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S P E E C H

OF  T H E

k I G H Ï  H O N . H E N R T  D U N D A S .

MR. SP EA K ER,
«  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the arguments fo

flrenuoufly advanced on the other fide o f  the 

H oufe,  I have no hèfitation, Sir,  in declaring 

that I rife with a confiderable degree o f  fatif- 

faction to refute the obje&ions urged againil  the 

U n io n  with Ireland. H a v in g  followed the lad  

H on . G en tlem an ( M r .  G r e y )  with the greateil  

attention, I flatter myfelf,  that, from my k n o w ­

ledge o f  the fubjett,  I am fully able to convince 

ihe Houfe, that the reafons urged againfl: the mea- 

fure are totally groundlefs. T h e  lall Honourable  

Speaker has dwelt  with much minutenefs on the 

difcuflions o f  the year 17 8 2 ,  and on t h e ' c o m ­

mercial and political fituation in which Ireland 

was then placed, and has fmce continued, i-i

confequence o f  thofe difculfions j but I J - g
d  leave
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leave to obferve, that every deduûion from

thofe circumfiances, and every grant made to

Ireland at that period, have nothing to do with

I ne queftion now before the Iioufe. T h e  pre-

ient propofition contains in it no fuggeition de-

logatory to the acknowledged independence o f

the Iriih Parliament, it is a propofition for the

incorporation o f  the two Legiflatures into one.

without infringing on the liberty or independence 
o f  either.

In addreffing itfelf to the judgment and de- 

cm cn of the Iriih Parliament, this country expli­

citly acknowledges its independence ; and to put

' n CllJ t0 aIr cavil on that part o f  the argument,
I am ready to admit, that by the tranfatfions o f  

1̂/ 32, the Iriih Parliament is placed on the fame 

footing c f  independence, in relation to Great 

Britain, as Scotland was with regard lo England 

before thé Union o f  the two kingdom s; and 

certainfy i have never heard that the propofal 

made in , 7 o7 for the Union o f  England and 

•‘Scotland has, at any period, been treated by the 

iao;L captious opponents o f  the meafure, as an

attack on the independence of  the Parliament o f
8c«ÿ!àjj|pc3.

“  Vv ah regard to the m e a g r e  itfelf, fo far 

from operating injuriuufly on Ireland, 1 can

prove,

( 6 )



prove, before I fit down,,  by a reference to the 

affairs o f  Scotland, at and after the U n io n ,  that 

a fimilar meafure would be attended with firm- 

lar benefits to Ireland, by  im proving and in- 

creafing the political and commercial a d v a n t a g e  

o f  the latter country in the fame proportion as 

thole of the former have been improved and 

increafed ; and that the latter country w ould  e x ­

perience an equal increafe o f  commercial and p o­

litical advantages.

cc I had entertained an opinion, that the 

queflion would have been argued in a diffe­

rent iiage o f  the bufinefs, and that there would 

not arife any doubt on leaving the C h a ir .—  

Had the motion for the.  Com m ittee been a l ­

lowed to pafs, Sir. both fides o f  the Houfe  

w ould have had better opportunities o f  under- 

Handing each other by  mutual explanations. 

i  hat mode, however,  meeting with oppofition,

I and my friends are reduced to the neceffiry 

o f  debating the meafure on the particular point 

o f  your leaving the Chair.  T h e  difcuiiicn o f  

the grand queftion, in this ftage, is fo far an 

inconvenience to me, as it leaves me lefs le i­

sure to arrange and methodife the various ftate- 

ments I have collected on the fubject. I am, 

how ever,  ready to meet the opponents o f  the 

meafure in any w ay they pleafe, convinced

B  2 that
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that I ara armed with fuch authorities, and fuch. 

arguments, as will overturn every objection 

that can be offered. Since the U nion was fir it 

in contemplation, I have endeavoured to make 

myfelf as converfant with the iubject as poííl- 

ble, by every refearch of  hiftory, and by a very 

careful examination o f  the documents on which 

were grounded the articles o f  the U nion with 

Scotland. For this refearch I c h im  no particular 

praife, it being my duty, as well as that of every 

other Member of  Parliament, to acquire as accu­

rate a knowledge as poiTible o f  the lubject under 

difcuifion.

In vindication of  myfelf and friends, I have 

no hefitation in faying, that the affairs oi Ireland 

demand at this period particular circumfpedtion. 

I will atfume, as a propontion, which I believe 

no man will have the bcldnefs to deny, that 

there does exift at this time in Ireland a fpirit 

o f  clamour and diffention, o f  treachery and trea- 

fon, which menaces the oveithrow o f  the prefent 

governm ent.  Confpiiacies are fo widely e x ­

tended, their influence is fo deeply infufed into 

the minds o f  the people of  Ireland, and the con­

n exion  between the two countries is thereby 

fo much endangered, that without the aftive and 

■vdiate interference o f  the Government, the 

: , m the opinion o f  the moil intelligent

men,



m en, might have been a total reparation o f  Ire­

land from this k in gd om . V ie w in g  Ireland in 

this perilous fituation, it was the duty o f  I l is  

Majefty ’s fervants to extricate her from the in­

trigues o f  the com m on  enem y, by  preferring and 

im proving the cùnneition which has fo long and 

fo happily fubiifted between that country  and

G re a t  Britain.

«  N o w  the queftion is, W h e t h e r  or not the 

political difeafes alluded to were not l ikely to be 

removed by incorporating the tw o Parliaments

into on e?

“  In the obfervations which naturally arife 

from  the fu b jeû ,  I beg  leave to affure the H ou fe ,  

that I mean nothing difrefpedful to the Parlia­

ment or People o f  Ireland, when I affirm, that 

the evil machinations o f  the enemies o f  both 

countries have been too fuccefsful in m oil  in- 

ftances. and that the, c h e ck  or controul o f  the 

E ngliih  G o v ern m en t  is abfolutely neceffary for 

the&falvation o f  Ireland. In m y animadverfions, 

I am not about to throw out any reflections in ­

jurious to the G en tlem en  w ho conftitute the L e-  

oiflature o f  the Sifter K in g d o m  ; and 1 hope I 

fhall not be accufed o f  illiberal motives when 

I give  it as my opinion, that a very great part o f

the people have been corrupted by the new doc-
trines,

( 9 ) '
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•rines, f„  dangerous to ,hc  exiltence o f  all re~u, 

, r  Governnlems, eonfequently fo dangerous tí, 

} t or 'J1'  Empire. E ve ry  good man, w ho  had 

° r leard of tl!e influence o f  thofe deitruc- 

doftri " ' ! o»  «be Continent, ,vonIJ will,

. ° ”  ,he 1 « * » “  « « a f io »  to the aéiive exer­
tions o f  the Government o f  Great Britain, en-

deavouring to preferve the liberty, the inde-

pendence, and the happinefs o f  Ireland. T h e

picture which I draw o f  Ireland is o f  a gloomy

r-nd lamentable afpeft ; bn, in proportion as it

“  0> “  bKO !nw  'b e  duty o f  every well wither 
to both countries to devife fome remedy 1 „

”  f '  he raay de!,rt>y tbe hopes o f  the enemy

g,.-e new life and vigour to the Siller 
■kingdom.

I f  any political maxim can be held more 

generally true than another, it is, that in order 

•° regulate well the affairs of any nation, it u  

neceffary that there ftould fubf.it a mutual con- 

^ e n c e  between the governors and the governed.

«  ■■ »  > melancholy truth, that there does not

7 .  “  b ° dy ° f  t h e Pe°i>l‘: « f  Ireland ;

''n ' he ParlÍame" t ° f  Ireland« h c h  .« f f e n t  , „  uti|j[y ,  „ K d  not g o  & r

earch for .he reafons o f  .his effential defefl

grew out or the frame and conditution o f  the 
raihament of Ireland.

a If



(  ;

“  If  the whole power o f  the country were 

veiled in one-fourth o f  the people, and that 

fourth was feparated from the other three-fourths 

by  religious diftin&ions, heightened and enve­

nomed by ancient and hereditary animoiities, it 

was impoflible that there could exift a mutual con- 

fidence between them. T his ,  how ever,  was cer­

tainly the fituation o f  the Parliament and People 

of  Ireland. I f  there were fuch diilentions and 

animofities in Ireland, the interference o f  a Bri- 

tiih Parliament was admirably calculated to re- 

itore peace and confidence, by granting to the 

people o f  Ireland a free participation c f  all the 

privileges enjo.yed by their fel low fubjects o f  

G re a t  Britain.

It is impoflibie to imagine a rem edy more 

appropriate to the radical caufe o f  the difeafe 

which poiions the peace and happinefs o f  Ire­

land, than the mealure o f  an incorporating U n io n  

of  the Legiflaturèfc o f  the two kingdom s. T h e  

Proteftants would, of courfe, lay afide their jea- 

loufies and diííruít, being certain that againft 

any attempt to endanger the Proteftant eitabiiih- 

nient in Ireland, the whole ftrength o f  the 

united parliament muit be e x e r te d ;  and, on the 

other hand, every Catholic who is a friend to 

the connection with G reat  Britain, but is de- 

firous ro obtain every indulgence, and be ad.

mitted
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rtùtted into a participation o f  every piiviiege
✓

and benefit c o n f i a n t  with that connection, 

would be confident that their caufe would be 

candidly and impartially confidered by an unite# 

parliament, the great body c f  which would be 

relieved from thofe apprehenfions, jealoufies, 

and inveterate animofities, interwoven iiuo the 

frame and conftitution o f  the feparáte parliament 

o f  Ireland.

r  ^  t

cc W h e n  Gentlemen talk fo much o f  the Par­

liament o f  Ireland, and infiit that a content to 

the prefent meafure would totally deftroy the li­

berty and independence o f  the Irifh Parliament,

I am certain they bewilder themfelves in a mif- 

underftanding of  the terms which they ufe. H o w  

could it have that effect ? W o u ld  riot there be, by 

the incorporated Parliaments, the three citâtes o f  

K ing,  Lords, and Commons ? A nd if there be z 

fufficiency of  the ariftocracy, and a fufficiency* 

o f  the democracy o f  the different countries, how 

would either the independence of  the Parlia­

ment, or the liberty o f  the people o f  Ireland 

fuffer? I have no hcfitation, Sir, in maintaining, 

that an incorporated Pafiiament, partly Englifh, 

partly Scotch, and partly Iriih, is much better 

calculated for the management o f  the affairs 

o f  the Britiíh títnpire, than feparate Parliaments 

in England, Scotland, and Ireland. T h e  powers

o f



o f  a Parliament, fo conftituted, would be more 

extenfive and effeftual  than w hen a & in g  fepa- 

rately in different places. It ought alfo to be 

recolle&ed, that with all the boailed independ­

ence o f  the Parliament o f  Ireland, it could not 

give  vigour or effe£t to its afts,  till approved b y  

the third eilate, whofe refidence was in E n g la n d '  

T h e  controll ing p ow er  was properly veiled in 

the Sovereign  o f  this country,  w h o  was alfo the 

Sovereign  o f  Scotland and Ireland. T h e n  the 

Parliament o f  Ireland is not entirely independent. 

A n d  i f  it be true, that the Parliament of Ireland, 

as now conftituted, be dependent on the third 

eftate o f  this country, it is evident that the Par- 

liament o f  Ireland is not that independent ftate 

which this argum ent feems always to take for 

granted.

“  T h e  more this part o f  the argum ent is 

probed, the more fallacious the reafoning o f  its 

authors will  appear. O n e  o f  the m oil  valuable 

privileges which the Britiih parliament enjoys, 

is, the right it claims to watch over and control 

the conduct o f  the E xe cu tive  G o vern m en t,  even 

in the exercife o f  thofe powers which are juftly  

confidered as the cleareit and moft undoubted 

prerogatives o f  the Crow n. T h e re  is not one of  

thofe prerogatives in the cxercife  o f  which the 

fervants o f  the K in g  are not refponfible, and to

C  the
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the control o f  which, in that ihape, the power oi 

Parliament does not extend ; and that power is 

bounded only by its own wifdom and difcretion. 

T h e  Parliament o f  Ireland, in its feparate ilate, 

is debarred from this important privilege, wh ch 

it would obtain by an incorporation with the Par­

liament o f  Great Britain. T h is  obfervation is 

the more ftriking, when it is confidered that this 

power of  the Britiih Parliament extends, in the 

manner I have ilated, to the control o f  the 

Third Eftate o f  the Irifh Parliament, even in its 

legiilative capacity, and that exclusively o f  the 

other branches o f  the Irifh Legiflature. It is 

impoffible candidly and difpailionately to examine 

thofe confiderations, and not feel how extenfive- 

ly the character and importance o f  the Iriih Par­

liament would be exalted by the U nion o f  the 

two Legiflatures.

“  In fupport o f  thefe proportions, if  they are 

difputed, I refer to the authority o f  Mr. G rat­

tan, the champion o f  Iviih independence, who 

fays, “  the Parliament o f  Ireland cannot aft in ­

dependently ; for in all queftions o f  peace or 

war, t muft implicitly follow the Parliament 

of  Great Britain.”  I f  the Parliament o f  Ire­

land were as independent as its advocates now 

infift, why fhould it be obliged to adopt the 

meafures of  the Parliament o f  Great Britain,

on



on a ll occafions o f  peace and war ? The Incorpo­

rated Parliam ent o f  Ireland would have all the 

privileges o f  the Incorporated Parliament o f 

Scotland. To corroborate thefe fads, Sir, I, as 

one o f the forty-five Scotch Members, can, in  

the face o f  the 5>3 E "S liih Members, freely 

difcufs and watch the interefts of Scotland, lh e  

Parliam ent, thus conftituted by the Union, had 

not deprived Scotland of any of the privileges 

enjoyed previouily to its incorporation with 

England. The Union had encreafed the privilege 

o f the Scottifli Members : For, inftead of con­

fining their deliberations to the affairs of Scot- 

land^ they were empowered to take part in dii- 

cuifions refpeaing the affairs not only of Eng­

land , but of the whole Britifh Empire; and fo far 

a s  r e g a r d e d  the third eftate, had even an inter­

ference in the affairs of Ireland.

“  If  the Parliament of Scotland, Sir, thus in­

corporated, has all the rights now defcribed, the 

Parliament of Ireland, incorporated on finnlar 

principles, would have the fame privileges. I he 

deliberations of the Parliament of Ireland, thus 

conftituted, would alio operate fucocfsfully in all 

queftions refpefíing the affairs not only of 

Ireland, Scotland, and England, but of the whole 

Britifh dominions. It would enlarge its powers,

and give greater vigour and eil'eft. to its opera-

r  r> tions*

„ ( *5 )



tions. But now the Parliament o f  Ireland has 

no right to difcufs queftions in which Great B r i­

tain only is intereiled. It is a misftatement o f  

terms to talk o f  deftroying the Parliament o f  

Ireland, for the U nion would place the Iriih 

Members in the fame fituation as the Members 

o f  the Parliament o f  Great B r i t a i n . - I  condemn, 

Sir, the operations o f  perfonal vanity, which, in 

this inftance at Ieaft, run riot againft the princi­

ples o f  common fenfe. I wiih Gentlemen would 

direft their pride and honour to afís o f  laudable 

amtjition I wifh they would evince greater pa- 

triotifm, by  a due attention to the interefts o f  

both countries. I f  confiderations o f  perfonal 

vanity and felf  independence are to be allowed 

to operate on this fubjeft,  let Gentlemen recoi­

le d ,  that i f  their genius be ever fo acute, their 

talents ever fo tranfcendent, their eloquence 

ever fo fplendid, all thofe wonderful powers are 

confined to one little ifland. A\l their genius is 

limited to their own internal 'Émulations, and 

reduced to their own fmall territory. Indepen­

dence and liberty are fine founding words; but 

can it be ferioufly maintained, that for the pre- 

fervation o f  thefe, it is neceifary to have a fe. 

parate and local Legiflature. The  foil and fpot 

where the Parliament fat do not conftitute its 

value, but its adaptation to preferre the general 

mterefts o f  the community at large. This is the

( i6 )



only true and valuable o b je i l  o f  independence.

I addrefs myfelf  therefore to the true pride o f  

Ireland, which ought not to be biafled by  falfe 

principles o f  honour. A  mind thus aftuated is g o ­

verned by a childiih, not a manly ambition. L e t ,  

however, the Iriih Parliament accept o f  a partici­

pation o f  all the rights o f  the Parliament o f  G re a t  

Britain, and they w ould  find, that their elo­

quence would not be confined to E nglan d,  or 

to any other country,  but their voices w o u ld  e x ­

tend to every corner o f  the world. T h e y  w ould 

be heard, not only in Europ e,  but  in A f ia ,  

A fr ica ,  and A m erica .  T h e  Parliament o f  Ire­

land would then become M em bers o f  the Britiih 

Parliament, wh,ich had enabled this proud cou n­

try to exalt  its head amidfl the w reck  o f  fur- 

rounding nations;  had g iven  it energy and v i­

gour to refill the pernicious doctrines o f  the 

French Republic  ; and held us up as a m onu ­

ment o f  admiration and envy to the remoteft 

corners o f  the world. T h e y  would then be the 

advocates not only o f  Ireland and G re a t  Britain, 

but advocates for the rights and liberties of the 

human race.

“  A  Parliament thus conftituted w ould be 

w orthy o f  true ambition. It would be a more 

refpeclable body than what had been deiciibed 

b y  a gentleman w ho, in talking o f  the limitations

o f

C *7 )



o f  the Parliament o f  Ireland, compared it to a 

Great Veftry or Pariih Meeting. I wifii, Sir, to 

give efficiency to the Parliament o f  Ireland— to 

bring it from that narrow and confined fituation, 

to act in a more enlarged fphere— to explore 

new fources o f  true greatnefs— to participate 

and enjoy all the benefits and advantages o f  the 

Parliament o f  Great Britain. W hether therefore 

I confider the ilate o f  the Iriih Parliament in its 

collective or individual capacity, I am equally de­

cided it will gain extenfively by the fuccefs o f  

the prefent meafure.

“  A n  objection has been taken that we ought 

not to have proceeded on the bufinefs in this 

country till the propofitions had been made to us 

by the Parliament and People o f  Ireland. I con- 

fefs I do not underftand the objection. In the 

progrefs o f  this important bufinefs, it was in­

tended to follow, ftep by ftep, the man­

ner o f  recommending and adopting the Union 

between Scotland and England. W h e n  the 

Queen o f  England fent a ineffage to the Parlia­

ment o f  England on the fubjeCt o f  the Union, 

Her Majefty fent alfo a fimilar meflage to the 

Parliament o f  Scotland. But we have many re­

cords, by which we may direCt our proceedings. 

T h e  meafure of  an Union with Scotland had been 

fo often in contemplation, that the general plan

required

( 13 )



required little amendment. It had been pro- 

pored in .he days o f  lames I. in ihofe o f  

Charles I. in <bofe o f  .he U fm p e r  C ro m w e l , 

afterwards b y  W i l l ia m ,  and laltly b y  A n n e,  h  

never was offered in Ibc one Parliament,  »  n - 

o „ t  at the fame time recom m end ing  it to the

other.

«  In confidering the queition o f  an incorpo­

rating U n io n  of the two Legiflatures o f  G reat  

Britain and Ireland, it is impoffible, m  every 

view  o f  the fubjea, not to turn one’s eyes to 

the ftate o f  Scotland before and fince the U n io n ,  

and to contemplate the advantages which have 

refulted from it to that part o f  the U nited  K i n g ­

dom. T h is  part o f  the fubjeft would lead into 

fuch a length o f  detail, it is impoflible w  purfue 

it fully,  without wearing out the attention an

p a t i e n c e  of  the H ou íe .  I muft, therefore con­

tent myfelf  with referring to a .few genera, heaus, 

which will ftrike more forcibly by  putting them 

in a comparative view  o f  what they were at the 

U nion, and what they are now

( '9 )
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COMPARATIVE VIEW.

S k i p p i n g  in i 6 ç)z - 8 , 6 . 8  tons, value - £.2^
Ditto - in i 792 .  162,274 tons, value £ . , , 2 9 8 , 1 9 2

ITH ‘  ,n >092 . 1 , 7 c ?  tons,
D u t o  -  in , - 9 2  .  1 8 ,4 6 8  tons,

S c o t c h  L i n e n  1 7 0 0  1 , 0 0 c , 000 yards for  faie

D i t t o  - in 179Ó 2 3 , 1 0 2 , 4 0 4

C u s t o m s  at the U n io n  £ ,  3 4 ,3 0 0  

D i t to  - in 1 7 9 8  .  2 8 4 , 5 7 7

• E x c i s e  at the U nio n  -  3 3 ,5 0 0

Di t to  - in 1 7 9 S  -  8 5 1 , 7 7 5

P o p u l a t i o n  in 1 7 5 5  .  , , 2 6 5 , 0 0 0  

D i t t o  - in i 795 .  , , S34)000

G l a s g o w  P o p u l a t i o n )  

f r o m  « 7 0 1  t o  1 7 1 0  j  I 4 »7 9 °

Di t to  -  in , 7 9 8  77j042

C£ From this flatement the happy effefls o f  the 

Union are evident. I wiih particularly to im- 

prefs upon the minds of  thofe who oppofe the 

meafure, the wonderful increafe o f  the Scots 

Linen Trade. This I am the more eager to 

notice, as the Linen is the prefent ilaple manu- 

failure o f  Ireland; and a celebrated charafter 

in that country has thought himfelf warranted to 

defcend fo far as to endeavour to create an 

alarm on that fubjeft. A t  the time o f  the 

Union, that trade in Scotland amounted to 

about one million yards; but .by the foiter- 

ing care o f  the United Parliaments, and from a 

benign confolidation o f  the intereils o f  both 

kingdoms, it had increafed to the quantity o f

twenty.

( 20 >



• Aventy-three millions, manufactured in the year 

1 7 5 6 .

“  Thefe improvements and increafe o f  trade 

were net confined to any particular part o f  S co t­

land. T h e y  were experienced in every corner o f  

it ; and there is not n ow  an inhabitant o f  any 

fpot in all Scotland w ho has not caufe to rejoice 

at the event.

ci Many melancholy pictures, in the ihape of 

prophecies, were prefented to the public  view 

on that memorable occafion. A m o n g  other falfe 

prophecies, permit me to make a tew remarks on 

that celebrated fpeech of Lord  Belha 'en :

c I think I fee, ’ exclaimed his Lordihip  a 

4 national church voluntarily defcending upon an

4 equal level with Jews, Papifts, ’ & c . — N o w  to 

prove his Lordihip a falle prophet in this, I not 

only think I fee, but I actually do iee, that very 

National C h u rc h ,  founded upon a firm iounda- 

t ion,  at the diftance o f  ninety years irom ;ne 

pailing o f  the A i t  o f  U n io n  and that very N a ­

tional Church fo firmly fecared in all her privi­

leges, that it is very likely fiie will continue to 

poflefs them, unimpaired, for ever ! In truth, 

her fimplicity and her poverty,  will remain to

V i  D  ' ■' ' hr*
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her an impregnable fecurity againft the plunder

and rapine o f  all ruffian hands !

I think I fee,’ continues his Lordihip, ‘ the 

Noble and Honourable Peerage of Scotland, 

now diverted of  their followers and vafTalages,

-  and put even on an equal footing with their 

own very valíals.’ I f  the Union has had a ten­

dency to break afunder the bands o f  feudal vaf- 

falage, which prevailed to too great an excefs 

*n that country, wife and virtuous men will 

not be difpofed to confider this as one of the 

evil confequences to be lamented in the forma­

tion o f  a Legiilative Union o f  the two kingdoms. 

As to the peerage o f  Scotland, confidered as a 

body in the State, it may 'be true they fuffered 

!ome tranfitory mortifications in confcquence o f  

the Union ; but I believe there is no candid or 

good man in that whole refpe&abie body who 

would wiih to change their prefent f i l iation for

all the pomp and poverty they enjoyed previous 
to the Union. i

I think I fee,’ ai’ds his Lordihip, ‘  the Royal

5 State of Boroughs walking their defolate ilreets,’ 

&c.  O n , the contrary, I fee that the Bo- 

mftead o f  being defoiated, are moft o f  

t-hewi ten times improved in population, in in-

duftry,

( 22 )



dultry,  and in wealth ! T o  prove this, it is only

neceflary to mention the names o f  E d in b u rgh ,

G lafgow , A b erd een ,  Perth,  Montrofe,  D u n d e e ;

and in ihort every other town o f  any name

or confequence in that part o f  the U n ite d  

K ingdom .

I think I fee our learned J u d g e s /  continues 

L o r d  Belhaven, * laying afide their p r a t iq u e s  

and decifions, ftudying the com m on law o f  

E n g la n d , ’ & c .  No\v I fee no fuch violation 

or  alteration o f  the municipal law o f  Scotland, 

which is as purely adminiftered now  as it .was 

before the U n io n  took place. B u t  although the 

Scotch Judges do not ftudy the com m on law o f  

England, by way o f  introducing it into their 

courts, I certainly muil  do m y  L ord  Belhaven 

the juftice to acknowledge, that at all times the 

Northern part o f  the iiland has produced fome 

o f  the brighteft luminaries or the law o f  Ena-.
• * O'

land, who never would have em blazoned W e ft-  

minfter-hall with their tranfcendant talents, had 

iiot tne Union taken place between England and 
Scotland. *|v-

I think I fee, adds his Lordihip, c the v a ­

liant and gallant foldiery o f  Scotland, all their  ' 

c!J corps broke up, the com m on foldiers lefr

C 23 )



c to beg, and the youngeft Engliih corps kepi 

£ {landing.’ N o w  I do fee, that the natives of  

Scotland, both in the army and the navy, and 

the common foldier, and the man before the 

m ad , to the general in the field, and the admiral 

on the ocean, inilead of  being worfe treated than 

the Engliih, are put upon the moil equitable 

footing with the foldiers and the failors o f  this • 

'  part o f  the united kingdom, according to their 

refpective merits ! I do fee nothing but the moft 

liberal rewards and provifions made for the Scot- 

tiih, as well as the Engliih hero ; both o f  whom 

have confolidated their ilrength, by a politic and 

glorious U nion, for the general benefit o f  ev'ery 

part o f  the Britiih empire !

4 I think I fee,’ continues this noble falfe pro- 

phet, ‘  the honeft induftrious tradefman drinking 

‘  water place of  a le ;  eating his faltlefs pot- 

‘ tage, and petitioning in vain for encouragement 

« to his manufactories !’— The increafe o f  excife, 

in Scotland, fince the time of the U nion,  is cer­

tainly no proof that this part o f  the prophecy 

has been fulfilled -, or that water has become the 

beverage of the people of Scotland. But I need 

not enlarge on this topic. I he reverfe o f  the 

prophecy is notorioufly t;>e. truth, in every re- 

fj;eft.
“  I think

( 24 )



* I think I fee the laborious p lo u g h m an ,”  adds 

this vifionary, 6 with his corn fpoiling upon his

* hands, for want o f  fale, curfing the day o f  his 

‘  b irth/ & c . ~ N o w  I do fee, on the contrary,  the 

mere ploughman enjoying treble wages, and 

treble comforts ; while his matter, the farmer, 

initead o f  his corn fpoiling upon his hands, 

for want o f  fale, reaps fuch profits from its 

immediate fale, as enables him to live a lm oii  

upon an equal footing, in point o f  every focial 

enjoyment, with even the hereditary landed gen­

tleman, the poflellor o f  the foil itfelf!

6 I think I fee/  continues his Lordihip ,  6 the 

c pretty daughters o f  our landed gentlemen, pe- 

6 titioning for want o f  huibands, and their fons 

« for want o f  em ploym ent. ’— N o w  I do fee, and 

I believe every one in this H ou le  iees, that the 

pretty daughters o f  the Scotch nobility  and 

gen try ,  fo far from petitioning for huibands, 

bear, at the prefent moment,  a very high pre­

mium in the hymeneal market ot the E n g li ih  

ariitocracy !

“  I need not enlarge on a topic which is proved

to every man’s obfervation, by the examples

daily paifing before them. In truth, nothing

has tended more :o accelerate rhe happy con­
nection

( *5 )



„ r e g i o n  which now fubfihs between the two party 

*>t the ifland, than the intercourfe o f  friendihip, 

îiabits, and affeclion, arifing from the union o f  

the beauty, wealth, and talents, produced by the 

intermarriage o f  the inhabitants o f  the oppoiite 

tides o f  the Tweed. A n d  as to their fons peti­

tioning for want o f  employment, let rne do juf- 

n c e t o  this liberal nation by declaring, that w e  

need only look into every profeffion in life, from 

■-he .Scotch gardener, baker, and hair-drefler ; 

op to the Scotch merchant, the Scotch phyfician 

the Scotch general, the Scotch admiral, and the' 

Scotch lawyer ; to prove,-that, fince the Union, 

merit has been equally rewarded throughout the’ 

whole ifland, whether its pofTeffor was rocked in

his cradle on the fouth, or on the north fide o f  
the Tweed !

( 26 )

de Lord concludes this prophetic 
reverie, v :• Hn allufion to the death o f  Julius 

Cæfar, which he compares to the murder o f  

Mother Caledonia, by her own fons in the Scot­

tish parliament. T h e  comparifon is fo wild and 

inapt m all its parts, that it would ,be a waile o f  

time to pur.ue it. I f  the Scotch parliament had 

been fuch a tyrant as the comparifon would fup- 

pofr, there was real patriotifm in her ini!ant an­

nihilation. But in jnil ice to the memory o f  my

ancellors,



«

anccftors, I difclaim afiy fuch charge, a-s i r v  

putable to the ancient Scottiih Legiflature. 

W h o e v e r  will take the trouble o f  perufinn; the 

a û s  and regulations o f  the Scotch parliament, 

will find a fund o f  much wifdom and good policy 

to admire. B u t  the U n io n  of the two kingdom s 

is ill underftood, and ill defended, by thole who 

conceive that it proceeded either from want o f  

w ifdom , or want o f  virtue in the Scotch  par­

liament. It proceeded from a principle o f  ren ­

dering the exertions of  its members more e xten ­

sively ufeful, by enlarging its fun ctions;  and 

making them, as they now  are, iharers in the 

deliberations o f  that Legiflatuxe, which is the 

only true exalted afi'einbly, for the rational and 

practical freedom, for the fecurity and the fe­

licity o f  man, on the whole furfa.ce o f  the habi-- 

table globe !

“  Con fidei ing  thefe hiftorical f a d s ,  the peo­

ple o f  Scotland facrinced much more than what 

is now required from Ireland ; and I believe the 

Hon. Gentlem an (M r.  G r e y j  will admit, that the 

people of  his Northern neighbourhood had alfot 

experienced the happy effeds o f  the U nion. It 

was certainly within his recollection, as faithfully 

recorded in hiftory, that the two Nations had 

thought it neceffary to fuffer a vail w i d e  o f  terri­

tory

'( 27 )



: « )
tory, near the R iver  which feparated England From 

-Scotland, to ferve as a boundary; and that all 

this defert, anciently a land of neutrality, was im­

mediately cultivated and adorned, and,»befldes 

its excellent agricultural qualities, had produced 

men o f  talents, capable o f  taking a diftinguiihed 

part in the debates o f  the Britiih Parliament, and 

capable alfo o f  defending the liberties and privi­

leges o f  Northumberland! — By the Union with 

Scotland, and the cultivation o f  this wafte land, 

England got alio the co-operation o f  a race o f  

gallant men, who aided her in the moil perilous 

fituations, and were frequently the foremoit to 

fight her battles !

Againft all tfte prophecies o f  Lord Bel- 

haven, and the other oppofers o f  the Union, I 

will take the liberty o f  bringing under the re­

collection of  the Houfe a paffage in a letter from 

Queen Anne to the Scottiih Parliament, recom­

mending to them to take the articles which had 

been agreed upon at London under their con- 

fideration. It was in thefe words :—

‘  T h e  U n i o n  h a s  been l o n g  defired by bc.th Nation:-, a n d  

‘  we ( h a i l  eiteem i t  a s  t h e  g i t a t e i l  g l o r y  o t  o u r  r<;i^n t o  have 

< it n o w  perfected, being f u l l y  p e r f u a d e d  t h a t  i t  mu it p t o v t  the 

‘  g r e a t r ’ f l  hapninefs o f  our P e o p l e .  A n  entire and p -  f e ' t  

‘  U n i o n  w i l l  be t h e  f o l i d  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  Jailing pe*ce ; it w i l l

4 fccute



( 29 )

* fecure y o u r  R e l ig i o n ,  L i b e r t y ,  and Prop e rt y ,  rem ov e  the  

‘  animofrties among  yobrfe lv es ,  and the  jea lo ui ies  and differ- 

1 e nce s  b e t w i x t  ou r  t w o  k i n g d o m s ;  it m u d  increafe  y o u r  

4 i h e n g t h ,  r iches,  and tra de ,  and by  this  U n i o n ,  the w h o le

* I f land being jo i n e d  in af feét ion, and free  f r o m  a l l  apprehen- 

1 fioBs o f  di fferent  interefts ,  wi ll  be enabled to  r e i i f t  a l l  its ene-  

‘  mies,  fupport its interei l  e v e r y  w h e r e ,  an d maintain the f i -  

4 berties o f  E u r o p e .

“  From  this remarkable paffage it was evident, 

that H er  Majefty was a true Prophetefs,  for not 

one fyllable o f  her predi&ion has failed.

“  It has been afked, what right have w e  to 

impute all thofe advantages to the U n io n  o f  the 

two kingdoms, and w h y  is it not to be fuppofed 

' t h a t  Scotland, like other nations, would have 

advanced in profperity from the various caufes 

which have contributed to the modern wealth or 

other ftates ?

“  T h e re  is a multitude o f  anfwers that m ight 

be given to this queftion, founded on the local 

fituation o f  Scotland,,  her internal policy, and her 

relation to other nations, which muit for ever 

have debarred that k in gd om , in a feparate ftate., 

from participating in that profperity which has 

m arked the progrefs o f  other ftates in Europe. 

B u t  in place o f  confuming the time o f  the Houfe 

by reafoning, to which it may juftly be imputed 

that it is influenced by events that have fince oc-

E  curred.



curred, I think I ihall give them more fatisfafUon 

by ufing the words o f  a contemporary flatefman, 

w ho ihews himfelf a mailer o f  the fubjeót, who 

was one o f  the Commiffioners for treating with 

England for an Union, and who, upon the firft 

article being brought under the confideration o f  

the Scotch Parliament, gave his fentiments in the 

following words

c M y  Lord, this article is the foundation o f  the 

c whole treaty, and the approving or rejecting o f  

it muft determine Union, or no Union, betwixt 

6 both kingdoms.

H ow  far the approving this article conduces 

c to our happinefs appears evidently, by confi- 

4 dering the three different ways propofed for re- 

4 trieving the languiihing condition o f  this na- 

c tion; which are, that we continue under the 

‘ fame Sovereign with England, with limitations 

6 on his prerogative, as King o f  Scotland ; that 

the two kingdoms be incorporated into one, or 

that they be entirely feparated.

i  hat the Union of  Crowns, with limitations 

w on the fucceffor, is not fufficient to rectify the 

bad ft ate o f  this nation, appears from thefe po­

rtions, founded on reafon and experience.

( 30 )
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* T w o  kingdoms, fubject to one Sovereign,

* having different interefis, the nearer thefe are 

c one to another, the greater jealoufy and emula- 

c tion will be betwixt  them.

c E very  M on arch ,  having two or more king- 

c doms, will be obliged to prefer the council and 

6 intereft o f  the flronger to that o f  the weaker,  

6 and the greater difparity o f  power and riches 

c there is betw ixt  thefe k in gd om s, the greater

6 influence the more powerful nation will have on 

4 the fovereign. Notwithftanding thefe pofitions, 

É I ihall fuppofe the Parliament o f  Scotland is 

c verted with the power o f  making peace and 

£ war, o f  rewarding and puniihing perfons o f  all 

c ranks, o f  levying troops, and o f  the negative 

4 itfelf..

c I could ihew the inconveniencies that mufl 

c attend fuch a ftate o f  government,  in difpofal o f  

c places,, and m anaging public affairs. I could 

4 likewife fhow the improbability o f  attaining fych 

c conditions, or keeping them i f  attained. B u t  

c laying afide fuch confiderations, my humble 

4 opinion is, that we cannot reap any benefit from  

€ thefe conditions o f  government, without the 

‘ affiftance o f  England, and the people thereof

* will never be convinced, to promote the intereft

E  2 o f
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* o f  Scotland, till both kingdoms are incorporated 

‘  into one ; fo that, I conceive, fach a ftate o f

* limitations to be no better for Scotland than i f  

‘  it were entirely feparated from England ; in 

c which Hate, there is little appearance o f  procur- 

e ing any remedy to our prefent circumftances ;

* which appears from thefe uncontroverted pofi-

* tions.

4 T h e  people and government o f  Scotland, 

c mud be richer or poorer, as they have plenty or 

‘  fcarcity o f  money, the common meafure o f

* trade.

£ N o  money or things o f  value can be pur. 

‘  chafed in the courfe o f  commerce, but where

* there is a force to proted it.

c This nation is behind all other nations o f

* Europe, for many years, with refpeft to the 

‘  effeds o f  an extended trade.

4 This nation being poor, and without force to

* proteiV its commerce, cannot reap great advan- 

£ tages by it, till it partake o f  the trade and pro- 

u tedion of  fome powerful neighbour nation, that

* can communicate both thefe.

‘ To



< T o  illuflrate this lad pofit icn, I ihall give a 

£ ihort view o f  the date o f  com m erce we mu!t 

< needs be in, with refpect to our neighbour na- 

‘  tions, fuppofing an entire feparatioa from E ng-

* land.
I

‘  T h e  ordinary means whereby we can flourifh

* in wealth, is that balance which arifes from

* the exchange o f  our natural or artificial p rodu1?- 

« with other places : b u t  w e  have no valuable 

i branch o f  export,  which does not interfere with

* the like com m odity,  in fome more powerful 

4 neighbour nation, whofe intereft it is to fup- 

‘ prefs or d i f c o u r a g e  our com m odity ,  for railing 

4 the value o f  its own ; fo that there is no demon-

' ‘  itrable fecurity for the vent and encouragement 

‘ o f  any branch o f  our export.

« C an  it be expefted,  that H olland will fuffer 

c us to improve our fiihery, which is to them a 

‘  nurfery for feamen, a livelihood to many fami- 

1 lies, and an immenfe treafure to the public.

‘  I f  we traffic with E n g lan d ,  our linen cloth,

* cattle, and coals will be difcouraged, at lead

* after the fame manner that we difcourage ex-

c port from thence. I f  we traffic with M u fco v y ,

‘ Sw eden, D en m a rk ,  Poland, G e r m a n y ,  France,
* Spain,

I 33 3



' S P3Ín> Portugal, and Italy, the fale o f  our com-

- modities will be o f  fmall value in thofe places, 

1 feeing the Dutch or Engliih, by their oncreafe 

or trade, are capable to ferve them with molt 

' or the like goods, cheaper and better than we.

' Let us look to any other part o f  the world

* for vent to our product, and we will find other 

nations have prevented us.

‘ I f  we attempt the Eaft India trade, that is

« already enhanced by the Dutch, Engliih, French,

* Spaniards, or Portuguefe, from whom we mult

* e x p e d  oppofition; they themfelves oppofing

one another daily, and we o f  no force to de-

‘  bate the fame with the moft inconfiderable o f  
4 them.

i h e  trade o f  Africa is for the moil part o f  

c fmall value, and every province o f  America is 

claimed as property by fome powerful European 
c nation,

i f  it be faid, that Scotland may make alliance 

with one o f  its neighbour nations for protec­

tion ; that alliance muft be with Holland, 

England, or France : other countries being fo 

remote, or poor, that their friendihips can be o f
* little ufe to us.

( 3 4 )
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4 W it h  Holland we can have no advantageous 

4 alliance, becaufe its c h ie f  branch o f  trade is the 

4 fame with ours ; with the Engliih  we can e x p e d  

4 no profitable friendihip, for they being our  near 

4 neighbours will be jealous o f  our encreafe ia  

4 power ; and from France few  advantages can be 

4 reaped till the old offenfive and defcnllve league 

4 be revived betw ixt  France and Scotland, which
* I

4 wrould give umbrage to the E ngliih ,  and occa- 

4 fion a wrar betw ixt  them and us. A n d  allow- 

4 ing the Scots, in fuch a ju n ftu re ,  with the af- 

4 fiftance o f  France, to conquer Englan d,  Scot- 

4 land, by  that conqueft, could not hope to better 

4 its prefent ftate; for it is more than probable, 

c the conqueror w'ould make his refidence in E n g-  

‘  land, as formerly the northern people ufed to 

4 do in their fouthern expeditions.

4 F ro m  thefe confiderations, I conceive, that 

4 this nation, by an entire feparation from Eng- 

4 land, cannot extend its trade, fo as to raife its 

4 power in proportion to other trafficking nations 

4 in Europe : but that hereby we may be in dan- 

4 ger o f  returning to that G o th ic  Conftitution o f  

4 government, wherein our forefathers were,

4 which was frequently attended with feuds, mur- 

4 ders, depredations, and rebellions.

4 My



( 36 )

• M y Lord, I am forry, that in place o f  things,

4 we amufe ourfelves with words : for my part, I ' 

4 comprehend no durable Union betwixt Scot- 

4 land and England but that exprefled in this 

4 articTe by one kingdom ; that is to fay, one 

4 people, one civil government, and one in- 

4 tereft,

‘  It is true the words Fæderal Union are 

£ become very faihionable, and may be hand-

* Jomely fitted to delude unthinking people; but 

i f  any Member o f  this Houfe will give himfelf 

‘  the trouble to examine what conditions or ar- 

‘  t ides are underftood by thefe words, and re- 

6 duce them into any kind o f  fæderal compact,

‘  whereby diitinti nations have been united, I 

‘  will prefume to fay, thefe will be found im- 

‘  practicable, or of  very little ufe to us.

‘  But to put that matter in a clear light, thefe 

‘  queries ought to be duly examined, whether a 

‘  fæderal union bè praticab le  betwixt tw o 'n a -  

c tions accuftomed to a monarchical government ?

‘ W hether there can be any furè guaranty pro- 

£ jected, for the obfervance o f  the articles o f  a 

fæderal compact ilipulated betwixt two nations,

‘  whereof the one is much fuperior to the other 

in riches, numbers o f  people, and an extended

‘ commerce ?



* com m erce? W h e th e r  the advantages o f  fed era l

* union do balance its difadvantages ? W hether

* the Engliih will accept a fæderal union, fup-

* pofing it to be for the true intereft o f  both 11a- 

e don» ? W h e th e r  any fæderal compact between 

« Scotland and Englan d,  is lufficient to fecure the 

« peace o f  this ifland, to fortify it againft the in- 

4 trigues and invafions o f  its foreign enemies?

* A n d  whether E n glan d,  in prudence, ought to 

e com m unicate  its trade and protection to this 

‘  nation, till both k in gd om s are incorporated 

‘  into one ?’

“  T h u s  fpoke M r.  Seton, o f  Pitm edden, at the 

time when he had no refources, from  which to 

draw his conclufions, but  thofe o f  his ow n  en­

lightened underftanding, and the view  he could  

rake o f  the emitting ftate o f  the other nations o f  

the world. B u t  his reafoning was folid, and I 

w ould  injure it by  adding more to the particular 

points he has fo ably treated of. I ihall, h o w ­

ever, add one fa£t, w h ich ,  in m y  conception, 

proves, beyond a doubt,  that the rapid progrefs 

o f  profperity o f  Scotland, arofe from  the U n io n  

c f  the two kingdom s. W h e r e  did the profpe- 

rity o f  Scotland make its fitfl: appearance, and 

its m od  early progrefs ? It was in the weftern 

parts o f  the k in gd om , ow in g  clearly to the cir-

F  cumftance
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cumftance of  thofe ports being locally beft fitu* 

ated to take the benefit o f  the colonial trade, then 

opened to the cnterprize o f  Scotland.

“  A  queftion has been triumphantly afked 

by an Honourable Gentleman ? * W h y  not give 

‘  all thofe advantages to Ireland without a 

£ Union ?’ T h e  beft way I can anfwer this, is, 

by another queftion— If Great Britain fnould com ­

municate thefe indulgences or opportunities to 

Ireland, could flie, under her prefcnt Conftitu- 

tion or Government, take the advantage o f  them? 

I am convinced ihe could not, and that in her 

prefent fituation fuch concefiions would not be 

produ&ive o f  advantage. W ith ou t  an incorpo­

rated Union, they would be of  no avail ; for the 

ftrength and refourcts o f  both countries muft be 

confo'.idated, in order to enable Ireland to reap 

the full advantage from fuch conceffions.

“  It is from the confidence in the ftrength o f  

Government, that a communication of  capital and 

other advantages can alone arife. A nd this con- 

iiueration recals to my nnnd a proceeding, which 

took place before the Union with Scotland, which 

put the intereits o f  that kingdom and Ireland in a 

lôrt ci iíTue.— It happened early in the- reign o f  

O 'a i les  II. f r o m  the period.ofthe crowns of both
T

kingdoms

( 3* )



kingdom s being united in the perfon o f  James I. 

Scotland enjoyed feveral important commercial 

advantages derived from E n glan d,  until the reign 

o f  Charles II. when they were done away by the 

provifions o f  the N avigation  A d  : the Scots re- 

monftrated againit what they called an injuitice, 

and Commillioners were appointed to take c o g ­

nizance o f  the matter. In the courie o f  thefe 

proceedings, the Scots,  as already ftated, loudly  

complained that they were treated with lefs indul­

gence than the Iriih.

\

“  T h is  complaint was anfwered b y  the Englifh 

Commiffioners as follows :—

* A n d  w h e re a s  y o u r  l o p ’ ps ( lordf li ips)  d o e  in feveral l  p lace s  

« g iv e  hints  at Ir e la n d ,  and feem e to m a k e  it a g r o u n d  w h y  t h i s  

« an d ot her  privi leges  fhould  be g ran te d  to  Scot ian  a,  be caufe

* gran ted  to I r e la n d ,  the a n f w e r e  is m o i l  c lea re  and o b v i o u s ,  

4 ( v i z . )  that  Ireland is not  o n e l y  u n d e r  on e  k i n g  w i t h  us as 

< S co t la n d ,  but be lo ng s to,  and is an a p p e n d i x  o f  the  c r o w n  o f  

« E n g l a n d ,  and l a w s  m a d e  in the  Parl iam ent  o f  E n g l a n d  d o e  

( bind them ; and no la w  can be enabled b y  the Pa rl ia m en t  o f  

4 I i e la n d ,  but w h a t  paf leth the Pr ivy  C o u n c e l l  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a n d

* orde rs  o f  the C o u n c e l l  o f  E n g l a n d ,  an d the  C r e a t e  Sea le  o f  

4 E n g l a n d ,  d o e  t a k e  p lace  in I r e l a n d ;  y e a ,  the  treafure r  a n d

* ot her  great  officers o f  ft ate in E n g l a n d ,  h av e  ju r i f d i t f i o n  a n d  

4 fup er inte nde ncy  in I r e l a n d ; ' b y  all  w h i c h  it is abf o lutel y  in 

4 ou r  p o w e r ,  w h e n  w e  grant  privi leges  t o  t h e m , to  com p el l  and 

4 k e e p e  them up to  the reiiridtions o f  t h e m  ; all w h i c h  is qu it e  

4 o t h e r w i f s  in relation to  S c o t la n d .
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cc Thefe  were aiTigned as reafons to the Scotch 

Commiffioners, why Ireland, in its then exifting 

cpnne&ion with England, was confidered as en­

titled to a degree o f  indulgence fqperior to that 

allowed to their nation; matters are now totally 

reverfcd, and in the prefent very much altered 

f;ate o f  the relation between Great Britain and 

Ireland, a fimilar anfwer may be given to the 

queftion, cc W h y  not give thefe advantages to Ire- 

c: land without a Union ?”

cc In addition to this it might be obferved, 

that the Engliih Government, confident with the 

duty they owe to their Britiih Fellow-fubjects, 

could not make fuch conceffions to Ireland u n ­

der its prefent Conftitution and feparate L e gis­

lature; fo that the very circumftance of  Ireland 

enjoying what is called an Independent Legifla- 

ture is the means o f  depriving her o f  a partici­

pation in thofe commercial benefits. Concef­

fions o f  fuch a nature, I contend, cannot be 

fafely granted until the fuperintendance o f  an 

Imperial Parliament pofieffes the control over 

the refources o f  the Empire at large, and the 

power o f  applying them to Imperial Purpofes, 

Indeed, the anfwer of  the Engliih Commiffioners, 

as 1 have juit recited, is one o f  the belt that can 

be given to the repeated queftion I have already

mentioned.
. . .

« W ith
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“  W i t h  refpeft,  Sir, to the fate o f  the Propo­

rtions in 1785,  fo much fpoken of ,  the C o m ­

mercial benefits then tendered to Ireland were 

rejected on the fame miftaken grounds that the 

Houfe o f  C om m on s fet their face againft the 

prefent meafure— T h e y  thought that the fourth 

Propofition encroached upon their Indepen­

dence, and in confequence refufed great com ­

mercial advantages. T h is  confideration, I think, 

brings the queftion between the two countries 

to a fair iifue. Is Ireland to be confidered in a 

better fituation with her prefent feparate L e g is ­

lature, aud deprived o f  thefe manifold co m ­

mercial advantages ; or with her Legiilature in­

corporated with that o f  G re a t  Britain, with the 

full  enjoyment o f  all thofe commercial benefits, 

and the various other advantages in a v iew  o f  

p ow er ,  confequence, and refpeftability, as m u d  

refult to Ireland, when thoroughly united with 

G reat  Britain ?— T h is  is the true queftion to be 

confidered by the Iriih : for my part, I have not a 

doubt upon the point— the latter fituation would 

be  decided to the advantage o f  Ireland.

“  G re a t  ftrefs, Sir,  has alfo been laid, b y  an

Hon. Gentlem an on the Settlement in 1782, which

has been called a Final Adjuftment. I ihall not

cavil about words, but I contend that much o f

the argument founded upon that proceeding, as
ufed
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ufed by the Hon. Gentleman, was thrown awa^% 

as inapplicable to the prefent queilion. Indeed, 

1 might call it on his part as fighting with a iha-

dow .------ ï he queftion at iffue, Sir, I muil again

repeat it, is between the benefits and advan­

tages, take them all in all, derivable to Ireland 

from her prefent feparate Legiflature, or thofe 

from an incorporated Union ; and I muit again 

proteft againit the idea, that any thing in the 

prefent proceedings is any way hoilile or dero­

gatory to the acknowledged Independence o f  Ire­

land. T h e  very mode o f  patting the prefent 

queftion to their Parliament, implies its Legiila- 

tive Independence.

“  M uch, it not the chief  ilrefs o f  the argu­

ments urged by thofe who onpofe this meafure, 

has been laid on the oppofition which has been 

made to. it in the Parliament o f  Ireland. But 

when circumftances are attended to, I cannot 

refrain from dating, that this view o f  the fubjeet 

is given in very erroneous colours. T w o  eilates 

o f  the Parliament of  Ireland, the King and the 

Lords,* have pointedly expreííed their defire that 

the fubjefb ihould be entertained and confidered ; 

and the contrary opinion has been carried only 

b y  a very narrow majority in the Houfe o f  

Commons. Under fuch circumftances, it is idle 

to talk o f  this as a folemn decifion o f  P ar­

liament
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Jiament. Bur i f  it had been entitled to that ap­

pellation, it would not have altered m y opinion 

as to the propriety o f  this H oufe  confidering the 

queition, and taking the moit effectual means o f  

•bringing it again and again under the confidera- 

tion o f  the Irifh nation. Sound reafon and 

good fenfe will  ultimately p re v a i l ;  and I ca n n o t  

help au gu rin g  well to the ultimate fuccefs o f  the 

mcafure, as effential to the happinefs o f  Ireland, 

when I contemplate the clam our and violence 

b y  w hich  the confideration o f  it has been re­

fitted. 1 hefe are not the weapons by  which 

truth and foiid reafoning maintain their empire

over the hearts and underftandings o f  m e n ._

Cool confideration, and fober reafoning, are the 

arms by which the caufe o f  truth is fupported, 

and I have not a doubt that thefe weapons, pro­

perly  ufed, will  ultimately fucceed againft all 

the clamour and prejudice that can be adduced 

againlt  them.

“  I beiieve there is no candid and rational 

man w ho is at prefent difpofed to difpute, that a 

fyflem o f  excife is the leait expenfive and moii 

effectual mode by which a great revenue can be 

collected in any country. B u t  it is in the me­

m ory o f  living men, and within the reading o f  us 

all, with what obloquy the firit authors o f  that 

great fyitem were loaded on its firit introduction.

B u t
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B a t  the fohd underítanding o f  mankind at IafL 

prevailed.

“  In this, as in almoft every other part o f  this 

íubjeft, I mull refer the recollection o f  the Hffufe 

to what paffed in Scotland on occafion o f  the 

Union o f  that kingdom with England.

“  W h e n  Gentlemen pretended to think lightly 

o f  the facrifices o f  Scotland compared with thofe 

o f  Ireland, let them recoiled, that Ireland had 

not for many centuries been free or independent 

o f  England, but that Scotland never was com­

pletely fubdued or under the control o f  E n g ­

lan d;  that Scotland gave up, what Ireland can­

not give up, an independent Parliament o f  King, 

Lords, and Commons and that Scotland gave 

up, what Ireland cannot give up, an independent 

and feparate c r o w n  !

“  T h e  Scots undoubtedly furrendered thefe ho­

nours at the time with reluctance, and evinced 

the greateft hoftility to the Union, until experi­

ence had made her acquainted with its bleffings.

I cannot, Sir, help noticing the vaft unpopularity 

of the Duke o f  Queeniberry and other Commif- 

fioners in favour o f  the Union, while the zeal 

and activity o f  the D uke o f  Hamilton and Lord

Belhav.en



Belhaven were the theme o f  every tongue. T h e  

D u k e  o f  Queeniberry, the nobleman who took 

the moil a d iv e  part in carrying the meafure into 

effeftj  and was Her Majefty ’ s Commiffioner for the
%

purpofe, narrowly efcaped, in feveral inftanc.es, 

with his life. T h e  D u k e  o f  H am ilton, the 

Patriot o f  that day, the moil violent oppofer o f  

the meafure, was applauded to the ikies for his 

con duft  by the populace— they regularly chaired 

him from his apartments in H olyrood Houfe to 

the Parliament Houfe, iuft as the D ub lin  mob
*

lately did the Speaker o f  the Iriih Houfe  o f  

C om m on s,  exclaiming, in their mad career:  

<c G o d  blefs your G race  !”  B u t  thofe who had 

been fo much reviled, and had fo nobly with- 

ftood the itorms and tempeils o f  the times, had 

the confolation to live and witnefs the popula­

rity ot that meafure for which they were con ­

demned. T h e  U nion  foon became fo popular, 

that the Pretender, having pledged himfelf  to a 

repeal o f  the A ct  o f  U n io n,  excited fuch a fer­

mentation ' againft him, that he was obliged to 

expunge this promife from his manifeilo!

cc T h is  change o f  fentiment happened in the 

year 17 15, eight years after the U n io n ;  and it 

ought to aiFord a falutary leiTon to thofe falfe 

patriots \Vho chufe to reft their characters and 

iame *on the (hort lived sc!amours o f  the day ; and
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it ought to afford a heartfelt confolation to thofe 

who have the magnanimity to difdain fuch mean 

and paltry arts, trufting that their real patriotifmy 

founded on a confideration of  the true interefts 

o f  their country, will not fail ultimately to fe- 

cure to them that folidand permanent fame which 

is alone worthy o f  poifeffing.

“  Another argument, Sir, I wifh to fubmit to 

to u r  confideration in favour of  the Union. I f  

it be true, as infifïed upon by M r. O ’ Connor, in 

his e v id e n ce , . that the people o f  England, ac­

cording tq their prefent form of  Government, 

have no caufe o f  complaint, when compared with 

die ftate and fufferings o f  the people o f  Ireland, 

then it confequentiy follows, that an U nion b e ­

tween the two nations, founded on principles o f  

common freedom, and common intereit, will at 

once remove every caufe of  grievance on the 

;. m  of  the people of  Ireland. By the participation 

o f  the freedom o f  Britons, by the full enjoyment 

of  all the privileges attached to a member o f  

fuch an honourable community, the Govern- 

r>ent o f  this country endeavours to deitroy the 

hopes o f  the enemy, and to ftrengthen and con- 

folidate the interefts o f  the empire. If  it be 

true, as generally acknowledged, that the poor 

of  Ireland experience all the miferies concomi­

tant to a date o f  want and wretchednefs, then

it
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it follows,' that their participation o f  the pri­

vileges o f  Britons, will aroufe and animate to 

laudable exertions that ufeful defcription o f  

o u r  fellow-fubjefts in the fitter k ingdom . T h a t  

liberty which awakened the commercial enterprlfe 

o f  Scotland— that liberty which expanded its 

genius in the m od honourable purfuits— that li­

berty which confirmed every fentiment which can 

dignify human nature, will, Sir, Í am fure, have 

the fame happy influence on the people o f  Ire­

land, connected with us by the deareii reciprocal 

obligations,

“  i  here are certain gentlemen, who had the 

hardihood to maintain, that the advocates for an 

U nion were enemies to the peace p 4 Ireland; 

but  fure I am, Sir, that no  arguments can be 

nioie futile or abiurd. The*introdu£Hon o f  that 

freedom into the various c la ies  o f  Ireland, which 

uas the admiration, and feemed the panegyric o f  

all Europe, was no indication of  the hoftility o f  

the Governm ent o f  G reat  Britain. It would be 

a partnerfhip, which would diilufe and extend 

its political and commercial advantages to the re- 

moteft corners o f  the g lo b e— it would loon dif- 

fipate all idle and illiberal jealoufies— it would 

allay the apprehenfions o f  the real friends o f  b*>th 

countr ies;  and, by an equality o f  rights, infufe 

into the imperial fpirit that noble emulation of 

mind which is the fource o f  every e "cellence.

“  There
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#t There are no finifter arts, as fome malignantly 

înfinuate, adopted for the attainment o f  the 

grand objefl: o f  our difcuflion. There  are no 

meafures o f  compulfion, as the enemies of  the 

meafure affirm, in the contemplation o f  thofe in 

power. I wiih, Sir, to convince, not to intimi­

date the people o f  Ireland T h e  fyftem of  ter­

ror, fo often enforced by the common enemy, 

thank G o d ,  is no part o f  the policy o f  the Bri- 

tifh Government. Adopting expedients o f  l e ­

nity and perfuafion, we addrefs ourfelves to the 

liberality and wifdom o f  the Iriih nation. They  

know the fine ity o f  our friendihip; they know  

alfo the bitter malignity o f  that foreign power, 

which, like the rattlefnake, firil endeavours to 

charm and then deftroy. But,  Sir, I thought 

that the eyes o f  every Britiíh fubjeft were at 

1 it opened to the treachery o f  the common 

enemy o f  mankind ; and forry am I to find, that 

the very enemy now fo generally execrated, com ­

pliments the people of  Ireland, by alledging, that 

there is a fpirit o f  credulity in the Iriih fyitem, 

which will admit o f  the groifeit deception from 

thole who have fworn to overthrow any govern­

ment founded in juflice and humanity.

66 W ith  regard to the final adjuftment o f  the 

year 178^, it was .a mifapplication of  terms to 

call it fmal. It was aifo to little purpofe to re­

cur
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cur to the opinion of Mr. Grattan, or the fenti- 

ments he expreffed on the fubject of that ar­

rangement, and the debates that preceded it. 

M r. Grattan, on that occafion, was known to 

have been only the mouth-piece of the Volun­

teers. The whole of the bufinefs was evidently 

done in a hurry, and could only be confidered as 

a temporary expedient to ferve the purpofes and 

exigencies of the moment, not as a matter to 

which liability or permanency was likely to be 

attached. However that might be, the Parlia­

ment of Ireland had afterwards fucceeded in ob­

taining every thing it defired ; and he was fo far 

from denying a particle of its independence, 

that he admitted it in its fulleft extent, and even 

founded upon it no fmall parr of his prefent ar­

guments. Sir, had the adjuftment in 1782, not 

taken place, the fituation in which Ireland 

would then ftand, might have afforded an argu­

ment againft the prefent meafure, becaufe then 

the Sifter Parliament could not, in ftriftnefs, be 

faid to treat fairly ; but its independence, at the 

prefent time, gave it the fame competency to 

treat that was poifeffed by the Parliament of Great

Britain.

“ If, however, upon refle&icn, the Iriih Le-

giflature ftiouid not be convinced of the utility

and r.eceflity of the projected Union, there was

an
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an end,of  the plan, and it muít retain that de­

gree o f  independence which it preferred to the 

numerous and important advantages which were 

held out to it. T h e  diviiion in Ireland, I admit, 

was hitherto fo apparently Fioftiie to the propofai, 

that it was nearly decided that it ihould not be even 

entertained or difculied. Eut Gentlemen feemed 

to infinuate an apprehenfion, that it was to be 

intimidated and bullied into it. T h e  Adminif- 

tration o f  this Country, in the molt full and un­

qualified manner, difclaimed the idea o f  any 

fuch intentions. Whatever might be the general 

opinion, or the prejudice againit it, now in the.

\ he moment, arifing from

national pride, and a variety o f  other motives,

I maKe no doubt but, were the meafure adopted, 

in lefs than eight years that country, like Scot­

land, would be fully reconciled and convinced o f  

its uuSîjy.

“  A m o ng other arguments againft the legiflative 

U nion,  was an appeal to the national pride o f  

or Ireland. By thofe ilrenuous opponents o f  the 

meafure, it was aliedged, that the Parliament and 

People o f  Ireland would be degraded. Here, 

again, 1 mud refer, Sir, to thofe ftubborn fads 

recorded in the page o f  hiftory. B y  a happy 

combination o f  wifdom and humanity, the H e p ­

tarchy was overturned, and an empire eflablifLtd

on
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on principles o f  found policy. T h e  Prince who 

a c c o m p l is h e d  this grand object certainly merits 

the higheit encomium for the operations o f  juftice 

and humanity. B u t  I wiih, Sir, to  put it to the 

c o n f c i e n c e  and feelings o f  thofe converfant with 

hiftorv, if  they think that the various intereils 

were injured or degraded by the appellation or 

privileges o f  Engliihm en? T h e  people o f  the 

Seven United States or Nations were neither de- 

bafed nor enflaved by the confolidation o f  their 

intereits under one imperial management or di­

rection. T h e  W e lc h m a n ,  a brave and gençrous 

character, neither feels himfelf  enflaved' nor de­

graded by a confolidation o f  intereft and freedom; 

and fure I am, Sir ,  that the Scotchman is actuat­

ed by too noble and generous principles to enter­

tain for a moment fuch an opinion. From  thefe 

facts, 1 hope, therefore, I may affume, as a natu­

ral conclufion, that as former parts o f  the empire 

found neither injury nor inconvenience in an U n i ­

on, that Ireland, as foon as prejudice and pafïïon 

have fublided, will be equally harmonious to the 

happinefs o f  the community. Such a ftate o f  

U n io n  would appear invincible to the common 

enemy, who, in the career ot his conquefts, not 

onlv robs individuals o f  their property, but per­

verts and ddtroys  the falutary inititutio.ns o f  tbç 

nation with which he pretends to fraternife. A

national
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national mind, united according to the principles 

now tecommended, and a public force thus con­

centrated, would be capable of  repelling the attacks 

o f  the moil formidable enemy, however ftrongly 

impelled by the new do&rines, and however ani­

mated by the fertile genius o f  innovation.

“  I have already had occafion to advert, in 

one point o f  view to the argument, that we 

ihould proceed no farther in the bufmefs after 

the Houfe o f  Commons o f  Ireland had ex- 

preffed its repugnance to it in fo unequivocal a 

manner. I have only farther to fay, that no 

decifion o f  that Houfe ihall deter me, and the 

Government o f  Great Britain, from telling and 

explaining to the people and Parliament o f  Ire­

land, in as much detail as poffible, what the pro . 

pofals were which we were deiirous to fubmit

to their cool and difpaffionate confideration.__

T h e  Irifh Houfe o f  Commons has expreifed what 

they think o f  an Union : and it is our bufinefs 

to tell what we think o f  it alio ; for this reafon it 

is, that I ftrenuouily contend for going into the 

Committee, that the whole people o f  both king- 

doms may know  what is the real bafis 011 which 

we wifh to treat. In this way only can we hope 

to baffle the various mifreprefentations which 

are induitrioufly propagated on this momen­

tous bufmefs. I am the more defirous of  it, be-

caufe

(  52 )



caufe I contend, the H on. G e n t le m a n ,  w h o  la y  

fo m uch ft refs on the decif ion  o f  the C o m m o n s  . 

o f  Ireland, carry  the conclufiou  from that cir- 

cum itance m u ch  farther than they  are warranted. 

E v e n  the Irifli H oule  o f  C o m m o n s  h ave  not faid 

that th e y  w i l l  n ever  agitate the bufinefs again.

It w o u ld  indeed h ave  b een  ftrange i f  they  h ad  

done fo. A f t e r  the decif ion  in the H ou fe  o f  

C o m m o n s,  an attempt was made to e a rn  a i S o ­

lution for fetting the queft ion  afide altogether,  

b y  an H on. M e m b e r  (M r.  G .  P on fo n b y)  w h ofe  

m otion  the H oufe  thought proper  to rejeít.  [ I t  

■was here remarked acrofs the table, that the motion 

w as not rejefied, but'w ithdrawn.'] T h i s  d ifference 

in the term, Sir, makes b u t  v e r y  li tt le  alteration 

in the ftate o f  the f a d  ; for it is v e r y  w e l l  

k n ow n, that gentlem en, w a r m ly  e m b a r k e d  in  

ftrong party queftions, are not v e r y  l i k e îy to 

w ith d raw  them , unlefs the difpofition o f  the 

Houfe  indicates that, i f  prcffed,  they  w i l l  b e  

r c je d e d — fuch, no d ou b t,  is the cafe in  the  

inftance a l lud ed  to. T h e  H o n o u ra b le  G e n t l e ­

m a n  fucceeded in his oppofit ion  to the A d drefs ,  

b u t  he failed in the M o t io n  with w h ic h  h e  at- 

tempted to fo l low  it.

“  A l l  that is at prefent propofed, I again Hate,

is to give the p eop le  and P arliam en t  or Irelan.*.

time and opportunity  to k n o w  and conudei *vhai

H  * the
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the Englifh Parliament is w il l ing  to fhare with 

them, without attempting the fmalleft interfe- 

len ce  with their independence.

ÏWany objections, Sir, have been made to 

the time o f  bringing forward thefe propofitions, 

as i f  it were the worft and moft unfeafoliable that 

could  poffibly be felefled. It is h ow ever,  

agreed on all hands, that the fituation o f  Ireland 

is truly alarming ; that it is threatened with the 

greateft dangers ; and that to avert them re­

quires the fulleft attention, and the utmoil  e x ­

ertions o f  G overnm ent.  T h e  on ly  difference o f  

opinion, therefore) is, with refp ed  to the 

means b y  w h ich  the evils can be remedied.

I he Adm iniftration o f  this Country  propofes an 

U n io n ,  as the only  fure and effeflual means o f  

affording it tranquillity at home and fecurity 

from external attacks.— O n  the other fide o f  

the Houfe,  though an U n io n  was o b j e a e d  to, n o  

other rem edy has been offered. For m y part,

1 conceive  that there is a peculiar propriety in 

bringing forward the propofal at this ve ry  cri­

tical time, when the reports o f  both Houfes o f  

Parliament in Ireland afforded irrefragable de- 

monftration, that there ftill exifis amongft them 

a deep and formidable confpiracy to feparate 

that kingdom from G reat  Britain, and totally  

deflroy all friendly connection betw een  them.

What
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W h a t  then are the belt means to meet and de­

feat the ends o f  this conspiracy, an d  difappoint 

the hopes o f  thofe b y  w h o m  it is fupported and 

fomented ? I kn ow  o f  no m ode fo effectually  

doing fo, bu t  to cem ent and confolidate ,  into 

one pow erfu l  and irrefiitible b o d y ,  the ftrength 

o f  the w hole  E m pire ,  b y  an U n io n  o f  the two 

i-egiflatures.

“  T h e  f imilarity o f  the c ircum ftanccs  in duces  

me again to recur to the oppofition, fo frequ en tly  

an d  itrenuoufiy g iven ,  to the propofal o f  an U n io n  

w ith  Scotland. In various periods o f  our Hil- 

torv attempts had b e e n  made to effeftuate  this 

favourite  o b j e t ,  and as fre q u en t ly  fruitrated. 

I ihall  ihortly  g lance  over  the hiitory o f  thefe 

attempts, beginning with  that o f  H e n ry  V I I I .  

w h o  offered his daughter M a r y  to Jam es V .  o f  

Scotian .1., holdin g out fuch indu cem en ts  as the 

Scottifh K i n g  was in clin ed  to li iten to ; but  the 

p lan was defeated b y  the intrigues o f  the French 

and the Popilh fa d io n .  E d w ard  V I .  o f  Englan d,  

in purfuanec o f  his father’s defign, offered him- 

f e l f  to M a ry  Q u e en  o f  Scotland ; and though it 

was agreed to b y  the Parliam ent o f  that c o u n ­

try,  the interference o f  the fame fa it io n  rendered 

this treaty  as fruitlefs as the former. T h e  plan 

was again renew ed in the reign o f  James I. and 

though A rt ic le s  o f  U n i o n  w ere  agreed to b y

H  2 Co'mmiffioners
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Commiffioners o f  "both countries affem bled at 

W eftminfter,  and ratified conditionally  b y  the 

Scotch Parliament, yet  the jealoufy  o f  the High 

C h u rch m en at that time caufed them to be  re- 

je£ted in England. T h e  plan was again brought 

forward in the reign o f  Charles I. but ended in 

fome unavailing conferences amongft the Com - 

miifioners appointed to manage it. In the reign 

o f  W il l ia m  and M a r y ,  the propofition for an 

U n io n  came from the Scotch Convention,  and, 

on a recommendation from the Crow n , the 

Englifh  Houfe o f  Peers pafl'ed a B i l l  for appoint­

ing Commiifioners for treating o f  an U n io n  o f  

the t w o  Kingdoms, w h ich  B i l l  was thrown out 

b y  the Commons. T h u s  the matter refted t i l l  

the reign o f  Q ueen A n n e ,  at whofe acceflion 

the project alfo failed, through the H igh  C h u rch  

influence. B u t  fome reverfes in the progrefs o f  

the w ar,  and fome events w hich took place in 

Scotland, made England take the alarm, and be 

as anxious for the accomplishment o f  the U n io n ,  

as it was before forw ard in rejedting it. A n d  

here I wifh it to be reco l leû ed ,  than when pro- 

pofnions to this efTcdl failed in Scotland, it al­

w ays  happened through French influence and 

ï r e n c h  intrigue. 1 remember a curious fimile, 

w h ich  was urged as an argument againft the 

T aion in the Reign  o f  James T. to fhew that 

Scotland mu ft be the fufí'ercr, “  I f  a rich f ie ld ,”

fa id
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faid one o f  the Commiffioners, «  lie next to a 

poor field, the latter muft be the lofer, as all the 

cattle would not fail to go  into the richer pas­

ture.” — After the U nion was effe&ed, m any, r»o 

doubt, did from time to time come into the 

richer field, without, however,  any injury being 

fuftained by the fields from which they departed.

It appeared then, that what firit induced the 

people o f  England to become zealous /or, and 

to urge an U nion  with Scotland, was to prevent 

the bad effe&s o f  party and French intrigue in

that country.

“  W h a t  was then the fituation o f  Scotland, 

now became, by various accidents, that o f  Ire­

land. France labours by every means to form a 

con nexion  in that country, and has in a great 

meafure fucceeded, as recent and unfortunate 

events teftify : an U nion  is propofed by G reat 

Britain, as the fureft way to put an end to this 

dangerous confpiracy, by a confolidation of the 

whole powers of the Empire.

Thofe  who m od admire the tranfaâions 

which took place in 1782, m u d admif, that ao 

arrangement has yet taken place adequate to 

the cure o f  thofe difeafes which threaten the de- 

fttuQion of  Ireland ; and thofe who were particu­

larly concerned in the fettlement o f  that degree
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o f  Irilh independence alluded to, had uniformly 

avowed, that fomething further was neceffary 

for the reciprocity o f  interefts between the two’ 

countries fo ardently wiihed for by the friends o f  

both. I f  this deficiency o f  focial compact be, 

tween Great Britain and Ireland be acknow­

ledged, as a recurrence to the proceedings o f  the 

times wil' verify, then it follows, that it was in the 

contemplüiion o f  thofe in power at that time, to 

advance, as foon as convenient, to the completion 

o f  this grand principle. It is needlefs to ftate rea- 

fons, or conjectures, for the delay o f  this final 

adjuilment o f  amity : a variety o f  circumitances 

contributed to it ; but I have no hefitation, Sir, 

in faying, that i f  fuch a pian as that intended had 

been difcufiqd and confirmed by the Parliaments 

o f  both countries, it is more than probable, that 

we would not now have to lament the afts o f

outrage and rebellion which have fo recently 

convulfed and defpoiled our filler kingdom. It 

was this lamentable defeft in the compact that 

excited the turbulent and obnoxious o f  Ireland—  

it was this lamentable defed. that gave rife to 

the molt dangerous paffions and animofities— it 

in fadt prefented Ireland with more refentments

to fatiate, and Iefs authority to controul. While, 

then, we deplore the late abominable excelles, 

it is our duty to prevent the return o f  the fan- 

guinary fcenes, by an Union o f  national intereft,

l ike ly
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l i k e ly  to renounce and com m an d  the affeÔions o f  

the people.

<c I again, Sir, affirm, that in any thing w h ic h  

has fallen from me for the  purpofe o f  e lu cidatin g  

m y  arguments, I mean to cail  no im putation  on  

the Parliam ent o f  Ireland. I  m ain ta in ,  that 

w ith  refpeft  to the C ath ol ics ,  th e y  are u nder  

the influence o f  prejudice  ; I k n o w ,  at the fam e 

time, that it is a prejudice  infeparable  from  the 

nature o f  their fituation. A tte m p ts  w ere m ade 

to ihew* that the exclufions u nder  w h ic h  the C a ­

tholics o f  this cou n try  laboured, d id  s o t  augur 

w e l l  for the C ath ol ics  o f  Ireland, w h e n  th e y  

ihould  com e u n d e r  our Legiflation. H e re  again 

I am at iffue with  gentlem en w h o  a d v a n ce  this 

h y p o th e cs  ; and I do m oil  f incerely  m aintain, 

that an U n io n  is l ik e ly  to prove  advan tageou s  to  

the C ath ol ics  o f  b oth  countries, as u nder  the 

fame Lcgii lature  there is e v e ry  p ro b a b i l i ty ,  that 

after fome time the lame meafure o f  indu lgen ce  w il l  

b e  e q u a lly  d i i lr ibu ted  to both ,  T h e  Iriih w il l  

i lan d  a chan ce  o f  b ein g  foon  put upon the fame 

footing with the E ngli ih  ; an d  fhould it ever b e  

found prudent w h o l ly  to im p rove  the condit ion  o f  

the great majority  o f  the Irifh nation, the Englifh  

C atholics  might expeót to be  no longer under a n y  

reftraints. E u t  after all, I am o f  op inion,  there is 

no comparifon b etw ee n  the flatc o f  the Catholics
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în the two kingdoms ; for i f  in England con- 

iiderations o f  p o licy  have  hitherto impofed fome 

reítriótions on the Catholics,  I am fu lly  per- 

ioaded that they do not think their interefts 

negle&ed, or that any fentiments o f  animofity,  

jea lou fy ,  or difcord, are entertained againil 

them. T h e y  may, and naturally  do regret the 

excluiions to w hich  they  are fubje& ed ; but th e y  

never, for a moment, entertain a thought that 

there exiits againit them a hoftile fpirit, either 

in the legiilative or execu t ive  go vernm en t o f  

this country. N o b o d y  will  venture to affert, 

that fuch is the feeling o f  the Catholics  o f  Ire­

land.

“  I f  any Irifhman ihould unfortunately prefer 

French fraternity to Britifli l iberty,  I w ould molt 

earneitly imprefs upon his m ind the horrors and 

devafiations o f  the Continent. Should  he enter­

tain a doubt o f  French rapine and murder, let 

him cait his eyes on Brabant,  H olland, Sw itzer­

land, I ta ly ,  and Egypt.— In thefe miferable cou n ­

tries, he w o u ld  find the unparalleled e ffeétsof  the 

fertile genius o f  innovation and reform— he 

w ould there find innumerable exam ples o f  a  v i o ­

lation o f  faith— he might there trace the agents 

o f  v i l la in y  itarting from one extreme o f  in iquity  

to another, fcoffing and fcorning juit ice  and hu- 

manity,  and, in the v e ry  face  o f  heaven, defying

divine
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d iv in e  vengeance .  T h é f e  are the b itter  effe&s 

o f  F re n ch  fraternity,  and b y  w h ic h  its miferable 

victims h ave  b e e n  funk in agonies o f  confufion 

and defpair.

“  I b e g  pardon, Sir, for h a v in g  trou b led  the 

H oufe  at fo great length (two hours and tw e n ty  

minutes) ; b u t  t h i  obfervations a d v a n c e d  on the 

other fide, and the circumftances o f  the cafe, re­

quire  that I  fhould  take a eom prehenfive  v i e w  o f  

the w h o le  fubjeft  ; and from  every  confideration 

I am in d u ce d ,  Sir, to vote  for y o u r  le a v in g  the 

C h a ir .”

6 i }'
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C O P Y  o f  th e  R E S O L U T I O N S , a .j a m e n d e d

and faffed by the H o u s e  OB' C o m m o n s ,  

Feb. 14 , 1799.

Mr. Douglas (according to order) reported from the 

Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom it was referred to 

confider further of  his Majefty’s mod gracious Meflage of  

the 22d day o f  January Jail, the Refolutions which the 

Committee had dire&ed him to report to the Houfe ; which 

he read in his place.

R e s o l v e d ,

That the faid Report be now brought up.

Mr. Douglas accordingly delivered the Refolutions in at

the table, where the fame were read, and are as followcth,
viz, •

R e s o l v e d ,

That it is the opinion o f  this Committee, That in order 

to promote and fecure the eiTential intercfts of Great Bri­

tain and Ireland, and to confolidate the ftrength, power, 

and refources o f  the Britifh empire, it will be advifable to 

concur in iuch meafures as may beft tend to unite the two 

kingdoms of  Great Britain and Ireland into one kingdom, 

in fuch manner, and 011 fuch terms and conditions, as may

be eftabliihed by a d s  of  the refpedive parliaments of  his 
Majefiy’s faid kingdoms.

R e s o l v e d ,



R e s o l v e d ,

That it is the opinion o f  this Committee,  That  it would 

be fit to propofe, as the firil article, to ferve as a bafis of  the 

faid U nion,  that the faid kingdoms o f  Great Britain and 

Ireland ihall, upon a day to be agreed upon, be united into 

one kingdom, by the name o f  »  T h e  United Kingdom  o f  

Great Britain and Ireland,”

R e s o l v e d ,

That it is the opinion o f  this Committee,  That ,  for the 

fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, that the fucceflíon 

to the monarchy and the Imperial crown o f  the faid 

U nited  Kingdom ihall continue limited and fettled in the 

f.ime manner as the Imperial crown o f  the faid kingdoms 

o f  Great Britain and Ireland now ftands limited and fettled, 

according to the exifting laws, and to the terms o f  the 

U nion  between England end Scotland.

R e s o l v e d ,

That it is the opinion o f  this Committee,  T h a t ,  for the 

fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, that the ftfcf 

U nited  Kingdom  be reprefented in one and the fame Par­

liament, to be ftiled, «  T h e  Parliament o f  the United 

K in g d o m  o f  Great Britain and Ireland and that fuch a 

number o f  Lords fpiritual and temporal, and fuch a num­

ber o f  members in the Houfe o f  Commons,  as ihall be 

agreed upon by j>ûs o f  the  repetitive Parliaments 

as aforefaid, ihall fit and vote in the faid Parliament on the 

part o f  Ireland, and ihall be fummoned, chofen, and re- 

turned, in fuch manner as ihall be fixed by an aft  o f  Par- 

liament o f  Ireland previous to the faid Union ; and that 

every member, hereafter to fit and vote in the faid Parlia­

m ent o f  the United Kingdom , ihall, until the faid Parlia-

I 2 ment

IL 63 ]



#

ment fhall otherwife provide, take and fubferibe the fame 

oaths, and make the fame declarations, as are by law re­

quired to be taken, fubferibed, and made, by the Members 

o f  the Parliaments of  Great Britain and Ireland.

R e s o l v e d ,

That it is the opinion of  this Committee, That, for the 

fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, that the churches 

of  England and Ireland, and the doârinç ,  worfhip, dif- 

cipline, and government thereof, fhall be preferved as now 

by law eilabhfhed*

R e s o l v e d ,

T hat it is the opinion o f  this Committee, That,  for the 

fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that his Majefty’s 

fubjefls in Ireland fhajl, at all times hereafter, be entitled 

to the fame privileges, and be on the fame footing, in re- 

fpe£t of  trade and navigation, in all ports and. places be- 

longing to Great Britain, and in all cafes with refpeft to 

•which treaties ihall be made by his Majefty, his heirs or 

fuçceiTors, with any foreign power, as his Majeily’s fub- 

je fts  in Great Britain.— That no duty (hall be impofed 

on the import or export between Great Britain and Ire­

land of any articles now duty-free ; and that on other arti­

cles there lhail be eftabliihed, for a time to be limited, 

fuch a moderate rate o f  equal duties as fliall, previous to 

the U nion,  be agreed upç>n> and approved by. ihe refp.ee- 

tive Parliaments; fu b jed ,  after the  expiration of  fuch 

limited time, to be diminiihed equally with refpefl: to both 

kingdoms, but in no cafe to be increafed :— That all ar­

ticles, which may at any time hereafter be imported into 

Great Britain from foreign parts, ihall be importable 

through either kingdom into the other, fubject to the îke

duties
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duties and regulations as if the fame were imported direftfy 

from f r e i g n  parts : - T h a t  where any articles, the growth 

produce, or manufacture, o f  either kingdom, are fubjeft 

I  any internal duty in one kingdom, fuch countervailing 

duties (over and above any duties on import to be fixed as 

aforefaid) (hall be impofed as (lull  be necefiary to prevent 

any inequality in that re fp e d  - . - A n d  that all other mat- 

ters of  trade and commerce, other than the foregoing, and 

than fuch others as may, before the U nion,  be fpec.ally 

agreed upon for the due encouragement o f  the agriculture 

and manufactures of  the re fp eûive  kingdoms, (hall remain 

to be regulated from time to time by the U nited  Parliament.

R e s o l v e d ,

T h a t  it is the opinion o f  this Committee,  That ,  for the 

fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, that the Charge 

arifing from the Payment o f  the Intereft, or Sinking 

F un d for the red u d ion  o f  the Principal, o f  the D ebt  in- 

curred in either kingdom before the U n io n ,  (hall continue 

to be feparately defrayed by Great  Britain and Ireland ref- 

peitively :— That ,  for a number o f  years to be limited, 

the future ordinary expences o f  the U nited  K ingdom , in 

peace or war, íhall be defrayed by Great  Britain and Ire. 

land jointly, according to fuch proportions as (hall be 

eilabliihed by the refpettive parliaments previous to the 

U nion  : and that, after the expiration o f  the time to be fo 

limited, the proportion (hall not be liable to be varied, ex­

cept according to fuch rules and principles as ihall be in 

tike manner agreed upon previous to the U n io n .

R e s o l v e d ,

T h a t  it i l  the opinion o f  this Committee,  T h a t ,  f o i  the

fame putpofc. it b= 6t  10 P ™ * 0' ' ’  T “  a “
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fore,, at the t.mc of  the Union, and all the Courts o f  Civil

cioms^ftàl] 1Cal JUrifclÍaí° n’ Within the refpeaive king, 

fame ’ fub' r t ' T *  “  ^  ^  eftabliihed> within the

ment Ĉ BOlftan“ ' “ *7 »PPC»r, to the P ariia.
e United Kingdom, to require.

The  Firft Refolution o f  the Committee, being read a fc 

Ume> w »s agreed to by the Hoofe.

J n d  Ü 7  R ' f0,U' i0n ° f  ,he « * *  »

A mo,ion maJe_ lnJ tU

the further confideration o f  the faid Ren
to this day three months; '  ^  ^

i f  pa fled in the negative.

Then the faid Refolution „ s agreed by ^  ^

The Third and F „ „ „ h  R e fo lll, ions  o[ ^

r' ad * « »  » P « d  ,o by Houfe.

The Fifth Refoiution o f  ,he Committtc, bd  

fecpnd with fc„ „ ,  ame„ H„ enis * “

=g..ed .o bv the Houfe, ,„d  U as foli„weth, ^  ‘

R e s o l v e d ,

That, for the fame purpofe, it would be fit „  ,

That the Churches o f  that part o f  Great Rr t . ° P *■

England, and of that par, of Great Britain called 5“ T  ^

«Mreiand, and the domine, Wo r ,ip; d t ; : : ^

government



government thereof, fhall be preferved as now by law 

efiablifhed. - ,

T h e  Sixth Refolution o f  the Committee,  being read a 

feeond time, was agreed to by the Houfe.

T h e  Seventh Refolution o f  the Committee,  being read a 

fécond time, was, with feveral amendments thereunto, 

agreed to by the Houfe, and is as followeth, viz.

R e s o l v e d ,

Thar,  for the fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, 

That  the charge arifing from the payment o f  the intereíl,  

or finking fund for the reduction of  the principal, o f  the 

debt incurred in either kingdom before the U n io n ,  (hall 

continue to be feparately defrayed by Great Britain an d „  

Ireland refpe&ively :— That,  for a number o f  years to be 

limited, the future expences o f  the United K ingdom , in 

peace or war, (hall be defrayed by Great Britain and Ire­

land jointly, according to fuch proportions as fhall be 

eftabliihed by the refpe<ftive parliaments previous to the 

U nion  ; and that, after the expiration of  the time to be fo 

l imited, the mode o f  jointly defraying fuch expences ihall 

be regulated according to fuch rules and principles as ihall 

be in like manner agreed upon previous to the U nion,  for 

the purpofe of  eftabliihing gradually an uniform fyftem o f  

taxation through every part o f  the United  Kingdom.

T h e  fubfequent Refolution o f  the Committee, being read 

a fecund time, was agreed to by the Houfe, and

O r d e r e d ,

T h a t  the faid RefolutiorfS be communicated to the Lord* 

at a conference, and their concurrence defired thereto.

O r d e r e d ,
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O r d e r e d ,

T hat a conference be defired with the Lords, refpe£t- 

ing the means of  improving and perpetuating the connec­

tion between Great Britain and Ireland, and o f  augmenting 

and confolidating the ftrength, power, and refources o f  the 

Britiíh Empireé

O r d e r e d ,

That the Earl Temple do go to the Lords^ and defir£ 

the faid confercncc.


