice of
the Britifh Parliament, ratifying and confirming this demand-of
ghe Irifh nation, 1 am fpeaking the voice of the King himfelf,
the common parent of both countries, proclaiming  from the
throne the compaé& between the two nations, and declaring that
fhould be inviolable and irrevocable. ' ;
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¥ then this right of being governed only by our own laws, is
not only congenial to the fpirit of a free people, and efféntial to
the éxi : of liberty; bat if it has been recognized and efta-
blithed by a folemn compa& between the two kingdoms ; by whae
fpecies of Logic can we arrogate to ourfelves the power of over-
throwing ity without the clear, explicit and unequivocal affent ‘of
the people, whofe right it is, derived from nature, and confirmed
by the moft folemn and authentic public aéts. !

Let it not be faid, that this right is ftill retained by a Legif-
lative Union, or that fuch a Union would be an incorporation,
and not 2 total annihilation' of owr legiflative authority « If ‘can-
not be ferioufly contended, that any proportion of reprefentation,
which wé may expe& to bave in the Pariament of the united
kingdoms; wonld be a feather in the feale, or be of the fligiteit
pOfgblc uley in cafe of a competition of interefls: Om the con.
trary, 1 think we would be better without any reprefentation at
all ; as fome of the calamities neceffarily refulting from the mea-
fure would be. thereby mitigated: The umber of abfentdes
would be lefs ;. that fatal drain of our wealth, and our refodrces
would bé diminifhed ; and the power of the Britith Minjfter
would not reccive fo alarming an acceflion.

If then the proportion of one to fix, which we are taught to
expeét would be of no avail to protet us from the jealoufies of
the Englifh merchant, or the rapacity of the Englith Minifter ;
let us not deceive ourfelves by a name, but confider the proje@ed
Union to be, what in fa& it is, not an incorporation or partici-
pation of power, but an abfolute fubjection to the will and an-
controuled dominion of a fuperior.  Suppofe the abftrad pro-
pofition ouce made to us to pafs an "a&, abolithing for ever the
powers of Ireland to legiflate for itfelf, and declaring that it
fhould be competent to the Parliament of Great Britain to make
laws, binding this country in all cafes whatfoever 5 will any man
contend, that a propofition conceived in fuch terms could be
fupported ? Would it not outrage the feelings of every Itithman ;
and would any man deny, that it would be an infringement of the
Conflitution as fettled in 1782 ; and for that reafon, if no other
exifted, be an unwarrantable violation of the duty of Parliament,
and a breach of the truft repofed in us by our conftityents, who
fent us here to preferve and guard that Conftitution. And I
challenge an; geﬁtlcrp_an on the other fide, to thew in what refped
a law, fimilar t0"that which is now propofed, would, in point of
effe@ and operation, be more favourable to the liberties and inte-
refts of this country, than fuch an one as I have fuppofed,
Would we not thertby put it into the power of Great Britain to
make fuch laws, as might advance and promote her own interefts,
in préjudice of ours ; and what fecurity are we to have, that fhe
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would not do fo? I do not hefitate to fay, that I would con-
fider fuch a ftate, as we fhould be thereby reduced to, as a flate
utterly incompatible with civil liberty : as in fa& that kind of
connexion, which fubfifts between a viétorious nation and a con-
quered province ; and what in my mind amounts to dewnright
unqualitied flavery. It is fuch a ftate, as in my own .individual
capacity, I would rather lofe my life than {ubmit to ; and'why
Mould I feel lefs zeal for the rights of the community to.which I
belong, and which rights have been intrufted to me to defend,
than I fhould be of my own? '

Much has been faid of the tranfcendant power of Parliament,
and its omnipotence : I admit it to the utmeft extent that any
law writer ever contended ; I admit that although perithable itfelf,
yet it has a right to enaét perpetual laws, and thereby extend the
influence of its authority beyond the limits of its duration: But
fill I fay, that the correfling power remains in the hands of the
people 5 and if the Parliament thould pafs an unjuft, a tyrannical,
or an abfurd law ; yet the fucceeding Parliament, which is in
fact a new emanation from the people, has full power to correét,
to modify, or to repeal the att of its predeceffor ; and the blun-
ders or errors of this new Parliament, may again be fet right by
its fucceffor.—So that the correting power, the renovating prin-
ciple fill remains ; and the mifchief arifing from the corruption,
or the temporary fatuity of Parliament, ftill admits of a confti-
tutional and legal redrefs. Whereas if the prefent meafure is car-
ried, the evil (if it fhould prove to be onme) is without remedy ;
the unanimous voice of the whole Irifh nation, and of all their
reprefentatives in the new Parliament, would not be able to cor-
rect 1t ; the mifchief would be perpetual and irremediable.

I find at this hour I am trefpafling too long on the attention
of the Houfe ; and fhall conclude by faying, that I am not only
fpcaking the genuine opinion of an independant Member, but
what is of more confequence, the unanimous fentiments of a nu-
merous, refpectable, and uninfluenced body of eleétors.

Mr. MarTin faid he ‘perfe@ly agreed to every part of the
Addrefs, and diflented to the Amendment which had been moved
by an honourable and learned Gentleman. He begged of the
Houfe not to betray themfelves, if they even doubted ultimately the
propriety of adopting on any terms, or in any circumftances, a
legiflative Union between the two countries ;—he faid that if there
was any man who had made up his mind to reje& every poflible
propofition tending to the meafure in queftion, even that perfon
could not confiltently negative the amendment, and vote for the
original queftion—he faid a rejeion of the propofition, after fuch
a confideration would be more refpe@ful to the royal perfqnage,
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mult be infinitcly more impreffive on the fenfe of the country if
the country attended as much as they ought to it.—But he faid
he feared, and he did not choofe to ftate the reafon he had for
believing, that Parliament had furvived its characer and weorn out
of fathion.—For his part, be did not defire to fhrink from any
relponfibility attending the opinion he might hold. A Union
upon fair and equitable terms to the country he belicved was the
only mean between an oppreffive ariftocracy, and the late demo-
cratic licentionfuefs of the people.—le was forry he could not
Zgrce with any defcription of gentlemen who oppofed the Addrefs.

ome he could not agree with, for they did not agrece with
themfelves, others he had uniformly = differed from, but he
differed moft from them when they oppofed thofe meafures of
mercy, which were the firft and propitious a&s: of his Excel-
lency’s government, a&s to which we owe our prefent exiftence
as a nation, and which if they can add nothing to the full mea-
{ure of his glory, did more to fubdue the rebelhion, than all your
fanguinary laws and all the permitted excefles of them which
deluged our land in blood. 'That thofe gentlemen who fupported
the worft Parliament, and fupported with moft zeal, thofe mea.
fures that were the worlt, it did not affonifh him that they fhould
defire to perpetuate unchanged that | Parliament, which if it was
not their honour to fit in, conftituted their belt fortune.—There
wcre however others he obferved, whofe r'nconﬁﬁcncy in_this de-
bate could not be fo cafily explained,—he meant thofe men who
declared that from the manner in. which this Houfe of Commons
was eleCted and more from their perfonal condu& members had
ceafed to be in any degree the Reprefentatives of the People,— -
and in fa& that the Empire of China was as well reprefented in
the Irifh Parliament, as the people of Treland could be them-
felves reprefented by fuch an affembly, That thofe gentlemen fe-
ceded from fuch an affemblyhe did not wonder at, nor did it meet
fo much ¢f his difa probation as it did the ftrongeft reproba-
tion of thofe late alfics, with whom they feem now fo ready to
fraternize fince theif return from the wildernels of fin, to which
they fled where ifthey did not bear our fins for our prepitiation,
I hope for their own fakes they' depofited their own. On the
whole fir, I applaud this meafure.—It has the approbation of
my head and heart.

Mr. Houmes fupported the original addrefs.

¢ Lord Corry felt it his duty to. deliver his decided difappro-

- bation“of the meafure as difgraceful to the country, as well a5
pregnant with every poffible mifchief to jts conftitution, com-
merce ‘and manufaétures—he would therefore oppole it in every

- Stage,, ik

& L



74 PARLIAMENTARY

Lord Cors followed, and in a warm and {pirited manner.
condemned the meafure, and pledged himfelf to oppofe it in,
every fhape. I

Mr. J. M. O’Doxxer.—In the courfe of this night®s dcbate
the gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe, have been profufe
indeed of their abufe, not only againft the fpeechesof particular
perfons in Parliament, but alfo againft condu& of Parliament it-
felf—to them they have attributed the prefent ftate of this coun-
try. I trult the noble Lord and the gentlemen on his fide, may
on fome other occafion remember their languag this night—
for my part, Mr, Speaker, if cven the accufation was true, I
can fee no reafon why we fhould furrender our freedom, by
agreeing to the infamous, the wicked, the degrading meafure of
a legiflative Union.—I believe the unfortunate mutiny in the flect
laft year, is ftrong in the recollection of évery perfon in this
Houfe.—It was admitted that it took its rife from fome inflamma-
tory fpeeches in the DBritifh Parliament ; did it ever occur to the
Britith Minifter, on that account, to facrifice the legiflative indepen-
dance of England >—no, Sir, he thought it neceffary, in order to
appeafe and quell that mutiny, which threatened with immediate
deftiuction, the whole Britith Empire—to remove the Britifh
Parliament,—thofe fiery orators—to Portfmouth, to the every
fcene of riot and commotion—and had not the mutiny been {up-
prefled at the moment it was, the King and his Parliament would
have removed to Partfmouth.

The Noble who a&s as Minifter to this country, has prelented
this Houfe with a melancholy pi&ure of this unhappy country—
he tells us we cannot fupport our military eltablifhment ;—rhar
we have not the means of getting the money unlefs awe go and BEG it
from Great Britain.—Xl¢ tells us that ¢ we have not the Britith
conftitution, nor can we have it”—I truft, nay, I am confident
the noble lord, influenced by a terrified immagination, has drawn
a very falfe and unfounded ftatement of our real fituation,

If Great Britain has lent money to Ireland, it is on Irith f-
curity—it ison the principle of being paid intereflt, and fure the
noble’ Tord will not ferioufly tell me, that this is legging from
Great Britain, or that we fhould on this account facrifice our le-
giflative rights to England, who has lent fo many millions to the
Emperor and guaranteed the punitual payment both of principal’
and intereft thereof—swho has fubfidized Pruffia and Sardinia, and
is now fubfidizing the Turks. But, fir, let me here, fet this
Houfe right in regard to a miftatement made by a night hon.
gentleman, as to the anfwer fent by this Houle, in the year
1782, to the Duke of Portland’s meffage.—1 know the right
honourable gentleman did not miftate intentionally, he is in-
cepable of having done fo—but from your Journals it appears,
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that what the right honourable gentleman read, as the anfier of
that Houfe, was propofed and rejedted,—and fo very appofite is
the anfwer of the Houfe, on that occafion to the fubject now
before you, that I fhall read it, and on fo important an occafion
Iakk your attention; [here Mr, O’D. read the anfwer in- full, ]
I am happy I have an opportunity of fetting this anfiver from
your Journals in its proper point—each word is declarative of a
determination to continue a Sree, an imperial kingdom ;——decla-
rative of legiflative independance, and their unalterable refolution
to continue fo;—good God, why fhould we be called on in
1799, to furmndc_r-gxc;t independance, which we fo lately ‘acquired,
under which our commerce and agriculture have encreafed ;—has
the noble lord, or the fupporters of this infamous meafure, ad-
duced a fingle reafon or argament to induce us to fuch an a& of
legifhative fuicide ?

The noble lord indeed has faid, « you refufe now from Great
* Britain, that which you applied for, and were refufed one
“ hundred years ago.”

The noble lord has not told you, notr was it neceflary, how
greatly the fituation of both countries have changed—we were
then enflaved by Britain, we had little or no commerce, we had
no legiflative independance, we were bound by Britifh laws,

Britain unincumbered by debt, in the zenith of power and
national greatnefs, holding Ireland in flavery and bondage, re-
Jected then what was applied for and humbly afked for by her
poor dependant ;—were Ireland now in the fame fituation fhe
then was, I thould vote for an Union, unlefs I faw fhe poffefied
a fpirit to affert her right. England then, with haughty and
{elf-interefled arrogance, difdained the petition of her poor fifter,
no, faid fhe, my commerce, my liberty, you fhall only fee and
hear of, but fhall nevetr fhare.—Now that England has grown
old, finking under a debtof Jive bundred millions, and Ireland owin g
a debt of only fourteen millions, independant as fhe, pofle{ling
commerce, wealth and agriculture, fhe generoufly propofes a
Ution, to rob us of every thing that fhould be dear to a nation
—but let me tell the noble lord, that we are not cumpetent,
that we have no power to vote away the rights of the people j—
let me tell the Irifh Minifter, and he will do well to tell the Eng-
lith Minifter, that if the Parliament of Ircland fhould be mean
enough to Wote away the legiflative independance of Ireland, the
people would ‘not be mean enough to {ubmit to it, they would
aflert their rights, die as freemen, rather than live as flaves,

A flibre time ago I looked on the adminiftration of this coun-
try to'be exactly that, which every honeft Irifhman fhould wifh
to have continued. At the head was placed a nobleman equally
diftinguifhed for his public as his private virtues—humane—wife—
generous and brave ; that man who faved India—the Marquis
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Cornwallis—Lord Lieutenant. A young nebleman, an Zrif:
man, poflefling rank, property, and confequence in the countryy
ating as the firft Minifter of Ireland; who was bound by every
tic to be the fupporter and defender of its rightss Yet, Mr.
Speaker, it will fcarcely be credited in-future ages, that'he has
dared to propofe, this night, to an TIrifh Parliament, a furrender
of our independance ; and that by infidions attempts ‘he has
aimed a mortal ftab at every thing dear and interefting to the
Parliament of Ireland, which no Englifiman has ever. yet been
found bafe or daring enough to do. I call on the noble Lord in
time, to confider what he is about, and not {uffer himfelf
longer to be the tool of the Britifh Minifter, . But we are told by
gentlemen, that our commerce will be encreafed, that we fhall be
a great and tranquil nation; I forefee and Laffert the very re-
verfe; once agree to this meafure, and not only the kingdom,
but the Britifh empire is loft ; we fhall become the eafy prey to
a powerful nation.  But what poffible fecurity can Ircland have
for her rights or commerce, once fhe parts with the power of le-
giflating for herfelf :—None—there will be none on ecarth. I
deny that Conflitution is an article'to be bartered for; I deny
the power of Parliament to barter or difpofe of .it, on any terms ;
and I publicly affert, that {hould we ever be bafe enough to do fo, the
people will have a right to oppofe it ;—for my part I will oppofe
it, here—there and every where; if my oppofition to it in this
Houle fhall not be fuccelsful, I will oppofe it in the field ; it is
no common queftion it is.one which goes to the very exiftence
of my country. I have.made up my mind on what my conduct
thall be ;—1 fhall either live free, or fall by, Cut Six of fome Hef-
fian {abre, or fome other foreign mercenary. While I have ex-
iftence I fhall oppofe it. On a fubject of this nature, I did
hope for fome information from his Majefty’s Attorney-General,
fince ke could be prevailed on to fupport fuch a meafure ; he has
rofe in his place it is true, and has pulled out a little book from
his pocket, the name of which he has not favoured us with, from
it he has read fomething of Edward 1. and feveral other Kings,
but I declare not one afem relative to the fubject of debate, I
ftand in the judgment of the Houfe if he has adduced 2 fingle
reafon or offered an argument why Ireland fhould furrender her
freedom ; why fhe fhould at once facrifice the very name of nati-
on and become a province of Great Britain : much has been faid
and jultly faid of the infamous condu@ of the French Republic;
no man difapproves of it more than I do, the government of both
thefe countries have often called on the people to view how under
the pretence of friendfhip France had plundered Holland, Italy,
the Netherlands and Switzerland, and deprived them of their free-
dom. What isthe conduct of England, I will not’ fay England
but the Englifb Minifler, under the profeflions of friendfhip avd
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great regard, he fends us word, we muft give up all idea of tak-
ing care of ourfelves, that we cannot know what is for our own be-
nefit, and that to a Britifh Parliament we muft entruft our lives, our
properties and our trade : O! wife and generous Minifter of Eng=
land; O! proud and honourable Miniiter of Ireland, who can
condefcend to become his tool, and offer to your own “tountry the
poifoned cup to drink out of ! Is fuch the affcctionate fifterly con-
dué of England? that England for whom we were ready to fa-
crifice every thing, but our liberty ; is it thus (he repays our cn-
thufiaftic attachment ?—For fhame, O Senate of Ireland, to fuf-
fer to be debated within thefe walls, a queftion fo degrading, fo
infulting to your Conftitution ;—if there are any who_doubt
the infpiration of that beautiful Poet and great Kiog,—I mean
King David—they mult be now convinced thereof, for he furely
forefaw—1I am confident he did at that diftant period, what Eng-
land would attempt in 1799, againft the libertics of hey friend
and filter, Ireland ;—and he {peaks lamentations and upbraidings
of Ircdland in the moft beautiful and moving language, on this
occafion, and at this hour, (£ palt 7in the morning) it will
not be improper to read a few verles from the Plalms:

The s5th Pfalm, the 1ith—r2th—r3th and 14th verles, you
may meet thefe words : .

11th. « Wickednefs is therein, deceit and guile go not out
of their {treets.”

y2th. ¢ For it is not my open enemy that hath done me this
difbonour, for then could I have borne it%

13th, ¢ Neither was it mine adverfary that did magnify her-
{elf againlt me, for then peradventure I would have hid myfelf
from him : % |

14th. ¢ But it was even thou, my companion, my guide, and
my own familiar friend.”’ '

I alk you Mr. Speaker, can there be a doubt, that David
forefaw this infamous, thisdeteftable attempt now brought for-
ward with all the eraft and fubtility which we are told the Devil
poffefics >—1 truff, Sir, the {pirit, the determination fhewn this
night, will convinee the Minifter that, it will be as impofiible as
dangerous to attempt forcing from Irifhmen their freedom and
independance.

Hon, Mayor Acueson faid he would oppofe the meafure of
a Legiflative: Union as derogatory from the dignity of Ircland, and
would {upport the Amendment, :

Sir H. Cavenpisu oppofed the amendment in a fhort fpeech,

‘m}fﬁassst fupported the original Addrefs, and oppofed the
Amendment. |
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Sir W. G. Newcomen not having been inftru@ed by his conftitus
ents to oppofe the meafure of an Union, confidered himfelfiat
liberty to vote for its difcuffion, not pledging himfelf however
to dny future fupport of thie queftion. i .

’ < ..
Fon. James Burisr oppofed the Amendment, [ .

Mr. ATtorNey GEweraL thén went into hiftory, to fhew
that this Country had formerly fent members'to the Englith
Parliament ; that a refident Parliament ‘was incfficient to obtain
to this kingdom real Legiflative freedom ; and that circumftanced
as we are, in danger from 'foreign and internal foé’? an incorpor-
ated Union with England was abfolutely neceffary for eur own
fecurity and that of the Empirc., When in the year 1782 this
country had obtained from England what was called an indepen-
dant Legiflature, did that produce the expected confequences ?
Certainly not; fuch a Legiflathire was found as infufficient
as the former—new claims were made at home, and we found our-
felves as much dependant on England as before, When fuch
claims could not be conceded, without deftroying the Conflituti-
on itfelf, a formidable confpiracy was made, that aimed at a fepa-
tation from Great Britain, The revolution in France gave this
confpiracy aliment—revolutionary doétrines were diffeminated,
and the public mind was poifoned, In this -melancholy flate of
things, the Parliament was eonfidered the origo mali, and the ex-
* ilting caufe of all our national grievances. ‘I'he members of that
Houfe had loft all confidencé with the people, and their aéls
were confidered the moft tyrannical meafures. It was furely mat-
ter of curiofity to oblérvé even members of that Houfe, who
feceded as it were in difguft ; who pronounced the prefent Parlia-
liament incurable 5 “who lamented to their conftituents chat they
mult decline theirexertions—it was furely matter of curiofity to
fee fome of the gentlemen return, and exclaim that the Conititu-
tion was {urrendered to Great Britain, with that identical Parlia-
ment,

To England alone, Gentlemen fliould now look for prote&ion
and force, d@nd lofing all confidence with -their own people, they
thovld join in undivided connexion with England. Bat gentle-
men argued that fuch an incorporation was degrading; and that
Great Britain could not be trufted by us. Was it degrading to
obtain a partnerfhip of fafety and power with a nation to which
Furope looked up as their proteéirefs againit the perfidy and fury
of Revolutionary France? Had we reafon to diftruft England,
that gives us her armies and navy, that at prefent fecures us with
hermilitia? Gentlemen who fo loudly deprecated the meafure of
an Union fhould confider, that Molyneux, that great friend to
Ircland, approved of fuch a meafure: For he fays'in his fameus
book, that it was hardly to be expeéted from Eugland, Gentle-
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men who feemed to reprobate all who take a part in the prefent
projected Union fhould refle&t that the virtuous Lord Somers
did net difdain to promote a Union with Scatland, by his writings
and his perfonal exertions to forward it, Mr. Attorney Generak
concluded by voting for the Addrefs,

Col. BacwEwrr delivered his fentiments againft a Union.

Mr. Ricuarp Dawson gave his decided difapprobation to the
meafure of an Union, and would thercfore fupport the amend-

Mr. SAUNDERSON feeling his fitnation as an independant Trith

' country gentleman, thought himfelf bound to oppofe ‘every at-

tempt on the free Conftitution of his Country ; he would there-
fore oppofe the Union in every Miape.

Mr. Trexcu, {Wood-lawn)—On a queftion fo important
as the prefeat, I think it a duty incumbent on me to declare my
tentiments, They are uninflucnced, I think, by paffion ov
prejudice, and I am fure, they are unbiaffed by interefted or
party motives.—Scarce allowed time to breathe after fupprefling
a cruel and unnatural rebellion, we are. called upon to decide
on a queftion of unparallelled magnitude” in the annals of our.
Country—e are called on to decide on the principle of a legifla-
tive incorporating ' Union “with Great Britain ; any decifion on
this great point would be in my ‘mind premature, till the withes
of the great body of the people dre fully and fufficiently known,

- and without their confent either exprelfed or implied by their

acquicfcence, the Legiflatare ought not, they have no right to
make a radical change in the Conltitution. The people have not
yet had time to make their fentimenzs known, fome few counties
have indeed inftrated their reprefentatives, but the nerthern coun-
ties are filent, the fouth and weft arc flent. The Prefbyterians
in the north, and the Roman Catholios in the fouth and welt, a
numerons and refpedtable part of the Community, have not yet
declared their fentimcnts, they feem to holdback with a refpeétfal
deference till they uanderitind the fubje& better.

Under thefe cwenmftances, I cannot approve of either the
original Addrefs or the Ameudment 3 a6 the one tends to approve
of the principle of a Union, and the other to preclade any
difcoffiou of the fubject. I think it a duty we owe to ourfelves,
and to the ‘high ‘authority from whence it comes, to difcufs the
meafure coollyand impartially ; if after fuch a difcuflion we e’
it, our rgﬁ.; n will be more cignified and more effcétual, a5 it
will appeae to be the calm refult of reafon, and the deliberate voice
of the nation—not the effufion of paffion or prejudice. Though

* Yeaunotapprove of either the original Addrefs or the Amendment,

kl faallyote for the Amendinent, as it appears to me the leail cvil
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* of the two, and that the principle may be brought ﬁr’mj
again for difcuflion in fome other form when the ithés: of the
people are better afcertained if it fhould appear ‘gﬁcab}c to
thofe wifhes, ‘ ~
Mr. Trench afterwards in the courfe of the debate declared that

he was convinced he was miftaken in thinking that byvoting for
the Amendment, the field was left more open forfuture difcuflion,
that he now faw it went to prevent all difcuffion, and thercfore
fhould vote for the original Addrefs. -He wass not”athamed, he
faid, to avow his error, and he thought it more henourable than
to perfevere in it, 45

¢« TFallus honor juvat & mendax infamia terret

¢ Quem, nifi mendoium & mendacems” /-

Sir Epwarp O’Brizx.—I will oppofe the meafure of a Union
whenever it is propofed, and I will vote forthe Amendment.

Mr. S. Mooxre {upported the original Addrefs, and oppofed the
Amendment, ' : :

Mr, R. Arcupacrw faid, astheé hour was fo late, he fhould not
detain the Houle by a {peech, though it had been his intention, if
fo many gentlemen had wot preceded him, to have offered his
reafons at large for the opinion ke fupported on fo momentous a
queftion, efpecially as he differed, for the ficft time in his life and
he hoped for the lait, | fromya molt refpectable, and relpeéted
merhber (Sir John Parnell) who had indeed, on this occafion,
ceafed to be a térvant, but who could never ceafe to be a friend to
the Crown, and who, theugh he had loft a public fituation could
never lofe the public efteem. He faid he rofe in confequence of
what had been expreflcd by a worthy and honourable gentleman
(Mr. Trench) whe had fpoke not long before him, and who feem-
ed not quite ‘decided in his fentiments of oppofition to the Ad-
drefs as it ftocd; he faid he had obferved another honourable,
and ingenious gentleman (Mr. Edgworth) who bad, with great
candour and eredit to himfelf, declared he had altered his fenti- .
ments in the courfe of the debate, and from being once rather
inclined for the Addrefs had now formed his judgment againft it—
he therefore thought the firft gentleman, to whom he took the
liberty to allude might perhaps on further confideration alter his
fentiments in the fame maaner, and inftead of continuing in oppo-
fition to the Addrels, might give it his fupport. He faid he was
the more induced to think this might be poflible, from what had
been ftated in debate by the Noble Lord on the treafury bench,
who had declared that gentlemen were at this time not pledging
themfelves to any thing farther than a confideration of the quefti-
on. He afked what was it ? The common father of all his peo-
ple had gracioufly condefcended to recommend to this part of his

7
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political family, to conlider by what means the interefls and
fafety of* all might be molt permanemtly improved; and
what was the meaning of the Amendment ? That we would. not
enter into any confideration of the fubjeét. He afked, did this
look like duty, or like decorum? Would it fatisfy Parliament?
But {till more could it fatisfy the people? For what—would not
even the people fay on fuch an occafion ? Would they not fays;:
here is a Houfe of Commens who are thinking of themfelvesand
call it thinking of us;:  here are reprefentatives who will not even
examyne what, perhaps, may prove for our adventage if they but
fufpeét it may not be for their own? He faid, if this was tovbe
method of gaining popularity, it would ke a pop ularity without
thanks. . Another reafon, he faid, for not ugreeing to the
Amendment was, that it would preclude all further parliamentary
information on the fubje&, as gentlemen by ftopping in ‘this man-
ner the qlwcﬁlon in {o carly a flage of it, would preclude them-
fclves from iecewmg the' befty, and moit mtelellm@, information
they conld receive on it, he meant the mformation of a gentleman,
who could not at prefent Jpeak, becaufe. lic wasithe Speaker. In
fhort, on every principle of duty towards his Majcﬁy, of giving fatis-
fadtion to the people, and allowing better information for themielw:q
he entreated the Houfe not to refufe their confideration of th
queftion, and faid that for his own part when the day for callmo‘
the Houfe, announeed by the Noble Liord near him, ('l)rone)
thould arrive, he would tot be afraid to meet the propoliticn,
and to confider it, and difpofe of it, as it might deferve.

Mr. W. B. Poxsoxsy had e -hefitation in declaring the very
propofal of Union an attack on the Conflitution of Ireland,
that argued unpardonable tcmenty‘; he would therefore oppole it
in cvery form.

Mr. ArTaur Moorr. S:r, I had many hours fince made the
determination, not to trefpafs upon the attention of the Houfe
this night, from the fulleit convi&tion that I could not contri-
bute to the po,werful cﬁc& of thofe impreflions, which the incom-
parable fpeech of my honourable and learned friend in opening
the debate, and the great ability with which he was followed by
{o many honourable.gentlemen, muft have alrcady made upon the
judgment and fegling of the Houfe. Bur, Sir, I am induced to
rife, left 1t thould be gonceived that T, who am in the habit of
fometimes add.:cﬂ'ing the Honfe, fhould by giving a filent vote on
this i importagt moming, (10 o’clock) appear. temporiiing or luke-
warm in t t‘cagf;, in which I am as willing to perifh as to
fpeak ; an laﬂ: I fhould be precluded from my humble fhare in
the glory. t'b’lt triumph which we are jnit go.n r to achieve, in
defen éﬂlt Conllitution of our country over its mortai and
lmc cmtcs.-—-l wult at the fame time, Sir, confels,, tha

l\{
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I am impelled by a motive of ftill more perfonal feeling, when ¥
fee the deareft interelts of a great and independant county
(Queen’s), of w‘nch I am 4an eletor, abandoned before my faee ;
when I perceive the reprefentative of that county, in whichy
though T have myfelf but a very inconfiderable property, [ bave
many refpectable connexions, and for which my regards‘are affec~
tionate and hereditary, almoft if not eltogether the only perfon
in this Houfe, who, upon this momentous queftion has difobey-
ed the inftrué&ions of his conftituents ; 1 cannot refrain from
availing myfelf of the opportunity, which the indulgence of the
Houfe gives me, of telling the honourable gentlemah, (I beg

pardon of the honourable Colonel} he is going to do that, whxch
he has no right to do; and that if he fhall vote againft this
Amendment, he is a faithlefs truftee of thofe rights and of that
confidence to which perhaps his beft claim was an implicit reli-
ance on his perfonal honaurand political integrity. But the Hon.
gentleman (I beg pardon again of the Hon. Colonel) is not only
determined to vote, but has ventured to fpeak in favour of this
ruinous projet and of his own principles of afiion, and the Hon.
Gentleman (I beg pardon again of the Hon. Colonel) afks with a
voice of triumph mfpired I prefume by the authority of his new
Command, how will Gentlemen quiet the country? How will
they put an end to the diffenfions by which itis torn, but by the
meafure recommended from the Throne? I will tell the Hon.
Gentleman (I again beg pardonof the Hon. Colonel) I run into thofe
miftakes from want of ufe as T underfland the Hon. Colonel’s
Commiffion is ne older than yefterday, I will tell the Hon. Colo-
nel how the country may be quieted and how it is poflible to put
anend to her diffenfions, and that too by the moit conftitutional
means ; by independant men fuch as the Hon. Colonel, not pre-
fuming, when the Conftitution is at ftake, to difobey the inftruti-
ons of their conflituents, by fuch men as the Houn. Colonel hold-
ing themfelvesabove the allurements of office or promotion, when
honelt and virtuous men are removed for daring to advife and to
act for the public good, and when it may be difgraceful and de-
grading both in point of the time and the conditions, to accept of
any favour from thofe in power If the reprefentatives of the
people of Trcland will act that part, the Hon. Colonel will then
fee that he s grofsly in error when he calls the Independance of
Ireland 2 phantem. But the Hon. Colonel has fpcken of his
great exertions, of the many fleeplefs nights and aftive days he
has paffed dwing the rebellion in difcharge of his duty as a fol-
dier. - T acknowledge the Hon. Colonel’s claims to praife on this
account, but then his gallantry and {pirit are very incenfiftent
with the fentiments he avows of the neceflity of furrendering
the Conflitution in order to preferve the country, and I am ftrong-
ly imprefled with a convition that the necefiity for the extraor-
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dinary adtivity in reprefling the late rebellion in which the Hon,
Colonel and every other gentleman of his defeription, fo juftly
pride themlelves is one of the ftrongeit reafons againlt the mea-

. {ure now propofed, becaufe [ conceive that if the Union were to take

place, its firlt effect woald be to withdraw from the country thole
very perfons whofe rank and exertions had contributed fo effenti=
ally to her fafety, and who would again, I doubt not, make o
main fecurity, in cafe through any milmanagement of the prefent
sonjunéture the country fhould again relaple into the calamitics
and horrors of civil war, but we who oppofe this wicked mealurge
are accufed of helding opinioas of a dangerovs and inflammatory
nature, when we affe;t the incompetence of Parliament to put gn

*end to its own exiflence, and to diffolve the focial compuct which

e

according to our {yftem is the Coaltitution itlclf, —for my part I
fhall ever adhere to the opinions which have been delivered on thac
fubjet in the courfe of the debate by fo many geatlemen who are

fo great an ornament to the profeffion, to which 1 have the ho-

nour to belong, and if I could waffert the priaciple in ftronger
language than that which they have ufed, I fhould do fo. I main-
tain that though Parliament may affume the power, it has not the
right to change or alter, much lefs to abregate altogether the
Conflitution of this land, of which they are only the delegated
funétionarics, and not the exclufive owners, and I maintain, that if
by the violent exercife of the aé/?raﬂ ogver of Parliament to do
that which its moral competence is influfiicient to do, the meafure of
a Union fhould be carr,ied‘againﬂ. the fenle of the pepple, that in
fuch a cafe the laws of thé incorperated legiflature would not Lind
this ifland, and that then ¢ the gueftion of refilftance (to ufe the
words of Mr. Fox) Would no longerbe a queftion of morality bur
of prudence, and Sir, if thefe be ftrong doirines, who has forced
them from me ? thofe who have made this atrocious attack upon
the independant Parliament of this land which T am fworn to de-
fend as part of the exiﬁin'g Canttitution, in which no man 1s al-
together. fui juris, but a traftee for the rights of others whofe
boatt and birthright it'is. 1 would put this cafe; and it has not
been put yet, though there have been enough of hypothefes upon
this wild proje& ofddeftroying our excellent practical eftablifh-
ment. . ; . _

Suppofe it were propofed to reduce the number of Members in
either' Houfe of ' Rarliament ;- for inftance, {uppofe it to be pro-
pofed to reducesthe number of Members in this Houle to one
hundred, would any man hear it without indignation? Would
the nation be bound to fubmit to it, in cafe the Parliament could
be fuppefed wicked enough to adopt fuch a plan ?—No, they
would_not—becaufe it would invelye a diffolution of the very
fram¢ and fabric of Parliament, and would be a _proceeding be-
yond \the moral competence of its power j—and yet, where 15the
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diffcrence in point of right, whether you rednce the repreféniae
tion to one hundred members to be kept at home, or to be ins
corporated into the Parljament of Enjland? though thére ‘cers
tainly 1s great difference in point of injury, for I congeive, that
even a reprelentation of one hundred members at home, would
bz infinitely more ufeful than even a greater mlmbéqu'bc in
another country, when mixed with the repreféntation of that
country to which they would bear no proportion, Ifthas been
argued that the Revolution itfelf is an example ofthe great and in-
detinite power of Parliament ;3 but I contend for.ity that (be-
fides that the conduét of Parliament at ‘that timewas diftared by
the molt imperious of all autherity, namely nécsHfity,) the pre-
cedent of the Revolution, as far as it can be 'a’rgu'cd—upon, is
againit the meafur€ now propofed, inafmuch a8 it 1s a precedsng
of a cafual deviation from the line of the Conifitution, “ not for
its deltruction but for its prefervationy® and in as much as the
very offence for which ' James the Second was declared to have
abdicated the Crown, was fimilarvin its'pature to what I con-
ceive an incorporating Union ‘would Be, namely a fubverfion of
the legiflative and eftablithed Conflitution of this kingdom, Sir
the nature of our alliance with England hitherto has heen that eof
a federal Union, with one Executive Head, butdiftinét Legiﬂatf\'c
Bodies; but it isa mockery“to fay this country will have any
Legiflature after a Union fhall take place. In matters where the
interefts of the countries may be'diltin&, (and we have feen they
may be diftinct, though therrafteCtions never can be torn afunder )
15 it in the nature of things that this country can have juftice in
the United Parliament, even fuppofing the whole portion of her
reprefentation to be faithful to their truft—a fuppofition furely
which the experience of this night will not hefitate to verify—
but if an incorporate Union of legiflative functions between two
independent States, having (as I admit we have, and hope al-
ways will have) the farhe common imperial interefts be an objec fo
very defirable and fo highly expedient (and particularly for the in-
ferior ftate) to embrace, why have not the advocates for this mea-
{fure been able to adduce a fingle inftance from hiftory ancient or
modern, favage or civilized (fave the Scotch Union) of fuch a
fyltem? for my part I know of but one example of the pra&ical
experiment of the principle of the Confolidation of Legiflatures,
and that 18 in the condu& of republican France towards its al-
lies in the Low Countries and in Italy. Do you think, Sir, the
Batavian Provinces have been more free, profperous, or power-
ful, fince they have been united into one Legiflature, than when
they enjoyed their ditin& provincial legiflation, when each pro-
vince had its peculiar refident legiflative aflembly ? or aie the
Swils cantons (heretofore the afylum of fturdy and unconquered
liberty for centuries) more remote from {levery, ruin'and national
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weaknefs, with their prefent Dire@orial form of Government, an 1
a general affembly for the purpofes of legiflation, than they were

‘whenthie independancy of the feveral confederacies on euch otherwas

at once the fecurity and tcentiye to their independancy on_ fo-
reign flates? ‘I'he Hanfeatic league too is an inftance of what I gm
contcndmg for 3 this Jeague (for it is a league 20d not a Union)
continues to be rcf c&cd to this day, and has tood uffatied and
unthaken-amdit thc fiorms which have fromh time to time convail-
ed and defolatcd the {furroanding nations, and this merely fiom ahe
refpeét paid to their fyftem, and t6 their commercial i mmmtdum,
the coufequence of the equality of their condition, eathr member
of the league nniting for the g;nudl good, but go dne/ lewifiatingy
or, tm:.ng or encroaching on the other. Is it not Llun n‘":.-tur.
that the federal Union which leaves the right with eie¢h State of
Jocal taxation and legiflation, and mcre]v unites the powers and
energics of the feveral parts ofahe (.onfcdu.lcy for general imperial
purpofes has alweys been the form moit favousgblete the growth
of freedomgiwealth, and geaeral profperivy:d. whereas an incorpo-
rate Union, in the only inftances (befidegthat of Scotla: nd) 1n w “Lh
it can be fhewn to exift, has had thé dire&t cununry tendency
as the obvious chang: in'the firength a: ndfreefom of thfe conn-
tries which have been obfiged by thc power of France to 'n 1kt, the
experiment moft mc.hfputabllf fhews.#But the Rt. Hon. Gentle
man (Mr. Corry) urges the precedeat of the Scotih \,g...m, I
thouglit that precedent had been ‘abufidantly expofed as in:
p{u.able to the cafe of this countey by the’ ‘number of Cu 1tie-
men who have difcuffed it in the dcb'm., and though At has
been fhewn (and I am fore'at this"hour I wilt not .1'thpL to
fhew it again) that the analogy By no means holds between the
cafes of the two Countsics, whether we cosfider the tln,c, the
exifling circumftances, the ebjects, the means, - or the “inftru-
ments; Rill the Rt. Hofl. Gentleman is pertinacious ininlilting that
the inftance of the Seotch Union 1s not only applicable, but the
only material diffcrence 1§, that the Union now proje&ed is an en-
terprife of more ealy accomplifhment thay that was.” Does the Rt.
Hon. Gentleman thﬁak that the Irifh Union can be purchafed for
22,000, as the Seotch was ? I fhould think he bas calculated the
furrender of Our liberties, even at a lefs price, for he fays it is
more cry?{y a;cdmpalfhed this day I think will tell him at what
price the léand their honelt repreféntacives will fell their Con-
tticution *& tell him there is a fpirit of public virtue and mte-
grity m_gi sppﬂoufe and in this country, which political arithme-
tic canno @Icula;e, and which 18 bcyond the purchafe of the
mo m corruption, My Rt. Hon. friend (late Prime Ser-
] as adduced the opinion of the late celebrated M. Burke,
‘Parliament is incompetent to deltroy itfelf and to abandon

it in the {yftem of our Conflitution, and I do not know any
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opinion which the advilers of this meafure of an Union would ,§e
more inclined to follow than that of Mr. Burke if it had happen-
ed to be on their fide, but as it is againlt them, it is of no fh-
thority whatloever, but 1 will give them the opipion of a
man to whofe fentiments they will all implicidy fubfcribe,
1t is the opinion of Mr. Pitt upon the fubjeét of the ex lufive in-
dependance and competency of the Iriih Parliameat to legiflate
for this country, and to provide for the emergencies of her difturb-
ed fituation, it was given {o lately too as the 23d of March 1797,
on the motion of Mr. Fox to addrefs his Majelty, to oblige his
Minifters to adopt a fyltem of lenient meafures with regard to
Treland. . : .

The words of Mr. Pitt are thefe ¢ The Parliament of Ireland
¢ was confidered to be the natural fource of the laws of that coun-
“ try; it was confidered proper to entruft to its care and pro-
¢ tetion the intereft of the country. ~ And furely the Hon.
“ Gentleman cannot mean to fay, that wher we gave Ireland a
““ Parliament of its own, we only gave itmominaliy zohe did not
“ mean, that we had put them in poffefion of 4 ecenftitution
“ which was like the Britifh ceaftitution, but was at the fame
“¢ time wholly unfit for the exercife of exclufive legiflation ; he
“ will not fay, that the conceffion of 1782 was not intended to make
“ the Parliament completely independant of controul, or that, if
* its fundamental principles are the fame, he neverthelefs confi-
¢ ders it defeclive in point of rational, real and folid power.
“ If the Hon. Gentleman thinks it was a conceflion on our
‘ part to the well founded claims of the Irifh nation, on what
¢ ground, then, tan he expett that this Houfe ought to af-
“ fume it as a principle, that fuppofing there are diforders ex-
“ ifting in Ireland, we onght to remedy thofe diforders by an
¢ alteration in the fundamental form of its legiflation? How
“ can fuch an interference be admitted, after we have declared
¢ the Parliament of Ireland independant, and placed it beyond
¢ our reach and controul ? The Hon. Gentleman will, I truft,
¢« find it difficult to convince the Houfe, that the only way to
¢ remedy thofe diforders, is to alter the legiflature of the
“ country, which, for the purpofe of making laws, is rendered
¢ independant :and exclufive of this country. If we have given
“ up the right of interferring in the internal policy, we have
“ alfo given up the power of fo interfering'; and any 1interfe-
*¢ rence with refpeét to the internal laws or regulations of Ire-
‘ land, would be an invafion of thofe very fundamental princi-
¢ ples which, in 1782, we recognifed ; and on that ground I ,
*“ am authorifed in conlidering, that the addrefs propofed
* would be an addrefs for the exprefs purpofe of violating thofc
¢ fundamental principles,” Here is the explicit recognition of
ovr Paliamentary Independance by that Minifter, wnder whofc
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aufpices it is now, in this mafqued and infidious manner, attempted
to be taken away. Bat, Sir, I did not rife at this hour fo much for
the purpofe of debating a fubje& already exhaufted, as of giving
an opinion on it—that opinion I now repeat, and it is, that Par-
liament, unlels authorized by the explicit unequivocal fenfe of ‘the
People, has no right to confent to the meafure of a Legiflative
Union with Great Britain, and that if it fhould adopt fuch a
meafure againft the confeat of the people, there is no inherent
moral right in the legiflatare fo to do, by which the nation would
be ‘l))ouflld to adbpt the proceedmg. ok

- Mr. OpeLL oppofed the amendment, 3

Mr, Wirrram Smitu.—Sir, I had intended to confine myfelf
to nigl‘t__l; to a filent vote, and to have taken the chance of this
qucﬁ;gn’g undergoing fuch farther mveltigation as would enable
me hereaiter to declare my fentiments upon it Ascit is, I fhall
trefpa_fsEbut a very {hort time upon the houfe, and with a view to
brevity, fhall follow an example which has been moft liberally fet
me—by fubltityting aflertion in the place of argument.

. Lrile, Sir, becaufe I hold myfelf ta be called on to abanden
my intentions of remaining filent ; by that confident denial, which
I have heard repeated on eyery fide, of the competence of Par
liament to enact an Union. Every lawyer who has rifen to op-
polethe meafure, has thought proper, at the fame time, to proteit
againft the authority of Parliment to achieve it. [ rife, Sir, asa
lawyer, to record my diffent from what I conceive to be fo un-
founded, and fo mifthievous 4 doctrine.. Irife explicitly to declare
ny decided ogimon, (without pretending to eftimate the weight
which that opinion enght to have) that Parliament is as competent
to cenelude an Union, as 1t i3 to enal a turnpike bill. * I mean
not to detradt from the im_.gortance of the former great imperial
a'rra;nt;gc'lixcé;, or to inﬁn‘\%r,@e that the fenfe of the community upon
it 18 not deferving of ‘our molt {erious atteation : I mean metely
to affert the theoretic, conftitutional competence of the Irifh Le.
giflature.  Public fentiment, on a great and complicated meafure,
is weighty 'c\;i,de.l}g;, of the mifchief or utility of that meafure : as
fuch it fhould be laid before, and may perhaps conclufively fivay
the judgment of that body, \f{:ich has the right of legillation,
Bat public 6pf:i"fbn_lis but evideace, notlaw:—it 15 evidence which
the people may lay before that Parliament, whofe province is ta
eftimate the force and tendency of this evidence, but whofe right
of finally and exclufively deciding the queftion, uncontrolled by
popular whimy' s a clear and undoubted prirciple of the Confitu-
tion, ﬁ:-mptrary do@trine would not only impuga the exprefs
au;hﬁgrjgx Coke and Dlackitone, and all legal and conititutional
ww.vﬁ't .whom I am acquatated, but would fhake the fabrick of
apr rfqﬁs‘a'gd Liberties to 1ts foundaetion : wonld go to cancel the
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title deed of 1706, by virtue of which lis Majefty holds his
-Beottith Crown : would queftion the legitimacy of that mixed,
aflerobly, which was formed by the coalition of the Seotch and
Eaglifh Legiflatures, and impeach the force of gvery ftatnte whiche
has been enatted {ince their junction : and would confound and:
violate the very elements of our Conflitution, by transferring the
fupreme avthority from the Parliament to the people. - iy,

Mr. StewarT, of Killymoon, faid, that at {o late an hour, he
had neither ftrengtlt nor inclination to take up much' of the time -
of the Houfe ; but on a fubje& fo importaut, and when by the
vote of that night the fate of Ireland was probably,to be decided,
he conlidered it a duty he owed to his Country to declare pub-
licly his opinton : that opinion, he faid, was decidedly againft
a Legiflative Union with Great Dritain.~—Hc feared that fuch a
meafure would create difcontent and endlefs jealoufies, and thereby
endanger that fricndly connexion-which mow fubfifts, and which
he withes may be perpetnal between the two (Countries, being
convinced that it is indifpenfably neceffary o the profperity of
each of them.—He acknowleged “his gratitude for the generous
fervices of the Englith militia regiments aud fencibles, and re-
minded the Houfe, that in happier times we had fent almoft the
whole of cur flanding army to affilt Great Britain, trufting for
our own defence to our gloricus voluntcers.—He concluded by
declaring himfelf in favour of Mr. Ponfonby’s Amendment.

Col. UN1ackE 6ppofcd the Amendment, as did Mr. STapLEs.

Mr. Serjeant Stantey {upported the Addrefsto the King in
its original form, and quoted Lord Coke’s 4th Inftit, the autho-
vity of Lord Somers and Judge Blackftone’s Commentary, which
he read in his place, to prove that Parliament were fully competent
to adopt the propofed meafure, and that in feveral inftances, Alts
of Parliament had pafled'to alter the {ucceffion to the Crown, and
to change the Conltitution of Parliament itfelf, as was done by
the A& of Unianbetween England and Scotland, and the Adts
for Triennial and Septennial Parliaments, He faid, he was forry
that too much heat and paffion had been intermixed in the debate—
that the Nobleman who was at the head of the Government,
merely withed to fubmit the meafure to the confideration of Par-
liament, as the moft likely means to give permanency and ftability
to the Conflitution, aud to communicate peace, true independance
and happinefs ta the great body of the people, but that the high
charaferand well deferved fame of Lord Cornwallis wasa fufficicnt
pledge to the nation, that it was not his wifh to precipitate the
mealure or to perfevere in carrying it into effect, if upon a full
and deliberate difcuflion, it fhould appear to be repugnant to the
iltqlte::cﬂs of the Kingdam, or againft the gencral {enfe of the

ation. . .
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Mr. Tromas TownsHEND rofe in reply to Mr, Serjeant
Stanley and to Mr, William Smith. He obferved, that admo-
nifhed by the hour, he would not prefs on the exhaufted patience
of the Houfe, and would- therefore lay down his original inten-
tion of going fully into the queftion. The learned Serjeant on
the other fide of the Houfe had thought proper to oppofe to
the arguments of his honourable friends on the floor, the opinion
of Mr. Juftice Blackftone, on the competence of Parlizmeat
to vote away their liberties. But thofe arguments were impug-
nable and continued to ftand in undiminithed force; for the learn-
cd Serjeant, with the volume in his hand, did not condefcend to
point out where it was maintained by Blackftone, that the Par-
liament was competent to fubvert the fundamental priiciples
of the conflitution, to abridge the right of popular reprefen-
tation, and to transfer the legiflature of the country into ano-
ther kingdom. The argument of the learned and honourable
gentleman near him bore as little application to the queftion in
debate. To affert that if Parliament be incompetent, the A& of
Union between Scotland and England was a nullity, is to fay
nothing bearing on the fubjet ; for if the precedent of a confti-
tutional queftion in one country, be drawn into example as a
rule for anether, it fhould be firt made to appear, that both
thofe conftitutions were conftrufted on the fame fundamental
principles which he has not done, and which if he had under-
taken he could not have done.  The Scottith conflitution before
the Union, and the conftitution of Ireland now, are utterly ‘dif-
fimilar in principle and praftice. He could not help congratu-
lating the Houfe, that on this queftion which involved the birth.
right of the Irifh people, their civil liberty, they had preferred
a courageous wifdom to the reptile policy of embracing an un-
endowed and barren fervitude, He would oppofe the Union
which was projetted by every poflible means. It was fatal to the
liberties of Treland. Asa Conftitutional queftion it was utterly
untenable, as a matter of Policy it was ruinous to the peace,
honour, freedom and real interelts of this kingdom as well as
of Great Britain,

Sir L. Parsong faid, that at that late hour he did not. rife
to fpeak to the quellion at large. The fentiment of the nation
was now fo decidedly evinced, by the fenfe of the independant
gentlemen inithe Houle againft a Union, that he hoped the Mi-
nifter would never give him an opportunity of {peaking to the
{ubjet againgbut would abandon it. If however he fhould fur-
ther _Flﬁﬂ_cre, Sir L. would take the éarlielt opportunity of
fpeaking his fentiments fully, and fhould now content him/( i
with declaring his decided difapprobation of it,

‘ N

-
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Mr. L. MorrEs oppofed the amendment, as did
Mr. H. D. Gzraoy. Rt

The Hon. G. Knox faid, that he fhould referve himfelf for
a full difcuffion of the important queftion in agitation, until it
came more dire@ly before the Houfe. At prefent he merely rofe
to ftate, that nothing which he had heard that night, had pro-
duced the flighteit alteration i the fentiments which he, in com-
mon with his conftituents (the College) was known to entertain
upon the {ubject ; and that by voting, as he fhould do on that
day, for a Parliamentary Declaration in favour of our prefent
Conftitution, the value of which he had been contemplating with
the aid of experience for fixteen years, he could not juflly
be charged with what had been called‘in the debate an aét of pre-
cipitation. ‘

Mr. G. Poxsonsy in reply faid, that the principal arguments
(if indeed they could be called fuch) advanced for the other fide
of the Houfe, were drawn from the ftate of Scotland previous
to the Union, and from the Parliament of that kingdom having
fet a precedent of competency to enaét an Union. Without,
however, admitting this competency, he would briefly fhew that
no two Parliaments could be more diffimilar than that of Scotland
at that day, and the Parliament of Ireland at this; and that the
Scottifh people had little or no intereft in upholding a Legifla-
ture, confifting fcarcely of any conftituent part, and wherein the
Crown was all—the people nothing. The two orders of Parlia-
ment were compofed of Barons and DBurghers, who fat in one
chamber, and gave their votes in common on a queftion. The
Crown had a right to create the Barons at pleafure, and thus at

~ any time could overpowee the fenfe of the Burghers. Thére were
befides Lords of Articles, who had a negative on meafures be.
fore they were publicly propofed. Who would then fay, that the
people had any interelt in a Conlftitution, wherein they were not
reprefented, and only compofed of the King and a turbulent or
co-rupt Ariftocracy—or who could poffibly bear out a comparifon
between a country in fuch a ftate, and this ? where he truited the
votes on this night, as on a former occafion, would fhew that the
people were reprefented by men who would not fuffer their rights
to be betrayed. It was faid that the city of Cork favoured the
meafure of an Union. It was poffible that a Corporation might
have exprefled fuch an inclination, for it was too well known how
Corporate bodies might be worked upon againft their own intereft ;
but he felt affured that the city of Cork, comprifing in that term
its wealth, refpe@ability, and population, was incapable of yield-
ing up the henour, independance, and general interefts of Ireland,
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for the confideration of any partial advantages ; and would never
emulate Beeotian ftupidity and Baeotian perfidy.  Mr. Ponfonby
then fhortly refuted the other flimfy and fallacious arguments
which had been urged againit the liberties of the Irifh nation, .
and conjured gentlemen net to be calculating on the probable
effeét of their vote, but for every man to act as if engaged in a
battle, where the victory depended on his fingle arm ; and ever
holding in remembrance, that conqueit does not always depend on
numbers ; a fmall and virtuous band of Spartans having faved the
liberties of Greect, and a gallant officer (Member for Limerick)
ftopped the progrefs of an invader in their own country, with his
fmall, but brave band of 200 men ;—and he concluded by declar-
ing, that never in the courfe of his life did he feel fuch delightful
fentiments as at that moment, when he contemplated the virtue
and fpirit—the proud integrity difplayed by the gentlemen with
whom he had the honour, he trufted, of clofing in honeft Vic-
tory an honeft Conteft. He omened great and folid, and per-
manent advantages and bleflings to the country, from the fcene
which that day and the preceding night had been difplayed in the
Irith Houfe of Commons—not the ¢ Permanent Arrangements’
glanced at in the fpeech from the Throne, but fuch as would, in
{ecuring the Honour and Independance of Ireland, contribute
moft effeétually to the Strength and Glory of the Empire.
The Houfe divided,

Ayes, 105

Noes, 106

Majority, 1

Tellers for the Ayes, Sir Laurence Parfons and George Pon-

fonby.

Tellers for the Nocs, Lord Tyrone and Col. Uniacke Titz-
gerald.
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- 'Tgunéou, Jasuary 24, 1799.

‘THE ftanding orders of thc Houfe were revived, and a
s Committee of Privileges appointed. Lord Tyrone reported
from the Committee appointed to prepare the Addre(s to his
Majefty, reading it paragraph by paragraph, and is as follows:

« WE your Majelty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjets, the Cam-
mons of ZJreland in Parliament affembled, beg leave to approach
your Majefty with the moft cordial expreflions of duty, loyalty
and attachment to your Majefty’s facred Perfon, Family and
Government.

« Wefincerely participate in the fatisfa&tion which your Majeity
muft feel in the happy effeéts which have followed the unparal-
lcled achievement of the detachment of your Majefty’s Fleet
under the command of Rear Admiral Lord Ne/fon, on the total
defeat of the French {quadron off the coafts of this kingdom by
that under the command of Sir Febn Borlafe Warren, and on the
brilliant and important conqueft of Minorca; thefe events, while
they afford to us in common with every other defcription of your
Majelty’s [ubjects matter of jult and henourable pride, are cal-
culated to infpire other Powers with confidence, and manifelt
to all Eurepe that a fyltem of vigour and exertion, direGted
with ‘manly perfeverance againft the deftru@ive proje&ts of the
common enemy, may be attended with the moft beneficial confe-
guences.

« We moft fincerely lament that in{everal parts of this kingdom
a {pirit of difaffection flill" exilts, aud that the expetation of fo-
reign afliftance is kept alive among the lower clafles by the fecret
agents of Frauce, but your Majefty may rely on the firmnels of
our determination to countera every machination of the enemy,
and to continue our.exertionswith unabated vigour in {upport of
the honour of your Crowny: the interefts of this kingdom and the
general canfe of the Empire.

¢« We fhall take into ourearly confideration the public accounts
and the eftimates for the enfuing year, and in granting the necef-
fary fupplies we {hall cudeavour to render them as little burthen-
fome to the peopleas poffible ; it will be our defire to make them
adequate to the neecflary exigencies of the ftate, as we are con-
fident they will be prudently and economically applied.

¢« In rcfleing en the general profperity of the Empire we
feel with twe fatisfattion that motwithftanding our internal cala-
mities the Revenue and Trade of this kingdom have increafed,
and that ourinterefts are fo blended with thole of Great Britain
as to produce a participation in the general profperity.

“ ¥our Majefty may be aflured that the Proteftant Charter
Scheols and other charitable inftitutions which have ufually re-
‘cgived the 2id of Parliamcn(t) .vjviﬂ coutinve to be encouraged by
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eur fupport, and that we fhall not fail in our attention tothe
Agriculture, the Manufactures, and particularly the Linen Manu-
facturc of this Kingdom ; the honourable claims of thofe who
have {uffered from their loyalty during the Rebellion, as they have
mterefted your Majefty’s humane regard, are recommended to our
kiberality by every « ®learing motive. ' . :

¢« We beg leave to affure your Majefty that we fhall dire& our
cfforts with perfevering energy for reprefling that {pirit of difaffec-
tion which ftill requires extraordinary powers to check its malig-
nant effeéts ; we acknowledge theaéts of feverity which have been
exercifed to be indifpenfable, whilft we are fenfible that the rigours
of penal juftice have been tempered with as much forbearance and
Ienity as the public {afety would admit,

¢« We rejoice that in the general caule which engages the Em-
pire our profpeéts are highly improved, and we feel the warmeft
mcentives to redouble our exertions as the probability is increafed
of bringing the war to a {uccefsful termination.

¢« It muit be highly gratifying to your Majefty to refle¢t on
that zeal which has been manifcfted by the Regular and Militia
Forees, and by that gallantry which has diftinguifhed the Yeo-
manry. We cannot too highly applaud their eonduét, and when
we confider the honourable and effeétual affiftance of the Britifk
Fencibles and Militia, and the activity, fkill and valour of your
Majefty”s Tleets, we doubt not that every future effort of the
enemy will be entirely fraftrated; but refleting on the fituation
and circumftances of this kingdom, and confidering on the hand
the firength and ftability of Great Britain, and on the ether thofe
divifions which have fhaken this kingdoms to its foundations, we
fhould feel happy if any adjuftment can be devifed which may ex-
tend the advantages enjoyed by our Sifter Kingdom to every part
of thisifland. '

“« *The unremitting altivity with awhich our enemics perfevere in
their avowed defign of endeavouring to effed a Separation of this King-
dom from Great Britain, muff conflantly engage our moff earneft atten-
tion ; and as your Majefly has condefcended to exprefs an anxious
hope ihat this circumflance, joined to the fentiment of mutual affeélion
and common-interefl, may difpofe the Parliament in both kingdoms te
grovide the mofl effeclual means of maintaining and improving a con-
acxion effential to their common fecurity, and. of confolidating as far
as poffibley into one firm and lafling fabric, the flrength, the powver
and the refources of the Britith Empire, awe fhall not fail to give the
Julleft confideration to @ communication of fuch momentous importance,

“ We return your Majefty our fincereft thanks for continuing
the Marquis Cornwallis in the Government of this kingdom,
whofe eminent military talents and whofe experienced wifdom and
benevolence are fo peculiarly calculated to infpire your Majefty’s

aithful People with cenfidence on this important crifis.””

*® This is the paragraph expunged from the addrefs.
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8ir L. Parsons.—Exhfufted as every member muft be by
the laft Debate, and exhaufted as the fubjet has been by fo !ong
a difcuflion—its importance alone can apologile for my making
any obfervations upon it at prefent. That paragraph of the
Addrefs upon which you are now going to decide, would pledge
you by a metaphorical expreflion to admit the principle of a
Legiflative Union,—I am glad it comes before you again, as it
will now give you an opportunity of réconfidering your late decifion,
and vindicating yourfelves and your Courtry from the difgrace of
countenancing a propofition fo degrading to Ircland, as that
which has for its objec the furrender of your Independance. 1
hoped that in 1782, the Final Adjuftment which was then made,
would, in the language of the Parliament of that day, putan end
to all verfies between thefe two kingdoms for ever. Such
controverfies have been always injurious to the Government of this
Country, and dangerous to our connexion with i':ngl:md. Before

- 1782, when Ireland was ftruggling for her'independenty, and the

Englith Government contending againft it, the confequence was,

that all the principal perfons in official fituations at that time, by

voting continually with the Minifter againit our national claims,
became fo odious and were fo blackened in the'eyes of the people,
that even after we had obtained our independancy, the people could
place no confidence in a Government compofed of thofe very men
who had fo long refifted it. Sixteén years had removed many of
thefe men, and nearly obliterated the recolle&tion of thefe old
conflifs, and juft at the time that'it might be hoped that a Go-
vernment well condu@ed might poflels the public confidence,
this unfortunate meafure of a Union is now brought forward
veviving political ‘controverfies, kindling anew political jealoufies
between the two kingdoms, and debafing and blackening all the
official men in high fituations here, in the opinion of the people ;
for never, never can the'people of Ireland place confidence in an
Adminiftration, compofed of men who on this occafion have
fhewn their prompsitude to'betray the deareft rights and privileges
of their Country.—No! you are blackened, and blackened for
ever in the eyes of thepeople of Ireland ! But however unfavour-
able the fentiment of the people muft be towards thole men,
there is this good'conlequence refulting from this project, that the
fentiment of the people towards this I-Foufe muft be exalted.—The
independant: Gentlemen of Ireland in defpite of all the direét and
indire@ mieans which have been employed to pervert them on this
occalion, have proved this to the Nation, that their prefent Inde-
pendant Parliamentary Conftitution is dearer to them than their
lives, and that it is but with their lives that they will ever furrender
it : 'Yes, the Padiament, or, 1 fhould ' fay, this Houfe, has re-
pﬁthe malignant calumnies ofo its univerfal corruption, which
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have been of late induftrioufly propaghted from the quarter from
which of all others they fhould laft come. There is not in the
world a more open, warmhearted, grateful and unfufpeéting peo-
ple than the people of Ireland.—This unfortunate and jll-advifed
attempt however, muft deftroy in them all future confidence
towards the Government here, as long as it is conftituted of thofe
men who on this occafion have been fo forward te facrifice the
rights of their Country, even though this day fhould, as I truft it
will, put a compleat and decided termination to the fatal project ;—
be aflured, it is neceflary that we fhould now put it down decifively,
otherwife this Country will continue in a ftate of ferment and agi-
tation, every day more and more prejudicial to the connexion
between thefe kingdoms ; a Connexion, to which.my reafon and
my fentiments ftrongly bind me, and which I would preferve at
any expence fave that of Irith liberty. I do not know who
was the advifer of this proje&, but whoever he was, he muft have
been uttetly ignorant of the fentiments of our people. A fatef-
man fhould confider two things before he propofes any public
meafure ; 1ft, whether the meafure be intrinfically good ? Next,
whether it be adapted to the difpofitions of the people. Now,
any man who knew the Gentlemen and People of Ireland, muit
have known that a Legiflative Union would never have been
borne by them,

The Noble Lord has faid as an argument for an Union, that
this country is too poor to maintain its independance. The an-
fwer to that is in the Speech from theThrone, which reprefents our
commerce and revenue to be in aftate of encreafe. Tt is notorious
to every man that the wealth and revenues of Ireland have aug-
mented in the laft 20 years beyond the example of perhaps any
country in the world, yet we are told now that we are not rich
cnough to maintain our parliamentary Conftitution, though we
have maintained that Conttitution for above 600 years when we
were {o much more poor. The Noble Lord fays that an Union
will tranquillife this kingdom, the anfwer to that is in the fpecch
of almoft every county Member who has fpoken, they fay that
fo far from tranquillifing, it will produce, if perfifted in, the moft
violent convullion. Indeed why fhould a meafure be fuppofed
likely to tranquillife the people, which has not been called for by
any clafs or defcription of the people, and which every where
that any {entiment has been exprefled by them, it has been unani-
monfly and firongly againtt it, fave only the folitary corporation
of Cork, The Noble Lord has flated the obligation we owe
England, for the affiftance the afforded us this fammer in fendin
here_her Militia and Fencible regiments. I coincide with the
Noble Lord in highly appreciating that fervice, and in honouring
the gallantry of thofe men to whom the Nation owes every poffi-
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ble demonftration of gratitude, but while he recolleés our obli-
gation to England in this inftance, let him not forget her obliga-
tions to us for fimilar favours. In the American war Ireland
ftripped herfelf of her lalt man' to fend out aids to the arma-
ments of England, and armed voluntarily to defend herfelf. In
the beginning of this war we fent almoft the whole of our army
to fight her battles on the Continent and in the Weit Tudies, as
that on the 1ft of June 1794, while viétory was hovering doubt-
ful over the fleets of England and France, if by any accident the
former had been bafled, we fhould have been invaded, at a time
that we had not 2000 difciplined men in our ifland. 1 fay there-
fore that if the account were fairly fated of fuch aids to each
country, without detrating from the value of the force we have
lately received, thebalance would I believe be in favour of Ire-
land. '

The Noble Lord admits indeed that Ireland muft lofe fome-
what by the encreafe of abfentees but fays that that lofs would
be countervailed by the number of Englith merchants and manu-
faGturers that would come to fettle here. He reprefents them im-
mediatcly covering the face of the whole ifland, and producing eve-
ry where a new and valuable middle order of men. The fame was
faid in the American war when we obtained a free trade, but no Eng-
lilhman came to fettle here in confequence. Now what induce-
ment would they have to fettle here gher an Union, which they
had not 5 years ago or 10 years ago? Since the year 1779 we
have poffeffed a liberty of trade, a few articles excepted, co-ex-
tenfive with England, why then have not Englifimen come and
availed themfelves of it? Why has not our fuperior fituation for
trade tempted them here hitherto, It is now 20 years fince we
obtained that free trade, yet not a fingle Englifh merchant of any
confequence has fince fettled here. The only poflible extenfion of
trade England could give us, is what 15 callcg the channel trade
and that 1n the firft place is of but little importance, and in the
next, it has been promifed already by every reprefentative of the
Englifh Government in this houfe for {ome years palt. It was pro-
mifed by Lord Hobart; it was promifed by Mr. Douglafs ; it
was promifed by Mr. Pelham, and it was promifed by the noble
Lord himfelf, and that in fuch explicit and emphatic terms, that
he faid in this' Houfe, ¢ that if no one elfe did, he would bring
it forward ‘whenever a feafon of tranquillity arrived, and that if
it (hould be refifted by Government, he himfelf would oppole the
Minifter who fhould refift it.”” If then there is any faith in thefe
Minifters, we fhall obtain it gratnitoufly, why then purchafe it hy
the furrender of our Conftitution? I believe, no man in his
{enfes would give any thing to purchafe that which he could ob-
tain for nothing, but what fingular folly would it be for the Irith
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Nation, to purchafe that which it is affured of gratuitoufly, by
the furrender of freedom and independence and every dq,pqg
that is dear to a people ? Pt &

The Noble Lord fays that the prefent Conftitution of this
country cannot ftand, that two legiflatures co-equal and eg-ordi-
nate in the fame empire are incompatible, that they may decide on
the fame matter contrary ways, and one declare fof peace, ‘when
the other does for war. This objeftion to our independance, is
exaltly the fame, as the objeétion of a noted writer, Thomas
Paine, to the Englilh Conftitution. He ridicules the Conftituti-
on for having three co-ordinate eftates, and fays, that one may
decide one way, and the other, another. But what is the faét?
That the objection both of Thomas Paine to.the Englith Confti-
tution and of the Noble Lord to Irith independance, are both
theoretical objettions, contradicted by conftant experience. The
fame kind of objeCtion might be made to trial by jury, that
twelve men would never agree in a verdiét, but we find, notwith-
ftanding, that they do agree, and however extraordinary it may
appear in theory, yet that in practice it is an admirable inftitution,
and has been found fo from the times of our Saxon anceftors to the
prefent day, There is no danger of this difagreement between
the independant legiflatures of thele two kingdoms which the No-
ble Lord apprehends. There will be always fo much good fenfe
in the gentlemen of this Houle, it will be always fo much their
intereft to accord with England in every thing reaionable, and
there will be always fo much minifterial influence, neceffarily from
the nature of our conftitutions as will enfure a conformity of will
in eyery thing effential. ‘

See what Ireland already yields to England and then judge, if
the government be reafonably well adminiftered, whether there
can be any danger of a difference of will between the two king-
doms, or of any breach of the connexion—Dby giving to England
the appointment of the King, we give her the appointment of the
firft branch of the Legiflature, with a negative upon all dur
laws, fo that Ireland never can pafs a law unlefs the great feal 'of
England beaffixed toit, Ireland allo by giving to England the
appointment _of the King gives to her 'the creation of the
{econd branch of our Legiflature, and referves for her own people
only the nomination of the third; namely this aflembly, By it,
fhe alfo gives her the diftribution of zll the honours of the ftate
hereditary and oceafional ; fhe gives her the appointment of all
the Bifhops with the whole patronage of the church ; fhe gives
her the appointment of .the Judges and all the judicial officers of
the Nation ; fhe gives her the nomination of all the officers of the
revenue with the unbounded patronage attendant thereon; fhe alfo
gives her the appointment of the Chief Governor and of the Privy
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Council ; fhe gives her the command of her army, militia and yeo-
men with the appointment to every commiffion in thefe, together
with the power of declaring peace and war. In trade too {he gives
her a monopoly of the whole trade of the Eaft, a hemilphere ; and
the Weft, the binds herfelf to trade only with Euglith Colonies, the
produéts of which are the deareft in the world, inftead of taking
them from other countries where they are cheap; fhe gives her
befides the fole power of making her treaties of commerce nego-

. ciated by her ambaffadors and minilters ; {he pays alio to England

an income in money of about a million and a half a year which
goes to our Abfentees, a neceffary confequence of the connexion,
and a kind of tribute to it, greater than any vanquifhed country
ever paid for any time to its conquerors, and all this we are wil-
ling to give up to England, previded that we are allowed to re-
tain our Conftitution, yet are her Minifters not fatisfied, but
want to defpoil us of it alfo. That Conftitution was eitablifhed
by the original compaét between the firlt Englifh King that ruled
here, and the Irifh people, it was aftersards watitied by repeated
charters and ftatutes, the Nation has been in poflcilion of it for
now above 600 years, and the Gentlemen around me have all de-
clared that they will never part with it, but with their lives.

His Majefty’s Attorney General indeed has faid that the Par-
liament during the firft three reigns after the eftablifhment of the
Englith here, fat in England and that there was then a kind of
Union—if it were fo, that would be of little import to us at the
prefent day, the confideration being not what the Conftitution
was then, but what it is mow. I hold however in my hand a
decilive document againft this affertion of the Attorney General.
It is the anfiver of the Irith Pardiament to Edward 3d, when fum-
moaned by him {to England. 1 will read it to you to fhew
what the Conftitution was, and alfo what the {pirit was, which
animated the Irifh Parliament at that day, Mark their language
fpeaking to that wife and heroic prince dward 3d.

¢ The Nobles andCommons unanimoufly and with one voice
« declare, that according to the rights, privileges, libertics, laws
¢« and cuftoms of the land of Ireland enjoyed from the time of
« the conqueft of faid land, they are not bound to fend any per-
« fons from the land of Ireland to the Parliament or Council of
¢ our Lord the King in England as the writ requires. Notwith-
¢ {tanding on account of their reverence, and the neceflity and
¢ prefent diftrefs of the faid land, they have clected reprefenta-
¢ tives to repair to the King, and to treat and confult with him
¢ and his Council ; referving to themfelves the power of yielding
“ oragreeing to any {ubfidies. At the fame time protefting that
¢t their compliance is not hereafter to be taken in prejudice to
¢ the rights, privileges, lgws and cu‘ﬁoms which the Lords and
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¢ Commons from the time of the conqueft of the land of Ire-
¢ land, have enjoyed.” a

Thus at a time of great exigency, they confent for once to
go; but knowing, that mingled with the Parliament of England,
they muft be outnumbered ; and fo that great {ubfidies might be
impofed on their own country againft their confent, they pre-
vioufly declare, that they reflerve to themfelves alone the power
of raifing any contributions on the people ; and they conclude,
that their compliance on this occafion fhould never be brought as
a precedent for any future day. Nor was it ; for never do we
mect with an inftance of this again. g

His Majefty’s Attorney General has alfo quoted the authority
of Mr. Molyneux, as favourable to an Union : the name of Mo-
lyneux muft be dear to every friend of Ireland ; and therefore his
{entiment fhould be fairly ftated. He was contending againft
the ulurped fupremacy of the Britith Legiflature, and writing
at a time that our Conftitution was fo deformed by the per-
verfions of the Law of Poyning, and fo fubdued by the over-
ruling power of the Englith Parliament, that, in comparifon of
that ilate, he might fay, that even an Union was a defirable
mealure: but if the fpirit of Molyneux could now call to you
from his tomb, beholding you invefted with all the plenitude of
fupreme imperial authority, weuld it not invoke you to part with
your lives, rather than with your independance ?* His Majelty’s
Attorney General has alfo quoted-the authority of Lord Somers,
as a favourer of the Scotch Union ; and why fhould he not be a
favourer of it ? for he was an Englithman, and therefore a friend
to the power of England. There is this difference, therefore, be-
tween the conduét of my Lord Somers and his Majefty’s Attor-
ney General ; that the one was arguing for a Ugion to exalt his
country, that the other is arguing for a Union to debale his.
But were my Lord Somers now alive, and an Irithman and Attor-
ney General of Ireland, he would fooner not only part with his
office, but with his life too, than fupport the projected Union.

Were the Union ever fo good a meafure, why bring it for-
ward at this time ? Is it not evidently to take advantage of Eng-
lamd’s firength here, and our own internal weaknefs? It is always
in times of divifion and difafter, that a nation avails itfelf of the
nfirmities of its neighbour, to obtain an unjuft dominion. The
hiftory of mankind is full of fuch inftances. Every page pre-
fents you with the injultice and rapine committed by one country
againft the credulity and weaknefs of another. Yo# have no rea-
fon, therefore, to be much furprized at the attempt of the pre-
fent day. It is a great projeét to deftroy at once the Confti-
wation of this country, which has lafted above 6oo years, and
at a‘fatal feafon to fubjed it to the domination of England for
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ever.  What indeed have mankind been warring for fince the
foundation of the world, but one country ftriving to obtain do-
minion over another ? and this is the fimple flate of the attempt
of the prefent day : namely, that Great Britain fhould rule you
inflead of you ruling yourfelves. That Great Britain fhould
defire to do fo, I do not much wonder at ; for what . nation is
there that would not defire to rule another ? Nor am I furprifed
that there fhould be fome among you bafe enough to confpire
with her in doing fo ; for no country can expe& to be fo for-
tunate as not to have betrayers and patricides among its citizens.
But if this Affembly, the chofen protectors of the peoples rights,
fhould agree thus to betray them ; that indeed would be matter
of fuch furprize and indignation too, as I have not a mind to
conceive, or language to exprefs.

Our prefent Conltitution of Parliament is as old as our con-
nexion with England ; and if you are not falfe to yourfelves and
to your country, it will be as lafting as that connexion. Ac-
cording to my Lord Coke, Parliaments were eftablifhed here by
Henry II. According to Mr. Pettyt, thereis a record of the
Commons being fummoned to Parliament here, at an earlier pe-
riod, than there is any record of the Commons of England be-
ing fummoned to Parliament there. So much fo, that it is from
the Irith record that he argues the antiquity of the Englifh Houle
of Commons ; fuppoling, and rcafonably, that it muft have been
as ancient as ours.

We may therefore, without engaging in the difputes of Anti-
quarians, date the being of eur prefent conftitution of Parlia-
ment inconteltably from as early an Epoch as England can incon-
teftably date the being of hers. Ireland has a Magna Charta too,
more than once ratihed and confirmed, and as full and as ex-
plicit a declaration of liberties as the great Charter of Lngland:
That of Henry the Third, runs word for word, the fame as the
Englifh Charter, changing only the names. Thus not only werg
Parliaments fo early eltablifhed m Ireland, but the broad balis of
chartered liberties, upon which they ftood in Eungland, was cita-
blifhed here alfo ¢ our predecellors knowing that both were nccei-.
fary to theiriberty and happinefs, the charters, as defining their
individual rights, and their own Parliaments, to watch over and
proteét them. - And therefore when Edward the Third fummon-
ed the Irifh Parliament to England, they protefied againit the
precedent as I have ftated. For our predeceflors had not that
filly confidence in the Englith Parliament which we find in fome
weak men of the prefent day—they knew that if they fat in the
Englith Parliament, they mult be out-numbered—that if thcy
were out-numbered, they fhould be out-voted in the only inflance
in. which the interefts of the two countries were likely then te

P S L gy T ey i
,3 ’

E

r

,

i



.
e d

102 PARLIAMENTARY

come in competition ;—namcly the fupplies that Ireland was to
contribute—and therefore ‘they previoufly declared that no

lith member fhould vote on thofe fupplies, and this they did too
u?an}:mouﬂy ; Sir, there was not to be found in ; the ?mmm
of that day, one man fo infane or fo bafe as to truft the inter
efts of Ireland to the overruling numbers of the Enml'ha-
ment. Will not their fpmt animate you now, and "t&.\r wifdom
diftate to you your duty ?

The anfwer of this dignified Parlianient to the fummons of
Edward the Third, fecured the independance of Ireland for many
fucceeding ages. In later times however the extraerdinary doc-
trine was broached, that the Englifh Parliament/ had a right to
make laws for Ircland: The firlt econtroverfy on this fubjeét
took place in the reign of Charles the Firft, swhen this country
had been torn and- waited by Rebellion. Teewas again revived
and exercifed in frequent inftances, when this eountry was again
debilitated by Civil War after the Revolution—and now is the
fupremacy of the Englith Parliament: attempted to be revived
once more, and in a more formidable fhape than ever, by the ex-
tintion of our own, when this country has been once more en-
feebled by its own internal diffenfions and conflits. So nataral
15 it for a nation to éncroach upon the rights of anor.hyr, at the
time that it is weakened and diftrelled, and fo clearly is the de-
fign of England manifefted by our hiftory, her ufurpation con-
tinually trcadmfr upon the heels of our infirmity. In the Ameri-
can war, llOWCVLl’, Ireland burft the chain of thefe ufurpations—
how ?—by her Parliament. It was our own Parliament then,
aided and wurged by a h:gh fpirited people, whofe hearts
throbbed with liberty, and whofe hands were firong with volun-
tary arms ; it was'here, I fay, within thefe walls, that this af-
fembly, the ergan of the popular will, put forth ‘its voice and
demanded the frecdom of our conﬁitntion, and the uncontrouled,
legiflative and fupreme authority of the land. It was here before
the breath of the Parliament of Irelend, that the ufurping do-
mination of England bowed 1ts head and dropped the fceptre of
its power, and therefore it is that our Parliament 1s now to be ut-
terly deftroyed, root and branch, not a fibre of it left in the land,
left it fhould grow again, and fhoot, fpread and flourifh, and left
Ireland at fome hallowed moment fhould once more through the
medium of this aflembly recover its freedom.  Annihilate the
Parliament of Ireland, that is the cry that comes acrofs the water
—Now 1s. the time—Ireland is \\eak-—I:cIa.ad 1s divided—Ire~

fand'is appalled by civil war—Treland is covered with troops—
martial law brandifhes its {word throughout the land—now is the
time to put down Ircland for ever—now flrike the blow—who ?
-—is it you P~will you obey that voice #—will you betray your
country ?
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- Lord CastrErracH faid it was by no means his defire to
re-argue the quettion fo extenfively debated on Tuefday ; the ob-
je& of the Honourable Baronet was to expunge this paragraph
from the Addrefs, and to that only he would {peak,—What
did the paragraph imply to any man who took the pains of read-
ing it ? Nothing more than the readinefs of the Houfe to en.
ter into the confideration of fuch meafures as fhould be moft
likely to confolidate the ftrength of the Empire. Could, any
man deny that this was a defirable obje& ? or could any -man
expect that fuch a metaphorical expreflion would be laid hold of
to imply that by it that Houfe was fpecifcally pledged to the
meafure of ap Union >—It was urged, that the perfon repre-
{enting Government in that Houfe had not declared pofitively
to the Houfe, that he would not again bring forward the quef-
tion this Seffion : Could this be a motive for refufing affent to
the paragraph ? What was the declaration made by that perfon ?
that he would look to the fenfe of Parliament-and of the Na.
tion, and give it its fair weight, in the prudential confideration
of re-agitating the queftion. But convinced, as he was, that
the meafure was one of great dnd important advantage, he would
never lofe fight of it; and if he felt that convition, he would
defert—bafely defert his duty, were he influenced by clamour to
abandon it. He had not pledged himfelf to renounce it for the
Seffion, but he was pledged by a flronger tie—his attention to
the opinion of Parliament and the Country : had it been necef-
fary to bind him by fuch a promife—had he been fuch a perfon
as nothing but an extorted confent could bind, how eafy would
it be for the Minifter to elude fuch a promife ; how eafy, if the
{enfe of the country thould change, would he be able, by a nro-
rogation, to put an end to this Seffion, and propofe the mealure
in a new one ? Was the Parliament fo diftruftful of itfelf as to
find fuch a promife neceffary? was it fo afraid of the change of
fentiment in *the country, as to with to tie up its own hands
againit the meafure ? if it were fo, might not {fuch a Parliament,
be fent back to its Conftituents, if it were frantic enough to bind
itfelf by a refolution which might render it neceflarily regardlefs
of the voice and intereft of the country ? Parliameént had at all
times the power of difmiffing from immediate difcuffion any mea-
{ure propofed, but it could not exclude future difcuffion ; it was
the duty of the Minilter to offer whatever he thought for the na-
tional advantage; by the Conftitution, he could not be precluded
from propofing fuch meafures, it was his imperative duty, which
he muft difcharge ; had fuch been the opinion, or fuch the rule
of Parliament, we fhould not have the Britith Conftitution,
Were party eabal or party trick to influence his exerci&? ?f duty,
we dhould not enjoy that Conftitution—for by the Britith Con-
ftitation the origination of great national meafures is plealed in
g s
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the Crown ; had it been heretofore in the power of party cabal
to vefift even the inveltigation of fuch meafares, would that Con-
{Hitution have been what it is? were a Britifh Minifter to be in-.
fluenced by Round Robins and Cabals, by combinations, to with-
told from men, on account of their political conduét, the bread
due to their profeflional labours, the Britifly empire would not
be in the glorious fituation in which it now ftood.—1f this coun-
try, faid his Eordfhip, is to be governed by combination, it is
brought to abfolute ruin. Governmen has been charged with
difmiffing its fervants for their political opinions: it is the right
and privilege of Government to do fo; the Britifh Conftitution
does not confider places under the Crown as mere annuities for
the emolument of the poffeffors : it invefls the Minifter with the
right of choofing and difmiffing the fervants of the Crown, to
give weight and dignity to the Crown ; and'if the Minifter muft
retain thofe perfons who are hoftile to his meafures, becanfe fuch
is the will of a fa&ion, the conftitutional power of the Crown,
and with it the Conftitution itfelf, are at an end.—The fame
Conftitution gives to Parliament a controul of the conduét of
that Minifter; to Parliament he'is anfwerable for his condu&,
not to facion ; and Parliament is no longer Parliament if 1t has
not energy fufficient to controul the Minifter. What kind of an
oppofition has been arranged againft the meafure difcufled yefter-
day? Do not gentlemeny perceive the effort of interefted party
to form a cabal for private purpefes >—Look to the oppofition in
Scotland againit the fame meafure—compofed exaétly of the fame
matcrials : fee who are the moft adtive here—fome of the very
men who by attempting to degrade and vilify Parliament have
given a pretext to traitors afd rebels. What were the laft words
of the perfon now moft forward, vpon his feceding fvom the
Houfe? ¢ That the Parliament was fo loft to every conftitutienal
principle, that he was afhamed to continue to fit in it, and there-
fore abandoned his duty : This was his laft expreffion. What
was the lait effort’ of his public life? To affimilate the Parha-
ment of Ircland to the Government of France, to carve out the
country into French departments, and by a fyftem of reprefenta-
tion which had deftroyed France, to introduce anarchy and maf-
facre into this country. After failing in this projeét from the
fpirit and good fenfe of Pacliament, did he not fhrink from the
conteft excited by his own principles and his-own example ? Have
the loyal gentlemen, who now firangely voted with him and his
party, fo forgotten zll thefe circumftances ; have they fo loft the
recolleétion of thofe calamitics, that they can look to him and
his friends with confidence for the future Gevernment of this
country ? It is impoffible ;—the phrenfy of a moment may
have fedaced. them into fuch ftrange company; their returning
good fenfe will permit them to look upon it as it deferves.—
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Another defcription of the opponents of this meafure is of a
very oppofite kind indeed to that perfon and his friends :—They
are the men, who, in the time of danger, ftood forward hike men
zo refcue their country from the confequences produced by thofe
who are now their allies. But thofe men never can fo favdorget
the common obje&—the connexion with «Great Britain, (for
which both of us are labouring, though with ‘different opimons
as to means) fo far to difgrace themfelves by acting with thofe
who wifhed to debafe Parliament and deflroy their Conftitution—
let thofe loyal gentlemen affure themfelves that they can mnever
raife thofe perfons to their own proud rank, though they may un-
happily degrade themfelves to their evel.  Let them not be fo
hurried away by their feelings, as to entertain for a moment an
jdea that becaufe they happen to agree in this one point, a com-
mon co-operation with their ‘enemies is necefiary.  Let them not
be impofed upon by the artifice of thefe infinuations, that the
meafure is to be carried by a military force : it is a fraud practifed
upon their honefty : it would be a wretched Government indeed,
which would deftroy the attached adherents of Monarchy by em-
ploying force or corruption to catty any meafure, however ad-
vantageous in profpect. Refolved as I am, never to be deterred
by cabal, from offering any meafure to'the difcufiion of Parlia-
ment, I never could embark in fo abfurd a fcheme as to con-
ceive it poffible to intimidate ‘or corrupt the country into any
meafure whatever.— There have bieen in the courfe of debate in-
finuations of a general nature, that Miniflers had employed 1l-
licit means to fecare fupport: I pafs them by as they deferve,
with contempt ; but I have alfo heard particular circumitances
mentioned as fa@s, of fo bafe and falfe a tenor, that T will trace
them to the individual, be him who he may, from whom they
originate, and force him to make a public difavowal. I fhall
not delay the Houfe much longer, b before I it down, fuffer
me to deprecate that fpecies of equivocal language which is nei-
ther altogether perfonal, or altogether parliamentary : if gentle-
men coriceive that any man on this fide of the Houfe has done
them perfonal dnjury, let them come forward and feck redrefs like
men. If théy wifh to enter into perfonal conteft, let them avow
their wifh and come forward like men ; but let them not refort
to that kind of language, which is juft fo far fhort of perfonal
offence as to fhelter them from perfonal chaftifement ; let them
not dilgrace Parliament by introducing that which has proved lo
fatal to the country—angry inve&ive and illiberal perfonality.

_Mr. G. Poxsoxey {aid, he once heard of a certain perfon
whothad been fo bold as to tell the people of this couvntry in
that Houfe, that it was idle and filly in them to talk about {ub-
jeéts which they did not underftand ; though that fabject was the



106 PARLIAMENTARY

~

furrender of their Conftitution and Liberty ;—but he could not

believe that even the bold infolence of that man would venture’

to tell the majority of the Irifh Houle of Commons that they
were dupes of faction ; that they acted under the influence and
management of faftious men, when they refufed to annihilate
the Irifh Parliament, and give up the indepencance of the coun-
try. How did the country gentlemen of Ireland feel on this ?
Are they tame enough to bear the imputation of being: fools—
inftruments that are ufed by a few factious men for the worlt pur-
pofes? Would they fubmit to fuch a declaration from a young
man, who had nothing to fhield him from their contempt, but
the office which he abufed ? Of what men was the bedy which
oppofed the Minifter on this fubjet conftituted ?  Certaiuly
men of different political principles were to be found among them.
—But was the Conftitution of Ireland to be furrendered, becaufe
there was a difference of opinion on fome queftions between thofe
who were unanimous on this? You, Mr. Speaker, faid he, are
of that number—and, no doubt, it is the weaknefs of your mind
which thus renders you the tool of party—or it is fa&ions dif-
pofition which has placed you at the head 8f that party. Where
are the cabals and round-robin of which the Noble Lord fpeaks ?
Is it in that profeffion which is truly called the firft profeffion in
the country; and in which are to be found men, to whom com-
pared, the Noble Lord, in every point of view, is but a Puny
Child? That profeflion have this day declared unanimoufly that
they will not accept of the office from which a Right Honourable
Gentleman near him was difmiffed, becaufe he would not fubmit
his underftanding and his confcience to the will of the Noble
Lord. Was that the refult of interefted fadtion ? Had they
been hunting for places, from which the Intemperate Folly of the
Noble Lord had difplaced the old and faithful fervants of the
Crown, his charge would have been founded ; but acting as they
had done, what honeft man but muft feel indignation at the af-
perfions which were wantonly thrown on them ? Did the Noble
Lord know any thing of the Conftitution :—If he did, muft he
not know that the Houfe of Commons have a right to advife the
Minifter ; and that the People have a Right to exprefs their fenfe
of his meafures 2 Did the Noble Lord already think himfelf an
abfolute Monarch in Ircland; or that the King’s fervants held
their places fubjeét to him only, and fo long as they agree with
his meafures ? It was the duty of that Houfe to exprefs their
fenfe of public meafures; and Parliament had often difmiffed the
Minifter for propofing bad meafures.  But did the Noble Lord
acquielce in the opinion of the Houfe in this inftance? No—
he faid, indeed, he would not now pufh the meafure ; but he de-
clared at the fame time, that he would never lofe fight of it.
No thanks to the Noble Lord for now puthing it, for he could
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[ not carry it—thanks to thie cabal ; thanks to the virtue and fpirit
} which had appeared both in and out of Parliament. But let the
.F

{pirit of the Houfe or of the country flumber, and then we know
from experience what ufe the Noble Lord will make of the favour
of the Crown to force the meafure on the country. Even then,
he believed, the attempt would be unfuccefsful ; but he would
i not leave it in the power of the Noble Lord to practife again in
~ {upport of the meafure thofe unconftitutional arts which he knew
he had pra&ifed. No; let the Noble Lord avow that he never

will again propofe to the country this abominable meaflure while

he continues in office ; let his friends advife him to this ftep, the

: only one which can put the country at reft. He would now ad-
drefs himfelf to thofe gentlemen who fupported the meafure 5 they

- were interefted perhaps in fupporting the Minifter; butmoft of them
muft be more interelted in the peace and profperity of the coun-

try. He fubmitted it then, whether their true intereft did not

call on them in this inftance to oppole the Minifter, and put to

“reft a queftion which cannot but agitate vielently the public -

mind. It was not difgraceful to recant an' error ; they might
have mif-reckoned on the fentiment of the Houfe ; they might
not have known the fenfe of the country; and they would not,
as men of fenfe, endanger the peace of thecountry, by keeping
afloat a queftion which it was already evident could not be car-
ried,

Mr. Ponfonby then alluded to' the charges of inconfiftency
which had been made againft thofc gentlemen who had feceded
from Parliameunt in difguit, and now returned to it. He was one
of them. He now found he mifealculated the virtue of Parlia-
ment and the people. He regretted his miftake ; he now faw
the gentlemen of that Houfe begin at laft to fee that their eftates
were better than their places: fuch good fenfe and honefty in

| Parliament would lead to re-eftablifh the peacs of the country.
F In the peace of the country alone was he interefted ; and to prf)_
| mote that, he would, day after day, prefs the Minifter, until he
forced him to make a full and formal renunciation of this dan-
gerous and wicked meafure.

Hon. D. Browne profeflfed that he never gave a vote in that
Houfe which was more the refult of honeft convidtion, or with
which he was better fatisficd than the one which he gave laft
night on the difeuflion of this. queftion : his fentiments were not
altered, and his'vote would ftill be the fame. He could not but
fufpeét the motives of gentlemen who were for preventing a fair
difcuffion of, the meafure on its own merits ; for the only way to
candid. and difpaffionate confideration. The judgment of any
man would not be injured by esercife ; and every Member of that

L
-

afcertain the goodnefs or defets of a meafure, was to give it a
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Houfe would be as free to reje¢t the meafure, implied in the{:i:
ragraph now debated, after he had afforded a duve confiderat
to it, as before. After fome further obfervations on the Whjedt,
not very remarkable for their novelty or application, he conclud-
ed by fupporting the Addrefs as it ftood. -

. - W
Counf. J. Beresrorp applanded the manly and «W&ble
manner in which the Noble Lord (Caftieveagh) had this night
declared himfclf ; that the Noble Lord had failyseclated, that
he did not confider the Houfe, by voting for the Afcﬁ-r& as it
ftocd, as binding the Houfe to {upport the meafurcef an Union.
The Addrefs barely pledged the Houle to a, confiderasion
of the fubject. It came down to the Houle, recommended for

~ confideration by our moft gracious Sovereign, and on that account,

at leaft, merited confideration. The unhappy fcuds which had
fo long agitated this country, and convefteditsto a charuel-houle,
called for fome effe@ual and extraordinary remedy : would the -
Houfe then reje&t without confideration ; would they preclnde
themfclves from hearing the Propofitions fuggefted by the Father
of his People, as. a panacca for the diforders of this dillratted
land? He deprecated that kind of imputation coming from gen.
tlemen who oppofed Minifters on the lait night’s debate, charging
on gentlemen who fupported Minifters on the principle of Union,
the influence of private intéreft’ or corrupt motives. e fpurn-
ed fuch language with indignation ; there was at lealt as much
honour, as much patriotifm and independant principle among(t
thofe who fupported, as amongilt thefe who oppofed the principle
of an Union ; andvin voting for that principle, as he fhould this
night, he fhould feel himfelt entailing uvpon his country no dif-
grace, by more clofely and infeparably conne&ing her with Great
Britain, the miltrels of commerce, the proteirels of Europe, and
the admiration of the world.

Mr. MarTiy.—Mr. Speaker, I rife to thank the Noble Lord
for his declaration on clofing the laft debate on this fubje&, that
he would not prefs the meafure until the country had fufficient
time to be well informed on a fubject of fuch national importance ;
but T applaud the Noble Lord infinitely more for his declaration
now, that he would take the firlt opportunity that occurred, af-
ter allowing a due time for a fair and liberal difcufilon every
where. . “'We have been told with great trinmph by my friend
the honourable Baronet, that fince the year 1782, this couatry
has afferded a perpetual fcene of difcontent ;—Sir, I proteft this
is not, in my humble opinion, an argument againlt a Legiflative
Union : I think the reverfe. Since 1782, we are told that the
nation has increafed in agriculture, manufactures aud trade ; it is
true, and yet this is no reafon againft a Legiflative Union,  Sisce
that period, wealth has been more generally diffufed through Ire-
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laid, than any other Country ; the poor have grown rich, and
there has arifen amongft us an agricultural yeomanry, If a coun-
try, Sir, that was poor, is increafing beyond example in its agri-
culture and its commerce, and yet becomes hourly difcontented,
and at laft breaks out into open rebellion againft all its conftitut-
ed authorities ; what is to be done 2 Will my honourable friend
propofe to defolate the land, and deprive them of all thofe bene-
fits 2 We are told again, that Great Britain was in earneft, and
fincere in the Adjuftment that took place in 1782<—fhe was ; and
and if fhe has changed her mind, it is, from the imperative fitua-
tion of affairs ; for thofe difcontents we muft look for fome caule,
that caufle is faétion. The mifchievous trade and fpeculation of
Pacliament ; it is a faflion that has arifen within thefe walls ;
who labeur inceffantlv, who fee the woes of the nation fo long
only assthe Minifter has been unmindful of their own, and for the
redrefs of them are fo clamorons, that they ¢ make the night
joint labourer with the day.”” We are told by the honourable

- ‘Baronet, that aithough Parliament had funk for fome time a little

in his eftimation ; and although Ae omce thought that fome lile
correélion by reform was neceflary, yet that fuch was his prefent con-

fidence in their integrity and dyimen_’éled virtue, that he was wvery

fure that they would' anfwer every beneficial purpole to the na-
tion, without any fuch darfb corretion. The honourable Gen-
tleman next to the honourable Baronet  fpoke of Ais conjidence in
the Parliament, which Parliament he abandoned for their incor-
rigible wwickednefs and corruption. Thiscchange of featiment, M.
Speaker, has not been publicdy avewed much above cight and
forty hours; and you may beft judge, Sir, whether there were
any kind offices manifefted at an earlier period to bring about
fo extraordinary a revolution ‘in the moral frame. Now al
this is no argument againft a Legiflative Union, but it is a
very ftrong one for it. I'appeal to the common recolletion of
the Houfe, and to every corner of the kingdom, whether the
leaders of this debate' 'did not declare, that the refulal of a Par-
liamentary Reform was the caufe of every mifery the country {ut-
tained, and finally of the Rebellion. Did any, aud which of them
declare, that he would'never accept any office under any Admii i lra-
tion, nor fupport any Government that did not adopt the plan of
fpecific Reform, ‘which he fubmitted to them ? Now, Sir, 1 afk
the nation, if the refufal of Parliamentary Reform was the caufe
of all thatrhas Been afferted ; (and I think it greatly contributed
to it) and.that thatisto be perfevered in, how is the country
to be {aved 3 There wants none to this tilffus but one abfurdity,
which is this, that thofe gentlemen who arve become the inftru-
ments ‘of. this faction, and who left the honourable Mover in a
Miftiority of Seven, fhould now declare, that they had in turn
changedtheir opinions, and would fupport that very Beform which
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they rejefted with indignation ; let us now fee, :what means the
geotlemen on the other fide of the Houfe have to propofe to
fave the country, other than that of ruling it which fome
think would not fave it. Even until this moment one party de-
clared, that the refufing to purify the Parliament was the caule,
the fole caufe of every calamity ; another divifion of this'fame
party declared, that the fa&ious declamations, and the induftry
with which they taught the people to clamour foriwhat they
could not comprehend, and what could adminiftermno remedy to
the evils they affeéted to cure, was the true, legitimate and only
caule of thefe calamities. © On all hands it is admitted.that fome-
thing mufl be done. The gentlemen. on the. other fide condemn
as ruin, not only the adopting a Legiflative Union with Great
Britain, but the confidering or underflanding the {ubject before we
determine not to entertain it.  This fomething ‘then, is the Le-
giflative Union which weare confident to hopesmay be fo fhap-
ed by the wifdom of the two countries, ‘as_to prove a true and
laiting remedy for thofe miferies we have.all lamented. We have
fhewn our plan ; if it is condemned, letall thofe gentlemen wheo
fo confidently cenfure, what they difdain to confider, and whe
are fo defirous to commit their minority, who almeft conftitute
the majority of this Houfe, againft the meafure ; we call upon
upon them to produce their plan, which, if found better, will be
the beft condemnation of curs: and 1 promife them for one, I

fhall be the firft to fubferibeits’ What, Sir! Is it to fave the

country, to criticife with a jealous minutenefs every plan offered
by thofe who are really intereffed in its falvation, and with a cau-
tious policy, more cautious than honefl, to withhold any propo-
fition of their own 2 'We bave fhewn to the world our cafe ;
fome of them are lawyers, and I call upon them to fhew a better
title than the Noble Lord has done, to the gratitude of the
nation. They remimd me of the humorous flory of a moderu
"T'raveller, who relates that his companion never paflfed the ftatue
of Jupiter without a courtly obeifance ; and, as not quite fure
of a fudden reftoration to the fuperintending care of the Capitol,
as regularly attended the reigning power at the Vatican.—
If our Conftitntion ftands, and may it ftand for ever! they have
avowed nothing fo monftrous as to be excluded from its bleflings.
If it falls, and 1s reduced to the firlt chaotic principles, fome may
hope, like what is lighteft and vileft, to float upon the furface,
But, Mr. Spesker, we are told that England will afterwards
have aright to levy every arbitrary Tax upon this Country to its
utier ruin ; and the diffemination of this folly has deluded many
perfons out of this Houfe to difapprove the meafure. I tell
the Hon. Gentlemen on the other fide, and I defire to be contra-
di¢ted if T am wrong, That the termsof the Union may fecure
to this Country the quantum of Taxation which it fhall be poffible

-
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for the united Parliaments in Britain to levy. The rate of taxes
here may be after the Union infinitely lefs than they are at prefent.

An Hon. Gentleman not in his place, has told you Sir, that
Gentlemen who prefer their eftates to their places, will vote againit
this meafure. I have no office, and I prefer my eftate to the
Hcome of any three of the proudeft offices in the Country, and
therefore fhall vote for taking this meafure into confideration.
We hear that no one argument has been ufed in favour of any
plan of Legiflative Union, now here is one that I have not
heard.—By an Union England and Ireland will be made in effect
one Conntry, and England muft then ufe the fame exertions to
fave the county of Mayo, as fhe would do to prote&t Suffex. It
is faid, in any cvent fhe will proteét Ireland—fhe will undoubt-
edly ; but there is a greater effort which England will exert after
the Uuion even by flaking her own fate with ours. ~ This is an ar-
gument and I rely upon it as fuch. Have we not heard, that"
when the French landed at Bantry bay, England over-looked
eur fecurity and was indifferent to our fate, and it became the
fubje&t of Parliamentary enquiry; we heard it from the hon.
and learned Gentleman moft forward in the Debate, Now Sir,
if this calumny on the chara&er of Great Britain weighs with
no other Gentleman, it muit with the Hon. Member who ufed
the argument as a motive for confidering the propriety of a
Legiflative Union. Weare told a Union will degrade the Nation.
Hear the anfwer, and it is a fhort one, 1f Ireland Sir, be unit-
ed to England, England muit be united to us; now, it is not
pretended it can degrade England, and yet if it degrades one it
muft both ; fo the true and only conclufion is, that it degrades
neither., The Hon. Baronet 1s difpofed to forget the original
fin arifing from the very formation of Parliament and the corrup-
tions of its members in this one a& of difinterefted virtue. Has
Parliament no intereft in ‘voting againft this Union ? Alas! Sir,
they have much more than their conflituents ; but they have many
county members. On the calculation of intereft they muit have
thirty one, that is the number which it is fuppofed will be excluded
from the Union Parliament ; but they ought to have more, for
in many inftances, the collegue who is excluded, will by uniting
his intereft with fome other perfon, exclude the Member who
fhould vote for the Union; and this argument might in very
many inftances apply to both the County Members. Many of
the great borongh proprietors are againft this mealure; have they
no intereft inoppofing it ? Is it nothing to weigh in golden {cales
the fate of every Adminiftration coming into this Country? Is
it no powwer to be able to abufe power, to expel two Lord Lieute-
nants for endeavouring to refcue the Conftitution, and turn to
flight one Commander in Chief, Sir R. Abercrombie, who never
fled in battle, becaule he differed from them—becaufe he faid the

Q
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d}fupllne in fome part of the army was relaxed ! He dlfapprovd‘
of burning houfes and of free-quarters ; and the borough pro
etors chofe to have both. Are thefe matters fact? if fo, _{hey
cannot recur frequently, and the nation exift ; and yet,
tlemen on the other fide, who once rent almoﬂ: the vault of
in their complaints, have now no remedy but fubmiffion ;-
Speaker, this is the language of this night, and a&q;,fuch‘hn.-
guage can the Union coatinue to be unpopular ?—It.cannot, it
thall not. For example : Galway a town juftly dear to ‘me, has
fuddenly prejudged the meafure, In truth, Sir, the, difcoffion -
of this fubject in Parliament is what muft and/ will decide the
public mind. 1 will now engage to meet the Hon. Gentleiuan
before his conftituents and to convince themy-and to poll them
and the population of the town againil him on this interefting
{ub_]e& But the Hon. Gentleman faysit is uuﬁtpular ; that in-
deed is an argument, if after due confideration -it fhall continue
to be fo. But I am bappy to think, that the worthy Baronet’s
conftituents may change their opinion ofi,this meafure, as they did
regarding himfelf and his collegue 5 I underftand they now think
moft favourably of both, My hen. fr!end muft know, that when
public opinion fets him higheft, it is that fentiment to which I
would moft willingly fubfcribe. ,The beft meafures, however,
were at firft unpopular: The. O&enmal bill was in this Houfe
unpopular. The Adminiltration of the Country once offered
to fupport a tax upon Abfcntees ; would that, Mr, Speaker, have
been a good meafure or ‘not? This meafure was oppofed and '
loft, and fome of thofe very Gentlemen who but a {effion ago op-
pofed a meafure that weuld bring home our A.bfentees, now
principally clamour againit the Union on the ground that it will
occafion fome Abfentees.—There was another meafure greatly
unpopular in the nation, which originated in the Duke of Port-
land’s Adminiftration ;. I mean fencible regiments for the protec-
tion of Ireland: I think, Mr. Speaker, fuch a defence would
have been at leaft as conititutional as regiments of the ling or
alien troops fubfidifed. There have been even characters, Sir,
very generally and univerfally odious, that have on a particular
occalion become popular; fo that popularity, Mr. Speaker,
though fome tclt 1s not always a fure one.—Is it not an argument
for the Usion to fay, that the power of the Lord Licutenant of
this Gountry is abfolute as to evil, but circomferibed as to good ?
That we have the theary of the Englith Conflitution is our boatt ;
that we'have abufkd it is our reproach.—Is the 36th and 37th ot
the prefent reign an abufe of it ? Is the Prefs blll which while 1t
fet:at nought’ the liberty of the prefs, refufes to recognize that
that liberty is a conftitutional right? Is this the Coufhitution?
What fhall I fay of three- Iudemmty bills in four years, proteéting
every maglﬂratc and every foldier for all the enormities which in
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that time have been Ferpctmted, from a common affault up to
murder and petty trealon ? :

Mr. Doess— Sir there is one thing, aud one thing only, in
which T agree with the three Members who {poke lait, on the
(;fpoﬁte ide. It is Sir, in reprobating with them all perfon-

ity. But Sir perfonality has not been confined to this fide of
the Houfe, it will however I truft in future be difcarded by all :
and here Sir I caunot help obferving, that were I to fay any
thing perfonal of the Noble Lord, who is the firlt Miniller here,
it would be favourable to him, 1ln a tranfadtion of fomg impor-
tance during the laft Seffion, I had frequent intercourfe with the
Noble Lord, and I found his manners plealing, and what is more
to his honour, his heart humane. I found him bent as he ought
to'be, to do what juflice demanded, but at the fame time to tem-
per that juftice with mercy. Sir I am forvy the Noble Lord has
thought proper to make an attack on the Barniters of Ireland ; a
body of men I will venture to fay more truly patriotic, than any
other in the Nation unlefs it be the prefent Houfe of Commons.
We indeed have it in our power to take precedence, and I truft
we have not only the power but the will. Sir the conduét of
the Irifh Barrifters has more than once been inftrumental in faving
the Nation. They were among the foremoft of the glorious vo-
lunteers of 1780, 1781 and 1782, who at once gave peace and
fecurity at home, and proteéied us from foreign invafion, when
the fleets of England hid themfelves in their ports, and the French
and Spanith flects rode triumphant in the Britith Channel. The
Barrifters of Ireland originated the yeomanry to whom this
country chiefly owes its prefent falvation. The Barrifters of Ire-
land originated the oppefition to this intended Union that would
at once degrade, and deftroy a kingdom. But Sir it is not
wonderful that men of birth, education and talent, fhould be
the prote&tors of the rights of their country: I fay Sir for the
moft part of birth, for will venture to affert, there is not a fa-
mily in Ireland of 1000l a year that has not a ncar relative at the
Bar. I fay Sir of talent, for every man in looking to the line of
life, his children are to purfue, feleéts that fon whom he fuppofes
poflefed of the beft abilities, for the profeflion of the law ; and
here too Sir let me obferve, that where men have not the advan-
tage of birth or*fortune, it muft be by fuperior talents indeed,
that they make their way through the difficulties attending the
firlt commencement of the legal profefion. Let me not then
hear again, areflection on a body of men, that are the pride and
ornament of their country,

Sie a Rt. Hon. Gentieman on the oppofite Bench has faid,
he will vote for the Addrefs becaufe he thinks it indecent not to
give the queftion of a fpecific Union a fair difcuffion. What Sir

i
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are we to go into the minutiz of a Union, when the queftion
that has been lately debated for twenty-one hours, and i1s now
again debating, is, whether we will have a Union atall? _Sir the
Rt. Hon. Gentleman cannot doubt the meaning of the words of
the clanfe in debate, as to the connexion between the two coun-
tries, becaufe the Minifter himfelf has avowed it is a Legiflative
Union.  Sir another honourable member, who openly avows his
approbation of a Legiflative Union, argues that it will benefit
our trade, ftrengthen the connexion between the two countries,
and give us permanent tranquillity. I did on the laft debate endea.
vour to point out to you Sir, and to the Houfe, that in point of
trade England has nothing to beftow, and I offered to produce
fome of the moft refpeable merchants of Dublin at your Bar,
to fubftantiate the faé. Sir I did on the laft debate endeavour
to point out to you and to the Houfe, that fo far from ftrengthen-
ing the connexion, it would lead to inévitable {eparation, Sir I
did in the laft debate endeavour to point out to you, and to the
Houfe, that it would weaken the ftrength of the loyalifts, and
enable the republican to triumph over the Conftitution. Sir I
will not take up the time of the Houfe, in going over the argu-
ments, I havebefore offered, but fhall content myfelf with reaffert-
ing that a Legiflative Union cannot benefit our trade,—cannot
ftrengthen the connexion between the two countries,—and caunot
g!ve us permanent tranquillity, :

Sir there is but one way to tranquillife Ireland, it is to redrefls
every real grievance and put an end to every religious diffenfion.
Let no man flatter himfelf, that Ireland has been hitherto govern-
ed as it ought. I would afk no other evidence to prove the con-
trary, than the Reports of both Houfes of Parliament in the lakt
Seflions.  What Sir, but radical errors in the Government, could
make 400,000 men take an oath againit the Conftitution ? Sir,*I
love the Britifh form of Government, though I hate its perver-
fion, and abominate its tyranny towards Ireland, Sir I love
Irifh freedom, but I hate Irifh treafon, and Irith fedition. ' Sir I
revere the Chriftian Religion, but I deteft bigotry, and perfecution
wherever I find it, whether ‘it be amongft thofe of the ERablifh-
ment, the Diflenters or the Catholi cs. ‘

Sir the commencement of this Seffion has afforded me infinite
plealure.  Nay Sir, the fentiments that have lately been delivered
here, feem to have operated on me as a falutary medicine. I
have for the greater part of the laft ten days been confined to my
houfe by indifpofition. But the {pirit difplayed here on the laft
debate has revived me, and I hope by the determination of this
night to be reltored to health and vigour,

Sir, if there be three men upon earth to whom Ireland is pe-

~culiarly indebted, it is Mr. Pitt, the Noble Lord who is firlt Mi.
wilter here, and the aythor of that Pamphlet which iffued from,
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and is acknowledged by the Caftle. Sir, till now it was only
fufpicion, thata plan had been formed, to reduce Ireland into the
fituation of a province. But from the declarations of the three 1
have alluded to, fufpicion terminates in certainty ; for the Noble
Lotd has in his place declared, that it was a meafure that would
never be loft fight of, till it was carried. Sir we have now full
notice of Britith intention and Britith determination. We alfo
know Sir, that it has been held out in the pamphlet I allude to,
that a Union fhould be accompanied with certain benefits, to the
Catholics, to the Diffenters, and to the People at large. What
Sir, fhall we allow England to purchafe our People by favours,
which we have equally the power to beftow ? Sir I fay if there
is common fenfe in this Houfe ; if there is common fpirit among
us, we will fhew to the People, that we are not avenal, a debafed,
a profligate Houfe of Commons ; we will fhew to the People that
we have been vilified and abufed by the author of the Caftle
pamphlet; and we will fhew to the People that ‘we are the true
and legitimate gnardians of Irifh happinefs, Irith profperity, and
Irith liberty.

Sir, the prefent attempt would never have been made, were
the People of this country united in affection to each other, and at
the fame time fatisfied with their Government. 'What then is the
path that we are to purfue ? It is this, decidedly this, to carefully
examine the fources. of difcontent, and diflatisfadtion, and do
them away. I will not Sirat this mement, take upon me to fay,.

- what it is we ought to do; but.this I affert without hefitation,
that we fhould give to the People every thing, that is confiftent
with the prefervation of our prefent Conftitution, and our prefent
connexion with Great Britain. Thefe Sir, are the only bonnda-
ries that I draw between what the People can demand, and what
the Irifh Legiflature can beftow.

Mr. Hormes obferved, that he fhould not apologife to qualify
the vote he was about to give—his condu was owing to the de-
cifion of his mind—it was truly aftonifhing, he faid, that from
the fame data conclufions fo oppofite could be drwn. The
Houle, he was bold to fay, was competent to every thing ; and,
when it would come before the Houfe, he would be prepared to
meet it. By fuch a condu&, as gentlemen feemed willing to pur-

fue, the Addrefs would probably be loft.

Mr. I. M. O’DoxnerL.—It would have been well worth the
attention of the Irifh Minifter, who {eems to have made the ruin
of his “country his neareft and deareft object, to have fupprefled,
previous to having brought forward this favourite and infamous
meafure, all fuch books as this I now hold in my hand, the s5th
vol. of Parliamentary Debates. Much pains have been ufed in
England and Ireland, to prevent the circulation of all fuch books
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as would enlighten the underfianding or teach men to pr
country to their private intereft. I fhall in the courfe

what T have read in this book, but I fhall ufe in fuppos of the
Conttitution of my country the very words fpoken by anRe, 1
Gentleman oppofite me, who now differs from what he merly
fupported, a Gentleman whom I leoked to as a patierniof private
worth'and political integrity. But Sir, before Liguoté from this
meftimable volume, 1 muft addrefs you in my own. imegular and
accuftomed way : Inoppofing a Legiflative Utlion I hope, I am
confident, I have cxprefled the fincere and determined fentiments
of my conftituents, but as to a R¢. Hon. Gentleman, who mifrepre 3
I mean reprefents me in this Houfe as(Mémber for Mayo, I
thank God I have an opportunity of thus/ publicly declaring for
myfelf, and [ am confident for a majovity of my brethren the free-
holders of Maya, that in his fupportef a8 Union he is not ating
in unifon with eur withes, nor hasthe confulted us on the occafi.
on. Sir the Rt. Hon. Gentleman ‘withes a0 he has often at-
tempted to do before, to play a double fiddle, Both Sides of the
Gutter, it is a deep game ; it i5'a dangerous one ; he will find it
an unfuccelsful one, when he fhall find himfdlf rejected by his
country, he will be publicly-defpifed by the very Minifter whom
be firives to fupport even by the min of his country, but fee how
can this Rt. Hon. Gentleman.reconcile to himfelf or his conftitu-
ents his prefent condu&, hiswoting for a furvender of the Legiflative
rights of Ireland, to his conduét and flrong language at the time
of the debate on the Commiercial Propofitions, at that time when
the independance of his eountry was only fquinted at ; when the
Minifter of the day and his friends declared, that it could not be
affc@ted by the 4th Propofition, what was his language then? I
will repeat it, ford now fee him in his place. On the 2d of Au-
gult 1785, on the debate on the Irith Propofitions, the Rt. Hon.
Gentleman fa2id, ¢ but Sir this arrangement has fuggelted an idea
“¢ in ancther country, that I am afraid to mention in thes Houle ;
¢ I mean d Union, Good God Sir, what Union could we have
¢ with ‘Géeat Britain but a Union of debt and taxation! a
¢ Union, dépriving us of liberty and ruinous to cur country,”’
thofe expreffions refle€ted on him then immortal honour, what do
they now 2 Eternal difgrace. Sir, I will be bold to fay that the
great majority of the frecholders of Mayo are averfe to the mea-
fore, at any rate I am convinced they do not imagine that their
reprefentatives have a right to vote away their freedom, even in-
itruéted for that purpofe. Sir I leve the connexion with Eng-
land as well as the Rt. Hon. Gentleman; when my country was in
danger, when the connexion was attacked by aforeign and inter-
nal force, while fome were flecping, others trembling and fome
running from their country, I was running to defend it, and I
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would do fo this moment did the flighteft neceflity require it, but
1 “ﬁ' never vote for, nor will I fuffer to be voted away, a furren-
der of the right of imperial Ireland, but I muft excufe the Rt.
Hon. Gentleman, for he fays “ he is forced to fpeak, but not by
¢ his own inclination,” hew far that will fatisfy his conftituents [
know nor, as to the remarks and contradittions that the Rt. Hon.
Gentleman has offered to the obfervations of the Hon. Baronet
gS‘ir L. Parfons) as to our having furrendered for ever to Great’
ritain the right and power of making or appointing a King for
Ireland, I do affert we have done fo, for fhould the arhament of
England and the King think fit to change the fucceflion to the
Crown of Great Britain to any other perfon or family; we ‘are
bound thereby, and the King of England {o appointed, would be
ipfo fadlo King of Ircland, without any further recognition of
our Parliament, for we have already provided it fo, itis a part
and a neceffary part of our compa&. b
- The noble lord, the oftenfible minifter, has thought proper to
arraign the conduét of a body of men, who letune tell his lord-
fhip, ftand on too proud and flable a fomndation, to be injured
either by his praife or his cenfure.. -1 mean the Bar, that refpec-
table' body who have faved this kingdom, it is to this fet of
men he has applied the gentleman-like word or epithet of perty-
Jogging ; but that is a trifle to the noblé lord in attacking thole,
who dare oppole his projets, his deep, yet ill laid plans for Irith
fubjetion ; he tells the country gentlemenof Ireland, that they
are dupes that have joined ingcabal and party trick, and that
they have aflociated with democrats, feceders from their parlia-
mentary duty and men who aim.at the overthrow of the con-
ftitation, in the two diftinétions made by the Noble Lord of us
who oppofe this meafure. ‘Xe has pointed out fome as Democrats
who failed in their attempt to overturn the Conftitution, the othess
as loyal men, who in the hour of danger flepped forward in
fupport and defence of their King and Country. -The minority
on the lalt night amounted t6'105 ; there never were feceders from
this Houfe in number_15. Give me leave to afk the Noble Lord,
and I appeal to this' Houfe, what an infamous meafure muft that
be, propofed by the Minifter, which forced 9o acknowledged and
tried loyal men to join with thofe feceders, what a dangerous
meafure muft it not be which unites men of fuch difcordant prin- -
ciples togethepforthe defence of the country ! ' That the Crown
has a power {to.difmils its Servants I will not deny, but I affert
this Houfe hias a power and it is a duty incumbent on it, to inter-
fere and call the Minifter to an account if he fhall exercife thag
power foman unconttitutional purpofe, as hasbeen doue in the
difmiffabeef the Chaucellor of the Exchequer and the Prime
jeant. . Bdeclare Mr. Speaker, I do feel infinite regrer at fec-
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ing a meafure of this fort brought forward under the Adminiftra-
tion of a Nobleman I {o fully refpe¢t—a Nobleman who has alrea-
dy, in fpite of every effort to oppofe him, nearly tranquillifed
Ireland, who fatisfied and appeafed fudia more by charaéter than
by arms, and has afforded Mr. Bacon an opportunity of wuniting
genius and truth in a ftatue of Lord Cornwallis, fheathing his
fword with one hand and with the other pouring the eornucopia of
plenty over the nationsof India. I am confidentthat Noble Lord
has been deceived as to the wifhes and determination of the people
of Ireland on this fubject. I will candidly fay, Tam certain the
Minifter in this Houfe was deceived, elfe he never could have pro-
cceded on this extraordinary, this important attempt to revoluti-
onife this country. For my part I never deceived the govern-
ment, from the firft I faid it was a meafure I would oppofe, that it
was fraught with milchief to the kingdom, and muft be ruinous
to the Empire, tliat no honeft Irithman could exift without op-
poling it, and that would an{wer the wifhes and defires of the
ieparatifts and republicans, if Government would attempt to fup-
ort the abominable méafure,

The Attorney General has thought' proper on a former night
to bring forward in fupport of this Union, the writings of the
greateft friend that the liberties of Ireland ever had, T need not
fay I mean William Molyneux, it is not the firft time that patriot
bas been infulted by an infolent law officer of the Crown, I be-
lieve his book was once burned by the common hangman, why ?
Becaufe it vindicated the rights and fupported the Legiflative in-
dependance of Ireland. Under the fituation Ireland then was in,
bound and fettered by England, he thought an Union was a defi-
rable thing and that England would not grant it, but were he now
alive fecing us poffefled of independance and commerce, neither
of which could be taken from us but by our own aét, he would be
the firft to call forth every encrgy of a free people, to defend their
rights, and waquld tell them, that where they were attacked, it was
legal, nay it wasin the light of heaven neceflary, to bave recourfe
to firfl principles t6 protect and fupport them. I have felt it necef-
fary to fay fo much, as well in vindication of the charaéter of the
dead, as tofausfy the feelings of aliving relative of his, to whom
I have the honour to be conneéted of the fame; an inheritor of
Lis private virtues, fully equal to him both in loyalty and patrio-
tifm; a man who could never be drawn into the vortex of cabal
or faction, or feduced from his duty to his country by the glitter
or feducticn of a court, who in the hour of danger forgetful of
cafeand wealth, underwent every fatigue and rifque in defence of
his King, little imagining the Conflitution of Ireland would be
fo foon attacked, I now talk of Sir Capel Molyneux, who has on
this very occafion been amongtt the foremoft to apprife hig coun-
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try of its’ danger and to call them to #heir pofls, Let me now ad-
drefs myfelf to the Noble Lord, I have endeavoured to oppofe
this meafure without being perfonal, I reipet his private charac-
ter, I am an avowed friend to the Adminiftration in which he
holds fo oftenfible and fo honourable a fituation. It is more than
probable, that on every other queflion he will have my {upport.~ L
belong te no party ; I belong to no cabal, nor to any intrigne, nor
am I a dupe. Let me entreat the Noble Lord, as he valaes the
peace and happinels of his country, every thing dear to him as a
Minifter and a man, candidly and avowedly to come forward and
declare he abandons and wholly gives up a meafure (which. is fo
oppolite to the withes and interelts of the kingdom ; that he will
not keep it fufpended over our heads, to keep alive the fermenta-
tion of the public mind, which had it not been for this mealure
would have now been quicted. I invoke him not to keep this
odious detefted meafure {ufpended over our heads by a fingle hair,

- to be cut at his will or that'of any other Minifter.

Mr. O’Donnel concludsd a very long fpeech with many very
appofite quotations, from the {peeches of Members who fup=
ported the Conflitutional rights of Ireland in 1785 on the debate
of the Irith Propofitions, but who conferited to [urrender them
oit-the debate for an Union in 1799."

In the courfe of his fpeech Mr., O’Donnel went largely into the
queltion of the Scotch Union, paid many compliments to that
Nation, and to the gallant conduct of their foldiers, and particu-
larly mentioned the brave and foldierlike condu& of the Frazer
Fencibles, who he faid werg brave in the field and accommodat !
ing in quarters, but thewed in the cleareft manner that there was
no argument to be drawn from the Scotch Union, favourable to
the propoled one between Great Britain and Ireland.

Lord CastLEREAGH rofe to explain, and to aflure the Right
Hou, Member, nothing was farther from his wifhes than to
throw any afperfions on_the profeflion. In the courfe of his
ipeech he had ufcd the word ¢ petty-fogging,”” but not in ap-
piication to the Bar; it was a vulgar phrale, and he was athamed
of 1t. '

Mr. EpceworTa alfo rofe to vindicate the profeffion, which
he could not help faying, had not been well treated by the
noble Lord,. It'was peculiarly proper in that noble Lord to in-
culcate temiperon the Houfe, whofe official fituation gave him fo
many advantages over other gentlemen, bot it was peculiarly im-
proper.in Him tg have forgotten his own precept, and held out an

~example of heat and violence.  T'he expreflion which he repeated

in order to give the noble Lovd an opportunity to recall it,
( for he cguld not conceive that-wid} fo many high law-officers near
. N
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him he meant to infalt the profeffion) was the phrafe, ¢ Round-
Robin.”” Which means a mutinous demand made by men

to avow themfelves the promoters of ik Did the noble Lord

believe thav any of the gentlemen to whom he all were
afhamed to avow themfelves. The meeting was conduéted by a
gentleman who was the Father of the Bar—was not he an.often-
fible patron of the meafure which they had adopted ? Mr.
Edgeworth proceeded to fay many handfome things-of the pro-
feffion, to which he avowed himfelf to have been bred. "FHe con-
§eflfed that when firft the meafure of an Unicn was mentioned he
was a friend to it : but when he found the fenfe of the na-
tion ~egatnit it, he changed his determination.—~On great poli-
tical queftions the truftees of the people will neceffarily refort to
the opinien of their conflituents.—T'o us (it fhould be fufficient
to perceive that the majority of the people of this kingdom are
averfc to a Legiflative Union. It isYometimes difficult to deter-
mine what conltitutes a majority 5 it may be of two forts, cither
of numbers or of property.— W here thefe differ, a Member of this
Houfe, who is a man of prudence and integrity, muft be de-
cided by concurrent circomitances :—but when thefc coincide,
there can be no doubt how a delegated Legiflator fhould conduét
himfclf.—1'he majority both of property and numbers coincide
upon the prefént occafion.—It would be invidious to affert that
moft of the property and thetalents of this Houfe ave on this
fide, but when the arguments that have been advanced, and. the
names. on each fide fliall be laidibefore the public, they would de-
termine for themfelves. ‘Confidering thefe circumitances, Mr.
Edgeworth faid he could not conceive that the Minifter would
' periift in the meaflure, and if not, to what end perfift in retaining
the obnoxious paragraph? Were Gentlemen afhamed to avow
themfelves in error when the Nation was againft them? If fo,
he onght to be athamed. Is there any thing difgraceful in
vielding to conviction >—if fo, he muft fubmit to that difgrace.
He was convinced that fuch a meafure, urged againit the fenfe or
the feelings of the nation, would be ruinous and unjullifiable.—The
oppofition to this’ meafure is not the oppofition merely of a
cabal.—Mr. Edgeworth faid he did not mean to catch at the
word cabaly for the country gentlemen of Ireland ought not to
follow: the example of intemperance and indiferetion which tiie
noble Lord had fet them ; but if the Minifer was determined to
refs this meafure againit their fenfe and that of the country,
ﬁe hoped thefe gentlemen would unite againft him and form
one body, and then they would be able effectually to fruitrate
any attempt of his, or of any cabal of penfioners and placemen.
This meafure, he jocularly obfgrved, was beginning to make
country gentlemen of more importance than they had beens
Yormerly, he faid, a country member might come into Parlia-

7/
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ment and fit there for years before his face or name was known—
now they are likely to become a very valuable commodity ; and
# the mealure were retained much longer they would rile in
price. He therefore recommended it to the Minifter for his owu
fake to let the queftion reft.—He humoroufly remarked that
much as had been faid of the Minifter’s arts of corruptiony they
did not ftand high in his opinion ; he could not compliment the
Minifter upon his addrefs in this branch of his bufinefs. Mr.
Edgeworth faid he could not boaft of having, upon ‘this oceca-
fion, withftood feduétive temptation; not even the woffer of a
peerage had been made to Aim ; bis political virtue remained there-
fore immaculate, for it is allowed on all hands that the nymph is
chafte who has never been tried.—To be ferians: he rejoiced
to fee that on great conflitutional queftions the bulinels of party
ftopped in that Houfe ; and, that though gentlemen {paculated
with the Minifter on other occalions, on thefe they acted practi-
cally with the people. [reland, he thought, owed great ob-
ligations . to the Minifter and his friends, for. they had fhewn,
not only to her, but to Great-Britain, that {he poilefics a Bar
honeft, independant, and energetic, above the temptations of
emolument or ambition.—T'hey had fiewn that fhe bad a Parlia-

ment, which, however its members might, at fome times, ‘be di-

verted from a vigilant diicharge of their duty, was, upon great
occafions, awake and vigorous to preferve their independance @ —
The fpectacle of this night, he trufted, would convince a neigh-
bouring nation, that, whatever defeéls there might be im our na-
tional charalter, arifing perhaps from conftitutional vivacity, the
people of Ireland pofleffed warm hearts and found heads—An
honourable friend had complained, that it was ungeperous to at-
tack this nation when fhe was nearly proftrate, and breathlefs af-
ter the violent firuggles to which fhe had lately been expofed.—
For his part, Mr. Edgeworth faid, he had never feen any per-
fons more +alert and alive than the gentlemen at this fide of the
Houfe appeared to be at this inflant 5 and if they were thus
awake and vigorous after the fatigues occafioned by a Rebellion,
what mauft they be at any other period ?—Men of the moft dif-
imilar habits, of the moft oppofite parties have, on this emer-
gency, united in one common caufe ; thofe materials which, wheu
feparate, had mot fufficient attraction for each other, began to
confolidate when prefled together by external circumftances.—
The Minifter might, perhaps, find it dangerous to protra¢t the
refent ftate.of unanimity.  Time might, perhaps, confolidate
the fcattered country gentlemen of this kingdom, and give them,
as a.body, that confequence which they ought to pollefs under
{uch-a Conftitution as ours. '
A really wife Adminiftration would feife this crifis to tranquil-
life the country.—When the veflel of the flate makes ne way,
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it will not anfwer to the helm.—When the veffel is in rapid mo~""
vion it will fteer, and may, by a fkilful pilot, be at length con .

du&ed to fecurity.-—-An able Minifter might, by a prudent ‘ufe
of this happy opportunity, reconcile the diffenfions ‘of* this

country, and make Irifimen fhake hapds with Irifhmen. ):-@n:.;
RS 3

Sir Bovie Rocwe confidered fadtion as the fouree of paft,
and the feeds of prefent diffenfion in this country, whigh 1othing
could effettually eradicate but an Union; which had His moll
cordial concurrence. Collifions on the fcore of independafice had
already happened, but how frequently between the Pasliaments of
the two kingdoms, fince 1782, and particularly on' the Regcuey
bufinefs, when a parliamentary fa&ion had rifked, and he very
believed awifbed the feparation of the two kingdoms, by breaking
the main link of the chain by which they ‘were connefted—
namely, the unity and identity of the Exeeutive Branch of the
Conilitation. . g Yy

Mr. St. Grorce Dary obferved that this laft fentiment of
the Hon. Gentleman came from the Prefs, Where he remembered
to have feen it almoft verbatim in the.Hon, Gentleman’s words,—
e [aid infinuations had been thrown out againft the motives of
geatlemen on his fide of the Houle ; he defpifed them ; one gen-
tleman had faid be juft came from a meeting of the Bar, who
voted thanks, and refolved to give precedence to a Right Hon.
Genileman who had been difmifled from office ; that might have
been proper, but the Hon, Gentleman went farther, and faid
they were ready to declare any'man a traitor to his country who
fhould accept the office. ~ Whhar arrogance could induce any gen-
tleman to attribute this dithonourable and illiberal fentiment to
the Irith Bar.. He was convinced they were incapable of it—,
they knew that a manmight accept the office withont difhonogr—
and if they dud not, he would defpife them. This pratice to
attributing unworthy, motives to gentlemen was not to be borne.
The gentlernen on the other fide of the Houfe fhall not do it ; if
they throw o#t fuch infinuations they mnft name the man—gen-
tlemen ‘fhould mot be bullicd! With refpect to the queftion, he
fbould only day he remained of the fame mind in which he was
yelterday, and fo fhould remain till his underftanding was con-
vinced. It was bafe to be bribed—very bafe—but it was bafer
to make the charge, when it was known to be falfe,

Mr. Poxsonsy rofe to vindicate himfelf from what he con-
ceived a-perfonal attack by Mr. Daly; but the cry of fpoke !
fpoke! from the other fide was fo loud that he could not pro-
ceed.
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The SPE{:!; interfeafcd_-—-and faid, that if Mr. Ponfonby rofe
only to explain, he had a right to ‘be heard—but if he meant to
go beyond mere explanation, the Houfe mult give him leave.

The cry of fpoke! continuing, Mr. Ticue moved, that M.
Ponfonby be permitted to fpeak a fecond time.

Lord CaAsTLEREAGH was for giving him leave to reply to a
perfonal application, but infilted he could not go into a general
anfwer without exprefs permiflion.

~ Mr. C. OssoryE oppofed the motion for hearing Mr. Ponfonby
—he faid there were feveral gentlemen who had been wp ten or
twelve times and could not meet the eye of the Chair—Mr. Pon-
fonby had already delivered his fentiments twice cn_ this fubjeG—
and he did not with to hear him any more. :

The motion was carried almoit unanimoufly.

Mr. Poxsoney faid, that no man who had the feelings of a
gentleman would refufe to do that which the Houfe had now al-
woft unanimoufly done, when a perfonal, attack had called on a
Member to rife. It was faid that he arrogated to himfelf in fay-
ing, that the Bar of Ircland were ready to declare any man an
enemy to his country who would accept the office lately filled by
a Right Hon. Gentleman. This was /the firt time he had ever
heard a gentleman make a private comverfation the fubject of a
parliamentary attack. God. forbid ‘that he fhould arrogate to
himfelf the right of fpeaking the fenfe of the Bar—he was a
very humble member of that body, and was happy to follow their
fpirit. He claimed no honour but that of defcading them againit
their calumniator. Whether he had faid the Bar was ready to
come to fuch a refolution as'the Hon. Gentleman had mentioned
he could not fay—for He'kept no regifter of his private conver-
fations—but he was convinced he might fay fo with truth—and
he appealed to many gentlemen who heard him ard were prefent
at that meeting, whether the general fenfe of the Bar did not
appear to be fo, and whether they were not reftrained from doing
{o by the advice of one or. two gentlemen, who thought it wile
rather to confing them to the expreflion of their elicem and thanks
to the Right Hon. Gentleman and others, for their conduéton this
queftion. = But the. Hon. Gentleman fays, that gentlemen are
not to be bullied! I would have the Hon. Gentleman know,
that neither fhall any man on this fide of the Houfe be bullied—
and though it be a word he was not much in the habit of ufing,
he muftefay he felt the moft perfeét conrempt for the threats of that

Hons ngtlt“man.
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Mr. Davy replied, that the converfation to which he had al-
luded had not been addreffed particularly to him, but had been
addrefled to a variety of gentlemen.

Sir J. Braquisre had thought this queftion was.at reft.
What more could gentlemen want than the declaration made laft
night by the noble Lord, that he would not prefs the meafure
while he found the {enfe of the country againft 1t. _This attempt
to keep the fubject alive could arife only from defperate faétion
which wifhed to wear gentlemen out by debate. On the whole, he
thought this was an unfortunate meafure, as it gave new ftrength
to faction, which but for it would not have again raifed its head.
He did not forefee, he confeffed, that fo many country gentle-
men would have oppofed the meafure—f{o many indeed had gone
over to that fide, that one might think that the Hon. Gentleman
at the other fide had corrupted them, but that he was incapable
of it—he meant, did not dnow bow to corrupt.

Sir J. Parxewr faid, that from the refufal of the noble Lord
vo declare that he would not again propole the meafure, becaufe
if he did make fuch a promife, he could not bind the Parliament,
he inferred that he would again prefs it when an occafion of-
fered—and when the noble Lord talked of people deciding on
what they did not underftand, becaule they declared againdt an
Union without knowing the terms, he ufed the language of a
man himlelf ignorant of what was the true ftate of the queftion.
Could any man be fo lilly-as not to know what the queltion really
was? It was fimply this—whether the Parliament fhould vote to
turn themfelves out of doors. Were they ready to give up their
conftituents, and transfer the facred truft repofed in them, becaufle
they did not underftand the queftion.—Was any Hon. Gentleman
fe filly as not to underftand it —[ Mr. Alexdnder faid yes, he did
not underftand.}—[He was called to order by the Speaker.]—I
put it then, faid Sir John, to the broad fenfe of the Honfe, whe-
ther they could miftake it ?—Whether they did not know that
1t was, whether the Parliament of this country, and the indepen-
dance of Ireland fhould he ‘giver up for ever? The noble Lord
- fays, he cannot enter into any promife to prevent thele great ob-
je&s from being afailed. . Who then could? The Pardiament jt-
ielf. ‘The Houfe might by a vote declare, that they would never
furrender the Legiflative Independence of Ireland, and yield it
to the dominion of another. This vote would not indeed be
law, but like the vote of Agiftment, it would be a declaration
_ of the fenfe of the Houfe, which no Minifter would attempt to
controvert, It was degrading to the very name of Parliament to
entertain the queftion whether they fhould put an end to their own
exiftence. What was the objeét of this paragraph? It was to
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bind the Houfe to confider that queftion. Either declare that
you will never entertain that queftion, orappoint now a day to-
difcufs it, that the mind of the nation may be relicved from its
anxiety, and the fubjett fent to immortal reft. The queftion was
fo momentous, that he believed the country might be loft if the
Houfe would thus enter into a pablic agreement to confider it,
and did not immediately do fo. He repeated it, thar what the
Secretary had faid was no fecurity againft the propofal of the
meafure—and if he wifhed to keep himfelf free, the Houle, at

~ leaft, fhould exprefs their fenfe on it.  Sir John then adverted to

his own peculiar fituation—declared he would in all minor points,
fubmit his opinion to that of thofe with whom he aéted, but this
was a queftion of paramount importance, which endangered the
quiet of the people and the fafety of the State. He declared be
had received great favours from the Crown, for which he would
always be grateful—but he had eaten the bread of his country,

- and he would repay the debt! He difclaimed party, and as he

had always avoided. it, he would continue to do fo, and remain
only of the party of nine-tenths of the people of Ireland—of
the party of his conftituents, who had given him whatever con-
fequence he poffefled, and whofe interefts he would never forfake.
It had been faid the country is fo impoverifhed it could not go
on. He told the Houfe that Ireland was yet equal to the weight
of a ten year’s war—could the Parliament, with the confidence
of the country, be brought to vote the expences of it, as they
had done with him, unanimoufly ;tbut this could not be, if they
did not fhew themfelves the guardians of the people(—-—Hc held
that a country was able to go on while it could provide taxes to
pay the interelt of its loaus. This country, he was confident,
could do fo—and without the guarantee of England could find
money to borrow, if England would let her money market be
open for us, as it was for the Dutch and other countries. He
repeated that the country had abundant refources untouched, and
that the Treafury was never fo vich as at this moment. Great
Britain, he allowed, had generoufly helped us to defend ourielves,
and we fhould be grateful—but it was not true that we could not
go on without ber aid—we were as neceflary to England, as

England to us.

Mr. Trench (Woodlawn) follawed Sir John Parnell.  As 1
have beea'perfonally alluded to, and particularly by a Right Hon.
Paronet who has juft fat down, for whom I have, in common
with: this Honfe, and indeed I may fay for the whole nation,

vindicate the confiftency of my condu&t on the laft night’s de-
ey

‘ phedllig'hcﬂ' refpeét ; I think it neceflary to fay a few words, to
1
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1 then declared my opinion, that the decifion of this Houfe;
as toa Liegiflative Union; would be premature, until the fenti
ments of the people of Ireland were afcertained. Under that
impreffion, I declared that I did not approve of either the ori-
ginal Addrefs, or the Amendment ; as the former tended to com-
mit the Houfe in favour of the meafure, and the latter-againft it 3
but that I thought the Amendment the lealt objectionable of the
two, as the queftion might be brought forward in fome other
form. Trom what occurred afterwards in the codrfe of the de-
bate, it appeared to me that the Amendment would put a final
negative on the meafure for this Seffion, before the opinion of
the People could be fufficiently known; and as the Minifter had
declared, that the Addrefs would not pledge.the Houfe to adopt
the principle of a Union, I therefore faid’l thould vote for the
Addrefs. My obje&t was ftill the fame, to keep the queftion
open for difcuflion, though T certainly did change my mind a5 to
the means of effeCting that object. Iv haves been accufed, and -
hy fome, whole opinions I refpety of indecifion ; but, in my
mind, decifion ought to follow, not precede, difeuflion. Haflty
decifion is not always a proof of wifdomj and if ever there was
a queftion, the tranfcendant magnitude of which would juftify
indecifion, it is furely the prefent. I confels I have not that
mtuitive knowledge of a great and comprehenfive fubje&, fo
complicated in its relations and arrangements, that other gentle-
men may have ; but of this I am fure, that even if the meafure
be intrinfically and abftradedly good, yet, if the People are
againft it, we have no right to force them to a compliance,
Though the match may be ah advantageous one to both parties 3
yet, if the inclinations of ‘the lady are decidedly againft it, I
would not recommend even that gentle violence, which fome fup-
pofe is agreeable to the fair,

The City of Dublin has declared its {entiments unequivocally ;
but though I highly refpe& this city, yet Dublin 1s not all Ire-
land, nor is Ireland the whole of the Britifh Empire ; and in
the fate of the Britith émpire is involved that of the civilized
world. -As Lrithmen, our firft duty is to confult the welfare of
Ircland ; bt we are not to negle& that of Great Britain, in
which we are fo deeply interefted, and whofe generous affiftance
we have fo lately experienced,. The Roman Catholics of this
kingdom have not yet declared their fentiments ; and notwith-
{ftanding the outrages that have lately difgraced {fome of that per-
{uafion, the great body of them are loyal fubjects; and their opi-
nion ought to have weight with the Legiflature. If many of
them have been concerned in the late rebellion, it was not be-
eaufe they were Roman Catholics, but becaule they were igno-
rant and uninformed, and therefore liable to be deluded by the
mi{reprefentations of artful leaders, The Reports of the Secret
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Commitees of both Houfes have proved this fa&t ; the great vo-
lume of events have proved it; tEat volume fo lately unfolded
to our view, and which every day, nay every hour, continues to
develope. In that book, the genius and tendency of French
revolutionary principles, and the defigns of their abettors in this
land, are written in characters fo broad and legible, that he that
runs may read, they flath convittion on the moft inattentive ob-
ferver : obftinate and inveterate prejudice can alone miftake them.
The late Rebellion was not a war of one {e& of Chriftianity
againft another, but of Chriftianity againft Infidelity, of Reli-
gion againlt Atheifm, of the fupporters of Civil Society againit
thofe, who with for anarchy and confufior. The Roman Ca-
tholic religion has a predile&ion for monarchy ; perhaps even
too ftrong for the genius of our free Contftitution. W%en we
confider that Roman Catholic loyalty furvived the mifconduct
of the Houfe of Stuart, even of the laft pufillanimous Tyrant,

‘that difgraced the regal fceptre of the Britith Iflands ; a charac-

ter certainly not formed to infpire that enthufialtic zeal, that
glowing and difinterefted attachment, that naturally warms the
breaft of a good fubje& in the caunfe of a brave, a virtuous, and
a refpe@ed Monarch ; can we f{uppofe that they are deficient
that vital principle, when they have transferred their allegience
to a family, in whom the moft heroic bravery feems hereditary,
to a Monarch, in whofe perfon the virtues of the man reflett
the pureft luftre on the facred charadter of the Sovercign.
When lately our foreign enemics combined with domeftic trai-
tors, to rob us of the invaluable bleflings of Britifh connexion,
many of the nobility and gentry of that perfuafion ftood forth
among the foremoft in the ranks of loyalty, and proved by
deeds their attachment''to their King and the Counftitution.
An honourable and learned Member has. expatiated on national
pride; he has touched@*a fRring, to which all our feelings
vibrate in unifon; and he has touched it with 3 mafterly hand.
For my part, I feel a pride, 1 hope an honeft and a rational
pride in being an Irifhman ; but 1 confels no fmall part of that
pride is derived from sthe connexion of Ireland with Great Bri-
tain. Whether that connexion may be beflt fecured by an in-
corporating Union; or” whether any other means may be devifed
more effe@ual, and more condiicive to the welfare of Ireland,
our firft andegreat objeét, may require {erious and impartial con-
{ideration ; bat I do not hold myfelf pledged, from any thing I
have faid; either in this or a former debate, to fupport the mea-
fure of a Union t—+I only wifh for a full and fair difcuflidn.

Col. Frrzcrrarp {fupported the paragraph, as did Mr. H.
D. Grady,
W S
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Mr. FirzceraLp, late Prime Serjeant.—Having already ex--
prefled my opinion on this fubje@, I fhould not have intrnded
again upon your attention, if fomewhat, which has fallen E'nm
the Noble Lord, did not appear to me to bear upon the enlight-
ened and uninfluenced profeffion of which I am proud to be.
I owe the Noble Lord all perfonal civility ; and feel that I do
him a kindnefs, giving him an opportunity to remove any mif-
conception. I paufe for a reply; (here Lord Caftlereagh dif-
claimed any ‘intention to fay any thing difrefpe@tful to the
Bar.) The Noble Lord has anfwered my expeiation; I
did not think it poflible, that the Minifter of diord Camden and
of Lord Cornwallis could entertain an idea difparaging to that
great body, which lead the Spirit of Ireland, to arm in its de-
fence againft foreign and domeflic foes, as it did the Virtue and
Talents of the nation to refilt political invafion. And here give
‘me leave to fay, that that profeflion eyer has, and ever will be,
the molt zealous guardian of the rights.and liberties of their
country. [ will not travel back into:remote hiftory, but call
your attention to the debt of gratitude which this country owes
to that profeflion within our own recolle€tion. What does it owe
to that diitinguithed charaler, whofe fucceffor I unworthily was?
—fublaium ex oculis quarimus invidi 3 what do its Agriculture and
Conllitution owe to your illuftrious Predeceflor who firit attempted
to loofen the fetters by which your Legiflature was boand ; and
taught the Paliament the fecret of its own ftrength.

You, Sir, were of the profeflion, and abdicated it much to
your own private lofs 3 but with incalculable advantages to the
commerce and liberties of your country—a country in whofe gra-
titude, I truft, you will ever live. The fervices of that Pro-
feflion are engraven in the marhle of the Conftitution, and will
not be forgotten while the Irith Legiflature exifts; for vain and
impotent mult be every attempt to deprive them of the glory of
being thesfirft to enrol themfelves for the protection of their coun-
try againft foreign and domeftic enemies, and for the continus-
ance of the f{eparate and independant Legiflature of Ireland.

Mr. Wicrtam Smith, in a fpeech of confiderable length, of
which we can give but an imperfe& abitraét, declared againft ex-
punging the paragraph whieh recommended Union ; and avowed
his opinion, that a Legiflative Incorporation, provided the terms
were juft and equitable to tliis country, would be beneficial to
Ireland, and to the Empire.

He fhould begin by noticing, while they were frefh in his me-
mory, fome arguments which had fallen from a Right Honourable
Baronct, who fat oppofite to him, (Sir John Parnel.) In an-
fwer to the fears of that Right Honourable Baronet, for the
tranquillity of the metropolis, if an Union fhould be carried,



e . ol i o g 131

he would oblerve that he, for his part, felt little apprehenfion of
this kind ; and even though there fhould be fome ground for
fuch fears, yet he was ready to purchafe the permanent tranquil-
lity of the whole kingdom, at the expence of fome temporary
difturbance in the chief City. That Right Honourable Baronet
treated Union as if it were a mealure whole operation was to put
a period to the exiftence of the Irith Conftitution. He begged
to obferve, that this was mere and unwarrantable affumption
and to declare that he did not confider Union as preduciug any
fuch effe&. The Right Honourable Baronet afferted, that Uni-
on could beftow no commercial benefit, except the Channel
Trade : He would reply, that if Union promoted interpal har-
mony and peace, it would give that fcil, from whence alone
commercial greatnefs could arife ; and therefore in fecuring our
tranquillity, it muft promote our trade. Ie applauded the No-
ble Lord for his promife of never lofing fight of the meafure ;
and advifed him not to abandon his hope of One day, and ere long,
opening the eyes of the country to the advantages which it
would produce. He heard Union obje&ed to, as leading to fc-
paration. But he would alk whence came it, that he found the
enemies of Britith connexion fo foremofl in the ranks of oppo- -
fition to an Union ? Did they refift it, becaufe it tended ta
diffolve that connexion which they abhorred —Gentlemen tall:-
ed of our willingnefs to ftand or fall with England. This was
the mere rant of a generous fentiment, which an angry fecling
might eafily fupplant. He for his part would rather truft the
firmnefs of the connexion to a permanent political principle, than
to a tranfient rant of loyalty, If, however, we were thus pre-.
pared to ftand or fall with England, what confolidation could be
too intimate with a country with which we profefled to have our
interefts fo clofely blended 2" He heard fuch contraditory ob-
jetions founded on our fituation, that he found it difficnlt to
anfwer them. One refited Union on the ground of our prof-
perity ; another inveighed againft the treachery of England, 1n
chooling the moment of our calamity to propofe this odious mea-
fure.—Théfe Iflands formed one Empire: how many Legifla-
tures were fufficient for one Empire to contain ? In his mind
one was quite enough, Two independant Legiflatures In ong
Empire, tended ‘to produce diffenfions, and weaken and tear
afunder the emergies of the-whole State. Union then, by allot-
ting one Parliament to one Empire, would fortify that Empire :
fo 16 fortify it awould at any time be prudent in us, inafmuch as
we made a part of that Empire, and as with England we muit
ftand or fajl. ~ But was it pot peculiarly incumbent on us to fors
tify the Empire now, when foreign focs and inteftine diffenfions
demanded the utmof} ftrength of refiftance that we could op-
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pofe ? But Ireland muft facrifice her independance 1-—No ;m.;lhdﬂ
was only called on to incorporate her diftinétnefs ; fhe would fill
have her due fhare and weight in the Imperial Councils ; a fhare
proportioned to her extent, contribution, and refources, C_Ql{l.h
any man who heard our execrations of this plan conceive, that if
executed, we fhould thereafter continue to live under the theory,
and perhaps begin to live under the complete praéiice of the Bri-
tith Conftitution !—To participate fully in the bleffings of that
free and admirable fyftem, was to furrender our Liberties and
fubvert our Conftitution !—Our prefent diftin&nefs ‘tended to
feparation : the Regency fhewed this. Our independant Lords
and Commons appointed a Regeat before the Britith Parliament
had named one: We appointed a Regent with unlimited powers,
though we knew the Englith were appointing a Regency with
reftricted powers, Thus our diftin€nefs in that inftance {napped
the principle afunder, which held the two iflands imperially to-
gether.  “That principle was one Executive for both ; a principle
enacted in the reign of Hepry the Eighth. If his Majefty’s
illnels had continued, we fbould, in confequence of our diftinéi-
nefs, have had different Executives for Great Britain and Ireland.
The rejecting of the Commercial Propofitions was another fruit
of our diftin&nefs; they were reje&ed_ as clogged with condi-
tions derogatory from our Conititutional Independance. This
objection would have lain to an Arrangement, however palpably
advantageous in a commercial view ; and yet England, perhaps,
could not, compatibly with, her own fecurity, ‘make the con-
ceflion without annexing the conditions, Thus our Conftitutional
Diftinétnels would fand infurmountably in the way of our na-
tional profperity.  Mr, Smith proceeded to fhew, that had any
of thofe {chemes of radical Reform, which he had known pro-
pofed to Parliament,. been adopted, we fhould have had thence-
forth a Legiflature differently conftituted from that of Britain ;

and thus our dittin&nefs would produce a manife&t fource of el-
trangemeat and f{éparation. If the mifchicfs which thus arofe

out of Diflinctnels of Legiflation, were prevented by the afcen-
dant influence of Britain, what would thus be but by corruption,

and at the expence of morality and public fpirit, to achieve that

which might have originally been fecured by allotting a fingle

Legiflature to a fingle Empire 2 Mr, Smith derided the idea of
contrafting the numbers of Irith and Eoglith Members in the

Imperial Parliament. This contraft flowed from the erroneous

notion that, though our Legiflatures were joined, our interelts

would remain diftin&. As well might one Irifh province coms

plain ‘that the number of its Reprefentatives was. outweighed by

the Reprefentatives of the other three. Mr. Smith went on to

demonftrate the competence of Parliament to conclude an Union,

en authority and principle. Parliament, he faid, pofiefled alfe-
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fute power ; and cited Coke and Blackftone in fupport of this
pofition, If the Irith Parliament was incompetent to enact
Unien, the Scottifh Union was invalid ; being the at of a not
more competent Parliament. What ruinous doétrines might
follow from fuch a do&rine 2 His Majeily’s title to the Throse
of Great Britain depended on the fecond article of tha Scotch
Union, which limited the Succeflion to the Houfe of Hanover.
Impeach the Union, and you recognife the Pretender’s title to
the Scottifh Crown. If the Scotch Union was invalid, what be-
came of thofe Aés which bad fince been paffed in that illegal

- Affembly which was mifcalled the Britfb Parliament !  What

became, for inftance, of the efficacy of that A& of Renunciation
which formed the bafis of Irifh Independance :—To deny the
competence of Parliament, was to affert the fupremacy of the
People 3 to infit that in certain conjunéures they were eatitled
to dictate to their Parliament; and, as this fame Pcople was

~ to determine when this conjunéture had arifen, the doétrine would

turn our mixed Government into an abfolute Democracy.

He freely admitted that Parliament was incompetent to fur-
render the Liberties and Conftitution of the country.

(At this part of his {peech, Mr. Smith was interrupted by a
loud cry of ¢ hear”—from fome Members that fat near him.:
when it had fubfided, he procceded thus 3

I ftand on too firm ground, to be embarraffed by the infinua-
tion, which is involved in the clamour, by which I have been
interrupted.—I love the liberties.of my country as well a¢any
man that hears me: Iam as ready as auy other man to fhed my
blood i their defence. Parliament, I repeat it, is incompetent
to their furrender : not becaufe Legiflative Authority is limited
by the Conftitution ; but becaufe freedom is one main end of that
Conftitution ; and becaufe to violate natural rights, is to juftify
revolt,—Let it be provedito me, that to promote our commercial
profperity,—to blend and harmonife a divided and difcordant
people,—to fortify that common Empire, whofe fecurity is our
owny—to give Ireland a due and efficient weight in the Imperial
Councils ; aud make her People participate fully in the Britith
Conftitution :—Jet it be fhewn that this will' be to furrender the
Liberties of my Country, and I fhall vote againft the paragraph
which recommends an Union.

Mr. Egay, in anfwer to Mr. Smith, faid, ‘that Lord Somers,
an Englifh Jawyer, had no more right to object to the Union,
than 2 Lawyer who was called in to draw a conveyance hada
right to examine into his client’s title. The opinion of an Irfh
Lawyer, mow forced to give his opinion, was, that the Scotch
Parliament, unlefs fpecially empowered for that purpofe by the
people, had no right to cvaét an Union. The Irith Parliament



ol - L] hpte . O Bl i 'w‘*‘f"'ﬁ o
: - yoa Z

/

134 PARLIAMENTARY

alfo was incompetent to fuchan a@—and if he had had the mis
fortune to have voted for it, he would next morning either have
committed {uicide or withdrawn himfelf to fome cavern, and hid
his head the rewainder of his days. Blackitone, Somers, and
Coke, were all Englifh Lawyers—and as to Blackftone, let him
belicve his docirine on the competency of Parliament to- ‘enaét an
Union which furrenders the liberty of the country, who  believes
that other doétrine laid down by him that Ireland was dependant
on Great DBritein, and bound by the Britith Parliamesit. To
that doétrine the Parliament of Great Britain had formaﬁr given
the lie by the a& of 1783, which he did not confider as a granty
but as a recognition of the independance of Irclund. And if
Blackftone is conviéted of fuch an error as this in the eafe of Teipz
land, who ceuld wonder that he fhould decline telling the High-
landers that their country had been fold, and defiring them to
come down and make war upon England 2 As to the danger of
inculcating this incompetency of the ScotchParliament, there
was nothing in it.—The lapfe of a century has given validity to
the mealure which has been acquiefced under as legal during that
time. Having got ‘fhut of the law authorities proving the com-
petency of Parliament, Mr. Egan went farther, and denied the
right of the- people themfelves to bind their poftericy—and
put this argument in a ftrong point of. view. He then wint on
to ridicale the pretended advantage of an Union—and fated Judi-
croufly enough the blefling of having our ifland called Weft Bri-
tain—the tax-gatherer coming  to levy our proportion of impofts
for the imperial fervice, &e. &ec.

Dr. Browne [College] alfo entered into a refutation of My,
Smith’s arguments, He faid he had apprehiended at firlt it wonld
be neceffary for him o exprefs his diflent from'the arguments the
Liearned Gentleman bad advanced to prove the competency of
Parliament to enat an Union—but he was agreeably furprifed to
find, in the clofe of the Hon, Gentleman’s {peech, that they both
perfettly agreed inopinion, for at the long run it turned out that
the Learned .Gentléman was only endeavouring to prove that
Jo long as the Gonflitution lafled the Parliament was competent to
cnact any meafure, becaufe when they violated any of the funda-
mefital laws of nature, then the Couflitution awas diffolved, and
the people were authorifed to exercife this inberent right of vefift-
ing the wrong or tyranny, So that this argument to prove the
omnipotence of Parliament conceded the point in difpute, namely, -
that they were not competent to do certain ads—becaufe when they
ventured. on thofe ats their authority became forfeited, and the
people were #uftified in exercifing what the Hon, Gentleman
called the rights of an oppreffed and enflaved people.  The
Learned Gentleman attributed this do@rine of the limitation. of
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the legiflative authority to Mr. Paine—but it was derived from a
much higher fource, it was. the do&rine of that man to whom

gentleman in that Houle had been taught to look up in his
carlieft days for the principles of the Conititution—it was the
do@rine of Mr. Locke who declared exprefsly, that there were
cafes in which the Legiflature might exceed their authority—
that in fuch. cafe the Government was diflfolved—and that one of
thofe cafes was, when they attempted to #ransfer into other hands
the powers with which the people had entrufled them. Tt was
faid, the Legiflature had a right to alter the Confltitution in
certain cafes, and the limitation of the hereditary fucceflion and
the o&ennial bill were mentioned as inftances—DBut was there no
difference between aliering a Conflitution for the better, and
abolifbing it all together ! Or did the Learned Gentleman mean to
infer, that becaufe the Legiflature could modify certain power
poffeffecd—therefore they were authorifed in . transferring thofe

~ powers for ever into other hands ? Blackftone had been mentioned

as an authority—but that writer would not admit the conftruétion
which had been put upon him. He fays indeed that the Parlia-
ment can do every thing—but he fays the reafon why the law
does not mention aslimit to their autherity, is becaufe law can
never fuppofe that which would be a diflolution of all law—that
is, it will not fuppofe that a cafe can ever occur when the Legif-
lature by exgeeding its powers will jultify the people in reforting
to firlt principles. Authorities having been cited on this quelti-
on, he would take the liberty of eiting one alfo.  Every gentle-
man knew the high charaéter of that great lawyer Lord Hobart—
that luminary of the law in the moft ¢xprefs terms afferted, that the
power of Parliament was limiteds The cale was one in which
the city of London claimed under a cuftom of the city—they
claimed alfo to be themfelves the judges of that cuftom—that is
to be Party and Fudge in, their own caufe. This right of judg-
ing of the cultom- they claimed under a flatute—but my Lord
Hobart declared that if they could produce an hundred itatutes
giving them fuch a power, he would pay no regard to them—
for it was contrafy to. one of the firft principles of natural jui-
tice, that a partyfhould be Judge in his own caufe, and there-
fore any law conferring fuch a power was void. He exprefled his
concern that. his Hon. Friend fhould entertain fo odd a motion
as that the_indepencance of this country was its greateft curfe—
for to that moft of his argument fcemed manifcflly to tend.
Dr. Browne concluded by reafoning againit letting this paragraph
fland in the Addrels.

Mr.'Cogry faid, that he heartily joined in the gencral admi-
ration 'of the fpeech of an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Smith) whe
had delitered fo able an argument in fupport of the meafure, and
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had fo ably defended the competency of Parliament to difcufs it.
Much expeétation had been raifed by the manner of the Hon.
Gentleman who got up profefling to anfwer that argument (Mr.
Egan)—but the Houfe would recolle& how he had done fo.
The Hon. Gentleman mentioned the names of Lord Coke, Lord
Somers, and Judge Blackftone, to whom the formeregrgument
referred for authorities. Ie oblerved of the firlt, that he was a
Lawyer who wrote for the Empire, and fo difmiffed Liord Coke
—of the fecond, the Hon. Gentleman ‘faid, that'though it was
true he was one of thofe who drew the articles of Union
between England and Scotland, yet he could not be expefted to
objet to the competency of the contracting parties, no more than
a Lawyer employed to draw a fettlement, could have the audaci-
ty to offer an opinion upon the titles of the contracting parties.
The likenefs ftated by the Hon. Gentleman of Lord Somers to
the conveyancer draughting in his office neceflarily recalled the old
afiertion that the profeflional habits of ‘Lawyers made them often
unfit for great Statefmen, and it'was to be feared the Hon.
Gentleman brought himfelf into that prédicament, unlefs he fhould
firt thew why he was to be completely exempt himielf from
a charge which at the fame moment he brings againlt that
able and exalted character, Lord Somers, whofe opinion of the
competency of Parliament to'contraét the Union, was never
queftioned, and by whole condut it was cfablifhed: He next
proceeds to overthrow the authority of Blackftone by faying, that
the fame man held that Ireland was bound by the aéts of the Bri-
tith Parliament—and offers as a refutation of that do&rine of
Judge Blackftone, the A& of Renunciation, Blackftone ftated
the fa&t as it tood, as he found it on the face of the ftatute book,
where it'certainly never ought to have been found—but being there,
he could ftate the faé no otherways than he did, before the re-
peal of the aét 6. Geo. I.—Of that ftatute Ircland thought fit
to demand the repeal by the aét of renunciation—and that very
demand of Ireland,”and that ftatute of renuneiation are the proot
of Blackftone being well founded—wrote what was the cafe de
fado—and he could have {tated nothing againft the then fubfifting
ftatute, unlefs he had thought fit to adopt the expreflions of fome
of thofe Lawyers of the prelent day, who had faid in that Houfe
that it would not be unconftitutional to refilt the law of the land,
though enatted under the authority of the three branches of the
Legiflature—an affertion which he thought, when he firft heard ir,
nething fhort of High Treafon, and he remained of the fame
opinion. The Hon. Gentleman proceeded to fay, the IHoufe
fhall hear the authority of Irith Lawyers, and begins by ftating
that he has himfelf been for 16 years at the head of his profeffion
~but he did not recollet that any argument followed to fhew
the grounds on which that great authority founded itfelf on this
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- queition. ‘The Hon. Gentléman next refers to an Hon. Gentles

man on the fecond bench, for whofe opinion great refpect was
entertained, but Mr. Corry defired the Houfe to recollec that the

opinions of the Irifh Bar upon this queftion were certainly not

all on one fide of the queftion, either in the Houfe or out of it
—firlt, the mecting of the Bar was not unanimous—and thongh
the minority there was certainly outnumbered in a very great pro-
portion, yet it was to be confidered how great a number of the
Juvenile, warm, and inexperienced part of the profeffion that ma-
Jority eontained—and it muft alfo be acknowleged that the mino-
rity who were at the meeting with the acceflion of other names
and charaéters who fupport, and maintain their opinions, though

not at the meeting, is of as much refpect as that of any other fet of
men whatever—of which the argument lately ‘delivered by an

Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Smith) was one thining proof. Other

proofs were to be feen in the fpeeches and chara@ers of other

Lawyers on this fide of the Houfe likewife—but if Irifh autho-

rities arereferred to, let the people of Ireland look: to the autho-

rities which® have. been lately exhibited in another place not far

diftant—he meant the authorities of the firft Law Lord—of the

Chicf Jultice of the Common Pleas—of the Chief Baron of the

Exchequer—the Lord Chancellor, ‘whofe found and fundamental
knowledge he had not heard arraigned, fupported the queftion

againft the Hon. Gentleman—the Chief Juftice, Lord Carleton,

whofe able and difpaflionate opinions were univerfally refpeéted,
fupported the queftion againft him,—the Chicf Baron, Lord Yel-
verton, that great conftitutional authority—one of the fathers
of the independancyand liberties of Ireland, fupported the quef-

tion againft him. ~ Would the Hon. Gentleman charge that' name

for which he has fo often expreffed his veneration, as alting upon

the principles of a codveyancer, and betraying that Conftitution

and thofe Liberties which ke had {o ably aflited to eftablifh—Ilet

the people of ‘Ireland look to thofe authorities with whom they
are better acquainted than with the venerable names of Coke,

Somers, - Blackftone—they know them fufficiently to pronounce
between them and'the‘authority of the Hon. Geutleman, whether

or not the Parliament ave progeeding to deftroy the independance,

and facrifiee t‘he conftitutional liberties of Ireland.

Much ha8 been faid of the Conftitution of 1782 ; and it was
afferted, that the mealures now propofed went to facvifice what
had them beew pained—hut fee what the queftion of 1782 was:
-—Great Britain at that time exercifed a power to' legiflate for
Ireland; paramount to her own Legiflature, which exercife Ire-
land réfifted, upon the conftitutional principle of not being bound

the authority of any body of men whatever, extrinfic of her
'§n Legiflature, in which Legiflature alone the peovle of Ire-

ndwere reprefented.  They took ground wpon this principle,
iy
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namely, that Reprefentation and Legiflation were infeparably
conneéted by the Conftitution ; and that Ireland, not being re-
prefented in, they could not be bound by, the Britifh Legifla-
ture. The queftion was the fame as that of America, where
refiftance had been made againft Legiflation without Reprefenta-
tion. Founded in that principle irrefragably, Ireland fucceeded
in her claims to be free from any authority of the Parliament of
Great Britain, in which fhe had no fhare, and no reprefentation ;
and the A of Renunciation, giving up all claim of that kind
in the Parliament of Great Britain, was pafled there, and our
Independancy finally eftablifhed. ‘

But in 1785, the Commercial Propofitions again fet up an
indire& invafion of the Independancy. fo eftablifhed by a pro-
pofed compaét, that Ireland fhould, on commercial fubjets, pafs
laws fimilar to thofe which might be pafled in Great Britain.
This came to the fame effeét, as if Iréland was to be legiflated
for by the Parliament of Great Britain, in which fhe had no fhare
and was not reprefented, and fuch a compact was aceordingly
refifted ; and the Conftitution of 1782, founded on the infepa-
rable cohnexion between Reprelentation and Legiflation was
maintained and eftablithed. . Gentlemen then, who affert that the
prefent meafures are a furrender of the principles of 1782, muft
- fhew that théy ga to eftablifh that Ireland fhall again be bound
by a Parliament, wherein fhe fhall have no fhare, and not be re-
prefented. - Now, the reverfe is'diftinétly the fat ; for the prefent
meafures have for their object, not that Ireland fhould be bound
by the Britith Legiflature. without having fhare, and being re-
prefented in that Legiflature 5 but that the Britith Legiflature
and that of Ireland fhould be united together into one body, in
which Ireland {hould have her due proportionate fhare, and fair
and conftitutional reprefentation ; fo that the Legiflatures of the
three kingdoms {liould be melted into one mals, that their triple
powers _fhould be reduced to unity on fair and juft terms ; and
that they fhould form ‘one great conftitutional Reprefentative
Legiflature for the Empire ; and therefore thofe who fupport
that meafure, are acting in perfect confiftency with the principles
eftablifhed in 1782, and fupported and maintained in 1785.

But the Houfe will recolleé, that an Honourable Baronet at
the fame time that he incorreétly ftated that this meafure was
inconfiftent with the principles of 3782, proceeded to another
topic, cqually calculated to enflame the public mind. He ftated
the entire catalogue of the Prerogatives of the Crown, namely,
the powers of war and peace, the church, the army, &c. and
followed the catalogue by an affertion, that thele were concel-
fions from this country tp Great Britain 5 an affertion equally un-

.
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founded as the former, but equally calculated to enflame and to
miflead the people of Ireland. Mr. Corry here went into a reply
to- Sir Laurence Parfons’s fpeech. Mr. Corry faid, he would
only add one word on the effe® of the amendment: which was

intended to preclude an anfwer to that part of the Speech frem

the Throne. The writ for returning the Commons to Parliament,
directs that they fhould be returned to confult de arduis Regni.
The Houfes being met, the feflion opens by a fpecch from the
Throne, certifying both Houfes of the caufes and confideration
of fummoning the Parliament, without which opening by a fpeechy
neither Houfe can proceed to any bufinefs whatfoever, of which
the intricacies, at.the time of the Regency queftion, give one
inftance. If in reply to that fpeech, either Houfe of Parliament
fhall proceed to anfwer and to declare, that they will not at any

* time enter into confideration of a certain fubjett, it _becomes an

indecent and unconflitutional violation of the rights of the other
two branches of the Legiflature—of the Crown,, which has the
conftitutional right to fuggelt, and of the Lords, who have the
conftitutional right to difcufs, and tranfmit their deliberations and
refolutions for the concurrence of the Commons. Let the Com-
mons make the cafe their own ; for inftance, on the fubjett of
Union, it was faid in fome of the Pamphlets, that it was to be
accompanied by an arrangement of Tithes. Suppole the Bench.
of Bifhops had rifen in another Houlfe of Parliament, and refolv-
ed that they would at no time take into confideration the fubject

- of Tithes, would it not be placing the Refolution of the Lords

as a barrier againﬁ the rights of the Commons to difcufs that
{ubje@, and to fend up their Refelutions to the other Houle ;
and would it not in efleét be to fet up, as in the arrogant vote
of Agiftment mentioned by a Right Hon. Baronet (Sir John
Parnel) the Refolution of one Houfe of Parliament in a ufurp-
ed authority, equal to a reftrictive and prohibitory law of JIC
three branches of the Leégiflature ? Mr. Corry concluded with
afferting, that the meafures propofed to be hereafter confidered,
were thofe which alone could be effe¢tual, accompanied by the
approbation of Parliament and of the Coumtry—and to reltore
tranquillity and permanent profperity to Ireland.

Col. VergkpR ‘was againft the Paragraph ; and repelled with
great [pirit the charge of being dupes, which, he faid, was made
by Lord Caftlercagh on the country gentlemen.

Lord CasrrereacH explired, He had only recommended
it to them:to confider before they fuffered themlclves to be dup-

ed by a faétion.
, a3
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Sir Joux Frexe*~I oppofed the Addrefs, and {upported the
Amendment of my honourable Friend. I will now- oppofe this
Paragraph ; as I will, on every occafion, any attempt. to wreft.
from this Country its rights and independance. . o

Mr. ArTruk Moore.—I had flattered myfelf with the hope,
“Mr. Speaker, that the difapprobation of this meafurg; which‘kwils
yefterday fo unequivocally manifefted by fo refpeétable and inde-
pendant a part of this Houfe, would have led on this day to a
diltin& abandonment of a project, fo wild and vifionary in its
nature, fo repugnant to the fenfe and feelings of this ‘Nation,
and fo critically dangerous to the permanent interefts and lafting
confolidation of the Britith Empire. But how have T been dif-
appointed at hearing the intemperate and peevith declamation of
the Noble Lord ; in which, '‘while he arrziign% the motives of
gentlemen in this Houfe, and feems regardiefsof the fenfe of
the Country, he perfeveres with the moft Tngorrigible pertinacity,

and the moft infulting pervicacity, in defpite of yefterday’s defeat
or this day’s reproaches ; without regard ecither to experience or
difcretiony again to fight this unequal ftate-battle in the fame field,
where the independance and virtue and talent of the Nation had
{o recently obtained fuch a fignal triomph over the corrupt and
infidious policy of thofe who, under the pladfible pretext of na-
tional {fecurity and imperial confolidatien of intereft; had aimed
the moft mortal blow at the profperity, happinefs, and liberti¢s
of Ircland. But gentlemen avho objeét’ to this claufe ftandin
part of the Addrefs, are accufed of wantonly provoking this
iccond debate, on the fubjed of the Unioh, after the explicit
declaration of the Noblé'Lord yefterday, viz. #hat he would piy
cvery refped to the fentiments of jo refpedable a minority, though he
never would lofe fightof the obred. ‘This, ‘it feems, was to be the
pledge of our fecurity—the guarantee of our exiftence as an in--
dependant Legiflature=the tenure’ of our Conftitution—and how
hus the Noble Lord kept his word ; how has he thewn bis rzfped
Jor the fentiments of fo refpeGuble @ minority ? by beftowing upon
them the wolt intemperate and indifcriminate abufe! by the
imputation of ‘the moft mifchievous motives—the moft dangerous
principles—the molt unjuftifiable means-—and by an imitation of
that indecent ftile of inveltive and low feurrility, which fo emi-
nently charaéterifes the wretched oratory of {fome, for the rafh-
- nefs of -whofe political euterprifes, and the vulgarity of whofe
thoughts and fentiments I never wifh to fce him forego the na-
tural diferetion of his own mind, and the acquired urbanity of
his edgcated habits. I muft, however admit, Sir, that if the
Noble Lord has failed in his promifed refpect for the {fentiments
of his opporents on this fubje&, he has been true to the latter
part of his declaration, namely, that he wwould never lofe fight of
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the obje@ ; and indeed the ftrenuous efforts- that lave been this
night made to retain the Paragraph objected to, as pidrt of the
Addrefs, moft evidently fhew, that we are to expedt neither reft
nor recreation ; ceffation from labour, or interniffion of difeul-
fion, until this Houfe fhall have compelled the Noble Lord either
unequivocally to abandon the meafure, or to ceale to, be the
Minifter, under whofe aufpices it fhail agaia be brought forwarde
And therefore, Sir, let it not be faid, that gentlemen on this
fide of the Houfe are a fecond time agitating the Couutry by a
fecond difcuflion of this momeatous fubject 5 we wifhed never to
have heard of it again; we hoped we. fhould net—and -if ithe
Country is agitated, and the queltion a fecond time difculled,
the Minifter is anfwerable for the confequences 3 who, with the
molt obftinate infiltence perfeveres in retaining that Paragraph,
which, according to his own explanation of its enigmatical lan;
guage, contains an impliec _approbation. of the principle of an
Union of our Legiflatare with that of Great, Britain. Another
charge made this night againit thofe who oppele this ruinous
proje is, that we have ufed warm and paffionate language, cal-
culated to inflame and prejudice the public mind, upon a {ubject
which ought to be temperately difcufled apd calmly inveitigated.
I appeal to the Houfe, whether there has been any warmth or,
violence of language, or manngr manifeited on this fide of the
Houfe, in any degree proportionate 10 the wild and headlong
declamation, in which the Noble Lord has this night exhibited
the intemperance of puerile indifergtion, and the ditappointment
of miniiterial ambiticn. But hew is it poflible to {peak upon
fuch « {ubjeét without warmth and fecling ? How is it poflible
to relle@ on the means that havetbeen’ uled to fteal this meafure
upon us through 41l ‘the fecret windings of mintlterial treachery
and perfidious policy, withous rage and indignation 2  How 18
it poffible to be cool and difpaflionate when ghe dearelt interefts
of a Natione—the moft impostant concerns of an LEmpire—the
moft prized and valued privileges of human natare—the liberty,
happinefs, and profperity.of'millions of men, are put to the iflue
of a meafure, intrpduced in language metaphorically obfcure
and {tudioufly infidivus, fupported by men of confammate imbe-
cillity and pre-eminent,public profligacy, and brought forwarg on
the heels of invi/ion @and rcbellion ;—Dbefore the focial order and
regular fubordination of fociety have been reltored—and before the
rancorous cofitentions, the bitter animofities of men, and the un~
exampled calamities of the Country (tho’ faft fubfiding) have
yet altogether given way to returning confidence and coincidence
of np.m*qn——ip the featiment of . national unanimity, and to the
blefling of ‘re-cftablifhed tranguillity ? For my part, Mr, Speaker,
1 muft candidly declare, that confidering every circumftance of
men aud things—of manoer and occafion—of pretext and defign
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“—of arrangement and exccution—I am fo horror-ftruck with
this wicked invafion of the independance of this land, that T am
aot only incapable of ufing any other than warm and paffionate
language ; but I confefs myfelf to be at this moment little fhort
of phrenfy. T am frantic when I confider the duplicity and craft
to which this nation has been made the facrifice ; the double deal-
ing and infidioufnefs by which her diftrattions have been made
the pretext for the furrender of her liberties ; and" the audacity
and wickednefs by which that Conftitution, fo recently afferted
by Ireland and recognifed by England has in the moment of nati-
0 1al weaknefs and calamity been attempted to be undermined and
~overthrown,  Oh! unhappy country ! how {uccelsfully have thine
enemies taken advantage of thy diffenfions ? With what a carcful
and judicious hand have they fown the feeds of thy deftruétion ?
The errors ; the delufions; the crimes of Jome of thy people,
have been the pretext for an attack - upon the liberties of a//?
Had you never been divided, the foreender of your national
pride, and independance had never been demanded ! Unite now,
mot in the holfow embrace of intquitous republican fraternifation, bus
in the loyal irrcfiftible Union of a brave and free people refoloved to
Preferve their invaluable Confiitution againfl all innovution or to pe-
rifbiavith it I Unite thus, and theré is no array of poaver or pulicy
which can be brought to affail your liberties but muft vanifh and fink
1o nothing before the tremendous unanimity of an undivided people !
oirs [ have often heard/it argued with great fuccefs, and T
think with exccllent reafon, that the feafon of war is of all others
the moft improper for the experiment of conftitutional improve-
ment or innovation, ~ If @ Reform in the Reprefentation of the
People in Parliament (for which I do not profefs myfelf an advo-
cate at this day) were propofed, it has uniformly been oppofed upon
the ground of the time beinig unfeafonable for innovation and ex-
periment,  If a mation be made fora Reform of the Scotch
Borovghs, orthe fyftem of government for India, itis refifled by
the argument that under the exilting circumftances of the country,
it is dangerous to agitate the public mind by topics which have a
direct tendency to alter or even regenerate our eftablithments—
and yet here is a queftion not of innovatien but fubverfion ; not
of alteration but extin&ion; not of regeneration but of death—
a queltion, not to improve or ameliorate, but to'deftroy and annihi.
late the popular part of the Conftitution of Ireland, brought
forward at a period of external war and domeftic troubles, nnder
the aufpices of that fame Minifter who has fo repeatedly and fo
juftly'oppofed the arguments of #ime and circumflances, to projeis
fo infinitcly inferior in dignity and importance to the meafure
now under the contemplation of this Houfe. Sir, I have very
little doubt that a propofition to diffolve and everthrow the Po-
pular branch of our Conftitution would be little if at all fhort of
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'.I‘rcafon, but undoubtedly would be an overt aét of High' Treafon,
inafmuch as it might lead by dire& confequence to a compafiing
the King’s death, and it,is worthy of obfervation that the princi-
pal overt-a&s in  the indié&ments againit Hardy, Tooke and the
reft, were for conjpiring to alter and overturn the Legiflature, Rule and
Government noww happily and duly eftablifbed in thefe kingdoms, and
for ariting and difperfing and caufing to be wwritten and difperfed papers
pamphlets and [o forth, tending to fubvert and alter the Legiflature, Rule
and Government of thefe kingdoms, "When therefore a Right Hon,
Gentleman talks of Treafon to loyal men, he ought to recollect
the precedent of thofe inditments, and that there is a nearer
connexion with Treafon, betwcen the conduét of perfons who
would propofe the alteration and fubverfion of our Legiflature, and
circulate wicked and pernicious avritings for that purpofe, than any
which can be traced to the opinions and conduct of {uch as boldly
contend for the integrity and inviolability of the Conttitution.
It has been argued with great labour and fubtilty that Parliament,
has at prefent, without the previous affent of the Nation, full and
entire competence to enter into an incorporate Union with the
Legiflature of Great Britain, and to fupport them in this princi-
ple, Gentlemen refort to the opinions of Lord Coke and Judge
Blackftone, who both fay that the power and juri{diction of Par-
liament is tranfcendant, abfolute, omnipetent, and {fo I admit it
is, in the exercife of its conflitutional funélions, {o long (as Black-
ftone fays) as the Conflitution lafts the power of Parliament is abjo-
lute and without . controul, or imether words, fo long as it acts
within thejfphere of the Conllitution, it is omnipotent—it is om-
nipotent in legiflation, and in the exercife of all the powers and
energies of ‘the flate, but it is only a Truflee for the Conflitution,
awhofe power is fovercign, paramount and fuper-ruling, it is omnipo-
tent to preferve, not to deflroy,the fovercign power of ihe flate, it js
omnipotent in the difpenfation of Government, but cannot anni-
hilate it, or any branch of it. The Legiflature therefore when it is
called - defpotic, 1s, I conceive, only fo fub modo, it 1is deflpotic
to all intents and purpofes as long as it acts accordiug to the rules
and priac ples of the Conftituticn, whofe organ 1c 15, but 1t 1s
reftrained and limited from the commiffion of any at which may
alter or abrogate, injure or deltroy, that Conftitution or any of
its conftituent.members. And I would again refer the Houte to
the authority of+Mr. Buike, in his refle@ions on the French
Revolution, page 28 for illuftration of this fubject, when he
fays ¢ the Houfc of Lordsis not competent to diffolve itlelf nor
« to aBdicate, if it would, its proportion in the Legiflature
« of the kingdom.” The King cannot abdicate for the Monar-
“ cliv, though he may for his own Perfon ; by as itrong, or by «
«_flronger reafon the Houfe of Commons cannot renounce its thare
« gPnauthority, &e.” It is indeed curious te obferve, Mr.
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Speaker, the courfe of the debate upon this part of the 't‘gghion',
the Noble Lords fets out with a Philippic againft the legal part of
the Houle, and feems to defpife altogether the opinions of the
gentlemen of the long robe upon this fubjeét, and yetiit is eafy
to obferve that his main reliance this night is on certain Lawyers,

~ who feem very full of the fubjeét and who I fingerely hope have

been rqfrg/ﬁfcf fince the lait debate, and yet foine' of thofe Learn-
ed Leaders whom one would expeft to fee in the front of the

batfle feem to have left their ground ; 1 préefume having fired their
platoon on the latt nighe they have retived to the rere to prime ‘and
load, or'to rally the broken au%confufcd- ranks, already panic-
fruck with the profpe@ of a fecond and more inglorious defeat.
The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Corry) who was a Lawyer,
but is now a Minifter, takes a different courfe from the Noble
Lord (who holds the opinions of Lawyers except they be on his
own fide in the moft {overeign contempt ) apd preferring the habits
of his former profeflion to thofeef hisprefent ftation, he comes
forward with a new fet of authorities (three of the Law Lords of
our own country) and to make amends for the abfence or. filence
of ‘thofe {petires of profcflionalinanity, the law officers, he ar-
gues the queftion vpon what he calls legal grounds. But I con-
fefs, Sir, with all my attention awake to the fpeech of the Right
Hon. Gentleman, I have not been able to catch a fingle argument
or principle upon which my mind can dwell ap inftant, but if af-
fertion and Dictum be fubttitutes for reafoning and authority, if
an uninterrupted continuity of fpecch without the impediment of
legal principle, or conflitutional inference be calculated’ to con-
vince and per{uade, the ‘Right Hon. Gentleman whether he is to
be conlidered @s a Lawyer or a Politician, or.as that hermaphrodite
kind of charaéter which confifts in being half one and half the
ce her, has undoubtedly a claim to the higheft praife for the man-
ner in which be has difcuffed the fubje. The Right Hon. Gen-
tlemaa has relied” chiefly on the opinions of three noble Lords
now at the head of three of our Courts of Jultice, he has mere-
ly told us their opinions, but has not informed us upon what au-
thorities they were founded. I own I am not one who, feeling
myfelf to be a Truftee for the popular branch of the Conftitution,
am much difpofed to be direfted in the difcharge of my duty as a

" Legiflator by the Di¢ta of judicial authoritics however great and

re[petable—with refpet to one of thefe perfonages I am free
to admit evcry;.veight to be due to the opinion of a' man, who
when a Memberof the Houfe of Commons, was one of the moft
diftinguifhed advocates for the independance of Parliament and
the freedom of his country—with relpeét to the other two, I am
willing go {ublcribe to the integrity and ability of one ina Court
of Equity—and to the great and acknowledged qualifications of
the other in a Court of Common Law, but I never heard that
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eipher of the Noble Lords was ancillary to the emancipation of this
country, or that they had any fhare (fave that which every Mem-
‘ber of Parliament is virtually fuppofed to have in reftoring the
Conftitutional independance of Ireland.) But the Right Hon.
Gentleman might have quoted the opinion of a Law Lord of un-
difputed authority upon fuch a fubjeét as this, whofe fhade (as
was finely exprefled by my Hon. and Learned Friend) has as it -
were rifen from the tomb to vindicate the jinvaded liberties of his
country. Is his opinion equal to any of thofe which have been
mentioned ? Or to which of them is it inferior ? fo far for authori-
ties. There was a point which the Right Hon, Gentleman preffed
and dwelt upon in his fpeech, which I do not think he managed
with his ufual candour and delicacy. - My Right Hon, Friend
(Sir John Parnel) in mentioning the refpeét which was due and
paid to the fenfe of the Houfe of Commons inftanced by way of
illuftration the refolution with regard to agiftment which has for
many years been obferved as a quafi law of 'the land—but the
-Right Hon. Gentleman fired as it were with indignation at a
principle fo unconftitutional, exclaims with great vehemence,
what ! Shall a refolution of one Houfe of Parliament be called
the law of the land 2 What if the Houfe of Lords fhould re-
folve, for inftance, that they would not at any time take the fub-
. je&t of tithes into confideration, would that refolution ftand as a
barrier in the way of the Commons to difcufs the fubje&? No
truly, nor did my Right Hon. Friend fay that the refolution
refpe@ing agiltment, or any other réfolution of one Houfe of
Parliament could conftitute the law of the land, but that fach a
refolution while it remained unrevaked would be always attended
with a certain degree of refpet as well by the Nation as by the
Minifters of the Crown. The Right Hon. Gentleman is alfo of
opinion that this meafure is within the omnipotence of Parlia-
ment without /pecial authority from their conftituents, if then (to
admit all that has been urged on'that head for argument’s {ake)
Parliament be fo tran{cendantly powerful, can I urge a better,reafon
to this Houfe for refufingto agree to an Union? The way in
which geotlemen argue is this; they make Parliament the moft
defpotic power upon earth, and then they call upon you to fur-
render the exercife of its authority into the hands of another
Legiflature. If"Parliament. be abfolute and omnipotent as ’tis
faid, T fhould think that common fenfe and true wifdom diftate
to every many that it is beitér be the defpot than the flove 3 and there-
fore, though it'be poflible that Parliament may abufe its powers,
it isnot to be apprchended that the Nation will ever fink into ab-
folute and irretrievable bondage while the Legiflature remains re-
fident, diftin& and independant. The Noble Lord has honoured
the Gentlemen at this fide-of the Houfe with the appellation of a
cabal, will he allow me to remind him of the manuner in which the

U
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" word cabal originatéd, the initials of the names of the five per-

fons who compofed the famous Miniftry known by that name in
the reign of Charles II. made up the compofition of the word.
1 believe if there be a cabal in this country it is not at this fide of
the Houfe. I could find five names I think, but their initials
are all confonants (and the fame confonant too) and there is unluc-
kily no vowel to harmonife them into a word, thefe five names 1
conceive to be the cabal of this country, in which he' who ought
to be the greateft feems to_me to be the lealt, perhaps too the
Members of this cabal are little inferior to the original in the mif-
chief of their councils and the pernicious folly of their projects,
what was the fate of that vile confpiracy againit the Crown and

- the Nation? It is impoffible not to repeat the lines of the Poet

fo defcriptive of the fallen greatnefs of the mighty Buckingham :

¢ "The George and garter dangling from the bed
¢« Where filthy yellow vies with durty red,
«¢ Great Villiers lies.”

Mot of the reft after having outlived their fortunes, their cha-
ralers, and their power, the fcoff and fcorn of mankind (an
awful example of the mutability of human greatnefs!) at length
{unk into the grave, where, though earth, duR, and afhes may
caver and conceal the dead, there is yet no concealment or obli-
vion for their infanies, theit iniquities, and their crimes.—Sir,
amongft other topics of abufe (in which the calumny thrown on
the Bar is a principal feature ) the Parliament itfelf has not upon this
night efcaped traduction, and it is fingular to obferve, that the very

tfons at whofe fuggeftion and in profecution of whofe councils
the Parliament of lreland has, for many years paft, taken all its
meafures, are now the firt to charge it with corruption, with .
faGion, and with utter incapacity to provide for the internal fe-
curity of the country; or to prevent the return of thofe calami-
ties witlhr which we have fo recently been afflited. —Will the
Houle endure this :—Will the fpirit of Parliament fubmit to the
degradation of acknowledging its own difgrace by jultifying its
own diffolution 2—Will the Houfe of Commons bear to be told
that in order to be efficient they muft be diminifhed—to be vir-
tuous they muft be infignificant—to be independant they muft
be annihilated >—The illuftrious Camden never inftruéted the
Noble Lord to entertain fuch opinions:—He was the guardian-
genius of Irifh. Independance, and the proud vindicator of our
liberties.—Could he, from the grave, ¢ behold the dwellers
upon earth,” and hear the fpeech of the Noble Lord thie night,
he would reprobate the degenerate fentiments it contained, and
proudly indignant to find his found principles forgotten, and his
precepts neglected in that ungrateful foil where he had culti-
vated them with fo much care, h¢ would aflert the infulted honor
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and invaded independance of the Parliament, and would vindi-
cate the chara@er of that calumniated Profeffion by means of
which he had honourably rifen from obfcurity to eminence, and
which had in no fmall degree contributed through the medium
of fuch a patron, to elevate the family of the Noble Lord him-
felf from relpe@able independance to exalted diftinction.  Sir, a
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Corry) with what prudence it is
not for me to fay, has illuftrated his argument by an allufion to
the grounds of that unhappy conteft which feparated the Ameri-
can colonies from the mother eountry, and he tells you very
truly, that the attempt by the Britifh Parliament to legiflate for
America without the latter being reprefented in that” affembly,
was the original caufe of that quarrel. But I would tell the
Right Hon. Gentleman that, however the grounds of conteft
ftood at firlt, in the courfe of the war a portion of reprefentation in
the Englifb Parliament. was offered to America, which the latter
reje@ted—why ? becaufe fhe faw the utter incompatibility of in-
corporate legiflation with independance—becanfe the faw-the in-
adequacy of a reprefentation where diftiné intercils were to be
guarded by a difproportianate hody of reprefentatives—Dbecaule
the faw that fhe would not be better protected from the fcourge
of unjuft taxation by having a few members in the Englifh Se-
nate than when the had not any, and therefore 1 fay, that if the
American ftruggle is any parallel to our cafe, it is this, that that
war was begun or at leaft continued on the part of Anmerica, for
the obtainment of that which we now poflefs, but which we are
called upon to furrender, namely legiflation, not by inco1pora-
tion of reprefentation, but by diftinct independant Legifla-
‘tures,—DBut, Sir, the moft #riking fimilitude between the Ame-
rican tranfaGtions and the concerns of our own country, appears
to me to confift in the identity of obje and defign againft both.
I think it is impoffible not to fee that in this project the end
and ultimate purfuit is. Taxaiion, in which refpet there is no de-
monftration plainer, than that Ireland would be at the mevey of
the Britifh Parliament and Minifter to all intents and purpofes
whatfoever ;—and after all, Sir, I da not know that there is any
appendage of legiflation fo important and intercfiing to a nation
as the impofitionof taxes. But there are gentlemen who argue,
that, by our having a certain number of reprelentatives in the
Britith Parliament, we mnft be confidered as confenting to our
own taxation.——I am certain there will be a number (for alas! T
fear there will be_but few amonglt them who have cver {feen our
country ) who will confent to our being taxcd to any amount, but
fuppofing the beft that can happen—fuppofing them all to diffent,
can the unanimous voice of the whole one hundred, fecure this
country from any tax which the Britifh reprefentatives fhall think
proper to impofe upon it. Where then is the differcage in point
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of pradical bencfit between a reprefentation awhich bas not in té
nature of things the pewer of doing us any fervice, and no rc?ri@n_'-*
tation_at all,—though there is great difference in point of pradi-
¢al injury, for T think it could upon various confiderations be
fhewn, that the latter would be infinitely preferable :—But then
Sir, it is faid, if our proportion of membersin the Leg.iﬂa‘ti!ic
will not fecure us againt Britifh taxation, the terms of the treaty
may do fo.—I like not treaties between the great and ‘the hum-
ble—the ftrong and the weak—the Giant and the Dwarf—the
ties of plighted faith are but a feeble barrier againft the aggreffions
of confcious power.—The recognition -of our Independance in
1783 did not prove to be a fecunty againft the demand of its ab-
dication in 1785, and of its {furrender in 1779.—1 could inftance
Scotland, but the notorious violations of that "treaty of Union
are in every pamphlet and in the mouths of every man who fpeaks
upon the fubject ; but there is one breach which I cannot pafs
over. By the A& of Union Scotland was to be affeffed to
48,000l. when: England fhould pay 2,00,0000l. or 4s. in the
Pound to the Land Tax ;—but fee the Minifter’s budget this
very year, and you will find Scotland rated at socol. for the
tenth of the incomes of eftates over and above the 48,000l
which fhe already pays according to the articles of the Union ;
fo that by the Income Bill, the landed gentlemen of Scotland
arc now to pay a tenth of the receipts of their eftates over and
above the ftipulated proportion between the countries at the time
of the Union.—Are the gentlemen of Ireland prepared for thefe
things ?—Are they prepared to give up a tenth of their income
to the Englith Minifters (perhaps more) however well they are
difpofed to the Englifh nation ?—Sir, I muft confefs 1 am not a
little furprifed to fee the Minifter of England purfuing the fame
fyftem with regard to this country, by the reprobation of which,
with regard to America, he firlt raifed himfelf into notice, and
afterwards into power—the fyltem of taxation when diredlly ex-
ercifed upon America was, in his opinion, a fyltem of tyranny,
but when indirectly attempted againft Ireland, is a fyftem of Zind-
nefs and comeefisn—in England it was not eafy to find new re-
fources—the luxury and induftry of the country are exhaufted—
the neceflaries of life can produce no more—capital and income
have been reforted to—what remains ?—1Ireland ! yes |—the ge-
nerous hofpitality—the focial harmony of the Irifh Nation muft
prepare for the tax-gatherer and the tafk-mafler—the * proud fub-
niffien, the dignified obedience” of our national chara&er muft
fubmit to the yoke,—we fhall become hewers of wood and
drawers of water—we fhall have the rival plunderers of the Eaft
and Weft quartered upon our counmtry, and after having drained
the lat drop of African blood, and exhaufted the wealth and
tears of Hindoftan, they will be fent to this devoted ifland to
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gratify their infatiable cupidity, by the fpoil of our nobility—-the
plunder of our gentry, and the oppreffion of our people—we fhall
then indeed be what Lord North faid America fhould be “ prof-
trate at the feet of England’’.—But, Mr. Speaker, if Treland
does fall, depend upon it, (to ufe the words of the venerable Lord
Chatham) ¢ fhe will fall like the ftrong man, fhe will embrace the
pillars of the. State, and pull down the Empire with her.”’—Sir,
upon this occafion I do not think it neceflary, or indeed régular,
to go into thofe topics which may be fuppofed to belong to the
detail and developement of the meafure; I am indeed in hopes
that it will never be detailed or developed ; but there 1s one con-
fideration which properly belongs to that period of the fubject
which has been plaufibly reprefented and forcibly = urged—I
mean the probability of the transfer of Englifh capital to this
country—but for my part I cannot conceive how we are to
expe& Britifh capital to come amongft us after we have loft the
proteétion of a refident Parliament—after the moft confiderable
of our gentry have became abfentees—and after we have {ub-

jected ourfelves to Britith taxation—when the market for genius

nd talent is transferred to another cogntry—when the arts of
polifhed and civilifed life, thofe main incéntives to ingenuity and
labour are gone—and when the lethargy of indolence, and the
floth of fullen difcontent fhall have enervated the arm of induftry
and degraded and debafed our peoples—Did Britifh capital ap-
proach our ifland in any' confiderable degree when our taxes were
low, our trade flourifhing, and our country at pcace ? andis it to
be expefted that it will all at ence pour inupon us in confequence
of a meafure which will obvioufly encreafe our taxes, certainly
ot improve our trade, and inflead of contributing to our tran-
quillity will, I think extend the eaufes and enlarge the circle of
public difquietude and  pational difcontent ? in every point of
view, therefore, Sir, in which I have been able to contemplate
this meafure, I confider it as pregnant with the ‘moft alarnmng
mifchiefs both to this country and Great-Britain—1I look upon it
as the nurfery of new misfortunes, and the grave of our antient
liberties—and inftead of its tending to ftrengthen and confolidate
the general interefts of the Empire, or to reftore and confirm the
internal tranquillity of this country, I am thoroughly perfuaded
that the ingenuity. or wickednefs of man never yet devifed a
{cheme fo effectually adequate to bring about the Separation of
the two kingdoms (the moft difaftrous of all confequences!) and
fo likely to renew in this {carce-tranquillifed country, the cala-
mities of. civilwar and the horrors of {upprefled Rebeilion.

Mr. Tigue.—Sir, I could wifh rather to fhorten, than to
lengthen this debate, by bringing back the real queltion to the
confideration of the Houfe. The queftion feems to be fimply
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this : Adminiftration have abandoned this obje@, which t@
had the imprudence and the misfortune to agitate ; fome of th
molt difinterefted fupporters have declared to-night, in a mamner
the moft honourable to themfelves, that they will no longer

port the meafure of an Union ; fince they are now, onvinced
that it is perfecily contrary to the genmeral wifh of ¢ e nation.
The queftion is therefore, whether you will, ot whether you will
not, take the readielt and moft effectual meams of fatisfying the
nation that it is abandoned ? The readieft and moft effeGual
means of doing fo, is by omitting that paragraph of the Addrefs
which 1s now before the Houfe. I know with thorough con-
vition, that the Noble Secretary had the beft intentions in bring-
ing the fubje& forward ; I am willing to attribute the very beit
intentions to thofe who have fupported him and it is for that
reafon that I fhould expe& from them a concurrence in giving
gencral fatisfadtion to the kingdom. Confident I am, that as
long as there is the flighteft open left, for the queftion being
revived, it will hang like a difaftrous meteor over the peace of
the nation. 'Will you, by voting this Paragraph, pledge your-
felves to confider that fubje@, which you are determined not to
confider 2 By doing fo, you muft either deceive the King, or
deccive the People ;—or will you at once, by reje@ing this Pa-
ragraph, att with honefty to the King; and with fatisfadion to
the People ?

Or are the Miniftry not yet convinced, by what they have
feen, and by what they have heard, that  tranquillity would not
be the refult of theirmeafure ! Are the People of Ireland not
convinced, that they could gain no commercial advantages by
an Union ? but even, af it were in the power of Great Britain,
to give us commercial advantages ; if it was in her power to give
us all the commerce of the Britith Empire, Ireland would reject
the wealth of the whele world, when fet againft her Indepen-
dance ; that fhe confiders as a jewel of ineftimable price ; which,
if fhe poflefled it not, fhe would part with her all to obtain :
but fince fhe is poffefled of it, fhe will not fuffer the wealch or
the power of the world to take it from her.—T'ranquillity and
Commetcial advantages are held out as the price of our Conttitu-
tion ; permit me to fay a few words to them,

[ know but two ways of tranquillifing 2 nation ; either by
giving fatisfaction to the People, or by reftraining them by mi-
litary. power :—what part of the People would an Union {atisfy ?
~—the Catholics >—No ; it would place an eternal bar'to the ac-
complifhment of their wifhes, and render them defperate of fuc-
cefsy it is in an Irifh Parliament that the caufe of the Catholics
has prevailed ; will they look up for relief to a Britifh Parliament,
who ftill hold their own Catholics in depreflion ; whofe numbers,
whofe claims and peaceable difpofition have afforded them no pre-
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tence I Will an Union fatisfy the Prefbyterians ? by bringing
them within the focus of Britifh teft-laws ! Can they expeét to
remain in a ftate more favoured than the Diffenters of England?
Will an Union fatisfy the Friends of Reform? what, hy anni-
hilating that Parliament, which they wifth to meliorate 2 I fee
no body of men, whom an Union could fatisfy ; tranquillity then
could only be obtained by military force; Ireland would have a
mere military government, and be the barrack of the Empire;
with no Parliament to reftrain, even by the force of opinion, the
condué& of the Chief Governor, or his dependants, * this dif-
tant and petty province,”” as Mr. Gibbon ftiles it, would be at his
mercy ; in power he would be a military Proconful, or a Gover-
nor of Bengal ; and it would depend on his difpofition only, to
become a Verres or a Haftings. ‘

Wiguld commercial advantages refult from fuch a fpecies of Go-
yernment 2 1 cannot help admiring the generofity of Britain,
that now offers us, in return for the power of unlimited tax-

ation, the long promifed Equalifation of Duties, the only pre-

tended commercial advantage fhe can offery when, by the anni-
hilation of our Parliament, we fhould be unable to proteé that
advantage :—when the Britifh merchants could play againft us
unreftrained the whole force of their capital, eredit, and induftry.
Who knows not, that the DBritifh merchants hold the Sceptre of
Legiflation in the Britith Parliament 2 Can the Britifh Minifter,
all-powerful as he boafts himfelf, abolith the Slave Trade? have
they not compelled the Britith Parliament to break its faith, even
when pledged to vindicate the Rights of Humanity ? when did
the Britifh merchants ceafe to turn the power of their Legifiature
againft Ireland ? what has been their condué& during the laft en-
lightened century, from the time they compelled King William
to deftroy your woollen manufacture, till the time they dishgur-
ed your Propofitions? T am confident, that when the Corpo-
ration of Cork fhall refle@ again upon the fubje, they will be
fenfible that they would rather be injured than benefited by an
Union : Cork, in return for her provifions, imports into Ireland
chiefly the luxuries of life; the wines and commodities of the
South of Europe ; when an Union fhall have banifhed her prin-
cipal inhabitants and Janded proprietors, to whom will fhe fell
her luxuries 2 Spain and Portugal will not take her provilions,
but in return for their commodities of luxury ; and fo far the trade
of Cork muft decline.

But Englith capital is to flow into Ireland ; when we obtained
real commercial advantages, when we obtained the Weit India
trade, no Englifh capital flowed into Ireland ; Ireland was then
in a ftate of peace and of rifing profperity ¢ here we have certain
experience againit fallacious fpeculation.—Is it, at this time, in
this ftate of the country, that the plodding merchant of Britain
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fhall fet his firm afloat, and fail over to Ireland on his bags of
gold, with a pen in one hand and a {fword in the other, to have
the honour of joining a corps of our city yeomanry:! Atanm

time, what is more ginjuri.lg:xs to a mcrganiih: hou]l:z, tha:?li
change of fituation? the merchant who would not change the
profitable atmofphere of Threadneedle-fireet for the airy elegance
of Portman-fquare, would now exchange the fecurity and pro-
teGtion of England, for the convulled, dependant, militarifed

Ireland. k

Is the drain of fpecie, by the increale of abfentees, to be a
commercial advantage ? when the money tranfmitted. to abfentecs
fhall much exceed the balance of our trade, our fpecie muft ne-
ceffarily vanifh, as was the cafe in Scotland, in confequence of
her Union. Let the Houfe cenfider, whether at this day the
general balance of our trade compenfates for the drain by abfen-
tees : but how much will that drain be encrealed, when not only
all the rich men of the country muft be banifhed, but when the
man, who would folicit even a gauger’s place, muft folicit at
Whitehall 2 \ -

The lofs of fpecie was not the only evil that Scotland fuf-
fered by an Union. The Union of two Crowns, about to be
{eparated, compenfated thofé evils ; but the Crown of Ireland is
infeparable, united and identified with that of Great Britain ;
we cannot gain the only benefit that Scotland gained ; but the very
Act by which fhe gained it, fubmitted her to a great political evil
—it made her Conftitution, as far as the treaty of Union went,
mncapable of amendment, exeept by the violation of folemn com-
pact. She never could have obtained the Law of Treafon, or
the abelition of her heritable offices and jurifdiétions, if the Bri-

- tifh Parliament had not dire&ly violated the A& of Union.—

The Britifh Parliament were placed in this dilemma, either to
leave Scotland fubjeé.to bad laws and inftitutions, or to brzak
forcibly through ‘the moft folemn engagement, She preferred
the latter : perhaps wifely; but when, for her own benefit, fhe
preferred the fame line of condué with regard to taxation, for
fuch was the unanimous opinion of Scotland with regard to the
Malt tax, not the unanimous defire of every Scotch reprefentative
could break the A& of Union. Such 1s the abfurdity of a
written Conititution, happily ridiculed by Mr. Burke in his firlt
Philippic againft the ficlt ¢ wnalerable”” Conftitution of France;
for he well knew, that the beft part of the Britifh Conftitution
was the ¢ lex non feripta.”’

But it is not on fuch petty confiderations that Ireland will re-
je&t a meafure that involves her liberty and independance for ever.
~—This attempt of the Britifh Minifter is more atrocious than
any of the incorporating fchemes of the French Republic. The
nations when France ingorporated, had no free Conftitutions to
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lofe.—Brabant had feen her joyenfe entrée trampled under foot,
long before the Fremch entered Flanders.—Had the flaves of
Savoy, or the priefts of Avignon, rights, liberties, or a con-
ftitution to lofe?—And yet even the contemptible Avignon,
prielt-ridden and pope-ridden, did not fubmit with bloodlefs hands
to her Union, and did not fall, untill mangled and breathlefs, at
the feet of her political butcher and incorporating tyrant.—But
it is not an affair of fuch petty interefts ; it is not an affair of parifl
politics, as it has been called, when a free and a populous nation
is called npon to fnrrender the management of her own concerns
for ever.—It is ‘not whether the Sabin name fhall be loft in the
Roman ; whether a difhonoured nation fhall fink into the arms of
her conquerors,.—The Britifh Minifter indeed may wifh to raife
a new altar to Neptune ; he may with to make Ireland the facri-
fice; he may with to ravifh from her, her deareft rights and in-
terelts ; and on’ this Houfe alone, may it perhaps depend this
day to fave our country,

Mr. BarringTON rofe to give his decided {upport to the mo-
tion—a motion which he conceived the future peace and fecurity
of Ireland abfolutely required—and which could not be oppofed
but by the enemies of both. p

On the laft night the queftion of a Legiflative Union had met
with unequivocal difapprobation from the moft refpeétable and in-
dependant minority that ever oppofed a minifterial meafure ; and
he trufted a majority againft it would this might put the queftion,
cffeGually at reft.

Bnt as the Parliament juftly reprobated this meafure of the
Britifh Minifter, he thought they were' called upon to fubftitute
fome other arrangement whichmighttranquillife the public mind—
and tend to give an equal intereft to all the inhabitants of Ireland
in the prefervation of its freedom and independance—He had too
long witneffed the defperate eonfequences of national difunion ;—
but he now looked with an eager. eye to the annihilation of thefe
ruinous animofities which the Britilh Government had fo lon
fuccefsfully fomented—and now fo treacheroufly made ufe of.

The vicious proje&t of a Legiflative Union avowedly intend-
ed to put down Proteltant profperity—annihilate Catholie
claims—and equally extinguifh the liberties of both feéts—had
already opened the eyes-of every fe&t and clafs of Ivifhmen, to
the dangers that awaited their country —and promoted a tendency
to the national reconciliation, which was now the only bulwark
againft national flavery, and he trufted would induce any fe& to

| . forget their private injuries in the public {ecurity.

- Mr. Barrington then went into a defence of the Ivifh Bar,
- which he faid had been moft fallly and infolently afperfed ;—

X
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fpringing from the firft families in Ireland, it fpoke the fenfe of
the nation.—The Irith Lawyers had faved their country by their
fpirit as foldiers—and again would help to fave it by their principles
as politicians ;—they had youfed the nation to a fenfe of its dun-
ger, and would perfevere in its defence to the laft extremity.

Their fpirit—their independancel—their integrity and their loy-
alty had been tried and ftood the teft ;—and their late Prime Ser-
jeant had refleCted an henour on the profeffion, which .the pro-
feffion had been emnlous to return ;—he ftood higher in their re-
gard by his difmiffal,—and his fucceflor would foon feel the degra-
dation of fo deéteftable a fituation.—Mr. Barrington warned the
Minifter againt proceeding in a meafurc which would drive the
country to defperation—and might eventually prove the downfall
of the Britifh Empire ;—he had deceived the Britifh Minifter by
falfe reprefentations of our fituation and temper—and fhould an-
{wer for the confequence of fo wrong-headed a policy.—Having
given his opinion fully on a former night, ‘he fhould not now go
into further detail, and fhould only congratulate the Houfe on
the profpeét of a divifion which would at 'once affert the inde-
pendance and feeure the liberties of Ireland.

The ArtorNey GEnEraL fpoke a few words in fupport of
the Paragraph; after which a divifion took place, when there
appeared '

For the expunging 'the Paragraph

relating to the Union, RIS S
Againft the motion, - 104
Majority againft the Paragraph, 5

"Tellers for the Ayes, Lord Tyrone and Mr, Smith. ’
Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Ponforby and Sir Laurence Parfons,

Lord CasTrereacH faid, that he had brought forward this
meafure in compliance with the duties of his fitnation, and with
no other view than the mutual advantage of both countries, and
the general ftrength, welfare, and profperity of the Empire. He
would be a filly Minifter indeed, who would bring forward fuch
a meafure at this day, with any inferior 'views; becaufe he muft
know that any objeéts of a different nature muft defeat, inftead
of anfwering a great imperial purpofe. However, thofe Gentle-
men who thought fi 1to oppofe the meafure, without fo much
as examining a tittle of its purport, orits arrangements, would
recolleét, that when the day fhould come that this Houfe would
feel the neceflity of its adoption, upon their own heads b=
the refponfibility for. rejecling this night a meafure of fuch
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“high importance to the tranquillity and folid happinefs of their
country. .

Mr. Poxsonsy now rofe and faid, that in order that no Mi-
nifter might hereafter venture to bring forward in that Houle a
meafure fo obnoxious, he fhould move a Refolution to be entered
in the Journals, in the following words :—*¢ Refolved, That
« this Houfe will ever maintain the undoubted birth-right, of
¢ Trifhmen, by preferving an independant Parliament of Lords
¢ and Commons, refident within this kingdom, as fettled and
¢ approved by his Majefty and the Britifh Parliament an 1782.

This Motion, after fome converfation, was withdrawn.

Col. FitzceraLD brought up the Report of the Addrefs to
to his Excellency.

Lord CastLEreacH then (uggefted the propriety of expung-
ing a Paragraph of fimilar purport to that rejefted from the
Addrefs ; which being done, the Addiefs was agreed to, and
ordered that Mr. Speaker, attended by the Houfe, do wait on
his Excellency to prefent the fame.

Lord Caftlercagh now moved a Refolusion of Thanks and
Approbation from this Houfe to Sir J. B. Warren, and the
Officers, Sailors and Marinés under his command, for their |
gallant condué in the defeat of the enemy on the coaft of this |
Kingdom, on their way to invade it. ‘ |

Agreed to nem. con. and ordered that Mr. Speaker do com-

municate the fame,

e ————— T ————

SATurDAY—JAN. 26,

The SpeakEr having taken the chair,

Lord CasTLEREAGH moved, thata writ of ele@ion be iffued
for the borough of Newry, in the room of the Right Honour-
able Ifaac Corry, who had vacated his feat, by accepting the
office of Chancellor of the Exchequer.

A Mr. GePoxsoxsy faid, the Noble Lord was fomewhat pre-
mature in his motion, for that Mr. Corry had not vacated his
feat, as he was not Chancellor of the Exchequer. . The office,
he faid, was deiived immediately and folely from the Crown,
and no new writ of appointment having been made by his Ma-
jeﬁy;a;t_.hé Right Hon. Baronet, who had recently exercifed fo he-
nourably the duties of that office, was ftill the undoubted and

E legal Chancellor of the Exchequer, although the name, or the
B 4 bufinefs, may have been ufurped by another.

_l
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Sir J. Parnew faid, that certainly he felt that he was Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, under the circumftances mentioned by
~ his honourable and learned Friend ;—but as, anfortunately, he

happened to differ in opinion from his Majefty’s Minifters iu this
kingdom, on a great national queftion, he alfo felt himfelf call-
ed upon by delicacy to thofe Minifters, and his duty to his
Country, to counfel his Sovereign only through the medium of
his parliamentary privilege and condu&. .

Lord Castiereacu acknowledged that he had been pre-
mature ; and ftanding correéted by the opinion of the’ ho-
noarable and learned Gentleman who fpoke lait but one, he beg-
¢d leave to withdraw his motion, which was granted accordingly.

The Houfe then adjourned for half an hour, .

The Seraxer reported, that the Houfe had attended his Ex-
cellency with the Addrefs to his Majefty, and he was pleafed to

return for anfwer, viz,

¢ That he would forthwith tranfmit their dutiful and loyal
Addrefs to his Majefty,” -

The Speaker alfo reported that he had prefented the Addrefs
of Thanks of that Houfe to his Excellency the Lord Lieuatenant,
for his moft excellent Speech ‘to both Houfes of Parliament, and
that his Excelleney was pleafed to ‘return the following An-
fwer : : :

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

“ Your kind Addrefs, which conveys an approbation of m
“ condu& in fuch marked and flattering language, is highly
‘¢ grateful to my feelings.

“ T am aflured that in this arducus conjunéture you will ftea-
dily purfue thofe meafures which will be moft effe@ual for in-
¢ creafing the frength of the Empire, and employing its reve-*
“ nues againft the common enemy ; and I fhall faithfully repre-
““ fent to his Majefty, your zeal for his fervice and for the gene-
“ ral intereils of Great Britain and Ireland.”’ :

Ordered; "That his Excellency the Lord Licutenant’s Anfwer
be entered on the Journals of this Houfe.

Lord Core moved the Thanks of the Houfe to the Britith
fencible and 1ilitia Regiments, who came in time of danger to
this country, to afford prote&ion to its loyal inhabitants. The

motion was feconded by feveral Members on his fide of the
Houfe. :

(1

Lord Castrerssgy faid, that previous to the departure of
thofe regiments who had fo generoufly and feafonably volunteered
their affiitance to this Country, it was his intention to have made
afimilar motion to that which had been jult propofed ; but he
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did not regret his having been anticipated, as it could not have
fallen into more fuitable hands, nor have been brought forward
more feafonably than at the prefent time; thofe troops having
but a few days fince renewed their offers of fervice in this coun-

try. He concluded by heartily coinciding with the motion of
the Noble Lord.

Col. MaxweLL in a few words exprefled his warm concur-
rence with the motion. The readinefs of thofe tiocops to aflift
their loyal fellow-fubjeéts in this country, merited gratitude and
thanks, notwithftanding that the native courage and loyalty of the

- country had left them oothing to do.

Hon. D. Browne paffed an high eulogium on the Britith mi-
litia, and the generofity with which they had waived the right

. of refufal, with which the laws had armed them, and their prompt-

nels to face that war of Rebellion which had been raifed in this
kingdom.  He commented particularly on:the cenduct of the

- Margquis of Buckingham’s regiment, which had actually embark-

ed for the purpofe of affifting this country, when menaced by the
French fleet in Bantry Bay. He was happy that this motion
was propofed at a moment when there appeared in that Houfe a
jealoufy and diftruft of the beft intended acts, and the molt im-
portant kindnefles, manifefted by the filter Country—I[a general
and loud cry of No ! No !]—He was happy, he faid, to ftand
contradi¢ted ; and hoped always to find fimilar appearances equal-
ly fallacious. He exprefled his ‘hearty concurrence to the mo-
tion.

Col. BaAgweLL, in fuPporting the motion, paid his tribute of
approbation to the Britifh militia ; and faid, that the regiment
he had the honour to command (the county Tipperary nulitia)
were {o fenfible of the generous condué of their Britifh fellow
foldiers, that the very day before he left the country, his fer-
jeant majot waited on him, to offer the fervices of the regiment
in any part of Great Britain, which any public exigence might
render neceflary.

The vote of thanks pafled unanimoufly and was ordered to be
communicated by the Speaker.

Mr. Corry moved for feveral communications relative to the
Public Accounts ; he alfo moved for leave to bring ina Bill, to
amend and explain a Bill pafled in the laft {effion, for preventing
perfons tranfported from returning to thefe kingdoms, or going
to any Country at war with his Majefty—ILeave given.—He fur-
thermoyed, that his Excellency the Lord Licutenant’s Speech
be taken into confideration on Monday, after which the Houfe

‘adjourned to that day.



R N AL g — W ——-—

el ELN .. . . w . = e Sl 0. Lo o e m;w;"—‘m':w
é . - > vy 4

158 PARLIAMENTARY

Moxpay, Janvary 28, - S

The Right Hon. Lord CastLerEAGH rofe and faid, that i
order that an opportunity might be given to th?f_‘pgb]ic‘of-
ficers to bring forward the public accounts, and that no“inter-
riuption might occur to the public bufinefs of Parliament, in

“getting through the bufinefs of the nation, he fhould now move

that the Houfe at its rifing do adjourn till the 7th of February.

Sir Joun ParxeL oppofed the motion, and faid there never
was a moment in which it was more neceffary than at prefent for
the Parliament of Ireland to remain fitting, vigilant at its poft :
For if be was to credit the reports madesinithe Englifh newfpa-
pers of the difcuffiens refpelting the afiairs of this country,
which took place in another Parliament; and the declaration made
by the Britifh Minifter ¢ that heswould. unceafingly perfevere in=
a meafure refpeéting the internal fituation of this country,” to
which the Parliament of Ireland had {o recently and fo decidedly
given its negative, he trufted ‘the Houfe would fee the necefiity
of refifting the mealure of adjournment, at leaft until they fhould
know what were the {entiments of the Britith Minifter and the
Dritifh Parliament, when they fhould come to learn the fenti-
ments exprefled and the decifion which took place in the Par-
liament of Ireland on this {ubjeét ; for it was impofiible the Bri-
tith Miunifter or Parliament could have known the fentiments of
the Parliament of Treland, when they had difcuflcd the meafure
on the very fame dayit was rejeted here.—The Noble Lord near
(Caftlereagh) though he had faid he would not lofe fight of the
meaflure, yet had declared he never {hould think of paffing it
againft the fenfe of the country, and of FParliament—indeed no
Minifter of any talent or wifdom would. The Brtith Minifter
he knew to be a man of great talents and great wildom, who, he
was convincedy however highly he approved of the meafure,
would not think of prefling it againft every fentiment of found
diferetione—He muft therefore prefume his declarations on the
fubject were made under a miftake, or a mifreprefentation of the
fentiments of the Parliament and people of Ireland; and con-
vinced he was that fo foon as that great man fhould come to know
the decifion which had taken place in that Houfe upon the {ubjeét,
Le could not be either fo impoliticor fo rafh as to perfeverc,
That Houfe and the people of Ireland had learnt, fince the de-
cifion of Thurfday laft, to confider the queflion as at reit ; that
the declaration of the Britith Minifter could not fail now to ex-
cite new alarms, nor eould thofe alarms ever be quiet in this
country, {o long as the people could confider the mealure as {till

‘hanging over them ; and if the Britifh Miniiter were to per-

filt in the declaration after the fenfe of the Irith Parliament and
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1rith people were known to him, it is impoffible for any friend
to his country or Britifh connexion, to contemplate the con-
wences without the mott ferious alarm.  'With relpeét to the
ic bufinefs, there exifted in his mind no occafion whatever
to adjourn the Parliament on that account. No adjournment at
* Jeaft fhould take place until the refult fhould be known of the
decifion adopted by the Irifh Parliament on the fentiments of
the Britith Cabinet, and Parliament fhould continue fitting and
be ready to a&, as occalion might require, and to vindicate it$
own independance and maintain its Conftitution. He was aétu-
ated by no other motive but a confideration for the tranquil-
lity of the country, and, the general welfare of the Empire, and
no man could be more ready to facrifice largely for thofe defirable
ends ; but it was impoffible this country could be tranquil until
that meafure was at reft ; therefore if the Britifh Miuilter was
refolved to prefs it forward to difcuflion, contrary to “the fenfe of
Parliament, the fooner it was decided the better.

Lord CastLerEaGH rofe and faid, the Right Hon. Baronet
‘himfelf furnifhed by his arguments the ftrongeit reafons for the
neceflity of the adjournment. The Right Houn. Baronet had
heretofore recommended that all difcuffion on this {ubjet
fhould be conduéted with temperance and moderation ; but
unfortunately, in evincing his high jealoufy for the parliamentary
independance of Ireland, a fpecies of intemperate warmth had
crept into his manner of treating ~the fubje&t. That Houfe
would but ill fupport its -own dignity, if it were to be ruled in
its proceedings by the unaathenticatéd reports of newfpapers; it
fhould wait for authentic dpcuments, whereon to govern its con-
dné. But what was the language atiributed to the Britith Mi-
nifter in difcuffing this topic in the Britifh Parliament ? Nothing
more than what had - already been ufed by himfelf (Lord C.)
in that Houfe, merely recommending the meafure of Union to
the confideration of Parliament, and declaring it to be a men-
fure, in his conception for effentially indifpenfable to perpetuate
the cennexion between both kingdoms, to confolidate their mu-
tual flrength, and promete their mutual profperity, that he
fhould never lofe fight of it. Certainly not meaning that he
would, or ceuld prefs it againlt the Irifh Parliament and the
Irith people, if that {fentiment fhquld appear to be generally
againft the meafure ; but expreffing his own full convittion of
its utility and/ indifpenfability for the ends propofed ; and he
would not.defcrve to be a Minifter, who though fuch a meafure
L might for_the prefent be contrary to the fenfe of Parliament and
' of the mationy would bind himfelf by any declaration that might
forever heteafter preclude him from propounding that or any

othcr‘wwc for the confideration of Parliament which he, as
PFS i . r v . ’
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a Minifter, bound to promote the good of the country,
fhould conceive to be directed for that end. For thongh the
meafure would be now oppofite to the fenfe of Parliament, m ,
perhaps of the people, a time might come when the queftic
might be better underftood, and both the people and the Parlia-
ment folicit the meafure. If fuch a time fhould come, would
the Minifter be bound by a declaration that he had abandoned it ?
Certainly it could not be the with of the Britith Government to
prefs the mealure againft the fenfe of the country, when that
fenfe was known ; and therefore, gentlemen, by an. untimely
warmth on this fubjed, imputed that to Governmént, which Go-
vernment never intended. However, as the Right Fon. Baronet
feemed to admit the propriety of awaiting the-refult of the dif-
cuffion of the Irifh Parliament by the fentiments of the Britifh
Cabinet, the public officers would employ their time with much
‘greater advantage for the p_ublic in their refpe&ive departments,
by preparing the public bufinefs for parliamentary examination,
than by meeting day after day to do nothing. ™

Mr.BarriNGTON oppofed the adjournment;jand inveighed againft
the fpeech of the Britifh Minifter on this fubjeét. A Noble Lord
had talked of coolnefs in difcuffing the fubject ; but it was that
kind of propofition, fo infulting to the honour and the fenfe of
the Irifh nation, as no honeft Irifhman, alive to the love of his
country, or who had any feeling for national honour, could hear
with coolnefs. There was not, he affirmed, a man within either
nation more zcaloufly attached in loyalty to his King and the
Government than himfelf, norwho would facrifice more chear-
fully to the maintenance of both ; but if the honour and the dig-
nity of the Irifh Patliament was to be again outraged, by an at-
tempt to prefs upon them the odions meafure of an Uuion, againft
which that Houfehad already contended with fo much fpirit, virtue,
and honeft indignation, though {upported by the moft infulting at-
tempts to awe the honeft independance of the members of that
Houfe, by difmiffing from the higheft fituations fome of the
oldeft and moft refpe@able fervants of “the Crown, and beftowing
their places on men who had no merit, but fupporting” the po-
litics- of Government—he declared, that he for one, would go
every length to eppofe it in every fhape and in all its ramifica-
tions. "T'he people of Ireland fhould be told, and in the ftrongeft
manner, of this daring attack on the independance of their
Parliament and the libertics of their country ; they fhould find in
that«Parliament the faithful guardians of their liberties and
rights; and in the {pirit of both, the Britith Minifter would fee
the rafhnefs of his attempting to perfevere. He was firmly of opi-
-nion with the Right Hon. Baronet, that the Houfe ought vigi-
lantly to fit from day to day, te guard againft cvery advance of
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this infidious meeafure ; and if it fhould be perfevered in, that
Houfe ought to come forthwith to fome ftrong declaration in af-
fertion of its.own authority and independance.

Sir Hexty Cavexpisu fupported the adjournment, as a mca-
fure neceflary to give the Country time to exprefs its fenfe ge-
nerally on the fubje&. The fenfe of the, Country, he was ‘con-
vinced, was not generally againft the meafure ; he had converfed
this day with a gentleman of great refpectability from the county
of Cork, who affured him, all that province were decidedlyin fa-
vour of the mealure.

Hon. Mr. Trexcu was for the adjournment, as the beft mode of
preventing the agitation of the public mind, fo long anxiovs upen
this queftion that it required time to repole ; it would allo afford
time to colle@ the fenfe of the country at large on the {ubjett,
which the fenfe of the Houfe had already coufidered as abandon-
ed, and which he trufted the Britith Minifter, whofe declaration
was made evidently under a mifconception of that {enfe and with-
out any knowledge of its decifion, would never think of perfe-
vering in that meafure againfl the {enfe of the Parliament and
people of Ireland.

Sir Joux Frexe rofe in confequence of what had fallen from
a Right Hon. Bart. (Sir H. Cavendifh) touching the fentiments
of the people of Munfter. He had not this day converfed with
many gentlemen from that country, but he had reccived letters from
fome of the moft refpectable and beft informed gentlemen in that
province, which {o far from declaring the people there unanimous.in
favour of an Union pofitively aflured him of the ftrongeft perfuafi-
on, that had the vote’of Thur{day night pafled in favour of that
meafure, the whole province would have been the next day iu open
cebellion ; and added, that it would not be very fafe for the
Members who voted for the meafure to return to that part of the
country.

Colonel Bagwery faid, that he would only {peak in this point
for that county in Munfter which he had the honour to reprefent,
.(Tipperary.) He had received feveral letcers from fome of the
belt informed gentlemen in that country, and fo had his col-
legue, declaring the whole county to a man decidedly averfe to
the meafure of an Union. !

Mr. PLuxke~ condemned the declaration of the Britith Mi-
nifter; which vas made under the influence of ignorance and-dclu-
fion, as to what were the real fentiments of the Parliament and
people of Ireland on the fubjet of Union.—He muft fuppofe

that the Britifh Minifter had been taught to reckon upon the cer-
cain and infallible fuccefs of his projeét for influencingthe Irifh
' Y
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Parliament, and he could not have difcovered *his error in the
decifion of that Parliament, when he had the temerity to utter
the fpeech alluded to, and of the authenticity of which there
was pretty good evidence in a confidential paper of the Minif-
ter’s (the Sun.) The public mind (as the Hon.' Member had
obferved) flood in need of repofe after fo much agitation as it”
had recently {uftained upon this topic, and therefore he fhould not
oppofe the motion for adjourament ; but if it thould appear in-
the next meeting of the Houfe, that the Britith Minifter ftill
perfifted in his rafh defign,_ he would call upon every gentleman on
this fide of the Houfe who had already voted agamft the mea-
fure, and upon any gentlcmen on the other fide, who through
falfe delicacy had not refilted the propofal for entertaining it, to .
come forward in vindication of the honour, the dignity, and the
independance of the Irifh Parliament and the Irifh nation, and by -
fome ftrong and decided declaration put an extinguifber upon this
odious and abominable meafure. 'The Noble Lord had intimated
that the time niight come when the Parliament and the country
would be glad to folicit the meafure, as the only means of effec-
tually fecuring tranquillity. He hoped the Noble Lord did
not mean to infinuate that meafures would be adopted te produce
fuch a fituation in the country as would create the neceffity of
fuch a fituation, in order thar “ what was fpoken by the Pro-
phets might be fulfilléd.”—He wagnot overfond to fee a Minifs
ter ruling the countiy, who feemed to have a tafte for verifying
his own predictions as to the neceflity he foretold ; and he wifhed
to fec that Minifter and his Britifh collegue removed from officey
a circumftance which could not much affe& them, as they feemed
to coolto feel for any event,

Mr. M¢CrLtrLaxD conﬁdéred the declaration of th:e Noble

Lord (Caﬂlcrcagh) to be merely that he wonld not bring for-

ward the quelion of an Union againft the fenfe of Parliament
and the country, on that principle he would fupport the adjourn-
ment, bnt if the country fpoke out againft the meafure of ad
Union, then would he be found as firenaous in oppofing it, as he
Lad heretofore been in its {upport. '

Mr. Dosss faid, that from the decifion which the Houfe
had given, and the declaration of the Noble Lord, every man
within and. without thofe walls confidered the queftion of Union
as abandoned ; but from the declaration of the Britifh Minifter
¢ that he would lofe fight of the meafure but with his life,”’
that Houfe would fee the indifpenfable neceflity of its unceafing
rigilance, in guarding every pafs, and fortifying every avenue by
which the liberties of Ireland and her Legiflative independance
aight be attacked. He therefore called upon gentlemen who had
’gcccdcd W the el Jefeat of the mealure, to watch vigilaatly



$ae .8 AT BT 163

on their pofts, and by a conftant and unremitting attendance to
their duty in that Houfe, to leave no opportunity for furprife
when attack was opcnly and immutably avowed and determined.

Mr. Ecax did not refift the queftion of adjournment, but hop-
ed Gentlemen would take the advantage of that recefs, in ap-

prifing their conftituents in every part of the kingdom of the

danger which menace the liberty and independance of their coun
try, of guarding them againft infidious attempts to cajole their
underflandings, and of coming back to Parliament -forufied by
their public and unequivocal declaration of fentiment on this fub-

jeét; ‘and thus, he trufted, the manly and diguified {pirit of an

Irith Parliament, backed by the refolutions of an lLiith people,
determined to maintain that Parliament in afferting and yiadicating
the conftitutional independance of their country, would dcter any
Minifter from venturing to attempt the fubverfion of that inde-
pendance.  If, in the year 1782, when this country attainced that
independance, any Minifter was found daiing enough to hazard
fuch a propofal, there would be men found in this Houfe to rife
and move an addrefs to his Majelty, praying him to difmifs from
his councils, and remove from office fuch a Minilter; and if
any farther attempt fhould be made to force this meafure on the
Houfe, he trufted men would fill be found to bring forward luch

a motion, ' . ‘

- Mr. Kyox faid a few words to.the fame purport, .

Sir B. RocuE afkked the gentlemen who oppofed the Upgion,
how it was poflible things could remain in the ftate they had fo
long continued? He hoped thefergenticmen whep they fhould
return from their conftituents after the recefs, if they fhould itill
be refolved to oppofe an Union, would be ready to bring . for-
ward fome other effeGual plan for fecuring the tranquillity of the
country, and putting a ftop to anarchy and confufion.

Mr. Wovrre (of Forenaught) took this opportunity to expref
his regret at not having been prefent on the difcufion of the
Union queftion ; ‘on that meafure, however, he thought it but
fair, manly and. honourable, far every who“had not voted, to
declare his fentiments, and his own ever muft decidedly be againit -
that meafure. s .

M. BRQQ.K"B_rOfC to declare, that had he been prefeat, he
fhould have certainly voted againft the meafure.

" 'The queftion being now put, was carried is the afivmative
mthmtfuvt er oppofition.

d}l. (_HA:WF.LL) Barry aid, he had no objsction to the ad-
jourament moved by the Noble Lord; but as from the declaratioa
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of the Britifh Minifter any ftratagem would be apprehended for
earrying his point, gentlemen hoftileto the proje&t would fee the
neceflity of the fulleit attendance throughout the feffions and he
thould therefore move a call of the Houfe on the 8th of February,

Lord CastLEreacn affured the Hon. Gentleman pothing
could more fatisfaorily ‘accommodate the government than 3
full attendance of Members at all times, as the bell means of ex-
pediting the public bufinefs; and with refpett to the gueftion of
Union, he had already declared his determination explicitly,
¢ that he fhould never bring it forward fo long as it appeared
“ to him repugnant to the fenfe of Parliament and the coun-
“ try,”” But certainly it could never have been his intention to
have brought it forwatd but with a view to the moft ample dif-
cuffion in the fulleft attendance of Members that could be procur-
ed; and had the Houfe decided in favour of the difcuflion on the °
former night, he fhould immediately have moved for a call of the
Houle. The Hon. Gentleman might therefore reft affured he
was incapable of taking the Houfe or the country by furprife npon
fuch an important fubje&, nor to attempt paffing it againit their
fentiments.

Col. (MaxweLL) Barry obfcrved, the Noble Lord conld
not himfelf anfwer for what he might do, as he muft a& according
to the inftru&@ions he received from the other fide.

Mr. MarTin withed the eall of the Houlfe poftponed to a fur-
ther day, in order to give ample time for gentlemen to take the
fenfe of their conflituents.

Cel. (MaxwE LI;) Barry amended his motion to the 1rth of
February, which-was agreed to.

Sir H. CavenpisH, after a fhort preface, in which he ftated,
that the Houfe of Parliament had been degraded by perfonal
eutrage and infult to feveral of its Members, coming to and re-
tiring from that Houfe, in confequence of votes given in #hat
Houle, moved three refolutions to the following effect :

¢ Thatany infuit or affault offered to any Member of Parlia-
% ment coming to or going from that Houfe, in confequence of
“ any thing faid or done in Parliament; or any attempt to inti-
« midate any Member from any vote in that Houfe ; or any tu-
<« multuous affemblage of perfons meeting in the paffages to that
« Houfe to awe or intimidate its Members, to or from any vote
“ on any meafure, is'an high infringement on the privileges of
¢ that Houfe.”

Col. (Maxwers) Barry declared for himfclf perfonally he
« ¥ad neithier witnefled nor heard of any fuch infult or violence of-
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fered to any Member. 1If the Right Hon. Baronet alluded to
the joy fhewn by the people on a late occafion, he thought, cdnfi-
dering the exultation univerfally felt, the condutt of the populace
extremely calm and patient be};re aud during the difcuflion, and
‘extremely moderate in their expreffion of triumph on the defeat
of the meafure—he heard indeed of boys throwing fquibs and
breaking windows that were not illuminated. Such things wexe
ufual and ordinary (though he could not juftify them) on every

opular occafion ; but he faw nothing particular on this occafion 3
nor had the Right Hon. Baronet {pecified any grounds to fhew
the neceffity -of paffing refolutions to declare now what was the

.

known law of parliamentary privilcgc and of the land.

Dr. Brownxe exprefled fimilar fentiments, as did Mr. Barrinc-
ton, who faid he had heard it afferted this day in the Hall of the
Tour Courts, that the Right Hon. Baronet had declared his de-
termination to move for the vemoval of the Parliament to Corlk,

- 3n order to fecure fafety in its deliberations.

The Right Hon. ATTORNEY Gexeratofaid at was notorious
that both the perfons of Members had been Affaulted and abufed
by the moft opprobrious names, their houfes attacked by mobs,
and themfelves declared traitors to theircountry, for having voted
;n favour of Union; and that certainly fuch attempt to overawe
the Parliament would warrant its remoyal to Cork.

The Right Hon. Dexis Browse, in proof of the daring in-
fults which had been offered to the dignity of that Houfe,
veada paragraph from the Evening Poft of Saturday night, cul-
ling the Minifter of the countryand thofe ‘members who voted
foran Union ¢ a Gorrupt Minifler and bis corrupt phalanx.” 1t
was, he faid, his intention to have called the printer to the bar
this night, and moved for his committal to Newgate, which he
declared he would dothevery next time he faw fo daring and coa-
cumacious a libel in print.

Lord CasTLEREAGH moved that a (apply be granted to his
Majefty. Agreed to.

Ordered that the Houfe do cefolve into a committee on the 7th
of Febrnary to take the {ame into confideration.

Ordered that the Speaker do iffue his writ for elefting a Buar-
gefs for Newry, : the room of the Right Hon. Ifaac Corry who
has accepted the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and ano-
ther for Galway in the room of St. G. Daly, Efq. who has ac-
cepted the office of Prime Serjeant; alfo for Mullingar in the
room of Mr. Hardy, who has accepted the Efcheatorfhip of
Muniter ; and alfo for Mr. Luke Fox. who has accepted the Ef-
cheatorfhip of Ulfter.—The Houfe adjourned to Thurfday, Ve

pruary the 7th.

.
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