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PR E FUAQUE

BY THE EDITOR.

WITH much difficulty T have prevaileds
upon the Author of thefe pages (who is a
very eminent Lawyer) to give me his
manufcript and allow me to publifh it.—
He had determined to throw it 1nto the
fire, not from any fear that it would be
thought very. inferior in {iile or matter to
feveral publications againit the meafure
by the Gentlemen of the Learned Body of
which he is fo great an ornament, but to
ufe his own words < becaufe he was afraid
he was offering his goods for fale the day
after the Fair.’—But when I mentioned to
him with what avidity the political pro-
Juctions of his Brother-Barrifters had been
bought up, and what deference had been
paid to their opinions, and hinted, befides,
that in ‘the prefent ftate of the public
mind it could not poffibly do any harm,
and ight do fome good, he gave me his

Work.—
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work.—I urged him indeed very firongly
to prefix his name to it, affuring him, that
the Bar would think it zery Singular if he
did not ; this however he would not hear
of, and I felt myfelf fo well {atisfied at
being allowed to fend it to the Prefs upon
any ferms, that Idid not urge him any
further, and if T am not very much mift
taken, I fhall receive the kearty thanks of
every determined Anti-Unionift for be.
coming

"THE EDITOR.
Dublin, Nov. the 142k, 174 99,
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NO FLINCHING,

&c. &e. &ec.

IT will certainly be thought not a little prefump- ;
tuous in me to attempt to dilcufs the great meafure
of an Incorporate Union, after the very ab/e and
eminent men of my profeflion who have already
obliged the good people of this Kingdom with
their thoughts upon that momentous Queftion.
I certainly fhould not obtrude myfelf upon the
Public at prefent, (warranted as I might be by
the example of the learned body to which I be-
long) were I not thoroughly convinced, that the
labours of my Anti-Unionift Brethren have not pro-
duced thofe Zafting impreflions, which were natural-
ly to beexpected from fuch able and well-written
publications, and did I not befides perceive, with
infinite_concern, that the Horror of the Union,

A : The
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The * KOINONIAPHOBIA with which {o marg”
were once affected, has confiderably abated during
the laft very wet Summer; fhould it be fufs
fered eiitirely to decline, al/ “will be loflywand
notwithftanding the oppofition which, has"been
made, The Union will be carried, (1 fhudder
at the thought) with the approbation and con-
fent of all the thinking and loyal men of this
Kingdom. |

I lament, very much, that I fhould be com-
pelled through principle todtep*forward and op-
pofe this terrifying meafure, whilft fo many gen-
tlemen of our party, who are much more equal
to the Tafk hang back ; “But when a very /-
fecured houle is befet-by a bold and determined
band, it is then no time for the family within to
debate, which is the, fittet perfon to run to the
window and a@larm the neighbourhood.

Confidering 1t thcrcfore of the utmoff necef-
fity to give a fillip to the declining enthufiafm

* This, although a new complaint in Ireland, raged
laft winter and fpring in this metropolis, with as much
violence as ¢ver the Yellow Fever did in the Weft Indies.
—QOur medical people know very little of the mode of
treating it, nay, have not ever a proper name for the ma-
lady.—~They muft feel infinitely obliged to me for finding
a fingle term to exprefs it, which I have compofed of two
Greek words Kowonz, Union, and ¢sBopas, to be frightened
eut of one’s wits.
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of my good friends the Anti-Unionifls, and aboye
all, to roufe the *¢ noify Legions of the Bar,”
to whom the country is aiready fo highly 1n-
debted, 1 haye refolved upon the moft mature
deliberation, to fit down and recapitulate for the
information of my countrymen, the feveral very
Jolid objeftions which have been offered, and
to refre/h their memories with the Unanfwerable
arguments which haye been fo ably urged againft
the meafure of an Union, principally by the
gentlemen of the Profeffion to wiich T.have the
honour to belong. - So vafious are the arguments
upon eur fidg of this Queftion, ‘that I am at a
lofs which to fele& firft, I fhall therefore {tate
them as they offer themlfelyes to my recolleciyon
without any methodical arrangement: And al-
though fome of them may have heen refuted by
our antagonifts, yet, I have too good an opinion
of thofe who are.on my fide to entertain a doubt,
that they will continge to urge them in conver-
fation and all private companies with as much
wehemenge as ever, for L truft they think with me,
that it 15 as difhonoqrﬁblc to g ve up an argument
becaufe it has been refuted, as to defert an_ old
friend in diftrefs. '

”~

I repeat then with earneft warmth, a quef-
tion which our party has offer afked, © What
{ecurity can we have that the articles of the
projected Union will be inviolably kept? Did

A2 not
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- not England break through her compat™ with
Scotland ?  Was not the nnlt tax an. infringe-
ment :"—This is a moft rriumphant asgument !
Thefe are puzzling queries to the generality of ar-
guers whom one meets with in private focietics,
and therefore, T. would recommend it to every
enemy of this meafure to have them at his
fingers ends. Not every liftener to converfations
and debates upon' the Union '1s 'a ‘good hiftorian,
But if unluckily, any gentleman who had read and
remembered Burnet fhould quote him as an autho-
rity, and infift, * that as the Treaty between the
two Kingdoms ftipulated, that no duty fhould be
laid upon malt during the war,”. it certainly implied
thit a tax might be laid upon that article as foon
as hoflilities ceafed between England and France
—and that even the moft violent of the Scots
admitted, that “the Peace was as good as made,
and was every day expefted”—affert in anfiwer to
him with all the vehemence in your power, that
the duty was laid on before the peace was fpned
or proclaimed, which was an infringement of the
letter “of the at, (the lefs you fay about the
fpirit of it the better: — After this, to.ufe the
language” of our good friends the French, can
we ever truft the perfidious Englith? And altho’
I know very well, that nearly a century has
_elapled, and no other inftance of violation of
the terms has occurred, what does that ﬁonxfy
to a good and warm arguer? one example is as
good



(05 7) | x

good as a thoufand; and from it a candid and well-
founded conclufion may be fairly drawn, that thefe
political zealots the knghth, will never keep faith
with Trith Flereticks !

Another ftrong 'vantage ground upon which
we ftand is,  that Imperial Ireland will become
an humble, dependant Colony.” Is there a frue
Irifkman whofe mind does not revolt againft a
ftate of fuch humiliation ? The advecates for this
imieafure will dare to tell us “our wgountry Is
torn by religious factions, that Confpiracy and
Rebellion have {talked through our land with gi-
gantic ftrides, whilft our ficlds have been moif+
tened by the blood of our countrymen, and the
darknefs of the night illamiced by the blaze of
gentlemen’s houles, _towns, villages and cottages
on fire: That the Peafants of our country, led
affray by religious enthufiafm, perpetrate sour-
der and call it ‘egar ; that had it not been for
the affiftance which we received from that very
Nation with which we now refufe to umite,
and ftand or fall by her fortuncs, * fome of the

* Were we to’remember the defeat of Bompart’s {qua-
dron off Tory Ifland by an Englith fleet, the afliftance
which we derived during the rebellion from the Scots
and Englifh Fencibles, and the gallant offers of fervice
(fome of which have been accepted) from the Britith
Militia, we might be accufed of departing from the irue
old Proverb, that * eaten bread is foon forgotten.”

loudeft
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loudeft declaimers againft the meafure of Union
would not be confcious of what is at prefent
paffing behind this fide-feene on the great thea-
tre of Europe; and above all, that this. ill-fated
country has hitherto been ¢« a back door. to-the |
intrigues of France, * and that an Union alone
can fhut this paffage and fecure our fafety.”—
Anfwer thefe vifionary declaimers in the language
which Milton puts into the mouth of the great
enemy of mankind; ¢ Better to reignin hell, than
Jerve in heav’n.” ~

Let them tell you in 'vain, % Scotland has
ceafed to be a turbulent, “weak and divided
Kingdom, and is now a part of the greate(t em-
pire in the world; that at this day ‘fhe 1s emi-
nent in men of lettess, and flourifhing in arts,
her once reftlefs Clans now fighting the com.
mon caufe of the two nations, inftead of cut-
ting each others throats, that fhe enjoys her re-
ligion undifturbed; and that her fons are filling
the higheft civil, naval and military employments
in the ftate.” “Reply,—that to counterbalance
thefe advantages, Scotland has ceafed to be an
Imperial Kingdom, that fhe has not any longer
a {eparate intereft, no feparate ParrramenT, no
ftage for needy but enterprizing political adven-
turers to exhibit upon. Afk him alfo, with a
look. confcious of the triumph of your argument,

* Burnet,
can
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¢an the peace of the Country or any commereial
advantages which we may gain, compenfate us

for the Lofs of the * TRADE OF PArRLIA-
mext?2 ! !

It may be expefted, that as a Lawyer I fhould
fay fomething of the incompetence of our Par-
liament to enact this meafure ;—I cannot, there-
fore, however 1 may wifh it, pals over this part
of my fubject.—Certainly, this is not the ftrong-
eft ground upon which .we ftand, as there are
to be fure {fome authorities againft us; yet, even
in a hopelefs caufe, a warm advocate will find
fomething to offer upon the other fide of a
queftion.—I need not be told, that Sir Edward
Coke, (an obfolete author, who lived 1 the
reign of Henry VIIL at a time when the efta-
blithed religion and fucceffion to the crown was
altered) has afferted, ¢ that the power and ju-
Fifdi®tion of Parliament is fo abfolute and trani-
cendent as not to'be confined within any bounds,”
and that a modernvof the name of Blackftone,
(who was never_yet'fet up as an authority) ta/k-
ing of the Parliament, fays, ¢ that it hath fover-
cign and wneeitroulable authority, and that the

% This is a much more lucrative branch of bufinefs than
the fugar or provifion trade: nearly SIXTY Gentlemen of
the Law are at prefent domg very well in this line, many of
whom (upon the pafling of the A& of Union) muft be de-
clared Bankrupts. — Quis talia fando temperet @ lacrymis 2

conftitution
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conflitution hath entrufted it with abfo/ute and

defpotic power,” and lays down other fuch max=s,

ims, which will never go down in thele’ enligh-
2ened times : In {pite then of fuch authoritiesyul
anfwer without any diffidence or embarrafiment,
that I care not a drop of Ink for thefe opinions,
as the do@rine of reprefentative legiflation 1s much
better underftood az prefent. than in the times of
Sir Edward Coke or Mr. Blackftone, though he
did publifi his book after the Scots-Union tuok
place! Befides, an ingenious Foreigner, Mr.
De Lolme, who wrote upon the Englith confti-
tution, has declared with fome" pleafantry, ¢ that
Parliament can do every thing, b## make a man
a woman, and a woman a man,” which, I infift
upon, 1s a proof that sts powers are limited! and
furtker, I contend, that ¢ an Eletor delegates his
authority to his reprefentative for a limited time,
and that he (the reprelent.tive) has no right to
give it away for ever;” but even fhould not s
argwment {atisfy, it is fome advantage in converfa-
tion that eveiy one has not a ready anfwer to it.—
But after all, I recommend it as ‘the forteff and
moft prudent way to deny point blank the com-
petence of Parliament to enat an Union; and
though an Unionift-arguer may overwhelm you
with authotities on his fide, is that any reafon that
‘you fhould give up your opinion ?

* He that’s convinc’d againft his will,
“ Is of the fame opinion ftill.”——

Having

&
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- meg pafled 1n ﬁfety over thIS furface, which
1 confefs, I was afraid would like one of our ewn
bogs have funk under me, with pleafure I feel
myfelf once again upon firm_ground.—Our argu-
_tnents drawn from the encreafe of Abfentees are
certainly moft powerful and convincing.—Who
can deny, that after the Union, at leaft thirty
Lords and one hundred Commoners muft {pend
their winters in London? What an amazing fum
of money will be thereby loft to this countryi
Let no one pretend to tell me that moft of
‘thefe noble perfonages at prefent, ufually {pend
their fummers, with their families at fome wa-
tering place in England ; and that the Union will
only make a difference in the Zme not the length
of their abode in that country; that as contefts
for featsin Parliament will be warmer than ever,
it will be neceffary for them by an occafional refi-
dence to keep up their intereft in their feveral
counties ;: That the tax upon Income muft remind
“our Abfentees (fhould they be inclined to forget
their duty and intereft) to return to their homes,
and cultivate the good opinion of theit conftitu-
ents; and when religious fattions and ftruggles

for afcendendy are at an end, and the country en-

joys the bleffings of peace and fecurity, then, and
not till then, Englith capital, fkill and induftry,

will emigrate to this Kingdom, and make ample

amends for the temporary lofs of a few members

of ‘Parliament. You will be told alfo, * that

B Rebellion,



Rebellion has driven from every county Hordes of
Abfentees to England, who will never leave that

fecure and happy land, whilft the prefent order

of things lafis 5 and that the total amount of what
they are now {pending in England is greater than
the incomes of the members of our-two houfes of
Parliament put together.” Let thefe, and a thou-
fand other argnments be offered to prove that thefe
~ apprehenfions from: the increafe of Abfentees are
oviri'ng to an heated imagination, "let no Ante-
Unionift ‘who is warm in the caufe, ever yield
this point: This is our. ftrong Fortrefs which
we muft defend ‘to the Taft: This is the moft
popular fubjeft of our various Manifeftoes. The
Tocfin of our oppofition, the Telegraph by which
we have communicated our fentiments of repug-
nance to the meafure to the fartheft part of the
Kingdom, ‘

ABSENYEES!!

“This my friends, is the counter-fign .of our
diminifhing hoft—and let our advanced guard, the
members of the oppofition, difappointed and def-
perate Politicians, Phyficians without practice,
Coffee-houfe State{men, fréquenters of the Li-
‘brariés "and Reading-rooms in the metropolis,
Untited Irithmen, 'Orators of finall Circles in the:
Four Courts, Members of the Irifh Dire&ory,
as they value their intereft and fafety, pafs'it from:
ene to another,

-

1k now



I know not how to exprefs the terror with
which the profpect of abfenteifm fills my mind :
I have thought again and again upon the {fubject,
and am more and more convinced of its erimi-
nality and terrible effelts. 1 have indeed been
told by a friend that I pufh my 1deas rather too
far upon the fubject ; If, (as I have often argued)
it is criminal and impolitick to fpend ones n-
come out of the Country from which it s derived,
is it not equally fo to lay it out in the metropolis,
at a diftance from the eftate itfe]f ? and. further

ought it not to be {pent upon the very {pot from

whence it arifes? In fhort fhould not every
patriotic country gentleman live at his manfion
and keep up the good old hafpitality of his
forefathers, give his meat and deink frecly to all
his netghbours, and zever fir. from his demefne
uatil he is completely caten out of houfe and
home ?

I come next to. confider, or more properly
{peaking, to reiterate the objection < that the
Britith Minifter has projected the Union with the
fole view of having it in his power to quadruple
our Taxes, and that immediately upon its pal-
fing, the people of this Zappy country will be bur-
thened like the wnfortunate Englifh.” Under the
adminiftration of fuch a furt-fighted and foolifk
ftatefman as Mr. Pitt, this is a moft alarming
confideration. At prefent, heaven be praifed!

B 2 M |
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We have the prote&tion of the Britith-navy without
contributing one fhilling to its expence, and whilft
their proud veflels are riding out the ftorms of
winter before the harbour of Breft, to prevent the
French from paying their compliments to us,
we are {leeping very foundly in our beds—and
although the brave and hardy feamen who navi-
gate them, confume the furplus of our provifions,
for which we receive an higher price than any
other market could afford us, whcrc I would be
glad to know is the obligation ? their failors muft
eat, and {hould the Englifh refufe to continue the
prowﬁon trade with us, let them fend to Ruffia
for vicuals for the fleet, they may certainly get
them cheaper than we ¢can poffibly afford them,
but in the prefent ftate of Europe we know how das-
gerous 1t would be for England to cultivate a
clofer conneltion with that power: in a word fhe
1s compelled - by neceflity to take from this coun-
try the neceffary fupplies for her fleets; at prefent
(provided we fhould enter into a combination
to eat three times as much ammal food as we do
now) we may refufe to fupply them whenever
we think proper; but when once the Union
putsus in her power, we fhall lie at her mercy:
Then we fhall be overwhelmed with taxes upon
taxes, not laid on gradually, but at ence; The
great Financier of England is too raft and kafly
to wait the flow operations of Time and lay on
burdens as our commerce extends and in pro-

portion
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portion as we are able to bear them; we know
him too well to hope for fuch prudence and have
only to expect that like the foolith old houlfe-
wife in the fable, he will kill the pullet to get at
once all the golden Eggs.

The next argument which our opponents offer
conveys a moft infulting infinuation of our want
of courage; ‘they tell us “an Union will put
an end to the civil and religious contefts be-
tween the Proteftants and Catholicks, and that
the latter who are the majority of the people,
will never reft fatisfied without fuch a fhare
of Political power, as under the prefent fyf-
tem it would be impoffible to grant to them
with any fafety to the eftablifhed religion”—Ts
there | afk a zealous, red-hot Proteftant who will
hefitate to declare (notwithftanding the horrors
of the late rebellion,) that he is ready and willing
to fight it over again? What | {hall we be afraid
of them becaufe we have foundly beaten them ?
can the tranquility or profperity of the country
give us any (atisfaction, if we muft be obliged to
(bare it with thofe, who fome few months ago
_would with pleafure have cut our throats? No,
let us rather come to blows again, after what has

happened we never capm, We mnever will be
{riends.

¢« Then
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“ Then let this land no longer be 3 ftage™

“ To feed contention in a lingering aél,”’

“ But let one fpirit of the firft-born Cain”

“ Reign in all bofoms ;, that each heart. being fot"
“ On bloody courfes, the rude fcene may end,”

“ And Darknefs be the burier of the dead |”

If I have been betrayed into an unufual warmth
~ the fubject will T hope plead my excufe.—Let no
moderate Catholic pretend to tell me * that he
acknowledges the Crimgs of the multitude of
his profeffion have been very great, and that no
exculfe can be offered for the horrible ¢ruelties
they have committed, which affix an indelible
ftain upon the members of his religion ; but,
that in the nature of uncivilized and femi-barba.
rous man, 1n his avarce for power and in the
blood-ftained page of religious Fanaticifin the
¢anfe though not the juflification may be found+
to prevent & repetition of thefe calamities
(which he fincerely deplores) he conceives an
Union the only meafure; that his country to
which he is bound by as flrong ties as his fellow-
citizens of a different religion, can never flourifh
In peace and wealth, whilft mutual Jealoufy and
diftruft nip the opening blofloms of her profperity ;
and that he would afk any candid and difpafiion-
ate proteftant ; whether he would not if cireum-
ftanced as the Catholick is at this day, look for-
ward with pleafure to a change, from which he
hopes to derive future advantages? Befides he begs

- leave .
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feave toafk whether, in the perfent ftate of the world;
when chriftiahity is . openly affatled upon every
fide, it would not be prudent in its profeffors to
make a common caufe, forget all diftinctive appel-
fations and remember, that they are chriftians and
frisnds to kingly government oppofed to Atheifts
and Republicans ?

Another equally wezk argument has been drawn
in favour of ‘this meafure from the prefent poli-
tical ‘ftate of Furope, viz. * that it has: become
neceffary to ftrengthen the empire and make it
as compa& as pofiible ‘to Tefift the ‘formidable
power of the French Republic”—T anfwer the
Interefts of ‘England are ‘nothing to us that the
is ‘not neceffary to our well-being and that we
ate perfeltly equal to ourown protection; and 1
am fure no sEPARATIST in the kingdom will
contradit ‘me in this affertion. Befides' I contend
the ‘numerous ports'and havens with which na-
ture has indented every part of dur Coaft, (hew
that we were intended to be a grest and z'ndeperz-
dent naval power; and were our parliament im-
miediately to begin to encourage the plantationof
‘trees, ‘and enaCtra law ‘to prevent our peafantry
from cutting them down to make -pike-handles,
we fhodld. then in about an hundred and fifty
‘years have timber enough to ‘build' fhips -of -wary
and by ‘that time our great-great-grand-children
“may d‘xfto*ver mines of Iron (though we have not

beeen
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been able to find any as yet,) now under all thefe
promifing circumftances to ufe an expreffion of very
high 1uthority ¢ the greateft favour which Englands
can do 1s to let us alone.”

Why then is it continually caft into our teeth
that without the foftering aid of England we muft
fink into poverty, dlfcord and infignificance, and
become a prey to any power whieh will be at the
trouble of taking charge of us? why is the lofs
of the provifion-trade hinted to us? and why are
we told that we are indebted to England for every
glafs of fmall-beer we put to our lips? a Gentle-
man who knows the refources of Ireland better
than any other man in the Kingdom, affires us
that it is entirely owing to our own folly and lazi-
nefs that we fend to England for Hops, which
will thrive very well in this country, and furely
after the fine growing fummer, which we have had,
no man who knows any thing of the nature of this
plant can doubt the faéi.

We have been told (and it has been repeated
more than once leaft we fhould forget it) < that the
Englith market for our Linens (which conftitute
the wealth of the moft flourithing part of our king-
dom) is fecured to us by a duty of thirty-odd per
cent upon foreign Linens and were this to
be taken off, the Germans &c. could fell the
. Englifh fhirts and theeting, &c. at {o much lower

a price



a price than we-could poffibly afford them fof,
that the immenfe quantities which we fend every
year to Chefter and other places, would be returned
upon our hands” and what then? how many expe-
dients might be found out (if we were put to our
wits end) to counterbalance this inconvenience.—
The Dutch ufed formerly to bring home ‘great
quantities of fpice from the Eaft-Indies and in
order to keep up the price made annually a very
fragrant-fimelling fire of two thirds of it, and the
remainder they fent to market on their own
terms—and might not the Truftees of our linen
manufacure be empowered to take an exact ac-
count of the precife quantity neceffary for #kis
Kingdom, fix a price upon this part equal to that
which the whole quantity now brings in, and def-
troy the remainder? ! !t The manufacturers
would have the fame profit as ever, and though
their cuftomers might grumble, what could they
do? they muft either buy or go without fhirts,
&c. &c.

The Unionifts infift, ¢ that when this meafure
has paffed and the country becomes tranquil,
Englith manufaéturers with large capitals invited
by the happy fituation of this Kingdom for trade,
will come over and fettle amongft us” now let me
atk, is it probable that an Englifh trader who now

pays one tenth of his income in a lump befides
" his other taxes will ever live in a country in which

’ C he
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he will not be called upon for above fix-pence in
the pound towards the maintenance of the ftate ?
" Thefe people are too much attached to o/d habits
ever to give them up ! befides a Gentleman who
knows mere of the matter than any body elfe has
affred us, that of the numerous and extenfive
branches of manufaltures now carrying on in
England, there are but fowr worth following (of
courfe the filly people who are employed in any other
but thefe, are throwing away their time and la-
bour,) and that of thefe four, which ave (if I
remember right) the woollen, cotton, iron, and
pottery, not ¢ne can be carried on with any chance
of fuccefs in Ireland : For although we have to be
fure a little wool, and * pottery-clay has been found

& Thefe Englife are a ftrange fort of people! They have
aCtually eftablithed their great Potteries in a county (Staf-
fordfhire) which does not produce any of the principal ma-
terials for that manufadture! The earth of which their
ware is made, is brought from Devon, Cornwall, &c. and
fome from this country : Flints a very neceflary engredient,
are imported from the North of S'eland. Luckily, indeed
for them, the common clay of part of Staffordfhire is of
a binding quality, and of this, they make their moulds,
called by them SacGarns, (properly fafe-guards) in which
they enclofe the ware to prevent the heat of the fire reach-
ing it too fuddenly.—Now, I take it for granted, for the
fake of my argument, that neither this kind of clay, or
any fubflitute for it, is to be found in any part of this ex-
tenfive Iland.— Ergo, " We can never have Potteries in Ire-
ad~Q. E. D, I'!!

in



in many parts of this kingdom, and although we
can impert iron, and labour and provifions are
cheap and taxes low, what fignify all fuck advan-
tages? The Speaker has told us, * that thele ma-
nutadtures can only exift in coa/ countries,’—and
althoush I may be afked, how it comes to pafs
(if this affertion be true) that thefe manufactures’
do not flourith at White-haven and Newcaftle ?
I anfiver, that I cannot tell, but am fure the
Speaker * mifi be right of courfe the want.of 4 fuel
in this country is an eternal bar to their {uccefs ;
and as for the great plenty of Turfn Ireland, (as
it has never yet'been made a {fubftitute for coal)
it is of no ufe but to tantalize, and put us in mind
of an irremediable impediment.

We have been told a great deal of the enor-
mous ballance in favour of this country upon her
trade with England. The Right Honourable Mr.
F——r levels this mountain to a mole-hill, and
has proved, that it amounts to the paltry fum of
ninety-five thoufand odd hundred pounds! and
fhall we, through fear of lofing fuch a trifle, fa-

* This Gentleman is beyond a doubt a friend to Ireland;
and all parties muft allow, has been right aize times in ten
during his political life.

+ There are no mines of coal to be found in any part
of this Kingdom !

Ca crifice
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crifice our Independence 2 an_Englith Member has
been much rallied for an expreffion which we may
ufe upon this occafion without any fear of ridicule,
“ Perith our Commerce, but let our ConsrTi.
TUTION live!!!

An anonymous writer (whofe book T have been
juft now reading, and who pretends to derive his
information from the Cuftom-houfe books,) ftates,
“ that the Ballance in our favour is no lefs 2 fum
than TWo MILLIONS ODD THOUSAND POUNDS.”
An amazing difference 't

It is plain, that a great miftake muft lie Jome-
where.~This Writer as well as Mr. F quotes
alfo as his authority * the accounts which Mr.
Irwing the Infpector General of Britith Trade
prefented not very long fince to the Englith Parlia-
ment,” but as the latter Gentleman is fuppofed to
underftand the Trade of Ireland thoroughly, and
to be the beft Arithmetician in the Country, we
muft not dare to attribute the error to kim, but
to this Pamphleteer, who has not thought proper
to give us his name, although from his * Tra&

* Entitled, “ Obfervations upon that part of the Speakers
Speech, which relates to Trade,” printed by Burnfide,

Lower Liffey-ftreet, and worthy the perufal of all red-hot
Anti-Unionifts,

throughout,



throughout, he certainly appears to be no very
contemptible Accountant.

It has been objefted againft the Champion of
our Party, (whom we ought all to defend whenever
we can),  that the opinions which he held in
17835, upon the fubje® of a clofer connection
with England, are diametrically oppofite to thofe
which he has this year delivered uponthe mea-
fure of an Union;” and this has been done with
wonderful triumph, as if we were notall very well
aware, that men fee reafons to_change their fen-
timents upon politicksand religion many times n
their lives, and that if a Gentleman's of a differ-
ent opinion upon any fubject fo-day from what he
was fourteen years ago, it only proves to his ho-
nour that he is wifer now than he was then.*

I muft not forget to addrefs myfelf moft par-
ticularly to my good friends and neighbours the
Citizens of Dublin, who with fo much reafon are
already frightened out' of their wits at this terrifying
meafure ; and although our party is certainly

{trong

* If a man would regifer all his opinions upon Love,
Politicks, Religion, Learning and the like, beginninig from
his youth, and fo go on to old age, what a bundle of incon-~
Giftencies and contradiions would appear at laft ?=—Swift,

4+ If it be obje&ed, that Cooks, Milliners,, Common-
council Men, &c. from their very confined education and
habits of life, cannot poflibly,be competent Judges of a
/ queftion



ftrong in Dublin, yet it may not be amifs to re-
fref: their memories with the many fo/id and wn-
anfwerable arguments which have been fo ably urged
to prove that this meafure muft be certain defiruc-
tion to the metropolis. — Will any body pretend to
deny, that a certain number of Lords and Com-
moners muft {pend part of ‘their time in London
when the Union takes place ? And of courfe, thofe
vaft fums which are now laid out by their wives
and daughters upon cards and dref§, in milliners
and haberdathers thops, upon Dunftable-hats, In-
dia muflins, French laces, &ec, and by the Gentle-
men themielves at the club<houfes in the evenings,
and at the fruit and ice-thops in the mornings,
upon dogs, curricles, horfes, &c. (to the infinite
benefit and fupport of the numerous manufa@urers
in the Liberty) muft be moft inevitably loft to this
city and gained to the capital of the United King-
doms.—Will not all our Guineas which are now
hid, but which will make their appearance after the
meafure pafles, be carried off in rouleaus to Eng-
fand ? T know the anfwer which the Unionifts have
ready in their mouths for me, < that money does

queftion of fuch difficulty and moment as the Union,—
BE IT REMEMBERED, that a flock of geele faved the
Capital of the Roman Republic ; that it was again pre-
{erved from Catiline’s confpiracy by a woman of the town :
And fome old author {whofe name I forget, mentions an
inftance of a City being faved from furprize by the braying
of Affes!!! :

not
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not conftitute the riches of a country or its me-
tropolis, that if it be a fign of wealth in one {enfe,
it may be an indication of poverty in another,
and that the circulation of gold and filver is no
other way ufeful, than as it promotes the circula-
tion of induftry and labour.” That if plenty of
Cafh made a people rich and great, the Spaniards
mufk certainly be the moft enviable people upon
the face of the earth, and Madrid the moft flou-
rithing capital—Whereas on the contrary the quan-
tity of fpecie which is annually brought to it from -
Peru and Mexico, has banifhed induftry and ma-
nufa@ures, and made that people the moft beg-
oarly and contemptible nation at this day in Eu-
rope. — They will tell you alfo that the common
citizens of Berlin, Vienna, Drefden, &c. cities
which are the refort of the fathionable and gay, are
in as great rags and poverty as our own ; nay, with-
out travelling fo far, they will thew you an exam-
ple nearer home, that the quantity of money {pent
mn a place, expenfive and luxurious living, and the
defirable refidence of people of figure and fafhion,
do not contribute to the fo/id wealth or profperity
of that place. For, although above twenty-thou-
fand ftrangers refort to Bath during the {eafons for
drinking thofe waters, and notwithftanding its fitu-
ation for trade is as happy as any other in England,
yet not one manufature has raifed its infant head
amidft-all thefe encouraging circumftances.—They
will further infift, that when a Parliament was held

at
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at Edinburgh, its citizens were /poor, whilft at this
day they are moft opulent ; that its extent is greater’
and its buildings more elegant than ever, and if wcﬁf
afk how this alteration has been brought to pafs,
we fhall be told, that Edinburgh was very poor
when devoted to pleafure and diffipation, and full’
of People of birth and fathion, (as Dublin thank
heaven is at prefent) but upon their going off to
London, then Edinburgh became the refidence of
rich merchants, extenfive manufacturers, and in-
duftrious mechanicks.—Fine comfort indeed ! and
will any body ferionfly pretend to tell me, that
the happinefs, profperity and increafe of the mer-
cantile part of our Citizens, can be put into com-
petition with the lofs of fome part of our nobility
and gentry, during even a few months of the year.
For my part, T am determined never to fuffer my-
{elf to be perfuaded that it will not be the ruin
of Dublin.—Indeed, Limerick, Cork, Belfaft,
Waterford, Galway, &c. &c. as they have never
been honoured by their refidence, will not feel
their lofs, and will continue to thrive, but Dub-
lin, the handf¢meft City of its fize in Europe
muft be deffroyed. — And let no body make me
lofe all patience by telling me that “ the Court
of the Lord Lieutenant, the numerous follow-
ers of our public tiibunals, the refidence of the
military and ftudents at the univerfity, and above
all, the extenfion of cur commerce, and the profpe-
rity of all thofe cities muft influence, and fupport
the -



the capital ¢ That all' commercial bills, &c. will
be drawn upon Dublin, which muft ever be the
center of exchange between the two countries,
and that the metropolis of a kingdom is like the
heart of an healthy human body #hrough whick
the current of profperity muft flow to the extre-
mities of the Ifland and back again.” In {pite
of all that has been or can be urged in favour of
the Union, I never will change my opinion, and
fhould T live to fee its beneficial effe€t upon this
country, I will doubt the evidence of my own
fenfes, nay, an Angel from Heaven thall not con-
vince me, as I am determined never to relinquith
my oppofition to the meafure, but with my

life.*

I am provoked beyond all patience, when I
tefle& upon the thoughtleflne(s and apathy of
my worthy fellow-citizens, who with a// this mafs
of ruin ftaring them in the face, and ready to
tumble upon their heads, are going on exadtly as
if they expetted that things were always to remain
upon their prefent excellent footing—at this moment
(it isalmoft incredible ) new partnerthips are forming,
new (hops opened, and new buildings carrying on,
with a fpirit and to an extent never f{urpafled
under our moft promifing circumftances—A Builder

* T am indebted for the whole of this fue period to fe- -
veral violent and argumentative Ant-Unionifts of my ac-
gainmc.'

D (whe
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(who is one of the moft eminent in his trade) has.
affured me, that he has paid within this week

fifty-four fhillings a thoufand for fuck-bricks, fuek
as three months back he bought for thirty-¢ight,
and that he could not now get in Dublin an hup-

dred of feafoned twelve-feet, three-inch thick

planks, under thirty-fix pounds fterlings, for which
he never before. in his life gave more than fixteen.
or twenty pounds—Such is the demand for thefe
articles at this prefent time! Such theugiticls in-
difference and want of apprelienfion can 1 believe
only be equalled by the Citizens, of Paris, who I
am told were dancing and finging and as merry as
ever, at the very time that thesGuillontine was at
work from morning till night ! Let no one {o far
infult owr underflandings as to Infift, that thefe are
proofs that our citizens fee in the projeéted
Union, the fources of future wealth, Tue Ix=
CREASE, NOT THE DECAY OF THEIR CIT¥.—
Alas! alas! what are thefe but the fatal {yump-
toms of approaching diffolution, the laft convul-
- five ftruggles of an expiring metropolis? !!!

I have heard it atked by our enemies the Uni-
onifts, how We, the defcendants of Englifh fet-
tlers, who are now in pofleflion of the greater
part_of the lands of this kingdom, won from the
original proprictors by conqueft or obtained by
grants, &c. &c. propofe maintaining ourfelves in
ihe enjoyment of them without the {trong arm of

England ?
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England ?  We have been allo reminded, that fhe
may think proper to leave us to ourfelves, or
(thould it come to a ftruggle) efpoufe the intereft
of that party which proves ftrongeft and beft able
to fupport her influence in this country. We
have been defired alfo to recollect, “that at this
moment, we have on’ one fide the great mafs of

the people ready to fall upon us, and deprive us
of what they confider ufurped property, and on

the other, the French, anxious to ftep 'in and -

tear away the bone from the contending maftives
" Our anfwer to this is fpirited and fhort; at pre-
fent we difregard all other enemies but the Union,
when we have conquered this, it will be time
“enough to look about and {ee what other work is
next on our hands ; and befides, we defire them
to underftand, that all confiderations of prudence
or regard to future times and events are beneath

the confideration of ‘the red-hot and hearty Anti-
Unionifts !

If T have gone fo far in my work, without
addreffing myfelf in a particular manner to the
members of my own profeilion, I affure them it
is not from any negle&, or forgetfulnefs of the
' Vintere{"rc's:o;f the learned body to which I have the
honour tebelong, but from a conviction, that in
the great army of the Anti-unionifts, they are
the-troops moft certainly to be depended on 5 too
many of them are well aware of the effects which
- D2 this
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this meafure will have upon their particular inte-
refts, to want incentives or exhortations to ani-. .
mate their zeal, Oh! altered Profeffion ! liow
thort-fighted were thofe parents who have chofen
thee for their fons! The forbidding obftacles
which once ftopped thy high road to eminence,
had been juft removed; twenty years of {tudy
had ceafed to be neceflary for the attainment of
thy dark myfteries! Fifteen hundred or two thou-
fand pounds at command (the price of a Seat in
the Legiflature) a moderate ftock of affurance,
and an excellent cafe of duelling piftols gave the
lucky pofleflor a fair chance of attaining the higheft
offices i thy gift ! Oh! altered Profeffion ! thy fhort
cuts and bye-paths in one fatal moment will be
blocked up ; no man of fpirit will hereafter devote
his life to thy purfuit | The prefent ftudious and
laborious practitioners of .thy hall, who pore over
the black-letter pages, of .thy volumes, note-takers,
the firft to enter thy'dome in the morning, and
the laft to leaveit, will toil their way to thy foft
cuthions, and fit.as Judges in thy Courts.*

Having moft feelingly apoftrophized my Profef-
fion, I muft next with earneft zeal defend its fol-
lowers from thefe imputations which have been fo
wyuftly thrown out againft them.—#” have been

* What a melancholy profpe& to men of real Legal
Knowledge, who at prefent have neither friends, 1ntereft,
o mencyy to pufh them forward ! :

accufled
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accufed my Brethren « of connetting ourfelves in.

our oppofition to this meafure with men, to whom
formerly we were athamed to return the common
falutes of good-breeding ;” But are we fingular in.
this refpect? Do not Politicians often employ
infiruments to carry a favourite point, which
when gained, they immediately throw afide ? and
may not men though Bankrupts in name and cha-
ra&er in private life, be very honeft and ufeful
Public-men? But further, we have been charged
‘with ¢ raifing by our manifeftoes and refolutions
the uproar of oppofition to this meafure through-
out the kingdom, which but for our exertions had
never been heard ; and that we reft it, not from
public-motives, but the private and {elfith confi-
deration of the lofs of that Parliamentary Influ-
ence which we at prefent poffefs; and which fuch
numbers of our body hope one day zo furn fo
account.* But the heavieft charge againft us is,
By “ that

+ An author of fome antiquity was not exaltly of this
opinion —
Oudi yap & 1o momgoo, ove av wdle yevoile Snpogia yenrod.

Aifchines.

* The Chicfs and other Judges are I admit ftrong friends
to this meafure, bt have we any reafon on that account
to give up our-opinion upon a queftion, which we are full

as good judges of 2 The caution and experience of age can

never be put into competition with the fire and fancy of
| younger

REEE b T BE P ol .
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« that we formed ourfelves into a Convention-
Parliament with a view of pronouncing a final
decifion upon a queftion, which the Legiflature of
the country was alone competent to a.t::t:f:piL or
I'GJC& —1In anfwer to this, 1 maintain if, that we
had a1ight todefend our own /uzereffs byevery means
in our power, and that with regard to the meeting of
the Profeflion, at which we entered into very ftrong
refolutions againft the mealure, we had a PrEcE-
pexT of very great antiquity for our guide; and
as I conceive it to be a cale wery much in point,
and as the Boox in which I found it, is very fel-
dom to be met with in the Libraries of Gentle-
men of my Profeflion, I'hopefor their indulgence,
if T fhould quote it at fome length—

« After thefe things were ended, Paul purpofed
in the Spirit, when he had pafied through Mace-

donia and Achaia, to go to Jerufalem, faying,
after I have been there, I muft alfo fee Rome.”

younger heads. —Beﬂues, moft of thefe Perfonages are un-
worthy of imitation —The head of the Supreme Court in
this country from the line of conduct which he purfued
upon the famous Regency-queftion, and from the part
which he then took, fo very opzofite to that purfued by the
majority of his friends in Parliament, has proved to us be-
yond a doubt, that he has been always a man very sINGU-
. LAR_in his pelitical line of conduck,

(11 SO



The fame perfevering fi)irit and fimilar motives
now actuate the Britith Minifter in propoﬁng an
Union with this Kingdom ;

¢« §o he fent into Macedonia two of them that
miniftered unto him, Timotheus and Eraftus, but
he himfelf ftayed in Afia for a {eafon.”

« And at the fame time there arofe mo [mall fiir
about that way.”

We all remember the alarm which took place
in our profeflion, upon the firft furmife of the in-
tended meafure.

« For a certain man named * Demetrius a

* T fhould be extremely uncandid, nay more, I fhould
be unjuft, did I not declare that I am thoroughly con-
vinced, there was oNE man (who took the moft leading
part at this meeting) who afed from the pureft and mofk
difinterefted motives, and an honeft convition that the
meafure would injure this country. I would tear this page
into a thoufand pieces before it thould be fuppofed, that I
alluded to him. I need not declare what all the world
knows, that heis no Demetrius. But as I'believe there
are to be found in the profeflion lefs-venerable characters,
whofe oppofition to the Union is neither more nor lefs
difinterefted than the worthy filverfmiths, I am contented
to let the page ftand in its place.

filverfiniths,



filverfmith, which made fhrines for Diana brought
no fmall gain unto the craft{men.”

“ Whom he called together, with the Wwork-
men of the like occupation, and faid, Sirs—ye
know that by this craft we have our wealth.”

“ Moreover, ye fee and hear, that nof alone
at Ephefus, but almoft through all Afia, this
Paul hath perfuaded and turned away much peo-
ple, faying, they be no Gods which are made
with hands.”

“ So that not only this our craft is in danger
to be fet at nought, but alfo, that the Temple of
the great goddefs Diana fhould be difpifed, and
her magnificence deftroyed, whom Afia and the *
world worfhip.”

“ And when they heard thefe fayings, they were
full of wrath, and cried out, faying, great is
Diana of the Ephefians.”

“ And the whole city was filled with confufion,
and having caught Gaius and Ariftarchus men' of
Macedonia; Paul’s companions in  travel, they
rufhed with one accord into the Theatre,”

I' remember running myfelf as well as many
others out of breath from the Four Courts to the *
Exhibitiop-room in William-ftreet !

Some
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“ Seme therefore cried one thing and {fome ano-
ther for the aflembly was confufed, and the more
part knew not wherefore they were come together.”

The firft part of this verfe is not quite as appli-
cable as the others which I have quoted : We
were tolerably unanimous, and confidering  all
things not very riotous—the laft part indeed, to
ufe a very vulgar Phrafe, fits us toa T.

“ And Alexander beckoned with his hand,

and would have made his defence unto the
people.”

“ But when they knew that he was a Jew,
they all with one voice about the fpace of two

hours cried” out, great is Diana of the Ephe-
fians.” ' ‘

There were certainly one or two Alexanders at
our meeting, who withed to be heard ; but when
we found out that they were UNioNisTs, we

foon ftopped their mouths, by roaring Queftion,
queftion, queftion.”

“ And when the Town-clerk had appeafed the
people, &c. &c. Ads of the Apoftles, 19th chap.

Here the cafe becomes no more applicable :
For I muft in juftice declare, that no one Magif-

E trate



e e et v B e 1t - 2l R S I R e i

(g Yool

trate oﬁ'ered to iutervupt our proceedings ; a.nd at
{even o’clock ‘we all went home quietly, and with
excellent appetites for our dinners ! '

After this precedent which 1 have quoted at
fome length, and commented upon with fo much
care and exaltnefs, let no one any longer pre-
fume to accufe us of Novelty in our mode of pro-
ceeding upon this momentous Queftion: /1 hope
I have defended the Anti-Unionifts of my profef-
fion to their and the public * {atisfaétion, and I
truft, my labours will not be- in yaim~—Our party
will learn from thefe pages, how to refift this mea-
fure by arguments, before they have recourfe to
the #ltima ratio; (which fome of them very pro-
perly threaten if forced to) and the Government
will fee the folly of ever propofing it again, in
oppofition to all the rank, the greater part of the
landed and mercantile intereft, and no {mall fhare
of the talents of the kangdom .

* If 1 have compared the oppofition to the Union with
that made by the mwartly filverfmiths to the introduéion of
Chriftianity, I hope for the pardon of all {erious Diviues.
—Certainly many grave and thinking Laymen lock upon
this meafure as the only means of falvation left for this
kingdom. -

+ See the few o/ ure names fubferibed to the Declarafions
in fayour of an Union from Counties, Cities, Towns,
Corporations anud Boroughs, &c, &c¢. !

Friends,
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Friends, Brethren, Citizens, Countrymen, Antie
Unionifts * lend me your ears.” After the glo-
rious uproar which we have raifed, let us not relax
our exertions. Our ina&ivity during the Summer
has abated the ardour of our friends, already vaft
numbers of our troops have gone over to the other
fde.——OuRr CAvsk is in danger! Raife then
again the ftandard of oppofition, let every man
run to his poft, let the parole be given to diftin-
guifh our ranks, and all our Leaders cry, Soldiers,
No FrincuinG. !!!

F ¥ N 1.4
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