
Hear Him ! Hear Him !
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T R  A B L A T I O N  o r  t h e . M O T T O S *

Jíindred ílates and neighbouring cation?, formerly conne&ed, having the 

fam e com m on founder w ith  the fame attendaiit fortunes, thefe y c  will 

confolidate, m akin g  them one and the fame.people in heart and mind ; 

let this union be tranfmitted to pofterity.

R e m e m b e r  to govern the people im perially: let  thefe be your politics; 

to  eflabiilh peace and order, to fpare thofç who have fubmitted, an4 to 

pu ll  down the proud.



P R E F A C E .

A f t e r  the difcuffion o f  a fubject that

has employed the pens o f  fo many diftin- 

guiihcd writers, I cannot flatter myfelf 

th a t  I have been able to produce m uch 

novelty. T h e  lame ideas, I am fenfible, 

may h av e been anticipated by others ; I 

may have miftaken memory for origina

lity, and treated the queftion with an af- 

perity not calculated, perhaps, to enfure 

admirers : bu t  it never was my cuflom to 

give up the expreifion o f  intelligible truth , 

for the dealing out o f  a thoufand fine 

fentences, framed only to impofe by their 

fpecioufnefs, and feduce bv parade. Such 

arts 1 treat as I do a falihood, and would 

confign them to the fame contem pt.  O f  

all politicians, the flattering and fophifti-

cal



cal are the moil to be defpifed,' and at the 

fame time the moil to be guarded againíl. 

I refped the man who ihall fpeak out, 

regardlefs o f  danger, and fearing only 

that he doth not utter a language ilrong 

enough to be heard and attended to. 

Such I coniider as true Independence, not 

that other which aíTumes 'is name, and 

artfully and arrogantly paiTes for it.

Tor *the Speaker, as well in his indivi

dual as in his political charader, I enter

tain a great refped : but infallibility be

longs to no man. T h e  work o f  fo able 

a writer had required a fuller anfwer than 

the limits o f  thefe iheets would have al

lowed, and one far more copious and fyf- 

tcmatic yet lies on my table. Should the 

prefent work be favourably received, it is 

poffible I may gather up my papers, and 

arrange them into another publication : 

and in that event I requeil the public will 

confider fuch work as but a concatena

tion o f  the general argument. One thing 

ihould be obferved : while the purity o f

the



the Eritifh Conftitution is refpefled and 

admired by all men, to a full underfland- 

ing o f  the queftion o f  Union, that Con

ftitution, (is adminijlered in Ireland, muft 

be feverely and unflatteringjy viewed. T o  

enable us to corred it, we m uil v iew  it 

both as it ftands and as it ought to ftand ; 

not partially and by piece-meal, but un

detached and entire : the whole Jhould be 

taken together. T h e  exifting ftate o f  the 

people ihould be compared with the con- 

ftitution, and that again compared w ith  

the exifting flate o f  the people. T h e  times 

themfelves, with all their bearings and cir- 

cumftances, muft be taken into the ac

count. In morals, and ftill more in poli

tics, a thing may abftra£tedly be wrong, 

yet  in its relative application may be right ; 

and offered as a mean o f  preventing a real 

evil, it then becomes a duty to perform. 

Pride, being a paflion, and the moft delu- 

five o f  all paifions, is an intruder, and 

therefore fhould have no voice : wifdom  

alone is competent to decide whether Ire

land ihall be difenchanted o f  the fpetfre,

that

( iii )



( 1V )

that like a night-mare has oppreffed her 

virtue. T h a t  wifdom has not yet been re- 

forted to ; and the grand queftion yet re

mains for the talents and the integrity of  

the country to determine.

T h e  Speaker’s name appears to his Book, 

and I have fairly put mine to this : the 

coward only fights in a mafk  ̂ and fhould 

thefe Papers receive an anonymous An- 

fwer, I certainly ihall not vouchfafe to 

notice it.

X

A  L E T T E R ,



L E T T E R ,  & c.

S i  r ,

A m o n g  the h ecato m b  o f  pam p hlets  lately o f
fered  to the genius o f  U n io n , the S p e e c h  o f  the 
R ig h t  H o n .  John  F o fte r  has n ot been  the le a d  
w orthy or  d e ièrv in g  o f  acceptance. T h i s  is all that 
I think neceflary to ob ferve  b y  w a y  o f  a p o lo g y  for 
obtruding m y fe lf  oil the p u b lic  notice, after the fub- 
je f t  has been fo am p ly  and io ably treated b y  others. 
Y o u *  S ir, Hand on high grou n d  ; n othin g that yo u  
fpeak* nothing that yo u  writer com es with indiffé
rence to  the w orld . I claim  no fuch  pre-em in en ce  : 
b u t  the v e r y  diítinótion y o u  poffefs, ànd the e i le e m  
y o u  are held in, are pow erfu l m o tives  w ith m e for 
n ot a llow ing y o u r  p am p h let to paf^ unnoticed  : at 
the fam e tim e I fhould not th in k  I d eièrved  w ell o f  
m y  country, w ere Í to fit dow n a filent fpe£lator o f  
the mifchiêfs w h ich  I frankly ow n you r w ell-w ritten , 
and, I trull, w ell-intended fpeech feems calculated to  

produce.
O n e  gentlem an, indeed, w hofe talents are as fu- 

perior to  mine, as yours, S ir , are fuperior to thoie 
o f  c o m m o n  men, has in a (train of excellent e lo 
quence and acutenefs, co m b a te d  the w h ole  o f  yo u r 
b o o k .  W i t h  that gentlem an I enter into no c o m p e 
tition, and even  hefitate to  glean after h im  the lead
ings o f  the harveft he has reaped, h a v in g  no hop e
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to  cnfure attention but from  the confequence o f  the 
character I have the honor to addrefs, and the great 
im portance o f  the fubj’eót before us. H o w  you will 
be able to fet afide the arguments em ployed by the 
learned author o f  the <c R e v ie w ”  o f  your fpeech, I 
k n o w  not ; though fbould you condefcend to notice 
fo obfcure a writer as myfelf, I have not the vanity to 
fuppofe that you m ay not repel with eafe any obfer- 
vations that I, Sir, am  capable o f  m aking. F o r  
notwithftanding M r.  Sm ith has anticipated me in 
m o il  o f  the points in your fpeech that im m ediately 
required refutation, fom ething he has left for others 
to  obfcrve on, or touched them  only with a light 
hand, as thinking them perhaps o f  inferior regard.

It  m ay be faid, in the language o f  the turf, that I 
co m e at the heel o f  the hunt'; 1 do not deny it : 1 
refpeóted the talents o f  others more than I did m y 
ow n, and the magnitude o f  the íubjeót, I confefs, 
deterred m e from an undertaking to which I felt 
m y fe lf  unequal. L a te  as it is, even n ow  I fliould not 
appear in the field, had M r .  Sm ith not flood alone 
in the com bat with fo experienced an adverfary, or  
had any other gentleman * feconded his very  able and 
patriotic efforts. I waited in filent hope that fom c 
w riter rtfore com petent than m yfelf, would break a 
lance with you  : A n d  i f  I am late in entering the 
lifts, the delay can be injurious to none fo much as 
to  myfelf.

T h e  grand miftake you  feem to have led your 
readers into is, that the rem oval o f  the Iriih Parlia
m ent to L on don  would be a furrender o f  its inde
pendence, as cftabliihed in the year 1782. I f  your 
pofition were allowed you, there would be an end

o f

*  After I had written the above, D ottor C la rk e ’s admirable pamphlet on 
the Union was put into m y  hand. Whether it was compoled with an eye to 
the Speaker’ s pamphlet, I w ill  not determine : but I ftould fuppofe not : by 
a clofe attention to that excellent w o rk ,  it looks a* I f  it had been written be
fore Mr Fofter’s fpeech had been publiflaed, and was afterwards adapted to 
anfwer his com mercial ftatcmcats.



o f  the argu m en t, and the expedience o f  its rem o va l 
w ou ld  be the only  queftion betw een  us. O n  that e x 
p e d ie n c e , h o w e v e r ,  I lhall certainly fay a few  w ords 
in their p ro p e r  place. In the m ean while I cannot 
a llo w  y o u r  p ofition , that the rem oval o f  the Irifh  
P a r lia m e n t  to LcAidon w ould be a furrender o f  its 
in d ep en d en ce, a ^  faid the p h ilofop her,
g i v e  m e room  to ftand on, and I will m o v e  the w orld  : 
b u t the p h ilo fo p h er  failed ; the ro o m  he w anted he 
cou ld  not find, and the w orld  has not y e t  been m o v 
ed. N e ith e r  the prem ifes you  h a ve  laid d ow n , nor 
the conclufions yo u  have draw n, have co n vin ced  m e 
that Ireland w ou ld  lofe the fm alleft portion o f  h er  
in d ep en d en ce, w ere h er  L e g if la tu re  at this m o m e n t 
in corp orated  w ith that o f  G re a t  Bricain. O n  the 
con trary, S ir , the v e r y  argu m en ts  y o u  e m p lo y  to  
fh e w  the extinction and annihilation o f  her in d ep en 
d en ce in the U n ite d  P arliam en t, are to m e fo m an y  
proofs that lh e  enjoys no preient in depen dence w h at
e v e r ,  and that an U n io n  w ill g iv e  her that c o m p le te  
independence fhe n o w  wants to m a k e  her g re a t  and 
re fp e íla b le .  I ihall p r o c e e d  to exam in e the q u e f
tion.

In  treating this fubjeéV, tw o  things, I ap p reh en d , 
and tw o  only, are at prefent neceflary to be coniT- 
dered. F irft ,  and principally, w h ether Ireland is an 
independent nation ? S e co n d ly , fu p p o fin g  her to be 
that in depen dent nation, w h ether fuch her indepen
d en ce w ou ld  be deftroyed  b y  an U n io n  ? O n  thefe 
I  con ceive  m u ch  o f  the prefent queftion will be found 
to  turn : for, as I faid before, I am  not now  fp e a k in g  
to  the expedience o f  the m eafure.

T o  the firft, notw ithftanding the parch m en t-ro ll o f  
e ig h ty -tw o , I take upon m e to fay in the m o il  unqua
lified term s, that Ireland is not independent, or  that 
fh e  is independent in fo rm  only. Subftcintially ihe is, 
and e v e r  m uft be, dependent on E n g la n d :  A n  U n i 
on only, or a total disjunction, can at any tim e m a k e

B 2 ' her



her Qtherwiiè. I care not w hom  I ftartle, or w hom  Ï 
pffend by fuch language. T h e fe  are not times to 
difguife truth, or com plim ent the great, ftill leis to 
flatter nations into a dangerous fecurity. Perhaps it 
is not one o f  the worft evils that affli£t Ireland, that 
while ihe pofleiTes the cerem ony o f  independence, fhe 
m iilakes  the pageant for the triumph, and proudly 
im agines that ihe enjoys fuprem acy. It is that pride 
w hich  at once deceives and deftroys her ;— an enem y 
the more dangerous becaufe delufive, and infpiring a 
falfe confidence. A s  a nation capable o f  exercifing 
the fun&ions o f  fovereign governm ent, and arbitrat
in g  for herfelf independent o f  E ngland, ‘ Ireland is ju ft  
as dependent at this day as fhe was at any one period 
previous to the year 178 2. In m y  opinion, Sir, 
Ireland m ay date her com plete dependence on G reat 
Britain, the very  day fhe fet up fo r  herfelf ; the e x -  
pences o f  her acquired conftitution, to which fhe 
ou ght to have know n  that ihe was unequal ; the in- 
confiftencies o f  her new heterogeneous governm ent, 
that flared her in the face, had ihe been willing to 
lo o k  at them ; and above all, an encreafed arifto- 
cracy o f  influence and corruption, which fhe ought 
to have forefeen, having rendered her at this m o 
m ent the m oft dependent and fubfervient nation in 
the world. A n d  as i f  nothing fhould be wanting to 
m a k e  that dependence fure, an E n glifh  Parliam ent—  
perhaps neceflarily fo— e le d e d  by E nglifhm en, and 
form ing as it were a pale o f  its own, to the exclu- 
fion o f  the original inheritors o f  the land, fits conjii- 
tutiom lly  in D ublin , to deliberate and determine on 
the general interefts o f  England. Sir, it is England 
fitting in Ireland, as after U n io n  it will be Ireland 
fitting in England. I r e l a n d  has no Parliam ent: it 
is impoffible ihe fhould : Ireland is the only nation in 
the univerfe that has not a people. She has a par
celled, difunited populace, but fhe has no people. H e r  
multitude are a com pound of Saffinaghs and M eri

Hibernicij
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H e b e rn ic i ,  o f  A n g lo -  Trifh and Ie rn o -E n g lif l i ,  o f  4 
ch am p ignon  Proteftant ariftocracy , and an a b -o rig i - 
nal C a th o lic  p o o r, tam ed, tram pled, crufhed. T h is ,  
S ir ,  is the conftitution that you  call independent, but. 
w hich  a p hilofopher contem plates with v e r y  different 
eyes. A s lr e la n d  has no people, fo ih e  can h ave no P a r 
liam ent, m uch lefs an independent one. T h e  m u lti
tude k n o w  it, they d o  not want to  be told it : they 
k n o w  it by the bett teft in the w orld  ; they k n o w  it 
b y  their feelings, which cannot d e c e iv e  them . T h e y  
feel they are at this m o m en t juft as depen dent on an 
E n g li ih  P arliam en t fitting in Ireland, the Parliam en t 
that d eceived  them into independence, as they w ere on 
the will o f  their firtt m atter, H e n r y ,  to w h om  they
fubm itted. T h e  p e o p le — i f  a people they b e__do
not a c k n o w le d g e  yo u r P arliam en t, neither can they 
a c k n o w le d g e  it, fo lon g as they are exclu d ed  from  its 
pale and participation. C a ll  it b y  what nam e you  
pleafe, the dependence o f  Ireland is not changed  ; it 
rem ains the v e iy  lam e, as well becauie the native is 
neither reprefented, nor fits in what he is told is his 
ow n  Parliam ent, as becauie that native depends on the 
v e r y  Parliam en t w hich excludes him ; w h ich  Parlia
m ent again depends on the country that had ravifhed  
his territory from  h im — his depen d ence in eodem tertio, 
thus f l ic k in g  to him , l ik e  a burning fhirt, century after 
cen tu ry ,— as becauie that G loriou s Independence’' 
creates afcendancy, and enriches his oppreflbrs by m a k 
in g  him poor indeed! Im p o v e riih e d  and m ade the p r o 
perty o f  e v e ry  new  matter, and transferred like  the other 
l iv e -fto c k  o f  his c o u n try — he hath no interett in an 
airy unfubttanti^l independence, or fubftantial only to 
thofe w hom  it furniihes w ith the means o f  the bafett 
am bition  and fouleft intrigues, not lefs dettrudtive o f  
morals and go od  G o v e rn m e n t,  than inconfiftent with 
the pride and the d ig n ity  of an Independent nation.

W e r e  Ireland independent in any thing but in nam e, 
ih c  m igh t d o  m any things Ihe is n ow  incapable o f

perform-
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perform ing. F o r  inftance, ihe m igh t fan&ion her 
ow n bills, without modifying the matter, or befeech- 
in g  E n glan d  to becom e the arbitrefs o f  her laws, b y  
clapping her own G reat Seal to the b a c k  o f  them.—  
T h is  fealing, indeed, o f  Irifh dependence you ftile a 
m ere  u theoretic difference in the tw o conftitutions ”  
p . 24. which yo u  explain by  faying, that it “  renders 
our conftitution inferior.”  s B u t then, confcious that 
y o u  had difclofed a fevere truth, this inferiority you 
affirm, tc is not injurious to us, but neceflàry, and one 
w e  are content with.”  Ibid.— T h u s, Sir, by your own 
account o f  the matter, your free, your glorious inde
pendence begins in theory and ends in inferiority; as 
y o u r inferiority concludes in neceffity. P r a y ,  Sir, 
w hat is this but faying, that Irifh Independence par
takes m ore o f  theory than o f  pra& ice, o f  inferiority 
than o f  equality, o f  fubordination than o f  fovereignty, 
and in addition to this, that humiliation is necejjary to 
independence : and again, that with this humiliationhigh- 
m inded Ireland is content ? I confefs m y total inability 
to  put any other meaning on your words ; and excep t
in g  the cc content”  you  fo gracioufly g iv e  us, your 
argum ent, it is prefumed, has made a full fu rre n d e ro f 
the queftion. S o  far, how ever, from  Ireland being 
content with her pfeudo-independence, (though p er
haps her Parliament is, becaufe it m ay find its account 
in it) it appears that her w eak  and abafing dependence 
is the true and only fource o f  her difcontent, which it 
is now the o b je ft  o f  G reat Britain to rem ove. T h is  
difcontent muft either continue and encreafe under her 
independence, or  by  an union o f  affedtion and inter- 
eft, m ore than o f  legiflatures, be extinguifned in a 
perfeót equality o f  rights and power.

Sir, you k n o w  very  well that under your favourite 
fettlement o f  178 2 , the minifter o f  Ireland is caft into 
the back ground, and blotted as it were from your 
code, while the minifter of E ngland aiTumes the whole

refpon*
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rcfponfibilitv , not a v e r y  enviable  one I will allow , o f  
y o u r  laws ; thus th row in g  yo u  at on ce  into the arm s 
o f  E n g la n d , on w h o m  you r independence is m ade to 
depend for the legalization o f  its legiflative a fts . N o t  
a bill iflues from  you r tw o  H o u fe s  o f  P arliam en t that 
the B ritiih  m inifter m a y  not arreft in its pro^refs to 
the throne, and in the A ld e r m a n ’s phrafe, cujhion  it 
a ltogeth er. H e  has on ly  to fay that he does not l ik e  
it, that he d eem s it injurious, o r  dangerous, o r  that it 
m a y  afi'eit his ow n  life, o f  w hich  y o u  m a y be iure he 
w ill take v e r y  g o o d  care. T h is  p o w e r, I ihall be 
told, will n ever  be im p ro p e rly  exercifed  : but that, 
S ir ,  is a b e g g in g  o f  the queftion, and p roves  yo u r 
d ep en d en ce ju ft  as m u ch  as i f  it w ere exercifed  n ever 
fo  injurioufly. Y e t  this con tro llin g  p o w e r  in the B r itijh  
m inifter, b y  the operation o f  a little fta te-lo g ic  “  c o n 
firms the freed om  and independence o f  the Irifh  P ar
liam ent.”  p. 24. Y o u r  argu m en t, I  apprehend, 
w ou ld  have c o m e  w ith a better g ra c e ,  had y o u  ftated 
it thus : »  It  is not probable  the B ritiih  m inifter w ill 
e v e r  brin g  the queftion to the cufhion ; for as the co n - 
ftitution has m ad e him  the refponfible, lb  will he ta k e  
care to m a k e  h im fe lf  the political father o f l r i i h  b ills :  
to  reject, therefore, or  caft them  o f f  w hen they are 
b rou gh t h om e, would be a virtual illeg itim atin g  o f  his 
o w n  offspring, or  at le a d  the d en y in g  to his infants 
( fo r  as yet, S ir, y o u  fee they cannot fp e a k )  the b e
nefit o f  parental p ro te ft io n ."  H a d  yo u  p u t yo u r a r
g u m e n t fo m e w h a t  in this fhape, you  m ig h t h ave 
fhow n that it was not very  l ik e ly  the Britiih  M in ifte r  
w ould baftardife his Irifh bantlings.

 ̂ In  the next p a g e  indeed you  change yo u r note, and 
there \ou r argu m ent borrow s the very  inconfiftencies 
it defends. his vetoi or  if you will, this reiponfibi- 
lity o f  the Britiih  M in ifter, you  entide, for you  could  
not avoid a llow ing ir, «  the p ow er o f  the B ritiih  P a r 
liam ent exten din g to d ie  controul o f  the Irifh  P a r-

liament.”



liameht.”  N o w ,  you r final adjujlment, we w ere 
taught to believe, had deftroyed the controlling 
pow er o f  the Britiih Parliam ent over the Irifh P a r 
liam ent: but here you  tell us that it had not. It 
«  extends,”  you  fay, tc to the controul o f  the third 
eftate o f  the lriili  Parliam ent j”  that is, as you c ’nufe 
to phrafe it, “  a controul on the K in g ’s naked power 
o f  affent only.” — N o  matter : it is a controul : it is 
B ritijh  controul over Irijh  independence, and that is 
all I contend for : and "whether the Britiih  M in ifter 
individually, or the Britiih Parliam ent collectively* 
or the K in g  as one branch o f  that Parliam ent, ex er-  
cifes this difcretionary controul, is immaterial to the 
queftion. W h e re  there is controul, there muft be d e
pendence : it is the natural order o f  things, which no 
political circumftances can alter or  evade. D e p e n 
dent you  are : and it is ridiculous to fay you are inde
p e n d e n t  while you  cannot give life to your ow n laws, 
but depend on your neighbour to animate their dead

letter. -
N o r  is this all. E v e r y  circumftance attending your 

conftitution, fpeaks the dependence o f  Ireland m ore 
forcibly than language can exprefs it. D o  you  not at 
this m om ent depend on G rea t Britain forrefources, for 
revenue, for troops ? N o  : fuch dependence you will 
perhaps tell me is Ireland’s «  fecurity and effe&ual 
pledge, confirm ing,”  as you faid o f  the G reat Seal of 
E ngland, her “  freedom and independence." p. 24 
and 25. B u t let me aik  you, Sir, W h a t  armies o f  
her own can Ireland lead into the field ?. much lei's, 
■where, I befeech you, refides her pow er to controul 
or direót them ? Is that a confirmation o f  Irifh Inde
pendence ? W h a t  navies can ihe launch, either to 
conquer or to defend ? She has harbours, but where 
are her ihips o f  war to fill them ? G o  feek them in 
the E aft and in the W e ft ,  from the Equator to the 
P o le , and you  ihall not find them. She has a Court

8
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o f  A d m ira lty ,  but where is her m aritim e dom inion  ?* 
S h e  has fpirit, but w h ere  are her finews ? W h a t  a m -  
bafiadors has Ihe, or what am bafïadors e v e r  had Die ? 
o r  what ambaíTadors can fhe h ave, or  ought ihe to 
h a ve , independent o f  E n gla n d  ? W h a t  country either 
does a c k n o w le d g e ,  or would a c k n o w le d g e  her a m b a i-  
fadors ? W h a t  ftate fends any to “  Independent Ire 
la n d ”  ? or  i f  any one could  be found, in what m anner 
ihall they be received  ? I  venture to a f le r t ,  that w ere  
y o u r  Parliam ent either to lend out, or  to  entertain 
an ambaiTador, in a d ip lom atic  character, independent 
o f  G re a t  Britain, it w ould be guilty  o f  H ig h - tr e a fo n ,  
although perhaps no law  m igh t be able to reach 
it. Under her prefènt conftituiion, what p ow er does 
ih e  p o f c f s  either to form  n ew  alliances, or  to 
p re fe rve  old ones ? A rid  what treaties oftenfive or 
defeniive , o f  war or  o f  p eace , can Ihe either m a k e  o r  
maintain ? M u d  ihe not g o  to war, w hen E n g la n d  
ch u fe sto  g o t o  war ? M u lt  lhe not m a k e  peace w h e n  
E n g la n d  ch u fe sto  m a k e  peace ? A n d  yet b y  a fatality 
d o o m e d  to crofs her “  G loriou s  In d ep en d en ce”  at 
e v e ry  turn, and exp o fe  her to national abfurdity— Ire -

c land

*  T h e  44 a ft  fotf regulating the high C ou rt  o f  A d m ira lty  in this king:- 
d « m ,”  23 G eo. III. chap. 14. afïumes an odd lort o f  power. T h i s  u ft  dé
clarés, 44 T h a t  all treafons, felonies, robb erier, m urd ers and confederacies 
thereafter to be com m itted  in or upon the fra , or in any r iver,  creek ,  or 
p lace, w here the A d m iral or A dm irals  have or pretend to have pow er, auth o 
r ity ,  ©r ju r ifd ift io n ,”  See. So confcious w as Ireland w hen flie framed tUis 
a f t ,  that ihe pofleffed no m arit im e  jurifdiftion o f  her o w n , that (he could not 
have mentioned Ir ijb  A d m ira ls  w ithout legaliz in g  a l>e, and m ak in g  an a f t  
• f  Parliament to alfert a falfhood : nor could (he have mentioned B r itijb  A d 
m irals, w ithout a ck n o w led gin g  the independence (he had juft  been ihaking off'. 
O f  the tw o evil* flie chafe neither, but adopted a blunder, as flie had before 
adopted independence A s  the a f t  ftands, her m arit im e jurifdiftion, under 
the loofe and general words A d m ira l and A dm irals, extends neither to B iitiih  
A d m ira ls  nor to Irifh Adm irals ,  but to certain  amphibious A dm irals  between 
both and neither, and ja i t  as l ik e ly  to be French A dm irals ,  or Spanifh A d 
m irals, as Briiifli or lriih : and then the f c i  and the river, the creek  and the 
place, m ay  be the fea% rivers, creeks and places of F ra n ce ,  or o f  Spain, 
countries w ith  which England, but not Ireland, is a t  w a r ;  or they m ay be 
the feas, rivers. creek*, and places o f  G reat  Britain herfelf, of w h o m  indeed 
Ireland is independent, but whole jurifd ift ion by this a ft  Che has ufurped and 
afTumed to be r le If. T h e r e  it indeed one qualifying word in the a ft  fufficientty 
m odeft, to reltfio* the jurifdiftion to Ireland -, I m ean the word f>rcicnJy as ttfr 
A dm irals it feem s only pretend  to have power.
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ïand can m ak e neither peace nor war, ready enough as 
fhe is, without contributing her quotum , to avail her- 
fe lf  o f  im perial advantages, and then attribute thofe 
advantages to the independencefhe affc& s ; as i f  ilie 
difdained or was not indebted to the wealth and the 
protection o f  that country which at once enriches and 
defends her. T e l l  me not, Sir, that peace and war 
are regal prerogatives, and that the K in g  o f  E ngland 
is the K in g  o f  Ireland.* I know  it : but i f  you ule

that

♦
*  B u t the converfe is not true, that the K in g  o f  Ireland is the K in g  o f  

England. It is in virtue o f  his being K in g  o f  England, that the Elector o f  
Hanover is K in g  of Ireland : and fo true is this, that the Parliament o f  
England only is competent to alter or to  fettle the fucceflion : Ireland polTeflcs 
no pov/cr ot the fort : and well for the two countries, that fhe does not.—  
W ere  this power inherent in her, ,ihe m igh t give a K ing  to England ; and 
thus ablurdity multiplies on ablurdity, and each rife? higher than that which 
w ent before. Such is the nature o f  Irifh Independence ! T h is  argum ent 
again applies to the cafe o f  the regency, with which Ireland has no concern 
w hatever, and therefore it had been as inconfiftent in her to m ak e  an a£t that 
fhould appoint one o f  her own authority, as to m ak e  an a &  to adopt that 
whieh the Britiih Legiflature m ig h t  g ive her. She muft accept the Britiili 
regent whether (lie m akes, or does not m ak e , an a i l  for that purpofe, or even 
m ak e s  one to rejett fuch regent altogether. In a word, the K ing  of England 
is independent ot the K in g  of Ireland, but the K in g  o f  Ireland is not there
fore independent o f  the K in g  of England. T h e  K in g  o f  Ireland cannot m ak e  
w ar  or peace : T h e  Jus G la d ii, the power o f  w ar  and peace, does not belong 
to him ; it is unknown to the Irifh Conftitution : it is not found in the lift o f  
Irijbprerogatives : no Irifh ftatute that I know  has conferred it, nor yet the 
fin a l adjuftment ; neither could any ftatute or adjuftment confer prerogative, 
which is a pra-rogare, that precedes all  law , and therefore no law can give 
it ; and for the lame reafon no law can diminfh or take it a w ay  : N or 
would it be for the intereft o f  the fubjedt that it could ; for every diminution 
o f  the regal power in w ar  or peace is an infringement 011 the real liberties o f  
the people. T h e  Jus G la d ii is conftitutionally lodged 111 the K ing  of England, 
nor could the K in g  o f  England delegate that power to the K in g  of Ireland r 
the im p e r ia l ly  cannot pafs over, or abate By the 24th of Hen. 8th, the 
fupreme power is lodged in the Kings o f  England, not the Kings o f  Irelandy 
though the a &  o f  annexation hath appended this kingdom to the Crown o f  
E n glan d , but no a<SV has appended the kingdom of England to the Crown of 
Ireland. And by various a£ts the Crown o f  England has been declared an 
im perial Crow n, without condefcending to notice this unfortunate country ; 
proving that this imperial right, and c*»ers of the lame nature, belong to 
the Kings ot England only : and this right is very properly lodged in the 
C row n, uncontrouled by Parliament, even by an Irifh onç. T h e  K ing  by 
ftatute (8 th Hen. 7 th) is the guardian and 'confer va tor o f  the laws : and if  the 
power of war and peace, which beft maintain the laws and fecure the fubjeft, 
belonged er.clufively to the tw o  Houfes of Parliament, how could the K in g  
protect the lubjeft, whom it is his duty, as formerly it was his oath, to defend } 
F or  this reafon, were the people to m ake w ar  without the King, it would be 
trealon, becaufe l’uch w ar might lead to the fubverfion o f  the Crow n : but the 
Crown m ay m ak e  war without the People, becaufe the end o f  w ar  is peace,

and
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argu m en t, I fhall a n fw e rv o u  with yo u r  ow n pen, «  U n 
fortunate w ou ld  it be  for us, i f  Ireland was held b y  a 
con n exion  o f  the K ing only.”  p. 26. L e t  us, then, 
hear no m o re  o f  Ireland’s in d ep en d en ce  : ih ew  it m e, 
i f  y o u  can, in any th in g  b u t in nam e, and I  w ill g iv e  
u p  the queftion.

M y  ideas o f  in d ep en d ence feem  to  be v e r y  d iffe
rent from  yours. T h a t  nation on ly  I con fider in d e
pendent, w h ich  is not accountable  to any oth er fa
its  condudl ; w hich  has the p o w e r  n ot o n ly  o f  a d m i-  
n ifterin g  u n c o n tro lle d  its ow n con cern s, be th ey  n e 
v e r  fo hoftile to the interefts, c r  treaties, o r  alliances 
o f  o th er  n ation s; but o f  ad lin g  for itfc lf  in all im p e 
rial m atters w h atever in e v e r y  cou rt in e v e r y  corn er 
o f  the w o rld , o f  p u n iih in g  the breach  o f  e n g a g e 
m ents, and chaftifing too  any p o w e r  that fhall p re- 
fu m e  to  interfere with its p u b iic  or its private  m e a -  
fures. A n y  independence ih o rt  o f  this I  hold  in 
co n te m p t. It is an im p oten t in d ep en d en ce, a m o c 
k e r y  that m ifleads, and infults, and betrays the u n 
h a p p y  nation that am bition  and cabal have m ad e  the 
in ftrum en t o f  th eir lufts and corruptions.

T h e  fécond thing to  be confidered  is, w h eth er an 
U n io n  w ou ld  d eftroy  the in d ep en d ence o f  Ireland ? 
I f  the in depen dence o f  Ireland be fu ch  as I h a ve  d e -

c  2 fcrib ed

and there relation, m a y  btft  fera rc  the public fafetv. And indeed P ar l ia m en ts
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fcribed it, the queftion I  prefume anfwers itfelf, 
and vve ihall have no difference on the fubject. B u t 
for the fake o f  argument, I am  ready to take the 
w ord  independence in its m oft unlimited fenfe, and 
then I anfwer, an U n io n  would not deftroy it. Ire
land, after fuch U n io n , would be juft as independent 
as fhe is now. She would ftill be repr.efented by her 
ow n Parliam ent, returned by herfelf, and legiflating 
for h e r ;  not m e rg in g ”  (p. 6 1 .)  as you call it, or 
drowning in the Britiih Parliam ent, but fitting in the 
U n ite d  Parliam ent of the E m p ire , and forming, ac
cordin g to her extent and population, her wealth 
and her importance, a portion o f  the grand Imperial 
L egiflature. N o n e ,  I apprehend, would merge but 
needy adventurers and em p ty expectants : the refpec- 
table and the wealthy would fipd their level : they 
would m ak e the intereft o f  the nation theirs, not 
their own the intereft o f  the nation. T h e  Britiih con- 
ftitution, as now adminiftered in Ireland, is not fitted 
for this ill-conditioned country, where the intercourfe 
betw een the reprefentative and the reprefented is al- 
m oft none at all, and o f  courfe their reciprocal inte- 
refts but few. In England, indeed, where a c o m 
munity o f  intercourfe m akes the neceffities o f  the na
tion better underftood, where the reprelentation is 
m ore mixed and generally extenfive, and where every  
man has an intereft in the ftate, the reprefentative 
will more zealoufly guard that intereft, as well be- 
caufe it is his own, as becaufe he can have no views 
different from his conftituents. T h u s  after incorpora
tion, you will in reality be m ore independent, becaufe 
your reprefentation, which fhould be your beft inde
pendence, will approach nearer to the perfection o f  
the Britiih conftitution, whofe v ita l adminiftration in 
Ireland fix centuries have fhown to be impolhble ; 
neither the people, whofe interefts are at difcord with 
themfelves, nor their political r e la t io n s  and habits, 
nor yet the craving corruption o f  the reprefentative,

who,



w h o  regards his conftituents in proportion  on ly  as he 
finds his account in th em , *  p erm ittin g  a better order 
o f  things. In faót, S ir ,  the caufes o f  yo u r national 
misfortunes are deep and many, and as long as thefe 
caufes continue, the v e r y  fame effcéïs  will flow  from  
th em . A m b it io n  and cabal, with all their attendant 
m ifchiefs  o f  t ru c k in g  intrigues, bribes, jo b b s ,  & c .  
m u ft  be extinguifhpd. I t  is tim e they w ere put an 
end to. T h e  e v il  muft be rem oved  ; one c o n v u lf io n 
has n ot been able to effeói i t :  another effort, not of 
the p eo p le , but o f  the crow n, w hofe care extends to 
e v e r y  part o f  the em p ire , m ay a cço m p lifh  mis great 
and defirable objedt, and E n g lan d  at laft m ay  d o  that 
for Ireland, w h ich  IreJ.md has p roved  ihe cannot do

for herfwlf. ...
H a d  I not íh o w n  it would be for the real intereft 

o f  Ireland, that her P arliam ent fh ou ld  be throw n 
open  to m en very  d ifferent from  thole  that ulually 
c o m p o fe  it, 1 fhould lay it is o f  little m o m e n t 
w here  it refides. In  the e v e n t  o f  a U n io n , its 
p lace  o f  afiem blin g  will certainly be changed  ; and 
the difference then will be this, inilead of fitting 
on the W e f t  fide o f  the channel, it w ill fit on the 
E a ft.  A n d  truft m e , S ir ,  the p eo p le  of Ireland, 
w h atever y o u  m ay th in k  o f  the m atter, will no-, 
lam ent the rem o va l o f their virtuous Parliam ent. 
I have had frequent opportunities o f  learning the o p i
nion o f  the low er orders on this lu bjeft  : and the re
fait is, that b y  all 1 can learn either fro m  m y ow n
k n o w le d g e ,  or from  the inform ation o f  others, hone!!'

P a d d y  cares not a potatoe w h ether yo u r bauble be 
depofited in P a lace  yard or  in C o lle g e -g r e e n ,  ir w e 
e x c e p t  an excited  c ia m o r in the county of L o u th ,  
and the fom ented  b igo try  o f  the C a v a n  afcendancy.

M a n y

*  T h is  is no exaggerated p‘£\ure o f  IrilTi reprefentation : it refembles the 
ftate of planter and h ave, the form er nf w hom  has about .ic m uch regard for 
the latter as lie lias for his cattle, whofe labor ic w a rd s  him  in the very m o 
m e n t  that he drives andfccurges them .
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M a n y  caufes m ight be afligned for this political apa
thy in the people : but I know  o f  none fo true as the 
oppreilion they have fuffered under your “  glorious 
independence.”  O f  thefe oppreíTions I ihall fay a 
little m ore in another place. But you and I ,  Sir, 
do not contemplate the ob ject independence through 
the fame m edium . Y o u  who are in Parliament, 
where you enjoy va il  em olum ent, vaft influence, and 
vaft patronage, confider the independence o f  P a rlia 
ment as the independence o f  the nation. I , Sir, who 
am not in Parliament, who have neither place nor 
em ploym ent, nor ever  atked for either, nor have 
expectations to be anfwered, whofe fortunes are 
humble, whofe influence o f  courfe. but little, and 
whofe patronage nothing, do not narrow m y ideas to 
m y  own intereft or m y own convenience, but confi
der independence on a more enlarged and extended 
fcale. I do not limit m y notions o f  independence 
to a feat in Parliament, where I may fpeech for the 
good  o f  m y country, and the good  o f  myfelf. T h a t  
Parliam ent, be aflured cannot be independent where 
the nation it reprefents is dependent : no verity is 
m ore true : but for this reafon am on g others, when
ever the Iriih Parliament fhall unite itfelf with the 
Britifh, Ireland will be found juft  as independent as 
(lie is now. H e r  U n io n  with a ftronger pow er can 
neither deprefs nor degrade h er; nor do I know  that 
any circumftance or change can render her condition 
worfe than it is at this m oment, or m ake her more 
dependent than her own conftitution has done. P o f-  
libly indeed, after this “  accurfed U n io n ,”  p. 34, ihe 
m ay take a new fpring j in the language o f  the 
law, fhe may fuffer a recovery, and by  one great ef
fort fhake o f f  her wretchednefs and dependence. 
Y o u r  Parliament, I grant, like the brafs o f  Corinth, 
in the fufion o f  whofe metals confided its value, m ay 
be melced in the imperial : but Ireland, for it is Ire
land alone I am  now confidering, cannot lofe what
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/lie n e v e r  pofieiTed, though poflib ly  (lie m ay gain  
fom eth in g  by the change. N e ith e r  ihould you r P a r 
liam ent reg ret  its mutation any m ore than the C h r y -  
falis, w h en  it ihuffles o f f  the coil that k e p t  it to the 
earth, and takes w in g, laments that it has b eco m e a  
Sou!, the Pfyche  o f  the air, and expatiates and re
jo ice s  in the fields o f  freedom  and light.

A  wife m an difregards forms : he will re fp e ft  th em  
only fo far as th ey preferve  the fubftance o f  fo m e 
th in g  that he values. T o  place his value on the 
form , w ithout pofièiTmg the fubftance he would p re 
ferve, argues no g rea t  to k en  o f  w ifdom . I fliould 
not e x p e ct  to find m u ch  profundity o f  politics in fuch 
a man. W h a t  fenfible or  w ell-in form ed perfon will 
Jay that Ireland has been go ve rn e d  at any period o f  
h er  hiftory, and leait o f  all fince the eftabliihm ent o f  
her n ew  conititution, w ithout B ritiih  influence, b y  
w hich  I mean a prépondérant but necejfary controul ?  
L o o k  b a c k  to the year 1 7 6 7 ,  and you will find that 
the corrupt intrigues and afpiring am bition o f  the 
Iriih  ariftocracy o f  that d a y— a k n o t  that was to be 
b ro k e n , or  the bufineis o f  go vern m en t m uft h ave 
flood  ftill— had fo em barrafled the execu tive , that ic 
was found neceiîàry to fend a V ic e  roy into Ireland, 
w h o  ihould refidc am o n g  you , and by an exertion o f  
a new fort dcftroy the hydra :— A s  another hydra yet  
m o re  form idable, becauie m ore corrupt and m ore 
am bitious, now ftands between the people and their 
co m m o n  father, that rtretches out his parental hand 
to fnatch them from the jaw s o f  this devourin'* bealt 
w hole  totality o f  heads

Enfe refcidendum e jly ne pa rs fincera trahatur, /

m uft be lopped, not one by one, that the firft m ay 
gro w  again, before the laft (hall be cut aw ay ; but 
levered at a blow , with the fword o f  H ercu les.

te exempta ju v a t fpinis de pluribus una f

H inc ilia  jtacbryma, hence the tears and lamentations

o f
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fif  ariftocracy, o f  that virtuous k n o t who have been 
both the rem ote and the immediate authors o f  the 
“  accurfed U n io n ,”  w hich their own wickednefs has 
brough t down on their own heads. B u t be this as it 
m ay, it is to E n glan d  that Ireland ow es her ftrength ; 
to independence, her w eakn efs; her ftrength as con- 
n e& ed, her weaknefs as a feparate ftate a& ed upon, 
but unable to a f t  for itfelf. Influence is at once the 
cfi'ence o f  her exiftence and bane o f  her conftitucion, 
like ftrong liquors to fom e men, whofe ftimulus pre- 
ferves life while it debilitates the body. It  is influ
ence that permits her to live, that animates her coun - 
fels, that invigorates her laws; that gives friape to 
her independence, “  if fhape it may be called, that 
has no body, M agni nominis umbra ! N o  man knows 
better than yourfelf, for no man has had more exp e
rience o f  its truth, that to fecure the connection, and 
even  the independence you  aflert, Britiih counlèls 
muft predominate. B u t i f  they predominate, you  
cannot be independent. A fte r  U n ion , Britiih predo
minance will continue to controul ; but it cannot con- 
troul Ireland m ore than it has always, but neceiTarily 
done, neither would it be for the intereft o f  the empire 
that it fhould. T o  fay, therefore, that U u ion  would 
deftroy independence, is to fay, that the clofer thè 
connection, the lefs fecure and independent you will 
be ; and that Britiih influence will deftroy you in L o n 
don i but cannot deftroy you in D ublin , like certain 
poilons, that lofe their effefts by tranfplantadon. I 
believe, Sir, though you and I differ in fome points, 
there is one thing in which we fhall both agree, that 
Britiih influence has always been neceflary to the fuf- 
taining the governm ent o f  Ireland; and our only dif
ference on the fu b jed  will be to fettle the quantum o f  
this article, neceffary for co n d u cin g  the future go vern 
ment o f  the united kingdoms.

T h e  bill o f  regency that gave occafion to the fpeech 
on which I have the honour to comment, I do fmcerefy

think,
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th ink, and I truft I fhall p ro ve  it too, was as u n lu c k y  
an inftance o f  Iriih  independence as could w ell h ave  
been chofen  for the purpofe. In  m y  opinion that 
bil! furnifhed the m o il  irrefragable argu m ents to p ro ve  
the co m p le te  dependence o f  this country on G re a t  
Britain ; and at the fam e tim e to ih o w  not only the 
neceffity  that you r P a r lia m en t fhould be re m o v e d , 
b u t that its rem oval w ould  not change the nature o f  
Iriih  independence. I fay nothing o f  the il l-t im in g  
o f  fuch bill, w hich could anfw er no g o o d  pu rp oie  
w h atever either to its introducers or  to the country. 
It  was eviden tly  brou gh t forw ard to  em barrafs the 
M in ifter,  and as fuch g a v e  birth to the debate  that 
furnifhed you  w ith  an opportunity  o f  fp e a k in g  in 
co m m ittee  againit the queftion o f  U n io n , y o u r  office 
o f  S p e a k e r  bein g  a fort o f  political A nti-phrafis, b y  
w hich  a m a n  is called Speaker, à non loquendo, bêcaufe 
he never fpeaks at all, but is condem ned to hear what 
others fpeak—

\
L ik e  fad Prom etheus, fatten'd to the ro ck ,

In vain he looks w ith  pity at  the c lock.

L i k e  A tlas , you  found a H e rc u le s  that re lieved  
yo u  for a day from  the w orld  o f  fatigue you r place 
g iv e s  you  : but the able, and mafterly, and very  e lo
quent argum ents o f  L o r d  C aftlcreagh  againft the 
principle o f  your bill, have not yet, I underitand, re
ceived  an anfw er j and I d o  prefum e never will, for 
the b e d  reafon in the world. I ihall follow them , 
h o w ever, at an hum ble diftance, with fom e general 
obfervations o f  m y  own ; but w h ich  co m in g  as a fort 
o f  reply  to  you r Ipeech, m ay not be im proper in this 
place. V r*  j  ,

N o  man can forefee the m om en t that the appoint
ment o f  a R e g e n t  m ay becom e neceflary. W e r e  the 
prefent that m om ent, w ho will fay, in the hum or that 
fom e men are in, what would be the confcquence ? 
A n d  yet ihould fuch neceifity arife, the interpofition

d o f



ó f  the Irifh Parliam ent would create an evil foi* w hicii 
there exifted no cure ; or i f  any, you r Nojlrum , ( I  
b e g  pardon for fo indecorous a w ord, but you, Sir, 
have taught me the ufe o f  it) your preventative, 
your pillula falutaria would have been found worfe 
than the difeafe it áffeóted to rem ove. I f  we muft be 
dofed, let the executioner d o  his office behind the 
fcenes : M e d e a  fhould not murder her children' on the 
ftage : m ake not that a tragedy, which was only a 
farce : your whole final fettlement is a farce :— k e e p  
it  out o f  fight : the lcfs you touch, the lefs you tam 
p er with it, the better. In the language o f  an e lo
quent writer, you  have u  wantonly and foolifhly”  
(p . 1 7 )  p ro vo k ed  a difcuilion that could not ferve 
you, and revived a queftion on which true patriotifm 
had obferved a becom ing filence. 1  hat bill has 
p ro ved  what I believe it never intended to prove ; that 
one em pire with two Legiilatures is a political abfur- 
d ity, which like  other ablurdities,. may have its day, 
but afiuredly will correct itfelf. T h e  wifeft act o f  
Parliam ent, though framed b y  the collective genius 
and legal talents o f  the whole k in gd om , with M r.  
F itzg erald  him felf at its head, could not reach the 
evil. T h e  bill lately brought into the H ou fe  o f  C o m 
m ons, had it pafied into law, would have expofed 
both  its framers to deriíion and the country to danger. 
H e r e  is Ireland clamoroufiy afièrting independence, 
and as a p ro o f  o f  fuch afierted independence, and in 
order to eftablifh it on a foundation that may not be 
fhaken, this fame Ireland, always confiftent, paffes an 
aótthat renounces for ever the independence for which 
lhe contends ! Sir, fuch a ft  had it pafled, would have 
been the deliberate furrender of her independence to 
the fupremacy o f  the Britifh Parliament, whofe right 
it acknowledged to legiilate for her in one o f  her 
deareft privileges, a privilege one would think that a 
proud nation would not have parted with but with its 
lait blood. I t  would have been a violation o f  the ad
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ju ftm e n t you  had laid was final ; it w ou ld  have p ro v e d  
that the arran g em en t o f  1782 w as not the cohclujive 
fettlem en t yo u  were then ailerting it to be, but that 
it required fom e fu r th e r  adjuftm ent. In the v e r y  
opinion  o f  thole v e ry  m en w ho refill the U n io n  on the 
p erfection  o f  the prefent e ilabiiih m en t, it w ould have 
p r o v e d  that conilitution to be w eak  and in c o m p le te ;  
it  w ou ld  have fubflantiated the plea o f  yo u r d ep en 
d en ce, it would have recorded that d ep en d en ce, and 
fornifhed the friends o f  U n io n  with the fulielt arçu - 
in en t againit you r im m utable iettlem ent. It  w ould 
h ave been to Ireland the total renunciation o f  her 
ow n free a g en cy , the extimftion o f  her right and c a 
pacity  either to chufe for herfelf, o r  to  regulate the 
choice  o f  others : it w ould  have p ro ved  out o f  her 
ow n  m outh, ex ore fuo, that fhe had not the virtue in 
hcrfelf, but that ihe depends on the v e r y  authority 
lh e  denies, and whofe U n io n  ih e  term s ulurpation, 
for that execu tive  w hich (lie truly tells yo u  ihe is in 
capable  o f  g iv in g  to  her farraginous go vern m en t. 
Independent Ireland had not only bound h e rfe lf  not 
to  have a K in g  o f  her ow n choice, nor to retain h im  
that fhould be chofen for her lon ger than the p eople  
o f  another country (hall th ink proper, but b y  this 
bill fhe was tranfmitting and perpetuating her d ep en 
dence as far as it could g o . A  R e g e n t ,  like  a K in g ,  
was not only to  be g iven  her at diicretion, but liable 
to  be refumed at the will o f  the donor, E n glan d  ftill 
determ ining for her, with Ireland’s bill o f  R e g e n c y  
in one hand, and her ow n D urante bene placito in the 
other.

A n d  while this bill could not g iv e  an execu tive , it 
w ould  have taken from it the firft perhaps o f  its pre
rogatives, and eclipfed a jew el as fair and valuable as 
any that beam  in the diadem o f  majefty. Sir, you 
know  v e ry  well that the prerogatives o f  the C ro w n  
are acknow ledged  and defined : no ad: o f  Parliam ent, 
not even an Iriih a i l  o f  Parliam ent, nor yet an Ensr-
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lifli a<5b o f  Parliam ent, no, Sir, not the K in g  h im - 
felf, hath the p ow er to alter, or impair, or alienate 
any part o f  them. Y e t  the a£t we were threatened 
with would have w refled from the fovereign with 
one violent wrench the pow er v e iled  in him by the 
conilitution o f  nominating his own regent for this fuf- 
fering and dependent country— fuffering becaufe fhe is 
dependent, becaufe fhe turns— like the humble flower 
that imitates and m oves with the parent fun from 
w hence it draws its name and its nurture— turns for 
fu p p o rt— mufl turn to that pow er to which ihe owes 
her exiflence and her g lo ry — a g lo ry  I had nearly 
faid, that blit lives out its feafon, and periihes. T h e  
K in g ,  Sir, for- it is only an Irilh bill that will difpute 
his authority, m ight fee go o d  and fufficient reafons 
to  appoint the P rin ce  o f  W a les  his R e g e n t  o f  E n g 
land, and M r .  F itzgerald  his R e g e n t o f  Ireland, and 
e canverfo, or  each alternately, as circumllances m ight 
fuit, the Parliam ent o f  E n glan d , not o f Ireland, li
m iting or enlarging the refpective fun&ions o f  either. 
B u t  M r .  F itzg erald ’s bill cut the matter fhort ; for as 
the bill flood, or rather as the act would have flood, 
that gentleman m igh t have faid to the K in g ,  « Sir, 
your M ajefty  ihail not appoint m e, Jam es F itzgerald, 
R e g e n t  o f  your k in gd om  o f  Ireland, though no other 
m an poiTeiTes talents fo well fitted to lead or to rule the 
ítorm . 1 defy you : I hold in m y hand an lr ijh  a£l o f  
Parliament that bounds your prerogative, for it is the 
R e g e n t  o f  E ngland I have made R e g e n t o f  Ireland, 
and the Prince your fon is the R eg en t o f  both k in g 
doms. I have tied you  u p :  you cannot ftir: you 
have put it out o f  your own pow er to appoint me : 
the R e g e n t  o f  England Jha.ll be R e g e n t o f  Ireland. 
Y o u  have put your own great feal to your own dis
qualification ; and though you have done wrong, this 
is neither the time nor the place to difcufs that point, 
nor to reinfiate you in the fundamental power you have 
^enounced. I  -will not be your R e g e n t  o f  Ireland : I
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deny you r p o w e r to conftitute m e the R e c e n t  o f  Ireland, 
unlefs yo u  will m a k e  the P r in c e  g iv e  w ay, and c o n 
ftitute m e alio the R e g e n t  o f  E n g la n d / 1 T h e  fitua- 
tion t o b e f u r e  is ludicrous, but not impoiTible, th ou gh  
m o rt ify in g  and hum iliating to the cou n try  that is 
m ad e  the foat-ball o f  am bition and folly. F ortu n ate
ly  for E n glan d , fortunately for Ireland, the celebrated  
bill o f  this able ftatefman and law yer did not pals the 
tw o  Iriili H o u fe s . H a d  it paiTed, it w ould have re
d u ced  the Britifh M in ifte r  to this bitter alternative : 
either he m uft have cuihioned the bill, and th ereby  
have filenced the L e g ii la t iv e  authority o f  Ireland in 
the m o m e n t that (lie bellow ed final adjuftm ent and 
glorious independence, and thus have endangered  the 
connection o f  the tw o  k in g d o m s, held as they are at 
this perilous m o m en t by a flight and precarious 
thread ;— or, by affixing the great feal o f  E n glan d  
to  the bill, have expol'ed h im felf  to the d an ger o f  an 
im p each m en t, for luffering the regal p rerogative  to 
be in v a d e d :  and in either cafe, Ireland would h ave 
m ade h e rfe lf  to be “  laughed to fcorn, and had in 
derifion of them  that are round about her/* A t  all 
events, wifer had it been in Ireland, particularly at a 
crifis like  the prefent, had ihe not officioufly ftirred 
the queftion. W h i le  it rem ained dorm ant, it could  
d o  no m iich ief; and certainly the country ow es v e ry  
Jittle to the agitators and difturbers o f  it. T h e  refulc 
is, that the diicuffion o f  the fubjeót has but rendered 
yo u r dependence m ore familiar to the m any than it 
was before, for th inking men did not require M r ,  
F itzg e ra ld  to tell them you  have independence w ith
out capacities, and p ow er w ithout the means o f  exer
tion. A n d  at the lame time it has proved, that an in
corporation o f  the tw o Legiflatures, which before 
the debate m ight have been deem ed expedient m ere
ly or defirable, is now becom e a matter not o f  choice, 
but o f  neccility. 1 fliall only add, that had the pre- 
leni bill of R e g e n c y  been  introduced in the year
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J78 9 , inconfiftent as it would have been with the firft 
adjuflm ent, fuppofing that adjuftment to have been 
final, and trenching too on the regal prerogative, I 
Ihould have attributed more patriotifm to the authors 
and framers o f  it. It com es with an ill grace, and in 
a m o il queftionable fhapc indeed, when unncceiTarily 
obtruded in the hour o f  jealoufy and anger. T h e  
queftion naturally occurs, how came the patriotifm o f  
thefe men to fleep for ten years ? and now that they 
are broad aw ake, is it patriotifm or is it party that in
flames their virtue ?

It is (carcely neceiTary to g o  on p rovin g  what is now 
generally admitted : mankind, I think, are pretty m uch 
agreed, that Ireland pofleiTes no direót or fubftantive 
independence ; and none, I believe, but the ftupid 
and the obflinate, perfifl in alledging that íhe does.—  
Y o u ,  Sir, I am  very  certain, have long in your own 
mind given  up the point, though I confefs it requires 
no little fortitude to abjure the principles o f  the b o o k  
we have once avow ed. It is a fort o f  recantation o f  
a man’s political creed, which fom e men adhere to 
m ore devoutly than to the m oil religious fyflem  o f  
faith. A  wife man, how ever, will throw  o f f  his pre
judices as he would other rufty habits, kn o w in g as he 
does, that wilful perfeverance in error ‘ f argues no 
great candor in reafoning.”  p. 45. W ifd o m  is progref- 
f iv e ;  every day adds fom ethingto  the f lo c k  o f  human 
know ledge ; and he w ho revokes an error, only fays 
I am wiier to-day than I was yefterday. W h y  men 
Ihould be afhamed o f  wifdom and know ledge, I can
not tell ; unlefs it be that pride fometimes gets the bet
ter o f  our underilandings, and that, dreading the im 
putation o f  inconfiftence, we are loth to acknowledge 
the impreflions o f  truth. T h is  reafoning, I am very 
certain cannot apply to you ; and therefore, Sir, I 
take it for granted, that wifhing to acquire every pol- 
fible information on a fubjeót that has engaged the paf- 
fions and the interefts o f  fo many men, you have not
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om itted to  fca d  tw o  m o d  invaluable pam phlets lately 
publifhed on the U n io n , one entitled “  D e a n  T u c k 
e r ’s A r g u m e n ts ,”  & c .  ; T h e  other, Cf T h e  political 
and C o m m e r c ia l  State o f  Ireland,”  & c .  ; and both 
edited b y  the v e ry  learned D o ó to r  C la r k e .  T h e f e  
p am p h lets  are w ell worth the ferious attention o f  the 
follow ers o f  the houfe o f F o fte r , becaufe they o v e r 
th row  in toto every  fingle word you  h ave written on 
the fu b jeft  o f  Irifli C o m m e rc e .  I am  not able to  
follow  thefe adm irable writers, one o f  w h o m  I had 
the honor to k n o w , as 1 fhould be proud o f  the a c
quaintance o f  the other ; but w ere 1 as com p lete  m ailer  
o f  the fubjeót as either o f  thefe gen tlem en , and as 
com p eten t to difcufs it, and w ere the advantages o f  
c o m m è rce  ten tim es m ore valuable than I believe them  
to  be, I ihould ftill fay that c o m m e rce  in m y  opinion, 
form s no part o f  the queftion one w ay or the other, 
w h ich , independent o f  every  relative confideration, is 
f im p ly  this, “  Is a U n io n  neceflary, or n o t? ”  T h a t ,  
S ir ,  is the w hole o f  the queftion. T h e  public m ind 
ihould  not be diftra& ed b y  fraótions either againft o r  
in favour o f  this or  o f  that k in gd o m  : for the q u e s 
tion is not, “  W h a t  w ill Ireland gain, or  what will Die 
lo f e ? ”  B ut, “  Shall Ireland be faved b y  U n i o n ? ”
I am aftonifhed to fee a man o f  you r unqueftionable 
talents defcending to c o u n tin g -houle calculations, that 
h ave ju ft  as m uch to d o  w ith the queftion as w hether 
you  rode an-airing this m orning on your b lack , or you r 
g re y  horfe. Y o u  have v e ry  properly told us, that as 
the final adjuftment was conjiitutional, the propofitions 
o f  17 8 5  w ere commercial only. Y o u  draw the line 
v e ry  judiciouily  ; but “  it argues no great candor in 
reasoning,”  that you did not obferve the fame ftriét 
rule yourfelf. C o m m e rc e  and Conftitution are indeed 
diftinct things, and you who knew  the diftinflion fo 
well, ihould not have confounded them .— Important, 
how ever, as com m erce m ay be as an abftraâ: propo- 
fition— and I defire you  will not fuppofe that I under
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rate its value, it is not the queftion before us, and 
thofe w ho refort to it, travel out o f the record. C o m 
m erce, Sir, is loft in the vaftnefs ar d̂ magnitude o f  
U n i o n !  W h e n  the vefiel is finking, what man fits 
dow n to count the num ber o f  bales on board, or to 
calculate their w orth  at m arket ? W e r e  a man at fuch 
a m om ent to com e to yon, and fay, « Til prove to you 
b y  this paper in m y hand, and as plain as two and two 
m a k e  four, that fink o r fw im , ths balance o f  trade is 
in your favour,”  would you not fuppofe that the fenfe 
o f  danger had taken away his underftanding ? O r  fup
pofe  a m an’s houle were on fire, ihould he fit down in 
the midft o f  the flames, and think that the fitteft m o 
m en t to adjuft his fteward’s accounts, what would be 
y o u r  opinion o f  fuch a man ? B ut I b eg  pardon, i f  
the laft conflagration were at hand, and the whole 
world Ihould burft in an earthquake o f  fire about the 
go o d  and virtuous man, jufturn et tenacem propofiti 
virum , his calmnefs would not forfake him, his ju ftice  
and tenacity o f  purpofe would carry him through every  
danger.

Y o u  had your free trade before you had your inde
pendence. Y o u r  independence m oil certainly did not 
g iv e  it you. Y o u  ow e your unreftrifted com m erce 
lefs to your ow n exertions, though you  tell us you  
demanded it (a good  encouraging w ord) than to the 
policy  and proteftion of England, without any c o m - 
paót whatever, and your whole colonial trade, as I am 
informed, is entirely o f  her indulgence and bounty. 
I f  you have encreafed in com m erce, you have but 
k e p t  pace, or rather have not kep t pace with the c o m 
m erce o f  other nations, and with the unparalleled 
profperity o f  Britain herfelf, who gives you thofe ad
vantages, and permits them to you to her own great 
lofs and injury. From  her, and through her you a c
quired your com m erce ; by her you retain it ; and 
w ith  her you will not lofe it, but will enjoy it in the 
fame full extent with herfelf, when fhe ihall m ake you
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herfelf. B u t  in the prêtent d iftraitions w hich  arm  
individuals with new pride and new p o w e r o f  fubjuga- 
tion, w here fplendor infults m ifery, and the haughty  
caille  looks d ow n  with fcorn on the w retch ed  hut w ith 
out its p a rk -w a ll,  and a b o ve  that g o v e rn m e n t w hich  it 
at on ce  em barrafles and overaw es, the means o f  wealth, 
fo far as they m ay be em p loyed  to create an invidious 
and barbarous diltinólion, will b e c h e r iih e d  in p ro p o r
tion as they contribute to preferve  the imrr.enfe dif- 
tance betw een the rich and the poor o f  this bleeding 
country, w hofe wounds c o m m e rce , in the hands o f  
lom e m en, but ferves to blifber and inflame. W h e r e  
there is no middle clafs o f  m en to continue the link o f  
lociety, where the laws g o v e rn  the poor, and the rich 
g o vern  the laws ; w here an arrogating p ow er abforbs 
the wealth w hich  co m m erce  pours into the co m m o n  
fto c k — that wealth w hich fhould feed the indigent 
and reward the induftrious— and afterward lets i t fc l f  
above the laws o f  its ow n creation, th o li  who have an 
intereil independent o f  the people, will not very  rea
dily furrender the advantages they enjoy, nor like  to  
be put on an equality  o f  rights and laws with thofc 
w h om  they have been lon g  in the habit o f  abufing.—  
T h e y  will very  naturally c lin g  to the honey they h ave 
been gathering for them felves, (ficvos , non nobis ineli- 

ficatis apes) and preferve their flin g  for thofe who w ould 
difturb their fecurity, or  divide the lpoil with them .—  
B etter than luch things fhould not have an end, that 
your w hole co m m erce  on the day o f  U n ion , w ere 
fwept from  the face o f  the ocean !— “  Perifh , C o m 
m e r c e !”  fo that we fave Ireland— fave her from her 
worft en e m y — fave her from herfelf I

« W h a t  !”  1 hear you lay, “  would you  d eilro y  
our trade ? would you deflroy our Parliam ent ?”  N o ,  
Sir, but I would dcftroy the trade o f  Parliam ent. —  
Y o u r  trade I would retain ; but your Parliam ent 1 
would export : and when it ihall be expatriated, ihould 
“  the nation call on A lm ig h ty  G o d  to receive their
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fo iem ri thanks,”  p. 19 , few, I apprehend, would agree 
with you  that they were either « wanton or fooliih.”  
Ibid . G o d  forbid I ihould fay there was no virtue in 
yo u r Parliament ! I do  not think fo uncharitably o f  
it. I f  any man fufpe& sthat I entertain a fentiment o f  
this nature, he does me great wrong. I have the ho
nor to k n o w  a great num ber in the aflèmbly o v er  
which you  prefide, whofe virtues I regard as 1 admire 
their talents, though it is m y misfortune to differ from 
fom e o f  them on the prefent occafion. A s  individuals 
they have feparately m y refpeft, and not a few m y 
particular efteem, which I Ihould not beftow did I 
think them undeferving o f  it. W h e n  the poor Curate 
had repeatedly folicited preferment o f  his D ean  and 
Chapter, and as repeatedly been promifed it, but 
never obtained any ; he invited his patrons to dine 
w ith him. H is  ability to entertain fo many worthy 
friends not being very  large, each fent before him a 
diih for his own dinner o f  what he liked beft : one 
provided a ca lf ’s head, another a tithe-pig, a third the 
firft fruits o f  an apple-pie, a fourth a diih o f  calipaih, 
a fifth a carp ftewed in claret, a fixth a green goofe, 
& c .  and the D ean  not to be outdone, furnifhed an 
orange-pudding. T h e fe  the curate toiled up into a 
hotch-potch, and then caufing the O ila to be ferved 
in one great tureen, laid it on the middle o f  the table. 
O n e  took  a bit, another took a bit, a third took a bit, 
and they all took  a bit, but none relifhed the enter
tainment. « H e y -d a y , M r .  S ay-grace,”  fays one o f  
them , “  W h a t  have we go t  here ? H e r e ’s fifh, and 
fleih, and foup, and roaft, and boiled, and baked, and 
fried, and the L o rd  know s what, all cooked together!”  
— <c It ’s a very good diih,”  returned the curate, isn’t 
the dinner your own ?”  “  W h y ,  you impious, im pu
dent heretic,”  cried one and all— cc W h e re ’s m y calf’ s 
head ?— where’s my calipafh ?— where’s my ftewed 
carp ?— where’s m y green goofe ?— and where’s my 
orange-pudding ?”  roared the D ean from the top o f
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the table. “  In truth,’ ’ replied the honeft C urate , 
“  there they are :— an e x a ct  e m b le m  o f  yourfeives : 
feparately y o u  are v e ry  g o o d  fellows, but the d e v il  all 

to g e th e r .”
T h e  legiflators o f  m y  country I re fp e ct:  I ihould  

not be a g o o d  m e m b e r o f  the ftate, i f  I did not : but 
as a H o u fe  of C o m m o n s  fp ea k in g  the legitim ate v o ic e  
o f  Ireland, or reprefenting / h e  entire b o d y  o f  the 
p eo p le , w hofe organ  it o u g h t to be, and e m b ra c in g  
the unqualified interefts o f  the w h ole , with a p o w e r 
equal to its difpofition to ie rve  that whole :— as a 
branch o f  the L e g ii la tu re  co m p e te n t  to m anage the 
Jocal and feparate interefts o f  this k in g d o m , and at 
the fame tim e to  unite thofe interefts w ith the m o re  
g en era l and enlarged interefts o f  the em p ire ;— in fact, 
as a P arliam ent capable o f  gu id in g  the ftate-m achine 
with a fteady hand, and in perfect confent with the 
L e g iila tu re  o f  G re a t  Britain— I d o  m o il  explicitly  d e 
clare m y  th orou gh  doubts o f  its fufficiency. A n d ,  
S ir, I d o  farther fay, that were their fufficiency as 
p erfe ct  and capable as it ou ght, it would be an abfo* 
lute im poffibility to w o rk  the tw o  machines in fepa
rate accord  and independent unifon. I deliver not 
this in the fpirit o f  party : I write it with con cern  
that things cannot be better m anaged. T h e  fault lies 
deeper than you r Parliam ent : they cannot help it :

• th ey  w ould  m ake it better i f  they could : but while 
yo u r conftitution continues in its prefent form , as fure 
as caufes produce their effects, things will continue 
the very  fame. Y o u r  prefent conftitution did not rife 
out o f  the revolution o f  1688 : the benefits o f  that 
conftitution never flowed to Ireland. T h e  revolution 
o f  that day, as it affected this country, was a confti
tution o f  e x c lu io n s  and profcriptions : what has fince 
been  accom pliihed  for the relief of the country, has 
been gru dg in gly  done, effected with difficulty, and 
jealouily perform ed, while its narrow fuccefs only 
ptoves the neceility that nothing ihould be left unfiniih-
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ed. I do not believe it pofiible, under the frefen t or-, 
der of things, you could have a better Parliament : it 
has therefore m y praife and m y thanks : but ftill it is 
imperfeCt, becauie your conftitution is im perfeft. 
\ v  hen you  lhall poflefs the com plete benefits o f  the 
revolution o f  1688, which as yet you have not enjoy
ed, thofe benefits by becom ing general will extend 
their influence to the whole ; and the whole o f  courfe 
will gain by it. It will not then be, as Blackm an in 
the novel lays to lady Paragon, «  I ihould be v e ry  
happy to oblige your ladyihip— and were it m y own 
cale— but as Sir G ilbert is m y particular friend, m y 
confcience w on ’t let me do it under double price.”  
T h e  language would be changed with the occafion : 
i f  a meafure was to be carried, it would not carry 
w ith  it its jo b b  ; and as no tax would then be impofed 
buc by neceffity, that neceffity would recom m end it : 
no man would be quartered on a bargain, and no man 
could take huff that his demands were not fatisfied. 
T h in g s ,  Sir, would wear another a f p e d ;  and the 
very  com m erce o f  the country, on which the queftion 
is im properly made to turn, would be applied to the 
enriching not o f  this man or that man, but o f  the 
whole com m unity. Y o u r  Parliament, I lay again, 
has m y refpefr, becaufe it m akes the laws which fuf- 
tain the ftate, and fecure the individual ; but its per
fection, or its incapacity to becom e better, no man 
w ho is not a flave and a flatterer will fubfcribe to.

B u t left malevolence Ihould impute to me a difre- 
gard for the interefts o f  com m erce, I beg leave to 
obferve that I confider U nion as the beft and only 
means o f  iecuring it to Ireland : Separation would be 
its inftant extinction. U nion  would break up a C o n 
ftitution whole weaknefs has deterred capitaliits from 
fettling am ong us, and alarmed domeftic adventurers, 
that will not hazard their properties where there is no 
moral certainty they lhall be fecured. T h e y  know

enough

28



e n o u g h  o f  Iriih  independence, not to  trnff it. In 
all this con rroverfy , m uch as has l * e n  faid on the fub- 
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efforts, it can never fairly launch into the ocean o f  
wealth and fplendor. But  throw open the ports o f  
profperity to Ireland, and you clofe th e d o o r  fo reve r  
againft rebell ion; for no man will fay, that thofe who 
are rich and happy prefer infurrection to fecurity ; or 
that the late convulfion rofe out o f  the wealth  of the 
people.  Sir, it may be traced to the poverty  and 
wretchcdnefs o f  the difcontented, whom the gripe o f  
the hundred-handed Briareus had nearly fqueezed to 
death. It is not what you call her independence, that 
has given com m erce  to Ireland: but it is the want o f  
U n io n  that has kept  her fo much behind England. 
W h i l e  the latter has encreafed her capital in a four
fold ratio fince the year 1782,  notwithftanding the 
long and expenfive war fhc has been engaged in, the 
encreafe o f  Irifh capital has been almoft as nothing ; 
and it is idle to fay, that at any period, and lead o f  
all at the prefent, it would be for the benefit o f  E n g 
land to injure Irelands or that with a feparation (tar
ing her in the face, ihe would com m it  an a ft  o f  
treachery and violence,  that would infallibly end in 
her own ruin. T h a t  pride and pcrverfenefs may argue 
after this fooliih manner, I have no doubt, for fuch 
arguments are abroad s but none but the proud and 
perverfe will ufe them. W h e n  Britain (hall put your 
com m erce  on the very  fame footing with her own, 
when fhe fhall turn that com merce to the fame ufeful 
account, when ihe (hall guard it from internal fliocks, 
the adventurer will be very little anxious to which 
country he bringsofois capital. Enjoying  equal fecu
rity, with equal political and civil rights, ihould he 
confult the quickeft  return o f  his profits, Ireland 
m o il  probably he will make his choice, as well be- 
caufe her geographic fituation opens to him a fpeedier 
market,  as becaufe the price o f  labour will be found 
confiderably cheaper. W it h  the riiing wealth o f  the 
nation, the wages o f  the work-man will indeed en
creafe i for induftry brings its value, and wealth can

afford
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afford to reward it. O f  Irifli c o m m e r c e  I fhall then 
be the fincere friend ; and I ihall love  it the m ore,  b c -  
caufe it will re m o ve  the neceffity o f  corrupting  the tie- 
" M o u s ,  and feeding the avarice o f  indigent ambition. 
C o m m e r c e  thus circumftanced and rendered valuable 
ihould be cherifhed : and i f  that o f  Ireland be fo  
iuper-abundant and profperous as yo u  affirm it is 
that luper-abundance, that profperity, are the v e r y  
rcafons w h y  it ihould not be loft by feparation, but  
that U n io n  ibould preferve and iecure it. Y e t  all this 
is nothing to the purpofe : it is not a queftion o f  c o m 

m e r c e  we are confidering, but a meafure o f  neceffity - 
and in that l ight only it deferves to be treated. C o m 
m erce  is a. fu tu re  confideration.

F o r  the lame reaion too, when I hear fo m uch a r 
g u m e n t  wafted on fin a l adjujlment, m ore  than on e-  
third o f  yo ur  b o o k  h avin g  been em p loyed  in the pa
rade o f  p ro v in g  it, as i f  it fignififd whether it was 
p ro v e d  or  n o t ;  I f trongly  f u l p c d  the validity o f  yo u r  
cafe : and when I find it to fail in fuch able hands as 
yours,  I have ftill a farther right to doubt its fu/fici- 
e n c y  It  is Icarcely worth obferving,  that you  h ave  
not been fuccefsful in your attempt to pro ve  the ar
rangement o f  17 8 2  interdictory o f  U n i o n :  but one 
thing I cannot forbear to notice, becaufe it ihows the 
cafe o f  that writer to be extrem ely  defperate, w ho 
was unable to let up a more candid defence. C o u ld  
yo u  have found an argument more conducive to yo u r  
purpole,  I am unwilling to fuppole you would have 
taken refuge in one that cannot advance your credit 
either as a politician or a writer. In as folemn a man
ner as i f  you had been able to a c c o m p l i t  the thino- 
you  had promiled to perform, you undertake to pro
d uce  « a ftrong record to prove the fenfe o f  the na
tion as to the final accompli lhment o f  the fettlement ”  
p. 16. T h is  ftrong record you tranfcribe at length 
and then triumphantly add, « T h u s  did the nafion 
call on A l m i g h t y  G o d  to receive their folemn thanks

for
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for his bleflings to both k in gdom s in the accom pli ih-  
ment o f  this final adjuftment.”  p- »7 * U p o n  m y  
w ord,  Sir,  from you 1 did not expeét  fo much pious 
p o m p  founded on fo little candour o f  argument.  ̂ T h is  
addrefs o f  the two Houfes,  which you tell us is “  a 
ftronger record”  (and I take you at your w ord)  “  than 
any you have produced,”  notwithftanding the folemn 
affurance you had given us, does not fay one fingle 
word from the beginning to the end about/«^/ adjuft- 

' i v i f f -  ment, or  any thing l ike  it. A l l  the w i& in g  and tor
turing you g ive  it, all the p o m p  and fwell o f  w.ords 
yo u r  piety employs both to ulher it in and to fet it 
off, has not been able to m ake it fpeak either the 
fpirit or the language o f  final adjnfiment. B u t  it 
ipeaks a language of another fort ; and it proves by  
a ftrong record indeed, that your famous fettlement 
was nothing more than an accommodation o f  your 
differences with G reat  Britain. W h a t  does the ad
drefs fay ? I g ive  it in your own words,”  Particu
larly for that union, harmony, and cordial affection, 
which now happily fubfifts between his two k in g 
d o m s”  p. 16. T h e i e  words forming part o f  the a d 
drefs, you quote in Italics, and o f  courfe would have 
us lay particular ftrefs on them. I have read the 
quoted words and the whole addrefs more than nine
teen times, and am fo ftupid that I cannot difcover 
in either the fmalleft trace o f  final adjuftment. A n d  
if we may judge  by the addrefs itfelf, it ihould feeni 
that the thanks of the nation are returned to A lm ig h ty  
G o d  as much « for the fignal fuccefs o f  his M aje lty ’s 
arms in the Eaft  and W e f t  Indies,”  as for any fettle
ment final or not final. T o  have inferted the words 
final adjuflment, by way o f  bar or exdufion to Union, 
had been both impertinent and impolitic ; impertinent 
as to the matter at iffue, and impolitic as unneceffarily 
ihutting out the confideration o f  a great conftitutional 
meafure. W h a te ve r  might have been the dream o f
Ireland, England was not quite fo vifionary. A n d

indeed
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indeed fo l itde was the exclufion o f U n io n  then in 
the contemplation o f  G r e a t  Britain, that very  fooà 
after your final adjuftment,  I heard L o r d  N o r t h  h im - 
fe lf  in the Briti ih  H o u f e  o f  C o m m o n s  re c o m m e n d  
the propriety  of incorporating the tw o  k in g d o m s  : but 
he added, the Irifh Parliament was not then in a h u 
m o u r  to l ike  it ; though he had no d o u b t  tbe^ time 
was not far off,  When their g o o d  ienfe would difcover

its expedience.
B ut  to the point. fc T h a t  h a r m o n y / 5 fays the 

add refs, “  w hich  n o w  happily fubfifts,”  proves,  or 
it proves nothing,  that fuch harmony had not always 
exifted. W h a t  reference, 1 would afk,  has this to 
the queftion ot U n i o n  ? O r  how  does it preclude a 
d e f e r  connection o f  the tw o  k in gd o m s ? O r  where 
have  we'in  thefe words the fin a l adjuflmcnt yo u  had

pro m iie d  us ? *’ •* v v
G o o d  G o d  ! will you tell me that the m a k in g  up  

o f  your differences with G re a t  Britain, is a c o m p a c t  
o f  the two countries which forbids U n io n  ? W i l l  
you  tell me that an accom m odation,  in which nothing 
fin al is either expreffed or  implied, and ftill lets 
“  ftrongly recorded,”  is an aitual,  conclufive,  and 
immutable adjuftment of conftitution ? W  ill y o u  tell 
m e  that the arrangement has fo com pletely  bound 
G r e a t  Britain, for fhe is one o f  the two k in gd om s,  
that like the pinioned A n d ro m e d a,  {he muft wait till 
fom e Perfeus Ihall arrive to deliver her ? O r  will 
you  argue that the finality attaches to Ireland only, 
for that Ireland had a difference with h erfe lf?  O r  
will you lay, that the harmony fubfifting between the 
two  k ingdom s is the final adjuftment o f  one o f  them ? 
W i l l  you, Sir, « call H e a v e n  to witnèfs”  p. 33. thac 
your differences with England were not then in c on 
templation, and that this addrefs had no relation to 
thole differences ? C an  you fay, will you fay, that 
whoever does not read the words cc final adjuftmsni”  
where they are not to be found, is an impious parri-
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cide ? In what fchool o f  fcience, o f  tr.orais, or o f  
religion was that man educated, who can argue after 
this “  wanton and foolirh”  manner ? Excufe  me, 
oir, but really I feel indignant at juch <c Ipeculative 
theory and idle declamation”  in a man o f  your fuper- 
lative talents. In one o f  inferior eíteem, I ihould 
have termed it fomcthing more than a laple o f  the pen.

A n d  I am ftill more aftonifhed, that confcious your 
quotation contained nothing about final adjuftment, you 
lhoiúd re-quote the very lame paffage, and ileal the 
words final adjuftment into it, at the diftance o f  s e v e n 

t e e n  p a c e s ,  thus altered to your purpofe, “  that 
union, harmony, and cordial ojfeclion, which the fin al 
adjuftment of. 1782 fecurcd to ooth kingdoms.”  T h e f e  
words you alfo give  us in Italics, as a faithful tranfcript, 
and as i f  the words final adjujlment had actually conili- 
tuted a part o f  the addreis. T h is ,  I confel's, does 
not  beipeak all the candour o f  which it was capable. 
A n d  when you have thus dreiTed out the paiTage, in 
order to prove its fidelity, you impeach M r .  Pitt  in- 

ftanter o f  impiety for having «  called H e a v e n  to wit- 
nefs in vain, there was no fin al a d ju j l m e n t p. 33. 
T h o u g h  you accufe M r .  Pitt  o f  fuch raih and ill- 
timed mifconduit,  I Sir, fhall not follow your ex a m 
ple, but leave you to your own reflections, obfervin^ 
that neither your final adjuftment nor your abufe o î  
the Minifter, fuppofing them both to be well-found
ed, bear at all upon the queition ; which is nor, « Is 
ti,e aajuilment final againft U nion,  or has England 
broke her faith wich Ireland, or has M r .  Pitt, like 
T yp hæ us,  defied the throne o f  Jupiter”  ? But the 
queftion, like that o f  com merce,  {lands thus, “  Is 
U nion  hecefiary”  ? 1  hings cannot remain as they
are : you had once faid fo yourfelf. Neither can 
they : a change has become indiipenfable ; and i f  it 
were not, a new order o f  things is rifingon the world : 
N ovus jam  nafcitur ordo : A n d  ihall Ireland, weak,
dependent, unfettled Ireland, think to fit down with 
her final adjujlment ?

I do

34



I do not lo v e  to charge others with wilful m isquo
tations, that may be only the errors o f  hade,  k n o w 
in g  that the m o i l  attentive writers will fometimes fall 
into mi (lakes they would be  happy to correót : I fhall 
therefore, Sir, leave another lach o f  y o u r  pen to 
y o u r  better cailigation. In page 2 1 ,  you  have thefe 
w ords,  “  Ireland therein [addrefs o f  the Commons^ 
M a y  28, 1 7 8 2 ]  declares that the adjuilment is final, 
b y  alluring his M aje ity  “  that no conftitutional quef-  
tion can e v e r  hereafter ex i i l  betw een the k in g d o m s  to 
interrupt their h arm o n y.”  H e r e  the w ords can ever 
hereafter are fubilituted in the place o f  w ill any 
longer, as they (land in the original addrefs. H a d  
the words “  no conftitutional quefl ion can ever here
after  e x i í l , ”  formed a part o f  the addrefs, I fhould 
h a v e  thought  them very  i l ro n g  indeed : and while 1 
to o k  it on your authority, 1 confeís I was d a g g e red  : 
but the words o f  the addrefs are, “  w ill any longer
ixijl” -------- “  T O  I N T E R R U P T  T HE I R  H A R M O N Y . ” ----

P r a y ,  Sir,  mind thofe words. H e r e  is no adjuilment 
preclufive  o f  Union -, but a rem oval  of certain dif
ferences that had <c i n t e r r u p t e d  t h e  h a r m o n y  

o f  the [two]  k in g d o m s  j”  and that now  thofe diffe
rences being  done away,  they Cf no longer exift 
T h e  queftion before the C o m m o n s  was not that o f  
Union, but o f  Regulation $ as it is not now a queftion 
o f  Regulation , but a qucilion o f  Union. A n d ,  Sir,
I do think you yourfelf  thought the fame o f  it, when 
you fupported IVlr. F itzgera ld ’s bill o f  R e g e n c y ,  that 
impiouily endeavoured to infringe this holy c o m p a ih  
A n d  let me alk,  how happened it, g o o d  Sir, that 
tearing this com padl up by the roots, and profaning 
it with unhallowed touch, you fhould defend, in * V  
long fpeech,  the inviolability o f  the Conilitution o f  
178 2,  yet  fupport  at one and the fame time a bill 
which more violendy broke  in on that fettlemeint r 
A  bill which violated that very Conilitution you had 
been labouring for feveral hours to prove  ought not

F 2 to
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to be touched on any pretence ; bjowipg, l ike Æ f o p ’s 
traveller, hot and cold with the felf-fame breajh ? 
I f  the Conftitution was im m oveably  fettled in 1 7 8 2 ,  
yo u  fhould not have endeavored to ftir it in 179Q ; 
unlefs indeed you invert the proverb and fay, that the 
hutpble man may fteal the iheep, but the great man 
m u i l  not look  ov er  the hedge, and argue that to be 
a virtue in a P r im e  Serjeant, which you tell us is 
rank blafphemy in a Priroe IVliniiter. But it is odd 
enough, you fhould juftity an infringement o f  your 
boafted Conftitution, fo inviolate and perfect in all its 
parts, yet  folemnly afiure us, that nocjueftion o f  C o n -  
ilitution “  could ever hereafter exift”  !

In a political fenfe, Ireland ^t this moment ftands 
as a blank a m o n g  the nations, a terra incognita oh 
their maps. Europe  little troubles herfelf about our 
fquabbles for power, and I believe never yet enquired 
b y  what fort o f  tenure this out-lying corner is held to 
E ngland,  whether by grand or petty ferjeantry. She 
k n o w s  that the deepeft cou n fe lsof  Ireland cannot in
fluence the meaneft tranfaótion in the humbleft o f  
{he European States. But m ake Íriíh independence 
complete, and you m a k e  it formidable : while it r e 
tained over its own affairs the very fame dominion it 
now poffciTes, it would have a voice alfo in the affairs 
o f  the empire. A t  prefent that voice is not heard 
beyond its own fhores; but let its thunder become ver
tical, let it burft over the heads o f  thofe on whom it 
m ay fall with effcit ,  let it roll in a Senate where a 
B u rk e  and a Sheridan have interefted, and illumined, 
and aftonifhed the world, who will fay that Ireland 
lofts her independence the moment fhe makes her- 

heard, dreaded, and admired? E v e n  the fine 
fpeech lately delivered by the Speaker o f  the Iriih 
H o u fç  of Com mons,  would be loft to pofterity, had 
not Great Britain herfelf made To confpicuous a figure 
in it, and curiofity prefcrved it as one o f  thofe preci
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pus morfels o f  e loquence  that p ro v e  w h at  genius  and 
talents m i f  applied are capable  of performing.

1 have heard it laid, that Ireland m igh t  retain her 
Parliam ent independent o f  E n glan d ,  and yet be ad 
mitted into the full counfels of the empire.  A  m o 
m e n t ’s reflection will expofe the abfurdity o f  fuch a 
notion. Litt le  as Ireland enjoys o f  fovêreign inde
pendence,  more would be its ow n diflblution, l ike  
an excels  o f  blood that deffroys the body.  A s  it is, 
what embarraflments arid difficulties does your prefent 
m e ag e r  independence throw in the way o f  G re a t  B r i
tain ! T h e  v e ry  oppofition you'  are n ow  g iv in g  her, 
whether effectual or feafonable to the public affairs,
I ihall not here enquire, proves  more thdn the R e g e n 
c y  had done, that you  ihould not be fruited with 
p o w e r — a po w e r  you  are fo capable o f  mifufing. 
W h a t  diffraftions. independent o f  iubaltern confide- 
rations, would eniue, i f  G re a t  Britain ihould madly 
take the Parliament o f  Ireland into her counfels, un
der the arrangement o f  17 8 2  ! T h e  meaneft o f  her 
inconveniences would be the confufion o f  two inde
pendent itates adting metaphyfically for their c o m 
m on and feparate g o o d ,  diftindt but' united, yet  nei
ther diffinót nor united, but fom ethm g betwixt  both 
and neither, and neither and both, incomprehenfibly  
com prehending,  with a Quicunque vult o f  political fal- 
vation. W e r e  the infanity o f  England to encreaie the 
fphere o f  your independence,  otherwife than by U nion ,  
w h a t  w ould  b eco m e o f  her creating and confirming 
powers,thatin  the guicunque language muff without doubt 
p eri ft] everlafiingly, or  g o  hand in hand with capricious 
and iturdy Ireland, to the certainty o f  delay, and the 
vaft probability o f diilention and defeat in fome of her 
m o i l  decifive counfels and conclufive aits ,  d em an d 
in g  p ro m p t and vigorous difpatch ? A l l  treaties now 

' on foot with foreign nations muff be difclofed, fufpend- 
ed, modified, old ones perhaps opened and arranged, 
and the other powers o f  E u ro p e ,  in this d i f f k u l t a n d

perilous
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perilous fituation of the E m p ire ,  and o f  Europe it- 
lclf, be brought to entertain a new and unheard-of 
itate, as well in their prefent as in all their future n é 
gociations with Great Britain, and perhaps too in lame 
unfortunate hour with Ireland herfelf, independent o f  
England. Imagination is bewildered in the perplexi
ties o f  a more enlarged independence permitted to 
Ireland ; but which very independence would be fup- 
plied by an incorporation o f  the two kingdoms, that 
would then a ft  and treat as one, indivifibje and inte
gral in ail its component parts. So that, Sir, with
out meaning to impeach or infubilantiate the inde
pendence you do enjoy, I have no difficulty to fay, 
that 1 but wrcftle with a ihadow, when I combat the 
e m p ty  phantom you let up.

A f te r  what has been written, the independence o f  
Ireland, it is apprehended, will be found to be merely 
o f  a civil, intra-judicial nature ; little more than m u 
nicipal, and powerful in its own bailiwick only. A s  
for external authority, I have not heard that Ireland 
pofícffes any, unleis her Adm iralty-aft  may have en- 
fured to her the dominion o f  the feas. T o o  long in
deed has ihe commanded in the Red-fea -, it is time 
the Union-fiag were .hoifted in the Pacific. B ut  what 
part o f  her independence would Ireland lofe by unit
ing with the moft powerful nation in the world ? Siti- 
glenejs ihe would lofe in the double Legiflature,  but 
whatever fhe might gain, ihe could lofe no more. 
She would exchange difcord for harmony, jealoufy for 
kindnefs, ftrife for confidence, weaknefs for ftrength. 
a name for rank, fubordination for equality, and fe- 
parate danger for mutual fecurity. Y e t  Ireland is not 
fatisfied: She had rather retain the empty honor o f  
high-founding independence, than poiTefs the folid ad
vantages o f  imperial conneftion ; and we are threat
ened with a fécond civil war, before the embers o f  the 
laft have ik p t ,  ihould England prefume to raife her

from



from, her humble and worft  bumbled condition ! Is 
cr w, l om  . I am fure it is not her gratitude. 

admitting Iriffi independence to be as f o v e r e w i  
and u n con tro l led  as yo u  contend it is, would U n io n

s L n í h ‘ p eXrt,n^ 10f r O f , t,iaC .indeP ^ e »<*? D id  the Span,  h I entarchy lole their independence when they
fet ed ,n the M o n a rc h y  o f  the E m p i r e ?  D o  tive

k i l l i n g s  Jofc their value when conlblidated into one
crqwn  ■ 1 he proud Caftilian would draw  his rapier
on the man who ihould tell him that he was not inde-

S  r o ‘ í Í arC, th° k  C0' fcderactd ilat«  Ids  p o w 
erful to-day than they were before U n io n  ? S u re  I
am , let their preient weaknels  refult from what it may 
their ftrcngth has not been impaired by  U n io n  ■ and I 
f t o u l d  ave lutle  difficulty to p rove '  that L ;  L  
Union, the proud k in g d o m  o f  Spain would not at this 
day have a name as an independent nation. T h e  n u m e 
rous provinces  o f  Fran ce ,  G uicnne,  Franche  C o m p t e ,

f b o v ^ r  r , aCqi,iral by C° nquèlt ° r hy  cc(r>0n, and a bo ve  all the late acceffion o f  B e lg iu m , now  incôrpo

rated with France herfctf, have they not by  their c o n -
iolidation formed that em pire  which at prelent fhakes

the world, (whether happily or u n h a p p y  ?or  man
k m d , is not here the queftion) and even prefumes to 
defy the ° f  the B n ti lh  (bates ? Suppofe  Sir
that R u ff iaa n d  G reat  Britain were at this m o m en t  to

X ’  07 *  they ^ 1 ir indcP - ^ n c e  in thea c c r a c t n c e  or their united ftrcn^rh ? , i

confound diftindnefs with independence will argue 
that they would : but d if t indbefi ,  I ih . l l  n r e S

h  A t e i - V n ^ ' c  Ù tiK-Ugh Ufli° n f0meti
ftill I I T ’ ,C Bntain and 'reland would 
ft.ll be independent, and more independent too Z ,
either o f  them ,s as difcnited members o f  he £  
empire : their confolidation would communicate e'v 
vigour each to the other, as in ch y m iih y  two c o l o T  

llcluors Wl11 Produce a colour by Union ■ 2  ~ 
pow er  and m ore  r e i p e d  would follow them, die '
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prefent diftinftnefs being the immediate weaknefs 
o f  one o f  them, and confequently the relative im 
becility o f  the other. Independence, I mean Sir, 
that fort o f  independence afcribed to Ireland, carries 
in its very  boiom  the feeds o f  feparation. In private 
life we fee that d if l inil  authorities always create dii- 
tinct interefls, which again lay the foundation of c:on- 
cealed iealoufies, that firft ihew  them fdves  m difcon- 
tent, then rife into hoftility, and finally adjufi them- 
felves in feperation. It is the natural courle of hu
man affairs, and no wifdom o f  man can ftop this pro- 
grefs o f  caufe and e f fe d .  Union alone, in making 
that power which is divided and diítinét, o n e ,  by con- 
folidating the interefts o f  both, each conceding and 
each embracing, can iubftantiate the power o f  either; 
refembling two flames, that by meeting becom e one, 
and burn the ftronger and the brighter from their 
union. Such,  Sir, would be the marriage o f  G reat  
Britain and Ireland, who would then form one family 
l iving in one houfe, and having but one intereft, with 
that °intereft directed to their com m on advantage. 
T h o u g h  I prefume nothing, and certainly lay no claim 
to i n f l a t i o n ,  this will be found j u f t a s  true as that 
other o f  divine authority, « I f  a k in gd om  be divided 
againft itfelf, that k in gd o m  cannot ftand ; and it a 
houfe be divided againft itfelf, that houfe cannot ftand.

M J  H a v i n g  mentioned Belgium, I ftiall embrace this 
opportunity o f  ftating an obfervation L had referved 
for another place. T h e  Kings o f  France, and parti
cularly Lewis  the Fourteenth, had for a long time been 
endeavouring to poffefs themfelves o f  Belgium, know - 
ina it would be o f  invaluable importance to their i 
f i a n c e  in the icale o f  Europe. U ndoubtedly  its pof- 
S o n  w a , a n  objeft  o f  the firft m agnitude, 
balance o f  power, that artificial magnet which poifes 
the continent, always refilling this acceffion o f  ftr g 
to monarchical France, her new Republic ,  nor over-
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apt to ftand m uch on c e re m o n y  with h er  neighbours,  
has at length  made it her ow n.  I have not  before 
m e  the S tate -p ap e r  g iv e n  to the public  by  L o r d  
M a lm e fb u r y  in the year 1 7 9 6 ,  but as near as I  can 
recolleót, L o r d  M a lm e ib u r y  required o f  the F r e n c h  
com m il l ioners  the reiteration o f  this n e w  acquifu ion .
I forget  w hether  it appears b y  the paper, but  I b e 
l ieve  it to be true, that this requifition o f  the Briti ih  
Am baiTador was refiited on the grou n d  that B e lg iu m  
was not a fingle m e m b e r  o f  the F re n c h  ftate, o r  a 
m ere  acceil ion o f  new  acquired territory,  but  that 
h av in g  been united  ro the em pire ,  it form ed and con -  
ilituted an integral part o f  the. em pire  itfelf. T h e  an- 
iw e r  was fo conclufive  that it required all the coolnefs 
and addrefs o f  the Britifh A m b a i ïà d o r  to g e t  o v e r  it, 
and he m ade this fine obfervation;  [ /  w rite,  Sir ,  
from  memory.]  «  T h a t  in a late conference, they had
infilled m uch on the fuperior en e rgy  o f  France  as a 
R e p u b l ic  ; but i f  under the M o n a rc h y ,  when F r a n c e  

b y  their ow n account was fo m uch w ea ker  than ihe  
is now , the powers o f  E u r o p e  had j u d g e d  it e x p e d i
ent not to allow this annexation o f  territory to F ra n ce ,  
there was the more reafon that F ran ce  ihould not n o w  
l ;e permitted to retain it.”  T h e  anfwer, to be fure, was 
con ceived  in the true fpirit o f  the old fyitem , that 
had lon g  been the h obb y  horfe o f  J o h n  Bull,  and o b 
tained for him through E u ro p e  the appellation o f  
M onfteur Balance : but it was addreffed to R e p u b l i 
cans, w ho ride a hobby-horfe  o f  another fort : B e l 
gium  is ftill incorporated;  and France,  they faid, 
could not ieparate the integrity o f  her E m p ire .

 ̂ N o w ,  i f  the i* rench commiilioners did require o f  
tne Briti fh  ambaiTador, as an article o f  négociation, 
t.iat the federal connection between G reat  Britain and 
Ireland ihould be duiolved,  L o r d  M .  had not that 
aavantage in the argument,  prom pt and excellent as 
his anfwer was, o f  which the commiilioners availed 
themfelves in reipect to B e lg iu m  ; and the com m if-

c  fioners
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fioners m ight  h ave  reafonably argued from the Hinder 
and doubtful tenure o f  an appended ftate with a fe- 
parate legiOature. B u t  let Ireland be united w i th  
G re a t  Britain, look  how ftrong would the argu
m ent when it ihould return upon the French : their 
ow n  words would be found to bear with additional 
force u p o n  themfelves, when Ireland ihould be thrown 

into the oppofite fcale as a meafure o f  Balance. A f 
ter incorporation, E ngland might affeft a difpofmon 
to m ake peace, and fend her ambaffador a third time 
into France.  Should no peace be concluded, and 
v e r y  probably none would, as neither fide difcovers 
m u ch  inclination to lay down its arms, nor did difco-  
v e r  any in either of the former négociations, particu
larly in the laft, which feems to have been nothing 
more than an embaffy o f  difficulties and obftruftions 
on both fuies I fay, ihould no peace follow a third 
embáilv ,  the Britiih minifter might com e forward to 
the people and fay to them in triumph, » I have 
complied with your defires : I offered them peace : 
it  was rejefted : they wanted m e to fever Ireland from 
the empire, but would not diffolve their own union 
with Belgium . T h e  union was to be all on their 
fide, the diftraction on ours. I ihould lofe m y head, 
and would deferve to lofe it, had I confented. B r i
tons, is it your wifh that the price o f  peace ihould 
be  the detruncation o f  the empire, and the difiolution 
o f  your unity, fo formidable to France, and obtain- 

' tained with fuch immenfe difficulty and danger ? W ill 
y o u  b r e a k  your imperial integrity ? Y o u  mujt : France 
will not m ake peace, i f  you do not. P u t  down that 
haughty nation ! U nited  we are, and let us unite 
with one heart and one hand to preferve unbroken 
the facred com p an ion  o f  the empire.”  Such, bir, 
1 prefume, or fomething much better, would be the 
argument o f  M r .  P itt  ; and who would fay that he 
was not a confummate politician ?
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W e r e  the terms o f  y o u r  b o o k  p ro p e rly  defined, a  

few  pages  w o u ld  ferve to g iv e  it an anfwer. I d o  
not  r e c o i l e d  that y o u  have  ufed the exprefs w o r d  
diitinftnefs in the fenfe o f  independence, but  yo u  c e r
tainly ufe its primary d ijtin ii  to denote independent ; 
and the whole  (train o f  yo u r  b o o k  confiders feparate- 
nefs o f  legiflature the fame with independence of 
em p ire .  Diftindtnefs, S ir ,  is not independence : i f  
it  were,  the 10c o f  M a n  would be independent o f  
G r e a t  Britain,  from which it is as difbnCt to the full 
as independent Ireland, and juft  as independent too 
( I  be<* pardon) as Ireland is n o w  t h a t ih e  has founded 
her claim to fovereignty  o n  diftinCtnefs. Y o u  feem  
not to have underftood the difference betw een diftindt- 
nefs o f  p o w e r  and diftinftnefs o f  place ; but in y o u r  
zeal  for Iriih independence,  have retted its l iabili ty  
on  the waves o f  the Channel.  T h a t  w h ic h  is inde
pendent o f  another, is certainly dift inft  from that 
o t h e r :  but  that which is dift init  is not thereroie  in
dependent.  T h e  Briti fh  colonies are dift inft  from the 
m o th er  country ; but what would y o u  fay to the m an 
w h o  ihould argue from thence that they were  inde
pendent ? T o  confound then diftinftnefs with  inde-  

pendence, is ju ft  as abfurd as i f  1 were to call the 
horfe that y o u  ride independent,  becaufe he is an ani
m al  dittinCt from his matter. D ijlintln ejs  is its o w n  
p r o o f  that it is not the thing to which it is com pared,  
iutt as a deplumed c o c k  is not a man, though fophif- 
try,  w e  k n o w ,  had once attempted to prove  them 
the* fam e,  or at leaft twin-brothers l ike  C a f lo r  and 
P o l lu x ,  ovo prognatos eodem. A n d  how  again, I be-  
feech you,  will you prove union to be “  extinction”  ? 
W e r e  the ftream o f  the L if fey  turned into the Royal 
Canal, would that be  the drying-up o f  its channel? 
W h a t  cements and binds things that are feparate, 
cannot poffibly be extinction : I would not argue with 
the man, who ihould maintain that it was. F o r  the 
fame reafon, the identification o f  two bodies cannot
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b e  the deftruftion o f  one o f  them, ftill lc fs o f  both ; 
but  ihould identity deftroy, then both m u d  perifh to
gether  j and then your pofition would lland thus “  T h e  
m om en t  F n glan d  and Ireland identify their legiflatures, 
the empire o f  G reat  Britain is at an end.”  Y o u  fee*

xxr’ ',jt0 W^at abfurdlcy  y ° ur argument leads you! 
W o u ld  the infufion o f  the fame wine from two diffe
rent bottles into a third, annihilate the claret that was 
in them ? T h e i r  dijlin5tnefs would undoubtedly be 
dettroyed, but the liquor would continue the very 
f a m e ;  unlefs indeed fome men ihould think the 
dregs the beft part o f  the bottle. Y o u  fend to your 
gr o c e r  for a pound o f  tea : he has divided it into two 
equal parcels : you return the teas' from the papers 
they came in, into a canifter. I*s not that the v e ry  
tea your grocer  fent you ? Is the tea thereby deftroy- 
ed ? Perhaps you will anfwer yes, for that the tea 
being imperial, it was bad for the conftitution. T h e  
junction o f  two diftinft legiflatures, like the junction 
of  the teas, no perverfion o f  language can torture into 
their deftruftion. U nion  might deitroy diitinftnefs, 
as it would produce identity ; but after an incorpora
tion of the two kingdoms, Irifh independence will 
remain unimpaired W h a t  a f t  o f  parliament can
annihilate a Jhadow ?

• ° f  ^ e  two countries, poiTeiT-
rng diitinftqefs o f  legiflatures, (1  really want words to 
g iv e  your airy nothing

*

u  A  local habitation and a nam e1*)

I confider as a caufe o f  diftruft, and confequently as 
a fource o f  weaknefs : and I much queftion whether 
the invidious refidence o f  the crown itfdf, never vi- 
fible to Ireland but in its functionary capacity, jea-  
loufly and darkly exercifed, as it creates diJtinSt- 
nefs, be not a ftrong though filent caufe o f  diffatisfoc- 
tion. N o r  again am I iure, that the very delegation 
of the crown does not contribute to convince the

people



people  daily,  that fom ething  is wanting to com p lete  

r  'd e p e n d e n c e .  M u c h  as they r e t ó  the ore

í a n d Wm o f t y reP rcftn ta^  o f  M a je f ty ,

but n w h  “ 7  r  d n y W0U,d be> i f  they ^.d not)

Í Z r  Í  33 frÍend t0ird3nd ™dtheir confcioufnefs that the crown is but (ha- 
d o w e d  out to them, while the fubftance is k e p t  out o f

l  è CXraC,es 3 illfPlcI° n  that they have not the entire be„«S, o f  the (Britiih) co„ffi,uti„„. T h e  people o f  
Ireland, thofc I mean o f  [he old #ock '
r t - m  a o i  ,eh ° P " " 0n °  POWCr !hat ft“ ds b « * " „
them and the crown, and h o w e v e r  interefted fome 
i n ™  m a y  b e  in p r o v o k in g  the lo w e r  oidérl! te „ a -  

rally attached to k i n g s :  and the m ore  loyal they

the n i r f e T 6 7 u -maCe P reroS ativ'e, and demand 
• Pcrf^ < o n  o f  their conftitution. T h e y  are not
ignorant that the beft intentions o f  the f o v e r e w i  are 
fum enm es intercepted and fruitrated by  a dark and 
e x c lu Jive go vern m en t,  independent b o t h 'o f  k i n "  and

£ S V - ™ " o f  the k * a m *el re the moft  1S capncioufly  denied them ; while

e t a t r r  t í t>ft ^ a r d .  are retained, and 
i n ?  k »? " E  l,n£ rac,0lls manner, by  tell-

Ç 3  c o 'n v S e te  t d i & ^  " s H
« * « « "  r i f e  another, that the independence 

n ow  m co m pletc  by the abftnce o f  the crown, „ n i  
hnd its completion when the two houfes Ihall m ove  
with the executive  in the proper jphere o f  irS attrac

wn I f " f  the, Crovvn f t o u , d be refident with your 
wo houfes o f  parliament, or your two houfes o f  par

Lament ihould be ref,dent with the crown : nothin-

would con i  rtgUiar> f°  ordcr>y > a nd nothin!  
would conduce more to eftablilh the quiet o f  the

country



c m r n y  in .he people’ s we“ f t - c c

r  , for : W h o e v e r

t k s f r  Î i n l ' / à L r  A  will  f p » d  his tune to 

very  little purpofe. tc v igou r”  0f  your

T k  rar ' J k h  t o o  p a t . i c a l l y  I * ™ ™  ™  “parliament, which y  P ^  ^  yQU contend

« followed up, p- l l 3 » , r i f  th t  more you
that Ireland Is ftrong to defendj t t r f c l f ,  the^ a  ^

but convince me o f  her imp ^  r

that not all your ye o m tn ,  ai j ftocra tr’ained and
regulars, all your a k e n  an ained ’with as much 
difciplined as they men to battle
zeal and religious fu y f  a few pikes arrayed
could r.fift the brutum as thofe ar-
againft them : and that e  ?  . numbers,
in its and affil iations were, yet n e l* 5  could avail

nor their from without.
them in the day o f  battle,^ i i M f o ® *  that
T h o f e  pikes in thofe hands o f  thole ve^ y ^  ^

afcendancy had fo often m u e > ^  Ireland to hide 
fpifed, compelled the arm‘ uke a fcared child

its head tn the bofom o g  > caufed its “  v ig or”  
clinging to the maternal breaft, ™  L e t  it be

«„ , L  a, .aft to the ? £  .. vigor”  o f
a leflon to Ireland! A n d  w e n  areat m an re-
your parliament, that w hen Louth ,  report
turned laft ( t a m e r  ,nto the o u n ^ o l : „ L o u t

fays, he was forced to trave _ . -je a h umane
left that vigor ihould b e / ^ ^ fo ^  and vigorol)S> 

and merciful general, no q thr0ugh an oppreffid
not only rode with a fingle gro t> had his
a n d  mfurgent people, but .« the heatol: ^  ^

life fpared him, and even P fi„hringagatnft. 
danger by the ve rym e n .« h o rn  he was fig by

T h a t  man, we all kno , lamentation,
cc v ie or.”  But when we look at your
w e find yo u  date the ftoppage put to your « t ^



v ig o r  from  the m onth o f  “  J u n e '\  the aufpicious 
æra o f  the prefent pop ular  L o r d  Lieu ten an t ’ s c o m 
in g  into power, and interpofing his m ild  but  firm 
a u th ori ty  to e xt in gui ih  that rebellion, which v ig o r  
h ad  excited,  and v ig o r ,  it feems, was unable to af- 
fu a g e .  T h e  country m u ft  not owe its tranquility  ta  
a n y  power but your own, or to any meafure fhort  o f  
coercion ; as the favages o f  the Southern  O cean  cure 
their  diforders,  not by emoll ient fanatives,  but  with, 
incifions and cauftics, with the hot iron and the 
k n ife .  Sir, yo u  are weak ; y o u  are no m ore a na
tion, i f  by U n io n  yo u  do not m a k e  yourfe lves  Jirong . 
F r o m  hating the people,  and procla im ing war with, 
their  pov e rty  and their prejudices,  you  muft  learn 
t o  love  th em , and teach th em  to love y o u :  by ad- 
miniftering to their neceflities and rendering th e m  
content, you  m uft  draw th e m  to virtue \ and w h en  
y o u  h a ve  m ad e  them m oral ,  induftrious,  and h a p p y  
— but not till then— you will enfure their obedience 
in their affeótion. It  is to union, Sir, and to u n i o n  
o n l y ,  that you can look  either for repofe or fecurity.  
H o w  lon g  is this fyftematic warfare, this inland trade 
o f  fratricide, to laft ? Is it never to have an end ? 
B u t  is v ig or  to go  on fcou rgin g  and burning,  till all 
the  blood-veflels  o f  the ftate fhall be emptied ? ln -  
fenfible as you feem to thefe things, and unwilling to 
allow them at all, there is little hope they will change 
for  the better, till the great change íhall correét 
th em . N o r  can you fuppofe that E n g la n d  will be 
always feeding and pampering your independence to 
her own inconvenience, to the m akin g  o f  you pow
erful againft herfelf, and the furniihing yo u  with the 
means o f  rifing, or affeéting to rife above your pre
fent connection with her. M i .  Pitt  is no f o o ! -, and 
i f  he w as ,  the Briti ih  cabinet are too wife to be 
“  cajoled, duped,  and threatened”  (p .  3 1 )  by an 
afcendancy, which like that o f  another fort, the higher 
it climbs, the more it expofes its foulnefs and defor
mity.
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A  minifter I muft always fuppofe intends well* 
that he regards the public  fafety above all other con
federations, and that the w h o ’e o f  h is  minifterial 
conduct keeps this great  o b j e d  conftantly in view.
I confider him, then, as one w h o  thinks the interefts 
o f  the crown and the people to be beft ferved when 
each has its full and proper fhare o f  power,  and 
that power again is dreóted to the go o d  o f  the 
whole.  W h e n  the energies o f  the country require 
to  be called forth, he will confolidate the phyfical 
ftrength o f  the one with the conftitutional influence 
o f  the other, whofe momentum he will employ to 
g ive  impulfe and direction to the machine, animating 
it with the mafter-hand, like the tripod o f  the divine 
artift. Should duft and rubbiíh impede its motions, 
he will rem ove the caufe, and repair the defeats that 
embarrafs, or altogether fufpend the adion  o f  the 
w o r k .  I f  this be a proper duty in a minifter, and 
perhaps it is his firft, he who calls the exercife o f  fuch 
d uty  a “  p r o je d ”  (pdffim) has an opinion very d i f 
ferent from mine. 1 do not fee how the crown and 
the people can a i l  in concert, while a third power 
ftands as an ifthmus to prevent their conftitutional 
ju n d io n .  H a d  the minifter wifhed to precipitate a 
union, he could not have devifed a furer or a fpeedier 
mode o f  bringing it about, than by permitting inde
pendence to Ireland. T h a t  cannot well be a p ro jed  
which the wifeft men in the two k ingdom s had long 
and often recommended*, and which at the time you 
volunteered yourfelves into independence, was fore
men by all confederate perfons as a neceftary and early 
confequence. Y o u r  independence was the projed,  as 
thcfe vvho now refift union, have projeds o f  another 
fort. But i f  union be a projed,  then the union o f  
W a l e s  was a projed,  and the union o f  Scotland was 
a pro jed ,  and all the benefits that have refulted from 
thofe unions, are projeds : but I know o f  no pro
j e d ,  no union fo difgraceful or fo injurious to Ire

land



land,^ as tne union o f  nominal Sovereignty with  
practical lubjedtion ; as I k n o w  o f  no union fo 

m on ftrous  and unconftitutional,  or fo  oppofite  to in 
d e p e n d e n c e ,  as the union o f  b o ro u g h s .  T h i s  bo- 
ro u g h -u n io n ,  which thrufts i t fe l f  between the crown 
and the people,  and intercepting the royal  favo r  
d ark ens  the fplendor o f  majefty,  is well defcribed in 
the  G r e e k  fable .—  I he moon being under an eclipfe, 
com plain ed  to the fun that he had withdrawn his l ig h t  
from her. \ o u  accufe m e w ro n g fu l ly ,  faid the fun,
d o  1 e ver  ceafe to p ou r  m y  rays on you  ?__I b e ?
pardon,  quoth the moon, it is not y o u r  fault , but  
tnat Ci i r t y  planet the earth, which has g o t  between us.

1 Sometimes picture to m y fe l f  the m eeting o f  aris
tocracy with the miniftcr, when the bufinefs o f  the 
fcfiion is to be fettled. T o  be fure, the man who 
has to manage the many-headed beaft is to be pitied.

n iu ^ Pat anc  ̂ l troak  it, and k e e p  it in h u 
m or ; and the great  danger is, ihould h e  ftroak it 
a u k w ard ly ,  that the animal,  l ike  the p o e t ’s horfe 
undique tutus, will recalcitrate. T h e  minifter pro-

? . * ? •  , cor; u Ption h e f i t a t e s - »  R e a l ly ,  gentlem en,  
this bufinefs murt be carried ; it isabfo lu te ly  necefla-

ry/ r ~ V haC, Wil1 y ° U § ‘ Ve us ? “  Y o u  are p r o v id 
ed for a lready.”  I f  we be, yo u rfe l f  had the benefit
ot it : we can t do it now.— “  N a m e  your terms.”
W h y ,  fays one more facetious than the reft, J h ave
read in one o f  m y children’s f tory-books,  that when
the city was in danger,  the aldermen met to confult
on the public fafety : the carpenter propofed &
wooden p a l i n g  to the bridges,  and deal gates to  the
ftable-lanes : they were g o o d  againft fire. T h e  pa
t n o n c  draper recommended a number o f  linen b*les
to be h u n g  out o f  the windows, like A r c h im e d e s ’ s
woo! facks: over the wall } they were go od  for trade.

h e h o n tf t  h.iberdafher advjfed thread-paper foldier« •
but for m y own part, faid the currier, there's nothin?
like leather.— "  Sure you wouldn’ t have a leather-



t a x !  thofe who wear no fhoes, cannot pay it.SJ— B u t  
thofe who prefume to feafon their miferable morfel, 
ihall : G iv e  us a falt-tax.— It is thus,  Sir, that a m i
nifter is forced to g ive  way, to presen t  the public af
fairs from (landing ftill ; and it is no wonder this lord 
o f  the lion heart, this w olf  independence, whofe 
appetite becomes voracious in proportion as you feed 
it, ihould fet its face againft union, know ing that union 
fets its  face againft him, as fome men quarrel with re
ligion, becaufe religion is at war with them. W h a t  
a m a z in g  expence will be faved to the country,  when 
the devouring Polycephalus ihall be deftroyed, and 
one governm ent (hall ferve for the tw o  kingdom s ! 
In  faét, Sir,  as we bring with us into the world our 
own principle o f  death,

( T h e  young difeafe, that m u d  fubdue at length,

G ro w s with it? growth, and ftrengthens with it? ftreDgth)

fo y o u r  independence brought,  with it its own de- 
ftrudlion. T h e  hour o f  its diffolution is come : its 
conftitution is worn out atfeventeen years o f  age, as 
the debauched youth falls into an early confumption, 
and defcends to an immature grave. H is  friends, to 
be fure,raife m<iny a difmal ditty, but D eath  whofe ad- 
jujlm ent alone is final, fteps in and fettles the account. 
W h e n  union (hall have deftroyed the only venomous 
animal that can exift in Ireland, pofterity will fcarce 
believe that afcendant ariftocracy could have fo long 
poifoned public happinefs, or ftung the land, that 
had fed and nurtured it in its bofom.

W  hile the lights o f  philofophy are breaking in on 
the rèft o f  mankind, Ireland alone continues in ori
ginal darknefs. T h e  real interefts o f  the country 
either are not underftood, or are wilfully perverted. 
T w o  faótions diftraét the ftate, and he that pretends 
to the moft illumination, as is generally the cafe, is 
the lefs informed o f  the two. “  U n io n / 5 fays the
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Irifh C a th o l ic ,  “  is a g o o d ,  fa v in g ,  wife, and falu- 
tary  m eafure.” — “  F o r  that  i ing le  reafon,”  q u o th  
the O r a n g e - m a n ,  “  and becaufe you  fay fo,  I will re- 
fift it.”  S ays  the firft, “  M a je f ty  that propofes,  and 
his V i c e - r o y  that reco m m en d s  this healing balm to 
o u r  w o u n d s ,  I refpeft,  I h on or ,  and I em brace,  and 
the meafure {hall have m y  fulleft fupport.  D o  

you  a p p ro ve  it ?”  fays the loyal O r a n g e - m a n ,  »  then 
y o u  vile Irifh Papift ,  becaufe you  l ike  it. I ’ ll op p ofe  
it,  in the houfe,  and out  o f  the houfe, witn m y  vo ice ,  
with m y pen, w ith  m y  fvvord, unguibus el rojlro. — -  
“  B ut  the venerable reprefentative o f  M a je f ty  * 

lo v e ,”  fays the C a th o l ic ,  «  he does not pu rfu e  m e ; 
he holds out  amnefty ,  and fooths m e into order an 
o b e d ie n c e .”  “  O n  that  v e ry  account,  you^ bare
le g g e d  rafcal,”  fays the burning  loyalif t ,  “  I’ m his 
e n em y.  P a rd o n  a rebel ! 1 never can fo r g iv e  that. 
In the houfe d e c o ru m  and p re fcn b e d  form s m ay  re- 
ftrain m y  rancour : bu t  out  o f  it, not the virtues nor 
the  laurels o f  the veteran ihall fecure h im  fro m  
m v  calum nies.— W h a t ?  Refpedt a Croppy !

' I t  is thus,  Sir, that Ireland has no p e o p le ,  and 
n ever  can h a ve  a people under the prelent order o 
th ings,  nor until k indred ihall em brace  k in d re d ,  and 

Jn the words o f  m y  motto,

Cognat afque Urbes elim y populofque propinquity 
E p iro, H efperia, quibus idem D ardanus au6lory 
A t  que idem cafus, unam faciem us utramque 
*1rejam amtr.is: maneat ntjiros ea cura nepotei.

Viro. Ætf. 3.

T h i s  rancour in the bell igerent parties will refolve 
that phœ nom enon in politics, a  Popifo Republic. 
W e r e  it a republic o f  choice,  it would be a p h œ n o 
m enon indeed ! B ut  being a republic  o f  neceflity, the 
C a th o l ic ,  whofe principles naturally  lead him to m o
narchy and even to hierarchy,  b u t  w o r r e d  and pur- 
fued by  his O ran ge  brother, finds himlelt  compelled
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to take refuge in republicanifm. H a d ,  however,  
the loyalty of the O ran ge-m a n  not been quite fo hot, 
be  affured, Sir, w e  fhould never have heard the words 
Popijh Republic. Fortunately  indeed the O ran ge  
loyalift has not been able to prevail on the Catholic 
republican to unire with him againft his K in g .  T h e  
Catholic  will not truft him : he has bled enough al
ready ; and he knows that had it not been for him 
who now invites him to take up arms, the blood o f  
his country had not flowed. Befides, the Catholic is 
conftitutionally loyal : his paflive patience for a cen
tu ry  under all the odium and oppreiTion he had en
dured, and with the open invitation o f  two rebelli
ons, in which he took no fnare whatever^ has evinced 
his attachment to regal government far more ftron^Iy 
than tht  fiarning zeal o f  the ireful Orange-man proves 
his loyalty. N o ,  Sir, the Catholic  wiil not ft ir: I 
have great reafon both to think and to hope that he 
will n o t :  he will not oblige the loyal Orange-man, 
who at this very moment (Augu-ft 17 )  i f  the W e x 
ford exprefTes m a y  be credited, with a badge o f  fe- 
dition at his breaft and a corps o f  blood-hounds at his 
back,  lights his path to power with the torch o f  reli
gious difcord. Y e t  he cannot provoke  the peaceful 
Catholic  either to refift, or to join him in arms. Sir, 
I fay again the Catholic  will not oblige h im i moffc 
ungrateful would he be, were he to m ove  one fingle 
ftcp againft the crown, after all that the crown has 
been doing for hitn% and more that it is now offering 
to do. I am no Catholic,  and have even (I take 
ihame to myfelf)  drawn my pen againft that injured 
body : but were they to join the O ran ge-m en  againfl: 
their K in g  and oenefaétor, I ihould ceafe to be their 
advocate, as I fhould be the firft to condemn them as 
men, as chriftians, and as deferving fubjects : neither 
would I now offer a word in their favor, did I not be
lieve the Irifh Catholic to be as loyal and meritorious 
as the beft Orange-man o f  them all, I have but one
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w i/ h i n í h .s f l u p e n d o u s e f t a b l i í h m e n ^ v i z .  T h a t i n f t e a d  
o f  beholding  the fcene renewed that I witne/Ted the 

other  day at the Caft le-gate ,  where,  becauie it h a p 
pened to be the anniverfary o f  the battle  o f  A u e h r i m ,  
a n u m n e r o f  O r a n g e  heroes in uniform  valiantly  af- 
laulted the perfon o f  an unprotected lady, that cri
m in al ly  wore  a bit o f  green ribband in her h a t ,—  
1 m a y  lee the O ran ge- l i l lv  and G reen -f l iam rock  unit
ing to anilh all party d iA in d ion s  whatever,  in the 

j o y f u l  celebration of one anmverfary on ly  “  T h e
anniverfary o f  the g r e a t  u n i o n  of  t h e  t w o  
k i n g d o m s ”  ! ! #  )

T h e  y e l lo w .fever  and green-f ickn eft  are the death 
public v ir tu e :  their ravages have  deftroyed more 

than the un paring fword. 1„  a moral fenfe, th ey

« n p f l  f h/ P P inefs’ and f l i g h t  the j u i i  hopes and

f  I ? ' a °  • 5 ln 3 Pol!t,cal’  they relax the ener
g y  of  the ilate, impair its health and vigor,  and ren-

í d i f t 7 n °  i eart£ fs‘ A t  th£ fame time the m o ” ° -poh ft  o f  loyalty affiimes more than he is entitled to,

and h T  a T  ? n. the ftate t lm i  the injured

d e la tio n  > • derVirtg  C a r h o l ic > w hofe  m o -
r " b££«  a *»>« he finds his fervices
d i idained,  and his perlon rev i led  and bufFetted. A

d a T m Î f l ^ ' T  Ulldir oppreffion, th o u gh  his

f i v r  rU - Certaln’y a betI:er tic,e to public
favor  than his no.ly  and boaftful brother, who would
engrofs  not only all authority,  but all alleoianc- and

Z Î I  Cj .  el,f* T h e  O raugç- l i l ly  ft J [  ,i|M
d eadly  U p a s ,  that bears itfelf  no fruit, nor fufFers 
any to grow  within its influence. L ilia  nec laborin'

t h T ' a f t d ’ cor“ ’ Pt O ra n ge  has fqueezed
the , aft drop of its unwholefome ju ic e  into the cup
o independence: the poifon has reached the heart
and the patient muft die i f  fom ething be not done
for- h,s relief : the ft .te-phyfician has b « , i  called in

h ° wfoever you m ay diflike or difparage his nofi '

tram,



tm m , It is vour duty  either to adopt it at once, or 
to  prcfcribc fome other medicine in its ftead. W h ile  
n u n  do nothing but {hake their heads and take tneir

fees, the corpfe is at y o u r  door.
B ut  while 1 (land up for the loyalty o f  the <~atho- 

lie, it will be objeóled to me that 1 argue againft 
matter o f  f a d ,  for that the late rebellion was 
plot. T h o u fa n d s  have faid it, and thoufands believe 
it, becaufe il has been fa id . V ain  and contempt,b,e 
■fiumption 1 Sir, there is no p ro of  o f  it : rt is a. 
affertion, an impofture propagated by. knaves,  a 
fwallowed bv fools, that always form the larger num
ber in ever7 com m unity .  £ « i  vult ^ a ^ .  íaid-Gan- 
canelli ,  àecipialur : 1 fay fo too, but let the knaves 
b e  marked. Y o u  will tell me that three parts m  
four o f  thofe concerned in the rebellion, were C a 
tholics : admitted ; but this does not prove that it 
was a Poptjh flot,  i t  only proves th.it in a country, 
three parts o f  whofe inhabitants are Catholic,  and 
pne-fourth only Proteftant, with a rebellion general, 
three parts in four o f  thole concerned mu ft necelTa- 
rilv be Catholic.  It is as numerically p am as that 
three and one make four. Y o u  will r e p l y , the re- 
bellion was not general, for that the N o rth ,  which 
was aim oft wholly LJroteftant, did not n fc  a 
T o  this I atifwer, that this fame Í op ,(h plot, on the 
authority o f  vourfelves, was hatched and matured 

in the Proteftant province o f  Ulfter ; wlj ere* ^ 
vet  better authority, O ran ge  firft began the wo k  
o f  blood, and provoked that province to aiTocratem 
its own defence. » T o  H ell  or to Connaugh was 
the counter-f ian-, and it gives fome to en o ,
i n .  g, ace, that O r a n g e  itfe lf  now d . f o w n s  a n d  i s  afhamed

o f  It. T h is  was your F o Pi i h Plo t ,b eg u n b y  Orange-men,

end afterwards refilled by Proleflants H a d  the Pro- 
testants formed one h alf  o f  the people, and t h e L a -  
thohcs the other half, then the rebellion that was^ge-



neral m uft  necefiarily h a ve  confided o f  an equal n u m 
ber of  the two rel ig ions ; and then too, 1 fu p p c fe ,  
it w ould  have  been a Popijh  plot ! O r  take it the 
o th er  way ; had the people been only  one-fourth  C a 
th ol ic ,  and the other  three Prote ftan t ,  and the re
bellion ju i t  as general as it was, then the Proteftants  
m u ft  have  form ed the larger n u m b er  by three parrs 
in four, and confequcntly  there w o u ld  h a v e  been an o
ther political phœ n om en on,  a Proteftant  plot to ered: 
a Popifh  R e p u b l ic  ! N o ,  fays the b ig o t  O r a n g e 
man, it would (till be a Popijh  p l o t !  A n d  yet,  Sir,  
1 could prove  your O r a n g e - m e n  to be ju f t  as gu i lty  o f  
a Proteftant plot  to ex t in g u i ih  the G o v e r n m e n t  by  
tneir oaths and their lodges,  which were juft  as ille
ga l  and treafonable,  and. juft as dangerous  too, 
as the oaths and clubs o f  U n ite d  Iriihmen, as were 
the  Catholics ,  quoad Catholics, g u i l ty  o f  any plot. 
1  he truth Sir is, religion was but an accident in the 
bufinefs, as the fchoolmen call it, till the d o g s  o f  dif- 
cord made it a property. Still  1 fay it was but a p o 
litical diftinétion, of which religion was made the fign*  
a mere pretence, a nGin?ne-de guerre, to ferve the few 
th ro u g h  the injury of the many. 1 repeat, Sir, that 
relig ion had nothing to do in the bufinefs either on 
one fide or the other.  1  here is no religion ftirringr : 
i f  there were, we ihould not have witnefled (o m u c h  
want o f  charity with fuch abundance of fpiritual ran
cour,  nor yet fuch fcenes o t carnage as have choaked  
all defcriptiun. N either  ihould we behold fuch infi
delity ,  and atheifm, and deiim, and profaneneis 
pervade  every clafs o f  men, whether Cathol ic  or 
1 rote liant ; who if we may j u d g e  by the num ber o f  
their murders,  acknow ledge no other l i o d  but M o 
loch,  v\hoie temples have reiounded with the ihrieks 
o f  pain and the howlings o f  defpair, whole altars 
have reeked and fmoked with human blood, or 
groaned with the victims o f  immolated age, and at 
whofe feet, as at the altar o f  the Spartan Diana,  in

fancy
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fancy has been fcourged by the rods o f  Afcendancy.
__« Suffer little children to come unto me, for o f
fuch is the k in gd o m  o f  H e a v e n . ”  But A fc e n d a n c y  
whips the little children, th at  they  m^y rebel both  
againft N a tu re , and the G o d  o f  N a t u r e ; — that  they 
m ay become parricides, and perjured accufers o f  

their,innocent parents, to  prove th e  exiftence o f  a 

popish p l o t  !
T h a t  it was not a Popijh  plot, let us turn our eyes 

on the unhappy gentlemen, now ilate-priioners, and 
fuppofed to be leaders in the late rebellion. A r e  the 
majority o f  them Catholics ? A n d  i f  they be not, 
the argument applies in the progrefliv-e ratio o f  that 
majority to prove, that it was not a Popifh  plot,  
b u t  a U nion  o f  the whole people, not to efíabliíh a 
Popifh  democracy, but to difencumber themfelves o f  
that very po\\er from which the propofed meafure o f  
U n io n  is defigned to relieve ~hetn. H a d  it been a 
Popifh  plot, it is fomewhat fingular, and unlucky 
too for thofe who maintain the affirmative, that by  
far the greater part ot the leaders whofuffered, fhould 
have been Protefiants. W a s  the property that has 
been confifcated, the property o f  C a th o l ics?  Y o u  
will not fay that it was. '1 he plot could neither have 
been concerted npr conducted by the lower orders *, 
and it is well known, that the upper orders o f  the 
Catholics had little or no concern in the rebellion. 
M r .  O rr  himfelf was a Northern,  and a rigid Caivi-  
niit. It cannot be fuppofed that he would aid and abet 
a Popijh plot!  A n d  indeed when we refleft that the 
K in g  himfelf had for twenty years before been {train
ing every nerve to emancipate his faithful and lov
ing fubjefts the Catholics o f  Ireland -, and that his 
belt fervices had always been inteicepted and refifted, 
and afterwards frittered  by the afcendant ariitocracy 
o f  the country, it will not be very eafy to account 
why the Catholics, as Catholics, fhould have con
trived a plot againft the crown o f  him who was do

ing



în g  them all the kindnefs in his  pp^er.  I f  th e y  d id  
pot  plot againft him before they rçéeived thefe favors ,  
i t  is againft  all rule to fuppofe they would plot  againft  
h im ,  while they were in the courie  o f  h a v in g  thofe 
favors  conferred. T h e  plot  was not againft  h im :  
W h a t e v e r  conJlruRitic treafon, therefore,  m ay have 
been im pu ted  to thofe o f  them who have fuffered, o f  
an intent to take  away the K i n g ’s life, it was but con^ 
ftruétive. I he people were difcontented : the m a jo
rity  happened to be Catholics  ; the C ro w n  they lo v e d ,  
b u t  the O r a n g e  they abhorred. T h e  ariftocracy for  
o b vio u s  reafons c lu n g  to the crown, but the crown no 
farther adhered to the  ariftocracy than it was forced 
to do : 1 fay forced ,  for the fituation o f  affairs o b l i g 
ed the crown to temporile. U n d e r  this ariftocracy 
the people groaned ; they could not ihake it off, but  
by  revolt  : they revolted againft ariftocracy, b u t c o n -  
f t r u d iv e ly  againft the K i n g  T h e y  were not revolt-  
ers becaufe they were Catholics ,  but were C ath ol ics  
becaule they were the majority o f  the p e o p le :  e rg o ,  
fays M r .  Afcendancy* it was a P o p ijb p lo t!  S u ch  is 
the logic  o f  thefe men, and certainly it is o f  a piece 
with their charity.

O ,  but it muft have been a P o p i ih  plot, for  a 
num ber o f  their clergy to o k  part in it, and fome o f  
them  died in the field and others on the fcaffold. 
Conceditur. B u t  ftill this does not prove  it a P o p i ih  
plot.  Jackfon,  the firft convióted o f  treafon, was a 
Proteftant  clergyman : and m any other Proteftant 
c lergym en  aéted fecularly alfo. Som e o f  them ftep- 
ped  beyond their d u ty  and beyond the laws, and 
thofe that did (feveral o f  them at leaft) died violent 
and untimely deaths. ] fpeak it with horror ; m y  
blood freezes while I write it : both the age and the 
country have been ftained by i t :  but all this does 
not ju f t i fy  the eftablifhed clergy.  T h e  zeal o f  the 
reformed church, according to modern notions, may 
have been commendable : but certainly it was not o f

i the
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the ápoftolic caft -, and its forwardnefs no more 
proves it to have been from G o d ,  than it proves it 
was not a Proteftant plot, as much as a Popifh plot.

Y o u  muft indulge me, Sir, with a few observa
tions, not irrelevant to the prefent point. A n d  firft, 
let infidels feoff  and rail as they may, I hold it as a 
maxim  equally fooliih and unchriftian, that two peo
ple profeffing the religion o f  the fame divine mafter, 
citizens and neighbours, friends and families, fhould 
at the very clofe o f  the eighteenth century, cut one 
another’s throats for their difference o f  opinion in 
fpeculative matters, i f  you chufe to go  to H eaven 
in a balloon, and I  chufe to ride Clavilino,  w h y  
fhould we quarrel about our mode ot travellings' 
T h e  chriftian religion enjoins as to have no ftrife 
either in fpiritual or in fecular matters -, and fure I 
am, that when man has joined thefe together, the 
nature o f  the precept is not changed. T h e  all-feeing 
J u d g e  does not allow us to fhuffle with him in this 
manner. W i t h  much more reafon might the L u 
theran quarrel with the Calvinift  for pulling and tear
ing all the lace from his coat, than with the Catholic  
for continuing his embroidery. D oes  not the L u 
theran himfelf  follow the example o f  the Catholic in 
retaining a little o f  the fringe ? W h a t  at this 
moment are your Cathedrals? Tranilate the word 
Cathedra into Proteftant profe, and it means neither 
more nor lefs than the Pope's Chair ? and what are 
your difpenfations, but Papal indulgences granted 
ex Cathedra ? I f  you do not pray to faints in form, 
do you not dedicate your churches to them, thus 
hoping to bribe them to your prayers and propitiate 
their interceilion ? O r  when you confecrate any 
new church, i f  you but continue fuch dedication, do 
you not in and by that very confecration connive with 
your confciences? I f  you have taken down the 
Crofs from your altars, have you not ereded the T e-  
iragramrnaton in its place ? Shall it be holy reverence
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o n ly ,  to exprefs the ineffable Creator,  and ran k  id o 
latry,  to exa l t  the fym bol  o f  the R e d e e m e r ?  Is 
not  the Proteftant  infant initiated and received into 
th e  bofom  o f  its ch urch  by the fig n  o f  the Crofs ?  
s h a l l  the fame thing be a virtue in L o n d o n ,  and a 
crime at R o m e ?  I f  y o u  are r ig h t  in yo u r  refpeit  
tor the Crofs  once, the C ath ol ic  cannot be wronsr in 
his  r e fp e d  for  it always : and i f  the Catholic" be 
w r o n g  m his re fp e ft  for  it always, yo u  cannot be 
r ig h t  in y o u r  refpeft  for  it once, " \ V h y  therefore the 
A n g l i c a n  ch u rch ,  which retains lo m any o f  the P a 
pal ceremonies,  with  fo m u ch  o f  the p o m p  and 
pow er o f  R o m e  as well in temporals  as in fpirituals, 
ihould g o  to loggerheads  w ith  her fitter, for lo v in g  
a little go ld  fringe as well as herfelf,  I ihould be g la d  
io m e  learned O ra n ge -m a n  would inform me. Y o u  
will not anfwer, I am fure, that the church is m ade 
for the c le rg y ,  net the c lergy  for the church. J a c k  
and M art in  do not quarrel  ; yet Jacic differs m ore 
irom  M art in  than M art in  differs from  Peter.  A n d  
w h y  d on ’ t they break one anothers heads ? Becaufe,

7  theH °  not find it their political intereft, for as 
1 iaid before,  religion conftitutes no part o f  the quef- 
tion. Sir, I will hazard a ftrong afl'ertion, not at
all afraid that Í fhall  not  be able  to defend i t ; __that
there does not at this day exift one Papift in the 
w orld .  Roman Catholics there are many : but a P a - 
pift I do not believe is to be found in all Chriften- 
d o m .  I ihall have no objection to enter the lifts 
u po n  the queftion with any learned gentleman : his 
talents at argu ing m ay be far fuperior to mine, as 
his  erudition, 1 am certain, will be found much 
greater,  but  o f  the faét I entertain no doubt,  nor o f  
m y  ability to prove it.— A  Popifh p lo t!  Sir, you 
know , and the government knows it was not a Popiih  
p l o t :  A fcen d ancy  provoked,  and Afcendancy has 

*nd A fcendancy will be humbled : but its hu
miliation will be ju f t  as much a Poniih  plot as its own



provocations arc one. «  O h ,  the horrid d ogs”  ! 
favs ariftocracy, “  fure they believe in Tranfubftan- 
tiation ! W a s  there ever any thing fo monftrous ? 
Y e s ,  gentlemen, your own H ocu s-p ocus; (Hoc eft 
corpus) o f  incomprehenfibilities -, yo u r  Popijh  A.than- 
afian creed is juft  as monftrous. Y e t  that fame 
creed o f  contradidtions formerly ( th an k  G o d  Wat 
perfecution is over)  occafioned oceans o f  Chnftian  
blood to be fpilt j as did another orthodox difpute, 
equally  to the honor o f  religion and the falvation or 
fouls, “  W h e t h e r  Eafter ihould be k e p t  at the new 
or the full o f  the m oon”  ? T h a n k  G o d  that perfe
cution too is over,  for in Ireland the moon is always 
at full. T h e fe ,  gentlemen, are as monftrous as 
Tranfubftantiat ion,  or the monfter Ariftocracy ltlelt. 
I f  any crime attaches to the poor Catholic  for be
l i e v in g  in the converfion o f  the bread, alas . it is

but  little of it that falls to his (hare : hard and bit
ter is the cruft.that he eats, a n d  would y o u  deprive 
him o f  the confolation that his G o d  is m it . )  y» 
good gentlemen, do you juft  as Popiihly  e íeve m 
myfteries ? I f  he fuppofe the blood o f  his Savior to 
be  in the cup that his Prieft  denies him, but drinks 
himfelf  with benefit of clergy, will  you take upon 
v o u  to fay that the blood o f  the Catholic is not m 
everv cup o f  the Proteftant ? Is the chalice o f  amen
dant luxury  fo pure, fo unpolluted, that not one 
drop o f  Popiih  blood is ever known to enter it 
F riend  as I am to  the Reformation, and well as 1 
know  the vaft advantages that have refulted from it, 
I am free to fay, that the ir ijb  Catholic  was born 
under an unlucky planet, when Proteftantifm became 
L o r d  o f  the Afcendant. Shalt you condemn the 
church o f  R o m e  for her Anathemata,  while your own 
church thirteen times in every year, once a moon, 
fulminates her thunders againft all thofe without the 
pale o f  her belief,— party per pale, as the heralds 
fay,— curfing them to everlafting d a m n a t . o n ^ a
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W hofotver w ill be favcd ? S urely  thofe who boaft  their  
f o r m i c " ,  yet k eep  in chains both the m ind and

£ r h a v e not received its b e 
nefits, are not quite fo blamelefs  as the poor unlet
tered peafant, from whom they criminally  w ith h o ld  
th e  means o f  k n o w le d g e ,  and then have  the charity 
to reproach and even  to punifh him for his igno
rance. A n d  again, gentlemen, with all yo u r  chari
table  abhorrence and perfecution o f  the R o m a n  reli
g ion,  yo u  have yec perhaps to learn that you retain 
in yo u r  form o f  wor/hip the v e r y  MiiTal o f  R o m e  
herfelf,  yo ur  afcendant l i turgy  being neither m ore  
nor leis than an accom m od ation  o f  the L ita n ia  B . 
M . Virg,, and a garble  o f  L ita n ia  Sanfforum^ with, 
other L it a n i*  o f  the R o m a n  church.  T h e  whole 
l i tu rg y  o f  the A n g l ic a n  church,  its ftate-prayers and 
other  local fervices e x c e p te d /  is no other than a tran- 
ilation from the ancient liturgies o f  R o m e ,  and ftill 
in part  ufed by  that  com m union.  I f  this be a 
faét, then is the triumphant O ra n ge-m an  at this m o 
m en t  {landing as m u ch  on the threihold o f  dam n a
tion, (d o n  t ftart, gentlem en) as the hum b le  C a t h o 
lic ,  and p u rg a to ry  it fe l f  cannot fave his afcending 
foul  from descending to vifit the P o p e  ! G o o d  God"! 
will this religious phrenzy  never have an end ? A n d  
ihall  the nineteenth century o f  our falvation open 
with the perfecution o f  our unoffending brethren ? 
O r  ihall union, and oblivion o f  injuries put an end 
t o  this impious and forbidden warfare ?

I h ave  dwelt the longer  on this point to /hew, that 
the  religion o f  a R o m an  Catholic  does not necefTa- 
ri ly render him a bad fubjeft ,  or fhould exclude him 
from  the full benefits o f  the State ; that he is equally  
entitled to protection with thofe that now bruife and 
tread him to the earth ; and fure I am, that were Í 
m iftaken,  it would be the intereft o f  the country to 
m a k e  him fo; that the benevolence o f  the K i n g  (for  
it can never be too often repeated, that it is to the

K in g ,
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K i n g ,  and to the K i n g  only. 2nd his Vice-roys,  the 
Catholic  ow es  his prefent privileges) has not been 
mifplaced by any thing that has lately happened  ̂ that 
the Catholic  isftill  deferving, and that he will -receive 
with gratitude that union which endears it fe l fto  him, 
coming from his K in g ,  whom in his heart he has not 
offended. In the C ro w n  alone he has either hope 
for further indulgences, or refuge from the barbarous 
policy that purfueshim : neither can he manifeft his 
perfeót duty to the State, till his capacities ihall be 
made perfeit.  I f  we deny him common rights, we 
muft expedt iroperfeét obedience : i f  we have found 
any deficiency o f  duty in the Catholic ,  we have to 
thank our own erroneous policy -, and inftead o f  our 
refentments keeping pace with the K i n g ’ s kindnefs, 
or having our paflions enflamed againft our fellow- 
fubjeft  and fellow-chriftian, in proportion as he has 
been relieved and rendered ufeful to the State, it be
comes us to embrace with humility, but with confi
dence, that union which alone can rivet us to one 
another or to the empire.

I fhal! dilmifs thefe obfervations with remarking, 
that 1 was not unwarranted in faying that the g o v e rn 
ment knew the late rebellion was not a Popifh plot : 
they knew the fource o f  it, and they knew the fore* 
gone Loncluflon o f  it too. It  does not become me to 
fay m ore:  but had they thought it a Popiih plot, it 
was not poffible they ihould have granted fo many 
cummifiions o f  the peace to Rom an Catholics, or al
lowed fuch numbers o f  them to fit on the g r a n i  In- 
queft o f  their refpedive counties. W o u ld  they alfo 
have given fo many commiffions in the army to gen
tlemen o f  that perfuafion, which difaffedtion might 
have turned againft the State ? H a d  they not bçen 
well allured that Popery had nothing to fay to it, 
they could not have done thefe things. T h e  whole 
almoft o f  the militia were Catholics ; vaft numbers 
o f  the regulars were Catholics •> and an amazing ma-
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jo r i ty  o f  the yeo m en  v/ere C a t h o l i c s ;  and yet  we d o  
not find that they plotted againft the State. W h a t  
reg im en t  ever fo u g h t  with more loyal ga l lantry  than 
tne I imeric militia, com pofed entirely o f  R o m a n  

C ath ol ics  ? W o u l d  g o v e rn m e n t  have  trufted all thele 
m en with arms, which m igh t  have  been fo eafily d i
verted  another way, had they not known that a P o -  
pilh  plot exifted no where but in the heated brains o f  
afcendancy ? T h o f e  Catholics  who are now cal l ing 
aloud for union, are they alfo meditating a Popifh  
p lot  ? I f  lo, M r .  P it t  and the whole E n g l i ih  g o 
vernm ent,  and the Irifh go vern m en t,  and the elta- 
b.iihed churches o f  both k in g d o m s ,  are at this m o 
m en t  leagued in a plot to fet up the P o p e  !

H a d  there been a plot  o f  the fort, it could not 
have  efcaped the vigilance and a d iv i t y  o f  the Go
ve r n m e n t:  they muft have provided againft i t ;  they 
could not have  run into the danger,  to avoid the ap- 
prehenfion of it ; and without meaning the fmalleft 
d i fre fp e d  to the legitimate ndminiftration o f  the 
c ou n try ,  it was ju f t  as improbable that it ih ould  e m 
ploy  the Catholics  themfelves to b r e a k u p  their o w n  
plot, as that the t h ie f  who runs from juft ice ,  ihould 
ruih tor fecurity into the arms o f  his purfutrs.  I f  a 
P o p i fh  plot it was, why did  not the armed force o f  
tile country,  compofed as I have ihown almoft wholly  
o f  Catholics,  execute that very plot, while the means 
were fo am ply  in their power ? Surely  there never 
could  In v e  been a time more convenient to their 
purpofe ! Y e t  the C atholics  are charged as bad and 
d angerous fu b je d s ,  undeferving o f  protedion  ; and 
ch arged  too by thofe very men who molt loyally 
w ould  draw them from their allegiance, and delude 
them into a new rebellion. N o ,  “.Sir; the Catholic  
will neither be feduced nor intimidated by fuch lov- 
alty ; he will not preient one pike in tliéir fervice. 
H e  will g iv e  a p r o o f  o f  his virtue, and his gra t i tu d e  
and his allegiance in lupporting the H o u fe  o f  Brunf-
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wick,  leaving Afcendancy to mount by  the H o u f e  o f  
Fofter.  I f  I am not much miftaken, we (hall foon 
beheld  clamorous afcendancy fettle in unrefifting im-

P °Q u o d  eft caufa caujca, fays the axiom, eft caufa cau- 
fa tu  N o t  Popery,  Sir, but  yo ur  Independence, 
that produced afcendancy, which produced corrup
tion and violence, is the caufe o f  all our national mii- 
fortunes, o f  all the blood that has flowed >

M  hoc fonte derivata cladet
In patriam populumquejiuxit, 0

«  W h o ’ d have though t  it”  ? fays fome ftate Old- 
boy ; «  I didn’ t think it was my daughter I adviled 
him to run away with ; 1 thought it was another gen
tleman’s daughter.”  N o ,  no Sir; y o u r  o w n  tair 
daughter Ireland, who, as Old-boy again lays, eem 
ed fo well contented in my houfe, and in thejfv ^ry 
moment when I was belt contented with her, ias 
been run away with, has been ruined, and a ^ou!j 
filver eloquence about bleifings, and affluence, and 
honor, and peace, fo delightfully ihoweted down upon 
her, will no more avail yo u  now than the ftampmgs 
and ravings o f  Old-boy could g ive  him back his 
daughter whofe flight himfelf had afiirted.

Sir ,  withdraw the union, and y o u  would f i n d  

thefe patriots, thefe champions oj independence, ju lt  as 
dependant as they had ever been. T h e y  know there 
are not in E n gland fo many good fops to throw to 
Cerberus,  and for this reafon they bark io loud m 
Ireland. T h e  E n gli ih  government has none of thoie 
fnug things to g ive away that Irifh independence has, 
neither does it bellow them in the fnug m°dc.  In 
E n g l a n d  you have no jobocracy, no fop-eltabliih- 
ment : but withdraw the union, and ihow a patriot a

jo b b ,  '
44 The creature’ s at his dirty work again ;

how will they fwarm and b u z z  about it, and cohere 
and congiobe and fuck it to its laft drop . But  fhow
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th em  the interefts o f  Ireland, t h e y  tell y o u  th ey  
are independent, and h ave  n oth in g  to d o  with any in- 
tereft  but  their own. A n d  they d o  well ; they fee 
their  pow er g o i n g ,  and by appearing  the friends o f  
Ire land,  they feize a m o m e n ta ry  pop u lar ity ,  k n o w in g  
th e y  will never h a v e  fuch another op p ortu n ity .  O p -  
poiit ion  m a k e s  them ta lked  of  who were never ta lked 
o f  before,  and confcious that th e y  poiTefs no real im 
portance,  th ey  catch  the m eteor o f  im p u te d  patriot-
i im ,  and fubfcribe  to their own im m o rta l i ty ,__I f  we
m a y  j u d g e  b y  fo m e o f  their  taxes,  a pillar o f  fait 
w o u ld  beft record their v irtue,  and L o t ’s wife m ay 
l ive  o u t  another fèafon.

Y e t  thefe are the m en for  whofe fakes,  and for 
w h ole  fakes on ly ,  a parliament ihould be preferved 
to  Ireland ! -  t et all jo in  in cheriihing the parlia,
n ien t——it is a g o o d  one, and has done its duty— prc- 
i e r v e i t  ; jo in  all hands and hearts togeth er— tell the 
bold minifter who wants to take away yo u r  conftitu- 
t ion, that he ihall not have it, that y o u  will not  be 
h is  d u p e s .”  p.  1 1 2 ,  and 1 1 3 .

D i d  I not th ink it h ig h  time to draw to a conclufi-  
on,  th o u gh  m ore than two-thirds o f  m v  papers lie 
untranfcnbed on m y  table, I ihould pafs 'fom e c o m 
m ents  on this encouraging exhortation, fo im m ediate ly  
after the p ik e-w ork ,  w h ich  yo u r  »  v ig o r , ”  you tell 
us ,  could  eafily have  put  down, and yo u r  “  v ig o r”  it 
feems, can as eaiily put up. I have  been accounted 
an ardent_ man, and perhaps thefe pages may be a 
p r o o f  o f  it,  y e t  I d o  not admire fuch combuftible  
la n g u a g e  at a m o m en t  like the prefent. W h a t e v e r  
in d u lgen ce  the im petuofity  o f  genius,  or the torrent 
or eloquence, m ay claim in the delivery o f  a fpeech 
the  fame apology  does not extend to the unimpaffion- 
ed reporter : and if,  Sir,  you would have us believe 
yo u  fincere, a per-oration Jefs inflammatory had 
been more decorous in a ftatefman. I intend you no 
oifence in this rem ark,  and I fincerely hope I have

K g ive n

65



6 6

oiven you none in the progrefs o f  thefe papers : I 
refpeéb your talents, Í applaud your zeal,  I admire 
y o u r  knowledge,  and 1 efteem your impartiality as 
Speaker o f  the lrifh H o u fe  o f  C o m m o n s.  But 
ufurped domination I abhor, as I honor legitimate 
governm ent adminiftered by wifdom, and enforced by 
the v ig or  o f  wholefome laws. A  government thus 
difpenftd, I call the left-, as an inviiible authority 
c o n tro l l in g  fuch government,  I term mi/rule j becaufe 
while it counteracts the real governm ent,  it fets u p  a 
fpurious one o f  its own, thereby creating tw o  admi-  
niftrative powers in the ftate, where there fhould be 
b u t  one : like double independence, or the two 
K in g s  o f  Brentford fmelling at one nofegay. A ri f
tocracy, “  the beaft with feven heads,”  fhall have 
m y parting valedîétion, whicn I thus deliver freiH 
and fervid from my heart “  I had rather fub- 
mit  to the uncontrouled conditions o f  the moifc 
barbarous conqueror,  o f  an Alaric ,  a J e n g h iz -  
chan, or a T im u r - b e c ,  than become the willing Have 
o f  afcendant authority. Ireland, I truft, is not yet  
fo loft as to love bafenefs for its own fake.-— I had 
rather have a M ufcovite  (hake his whiikers in m y  
beard, and compel me to eat o ff  the fame plate with 
him, than crouch to contiguous tyranny, or be rub
bed; and elbowed by aflumed fuperiority. “  It was 
not an enemy that did me this wrong,”  fays he who 
was both a ftatefman and a k ing,  »  but mine own fa
miliar friend.”  T h e  man w h o  makes flavery his 
choice, and dances to the mufic o f  his chains, him 
1 do not envy either his private feelings or his p u b 

lic virtue.”

I have the honor to be,

Sir, & c .

T H E O P H I L U S  S W I F T .

Drumcpndra, Augujl 27, 1799.


