
NO F L I N C H I N G
O R  A

P E R S E V E R I N G  O P P O S I T I O N

TO THE

M E A S U R E

OF A N

I N C O R P O R A T E  U N I O N ,,

STRONGLY HECOM M ENDED 

B T AN

E M I N E N T  B A R R I S T E R .

J^audatur ab his, cnlpatur ab Mis.
H O R A C E .

Some praifethe U n i o n ,  and ex*ol the M a n  
W hofe comprehenfive Mind devis'd this Plan 
T o  cruíh fell D i s c o r d  an d  her ruthlefs T rain , 
A nd give a bleeding C o u n try  Peace again ■ ■■ ■■
W hilft others deprecate th e  bold D efign,
A nd Heart and Hand agair.ft the M ealure join ; 
See in the Plan the Source of future Evil,
And fend its G r e a t  C o n t r i v e * to  the Devil.

D U B L I N :

TIUNTKD FOR J .  MILLIK. KN,  32,  G R A F T O N - S T R E I T .

1799*



/ '  'T ■ :

.

. .  *

'



P R E F A C E

b y  t h e  e d i t o r .

W Y t h  much difficulty I have prevailed 
upon the Author of thefe pages (who is a 
very eminent Lawyer) to give me his 
manufcript and allow me to publifh it.—  
H e had determined to throw it into the 
fire, not from any fear that it would be 
thought very inferior in ftile or matter to 
feveral publications againft the meafure 
by the Gentlemen of the Learned Body ot 
which he is fo great an ornament, but to 
ufe his own words « becaufe he was afraid 
he was offering his goods for fale the day 
after the Fair.”—But when 1 mentioned to 
him with what avidity the political pro­
ductions of his Brother-Barrifiers had been 
bought up, and what deference had been 
paid to their opinions, and hinted, beiides, 
that in the prefent ftate oi the public 
mind it could not poffibly do any harm,
and might do Jome good, he gave me his

work.—
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work.—I urged him indeed very ftrongly 
to prefix his name to it, aifuring him, that 
the Bar would think it very fingular i f  he 
did not ; this however he would not hear 
of, and I felt myfelf fo well fatisfied at 
being allowed to fend it to the Prefs upon 
any ferms, that I did not urge him any 
further, and i f  I am not very much mif. 
taken, I ihall receive the hearty thank's o f  
every determined Anti-Unionift for be. 
çoming

t h e  e d i t o r

Dublin, Nov. the 17519,

K O



N O  F L I N C H I N G ,

&c. &c. &c.

It will certainly be thought not a little preiump- 
tuous in me to attempt to dilcufs the great meafure 
of an Incorporate Union, after the very able and 
eminent men of my profeflion who have already 
obliged the good people of this Kingdom with 
their thoughts upon that momentous Queftion. 
I certainly fhould not obtrude myfelf upon the 
Public at prefent, (warranted as I might be by 
the example of the learned body to which I be­
lo n g  were I not thoroughly convinced, that the 
labours of my Anti-UnionifliBiethrenhave not pro­
duced thofe lajling impreffions, which were natural­
ly to be expected from fuch able and well-written 
publications, and did I not befides perceive, with 
infinite concern, that the H orror of the Union,

A T he
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The * K O lN O N IA PH O B IA  with which fo many 
were once affe&ed, has confiderably abated during 
the lait very wet Summer ; ihould it be iliir- 
fered entirely to decline, all w ill be loft, and 
notwithftanding the oppofitiori which has been 
made, The L nion will be carried, (1 Jhulder 
at the thought)  with the approbation and con- 
fent of all the thinking and loyal men of this 
Kingdom.

I lament, very much, that I fhould be com­
pelled through principle to itep forward and op- 
pofe this terrifying meafure, whilib fo many gen­
tlemen of our party, who are much more equal 
to  the Talk hang back ; But when a very ill- 
fecured houfe is befet by a bold and determined 
band, it is then no time for the family within to 
debate, which is the fitted pcrfon to run to the 
window and alarm the neighbourhood,

Confidering it therefore of the utmoS necef- 
fity to give a fillip to the declining enthujiafm

* T his, although a new complaint in Ireland, raged 
laft w inter and fpring in this metropolis, with as much 
violence as ever the Yellow Fever did in the W eft Indies. 
•—O ur medical people know very little of the mode of 
treating it, nay, have not ever a proper name for the ma­
lady.—-They niuft feel infinitely obliged to me for finding 
« (ingle term to exprefs it, which I have compofed of two 
G reek words Koivo^a, U nion, and frPoy.ai, to be frightened 
«Ut o f  o n e ’s wits,

of



of my go id  friends the Anti-Unioniiis, and above 
all, to route the “  noiiy Legions of the Bar,” 
to  whom the country is already ib highly in­
debted, I have refolved upon the m olt mature 
deliberation, to fit down and recapitulate for the 
information of my countrymen, the lèverai very 
[olid objections which have been offered, and 
to refrcjh their memories with the Unanfwerable 
arguments which have been fo a b l y  urged againit 
the meafure of an Union, principally by t. e 
gentlemen of the Profeflion to which I have the 
honour to belong. So vafious are the arguments 
upon our f.de of this Queftion, that 1 am at a 
lofs which to feleft firft, I íhall therefore ftate 
them  as they offer themlclves to my recollect on 
without any methodical arrangement: And al­
though lome of them may have beerj refuted by 
our antagonifts, yet, I have too good an opinion 
of thofe who are on my fide to entertain a doubt, 
that they will continqc to urge them in conver- 
fation and all private companies with as much 
vehemence as ever, for I tru ll they think with me, 
that it is pis difhoncurable to g ve up an argument 
becaufe it has been refuted, as to del'ert an old
friend in diflrefs.

I repeat then with earneft warmth, a CjUel- 
tion which our party has often aiked, \ \  hat 
lecurity can we have that the articles of the 
projected Union will be inviolably kept ? Did

A > not
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« not England break through her compadt with 
Scotland ? Was not the malt-tax an infringe­
ment ?”— This is a moil triumphant argument ! 
Thefe are puzzling queries to the generality of ar- 
guers whom one meets with in private focieties, 
and therefore, I would recommend it to every 
enemy of this meafure to have them at his 
fingers ends. Not every listener to conventions 
and debates upon the Union is a good hiftorian. 
But if unluckily, any gentleman who had read and 
remembered Burnet lhould quote him as an autho­
rity, and infift, “  that as the Treaty between the 
two Kingdoms ftipulated, that no duty Ihould be 
laid upon malt during the war," it certainly implied 
that a tax might be laid upon that article as loon 
as hoftilities ceafed between England and France 
— and that even the moil violent of the Scots 
admitted, that “  the Peace was as good as made, 
and was every day expe&ed”— aflert in anfwer to 
him with all the vehemence in your power, that 
the duty was laid on before the peace was ftgned 
or proclaimed, which was an infringement of the 
letter of the aft, (the lefs you iky about the 
fpirit of it the better —  After this, to ufe the 
language of our good friends the French, can 
we ever truft the perfidious Engliili ? And altho’
I know very well, that nearly a century has 
elapfed, and no other inftance of violation of 
the terms has occurred, what does that fignify 
to a good and warm arguer ? one example is as

good



good as a thouiand, and from it a candid and well- 
founded conclufion may be fairly  drawn, that thefc 
political zealots the Englilh, will never keep faith 
with Irilh Hereticks !

Another ftrong ’vantage ground upon which 
we ftand is, “ that Imperial Ireland will become 
an humble, dependant Colony.” Is there a true 
Irijhman whole mind does not revolt againL a 
ftate of fuch humiliation ? 1  lie advocates for this 
meafure will dare to tell us our countiy is 
torn by religious factions, tnat Conipiracy and 
Rebellion have ftalked through our land with gi­
gantic ftndes, whilft our fields ha\e been moif- 
tened by the blood of out countrymen, and the 
darknefs of the night illumined by the blaze of 
gentlemen’s houfes, towns, villages and cottages 
on fire : T hat the Peafants of our country, led 
aftray by religious enthuliafm, perpetrate mur­
der and call it war ; that had it not been for 
the affiftance which we received from that very 
N ation with which we now refine to unite, 
and ftand or fall by her fortune-, * fome of the

* W ere  we to rem em ber the defeat of Bompart’s fqua- 
dron off T o ry  Iiland by an Engliih fleet, the affiftance 
w hich we derived during the rebellion from the Scots 
and Englilh Fcncibles, and the gallant offers of fervice 
(fome of which have been accepted) from the Britifh 
M ilitia, we m ight be accufed of departing from the true 
old Proverb, tha t “  eaten bread is foon forgotten.”

loudeft
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loudeft declaimers againft the meafure of Union 
would not be confcious of what is at prefent 
paffing behind this fide-fcene on the great thea­
tre of Europe ; and above all, that this ill-fated 
country has hitherto been “  a back door to the 
intrigues of France, * and that an Union alone
can (hut this paffage and fecure our lafety.”__
Anfwer theie vijionary declaimers in the language 
which Milton puts into the mouth of the great 
enemy of mankind, « Better to reign in hell, than 
ferve in heay’n.”

Let them tell you in vain, çc Scotland has 
ceafed to be a turbulent, weak and divided 
Kingdom, and is now a part of the greateft em­
pire in the world ; that at this d a y  fhe is emi­
nent in men of letters, and flourifhing in arts, 
her once reltleis Clans now fighting the com­
mon caufe of the two nations, inflead of cu t­
ting each others throats, that fhe enjoys her re­
ligion undifturbed, and that her fons are filling 
the higheft civil, naval and military employments 
in the flate. Reply,-—.that to counterbalance
thefe advantages, Scotland has ceafed to be an 
Imperial Kingdom, that the has not any longer 
a feparate intereft, no feparate P a r l i a m e n t , no 
ftage for needy but enterprizing political adven­
turers to exhibit upon. Aik him alfo, with a, 
look confcious of the triumph of your argument,

* Burnet.



can the peace of the Country or any commercial 
advantages which we may gain, compenfate us 
for the Lofs of the *  T r a d e  o f  P a r l i a ­

m e n t  ? ! ! !

It may be expe&ed, that as a Lawyer I fhould 
fay fomething of the incompetence of our Par­
liament to enaót this meafure \ I cannot, there­
fore, however I may wiiri it, pafs over this part 
of my fubjeft.— Certainly, this is not the ftrong- 
elt ground upon which we ftand, as there are 
to be lure feme authorities againit us ; yet, even 
in a hopelefs cauie, a warm advocate will find 
fomething to oiler upon the other fice of a. 
qucftion.— I need not be told, that Sir Edward 
Coke, (an obfolele author, who lived in the 
reign ' of Henry V III. at a time when the efta- 
bliihed religion and fucceflion to the crown was 
altered) has ailerted, “  that the power and ju - 
rifditlion of Parliament is fo abfolute and tranf- 
cendent as not to be confined within any bounds, 
and that a modern of the name of Blackftone, 
(who was never^yct fet up as an authority) talk­
ing of the Parliament, fays, “  that it hath fover- 
eign and vruontroulable authority, and that the

* T h is is a m uch more lucrative branch of bufinefs than 
the fugar or provifion trade : nearly S IX T Y  G entlem en o f 
the Law  are at prcfent doing very -well in this line, m any of 
\n hom (upon the palling of the A &  of U nion) muft be de­
clared Bankrupts. — Q*» tali» fando tempcret a lacrymis ?

conftitution

( 7 )
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conftitution hath entrufted it with abfolnte and 
defpotic power,” and lays down other fuch max­
ims, which will never go down in thefe enligh­
tened times : In fpite then of fuch authorities, I 
anfwer without any diffidence or embarraiiment, 
that I care not a drop of Ink for thefe opinions, 
as the doótrine of reprefcntative legiilation is much 
better underilood at prefent than in the times of 
Sir Edward Coke or Mr. Blackftone, though he 
did publi/h his book after the Scots-Union took 
place ! Befides, an ingenious Foreigner, M r. 
«De Lolme, who wrote upon the Englifh confti­
tution, has declared with feme pleaiantry, “ that 
Parliament can do every thing, but make a man 
a woman, and a woman a man,” which, I iniift 
upon, is a proof that its powers are limited I and 
further, I contend, that 46 an Eleftor delegates his 
authority to his reprefentative for a limited time, 
and that he (the reprefent~tive) has no right to 
give it away for ever but even fhould not this 
argument fatisfy, it is feme advantage in converfa- 
tion that cveiy one has nor a ready anfwer to it.— 
But after all, I recommend it as the Jhortefi and 
moft prudent wray to deny point blank the com­
petence of Parliament to enait an Union \ and 
though an Unionift-arguer may overwhelm you 
with authorities on his fide, is that any reafon that 
you fhould give up your opinion ?

rf H e that’s convinc’d againft his will,
“  Is of the fame opinion ftilh”------

Having
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Having pafled in fafety over this furface, which 

1 confefs, I was afraid would like one of our own 
bogs have funk under me, with pleafure I feel 
myfelf once again upon firm  ground .— Our argu­
ments drawn from the encreale of Abfentees are 
certainly m oil powerful and convincing.— W ho 
can deny, that after the U nion, at leaft thirty 
Lords and one hundred Commoners muft fpend 
their winters in London ? "What an amazing fum 
of money will be thereby loft to this country ! 
L et no one pretend to tell me that moft of
thefe noble perfonages at prefent ufually fpend 
their fummers, with their families at fome wa­
tering place in England ; and that the Union will
only make a difference in the time not the length
of their abode in that country; that as contefts 
for feats in Parliament will be warmer than ever, 
it will be neceffary for them by an occafional refi- 
dence to keep up their intereft in their feveral 
counties : T h a t the tax upon Income muft remind 
our Abfentees (ihould they be inclined to forget 
their duty and intereft) to return to  their homes, 
and cultivate the good opinion of theif conftitu- 
ents ; and when religious factions and ftrugglei 
for afcendency are at an end, and the country en­
joys the bleffings of peace and fecurity, then, and 
not till tken, Englifh capital, ikill and induftry, 
will emigrate to this Kingdom, and make ample 
amends for the temporary lofs of a few members 
of Parliament. You will be told alfo, “  that

B Rebeilioa,
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Rebellion has driven from every county Hordes or 
Abfentees to England, who will never leave that 
fecure and happy land, whilft the prefeut order 
of things lafts ; and that the total amount of what 
they are now fpending in England is greater than 
the incomes of the members of our- tw o houfes of 
Parliament put together.” Let thefc, and a thou- 
fand other argnments be offered to prove that thefe 
apprehenfions from the increafe of Abfentees are 
owing to an heated imagination, let no Ante- 
TJnionift who is warm in the caufe, ever yield 
this point : This is our ftrong Fortrefs which
we m ud defend to the laft : This is the moil 
popular fubjeót of our various Manifeitoes. The 
Tocfin of our oppofition, the Telegraph by which 
we have communicated our fentiments of repug­
nance to the meafure to the fartheft part of the  ̂
Kingdom,

A B S E N  T E E S ! ! !

'Thiâ my friends, is the counter-fign o f our 
diminifhing hoil—and let our advanced guards the 
members of the oppofition, difappointed and def- 
perate Politicians, Phyficians without practice, 
Coffee-houfe Statefmen, frequenters of the Li-* 
brariês and Reading-rooms in the metropolis, 
United Irifhmen, Orators of fmall Circles in the 
Four Courts, Members of the Irifh Direftory, 
as they value their intereft and fafety, pafs it from 
Qne to another,

I k. now

[ 10 >
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Í know not how to cxprefs the terror with 
which the profpect of abfenteifm fills my mind :
I have thought again and again upon the fubjeft, 
and am more and more convinced of its ctiffii- 
nality and terrible eílccls. I have indeed been 
told" by a friend that I puíh my ideas rather too 
far upon the futyeft ; If, (as Í have often argued) 
it is criminal and impolitick to tpend ones in­
come out of the Country from which it is dcrhed, 
is it not equally Jo to lay it out in the metropolis, 
at a diftance from the eilate itfejf? and further 
ought it noi to  be fpent upon the very fpot from 
whence it ariles ? In íhort íhould not every 
patriotic country gentleman live at his manfion 
and keep up the good old holpitahly of his 
forefathers, give his meat and drink freely to all 
his neighbours, and never flir  from his dcmefne 
until he is completely eaten out oi houfe and 
home ?

I come next to confider, or more properly 
[peaking, to reiterate the objection “ that t:ie 
British M iniiler has projefted the Union with the 
foie view of having it in his power to quadruple 
our Taxes, and that immediately upon its pai- 
fing, the people of this happy country will be bur- 
tliened like the unfortunate E n g l i j h Under the 
ad mini ft rat ion of luch a Jh ort-fight ed and foolifh 
ftatefman as M r. P itt, this is a moil alarming 
confideration. A t prefent, heaven be pra-led1

B 2 *Ve



W e have the proteólion of the Britifh-navy without 
contributing one (hilling to its expence, and whilft 
their proud veifels are riding out the ftorms of 
winter before the harbour of Breft, to prevent the 
French from paying their compliments to us, 
we are ileeping very foundly in our beds—and 
although the brave and hardy teamen who navi­
gate them, confume the furplus of our provifions, 
for which we receive an higher price than any 
other market could afford us, where I would be 
glad to know is the obligation ? their failors m ud 
eat, and fhould the Englifh refufe to continue the 
provifion trade with us, let them fend to Ruffia 
for victuals for the fleet, they may certainly get 
them cheaper than we can poflibly afford them, 
but in the prefent ftate of Europe we know how dan­
gerous it would be for England to cultivate a 
clofer connection with that power : in a word (he 
is compelled by neceffity to take from this coun­
try the neceflary fupplies for her fleets ; at preient 
(provided we iliould enter into a combination 
to eat three times as much animal food as we do 
now) we may refufe to fupply them whenever 
we think proper ; but when once the Union 
puts us in her power, we fhall lie at her mercy : 
Then we fhall be overwhelmed with taxes upon 
taxes, not laid on gradually, but at once ; The 
great Financier of England is too rajh and hajly 
to wait the flow operations of Time and lay on 
burdens as our commerce extends and in pro­

portion
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portion as we are able to bear them ; we know 
him too well to hope for fuch prudence and have 
only to expect that like the foolith old houfe- 
wife in the fable, he will kill the pullet to get at
once all the golden Eggs.

T he next argument which our opponents offer 
conveys a moft infulting infinuation of our want 
of courage 5 they tell us “ an Union will pu t 
an end to the civil and religious contefts be­
tween the Proteftants and Catholicks, and that 
the latter who are the majority of the people, 
will never reft fatisfied without fuch a (hare 
of Political power, as under the prefent fyf- 
tem it would be impoflible to grant to them 
with any fafety to the eftablifhed religion”— Ts 
there I aflt a zealous, red-hot Proteftant who will 
hefitate to declare (notwithftanding the horrors 
of the late rebellion,) that he is ready and willing 
to fight it over again ? W hat ! ihall we be afraid 
of them becaufe we have foundly beaten them ? 
can the trancpiility or profperity of the country 
give us any fatisfaftion, if we muft be obliged to 
ihare it with thofe, who fome few months ago 
would with pleafure have cut our throats ? N o, 
let us rather come to blows again, after what has 
happened we never can, we never will be

friends.

“  Then
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** Tken let this land no longer be a ít^ge'*
T o feed contention- in a lingering a c t”

“  But let one ipirit of the firit-born Cain”
“ Reign in all bofoms ; that each heart being fet” 
“  On bloody courfes, the rude fcene may end,”
“  And Darkneis be the burier of the dead !”

If  I have been betrayed into an unufual warmth 
the fubjecl will I hope plead my excufe.— Let no 
moderate Catholic pretend to tell me “  th* t he 
acknowledges the crimes of the multitude of 
his profeffion have been very great, and that no 
excufe can be offered for the horrible cruelties 
they have committed, which affix an indelible 
ftain upon the members of his religions but, 
that in the nature of uncivilized and femi-barba- 
ious man, jn his avar.ee for power and in the 
blood-ftained page of religious Fanaticifm the 
canje though not the jvjlification may be found-— 
to prevent a repetition of thefe calamities 
(which he fincerely deplorei) he conceives an 
Union the only meafure j that his country to 
which he is bound by as ftrong ties as his fellow- 
citizens of a different religion, can never flouriih 
in peace and wealth, whilft mutual jealoufy and 
diftruft nip the opening bloffoms of her profperity ; 
and that he would alk any candid and difpaffion- 
ate proteftant ; whether he would not if circum- 
fianced as the Catholick is at this day, look for­
ward with pleafure to a change, from which he 
hopes to derive future advantages ? Belides he begs

leavç
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leave to aik whether, in the perfent ftate of the workf, 
when chriftiahity is openly aflailed upon every 
fide, it would not be prudent in its profeiTors to 
make a common caufe, forget all diftin&ive appel­
lations and remember, that they are chriftians and 
fritnds to kingly government oppofed to Aiheifts 
and Republicans ?

Another equally weak argument has been drawn 
in favour of this meafure from the prefent poli­
tical ftate of 'Europe, viz. “  that it has become 
neceffary to ftrengthen the empire and make it 
as compadt as pofiible to refill the formidable 
power of the French Republic” — I anfwer the 
Interefts of England are nothing to us that fhe 
is not necelfary to our well-being and that we 
are perfeffly equal to our own protection ; and I 
am (ure no s e p a r a t i s t  in the kingdom will 
contradift me in this aíTertion. Befides I contend 
the numerous ports and havens with which na­
ture has indented every part of Our Coaft, fhew 
that we were intended to be a great and indepen­
dent naval power; and were our parliament im­
mediately to begin to encourage the plantation of- 
trees, and enact a law to prevent our peafantry 
from cutting them down to  make pike^handles, 
we ihould then in about an hundred and fifty 
years have timber enough to  build ihips of war, 
and by that time our great-great-grand-children 
may diicover mines of Iron (though we have not

beeen



been able to find any as yet,) now under all thefe 
promifing circumftances to ufe an expreffion of very 
high authority “ the greateil favour which England 
can do is to let us alone.”

W hy then is it continually cail into our teeth 
that without the foftering aid of England we muft 
fink into poverty, difcord and infignificance, and 
become a prey to any power which will be at the 
trouble of taking charge of us? why is the lofs 
of the provifion-trade hinted to us ? and why are 
we told that we are indebted to England for every 
glafs of fmall-beer we put to our lips ? a Gentle­
man- who knows the refources of Ireland better 
than any other man in the Kingdom, djjures us 
that it is entirely owing, to our own folly and lazi- 
nefs that we fend to England for Hops, which 
will thrive very well in this country, and furely 
after the fine growing fumm tr, which we have had, 
no man who knows any thing, of the nature of this 
plant can doubt the fact.

W e have been told (and it has been repeated 
more than once leaji we Jhould forget it) “ that the 
Englifh market for our Linens (which conftitute 
the wealth of the moil flouriihing part of our king­
dom) is fecured to us by a duty of thirty-odd per 
cent upon foreign Linens and were this to 
be taken off, the Germans &c. could fell the 
.Erngliih fhirts and iheeting, &c. at lb much lower

a price
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a price than we could pofliibly afford them foi*, 
tha t the immenfe quantities which we fend every 
year to Chefter and other places, would be returned 
upon our hands' and what then ? how many expe­
dients might be found out (if we were put to our 
wits end) to counterbalance this inconvenience.—  
T he D utch ufed formerly to bring home great 
quantities of fpice from the Eaft-Indies and in 
order to  keep up the price made annually a very 
fragrant-fmelling fire of two thirds of it, and the 
remainder they fent to market on their own 
terms— and might not the Truftees of our linen 
manufacture be empowered to take an exa£t ac­
count of the precife quantity neceffary for this 
Kingdom, fix a price upon this part equal to that 
which the whole quantity now brings in, and dei- 
troy the remainder? ! ! ! T he manufacturers 
would have the fame profit as ever, and though 
their cuftomers might grumble, what could they 
ào ? they muft either buy or go without ihirts,
&c. &c.

T he Unioniils infift, “  that when this meafure 
has paffed and the country becomes tranquil, 
Engliih manufacturers with large capitals invited 
by the happy fituation of this Kingdom for trade, 
will come over and fettle amongft us” now let me 
alk, is it probable that an Engliih trader who now 
pays one tenth of his income in a lump befides 
his other taxes will ever live in a country in which 

/ C he



he will not be called upon for above fix-pence in 
the pound towards the maintenance of the ftate ? 
Thefe people are too much attached to old habits 
ever to give them up \ befides a Gentleman who 
knows more of the matter than any body elfe has 
ajfiu'ed us, that of the numerous and extenfive 
branches of manufactures now carrying on in 
England, there are but four worth following (of 
courfe the filly people who are employed in any other 
bu t thefe, are throwing away their time and la­
bour,) and that of thefe four, which are ^if I 
remember right) the woollen, cotton, iron, and. 
pottery, not one can be carried on with any chance 
of fuccefs in Ireland: For although we have to be 
fure a little wool, and * pottery-clay has beea found

* Thefe Englijb are a ftrange fort of people ! T hey have 
a£luaUy eftabliihed their great Potteries in a county (S taf- 
fordihire) which does not produce any of the principal m a­
terials for that m anufattu re ! T he earth of which their 
w are is made, is brought from D evon, Cornwall, &c. and 
fome from this country : Flints a very neceiTary engredient, 
are imported from the N orth  of ÍT'eland. Luckily, indeed 
fo r them , the common clay of part of StafFordfhire is of 
a  binding quality, and of this, they make their moulds, 
called by them  S a g g a rd s , (properly fafe-guards) in which 
they enclofe the ware to prevent the heat o f the fire reach­
ing it too fuddenly. — Now, I take it for granted, for the 
fake of my argum ent, that neither this kind of clay, or 
any fubftitute for it, is to be found in any part of this ex- 
teniive Iiland.— Ergo, W e can never have Potteiies in Ire- 
laudi-Q^E. D. ! ! !

( i8 ]
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in many parts of this kingdom, and although we 
can import iron, and labour and proVifions are 
cheap and taxes low, what fignify all fuch advan­
tages ? T he Speaker has told us, « that thetc ma­
n u c u r e s  can only exift in coal countries; ' — and 
although I may be aiked, how it comes to pafs 
(if this affertion be truej that thele manufactures 
do  not ilouri.ii at W hke-luven and Newcaftle ?
I anfwer, that I cannot tell, bu t am fure the 
Speaker * muft be ; ight i of courfe the want of f  fuel 
in this c o u n tr y  is an eternal bar to their fucceis, 
and as for the great plenty of iu r f  in Ireland, (as 
it has never yet been made a fubftitute for coal) 
it is of no ule but to tantalize, and put us in mind 
of an irremediable impediment.

W e have been told a great deal of the enoi- 
mous ballance in favour of this country upon her 
trade with England. T he Right Honourable M r.
I?____ r levels this mountain to a mole-hill, and
has proved, that it amounts to the paltry fum of 
ninety-five thoufand odd hundred pounds ! and 
ihall we, through fear of lofing fuch a trifle, fa -

* T h is G entlem an is beyond a doubt a friend to Ireland; 
and all parties muft allow, has been right nine times in ten 
during his political life.

f  T here  are no mines of coal to be found in  any part 

of this K ingdom  !
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erifice our Independence ? an Engliih Member has 
been much rallied for an expreffion which we may 
ufe upon this occafion without any fear of ridicule, 
“  Perifh our Commerce, but let our C o n s t i ­

t u t i o n  live ! ! !

An anonymous writer (whofe book I have been 
juft now reading, and who pretends to derive his 
information from the Cuftom-houfe books,) ftates,

that the Ballance in our favour is no leis a film 
than T W O  M I L L I O N S  ODD t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s .”  

------ An amazing difference ! ! !

It is plain, that a great miftake muft lie Jome-
where.— This W riter as well as M r. F ____ quotes
alfo as his authority “  the accounts which M r. 
Irwing the Infpector General of Britifh Trade 
prefented not very long fince to the Engliih Parlia­
ment, but as the latter Gentleman is fuppofed to 
underftand the Trade o f Ireland thoroughly, and 
to be the beft Arithmetician in the Country, we 
muft not dare to attribute the error to him, but 
to this Pamphleteer, who has not thought proper 
to give us his name, although from his * T ra d

* Entitled, “  Obfervations upon that part o f the Speakers 
Speech, which relates to T rade,” printed by Burnfide, 
Lower Liffey-ftreet, and worthy the perulal o f all red-hot
A nti-U nionifts.

throughout.
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throughout, he certainly appears to be no very 
contemptible Accountant.

It has been objefted againil the Champion of 
our Party, (whom we ought all to  defend whenever 
we can), “ that the opinions which he held in 
1785, upon the fubjeft of a clofer conne&ion 
with England, are diametrically oppofite to thole 
which he has this year delivered upon the mea- 
lure of an Union j” and this has been done with 
w'onderful trium ph, as if we were not all very well 
aware, tha t men fee reafons to change their fen- 
timents upon politicks and religion many times in 
their lives, and that if a Gentleman is of a différ­
ent opinion upon any fubjeft to-day from what he 
was fourteen years ago, it only proves to his ho­
nour that he is wifer now than he wras then,'*

I m ud not forget to addrefs myfelf moil par­
ticularly to my good friends and neighbours the 
Citizens of Dublin, who with fo much reafon aie 
already frightened out o f their wits at this terrifying 
meafure ; and although our party is certainly f

ftrong

* I f  a m an w ould regifter all his opinions upon Love, 
Politicks, Religion, Learning and the like, beginning from 
his youth, and fo go on to old age, w hat a bundle of incon- 
iiftencies and contradictions would appear at laft ?•— Swift*

+ I f  it be objefted, that Cooks, M illiners, Comm on-
council M en, &c. from their very confined education and
habits of life, cannot poffibly^e com petent Judges of a

que ft ion
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ílrong in Dublin, yet it may not be amifs to re- 
frejk  their memories with the many folid and un- 
anfwerable arguments which have been fo ably urged 
to  prove that this meafure muft be certain dejlruc- 
tion to the metropolis. —  W ill any body pretend to 
deny, that a certain number of Lords and Com­
moners m uil fpend part of 'their time in London 
when the Union takes place ? And of courfe, thofe 
vaft fums which are now laid out by their wives 
and daughters upon cards and drefs, in milliners 
and haberdafhers (hops, upon Dunftable-hats, In­
dia muilins, French laces, &c. and by the Gentle­
men themielves at the club~houies in the evenings 
and at the fruit and iee-ihops in the mornings, 
upon dogs, curricles, horfes, &c. (to the infinite 
benefit and fupport of the numerous manufacturers 
in the Liberty) muft be moft inevitably toil to this 
city and gained to the capital of the United King­
doms.— W ill not all our Guineas which are now 
hid, but which will make their appearance after the 
meaiure paiies, be earned off in rouleaus to Eng­
land ? I know the anfwer which the Unionifts have 
ready in their mouths for me, “  that money does

queihon of fuch difficulty and moment as the U nion — 
BE IT  R EM EM B ER ED , that a flock of geefe faved the 
Capital of the R om an Republic ; that it was again pre- 
ferved from Catiline’s confpiraey by a woman of the town • 
A nd lbme old author (whofe name I forget, mentions an 
initance of a City being faved from furprize by the bravin- 
of Afles ! ! !

not
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not conftitute the riches of a country or its me­
tropolis, that if it be a fign of wealth in one fenfe, 
it may be an indication of poverty in another, 
and tha t the circulation of gold and fdver is no 
other way ufeful, than as it promotes the circula­
tion of induftry and labour.” T h a t if plenty of 
Cafh made a people rich and great, the Spaniards 
m uft certainly be the moft enviable people upon 
the face of the earth, and M adrid the moft flou- 
rifhing capital— Whereas on the contrary the quan­
tity of lpecie wkich is annually brought to it from 
Peru and Mexico, has banifhed induftry and ma­
nufactures, and made that people the moft beg­
garly and contemptible nation at this day in E u ­
rope. __They will tell you alfo that the common
citizens of Berlin, Vienna, Drefden, &c. cities 
which are the refort of the fafhionable and gay, are 
in as great rags and poverty as our own ; nay, w ith­
out travelling fo far, they will fhew you an exam­
ple nearer home, that the quantity of money fpent 
in a place, expenfive and luxurious living, and the 
defirable retidence of people of figure and fafhion, 
do not contribute to  the Jolid wealth or profpenty 
of that place. For, although above twenty-thou- 
fand ftrangers refort to Bath during the leafons for 
drinking thofe waters, and notwithftanding its f i l i ­
ation for trade is as happy as any other in England, 
yet not one manufacture has raifed its infant head 
amidft all thefe encouraging circumftances. — 'They 
will further infill, tha t when a Parliament was held

at
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at Edinburgh, its citizens were poor, whilft at this 
day they are moil opulent ; that its extent is greater 
and its buildings more elegant than ever, and if we.'' 
aik how this alteration has been brought to pafs, 
we fhall be told, that Edinburgh was very poor 
when devoted to pleafure and diffipation, and full 
of people of birth and fafhion, (as Dublin thank 
heaven is at prefent) but upon their going off to 
London, then Edinburgh became the refidence of 
rich merchants, extenfive manufacturers, and in- 
duftrious mechanicks.— Fine comfort indeed ! and 
will any body Jerioufly pretend to tell me, that 
the happinefs, profperity and increafe of the mer­
cantile part of our Citizens, can be put into com­
petition with the lofs of fome part of our nobility 
and gentry, during even a few months of the year. 
For my part, I am determined never to fuffer my- 
felf to be perfuaded that it will not be the ruin 
of Dublin. — Indeed, Limerick, Cork, Belfaft, 
Waterford, Galway, &c. &c. as they have never 
been honoured by their refidence, will not feel 
their lofs, and will continue to thrive, but D ub­
lin, the handfemeft City of its fize in Europe 
mnji be dejlroyed. — And let no body make me 
lofe all patience by telling me that “  the Court 
of the Lord Lieutenant, the numerous follow­
ers of our public tribunals, the refidence of the 
military and ftudents at the univerfity, and above 
all, theextenfion of our commerce, and theproipe- 
rity of all thofe cities muft influence, and fupport

the
V
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the capital : T h a t all commercial bills, &c. will 
be drawn upon D ublin, which m uil ever be thq 
center of exchange between the two countries, 
and that the metropolis of a kingdom  is like the 
heart of an healthy hum an body through which 
the current of profperity m uil flow to the extre­
mities of the Ifland and back again.” In ipite 
of all that has been or can be urged in favour of 
the U nion, I never will change my opinion, and 
fhould I live to ice its beneficial effeft upon this 
country, I will doubt the evidence of my own 
fenfes, nay, an Angel from Heaven lhall not con­
vince me, as I am determined never to relinquiih 
my oppofition to the meafure, b u t with my 
life.* \

I am provoked beyond all patience, when I 
fefleft upon the thoughtleflhefs and apathy of 
my worthy fellow-citizens, who with all this mafs 
of ruin ilaring them in the face, and ready to 
tum ble upon their heads, are going on exaftly as 
if  they expefted that things were always to remain 
upon their prefent excellent footing— at this moment 
(it is almoft incredible)  new partnerlhips are forming, 
new fhops opened, and new buildings carrying on? 
w ith a fpirit and to an extent never furpalfed 
ûnder our moft promifing circumftances— A Builder

* I  am indebted for the whole of this fin* period to lè­
verai violent and  argumentative A ut-U nioniits o f m y ac­
quaintance.

-E> (whe
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(who is one of the moil eminent in his tra ie) has 
allured me, that he has paid within this week 
fifty-four Shillings a thoufand for flock-b'icks, fuch 
as three months back he bought for thirty-eight,

O  J  ~  7

and that he could not now get in Dublin an hun­
dred of feafoned twelve-feet, three-inch thick 
planks, under thirty-fix pounds fterlings, for which 
he never before in his life gave more than iixteen 
or twenty pounds— Such is the demand for thefe 
articles at this prefent time ! Such thoughtlejs in- 
difference and want of apprehenfon can I believe 
only be equalled by the Citizens of Paris, who I 
am told were dancing and finging and as merry as 
ever, at the very time that the Guillontine was at 
work from morning till night ! Let no one fo far 
infult our underjlandings as to infift, that thefe are 
proofs that our citizens fee in the projeóted 
Union, the fources of future wealth, t h e  i n ­

c r e a s e , N O T  T H E  D E C A Y  OF T H E I R  C I T Y . ---- -

Alas ! alas ! what are thefe but the fatal lymp- 
toms of approaching diflolution, the laft convul- 
five ftruggles of an expiring metropolis ? ! ! !

I have heard it aiked by our enemies the Uni- 
onifts, how W e, the defcendants of Englifh fet- 
tlers, who are now in pofleffion of the greater 
part of the lands of this kingdom, won from the 
original proprietors by conqueit or obtained by 
grants, &c. &c. propofe maintaining ourfelves in 
the enjoyment of them without the itrong arm of

England ?



England ? W e have been alio reminded, that fhe 
may th ink proper to leave us to  ourielves, or 
(Ihould it come to a ftruggle) efpoule the mtereft 
of that party which proves ftrongeit and beft able 
to  fupport her influence in this country. W e 
have been defired alfo to  recoiled, that at this 
m om ent, wc have on one fide the great mais of 
the people ready to  fall upon us, and deprive us 
of w lu t they confider uiurped property, and on 
the other, the French, anxious to Hep in and 
tear away the bone from the contending maftives 
O ur anfwer to  this is fpirited and ihort ; at pre- 
fcnt we difregard all other enemies but the Union, 
when we have conquered this, it will be time 

v enough to  look about and fee what other work is 
nex t*011 our hands ; and befides, wc defire them 
to  underftand, that all confiderations of prudence 
or regard to future times and events are beneath 
the confederation of the red-hot and hearty Anti- 
Unionifts !

If  I have gone fo far in my work, without 
addreffing myfclf in a particular manner to the 
members of my own profeílion, I a .i i re them it 
is not from any neglect, or forgetfulnefs of the 
intereib of the learned body to which I have the 
honour to  belong, bu t from a com etion, that in 
the great army of the Anti-uniomfts, they are 
the troops moft certainly to  be depended on ; too 
many of them are well aware of the effects which

D  2 this
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this meafure will have upon their particular inte- 
refts, to want incentives or exhortations to ani­
mate their zeal.----- -Oh ! altered Prcfeffion ! how
fhort-fighted were thoie parents who have chofen 
thee for their Tons ! The forbidding obftacles 
which once flopped thy high road to eminence, 
had been ju fl removed ; twenty years of fludy 
had ceafed to be necefTary for the attainment of 
thy dark myfleries ! Fifteen hundred or two thou- 
fand pounds at command (the price of a Seat in 
the Legiilature) a moderate flock of affurance, 
and an excellent cafe of duelling piflols gave the 
lucky poflefTor a fair chance of attaining the highefl 
offices in thy gift ! Oh ! altered Profeffion ! thy fhort 
cuts and bye-paths in one fatal moment will be 
blocked up ; no man of fp in t will hereafter devote 
his life to thy purfuit ! The prefent fludious and 
laboiious practitioners of thy hall, who pore over 
tne biack-letter pages of thy volumes, note-takers, 
the firfl to enter thy dome in the morning, and 
the lafl to leave it, will toil their way to thy foft 
cufhions, and fit as Judges in thy Courts.*

Having moft feelingly apoflrophized my Profef- 
fion, I mufl next with earnefl zeal defend its fol­
lowers from thofe imputations which have been fo 
unjuftly thrown out againfl them .— We have been

W h at a melancholy profpedt to men of real Legal 
know ledge, who at prefent have neither friends, intereft,
*r money, to pufh them forward !

accufed
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accufed my Brethren “  of connecting ourfelves in 
our oppofition to this m eafurew ith men, to  whom 
formerly we were afhamed to return the com m on 
falutes of good-breeding But are we fingular in  
this refpeót? Do not Politicians often employ 
inftruments to carry a favourite point, w hich 
when gained, they immediately throw afide ? and 
may not men though Bankrupts in name and cha­
racter in private hfe,-}' be very honejl and ufefttl 
Public-m en ? But further, we have been charged 
w ith “  railing by our manifeiloes and refolutions 
the uproar of oppofiticn to tins meaiure through­
out the kingdom, which but for our exertions had 
never been heard ; and that we refill it, not from 
public-motives, bu t the private and lelfifh confe­
deration of the lofs of that Parliamentary Influ­
ence which we at prefent poflefs, and which fuch 
numbers of our body hope one day to turn to 
account.* But the heavieil charge againit us is,

“  that

+ A n author of fome antiquity  was not exactly of this 
opinion —

Otf^g yag  o t& a wovnçor, ovk glv Trois ytvoilo hpon* ocr.
Æ jchines .

* T h e  Chiefs and other Judges are I  adm it ftrong friends
to this meafure, bu t have we any reafon on that account
to give up our opinion upon a queilion, w hich we are full
as good judges of ? T h e  caution and experience of age can
never be put into competition w ith the fire and fancy ef

younger



“  that we formed ourfelve3 into a Convent ion- 
Parliament with a view of pronouncing a final 
decifion upon a queilion, which the Legiflature of 
the country was alone competent to accept or 
rejeft.— In anfwer to this, I maintain it, that we 
had a 1 ight to defend our own inter efts by every means 
in our power, and that with regard to the meeting of 
the Profeflion, at which we entered into very itrong 
refolutions againft the meafure, we had a P r e c e ­
d e n t  of very great antiquity for our guide; and 
as I conceive it to be a cafe very much in point, 
and as the B ook  in which I found it, is very fel- 
dom to be met with in the Libraries of Gentle­
men of my Profeífion, I hope for their indulgence, 
if I fhould quote it at feme length—

“ After thefe things were ended, Paul purpofed 
in the Spirit, when he had pafled through Mace­
donia and Achaia, to go to Jerufalem, faying, 
after I have been there, I m uit alfo fee Rome.”

younger heads.—Beiides, moft o f thefe Perfonages are un ­
w orthy of imitation ■—T he head of the Supreme C ourt in 
this country from the line of conduct w hich he purfued 
upon the famous Regency-queftion, and from the part 
w hich he then took, fo very opfrftt to that purfued by the 
majority of h it friends in Parliam ent, has proved to us be­
yond a doubt, that he has been always a man very s jn g l-  
lak , in hi* political line of conduct,

/  ( 3° )
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T he fame perfevering fpirit and fimilar motives 
now actuate the Britifh M inifter in propofing an 

U nion with this K ingdom ;

“  So he fent into M acedonia two o f them  that 
miniftered unto  him, Fim otheus and Erailus, bu t 
he himfelf ftayed in Aiia for a feafon.

“ And at the fame time there arofe no fmall fiir  
about tha t way.”

W c all remember the alarm which took place 
in our profeffion, upon the firfl furmite of the in­
tended meafure.

u For a certain man named * Demetrius a

* I fhould be extrem ely uncandid, nay more* I fhould 
be unjuft, did I not declare tha t I  am thoroughly  con­
vinced, there was o n e  man (who took the m oil leading 
part at this m eeting) w ho a iled  from the pureft and m oil 
diíinterefted motives, and an honefl: convi£lion th a t the 
meafure w ould injure this country. I w ould tear this page 
in to  a thoufand pieces before it Ihould be fuppofed, that I 
alluded to him . I need not declare w hat all the world 
knows, that he is no D em etrius. B ut as I believe there 
are to be found in the profeflion lefs-venerabie chara& érs, 
whofe oppofition to the U nion  is neither more nor lefs 
diiinterefted than the worthy filverfmiths, I am contented 
to let the page ftand in its place.

fiîverfmiths,



filverfmith, which made ilirines for Diana brought 
no fmall gain unto the craftfmen.”

“  W hom he called together, with the work­
men of the like occupation, and laid, Sirs—ve 
know that by this craft we have our wealth.”

“  Moreover, ye fee and hear, that not alone 
at Ephefus, but almoft through all Alia, this 
Paul hath perfuaded and turned away much peo­
ple, faying, they be no Gods which are made 
with hands.”

“  So that not only this our craft is in danger 
to  be fet at nought, bu t alfo, that the Temple of 
the great goddefs Diana lliould be difpifed, and 
her magnificence deftroyed, whom Afia and the * 
world worihip.”

“  And when they heard thefe fayings, they were 
full of wrath, and cried out, faying, great is 
Diana of the Ephefians.”

“  And the whole city zvas filled with confufton, 
and having caught Gaius and Ariftarchus men of 
Macedonia, Paul’s companions in travel, they 
ruihed with one accord into the Theatre,”

I remember running myfelf as well as many 
others out of breath from the Four Courts to the ■ 
Exhibit io.o-room in William-ftreet !

Some

( 32 )
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“  Some therefore cried one thing and fome ano­
ther for the aflembly was confufed, and the more 
part knew not wherefore they were come together.”

T he firft part of this verfe is not quite as appli­
cable as the others which I have quoted : W e 
were tolerably unanimous, and confidering all 
things not very riotous— the laft part indeed, to 
ufe a very vulgar Phrafe, fits us to  a T .

“  And Alexander beckoned with his hand, 
and would have made his defence un to  the 
people.”

“  But when they knew that he was a J e w , 

they all with one voice about the fpace of two 
hours cried out, great is Diana of the Ephe- 
fians.”

There were certainly one or two Alexanders at 
our meeting, who wiihed to be heard ; bu t when 
we found out that they were U n i o n i s t s ,  we 
foon flopped their mouths, by roaring “ Queftion, 
queftion, queftion.”

And when the Town-clerk had appeafed the 
people, &c. &c. Afts of the Apoftles, 19th chap.

H ere the cafe becomes no more applicable : 
For I muft: in juftice declare, that no one Magif-

E  trate
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trate offered to interrupt our proceedings ; and at 
feven o’clock 'we all went home quietly, and with 
excellent appetites for our dinners !

After this precedent which I have quoted at 
fome length, and commented upon with lb much 
care and exactnefs, let no one any longer pre­
fume to accufe us of Novelty in our mode of pro­
ceeding upon this momentous Queilion : I hope 
I have defended the Anti-Unioniits of my profef- 
fion to their and the public * fatisfaclion, and I 
tru ll, my labours will not be in vain.— Our party 
will learn from thefe pages, how to refill this mea- 
fure by arguments, before they have recourfe to 
the ultima ratio, (which fome of them very pro­
perly threaten if forced to) and the Government 
will fee the folly of ever propofing it again, in 
oppofition to all the rank, the greater part of the 
landed and mercantile intereil, and no fmall lhare 
of the talents of the kingdom.-)'

* If  I have compared the oppofition to the U nion w ith 
tha t made by the worthy filverfmiths to the introduction of 
Chriftianity, I hope for the pardcn of all ierious Divides, 
—Certainly m any grave and thinking Laym en look upon 
this meafure as the only means of falvation left for Jiis 
kingdom.

\  See th e / iw  obfure names fubferibed to the Declarations 
in favour of an U nion f; om Counties, Cities, Tow ns, 
Corporations and Boroughs, &c. See.

Friends,



Friends, Brethren, Citizens, Countrymen, A n ti. 
Unionifts “  lend me your ears.” After the glo­
rious uproar which we have raifed, let us not relax 
our exertions. O ur inadiv ity  during the Summer 
has abated the ardour of our friends, already vail 
numbers of our troops have gone over to  the other
fide.-------O u r  C a u s e  is in danger 1 Raife then
again the ftandard of oppofition, let every man 
run to  his poft, let the parole be given to  diftin- 
guifh our ranks, and all our Leaders cry, Soldiers, 
N o  F l i n c h i n g . ! ! !

( 35 )
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