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which our enemies perfevere in their avowed defign of
effecting the Separation of Treland from this Kingdom,
connot fail to engage the particular attention of Parlia-
ment ; and His Majelty recommends it to this Houle to
confider of the molft effeGual means of counteracting and
finally defeating this defign ; and he trufts that a review of
all the circumftances which have recently occurred (joined
to.the fentiment..of mutval affection and comymon intereft)
will difpofe the Parliament of both Kingdoms to provide,
for fetling fach a complete and final adjuftment as may
beft tend to improve and perpetuate a Connection effential
for thieir common fecurity, and to augment and confoli-
date the Strength, Power, and Refources of the Britifh
Emgire.”

WS G. R.
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RIGHT HON. HENRY DUNDUS.

MR. SPEAKER,

5 NOTWITHSTANDING the arguments fo
firenuoufly advanced on ‘the <other fide of the
Houfe, 1 have no hefitation, Sir, -in declaring
that 1 rife with a confiderable degree of fatil-
fadtion to refute_the ebje&iohs urged againit the
Union with Ircland Having followed the laft
Hon. Gentlcman (Mr Grey) with the greatelt
attention, 1 flatter-myfelf, that, from my know-
ledge of the fub‘)e& I am fully able to convince
the Houfe) that the reafons urged againft the mea-
fure are tcfa]aly groundlcfs The laft Honourable' .
Speaker . has dwelt with much minutenefs on the
dlfcuiﬁom of the year 1782, and on the*com-
mmal and political fitvation in which Ireland
"wa& then placed, and has fince continued, in

mfcquencc of thofe difcuffions; but I beg
y 4 B leave
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,feave to obferve, that evcry dedu&lion ﬁ*o
thofe circumftances, ~and every gran’t madc
Ireland at that perlod havc nothmg to do
the queftion now before the Houle, The
fent propofition contains in it no fugge on’ '-
togatory to the acknowledged mdepenﬂ’elﬁ&" of
the Irith Parliament. It is a propoﬁgoﬁ £ar the
mncorporation of the two Legxﬂatux‘%s” nto one,
without infringing on the hiberty oﬁ‘nfependcncs

of either, A FS ﬁ,ﬂ

‘In uudxef"ng itfelf to the Judgmcnt and de-
cilion of the Irifh Parhan{ent, this country expli-
citly acknowledges its indepéndence ; and to put
«n end to all cavil on that part of the argument,
I am ready to admit, ‘what by the tranfa@ions of -

1782, the Irifh Parlfament 1s placed on the fame
footing ‘of mdependente in relation to Great
Britain, as Sgotland ‘Was with regard 1o England
before the Umbn of the two kingdoms ; and
cana.m) I Havelnever heard that- the propofal

nade in. 1707"for the Union of England and
Jcotland Bas,, at any period; been treated by the
1olt captious oppenents of the meafure, as an
“ttack on the mdependence of the Pdrhament of
uLOH hd

K Vuth regard to the mealure 1tfclf fo far
fmm operating injurioufly on lre]hnd I can
Vs s B D prove,'
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prOVc, béb"ofe I fit- down, by a- ref'erence to the
aﬂ*'alrs of Scot.and at and after the Union, thagt A'
g ﬁn;zlqr mealure would be attended with ﬁruf

lar beneﬁts to Ireland, by improving and ina
creaﬁng the political and commercial advantaqw
of the fatter country in the fame proporfion. as
thofe of the former have been improved. and
increafed ; and that the latter country would ex-
perience an equal mcreafe of commergial and po-

litical advantages.

“1 had entertained an opinion, that the
queﬂibn' would have been argued in a diffe-
rent ftage of the bufinefs, and that there would
not arife any doubt en{leawing the Chair.—
Had, the motion for “the. ‘Committee been al-
lowed to pafs, Sir, both” fides of .the Houfe
would have had betteh Opportunities of under-
ﬁandmg each other by mutual explanati ons,
That mode, howeVer meetmfr with oppofition,
I and my frwnds \are reduced to the neceflity |
of debating, Hheafure on the particular point
of your leaﬂng the Chair. The difcuffion of
the granﬁ qh’eﬁxon, in this ftage, is. fo far an
mconvemence to me, as It leaves me lefs lei-
fure tawange and methodife the various flate-
me ts'*ﬁhave colle@ted on the fubje&t. I am,
E %ér, ready to megt the opponents of the

\&@reafure in any way they pleafe, convinced
b | | B2 that
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arguments, as W1ll overturn evcry .0% c@
that can be -offered. Si nce the Union wa.s'm
- contemplatlon, 1 have endeavoured m makc
myfelf as converfant w1th the fub]e& as? po{‘i-

ble, by every refearch of hl[tory, and by a very

careful exammdnon of the documents on whlch {

were grounded the articles of thé ’Umon with
Scotland. - For this refearch I elam'& no part:cular
praife, it bei ng my duty, as wgll as that of every
“other Member of l’a.lxament, to acquire as accu-
rate a knowledge as pof‘ible of the fubje& under

R

difcuilion.

. In v‘indica_t_ion»of mylelf-and 'f_rienc;ls, I have
no hefitation n faving, that the affairs of Ireland
demand at, this period 'par{icﬁlafcircumfpe&ion.
I will aflume, as 2 propofition, which 1 believe
no man #ill, have the boldnefs to deny,. that
there doctwexilt at this time in Ireland a fpirit
of clamour and diffention, of treachery and trea-
fon, which menaces the overthrow of the prefent
Government. Confpiracies are fo widely ex-

stended, their influence is fo deeply infufed into
the minds of the people of Ireland, and the con-
neftion between the two countries is thereby
fo much endangered, that without the a&ive and
immediate interference of the Government, the
refult, in the oplmon of the molt lntelhgent

: 4 - men,
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_fhaill not be acculed of illiberal motives when
1 give it as my opinion, that a very great part of

k4 "%, the people have been corrupted by the new doc-

e )

men, might have been a total fé'paration of Ire-

this perilous fituation, it was the duty of His
'Majeﬁy's fervants to extricate ‘her from the in-
trigues of the common encmy, by preferving and
improving the conneétion which has {o long and

. {o hgppily fubfifted between that country and

" Great Britain,

¢«« Now the queftion is, Whether ‘or not the
political difeafes alluded to were 'not likely to be
removed by _it_xcorporating the two Parliaments

into one?

<« In the obfervations which naturally arife
from the fubje&, I beg leave to affure the Houle,
that 1 me’anl no_thi,n-g‘difrefpe&ful to the Parlia-
ment or P'eoP?e‘of Iréland, when I affirm, that
the evil mach.ipadons of the enemies of both
countries ha;edti).een too fuccelsful in moft in-
ftances, and that the check or controul of the
Enéliﬂm _vamnmen_t is abfolutely neceflary for
the fann of Ireland. ' In my animadverfions,
I am not/about to throw out any refleétions in-
jprig‘t_ls;-*to the Gentlemen who conftitute the Le-
giflature of the Silter Kingdom; and I hope I

trines,

Jand from this kingdom.  Viewing Trelih i
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0us to the exiftence of all regy
far Governments, confequently fo dangerous y
~that of the Empire. ‘Every goqd"ﬁian; ,;-,-

.

feen or heard of the influence of thofe Jef

L.

trines, fo dang

tive doGrines on the Continent, woi{f 'q?lh :

well on the prefent occafion to the 2 1 %?‘c:'ic'er-
tions of the Goverament of ‘Great Byi xﬁz en-
deavouring to preferve the libert;f:?tg; inde-
Pendence, and the happinefs of;ﬁ#: id. .~ The
piture which T draw of Irélaﬁd;@gi""@{ a gloomy
and lamentable afpett; buf Jﬂf"‘n’*@g\aﬁortion as it
.18 10, it becorhes the dutﬁ«gf q}:ﬁry well wither
to both countries to- devife fome remedy by
“which he ‘may deftroy the hopes of the enemy,
and give new life and “wigour to the Sifter
Kingdom, b

“ I any political maxim can be-held more
generally true th;afx"“"another, 1t is, that in order
o regulate well tre affairs of arﬁy nation, it is
necelflary that there thould fabfift a mutual con-
fidence between the governors ang the governed.
'But it is a.ntelancholy truth, thar there ‘does not
exift in jd"l't? great body of the people of Ireland;
that Copfidence in the Parliament of Treland .
whieh issefential ¢o jrs utility. I need not go far
torfearch for the realons of this effential defedt,

It grew out of the frame and conftitution of the
.. Parliament of Ireland,

‘ u' H.‘
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wgf ihe'ghole' _pon}e:j of 'th\é‘ country were

vefted -j'ﬁ:'b:ﬁe'-‘?bur'th of the people, and that .

fourth was feparated from the other three-fourtha

v rehglous diftin&ions, helghtened and enw-

nomed by ancient and hereditary animofities; it
was impoffible that there could exift a mutual con-
ﬁdence‘.between'them.' “This, however, was cer-
tainly the fituation of the Parliament and People
of Ireland. If there were fuch diflentions and
animofities in Ireland, the interferepce of a Bri-

tifh Parliament was admirably calculated to re-

ftore peace and confidence, by grammg to the
people of Ireland a free participation of all the
privileges - enjoyed by their fcllow fubjeéts of
Great Britain.

¢ It is impoflible t_oh'imégine a remedy more
appropriate to -the radicalycaufe of the difeafe

which poifons the ‘peace and ' happinefs of Ire-.

land, than the meafre of an incorporating Union
of the Legiflatures.of the two kingdoms. The
Proteftants would, of courle, lay afide their jea-
loufies and &aﬁruﬂ being cértain - that againit

..any attempg tﬁ endanger the Proteftant eftablifh-

ment 1N ind, the whole {trength of the
united pﬁfi:ﬁnent muit be exerted; and, on the
other ha’&d every Catholic who is a friend to

-en,

{hg?mﬂ’é&mn with Great Britain, but is de-
ofi %,}o obtam every. indulgence, and be ad.
”“% < mitted

-
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mitted into a partic’ pat}on of evety pnv’legé‘ {;9
and benefit' confiftent with that ¢onneétior ,
“would be confident that ‘their caufe would:
candidly and impartially confidered by an m%ﬁ
parliament, the great body of which woa{d be
relieved from thofe apprehenfions, jealo&ﬁes,‘

and inveterate animofities, interwoven mto the

frame and conftitution of the fepardt‘% piﬂiament
of Ireland.

¢« When Gentlemen talk {o much of the Par-
liament of Ireland, and mﬁft that a confent to
the prefent meafure would totally deftroy the li- |
berty and independence of the Irith Parliament,
I am certain they be\ifilder themfelves in a mifl-
uhdérﬁanding of thé terms which they ufe. How |
could it have that effe® ? Would not there be, by
the incorporated Parliaments, the three eftates of -
King, Lords, and Commons? And if there be 2
fufficiency fof the ariffocracy, and a fufficiency
of the de:ﬁocraéy of the different countries, how
would/ either the independence of the Parlia-
ment, on-the liberty of the people othrelaﬁd -
faffer? 1 have no hefitation, Sir, in maintaining,

thag-an incorporated Patliament, partly Englith,
partly Scoteh, and partly Irifh, is much better
calculated for the management of the affairs
of the Britith Empire, than feparate Parliaments
in England, Scotland, and Ireland. The powers

of
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of a Parhament, fo conftituted, would bc more
extenfive and effeual than when a&mg fcpa-
rately in different places. It ought alfo to be
recolletted, that with all the boalted lndepend.
ence of the Parliament of Ireland, it could not
give vigour or effeé to its ads, till approved by
the third eftate, whofe refidence was in England
The controlling power was propcrly vefted in
the Sovereign of this country, who was alfo the
Soveteign of Scotland and Ireland. Then the
Parliament of Ireland is not entirely independent.
And if it be true, that the Parliament of Ireland,
as now conftituted, be dependent on the third
eftate of this country, it is evident that the Par-
liament of Ireland is not that independent ftate
which this argument feems always to take for
granted.

“ The more this part of the argument is
probed, the more fallﬁcious the reafoning of its
authors will appear‘.- One of the molt valuable
privileges which the Britifh parliament enjoys,
is, the rlght it claims to watch over and control
the condué of the Executive Government, even
in the exercife of thofe powers which are jultly
confidered as the cleareft and.moﬁ'undoub}téd
prerogatives of the Crown. Ther'le is not one of
thofe prerogatives in the exercife of which the
fervants of the King are not refponfible, and to

C the
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the control of which, in that fhape, the power of

Parliament does not extend; and that power is
bounded only by its own wifdom and difcretion.

The Parliament of Ireland, in its feparate ftate,
is debarred from this important privilege, which
it would obtain by an incorporation with the Par-
liament of Great Britain. This obfervation is
the more ftriking, when it is confidered that this
power of the Britifh Parliament extends, in the
manner 1 have ftated, to “the ‘control of the
Third Eftate of the Irifh Parliament, even in its
legiflative capacity, and that exclufively of the
other branches of the Irifh Legiflature. It is
impoflible candidly and difpafiionately to examine
thofe confiderations, and not feel how extenfive-
ly the character and importance of the Irith Par-
liament would be exalted by the Union of the

two Legiflatures.

‘¢ In fupport of ‘thefe propofitions, if they are
difputed, I refer to the authority of Mr. Grat-
tan, the champion of Irifh independence, who
fays, *the Parliament of Ireland cannot att in-

dependently; for in all queftions of peace or

war, it muft implicitly foillow the Parliament -
of Great Britain.”” If the Parliament of Ire-
land were as independent as its advocates now
infift, why fhould it be obliged to adopt the

meafures of the Parliament of Great Britain,
| : on



26850 )

on all occafions of peace and war ? The Incorpo-
rated Parliament of Ireland would have all the
privileges of the Incorporated Parliament of
Scotland. - To corroborate thefe fadts, Sir, I, as
one of the forty-five Scotch Members, can, in
the face of the 513 Englith Members, freely
difcufs and watch the interefts of Scotland. The
Parliament, thus conftituted by the Union, had
not deprived Scotland of any of the privile{;es
enjoyed previoudly to its incorporation with
~ England. The Union had encreafed the privilege
of the Scottifh. Members: For, inftead of con-
fining their deliberations to the affairs of Scot-
land, they were empowered to take part in dif-
cuffions refpecting the affairs not only of Eng-
land, but of the whole Britith Empire; and fo far
as regarded the third eftate, had even an inter -

ference in the afFairs of Ireland.

¢ 1f the Parliament of Scotland, Sir, thus in-
corporated, has all the rights now defcribed, the
- Parliament of Ireland, incorporated .on fimilar
principles, would have the fame privileges. ‘lhe
deliberations of the Parliament of Ireland, thus
conftituted, would allo operate fuccefsfully in all
queftions refpefling the affairs not only of
. Ireland, Scotland, and England, but of the whole
_Britith dominions. It would enlarge its pbwers,
..‘_gnj‘l give greater vigour and eflet to its opera-
| € 2 tions:
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tions. But now the Parliament of Ireland has
o right to difcufs queftions in which Great Bri-
tain only is interefted. It is a misftatement of
terms to talk of deftroying the Parliament of
Ireland, for the Union would place the Irith
Members in the fame fituation as the Members
of the Parliament of Great Britain.—I condemn,
Sir, the operations of perfonal vanity, which, in
this inftance at leaft, run riot againft the princi-
ples of common fenfe, I wifh Gentlemen would
direc their pride and honour to a&ts of laudable
ambition—I wifh they would evince greater pa-
triotifm, by a due attention to the interefts of
both countries. If confiderations of perfonal
vanity and felf independence are to be allowed
to operate on this fubje&, let Gentlemen recol-
lect, that if their genius be ever fo acute, their
talents ever fo tranfcendent, their eloquence
ever fo {plendid, all thofe wonderful powers are
confined to one little ifland. . Il their genius is
limited to their own internal " Pegulations, and
reduced to their own [mall tcrrit(;ry. Indepen-
dence and liberty are fine founding words; but
can it be ferioufly maintained, that for the pre-
fervation of thefe, it is neceflary to have a fe.
parate and local Legiflature. The foil and fpot
where the Parliament fat do not conftitute its
value, but its adaptation to preferve the general
interefts of the community at large. This is the

only
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only true and valuable object of independence.
I addrefs myfelf therefore to the true pride of
Ireland, which ought not to be biaffed by falfe
principles of honour. A mind thus a&tuated is go-

verned by a childifh, not a manly ambition. Let,

however, the Irith Parliament accept of a partici-
pation of ‘all therights of the Parliament of Great
Britain, and they would find, that their elo-
quence would not be confined to England, or
to any other count;y, but their voices would ex-
tend to every corner of the world. . They would
be heard, not only in Europe, but in Afia,
Africa, and America. The Parliament of Ire-
land would then become Members of the Britifh
Parliament, which had enabled this proud coun-
try to exalt its head amidft the wreck of fur-
rounding nations ; ‘had ' given it energy and vi-
gour to refift the pernicious do&rines of the
French Republici and held us up as a monu-
ment ‘of admiration and envy to the remoteft
corners. of the world. They would then be - the
advocates not only of Ireland and Great Britain,

‘but advocates for the rightsand liberties of the

human race.

“ A Parliament thus ' conftituted would be
worthy of true ambition. It would be a more

réfpectable body than'what had been defcribed
“by a gentleman who, in talking of the limitations

of
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of the Parliament of Ireland, compared it to @
Great Veftry or Parith Meeting. - I wifh, Sir, to
give efficiency to the Parliament of Ireland—to
bring it from that narrow and confined fituation,
to act in a more enlarged fphere—to explare
new fources of true greatnels—to participate
and enjoy all the benefits and advantages of the
Parliament of Great Britain. Whether therefore
I confider the ftate of the Irifh Parliament in its
collective or indivﬁidual capacity, I am equally de-

cided it will gain extenﬁvcly by the fuccefs of
the prefent meafure.

“ An objetion has been taken that we ought
not to have proceeded on the bufinefs in this
country till the propofitions had been made to us
by the Parhament and People of Ireland. I con-
fefs 1 do not underftand the objection. In the
progrefs of this important bufinefs, it was in-
tended to follow, ftep by ftep, the man-
ner of recommending and adopting the Union
betweerr Scotland and England. When the
Queen of England fent 2 meflage to the Parlia-
ment of England on the fubjeét of the Union,
Her Majefty fent alfo a fimilar meffage to the
Parliament of Scotland. But we have many re-
cords, by which we may dire&t our proceedings.
The meafure of an Union with Scotland had been
fo often in contemplation, that the general plan

;eqﬁired



required little amendment. It had been Ppro-
pofed in the days of James I ‘in thofe of
Charles 1. in thofe of the Ufurper Cromwell,
afterwards by William, and laftly by Anne. It
never was offered in the one Parliament, with-
out at the fame time recommending it to the

other,

¢ In confidering the queftion of ‘an’ incorpo-
rating Union of the two Legiflatares of Great
Britain and Ireland, it is impoffible, in every
view of the fubje, not to turn one’s eyes to
~ the ftate of Scotland before and fince the Union,
“and 10 coﬁtempldte the advantages which have
refulted from it to that part of the United King-
dom. This part of the fubje& would lead 1nto
fuch a length of detail, it is impoffible to purfue
it fully, without wearing out the attention and
patience of the'Ho;:{e. I muft, therefore, con-
tent myfelf with referring to a few general heads,
which will {trike” more forcibly by putting them
in a comparatiye view of what they were at the

Union, -and what they are now :—

COMPARATIVE
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COMPARATIVE VIEW.

Smirrine in 1692 - 8,618 tons, valye - L25y834
Dito - in 199z . 162,274 tons, valae £-1,208,192
Leitw . in 1692 . 1,7C2 tons, \
Ditto - in 792 - 18,468 tons,
Scorcr Linen 1900 1,000,000 yards for fale
Ditto’ . 4 796 23,102,404
Customs ar the Union £ 34,300
Dito - in 17¢8 . 284,577

Excise at the Upion - 335500
Ditto - in *17¢8 - 851,775
PorvrLaTioNin 1755 - 1,265,000
Ditto - in 1795 = 1,534,000 §i
Lascow Population
Gfron? 1704 tcl)J 1710 } 42199
Ditto - in 1798 77,042

“ From this ftatement the happy effects of the
Union are evident, ['with particularly to im.
prefs upon the minds of thofe who oppofe the
meafure, the wonderful increafe of the Scots
Linen Trade. This I am the more eager to
notice, as the Linen i1s the prefent ftaple many.
fafture of Ireland; and a celebrated charaéter
in that country has thought himfelf warranted ¢
defcend fo far as to endeavour to create an
alarm on that fubje®. At the time of the
Union, that trade in Scotland amounted to
about one million yards; but by the fofter-
ing care of the United Parliaments, and from a
benign confolidation of the interefts of both
kingdoms, it had increafed to the quantity of

twenty.



Wum'ythree mllhom, mnufa&urea in the year
1:9Q |

¢« Thefe improvements and increafe of trade

were not confined to any partlcular part of Scot-

land. They were experienced in every corner of
it; and there is not now an inhabitant of any

- fpot in all Scotland who has not caufe to rejoic'e

at the event.

¢« Many melancholy .pi'&ures, in the fhape of

- prophecies, were prefented to the public view

on that memorable occafion. ~Ameng other falfe
prophecies, permit me to make a few remarks on
that celebrated {peech of Lord Beibhaven :

¢ I think I fee, exclaimed his Lordfhip a
<. national church voh'_intarily delcending upon an
¢ equal level with Jews, Papifts,” &c.—Now to
prove his Lord{hi‘p a falle prophet in this, I not

only think I fee, but ['a&tually do fee, that very -

National Churchy.founded upon a firm founda-
tion, at the diftance of ninety years from the
pafling of the?A& of Union ; 'and that very Na-
tional (‘hurcjl fo firmly fecured in all her privi-
leges, thﬂt itis very likcly fhe will tontinue ‘to
poflels ‘the, unimpaired, for ever! In truth,
her, fimplicity and her poverty, will remain to
g | e her
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Sad

b ";r-‘f'! -x " 'v'-‘f"‘f. T

her an ‘mPfegnable fecurity agam& the plunder
and rapine of all ruffian hands ac ( y

“ I think Ifeé continues h13 Lordﬂup, % ?
¢ Noble and Honourable Pecrage of Sc%giﬂ
¢ now: dweﬁed of their followers and ml%gﬁy
and put even on an equal’ footing with «their
own very vaffals.”  If the Union hag had-a ten-
dency to break afunder the bands of feudal val-
falage, which prevailed to too gfeat an excefs
in that country, wife and vxgtuans men  will
not be difpofed to confider” this as one of the
evil confequences. to be lametited in the forma-
tion of a Legiflative Uniop of the two kmgdoms.
As to the P veerage of Scotland, confidered as
body in the State, it M2y be true they fuﬂ"ered
fome tranfitory mortifications in confequence of
the Union ; but Tbelieve there is no candid or
good man in that. whole relpectable body who
would with te chzmge their prefent fituation- for

all the pomp.and poverty they enjoyed prewous
to the Union, | 3

{ Y-
? \

&

<

“ I think 1 fee,’ adds his Lordfhip, ¢ the Royal
¢ State’of, Boroughs walking their defolate ftreets,’
&c. W04, the contrary, L. fee that the Bo-
tdughs, inflead of being defolated, are moft of

tie ten times improv ula %
: Improved in pop tion, in in

A dufh:y,
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. not the Unmn taken place between England and -

: ngdom

£:3.)

duftry, and in wealth ! To prove this, it is onlf

neceflary to mention the names of I:dmburgh :

Glafgow, Abcrdeen, Perth, Montrofe, Dundee ;
and in' fhort every other town of any name
or confequence in that part of the United

1

¢ I think I fee our learned Judges,” continues
Lord Belhaven, ¢ laying afide their pratiques
¢ and dec1['ons, ftudying the common law of
¢ England,’ K. Now I fecfine fuch violation
or alteration of the municipal law of Scotland,
which is as purely adminiftered now as it.was
before: the Union took place.” Burt although the
Scotch Judges do not ﬁudy the common law of
England, by way of mtroducmg it into their
courts, I certainly: muft do my Lord Belhaven
the ;ufhce to acknowlec_l_ge, that at all times the
Northern part of { the'ifland has produced fome
of the brighteft Iumlnarles of -the law of Eng-
land, who neyer-would have emblazoned Welt-
minfter-hall vnth their tranfcendant talents, had

Scot]and .

b !

‘ fthxnk I fee,” adds his Lordfhip, © the va-

. hﬁm ‘and gallant foldiery of Scotland, all their. ’
u c!‘ Corps broke up, the common ﬁ,ldu;ro lete

D 2 to,
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“ to beg, and the youngeft Englifh cérps kqw g
¢ ftanding” Now 1 do fee, that the natives of -

Scotland, both in the army and the navy, and
the common foldier, and the man before the
maft, to the general in the ﬁeld, and the admiral
on the ocean, inftead of being worfe treated than
the Englith, are put upon the moft equitable

footing with the foldiers and the failors of this-

part of the united kingdem, according to their
rcfpe&we merits +* 1 do fee nothing but the moft
liberal rewards and provifions made for the Scot-
tith, as well as the Englifh hero; both of whom
have confolidated their ftrength, by a politic and

~ glorious Union, for the general benefit of every

part of the Britifh empire !

¢ 1 think:I'fee,’ continues this noble falfe pro-
phet, ¢ the honeft induftrious tradefman drinking
¢ water 14 place of ale; eating his faltlefs pot-
¢ tage, 2n. petitioning in vain for encouragement
¢ to his, manufadtories '—1The increafle of excife,
in Scotland, fince the time of the Union, is cer-
tainly no proof that this part of the prophecy

+ has been fulfilled ; or that water has become the

béverage of the people of Scotland. ~But I need
pot enlarge on this topic. The reverfe of the
prophecy s notorieufly the truth, in every re-
fiect.

‘T think
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| ¢ Ithink I fee the laborious ploughman,” adds
thxs vifionary, ¢ with his corn fpmlmcr upon his
¢ hands, for want of fale, curfing the day of his
¢ birth,” &c.—Now I do fee, on the contrary, the
mere ploughman enjoying treble wages, and
treble comforts; while his mafter, the farmer,
inftead of his corn fpmhng upon his hands,
for want of fale, reaps fuch profits from its
immediate fale, as enables him to live almofk
upon an equal footing, in point of every focial
enjoyment, with even the hereditary landed Zen-
tleman, the pofleflor of the {oil itlelf!

< 1 think I fee,” continues his Lordfhip, ¢ the

¢ pretty daughters' of our landed gentlemen, pe-
< titioning for want of hufbands, and their fons
< for want of employment.”~~Now I do fee, and
1 believe every one in this Houfe fees, that the
pretty daughters ‘of the Scotch nobility and
gentry, fo far from petitioning for hu[bands,
bear, at the prefent moment, a very high pre-
mium inthe hymeneal market of the Englith
ariftocracy! |

¢¢ I'need not enlarge on a topic which is proved
to every man’s obfervation, by the examples
‘da:ly pafling before them. In truth, notbing

-has tended more to accelerate the happy con-

ll‘..U vl
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metion which now'{ubﬁhs_ between the two pat
of the ifland, than the intercourfe of friendfhip,

habits, and affection, arifing from the umqﬁ'&}?‘ﬁ
the beauty, wealth, and talents, pmduced.’ﬁlég‘__t,h'é' .

intermarriage of the inhabitants of the '(.)ppiii;te
fides of the Tweed. And as to. their fons peti-

tioning for want of employment, let ‘me do juf~

tice to " this liberal nation by d‘ec]aﬁﬁg‘, that we
need only look into every profeffion in*life, from

the Scotch gardener, baker, an;l' hair-dreffer;
-®p to the Scotch merchant, the Scoich phyfician,

the Scotch general, the Scotch admiral, and the
Scotch lawyer ;' to prove, that, fince the Union,
merit has been equally rewatded throughout the
whole ifland, whether jts pofleflor was rocked in

his cradle on the fouth, or on the north fide of
the Tweed !

“ The noblesdlord concludes this prophetic

reverie, with an aﬂuﬁon to the death of Julius
Czfar, which he compares to the murder of
Mother Caledonia, by her own fons in the Scot-
tifh parliament. The comparifon is fo wild and
napt in alits parts, that it would be a wafte of
time'to purfue it. If the Seoteh parliament had
been fuch a tyrant as the comparifon would fup.

poleysthere was real patriotifm in her inftant an.

nihilation.  But in juftice to the memory of my

anceltors,

‘é
i
|
i
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-'anmﬂ:@rs, I "dxfc!a;m asy fuch charge, as im-

. putable to the ancient. Scottifh Leglﬂaturc. {

: Whoetet will take the trouble of peruﬁng the g &
als md regulations of the Scotch parhamem*j

will find a fund of much wifdom and good poliey,

to admire. But the Union of the two kingdoms

is ill underftood, and ill defended, by thofe who
conceive that it proceeded either from want of
wildom, or want of virtue in the Scotch par-
liament. It proceeded from a principle of rea-
dering the exertions of its members more exten-

~ fively ulfeful, by cenlarging its funé}lons, and
‘making them, as they now /are, fharers in the

deliberations of that Legiflature, which is the
only true exalted aflembly, for the rational and
praétical freedom, for the fe,curity and the fe-
lbcxty of man, on the wlmlg furf‘u:e of the Habi-
table globe

o C,onﬁdc;ring t,hefe hiftorical falts, the peo-
ple of Scotland factificed much more than what
1s now required f'f“emlrelahd; and I believe the
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grey) will admit, that the
people of /Jf.;" Ngﬂhcrn ne;ghbourhood had alfo,
caper:encﬁdﬂhy happy effe@ts of the Union. It
was ce;ﬂ:gley within his recolle€tion, as faithfully
recorddﬂ an’ hiftory, that the two Nations had
thoug it neceflary to fuffer a vait walle of terri-

- Q’
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tory, near the R;ver which feparated Engl’a;nd ﬁ'om S
Scotland, to ferve as a boundary; and that :11*1%w
this defert, anciently a land of neutrality, was iﬁ-} ¥
mediately cultivated and adorned, and, Mec‘-
its excellent agricultural qﬂahtres, had produ;ced
men of talents, capable of taking a diltinguifhed
part in the debates of the Britifly Parliament, and
capable alfo of defending the literties and privi-
leges of Northumberland!—By the. Union with
Scotland, and the cultivation ofﬁhis walte la;ld,
England got allo the co-aperation of a race of
gallant men, who aided her-in the moft pﬂrilous.
fituations, and were frequently the foremoft to
fight her battles !

¢ Againft all the prophecies of Lord Bel-
haven, and the other oppolers of the Union, I
will take the hiberty of brin.ging under the re-
collection of the Houle a paflage in a letter from
Queen Anne to ‘the Scottith Parliament, recom-
uwrending to them to take the arucles which had
been agreed upon at London under thc:r con-

{ideration. "It 'was in thefe words .

The Union has been long defired by both Nations, and ~‘
“ we fhall clteem it'as the greatelt glory of our reign 10 have
.10 now perfcted, being fully perfuaded that it muil piove the | 1
¢ greatelt happinefs of our People. An entire and perfet .’
¢ Union will be the folid foundation of lalting peace; it will

¢ {ecare
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« fecurc yeuf Rehg;on, I.tbcrty, and Property, remove the

‘¢ animofities among yohrfelves‘, and the jealoufies and differ-
¢ ences betwixt our two kingdoms; it muft increafe your
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¢ Ifland being joined in affection, and free from all apprehen-

¢ mies, fupport its interelt every where, and maihtain the li-

¢ berties of Europe.”

"¢ From this remarkable paflfage it was evident,

that Her Majefty was a true Prophetefs, for not
‘one fyllable of her predition has failed.

¢ It has been afked, what right have we to
impute all thofe advantages to the Union of the
two kingdomé, and why is it not to be fuppofed
-that Scotland, like other 'ndtions, would have
advanced in profperity from the various caufes
which have contributed tothe modern wealth of
other ftates?

« ‘There is a multitude of anfwers that might
be gnven to this quefhon founded on the local
fituation of Scotland,. her internal policy, and her
relation to other nations, which muft for ever
have debarred 'that kingdom, in a feparate ftate,
from partieipating in that profperity which has
marked the progrefs of other ftates in Europe.
But'ia place of confuming the time of the Houfe
by relfoniﬁg, to which it may juftly be imputed

# thavit is influenced by events that have fince oc-
& 4 , E curred,

| aracsihe
I

¢ flrength, riches, and trade, and by this Union, the whole

¢ fioms of different interefts, will be enabled to refilt all its gn’_e-': ‘




curred, I think I fhall give them more fatisfaltion T
by ufing the words of a contemporary ftatefman, - %‘;
who fhews himfeif a mafter of the fubjet, who:
was one of the Commiffioners for treating’ with
England for an Union, and who, upon the firft
article being brought under the confideration of .
the Scotch Parliament, gave his fentiments in the
following words :* |

¢ My Lord, this article is the foundation of the
whole treaty, and the approviné or rejelting of
it muft determine Union, or no Union, betwixt
¢ both kimgdoms.

* How far the approving this article conduces
to our happinefs appears evidently, by confi-
dering the three different ways propofed for re-
trieving the languithing condition of this na-
tion; which are; that we continue under the
fame Sovereign with England, with limitations
on his preroga'tive, as King of Scotland ; that
the two kingdoms be incorporated into one, or-
* that they be entirely feparated.

¢ "Uhat the Union of Crowns, with limitations
<

[4

on the fucceflor, is not fufficient to reQify the 1
bad ftate of this nation, appears from thefe po- 1
* fitions, founded on reafon and experience,

* Two
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¢ Two kingdoms, fubject to one Sovereign,
having different interefls, the nearer thefe are

one to another, the greater jealouly and emula-
tion will be betwixt them.

¢ Every Monarch, having two or more king-
doms, will be obliged to prefer the council and
intereft of the ftronger to that of the weaker,
and the greater difparity of power and riches
there is betwixt thele kingdoms, the greater
influence the more powerful nation will have on
the fovereign. Notwithftanding thefe pofitions,
I thall fuppofe the Parliament of Scotland is
velted with the power of making peace and
war, of rewarding and punifhing perfons of all

ranks, of levying troops, and of the negative
itfelf.

¢ I could fhew the inconveniencies that muft
attend fuch a f{tate of government, in difpofal of
places, and managing public affairs., I could
likewife thow the improbability of attaining fuch
conditions, or keeping them if attained. But
laying afide fuch confiderations, my humble
opinion 1s, that we cannot reap any benefit from
thefe conditions of government, without the
affitance of England, and the people thereof
will never be convinced, to promote the intereft

E2 of




 can commumcate both thefe,
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of Scotland, till both kmgdoms are 1ncorporatei!‘ .

into one; fo that, T conceive, fuch.a ﬂat.t ﬂ?
limitations to be no better for Scotland ?han lf'
it were entirely feparated from Englanﬁ
which ftate, there is little appearance of procur-
ing any remedy to our prefent clrcumﬁances;
which appears from thefe uncontroverted pofi-
tions.

¢ The people and goverfiment of Scotland,
mufl be richer or poorer;as they have plenty or

fcarcity of money, the common meafure of
trade. 4

¢ No money or things of value can be pur.
chafed in the courfe of commerce, but wheré
there is a force to'protelt it,

¢ This nation is behind all other nations of

Europe, for many years, with refpe& to the
effects of an extended trade.

¢ This nation being poor, and without force to
protect its commerce, cahnot reap great advan-
tages by it, till it partake of the trade and pro-
te€tion of fome powerful neighbour nation, that

" W .
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« To dluﬁrate this laft pofiticn, I fhall give a
fhort view of the flate of commerce we muft

needs be in, with refpect to our neighbour na.
tions, fuppofing an entire feparation from Eng-
land. '

)

¢ The ordinary means whereby we can flourith
in wealth, is that balance which arifes from
the exchange of our natural or artificial product
with other places: but we have no valuable
branch of export, which does not interfere with
the like commodity, in fome more powerful
neighbour ration, whole interelt it is to {up-
prefs or difcourage our commodity, for raifing
the value of its own ; fo that there is no demon-
ftrable fecurity for the vent and encouragement

of any branch of our export.

¢ Can it be expe&ed, that Holland will fuffer
us to improve our fithery, which is to them a
nurfery for {eamen, a livelihood to many fami-

lies, and an immenfe treafure to the public.

¢ If we traﬂic with England, our linen cloth,
catﬂe, and coals will be d1fcouraged at leaft
after .the fame manner that we difcourage -ex-
port" from thence.  If we traffic with Mulcovy,

¢ Sweden, Denmark, Poland, Germany, France,
| . ¢ Spain,
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Spain, ‘Pobrtugal and Italy, the ﬁ\]& of our vccr'n- ? Y/
modities will be of fmall value in thofe plaCes,, b
fecing the Dutch or Englifh, by their encré&ﬁ.

of trade, are capable to ferve them wu:bfnoﬂ
of the like goods, cheaper and better than we.

* Let us loox to any other part of ‘the world
for vent to our product, and we will find other
nations have prevented us.

¢ If we attempt the Eaft India traae, that is
already enhanced by the Dutch, Englifh, French,
Spanlards, or Portuguele, from whom we muft

expet oppofition; they  themfelves oppofing
one another daily, and we of no force to de-

bate the fame with the moft inconfiderable of -

them.

¢ The trade of Africa is for the moft part of
fmall value, and every province of America is

claimed as property by fome powerful European
nation. |

* 1t it be faid, that Scotland may make allxance
with “one of its neighbour nations for protec-
tien; ‘that alliance muft be with Holland,
England, or Trance: other countries being fo

remote, or poor, that their friendfhips can be of

little ule to us.
¢ With
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¢ With Holland we can have no advantagzous
alliance, becaufe its chief branch of trade is the
fame with ours ; with the Englifh we can expe&t

no profitable friendfhip, for they being our near

neighbours will be jealous of our encreafe in
power ; and from France few advantages can be
reaped till the old offenfive and defenfive league

be revived betwixt France and Scotland, which
- i

would give umbrage to the Englifh, and occa-
fion a war betwixt them and us. And allow-

ing the Scots, in fuch a junéture, with the af-

fiftance of France, to conquer England, Scot-
land, by that conqueft, could not hope to better
its i)rel'ent ftate; for it is more than probable,
the conqueror would make his refidence in Eng-
land, as formerly the northern people ufed to
do in their fouthern expeditions.

¢ From thefé confiderations, I conceive, that
this nation, by an entire feparation from Eng-
land, cannot extend its trade, fo as-to raife its
power in proportion to other trafficking nations
in Europe : but that hereby we may be in dan-
ger of returning to that Gothic Conftitution of
government, wherein our forefathers were,
whicﬁ was frequently attended with feuds, mur-

ders, depredations, and rebellions.

¢ My
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we amufe ourfehcs wuh words for my part, I "*"f

comprehend no durable Unmn bctw:xt cht-r.
article by one kingdom ; that is to {ax, Gnc

people, one civil government, and one in-
tereft, ' '

€It 1s tru; the words Fzderal* Union are
become very fafhionable, and - may be hand-
fomely fitted to delude unthinking people; but
if any Member of this Houfe will give himfelf
the trouble to examine what conditions or ar-
ticles are underftood by thefe words, and re-
duce them into any kind of federal compa&,
whereby diftin&t nations have been united, I
will prefume to fay, thefe will be found im-
pralticable, or of wery little ufe to us.

¢ But to put-that matter in a clear light, thefe
queries ought to be duly examined, whether a
faderal union be prallicable betwixt two™ na-
tions aceuftomed to a monsrchical government ?
Whether there can be any furé guaranty pro-
je€ted, for the obfervance of the articles of a
federal compatt flipulated betwixt two nations,
whereof the one is much ‘fuperior to the other
in riches, numbers of people, and an extended

A ¢ commerce ?
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¢ commeérce? Whether the advantages of federal
¢ union do balance its'difadvantages? Whether
¢ the Englith will accept a faderal union, fup-
¢ pofing it to be for the true intereft of both na-
¢ tion#? Whether any fzdefal compact between
¢ Scotland and England, is fufficient to fecure the
¢ peace of this ifland; to fortify it againit the in-
¢ trigues and invafions of its foreign enmemies?
¢ And whether England, in prudence, ought to
¢ communicate its trade and proteiion to this
¢ nation, till both kingdoms are incorporated

‘¢ into one?’

“ Thus fpoke Mr. Seton, of Pitmedden, at the
time when he had no refources, from which to
draw his coneclufions, but thefe of his own en-
lightened underftanding, and the view he could
pake of the exifting ftate of the other nations of
the world. But his realoning was folid, and I
would injure it by adding more to the particular
points he has {0 ably treated of. 1 fhkall, how-
ever, add one fa&, which, in my conception,
proves, beyond a doubt, that the rapid progrefs
of profperity of Scotland, arofe from the Union
of the two kingdoms. Where did the profpe-
rity of Scotland make its fitlt appearance, and
its moft early progrefs? It was in the weftern
parts.of the kingdom, owing clearly to the cir-

) cumitance
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cumitance of thofe ports being locally beft fitus™

ated to take the benefit of the colonial trade, t}wn
opened to the enterprize of Scetland. P |

“ A queftion has been tnumphantky‘ afked
by an Honourable Gentleman ? ¢ Why not give
¢ all thofe advantages to Ireland without 2
¢ Union? The beft way I can anfwer this, is,
by another queftion—If Great Britain fhould com-
municate thefe indulgences of opportunities to
Ireland, could fhe, under her prefent Conftitu-
tion or Government, take the édvantage of them?
I am convinced fhe could not, and that in her
prefent fitvation fuch conceflions would not be
productive of advantage. . Without an incorpo-
rated Union, they would be of no avail ; for the
ftrength and refourees of both countries .muft be
confolidated, in order to enable Ireland to reap
the full advantage from fuch conceffions.

““ It is from the confidence in the- {trength of
Covernment, that 2 comniunication of capnal and
other advantages can alone arife. And this con-
fidevation recals to my niind a proceeding, which
rook place before the Union with Scotland, which
pat the interelts of that kingdom and Ireland in a
. iortof ifflue.—It happened early in the: reign of
Charles 1. From the period.of the crowns of both

A kingdoms
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kmgdoms being umted in the perfon of James I,
Scotland enjoyed feveral important commercial
advantages derived from England, until the reign
_of Charles II. when they were done away by the
provifions of the Navigation A& : the Scots re-
monftrated againft what they called an injuftice,

and Commiflioners were appointed to take cog-
nizance of the matter. In the courfe of thefe

proceedings, the Scots, as already {tated, loudly
complained that they were treated with lefs indul-

gence than the Irifh.

“ This complaint was anfwered by the Englifh

Commiflioners as follows :—

¢ And whereas your lop’ps (lordfhips) doe in feverall places

¢ give hints at Ireland, and feemeto make it a ground why this
¢ and other privileges fhould be granted to Scotland, becaufe
< granted to Ireland, the anfwere is moft cleare and obvious,
¢ (viz.) that Ireland is Mot onely under one king with us as
¢ Scotland, but belongstoy and is an appendix of the crown of
¢ England, and laws made in the Parliament of England doe
¢ bind them ; and no law ¢€an be enafted by the Parliament of
¢ Ireland, but whae paffeth the Privy Councell of England, and
¢ orders of the Councell of England, and the Greate Seale of
¢ England, doetake place in Ireland ; yea, the treafurer and
¢ other great officers of flate in England, have jurifdiction and
¢ fuperintepdency in lreland ; - by all which it is abfolutely. in
¢ our powery’ when we grant privileges to them, to compell and
¢ keepe ‘them up to the reftri@ions of them ; all which is qmte
¢ otherwile in relation to Scotland.

Y
'

¢ Thele

-
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* Thele were affigned as reafons to the Scotch
Commiflioners, why Ireland, in its then exilting -

cpnnettion with England, was confidered al|.én,-
titled to a degree of indulgence fyperior go- that
allowed to their pation; matters are nbw{o;ally
reverfed, and in the prefent very much altered
flate of the relation between Grear’ Britain and
Ireland, a fimilar anfwer may be given to the
quefhoq ““ Why not give thefe advantages to Ire-
¢ land without a Union 2”?

¢ In addidon to this it might be obferved,
that the Englifh Government, confiftent with the
duty they owe to their Britith Fellow-fubjedts,
could not-make fuch' conceflions to Ireland un-
der 1its prefént Conftitution and feparate Legif-
lature; fo that the very circumftance of Treland
enjoying what is caHed an Indcpendent Legifla-
ture is the means of depriving her of a partici-
pation in thofe commercial benefits. Concel-
fions of fuch a nature, I contend, cannot  be
fafely granted until the fuperintendance of an
Impenal Parllament poiTe{Tes the control over
the refources of the Empire at large, and the
power of app]ymg them to Imperial Purpofes.
- Indeed, the anfwer of the Enghﬂl Commiflioners,
as | have jult recited, is one of the beft that can

be given to the repeated quefhon I have already
mentzoned
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. % With refpe@, Sir, to the fate of the Pfopo-
. fitions in 1785, fo much fpoken of, the Com-
mercial benefits then tendered to Ireland were
rejeited on the fame miftaken grounds that the
Houfe' of Commons fet their face againit the
prefent meafure—They thought that the fourth
Propofition encroached upon their Indepen-
dence, and in confequence refufed great com-
mercial advantages. This confideration, Ithink,
brings the queltion between the two countries
to a fair iflue. Is Ireland to be confidered in a
better fituation with her prefent feparate Legifl-
lature, and deprived of thefe manifold com-
mercial advantages ; or with her Legiflature in-
corporated with that of Great Britain, with the
full enjoyment of all thofe commercial benefits,
and the various other advantages in a view of
power, confequ'ence, and refpetability, as muft
refult to Ireland, when thoroughly united with
Great Britain ?~_This is the true queftion to be
confidered by the Trifh : for my part, I have not a
doubt upon the: point—the latter fituation would
be decided to the advantage of Ireland.

“ Great ftrefs, Sir, has alfo been laid, by an
Hon. Geéntleman on the Settlement in 1782, which
has'been called a Final Adjuftment. I fhall not
_cavﬂ about words, but I contend that much of

Ihe argument founded upon that proceeding, as
ufed




G a J i 2

ufed by the Hon. Gentleman, was thrmm away,

as inapplicable to the prefent queftion. Indee

I.might call it on his part as fighting with anﬂpa :

dow. The queftion at iffue, Sir, T muft W
vepeat it, is between the benefits and adsan.
tages, take them all in all, derivable to .Irel&nd
from her prefent feparate Legiflaturey or -thofe

\ - p

from an incorporated Union; and I hm[t again -

protelt againit the idea, that any! tbu@ in the
‘prefent proceedings is any way hoftile or dero-
gatory to the acknowledged Independence of Ire-
land. The wery mode of puit‘mg' the prefent

queftion to their Parliaments implies its Legifla-

tive Independence.

¢ Much, if not théchicf ftrefs of- the argu.
ments urged by thofe:who oppofe this meafure,
has been laid on the‘oppofition which has been
made to it in the Parliament of Ireland. But
when - circomftanees are attended to, I cannot
-refrain {rom flating, that this view of the fubject
33 given imvvery erroneous colours. Two eftates
of the Parliament of Ireland, the King and the

Lords] have pointedly exprefled their defire that

" the fubjelt thould be entertained and confidered ;
and the contrary opinion has been carried only
by a 'very narrow majority in the Houfe of
€ommons. Under fuch ciréumftances,’ it is idle

to talk of this as a folemn dt_*:ci_ﬁon of Par-

liament
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lament. But if it had been entitled to that ap-

pellation, it would not have altered my opinion

“as to the propriety of 'this Houfe conf; idering the

quefhon, and taking the molt effe@ual means of

-brimging 1t again and again under the confidera-

tion of the Irifh mation. = Sound reafon and
good [enfe will ultimately prevail; and I canwnee
help at{.rguring well to the ultimate fuccefs of the
meafure, as effential to the happinefs of Treland,

- when I contemplate the clamour and wiolence
by which the confideration of it “has*been re-

fited. Thefe are not the weapors by which
truth and folid reafonmg maintain their empire
over the hearts and underﬁandmgs of men.—
Cool confideration, and fober reafomng, are the
arms by which the caufe of truth is fupported,
and I have not a doubt that thefe weapons, pro-
perly ufed, will vltimately fucceed againft aR
the clamour and p'rcjudice that can be adduced
againft them. ' '

¢ I believe_ there is no candid and rational
man who is at prefent difpofed to difpute, that a
fyltem of eihcife is the lealt expenfive and moft
effeCtual, modc by which a great rev enue can be
colle&ed m any country. But it 15 in the me-
mory of fivi ing men, and within the reading of us
allwith what obloquy the firft authors of that

glagat ﬁyftem were loaded on its firft introdu&ion.
But
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prevailed.

¢ In this, as in almoft every other part o_f' this®

fubje&, I mult refer the recollection of the Haufe
to what paffed in Scotland on occafion of the
Union of that kingdom with England.

 When Gentlemen pretended to think lightly
of the facrifices of Scotland compared with thofe
of Ireland, let them recolle&®, that Ireland had
not for many centuries been free or independent
of England, but that Scotland never was com.
pletely fubdued or under the control of En'g-
land ;—that Scotland gave up, what Ireland can-
70t give up, an independent Parliament of King,;
Lords, and Commons ;—and that Scotland gave
up, what Ireland cannst give up, an independent
-and feparate crown ! ‘

“ The Scots undoubtedly furrendered thefe ho.
nours at the time with relutance, and evinced
the greateft hottility to the Union, until experi-
ence had made her acquainted with its bleffings.
I cannot, Sir, help noticing the vaft unpopularity
of the Duke of Queenfberry and other Commif-
fioners in favour of the Union, while the zeal
and activity of the Duke of Hamilton and Lord
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Belhiaven were the tl"'n:r.nc of every tongue. The
Duke of Queenfberry, the nobleman who took
the moft active part in carrying the meafure into
effe@, and was Her Majelty’s Commiflioner for the
purpofe, narrowly efcaped, in feveral inftances,
with his life. The Duke of Hamilton, the
Patriot of that day, the moft violent oppofer of
the meafure, was applauded to the fkies for his
condué by the populace—they regularly chaired
him from his apartments in Holyrood Houfe to
the Parliament Houfe, juft as the Dublin mob
lately did the Speaker of theé Irifh’ Houfe of
Commons, exclaiming, in their .mad career:
“ God blefs your Grace!” But thofe who had
been fo much reviled, and had fo nobly with-
ﬂoc;d the ftorms and tempefts of the times, had
the confolation to live and witnels the popula-
rity of that mealure for which they were con-
demned. The Union'{oon became fo popular,
that the Pretender, 'hziving pledged himfelf to a
repeal of the Act of Union, excited fuch a fer-
mentation: agaiffft_bim, that he ‘was obliged to

expunge this promife from his manifefto!

“ This change of fentiment happened in the
year t745, eight years after-.the Union; and it
ought «to afford a falutary leffon to thofe falfe
patfiots. who chufe’ to reft théir chara&ers and
famé'or the thort lived clamours of the day; and

G it




it ought to affurd a heartfelt confolation to , thofe &

who have the magnanimity to difdain fuch mcﬁ"“
and paltry arts, trufting that their real patrrMﬂm;ﬂ

founded on a confideration of the true m;teu{ffi
of their country, will not fail ult:mate]y to fe-
cure to them that {olid and permanent fame which
is alone worthy of poflefling.

¢ Another argument, Sir; 1 wﬁh tq fubmit to

your confideration in favour of He Union., If-

it be true, as infifted upon by Mr. O’Connor, in
his evidence, . that the people: of England, ac-
cording to their prefent form’ of Government,
have no caufe of complaint, when compared with
the ftate and fufferings of the people of Ireland,
then it confequently follows, that an Union be-
tween the two nations, founded on principles of

common freedom, and common intereft, will at

ofice remove every caufe of grievance on the

part of the people of Ireland. By the participation
of the freedonwy of Britons, by the full enjoyment,
of all sthe, privileges attached to a member of
fuch an henourable community, the Govern-
ment of this country endeavours to deftroy the
hopes of the enemy, and to f{lrengthen and con-
[olidate the interefts of the empire. If it be
true, as generally acknowledged, that the poor

of Treland  experjence all the miferies concomi-

tant to a ftate of want and wretchednefs, then

1t
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it follows;: that their participation of the pri-
vileges of Britons, will aroufe and animate to
laudable cxeruons that ufeful defcription ot

our fellow-fubje&s in the fifter kingdom. That
liberty which awakened the commercial enterprife

of Scotland—that liberty which expanded -its
genius in the moft honourable purfuits—that li-
berty which confirmed every fentiment whic¢h can

_ dignify human nature, will, Sir, I am f{ure, have

the fume -happy influence on the people of Ire-

Jland, conneéted with us by the deareft rec:procal

obligations,

¢ There are certain gentlemen, who had the

hardihood to maintain, that the advocates for an
Union were enemies to ‘the peace o, lreland;
but fure I am, Sir, «that ma arguments can be
more futile or abfurd. The,introdu@ion of that
freedom into the varigus clafles of Ireland, which
was the admiratiqn," and feemed the panegyric of

-all Europe, was novindication of the hoftility of

the Government of Great Britain. . It would be

_a partnerfhip, which would diffufe and extend

its political and: commercial advantages to the re-
motelt corners of the globe—it would foon dif-
fipate .all idle and illiberal jealoufies—it would
allay, the'apprehenfions of the real friends of beth
comﬁés'; and, by an equality of rights, infufe
inte the imperial fpirit that noble ecmulation of

: anind which is the fource of every e vcellence.

¢ There
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* There are no finifter arts, as fome malignantly =

infinuate, adopted for the attainmént of the
grand obje&t of our difcuffion. There are ‘no
meaflures of éompulfion, as the encmies of the
“meafure affirm, in the contemplation of thofe in
power. ~ I with, Sir, to convirce, not to intimi-
date the people of Ireland  The fyftem of ter-
ror, fo often enforced by the common enemy,
thank God, is no part of the pdlicy of the Bri-
tilh Government. Adopting expedi‘cnts of le-
nity and perfuafion, we addrefs ourfelves to the
liberality and wifdom of the Irifh nation. = They
know the finggity of our frien.dfhip; they know
alfo the bitter malignity of that foreign power,
which, like the rattlefnake, firft endeavours to
charm and then deﬁroy. But, Sir, I thought
_that the eyes.of every Britifh fubjet were at
1.t opcned to the treachery of the common
encmy of man.kind ; and forry am I to find, that
thic very enemy now fo generally execrated, com-
plunents the people of Ireland, by alledging, that
there is a_{pirit of credulity in the lrith fyftem,
which will admit of the groffeft deception from
thofe who have fworn to overthrow any govern-
ment founded in juflice and humanity.

“ With regard to the final adjuftment of the
year 178., it was a milapplication of terms to

call 1t final. It was alfo to little purpofe to re-

cur
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cur to the opinion of Mr. Grattan, or the fenti-

ments he exprefled on the fubject of that ar-

rangement, and the debates that preceded it.
Mr. Grattan, on that occafion, was known to
have been only the mouth-piece of the Velun-:
teers. The whole of the bufinefs was evidently
done in a hurry, and could only be confidered as
a temporary expedient to ferve the purpofes and
exigencies of the moment, not as a matter to
which ftability or permamency was likely to be
attached. However that might be, the Parlia-
ment of Ireland had afterwards fucceeded in ob-
taining every thing it defired ; and he was fo far
from denying a particle of its independence,
that he admitted it in its fullelt extent, and even
founded upon it no fmall part of his prefent ar-
guments. Sir, had the adjuftment in 1782, not
taken placé, the fituation in. which Ireland
would then ftandy might have afforded an argu-
ment againft the prefent meafure, becaufe then
the Sifter Parliament could not, in {trictnefs, be
faid to treat fairly ; but its independence, at the
prefent time, gave it the fame competency to
treat that was pofiefled by the Parliament of Great

Britain.

«Jf, however, upon reflection, the Irifh Le-

.giflature fhould not be convinced of the utihty
. and neceflity of the projeted Union, there was

an
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an end,of the plan, and it muft retain that de-f <

gree of mdependence which it preferred to ‘h
numerous and important advantages which plcrd
held out to it. The divifion in Ireland, I admn.,
was hitherto fo apparently hoftile to the' pmpofal

that it was nearly decided that it fhould not be even |,

entertained or difcufled. But Gentlemen feemed
to imnfinvate an apprehenfion, that it /was to be
intimidated and bullied into it. “The Adminil-
tration of this Country, in the moft fall and un-
qualified manner, difclaimed. the idea of any
fuch intentions. Whatever rmght be the general
opinion, or the prejudice againft it, now in the .
heat and violence of the moment, arifing from
national pride, and a variety of other motives,
I make no doubt but, were the meafure adopted,
in lefs than eight years that country, like Scot-
land, would be fully reconciled and convinced of
its util:

“ Aniong other arguments againft the legiflative
Union, was an appeal to the national pride of
of Irelands” By thofe {trenuous opponents of the
meafure; it was aliedged, that the Parliament and
Peopleof Ireland would be degraded. Here,
agan, 1 mult refer, Sir, to thofe ftubborn fadls
- tecorded in the page of hiftory. By a happy
combination of wifdom and humanity, the Hep-
tarchy was overturned, and an empire eftablified

on
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on ptmciples pf found policy. - The Prince who
accomplithed this grand obje& cermainly merits
the higheft encomium for the cperations of ]u[hce
and humanity. But I wifh, Sir, to put it to the
confcience and feelings of thole converfant with
hiftory, if they think that the various interefts
were injured. or degraded by the appellation or
privileges of Englithmen? The people of the
Seven United Scates or Nations were peither de-
bafed nor enflaved by the confolidation of their
interefts under one imperial management or di-
re@tion. The Welchman, a brave and gengrous
chara&er, neither feels himfelf enflaved’ nor de-
graded by a confolidation of intereft and freedom;
and fure [ am, Sir, that the Scotchman is attuat-
ed by too noble and ge-nerous principles to enter-
tain for a moment {uch an opinion. From thefe
fads, 1 hope, therefore; I may affume, as a natu-
ral conclufion, that as former parts of the empire
found neither injury nor inconvenience in an Uni-
on, that Ireland;.asfoon as prejudice and paffion
have fubfided, will be equally harmonious to the
happinels _'of the commupity. Such a itate of
Uuion v(puld.appear invincible to the common
cnemy_,.}f'ho-, in the career of his conquefts, not
only, rebs individuals of their property, but per-
verts and deftroys the falutary inftitutions of the
pation with which he pretends to fraternife. A
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national mind, united according to the principles

~now recommended, and a public force thus t:'()r.;i"
centrated, would be capable of repelling the atta-cks ;
of the moft formidable enemy, however ﬂrmgly

impelled by the new dolirines, and however ani-

mated by the fertilé genius of innovation.

“ I have already had occafion to advert, in
one point of view to the argumem that we
fhould proceed mo farther in the bufinefs after

the Houfe of Commons of I‘rel“and "had  ex- s

prefled its repugnance to it in fo unequivocal a
mianner. I have only farther ‘to fay, that no
decifion of that Houfe fhall deter me, and the
Government of Great Britain, from telling and
explaining to the people and Parliament of Ire-
land, in as much detail as poflible, what the pro.
pofals were which we® were defirous to fubmit
to their cool and difpaflionaté confideration.—
The Irith Houfe of Commons has expreffed what
they think of an Union : and it is our bufinefs
to tell what we think of it alfo; for this reafon it
13, that I ftrenuouily coatend for going into the
Committee, that the whole people of both king-
doms may know what is the real bafis on which
we with to treat. In this way only can we hope
to baffle the various milreprefentations which
are induftrioufly propagated on this thomen-
tous bufinefls. ‘I am the more defirous of it, be-.

caufe

R R R RN SRR SISy wam————,




byl L oo e e 0l D i ¢ a4

| {8 1

caufe I contend, the Hon. Gentleman, who lay
fo much ftrefs on the decifion of the Commens -
of Ireland, carry the conclufion from thats eir-
cumftance much farther than they are warranted.
Even the Irifh Houfe of Commons have not faid
that they will never agitate the bufinefs again.
It would indeed have been ftrange if they had
done fo. After the decifion in the Houfe of
~ Commons, an attempt was made ‘to carry 4 refo-
lution for fetfing the quéftion. afide altogether;
by an Hon. Member (Mr. G. Ponfonby) whofe -
motion the Houfe thought preper to reje&t. [I¢
awas here remarked acrofs the table, that the motion
twas not rejelled, but withdrawn.] This difference
in the term, Sir, makes But very little alteration
in the ftate of the fa&; for it is very well
known, that gentlemen, warmly embarked in
ftrong party queftions, are not very likely to
withdraw them,- unlefs the difpoﬁtic;n of the
Houfe indicates that, 1if prefled, they will be
rejeted—fuch, no doubt, is the cafe in the
inftance alluded to. The Honourable Gentle-
man fuceceded in his oppofition to -the Addrefs,
but he failed in the Motion with which he at-
tgm‘pte'd to follow it.

"% All that is at prefent propofed, I again ftate,
_is"to give the people and Parliament of Ireland

time and opportunity to know and confider what
H the
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the Englith Parliament is willing to fhare with
them, without attempting the f{malleft interfe- =
rence with their independence. '

“ Many obje&ions, Sir, have been made to
the time of bringing forward thefe propofitions,
as if it were the worlt and moft uﬁfeafdnable that

~ could pofiibly be felefted. It is however,
agreed on all hands, that the fituation of Ireland
1s truly alarming ; that it is threatened with the
greateft dangers; and that to avert them re.
quires the fulleft attention, ‘and the utmoft ex.
ertions of Government. The only difference of
opinion, therefore), is, with refpeét to the
means by which the ‘evils can be remedied.
The Adminiftration of this Country propofes an
Union, asthe only fure and effe@yal means of
affording it tranquillity at home and fecurity
from external attacks——On the other fide of
the Houfe, thoughan Union was objefled to, no
other remedy has been offercd. For my part,
I conceive that there is a peculiar propriety in
bringing forward the propofal at this very cri-
tical - time, when the reports of both Houfes of
Parliament in Ireland aforded rrefragable de-
monftration, that there ftill cxifts amongft them
a'deep and formidable confpiracy to feparate
that kingdom from Great Britain, and totally
deftroy all friegdly conne@ion between then.
What
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What then are the beft mcansto mect and de-
feat the ends of this confpiracy, and difappoint
the hopes of thofe by whom it is fupported and
fomented ? I know of no mode fo effetually
doing fo, but to cement and confolidate, into
one powerful and irrefiftible body, the ftrength
of the whole Empire, by an Union of the two
Legiflatures. |

** The fimilarity of the circumftances induces
me again to recur to the oppofition; fo frequently
and ftrenuoufly given, to the propefal of an Union
with Scotland. In warious periods of our Hif-
tory attempts had been made to effeGuate this
favourite objed, and as frequently fruftrated.
I fhall fhortly glance ower the hiftory of thefe
attempts, beginning ‘with that of Henry VIII.
who offered his daughter Mary to James V. of
Scotland, holding wout fuch inducements as the
Scottith King was inclined to liften to; but the
plan was defeated by the intrigues of the French
and the Popifh fa&ion. Edward VI. of England,
i purfuance of his father’s defign, offered him-
felf to Ma{ry Queen of Scotland ; and though it
was agreed to by the Parliament of that coun-
try, the “interference of the fame fattion rendered
this t,i'eaty as fruitlels as the former. The plan
was again renewed in the reign of James I. and
though \A_rticlcs of Union were agreed to by

H2 Conmifiioners
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Commiffioners of both countries affembled "-
Weftminfter, and ratified conditionally by the:
Scotch Parliament, yet the jealoufy of the ngh.-
Churchmen at that time caufed them to 'bp re-
jefted in England. The plan was again brought
forward in the reign of Charles I. but.endeéd in
fome unavailing conferences amongft the Com-
miffioners appointed to manage it.  In. the reign
of William and, Mary, the propofition for an
Union ‘came from the Scotch Convention, and,
on a recommendation from ‘the Crown, the
Englith Houfe of Peers paffed a Bill for appoint-
ing Commiffioners for treating of an Union of

‘the two Kingdoms, which Bill was thrown out

by the Commons. Thus the matter refted till
the reign of Queen Aanc, at whofe acceffion
the proje&t alfo failed, through the High Church
influence. But fome reverfes in the progrefs of
the war, and fome events which took place in
Scotland, made England take the alarm, and be
as anxious for the accomplithment of the Union,
as 1t was before forward in reje@ing it. And
here T wifh it to be recolleéted, than when pro-
pofitions to this effc@ failed in Scotland, it al-
ways happened through French influence and
¥reneh intrigue. 1 remember a curiois ﬁmile,
which was urged as an argument againft the
Union in the Reign of James L to fhew that
veotland muft bc the fufferer, “If a rich field,”

b ‘ fald
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faid one of the Commiflioners, * lie next to 3
poor field, the latter muft be the lofer, as ali the
cattle would not fail to go into the richer pal-
ture.’—After the Union was effefted, many, no
doubt, did from time to time come into . the
richer field, without, however, anjr injury being
fultained by the fields from which they departed.
It appeared then, that what firt induced the
people of England to become zealous for, and
to urge an Union with Scotland, was to prevent
the bad effe@s of party and French intrigue 1a
that country.

« What was then the fituation of Scotland,
now became, by various accidents, that of Ire-
land. France labours by every means to form a
conne&ion in that country, and has in a great
meafure fucceeded, as recent and unfortunate
events teftify : an Union is propofed by Great
Britain, as the fureft way to put an end to this
dangerous confpiracy, by a confolidation of the
whole powers of the Empire.

¢« Thofe who molt admire the tranfadtions
which ‘took place in 1782, muft admif, that no
arrangement bas yet taken place adequate fo

the cure of thole difeales which threaten the de-

firudion of Ireland; and thofe who were particu-
larly concerngd in the [etilement of that degree
: of
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of Irifh independence alluded to, had uniformly-
avowed, that fomething further was neceflary,
for the reciprocity of interefts between the two
countries fo ardently withed for by the friends of
both. If this deficiency of focial compact be.
tween Great Britain and Ireland be acknow-
ledged, as a recurrence to the proceedings of the
times wil' verify, then it follows, that it was in the
contemplation of thofe in Power at that time, tq
advance, as foon as convenient, to the completion
of this grand principle. It is needlefs to ftate rea-
fons, or conjetures, for the delay of this final
adjuftment of amity: a variety of circumftances
contributed to it; but I have no hefitation, Sir,
in faying, that if fuch a plan as that intended had
been difcufled and confirmed by the Parliaments
of both countries, it is more than probable, that
we would not now have to lament ‘the alls of
outrage and rebellion which have fo recently
convulfed and defpoiled- our fifter kingdom. It
was this lamentable defe® in the compaét that
excited the turbulent and ebnoxious of Ireland—
it was this lamentable defe that gave rile to
the moft dangerous paflions and animofities—it
in fa& prefented Ireland with more refentments
to fatiate, and lefs\authority to controul. While,
then, we deplore the late abominable excefles,
it is our duty to prevent the return of the fan-

guinary [cenes, by an Union of national intergﬂ,
likely
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likely to renounce and command the affeQions of
the people.

¢ I again, Sir, affirm, that in any thing which
has fallen from me for the purpofe of clucidating
- my arguments, I mean to caft no imputation on
the Parliament of Ireland. I maintain, that
with refpe& to the Catholics, they are’ under
the influence of prejudice; I know, at the fame
time, that it is a' prejudice infeparable from the
nature of their fituation. Attempts were made
to thew, that the exclufions under which the Ca-
tholics of this country laboured, did not augur
well for the Catholics of Ireland, when they
fhould come under our Legiflation. Here again
I'am at iffue with gentlemen who advance this
hypothefis ; and [I.do moft fincerely maintain,
that an Union is likely to prove advantageous to
the Catholics of both countries, as under the
fame Legiflature there is every probability, that
after fome time the fame meafure of indulgence will
be equally diftributed to both, The Irith will
ftand a chance of being foon put upon the fame
footing with the Englith ; and fhould it ever be
found prudent wholly to improve the condition of
the great majority of the Irifh nation, the Englith
Catholics might expect to be no longer under any
reftraints. But afterall, I am of opinion, there is
no comparifon between the ftate of the Catholics

in
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in the two kingdoms; for if in England con-
fiderations of policy have hitherto impofed fome -
reftriGtions on the Catholies, I am fully per-
fuaded that they do not think their -intérefts
neglelted, or that any fentiments of animofity,
jealoufy, or difcord, are entertained  againft
them. They may, and naturally do regret the
exclufions to which they are fubjeéted; but they
never, for a moment, entertain a thought that
there exifts againft them a hoftile fpirit, either
in the legiflative or executive government of
this country. Nobody will venture to affert,

that fuch is the feeling of the Catholics of Ire-
land.

“ If any Irilhman fhould unfortunately prefer
French fraternity to Britith liberty, I would moft
earneftly imprefs upon his mind the horrors and
devaftations of the Continent. Should he enter-
- tain a doubt of French rapine and murder, let
him caft his eyes on Brabant, Holland, Switzer-
land, Italy, and Egypt.—In thefe miferable coun-
tries, he would find the unparalleled effeéts of the

fertile genius of innovation and reform—he
 would'there find innumerable examples of a vio--
lation of faith—he might there trace the agents
of villainy ftarting from one extreme of i Iniquity
to anorher, fcoffing and fcorning juftice and hu-
manity, and, in the very face of heaven, defying

divine
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divine vengeance. Thefe are the bitter effeits

of French fraternity, and by which its miferable
viQims have been funk in agonies of confufion

. and defpair.

¢ I beg pardon, Sir, for having troubled the
Houfe at fo great length (two hours and twenty
minutes) ; but ths obfervations advanced on the
other fide, and the circumftances of the cafe, re-
quire that I fhould take a compreheﬁﬁve view of
the whole fubjeét ; and from every confideration

I am induced, Sir, to vote for.your leaving the
Chair.”

I | o CORE
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COPY of the: RESOLUTIONS, as amended
and paffed by the HOUSE 0¥ COMMONS,

Feb. 14, 1499.

Mr. Douglas (according to order) reported from the
Committee of the whole Houfe,’ to whom it was referred to
confider further of his Majefty’s moft gracious Meflage of
the '22d day of January laft, the Refolutions which the
Committee had dire@ed him to report to the Houfe ; which
he read in his place.

RESOLVED,
That the faid Report be now brought up.

Mr. Douglas accordingly delivered the Refolutions in at

the table, where the fame were read, and are as followeth,
iz,

ResoLvED, \ :
That it is the opinion of this Committee, That in order
to promote and fecure the effential interefts of Great Bri-
tain and Ireland, and to confolidate the ftrength, power,
and refources of the Britith empire, it will -be advifable to

concur in {uch meafures as may beft tend to unite the two

kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland into one kingdom,

in fuch marner, and on fuch terms and conditions, as may

be eftablifhed by afls of the refpeQive parliaments of Lis
Majefiy’s faid kingdoms. -

RESOLVED,



- fame manner as the Imperial crown of ‘the fuid kingdoms -
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REsoLVED,

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That it would
be fit to propofe, as the firft article, to ferve as a bafis of the
faid Union, that the faid kingdoms of Great Britain and
Ireland fhall, upon a day to be agreed upon, be united into
one kingdom, by the name of ¢« The United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland,” -

REsoLvEeD,
That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, for the

fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofle, that the fucccﬂion'

to the monarchy and the Imperial crown of the faid
United Kingdom fhall continue limited and fettled in the

of Great Britain and Ireland now ftands limited and fettled,
according to the exifting laws, and to the terms of the
Union between England and Scotland.

ResoLvED,
That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, for the

fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, that the faid
United Kingdom be reprefented in one and the fame Par- -

liament, to be ftiled, ¢ The Parliament of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 3 and that fuch a
number of Lords fpiritual and temporal, and fuch a num-
ber of members in the Houfe of Commons, as fhall be
hereafier agreed upon by 2&s of the-refpective Parliaments
as aforefaidy fhall fit and vote in the faid Parliament on the
part of Irelandy and fhall be fummoned, chofen, and re-
turned, in fuch manner as fhal] be fixed by an a& of Par-
liament-of Ireland previous to the faid Union ; and that
everyumember, hereafter to fit and vote in the faid Parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom, thall, until the faid Parlia-

Iz ment
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ment fhall otherwife provide, take and fubferibe the ‘{‘amé“
oaths, and make the fame declarations, as ;&y law té
quired to be taken, fubfcribed, and made, by the Members
of the Parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland,

RESOLVED,
- That it is the opinion of this Commxt.ee, That, for the
fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, that the churches
of England and Ireland, and the &oﬂrigc? -worllip, dif-
cipline, and government thereof thall be preferved as now
by law eftablifhed. '

RESOLVED,

That it is the opinion of this Commit_vt-et;, That, for the
fame purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that his Majefty’s
fubjeds in Ireland fhail, at all times Fereafter, be entitled
to the fame prrvilegrs,‘au'd,bc on the fame footing, in re-
fpect of trade and navigation, in all ports and places be-
longing to Great DBritain, and in all cafes with refpect to
which treaties fhall be made by his Majefty, his heirs or

{ycceflors, with any foreign power, as' his Majefiy’s fub-

jeéts in Great Britain.—That no- duty thall be impofed

on the import or export between Great Britain and Ire-

Jand of any articles now duty-frec ; and that on oth;r arti--

cles there fhall be eftablithed, for a time to be limited,
fuch a moderate rate of equal duties as fhall, previous to
the Union, be agreed upon, and approved by, the refpec-
tive Parliaments; fubje@, after the expiration of fuch
Jimited time, to be diminifhed equally with refpec to both
kingdoms, but in no cafe to be increafed :(—That all ar-
ticles, which may at any time hereafter be imported into
Great Britain from foreign parts, fhall be importable
through cither kingdom into the other, fubject ta. the bke

duties

T TS e,
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duties and regulations as if the fame were imported direQly
eign parts :—That where any articles, the growth,

from
produce, of manufaéture, of either kingdom, are {ubjedt
to any internal duty i one kingdom, fuch countervailing
duties (over and above any duties on import to be fixed as
aforefaid) fhall be impofed as fhall be neceflary to prevent
any inequality in that refpect:—And that all other mat-
ters of trade and commerce, other than the foregoing, and
than fuch others as may, before the Union, be {pecially
agreed upon for the due encouragement of the agriculture
and manufaltares of the refpective kingdoms, fhall remain

to be regulated from timg to time by. the United Parliament.

RESOLVED,

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, for the
fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, that the Charge
arifing from the Payment of the Intereft, or Sinking
Fund for the reduction of the Principal, of the Debt in-
curred in fg:ithet, kingdam before the Union, (hall continue
to be feparately defrayed by Great Britain and Ireland ref-
pedtively :—That, for a number of years to be limited,
the future ordinary expences of the United Kingdom, in
peace Or war, fhall be defrayed by Great Britain and Iree
land jointly, according to fuch proportions as fhall be
eftablifhed by the refpective parliaments previous to the
Union+ and that, after the expiration of the time to be fo
limited, the proportion fhall not be liable to be varied, ex-
cept according to fuch rules and principles as fhall be in

like manner agreed upon previous to the Union.

RESOLVED,

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, for the

fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe, That all Jaws in
force,
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force, at the time of the Union, and all the Courts of Civil
or Ecclefiaftical Jurifdi®ion, within the refpe@ive kings
doms, fhall remain, as now by law eftablithed, within the
fame, fubject only to fuch alterations or regulations, from

time to time, ag circumftances may appear, to the Parlia-
ment of the Uniteq Kingdom, to require. . &5

The Firft Refolution of the Committce, bcing read a fe-
cond time, was agreed to by the Hoafe, . !

The Second Refolution of the Committee, being read 2
fecond time -

A motion was made, and the queftion beingAprut, That
the further confideration of the faid Report be adjourned
to this day three months ;

It pafled in the negative,
Then the faid Refolution was ggreed to by the Houfg.

The Third and Fourih Refolutions of the Co‘mmittcc! i
being read a fecond time, were agreed to by the Houfe,

The Fifth Refolution of the Ccmmittee,_ being read »

{econd time, was, with fevera] amendments thcreuntoa -

agreed to by the Houle, and is ag followeth, vz,

RESOLYEI_J’,.

That, for the fame purpofe, it would be fi¢ fo propofe,
That thewChurches of that part of Great Britain calied
England, and'of that part of Great Britain called Scotland,
and of Treland, and the do&rin_e, worfhip, difcipline, and

government
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government thereof, fhall be preferved as now by law
eftablifhed. \ y

The Sixth Refolution of the Committee, being read a

{eeond time, was agreed to by the Houfe.

The Seventh Refolution of the Committee, being read a
fecond time, was, with feveral amendments thereunto,

agreed to by the Houfe, and is as followeth, viz.

RESOLVED,

That, for the fame purpofe, it would be fit to propofe,
That the charge arifing from the payment of the interelt,
or finking fund for the reduction of the principal, of the
debt incurred in either kingdom before the Union, fhall
continue to be feparately defrayed by Great Britain and _
Ireland refpectively :—That, for anumber of years to” be
limited, the future expences of the United Kingdom, in
peace or war, fhall be defrayed by Great Britain and Ire-
land jointly, according to fuch proportions as fhall be
eftablifhed by the refpective parliameﬁts previous to the
Union ; and that, after the expiration of the time to be fo
limited, the mode of join-tly defraying {uch expences fhall
be regulated according to fuch rules and principles as fhall
be in like manner agreed upon previous to the Union, for
the purpofe of eftablifhing gradually an uniform fyftem of
taxation through every part of the United Kingdom.

The'fﬁbféquent Refolution of the Committee, being read

~

*' a fecond fime, was agreed to by the Houfe, and

| ORDERED,
~ That the faid Refolutiorfs be communicated to the Lords
at a conference, and their concurrence defired thereto.
ORDERED,
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That a conference be defired with thc Lords; m&k B

ing the means of improving and perpetuating the co | |

tion between Great Britain and Ireland, and of augme

and confolidating the ftrength; powcr, and refonrcq of ’se 7
Brm{h Emplre.

. i ﬁ,.‘
§ 4
ORrRDERED, ‘
That the Earl Temple do go to tht : i
thc faid confcrcnce. . B
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