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S P E E C H ,

& c .  & c .

>d*fr©<

W h e n  the fcheme o f  U nion  was íiríl communicated to

m e in private, and great com m ercial advantages w ere

talked of, I faid w e  w anted nothing from  G reat Britain,

nor had (he any thing beneficial in her pow er to g ive us ;

w h en  the fcheme w as afterwards offered to the publick, I

repeated the fame opinion in publick, and I did not look

forward to the detail o f  the terms, as fome people did, w ith

the leaft expectation that they could hold out any thing

advantageous ; at laft they appeared, and every article they

contained told m e, that I was right ; but I  o w n , I little

cxp e& ed , that any could be devifed, fo incom petent, fo

contradictory to the identification they propofed to efta-

blifh, and fo injurious to the intereft o f  Ireland in every 
point o f  view .

I have already fpoke largely on them , and ihall therefore 
be the more b rie f  n o w .

T o  begin w ith  the article o f  contribution, I  w ill  not en ­

ter into arguments, that it is calculated on unfair, or unjuft
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ground ; though I could with eafe maintain, that it is much 

m ore againft us, than it ought to be, even on the grounds 

it red s ; and {till more largely fo, if  we compare the w ealth  

o f  the tw o kingdom s, the comparative proportion o f  w hich  

can alone (hew  theufomparative ability to pay taxes. I fay 

I w ill not enter into it, beeaufe the offer o f  it is fu ch  an 

im pofition, fuch a palpable delufion, that I am aftonifhed it 

cou ld  ever have been held out -ferioufly as a favourable ar­

rangem ent -, for it is attended w ith  provifions to deltroy it, 

before any benefit can arife from it : and be its advantages 

great or little, they muft ceafe in three years or four at the 

m oil.  Gentlemen, w ílí be furprifed at this, but I w ill prove

it clearly.

T h e  wonis- iir the 7th A rtic le  are, that i f  a t any fu tu re  

time the fcparate debts o f  each kingdom  fhall have been 

liquidated, or the value o f  their refpeFtive debts, ejlm ated  

according to the amount o f  the interejl and annuities attending 

the fa ,ne, o f  the fa ilin g  fund applicable to the reduBion thereof, 

and the period within -which the whole capital of fu ch  debts f i a l l  

appear w  Be redeemable by fuch finking fu n d , fh a ll be to each 

other in the fame proportion w ith the refpeRive contributions o f 

each kingdom refpeFtively, that is, o f  7 one-half to 1 ; then 

it {hall be com petent for the fa id  united parliament to declare 

t h a t  d l l  f u t u r e -  expence thenceforth to be incurred, together with  

the interef and charges o f all joint debts contraBed previous to 

fu ch  declaration, fh a ll be defrayed indfcriminately by equal taxes.

T h e  N ob le  Lord w ho introduced it, expreffed his lamen­

tations that the ctrcumftances o f  Great Britain and Ireland did 

'not enable us to purfite the meafure o f  identity in the revenues 

w ith equal fr ic h ie fs  as in the Scotch Union ; and that the two 

countries could not be at once incorporated fo as not to be under the 

tucejfity o f  having diflinct revenues. It were to be wilhed, he 

' faid, that there w as not an insurmountable bar to a common



fy ftè m  and a co m m o n  trea fu ry  ; fu c h ,  h o w e v e t ,  is the d ifpro- 

portion o f  the debts o f  the tw o  k in g d o m s , that a c o m m o n  

iy fte m  fo r  the prefen t is im poffib le  * .

H en ce then arofe the neceflity o f  a ratio e f  contribution ; 

th e  unequal am ount o f  the tw o  debts, occasioned diftin ft  

interefts -, and w h ile  thofe debts continue, their preflure b e­

in g  unequal, there can be no equal intereft i  and equal 

taxes .would be nnjuft. B u t  contrary to this principle, 

the A rt ic le  fays, w e ihall undergo equal taxation w h en  

thofe re fp e d iv e  debts come to bear the proportion to each 

other» w hich  is afcertained for our contribution, that is, o f

i  to 7 Í .

T h e  Britiih debt on January laft w as 361*369,604, after 

d e d u f t in g  4 2 ,9 0 5 ,3 1 6  fo r  the am ou n t redeem ed  §, and 

w h e n  the I r i ih  debt arifes to  4 8 , 1 8 2 , 6 1 2 ,  it w il l  b e  in the 

proportion  to it o f  1 to 7 *  ; b u t  the Ir iih  d eb t, as the N o b le  

L o r d  aflerts, and as a pam p h let, faid  to  be th e  fpeech o f  a 

g reat L a w  L o r d ,  d ate s  in a m in ute  ca lcu latio n , w il l  be 50 

m illion  in 1803 ; w h ic h  is in  a nearer proportio n  to 

3 6 1 ,3 6 9 ,6 0 4 ,  than I to  7 7 ;  and th erefore  in 18 0 3 , the 

■delufion w h ic h  is p laufibiy held  o u t  w i l l  vam fh  ; w e  are to  _ 

lo fe  the advantage o f  p a y in g  on e  ihare  on ly  fo r  7 * ,  and w e  

are co m m en ce  a fy fte m  o f  p a y in g  one  f o r  o n e , w h ile  the

debts are t o  co n tin u e as  1 to  7 §.

P e rh ap s  it m ay b e  fa id ,  th at th e  proportion  o f  th e  p rin ­

cipal due b y  each k in g d o m  is not th e  o n ly  criterio n , b u t  that 

the va lu e  o f  the r e fp e f t iv e  debts is t o  be e ftim ated  a cco rd ­

in g  to the am ou n t o f  the intereft and annuities  atten d in g  

th em . W e  w i l l  take it fo ,  and the refu lt  w i l l  be nearly

the fame.

The
* L ord  Caillereagh’s Speech, p. 17 , i 3.

§ N o. 4. Return by James Fifher.



I  he annual charges o f  the Britiih debt are d ated  in one 
o f  the returns on your table to have been on the « h  o f  

January ,8 0 0  above 20 m il l io n s +. W c  are tok , , ^

N o b le  L o rd , and it appears by the fame minute calculation

have m ent.oned, that the annual charge o f  the Iriih debt

w il  be 2 ,7 7 5 ,7 3 5  1804 ; w h ich  is within the proportion o f

! to 7 * o f  the Britiih  charge. So  that even on this eftimate

w e  are to com m ence the buráen o f  equal taxation w ith  G reat

Britain  in four years. But i f  w e  d e d u d  the annual charges

attendant on the debt redeemed by the finking funds, the

ntifli charge is 17  m illion s; and the proportion will

therefore be attained in lefs than three years. T h a t  is, the

proportion w ill  be attained, w henever the charges o f  the

Iriih debt (hall am ount to 2 ,2 6 9 ,0 8 6 ; but that fpeech tells

us they w ill be 2 ,43 0 ,735 in ,8 0 3 :  yet the noble Lord

ftates in d .reft  terms, that before com m on taxes can take

place, the taxes o f  G reat Britain muft be reduced by 1«

m illions a year*. H o w  is this to be reconciled; or am I 
w ro n g  m  calling it a delufion ?

Should  the N ob le  Lord urge that the value is to  be 

eftimated by  another t e f t - t h e  period at w hich  the re- 

p e d iv e  capitals íhall appear redeemable by the finking 

fun d, 1 w ill  even meet him there. T o  go  into con­

je ctu re s  on the operation o f  the finking fund is ufeiefs ; 

it  depends entirely on  the value o f  ftock at the moment

o purchafe, and there cannot be any reafonable ground 

or eft,m ating future events and their influence on flock, 

but I m ay itate that the finking fund o f  Ireland ought

to operate m ore rapidly than that o f  Britain ; for when

the B n tifli  finking fund o f  one million was created in 

178 6 , the debt was 238 m illions; and when the ir iih

U 1 00,0001. was appropriated in 179 7 , the Irifn

j  vr debt
*  l  lSS  2° 7£ ' hT J * meitf/her.

Lord Cailkreagh s Spccch, p. 2%,
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debt was 7 ,082,256^  T h e  Britiih  fund therefore w as 

part o f  the debt it was to reduce ; the Iriih was t g , and 

as to all debts incurred in each kingdom fince the eftabliih- 

xnent o f  thofe funds, the provifion in each is equal, being

i per cent, on the capital created, and the operation there­

fore m ufl be fuppofed equal. I don’ t m ention the annual 

grant o f  2 0 0 ,0 0 01. to the Britiih finking fund ; i t i s c a fu a l ,  

and w o u ld  make very  little difference as to the argum ent. 

T a k e  the matter therefore in any o f  the three v iew s, o f  

capital, annual charge or finking fund, you fee the delufion 
clearly.

T h e  Propofitions offer us a proportion o f  contribution ; 

w h ich , how ever more unfavourable to  us than it ought to 

be, is certainly better than equal ta x e s;  but it is fo 

contrived that w e  are to lofe it in three years. T h e  caufe 

w h ich  requires a contributive proportion is, the different 

preflure o f  the debts ; and yet w h en  the debts are brought 

to prefs e x a & ly  in that contributive proportion it is to ceafe, 

as i f  no debt exifted, and confequently there was no preflure.

I  was m uch at a lofs to account for the anxiety m anifeit- 

ed this feflion to ftate our debt at a higher nominal am ount 

than heretofore, and to raife it  from 19 to 25 m illion 

w ith ou t encreafing either the a ftu a l am ount or the a & u a l 

charge. W e  m ay n o w  form  a guefs at the reafon ; it tend- 

ed to accelerate the period o f  taking from  us all benefit o f  

proportional contribution, and o f  m aking us fu b je ft  to 

com m on taxation w ith  Britain \ and the mode o f  borrow ing 

the w hole o f  the fupply this year (for the n ew  taxes only 

pay the intereft) tends materially to quicken our fpeed to­
ward this period.

In fhort, the w h ole  is a grofs deception, unintentional I 

v  ill fuppofe in the noble L o rd , (for I don’ t mean to charge 

him w ith  deception) but the effect is equally prejudicial,

and
t  Sir George Shec’s return. C.



6
and t h e  reafoning is curious *, the favourable proportion 

is given to us, as I have faid, on account o f  the 

com parative greatnefs o f  the Britiih debt— w e  ow e only 

25 m illion, they ow e 3 6 1 — but w hen w e  (hall o w e  5 0 , 

and they not above 3 4 0 , w e  are to lofe the benefit. W e  

cannot bear equal taxation n o w , but w hen w e  double our 

debt in three years, w e {hall be richer and more adequate 

to fupport it. O u r  increafe o f  poverty and their increafe 

o f  w ealth , are to bring us to  an equality o f  condition, fo as 

to bear an equality o f  taxes contrary to all reafon.— W e  are 

to encreafe our incum brances in order to enjoy the full 

burden o f  equal taxation w ith  Britain, and the period fixed 

on for our undertaking this burden is to be the m om ent o f  

encreafed feparate debt and encreafed feparate taxes in 

Ireland, w hen both our debts and taxes ihall be doubled.

T o  talk therefore o f  the juftice  01* injuftice o f  the con­

tributive proportion, w ould be an idle w afte  o f  tim e—  

and the M inifter feems to think it w ould be as idle to atttend 

to it ,  for unfairly as I believe it is calculated, unable as he 

has faid w e  arc, to go on without being bankrupt, w h ich  

he tells us w e  muft be * he has called on us this very feflion, 

to b orrow  4 Í  million for the fupplies o f  the year, w hen 

Britain borrow s only 21 \ million, and we have voted taxes to 

nearly 3 0 0 ,0 0 0 !.— w hile  ihe impofes only 350 ,0 0 0 !.— w e 

borrow  more than {  o f  what ihe does, and we create a new  

revenue o f  almoft * o f  her w hole additional taxes. I f  the 

kingdom  is unequal to this exertion, i f  it fo far exceeds the 

proportion w h ich  he admits w e ought to contribute, w h y  

does he prefs us to it ? w h y  does he allow  our zeal to grant 

fo largely beyond our means, beyond our proportion o f  

imperial expence ?

W e  w ill next exam ine the queition o f  Commerce— W h ic h  

th e  R ig h t  H on. Gentlem an near the N ob le  L ord  begins by
2 comparifon



a com parifon  w ith  the arrangem ent o f  178 5 , and introduces 

by  a fuppofed advantage w h ich  his firft refolution gives 

and w hich  was omitted in 178 5 . It is in the article  o f  l r e a -  

ties, the words are, “  and that in all treaties math by his M n -  

je jly , his heirs and fucce/ors, -with any foreign power, his 

M a je jljs  fubjeEls o f  Ireland fh a ll have the fam e privileges 

end been the fam e footing as his Majefly" s fubjecls o f  Great 

B r i t a i n B u t does he forget that this country not only 

claim ed but had its right acknow ledged to a full par­

ticipation o f  foreign treaties before 1785 ?— H e  know s 

the M ethuen treaty in 170 3, it admits into P o rtu ga l the 

w oollen  cloths and the reft o f  the w oollen  m anufactures o f  

the Britons— Lanas et lanificia Britannorum. B u t  fome 

tim e, previous to 178 2 , the Portuguefe C o u rt  refufed to 

admit Iriih W o o lle n s , and this houfe voted an addrefs to his 

Majefty on the fubjea, on 7 th Feb. .7 8 2 *  w h ich  paffed 

Nem. Con. and his M ajefty  replied on the 5th M arch , echo-
• ing

* Foundw t our claims upon the fa ith  o f  treaties, and defirous
t o  promote all the reciprocal advantages o f  c o m m e r c e  between
this country and the fubjefts o f  your Majefty s ancient and faith­
ful a l l y  the Queen o f  Portugal, we confidered that kingdom, in 
our commercial regulations, as the moft favoured ^ t io n ,  and by 
A f t s o f  Parliament gave to the wines o f  Portugal that *dva,?tag
over the wines o f  Fiance in the ,mpofit.on o f duties, which is de-
fcribed in the treaty o f  170 3, exped ing from the juftice o f  the 
couit o f  Portugal, that woollen manufactures fent from this ki e- 
dom, would in confeqnence have the f a m e  adm.ffion which is given 

to thofe imported there from Great Britain.
W e  relied this moft reafonable expedation, not only on the 

conflruS'wn o f  the treaty above mentioned, but on the letter am [pin  
t f  many ancient treaties made between your Majefty s royal pre- 
deceffors and the Crown of Portugal, and we hoped lor a common 
participation with lus Majefty’s fu b je ih  o f Great Bnta.n in every 
branch o f  commerce with Portugal, which till now has ne.er been

denied to us in that kingdom. f
W it h  much furprife therefore we have heard that the en ry

our woollen manufaftures and printed linens had met with fome 

«bftruftion at the port o f  Liibon. Neverthelefs,

V
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k c l  ■”‘1 acknon-^ dging the r ig h t.t . H e  w as unable 

h o . e . e r ,  procure , he acquitfcen cc poH

. 1»  H oufe b ,  laying a prohibitory d „ ,y  on th d r  w i„ £

brought that cour, to reafonj. Th is feparate I , ilh Parliament

íh ew ed

Of this kingdom .nay demand, nor wo ,Id t ' t h «  Ï Î \ ” g  *  
M aje ily ’s attention by an Addrefs n p o l  the fub 1 f t  b Í  f  ^  
now to underiland that it is the Hetrrmin r ---- , we are

fo»r U

when the c,"U„ h ÿ  « Í w”  £  Z S ' X “  P“ “ li" '1|r f° ’
intercourfe with fo many other liâtes P ^  ° Ur Comme™ l

;.hs  t™:7S.risL * •** « «
ways « I S ' " '  .h e“  e ^ S  ‘t f  í  * * * *  C ° " " “ S' *  
o b L e d  » t „  alartn aoti concern the

upon th . i n p o S „ f f S e 7 ™ ^ t ‘  ■" h"
open the eves o f  L  , l ; h« «nremitted endeavours to

flbjljllng i l ween i T Z f c r  n0t Í  t0 trU‘J enfC °f  th‘  treaUa’
her real inteTe^  ■ T " W’ but t0 a ->uil “ ^Handing- o f

j . r ' . : r P" i ’3 ; r c '0" %  “ c~ p ,“ 1 b>' h“  c ° " “ -

*hat a t e f e r  a ' j S ™ | ‘ d ú V o 'f  Ï S " ' » " ton h'1 '!



ihewed its p ow er to vindicate the rights o f  Ireland to fo ­

reign treaties ; and it w ould  have been idle in a com m ercial 

arrangement betw een us and Britain only, to have inferted 

a claim w hich  Britain  acknow ledged, and, to fupport w hich , 

w e had proved ourfelves adequate. T h e  Gentlem an is 

certainly w ife  in m ferting it n o w  ; becaufe as his o b j e a  is to 

take aw ay the Irifh Parliam ent, he takes aw ay our fecurity 

for that right, and ought to offer us fome other.

N eed  I mention the treaty w ith  France ; w as there any 

doubt w e had a right to participate in it ? D id  he even in­

f i n i t e  a fufpicion w e had not? but he adverts again fo 

pointedly to 178 5 , and the fliare I took in the tranfaclions

o that year, that I m uft be excufcd  for going back to it, 

and follow ing him  in his comparifon o f  the Propofitions 
brought forward then and n o w .

I w ill  begin w ith  the fourth article o f  that vear ; it is in 

the fo llow in g w o rd s :  “  Refolved, that it  is the opinion o f  this 

ommittee, that in a ll cafes where the duties on articles o f  growth 

produit or manufaElure o f either country, are different on the 

importation into the other, it would be expedient, that theyfhould 

be reduced in the kingdom, where they are highejl, to the amount

payable in  the other; and that a ll fu ck  articles Jbould be expor­
table from  the kingdom into which they Jtm ll be imported as fr e e  

from  duty as th efm ila r  commodities or home manufacture o f  the 

fam e kingdom s T h e  o b je ft  o f  that fyftem was to a m a n d e  

t e import o f  articles o f  the grow th , p rod u ft  or m anufac­

ture, o f  each kingdom into the other, on the duties as they 

ood in Ireland ; fo that every p ro te a io n  w h ich  thofe

duties

d u V Z e i r r r  quant:ty- The
p L u l n l 1  f ° t ° n ^  th‘  gOCds ° f  IreIand fl>all  ^  admit,ed u,o
moT/y L  ^ Z  tTCaT r : 3nd 10 bc Paid dow" ^  ™ dV
v. 2 1 ,  p. 3 ,7 *  3ny dlfcount allowance.” Comm. Jourii»'
» .  2 2 ,  p .  3 d ,
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IO
duties gave to Iriih m anufacture was to remain -, and thofe 

propofitions guarded againit future commercial hoftility, 

b y  providing againit future prohibitions or encreafe o f  

duties on m utual im port or export * .

Com pare his Propofition n o w , u  T h a t  all articles o f  the

g ro w th , produce or m an ufa& ure o f  either kingdom (not 

“  herein after enum erated as fubjeCt to fpecific duties) 

“  {hall from  hence be imported into one country from, the 

“  o ther, fr e e  o f  duty, other than the countervailing duty 

“  in fchedule i ,  except the enumerated articles, which

ii are to pay i o  per Cent. on the true value, and woollen 

“  m anufacture, fait, bops and coals, w h ich  are to pay 

u  the prefent duties in Ireland for ever.”  I t  lowers every 

duty w h ich  has operated as a protecting one, i f  it be 

above 10 per cent, to i o  per cent, and totally removes all 

that are under that rate, and fome that are above i t ;  it 

leaves all the many articles o f  import from Britain duty free, 

except the 1 8 w h ich  it enumerates.

N e e d  I fay more to ih ew  the difference o f  the tw o  plans, 

or to prove that I did then take care to preferve for the

manufactures

* Refolved, 6. T h a t  in order to give permanency to the feule­
ments now intended to be eitabliihed, it is neceflary that no pro­
hibition or new additional duty ihould be hereafter impofed in 
either kingdom on the importation o f  any article o f  the growth, 
produce or manufacture o f  the other, except fuch additional duties 
as maybe requifite to balance duties on internal confumption.

Refolved, 7. T h a t  for the fame purpofe, it is neceflary further 
that no prohibition, or new additional duties fhould be hereafter 
impofed in cither kingdom on the export o f  any article o f  
native growth, produCt or manufacture to the other, except fuch 
as either kingdom may deem expedient, from time to time, on 
corn, meal, malt, flower, bifcuit, and except where there now 
cxifts any prohibition which is not reciprocal, or any duty which 
is not equal in both kingdoms, in every which cafe the prohibi­
tion may be made reciprocal, or the duties raifed fo as to make 
them equal. Comm. Journ. V . 22. P .  234.



m anufactures o f  Ireland fuch protection as the cx ii l in g  

duties then gave them , and that his refolution either takes 

them  aw ay or reduces them  ?

B u t  he fays, the bill (w hich  was only once read, and not 

tw ice, as he ftates) differs from the r'efolutions, and re­

duces all duties to 10 per cent.

T h e  reading it is the b e d  anfwer “  A n d  be it declar- 

tc ed by the authority aforefaid, T h a t  it (hall be held and 

“  adjudged to be a fundamental and eflential condition o f  

“  the prefent fettlem ent, that in all cafes in w h ich  there is 

a difference betw een the duties on articles o f  the g ro w th , 

produce or m an ufa& ure o f  G re a t  Britain, w hen im port- 

«  ed into Ireland -, and the duties on the fame articles o f  

“  the grow th , produce or m anufacture o f  Ireland, w h en  

«  imported into G reat B rita in , the duties on fuch articles 

“  ihould be reduced in the kingdom  w h ere they are h ig h efl  

"  to an amount not exceeding the duties w h ich  w ere pay- 

“  able in the other on the 17th  day o f  M a y  1782 ; fo that 

“  in every cafe in w h ich  any article w as charged w ith  a 

i( duty on importation into Ireland o f  10 1. 10 s. per ceil- 

“  turn or upwards on the 17th  day o f  M a y  17 8 2 , the 

«  amount o f  the faid duties fo reduced /ball not be kfs than 

<c the fa id  duty o f  10 1. 10 s. per centum ; and that all arti- 

cles w h ich  are n o w  importable duty free into either 

“  kingdom  from  the other, (hall hereafter be im ported du- 

“  ty free into each kingdom  from the other refpe£tively.M

Is there a line in it reducing duties to 10 or 10-y per cent,

except not lejs than io4- per cent, means i o f  per cent. ? and

I call on you to obferve that though he ftates there w as a

pofitive reduction en afted  in the bill, (the cafe is not fo) the

arrangement is left open, and no duty is enafted  *, limitations

only are prefcribed, to fecure againit a low er fUm than 1 oh
per

1 1



12
p ercen t,  and there is no provifion to require the reducing it. 
l i e  know s the hiftory o f  that clauie in the bill'; it was in i  

ferted in E ngland, on account o f  callico only, the duty 

on w hich  I alw ays contended w as chargeable, as it ft00d 
in 178 5 , by the old law  ; though to put an end to doubt, I 
had inferted it am ong the duties o f  178 3 , and he knows that 

1 never changed m y mind on the fu b je d  -, but be it what it 
m ay on C alh co , he cannot forget that the duty inferted 

in 178 3, on M uilins, was a very old one am ounting to 

from  30 to 5 e  per cent, and that it w ould  have continued 

under tne refolution and bill. H o w  then can the R ig h t  

H o n . G entlem an fay, the bill took a w ay  the mullin duties, 

and if  it did not, w h y  fliould he take them  aw ay now  ?

H e  fays further, that the fy ilem  o f  1785 did not fecure 

to us articles o f  Britiih G r o w th  duty free, but he forgets 

the 7th refolution, and that Coals, T in ,  Bark, R ockfa lt  

and H op s, w ere then duty free on export from Britain, and 

o f  courfe w ere to continue fo. R a w  w ool I acknow ledge 

v/as not, but or that I ihall fay more prefently.

I w ill firft go through a few  o f  the imports a ffed ed  by his 

propofitions. Beer  is to come in duty free, except fo far as 

w ill countervail the charge on the malt and hops ufed in our 

B rew ery, but the duties now exifting on im port o f  Britifli 

beer afford a p ro te d io n  beyond w hat w ould be countervail, 

ing, and of cburfe for fo m uch are an advantage to the Irifli 

Brewers. W e  all kn ow  that the encouragem ent o f  the 

B rew eries has long been a favorite o b je d  w-ith this H oufe, 

and to ihew  that they have thriven under its care, let 

m e tell you, that the avernge import o f  Beer for 5 years, 

ending M arch 179 4 , was 1 0 6 ,1 1 9 ,  Barrels, for 5 years to 

i'larch  I 799j 5 4 ) ^ 3 ,  and for the year to M arch 1799, 

-.5,178 only, not one-half o f  the 5 years average in w hich  

i r ' s ia c luc-ed. H ere  is a manifeit good e f fe d ,  from our re­

gulations



r

gulations and duties, and is it fafe, w ife  or prudent to tam ­

per with them and w ithout any fufficient com m ercial or 

revenue confideration to interrupt theirfuture good effetts, 

by  taking o ff  w hatever p to te û io n  their operation on import­
ed beer affords ?

B u t the R i g h t  H o n . G entlem en fays, this article o f  the 

Union is beneficial to Ireland\ w ho elfe w ill fay fo ? W i l l  

the Bookfeller, the Book-hinder, the Printer, the Paper-maker, 

the Stationer, acknow ledge it to be fo w hen all the articles 

w h ich  give to them  profit and to their Irifh workmen# 

livelihood, are to be fupplied from  Britain, freed from  

the prefent duties? bound books are now  f u b j e â  to 12I. 

14s. id .  per cent. C an  the Iriih  binder expe£i em ploym ent, 

w h en  they are to be imported free o f  duty ?

T h e  duties on Copper wrought, Cutlery, Hofiery o f  Silk and 

Cotton, Silk and IPorJled, and in the piece are to fall from 12I. 

14s. id . to 10 per cent. So  on H ardw are, and w ill the m any 

m anufacturers o f  thefe goods fay, this proportion is beneficial 

to Ireland ? Floor Oil-cloth, w hich  is almoft a n ew  fabric, 

here, is to be free, though n o w  fu b je ft  to 12I. 14s. id .  

per cent. Sjhtiltsfilk and Cotton mixed manufacturers, Silk 

and IVorJied D itto, Soap, Upbol/Iery-ware, JVood-ware, and 

a llfmal I articles are to be alfo duty free, though now  fu b je d  

to 12I. 14s. id .  per cent. Blankets pay 2s. 4d. each, they 

are to be free, unlefs they are included as woollen m anufac­

tory, Carpeting in like manner w hich is to be fu b je ft  to 12U 

14s. id .  per cent, and will be free unlefs it is included aifo. 

W i l l  the perfons concerned in w orking thofe fabrics here 
fay, this article is beneficial ?

H ats are now  fubjeft: to 2s. 4d. each, i f  made o f  w ool, 

and to n s .  8d. i f  made o f  beaver— the 2s. 4d. is prohibitory 

upon the cheap fort, and even operates on a 14s. hat as

1 3 1 per
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13 L per cent, a duty very inefficient to extend the manu­

factu re , as the im port (hews, for the average o f  five years to 

1 7 9 4 ,  was 6 3 5 5 , o f  five years to 179 9 , was 9111 y an  ̂ the 

im port o f  the laft year was 12 ,8 59 — what then m u d  be the 

effeCt o f  reducing the d u ty  ?

Sadlery ought peculiarly to be encouraged in a country 

w h ich  has more hides than can be m anufactured— the ave­

rage o f  the firft five years im port w as 1 ,76 11 .,  o f  the laft 

3 ,14 71.,  and the value im ported in the year 17 9 9 ,was 5,3471. 

— it is evident therefore, that the duty is not too high to 

prevent im port \ and w hen the R ig h t  H on. G entlem an 

attributes the encreale to the m ilitary accoutrem ents, he is 

right, but he forgets it is probable that ih e  import w ould  

have been m uch larger and the m anufacture o f  courfe have 

decreafed, had his charge theory o f  duties taken place. 

W i l l  the H atters then, or will jh e  Sadlers tell the gentle­

man that this article o f  his is beneficial to Ireland ?

Glafs has been already explained, 30,000 doze# o f  green 

bottles have found their way into Ireland lait year, not- 

w ith ilan din g  the prefent duties, the evidence before the 

com m ittee {hews the difficulties the m anufacture has to 

f lruggle  w ith , and that the duties, w h ich  you now  are called 

on to reduce, have alone kept it  within your land. In 

the window glafs on an accidental floppage o f  one or tw o 

houfes for neceilary repairs, the Britiih glafs rofe, and it 

fell w hen they com m enced work again.

I w o n 't  w eary the Com m ittee w ith  going through the whole 

m ournful catalogue, but o f  all the manufactures, to be af­

fected by this pernicious meafure, the Cotton is the one o f  

moit confequence,and fatally is the one m oil injured ; for  the 

reduction o f  the duty is tantamount to its annihilation, as it

has thriven only under the protection o f  that duty. Its annual
value



value is fuppofcd to  be three-fourths o f  a million. T h irteen  

mills for fpinning w arp and many faCtories have beenbuilt,and 

all this eftabliihment w h ich  gives m uch w ealth and em ploy­

m ent, and promifes m ore, is to be deftroyed. W i l l  the 

owners o f  thofe m ills, w il l  the 100,000 fouls turned out 

o f  w ork  by this article, fay it is beneficial to Ireland ? B ut 

fuppofing the C otton  m anufacture ought to be defiroyed, 

can it not be done w ithout the additional m ifch ief o f  L e -  

giflative U n io n ?  w h y  make one evil wait for the o th e r?

T h e  R ig h t  H o n . G entlem an h im felf  acknowledges the 

injury o f  his propofition by altering it, fo as to give a refpite 

from  the death fentence for a fe w  ye ars;  this m ay ferve the 

perfons n o w  in trade, by giv ing them leave gradually to 

w ithdraw  their capitals, but all others w ill be deterred 

from  entering into a m anufacture w h ich  is doomed to linger 

gradually.

I f  you w iih  to fee the e ffe it  o f  D u ties , you  have it in 

this article o f  C otton — plain cottons, fuch as fuftians, & c .  

are fu b je ft  only to 12I. 14s. id .  per cent, from  Britain, 

and their import is great itill— but muilin, callico, and 

printed goods, being fubjeCt to from  30 to' 50 per cent, 

very little o f  them  is im ported, and 700,0001. w o rth  is 

'  made in the year, w ith in  the kingdom.

Cotton Stockings are in general ufe, and notwithftanding 

the prefent duty o f  12I. 14s. id .  the average o f  the laft five 

years import exceeds that o f  the preceding period, S e c v  

328,242 pair in the latter, 222,778  in the former.

«
A s  to O ld Drapery. O u r  import o f  it has increafed ex- 

eedingly, fc. from  an average o f  690,737 yards in the 

firft five years, to one o f  1,0 27,40 4 on the laft five,
ending
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ending 1 799 and even in the year i j 9 9 , the im part ' 

w as 1 ,2 6 9 ,8 5 7 , exceeding the average a-fifth. It is 

evident therefore that our fupply 0f  this m a n u fa d u r e  

from  B rita in , has rifen m oil rapidly, and as there is 

to be no change o f  duty on it, the Britifh raw  w ool is 

offered to us duty free, to check its increafe. I (hewed 

you form erly, h ow  in e ffe d u a l the offer muft be, for e x ­

tending the m a n u fa d u r e  here ; but the R ig h t  H on. G e n -  

tleman tells you, that notw ithftanding its great bulk, the 

freight o f  it w ill  not be expenfive, becaufe fm ugglers carry 

it. H e  cannot mean, from E ngland h ith e r ;  there is no 

fuch p r a d ic e ,  and i f  he means from  either country to 

France, I (hould doubt the f a d  ; let m e h ow ever remind 

him , that w hile one pack o f  B ritiih  w ool ferves to 

work up tw o o f  French, it is worth the Frenchm an's 
w hile  'to pay exceffive freight for it.

S ir, it has been o f  late a fafhionable f lu dy o f  gentlem en 

on the oppofite fide, to ranfack all the fpeeches that ever 

have been attributed to me in print, and to hunt them for 

inconfiftencies with m y prefent opinions. T h e y  are w e l­

com e, they will find none ; a lthough i f  they did, they 

ough t to make an allowance for change o f  time, alteration 

o f  circum ftance in 15 years, or even the e f fe d  o f  m y 

having had fo m any years additional exp erien ce; but I  

defire no fuch allowance. I  never have feen a fpeech 

printed for me in 178 5, w h ich  I w ould difclaim , and I 

avow  all that the R ig h t  H on . G entlem an has now  read ;

I f  he fay s I was fatisfied w ith  few er advantages in 178 5, 

than are now  propofed, (the reverfe o f  w hich is the f a d ) ,  

let him rem em ber, that w e  gave up no Conftitution in 

*785* w e  retained our Parliam ent, and now  w e are to ex­

port it ; this is a difference between the tw o fyftems w h ich  

would at once deflroy  all charge o f  inconfiftence.

One



One remark prefTes fo ftrongly here, that I mu ft urge it par­

ticularly to your attention. T h e  gentleman fays the fyftem  o f  

178 5, i f  adopted, w ould  not have anfw ered, and would re­

quire alteration n o w , yet it was then the beft that the united 

wifdom o f  the men em ployed in both kingdom s could de- 

vife, and he fupported it warm ly. L e t  him apply this ob- 

fervation to the prefent one that he propofes ; has he any 

reafon to believe it more perfeCt or more lafting ? or can 

he fay it is made w ith  more wifdom ? and i f  not, this 

fyftem  o f  his w ill,  by the fame reafoning, require altera­

tion hereafter, and yet it enacts an eternal bar to any 

am endm ent, by deftroying one o f  the contracting parties ; 

there is therefore this m anifeil advantage in the one o f  

17 8 5 , that it kept the Parliam ent to revife and cure its 

errors 5 and this one demolifhes the Parliam ent, and is 

irrevocable, be its errors ever fo abundant !

But he charges me with fupporting a fyftem  o f  protect­

ing duties now , though I oppofed them form erly, and I 

reply, it is an unfounded charge, I fupport no fyftem o f 

duties now , w hich  I did not then.

O n e great objeCl in 1785, was to prevent new  duties on 

the intercourfe betw een the kingdoms, and at the fame tim e 

to preferve all w hich  exifted at the time jn Ireland, under 

the faith o f  w hich manufactures had been eftablifhed here, 

and capitals veiled ; their continuance agreed perfectly  

with the fpirft o f  the whole arrangement, w hich  was to 

leave all the m anufactures o f  Ireland and all the imports 

into it from Britain in Jlatu quo> as to duties and their ope­

ration.

•  %  X

T h e r e  is a confederation, and a very* fe*ious one on 

this part o f  the fubjeCt, w hich  I requeft the particular at­

tention o f  the committee to ; and w h ich  makes the en-

D  eouragem ent
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couragem ent o f  m anufactures more neceflary in this 

K in gd om  than in any other, and m oil particularly fo at 

the prefent time.

W e  have large drains o f  m oney w hich require a large 

balance o f  trade to fupply them. T h e  annual one o f  ab- 

fentees was com puted by M r. P itt  at a million, by others 

w ith  more probability at tw o  millions. T h e re  is alfo another 

abfentee lately created, one, whom we can neither tax nor 

bring home ; the intereft and charges on the publicly loans 

from  England am ounting already to 725,000 a-year. T h e fc  

tw o  drains make 2,725,000 a-year, and to countervail them, 

w e can only look to the general ballance o f  trade on our 

favour, w hich  no account makes 2,000,000, and I believe 

800,c o o  is m uch nearer the truth \ but be it w hat it may, 

it undoubtedly is very inadequate, for though it has been 

aiftfted by Joans from  England o f  3 millions laft year and 3Î. 

millions in the tw o preceding years, exchange lias been 

uniform ly and highly againit us, varying from  4 to 6 per 

cent above par.

G entlem en more converfant in the abftrufe fubjeCt o f  ex­

change m ay explain w hether any other caufes have contri­

buted to produce this high rate ; I w on’ t prefume to fay they 

have not, perhaps the pow er, w h ich  the Britiih Loans gave 

to public offices to interfere w ith  the ufual efFeCt o f  mer­

cantile tranfaCtions, may have been o n e ;  but be the caufes 

m an y or fe w , thefe ferious reflections naturally fuggeit 

themfelves ; what w ould have been the diftrefsful fituation 

o f  our m onied intercourfe with Britain, and whether the 

neceflary remittances could have been made to her, i f  thofe 

Britiih Loans had not come in aid ? H o w  are they to be made 

hereafter, i f  Britiih  L oan s ihall ceafe ? A n d  whether the 

reforting regularly to fuch  Loans, though it gives a tem po­

rary aid to remittance, w ill not in the end prove ruinous, by

annually



annually increafing the evil, in encreafing the fum to be re­

mitted ? T o  me, the p r o fp e d  feem svery  alarm ing, and the 

propofed U n io n ,  by increafing Ablentees, and fupplying 

thofe w h o  go' to E ngland for a time only, with B'ritifh 

cloathing, Britiih furniture and Britiih m anufacture ; 

makes that p r o fp e d  ilill more gloomy.

B u t,  i f  by difcouraging our ow n  m a n u fa d u res , as the 

propofed change o f  duties certainly w ill do, we are to add 

a further drain o f  three quarters o f  a million foT Britiih  cot­

ton goods, and perhaps a quarter o f  a million more for 

other articles, w hich  w e n o w  m anufacture, the remittances 

w ill become more and more embarrafled, fo as to be foon 

im p r a t ic a b le ,  and the abfentees w ill fee too late, that in 

n e g le d in g t o  fupport the Iriih m an u fad u u res , they are tax­

ing their o w n  rents, and underm ining their ow n prop erty; 

the minifter alfo will fee too late, that he is demoliíliin^ 

the fources o f  revenue ; and the Engliili m anufacturers 

w h o  now  fupply a large fhare o f  the confum ption o f  this 

kingdom , w ill  find that confumption fail them , for 

w ant o f  a means in us to pay.

O f  all countries therefore, it is m oil the intereil o f  Ire­

land, from  its peculiar drain through abfentees and public 

debt, to prevent a further encreafe o f  drain, jJirough im­

ported m an u fad u re, and to encourage every fabrick at home 

w hich  can fave import ; further, it is particularly fo at this 

inftant, when the meafure propofed m u d  increafe the ab- 

fentee drains, and the neceflity o f  borrow ing in England

muft add ilill more tcrtheni.
ù

N o  U n io n , no- paper agreement w ill c\ire the evil, ot 

change the balance ; remitting lefs is the oniy means, and 

that mufl be efFeded by the return o f  abfentees or by increa- 

fing the home m a n u fa d u r e .  B ut the abfentee w o n ’ t return, 

and therefore our ®nly refource is in the home mnautau 

ture.
In
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l a  commerce then we clearly gain nothing, and loje muck , 

let us now  exam ine R even u e ; the offer o f  one million a 

year in w ar and h a lf  a million in peace is too grofs an im- 

pofition on our u n d em an d in g  to be believed ; the attempt 

to delude us w ith  the advantage o f  our contributing to g e ­

neral expences in the proportionof only i to 7 one-half,w hich 

I have expofed fu lly , was cloaked w ith  fome degree o f  

plaufibility, but this is brought forward without any cover­

in g  to conceal its im poilure ; can any man, w ho appeals 

to his ow n reafon, think it poflible, a U n io n  can give G reat 

Britain the means o f  paying it, or that ihe would make fuch 

a facrifice without a fcheme o f  renumeration ? D oes the 

noble L o r d ’s c o n d u it  ju it i fy  his affertion ? look at the fop , 

plies o f  this year -, England, as I have ftated, raifes tw enty- 

one million by loan, and 350,0001. new  taxes, Ireland four 

and a h a lf  million by loan, and 290,000). new  taxes. I f  the 

abilities o f  the tw o countries are in his favourite ratio o f  1 to 

7 and a half, w h y does he call on us, to exceed the proportion 

o f  our abilities ? is it for England to fave fo m uch o f  her 

proportion ? or does he mean to avow , that England is 

not equally interefted n o w , 2,5 ihe h^s ever been, in pre-

ferving us to the Em pire, whether our Parliam ent be fur-
rendered to her or not ?

L e t  us exam ine our expences, their great ipcreafe is in 

the military. I f  our prefent im m enfe military eitabliih- 

m ent be for imperialpurpofes only, it m ult continue after 

the U n io n , and there is no reafon w hy G reat Britain ihould 

not pay us the million now  as well as then. I f  jt be kept to 

prevent invafioii o f  this kingdom, and thereby fecure G reat 

Britain in the point w here the minifter fays ihe is m oil 

v u ln e r a b le ,  w h y  don’t ihe com e forward now with the 

m oney, and acknow ledge her neceffity for the forces which 

are to fave her from being wounded through our fides ? 

i ’i either cafe ihe Ins no occafion to wait, nor is there 

any juftice in her waiting for a U n ion .

But
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B ut i f  this extended m ilitary fyftem , is folely continued 

for its only other avowed purpofe, to guard, our internal 

Jiate,  I would fay to the N ob le  L ord , ref.ore tranquillity to 

j/Sy and then your army w ill be unnecejfary ; he fays his 

U n ion  will do it, but has he any reafon to think fo ? does he 

find the country g ro w  fatisfied with the m eafure ? does he 

fee a love o f  the U n io n  gain ground ? or does he find any 

fpecies o f  tranquillity enfue from the difcuflion ? on the 

contrary, does he not k n ow , it is daily more nd more re­

probated, from one end o f  the kingdom to the other ? that a 

general difcontent at its being renewed and propofed againil 

the fenfe o f  the nation, is agitating the w hole kingdom ? 

that thefe difcontents are increafed by the d e ftru â io n  it 

forebodes to many m anufa& ures, w h ich  now  em ploy thou- 

fands o f  our inhabitants, and thoufands o f  capital; all w hich  

inhabitants m ud be fet adrift, and all w hich  capital m ufl be 

loft to the proprietors, i f  the meafure be perfevcred in.

L e t  the N oble Lord put thefe queflions feriouily to him- 

fe lf  in private, and let him obey the anfw er w h ich  his own 

heart and his underftanding will give them. W h e n  I bid 

the N oble L ord  reftore tranquillity, I do it, becaufe he has 

the means o f  tranquillity in his pow er ; let him withdraw  

the meafure, and tranquillity w ill fo llow  ; it is his meafure, 

that wounds the feelings and alarms the fpirit o f  the coun­

try. L et him 1 fay again, w ithdraw  it, and he w ill even 

find the means in his pow er more ample, from  his having 

propofed i t ;  for it has created fuch a union o f  fenti- 

m ent, and called forth fuch a fpirit o f  true patriotifm 

as he could not have forefeen ; and all this union 

and all this fpirit will inftantly join  in gratitude to the 

G overnm ent, and in attachment to G reat Britain, for 

removing the threatened mifchief. Its efforts w ill  be 

directed with all the energy o f  a people faved from the 

m oil vital alarm, to promote content, induitry and fatis- 

fa& ion  ; to cultivate Britiih connexion, and fix it on its 

only firm bafis, mutual intereft and mutual affeftion.
O n
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O n  the fubject o f  tranquillizing the cou n try, I w ife  the 

C om m ittee  to r e c o i le d  the ciofe o f  L ord  C a m d e n ’s ad- 

miniftration, w h en  the rebellion was cruihed, but not 

extinguiihed -, and h ow  the fudden change o f  fyftem flopped 

its extinguiíhm ent. I am not an advocate for feverity *, and 

1 k n ow  the value o f  lenity. ‘  Parcere fubje& is et de- 

bellare fuperbos,’ is the rule I w ould  follow. H ad  the 

fudden change o f  fyftem  not taken place, even had it taken 

place lefs rapidly, w e  fhould long fmce have ceafed to 

hear o f  rebellion continuing. T h e r e  w as a want o f  ju d g ­

m ent in the mode too— w hen rebels w ere pardoned by 

hundreds, and got p ro té g io n s  in their pockets ; fome 

means o f  honeft livelihood ihould have been opened in- 

ftanrly to them — their houfes had been demolifhed ; their 

form er em ployers unable, i f  w illing, to take them back 

again *, their ow n  county could give no w ork , and other 

counties would not receive them. W h a t  ought to have 

been the conduct then ? to have accompanied the pardon 

w ith  the mean6 o f  livelihood— to have furnifhed habitations 

— and repaired inftantly the ravages o f  the rebellion— to 

havç undertaken great and extended works o f  canals, drain­

ing bogs, reclaim ing mountains, rebuilding villages, and 

prom oting manufactures*, fo - a s  w hile  you furnifhed work 

to the w retched numbers w h o  had fólicited pardon, the 

country m ight at the fame time be reflored again to vigor and 

induftry, after the depreflion o f  both by the rebellion. P a r­

don faved the lives from the fentence o f  the law 5 but it was 

an em pty faving ; it gave no food ; and when the miferable 

m en, w hofe repentance, i f  follow ed up, might have made 

them good and ufeful fubje& s, returned to the country they 

had defolated, they retired into the rocks and faftnefTes 

o f  the mountains till  hunger drove them down to feek for 

fubfiftence by plunder— hence all your gangs o f  robbers 

and murderers \ and hence all thofe enormities w h ich  gave 

the appearance o f  a continued rebellion. Even n o w  it is
not



not too late to do m uch ; the expence will loon be repaid 

by the benefits ; improve thofe mountains w hich gave the 

rebels ihelter, carry roads through them ; add to your agri­

culture and paiture the thoufands o f  acres w hich  prefent 

themfelves for the purpofe in all your wide extended bogs ; 

explore your lands for the mines they are fuppofed to con­

tain, and you w ill  ihew  your wifdom.

T h e  R ig h t  H on . G entlem an next the N oble L ord  feems 

to wifh to fay fom ething, I acknowledge a liberal grant 

has been moved for by him to the D ub lin  Society— and I

acknowledge it the more becaufe it was at m y inftance__

but io ,o o o l .  can go a very little w a y — its o b je £ t 'm u ft  

-be confined to fuggefting the proper modes, or procuring 

know ledge in the practical execution— as to fpeedy effe£t it 

w ill  do little. I fay again, give em ploym ent to the home- 

lefs w andering obje& s o f  your pardon, and you w ill re­

claim them to in d u ftry  and quiet— fome few  abandoned men 

-nay remain and continue their life o f  plunder and out­

rage, till the law fhall overtake them ; but I never can 

believe that a man w ho is not loft to all hope, will refufe 

the fair price o f  labour, and prefer a life o f  alarm and the

rifk o f  ignominious death, to the fw eets o f  an honeft liveli- 
hood.

Sir, thefe are means toreftore the country, but the U n io n  

cannot do it ; it is not only a ruinous, but impracticable 

meafure— and I am not afraid o f  being called prefump- 

tuouá i f  I foretell that it will be found to be fo before tht final 

law takes place. T h e  very terms ihew  fuch a diitin&nefs o f  

interefl that it has no femblance o f  a real U n io n o f  N ations, it 

is but a U n ion  o f  the Parliaments, the Nations w ill remain 

feparate and diitincl:. W h a t  is your whole firing o f  tw enty 

or thirty refolutions or articles that are now the o b je fts  o f

debate,
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debate, but fo m any inftances o f  the neceflity arifing from 

d i l l i n t  intereft, to fetter and tie down the U n ite d  Parlia­

m ent ? to lim it its f u n t i o n s  as to Ireland, left it might 

m ifunderftand or mis-judge our interefts, becaufe they are 

d i f t i n t — it is no w ay reftrained as to Britain, it is to contir 

nue a free Parliam ent for that kingdom , becaufe it reftdes 

there, it is to be limited as to Ireland, becaufe it does not 

refide here. T h e  framers o f  the meafure are convinced that 

4 i - h a l f  millions o f  people require a refident Parliament, 

and they endeavour by reftrictive regulation to make the 

U n ite d  Parliam ent a fubftitute ; as if  human w ifdom  could 

forefee throughout futurity, all the events and all the 

changes, to w hich  a refident one is alone adequate. I fay 

again, the meafure w ill be found im p r a t ic a b le  ; I have 

faid fo often, and 4 i- h a lf  million in a feparate illand re­

quire a refident legiflature and o f  courfe a feparatc 

one.

T h e  noble L ord  talks o f  twenty years, and feven years, 

and tw enty years, and fo on, for n ew  alterations. W h a t  a 

farce is it for us to think w e can frame adequate and 

irrevocable provifions for the events o f  diftant times ? O u r  

anceftors did not attempt it for us, and are w e fo much 

w ifer than they ? T h e  noble L o rd  ihould at leail wait with 

his p r o j e t  till thofe times arrive— H e  and the R ig h t  H on. 

G en tlem an  next him  have propofed in the courfe o f  this 

com m ittee not lefs than ten alterations towards abating or cor­

recting  the injuries w hich their articles concerning the com ­

merce would have infli&ed on this country, all unforefeen^ 

and unintended by them , on Calicoes, Muflins> on Cotton- 

t'lvijl, on Tinplates, on wrought Iron, on Bullion and 

materials o f  Lace, on Steel-tnanufafture, on Salty Hopsy 

and Coals— are not thefe fo many glaring inftances o f  the 

miferable d e f e t s  o f  this U n io n  fchem e, and o f  its incapi- 

bility to regulate the affairs o f  Ireland ? W h a t  has fuggeiled

and
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thefe alterations, but the examination o f  witnefies here, 

w hich  has given them the information ? Inform ation w hich  

they did not know  w as w an tin g, w hile they were in E n g ­

land *, w hich they did not look for, and could not have re­

ceived there. A n d  do you need a ftronger proof o f  the 

neceflity o f  a refident L egiilature, and o f  the infufficiency 

o f  any other. ? T h e  mifchlefs and ruinous confequenceS 

o f  the w hole meafure occur fo fail  to m e, that I could 

go on another hour in detailing them , but I w ill refrain 

and only add, that great as the objeflions are to this mea­

fure, numerousand irrevocable as are its injuries, they are 

all rendered flill more obnoxious by the mode in w hich  

it has been introduced and fupported.

Suppofe an hiilorian at a future  day w riting an account 

o f  thefe times, and that not having our inform ation, he 

w ere to ju d g e  from  appearances only, he might fay the fen- 

timents o f  the nation revolted at the meafure, and the C o m ­

mons rejefted  it *, the M in iiler  how ever perfevered ; that 

the P lace  B ill, w h ich  was intended *to fecure the freedom  

o f  ̂ Parliament he mifapplied, and perverted to the purpofe 

o f  draw ing that Parliam ent over to his opinion. U p ­

wards o f  forty M em bers were changed by it in the courfe 

o f  tw o months the Parliam ent remained nominally the fam e, 

but the M em bers w ere fo altered by the unconftitutionaf 

operation o f  that bill, as to convert the minority into a 

m ajority ; that the old rule, divide and conquer,w as thoroughly 

put in p raftice  *, that even religion was not held too facred 

to be made an engine of. T h e  Proteftant was fet againit 

the Catholic *, the Catholic againil the Proteftant. Parlia­

m ent againft the P eop le , and the Peoplê againil the 

Parliam ent *, when he was beaten in the form er, he appeal­

ed to the people, and when the people failed him , he re­

curred back to the Parliament. T h e  A b ftn te e  was encou­

raged, and led forth againil the R endent *, the C o n fu m tr

E againit
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agninft the M an u factu rer  ; the 'duties w h ich  w ere acqui­

r e d  in f 0r years, to encourage the hom e fabrics, were 
uddenly announced as fo many oppreflive taxes on the con-

furaers ; and the L oyalift  w h o  fu p p o m d , was fet in array

again ft the L oyalift  w h o  oppofed, and w h o  jvas vilified

w ith  the opprobrium o f  connecting h im felf  with the l c b d  
and the traitor.

i h e  Peerage too, w hich  ought in reafon to have had its 

numbersclofed as they flood at the day o f  his M a je f ly ’ s itief- 

fage, was kept open for eleven months till January r 8 o i ,  in 

order to allow the M inifter to ufe his M a je fty ’s preroga­

tive o f  conferring honours, to influence the Com m ons ; 

that the loyal zeal o f  the kingdom was worked 011 to 

grant fupplies far beyond it» due proportion ; and this 

a f t  o f  liberality was turned into an argum ent for embra­

cing the U n io n ,  in order to fave bankruptcy. T h a t  the 

country w as covered with unufual military force, far 

beyond any thing ever know n ; and tho ’ the rebellion was 

p u t dow n, and difturbances appeared only in a fe w  diftricls, 

martial law  was enaFred and ve-ena£led univetfally throughout 

the kingdom w ithout any apparent occafion to require i t ;  

that under its operation the reprobated meafure was urged 

by the w hole w eight, influence and pow er o f  G overn m en t; 

that M em bers w h o  voted againft the U n io n  w ere difmiiT- 

ed from office, fo as not to leave a placeman in the minority, 

and all ihe offices o f  honour or profit w ere confined to the 

majority. T h a t  the voice o f  the people was fo far ftifled, 

that m any fheriffs appointed by  G overn m en t refufed to con­

vene the counties td petition Parliament.

S u ch  might be the account o f  the hiftorian, w ho could 

ju d g e  from  appearances only ; w e w h o  live at the time 

would to be fure, ftate it otherwife, w ere w e  to write.

A s



A s  to martial law , I wifh not to be miftaken ; I w as al­

w ays for ftrong and vigorous meafures againft rebellion. 

T h e  noble L ord  kn ow s I was fo ; and he know s that L o rd  

Cam den did proclaim  martial law  w'hile Parliam ent was fit­

ting, by the advice o f  thofe whom  he honoured with his 

confidence ; am ong w h o m  I fhall ever be proud to have a 

right to rank m yfelf. H e  never applied to P arliam ent for a 

law  to enact it ; his regard for the conílitution  w as too 

great. W h e n  it w as afterwards en afted , I mean after he 

left the kingdom , I lamented the councils that advifed it ; 

not that I  thought its powers unneceffary, but I confidered 

thofe powers to reft in the executive ; that i f  the L ord  L ie u ­

tenant exercifed it, and took the refponbility, Parliam ent 

w ould indem nify him , and the conftitution w ould  remain 

w h o le ;  H is a£t w ould  be a fo it  o f  extraordinary exertion, 

to w hich  the conftitution being no party, w ould o f  courfe be 

no w ay  weakened ; but the m aking it the law  o f  the land has 

a different effect ; w ithout adding a fingle grain o f  pow er or 

energy, it makes the conftitution gu ilty  as it w ere o f  fui- 

cide, and w hile it takes the fem blance o f  law , fufpends all 

law . It records the breach on the itatute book, and leaves 

a precedent for other breaches and future repetitions, on 

occafions lefs adequate, and under monarchs w ho m ay be lefs 

attached than our prefent gracious ibvereign is to the C on fti­
tution.

T h e fe  are m y fentiments ftill, and I implore the noble 

L ord  to refleft fenoufly  on the confequence i f  he is deter­

mined to proceed, and try to force this fatal meafure on the 

nation ;— let him endeavour at leaft to give it liability, let 

him repeal the martial law  bill, w h ich  he has ju ft  reviv­

ed, and let him not fupply to the fpirit o f  difcontent w hich  

he m uíl exp ert  to fo llo w , the argum ent, that the U n io n  was 

made under the influence o f  that bill, that Parliam ent firft 

lufpendcd, and while it was fo fufpended, furrendered the

C o n ftitution .
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C on d itution . In faying this, I talk not o f  the com petence 

o f  P arliam ent, but o f  martial law , the e n a û in g  o f  w h ic h , 

is fo novel, fo con trad i& o ryto  every idea hitherto entertained, 

unreforted to, I believe, in E ngland, through all its rebel­

lions, civil wars and in fu rreflio n s, that one is at a lofs to 

k n o w  w here the Conftitution is, w hile  it exifts, or w hat is 

the pow er o f  Parliam ent i f  that law  comes in contact with it. 

N eith er  do I mean in faying this, to difcourage or objeft  to 

the full exeecife o f  all its pow er, but I fay, the executive is 

o f  itfe lf  adequate to that exercife, w hen neceflity calls, and 

m ay get it fa£tioned with the approbation o f  both houfes for 

his indem nity, without injuring the Conftitution.

Could  I oirer advice further to the 'noble L ord , I w ould 

bid him {late the fo llow in g  queftion fairly  to him felf, ab- 

itraóted from all arts or influence. .Are the fentiment6 o f  the 

people for the meafure ?—  he m ud  kn ow  they are not, they 

are moft cordially againft it, and i f  fo, is there w ifdom  or 

com m on fenfe in not deferring it, till the nation, through 

v/hofc co-operation only, it can be beneficial, {hall declare 

their uninfluenced wiihes to receive it ? F or m e, I oppofe 

it from a firm conviction o f  its ruinous tendency, and under 

that conviction I fhall now  give a decided negative to your 

reporting the articles.

hi Anfwer to a Reply made by Lord Cajilereagh, 
the Speaker rofe again.

H E  faid his voice was m uch oppreiled by cold and 

hoarienefs, but if  it w ere m uch more fo, his aftoniihment 

at the noble L o rd ’s language and his unprovoked attack, 

would give him pow er o f  exertion to make him felf heard.

H e  proceeded,

T h e noble Lord has faid, it was his dutyto refcue the king­

dom
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dom from me and m y fyftem , as he waspleafed to exprefs 

him felf;  that T was joined w ith  a party in this H oufe  to carry 

that fyftem ; and that o f  all ftatefmen, I was the laft that 

G overnm ent fhould confult on the affairs o f  Ireland.

Sir , I kn ow  o f  no fyftem , I know  no party but the noble 

L ord 's  rafh and ruinous fyftem and the party he has formed 

to fupport it. I ftand here alone, unconnected w ith  party, 

and I fay w ith ou t fear o f  contradiction that there is not 

on this fide o f  the H oufe  a man w h o  oppofes this mea- 

fure from any other caufe or under any other tie than the 

conviCtion o f  his o w n  mind. O u r  bond o f  U n io n ,  call it 

party or w hatever name you pleafe, is a deteftation o f  this 

deftruCtive meafure, and a com m on wifli and a com m on en­

deavour to fave our country from  its baneful confequences.

T h e  noble L ord ’ s attack will make no change in me , it 

w o n ’t difturb m y temper, nor aroufe a feeling, but that o f  

aftonifhment at his ftrong and perfonal declaration againft 

me on the part o f  G overn m en t, and at his*puny attem pt 

to fix on me the name o f  a leader o f  party. M y  conduCt is 

direCted bv the conviCtion o f  my ow n  ju d gm en t, and w h ile  

that conviCtion continues, and that mace remains w ith in  

thefe walls, to give me p ow er o f  utterance, I w ill continue 

to oppofe his Legiilative U n io n  throughout all its ft ages. 

N o ,  fir, I am o f  no party \ I am proud to hold the fame opi­

nion w ith  fuch a mafs o f  talents, property and independence 

as oppofe this mcafnre, and oppofe it w ith  a fteadinefs w hich 

no party motives could infpire, and w h ich  nothing but con­

viCtion could enfure ; but fhould their opinion change, and 

mine rem ain, I will continue to raife m y voice againft it, 

though I w ere to ftand alone.

Sir, the noble L ord  is a political projector, and he has 

raflily hazarded the peace and profperity o f  this kingdom  by

introducing



introducing a p r o j e t  w h ich  he w ill  find at Iaft im p r a t ic a ­

ble. It is from  him and his fyfiem that I rife to rcfcue the 

conntry. Is there a man in this H oufe, I am furc there is 

none out o f  it, w ho w ill  believe that I propofe a m eafure to 

injure Ireland ? and i f  there be fome men within thefc 

w alls , I m ay afk h o w  m any are there out of-them, w h o  b e­

lieve that he is propofing one to ferve it. Y o u  all fee, and 

every man out o f  the H o u fe  know s, that I ftand up folely in 

defence o f  the Conftitution againft his innovating fyftem. 

H e  is the m over, he is the aggreíTor, I am only or* the de­

fence, I am trying to retain our Parliam ent, onr Freedom and 

Cmjlitution^ a ll which he is endeavouritig to carry with him to 

Britain , and deliver to the B ritifb  minifler.

W h e re  or v. hat then is the fyftem he calls mine ? I  have 

propoled none ; I have had no com m unication fince L ord  

C am den left us with the miniftry or the cabinet, and you 

kn ow  I neither have propofed, nor can propofe any thing 

here; thefituation you have honoured me w ith , precludes me ; 

W h a t  then does he mean by m y fyftem  ? by m y party ? 

nothing, but m y refufing to yield m y o w n  ftrong convic­

tion to his theoretic, vifionary, and d e f t r u t iv e  fpeculations. 

in  every other point, G overnm ent has had my fupport.

H e  fays, I have the peculiar art o f  concealing m y politi­

cal refentments. I  claim  110 fuch m erit;  I cannot conceal 

them, becaufe I have them not. I  entertain none. B ut has 

the noble L o rd  that art ? H e  has ju ft  given ample proof o f  

tae contrary, for the w hole o f  his attack has ihewn the vifi- 

bie w orkings o f  his political refentment.

Tile nobie L ord  is a young man, and he ihould not attack 

me. H e  w ill find it beyond his ftrength to perfuade the 

people that I would injure Ireland ; perhaps there are w ho 

think* that he m ay find it equally beyond his ftrength to per-

perfuade
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fuade the people that he is fcrving it ; o f  that I fay nothing,

I fpeak o f  m yfe lf  only. I have fpent a long a d iv e  life in 

endeavours to promote the w elfare o f  Ireland, and it is noc 

for me to make a com p an ion , let the nation make it betw een 

us ; let our ai/ts and our conduct declaie it.

The noble L o rd  acknow ledges that the contributive pro­

portion betw een the kingdoms m ay ceafe in three years. H e  

congratulates h im fe lf  on my having proved it, and exults in 

the p rofp eft  that the feparate intereit o f  the nations art- 

to be identified fo foon. H e  adds em phatically, the footier 

the taxes are equal the better, and avows his hope that the 

burden is to fall on us in 3 years. I give him credit for this 

declaration, for I am furé he wiihes fo ; but fee the cafuiflry 

o f  his argument. W h e n  the feparate debts are extinguifhed, 

the diftin ft  interefts w h ich  they create w ill certainly ceafe, 

and w e are then to com m ence equal taxes ; but the propo- 

fition fays alfo, that w hen the feparate debts com e to the 

proportion o f  contribution 7-̂  to 1, w e are to com m ence 

equal taxes, and therefore fays the noble L o rd , w hen 

w e com m ence equal taxes, the feparate lnierefts created 

by  the debts, w ill ceafe, applying the refult o f  the one alter­

native to the other. N o ,  S ir ,  as long as England ow es 7 

times and a h alf  as m uch as w e do, fo long do our feparate 

inteiefts in the debt continue, and fo long ihcuid lhe pay 7 

times and a h a lf  as m uch as w e  do, and it would be the 

height o f  iujuftice that w e {hould pay equal with her. U n ti l  

then, the very proportion w hich he fays identifies intereit, is 

founded on the diftin& nefs o f  interell, elfe equality, and 

not proportion would be the meafure ; and therefore, i f  the 

framers o f  his articles have artfully or inadvertently declared 

that on a certain proportion, w hich  is a child o f  their ow n 

brain, taking place between the refp eftive  debts, our refpec- 

p e d iv e  imerefts in thofe debts ihall be deemed equal, though 

the very proportion declares them inequal, their faying



it, m ay ih ew  their folly , but never ran make the debts nor 

the inteiefts arifing from  them equal, nor deftroy the dif- 

tin & n efs  they create.

T h e r e  is an abfurdity in arguing on a debt as i f  it w ere 

w ealth , and that w h en  w e  attain the given proportion by 

becom ing poorer, or doubling our debt from  25 to 50 m il­

lion, and England attains the fame proportion by leiTening 

her’ s; w e g ro w  w ealthy thereby, and are able to pay fhare 

for (bare, inflead o f  paying only one ihare for every feven 

and a half.

T h e  N ob le  L ord  fays, that in com paring the additional 

burdens laid on the tw o kingdom s during the prefent fef- 

fion, I omit the income tax o f  Britain 5 certainly I do, be- 

caufe it was laid on in the feilions o f  17 9 8 , not in the pre­

fent feifron, the burdens impofed on w hich  w ere the _obje£t 

o f  m y ftatement.

H e  fays, the true comparifon w ould be in the expendi­

ture *, but even that was not m yo b je£ l : becaufe the expen­

diture in part is defrayed by means created in preceding fef- 

fions. H o w e v e r , 'I  w ill take it fo ; in the great article o f  

o f  our expence this year, the m ilitary, w h ich , i f  I recoi­

led: right, is 4,200,000 here, and about 12 or 13 millions 

in E n glan d, far above 1 to

T h e  N ob le  L ord  charges m e w ith  a general fyftem o f  

prote£ling duties ; and fays he founds h is  charge on m y 

queftions to the gentlemen at your bar, that they all went 

to ib ew  the advantage o f  protecting duties. T h is  is like 

m any other charges he has made ; taking an acknowledged 

fa t t  like that o f  m y exam ining and then drawing inferences 

not warranted by it, and blending the inferences with the 

fa£l to give them the colour o f  truth.

In
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In 1785 I w as an advocate for keeping the duties w h ich  

then exified, and did tend to protert our m anufactures ; 

thofe duties had not been laid on in hoftility, nor w ere they 

deemed hoftile by  Britain ; but I was a (till Wronger advo­

cate for lhutting the door again ft.o th ers, as a£ts o f  hofti- 

lity , and the propofuions o f  that year did Ihut the door.

M y  fentiments are the fame now. I  wifi, to retain thofe 

that now  exifi, as I then wifhed to retain w hat then exift­

ed. I have not propofed, nor do I propofe to add any now . 

T h e r e  is a great difference between retaining thofe w e have, 

and im pofing n ew  ones ; in retaining them w e preferve our 

faith w ith  the individuals w ho have expended their m oney, 

educated their children, or devoted themfelves to particular 
trades on the flrength o f  their continuance.

B u t  gentlem en fay they ought not to be continued, be­

cause they raife the value on the confum er ; and that w e  

facrifice the confum er to the m anufafturer. T h e y  quote 

the fugar duties to prove it ; and they have unfortunately 

chofen an inftance in w hich  the proof w holly  fails them. 

I t  has appeared in evidence that the p r o te d in g  duty on re­

fined fugar, is now  only Ss. 5d. the hundred w eight, that is, a 

halfpenny and a fmall fra d io n  a pound ; yet fugar is 3d. 

to 6d. the pound dearer here than in England. T h e y  muft 

look then to fome other caufe in the importers or retailers ; 

and they w ould  do w ell to confider h o w  m uch higher the 

price m ight be raifed by the fame perfons, i f  w e had no re­
fineries here to keep it dow n.

Calh co  and muflins are another infiance which they bring 

orward, and becaufe our duties on the import o f  them are 

from 30 to 50 per cent, they fay the Iriih goods are to be 

om 30 to 50 per cent, dearer to the Irifn confum er than 

the like Britifh goods w ould be. T h e  fadt is ftated in evi­

dence
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dence to be otherw ife  \ and the m anufacture being o f  the 

value o f  750,0001. a-year, gives a clear proof that the w ork  

is extenfive enough for com petition to keep dow n the 

price. B u t  there is another anfw er arifing from  the 

nature o f  this particular m anufacture *, the Britiih m ar­

ket is often glutted w ith  it ; and the overflow  muft be 

fold , even at a lofs o f  20 per cent, or more ; at fuch 

tim es the im port o f  it into Ireland w ould  be fo great, as 

to prevent our m anufacturers getting the real value o f  their 

goods, the market would be filled with the Britiih  overflow, 

and our people muft retire from  the bufmefs. B u t  there is 

alfo a more general anfw er : fome m anufactures do require 

a protection ; and the price o f  that protection m uft be paid, 

i f  you  w iih  to nurfe the undertaking -, w hatever therefore 

additional the confum er pays, is like a bounty , and that 

b o un ty  is raifed in the moft ceconomical manner ; only on 

thofe, w h o  decline to ufe the Irifh fabric. L oo k  to Britiih  

policy in almoft every article, particularly in the very  arti­

cle  o f  fugar ; h o w  highly  does the confum er pay in the m o­

n opoly  to the W e f t  Indies, w hen foreign fugar iflands, and 

even our o w n  Eaft Indies, could fupply him  cheaper. H o w ­

ever, I w ill  not go into the general queftion ; it has ever 

been m y principle to promote m utual affeCtion, and not 

m utual hoftility  w ith  G reat Britain \ nor did I in 1785» nor 

do I n o w , deem the retaining the duties w e are in poííeílion 

o f, tç  be hoftility.

T h e  N oble L ord  fays, that the Cotton m anufacture w ill  

be affeCted m ore than any other by this meafure ; I agree 

w ith  him : but I did not expeCt from  him  fo diftinCt an 

avow al, that it was not worthy o f  prefer ving^ and that it muft 

be put down. I faw  his detail tended to it ; but I did not 

think he could really entertain the idea, until he declared 

it. H is  calculation o f  our lofing 350,0001. a-year, by en­

couraging it, is too theoretic, too fine drawn for me to take
up
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up time in refuting it ; nor do I believe, i f  he could p rovc 

, hat he could find means to turn the m oney to a n -

o her good purpofe ; it w ould travel w ith  the other 350,000] 

a year out o f  the country, never to return , and o f  c o u r Í  

w ould  add another to the m any im poveriih ing drains from  

is kingdom . B u t  is it poffible he can really hold fuch 

ntim ents tow ards a m a n u fa d u re ,  w hile  he admits it works
2  goods to the value o f  7 o o ,o o o l.  yearly  ; and w ith  the evJ_ ' 

dence before Ins eyes, that it em ploys 2 ^ 0 0  hands in |the 
neighbourhood o f  Belfaft only, and perhans io n  ,

i .  *  ^ , yes, ;Lap: : ,: r : v : ; r
A n o th e r  reafon he afligns for deftroying it, is a very  cu 

1011s one, to ferve the linen trade, that it m ay not take the 

linen weavers aw ay ; w h y  was this never found out by any 
the trade . O n  the contrary, I fl10uld f  f  J

m a n u fa flu re  w ould  be benefitted, and receive great pow e 
o f  extenfion by an e n c re ife  , p ow er

them felves to L V ^  C3pable of turni"8
m lelves to the linen looms, w hen the cotton bufinefsm av

be overdone,as the „ i , n e f e  l d l  ^  , „ s o f a n  ^  * » £

T h e  „ c „ p „ n tio„ is Hill more extraordinary, f „ ,  tMs „ „  
manufacture which he fay , o „ g h t t o  be put \  J

you a l „ „ a  the fame breath, that « , , ,  hope in £

have a profitable export o f  to Britain, anil he real -  
feme words o f  mine fpoken in 1 ; 8 j .  ,  W t  ^  ^

m on, w.,1, explaining them ; had I „ p ea e(i , lim t0 OM

a s l d i d l  7  S'n Mr- Pitt ” J L * d Cmnviileas I did laft year, to anfw er him for  me.

.ures“ ‘ l J t T a f c  T t  “  * "  " “ > * 0res, me a lt  , f  they are unprofitable, unworthy o f  en

Z T w T ’ d ”  ; mpoI“ ic’  ' that u " ™  •» %  m .

» Union r “ ed “  P“ ‘  , l “ m do" ' ni , h„ ys fa lv th e  o b j e a  o f  thc ^  ^

take
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take a w ay  our C on ftifu tion  and our Parliam ent, but a fu r­

ther object is n o w  avo w ed , to take aw ay  thefe m anufactures 

alfo.

T h e  N o b le  L o r d  alludes to a fen tim en t exprefled formerly 

b y  m e, cC that w e  are w ell as w e are,”  w h en  I com pared the 

C onftitution  under his projeCt, to the man w h o  was w ell, 

w o u ld  be better, took phyfic and died. I  applied the phrafe 

to our C onftitution  only, and againft the infane or rafh theo­

ries o f  political quacks. H e  applies it unfairly  for me to 

the inteftine difturbances. I never ufed it to them , nor to 

the tem porary calamities arifing from  rebellion or invafion 5

I  argued there w as no more reafon to alter a Conftitution 

under w h ich  w e  had enjoyed political liberty and national 

profperity on account o f  rebellion, than there w as on account 

o f  invafion, nor w o u ld  the alteration prevent the one more 

than the other ; on the contrary, I argued that the having a 

happy C onftitution, and kn ow in g  h ow , to value it, w h ich  is 

the cafe w ith  all the loyal men o f  Ireland, is a furer means to 

guard againft rebellion and invafion, than admitting fuch  an

innovating fyftem  to deftroy it.

I  faid our Conftitution was w ell and found , and wanted 

none o f  his am ending ; I fay fo ftill, nor w ill  I ever advife 

to change it on account o f  the paft infurrection, rebellion 

or invafion, all w hich  it has been adequate to over power, 

w h ic h  are tem porary calamities, to be cured by  temporary 

exertions, and for w hich  a permanent change is neither ne- 

ceflary nor defirable.

W h e n  I faid the Conftitution w as w ell,  I could not be fo 

filly as to fay there was nothing in Ireland capable o f  amend­

m ent, but I fay the N ob le  L ord ’ s Union w ill not amend any 

thing , but w ill make every thing worfe, and I repeat again,
that



that w hile  I v ie w  his p ro je ft  in the ruinous light I  do 1 0 , , . .  
continue to oppofe it V air -r 3

w aver and Z  Y ^  “f  ° P inio“

d ow n  * to p e r f e v e r e L T " 5 C,rC,Umftance couId bind m c

unprovoked inH “  W° Uld be the N oble  l o r d ' s
P oked and unm erited attack this night.

37

o '

t h e  E M , .



V

,

__________


