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Mr. DOUGLAS in the Chair;

Tue Motion was— That, in order to promote

-« and fecure the effential interefts of Great Britain
« and Ireland, and to confolidate the ftrength,
¢ power, and refources of the Britith Empire,
¢ it will be advifable to concur in fuch meafures
“ as may beft tend to unite the two Kingdoms
¢ of Great Britain and Ireland into one Kingdom,
¢ in fuch manner, and on fuch terms and con-
“ ditions, as may. be eftablihed by A&s of
« the refpective Parliaments of his Majefty’s faid
¢« Kingdoms,”

e e R W A s,

Tbe.SPEAKER [aid,

THE occalions were few on which he was difpofed
to take any other part in the debates and proceedings
of the Houfc, than that which was called for by his
official “duty; on the prefent important queftion,
however, . he thought it incumbent upon him to
exprefs his opinion by his vote ; and, exhaufted as the
fubject'had been, he hoped for the indulgence of
_ the Committee, whilt he ftated the grourds upon

which that vote would be given, _
S His
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His view of . the fubject was, indeed, very differ-
ent from that of his Honourable Friend (Mr. Bankes)
who had declared it to be his opinion, that the
fituaticn of Ireland was fuch, as to render it not'only
inexpedient, but unfafe, to coalefce with her. Nov}
it was upon the fituation of that country, at the
prefent moment, that he founded his conv:&mn, not
merely of the expediency, for of that he had long
been fatisfied, but of the urgent and preffing neceffity
of the meafure in queftion; which, though confidered
by his Honourable Friend as in no degree tending
to remedy thofe evils, which were univerfally ac-
knowledged, he was convinced would, in the firft
inftance, palliate, and ultimately eradicate them ;
would at once have the effect of allaying irritation and
animofity, and ere long, he trufted, of extinguifhing
them for ever.

His Honourable Friend was alfo difpofed to think,
that the Legiflature of Ireland.was fully adequate to
the redrefs of thofe grievances which require parlia-
mentary interpofition, and to the reftoration of in-
ternal tranquillity, - This fuppofition unfortunately
was not warranted by experience : to the redrefs of
fome of the grievances complained of, and to the
removal of fome of the caufes of irritation, the
Speaker faid its adequacy could not be doubted; but
there were radical and inherent eyils, clofely inter-
woven with the ftate and condition of Ireland, and
with the temper, the feelings, and the prejudices of
the great body of the people, which, though they
were not occafioned by the feparation of the two
I_,egiﬂatu_res, he was convinced an ingorporation of
thofe Legiflatures could alone effectually remove.

It
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‘It wag a melancholy, but, he feared, an incontro-
vertible truth, that the ftate of Ircland had, at no
period of its hiftory, with which we are acquainted,
been fuch as to afford fatisfation to any mind, that
could juftly appreciate the bleflings of a well-ordered, '
a flourithing, and a happy condition of civil fociety.
The bounty of Providence had, indeed, been dif-
~played in that country by a fertile foil, and by abun-
- dant means of internal improvement and profperity ;
its inhabitants had not been lefs diftinguifhed than
thofe of Great Britain, in correfponding ftations of
life, for eloquence, for literary and fcientific acquire-
ments, and for thofe talents and exertions, which have
eftablithed the naval and military renown of the Bri-
tith empire. Their form of government was the
fame as our own, but it wanted its true charaéter-
iftics ; it did not, like ours, beftow and receive gene-
ral confidence and prote&ion: for it was not, like
ours, connected by ties, which he trufted were here
indifioluble, with the obvious interefts, the-feelings
and the fentiments of the great body of the people.

The truth was, that, in contemplating the ftate of
Ireland, even ata period of apparent tranquillity, it
was impoffible rot to difcover thofe feeds of animo-
fity, which have unhappily been matured by circum-
ftances into infurrection and rebellion. To account,
in a great degree, for this animofity, it might, per-
haps, be fufficient to ftate, that a large majority of
the people were Catholics, and that four-fifths of the
property «was in the hands of Proteftants, who are
_alone legally competent to hold the high offices of
ftate; and to perform the funCtions of legiflation.
Hereditary feelings and refentments had, befides, con-

tributed
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tributed to keep thefe elements of internial difcord in

almoft conflant agitation. ' The extenfive confifcati= %
ons which took place at the commencement of the:

laft century, when, after the fupprefiion of the rebel-
lion by Lord Mountjoy, almoft the whole provinee
of Ulfter became forfeited to the Crown ; the erea-
tion of numerous boroughs by James the Firft ; which
in effect transferred the legiflative authority from the
Catholics to the Proteftants; the A& of Setdement,
and explanation ; the feverities exerciféd by Crom-
well ; the event of the battle of the Boyne; and the
furrender of Limerick (though ‘the atticles of capi-
tulation in the latter inftance prove, ‘what was indeed
manifefted by the whole tenour of his condu&; that
a fpirit of intolerance and perfecution made no part
of the charaéter of King William ;) the code of Po-
pery Laws, which, however neceflary for the fecu-
rity of perfons of one perfuafion, muft be admitted to
have operated with great feverity on thofe of the
other: all thefe circumftances could not fail to recur
forcibly to the minds of the Catholics, to keep alive
the fenfations which they fucceflively excited, and to
make them look with irritation at power, when they
faw’it lodged in the hands of thofe whom they con-
fidered as their oppreflors ; whofe religious opinions
they conceived to be heretical, and who were in pofs
feffion of that property which the Catholics fuppofed
hiad been unjuftly wrefted from their anceftors.

On the other hand, the horrible excefles to which
the vinditive fury and bigotry of the Catholics were
carried in 1641 ; the dreadful ufe they made of the
power, which they acquired upon the ufurpation of
James the Second (for the government of James the

Second
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Second in Ireland was an ufurpation after he had abdi-
cated the throne of England); the forfeitures, the
fequeftrations, and the -attainders; which then took
place, had neceffarily engendered thofe fentiments
of apprehenfion and diftruft in the Proteftants of that
country; which occafioned; and appeared to juftify,
the code of penalties and difabilities which was
enaded at the commencement of the prefent century.

Such, he feared, was a true reprefentation of the
flate and temper of Ireland 5 and he was convinced
‘that no remedy could be effe@tial, but fuch as would
firike at the root of the évil, would abate the ftrug-
gles for power; would remove the impediments to
civilization and internal improvement, and by which
the Proteftant and Catholic inhabitants of the twg
countries would beconte one people; under the fuper-
intending authority and protection of an united and
imperial Parliament.

The Speaker theri ftated that abott the year 1478,
a material change of fyftem took place: the ex-
tinétion of the hopes of the Houfe of Stuart, and the
peaceable demeanour of the Roman Catholics, led to
a repeal of the penal code, which bore upon them
with peculiar hardfhip; and they obtained from the
juftice of the Irifh Parliament full fecurity to their
property; complete perfonal liberty, and a perfect
toleration of their religion. A wife and liberal policy
induced the Legiflature of this country to relax, at |
the fame period, the fficnefs of the At of Naviga-
tion, and of dur colonial fyftem : and an unqualified
patticipation of the foreign trade of Great Britain
was accordingly given to his Majelty’s fubjeds in

Irefand, :
B Farther
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Further conceflions, of a political natare, were
made in the year 1782, The controul of the Privy
Council, under what was called Poyning’s Law,
was abolithed ; and the a& of the fixth of George the
Firit, affirming the power and authority of theKing,
by and with the confent of the Lords and Commons
of Great Britain, to make laws and ftatutes to bind
the kingdom and people of Ireland, was repealed,
The independence of the Parliament of Ireland was
thus fully and completely eftabliffied : and, in the
fubfequent year, the appeltant jurifdiction of the Bri-
tith Houfe of Peers from the Courts of Law in that
country was done away. _Without calling in queftion
the wifdom or expediency of the meafures laft de-
fcribed, it would not, he trufted, be thought difre-
fpectful or improper to obferve, for the obfervation
was warranted by a Refolution of that Houfe, that,
however fufficient they might be for the removal of
the grievances of which Ireland then complained,
they were defeétive, and incomplete for the purpofe
ef adjufting the relation in which the two countries
were thenceforward to ftand, as branches of the fame
empire ; that they loofened the ancient ties of connec.
tion, and that they fubftituted no others in their place.
. Such a ftate of things might poflibly have fubfifted
for a time, during a period of tranquillity ; but j¢

“was ill {uited to bear the agitation of that tempeft,
which foon convulfed a confiderable part of Europe,
and extended its malignant and defolating principles
to the fitter kingdom. For its influence and its ra-
vages it there unfortunately found an ample field :
there were wanting in that country (as he had before
ftated), thofe links by which the body of the people

- fhould
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fhould be conne@ed with the Government: there
were not, in the degree at leaft that could be wifhed,
thofe ties between the higher and the great mafs of
the lower orders of the community, which are, per-
haps, the beft fecurity for internal peace and tran-
quillity.  Tn many parts of the country the non-refi-
dence of ‘proprietors, and the intervention of other
perfons and other interefts, obftruéted that commu-
nication and intercourfe between landlord and tenant
which were equally advantageous to both, and to the
country at large. The predominance of numbers,
as had been already mentioned, was on the part of
the Catholics, that of property on the part of the
Proteftants. The new philofophy had taught the
dreadful leflon that was to be derived from fuch adil-
proportion: religious bigotry, for the firft time, came
in aid of principles always formidable, and aggrava-
ted the danger arifing from the phyfical firength of
numbers, and the new do@rines of the Rights of Man.
With the particulars ef the convulfion that had
recently taken place, all were too well acquainted.
He would not now enter into them, but confine him-
felf to a confideration of the various plans which had
been propofed for reftoring tranquillity to lreland,
and for perpetuating her conne&ion with Great Bri-

. tain. Of thefe, Catholic Emancipation, as it is call-

ed; the re-emaétment of the Fopery laws, in the
whole or in part ; and an incorporation of the Legif-’
lature of the two countries, had each its feparate

advocates. |
The objettions to Catholic Emancipation, coupled

as it was, according to the general opinion of its ad-
* yocates, with Parliamentary Reform, were, in the lan-
B2 guage
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guage of Mr. Fofter, whofe name he conld not men-
tion but with fentiments of refpec, * that it had the
s¢ tendency to give the influence to numbers, and to
¢ take it from property, and to overwhelm the rights
# of the PFotcﬂants of Ireland.” S

The Speaker écknowlédg_ed; ‘that he was anxious
for the removal of the moft obnoxious grounds of
complaint againft what was termed the Proteftant
Aﬁ:epdancyf, but he fought for the attainment of
“this defirable object, by no other means than thofe
of a Legiflative Union; and not at the hazard of
thofe formidable confequences, which Catholic Emaq-
cipation, with all that belonged to it was, in his opi-
bion, caiculated to produce, Indeed, if the Catho-
Jies were true o their confeience and their creed, the
Proteftant éﬂab]ifhmenp muft be expofed by fuch a
change to immediate, and, perhaps, inevitable dan-
8r; and the flate of the Proteftants under fuch
circumftances, be rendered worfe than that of the
Catholics during ahy period of the prefent and pre-
.ceding century, If a@uated by intereft and paflion
(by which he did not fuppofe that they were likely
to be more or lefs influenced than others), thcy
' could not be fuppofed to poflefls, without exercifing
it, the power of recovering that property of which
_they conce'ivcd‘ their ancé&or_s to have been wrong-
fully deprived ; and if, under the prefent circum-
ftances, the inconveniences atifing from the difcor-
dant proceedings of diftin& ngiﬂa:tu're§ have been
regarded with anxiety and apprehenfion, he could
'not but conceive fuch fenfations would be a-pplicabl:,
ina far ftronger degree, if political power was pof-
{efled by thofe, between w'hom? and the Parliament
e B & gy i
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of Great Britain, a greater variety of differences
from various caufes, might be fuppofed to arife, and
on points lefs capable of reconciliation and adjuftment.

His Honourable Friend who fpoke laft, he ob-
ferved, thought that it would be expedient for the
Parkament of Irf;land, to tread back {ome of the
fteps that had been taken, and to re-enact the whole
code of the Popery laws (the repeal of which had
been the fubje of fuch general encomium and fa-
- tisfation) againft the Catholics, who didnot produce
gertificates of their peaceable and loyal conduét dur-
‘ing the late rebellion: and to provide that thofe by
whom fuch certificates were produced, ‘fhould be ad-
~mitted to all the rights and ‘privileges enjoyed by
Proteftants ; but he had alfo intimated fuch an opi-
_nion of the Catholics, as to leave little hope that
many of them would be entitled to the benefit of
‘fuéh a diftin&ion.
~ That difaffection had {pread widely amongft that
body, could not, he feared, be contefted ; that i1t
- . had been fo nearly univerfal, as fome perfons had
imagined, he thought there were folid grounds 1@
‘deny. Many individuals of the yeomanry and other
_volunteer corps, and moft of thofe of whom the mi-
- litia regiments confifted, were of that perfuafion; and
yet they had in general manifefted the utmoft degree
of ardour and alacrity in refifting the internal, as well
‘as the foreign enemies of their country. He was,
_however; concerned to think that, on the part of 2
 large proportion of the Catholics, firong prejudices
~againtt this country muft be confefled to exitl; but
. hie was convinced that thcy arofé, in a great degree,

from the perfuafion that the Proteftant afcendancy
was
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was principally maintained by Bl'ltlﬁ‘l connection, ar;d
Britifh power,

He faid that the proceeding which had been re-
commended by his Honourable Friend, would, lfhls
advice was followed, appear to imply that the rebellion
had been carried on by Catholics only; a fuppofition
which the accounts received from the feat of it, and
the characlers and confeflions of many of ‘the United
Irifhmen, would effettually difprove, The propofed
diferimination would, he was perfuaded, if adopted,
add fuel to the flame, and create new {ources of dif-
fenfion and hoftility. It fhould befides be obferved,
that many who, from motives of hypocrify, or of
regard to their perfonal fafety, had not given way to
the mahgnant fuggeftionsof their own minds, by taking
up arms againft the Government, would thereby be
countenanced ; whereas, in other parts, that had been
the fcene of infurre@ion and rebellion, the Cathol:c,
who had yielded toa momentary, though an unjufti-
fiable impulfe, would, by one rafh ftep, be excluded
for ever. This was not a mode, according to his
opinion, of healing the dw:ﬁons, and of cﬂabhﬂung
the tranquillity of Ireland: it could not have the
eifect of allaymg the irritation of the Catholics, nor
of conveying to the Proteftants a greater dcgree of
confidence and fecurity,

The Speaker then adverted to the meafure of 1793,
by which the competency to enjoy and exercife the
eletive franchife, and to hold certain offices, was
afforded to the Roman Catholics of Ireland, and to
the opmion ‘which had been ftated concerning it, from
an authority to which he ‘had before referred. ¢ For
s that meafure,” Mr, Fofter had faid, < that he

< could



(%5 )

« could not thank 'the Irith Minifter,” though he did
¢ for many others ; for that from his foul he confi-
¢« dered it as the prelude and forerunner of the
¢ gverthrow of. the Proteftant eftablithment in Ire«
¢ Jand ;”—¢ that it hazarded the Hanover fucce(lion
¢ and the conne&ion with Great Britain.”

- From thefe opinions he was far from diflenting ; he
had quoted them, not only to mark the danger which
was apprehended from the proceedings of 1793, by
a Gentleman known to be friendly to the Proteftant
eftablithment, and to the conne&ion with Great Bri-
tain, but for the purpofe of founding upon them an
argument in favour of the meafure in queftion. If
the predi&ions of Mr. Fofter were well founded, and
~he confefled that they accorded in g great degree with

his own fentiments and apprehenfions, he faw no

means by which_their accomplifhment could pofiibly
be averted, but by a legiflative Union, or by a re-
newal of the reftritions and difabilities which were
done away by the Aé of 1793. Of the former mea-

{fure Mr. Fofter had very recently difapproved, and it

could not therefore but be fuppofed that it was by the

latter only, that he could hope to prevent thofe cala-

mities, which, he was convinced, were deprecated by

no one more anxioufly and fincerely, than by that
- Honourable Gentleman himfelf.

He would, however, acknowledge that if he were
obliged to make an op:ion between a recurrence to fo
much of the {yftem of the Popery laws as was repealed
at that time, or to Catholic Emancipation, coupled
with Parliamenrary Reform, he fhould conceive that
he beft confulted the tranquillity of Ireland, and the
interefts of the empire at large, in giving the pre- .
' ference
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ference to the former: but that it was, in a great
meafure, becaule his objections to both were radical’
and infuperable, that he was compelled to give' his
cordial and entire fupportto the meaﬁxre of a lcgiﬂa-"
tive Union. :
He faid, it was a fatisfaction to him to know that’
the opinion which he éntertainted on this fubject was
fanctioned by great and refpectable authorities. It
could not be unimportant to the weight and credit of
fuch a meafure; to ftate thatif had been countenanced
by diftinguifhed and enlightened men in the laft cen-
tury 5 that it had the approbation of Sir Matthew
Decker, Sir William Petty, and Sir Jofiah Child ;
that Molineux, the friend of Locke, whe had in-
curred, as the Journals could teftify, the difpleafure
of that Houfe; for his bold aflertion of the indepen-
dent authority of the Parliament of his native country;
anxioufly wifhed for its adoption. After having re-
ferred in his publication on this {ubje&, to many an-
cient documents, for the purpofe of proving that at
an early period of our hiftory, delegates from Ireland
had been fent to the Parliament of Great Britain; Mr.
Molineux adds—<¢ If from thefe records it be con-
¢ cluded that the Parliament of England may bind
« Ireland, it muft alfo be allowed that the people of
* Ireland ought to have their reprefentatives in the
* Parliament of England; and this I believe we
* fhould be willing enough to embrace, but it is an
¢ happinefs we can hardly hope for.” '
It was alfo material to ftate, thatin the fecond year
of  the reign of Queen Anne, when, as had been faid,
it h2d become difficult for the Proteftants; to keep

their ground in Ireland, a Committee of the Houfe
: of

Lol
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' of Lords of that kingdom was appointed to take into

confideration the ftate of the nation : and the Com-
mittee reported, ¢ That upon due confideration of
« the prefent conflitution of this kingdom, fuch an
s¢ humble reprefentation be made to the Queen of
« the ftate and condition thereof, as may beft incline
« her Majefty, by fuch proper‘means as to her

¢« Majefty fhall feem fit, to promote fuch an Union

« with England as may beft qualify the ftates of this
« kingdom to be reprefented there.” T he propo-

~ fition was not liftened to by the Qxeen’é Minifters,

and, as has been ftated by Lord Clare, it was not
« till this attempt to unite the Parliaments of both
« countries had proved abortive, that the great code
« of the Popery laws of Ireland was enacted : acode.”
he admitted, « of great feverity, but evidently
< forced upon the Parliament by neceflity.”

To thefe authorities, and many others might be
cited in fupport of them, he had the utnioft fatisfac-
tion in adding thofe of Liord Clare, Lotrd Carleton,
Lord Kilwarden, and particularly of Lord Yelverton,
who had been called the ¢ Father of the Independence
¢¢ of the Trifh Parliament,” but whofe fentiments at
this time were by no means inconfiftent with his
condut in 17823 as it was only by the eftablifhment
of the independence of the Parliament of Ireland,
that a legiflative Union could be the refult of compact
between the two countries. Without that meafure 1t
muft have been an act of power on the part of Great
Britain, | | 32

‘To the opinions of thefe great and enlightened
.men, who have proved themielves to be the true

friends of Great Britain and Ircland, by their conftant
' C endeavours
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endeavours to encourage and promote a clofe and inti-
mate connection between the two countries, he defired
to add thofe entertained by Dr. M<Nevin and others,
of that, which (with reference to their own views and
projects) they juftly denominated a fazal meafure.
It would be recolleted, that thefe perfons have de-
clared, that, on their parts, Catholic Emancipation
was a mete pretence, and that feparation was the real
and invariable object of all their hopes and all their
efforts. On the gth of April 1795, thé Committee
of Nine, of which Dr. M*Nevin, Lewins, Ryan,
and others of the fame defcription, were members,
aflembled at the Chapel in Francis-ftreet, Dublin,
and came to the following, amongft other refolutions :

« Refolved unanimoufly, That we are fincerely and
¢ unalterably attached to the rights, liberties, and in-
« dependence of our native country, and we pledge
¢ ourfelves, colle&tively and individually, to refift,
¢« ¢ven our own emancipation, if propofed to be con-
¢ ceded on the ignominious terms of acquiefcence in
¢ thefatal meafureof an Union withthe fifter kingdom.,

¢« Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this
« meeting be refpe@tfully prefented to our agent,
¢« Theobald Wolfe Tone, Efq. for the readinefs with
¢« which he accompanied our deputies to England,
¢ and the many other important fetvices he has ren-
¢ dered to the Catholic body, in purfuit of emanci-

‘¢ pation—fervices, which no gratitude can over-

“ rate, and no remuneration can overpay.”

It was not, however, upon authority only, much
as he was inclined to refpeét it, nor upon the repug-
nance of United Irifhmen to this meafure, that he
was difpofed to fupport and recommend it. He

- thought
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thought that it was calculated to avert much proba-
ble evil from both countries, and to produce poﬁtive
and fubftantial advantages to both.

One of the leading confiderations in its favour
was, that it would in future preclude the inconveni-
ence and danger, of which recent experience war<
rants the apprehenfion, arifing from the difcordant
determinations of feparate and independent Legifla-
cures. He reminded the Committee of the proceed-
ings of the Irifh Parliament, upon the fubje& of the
Commercial Propofitions in 1785, and the queftion of
the appointment of a Regent, which occurred in 1788.
In the former, the fenfitive jealoufy of the Parliament
of Ireland deprived that country of the obvious and
undifputed advantages which were held out toit, by
a free accefs to the home market of Great Britain 3 in
the latter, it would be recollected that the diverfity of
opinion, which occurred in the two Parliaments, led
notonly to a difference as to the extent of the power
and authority, but as to the identity of the perfon,
by whom, during the dlnefs of his Majefty, the
funcions of executive government were to be exer-
cifed. The fame illuftrious Perfonage was indeed
nominated by both, but by one as a matter of choice
in virtue of a fuppofed right by the other: in one
with more limited powers; in the other with powers
as unlimited as thofe of the Monarch himfelf. It was
therefore obvious that the difcordant principles; which
operated at _that junéture, and which aéually occa-
fioned the delegation of different degrees of authority,
might alfo have led to the nomination of different
individuals : and this at the hazard of the tranquil-
lity and fafety of the empire, and in direé violation

' N - C2 © of
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of the fpirit of the unrepealed ffatute of Henry VI,

which enadts that « ¢he kingdom of Ireland 1s infe-
“ parably annexed to, and dependent upon, the

. * Crown of Great Britain, and that whoever is King

“ of England jg thereby ip/o fas0 King of Iref;nd.’f
Upon every thinking mind 3 deep impreffion was’
made by thefe tranfactions ; and a very refpeftable
Gentleman, whe now holds a high office in Ireland,
is reported to have faid, in a debate at that petiod,
 If thefe fentiments are ¢o prevail, what fhall pre-
“ vent us to-morrow from adopting a different Mu-
 tiny-bill, or difclaiming an uniformity in religion ?
“ The unity of the executive magiftrate has been
“ well called the folitary bond'sf union; but can it
‘“ exift for a moment, if 3 poffibility remains of the
two Legiflatures being difeordant on this fubje& ?
“ Unlefs one is fuffered to take the lead, the alter<
“ native is obyious : with two Legiflatures fo liable
¢ to pull different ways, no authority can govern,”
His Honourab]e Friend, who preceded him, ap-
peared, however, to be under little apprehenfion upon
the fubjedt of 2 pofiible difference of fentiments and
condu&, in the two Legiflatures, He thought that
as the King of Great Britain was the fupreme exe.-
cutive magiftrate, and therefore vefted with the fame
prerogatives in both countries, it was not to be fup-
poled that thofe embarrafiments and dangers would
arife, which might be occafioned by a declared diffe-
rence of opinion on the fubject of treaties, or on
the great queftions of pPeace or war, The Speaker
faid, he knew ang refpe@ed the prerogatives of the
Crown, but he likewife knew and refpedied the pri+
vileges of the people.  Of thefe the power of the
. ‘purfe
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purfe was the moft important ; it was the great in-
ftrument of fupport and controul ; the check upon the
abufe of power on the part of the advifers of the
Crown, and the fafeguard and. guardian of the jnte-
reft and liberties of the people. It would not ha
contended that this great privilege was to be borne
down by prerogative ; and if not, it thight, ata pe-
riod of public emergency, be differently exercifed
in both countries. In one, {upplies might be liberally
granted ; in the other, abfolutely withhelds and the
co-cperation of the two great branches of the empire

- could pever be enfured, even on occafions in which
its fecurity and independence were deeply and effen- -

tially involved. The Speaker, ‘however, declared,
that ‘his hopes went farther ; he thought, that if
the prefent meafure was carried into effed, it would
not only preclude fuch a difcordance as he had de-
feribed, but that it would lead to a coincidence of
views and fentiments in the great body of the peo-
ple of both kingtioms ; that they would all look the
fame way ; and that their feelings and opinions would
invariably recognife the fame interefts, the fame al.
lies, and the fame enemies,

He muft however declare, that no confideration fo
forcibly impelled him to wifh for the adoption of this
meafure, as his conVi&ion of the beneficial confequens
ces with which it would be attended to the internal
fituation of Ireland : his hope and belief were, that
1t would lead to the removal of a principal ground of
animofity, by precluding the (pecies of conteft, which
had hitherto fubfifted for obtaining political authority
and power.—Amongft the lower orders of fociety,

he was convinced that its falutary effects would be
bl | found
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found in that change of manners, the refult of habi-
tual induftry, which would neceffarily be produced
by the transfer of a part of the capital of Great Bri-
tain to that country. Ceuld it be fuppofed, he would
atk, that perfons of opulence would be fo muchin-
clined to embark any part of - their property from
hence in the trade and commerce of Ireland, if the
Parliament of that country were fill to remain diftinét
from, inftead of being incorporated | with  that of
Great Britain 2 Of the confequences which muft be
produced by fuch an application of past of the wealth
of this country, no doubtcould be entertained : it
would operate on every clafsof the community, and
diffufe itfelf throughout every part of that kingdom :
and notwithftanding what had:been faid of the aggra-
vation that would be occafioned by a legiflative Unton
to the evil arifing from' the non-refidence of the
opulent proprictors. of Jand in that country, he was
convinced, that ‘whatever had a tendency to give
{fecurity to property and- improvement to manncrs
would prove the fallacy of fuch a fuppofition; and

- that even thofe waftes and faftnefles, which now afford

retreat to the marauder, the aflaffin, and the rebel,
would be the {cenes of cheerful labour and protected
induftry, of mutual confidence and focial intercourfe,
under the {uperintendence and guardianfhip of well

adminiftered and ben eficent laws, k
It had been faid, that amongft the canfequences
of fuch a meafure, it could not be contended that it
would be poflible to mention any immediate advan-
tage to the Roman Catholics of Ireland: from this
affertion, however, he muft beg leave to diffent.
The ele@ive franchife itfelf, beffowed by the Par-
’ liament
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lisament of Ircland in 1793, could hardly be confi-
dered as a boon to the Roman Catholics, whom it
was hoped and intended to gratify : the right, with
the limitation annexed to it, .could not be exercifed i
moft inftances, without fome degree of violence to
their opinions and their feelings: it could enly be
made ufe of for the purpofe of contributing to form a
Houfe of Commons, the whole body of which they
too generally conceived to be adverfe to their inte-
refts, and thofe of the individuals, to whom, from
a coincidence in religious opinions and from other
caufes, they had been accuftomed to look up with
the utmott refpect: Whereas the fame franchife, if
employed in contributing to form the reprefentation
in an united Parliament, might be accompanied
with the fatisfaCtory refleCtion, that the individual
in whofe behalf it was exercifed, would be mixed
with thofe, a majority of whom were uninfluenced
by the prejudices which they have imputed, whether
on fufficient ground or otherwife is not now to be con-
fidered, to the Parliament and to the great body of
the Proteftants in Ireland.

With refpect to the expediency of extending to
the Roman Catholics of Great Britain and Ireland,
in the event of fuch a meafure as was now 1n con-
templation, a more ample participation of the rights
of Proteftant. {ubjeéts, he would not now offer an
opinion ; he*would howevVer quote the fentiments of a
perfon (Dr.«Duigenan) whofe good fenfe he admired,
and who would not be accuied of a ftrong bias towards
the ‘Roman Catholics of Ireland: <« It has been

- “the opinion of very great and able flatefmen, that

“"an_union with England, on juft and equitable
| € erms,
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« terms, would be very advantageousto Ireland, would
« contribute greatly to increafe her trade and ther |
« opulence, and conduce to the firength of the.em-
« pire at large: and in -any event, it could not be
<« more prejudicial to the Romaniits of Ireland, than
« to any other clafs of his Majefty’s fubjects here,
<« but much lefs (if ic could be at all prejudicial,
« which I cannot admit), ir as much, if we were
« one people with the Britith nation, the prepon-
« derance of the Proteftant body of the whole em-
< pire would be fo great, that all rivalthip and jea-
"« Joufies between Proteftants and Romanifts would
« ceafe or ever, and it would not be neceflary, for
« the fafety of the empire at large, to curb Romanifts
« by any exclufive law whatfoever.” _

On the fuppofed furrender of the rights of the
Parliament of Ireland, and the facrifice of its inde-
pendency, he was not difpofed to dwell ; the futility
of the arguments on. which thofe objections were
founded, was, in his opinion at leaft, fully developed
on 2 former occafion: he would only fay, that if an
uniform coincidence fhould take place between the
two Legiflatures, the independency of one or the
other would be liable to be called in queftion; and
that without fuch a coincidence the interefts of the
empire, and eventually the connexion between the
two countries, might poffibly be endangered.

The Speaker faid, he was not inclined to take up
the time of the Committee by a reference to the
particulars of the Union with Scotland, to the con-
fequences which followed that meafure, or to the
arguments which they fuggefted on the prefent oc-
cafion, Thefe topics had been already difcufled, in
| a manner
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“amanner which could not fail to make a forcible im-
“preffion on the Houfe. He would only remark, that
the animofity between the two nations, immediately

previous to the Union, was fuch, as to have led them
20 the verge of haftilities; and that the grounds of
diftruft, and complaint, were thercby entirely done
away. He alfo obferved, that there were circum-
ftances tending to facilitate an intimate connexion
between this country and Ireland, and to incorpo-
rate the people of thofe kingdoms, which did not
belong to the relation in which England and Scot-
land ftood to each other. It would be recolleted,
amongft other illuftrations of this obfervation, that

here, and in Ireland, theré was the fame code of

civil and criminal law; the fame forms for the ad-
miniftration of juftice; and for the purpofes of le-
giflation, the fame fucceflion to the crown; and the
fame eftablifhed religion.

Having ftated a few of the many confiderations
which, in his opinion, recommended this meafure,
he thought it incumbent upon him to notice fome of
the objettions that had been made to it. Of thefe
there were two, either of which, if valid, was funda-
mental and infuperable. The firt was to the com-
petency of the Parliament of Ireland to accede to

‘this meafure : the fecond relied on the final adjuft-

ment, as it had been termed, of the year 1732.
The one called in queftion the nature and extent of
the authority of the Parliament of Ireland ; the other
folemoly appealed to the good faith of the Parlia-
ment'of Great Britain. In viewing the queftion of
competency, he faid, it appeared to him that new

doctrines of the prefent day were on the one fide,
2 D and
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and the found principles, the theory and the practice-
of the Britith conftitution; on the other. The higheft
legal authorities affirmed the extent and the fuprema-
cy of the power of Parliament. = It was fufficient to
refer to the names of Sir Edward Coke, Sir Mat-
thew Hale, Sir William Blackftone, and many
others, who, to fay the leaft, have never been
charged with a bias againft the conftitution and liber-
ties of their country.

That the functions of the Leglﬂaturc fhould be
exercifed on all occafions, and particularly on one fo
fplemn and important as the prefent, with the utmoft
circumfpection, would be readily and univerfally al-
lowed. It muft alfo be admitted, that Parhiament
poflefles the power, and the right, when called for
by the obligation of providing for the public fecurity
and welfare, to new-model the conftitution, and to
alter the fucceffion to the Crown, and the eftablifhed
religion of thefe kingdoms; and he would then afk
thofe to whofe objetions he was referring, where,
if notin Parliament, the means of carrying into ef-
fet fuch an arrangement as that which is now in con-
templation, however neceffary, and however approved,
could poffibly be fuppofed to refide? Not in the
conflituent body, for it would hardly be faid that
they had delegated a truft to their reprefentatives,
with a refervation in particular cafes: not in the
people at large, for fuch a fuppofition would imply
the diffolution of the Government; as it is an eita-
blifhed truth, that, whilft the conftitution exifts,
the only legitimate fanétion of public opinion, and
its only efficient authority, muft be derived from
the proceedings of Parliament. ¢« This is the

' - -«¢ place,”
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« place,” Sir William Blackftone obferves, ¢« where
« ghat tranfcendent and abfolute power, which muft
< in all govesnments refide fomewhere, is entrufted
« by the conffitution of thefe kingdoms.”

The attempts to preclude the difcuffion of the
prefent fubject, by the denomination of 2 Final Ad-
Juftment, which had been beftowed on the proceed-
ings of the year 1782, ftruck him with more afto-
nithment than even thofe which he had read and
heard againft the fufficiency of Parliament itfelf. If
any importance were to be attached to thofe words,
he fhould have expefted to find them folemnly
recorded in a&s of the refpective Legiflatures, as
the bafis of the new relation which then took place
between the two countries: what, however, was the
fa& ? They are mentioned in. a meffage from the
King, and noticed in the addreffes of the Britith
‘Parliament, and of the Houfe of Lords in Ireland ;
but in the addrefs of the Houfe of Commons of that
country, thefe words are not to be found.

He obferved, that as it had been the practice (and a
judicious one it was, where there is a general concur-
rence of opinion), that the addrefs fhould accord with
the fpeech or the meffage from his Majefty, the
omiffion was remarkable. All, however, that had
been faid upon this part of the fubject, appeared to
him to be a difpute about words; for he was ready
to acknowledge, that the Britith Parliament would
juftly incur the imputation of a grofs breach of faith,
if they were to aim, either direftly or indirectly, at
the refumption of the power and fupremacy which
were then folemnly renounced: that the adjuftment,
as far as the independency of the Irifh Parliament
v D2 was
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was concerned, was ‘real]y and abfolutely final and
conclufive; but if the argument, which was meant
to be founded on thefe words, could be expe&éé to
avail, it muft not only pafs over the meafure which
took place in the fubfequent year, and the refolution
which immediately fucceeded the act for the repeal
of the 6th of Geo. I. but it muft contend that the
true import of thofe words was fo binding and
peremptory, as to bar the poffibility of adopting any
ulterior arrangement of the nature of that to which
they might be fuppoled to apply, however called for
by the obvious interefls, and  the" wifhes of the in-
habitants of both countries. Such a propofition
could not be maintained, and if not, the argument
with which it was neceflarily connected, muft, in his
opinion, fall to the ground.

The Speaker faid that fome objections had been

- urged, the force of which he would by no means

deny. He was thoroughly convinced that the Houfe
of Commons, as at prefent conftituted, was a true
and faithful reprefentative of the people of Great
Britain; that their opinions and their wifhes (he did
not mean the flutuating and fleeting impreflions of
the day, but thofe which were the refult of informa-
tion and reflection) had their due influence, and were
there fully and accurately exprefied. He could not,
therefore, contemplate without anxiety, the poffible
effects of fuch an alteration as the meafure in queftion
would produce.

He was not, however, inclined to oppofe a con-
je€tural and contingent evil to that which was pofitive
and immediate ; or if he did, he muft compare one,
as cautioufly as he could, with the other, and ftrike

' Lo e -
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the balance. His apprehenfions on this fubje® would
be greater, were it not for the experience which has
been afforded by the Union with Sco:land : byt the
prefling evils, which it was the duty of the Houfe,
if poflible, to avert, were uppermoft in his mind;
and he was convinced that every other remedy which
had been fuggefted was fraught with confequences
mfinitely more injurious than any of thofe which even
this circumftance, objectionable as he allowed it to be,
was capable of producing.

Of the danger to the commercial interefls of this
country, which had been adverted to, but which had
hot been much infifted upon, he faid he entertained
no ferious apprehenfion. It was not true that Grear
Britain would neceffarily lofe what Ireland would gain.
He knew beflides the liberality, and the good fenfe
of the merchants and manufa&urers of this country :
if Ireland fhould ceafe to be a feparate kingdom,
they would not entertain a with to withhold from her
inhabitants a fair and equalparticipation of the advan-
tages which were enjoyed by themfelves; and they
were fully aware that whatever contributed to pro-
mote induftry and to produce tranquillity, in Ireland,
had a tendency to give additional fecurity and ftability

to the trading interefts.of Grear Britain.

It had been afked, why, if this meafure was
brought forward with fuch obvious advantages, the
adoption of it had not been fooner recommended ?
To which it had been juftly and forcibly anfwered,
that it fhould not be wondered at, if thofe, who are
convinced that a clofe coniexion between the twao
countri¢s is effential to the welfare of both, fhould

be particularly folicitous to ftrengthen and confirm it,
: when
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when the diffolution of that connexion is the avowed
abject of the inteftine traitors in Ireland, and of the -
common enemy of the two kingdoms. |

He was, however, concerned to think, “and to
acknowledge, that precautionary wifdom had very
little influence on the condu& of individuals, or of
mations ; an evil muft in general have been" painfully
experienced before meafures are taken to remove i,
or to guard againft its return: the abufes of power
led to that eftablifhment of our rights, and that
fecurity to our liberties, which took place at the
Revolution.  The weight of the public debt was
becoming, at leaft in the opinion of many, intole-
rable to the fubje@s of this country, before effica-
cious meafures were adopted for its diminution s
and it was not until public. credit was ferioufly re-
duced, and the objections to the plan of raifing
the fupplies of the yedr, by the ordinary pra&ice
of loans, became almoft infuperable, that the fyftem
of the prefent feflion of Parliament was adopted ;
which, however burdenfome, was a fubje@t of ge-
neral approbatian, and a fource of pride, of fatis-
faction, and of confidence to a great majority of the
people.

To this want of promptitude to provide againft
remote and contingent evils, one exception indeed
prefented itfelf to his recolle@ion: it was the mea-
fure adopted by the Parliament in 1791, which
proyided, that in cafe of future loans a further
fum fhould be borrowed, to be applied as a finking
fund, for the purpofe of gradually redeeming the
addition thereby occafioned to the funded debt.
Too much could not be faid in commendation of

the
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the provident wifdom and juftice of that meafure,
which is conflantly employed in diminifhing the
preflure upon public credit, which arifes from an
increafing accumulation of the debt contraced fince
the commencement of the war; and in effecting an
entire relief from its burdens perhaps to ourfelves,
but certainly, and at no diftant period, to our de-
fcendants.

Some Gentlemen had entertained an opinion
which, he acknowledged, was entitled to ferious at-
tention and confideration; that, as the propofed
meafure had been difcountenanced by the Hoafe of
Commons in Ireland, to perfift in the difcuflion of
it here, would be to add to the irritation which un-
happily prevails in that country. Such an effect
he fhould fincerely lament, and fhould be forry to
have any fhare in producing. There were other
confequences, however, which it was of the utmoft
importance to avert, If the Parliament of this
country were to abftain from declaring the condi-
tions upon which it would be difpofed to incorpo-
rate itfelf with the Parliament of Ireland, it was
impoffible not to be aware of the opportunity and
fcope which would be afforded for mifconception,
fufpicion, and mifreprefentation,

He trufted that we fhould adopt fuch refolutions
as would rather tend to appeale, than to inflame;
fuch as would be a pledge of our liberality, and
our juftice : that we fhould manifeft the earneftnefs
and fincerity of our wifhes to communicate to Ire-
land a full participation of all the advantages we
enjoy ; that we fhould prove ourfelves defirous of
confidering the inhabitants of the two countries as
one
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one people, conne@ed together by the clofeft ties’

under the fame Conftitution, the fame Parliament,

and the fame King, ‘Ja

He had underftood that, if the Refolutions which '
had been opened fhould be agreed to, it would be
propofed that they fhould be carried to the foot of
the Throne, accompanied by-an Addrefs to hisMa-
jefty. In that Addrefs he hoped, and was per-
fuaded, that no fentiments or expreflions would be
introduced which jealoufy might mifinterpret, or
malice pervert: that there woul_d" be no indication
of a with on our part to prefs the confideration of
the queftion upon the Legiflature of Ireland; and
that no impulfe would be given to it, but what it
might derive from the free and unbiaffed opini-
ons, and difpaflionate judgment of the Parliament
and People of that kingdem.

The fubjed, he was convinced, would make its
way. To Ireland he was fatisficd that greater ad-
vantages were now held out, than had ever been
afforded by any fingle meafure to any country ; that
it would greatly augment the refources, and place
upon a rock that would be impregnable, as far as
that term could be applied to any human eftablifh-
ment, the ftrength and fecurity of the Britith em-
prre. He would, however, acknowledge, that his
views and hopes extended ftill farther, as he was
thoroughly perfuaded, that whatever had a tendency.
to confolidate and maintain the pawer and the inde-
pendence of thefe kingdoms, was of the deepeft im-
portance to the beft and moft valuable interefts of
mankind.—From thefe confiderations he gave the
Refolution his moft cordial fupport.

THE END.




