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O B S E R V A T I O N S , S ic

" T h e  S P E A K E R  begins the fubjeü  o f  trade in the  
fixty-eighth page o f  his printed fpeech, and ilates that he 
will minutely examine the fub jed ,  that he will go through 
the particulars o f  the trade and manufa&ures o f  each king
dom, and fliew the abfurdity and futility o f  M r .  Pit?s 
aflertion, that “  a legiilative Union will give to Ireland the 
common ufe o f  the Britiih capital ; will identify Ireland 
with England.”

H e proceeds firft upon M anufaaures ,  and ftates that 
thofe which employ the capital of  Britain, and are o f  courfe 
the  moll profitable, are the Woollen, Cotton, Iron, and 
ret te ry  ; and he then endeavours to ihew, that owin^ to our 
want o f  collieries, none o f  thefe manufactures can be car
ried on in Ireland to advantage, and therefore that no part 
ot  the Brit tin capital will be brought into Ireland by means 
ot a Legiilative Union.

W h e th e r  thefe four profitable branches o f  m anufaaure  
can or cannot he carried on to advantage in this country* 
may be a matter worth a minute enquiry into, but furely be 
that as it may, no man can argue that becaufe they cannot, 
therefore no part o f  the Britifli capital can be brought into 
ire.and for any other purpofe whatfoever.
, MJr> P 'rt.,s expreinon was, that a Legiflative Union would, 
by identifying Ireland with England, give the former the 
common ufe o f  the Britiih capital : the p!-ain meaning o f  
which is, that a Union, by making the interefts, the rights, 
and privileges of  the two countries in every refpeft the fame, 
would induce the people o f  England to em ploy  their capital 
equally in either country, in fuch branches o f  trade or ma- 
"uraaure  as they could carry on to greater advantage in the 
one than in the o the r ;  and by giving fbc fame fecurity for
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ffjoncy in each country, would induce the holders of  money
in England to lend it to manufaSurers in Ireland, to extend 
their manufactures ; or to merchants to extend their trade. 
I t  i* a well known fa&, that upon the alteration o f  the 
Irifh conftitution in 1782, immenfe fums o f  Britifh capital, 
which had been lent on Iriffo fecurity, were called in, and 
that the late Lord Mansfield alone, drew out of  this king
dom at that period, above £40,000. A Union would, by 
putting Irifh fccurity upon a footing with Engliih, induce the 
holders of  money to lay it out in Ireland.

See what is the cafe in other parts of  the Britifh empire, 
is not the trade of the W eft  Indies carried on totally by 
Britifh capital ? And yet, they have neither a woollen o r  a 
cotton, an iron or a pottery manutaCture.

M r.  Pitt would never have intended to convey an idea, 
that the manufacturers of Woollens, Cottons, Iron, and 
Pottery, would immediately upon a Union, transfer their 
capitals and manufaftures to Ireland, nor did he allude to 
any one particular branch of trade or manufacture ; the 
affertion was general, and the inference to be drawn from it 
is, that the privileges and advantages of  trade being the fame 
in both kingdoms, and the fccurity for money being equal, 
thofe who employed their money in trade themfelves, and 
thofe who lent out their money at intereft to others, who 
carried on trade, would in future employ their capital in that 
country where they could carry on their refpeCtive bufinefles 
to the moft advantage.

In obferving upon the argument of  Mr. Fofter, it would 
t>e wafle of  time to go into an invefligation of the various 
manufactures and branches of trade in which Engiïfti capital 
could be employed to advantage in this country ; I ihall only
mention two or three great national objeCts---- the Linen
manufacture, the Leather manufacture, and the Cultivation 
o f  wafte and-unprofitable Lands.

As to the Linen manufacture, it is unnecefiary to fay any 
thing to imprefsthe great importance it is of  to this country, 
or the advantages which muft arife from the extension of it.

As to the Cultivation of waite and unprofitable Lands, a 
very competent judge, Mr. Arthur Young, has aiTerted* 
ii.at rhe improvement of  thofe lands in Ireland would yield 
a profit of  from 15 to 20 per cent, beftdes other advantages.

l ie  ftatcs that it would require 5 /. an Engliih acre, to 
bund, fence, drain, plant, and improve Ireland, as the face 

England is improved j and that it would require twenty
ihillings
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Shillings an acre more,  to flock the farms o f  Ireland iikç 
thofe o f  England. See here what an objeft for the e m 
ployment o f  Britifh capital, and what an inducement fuch a 
profit muft afford. '

As to Leather ,  we export no lefs than 22,822 raw hides 
yearly, and we import leather, and articles manufaftured o f  
leather,  to an immenfe amount ; all which raw hides would 
be tanned at home, and manufaâured  into the various arti
cles now imported, had we a fufficient capital in Ireland for 
the purpofe.

But the moil flriking circumflance o f  all is, that not- 
xvithftanding we obtained a tree trade to the Britifh feule
ments and colonies in 1779, yet it appears by the account 
N o .  6, annexed to this pamphlet, that wc import at this day 
to the value o f  more than a million o f  colonial produce 
through Great-Britain.  W h a t  can it be but want ot capital 
that could induce us to do this i And is not the bringing thin 
produce direéfcly to Ireland an o b jeô  proper to engage Bi itiih 
capital in.

T h e  bare mention o f  thefe obje&s, is fufficient to ihew 
the fallacy o f  that argument,  which chufing out o f  a great 
catalogue o f  manufa&urcs, four,  which the arguer thought 
would beft aofwer his purpofe, aflerts, that thefe manufac
tures could not be carried on with advantage in Ireland, for 
want o f  proper fuel ; and therefore that no other manufac
tures could: and that therefore, noBriti ih capital would bq 
brought into Ireland.

I f  this argument was well founded, I would afk, upon 
"what foundation could M r.  Foiler fupport the Bill upon the 
Iriíh Proportions, 1785, if  there were but four manufac
tures worth having, and that none o f  thefe could be carried 
on to advantage in Ireland ; and that there were no o ther  
method o f  employing capital here. W h a t  was it that wc 
were to have obtained by the Commercial T rea ty  Bill? 
His argument upon that fubjc£t held a very different lan
guage indeed. u  She ( Great-Britain) offers to take us into 
44 partnerihip in her tradp. She, an old ellabiiilied country,
4< raifed by commerce alone to an height above any other 
44 European power, invites us to partake o f  the means that 
44 raifed her to wealth and greatnefs, to a full and equal 
4‘ fhare in that trade which coil her millions to obtain, and 
4‘ will coil her  millions to preferve.”

Again, “  were a n^an to look for the country moil 
** advantageous tp fettle manufacture in, what would be his

J  2 44 choice#
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€i choice ? One, where labour and provifions are cheap,
<c that is Ireland ; and which would he next look for ?
44 W h y  to have a rich, extended and fteady market near 
44 him, which England ftretched alongfide, affords, and 
44 to eftabliih that market for this country, is one great 
44 objeft of this fyftem. Gentlemen undervalue the re- 
44 du&ion of Britiih duties, on our manufactures j I agree 
44 with them, that it may not operate foon, but we are to 
44 look forward in a final fcttlement, and it is impoilible 
“  but that in time, with as good climate, equal natural 
<c powers, cheaper food, and fewer taxes, we mufi he able 
44 to fell to them. W hen  commercial jealoufy ihall be 
lt baniihed by final feulements, and trade take its natural 
44 and fteady courfe, the kingdoms will ceafe to look to 
44 rivalihip, each will make that fabric which it can do 
44 cheapeft, and buy from the other what it cannot make 
44 fo advantageoufly ; labour will be then truly employed 
44 to profit, not diverted by duties, bounties, jealoufies, or 
44 legiflative interference from its natural and beneficial 
44 courfe, this fyftem will obtain its real obje&, confolidat- 
44 ing the ftrength of the remaining parts o f  the empire, by 
44 encouraging the communications of  their market among 
44 themfelves, with preference to every part againft all 
ic Grangers.

46 Let uc alfo obferve, that now, for the fir# time, Great 
44 Britain offers us a right for ever, in all prcfent and future 
41 colonies, without any refervation of power, to call on us, 
4* either to procure, fupport or preferve them ; ihe main- 
4C tains them, we ihare all the profits ; and not only their

goods, but all goods of Iriih produce, are to pafs thro’ 
44 Britain, duty free -, can foreign nations after this is fet- 
44 tied make diilinâion between Britiih and Iriih goods ? 
44 our manufaSurcs will be united as our intereils, and we 
4< ihall laugh at Portugal folly.

44 I could run out for hours into the many benefits of 
41 this fyrtem ; but I have tired the Houfe too long ; let 
44 me only implore you not to reje& this meafure, for ill— 
44 founded vifionary c-bjedjons, or to facrifice realities to 
44 ihadows.

44 I f  this infatuated country gives up the prefent offer, 
44 ihe may look for it again in vain ; things cannot remain 
44 as they are, commercial jealoufy is roufed, it will increafe 
44 with tw independent legiflatures, if they do not mutually 
44 declare the principles whereby their powers fnall be fe-

44 parately
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<4 parately employed, in direâing the common concerns of  
44 trade ; and without an united intereft o f  commerce, in 
44 a commercial empire, a political union will receive many 
44 ihocks, and reparation o f  interefts m ud threaten a fcpara- 
44 tion o f  connection, ^vhich every honeft Irishman muil  
44 ihudder ever to look at as a poiTible event.

4C I will only add, that if  this meafure be refufed, Ireland 
44 will receive more folid injury, than from any other evil 
44 that ever befel her  ; it is in vain for Gentlemen to 
11 think we can go on as we have done for fome years— or 
44 to expcCt to cope with England in a deftruCtive w aro t  
44 bounties— our fituation in lift become every day more 
44 difficult, and it is impoflible to forefee all the ruinous 
44 confequences that may enfue.

In this genuine rtatement o f  the fentiments o f  M r.  Fofter, 
is truly pictured, the value o f  a partncifhip in trade with 
G rea t  Britain; here  alfo we fee Ireland defcribed as the 
very country, where after fuch partnerihip was eftabliihed, 
any wife man would wiJh to fettle, in order carry on manu
factures, where labour and provifions were cheap, and 
fituatcd in the neighbourhood of the rich, extended, and 
fteady market o f  Grea t  Britain— here alfo, w e  have hi* 
opinion, that Ireland, with a climate as good as Britain, 
with equal natural powers, and with cheaper food and 
fewer taxes, muft be able to manufacture cheaper than Bri
tain— that each country will manufacture thofe fpecies o f  
goods moft adapted to their circumftanctes, and that fuçh a 
fyftem will confolidate the ftrength o f  the remaining parts o f  
the empire.

W e  alfo find here that he was of  opinion, that fuch a con
nection would not only give us manufactures, but trade, 
not only with the Britiih colonies, but with all foreign 
nations, where no difference could thereafter be made, 
between Engliih andlrifh commodities.

At this day it feems he is o f  a different opinion, he thinks 
that there are but four manufactures in Britain worth fol
lowing ; that none of  thefe can be carried on to advantage 
in Ireland, and therefore, that no part o f  the Britifh Capital 
will come to Ireland, and that it is abfurd and futile to 
alTert, that a Legiilative Union can bring capital hither.

Having ihewn what Mr. to i le r 's  opinion is at this day. 
and what it was in 1785, upon the advantages that would 
arife to Ireland, from a partnerfhip in trade with Great Bri
tain ; I /ha'll take the liberty of  making a few obfervat ions

LipOIi



( 6 )

ttpon bis aílértioR, that not one o f  thefe great fources o f  
wealth, the woollen, the cotton, the iron, or  the pottery 
manufactures, can be carried on in Ireland, as they depend 
totally on the plenty and cheapnefs o f  fuel ; fo that even 
in England they can exiil only in the coal countries.

T h a t  the plenty and clicapnsfs of  fuel muft be a very 
great advantage in thefe, and indeed in moil other manu
factures, is moil certainly true ; but they do not depend 
foleiy upon the cheapneis of  this one article, but of  the 
aggregate articles necefTary for carrying them on ; fuch as 
raw materials, labour, the price o f  provifions, the weight 
of  taxes, the command of  water,  and the quality o f  it, &c. 
&c. &c. and the difference in the price o f  fuel may be more 
than counterbalanced by the cheapnefs of thefe fevera! arti
cles.

T o  begin with the Woollen manufacture.— N o  man is 
ignorant that in the reign of kingWilliam we had an exten- 
five woollen manufacture in Ireland, fo much fo, as to excite 
the jeaioufy o f  England ; and Mr, Foiler tells us, page 72» 
that in the year 1698, our woollen trade; was in fo flourifh- 
ing a condition, that after fupplying ourfelves we exported 
to the amount in value of 110,000/. which was at that time 
one-fifth of  our whole export ; had we any collieries at that 
time that do not exiil at this day ? O r  on the contrary, have 
not the collieries near Feathard in Tipperary, thofe in tha 
Queen’s county; in Leitrim, near Lough-Alien ; at Drum- 
glas, and Coal-Ifiand, in Tyrone ; at Ballycaflle and Fair- 
head, in Antrim, been fince di(covered ? How then was the 
woollen manufa&ure carried on at that day ? The  collieries 
of  Kilkenny, and in the Queen’s County, have been known 
for many years, and if vve are to believe the evidence of 
M r.  Evans, an engineer of  great character, who conduCts 
the Grand Canal works, given before the Hóufe of Com
mons, in the year 1783, thefe collieries alone, if properly 
worked, would produce yearly 300,000 ton of  coal ; which 
might be carried by the canal, and fold at the diilance of 
40 miles for 15. 6 d. a barrel, weighing four hundred ; 
which is but 4dh. a hundred weight : a price I believe as 
low, if not lower, than coal can be purchafed at either in 
Leeds, Mancheiler, Sheffield, Staifordihire, or Birming
ham.

He ilated alfo, that at Lough-Allen there are collieries 
equal to the fupply of the whole kingdom, if properly

worked,



■worked* and In quality equal i f  not fuperior to the be® 
W hitehaven  coal.

And what does M r .  Fofter  himfeif fay, in 1799, pasre 
88 o f  his printed fpoech ? “  Should rafh counci ls / fo rget- 
4‘ ting the advantages o f  friendly intercourfe, attempt to 
4< prohibit or clog our import o f  raw materials, viz. coals, 
w hop-», bark, rock-falt, & c  with duties, yh ich  no man in 
<c either country deprecates more fincerelÿ than I do, necef-

fity may compel us to fearch for coak which exijls in Ire« 
“  land, but which we have never looked for efFeâuallv.

Have we not a woollen manufacture ? Is not all the wool 
we giow now worked up into thç ultimate manufa&ure ? 
In  the three years immediately fubfequent to the paffing the 
aCt o f  tne 10 W ill. 3. c. 10, to re ft rain our woollen trade, 
which is the period alluded to by Mr. Fofter,  the average 
export o f  wool and woollen yarn to England from this 
country, was 349,410 ftone ; in the laft three years to 1798, 
the  average export was 18,941 ftone; fo that it appears that 
we now work up all our wool to the ultimate ftage o f  ma
nufacture. And  how is this done at this day, i f  the pofirion 
be true, that the woollen manufacture can exift only in the 
coal countries.

I think I may be allowed to aflert, that we work up all 
our  wool ; for the fmall quantity o f  18,941 ftone cannot be 
reckoned as any thing ; and it is curious to fee how even this 
fmall average is yearly decreafiag.

T h e  quantity o f  wool, and woollen and worfted yarn, 
exported in the laft three years, was as follows :

W ool. Woollen and W orded V ila,
1796» * 171 ftone. —  29,220 ftone.
1797, 88 —  —  15,063
1798, 89 —  —  12,192

So that it appears that the fmall export o f  thefe articles is 
decreafing e v e ry d a y :  and M r .  Fofter himfeif ftates, in 
fame page 72, that Ireland exports no unmanufactured 
wool ; that it works up all it has.

Again, where is it in Ireland that the woollen manufac
ture is carried on? in Dublin, in Cork, in Banddri, in 
Waterford ,  in Tallow, in Lifmore, in Carrick-on-fuir, and 
in the Q ueen’s County. Is there any colliery near any o f  
thefe places except in the Queen’s County ?

If thefe fa&s be fo, does it not appear that a woollen 
manufacture not only exifts at this day in Ireland,
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it is carried on in thofe parts of  the country where the eof-
Üeries do not lie.

In England there are great manufactures o f  New Drapery 
in Devonfliire and Norwich, and o f  Old Drapery, in W ilt-  
Ihire, Somerfetfhire, and Gloucefterfhire, where coal is
not remarkably cheap.

T h e  two articles of  woollen and worfted yarn, afford a 
flrong example of the neceility of  taking the aggregate prices 
o f  all the articles neceilary for carrying on a manufa&ure, 
together with the price o f  labour in its various branches, 
into confideration, in any computation which may be made 
o f  the relative advantages with which a manufaâure may be 
carried on in two'diftinCt fituations ; arid not conclude upon 
any one article, fuch as fuel ; for it is a well known faCt, 
that wool is dearer in Ireland than in England, and yet we 
can very much underfell the Engliihin the articles of woollen 
and worfted yarn ; and the reafon is, that the price of  labour 
and of wool in each country being added together, are lefs 
i!) Ireland than in England : and therefore, although the raw 
material is dearer, yet the manufacture as far as yarn, which 
may amount to one-third of  the value of the ultimate manu
facture, is aCtually cheaper in Ireland than in England.

As to the manufacture o f  Cotton, I do nor know that 
fire is an efíentiál article in the carrying it on ; all the ma- 
chinerv of Arkwright can be worked by water, as well as 
by fteam-cngines, and certainly cheaper: and furely we 
have an evident advantage over England in the command of  
water.

With  the difadvantages which may be againft us, either 
in the article of  firing or ot her articles, w e  certainly do carry 
on at prefent a configurable Cotton manufacture ; which is 
increaiing every day,, and in „every part of  the kingdom. 
W e  have cotton manufactures at Cefbridge, at Profperous, 
at Malahide, at Balbriggan, at Drogheda.» at Belfaft, at 
Clonmell, at Cork, at Kilma&homas, and at Mountrath, 
and various other places ; and fome of thefe manufactories 
carry cn the bufinefs to a very great extent : which confirms 
in a very great degree the aifertions of  the cotton manu
facturers of. Eagland, who were examined upon this fubjeCt 
in the year 1785. They, in that early ftaft'e o f  our cotton 
manufacture, gave it as their opinion, that from the cheap
nefs of  labour and provifions, exemption from taxes, aild 
having it in our power; to obtain the raw materia! as cheap 
as they can in England* together with the great advantage

which



which we certainly have in all thofe branches which were 
compofed o f  cotton and linen, or bay yarn, we muft be 
able to beat them in our own market, and meet them to a 
g rea t  advantage in every other market.

U pon this occafion, fome o f  the moil cxtenfive and prin
cipal cotton manufacturers o f  the kingdom were examined j 
men o f  the firil character, for principles, integrity and ikill, 
and the moil extenfive in their dealings ; men who employed 
great capitals, and had made immenfe fortunes in the 
bufinefs, fuch men as M r.  Robert Peele, who now has fub- 
fcribed £ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a year, to the expence o f  carrying on the 
war,  |M r .  Jofeph Smith,  M r .  T h c m a s  W alker ,  M r .  
T h o m as  Richardfon, M r .  T h o m as  Phillips, and M r .  
T hom as  Kerihaw, thefe Gentlemen flated, lo early as the  
year 1785, that Manchefler had loll a great part o f  the Iriih 
trade.

That  Ireland, who had engaged in the fame trade, had 
greatly extended their trade.

I t  appeared that there were 50,000 people employed in 
the cotton manufacture, in Lancaihire. M r.  Peele and M r .  
Smith each employed 6000 in the manufacture ; and from 
800 to 1000 in printing— T h e y  each of them paid in the 
year 1784, £ .2 0 ,000  in excife, and on the fame quantity o f  
goods, the excife would be in the year they were examined 
in^f 27,000.

They  flated that the increafe o f  capital, on account o f  
the advance o f  duty and price o f  labour between England 
and Ireland, was on goods manufactured, £ .2 0  per cent, 
that the price of  labour in common articles, would make a 
difference o f  £ 2 0  per cent, and in finer articles more.

T h a t  the Iriih, after paying 10^ per cent duty, could 
fend their goods to the Engliih marker, from 12 to 13 per 
per cent cheaper than the Engliih could.

T h a t  by thefe means, the Iriih would in time, get the 
manufacture, but that the Engliih, from their fuperior (kill 
and ingenuity, would retain the printing branch, that the 
former employs in the proportion of o f  the hantiV, 
the  latter T'0.

M r .  Peele declared, he was fo convinced o f  the trade’s 
being transferred to Ireland, that he had written there to 
become a partner, and he, Mr. Smith, and M r .  Walker 
declared, that ihould the rcfolutions o f  the Irifh Parliament 
pafs into a law, they would carry on their trade in Ireland, 
and that they were confident many ethers would do the

G fame,

( 9  )



( 10 )

fame, and that many people o f  great property and capital,
would either fettle or form conneSions there, which would 
give the advantages arifing from eheapnefs o f  labour and 
provifions, their full effe&.

They ilated that they had no doubt but that fkilful work
men would go over with the great capitals to Ireland, and 
that the Iriih want nothing elfe to aid them, or to eftablifh 
manufa£ture.

T h a t  formerly, Holland had the whole of  what is called 
the fmall-ware trade, confifting o f  tape, garters, binding, 
&c but that this was transferred to England, by the migra
tion o f  a fingle manufa&urer, a M r.  Vanfandford.

Such is the opinion o f  men bred up in the cotton manufac
ture, and who have made immenfe fortunes in that trade, I 
have ilated their evidence fairly and exaâfv» and I fet it 
againft the opinion o f  M r.  Fofler—let the public decide 
which has moil weight.

As to the iron trade and the advantages and difadvantages 
under which it can be carried on in Great  Britain and Ireland 
refpeâively, it is a fubje£t of  great magnitude, and has been, 
fince the compa£t made 1778, to this day, a matter o f  dif- 
pute and controverfy, between the two countries, Grea t  
Britain infifting upon it, that we had an advantage over her 
in the great American market, owing to the low duty of  
3 2s. 6d. Irifh, which we pay upon imported bar iron, while 
they pay 21. 16s. 6d. Englifh, and Ireland, on the other 
hand, alTerting, that as England makes from the one, one- 
half of  the iron (he confumes in manufaâure, that ought 
to have been taken into the fcale o f  computation, in 1778, 
and of  courfe, the equalizing duty, impofed on the export 
o f  our iron manufactures, ought to have been lefs than 
3/. 3x. 11 d. the duty agreed by the compaft.

Ir is not my intention to enter deeply into this fubjeft, all 
that I mean to do is to ftaie a few obfervations on the point 
aflerted by Mr. Fofler, of  the utter impoflibility of Ireland 
having an iron manufacture, owing to her want of coal.

T h e  fírflcbfervation I fhall make is, that Mr. Fofter 
himfeif has pointed out the principal reafon, if not the 
only one, why we have not coHeries, and that is, that we 
have never looked for them, as we ought to have done* 
but whenever it fhall become an object to fearch after col- 
Icries, or to work thofe properly, which arc already dif- 
covered, I have little doubt but that men writh capital, and 
(kill in matters of  this kind, will come over to this country,  
arid that there will be no want of  coal.

I t
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It is a matter  o f  notoriety that there exifts in the county 
o f  Leitrim, as I have already flated* not only great collier
ies, but many fpccies o f  iron-flone, and ores, and that 
nothing but (kill and capital is wanting to eftabliih iron works 
in that county, on the borders o f  Lough-AJlcn, the head 
o f  the river Shannon ; to which point the two great navi
gations o f  this country direCt their courfe,  the G rand  and 
the Royal Canal.

M r .  Fofter has chofen for his purpofc, four o f  the great 
and profitable manufaâures o f  England; and has aiferted, 
that they cannot be carried on in this country for want o f  
fuel proper for the purpofe ; and therefore that no capital 
can or will be brought into this country— arguing from the 
particular to the general. And in like manner he ftates every 
thing relating to thefe trades as beft anfwers his purpofe, 
making no diftinCtion in any o f  them. It  is, however, highly 
neceflary that the public ihould be acquainted, that in this 
article of  trade there are two branches, totally difti.nCt from 
each other,  and having total different interefls to purfue ; 
the  one confiils o f  the makers of iron from the ore,  the 
other  o f  the manufacturers o f  iron after it is made.

It  is the interefl o f  the former,  that there ihould be a 
very high duty on imported iron, that it may not be able to 
contend with him in the Iriih market ; and it is the intereil 
o f  the latter, that the duty on imported iron ihould be as 
low as poflfble, that the material o f  his trade may come to 
him or» as low terms as may be.

T h e  encouraging the making o f  iron from the ore ,  in a 
country which not only fupplies itfelf with every article made 
o f  iron, bur alfo exports immenfe quantities of  every manu
facture of  iron, from an anchor to a nee.dle, is an objóCt o f  - 
very great magnitude ; the importation o f  iron being from 
40,000 to 50,000 tons yearly into England, which at 14/. a 
ton, amounts to from 560,000/. to 700,000/. I t  is worth 
their while to encourage the making of  iron, to fave fuch, 
great fums from going out o f  the kingdom ; and therefore* 
it may be politic to impofe fo high a duty as 2 L \Ss.  C d , 
on imported iron, which not only proteCts their owntnamv» 
faCture, but brings in a revenue o f  136,000/.  a year : but 
in Ireland, where we are not in the fame foliation, gnd 
■where the woods which formerly abognded, and with wl. 'ch 
iron was made, are now exhaufted ; an<d where  wv have net  
at prefent collieries open fufficient jto> fupply our common 
eonfumption o f  coal, it would be n^dnefs. to entertain the

C 2 ' idea
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idea of contending with any country in the making of iron, 
and we mud content ourfelf with bringing in iron for our 
own ufe'* st the lowed price we can, and therefore it is our 
intereft to have the duty on imported iron as low as poflible.

T h e  queftion then is, whether we can have a manufacture 
o f  iron in Ireland, under the protecting duty o f  2L 16s. 6d. 
Engliih, or 3/. is. idh. Iriih, oppofed to i2i. 6d . our prefent 
duty.

I t  appears from the evidence given before; the Engliih 
parliament, that the Iriih have a confiderable manufacture 
o f  iron in rods, hoops, and nails ; and the truth o f  this mufl 
be obvious to every man’s obfervation.

T h a t  the trade o f  England with Ireland, in the feveral 
articles of  iron, was daily decreafing, except in the article 
o f  bar iron, which may in refped to the manufactured iron, 
be efleemed a raw material.

T h a t  the import of  bar iron, as well from Rufiia, as 
from England, into Ireland, is increafing, and that if the 
duties on iron imported and exported, remain as at prefent, 
that they apprehended there would be a flrong competition 
with England in the iron trade— and that with refpeá to the 
American market, the great confumer o f  the Englifh ma
nufacture, Ireland w^ould have fuch an advantage as would 
beat them out of it, as they w’ould not be bound by the 
compact duty of  3/. 3 s. 11 d. agreed by the compact o f  
Ï778, to be paid on the export o f  manufactured iron to the 
Colonies, America being no longer a colony.

Ireland, at this day, imports the greateft part of  her bar 
iron from Great-Britain.» although ihe could bring it cheaper 
from RuiTia, Sweden, <kc. becaufe ihe gets credit in Eng
land, and can purchafe in fmall quantities, and carry on her 
trade with Ufs capital. This fnews clearly, that if ihe can 
now fupply a great part of her own confumption of iron 
manufactures, and alfo meet England in the American mar
ket, that flie wants only capital to enable her to extend this 
irade to any amount; and that if it iliall appear advan
tageous, both Engliih capital and Engliih workmen will 
come over, and eftahliih themfelves in Ireland.

Everyman who has obferved the progrefs o f  manufac
ture's in Ireland, for the Jail twenty or thirty years, muft 
fee, that there is none in which we are more improved than 
that of  iron ; and that we are now arrived to that degree of  
Ikill, as to manufacture the fineil articles of that branch. 
I cannot, therefore3 fee any reafon to argue the improba

bility,
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büity, m uch  iefs the impoiïîbility, o f  our having a conlV 
derable iron trade in Ireland, even ihould our collieries not 
be worked, fo as to give us a iharc in the making o f  iron 
from the o r e ;  for i f  we can import bar iron cheaper than 
they can in England, and the difference in duty o f  2 / .  8 s. 
8dh. a ton, will enable us fo to do, and that we have labour, 
provifions, and taxes, fo much lower than they have in 
England, I cannot fee the impediment to our  having a con- 
fiderable iharc o f  the iron manufa£ture.

T h e  city o f  London is known to carry on a very great 
trade in iron manufa&ures, and yet no man will deny, that 
the article o f  coals is much higher in London than it is in 
Dublin, and that labour, provifions, and taxe?, arc alfo 
beyond companion higher. W h y  then ihould not Ireland 
contend with London in this manufacture ?

I t  may be argued, that although England pays on impor
tation o f  iron a higher duty than Ireland does, by 2 1. 8 j. 
8db. yet that by making a quantity o f  iron equal to the 
quantity fhc imports, on which ihe pays no duty, (he will 
be enabled thereby to underfell us.

This argument is beft anfwered by flating the price of  
iron in the Britiih market,  which is as follows :

Britifh bar iron, per ton,
Swedifh, per do.
Ruflla, aflorted, per do.
Ruifia, Old Sable, per do.
Ruflia, N ew  Sable, per do.

From  this ftatement it is clear, that although England 
pays no duty on her home-made iron, yet it js beyond com
panion dearer than imported iron ; and therefore, that her 
home-made iron cannot enable her to underfell Ireland.

T h e  fourth and lad article o f  manufa&ure, which M r.  
Fofter afferts that Ireland cannot carry on, is the Pottery ; 
Jet us fee what were the opinions o f  the Britiih manufac
turers in 1785, delivered through Mr. Wcdgewood.

I hey declared, that the Irifh iiad already many advan
tages over them, and that if the fyftem then propofed took 
place, it would give them a certainty oi fupplying their own 
country, and a chance o f  iharing the Engliih market.

T h e  . value o f  this particular manufaâure  confiils a1- 
moft wholly in labour ; when, therefore, the cheapncfs 
f>{ labour in Ireland^ in comparifon to what it is in Enc-

J d\{(L
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land, is confidered, and when to this is added that the raur 
materials are alfo cheaper, in nearly an equal proportion* 
the advantage of Ireland over England in this manufa&ure, 
becomes decided and incontrovertible.

The  raw materials for  this manufaâure, arc clay and 
flint-ftones, both of which Ireland has in abundance, and of 
the belt quality j and if fhe had not, Ihe could be fupplied 
with thefe articles from the fame places from which the 
Staffordfliire manufaâurers are fupplied, and at half ths 
price they coil when laid down at their potteries. T h e y  
are now obliged to bring them from feveral diftant parts of 
England, from near the Land’s-end in Cornwall, and along 
different parts of the coaft, Falmouth, Teignmouth, Exeter,  
Poole, Gravefend, and the Norfolk coaft, on the one fide ; 
and from Wales, Biddeford, and the Iriíh coaft, on the 
other fide, to Hull and Liverpool, from whence they are 
again to be conveyed to the potteries, fituated in one of  the 
mcft inland parts of  England.

Ireland has thefe materials within herfelf, and conve
niently fituated. It appears from the evidence of Mr. 
Evans, the engineer, given to our Houfe of  Commons in 
1783, as before mentioned, 44 that on the banks o f  the 

Grand Canal, between Lough-Allen and Dublin, and 
about thirty miles from the latter, there was flint for 

u  making flint-ware, clays for potteries, and pipe-clay for 
ic making StafFordihire-ware.”

W e  have befides thofe clays mentioned by Mr. Evans, 
excellent clay upon the eftate of Mr. Hamerton, near Clon- 
meil y quantities of  which have been fent to England, as I 
am informed for the purpofe o f  making earthen-ware and 
tobacco-pipes.

W e  have alfo both clay and flint o f  the beft quality, near 
Belfaft, where I underftand a confiderable manufacture of 
a ware, fimilar to that of  Staffordfhire, is now carrying on.

Coals are then the only article wanting. Belfaft lies moil 
convenient to Whitehaven and the Cumberland collieries, 
to ail the Scotch collieries, and to Ballycaftle, and there is 
water-carriage now to the place on the Grand Canal de- 
fcribed by Mr. Evans, and the greateft abundance of turf j 
and whenever the navigation of the canals ihall be carried 
to Lough-Allen, this is a fituation where all the materials 
can be had much cheaper than in Staffordfhire.

It was Mr. Brierly’s opinion, upon his examination in 
1785, that it was not owing to the cheapnefs of fuel, or

material?,
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materials, that the Englifh pottery owed its fuperiority, but 
to the ingenuity o f  its workmen. And M r.  Wedge wood 
ftated the great fource o f  danger to the Englifh pottery to 
be,  the certainty o f  the emigration o f  their workmen and 
artizans to Ireland, where provifions were fo much cheaper, 
and taxes fo much low er ;  and he fortified his aflertion, by 
the inftance o f  the emigration o f  the glafs manufacturers to 
Ireland, by which that article has been brought to fuch 
perfection, as to enable us, not onlv to maintain a fuccefsfu! 
competition with England in foreign markets, but aâua l ly  
to fend glafs into England.

T h e  Glafs manufacture is o f  the nature o f  the Pottery, 
and depends equally upon the plenty and cheapnefs o f  firing ; 
and therefore, if  the glafs manufacture is eflablifticd in Ire
land, and in the city o f  Dublin,  where coals are dearer than 
in any other part, what ihould prevent our having alfo a 
pottery ?

W h e n  all this is confidered, and alfo that the carriage, 
freight, lofs by breakage, and the duties upon Staffordshire 
ware imported, amount to 40 per cent. I can fee no rcafon 
to fubferibe to the afTertion, that the pottery manufacture 
cannot be carried on to advantage in Ireland.

Having gone through thofe obfervations which occurrcd 
upon the queftion, whether  or  no Ireland could carry on an 
advantageous trade in the articles o f  woollen, cotton, iron, 
and pottery ; I come now to confider the ftatements made 
by Mr. Fofter,  page 82, to prove 44 that in our commercial 
44 intercoufe with Britain, the benefits are mutual to both 
44 countries, more fo to England than to Ireland perhaps, 
44 but certainly fo as to put an end to all the foolifh threats 
44 which have been made, more particularly as to our linen 
44 trade depending wholly on Britifh bounty and Britiih dif- 
44 cretion.”

He aflcrts that he will prove, 4C that in our commercial 
44 intercourfe with England we are not at all dependant on 
44 her, and that the profperitv o f  our linen trade does not 
44 lie at the will of  the Britiíh parliament ; that it does not 
44 reft upon its bounty, its difcretion, or its liberality. Ho 
44 laments that the fubjeCt ihould have been introduced ;
44 that it was not wife in private life for two friends 10 enter 
44 into a detail o f  their mutual powers o f  benefit and injury,
46 to taunt with obligations, and boafl o f  their means to vex 
44 and ha rats— much lefs is it fo between nations. But, as

44 M r .
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•4 Mr* Pitt has began, he, Mr. Fofter, will go through the 
whole ftate of  our intercourfe.
In order to prove thefe aflertions, Mr. Fofter makes 

fevcral ftatements, which I (hall now beg leave to exa
mine.

T he  firft ftatement is in page 76. He there fays, “  I f  
€< I were to take the general ftdte o f  the intercourfe from 
€t the Cuftom-Houfe books, according to tbeir accuftomed 

valuation, it would appear 
T h a t  Great Britain, on an average o f  3*} 

years* to 1799, imported annually from (£2 ,870 ,981  
Ireland* to the value o f  - j
and that íhe exported to Ireland - 2,775,330

Leaving a balance againil Britain o f  -  £95)651
Mr. Fofter draws no inference from this ftatement, he 

gives it, and there he leaves it, to imprefs the public with 
the opinion, that in the intercourfe between the two coun
tries, the balance in favour o f  Ireland, was but £95*651 ; 
but in my opinion, this is by no means a fair ftatemenf, 
for the thing he undertook to fhew was, which country 
benefits mod, by the mutual importing and exporting of 
the produ&s and manufaâures of  the one, into the other,  
and which country would be moil injured, by the çeafing of  
fuch intercourfe \ in fuch an inveftigation, foreign products 
or manufactures ought not to be introduced, as each country 
could obtain them, from the original place o f  their growth 
or production, but Mr. Fofter has included them in this ac
count, in order to reduce the balance o f  trade in favour of 
Ireland ; but the fair ftatement would be  ̂ to fet the Britilh 
produâs and manufactures againft thofe of  Ireland, when 
the account would ftand thus :

IrlfH produQs and manufaâures, exported } 
into Britain on an average of 3 years to (£2 ,821 ,910
1799 # -  -  - 3

Britiíh Do. exported to Ireland - 1,589,478

Balance in favour of  Ireland - £1,232,43:?
Having dated this account, in the way I think moil fair,

I fllall fubjoin an account of  the trade in foreign article?, 
between the two countries, and (hall refer the reader to the 
articles of which it confifts, that he may be able to form a 
complete judgmentj upon the whole o f  the A?b]e£t.

Foreign
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Foreign produ&i and merchandize export
ed from Britain into Ireland, on an average 
o f  3 years, to 1 7 9 9

D o .  imported into Britain by Ireland

Balance in favour o f  Britain - £ 1 ,136 ,790
By looking into the account, N o .  6, annexed to this 

pamphlet,  the reader will find, that u f  the articles o f  which 
this balance confiils, no lefs a fum than £624 ,762 ,  arifes 
from articles of raw materials, for our manufactures, and 
on the other hand, by examining the account No. 4, he 
will find, that o f  the fum o f  £ 4 9 ,0 7 1 ,  the value o f  articles 
exported from Ireland to Britain, not being o f  the product 
o r  manufa&ure of  Ireland, to the amount of  £18 ,5 3 5 ,  
confifting: o f  raw materials. ^  ~

M r .  F  oiler then ftates, that fortunately an authentic pa
per  had come to his hands, viz. 44 the accounts delivered by 
44 M r .  Irvinç, the Infpe&or-General o f  Britiih trade, to 
44 the Engliih Parliament, in theie papers, the values are 
4C estimated by the current prices of  the articles inftcad o f  
iC the Cuilom-Houfe rates, and thefe current prices, are 
4< afcertained by the declarations o f  the merchants, on 
4C goods exported to other  countries, under the convoy
4 4  a a . ”  ^  7

1 hefe accounts, which were furniihed to the Houfe of  
Lords, o f  England, have ftated the trade between the two 
countries, in every light which can give true information, 
and M r.  Irving who furniihed them, an officer of the firft 
chara&er, for ability, diligence, and integrity, has, for the 
fatisfa&ion of  the public, ftated this trade, not oniv as it 
/lands upon the old valuations contained in the Cuilom- 
Houfe £>ooivs, but alfo upon the real value of  the articles 
imported and exported, as they iland in the prices current o f  
the day. , - i  y  » .. .

M r .  to i l e r  has, I think, made a very unfair infinuation, x 
when he fays, 44 we will not enquire why this mode was 
adopted new , intimating that the old mode o f  cflimating 
by the Cuftom-Houfe rates, was laid afide, for fome im
proper purpofe ; but thatfurely cannot be tlie cafe, becaufe 
M r .  Irving has not only giyen the prices current, but alfo 
the Cuilom-Houfe rates, fo that every man may eílimate, 
either by the one or the other mode, as he chufes, but 
furely, as M r.  Foiler himfclf ilates, “  it is better to areue 
46 for prefent expcdicnce, on the prefcm real ilate o f  trade,

■ 0 .i ' 44 than

I  £1,185,861

49,071



cc than on a fictitious one, which might deceive us j ”  and
as to thereafon why this made was adopted nowy it was be- 
caufe it never could- have been adopted before, for the. 
valye being taken from the declaration of the merchants,
exporting- the gctods under the Convoy A£t, which act only 
pafíed the feflion before, fuch declarations were never 
before made. '

From thefe accounts Mr. Eofler makes the following 
ftatemcnts.

Imports into Britain from Ireland, on ,a 3 years 
average.

a r t i c l e s . ♦ Value.

Linen, - ^2,600,101
Raw Materials, provisions, i. e. butter, beef,

pork, bacon, corn, &c. -  -  2,910,724

Total ,
Foreign produce,

Total import, -  - 5,612,689

Exports from Britain to Ireland, for the
; fame average.

a r t i c l e s . Value.

Britiih manufa£tures, -  -  ^ i >^4°5i 9S
fcolonial Do. - - - ~ 970,000
Britiih raw materials, including coals, hops,

fait, and bark, » - 447,277
Foreign merchandize, - -  49^>I 73

Total Export, - - 3*555^45
Balance in favour of  Ireland, -  2,056,824

*5,612,469 ‘

From this account it appears, that ftating the whole of the 
imports and exports, to and from each country, including 
Foreign products and manufa&ures, that there is a balance in 
favour of Ireland, amounting to £2,056,824. which muft 
do away any impreffion which could have been made by 
the firit ftatement, where the balance was fluted at but

^ M r .  Fofter was fully aware of this, and therefore he
found it neccffary for his argument, to ftate that this was

..i . t but
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but an apparent balance in favour of  Ireland ; am! to fup- 
port this aflertion, he fays, “  that on examining the nature 
“ and amount o f  the feveral articles, we ihall find on a 
“  comparifon o f  mutual benefit, the balance is much in 
tc favour o f  -Britain ;w and to ihew this, he ilatcs the trade 
in three points o f  view.

1. As it regards manufaâures.
2. As it regards raw materials, or articles of  prime ne-

ceflity y and • . ' '
3.* As it regards foreign articles.
As to the fir 11 article, viz. Manufactures, he aflferts “  that 

16 there is no kind o f  manufacture exported from Ireland 
« ‘to Britain, except l i n e n a n d  he includes in the manu
factures exported from Britain to Ireland, all Kail Indian 
and colonial produce* alledging that much of  them were 
really manufaâures,  a&d the re* ,  he fays, may be deemed 
fo, ôn account of  the employ of labour in the colony and
id the Shipping.

U pon thefe principles, which we fhall by and by examine,
he  makes a Hatement thus :

1 .  m a n u f a c t u r e s .

From Britain to Ireland.

Manufactures o f  Britain, -
Çolonial goods* -

T o ta l  -

From Ireland to B ritain .

Manufactures ; viz. linen only,

Balance againil Ireland,

2 . R A W  M A T E R I A L S .

R aw  materials fupplicd by Ireland, including 
articles o.f prime neceluty ; as .beef, butter, 
pork, bacon, and corn, - £2,910,734,

Do.: fupplicd by Britain, including coals, hops,
fait, and bark, -  447*47 7

Excefs o f  fupply by Ireland, - -  2,463,447

£ 1 ,640 ,000
970,000

2,614,00e

£2 ,600 ,000

14,000

3. FOREIGN
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3 -  F O R E I G N  A R T I C L E S .

Foreign articles taken by Ireland from Britain, ^ i , 468,17« 
Do. taken by Britain from Ireiand, -  101,864

Excefs taken by Ireland, - -  -  1,366,309!

M r.  Fofter then ftates, that in the firft article, viz. manu
factures, the account is nearly equal ; that in the fécond, or  
articles o f  neceiTity, or raw materials, the balance of fup- 
pty is very great to Britain; and in the third, or  foreign 
articles, the gain to Britain is prodigious:

He afferts that he has detailed theie ftatements accurately, 
from the printed report o f  the accounts laid by Mr. Irving 
before rhe Lords o f  England, and he boafts of  the advan
tage of arriving at truth by fuch detail ; for if  the grofs 
amount only of thefe imports and exports had been ftated, 
without attending to the nature o f  th e  articles, it would 
appear that the trade was greatly againft Britain,

I ihall now endeavour to fhew with what degree o f  accu
racy and fairnef» thefe ftatements have been detailed from 
the printed accounts.

Mr. i  offer has taken his ftatements from three feveral 
accounts, laid before the Houfe o f  Lords o f  England, by 
M r. Irving, and marked by him No. 4, No. 5, and No. 
6 ; copies of  which are annexed, and marked with the 
numbers 1, 2, and 3.

The firft of  thefe accounts Is entitled, 44 An account o f  
14 the value, according to the prices current, of  the imports 

into Great-Britain from Ireland, on an average of the 
îar? J e.ara» diftinguiihing the principal articles; and 

* alio dminguiihing, as far as the fame can be done, the 
44 produôs and mannfa&ures of  Ireland, from thofe articles
*c which are not the product or manufacture of that kine- 
44 do*n.” &

This account, as will be feen upon infpe£tion, fets forth 
the feveral articles, in two fchedules, the one containing

as arc> the other fuch as are not, the produâ or ma- 
nuiaaure of Ireland :

I fiave throi’jh o u t jd c p te d  the figure» o f M r. F o ítc r, aW iouth  they 
i r e  i f c tc u ra te  ;  I fur p«Je \h fo c £ b  bu rry . ’ ’

The
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The  former,  amounting in value to -  ÍS>5io>S2$
T h e  latter,  to -  101,864

T o ta l  - - - - - -  5,612,689

T h e  fécond is a fimilar account o f  the produits and m a
nufactures o f  Britain exported to Ireland, and diflinguiihed 
into manufactures and raw materials :

T h e  former amounting in value to - £ 1 ,640 ,195
T h e  latter, to -  * -  -  447*477

rI otal 2,087,672

T h e  third is entitled, cc An account o f  the rated value, 
Ci and o f  the value agreeable to the prices current,  o f  the 
t( foreign merchandize exported from Great-Brita in  to 
44 Ireland, on an average o f  the laft three years, diflin- 
ic guiihing the principal articles:”  amounting, according to 
the  prices current,  to £1 ,468,173:

F ro m  thefe three accounts, the plain and natural conclu
ions  to be drawn would be, that on a companion of  the 
value o f  the imports îrom Ireland into Britain, with the 
exports o f  the manufactures and raw materials o f  Britain 
to Ireland, the account would (land thus :

Amount o f  imports from Ireland into Britain £5 ,612 ,689  
Amount o f  exports from Britain into Ireland 2,087,672

Balance in favour o f  Ireland -  35527,017

And if  it were fair that the amount o f  the value o f  fo
reign merchandize ihould be added to the value o f  Britiih 
manufactures and raw materials fent from Britain to Ireland, 
then the account would ftand thus :

Amount o f  imports from Ireland to Britain £53612,689 
Amount o f  exports from Britain into

Ireland, as above -  - £2 ,087 ,67a
Foreign merchandize exported from 

Britain into Ireland -  - 1,468,173
\ * • ' ; ;  . -------------- 3»5S$i84S
Balance in favour of  Ireland -  2,056,844

But M r.  Irving, as if he had forefeen that an attempt
would hare  been made to pervert his meaning, has taken

car c
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càre to put that out o f  doubt ; for in two fubfeqnent ac
counts, marked by him N o.  15 and No. 16, and in the 
accounts hereto annexed 8 and 9, he has again ilated the 
matter thus :

N o .  15 .

cc An account o f  the true value o f  the produits and ma- 
nufaÊtures of  Ireland, imported annually into Great-  
Britain, on an average o f  the three years preceding the 

“  5th of January, 1799; a&d alfo an account of  the true 
products and manufaÓures o f  Great-Britain, exported to 

6t Ireland, for the fame period ; with tne amount of  the 
excefs or balance in favour of  each côuntry.

Value of theProdu6ts and
Manufactures of Ireland 
imported into Great- 
Britain.

Value of theVrodu£Uand 
Manufactures of Great-, 
Britain expoited into 
Ueland.

Excefs, or balance, in 
favour of Ireland.

^ 5 , 5 1 0 , 8 2 5 . ^ 2 , 0 8 7 , 6 7 2 . £ 3 > 4 2 5 > i 5 3 -

m a r c h ,  5, 1799. T H O M A S  I R V I N G ,
Infpeflvr-Gcrt. $ f the Imports and Export* o f  Great-Britain.

N o .  16.

<c An account o f  the true value, taken on an average of  
<c the three years to the 5th of January, 1799> of the IriOr 

produits and manufactures, and of the foreign merchan- 
dize annually imported into Greát-Britain from Ireland ; 

** likewife an account of  the true value o f  Britifh products 
44 and manufactures, anil of  foreign merchandize, exported 

from Great-Britain to Ireland, on an average o f  the fame 
<c period ; with the amount of the excefs or  balance in 
u  favour o f  cither country.

Total V alue o f Im ports 
into G reatB ritainfrom  
Ireland.

T o ta l Value of Exports 
from G reat-B ritain to 
Ireland.

Exccfs, or Balance of 
Trade, in Favour of 
Ireland.

^ 5 , 6 1 2 , 6 8 9 . £ 3 i 5 5 5 >8 4 5 - £ 2 , 0 5 6 , 8 4 4 .

KIa r c h -s* 1799. T H O M A S  IR V IN G ,
i r fa Q o i  ’ Gen t f  the Import: arid 2£xports o f  Great-Britain♦

From
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F rom  thefe accounts contained in M r .  Irving’s returns to 
the Lords, had M r .  Fofter fortunately looked into them* 
he would have feen clearly, that M r .  Irving direGly diftin- 
2uifhes between the products and manufactures of Buiain, 
and t h e  pro d u as  o f  the Colonies; ftiJing the former,  the 
p roduâs  and manufactures of  Britain ; the latter as they 
are,' not manufaftures, but foreign merchandise.

T h u s  it appears, that bating the balance of trade between 
the two countries, in the moil unfavourable manner to I re 
land, there is upon the face o f  tliofe accounts o f  M r .  i t -  
vine’s, from which M r.  Fofter made his dçtails, a balança
in favour of  Ireland o f  2,056,844^ . .

T h e fe  ftatements would by no means coincide with Mr.
Fofter’s afl'ertions, and therefore he was under the neceffity 
o f  making an entire new rtatement, in order to fupport his 
argument ; which he calls accurately detailing from the
printed report. . XT

He begins by dividing M r .  Irvings account, N o .  4, into
three parts inftead o f  tw o:  he firft fiâtes linen, as the omy 
manufacture ; then he ftates, in the fécond inftance, raw 
materials, provifions; i . e .  beef, butter, pork, bacon, and 
corn ; and in the third inftance he ftates, articles not the
produce or manufacture oi Ireland.

This mode o f  dividing Mr. Irving’s account is adopted, 
for the purpofe o f  ftating the article o f  provifions as raw 
materials ; in order in the firft place, to make a balance 
again ft Ireland in the view which he afterwards takes ot 
the trade o f  the two countries, as it regards manufactures, 
raw materials, and foreign articles ; for by firft ftating Pro" 
vifions as raw materials, and then by leaving no article ot 
manufacture to Ireland except linen, he makes the balance 
under the head oi manufadures,  to be againft Ireland ; and 
then by fubftituáng a new name for provifions, viz articles 
o f  prime necefiity and fupply, he would endeavour to per- 
fuade us that we confer a high obligation on Britain, by fel
ling her our provifions.

But the fallacy o f  his ftatement does not (top there, tor 
he not only dediiQs the value o f  provifions, amounting to 
/ 2 ,9 1 0 ,7 2 4  from the manufaâures of  Ireland, but he di
vides alfo M r.  Irvine’s account, No. 6, into two parts, one 
o f  which, he ftiles colonial manufaâures, to the amount 
o f  /9 7 0 ,0 0 0 ,  and the other foreign merchandize, to the 
amount of £ 4 9 8 ,1 73> and having deducted Ifrpm the Irifh 
jnanufa&urcs, ^2> 9IO>724> ac^ s t0 ^ iC ^ritiíh npanufac-
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turcs, what h« calls colonial do. to the amount of  /o<jo.ee® 
— Vid* No. 3) annexed.

Now, let the reader turn to No. 3 annexed, which is a 
copy o f  M r.  Irving’s account, No. 6, and he will find, that
the two fums of colonial Do. -  - £ 970,000
and foreign merchandize -  -  aq8, i 7'?

make the total o f  that account -  1,468,173
nnd then let him point out, if he can, what are the articles 
o f  colonial manufactures, which compofe the fum of 
£ 970,000, and what the foreign articles compofing 
£4.98,173. T h e  fa£t is, and a bare infpeftion o f  the 
account will fhew it, that almoft the wjiole o f  the articles 
comprized in it, are raw materials, ufed in our manufac
ture, or articles o f  confumption, fuch as pepper, rice, 
tea, &c. *

But Mr. F ofler does not flop there, for having made 
*hc balance o f  manufacture in favour o f  Britain, by re- 
ducing Iriih manufaâures £2,910,724, and increafing Bri- 
tiih by £970*000, as I have ftated, he goes on to make what 
he calls a prodigious gain to Britain, on the head o f  foreign 
articles, by taking credit a fécond time for the fum of 
£970,000, as a part of  the amount of £1,468,173, as is 
ihewn above, fo that according to his ftatement, the arti
cles compofing this fum or £970,000 are, when it is necef- 
fary to increafe the amount o f  Britiih manufactures, added 
to them, under the name of colonial do. or manufaâures, 
and when it is neceffary to fwell the quantum of foreign 
articles, fuppjied by Britain to Ireland, in order to ihew the 
prodigious gain of the former, then they are again brought 
back and taken credit for as foreign articles.

T o  fave the reader trouble, and to make the matter 
more clear, I will clafs the articles of  the account No. 3, 
under certain heads, ihewing the nature of  them, and their 
fereral ufes, with the amount in value, under each head.

A R T I C L E S  F O R  T H E  USE O F  L I N E N  M A N U F A C T U R E .
No. I .  

Aflies Pearl 
----- - pot,
Barilla,
Flax rough, 
Hemp rough, 
Linfecd,

9.205
5 -462

79-145
D Y I N G
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No. 2;
Cochineal, - - 3767
Indigo, -  -  14,400
Logwood, - - 4 4 x^
Madder,  - -  6202
Rcchvood, -  - 2719

R A W  M A T E R I A L S .

N o .  3.
Mahogany, - * 2288
Oak T im b e r ,  -  -  676
W o o d  ftaves, - - 32,868
Iron in bars, -  -  54,700
Raw and thrown filk, -  66,243
Deer  (kins, in hair, - 6305
Brimftone, - -  2960
T ra in  Oil ,  -  - 3240
Tallow, , - -  4267
Tar ,  -  -  y  1527
Turpentine ,  -  -  854
Saltpetre, -  - 9360
C o t to n W o o l ,  -  - 30*374
Spanifh W ool ,  - - 4959
M ohair ,  -  -  2324

A R T I C L E S  O F  C O N S U M P T I O N .

N o .  4.
T ea ,  - -  367,887
Coffee, -  -  1237
Currants, -  -  1009
Pepper,  - - 5533
Ricc,  r  -  - 1103
R u in ,  -  -  14,893
Tobacco, -  - 165,717 •
Beef ,  -  -  982

F O R  O U R  R E F I N E R I E S ,

31585

222,945

558,36!

N o .  5 
Sugar, 505,716 - 505,716

E M A N U F A C T U R E S *
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M A N U F A C T U R E S .

No. 6.
China W a re ,
Callicoes,
Muflin,

499
1826

646

2 9 7 *
D R U G S .

N o .  7.
Saccharum Saturni, 
Succus Liquoritiæ,

N o.  8» M I S C E L L A N E O U S .

1349
2736 -  4085

63,366 •  63,366

£1,468,173 £ l 5468j I 73
Having flated the articles o f  which the account No.  31s 

made up, I again fay, that it is impoflible for  any man to 
point out the articles o f  manufacture, for which Mr. Fofter 
has taken credit to the amount of  £970,poo, under the head 
of colonial manufaâures, I therefore beg leave to fay that 
this fum ought not to have been credited to Britain under 
this head.

But Mr. Fofter ftates, that he Includes in this fupn* 
all Eaft India and colonial produce, now I afk how is it that 
he can take upon him, to give credit to Britain, for the pro
duce of  the Eaft and Weft Indies, including the article o f  
tea, to the amount of  £367,887, which is the growth and 
produce of China, and not of  any Britifh colony, and at the 
fame time, deny to Ireland credit for her provifions, how 
does he diftinguifh between their articles of confumption, 
fuch as tea, coffee, currants, pepper, rum, tobacco, and 
our articles o f  beef, pork,, bacon and butter ; between 
their rice and our corn ; can he argue that tea, an article 
confumption, the produce of China, is -a manufacture 
Britain, and that beef, pork, butter, &c. are not manufac
tures of  Ireland; but he fays, that if the articles io the 
account No. 3, are not manufactures actually, they may 
be deemed fo, on account of  the employ o f  labour in the 
colony, and in the fhipping : Is there no labour in the vari
ous procédés o f  curing provifions ? Is there no labour in 
agriculture, in the raifing of corn, or in converting it into 
flour, oatmeal, malt, &c. O r  is there no ufe of  ihipping 
m fending corn or provifions to Britain ?

Mr. Fofter iníifts peremptorily, that the only article of  
manufacture exported from Ireland, is linen, and he ftatcs

provifions
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pfûvifions, as a raw  material, and this is done for the pur- 
pofe o f  making a balance upon the article o f  manufafture 
exported in favour o f  Britain, which he could not do, 
even by the addition o f  the ^ 9 7 0 ,0 0 0  o f  colonial produce, 
which he had no right to introduce ; i f  any man can doubt 
for a moment,  whether beef, butter, pork, bacon, and 
corn, are manufactures, let him firft advert to M r .  Fofler 
in page 106, where he is ilating M r .  Adam Smith’s opinion 
that the union o f  Scotland did not promote the trade or 
manufacture o f  that country, he there quotes M r .  Smith’s 
words in 1775, v *z * <c o f  all commercial advantages which 
Scotland has derived from the union, the rife in the price 
o f  cattle, is perhaps the greatefl,” on which M r .  Fo iler  
makes this r emark— T h e  live cattle, on which we have 
laid duties, to check their export .”  N o w ,  for which rea- 
fon, ihould we check their export ? W h y  becaufe we 
looked upon live cattle as a raw material , the exporting o f  
which deprived Ireland o f  the numerous advantages arifing 
from the flaughtering and manufacturing o f  them ; and 
then let him take into his confideration, the procédés 
neccffary to be gone through, and the number o f  perfons 
and trades employed in confequencc o f  the making and 
exporting o f  butter, the flaughtering and making up, and 
exporting of  beef, pork, and bacon ; I  ihall enumerate a 
•ew o f  them ; the importing r f  fait, ilaves, and iron, the 
manufacturing o f  hoops andcaiks; the perfons employed in 
faltingand curing the beef, pork, and bacon ; and in making 
and falting the butter ; the making them up in caiks,
u u<rcJ°Per,ng the ca^ s » the tanning and dreifing. 

‘ he hides ; the working up the leather in all the branches 
©t trade, m which it is employed; the making o f  
ioap and candles o f  the tallow ; the working o f  the horns 
and hoops to their proper ufes, &c. the- raifing o f  corn, 
ploughing, fowing, reaping, flacking, threihinç, grinding, 
making into flour, meal or malt, into bread, bifcuit, &rc. or 
the exporting o f  it ; all which, and many other circumilances 
not Itated, are fully fufficient to convince any man, not only 
that provifions are manufadures in themfelves, but that 
many other manufactures depend upon them.

T h u s  wc fee what M r.  Fofter calls accurately detailing 
his rtatements. from the printed accounts o f  M r .  Irvin?, 
which fortunately fell into his hands ; M r.  Irving rtatcs the 
amount o f  the value o f  Englifh and Iriih produds and 
inanulactures, imported into and exported from each coun-

£  3 t r j
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try, and makes a great balance in favour of Ireland ; M r. 
Fofter, by cutting off at once above one half of the account, 
makes a fmall balance in favour of  Britain.

Mr. Irv ing. fiâtes our provifions as manufactures, and 
makes them a part of  that balance; M r.  Fofler makes our 
provifions raw materials. Mr. Irving, liâtes the produce of 
the Eafl and Weft Indies as foreign merchandize; Mr. 
Fofter ftiles them by the name of colonial manufactures : 
and having cut off above one half of our own manufactures, 
lie adds thefe to the amount of Britiih, in order to give a 
balance in favour of  Britain in the article o f  manufactures.

M r.  Irving fuppofes that Ireland has fome advantage, by 
drawing from England annually no lefsafum than 2.910.724/. 
by the fale of  its provifions; Mr. Fofter, by ingcniouily 
changing the names 01 things, and converting our proviííons 
into raw materials, and new chriflening them, by the name 
of articles of  prime neceffity, would perfuade us that we 
were not reaping an advantage by the bringing into this 
country annually 2.910.724/. but on the contrary, conferring 
an high obligation on Britain, by permitting her to purchafe 
our provifions to fuch an amount. A man would really be 
led to imagine, from M r.  Fofter’s mode of flating this 
argument, that Ireland made a prefent of  thefe articles o f  
prime neceffity to England, and that flhe never could do with
out them.f Mr. Fofter may have forgotten, but I believe 
the landed gentlemen and the graziers o f  Ireland do not for
get, that it is but a very few years fince this country was 
allowed the liberty of conferring this obligation on England, 
the fending our provifions there ; and yet that country exifted 
without thepi-r and the confequencc of that liberty has been, 
the raifing the prices of  the produce of our lands, to treble 
c f  what they were before ; bringing into Ireland in ready 
money annually, the immenfe fum of 2.910.224/. enriching 
the merchant, highly incrcafing the profits of  the tenant, 
and exceedingly adding to the income of  the landed gentle
men, and the general wealth of the kingdom.

M r.  Irving ftates every branch o f  trade by its proper 
name, end takes credit for it, under its own proper head; 
M r .  Fofter gives new names to things, and takes credit for 
them, juft as it fuits the convenience of  his arguments.

■f Nits, I t  2ppcfii5 from Lord Auckland’s fpcech, page 53, that the fupply of 
^esf -which we lend to England, including that ior the navy, is lefs than one third of 
whet is annually fold in Srcithfield, London,

• t  *
Upoa
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U pon the whole, I think I have (hewn, that M r. Fofler î  
flatements o f  the trade and intercourfe between G rea t-B n -  
tain and Ireland, are neither fair in themfelves, nor truly 
detailed from  M r. Irving’s printed accounts.

And now as I  think it highly neceffary that the people of  
this country ihould be made acquainted with the leal ftate 
o f  their trade with all nations, I íhall give a ftatement cf 
the import and export trade o f  Ireland with all the world ; 
her trade with Great-Britain fmgly, and with Great-Britain 
and her colonies : (hewing what proportion of her com merce 
ihe carries on with Great-Britain, what with the colonics, 
and what with Great-Britain and the colonies, and what 
with the reft o f  the world, on a feven year’s average ; taken 
from the cuftom-houfe books o f  Ireland, and valued accord
ing to the old cuftçm-houfç rates.

T h e  exports from Ireland to all the world, for
feven years, to Lady-day 1 797^ *s valued at ^34*394*^99 

T h e  average o f  each year amounts to - 4 -9 13-557
Seven years average export to Great-Britain 

alone «■ * 3 ,9°9*94'^— " ■ I —T—
Seven years average export to all the reft o f  the

world -  1 .003.611

From  this account it appears, that the exports from Ire 
land to Great-Britain alone, amounts to j  o f  her whole 
exports.

T h e  imports into Ireland from all the world*, 
for feven years, to Ladyrday 1797, are valued 
at -  - - -  £ 29 .075 . 1 7 $

T h e  average of each year amounts to ~ 4 *15 3 '59e3
Seven years average import from Great-Britain

alone ■* «* •  2 .901*850

Seven years average import from the reft o f  the
woríd - - 1 . 2 5 1 . 74s
This account ihews that Ireland imports from G reat-  

Britain J  o f  her whole imports.

Seven years exports from Ireland to Britain £27.369.627 
Seven years imports from Britain into Ireland ' 20.312.956

Balance r 7.056.671
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Seven years *verage exports from Ireland to 
Britain - * /

Seven years average imports from Britain into 9 94 

Irdand - - - 2901.850
Y early  average balance -  _ x . o ^ ë

B y  this account v/e fee the balance in favour o f  Ireland.

Seven years exports from Ireland to the Britilh 
colonies 
ïven yea 
colonies

colonies _ r
Seven years imports into Ireland from Britifli ■*'/4 ' 25r

colonies - .. ’ ,1.462.217
Balance in favour o f  Ireland ' .  8x2,034

Seven years average exports from Ireland to 
xSritiih colonies -  .  r  g

Seven years average imports into Ireland from
colonies .  .  ^  m

Yearly balance in favour o f  Ireland "116.005

Thus we fee that there is yearly a balance againft the 
colonies o f  1 1 6 . 0 0 5 in favour of  Ireland.

Seven years exports from Ireland to Britain and 
her colonies - _ r  5 - 0 0

Seven years imports from Britain and her colo- 1
mes into Ireland -  -  21.771.a71

Balance in favour o f  Ireland -  ~~7.872.607

Seven years average exports from Ireland to 
Britain and her colonies - r ,  2, . g , Q

Seven years average imports from Britain and
per colonies into Ireland -  3.110.181

Yearly balance in favour o f  Ireland 1.124.658

,v J . rc°"? *h’s acc°unt it appears, that upon a comparifon of 
the tsade between Ireland and Great-Britain and her colo
nies, the balance 15 annually 1.124.658 /. in favour of  Ire-

Seven
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Seven years average export from Ireland to the

whole world -  - £ \  9 l 3*557
Seven years average export from Ireland to 

Britain and her  colonies - 4*234-839

Seven years average export from Ireland tQ the 
reft o f  the world -  -  678.718

Seven years average import into Ireland from
all the world - - , .£4-153-596

Seven years average import into Ireland from
Britain and her colonies -  3 .n o .  181

Seven years average import into Ireland from
the reft o f  the world - -  1.043.415

Seven years average export to all the. world
cxcept Britain and her colonies - 678.718

Y early  balance againft Ireland -  364-69?

Upon the whole o f  thefe accounts it appears, that o f  the 
whole export trade o f  Ireland, * is with Great-Brirain and 
her colonies; and that the balance o f  trade with each is in 
favour o f  Ireland; whereas in the other feventh the balance 
is againft Ireland. And that in the import trade o f  Ireland* 
J  of it is with Great-Britain  and her colonies; and with 
each the balance is in favour o f  Ireland ; whereas in the 
e ther fourth the balance is againft her.

T h is  being the ftate o f  the general trade o f  Ireland with 
all the world, it muft ftrike every man who reads it, that 
her profperity and her wealth depend entirely upon her 
intercourfe and connexion with G reat-Britain  ; and it is 
peculiarly neceflary, in times like the prefent, that the people 
o f  this country ihould know this great tru th , and that they 
ihould be made acquainted, and properly imprefTed, with the 
liberality o f  the Britiih legiilature to them, both in their 
com merce and m anufaâures, and the groat and important 
advantages which they have derived therefrom ; and I think 
this cannot be done in ftronger words than thofe ufed by 
M r . Fofter, in 1785. In page n o  o f  Woodfall’s debates, 
he fays, “  Britain imports annually from  us, 2,500,000 o f  
our produits, all, or very nearly all, duty free, and cove
nants never to lay a duty on them. W e  import about 
1,000,000 o f  her’s, and raife a revenue on almoft every 
article o f  ir, and referve lire power o f  continuing that reve- 

1 • nuc.
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nue. She exports to us fait for our fiflieries, and provifions ; 
Hops, which we cannot grow ; Coals, which we cannot 
raife; T in ,  which we have not, and Bark which we can
not get clfcwhere ; and all thefe without referving any duty, 
or a power to impofe affy on them ; though her own fubjeôs 
pay 2,x. 3d. or 4*. a chaldron for her own Coals fent coaft- 
ways, and in London 71.”

Again page 193, he ilates thus ; <c the gentleman (viz.Mr. 
G rattan,) fays England, is as  dependant on Ireland, as Ire
land is on England, he inftances the cotton and other yam 
o f  Ireland. W hat call cotton yarn a fabrick of Ireland, 
and an export to Britain. It is a miftake o f  his expreiiion, 
he cannot be fo ignorant o f  our manufa&ures. Let us 
look into the wants Britain fiípplies. I will take coals firft.

44 Do you think it an ob jeáo fno  confequcnce to [receive 
coals from England for ever, duty free, while the duty on 
coals in England, brought from one o f  her own Ports to 
another, is very high. I remember when I propofed a 
fhilling a ton on the importation of coals into Dublin only, 
in order to raife a fund for extending and beautifying the 
city, it met with great oppofition, I was abufed in a /1 the 
news-papers ; yet, now England may- raife four times that 
fum upon the export o f  her coals, which will fail upon the 
confumer, and raife a revenue for her advantage ; nay, were 
(he even to raife the revenue on them , to you, that ihe 
.does on her own coaft carriage, what would become of 
you ? you have not Iriíli coals, if the prcfent bounty of 2 
a ton to Dublin, added to is . 8d. duty on Britifh, which 
operates as 3s. 8*/. in favor of In ih  coal, will not bring them 
what will you do ? bccaufe no carriage can be fo cheap to 
you," as that acrofs the channel.”

“  Rock-fait is the next, where will you get it ?”
As to the tanner’s trade, where will you get bark ? from 

no place in the world except England, we know that it 
would not bear the freight from any other, and if England 
was to prohibit the export of it, that trade muft be at an 
end j and we mull not forget that the Britiih manufacturers 
of leather, have already complained, that by getting bark 
from Wales, we are enabled to work on as good terms as
England.” . .

“  Let him look to bops ; will this country grow them . 
O n the other hand, what wants do we fupply for England ? 
W ool and linen yarn, to our own g r e a t  advantage; but it is 
m vain to proceed \ the Houfe muft fee that we are talking

of
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oi  a iub jeft hot yet underftobd; when known, and Ireland 
unprejudiced, and in her calm reafon, will never r e je d  the 
many blcflïngs it holds out to her trade ; it gives wealth and 
fecurity, which I truft will never be refufed, from a wild 
imagination o f  Utopian republics, com mon wealths, m onar
chies, G o d  knows what.”

I  now refer the reader to the account, marked N o . 15, 
in M r .  Irving's rerurns, and annexed to this work, N o. S, 
it will appear from this account, that on an average o f  four 
years to 1799, we exported from Ireland to Britain, o f  our 
p roduâs  end m anufaâures to the amount o f  5,510,825/. 
annually, and that we imported into Ireland, upon the 
Tame average o f  the p roduâs  and manufactures o f  Britain* 
2,087,672/. leaving a balance in favour o f  this country, o f  
3,425,153/. and it appears fu rther from the account N o. 2, 
that o f  the fum o f  2,087,672/. fo exported to Ireland, np 
leis a fum than 447,000/. confided o f  articles o f  the na
ture o f  raw materials, fuch as Allum, Tanner's  Burk, Coals, 
Hop?, Rock-falt, &c. many o f  which nre eilential to the 
manufactures o f  Ireland.

F rom  the account N o . 9 , it further appears, that the 
total value o f  the exports from Ireland into Britain, amount* 
cd to 5,612,000/. and that the imports from Britain into 
Ireland were only 3,555,000/. including in both cafes fo
reign merchandize imported through the medium o f  the c%e 
country into the other, and that there was o f  courfe a clcar 
balance in favor o f  Ireland o f  2,056,000/.

N  ow we not only gain this great balance upon the whole 
rcfult o f  our dealings with G rea t Britain, but if  we exa
mine minutely the account N o . i ,  wc ihall find that our 
exports conflit but o f  a few great articles, foi* which we 
could find a market in no other part o f  the world, that I  
know of, to any extent.

M r .  Fofter acknowledges the value of the market which 
Britain affords us for our linens, but he denies that the 
profperity and increafe of-that manufacture, is owing to 
th e  duties impofed by Britain on foreign linens, or to the 
bounty given by Britain on the export o f  Iriih linen, or 
that it depends at all upon the Briti/h parliament, andadepts* 
that it owes its prefeilt flouriíhing flate* to the foftcring care 
o f  the Iriih parliament.

I ihall decline entering into this argument at large, it will 
1« fuiHcicnt to Confider matters as they are ; although were I 

Je liver an opinion upon the fubjeCt, I (houldnot bcfitate t©
F  ’ fy f,



( 34 )

fay,' that both the* duty on foreign linen, aifd alfo th« 
bounty on the export o f  Irifh linen from Britain, muil 
have eflentially contributed to the increafe and profperity of 
©ur manufa&ure.

T h a t  a heavy duty on foreign linens, amounting at pre- 
fent on an average, to 361. 10s. per cent, on the rated value, 
and in the loweft inftance to 33/. 6 t .  8 d. per cent. muil 
have a very confiderable effeâ  towards fecuring the Engliih 
market to Iriih linens againil a rival commodity, appears 
to me to be feff evident.

I f  foreign linens with fuch a duty on them, can find 
their way into the Britifh market, in oppofition to the Iriih, 
can there be a doubt, that the Iriih would have been driven 
out if thefe duties had not been impofed, and we oughe 
ftrongly to acknowledge the kindnefs of England, in laying 
cn thefe duties, in order to give us a preference in her mar-» 
kct : i . Bccaufe it is a notorious fa£t, that by her doing fo, 
(he has injured the fale o f  her own weollen manufa&ures* 
in the foreign markets ; duties having been laid upon them, 
in return for thofe impofed upon foreign linens. And 2. 
Becaufe it is clear, that by her impofing thefe duties, ihe 
confumes not only the quantity of foreign linen ihe ufes, at 
36/. ior. per cent, higher than fhe would do, was there no duty 
on them ; but alfo that ihe confumes near 30,000,000 yards 
o f  Irifh linen, at fuch advanced price as the foreign linen 
could afford to underfell them by, which in this cafe appears 
to be 36/. io j. per cent. \ which upon about 41,000,000 of

Îards, the quantity of foreign and Iriih linen confumed in 
Britain, valuing the linen at i t . -8d. a yard, will amount to 

no lefb a fum than f ,  18-4,333/. a year; to which is to be 
added 29,232/. the bounty paid on export, total 1,213,565/. 
.which England does now actually pay, for the encourage
ment of the Irifh linen manufacture.

Let us now confide r what has been the operation of thefc 
high duties upon foreign linens ; which I ihaN endeavour to 
thew, from a comparative view o'f the import and confump- 
tion of Irifh and foreign linen in Britain, in the year 1785 
and .1798.

I have heard the confumption o f  linen in England, efli- 
mated at 65,cco,oco o f  yards annually -r and as it is imma
terial whether this eilimute be right or wrong, in this cafe,

the companion is to ‘be m«dc between the Iriih and the 
foreign linens $ I ihall «íliune that this calculation is a true



Total quantity o f  linen confumed in England 
in 1785

Ireland imported o f  that quantity 
O f  which was re-exported

Rem ained for confumption

And foreign countries imported 
O f  which was re-exported

Remained for confumption 

O f  courfe Britain fupplied

Confumption o f  England in 1798

Ireland imported o f  that quantity 
O f  which was re-exported

Remained for confumption

Foreign countries imported 
O f  which was re-exported

R ïmained for confumption 

O f  courfe Britain fupplied

From  this ftatement it appears, that the quantity 
o f  foreign linen exported from Britain in 
1785, was 4P  - 

T h a t  the quantity of In ih  was

Excefs o f  foreign 

T h a t  the quantify o f  Iriih exported from Bri-
. tain in i7 9 8> was

And o f  foreign r  -

Excefs o f  Iriih

T h a t  the quantity o f  foreign linen confumcc) in 
England, in 1785, was 

And o f  Íriíh

Excefi o f  foreign
F  2
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21.000.00d
2.500.000

27.000.000
8.000.000

35.300.610
6.429.476

14.763.014
3.014.850

y  a  du

65.000 CO©

18.500.000

19.000.000

27.500.000

65.000.00© 

28.871.134

I I . 748.164

24.3S0.702

65.000.000

8.000.000
2.500.00Q

5.500.000

6.429.476
3.014.850

3.414.626

19.000.000
18.500.000

500.000
Thaç
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1 hat the quantity of Iriih co n fu ted  in 1795,

aT  % r  * " “ 2M 71.134
And o f  foreign -  .  • x 1 . 7 4 8 ^

E x c efs  o f  î r î ih 17.122.970
T hat Iceland imported for confhmption into 

England, in 1793 .  „ 2,3.871.134
And in 1785, fee imported only -  18.500.000

Increafe 10.371.134
T h a t foreign countries imported into England 

for c o e m p t io n ,  in 1785 .  19.000.000
And in 17.98 only -  -  - 11.748.164

Decreafe 7.251.836

j. hat Ireland imported"into Britain for tc-ex-
portation, in 1798 - 5.429.476

And in 1785 only - .  2.500.000

Increaic, -- -  3-929-476

Thst-  foreign countries imported îhto England °
for re-exportation, «11785 .  . 8 000.000

And. m 1798 only - .  3.014.626

Decrc3Íb -  -  4-985.374

T h e  ftatement here given is made upon fingle years • 
n  would be much Wronger, were it made upon the average
o. ten years, given by Mr. Irving in the account No. 8, for 
cccordjiig to that account, the average quantity of linen ex
ported from Ireland in ten years, to 1798, was 35,544,607 
And by No. 9 , the quantity re-exported was 5,343,440

Leaving for confumption - .  30,201,167

From the.confideràtion of thefe feveral ilatements, it is 
evident, that under the prefent fyfiem of laws, and under 
the operation of the high duties upon foreign linens, the Iriih 
miens are, in every in,'Tance, fuperfedinsf the foreign in the 
Britiih markets ; and in like manner it ihould feerfi, from 
the progrefs which our manufaSure has made, fince the 
year 1743» when the export bounty in England was granted,

th^t
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rhat we are equally indebted to that country, for this o£h#r
ulitance o f  her liberality.

T h is  progrefs will bed appear by tho following table :

An account o f  the  quantity o f  linen-cloth exported from  
Ireland, upon an average of fcven years, from the year 
1715, to the year 1742, the year before the bounty upoij 
export was granted in England, and from thence to tha 
year 1798.

7 Tears to Tards.

1721 -  2 '334-^43
1728 -  4.660.355
* 7 3 5  -  4 . 1 9 6 . J 0 6
1742 -  6.384.953
1 7 4 9  r  7 . 7 1 5 . 2 2 5
1 7 5 Ó  -  i j .  7 9 6 . 3 6 1

1763 -  J4 -5 H .973
1770 r  17.776.863
* 7 7 7  -  '  2 0 . 3 5 2 . 2 3 9
1784 2 0 . 0 6 3 . 9 7 7

* 7 9 * r  3 5 . 4 9 2 . 5 9 9
1 7 9 8  »  4 1 . 6 7 0 . 6 5 9

I f  we wanted any further proof e f  the efficacy o f  bounty 
upon «ur linen m anufadure, I would re fe r  the reader to 
M r. Foiler’s fpeech in 1785, page n o ,  he there fays,

“  As to bounties, England aim oft ruined our manufacture 
of iail-cloth by bounties on her own to Ireland, in 1750, or 
thereabouts, when her bounty commenced, w e  exported 
m ore than we imported, and in r 784, we exported none, 
and imported-1 go,ocro yards.”

Surely then, if the bounty on Britifh fail-cloth, could 
fo fuddenly annihilate our manufacture, the bounty received 
by our fin en on exportation from Britain, m uíí have had 
confiderable influence in promoting- the profperity o f  that 
jrianufa&ure.

Again, M r. Fbfîer dates, in his printed fpeeçh o f  this 
}eai, page 85, <c T hat the bounty commenced in 1743* 
and operated as 12 per cent. on Briti'fh, and 6J. per cent, only 
on Irifh linen, the remaining 5^ compenfating the charges o f  
ineght, commiflion, &c. from Ireland to Britain, by which 
unequal encourage ment, the export o f  Britifh rofe in 1767,

B t0 r(iat *~ince which time, the export'
0Î x>ritilh has fo increafcd our Irifli, that the proportion of

the



(  3* )

rVic bcunty h now âs 82^935 IS t0 24>959  ̂ ^  ^ en n̂c ^  
fercncs o f  ^  per cent. bounty, in favour of Hntifh hncn, a.» 
oppofed to lnílij ' Aiall have had the effeâ. here ilated, \vill 
not 6 f  per cent, in favour o f  Iriíh, as oppofed to foreign 
linen, produce as gréât an effeCfc in favour of the Iriih.

And here, before I quit this part of the fubject, let me 
draw the reader*s attention to this obfervation, that if Bri
tain, at this day, can fupply fo gre^t a proportion of hej 
own confumption of linen, as has been herein fhewn, and 
that fuch a bounty as ihe gave upon fail-cloth in 1750, or a 
différence of. 5! percent, in the bounty on export, fhali, in 
the one inflance, annihilate one fpecies of opr manufacture, 
and in the other, give fo decided an • advantage, in every 
other fpecies of our linen export from England, can any man 
fav withtruth, that this manufaâure did not, or does not, 
in'any degree, depend upon the will, the liberality, or the 
generofity o f  the Brifiih Parliament, God forbid that any 
confideration fhould ever induce Britain to try experiments 
upon this fubjeft, but: as fuch are pofTible, I join heartily m
th e fe n t im e n ts  o f  M j \  F o i le r ,  in *785 , Pag f  U A s th c  
p ro p o rt io n s  th en  u n d e r  confide raj ion, would  fo r  e v e r  co n 
firm  all th e  advantages w e  derive  f ro m  o u r  linen tra d e ,  and 
bind England f ro m  m aking  a n y l a w ,  th a t  can  b e  injurious 
to  it. ;  fu re ly ,  g en tlem an , w h o  re g a rd  th a t  t r a d e ,  and 
w h o fe  fo rtunes  and rents depend on its p ro fp e r i ty ,  will^not 
en ter ta in  a m o m e n t’s doubt about em brac ing  an offer w n icn
will fecure  it.”  v  ,

Jt appears by the account No. 10, t n a t i  I  aras.
the total export of linens from Ireland, upon >415670,659
a n  average o f  7 years 101798, amounted to 3
o f  which there was exported to Britain and 7 36,908,574
the Britifh fettlements, - J
and to the United States o f America, -  3>a 5b>399
end to the reft of the world, -  . 9 ° 5’6^0
fo that f  of our export of linens go to Britain, and the
Brifiih (ettlement? ; where then are we to look tor a m ar
ket for I  of our linens, if any misfortune ihould deprive us
o f  the britifli ? f

M r. Foiler tells us indeed, in page 88 a n d  89, ot ms 
fpeech of this year, “  T hat if our linen was prohibited, to 
the Britirti ports, it is impoflible to lorefee what ports we 
may fnd , what returns we may get, a n d  in thole how much 
of what ihe now fupplies us with, may be included. e 
know our linens, brat the German and the Ruffian in the 
“ * Am erica
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JbntrUan ik a rh tn thef  are preferred e v e n ts  the Scotch, 
and no nation can bring the fabric to the pcrfe&ion we do, 
not perhaps fo much from fuperior (kill, as from the pecu
liar fitnefs o f  our climate for bleaching, which gives a 
pleafing whitenefs and durability, that no other bleached 
linen poireÎTes.”
* “  W e  know,”  he fays, “  that Spain end Portugal, confumc 
an immenfity not only at home, but in their extended colo
nies, which their fabricks do not fumiih, and which we 
were beginning to fupply. In no place are we protc&ed 
againft-German linens, except in Britain, and yet ours is 
finding its way almoft every w here.”

I refer the reader to the account N o . 10, above quoted, 
and I deiire to know where thofc places arc, to which olir 
linens are finding their way, fo as to fupply the place or the 
Brrtifh market \ no fuch places appear to m e, upon the face 
o f  our accounts, and I am afraid that none fucii will ap
pear, and o f  this opinion was M r. Foiler in 1785, when in 
anfwering M r. G rattan , page 193, he fays—

44 Gentlem en feem to undervalue the Britiíh market? 
for our linen, and that if  Britain ihafl d'l(courage their 
import, they will find vent elfewhere, I would aik them 
w here would they expe£t to find a market to favour tUç 
linens o f  Ireland ? where will they find a market under 
Heaven for that m anufaâure , which now brings 2,000,0001. 
annually into the kingdom ? W ifi Portugal take them ? Wili 
Spain take them ? W ill France take them ? N o  ; they will 
not. W ill RuJJia, Germany or Holland take them ? 1 hey 
are your proteiTed rivalr, and able to underfell you. W h e re  
then will you find a market, it England (huts her ports ? 
W ill  vou go to the Wed: Indies ? You cannot go to the 
Engliih colonics, they will be like Britain ; there you can 
have no admittance. T h e  ...French, Spaipi’ih, and ro r tu ;  
guefe have (hut their ports long fin ce— your only market 
then is, in the bankrupt States o f  North America, that hare 
jiot money to pay their juil debts, and many provinces o f  
which, if  they Rad the money, have not perhaps the 
honeity to do it. This bankrupt country is to give you the 
jnarket Britain affords.— N o , 110 ; cheriih the market you 
have, you will never get fo good ; ilie ever exports with 
bounty for you ; and ficre let me obfervc the benefits o f  
exporting duty free all our fabrics through her ports, which 
this fettlcmcnt fecures.”

You firil found the way for your linens to foreign 
plaer.% through her peris* bv her capital, aad extent <>{ 

* 1



(  40 )

sealing -, do not refufe the like for yoftr other fibrîèi, *hé
profperity o f  the linen ihould teach you,’*

How are thefe fentiments o f  his in 1785, to be reconciled to 
his opinion in 1799, given in pages 68 and 89, before quoted? 
O r  with hisaflertions in page 82— ‘‘ That neither the Britifh 
duties on foreign linens, nor the Britiih bounties -on Irifh 
linens, exported from Britain, are caufes o f  the prosperity o f  
our linen trade; and that foreign colony produce could be pro
cured and paid for, by our linens, and that an extended and 
very beneficial market might be opened thereby.”

I am equally at a lofs to reconcile other paragraphs of 
thefe two celebrated fpeeches, for inftance, M r. Fofter ift
* 799» PaSe 77 fays*

“  W e  are told in the fame glaring parade o f  general 
aflertion, that this proje£t will give us a full participation of 
ail the extended commerce, and with it of all the wealth of 
Britain, the greateft and proudeft country under Heaven; that 
fhe offers a full partnerihip. W h y  fir, this talk might do 
to people who are ignorant, but let me* tell you* and no man 
can contradiâ me, that we are as free to trade to all the 
world, a? Britain is at this moment ; and that if  the minifter 
was to aik me, what benefit he could offer* what trade he 
could open, what manufa&ures he could promote, my an- 
fwer, and I fpeak it from a firm convfctron, would be this 
— You can give us nothing, and my only requeft on the part 
o f  Ireland is, that you w ill let us aloneV

I fpeak not o f  fome trifling articles* which poffibly 
in hunting through the book of rates, might occur on paper, 
but thev are few, if any, and of fo little moment, that they 
are not felt, for it would require a hunt to find them.”

In 1785, page 106, M r. Fofter fays <c Great Britain 
offers to take us into partnerihip in her trade, ihe an old 
eftabliihed country, raifed by commerce alone, to a height 
above any other European power, invites us to partake o f  
the means that raifed her to wealth and greatnefs, to a full 
and equal fhare in that trade, which coft her millions to 
obtain, and will colt her millions to preferve.”

In page 192* in anfwer to Mr. Grattan, he fays, 
c< 7 'he Right Hon. Gentleman fays we might have 

foreign trade without entering into this meafure, and that 
England, as to foreign trade, gives us no right which we 
already have not ; as to colony trade, he fays ihe give:, u* 
what we had before, on the former conditions that we give 
her colony produits a preference in our market ; and there
fore, he fays, cannot w f remain at w t now art*

'•«  W ith
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(( W ith  refpeft: to the colony trade,” replies M r.F  o i le r / '  i 
anfwer, we hold it by the g ift o f Britain and ihe may repeal 
her aft and reafjume her monopoly. As to foreign trade, í  
have ihewn that it is no way affeQed, except by the prefe
rence to be given to Britiih colony goods, againft thofc of 
foreign colonies, but why does the gentleman alfude to P o r
tugal ? It is the ftron^eft meafure againil him : Portugal has 
prefumed to diftinguiih between the goods o f  G rea t Britain 
and the goods o f  Ireland, ihe will not receive the latter, 
but if  this fettlcment is entered into, all our goods ihe can 
have, may go dutyfree through Britain ; tlie diftinâion be
tween Britiih and Iriih manufa&ure is loft, as to foreign 
nations ; our goods arc made one phyfically* as well as po
litically, in rcfpect to foreign 
the freedom of intercourfe.” 

M r. Fofter fays further in 
page 77, “  W h a t  port in the 
known world can a Britiih 
ihip go to frcm  Britain, that 
an Iriih ihip cannot go with 
the  fame cargo from Ireland ? 
W h a t  article, great or ímaU, 
can a Britiih ihip import into 
Britain, or .reland, that 
an Irifh ihip cannot import 
equally into Ireland orBritain?
I  fpeak not o f  the Eaft-India 
fcttlcments, though Ireland is 
as free to them, a» Britain is. 
W h a t  m anufaâure  can B r i
tain cftablifh, or encourage, 
which Ireland is not equally 
free by law to do. I f  new 
fources o f  trade in ail be open
ed by conqueft, or by treaty, 
Jo  they not belong equally, 
and at the fame inftant to 
Ireland ?”

44 I aik thofe queiUons e x 
plicitly, and I defy any man 
to ihew an inftance.”

and our union cemented oy

M r. Fofter in 1785, has 
h im ielf anfwered thefe ques
tions mo it explicitly, when 
he laid.

That we hold thefe rights by 
the g ift o f Britain , and that 

Jhe may repeal her a&> and 
reaffume her monopoly.

In
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In 1799 M r. Fofter, page 
87 and 88 in treating of the 
raw materials furniihed to us 
nrtw by Britain, fuch as coals, 
hops, bark, rock-falt, &c. 
fays

44 Should ralh councils, for
getting the advantages o f  
friendly intercourfe, attempt 
to prohibit or clog thofc arti
cles with duties, which no 
man in either country de
precates more fincerely th^n 
I do, neceflity may compel 
us to fearch for coal, which 
exifts in Ireland, but which 
we have never looked for 
effectually. It would not 
take many years, with pro
per and regular application to 
fupply ourfelves with bark, 
nor perhaps with hops j and 
fait can be got.”

In 178*5% page ï i o > M r. 
Fofter faysjas before quoted.” 
England imports to us fait for 
our fiiheries and provifions 5 
hops, which you cannot 
grow ; coals, which we can
not raife ; tin, which we 
have not, and bark which We 
cannot get elfewhere, &c, 
vide before page 32.

And in page 193 and 194, 
he fays : u  D o  you think it
an objeft o f  no confequence 
to receive coals from Eng
land, for ever, duty free, 
while the duties on coals in 
England brought from one 
o f  her own Ports to another, 
are very high. England may 
now raife any fum on the ex
port of her coals, which wil! 
fall upon the confumer, and 
raife a revenue for her ad
vantage.”

0  Rock-falt is the next, 
where will you get it ?”

<4 As to the tanning-trade, 
where will you get bark ? 
from no place in the world 
but England, and if Ihe was 
to prohibit the export o f  it, 
that trade rnuil be at an end.”  

Let him look to Hops; 
will this country grow them ?

I have quoted thefe laft paragraphs from M r. Porter’s 
fpeech in 1785 ihort, as the whole is before inferred in 
page 32 of this pamphlet.

1 have quoted thefe paragraphs, and oppofed them one to 
the other, juft to (hew with how much eafe M r. Softer 
can make the various articles o f  trade, and raw materials 
of manufactures, fuit his purpofe, he can either raife them 
in Ireland, when he wants them there, for his argument, 
br ihcw the utter impoilibility o f  their being ever raifed

there,
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there, when it fuits him better. W e  can have no coals; 
when it is neceflary to fhew, that we can have no manu
factures, or employment for Britiih capital, for want o f  
fuel ; and w e can fearch for coal, which exifts in Ireland, 
and find it, when it fuits him to make us independent o f  
England for that article.

In  like manner in 1785, rock-falt can be had only from 
England; in 1799, ihould rafh counfels prevail, rock-falt 
can be had, but we are not told from whence.

So in 1785, bark for tanning can be had from England 
alone, and if  lhe witheld it, there muft be an end to the 
tanning trade ; in 1799» ^  would not take many years, by 
proper and regular application, to fupply ourfelves with 
bark.

Hops feem to be a little m ore problematical, it is only 
faid that the fame application might perhaps fupply us with 
hops.

In 1785, G re a t Britain taking us into partnerihip in her 
great trade, would raife us to wealth and greatnefs ; io 
1799, ihe has not any thing to give, and an offer o f  full 
partnerihip is idle talk, fit only to amufe the ignorant.

In 1799, Ireland can in defpite o f  Britain, trade to any 
part o f  the world, and in any article whatever, that B ri
tain can ; but in 1785, we are told that we hold the right of 
trading to Britain and her Colonies, with whom 6 - 7ths of 
our trade is carried on, by the gift o f  Britain, Jhe may repeal 
her and reajfume her monopoly.

In 1785, we are advifed to cheriih the market o f  Britain, 
for our linens, we arc told we never can get fuch another, 
that neither Spain, Portugal, France, G erm any, or H ol
land will take them from us, that England not only takes 
them for her own confumption, but exports them with 
bounty, for us, and we are ftrongly urged not only to con
tinue to fend our linens thus through England, but as we 
have experienced the good effe&s o f  it, in refpeft to them 
to accept o f  the offer then made us, and not rcfufe the like 
advantages for our other fabricks.

In 1799, we are told that neither the high duties impofed 
cn foreign linens, nor the bounty paid by England on the 
export o f  our linen, are the caufe o f  the profperity o f  our 
manufafture, and that if  our linens were prohibited to the 
Britifh Ports, it is impoffible to forefee what Ports we may 
6nd, that we know that Spain and Portugal confume an im-

menfity
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menfity o f  linen in their own countries ancj their iettl^nents, 
which we may fupply; and that as we are not protected 
any where againfl: G erm an linens, cxcept in England, it is 
probable our linen will find a market every where.

To what is it that we are to attribute fuch contradictory 
opinions and arguments ? T h e  explanation I fhall leave to 
my readers; my refpefifc for Mr. Fofter mud prevent m s 
from forming any conje&urcs on the oceafion.



M r. IRVING'S ACCO UN T, No. 4* Appendix, No. 1,

An th‘ Value agreeably to the Prices current o f the Imports from  Ireland into Great Britain , on an Average o f the laft three rears diûU .

"  ‘he fam ‘ Can Le ,h‘ Pr0dUa> m d  ° f  ’"land  from thoje A r L ,Ireland from thojt

Articles the Produft and Manufadture of I reland.

Species of Merchandize.

Cattle, cows and oxen
--------- horfes
------- - fwine
Copper, ore
»--------unwrought
Corn, barley
------ oats
------ oatmeal
------ wheat

flour
Feathers for beds 
Flax, rough 
Hides, ox or cow - 
Kelp
Lard, hogs
Linen plain fhirting " 

and fhèeting I
Other linens 
c f Bacon 
«| J Beef 
I  ) Butter 
£  t  Pork
Rape and linfeed cakes 
Seeds, rape 
Skins, calf raw 
Tallow
Yarn, linen raw
-------woollen or bay
Mifcellaneous articles

Total of foreign ma- 
nufaitures brought 
down

Grand total

}

Rated agreeaoly to 
the Eftimatts in the 
Infpedtor-General's 
Office.

1. s. d.
7 2 , 5 1 7 0 0
14.425 0 0
3,401 0 0
2,283 0 0
4,041 0 0

16,488 0 0
176,049 0 0
22,510 0 0
28,266 0 0
2.498 0 0
3«2 8 7 0 0
1.106 0 0

22,822 0 0
5,887 0 0
5 , 9 9 5

0 0

I * 3 2 I > 5 9 3
0 0

* 9 9
0 0

66,316 0 0
1 9 7 , 2 1 9 0 0
3 1 3 , 7 0 4 0 0
338,606 0 0

' ’5 5 4 0 0
6,056 0 0

31,161 0 0
13,889 0 0

u 6 , 2 T O 0 0
' 5,779 0 0
28,039 0 0

2,821,910 0 0

49,071 0 0

2,870,981
t

0 0

Rate or tea! V aluc agree 
bly to the Prices cur 
rent on a Medium o 
three laft years.

£■$ each 
j£.io each 

£ . i ioj. each

17s. per quarter 
14*. per quarter 
7s. 6d. per boll 

40J. per quarter

£.8  8*. per cwt.

£• i 5J. each 
£ .3  ioj. per ton 

5d. per lb.

i i. 6d. per yard

£.2 5s. per cwt. 
£.3 15J. per barre 
£.1  10s. per cwt

4s. each 
£.2 10s. per cwt. 

2s. 4d. per lb.

Real Value agreeably 
to the Prices cur
rent.

144,450
13,610
10,182
3,196
4.848

17579
205,39Í 

24,884 
35>436

5,710
8,727
1,260

66,375
7.462
9,758

2,600,101

320 
106,056 
588,522 
784,654 
674,981 

1,964 
10,900 
43,293 
32>7 I 5 

243 981 
19,760 
44.719

5, $10,325 

101.864

(5,612,689

o
0
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o o 
o o

o o

Articles not the Produit and Manufacture of I r e l a n d .

Species of Merchandize.

Rated agrtxuùiÿ tu K atcot teal Valueagrcc-i 
the Eitimates in the ably to the Prices cur-J Value agreeably
lnfpe€tor-General’s rent on a Medium oil to Price» cu*- 

thc Years.Office. rent.

Afhes, Pearl
P o t

Baiilla
Grocery, Coffee 
Sugar, Brown 
Tobacco -
Wood Staves 
Wool Cotton 
Mifcçllaneous articles.

f. d.
. . .

0 0 503 per Cwt. 5,467 0 Q
0 0 383 per Cwt. 2,592 0 O
0 0 £.2 2s. per Cwt. 0 O
0 0 £ . 5  I ox. p e r  Cwt. 0 O
0 0, / . 3  per Cwr. 4,128 0 O
0 0 8d. per lb 4,629 0 O
0 0 £ .3  per 120 8,862 0 O
0 0 138^. per lb. 24,548 0 ©0 0 34 335 P O

0 0 101,864 0 P

Signed, THOMAS IRVING,
Infpf dor-General of Imports and Export* of Great-Erikiin. 

21 ft February, 1799.

Note. The infpeaor-Qeneral has in obedience to their LordlLips commands 
endeavoured to afefertain with as much accuracy as in his power, the rtal 
value ot the articles imported from Ireland, on an average of the three 
laft years; and in order that their Lordihips mav be enabled to judge 
how fni tl.efe eft I mares are juftly formed, he has inferred the rate or 
price current oppose to each of the principal articles.

N. B. The Numbers annexed to thefe Accounts, are Mr. Irving’s Numbers.
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Mr. IRVlNG’s ACCOUNT, No. 5. Appendix No, 2;

Ar.Aceuntcf the rated Value, and of the Value agreeably to the Prices current, o f the Produce and Manufafiure o f 
Great Britain, exported to Ireland, on an average of the lafl three Tears, dijlinguijhing the principal Articles : a n d  
alfo dijlinguijlnng Articles of Manu failure from tbofe Articles which are of the nature of Raw Materials.

MANUFACTURED ARTICLES:

Spccie*
of

Merchandize.

Apothecary Ware, 
Apparel, Garments, 
Beer, - - - - - 
Brafs, wrought, - -
------Wire, - - - -
Cattle, Horfes, - 
Chariots and Coaches, - 
Colours, for Painters, - 
Copper, wrought. - 
Cotton?, manufactured, 
Cyder,
Fi/h, cod and ling, 
Herrings, white, - -
Glafs and Earthen-Ware
■------Bottles, -
-------for Windows,
Haberdafhery,
Hoops, feveral forts, - 
iron, caft, - - - -
------wrought.
Leather, tanned, - -
Linens, kentings, -
--------- Lawns, -
—.....—Sail-cloth,
Plate, wrought, filler, 
Provifions, cheefe 
Quilting,
Silk, wrought,
------fewing,
Soap, hard,
------ fofr,
Stationary,
Stockings, thread,
Sconts, llate,
§ugar, refined,
Woollen goods,
Yarn, cotton, 
Mifcellaneóus. -

Tot*)

Rated
or

Oihcial Value

Dcclaxcd Value, 
or

Value agreeable to the 
Prices current.

4.049 0 0 17, 53* 0 0
10,780 0 0 10,780 0 0

5.241 0 0 10,796 0 0
4,529 0 0 11,684 0 0
*>333 0 0 2,333 0 0
5.945 0 0 12,365 0 0
4,816 0 0 18,734 0 0
5.653 0 0 5-6 ç j 0 0

12,218 0 6 H.539 0 0
59,660 0 0 66,619 0 0
3*337 0 0 3.337 0 0
M 44 0 0 M 44 0 0

70,380 0 0 i i 1,506 0 0
3»3IQ 0 0 14*365 0 0
3.665 0 0 4,879 0 0

14,831 0 0 45,53* 0 0
2,690 0 0 33,544 0 0
2 .492 0 0 2,492 0 0
6, 57! 0 0 6,57* 0 0

55,463 0 0 112,589 0 0
10,382 0 0 39.763 0 0
4,673 0 0 4,673 0 0
4,004 0 0 4,004 0 0

11,782 0 0 8,836 0 0
3,57° 0 0 3,57o 0 0
5,272 0 0 10,965 0 0

22,889 0 0 22,889 0 0
7,357 0 0 15*67° 0 0
6,053 0 0 9,321 0 0

305 0 0 328 0 0
1 » S 7 3 0 0 1 » 5 73 0 0
6.167 0 0 6,167 0 0

38,648 0 0 38*648 0 0
4.401 0 0 5.237 0 0

12724 0 0 18,104 0 0
4^0,101 0 0 686,739 0 0

56,022 0 0 36,022 0 0
121,185 0 0 200,273 0 0

,095,615 0 0 1,640,195 0 6

ARTICLES of the NATURE of RAW MATERIALS

Species
o f

Merchandize.

Rated
or

Oftcia! value.

Allum,
Bark, tanner’s,
Coals, Winton meafure, 
Culm,JWinton meafure. 
Hops,
Iron, bar,
7--- Pig,
Lead,
Oil, train.
— vitriol,
Salt, rock,
-----white,
Miscellaneous.

Totaí,

Acct. of manufaftured 7

Declared value 
or

Value agreeable to the 
Pricts current.

£ • £
4,581 0 0 . 5,456 0 0

41,305 0 0 90,517 0 0
322,583 0 0 152,430 0 0

5-227 0 0 3,9*9 0 0
52760 0 0 103,520 0 0
4, «9° 0 0 6,284 0 0
3>«64 0 0 3**64 0 0
4-729 0 0 7,235 0 0
2,987 0 0 4,870 0 0
4,210 0 1 4,210 0 0

22,532 0 0 22,533 0 0
10,875 0 0 10,875 0 0
15,720 0 0 32,465 0 0

493*863 0 0 447*477 0 0

1,095,615 0 0 **643, *95 0 0
■ H

1 *589*678 0 0 2,287,672 0 O

Signed T h o m a s  I r v i n g ,

Infpeftor General of the Imports and 
Exports of Great Britain.

11 ft Feb. 1799.

Note. The real value’s are obtained from the Declaration of the 
Merchants, as to the value of fimilar Goods exported to other 
Countries, under the Aft of laft SelTion of Parliament, common)? 
aclled the Convoy Aft
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M r; I r v i n g ’s A c c o u n t ,  N o . 6. Appendix, N o . 3.

An Account o f  the rated Value, o f  the Value agreeable 
to the Prices current, 0 /  the Foreign Merchandize exported 

from  Great-Britain to Ireland, 0* an Average o f  the la jl 
Three Tears, dijlinguiftnng the principal Articles•

R ated , or official lvalue. R e u l V alus

Afhes, pearl
f-

10 .328
3.
0

d
0

{•
16.375

s.
0

d
O

------ ,  pot - 16.883 0 0 22 .508 0 0

Baril La - - 3 .2 7 9 0 0 8.635 0 O

Brimftone - •* 2 .4 9 0 0 0 2 .9 6 0 0 O
China ware - 6 4 6 0 0 6 4 6 0 O
Sacharum Saturni - 1.1 24 0 0 1-349 0 O

Succus liquoritiæ 2 .752 0 0 2 .736 0 O

Cochineal - 3-391 0 0 3.767 0 O

Indigo r> - 12.266 0 0 14 .400 0 OO
Logwood - 1.702 0 0 4 .4 1 6 0 O
Madder - • 4-353 0 0 6  282 0 O
Mahogany - 3 °43 0 0 2.288 0 O
Red wood - - 2 ,7 1 9 0 0 2 .719 0 O
Flax, rough - 1 1.105 0 0 16 960 0 O
Coffee . « 3 .286 0 0 1.237 0 O
Currants - 844 0 0 1.009 0 0
Pepper m - 5-533 Ó 0 5-533 0 O
Rice - - 1 .259 0 0 1.103 0 O
Sugar m 398 .113 0 0 5° 5-7 16 0 O
T ea a* - 367.887 0 0 367 .887 0 O
Hem p,  rough - 6 .5 7 0 0 0 9.205 0 O
Iron, bar - 35-752 0 0 54.7OO 0 0
Oil, train - 2 .146 0 0 3 . 2 4 ° 0 O
Callicoes - 499 0 0 499 0 O
Mufliris - - 1.826 0 0 1 826 0 O
Beef - 493 0 0 982 0 0
Saltpetre - 11.268 0 0 9 .3 6 0 0 0
Seeds, linfeed - 7 .309 0 0 5-46* 0 0
Silk, Bengal, raw 17.228 0 0 16 565 0 O
------- China - 3.327 0 0 4 6 0 7 0 0
------- Italian - 3-r94 0 0 2 .672 0 0
------- thrown - 52 .949 0 0 4 2 .3 9 9 0 0
Skins, deer, in hair 3 439 0 0 6 .305 0 0
Rum 'mW A - 17.427 0 0 1 4 8 9 3 0 0
T al low - » 2 .746  

1 -737
0 0 4 .267 0 O

Tar - 0 0 1.527 0 O
Tobacco - - 96  212 0 0 165 717 0 0
Turpentine - 797 0 0 8 5 4 0 O
W ood,  (laves, - 8 2 1 0 0 0 32.868 0 O
Timber, oak - 644 0 0 676 0 t>
Wool,  cotton - 12.458 0 0 3°-37 4 0 O
-------- Spanifli - 2.834 0 0 4 959 0 O
Yarn, mohair - 1 -549 0 0 2 324 0 0
Mifcellaneous - 42 .244 0 0 63 366 0 0

T  otnl - i . t 8 r: 86t 0 0 f .468 3 7 \ 0 0

S içn ed ,  T H O M A S  I W V I N G ,  
Trjfffc.'t’’ Ct~ert>/ o f E * f.0 r tj ar.it lm t o 'is  o f  G rc » t-2jritair%.





M r. IRVING’s ACCOUNT, No. 8.

A p p e n d i x  N o . 4.

An Account of the Quantity o f  Iriih Linens 
imported into Great Britain, in the laft T en  
Years, diftinguifhing each Year.

Plain Irifh Shirting 
and Sheeting L i
nens.

Irifh, above 36 
inche* wide.

írifh under 36 
inches wide.

Ytars, Yards. Ct. Qri. an,. Ct. Qt j , j£//r.
1789 - 30.044.960 I 3 0 24 3  9
1790 - 31.823.622 I 3 23 43 0 29
1791 - 36.232.888 3 0 19 34 3 24
1792 - 38.142.248 0 2 13 107 3  2 5
1793 - 32.518.709 i 2 18 27 i 17
1794 - 38.018.102 0 0 6 *9 0 22
1795 - 38.427.5*9 0 i 26 18 i 20
1796 - 35.067.416 0 i 22 6 0  24
1797 - 39.869.965 0 i 10 h i 3 ^5
1798 - 35.300.610 0 3 1 4 *9 i  5

3 5 5 . 4 4 6 - 0 7 9

( A v e r a g e  - 3 5 . 5 4 4 . 6 0 7
i1

I n fp e f ío r -  G e n e r a l 's  O ffice , 
C u flê m - H o u fe ,  L o n d o n > 
F i b r u v r j  21, 1799.

T H O M A S  I R V I N G ,  I n -
fpefior-General, o f  the Im 
ports and Exports o f Great 
Britain and Irelandj & c.
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Mr. IRVlNG’s ACCOUNT, No. 12. Appendix, No. 6*

A t i i l  o f  the principal Articles o f  the Produce and Manufacture o f  Ireland, which in the Year 1792, were favoured in the Duties on
Importation from that Kingdom, together with die Rate o f  Duty on each Article imported from thence; and alfo, on the like Arti
cles imported from Foreign Countries: Likewife, a Lift o f  fuch principal Articles as were in the above Period prohibited from b e i n s
imported from Forèign Countries, but which might be imported from Ireland.

The Produce of

Bacon, the hundred weight i
Beef
Butter, the hundred weight 
Cattle - - 2
Flax drefled, the hundred weight 
Hemp, ditto, ditto,
Ditto, undreiTed, ditto,
Any fort of flax whatever, or of hemp, the 

produce of Ireland, and all the produc
tion thereof, as thread, yarn, and linen, 
the manufaélure of Ireland imported di
rectly from thence 

Hides, viz. cow or ox undrefTed, the hide 
Iron, viz. unwrought, the ton 
Ditto, Hit or hammered into rods, the hun

dred weight - -
Linen, viz. under 22§ inches in breadth 

the r 20 ells - -
Between 22j  and 31 £ ditto, dit
31*- and 36 ditto, ditto 

above 36, ditto, ditto 

Damaik tabling, the yard

Ireland.

/. s. d. 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free

Free

Free 
i 10 10 

From 4 5
To 9 1 1

Free
Free

Free

Free

Free

Other Coun
tries.

/. s. d.
3 7 0  

Prohibited 
0 2 6  

Prohibited 
$ 4 6 
2 4 0  
0 3 8

See Linen

0 0 9
2 16 2

From 0 9 1Í
To 0 10 3

0 16 5
r 4 7

From i 16 11
To 3 i 5

From 3 9 11
To 4 14 5

From 0 i 3
To 0 10 4

The Produce of Ireland.

Diaper tabling, the yard

Towelling and napkining, the 120 ells
Plain linen not otherwife J  per cent, ad 

enumerated or defcribed j  Valorem 
Chequered,ftriped,painted, J  per cent, ad 

ftained or dyed linen |  Valorem 
Pitch and tar the laft of 12 barrels 
Pork i  -
Rofin, the hundred weight - *

Sail cloth, the 120 ells -

Seed, viz. Rape the laft 
Sheep - -
Skins, viz. Calve, the dozeii

Thread, the pound weight

Wood, viz. Planks, thé hundred feet 
Yarn, viz. Cotton, the pound weight
---------------Woollen or Bay, the hundred }

weight - * .  _ r

/. s. d.

Free

Free

Free

49 10 o
o n  o 

Free 
o i 6

Free

0 1 0
Free
Free

Free

0 2 0
Free

Free

Other Coun
tries.

A /. d.

J From o i i 
\  To 0 4 8  
J From o i 5 5
I  To 14 7 6

6 833 

8 0
0 1 2  5

Prohibited
0 2 3

Í From 2 1 9  
I T o j i 6  t

6 1 2  6  
Prohibited 

0 2 9  
( From o o i t7‘  
1 ' t o o  z g

1 19 8
o o 3i
0 1 4 8

W. SÍM S, D. Coir

Tjh FOnéy, 1799. T - RICHARDSON, Coirvptr
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M r. IRVING’S ACCO U N T, No. 16. Appendix, No. ?.

Z,//? of Articles which in the Tear 179 2 wít* favoured on Exportation to Ireland, together with the Rate of Duty to which fuch Articles were 
fu ljeh , and alfo the Rate of Drawback and Bounty to which thefe Articles were entitled on Exportation to that Kingdom, and alfo to Foreign 
Countrieŝ  ; like wife a Lift of fuch A,rticles as tn the above Period were prohibited from being exported to Foreign Countries, but which might he 
exported to Ireland.

D U T IE S  O U T W A R D S .

Coals, P er chaldron, W in ton  m eafure -
T o  any Britiih plantation in A m erica -
T o  any other place in B ritiih  fhips, the N e w- 

cartle chaldron -
T o  ditto in foreign fhips, ditto - -
T h e  ton w eight -
1  o any Britifh plantation in A m erica, the 

ton weight 
T o  any other place in B ritiih  fliips, ditto 
T o  ditto, in foreign ihips, ditto

G um  Arabick \
G um Senegal J  T h irty  *on per annum - ,  .

B O U N T IE S  O U T W A R D S .I

Sugar, rcHned T h e  bounty o f  -
allowed on the exportation to Ireland, w hen, 
on account o f  the average price, it is dif- 
continued to foreign countries ; except the 
B ritiih dominions -  ■

D o- D o. D o.D itto

Silk,

T e a

D R A W B A C K S  O U T W A R D S .

O rganzine, o r th row n, in the gum , the lb. 
R aw , the lb. -  -
T h ro w n , dyed -

T o  Ireland.

fe r  emit, in 
whole loaves 
and lumps.

0 1 5  O
p(r cwt. in 

loaves broken 
in pieces,

' 6 l l
1 2  IO

2 3 
per cent.

T o  foreign Coun 
tries.

£■ s. d. £• 1. d.
0 I 2
0 0 O 0 2 3

0 0 O 0 1 5 5
0 0 O i 7 6
0 0 9 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 i 0
0 0 0 0 5 2
0 0 0 0 9 2

0 0 0 i 1 1 3 4
10 5 i o

i 6 0

0 6 5  
0 2 0 
I  I 9

Goods p/obibited to Foreign Countries, but permitted to be 
exported to Ireland.

Coiin, O f  gold and filver.
T oo ls orU tenfils,y fed  in the  çotton o r linen m anufa& ure j 

and alfo in the w oollen, (ilk, iron , and itcel 
m anufactures.

Exceeding four (hillings per pair 
W hen  prohibited in Q rea t-B rita in , allow ed 

to Ireland, i f  an em bargo be l^id on th ^  
article in that kingdom.

W o o l C^rds, 
C o rn ,

Memorandum. Bounties given by Parliam ent on B ritifh ihips in* 
the G reenland fiihery, allowed fo r ihips from  Ireland. Ships 
o f  Ireland allowed all the privileges o f  B ritiih  ihips.

N . B . T h e  privileges are very num erous.

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 , I 7 9 9 . T . W ILLIM OTT, W .
J. D HUME, dep. com?.
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Mr. IR V iN G 's  A C C O U N T , No. 15

A p p e n d i x , N o . 8 .

An Account of the Value of the Products and 
Manufactures of Ireland, imported annually 
into Great-Britain, on an Average of the three 
Years preceding the $th of January, 1799 » 
and alfo, an Account of the true Value of the 
P ro d u is  and Manufactures ôf Great-Britain 
exported to Ireland for the fame Period, with 
the Amount of the Excefs or Balance in favour 
of  each Country.

Value of the Pro
d u i s  and Manu
factures of Ireland 
imported into Gt.  
Britain.

Value o f  the Pro
d u i s  and Manu
factures of Great 
Britain exported 
to Ireland.

Excefs or Ba
lance in fa
vour of  Ire
land.

1. s. d. 
5,510,82$ 0  0

/. s. d. 
2,087,67a 0 0

1, s. d. 
3»423>J53 0 0

T H O M A S  I R V I N G ,  

entrais Office, lnfpeBor General of the Im-
Cvjlom-Houfe, London, ports and Exports of Great

March tyth, 1 7 9 9 .  Britain.
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