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S P E E C H ,

'  % * ‘ *

O F

P A T R IC K  DUIGENslX, Esq. L. L. D.

Scc. & c . & c .

M r . S p e a k e r ,
%

Ji a m  unwilling to give my vote in Support o f  a meafure 
of fuch importance, as the confolidation ol the realms of 

G reat  Britain and Ireland by an incorporating U n ion , 

without explaining to m y Countrymen the reafons which 

have influenced me to contribute my weak aiïiftancc *.c io 

momentous a meafure. I (hall endeavour to comprels them 

into as fmall a compafs as poffible: prem ifing, how ever, 

that I feel no inconfiderable poriion ol diiTatisfachon and 

regret in perceiving that m y fentiments on this occafion 

are different from thole o f  many able men, as remarkable 

for their public ipirit, as for integrity, extent and ilrength 

of talents, natural and acquired, and with whole political 

opinions, fince I took any part in public bufinels, I have 

heretofore generally concurred. I conlets that 1  feel Tome 

confolation in obferving, that I differ alio in opinion on the 

prefent bufinefs from other Gentlem en, w ith whofe pciiti-
B cal
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cal opinions I never did, nor ever will Concur ; and, that 

although there is a divifion among the loval and (launch 
friends of the Conftitution on the prefent queftion, yet 

there is an entire coincidence of opinion on it among all 
Jacobin Traitors throughout the kingdom,— they to a man 

are hoitile to it,—-their principles I abhor: and I cannot re- 

frain from expreiTing my uneaiinefs at perceiving many loyal 

Citizens o f Dublin in this particular, dupes to the practices 

and deceptions of that dangerous anarchical blood-thirfty 

crew. I am fortified in my opinion on this occafion by re­

flecting, that, notwithilanding the hoftility of fome able 

honed men to the meafure, men o f equal integrity and 

ability fupport it, and I think the perfons of that defcription, 

friends to it, are much more numerous than thofe of the 
fame defcription, who appear in the ranks o f the adverfary.

Ifhall firil make a few obfervations on the prefent flate o f  

the natural and political connexion between Great Britain 

and Ireland. I he latter kingdom, from its geographical 

fituation, is fhut out from all intercotirfe with the northern 

parts o f Europe, except by the permiflion of Great Britain • 
and as Great Britain lies between it and all parts o f  Europe,, 

from Britanny to the Northern Pole, fo it is in its power to 

prevent in a great meafure its communication with all the 
fouthern parts of Europe; for Ireland, in refpe£t to all 

1 ’ uropc, lies as it were behind Great Britain ; it is alfo di­

vided from Great Britain by a narrow channel only, ex ­
tending the whole length o f Ireland from North to South, 

in fome places not above fix leagues wide. Its political 
connexion with Great Britain I fhail take upon the bafis of 
its !et.:ement in 17 8 2 ,  which is now infiiled upon by the 
adverf.iries of an incorporating Union, as a final Settlement 

between the two kingdoms, never to be changcd or altered. 

Ireland is conneded with Great Britain by having one 
branch of its Legiflative Power, to wit, the rejal branch

am!



,and the whole o f its Executive Power, in common with 

Great Britain, and the perfon invefled with its whole h xe-  

irulive Pow er, and with a part of its Legiflfttive Pow er, 

endowed with a veto on all deliberative reiolutions ot the 

other two branches of the Legiflative, refides in G rz . z 

B r ita in : B y  the iettlement of 1 7 8 2 ,  no bill, aiter it has

pa fled the two Houfes of Parliament in Ireland can become 

a law , till after it has been fent into G reat  Britain, under 

the G reat  Seal o f  Ireland, and is returned from thence 

under the Great Seal o f  G reat Britain ; that is in fa£t, 

’ till after it has been approved of by his M ajefty , and his 

Britiih Cabinet C o u n c il ;  fo that, under the Settlement of 

1 7 8 2 ,  the Britiih M in iflry  can prevent the enaction of any 

jaw  what foe ver in this kingdom ; and it fee ms to me that 

there is fome inaccuracy in fiating the Legiflarure o f  this 

Kingdom  to be independent under thefe circumftauces. 

Certain I am , that I have heard grievous complaints o f  the 

control o f the Britiih  Cabinet exercifed over the Legifla- 

tu re o f this Kingdom ; and the difaftrous effects on this 

kingdom of a double Cabinet* Englifh and Irifh, very pa­

thetically infifted upon by Gentlem en, w ho now oppofe an 

Incorporating Union on the principle o f its fub verting the 

Settlement o f  1 7 8 2 ,  and the Independence o f  this Kingdom .

1  have been fomewhat furpriied at finding this Houfe fo 

frequently amufed with declamations on the point, whether 

the Settlement o f  1 7 8 2  was intended by the two, kingdoms 

as a final adjuftment o f  all matters then in difpute, fo as 

effectually to fecure their perpetual connexion neceflary to 

the happinefs, almoft to the exigence of both as free States, 

and to preclude all future poflibility o f feparation.-—I look 

on the Queftion, whether that Settlement at the time it was 

concluded, was considered or intended to be final or not, 

as totally immaterial. Debates upon it put me in mind of

the conduit o f L a w y e rs  in a fuit, as defcribed by that
fagactous
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fagacious obferver o f  mankind, Capt. Lemuel Gulliver: —  
“  In pleading? fays the Captain, “  they JludiouJly avoid en- 

“  tering into the merits o f  the caufe ; but are loud, violent and 

“  tedious in dwelling upon a ll c rcumflances which are not to the 
‘ * purpofe ; fo r  irjiance, i f  my neighbour claims my cow9 they 

“  never dsfire to know wlxit title my adverfary has to my cow ; 
"  but whether the fa id  cow were red or black, her horns long or 

“  Jhorty whether the field  1 graze her in were round orfquare> 

“  and the lik e ” — T h e true queition on the Settlement of 

i 782 to be refolved by this Houfe, is, whether that Settle­

ment be fuch as does effectually fecure the perpetual Con­

nexion o f the two kingdoms? and not, whether it was confi- 

dered as final at the time it was entered into ?— Sir, the pre­

sent Connexion between Great Britain and Ireland is fuch as 
has no parallel in the hiftory of the world : it contains in 

/ it anomalies heretofore unknown to the law of nations,
and the feeds of diiTolution ; thefe anomalies muit be cor- 

reâed, and thefe feeds muit be effeôtually prevented from 

itriking roots, which can be only effected by an Incorpo­

rating Union of the two Kingdoms. Separation, or rather 

an unfuccefsful attempt at reparation, which will be at­

tended with the utter ruin and defolation o f  this kingdom 
by civil war, will be the unavoidable and necefTary con- 

fequence of the rejection of that only effectual remedy.—  

T h e  prefent Connexion between thefe two Kingdoms is 

not firniiar to an alliance offenfive and defenfive between 

two independent Nations, which depends on ftipulations 

entered into by the two contracting parties for mutual 

defence and fecurity ; for, i f  the conditions of the alliance 

are not performed by one of them, the other may break 
off from the alliance, and look to other fecurity, or take 

fuch meaiures as it may think proper for its own defence, 

and may at any time enter into Leagues and Treaties 
with other Powers, not inconfiitcnt with its offenfive ar,d

defcnfivc
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dcfcntîve alliance ; and either party has a right to pro­

claim war or make peace on realonable terms, and to call 

on the other to aifiit in war with its ftipulated quota, or 

to concur in a pacification on reai’onable terms, or inch as 

it may deem reaionable : but the cafe is quite otherwise 

with Ireland in refpe£t to G reat Britain ; proclamation of 

w ar on the part o f G reat Britain againft any power what- 

foever immediately involves Ireland in hoftilities, as part o f 

the Britiih Em pire ; and G reat Britain may make Peace 

without confulting in any manner with Ireland on the 

terms or conditions, and without ftipulating in any man­

ner for her indemnity or compenfation tor her Ioffes in the 

war. .Ireland cannot enter into any T r e a ty  whatfoever^ 

either commercial or otherwife, with any foreign power, 

but is bound by all the Treaties into which G reat Britain en­

ters, without being even confulted on the expediency ot 

them .---Surely , Sir, thefe are great badges otdependency ;

I  have heard Gentlemen at the other fide o f the Houfe com­

plain bitterly o f them ; and, whi 1 ft they aflert the indepen­

dence of this nation on G reat  Britain , and affert that fucli 

independence was fecured by the Settlement of 1 7 8 2 ,  and 

on that fcore ftruggle to fupport that Settlement as final, 

and reprobate all alteration, and confequently an incor­

porating Union, they cannot but admit the prefent con-

• nexion between the two nations, as iettlcd in 1 7 S 2 ,  to be 

a connexion degrading, and in a high degree detrimental 

to this nation ; and that it contains within itfelf a mine ot 

combuflibles, which one day or other will be fprung, and 

involve the country in contulion, ruin and defolation, 

which it will take a century to repair. E x c lu fw e  ot the

* aforefaid great imperial fources of difcontent and ani-

niofitv between the two nations, arifing trom the verv

nature of their prefent connexion, are there no other
caofcs
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tcaafes of difunion interwoven with it ? What Ieud com­

plaints have we repeatedly heard in this Houfe o f the 
/hackled ftate of our commerce by our prefent connexion 

with Great Britain fince the year 17 8 2 ?  Are thefe c/ufes 

removed? It is admitted that the Settlement of 17 8 2  was 
not final with refpe£! to the T ar if f  between the two N a­

tions ; we rejccled the Commercial Proportions fince 1 782, 

which were defigned to fettje that T ariff ,  with difdain, on 

a fuppofition that they trenched on our imaginary indepen­

dence; profeflîng that we would not barter Conftitution 

for commerce. Is the Channel Trade between Great B ri­

tain and Ireland yet fettled to our fatisfaóHon ? Js the India 

Trade ? Are numbcrlefs other caufes of difcontent, jealoufy 
and emulation on the point of trade between thefe two 

commercial and adjacent nations, yet removed ? Are the 
mouths o f our ranting patriots, continually bellowing in our 

ears, that the interefts and purfuits of the tvyo nations in 

point of trade are incompatible and irreconcilable ; and 

that the nnimofity of the inhabitants of the two countries 

is inftinâive, yet clofed ? O r are they ever likely to be clofed 

in the prefent ilate of correfpondence and brittle connexion 

o f  the two countries? Surely n ot; the prefent connexion 

between them is rather a faithlefs Truce, tnfidœ in du ciœ ( 
than a permanent ftate of harmony and peace. Federal 

Unions, fuch as was that of the United Provinces, being an 
union of a number o f fmall Republics for mutual defence^ 

t^e prefent Union of the feverai States of America, and of 

the Germanic Hody, have been always accounted weak and 

inefficient; we know by experience they are fo : look 

to Germany, look to the United Provinces; they will all 

in procefs of time fubmit to the fame fate with the United 
Provinces, that is, be reduced to flavery by a potent neigh­

bour; or will break and feparate into diftinct Sovereignties 

‘•^dependent of each other. Y e t  the prefent connexion be­

tween
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tween G reat Britain and Ireland is more infirm and fîeet i nr* 

than even a federal Union : F o r  in a federal Union an AffeM - 

biy is formed by Deputies fent from all the States which com- 

pofe it, as the States General o f the United Provinces, the' 

D iet  o f  the G erm an Em pire, the Congrefs o f  America, 

which AiTembly is empowered to decide ard determine on 

all matters neceffary to their common fccurity and intereft, 

and to vvhofe decifions the whole Union is bound to fubmit. 

But there is no fuch common AiTembly to fupport the con­

nexion between G reat Britain :rnd Ireland, and to con- 

fult for the refpeftive inierefts o f both. Such a con­

nexion can never be fupported but by the decided fuperiority 

o f  the one State, arillng from fuperior ilrength and opulence, 

and tile decioed inferiority o: the other in both particulars. 

Hence it arifes, that it will always be the interefl: o f the 

ftronger to retain the weaker in its ila-te o f  inferiority ; 

and of the weaker, to ftruggle for equality at leafr, 2-nd to 

endeavour to free itfelf from fubje&ion to the other by ever/ 

poilible or feafible means. Such a connexion is always 

hollow, attended by tumult and diforders, conflantly en- 

creafing and fermenting, and at length ending in civil war 

and abfolute fubjugation ; or reparation by the interefled' 

a iM ance of fome ambitious neighbour. T h e  probable du­

rability o f  the prefent connexion between G rea t  Britain and 

Ireland cannot be fupported bv any arguments drawn from- 

the circumftance, that his M aje flv  and his Progenitors for 

three generations have enjoyed the Crown of G reat Britain , 

and the E led o ra l dignity, as Sovereign of H anover, without 

any convulfion, or probability o f  being dirturbed in the 

enjoyment o f  both ; it cannot be from thence inferred, that 

the connexion of G reat Britain and Ireland, w hich, fince 

1 7 8 2 ,  depends on their having a common Sovereign, m iy  be 
realonably expe& ed to endure without the profpcct: o f  any 

convulfive pangs of difunion or reparation. F o r  the K in g  

o f G reat Britain is not fc leâo r  ot Hanover^ bv virtut o f
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his being King of Great Britain : And the interefls of Great 
Britain and Hanover are fo completely d ift in â , that the 

Engliih Miniftry can have no neceiTïty of interfering with 
the Regency of Hanover, or its interefts, external or internal, 

nor can they ever clafh : His Majefty of Great Britain, as 
Elector o f Hanover, is a vaflal and fubje£t of the Emperor, 

and Hanover is a Province o f the German Empire, from 
which it cannot be fevered whilft the Germanic body exifts ; 

i.t never can have any further connexion with Great Britain 

than it has at prefent ; and the intercourse between the two 

countries is extremely confined, as Hanover lies on the Con­
tinent, is almoil furrounded by the other German Provinces, 

and has but a very contra&ed communication with the fea ; nor 
can there exift any caufe of diflenfion between G t. Britain and 

Hanover, confidered as a diftinft principality : and the King 

of Great Britain may ever remain a fubject o f the Empire, 

a s E Je f lo r o f  Hanover, without the interference of Great 

Britain to fupport his title to the Electorate, and without 

its being at all material to Great Britain, whether he is or is 

not Eleflor of Hanover. But every one o f thefe circum- 

ftances, is directly reverfed when the connexion between 

Great Britain and Hanover is compared with that which 

has fubfifted between Great Britain and Ireland fince the 

year 17 8 2 .
When Gentlemen infift that the fettlement between 

the two nations in 17 8 2  is final, and confequently wants 

no amendment or alteration, that it is o f itfelf fuffici- 

ent to maintain a perpetual connexion between the two 

countries, and that any further union is unneceflary; I can­
not but wonder by what arguments many of them will fup­

port their own confiftency. Gentlemen whom I have heard 
arguing with the utmoft vehemence in every feflion of Par­
liament fince that period, for the neceflîty of alterations in 
the eilabliihed Conftitution of Ireland, as well in refpeS to 

its internal provifions for the government o f the fubjeCts, as 

\\n its external regulations refpe&ing its connexion with Eng­
land,



land , which they now aflert were finally and for ever fettled

j n J 7 8 2 .__W itnefs the complaints of the inequality of the

Channel T rade'; of the exdufion from the Eaft India 1 rade ; 

o f the importation of Englilh M anufadures ; o f  the con- 

tr» a io n  o f the Colony T ra d e , and of the Woollen M anu- 
fa au re  of Ireland ;  the want o f proteaing Duties ; ot the 

interference o f the Engliih  Cabinet with Iriih  A ffa irs ; and 

of the double Cabinet ; o f the hiftory of the connexion be­

tween G reat  Britain and Ireland, being a hiftory o f oppref- 

fion and injury on the part of Britain, as well before as hnce 

the year 1 782 ; of fugacious Englilh Admin,ftrations in I r e ­

land not accountable for their condud to the Iriih Parliament ; 

o f  Ireland being involved in the w ars o f G reat  Britain , 
without being c o n f u l t e d  on the expediency of war or peace, 

or having any power to promote or obftruft either the one or 

the other ; of the incapacity o f Ireland to treat with Foreign 

S ta tes ; i t s  t o t a l  deprivation of all federative capacity : with 

a multitude of other inconveniencies, defeds and impertec- 

tions o f the feulement of 1 7 8 2 ;  and perpetual declamations 

of the neceff.ty o f Reform s, Emancipation, & c .  d ired ly  

tending to the utter fubverfion of the prefent Conttitution 

and the feulement o f 1 7 8 2 ,  yet thefe are the very  G en tle ­

men who now reft their principal argument aga.nft an in­

corporating Union on the perfedion o f the fyftem of 1 7 8 2 ,  

iufifting that all attempts further to ftrengthen the connexion 

between the two realms as fettled in 1 7 8 2 ,  and to ext.ngu.ih 

national animof.ties, are not only unneceffary, but pernicious

and dcftru ôive  to Ireland.
I will now proceed to ftate and anfwpr t e ot 1er

objeaions which I have heard urged againil an Incor­

porating Union o f the two kingdom s; as I  fliall have 

an opportunity in my progrefs o f dating , and ope o 
proving, the pofitive advantages which muft reluit lo Ireland 

from  it : and the ruin and deftruaion which w ill he the cer­

tain co n feren ces  of its re jeaion . It is firft o b jeaed , that

c the
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the independence of Ireland will be detlroyed by an Incor­

porating Union with Great Britain. I have already pretty 
fully demonftrated, that Ireland in its prefent fituation can­

not be confidered as an independent Kingdom, properly 

fpeaking: and befides if independence applied to Ireland, 
means the fubftantive Independence o f  a Kingdom, unconneóied 
with any other Nation, fa<ve by treaties o f  amity containing 

reciprocal obligations entered into between equals, and pojfejfing 

an Imperial Government within itfelf ; it is pretty plain to 

common underftandings that Ireland in that fenfe is not now 

an independent nation, for Ireland is a Province o f the Bri- 

tifli Empire. T h e  Crown o f Ireland is not an Imperial '  
Crown, it is infeparably united, annexed to,and dependent upon 

the Imperial Crown of England, (now the Imperial Crown o f 

G t. Britain), and whoever is K ing of G  t. Britain, is ipfo fa S o , 

K ing  of Ireland. Such is the language o f our Statute law, 

repeated over and over again in our Statute books unrepeal­

ed, and which never can be repealed ; becaufe his Majerty 
o f Great Britain can never give his Royal aflent to any law 

au thorin g  the fpoliation of his Royal Diadem, by tearing 

the moil valuable jewels from it, unlefs compelled by fatal 
neceifity, and the fuccefsful iflue of Rebellion, which Heaven 

avert!— but ihould it be even admitted that Ireland is an 
independent nation, how can it be inferred or proved that fhe 

would lofe her independence, or any degree o f independence 
which (he may now enjoy, by an incorporating Union with 
Great Britain ? By fuch Union fhe becomes one body with 

Great Britain, and confequently mud: enjoy equal indepen­

dence with Great Britain: they will together form one con- 
foli Jated independent Empire : rhe part of lhat Empire Weft 
of the Iriih Channel, will be as independent as thaï part of 
England South o f rhe Trent, and that part North of the 
Trent, or that part .of Great Britain North of the Tw eed ; 

and Ireland will be no more a province dependent on Eng­

land,



land, than England or Scotland are provinces dependent on , 

Ireland, or on one another. T h e  obje&ion feems to me to be 

founded on fophiftry, on this deceitful pofition, that each 
fa r t  o f  the fam e body, being dependent in fome meafure upon 

the refi o f  the body, the whole thus compofed o f  parts dependent 

an each other,  cannot be fa id  to form  one independent body> be- 

caufe it is compofed o f  dependent particles :  though whiifl: they 

adhere together they form one body detached from all others. 
T h e  Gentlemen who fupport fuch a dogma would do well 

to conilder how they can, in fuch reafoning, maintain the 

independence o f  Ire land : for by the fame argument, the 

four provinces o f Ireland being dependent each on the 

other three, the four together cannot form one independent

It is in the fécond place o b jeâed , that the fuperior num­

ber o f  Britiíh members in the Imperial Parliament, will 

give them the power o f oppreiTing Ireland, and infringing 

the conditions on which an incorporating Union may be 

concluded. '

I  admit that there muft be a power ini all States para­

mount and fupreme, that can alter or abrogate all the laws 

and regulations o f the State, for the manifeft good and ad­

vantage of the fubje&s, and e n a â  new laws for the fame 

purpofes; but fuch fupreme power is reftrained within the 

bounds o f reafon and juftice, and the prefent argument is 

founded on a prefumption of fraud and ill-faith, which the 

principles of natural law, as well as the exprefs maxims o f  

our own municipal law, forbid us to entertain. O ur own 

law tells us that fraud is not to be prefumed. W hen  K in g  

H enry V II I .  confulted the judges, then removable at the will 

o f the C row n, on the queftion whether a bill o f  attainder 

pailed againft a man by Parliament, then alfo enflaved, 

without calling on the object of it to anfwer or give him a 

tria l— would be valid ? the judges told him that fuch an a â ,

from
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from the tranfcendent power of Parliament, would be valid ; 
but they trufted that fo great and honourable a Tribunal as 
that of Parliament would never degrade itfelf, and make fo 
flagitious an ufe of their fupreme authority, as to adopt fuch 
a proceeding againft any man. And an anfwer of a fimilar 
nature might be fufficient to the prefent obje&ion, the Parlia­

ment being now independent, becaufe there is a mighty dif­
ference between power itfelf and the juft or unjuft: e i -  
ercife of it ; mid the objeâion can have no weight i f  we 

are to prefume, as by law we are direâed, that the Impe­
rial Parliament will be guided by ju ft ic e  in their proceedings. 

But there (till-remains a more powerful anfwer to the ob­
jection, and that is, that the conditions of an incorporating 
Union muft be canvafTed fully in the two Parliaments of 
Great Britain and ireland, before any Union can be effected ; 

and it is morally certain, that no conditions will be agreed 

to, which fhall not be deemed by thefe Parliaments, who 
are fuppofed to underftand the interefts o f their country, 

advantageous as well to the nations refpeâively, as to the 

empire at large. And when the two nations lhall become 

one by an incorporating Union, can it be fuppofed that the 
Imperial Parliament will ever attempt to infringe the condi­

tions promotive of the intereft, of each country in particular, 
and of the whole body in general ? Such a proceeding with 

refpeft to cither country would injure the whole body, and 
would be therefore contrary to the intereft of the infringers ; 
as it would be deflructive of the fanity and ftrength.of the 
whole human body for all the parts, the leg excepted, to 

confpire to wither the leg; therefore there can be noappre- 

henfloh of the breach of the conditions of an incorporating 
Union by the imperial Parliament, to the prejudice of Ire­

land ; ur.lefs we íhall fuppofe that the Britiih Members fhall 

all become b-ind, as well to juftice as to their own intereft.

Befides, it may be Uipulaied in the Treaty of Union, that
any
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any brcach o f the conditions ihall be deemed a diflolution 

o f  the U n io n ; as was done in the T reaty  of Union of E n g­

land and Scotland ; and experience has proved, that no 

attempt at a breach o f  the conditions of that Union was 

ever made. I  can only conceive one cafe in which the con­

ditions of an incorporating Union of G reat Britain and Ire- 

laxad m ay be altered, and that is, when all, or a very great 

m ajority of the Reprefentatives of one o f  the contraaing 

nations, {hall petition for an alteration of any of the articles 

Which peculiarly a ffeas  o»e of them, without any fpecial in- 

tereft in the other to refift fuch a change : In that cale 1 

apprehend an alteration might be juftly made, on the prin­

ciple of Volenti non J it  in juria .
It  is objeaed jd ly ,  T h a t  Ireland by an Incorporating 

Union will become fubjea to the heavy T a x e s  and Debt 

o f  G reat Britain .— T h is  objeaion  may be entirely don* 

aw ay , by inferting ftipulations in the T r e a ty  o f Union, that 

Ireland (hall be only liable to fuch portion o f the public 

burthens, as are fuitable to her means and finances. Such 

ftipulations in favour of Scotland have been inferted in the 

T re a ty  of Union between England and Scotland, and have 

never been violated.— But this objeaion is in truth founded 

on deception, for it is founded on the bafelefs aflumption, 

that Ireland, after an Incorporating Union ihall take place, 

will remain in its prefent fituation, or a worfe, in points o f 

trade, improvement and opulence. W hereas it is obvious, 

that Ireland, poflefling as fertile a foil as G reat  Britain, and 

being as advantageoufly fituated for Com m erce, when incor­

porated with that nation, muft become in time, and not at 

very remote period, equal to Great Britain , in local popu­

lation, commei ce and wealth. Her inhabitants being then on 

an e x a a  level with thofe of G reat  Britain , intermixed with 

them, and becoming one people with them, the prefent m- 

duftrious habits and purfuits of the one nation, its commerce
and



•nd m a n u c u r e s  muil be fpeedily communicated to the 
other, and become common to both : and when we con­
template the happinefs, wealth and comforts of life which 
the inhabitants o f Great Britain enjoy at prefent in a much 
fuperior degree (though liable to the prefent heavy debts and 
taxes) to the inhabitants o f Ireland, what Iriihman would 
repine, or have caufe to complain, if  the inhabitants o f 

Ireland were put on an exa < 2  level in all thefe particulars 

with the inhabitants of Great Britain ? I f  we ihall, in cafe 

ol *n Incorporating Union, have heavier taxes, they will 

be no grievances if we ihall have more ample fources o f  
wealth, a greater capacity of paying, and greater funds re­

maining to expend on our comforts and enjoyments.— I am 
aware that it has been averted by a very great and truly re­

settable authority, that the Trade of Ireland cannot and 

will not be increafed by an Incorporating Union: and it ha. 

been attempted to be proved that the Trade o f Ireland could 
not be injured by Great Britain, i f  fhe ihould defign to in­
jure ,t, for that Ireland has other and as lucrative markets 

for her commodities as Great Britain: my own want of 
Skill m commercial affairs, and my fettled opinion o f the 

ability and extenfive information of the aiTerter o f thefe 

doânnes, to me at leaft novel, induced me, after their 
publication, to confider them with great attention, to exa­
mine the documents on which they were founded, and to 
read the feveral anfwers to them which have appeared as 
well in the Engliih as the Iriih Prints, and after the very bert 
and moil mature confideration of them, I profefs I cannot 
icquiefce ,n them ; for, in the fi.ft place, as the 

tionate commerce and opulence of Great Britain vartly ex­
ceed thofe of Ireland, I cannot well conceive, when Ireland, 
fituated as Hie is, and poffefling as fertile a foil as Great B ri­

tain, fi all form one and the fame body with Great Britain 

by an Incorporating Union, that part of that body ihall

continue
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continue in  the greatefl health and vigour, and that another 

part, w ith all the vital juices in full and free circulation, 

without any obftru&ion whatfoever to impede their courfe, 

fhall remain in a debilitated and withered ftate : on the con­

trary, I am clearly o f  opinion, that the wealth and com­
merce of G reat  Britain mufl by an Union be communicated 

with Ireland, and that Ireland will thereby acquire a pro­

portionate and local equality in trade with G rea t  Britain 

and every part o f  it.— In the fécond place, I am con­

vinced that Ireland is indebted for almoft her whole 

commerce to G reat Britain ; Ihe has opened to Ireland 

the trade o f her colonies ; fhe has (hielded her principal 
manufactures, to which fhe has opened her own markets, 

with bounties, and retrained the importation of manufac­

tures o f the* fame nature from other countries by duties.—  

A t no other markets on the face o f  the globe could the ma- 

nufaftures o f Ireland be difpofed of to the fame advantage ; 

ihe affords a ready market, ready fale, and fpeedy return 

for the commodities o f  Ireland, which no other nation could 

afford, and which few would offer : nor could Irifh capitals 

fupport the fame trade with other nations, who would re­

quire longer credits. Britiih Fleets fecure the foreign com ­

merce of Ireland throughout the globe, and the hoftility o f  

G reat Britain to Ireland would at once annihilate almoft all 

Irifh commerce and manufactures j and the balance o f trade 

between G reat Britain and Ireland is much in favour o f 

the latter kingdom.

Fourthly, it is obje&ed, that the C ity  o f Dublin 

will be depopulated and injured, and its trade ruined by 

an Incorporating Union. O f  all the objections againil 

the meafure, this has the greateft weight with the rnafs 

o f  the people, and yet it is infinitely the weakeft : Such 

has been (he power of deception, that this fallacious 

argument has impofed upon and mifled the loyal Citizens of 

Dublin , who in the late atrocious Rebellion fo courageoufly
flood

T 5



flood forth the champions and the bulwarks of the Confti- 
tution in Church and State, and has fo far blinded their 
underftandings as to render them carelefs of their own 
prefervation, of their liberties and properties, and induccd 
them to permit themfelves to be made the dupe» and tools 

of the fanguinary Jacobin Traitors, who fo lately deluged 
their country with the beil Proteftant blood in the nation ; 

the Confpirators who originally planned that bloody infur- 

reSion, and the ruffians employed in the maffacres with 
which it was accompanied, and whofe carcafes juftly for­

feited to the law, have been bailej from the executioner, 

by what has been ftiled the lenity o f  Government, now 
openly and triumphantly appear, leading the deluded citizens 

to the altars of rebellion, confpiracy and fedition, there to 
enter into engagements for the fubverfion of the conftitution, 
and to affix their fignatures, at the defire of the pardoned 
and ungrateful traitors, to the manifeftoes of threatened 

and meditated infurreition. Bound as I am from general, 
and in many inftances perfonal attachment, gratitude and 
in t we ft, to promote to the extremity of my abilities the 
welfare and profperity of the city of Dublin, in which, 

though not my native place, I have been nurtured and edu­

cated from my early infancy; and which comprehends fo 
many of my clofeft and mod valued connexions, I cannot 
view with indifference this fatal delufion of majiy o f its 
mod loyal aod worthy citizens. I heartily deplore it, and 
fhall ufe my endeavours to awake them to the calls of loyalty, 

honour, fecurity and peace.
I have already, I truft, proved, that the trade and 

wealth of Ireland muft be increafed by an Union, which 
will open fources of commerce yet unknown in this country ; 

it will increafe wealth in the fame proportion, and capital 
muft increafe by the additional fecurity which the lives and 

properties of the inhabitants of Ireland will acquire by
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fuch Union ; and the c ity  o f Dublin m ail participate largely 

in the increafed commerce, wealth and capital ot the nation 

at large. Dublin is íituated abóut midway h* the Irifh 

channel. Its port, though not accelTible by (hips of as 

great burthen as that o f  Liverpool, is a much better 

port than that o f the latter place, rrtuch more eatily accet- 

fible, and ihips of three or tour hundred tons, large enough 

tor carrying on commerce to any part of the globe, m ay 

refort to it. Dublin is capable ot receiving great im prove­

ments as a commercial c ity , fufficient to leciire to it for 

ever a decided fuperiority in point ot trade over every  

other town in freland; and if  an annual ftim ih.ill be ap­

propriated out ot the treafury for compleatir.g the tw o 

canals, which communicate with it on the north and louth, 

(already far advanced) under proper regulations, lo as to 

finifli the water carriage from Dublin to the Shannon, it 

will extend into Connaught, and may be further extended 

in that province by means of the river Suck. Such an 

improvement will fecure for ever to Dublin the exclufive 

import and export trade of this ill and, in a tract o f country 

the beft in the kingdom, o f near one hundred miles broad, 

and reaching almolt from the channel to the W eftern  

Ocean. T h e  compleating thele canals, at the public ex -  

pence, may be made one o f the articles o f the Union, and 

w ill alone compenfate tenfold for any partial lofs which it 

is fuggefted that Dublin m ay fuffer by it ; tor it is not 

even pretended that the nation at large will fuffer by an 

Union in point o f com m erce; all that is attempted to be 

proved (and the proof has totally tailed) is, that Ireland 

w ill not grain in point o f trade by this meafure. Other ad­

vantages to the city o f D ublin , not prejudicial to the 

kingdom at large, may be ftipulated for in the treaty ot 

Union.
W e  are now to confider what the lofs is, that it is 

fuegefled the cif y will fuftain by an incorporating Union.

D
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' í t  is fuggefted, that many other port towns will rife in 

commerce on the ruins of that of Dublin in cafe of an 

Union. I cannot fee any reafonable ground for fuch fug- 
geftion ; but if there is any, I have already pointed out 

an effe&ual method, not only to fecure Dublin in its pre­
fent trade, but to increafe it to a degree hitherto never e x ­

perienced or hoped for.— It is next fuggefted, that Dublin
/

will decay, as well in population as trade, by its ceafing 

to be the annual place of meeting of Parliament; and 

that abfentees will be increafed, as well from Dublin as 

from the reft o f the kingdom, by an Union, which will 

therefore drain the kingdom in. general, and Dublin in 

particular, of great fums of money annually. I cannot 

think that the kingdom in general, or Dublin in particular, 
will be drained of great fams of money by the increafe of 

abfentees, which, it is fuppofed, will happen on an Union 

taking place; for I do not think that it will caufe any very 
material increafe of abfentees. Already our abfentees, and 

moil: of them of very great landed eftates, are very nume­

rous, and moil o f our nobility and confiderable gentry, 
who are reputed refidents, fpend their fummers, or a con­

fiderable part o f them, in England, either in or near Lo n ­

don, or at the feveral watering places in England. Thirty  

o f  our Peers, and one hundred of our Commoners, are to 

fit in the Imperial Parliament ; of thefe commoners, fixty- 

four are to be elected for the counties at large, eighteen 

more for cities or towns, which are alfo counties, and the 

remainder for corporate towns, confiderable for their po­
pulation and extent: fo^that almoft the whole of the Iriih 
Reprefentatives in the Commons of the Imperial Parlia­

ment, will be returned on popular elections. And all fuch 
perfons, to fecure their interefts in the counties and towns 

which they reprefent, will be obliged to fpend their fum- 

©ers (the feafons of recefs of the imperial parliaments)

among



Among their Iriili conftituents, inftead of fpending them, 

as they now do, in England» O f  the thirty Peers, who 

are to reprefent the I r i lia Peerage in the Imperial P arlia-^ I
ment, many will be fuch as at prefent fpend their whole 

time, or alinoft the whole in England ; from whence I 

inter, ihat Ireland in general will not fuffer confiderably.t 

perhaps not at all, by an Union. T h e  city o f  Dublin will 

certainly lofe the partial refidence of fome of the members 

o f parliament annually, but not o f all ; for m any perfons 

who are now members o f the Irifh parliament, fuçh as the 

whole body ot lawyers now in Parliament, and many others 

who always refide in or near Dublin, and who will not be 

o f  the number ele&ed to the Imperiul Parliament, will 

contiruie to refide in their ufiul places o f  abode. T h e  ci;ty 

\rflll alfo continus the metropolis o f  the kingdom, the i'eat 

of the court* o f  juiYtce, and o f  the viceroy ; and upon the 

whole, cannot, by m y computation, iuffer any greater an ­

nual lofs thin about fifty thouUnd pounds, perhaps lefs, 

by an union; and will certainly be a gainer o f loverai hun­

dreds o f thou fa nd s annually by the means I have fuggafted, 

and by other llipulatioi*, .in its favour, which may be in- 

for ted in the treaty o f incorporating union : And the

city of Dublin will be certainly increafed, as well in wealth 

as population, by.-fuch a meafure. Pending the treaty for 

an union between En^Uod and Sçotland, the fame if^ethods 

for infl.ruitig the inhabitants o f Edinburgh to oppqfe. that 

meafure, were adopted by a di(contented party in that 

kingdom-* as are now made life of to inflame the ci^i/.ens of 

Dublin : >^>t Edinburgh, in |efs than a century finçe tljat

union took place, |i*s been more than doubled in extqnt 

and in population : and in trade»..wealth â nd maguificerççc 

improved fc^uold. M y  argumcr^s^rtv Uiqrc£#fc 

npt bv icaloa only, but experience; and çi.t^ens o f 

U ublin  w il l  foon have good caufe to rçproUite and cx ecu te

the
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the fraudulent and fanguinary jacobinical affaíTins, by 

whom thev arc 2t prefent fo fatally milled.
It is in the fif h place obje&ed, tliat the Irifh Parliament is 

not competent to enter into and co.ncludç a treaty with the 

fitter kingdom;for an incorporating union. T h e  competency of 

the Iriíh Parliament to ftich a meafure, has been fo fully 

and ably proved by an hon. member of this Houfe, in his 
fpeech on the expediency of an union in the lad fefTion ot 

parliament, which fpcech has been fince printed ; and the 

futility and ineptitude of the objeâion fo fully expofed, 

that it is not neceflary for me to be at much trouble, in 

fcouting that phantom of forenfic quibbling inanity out 
of this Houfe. A brief examination of this doârine of in­
competency of Parliament on ths prefent occafion, may 

however not be amifs. T h e  bêft Writers an the Britiih' 

conftitution, and thofe who have wound up their ideas of 

true political liberty to the higheft tone which can confift 

with any harmony or (lability c f  Government, Mç. Locke, 

in particular, lay it down as a maxim , that each member, 
o f  the commonwealth has furrendered to the ftate, or fu- 

prème Iéfeiflative power, and vefted in it, all his rights under 

the law of nature. In the i ith chapter oh M r. L o c k e s  
treíatife on government;, is to be found the following paf- 
fage : The fupreme Ugijlative power in every commonwealth is 

the joint power óf every member o f  the fociety, given up to that 
per fin  or ajjemhly which is Ugiflator, and ii what thofe perfons had 

W a ft ate o f  mature before they entered into the fociety, and gave up 
Ü the community. A  little further on, he adds, This power, in. 

the utnioji bounds o f  it, is limited to the public good o f the fociety. 
And in the clofe of his igttt chapter he writes thus, The 

fivc tr  wh'uh every individual gave the fociety, when he entered 

ik h  i i ,  can m vdr revert to the individuals again;  as long as the 

fotiety Jafis, but w ill always remain in the community ; becaufe 

without this there can be no community, no commonwealth, wbtc



is contrer) to the original agreement. So aljo, when the S o le ly  

bath plated the Legiflative in any Ajpmbly o f men to continue in 
them and tf.eir JucccJJors w ith direction a n d  authority of providing 

Juck fiicçeffitJ> the Legiflative (which he in all places Jliies  the 

Supreme Poyuer) can nev-.r revert to the Piople w hilfl that G o­

vernment iofts: B e c a u f e  having provided a Legiflative with p o t^ r  

to continue fo r  ever, they h t w  given up their political power tQ 

the L eg ijlativey and can never refume it» Montefquieu, in the 

6th Chapter o f his n t h  Book, where he treats o f the 

Englifh Conftitution, lays it down as a maxiin : That the
Pec bit ought to have no jhare in the Government, but f a r  the 

f hoofing o f  Reprefentatives which is w ithin  their rçpcb. It if 

notorious, that a man in a (late ot nature has tud authority 

and power to join any other ns\an or fet o.t men^ and tqforrç* 

with them a community, or to conned himfelf with a com ­

munity already formed, and become a member of that com - 

m uniiy which is willing to receive him as a member, I his 

natural right each man has given up to the coro.rrçunity, and 

the Supreme Legiflative Pow er o f  the community is inverted 

with that right, and conlequently is competent to join  

any other community or commonwealth in an incorporat­

ing Union, and to bind all the lubjects of the State to that 

incorporation; and that power of the Legiflative is bounded 

only by the public good o f  the fociety, or which it is a 

better judge than tumultuous unconlVitutional and illegal 

affernblies o f  the people, and o f which, the members o f 

the Commonwealth when they elected them iheir R e p re . 

fentatives, fuppofed them to be the bell judges. M i4* 

Lo cke  publiftied his treat ife on Governm ent in the year 

1 6 9 0 ;  he had been the Secretary and Confidant o f the 

famous Earl o f  Shaftefbury ; and had been educated at 

O xford , during the dominaaon :.oî the Republican Fanar 

Ucs, and was brought up in the extrem ity of W h ig  prin­

ciples, and publiihed his W o rk  at the time civil <l'ffenftons
were
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were at the higheft, for the purpofe oT juftiiying theRe- 

volution, at that time a recent tranfaâion not compleatly 
and fully eftabliihed. One principal accufation againft 
the abdicated Family was, that they defigned to fubjugate 

the kingdom to France. T h is  defign was principally at­
tributed to Charles the Secorid, and his miniitry, and was 
one of the accufations o f Lord Shafteibury, the patron 

o f M r. Locke, againft the Court in the reign of that 
Monarch. Mr. Locke therefore in his 19th Chapter on 

the diffolution of Governments, ftates, rather too largely, 

that the alteration o f the Legijlative is a dijfoluticn o f Govern­

ment : And then fubjoins, that the delivery o f the People into 

thffubjeflion o f a foreign Power, either by the Prince , or the 

Legijlative, is certainly a change o f the Legijlativey  and fo a 
dijfolution o f the Government. In refpeci to the fir ft pofition 

o f M r. Locke, that a change of the Legiilative is a diiiclution 

o f  Government : I believe the Gentlemen who oppofe this 

meafure, will fcarcely fubicribe to the truth of it : For

they have for a feries of years been preaching on the ne- 
ceifity of a change in the Legiilative, as well by aboliih- 

ing^moft of the Boroughs, as by new-modelling the re­

mainder ; and by extending the Elective Frarahifé to 

large bodies of the People, heretofore difqualified by the 

L a w s  of the Commonwealth : Some o f  which pretended 

Reforming fchemes have fucceeded, and all which would 

mmediately operate as alterations in the Legiflative Body. 

But it is neceflary to advert to the fécond pofition of Mr. 

Locke, and to try whether the concluiion of a Treaty o f 

Incorporating Union with Great Britain by the Irifh L c -  

giflature, on terms of abfolute equality and communica­

tion of all privileges, can be deemed a delivery of the 

Iriih Nation into a fubjfeffion to a foreign Power. It is 

to be obfervëd in the firft place, that Great Britain in 

refpeft to Ireland is not a foreign  Power ; both Nations
compofe



compofe one Em pire”,' whole interefts with refpeft to aU 

other Nations is one and the lame. Secondly, the Leg illa-  
tures ot the two Nations are notdiilincl and feparate in their 

prefent condition : F o r  one branch o f the Lcgiflative, and 

the Supreme Execu tive , is one and the fame in botta 
— T h ird ly , the Irifh Legillative is not a fupreme power 

in Ireland, for the exercife o f its authority may be at ail 

times cramped and impeded by the Engliili Cabinet in 

many and moft inftances ; and it has no federative or im ­

perial authority refpe&ing foreign nations, nor has its 

Executive any fuch authority, as derived from the Irifft 

Legiflature ; and if  the Irifh L eg ifh tu re  vefted their 

whole L eg iilative  Authority in the Britiih Legillature,. 

fuch a proceeding would not amount to the fu b jeâ ion  o f  

the Irifh Nation to a foreign  Pow er, even on M r . L o ck e ’ s 

principles, and to a confequent diSolution o f Government» 

But an Incorporating Union with G reat  Britain admits o f 

no fuch interpretation, as the delivery o f the Irifh  Nation 

to fubjeftion to Great Brita in . Irifh Peers and Irifh R e -  

prefentatives of the Commons will fit in the Imperial 

Parliament with equal privileges, liberties, and immunities 

with Britiih Peers and Britifh Reprefentatives ; the fu- 

perior numbers o f the latter clafles to thofe o f the former, 

arifing from fuperior extent and opulence o f  the Britifhi 

N ation , can never, as I truft I have already proved, ope­

rate to the peculiar di fad vantage of Ireland ; there can be 

no inequality of intereft between the limbs o f  the fame 

body, and confequently no fubjedVion, unlcfs the tdue 

Subordination of all the parti o f  a body, to ferve in their 

refpe£tive functions for the general and common advan­

tage of the whole, be fubjeftton. T h e  Reprefentative 

form  oi Governm ent will be prcieryed in its purity and 

vigour, under the fame Sovereign, the fame E x ecu tiv e  ; 

and ço objection on the fcore o f  change o f  the Legiflature

CSUí̂
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can, as I apprehend, come with any degree of confiflency 

From the oppofite fide of the Houfe founded on the di- 
iiiinution, or rather annihilation o f  the Irifh Borough 
Reprefentation in the new fyflem, which Reprefentatiort 

they have fo often declaimed againit, nor from the junction 
of the Peerage and Reprefentatives of the Commons in 

both Nations in the fame Houfes, upon perfefit terms o f 

equality ; bound together by the ties of common intereft, 

to provide for the fafèty and profperity o f the whole 

Empire in general, and of each Nation in paiticular.
T h e  laft objeaion which I have heard urged againil an 

Incorporating Union, is, that Ireland will be thereby re­

duced to the condition of a dependent Province. T o  triis 

it is a full ânfwer, that Ireland by an Incorporating Union 

will become, from a really dependent Province, a part of 

the Britirti Empire, equally independent with every other 

part of i t ;  that England and Scotland arc Provinces o f 

the Britith Empire, and Ireland will be a Province no 
more dependent on any Power whatfoçver, tnan England 

and Scotland are ; all the Provinces óf an Em pire, fuch 
as the BritHTi, the very bafis of whofe Government is po­

litical Liberty, are fo far dependent, the one on the other, 
as that they are all obliged to concur in the means for 
their common prefervation, and without fuch concurrence 

they would all yield to a foreign Power ; in fuch light, 

but in no other, are they dependent, the one on the other, 

for mutual defence and fecurity : and may they ever con­

tinue in that fenfe dependent, and be for ever icdifTolubly 

united !
It is worth while now to beilow a little coniîderatïon On 

what will be the fate of Ireland, in cafe an Incorporating 
Union be rejeaed.— In the firft place it is evident, from the 

various caufes of difpute and animofity between G reat 

Britain and Ireland, now fubfifting under their prefent fyftem
of



of precarious and imperfe6t connexion, and from the 

turbulence, avarice and ambition o f fome, and jacobinical, 

anarchical revolutionary principles o f other agitators, with 

whom the country is at prefent curfed ; who have falfely af- 

fumed, and thereby debafed and degraded the title o f  P a ­

triots ; and from the bitter and malignant fpirit o f  a great 

portion o f  the lower order of our inhabitants, infpired by 

the, principles o f a gloomy, unsociable, unrelenting, fan- 

guinary fuperftition, o f  perverted religion, that the two 

Nations cannot be kept together for any confiderable time by 

their prefent frail and brittle bonds o f connexion. Sepa­

ration, therefore, or rather an attempt at feparation, from 

Britain, w ill be the certain confequence of the reje&ion o f  

this meafure. Ï will firfl affum e, that a fuccefsful attempt 

at feparation fliall be effected ; it muft, i f  at all, be efFe&ed 

by Rebellion, and the afliftance of a French a rm y : the 

civil war will wafte this unhappy Country from one extre­

m ity to the other ; and exclufive o f  the miferable (laughter 

attendant on a civil w ar, the whole moveable property o f  

the nation, and all its improvements, will be deilroyed and 

ruined, and the fuccefsful furviving rebel will have the m i- 

ierable triumph o f  fubjecting him felf and his poflerity to 

the bondage of France, and becoming a member o f  a wretch­

ed, impoverifhed, democratic Republic, which will itfelf be 

a flave to French democracy. Y e  Proteftants o f  Ireland, 

let me call your attention to what will be your lot in fuch 

an event.— N o  fuccefsful attempt at feparation can be made 

without your afïïftance and co-operation ; you are now pof- 

fefled o f  infinitely the greatefl: portion of wealth and pro­

perty, moveablç and immoveable, ot the nation ; you will 

therefore be infinitely the greateil lofers by a R ebellion, 

v. hich will be a gulph to fwallow up all property ; you muil 

aííociate yourfelvcs and be companions in arms w ith the 

hungry French  affalîîns, and murderous crew o f  United

E  Iriihmcn j
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Iriíhmen ; you do not amount to more than one-third o f 
the inhabitants of Ireland, the other two-thirds are your 

mortal enemies, as well on the fcore of your religion, 
as your riches : when you ihall have aflifted in your 

own ruin, and feparated yourfelves from Britain, and 

concurred in eilabliihing a democratic Irifh Republic; 

when you ihall be reduced to the fame equality of indigence 

which in fuch cafe mud be the lot of all ; when therefore 

perfea equality of beggary' is introduced, and the Irifh 

Nation is become the vaiTal o f France, do you expe£t that 

you will have any fecurity for your lives? W ill the d e fe n ­

dants of the Irifh murderers in 1 6 4 1 ,  who maiTacred in 

cold blood fuch multitudes of your anceilors, now double 
your numbers, and on a level with you in all other refpeds, 

and a (Tided by the fanguinary French robbers in the event of 

a fuccefsful rebellion, abitain from'their habits of murder ? 

Does their recent conilud at Scullabogue, at W extord, at 

Vinegar-hill, infpire you with hopes of fafety, when they 

ihall have you in their power? As well may the trembling 

hind, inclofed in the paws of the ravenous hungry tyger, 
hope for mercy ! T h e  pike and the ikeine will foon dif- 

patch fuch remnant of you as may furvive the horrors and 

miferies of even a fuccefsful Rebellion. And you, ye delud­

ed Citizens of Dublin, whom traitors have found means to 

detach from your true interefts, have you ever confidered 
what is to be the unavoidable fate o f your City in cafe of a 

reparation from Great Britain— which, as I have already 

dated, can never be effeded except by Rebellion and d e f ­
lation ? Even one year’ s war between Great Britain and 

Ireland would annihilate your trade, as well as the trade ot 

the whole eaftern coaft of Ireland.— T h e  naval lorce of 
Liverpool alone, which in the war before the prefent almoil 

annihilated the trade of France, would completely lock up all 

the Irifh ports in the Channel, and would not fuffe'r one
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íhip to fail in or out o f them, and in cafe o f a reparation o f 

the two Countries, as they would certainly be in a ftate of 

almoft perpetual w ar, whatever trade Ireland would enjoy,and 

it could be ve*ry little, its weftern ports would engrofs it, and 
Dublin would be effectually ruined. Such a ftate o f  fepa­

ration, e ffeâed  by a fuccefsful rebellion, would, in fa & ,  

in the fir ft place defolate the kingdom, and deftroy one half 

of its inhabitants ; and in the next place would deprive the 

whole nation o f almoft all trade, entirely prevent its reco­

very , and reduce it to, and keep it in, the moll miferable 

fituation that any nation could be poiTibly reduced to. A ll  

that 1 have here mentioned would be the inevitable confe- 

quences of a fuccefsful rebellion, and confequent leparation ;  

but what would be the e ffe as  o f  an unfuccefsful rebellion

* in the caufe o f  meditated feparation ? tor it is morally 

certain that fuch rebellion and fuch attempt would be unfuc- 

cefsful. N o  perfon who knows the fituation natural and 

political of G reat Britain and Ireland, can deny, that Ire ­

land of itfelf is unable to cope with G reat Britain  even it the 

inhabitants o f Ireland were unanimous: but it is notorious, 

in cafe a rebellion was to break out for feparation, that the 

country would be divided, and that before fuch rebellion 

could rage for one year, all the Proteftants of Ireland, that 

is almoft the whole property o f the kingdom, would find it 

their intereft to join the K in g ’ s ftandard. T h e  bloody re- 

morfelefs cruelty, and infatiable thirft for plunder, ot the reft 

o f their countrymen, would foon convince them of the ne- 

ceflity of ufing their arms againft them. T h e  pretent fee­

ble ft ate of the French M arine, and the exhaufted ftate o f 

that wretched nation in general, would deprive the rebels of 

any effeftual afliftance from that quarter. W hen the whole 

Irifh nation, (a handful o f Proteftants in the N orth  ot the 

kingdom excepted) took arms in the year 16 8 0  tn favour

of K in ?  Jam es the fecund, and the French M onarch,
L o u is
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Louis X I V .  at that time in the zenith of his glory, fent a 

French army, and an immenfe fupply of all kinds o f mili­
tary flores to their afliftance, and when his navy rode trium­

phant on the ocean, England reduced the whole kingdom to 
the moil abjed fubmiflion in two campaigns; and iimi- 
lar will be the event of any Iriih Rebellion undertaken 

in the caufe of Prparation ; but it will be attended with 

infinite calamity to the inhabitants o f Ireland of all defcrip- 

tions. W e have now our choice, whether we will ruih on 

our own ruin, or embrace with jo y  the meafure of an Incor­

porating Union, the fure pledge of national happinefs, prof- 

perity and fecurity. UnconneÊted as I am with the Govern­

ment, or its Minifters both in England and Ireland, and 
attached to it only as a good and loyal fubje£t, in fpite of 

clamour and faâion , I muft exprefs my fincere wifh that 
the nation may adopt the latter meafure. I have long fince 
made my choice ;

Non ardor Civium prava jubentium
M tnte quatit folida.

F I N I S .


