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LORD CHANCELLOR’s SPEECH,

IN THE
Doufe of Lords of Jreland,

Monxpay, FEBRUARY 10, 1800.

The Order of the Day being read for taking his Ma-
jefly's Meffage into Confideration, relative to the
propofed LEGISLATIVE UNION berween Great
Britain and Ireland, and the drticles for that

Purpofe, ~

My Lorps,

]I RISE to call your Lordfhips attention to a fub-
je, - certainly the moft momentous which has

_ever been {ubmitted for decifion to the Parliament

B of
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of this Country ; a fub]e& cmbracmg thc vital

interefts of Ireland, and intimately affeting the
ftrength and profperity of the Britith Empire.
In this grave “Affembly, I feel perfect confiderice, it
will receive a calm, and patient, and difpaffienate
inveftigation, 1 am fenfible, neverthelefs, that
it falls to my lot to addrefs your Lordfhips* under
great difadvantages The beft talents, the moft
enlightened “minds ‘of which the Britifh- -Empire
has ever had to boaft, have been roufed to exer-
tion in contemplating an incorporation of thefe
kingdoms ; and after the brilliant and ample dif-
cuflion which the fubjeé has received in both
countries, it cannot well be expected of me to
throw new light upon it. But when I recolle&
the criminal and unexampled efforts which haye
been made, from the moment when this meafure
was firlt propofed for d.lfCllfﬁOIl to bear it down
by noife, and faéhon, and intrigue, if not by re-
‘commendations of open rebellion, I fhould con-
demn myfelf for a grofs dereliction of my duty,
if I were to forbear to fubmit it to your Lord-
thips moft ferious confideration, in all its various
and important views and bearings';' more ‘efpecial-
Iy as 1 feel a ftrong convittion indeed, that nothing
‘but Union can fave this kingdom from annihila-
tion, and eventuallv up}‘o‘d the f;tablhty of the
Britifh Emplre
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_ My opinions on this fubjet have not been re-
cently or. lightly ‘formed ; early profeffional  ha:
bits had taught me to inveftigate the’ foundation
of Trith titles, and "~ of “necefhity to- look ‘back
into- Irifh hiltory: it had been. my fortune to, be
called into .a}&_ive‘ and foryv‘ard "p_ublic 'féxjyjice?
perhaps during. the - mofk eventful period of it;

and from aA_.q'rit.i_'c'él and atte;lti\;ewobfe_l_f\faﬁon' of
what_ has pz‘ﬂ'ed in_ freland. for, the laft fwenty
years, 1 am _Izlt_tisﬁevd” in my judgment and con-
{cience, that t.hc' 'gxi[tende ‘of her. independent
Parliament has .g_radi‘ialfy- led to her recent_com-
plicated ‘and bitter calamities, and that it has at
length .bggoma_ﬂefpé_rzité and impraéticable. 1
did, more than once, ‘when I fat in the Houfe of

.
1

Commons, {tate, without 'rglfér've.,‘\ that the rapid
growth of faétion, tg'n'c,_l,‘“_, p;ecipitate' folly " and
-_paﬁionlr,of" men, wh from time ,to time were fuf-
fered to take a commanding lead.in the Councils
of that affembly, would inevitably reduce us to
.the alternative of - Separation, or Union. I have
~with as little 'refqr'vé ftated the fame opinion fince
1 have had the honour of a_feat in this Houle,
and 1 make no {cruple to avow, that in every
_communication which I have had with the King’s
minifters_on Irifh affairs for the laft. feven years,
1 have uniformly and diftinétly prefled upon them
the urgent neceflity of Union, -as the laft re-
fource to preferve this Country to the Britith
Crown. 1 prefled it without effect, until Britith

| ' B2 - muinifters
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minifters and the Britith nation were roufed to

a fenfe of the common danger, by the late fan-
guinary and unprovoked rebellion.

It feems perfectly immaterial now to ‘enquire
what was the origin of that connexion which
has fubfifted for more than fix centuries between
this country and England, whether it originated
in conqueft, as Englith lawyers and hifforjans have
confidently advanced, or, as we aflert with
equal confidence, in a federal compact of fome
old Irith chiefs with the Englifh king. Of the
hiftorical faét, however, no doubt can be enter-
tained, that before that connexion, Treland never
enjoyed a ftate of domettic fecurity, or a govern-
ment or conflitution capable of protecting her
inhabitants from violation in their perfons or
property. If the conqueft of Ireland was the
object of the Englith king, his embarraffinents on
the continent feem to have difabled him from
effeiting it, the firft Englifh fettlements here
having been merely colonial, fuch as have fince
been made by the different nations of Europe,
on the coafts of Afia, Africa or America. Dur-
ing feveral fucceffive reigns the Englith colo-
ny was left to thrive by its own ftrength and
refources, having received no other reinforcement
than the occafional arrival of new Britith adven-
turers: The confequence was, that for centuries

the Englith pale was not puthed beyond its ori-
‘ ginal
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ginal lnmts.- ‘So late as the reign of Henry the
Eighth, it confifted of four Shires only, and Mr.

Allen, then Mafter of the Rolls, reported to the
king, that his laws were not cbeyed twenty miles
from the Capital. The common obfervation of
the country was, that they who dwelt by welt
of the River Barrow, dwelt by welt of the law.

 The early policy of the Enghﬂl government

~ certainly was, to difcourage all connexion of the

colony with the native Irifh ; the ftatute of Kil-
kenny, enatted by the provincial affembly of
the pale in  the reign of Edward HI. having
prohlblted marriage or goflipred with the Irithry,
or _clzummg the benefit of  the Brehon la“

. by any perfon of Englith ‘blood, under the

penalties of treafon. This “ftatute has been
much extolled by Sir John Davies, as eminently
qualified to reform the degenerate Englifh, as he
calls them: it Alms dificult, however, to re-
concile it to any principle of found policy ; it
was a declaratlon of perpetual war, not only
agam{t the native Irifh, but againft every per-
fon  of Enghf}l blood, who had fettled be-
yond the limits of the pale, and from motives
of perfonal ‘intereft or convenicnce, had formed
connexions’ with the natives, or adopted their
laws and cuftoms ; and it had the full effe@ which
might h:ive been expeted, it drew clofer the
confederacy it was meant to diffolve, and im-
plicated the “colony of the pale in ceafelefs war-

fare
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fare and contention with each other, and with
the inhabitants of the adjacent diftriéts.
- 'Such was the ftate of Ireland when'the attempt
“was firft made to promulgate the Englifh ftatute
law here ; and it is not extraordinary that in the
complicated quarrels - and promifcuous  warfare
which had fubfifted for centuries between the na-
tive Irith and degenerate Englifh, -and Englifh
of blood and Englilh of birth within the pale,
that the attempt proved altogether abortive. . The
taunting anfwer of Maguire Chief of Fermanagh, to
the Lord Deputy, who applied to him to receive
a Sheriff commiflioned by Henry VIIL fufficiently
explains the ftate of the country, and the autho-
rity of the King’s government in it :—* Your She-
1iff fhall be welcome to me, but if he comes, fend
me his eic, (the price of his head) that if -my
people flay him, I may fine them accordingly.”

In the fame reign a formal treaty was made
with the Earl of Defmond, for-his permiffion that
the Englifh law fhould be executed, and the fub-
fidies granted by the Parliament of the pale be
levied in his country; and other chiefs treated
for the admiffion of the King’s Judges, or arbitra-
tors as they called them, on condition only that
the fhould obferve the Irifh law ; and perhaps if
thefe Judges, or any other officers commiflioned by

the Crown, had been authorized to act as arbitra-
tors
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tors to- cdmpofe the feuds and animofities of the
Ir::fh tnbes and' powerful Lords of Englifh blood,
the habltual and licentious turbulence of the Irifth
nauon might ‘gradually have fubfided, and d(,qul-
efced in the ‘eftablithment of a rational and civis
Tized government but fatally’ at this time a new
{chifm arofe, ‘which’ has been thevbane and pefti-
lence “of Ireland Tt “has rendered ‘her a plank
among{t the’ nations of Europe, and will I fear

Tong continue to retard her progrefs in thc civiliz-
ed world -

In every other ‘nation of Eurvopier where the re-
formed religion' is'eftablithed, it has been the re-
fult of enquiry and convittion.—TIt has’ kept pace
with the progrefs of fcience, and'the human mind,
'revoltmg from the “impofitions: which -had been
‘practifed upon it for ages, fhook off ‘the yoke of
“bigotry and fuperftition ; but Ireland; cut off from
‘all communication WIth the’ civilized ‘world, and
enveloped -in dark " and "impenetrable ‘ignorance,
‘continued blindly devoted to the Huperftitious
errors of the Popifh faith ; funk as the was below
the reach of curiofity or fpeculation, it -wis
‘equally hopelefs and impolitic to call upan the peo-
ple at once to abjure the religion of their anceftors,
and to fubferibe to new doctrines which they were
utterly incapable of underftanding. In the reign of
Henry VIIL. no attempt was made to force 'the
reformed liturgy upan them ; he was fatisfied with

a filent



a filent acquiefcenes in his claim of fupremacy,
but on his death this fyftem of moderation was
 deferted ; orders were iffued by the Regency 1 for
enforcmg the ufe of the Englifh hturgy, ,and ﬁnp-
ping the churches of their old ornaments in every
diftrict in which the Englith power was acknow-
ledged. -In the fucceeding reign the tables were
reverfed :—The Proteftant Churches were fhut ;
the Popifh liturgy and old enfigns of fuperftition
were reftoréd ; and a Bull of Pope Paul the 1V,
for remiflion of paft herefies, and receiving the
penitent Irith into the bofom of the holy church,
was accepted by both Houfes of the Colonial Par-
liament, kneeling devoutly on their knees, and
enacted and confirmed by ftatute. This extraor-
dinary inftrument with the detail of its legifla-
tive confecration, remains at this hour on.your
ftatute book., In the reign of Elizabeth a new
reverfe took place, without regard to the Bull of
Paul, received and confirmed by the Irifh Statute,
the Popith churches were again {tripped of their
ornaments ; the reformed liturgy was again en-
forced ; and the Englith aét of uniformity was en-
alted by the colonial parliament ; and what {feems
to be a folecifm in the hiftory of legiflation, in the
body of this ac, by which the ufe of the Englifh
liturgy, and a ftri¢t conformity to it, are enjoined
“under fevere penalties, a claufe is introduced, re-
citing, that Englifh minifters cannot be found to

ferve in Irith churches ; that the Irifh people did
not
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not underftand the Englifh language, that the
church fervice cannot be celebrated in Irifh, as
well for difficulty to get it printed, as that few in
the whole realm can read: And what is the re-
medy ?—If the Minifter of the Gofpel cannot fpeak
Englifh, he may celebrate the church fervice in
the Latin tongue ; a langwage certainly as unin
telligible to his congregation as the Englifh tongue;
and probably not' very familiar to the Minifter
thus authorifed to ufe it.

It feems difficult to conceive any mere unjuft or
impolitic a& of government, than an attempt thus
to force new modes of religious faith and worthip,
by fevere penalties upon a rude and fuperftitious
and unlettered people. Perfecution or attempts to
force confcience will never produce conviction.—
They are calculated only to make hypocrites or
martyrs ; and accordingly the violence committed
by the regency of Edward, and continued by Eliza-
beth to force the reformed religion in Ireland, .
had no other effect than to foment a general difaf-
fection to the Englith government ; a difaffection
{o general as to induce Philip the II. of Spain to
attempt partial- defcents on the fouthern coafts of
this ifland, ‘preparatory to his meditated attack
tpon England.—Elizabeth quickly faw her danger,
and that it was neceffary without delay to fecure
the poffeflion of Ireland ; fhe fent over a power-
ful and well appointed army, and after a difficult

' C and
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and bloody war of feven years, effected the colts
plete reduction of theifland, which to the period
of this firft conqueft, had been divided into a
number of licentious and mdependent tribes, under
the rulé of the ancient chiefs of the country, and
powerful Lords of Englifh blood, who had ob-
tained profufe territorial grants from. the erown.

She did not however live to fee this reducion
completed 3 the capitulation with O’Neale was
not figned till fome time after her death; and
therefore her fucceffor muit be confidered as the
firft Englifh Monarch who poffefled the complete
dominion of Ireland. The acceflion of James I.
1 confider as the @ra of connexion between the
fifter iflands. Then for the firft time was the fpirit
of refiftance to the Englith power broken down,
and the Englifh laws, univerfally acknowledged.
Sir John Davies, in the quaint pedantry of his day,
defcribes Juftice, the fword having cleared her
way, as taking the whole country in her progrefs
as Virgo’' moves in the Zodiack, preceded by

Leo

The firft obje& of the ng feems to have been,
to eftablith the reformation, but in purfuing it,
unfortunately he adopted the fame courfe by which
his predeceflors had been mifled ; but his meafureg
were attended with much more ferious and exten-
five confequences ; their orders for religious refor-

mation had extended only to the churches and
' diftricts
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iftriéts within the pale; but the orders fent by

the Council of James 1. extended to the whole
ifland. The province of Ullter had been the:
principal theatre of the late civil war, and had
been confifcated and feized into the hands of the-
crown. The old proprietors who had led the're-
volt were expelled, and replaced by a new fet of
adventurers from England and Scotland ; all Pro-
teftants, who with a new religion, brought over
with them a new fource of contention with the in-
habitants. :

One of the modern arts of civil war in Ireland
has been to ftigmatize the memory of James I.
as having fapped the liberties, and fubverted the
Parliamentary conftitution of Ireland ; and this
revolutionary text from the mement it was given
out has been enlarged upon with equal afliduity
and fuccefs, by ' every avowed rebel and equivo-
cal loyalift in the kingdom. But what is - the

fa& which ftands recorded and autlientieated be-

yond doubt or controverfy ? That Ireland before
the acceflion of James 1. never had any thing like a
regular government or Parliamentary conftitution.
In the reign of Edward If. the defeendants of
the firlt Englith fettlers had a provincial aflembly”
which was called the Parliament of the pale; the
fame fort of aflembly was occafionally fummoned
during feveral * fucceffive reigns, and any man
who will take the trouble to read the {tatute book

C2 , will
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will find that the principal bufinefs of them all
was to pafs ordinances of outlawry egainit, the
native Irifh, and inhabitants of Englith blood
conneted with them. But fuch was the ‘contempt
in which thefe ‘affemblies were held, that even
the colonifts of the pale confidered it an infult to
be fummoned to attend them. The Earl of Def.
mond claimed it as the right and privilege of the
Lords of Englifh bload, not to attend thefe affem-
blies, or to come into any walled town but at their
will and pleafure. In the province of Connaught
there is not the trace of any claim or exercife of
any Parliamentary franchife till late in the reign of
Elizabeth. In Ulfter none till the reign of James
I. Some few of the fea ports in Munfter had
been occafionally fummoned to fend deputies to
the colonial Parliament, but fuch was the ftate of
the ,count}y, that they could not make their way
to the pale, infomuch that in the 33d Henry
VIIL it was found neceffary to repeal an ordinance
by which the place of meeting of the colonial
Pariiament was reftricted to Dublin or Drogheda.
The caufe afligned in the att of repeal is, that by
reafon of the diftance of obedient Shires and Bo-
rough towns, and the perilous paffage by the
way from the King’s rebels, thefe deputies could
not attend. And it is quite true that James L.
did fap the liberties of the Irifh nation to mur-
der obnoxious deputies on their paflage to attend
Parliament. It is equally true that modern affer-
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fors of Irith dignity and Independence have moft
laudably exerted themfelves to revive thefe fame
liberties on a folid and permanent bafis, and that
the {overeign Irifh people have been always ex=
tremely tenacious of them, as effential to their
phyfical confequence. The crime for which the
memory of James L. has been calumniated is, that
he laid the foundation of a regular government
in Ireland, and of the exifting eftablithments in
church and {iate. At his acceflion there were
fcarcely any proteftants amongft the old inhabitants
of Englith blood—amongft the native Irith none—
For the laft twenty years therefore of Elizabeth,
fhe could not venture to call the colonial Parlia-
ment. The diftinction of Englifhry and Irifhry
had been nearly effaced in her time, and was fuc-
ceeded by a new fchifm of proteftant and papift,
but from the firft introdu&ion of his proteftant
colony by James 1. the old diftin¢tions of native
Irith and degenerate Englith, and Englith of blood
and Englith of birth, were loft and forgotten ;
all rallied to the banner of the popith faith, and
looked upon the new proteftant fettlers as the
common aggreffor and enemy ; and it is a melan-
choly truth, that from that day all have clung to
the popith yeligion as a common bond of ugion,
and an hereditary pledge of animofity to. Britifh
{ettlers and, the Britifh nation. What alternative
then remained to the King for retaining this couns
try under the dominion of his crown? In the
i ' modern
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modern revolutiohary phrafe, the phyfical con.
fequence of the country was arrayed againft
the Englifh colony and the Englith government.
He was therefor¢ driven to the neceflity of
treating the old inhabitants as a conquered people.
and governing their Country as an Englith Pro-
vince, or of fortifying his Proteftant colony by
invefting them exclufively with the artificial power
of a feparate government, which on €very prin-
ciple of felf-intereft, and felf-prefervation, they
were bound to adminifter in concert with Eng-
land. The Executive departments were under
the immediate controul of the ordinary royal
prerogative: but it was vain to hope that he
could retain pofleflion of Ireland under a feparate
government, unlefs a majority of the Irith Parlia-
ment ftood well affeed to the Englifh crown,
and Englith nation; and to obtain that ma-
jority, he reforted to the exercife of a prero-
gative which has always belonged to the Eng.
lith Crown, by ereing new counties and
ncorporating fome of the principal towns, oc-
cupied by the new fettlers, giving them the fran.
chife of fending Reprefentatives to the Irith Par-
Hament: And I repeat, without incurring the
hazard of contradiction, that Ireland never had
any affembly which could be called a Parliament
until the reign of James I. The Legiflative aflem-
blies before his acceffion, were compofed only of
the few perfons who could be prevailed upon to
attend from obedient fhires and towns within

the
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the pale, or immediately adjacent to it, and from
a few fcattered Englith fettlements on the coafts
of Munfter: and with- all the exertions made in
fupport of the proteftant colony, the majority
inits favour at the firft meeting was little more
than Twenty. And it would feem that the debates
of that day partook pretty largely of modern
virulence, for a fcuffle took place in the Houfe of
Commons, which might have ended in blood-
fhed, if the precaution had not been taken to dif-
arm the combatants .before they were fuffered to
meet in Parliament.

The fteady government of Strafford kept down
thefe animofities, which had continued with un.
abated rancour until his time. - But at his removal
the old inhabitants, taking advantage of the weak-
nefs and diftra@tion of the Englith government
broke out into open hoftility and rebellion. The
flame had long been fmothered, and at length
burft forth with a terrible explofion. The native
Irith began the infurrection : but were foon joined
by the old Englith colony, and the Lords of Eng-
lith blood, with few exceptions ; and after a fierce
and bloody conteft:of eleven years, in which the
face of the whole ifland was defolated, and its
population nearly extinguithed by war, peftilence,

~and famine, the infurgents were fubdued, and

{uffered all the calamities which could be infliGted
on the vanquithed party, ina long contefted civil
war ;
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war; this was 4 civil war of exterminations—
The rebellion of 1798 would have been a war
of extermination, if it had not been for the
ftrong and merciful interpofition of Great Bri-
tain; and I could with that the befotted rebels
of this day, who have been faved from extermi-
nation by a Britith Monarch, would look back at
the bleflings of republican liberty, /dealt out to
their anceftors by the ufurper Cromwell.

His firlt a& was to collet all the native Irifh
who had furvived the general defolation, and" re-
mained in the country, and to tranfplant them
ito the province of Connaught, which had
been completely depopulated, and laid wafte in
the progtefls of the rebellion. ~ They-were of-
dered to retire there by a ‘certain day, and for-
bidden to repafs the river Shannon on pain of
death, and this fentence of deportation was ri
gidly enforced until the Reftoration: * Their an-
cient pofleflions were feized and given up to the
conquerors, as were the poffeflions of every man
who had taken part in the rebellion, or followed
the fortunes of the King, after the murder of
Charles .  And this whole fund was diftributed
amongft the officers and foldiers of Cromwell’s
army, in fatisfattion of the arrears of their pay,
and adventurers who had advanced money to de-
fray the expences of the war. And thusa new
Colony of new Settlers, compofed ‘of all the va-
rious fects which then infefted England, Indepen~
' . dents,
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dents, Anabaptifts, Seceders, Brownifts, Socinians,
Millenarians, and Diflenters of every defeription,
many of them infeted with the leaven of demo-
cracy, poured into Ireland, and were put into
poffeflion of the ancient inheritance of its inhabi-
tants : And I fpeak with great perfonal refpect
of the men, when I ftate that a very confider-
able portion of the opulence and power of the
kingdom of Ireland, centers at this day in the
defcendents of this motley collection of Englifh
adventurers.

It feems evident from the whole tenor of the
declaration made by Charles IL at his reftoration,
that a private ftipulation had been made by
Monck, in favour of Cromwell’s foldiers and ad-
venturers, who had been put into pofleflion of the
confifcated lands in Ireland ;- and it would have
been an act of grofs injuftice on the part of the
king, to have overlooked their interefts. - The'ci-
vil war of 1641, was axebellion againft the Crown
of England, and the complete redution of
the Irith rebels by Cromwell, redounded  ef-
fentially to the advantage of the Britith empire.
But admitting the principle in its fulleft extent,
it is impoffible to defend the Alts of Settlement
and Explanation, by which it was carried into
effet 5 and I could with that the modern aflertors
of Trifh dignity and independence would take the

trouble to read and underftand them.
D | The
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‘The A& of Settlement profefles to have for its
objet the execution of his Majefty’s gracious de-
claration for the fettlement of his kingdom of
Ireland, and fatisfaltion of the feveral interefts of
adventurers, foldiers, and other hijs fubjeéts
there, and after reciting the rebellion, the ‘enor.
mities committed in the progrefs of it, and the
final reduion of the rebels by the king’s E‘ngl'ifh"
and Proteftant- fubjects, by a general fveeping
claufe vefts in the king, his heirs and fucceflors,
all eftates real and perfonal of every kind whatfo-
ever 1n the kingdom of Ireland ; which at any
time from the 21ft of Ofober 1641, were feized
or fequeftered into the hands, or to the ufe of
Charles L or the then king, or otherwife difpofed
of, fet out or fet apart by reafon, or on acount of
the rebellion, or which were allotted, affigned,
or diftributed to any perfon or perfons for ad-
ventures, arrears, .reprifals, or otherwife, or
whercof any foldier, adventurer, or ether per-
fon were in poffeffion for or on account of the
rebellion : And having thus, in the firft inftance,
velted three fourths of the lands and perfonal pro-
perty of the inhabitants of this ifland in the king,
- commiflioners are appointed with full and exclu.
five authority, to hear and determine all claims
upon the general fund, whether of officers and
loldiers for arrears of pay, of adventurers who
had advanced money for carrying on the war,

or of mnocent papifts, as they are called; in
other
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other words, of the old inhabitants of the ifland,
who had been difpofieffed by-Cromwell, not for
having taken a part in the rebellion againft the
Englith crown, but for their attachment to the
fortunes of Charles II. But with refpet to this
clafs of fufferers, who might naturally have cx-
petted a preference of claim, a claufe is intro-
duced, by which they are poftponed after a decree
of innocence by the Commiffioners, until previous
reprifal fhall be made to Cromwell’s foldiers and
adventurers, who had obtained pofleffion of their
inheritance. 1 will not detain the Houfe with 2
minute detail of the provifions of this att, thus
paffed for the fettlement of Ireland ; but I wifh
gentlemen, who call themfelves the dignified and
independent Irifh nation, to know, that feven mil-
lions eight hundred thoufand acres of land were fet
out under the authority of this a¢t, to a motley crew
of Englith adventurers, civil and military, nearly
to the total exclufion of the old inhabitants of the
ifland ; manyof whom who were innocent of the
rebellion, loft their inheritance, as well for the
difficulties impofed upon them by the court of
claims in_the proofs required of their innocence,
as from a deficiency in the fund for reprifal to
Englith adventurers, arifing principally from a
profufe grant made by the Crown to the Duke of
York ; and the Parliament of Ireland, having made
this fettlement of the ifland in effe€t on themielves»
granted an hereditary revenue to the Crown, as an

indemnity
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indemnity for the fOI‘feltlll'CS thus relinquithed by
Charles II. :

After the expulfion of James from the throne of
England, the old inhabitants made a final effort
for recovery of their ancient power, in which
they were once more defeated by an Englifh army,
and the flender reliques of Irifh poffeflions became
the fubject of freth confifcation. From the report
made by the Commiffioners appointed by the
Parliament of England in 1698, it appears, that
the Irith fubje@ts outlawed for the rebellion of
1688, amounted to three thoufand nine hundred
and feventy-eight ; and that their Irith pofleffions,
fo far as could be computed, were of the value an-
nually of two hundred and eleven thoufand fix
hundred and twenty-three pounds, comprifing one
million fixty thoufand feven hundred and ninety-
two acres. This fund was fold under the authority
of an Englifh a& of parliament, to defray the ex-
pences incurred by England in reducing the rebels
of 1688, and the fale introduced into Ireland, a
new fet of adventurers,

It is . a fubjett of curious and important fpe-
culation to look back to the forfeitures of Ireland
incurred in the laft century. The fuperficial caon-
tents of the ifland are calculated at eleven millions

and forty-two thoufand fix hundred and eighty-
| two
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two acres. Let us now examine the ftate of for-
feitures : -\

Confifcated in the reign of James L
the whole of the province of Ulfter

containing, Acres - - 2,836,837
Set out by the court of claims at the |
Reftoration, Acres o . 7,800,000

Forfeitures of 1688, Acres - 1,060,792

Total, 11,697,629

So that the whole of your ifland has been con-
filcated, with the exception of the eftates of five
or fix old families of Englifh blood, fome of whom
had been attainted in the reign of Henry VIIL;
but recovered their pofleflions before Tyrone’s
Rebellion, and had the good fortune to efcape the
pillage of the Englith Republic infli¢ted by Crom-
well ; and no inconfiderable portion of the ifland
has been confifcated twice or perhaps thrice in the
courfe of a century., The fituation therefore of the
Irith nation at the Revolution ftands unparalleled
in the hiftory of the inhabited world, If the wars
of England carried on here, from the reign of
Elizabeth had been waged againft a foreign enemy,
the inhabitants would have retained their poffel-
fions under the eftablithed law of civilized nations ;
and their country have been annexed as a province
to the Britifh empire, But the continued and per-
fevering refiftance of Ireland to the Britith crown

during
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~ during the whole of the laft century, was mere
rebellion, and the municipal law of England at-
tached upon the crime. What then‘m the fitua-
tion of Ireland at the Revolution, and what is it at
- this day 7 The whole power and property of the
country has been conferred by fucceffive Monarchs
of England upon an Englifh colony, compofed of
three fets of Englifh adventurers, who poured
into this country at the termination of three fuc-
ceflive rebellions.—Confifeation is their common
title; and from their firlk fettlement they have
been hemmed in on every fide by the old inhabi-
tants of the ifland, brooding over their difcontents
m fullen indignation, It is painful to me to go in-
to this detail, but we have been for twenty years
_in a fever of intoxication, and muft be ftunned in-
to fobriety,

What then was the fecurity of the Englifh fettlers
for their phyfical exiftence at the Revolution ; and
what is the fecurity of their defcendants at this
day ?—The powerful and commanding protection
-of Great Britain.” If by any fatality it fails, you
are at the mercy of the old inhabitants of the
ifland ; and I thould have hoped, that the famples
of mercy exhibited by them in the progrefs of the
late rebellion, would have taught the gentlemen
wha call themfelves the Irith nation, to reflett
with fober attention on the dangers which fur-
round them, Their anceftors were fenfible of it

- SR
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as became them ; they faw the feeds of difimion

~in the connexion which then Tubfifted between

this country and Great Britain ; frong fymptoms
of political warfare had appeared fo early as 1698,
when heads of a bill were tranfimitted hence an«
der the Great Seal of Ireland, re-enacting an En.-
glith a&t of Parliament, made to bind Ireland.

The Englifh Houfe of Commons took up the
gauntlet with a high hand, a committee was ap-
pointed to examine Mr. Molyneux’s book;, ‘and
to report fuch paflages in it as they fhould find de.
nying the authority of the Parliament of Fngland,

~ alfo what proceedings have been in Ireland, thay

might occafion the faid pamphlet. On the 22nd
of June 1698, the committee reported the obnox.
ious paffages, and that on enquiry info the proceed-
ings in Ireland which might occafion the pamph-
let, they find in a bill tranfmitted under the great

_ feal of Ireland, during the late Parliament there,

entitled a bill for the better fecurity of her M.
jelty’s perfon and government, that the whole of
an alt pafled in England for abrogating the oath of
Supremacy in Ireland, and appointing other oaths ,
is re-enatted with fome alterations, and that in the
fame bill the crown of Ireland is fliled the impe-
rial crown of Ireland. Upon this report, the
Houfe refolved, memine contradicente, * that the
book publiflied by Mr. Molyneux, was of danger-
ous tendency to the ctown and people of Eng-

‘ land,
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fand, by denying the authority of the King and
Parliament of England to bind the kingdom,and
people of Ireland, and the fubordination and de-
pendence that Ireland hath and ought to have upon
England, as being united and annexed to the im-
perial Crown of England. They refolved alfo that
the bill lately tranfmitted from Ireland, whereby
an a& of Parliament made in England exprefsly
tobind Ireland is pretended to be re-enacted, had
given occafion and encouragement to forming and
publifhing the dangerous pofitions contained in the
f2id book. The Houfein a body prefented an ad-
drefs to the King, enlarging in terms of great in-
dignation on the book and its pernicious affertions,
and on the dangerous tendency of the procedings
of the Trith Parliament; befeeching his Majelty
to exert his royal prudence to prevent their being
drawn into example; and to take all neceffary care
that the laws which diret and reftrain the Parlia-
ment of Iteland" in their aétions be not evaded ;
and concluding with an affurance of their ready
cancurrence and affiftance in a parliamentary way,
to preferve and maintain the dependence and fub-
ordination of Ircland to the imperial crown of
England. = The king anfwers, © that he will take
care that what is complained of fhall be prevented
and redreffed, as the Commons defire.”” Thus
were the Parliaments of the two countries at iffue

fo early as the 1oth of King William. But the
Englifh
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Ej;gliﬂ) colony, however f{ore they mighthave felt

‘under the fharp rebuke of their countrymen, were
too fenfible of the dangers by which they were
furrounded, and their imbecility to encounter
them to pufh this political quarrel to a breach
with the Englifh Parliament; and at the next
meeting of the Parliament of Ireland, which did
not take place till the 2nd of Queen Anne, the
Houfe of Lords havmg taken into ferious confider-
ation the ftate of this nation, did on the 2 5thOc-
tober 1703, relolve, * that it was their opinion,
upon due confideration of the prefent conftitution
of this kingdom, that fuch an humble reprefenta-
tion be made to the Queen, of the ftate and con-
dition thereof, as may belt incline her Majeily by
fuch proper means as to her Majefty fhould feem
fit, to promote fuch an union with England, as
may qualify the ftates of this kingdom, to be re-
prefented there.

In 1707, the Houfe of Lords again took up the
fame fubje@, and in their addrels of congratu-
lation to the Queen on the Scotch Union, 1 be-
feech her Majefty to go on, and extend her fa-
vour to all her fubjects, till none are excluded
from fo great @ blegffmg, but fuch as by their own
frowardnefs or difaffettion to the public good,
bar themfelves from the general advantages of
Her Majefty’s reign; and exprefs_their hope that
Her Ma_]e{ty 5 goodnefb and wildom  will' con-

E quer
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qder even thofe, and make them fenfible of their
true intereft. In the fame year the Commons
addrefled the Queen to the fame effe®, and from
the coldnefs with which fhe anfwers the addreffes
of both Houlfes on ‘this fubje&, it is plain that
her nnmﬂers would not liften to the - ‘ propo-
fition of an Union with Ireland ; ‘and in find-
ing a fubltitute for it,. the:re was a ‘race of
impolicy between the countries.  The Parli-
ament of England feem to have confidered
the permanent debility of Treland, as their beft
fecurity for her connexion with. the Britifh crown,
and the Irifh Parliament to have refted the fe-
" curity of the colony, upon maintaining a perpe-
tual and impaflable barrier againft the ancient
inhabitants of the country. The executive go-
vernment was committed nominally to a Vice-
roy, but effentially to Lords Juftices, fele@ted from
the principal State Officers of the country, who
were entrufted with the condué@ of what was
called the King’s bufinefs, but might with more
propriety have been called the bufinefs of the
Lords Juftices. The. Viceroy came to Ireland
for a few months only in two years, and returned
to Fngland  perfettly fatisfied  with his miffion,
if he did not leave the concerns of the Eng-
lifh government worfe than he found them: and
the Lords Juftices in his abfence were entrufted
implicitly with the means of confolidating an

ariftocratic influence, which made them the ne-
ceffary
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ce{Tary inftruments of the Englith government.
After the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, the trade
of this country had fo increafed, that the he-
reditary revenue was -unply fufficient for every..
public fervice, and a confiderable furplus re-
mained in the Fxchequer, after defraymg every .
charge upon it, fo that in effect the crown’

little, if at all dependent on Parhament for fup- 4
port; and it is difficult to fay how lo*1g this
oligarchy might have kept its ground, if ‘the
intrigues of an ambitious ecclefiaftic, then at the
head of the Irith church, had not laid the foun-
dation of party heat and animofities, which have
long difturbed and degraded our parliamentary
proceedings. ~The great trial of firength between

-~ the Primate and the then Sp;:aker of the Houfe

of Commons was made in 1753, when a bill -
was propofed for applying.the furplus then in
the exchequer to pay a public debt which had
been fome time before contracted. The courtiers
of that day, ranged under the ecclefialtical ban-
ner, contended that this furplus belonged to the
Crown, and therefore, that the King’s previous
~aflent to its application, ought to be figmfied be-
fore the Commons could appropriate it. The pa-
- triots, ranged under the Speaker’s banner, infifted
that ne fuch affent was neceffary, and beat
their .political adverfaries by a fmall majority.
Heads of ‘a bill for the appropriation pafled the
Commons without taking notice of the King’s
E 2 prr.u us
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previous affent to it. They were rejected by the
Crown, and the furplus was applied by the royal
_authority, without the intervention of Parliament.
 But the Commons took effectual care that the
queftion fhould not occur a fecond time, by
appropriating every future furplus to their pri-
vate ufe, under the fpecious pi'eten;pc of local pub-
lic improvements. Wind-mills and Water-mills,
and Canals, and Bridges, and Splrning Jennies,
were provided at the public expence, and the Par-
liamentary patrons of thefe great national objects,
entrufted with full difcretionary powers over the
money granted to complete them. From this
fyftem of local improvement, a double advan-
tage arofe to the Irifh ariftocracy, it kept their fol-
lowers fteady in the ranks, and reducing the
Crown to the neceffity of calling for fupplies,
made the political fervices of the leaders neceffary
for the fupport of the King’s Government ; but

- the precedent was fatal, and a fyftem has gradu-

ally been built upon it, which would bear down
the moft powerful nation of the earth. The go-
vernment of England at length opened their eyes
to the defect and dangers of it; they fhook the
power of the ariftocracy, but were unable to
break it down, and fubftituted a much more ferious
evil, by giving birth to a race of political adventur-
" ers, poffefled of an inexhauftible ftock of noife and

indecorum, always at the difpofal of the beft and
' highe(t
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higheft bidder. Stll, however, political ferment
led to no ferious conflit till the period of the
American war, when we thought fit to avail eur-
felves of the hour of common danger and calamity,
to prefs the claims of Ireland in terms of marked
hoftility to the Britith nation. The imbecility
of Lord Buckinghamfhire’s government had ar-
rayed the volunteer army, and the addrefs to his
Majefty, voted in 1779, by the Commons, de-
manding a free trade as the right of Ireland, was
followed inftantly by a refolution of thanks to
that army for their array. On the old Irifh vo-
lunteers I defire to be underftood not to convey
any thing like a cenfure. Their conduét will re-
main a problem in hiftory; for without the thadow
of military controul, to their immortal honour it is
known, that from their firft levy, till they dif-
banded themfelves, no at of violence or out-
rage was charged againft them ; and they certainly
did on' every occafion where their fervices were
required, exert themfelves with effett to maintain
the internal peace of the country. The gentlemen
of Ireland were.all in their ranks, and maintained
a decided influence upon them. But I fhall never
ceale to think that the appeals made to that army
by the angry politicians of that day, were danger-
ous ‘and illjudged in the extreme; and that they
eftablifhed a precedent for rebellion, which has
fince been followed up with full fuccefs.

The
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'The conceflion of a free trade was fucceeded-
by the demand of a free conflitution ; and the-
Englifh colony was taught in an evil hour, to fepa-
rate itfelf from the Englith nation. Inflammatory
appeals to the volunteer army, which was held
up as the armed majefty of the people, were made
from day to day from the decifions of Parliament; -
and the public prints teemed with/refolutions and
addrefles, of menacing violencein the name of
different armed bodies, ftating their determination
to affert the freedom and independence of Ireland
to_the laft drop of their blood. The Duke of
Portland took upon him the government of Ireland
in the midft of this outcry, very naturally under
an impreflion, that the country was ripe for rebel- -
lion; in which however, T have no doubt, he was
deceived, I can affert with perfet confidence,
that no Gentleman of Ireland would at that day
have drawn his fword againft Great Britain, and
it certainly was the duty of the King’s fervants, in-
whom his reprefentative repofed a confidence,
fully to have explained this to him. g e

It is the fafhion now to affert, that what paffed at
that period ‘was acknowledged in both countries
to be a final adjultment of all political claims
_and _controverfies between them, and a full
lecurity for their conftitutional connexion. If it
be a final adjuftment of political controverfy, and.a
full fecurity for their connexion, it was-achieved
with a rapidity unexampled, and by means the moft

extraordinary
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* extraordinary which have ever “attended-an ad-

juftment of any kind between two independent
countries. The hiftory of this adjuftment lately
given in the name of the gentleman who'is ftyled
the Father of -it, is— W IR

“That it emanated from the armed conven-
“ tion affembled at Dungannon, was approved
“_.at county meetings of the people armed ‘and

“ unarmed, and was fan@ioned and regiftered

. oy the_ Irith 'Pal'liament.”

If this hiftory of our boafted conftitution be
well founded, I have no feruple to declare, that
we cannot too foon get rid of. It; we may very
probably, if this be true,- have a new armed con.
vention, aflembled at Wexford or-at Naas, and a
new conftitutional emanation from it, of a govern-
ment compofed of adiretory'and two councils, or
of a confulate andtribunate and confervative fe-
nate ; which I doubt not fome future Houfe of
Commeons may fanétion and regiiter in either form,
But what is the true hiftory of - this final adjuit.
ment ?—The Duke of Portland arrived at the feat
of his government in the evening .of the 14th
of April 1782, during a recels of -Parliament.
On the 16th Parliament met, and a meflage
was fent ‘down to both Houfes, in the King’s

e name,
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name, to know the grounds of difcontent and

jealoufy which then prevailed in Ireland, and re- !
commending to Parliament to take them into con-
fideration. In anfwer to this meflage, an addrefs
was moved in the Commons, bj a very refpectable
country gentleman, fuch as became a {fober and
rational man,—< That in obedience to his Ma-
jefty’s moft gracious recommendation, the Com-
mons would without delay take into their confi-
deration the difcontents and jealoufies which have
arifen in this kingdom, the caufes” whereof they
would inveftigate with all convenient difpatch,
and humbly fubmit to his Majefty’s royal juf-
tice and wifdom.” But the ardour of a popular
ftatefman could not brook the difgrace of reflec-
tion, and an amendment to the addrefs was moved
and ‘voted by the Commons in the fpace of
one half hour, containing the whole of this final
adjuftment on the part of Ireland. No man
of common fenfe will believe that the King’s
minifters in Great Britain or Ireland, could

have been fuch dupes and drivellers as to reft -

the future connexion of the two countries upon
fuch a proceeding. But this no longer remains a
queftion of inference or opinion ; the official cor-
refpondence of the Duke of Portland, laid be-
fore the Britith Houfe of Commons in the laft
feffion of Parliament, clears up the point moft
completely. Our addrefs was voted on the 16th

* of April—and on the 6th of May following the
- Duke
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Duke of Portland writes to Lord Shelburre,
s« recommending to the Britifh cabinet conceflion
“ of all the points demanded by the Irith addref-
“ fes,” but “ flating his perfet confidence inithe
¢ readinefs of the Irifh Parliament to co-operatein
¢ the moft effectual meafures either with the King’s
“ confidential fervants, or by commiffioners to.be
¢ appointed, or through the: medium of the Chief
“ Governor ; to fettle the precife limits of the
‘¢ independence which is required, the confidera-
- ¢ tion which fhould be given for ‘the prote&ion
“ expected, and the propertion which it would be
“ proper for them to contribute towards the gene-
“ ral [upport of the empire; in purfuance of the
“ declaration contained in the concluding para-
“ graph of their own addrels; the regulation of
““ the trade would make a.wery neceflary article
¢ of the treaty.” This communication was made
by the Duke of Portland .bg:fore the claims of Ire-
land were brought inte difcuffion in the Britifh Par-
liament, and plainlyon the faith of this reprefen-
tation made to the Britifh cabinet, of the readi-
nefs on the part of Ireland to fettle every queftion
of imperial poliey or regulation which might
thezeafter arife, ,the fubje&t of our claims were
brought on inthe Britith Parliament, and on the
15jth  of May; refolutions of both: Houfes were
agreed to, fuft, “ That the a& of 6 George I.
for the better fecuring the dependency of the king-
dom of Jreland upon the Crown of Great Britain

| £4% 2 “ ought
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ought to be repealed.” And fecondly, « That it
is indifpenfable to the intereft and happinefs of the
kmgdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, that the
connexion between them fhould be eftablifhed by
mutual confenton a folid and permanent bafis ; and
Jor this purpofe, both Houfes addrefs his Majeﬂy
“to defire that he will be gracioufly pleafed to take
fuch meafures as his Majefty fhould in his royal
wildom think moft conducive to the eftablifhing
by mutual confent, the connexion between this
kingdom and the kingdom of Ireland, upon a folid

and permanent bafis.”

The only act to be done on the parteof the Bri-
tifh Parliament in compliance with our addrefs,
was the repeal of the Statute of 6 George I.
cvery other article of Irifh grievance arofe from
Irifh Statutes, and therefore if the two Houfes of
the Britith Parliament could have fuppofed that
the repeal of thele Statutes alone were to conftitute
a final adjuftment, or eftablifh any thing in the
fhape of fecurity for the connexion between the
two kingdoms, thev would have ftopped at their
refolutions for a repeal of the a& of George ; but
in conformity with the reprefentations of the Duke
of Portland, they goon and addrels his Majefly.
For what ?—To take fuch meafures as to his royal
wildom fhall feem meet, and may be moft con-
ducive to eftablith by mutual confent the connexi-

on between the two kingdoms upen a folid and
That is, “ that the king would

permanent bafis,
be
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be plealed either by communications made to
his confidential fervants, or through the medium
of the chief governor of .Ireland, or by commil-
fioners, fet on foot a treaty between his kingdoms
of Great Britain and Ireland, to fettle the precife
limits of the independence required, the confidera-
tion to be given for the protection expelled,
and the proportion which it would be proper for
Ireland to contribute towards the general fupport of
the empire : in purfuance of the declaration con-
tained in the concluding paragraph of their own
addrefs.”—A treaty which the Duke of Portland
ftated as eflential to a final adjuftment, and in it-
felf fo evidently neceflary to eftablifh peace and
connexion between the two countries, that he had
perfe& confidence in the readinefs of the Irith
parliament to enter upon and conclude it on fair
and honourable terms; a treaty held out to the
Britith cabinet, as an inducement for conceflion
of all the points demanded by the Irith addreffes:
And it is clear and plain that fome members of the
Britifh cabinet did, without delay, apply them-
felves to draw out a plan of fuch a treaty. For
in the fame correfpondence, we find a letter writ-
ten'on the 2oth of May 1782, by the Duke of
Portland to-Mr, ——~——_ in anfwer to a difl-
patch received from him— I fhould be very glad
““ to hear that Lord Charlemont was inclined to.
“ acegde to any part, or even to the idea of fuch a
“ plan as you have communicated tome ; I fhould

“ think
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¢ think it a material ftep to that fituation in which
« it is the clearintereft of both kingdoms to be
<« placed, being convinced that what is moft like
“union is the moft probable bond of con-
“ nexion to reftore and perpctuatctfheh&rmouy
« and profperity of the two countries.”. Another
memniber of the cabinet, whofe title ‘to- the repu-
tation of genuine Englith whiggifna noman will de-
ny, the late Marquis of Rockingham, writes at the
fame time to the famie effe@®. His letter is
dated the 25th of May—®“The eflential points
“on the part of Ireland now acceded to,
“will, 1 truft, eftablifh a perfe& cordiality be-
¢« twween the two countries, and as there cannot
“ now exift any ground of conteft or jealoufy
¢ between them on/matters of right, the only
< object left for both will be how finally to arrange,
“ fettle, and radjuft all matters, whereby the
«union of power, ftrength, and mutual and
¢ reciprocaladvantage will be beft permanently
« fixed.—I obferve in Lord Shelburne’s letter to
« your Grace of the 18th of May, he ftates more
« relu@ance to the idea of commiflioners than I
“ fhould judge to be the general opinion of his
* Majefty’s fervants ; the meafure may be doubt- -
*“ful; but if ‘approved by the leading gentlemen
“.of Ireland, might be produélive of much good.”

Here
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Here then is damning proof of the ' falfe-
hood and folly of the affertion, that the tranf-
a&tions which pafled 1 1782, were confidered as
final betWeen Great Britain and Ireland. —Itis
plain that they were looked upon by all parties as
leading only to a future treaty for confolidating
the ftrength, and eftablifhifig the connexion of
both countries on a broad and permanent bafis;
and no honeft and fenfible Irifhman could have

looked to the conceflions then made by Great
~ Britain, in any other point of view, than the
advantage which Ireland derived from them in
enabling her to treat on equal terms ;—and it was
not until the Duke of Portland had every reafon
to believe that fuch treaty was in a fair train of
fettlement, that he announced the proceedings of
the Britith parliament in a fpeéch from the throne.
This was done on the 27th of May—and on
the 6thof June, the Duke of Portland writes
to Lord Shelburne:—“1I have the beft reafon to
“ hope that I fhall foon be enabled to tranfmit to
« you the fketch or outlines of an aét of parlia-
‘“ ment to be adopted by the legiflatures of the
“ refpe@ive kin"gdoms, by which the fuperintend-
“ ing power and {upremacy of Great Britain in
¢ all matters of fate and general commerce, will
“ be virmally and effeCtually acknowledged; that
¢ a fhare of the expence in carrymg on a de-
i feuﬁve or offenfive war, either in fupport of
““ our own dominions, or thofe of our allies, fhall

“ be
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¢ be borne by Ireland in proportion to the adiual
<¢ flate of her abilities, and that fhe will adopt
“ every fuch regulation as may be judged necef-
“fary by Great Britain for the better ordering
““and [ecuring her trade and commerce with fo-
““ reign nations, or her own colonies aad depen-
“ dencies, confideration being duly had to the
¢ circumf{tances of Ireland.—I am flattered wih
“ the moft pofitive affurances from — — —
*““ and — of their fupport in carrying fuch a bill
through both houfes of parliament, and I think it
“ moft advifeable to bring it to perfeétion at the
¢ prefent moment.”—And I happen to know from-
an unofficial quarter, that the fketch of fuch an
act of parliament was then drawn—I know the
gentleman who framed it, and T know from the
lame quarter, that blank and blank, and blank
and blank did unequivocally fignify their appro~
bation of it,

It may well be fuppofed that this communi-
cation was received with the fatisfaétion which it
demanded by the Britith cabinet. On the gth of
June, Lord Shelburne writes to the Duke of Port-
land 1n anfwer to his laft difpatch:—¢ The con-
““tents of your Grace’s letter of the 6th inft. are
“ too important to hefitate about detaining the mef-
““fenger, whilft I affure your Grace of the fatis-
““ faction which I know your letter will give the

2o ng-—-
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“ King—I bhave lived in the moft anxious ex-
* pe&lation of fome fuch meafure offering itfcif:
“ nothing prevented my prefling -it in this dif-
“ patch, except having repeatedly ftated the juft
“expetations of this country, I was apprehen-
“five of giving that the air of demand, which
“would be better left to a voluntary {pirit of
“ juftice and forefight. No matter who has the
* merit, let the two kingdoms be one, which
“can only be by Ireland now acknowledging,
““the fuperintending power and fupremacy to be
“ where nature has placed it, in precife and un-
“ ambiguous terms. I am fure I need not incul-
“cate to your Grace, the importance of words
“in an a¢t which muft decide on the happinefs
“of ages. particularly in what regards contri-
“bution and trade, fubjeés moft likely to come
“ into frequent queftion.”

This bright profpe& of peace and happinefs
was, however, veryfoon clouded ; for on the 22nd
of June, the Duke of Portland writes to Lord
Shelburne :—* The difappointment and mortifi-
“cation I fuffer by the unexpetted change in
“ thofe difpofitions which had authorized me to
“ entertain the hopes, I had perhaps too fangui-
“ nary exprefled in my letter of the 6th, muft
“not prevent me from acquainting you, that for
“the prefent thefe expeftations muft be given
= up—I truft and am inclined to flatter myfelf

“ they



« they are only fufpcnded and that thcy wi ’703
« revived when the temper, of this country has
« recovered its tone, and . acqlmed that degree
«“ of compofure, uhlch muft give it
“ peceffary for effeCiuating fo' wife and,
“a meafurc. By the accounts of the. ev.

“ thefe three or four days, and, by@zetlmldlty
 and jealoufy of the firft peop;c in this country,
““ it 1sclear that any m_]udlc:loug or offenfive mea-
« fure may be prevented, bu;,that any attempt to
« conciliate the minds of thls nation to any fuch
cc meafure as I intimated the hope of, would at
< this moment be deluﬁve and impoffible.”

E "
- 'f.'i*

To us who were eye-v‘ itneffes of the tranfaéhons
of that day, this fadden change of difpofition is
perfeétly intelligible. . Mr. Flood had ftarted his
political curiofity of fimple repeal, in the inter-
val between the time of promifed fupport of a
treaty for final imperial adjuftment, and this
fudden change of difpofition of which the Duke of
Portland had fo much reafon to complain, he had
contrived to turn the tide of popular clamour
againft his political rivals, and they were alarmed
leftin the difcuffion of the treaty, he might play
the game againft them, which they played in’1783
againft the Irith nation; by miftating and milie-
prefenting it, as a furrender of Irifh dignity and
independence, and an infidious rectamation by the
Britith cabinet of the legiflative authority of the

Britifh
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Britith Parliament ; and thus were the peace and
happinefs of ages, the clear interefts of Great
Britain and Ireland, and their lafting connexion,
facrificed to the tumd:ty and jealoufy of the pa-
triot ftatefmen of 1782, or rather to their corrupt
love of a flimfy and precarious popularity. Let
them have grace now to hide their heads, acd pot
to talk of final adjuftment.

But before I difmifs this adjuftment of 1782,

I fhall take leave to advert to the defcription

given by the gentleman who is called the father
of it, of the fponfors of its finality; it iscon-
tained in his valediQory addrefs to his conftitu-

- ‘ents of the metropolis at the expirdtion of the

laft Parliament. < The greater part of the Irifh
“ Boroughs were creations by the Houfe of Stew-
art, for the avowed purpofe of modelling and
fubverting the Parliamentary conftitution of
Ireland ; thefe are underftated when they are
called abufes in the conftitution; they were
grofs and monftrous violations, recent and
wicked innovations, and fatal ufurpations in
the conftitution, by Kings whofe family loft
their kingdom for crimes lefs deadly to freedom,

and who in their Star chamber tytanny, in their
court of high commiffion, in®heir Ship money,
or in their difpenfing power, did not commit an
at {o diabolical in intention, fo mortal in prin-
ciple, or fo radically fubverfive of the funda-

G ““ mental
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“ mental rights of the realm, as the fabrication
“ of Boroughs; which is the fabricaticn of a
“ court Parliament, and the exclufion of a Con-
“ flitutional commons, and which i‘s“&&bvcrﬁon
“ not of the fundamental laws buot dﬁh@@bnﬁim-
“ tional law-giver; you banifh thae family for
* other adls, but you retain that a& by which
“ you have banifhed the commions:” The birth
“ of the Borough inundation was the deftrudicn
“ of liberty and property: . James the I. who
“ made that inundation, by that means deftroyed
“ the titles of his Irifh fubje@s to their lands ; the
“ robbery. of his liberty was followed by the
“ robbery of his property. This King had an
“ inflrument more fubtile and more pliable 'than
““ the fword,. and againit the liberty of the fib-
“ jeét more cold and deadly, a court inftrument,
“ that palls itlelf in the covering of the conftituti-
* on, and in her own colours and in her name,
““ plants the dagger,—a Baroitg/z Farliament. This
““ fabric of Boroughs like a regal pandemonium,
““ conftitutes a regal Houfe of Commons.” It is
not a little fingular that this Gentleman has ac-
cepted a gift of fifty thoufand pounds from this
fame regal pandemonium ; and it is to be hoped
thatif his benefattors have merited one fenth of
his maledi&ions, he will have the jufltice to bring
back the gift, ‘ principal and mtereft, into the Ex-
chequer. I am almoft athamed to dwell upon
this topic of final adjultment, and fhall refer the
Houfe -
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Houfe only to the comment of one other of the
parties to it. Mr. Fox, a leading member of the
Britith cabinet in 1782, on the 220d of June
1785, in one of his {peeches againft the commer-
cial propofitions, he declares, that no commer-
cial regulation had been intended by the admini-
firation of 1782, in propofing the fecond refolu-
tion on the Irifh addrefs ; « there were, he faid,
< at that time certainly fome regulations wanting
« between the two countries, which weretoextend

¢ to political objeéts alone, and not to commercial,

“ they went to eftablifh what was much wanted,
“ fomething to replace that power, which in their
“ ftruggles for independence, the Irith had 1m-
« prudently infifted on having abolifhed, and
¢« which he had given up, in compliance with
« the firong current of prejudice of that nation,
¢« tho’ with a reluctance which nothing but irre-
« fiftible neceflity could have overcome; the
« power which he wifhed to have feen replaced,
« was that which had fo often been of late under
« difcuffion in the Parliament, and which kad
“ been varioufly termed, f{ometimes called com-
“ mercial, at other times external, and frequent-
“ ly imperial legiflation. That powerbeing pre-
cipitately abolifhed, fome fuccedaneum fhould
« be found for it, for without one general fuperin- |
« tending authority, toembrace and comprehend
“ the whele (yitem of the navigation of the empire,
“ it

[13
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it muft neceffarily happen that much confufion
and great inconvenience will take place.”

¢c

But let me admit, in contradiflion to- thefe
damning proofs, that this was conﬁderedvby both
countries as a final adjuftment. If pradice and
experience have proved that it has fowed the feeds
of ceafelefs contention and periodical rebellion, is
there a principle of found policy or common fenfe
to preclude a revifion of it ?

Waving for a2 moment the dignity and inde-
pendence of imperial Ireland, let us fee how her
government in its prefent ftate of connexion with
Great Britain muft be adminiftered. We admit
the dependence of the €rown of Ireland upon the
Crown of Great Britain, but there is a diftin&
Parliament in each country, exercifing all legifla-
tive fun&tions without reftriction ; the unity and
dependence of our executive is unqueftioned,
but all Legiflative authority in either country
is denied to the other, not only in muni-
cipal regulations, but in every branch of impe-
rial policy, whether of trade and navigation,
of peace and war, of revenue, or of the execu-
tive government, when it may happen to be com-
mitted to a Regency. Between two countries
equal in power, fucha connexion could not fub-
fift for one hour, and therefore, its exiftence muft
depend upon the admitted inferiority and mafked

" fubordination
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fubordination of one of them. Ireland 1is that
inferior country, and call her conftitution inde-
pendent or dignified, or by any other high found-
ing title in the Irith Vocabulary, her’s muft be
a provincial government, and of the worft de-
feription; a government maintained, not by the
avowed exercife of legitimate authority, but by
a permanent and commanding influenee of the
Englifh executive in the councils of Ireland, as
a neceflary fubftitute forit. In the prelent flate
of connexion between Great Britain and Ireland
there can be no other bond of their Union. If
there be not an implicit concurrence by Ireland,
in every imperial a& of the Crown, which has
the fan&ion of the Britith Parliament, and 1a
every article of Britifh Legiflation upon imperi-
al fubjefts, there is ‘an end of your connexion
with the Britith nation ; and I repeat, that the on-
ly fecurity which can by poffibility exift for this
national concurrence; is a permanent and com-
manding influence of the Englith executive or
rather of the Eoglifth cabinet, in the councils of
Ireland. Such a connexion is formed, not for
mutual ftredgth and fecurity, but for mutual de-
bility,—it is'a connexion of diftiné minds and
ditin& interefts, generating national difcontent
and jealotfy, and perpetuating faftion and mif-
government in the inferior country, The firft
obvious difadvantage to Irelandis, thatinevery
department of the ftate, every other confidera-

’ ation
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tion muft yield to Parliamentary power ; letutl}c \
miflconduét of any public officer be whatit may,
if he is fupported by a powerful Parliamentary in-
tereft he is too ftrong for the King’s reprefentative.
A majority 1o the parliament of Great ﬁf:tain,
will defeat the minifter of the day;'_bg;,_fé ma-
jority in the parliament of Ireland againft the
king’s government, goes directly to feparate this
kingdom from the Britith erownj; if it continues,
feperation orwar is the inevitable iffue--and there-
fore it 1s, that the general executive of the em-
pire, fo far as is eflential toretain Ireland as a
member of it, is completely at the mercy of the
Irifh parliament : and it is vain to expe&, fo long
as man continues to be-acreature of paffion and
intereft, that he will not avail himfelf of the cri-
tical and diflicult fituation, in which the executive
government of this: kingdom muft ever remain,
under its prefent eenflitution, to demand the fa-
vours of the Crown, not as the reward of loyalty
and fervice, but as the ftipulated price, to be paid
in advance, for the difcharge of a public duty.—
1very unprincipled and noify adventurer who can
atcheive the means of putting himfelf forward,

commences his political career on an avowed

fpeculation of profit and lofs, and if he

fatls. to negociate his political job, will en-

deavour to extort it by fa&tion and fedition,

and  with unblufhing effrontery, to faften’ his

own corruption on the King’s Minifters.—En-

¢lith infuence 1s the inexhauftible theme for

popul'ar
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popular irritation and diftruft of every fadti-
ous and dilcontented man who fails in the ftruggle
to make himfelf the necc{Tary inftrument of
it—Am I then juftified, in ftatirg that our pre-
fent connexion with Great Britain, is in its
nature formed for mutual debility; that it muft
continue to generate pational dilcontent and jea-
]oufy; and perpetuate faction and mifgovernment
in Ireland ? T will now flate with equal confidence
that our prefent connexion is formed for periodical
Irith rebellions, fo often as Great Bmam is en-

gaged in a foreign war.

Itisa fa& of public notoriety that on the ac-
knowledgment of Irith independence in 1782,
the firlt ftep taken by fome gentlemen of this
country, who have been in the habit of confider-
ing the Irith nation as their political inheritance,
was to make it a muniment of their title, by form-

- ing a political confederacy offenfive and defenfive

in both countries. The bafis of this alliance was,

- mutual engagement to play the independence of

Ireland againft their political antagonifls when-
ever they happened to occupy the feat of power;
and if T am’ to judge by the conduét of the par-
ties principally concerned up to this hour, to fo-
ment turbulence and fa&ion in Iteland even
to open tebellion, if it thould be found necef
faryito the removal of an obnoxious Britifh ad-
minifiration.—In profecution of this very laud-

aL.C
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able fyflem, it became an eflential obje& of 4
confederacy to guard againft any fettlement be-
tween Great Britain. and Ireland, which might
cut off the moft obvious fources of mﬂtﬁal jea-
loufy and difcontent, and the addrefs with which
this was effefled in 1785, will remaina memorab)e
cxample of the virtires and talents of gentlemen,
who had the merit of baffling the commercial
treaty of thatday. The principal articles of it
had been firft propofed in the Irifh parliament,
and fent over to Great Britain for the concurrence
of the parliament of that country. The Britifh
merchants and manufactarers inftantly took the
alarm. They crowded to the bar of the Britifh
floufe of Commons with petitions againft the
Iifh propofitions, as calculated to transfer the
wealth and induftry and population of Great Bri-
taln to this country. Farliament however had
wifdom and firmnefs to withftand this ground-
lefs clamonr, and the propofitions fent from Ire-
land, were in fubftance agreed to. One article of
the treaty was, that the precarious grant to Ire-
land in 1779, of a right to trade with the Bri-
rifh colonies and plantations thould be confirmed
and made perpetual. And in the courfe of debate
it was objefted, and with grear reafon, , that
Ireland  being an independent kingdom, there
was 0o fecurity for her adopting the regulations
made by Great Britain, of her trade and navi.

gation
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gatiod with thefe fame colonies ind plantations.
‘To obviate this objeftion an article was propoi-ed.
by Great Britain for our adoption, fipulating
that fo long as Ireland continued to trade v_vlth
the Britifh colonies and pléintations, fhe worﬂd
adopt the regulations of trade and navigation
impofed by the Britith parliament é?n B'utlvfh
fubje@s in caTying on the fame trade, and
that whenever Ireland did not chufe fo to do,
for fo much the treaty fhould be at an end
-—inﬁan'tl‘jz the members in the Britith par-
fjament who had theretofore oppofed the treaty as
being exclufively beneficial to this country, fhift-
ed their ground, they became the loudeft

¢hampions of Irifl independence, and refifted

this article, of which they were in effe&t the au-
thors, as an infringement of our recently ac-

- quh‘édfree conftitution, and an infidious attempt

to reclaim the legiflative fupremacy of _Great
Britain.

i have been informed from authority which I
tannot doubt, that this curiofity- was ftruck out by
a gentleman of diftinguithed ability, a native of
this couatiy,  who has long been a member of the
Britifh Houfe of Commons; and that when he
firft ftated’it to the party with whom he alted,
they reprobated the deception as too grofs even for
Trifh dupery. He told them, ¢ I know my coun-

trymen, and be affured they will fwallow the bait.”
H The



the Irith gudgeon did fwallow the bait, plain
and palpable as it was.—perif, the, Empire—Ijve
the Conftitution ! was the theme of Irith dignity
of that day; a fpecies of furviverthip net altoge-
ther intelligible to a man of plain underftand.
Ing; but the jargon was received with general
and enthufiaftic acclamation, a¢2 fublime effi-
fion of Irifh eloquence, and unan{werable proof
of Britith duplicity. Wil any man be found at
this day to believe, that the forward chara@ers
in this Irith farce were duped by their Britifh
connexions? No. The folid mterefts of Great
Britain and Ireland,  ang the fair foundation of
their permanent connexion were facrificed: on the
altar of faction ; and in Jefs than three years from
the period of boafted final adjuflment, did impe-
rial Ireland come to a breach with the Britith na-
tion on the important imperial queftion of trade
and navigation. Withinthe next four years a new
imperial queftion arofe, the moft critical and ip-
portant which could have come into difcuffion ; 2
queftion of the identity of the executive power ;
and here again imperial Ireland came toa breach
with the Britifh nation, marked by virulent hofti-
lity. It had pleafed God to afflict our good and
beloved King with a malady, which induced a
rnomentary difability in the perfonal exercife of his
royal fur &ions, The Parliament of Great Britain,
to
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to whom this great public calamity was announced
almoft immediately after it had been vifited on the
Britith empire, proceeded with becoming delibe-
ration to provide for the exercife of the royal
functions, during then: fufpenﬁon in the perfon of
the Sovereign; and whilft their deliberations de-
pended, the Parliament of Ireland met. I was
then a member of the Houfe of Commons, and
fpeak now from my knowledge of their proceed-
ing. On the 5th of February, 1789, this calamity
was announced to theLords and Commons, by the
Marquis of Buckingham, in a fpeech fiom the .
throne; and on the next day many voluminous
documents explaining the nature and extent of it,
were by his command laid on the table of the
Houfe of Commons. It was propofed, that an
interval of ten days thould be allowed for confide-
ration ; and that the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf
nto a committee on the 16th of February, to take
mto confideration the ftate of the nation. This
propofition, however, was negatived by a majo-
rity nearly of fifty, and the committee was or-
dered to fit on the 11th. The documents on
which they profefled to ground their deliberations,
were printed by order, and were delivered to the
members wet from the prefs, as they entered the
‘Houfe of Commons on the 11th, the day on
which the committee fat. I prefled in vain for
‘an adjournment even of one day, that fome ap-
. pearance of decency might be kept up upon a fub-

jed
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jeét fo ferious and folemn ; and being overruled
T defired, that the printed documents might be

" read by the clerk of the committee at the table

This could not be refufed, but fuch was: the noile
and confufion that prevailed whenhe fet about tc
read the evidence on which the deliberations o
the Bririfh Parliament were at that moment en:
gaged, that I gave it up, and the committee pro:
ceeded to fettle this momentous queftion, withou!
2 tittle of evidence before them, on which they
could be fuppofed to found.a parliamentary pro-
ceeding. Before their. adjournment, however.
they came to two refolutions :—Firft, that the
perfonal exercife of the royal authority was inter-
rupted for the prefent, by his Majefty’s indifpof:-
tion : And fecond, that an humble addrefs fhould
be prefented to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of
“‘Wales to requeft of him to take upon himfelf the
government of this kingdom, during his Majefty’s
indifpofition, under the ftile and title of Prince
Regent of Ireland. The committee made their
report the fame night; and it was inftantly re-
ceived and agreed to. The next day the addrels
was voted by the Houfe of Commons, and fent
up to the Lords for their concurrence ; and thus
within fix days from the time when this moft mo-
mentous queftion was firft fubmitted to the Com-
mons of Ireland, did they difpofe of it, without
a femblance of decency or deliberation, and 1a

dire& violation of the law. The addrels under-
' ‘ | went



.ﬁ"q_jfcharged an indifpenfable duty, to which they

weant fome flight alteration in this Houfe, and was
brought up to the King’s Reprefentative on the
18th of February by both Houfes, for tranfmiflion

to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales. When

Lord Buckingham informed them, ¢ that under
the impreflions which he felt of public duty, and
of the oath of office he had taken, he was obliged
to decline tranfmisting their addrefs into Great
Britain, not concelving himfelf warranted to lay
before the Prince of Wales an addrefs purporting
to inveft his Royal Highnefs with powers to take
upon him the government of this realm, before
he fhall by law be enabled fo to do,” the Com-
mons were pleafed to take fire at this refufal,
which they treated as an infult to their dignity,
and p_roceeded to affertit, by felecting four very
worthy gentlemen as parliamentary commiflioners
for prefenting their addrefs, who on their arrival
at the city of Liondon, found they were bearers of
a fool’s meflage, and by voting what they called a
cenfure on the King’s Reprefentative ; but what
I fhall always confider as a very honourable
mark of diftin&tion for not {acrificing his allegi-
ance, and violating his oath of office In com-
pliment to their paffion and folly, they re-
folved “that in ‘addrefling his Royal Highnefs
the Prince of Wales to take upon him the govern-
metit of this country, the Lords and Cofhimons
of Treland have exercifed an undoubted right, and

only
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ouly are competent.” And further, that his Fx-
cellency’s anfwer to both Houfes of Parliament is
ill-advifed, contains an unwarranted and unconfti-
tutional cenfure on the proceedings of both ngﬁgs
of Parliament, and attempts to queftion the. pn-
doubted rights and privileges of the Lords an&
Commons of Ireland. It fo happened, that the
Lord Lieutenant’s Secretary received his dify patches
m the Houfe of Commons, during the fenfible and
temperate debate upon thefe refolutions ;. and the
King’s convaleflcence was announced in the Lon-
don Gazette, under the authority of DoGtor War-
ren, who was Dot the moft fanguine of his Majefty’s
phyficians, as having taken place; on the 11th of
February, the day on which the Irith Houfe of
Commons bad voted the fufpenfion of his royal
functions ; and when I tThewed this Gazette to the
gentlemen who then compofed the Irith govern-
ment, with a recommendation to them at leaft to
fufpend the miffion of their commiffioners, I have
a perfe&t recolle@ion, that fome of them accufed,
me of producing a forged Gazette.

»

Let me appeal to every fober member of the
eommunity, whether this country can ever reco-
ver this fhock to her fecurity, under the prefent
form of her connexion. You have here recorded
on the Journals of Parliament a broad precedent

for feparation. Nay, if the proceedmgs of the
Irifh
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Irifh Parliament can be fuppoled to have any thing
of validity in them, you were for fome weeks in a
ftate of aftual feparation fiom Great Britain, I
can affert with perfe@ confidence, that for feveral
weeks the authority of the Britifh crown was not
acknowledged in Ireland.

The authors of this enormity affert, in ex-
tenuation of their conductt, that their choice foll
upon the fame perfonage whom it was known
the Britifh parliament, would of neceflity, look
to in the exifting eémergency ; but if Ireland has
a choice, the principle of feparation is eftablifh.
ed, and the principle not only ftands broadly af-
ferted on the Journal of Parliamenr, but has been
acted upon by two branches of the legiflature. —
If Ireland has a choice of her Regency during
any fortuitous ineapacity attached to the Crown
that choice may fall hereafter, on a French, or
an Irith Conful ; and when we look at the fur.
ther extravagancies of the Houfe of Commong
in 1789, it is by no means an impofiible event.
The fupplies for that year had heep voted incom-
mittee, for the ordinary period, to the 25th of
Mareh 1790; but before the report of the com-
mittees of fupply and Ways and means, his Ma-
Jelty’s Iecovery was announced ; the Mutiny Bill
hadalfo been agreed to in the committee for the
ordinary term of ope year; and what was the of:

fering
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4



56

fering of duty by the Irith Commons to greet
their Sovereign on his recovery? a ﬂint@d,bﬁl
of fupply, and a ftinted mutiny bill. Sodong
29" the felf-created government confidered itfelf
eftablifhed, the chiefs who compofed it were
willing to accept the fupplies and maintain the
z{rmy : but the moment they found their fovereign
refored to his people, they ftinted the fupply to
+wo months, and ftinted the mutiny bill to the
fame period ; and this was done by the Houfe of
Commons, in confequence of the King’s reco-
very; the cefolutions of the committee of fupply
were altered, as was .the mutiny bill, on the re-
port, for the avowed purpofe of controuling the
Crown in the juft exercife of its vital preroga--
tives. Let the people of Ireland who are taught
+0 look with abhorrence on the parliament of
Great Britain, contraft this proceeding with the
' condu& of the Houfe of Commons, on the change
which took place in the adminiftration in 1783
The minifters, who had been juft put out of office,
had a decided majority in the Houfe of Com-
mons ; was any man found in the Britith parlia-
ment, to make a propofition to withhold or ftint
the fupplies ? no—in the warmth of political
animofity the Commons of Great Britain felt their
paramount duty to the Britith nation. InIreland
the peace and honour of the kingdom were facri-
ficed without feeling or remorfe to vindiétive am-
bition and rapacity; and to the feandal and difl-
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grace of the irif nation, the authors '_ of thefe
~ enormitiés long eflcaped public and g’enerai'repro-
bation ; but the influence of the Irith precedent
on our connexion with the Britith Crown, nevet
tan be repaired, and when looked to in the full
extent of its mifchief, ought to make every fober
man in the community fhudder for his fafety,
under the exifting confiitution. The bond of
Union, if it exifts, arifes from two Irifh ftatutes—
the A& of Annexation of Henry VIIL. and the
A& of Recognition of William and Mary—one
an A& of the Colonial Parliament, the other an
A& of the Borough Patlianrent, or in the phrafe
of Revolution, of the Regal Pandemonium.
Is it even an imhprobable event, that in fome future
convalfion of party, the Houfe of Commonsmay
bé ‘perfuaded to think, as the City of Dublin has
been tutored, that the dependénce of our execu-
tive on the Britith Crown is the worft condition
of flavery ?—* That in the legiflative ufurpation
 of the Britith parliament, the greatnefs of the
“ tyrant qualified the condition of the flave, but
““ that by their dependence on the Britith Crown
“ the people are proftrate .to the legiflative ufur-
“ pation of another body, a Britith cabinet,
“ a humiliated and a tame tyrant#” And is it an
improbable event that, to fhakeoff this tyranny,
a Bill of Repeal of the Aéts of Annexation and
Recognition, makiug a diftinét fettlement of the
Trith Crown on the Houfe of Hanover, may come

I -
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up to this Houfe in a future parliament, at-
tended by a ftinted Bill of Supply and a
ftinted Mutiny Bill ? Every argument in fa-
vour of Irith dignity and independence which
prevailed in the appointment of an Lrifli Regency
in 1789, will apply with equal force to adiftin&®
lettlement of the Irith Crown, and the objection
of feparation will be anfwered by the Irith fertle-
ment of the Crown, upon the auguft and illuf.
trious Houfe of the Britith monarch, IfI am told
that the good fenfe and difcretion of any future
Houle of Commons, will afford full proteftion
againft fuch an extravagance, I will an{wer, the
precedent of 1789 has taught me to appreciate
the fecurity. I make no {eruple to avow, that
when I look back to the events of the laft twenty
yeats, I fhould feel moft happy to commit my
country to the fober diferetion of the Britifh par-
llament, even though we had not a fingle repre-
fentative init.  Let the people of Great Britain
be taught to underftand the folid interefts of Ire-
land, and T have no fear that they will not at-
tend to them.

It might reéfoﬂably have been expeQed that

- the gentlemen who took upon them the office

of Minifters of the Irith people in 1782, and now
affert the final adjuftment of  conflitutional quef-
tions at that period, would have exercifed their
fin&tions with fidelity, and definitively have
fettled the government of the country ; but on the

dilmiffion
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difmiflion of fome of them from the King’s fervice
after his Majefty’s recovery, a new conftitutional
budget was produced. When the confidence of
“ the Crown was withdrawn from thefe gentlemen,
their perception was fharpened, and a fecond
conftitutional projeét was brought forward, not
- compofed of the prefent effentials of Liberty,
- Reform, and Emancipation, but what the party
called the internal reform of the Houfe of Com-
mons, the perfe& affimilation of the Irifh to the
Englifh conftitution. The means to attain this de-
firable end were fpecifically ftated—a limitation of
the penfion lift—an exclufion of penfionérs from
the Houfe of Commons—a reftrition of place-
men who fhould fit there—a refponfibility for the
‘receipt and iffue of the public treafure : and the
better to effeCtuate thefe great national objes a
Whig Club was announced in a manifefto figned.
and counterfigned, charging the Britifh goveri-
ment, as James I. has fince been charged, with
a deliberate and fyftematic intention of fapping
the liberties and fubverting the parliament of
Ireland.  All perfons of congenial chara&ter
and fentiment were invited to range under the
VVhig banner, for ‘the eftablithment and pro-
tetion of the Irifh conflitution on the model of
the Revolution of 1688; and under this banner
was ranged fuch a motley group of congenial
chatalters, as never before were aflembled for
reformation of the flate. M. Napper Tandy

Was
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was received by acclamation, as a ftatefman too
important and illufirious to be committed to the
hazard of a ballot. Mr. Hamilton Rowan alfo
repaired to the Whig banner. Unfortunately the
political career of thefe gentlemen has been ar-
refted Mr. Tandy’s by an attainder of felony,
and an attainder of treafon;: Mr. Hamil-
ton Rowan’s by an attainder of treafon; The
Whig Secretary, if he does not ftand 1o the fame
predicament, is now a prifoner at the mercy of
the Crown, on his own admiffion of his trea-
foas ; and if T do not miftake, the whole fociety. of
Irifh Whigs have been admitted, ad eundem, by
their Whig brethren of England. In the fury of
political refentment, fome noblemen and gentle
men of the firft rank in this country, ftoopedto
aflfociate with the refufe of the community, men
whofe principles they then held in abhorrence,
and whofe manners and deportment muft al-
ways have excited their difguft.

Unfortunately for the caufe of diflcontent, the fer
vants of the crown in both countries outbid the
Whigs of 1789 in conceffion; a Place Bill and a
Penfion ‘Bill were agreed to; the office of High
Treafurer was put into commiffion ; and the Bri-
tith Parliament repealed the a&, by which Briufh
ports were fhut againft the importation of articles
the growth or produce of the Britifh plantations
from Ireland ; and perhaps a frefh fupply of griev -

ances might have been wanting to meet thefe con
cellions,
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ceffions, if an improvement had not been made
on the Whig inftitution, by an avowed Jacobin
fociety, who affumed the title of United Irifhmen;
and to this fociety we are indebted for the mo-
dern effentials of Liberty, Parliamentary Reform,
and Catholic Emancipation ; topics firft in-
vented for rebellion, and fince warmly takenup
by fome gentlemen who have contrived to iden-

tify their principles with the caufe, without ex»

 pofing their perfons to the dangers of treafon,

With refpe& to the old codeof the Popery Laws,
there cannot be a doubt it ought to have been
yepealed. It was  impofiible that any country
could continue to exift under a code, by which a
majority of its inhabitants were cat off from the
rights of property. But in the relaxation of thefe
laws there was a fatal error. It fhould have been
taken up {yftematically by the miniflers of the
crown, and not left ia the hands of every indivi-
dual who chofe to take pofleflion of it, as an englne
of power or popularity. This, however, was done,
and before the fubject attradted the notice of the
fervants of ‘the crown, the Popery lLaws were
unequivocally repealed fo far as they afiected the
rights of property; were relaxed in every claule
of intelerance which affe@led the Popith worfhip ;
and the profeflion of the law was opened to per-
fons of the Popifh religion without qualification or
reftrition. In 1792, a giddy young man, now

no
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no more, was brought over here from England
by the Catholic Committee as their avowed agent ;
who immediately after his arrival commenced a
warm canvafs of the members of both Houfes of
Parliament for the political interefts of his clients;
and in the courfe of this canvafs I can ftate from
my own knowledge his great argument was, an
unequivocal offer of the fervices of his clients, to
men whole ftations naturally gave them fome
weight in the public councils; to eftablifh their
political power on a bafis not to be fhaken, if they
would put themfelves at the head of the Catholic
body. At the fame period their ultimatum was
ftated by their general Committee, in refolutions
dated 4th February, 1793, figned Edward Byrne,
and counterfigned Richard M<Cormick, Secretary.
I will ftate them as publithed by authority of the
Catholic Committee ; they are moft material to
illuftrate fome fubfejuent events.—« Refolved,
that the Committee has been informed, that re-
ports have been circulated, that the application of
the Catholics for relief, extends to total and un-
limited -emancipation.”—¢ That therefore, we
think it neceffary to declare, that the whole of our
late application, whether to his Majefty’s Mini-
fters, or to men in power, or to private members
of the legiflature, neither did, nor does contain

any thing more, either in fubftance orin principle,

than the four following objeéts :

Firft.
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Firft. -Admiffion to the profeflion and pra@ice
of the law. '

Second. Capacity to ferve on county magif-
tracies.

Third. A right to be fummoned and to ferve
on grand and petit juries.

Fourth. The right of voting in counties only
for proteftant members of parliament, in fuch a
manner however, as that a Roman Catholic free-
holder fhould not vote unlefs he either rents or
cultivates a farm of twenty pounds per annum, in
addition to his forty fhillings freehold, or elfe

fhall be in pofleffion of a frechold of twenty pounds
a year. :

In the feflion of that year two petitions were
preferred to the Houfe of Commons by the Catho-
lic Committee, ftating thefe as their ultimate claims
of relief. The firft was couched in terms of fo
much violence and indecorum, that the gentle-
man who prefented it, afked as a perfonal favour
to himfelf, that he might be allowed to withdraw
it. The fecond petition was drawn in terms of
decency and refpect ; but the great parliamentary
declaimers had not then feen the new light of
emaucipation, and the petition was rejeé ed by

the
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theCommons. On a divifion the numbers were twe
hundred and twety-eight to twenty-five. Ihavebeen
well informed, that a propofition had been made
at that time by Mr. Hamilton Rowan to the Whig
Inftitution, to adopt the caufe of emancipation, and
when he was informed it could not be, hedeclared
“he would prefent his Whig.uniform to the waiter
w’no ftood behind him, asa perfon beft fitted for
. In the next year, at the opening of the feffion,
a recommendatmn was made to both- Houfes of
Parliament from the throne, in his Majelty’s
name, to take iato confideration the fituation of
his Catholic {ubje&ts—and a Bill was brought into
the Houfe of Commons by the Lord Lieutenant’s
Secretary, by which every privilege claimed for
the Catholics by their committee, as containing
in {ubftance or principle their ultimate objets,
was granted to them; the franchife of voting at
ele@ions was conferred without reftri®tion, and
in addition, they were enabled to hold every of-
fice civil and military under the Crown, with the
exception of about forty, without taking the
oaths, or fubfcribing the declaration, as required
from-every other clafs of the King’s fubjeéis.—
This Bill paffed into a law, and from that time
ihere lias not been a civil difability of any defcrip<
iion by which a Papift or Roman Catholic in this
Lxrmnm is eo nomine affe@ed, fave a reftriftion in
Y. ufe of fire arms, extending only to the loweft
orderof theirhody—a reftrition which I thould

be happy to fee extended to Proteftants of the fame
clafs;



" clafs; and the Teft Laws, which remain in full
- force with refpeé to Proteftants, have been very

confiderably relaxed in favour of the Catholic
body.

In a refolution of the Catholics, publifhed
by order of their general committee, the 9gth of
Dec. 1792, figned Edward Shiel, and counter-
figned Richard M<Cormick, complaint is made,
¢« That the Catholics of Ireland, conftituting
“ three fourths of the inhabitants of the country,
“ had not influence to induce any one member of
¢ parliament to patronize their petition :” But
when their claims were taken up by the King’s
minifters, their old perfecutors inftantly became
apoftles of emancipation ; and in the race for
popularity, would not be left behind on a popular
queftion. The conceflions made to the Catholic
demands in 1793, were then, for the firft time,
fupported by the Whigs of 1789; but inthe
courfe of debate nothing more than obfcure hints
and oracular ambiguity was thrown out on the
fubje&t of unqualified Emancipation ; and the Ca~
tholic body remained quiet and contented with
the favours conferred upon them ; if they looked
to farther indulgence, they were fatisfied to try the
effets of time, temper, and negociation, and
would ~have continued contented and quiet, if
they had not been brought forward as an engine
of fa&ion on a change of the Irifh government

K ! in
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in 1795.—Of Lord Fitzwilliam I fhall never (peak
or think with any fecling, but of a warm and
unfeigned perfonal refpe&, and have only to la-
ment, that he placed unbounded confidence in-
fome gentlemen, of whom he falfely judged by

- his own pure and honourable mind. It is nowafcer-

tained that he came to Ireland with fall inftrue-
tions not to encourage the agitation of any farther
clatms on the pait of the Irifh Catholies ; per-
haps I might be juftified in ftating that his inftruc-
tions were to keep it back ; btit his' name and au-
thority were abufed to fofce the Catholic body to
come forward, as the engine of political intrigue,
and 1in contradition to their recent declaration
by the organ of their general committee in 1792,
to demand the repeal of every law by which
they were excluded from eolitical power. Lord
Fitzwilliam took ‘pofleflion of his government
on the 4th of Jan. 17935; and it is a fa& of public
notoriety, that at meetings held from the 15th to
the 23d of December, with Mr. Edward Byrne
and others:of their leaders, the Catholic body |
were ~brought forward under plighted engage-
ment of {upport from the new government. An
addrefs to' Lord Fitzwilliam in the name of
theit body was voted, and at the front of the

- committee appointed to greet the King’s Repre-

fentative, under the aufpices of his felf avowed -
miaifter, {tand the names of Dr. William James
M‘Neven, Mr. John Sweetman, and Mr. Ri-
e¢hard M‘Cormick, all of them felf convifted

traitors.



traitors. Mr. M‘Neven has very candidly ac-
knowledged that Catholic E mancipation was al-
ways a mere pretence, and that if he and the
worthy gentlemen with whom he adted, had
been enabled to fucceed in their projets, they
would as foon have eftablifhed the Mahometan
as the Popifh religion. It was originally a pre-.
tence for rebellion, and is now a powerfal en-
gine of falion, wielded in both countries againit
the peace and happinefs of Ireland ; an engine
which has already fhaken your goverament to its
foundation, and cannot fail to level 1t with the
duft, if we are to continue in a flate ‘of feparation
from the Britith nation. It is the common topic
of difcontent and irritation to rally the old inhabi-
tants of this ifland to the flandard of fadtion
in both countries——a «topic ‘which in its nature,
will remain an inexhauftible fource of popular
ferment in Ireland.—Repeal your Teft Laws, and
A&s of Supremacy and Uniformity, the rich
eftablifhments of the Prateftant church remain a
prominent objeét.of attack to the apoftles’ of
Emancipation ; make partition of -your church
eftablifhments” with the Popith clergy, and they
will have'te demand a formal recognition of the
laws of their/church ; and when every other peint
has been yiek.ed _an apoftle of fedition will not
be wanting in the fullnefs of human arrogance
and prel'umn*mn to propofe a repeal of God’s
Ji6ly commandments, and proclaim the worfhip

| : of
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_‘_,o’f(! graven images in your ftreets and highways. &
- What is the leffon of peace and good-will_incul-
cated by the fucceflors of the worthy 'ggq;léman
who firt invented this revolutionary,‘wegpon?
“ Let me advife you by no means to- poftpone the
*“ confideration of your fortunes untilvafter the
*“ war—[eize the opportunity of war for fraternal
“ embraces, and great Emancipation—your phy-
““ fical confequence exifts only‘in aftate of fepa-
“ ration from England—in ‘a- {tate. of feparation
“you are four to one—in a ftate of union but
“ one to four—and therefore though your claims
“ fhould be attended to after Union, you gain
“ nothing ; you may as. well be units in the fireet
““ as units in parliament.” ~ The whole of the in-
terior mechanifm of *Emancipation, is here fairly
expofed to view ;'and I wifh every honeft mem-
ber of the community, whether he be Proteftant .
or Catholic, who regards the bleflings of focial
order, and wifhes to tranfmit them to his pofterity,
to view it with fober attention, and to décide for
himfelf, whether in the hands of its Irifh patrons,
it polnts to.any other objed than Jacobinifm and
Revolution,—I wifh every honeft member of the
community, Proteftant or Catholic, to de-
cide for himfelf whether Ireland can e verbe at
peace until this firebrand is extinguithed—and
whether a hope exifts that it can be extinguifhed
in our prefent ftate of feparation from England.—
If the Catholics of Ireland are not fatisfied with the

indulgence which they have'already experienced,
and
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and are determined to prefs their demands of an
unqualified repeal of the Teft Laws and A& of
Supremacy, let them be difcuffed upon their folid
merits in the Imperial Parliament, where the
queftion will not be influenced by paflion and pre-
judice, where no part of the confideration will

~ be, that the Catholics of Ireland may retain their

phyfical confequence. for the eftablithment of a
fyftem of periodical rebellion, under the manage-
ment and direétion of Whigs or Tories, or United
Irithmen, and where it will be gravely and dil-
paffionately confidered, whether a repeal of thefe
laws may be yielded with fafety to the Britifh
monarchy. or whether by adepting the French

* model, in abolithing all religious diftinéiions as

l
d
i

connected with the ftate, we fhall lay the corner-
ftone of Revolution and Democracy.—My un-
altered opinion is that {o long as Human Nature
and the Popifth Religion continue to be what I
know they are, a confeientious Popifh ecclefiallic
never will become'a well attached fubjeét to a
Proteftant ftate, and that the Popith clergy muft al-
ways have a commanding influence on every
member of that communion. I put it as an ab-
ftract flate-maxim, without regard to the peculiar
fituation of this country ; and if experience were
wanting, I have it abundantly to confirm me in
the juftice of -1t. In private life I never enquired
1ato the religion of any man ; if he be honeft and

a good Chriftian, it matters not to me that he may
fublcribe
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fubferibe to articles of faith and difcipline ‘which
my reafon and underftanding reject ; but ‘when I
am to frame laws for the fafety of thg_;_ﬁéte, I do
not feel myfelf at liberty to a&t upon the wirtues of
individuals.—Laws muft be framed to 'iiaeet and
countera& the vicious propenfities. of human
nature.

Upon the fecond project ' of Irifh Liberty,
Parliamentary Reform, I fhall fay so more than
barely to flate the plan which was {fubmitted to
the Houfe of Commons in the Seflion of 1797;
it will fpeak for itfelf, and if I do not much mif-
take, was offered to that Affembly with an af-
furance that it metthe full approbation of the po-
pular leaders out of doors.—In flating this plan
1 cannot err, for I"have an exaét copy of the re-
folutions as they were moved in the Houfe of

Commons. They fet out by afferting,

I. « Thatitisindifpenfably neceffary that all dif-
« ability on account of religion fhall ceafe, and for
 that purpofe, and as a fundamental part of'an ade-
«« quate reprefentation in parliament, fo as toplace
¢t the conftitution on a folid and permanent bafis,
« that Catholi¢s fhould be admiffible into both
¢t Houfes of Parliament, as well as toall offices
¢ of ftate as Proteftants now are, and that all Teft
¢ Laws and oaths preventing the fame fhall be
- « repealed and abolifhed for ever.

II. “ That it is an antient and undoubted right
« of the people of Ireland to be fully and fairly
« reprefented in parliament. '
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IIT. That in order to enable the people freely
“ to exercile that right, it is expedient that the .

pr1v1lege of retummg members to parliament

“in the feveral cities, counties of towns, and
““ boroughss in the kingdom, fhall’ be divided into
. dlﬂu&s, containing no lefs than houfes, -
“ and that each of the faid diftricts thall réturn
“ two members to ferve in parliament, and that

“ proper officers fhall be appointed to make fuch

< divifions. H;

IV. ¢ That each county fhall continue to return
“ reprefentatives as at prefent.

V. “That all perfons poffeffing a freehold of
“the clear yearly value of forty fhillings, all

““ perfons having leafes or terms for years to the
“ amount of all perfons having a houfe of
g the value of , for years in the faid

“ cities and towns, and all freemen by birth,

“ marriage or ele&tion, fhall be entitled to vote

“ in the feveral diftriéls in which they are regif-
“ tered.

" VL “That no perfon holding any office of pro-
“ fit or penfion under the crown, fhall be admif
“ fible to ferve in parliament, except as hereafier
“ js excepted.

VIL. < That the duration of Parliaments {hall
“ not exceed years.”. _
ps Upon

|
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“Upon this plan of Reform, thus embraciag
the active citizens of Ireland, I fhall only ob-
ferve, that the members of the Rebel Irifh Di-
rectory, Meflts. Arthur O’Connor, Wm. James
M<Neven, and Thomas Emmett, who were ex-
amined before the laft Secret Committee of this
Houfe, did declare on their oaths, the perfeét {a-
tisfaction which it gave to them, .and. to the other
leaders of the late Rebellion ; and certainly moit
unreafonable traitors they muft have been if it did
not fatisfy them to their heart’s content ; in truth,
there is fcarce a thade of difference between this
plan of Reform and one which had been juft be-
fore promulgated under the authority of the Rebel

Union. See APPENDIX.

-

I pafs by the rapid progrefs of that rebellious
confederacy s the whole of their enormities has
been amply detailed in the Reports of the com-
mittees of {ecrecy of ‘both Houfes of Parliament,
and are frefh in the publie recolle&ion; but I
{tate with perfect confidence, that the fediti-
ons and treafonable confpiracies which have
brought this country to the verge of ruin, are the
patural offspring of the adjuftment of 1782:
The convulfion in 1789, gave birth to the W hig
inflitution, the Rebel confederacy of the Irifh
Uunion wasan improvement upon it, and wenow
fee the reliques of the Whig inflitution in the
mafk of liberty, inculcating the principles, and
adopting the means originally devifed by the rebel

' confederacy
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confederacy of the Irith Union, to abolifh the re-
ligion, and fubvert the Monarchy of Ireland.—
What was their conduét in the Summer 1796,
when it was known with certainty, thata power-
ful French armament was in preparation at Breft,
for the fupport of Irifh rebellion ?—When the
whole of the northern province was regimented
and armed, and the remainder of the country,
by the account of Mr. O’Connor, the common
and unreferved friend of the united Whig con-
federacy, was in a forward ftate of organization,
at this critical period, a Whig report was publifh-
ed on the condition of the labouring poor, and
circulated in every part of the country with un-
common induftry, in which thatclafs of men are
informed,  that on a comparifon of the price of
¢« labour with the price of provifions, it was im-
< poflible for them to exift ; that it was impolicy -
« in their employers to ftarve them, for that one
¢ labourer who was fed, would do the work of
« two who were ftarved ; that the increafe in the
« price of labour was neceffary, not only from
« the encreafed price of provifions, but becaufe
¢ within fome years laft paft, the falaries of the
< fervants of government have been encreafed not
« a little, and the pay of the common foldiers has
“ been encreafed ; and on the fame principle on
¢ which his Majefty has been advifed to attend to
« higforees, we fhould attend to our fellow fub-
“ je@s ; and that it was moft extraordinary that

L “ the
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““ the only order of the people whofe wages were
“ not encreafed, was that order by whofe labour
“ and induftry thefe falaries and eftablifhments
* were principally fed.” This was the incitement
to loyalty and good condué, held out by the pa-
trops of Irifh Liberty, to the phyfical force of the
country, then in array for rebellion, and anxioufly
expefling a formidable French armament to fecond
their revolutionary proje@s. . ‘Atthe fame alarm-
ing crifis, thefe fame patrons of Irith Liberty,
endeavoured to baffle the exertion of the King’s
government in the array of a yeomanry force, by
tutoring the old inhabitants of the ifland to hang
back, unlefs the revolutionary fyftem of Emanci-
pation was firft eftablithed ; and if the arm of
God, had not in his unbounded mercy, been
ftretched out to fave us, Ireland muft at that tre-
mendous crifis, have fallen a facrifice to her own
madnefs, folly, and wickednefs.

I will now appeal to every difpaflionate man
who hiears me, whether I have in any thing mif-
ftated, or exaggerated the calamitous fituation of
my country, or the coalition of vice and folly
which has long undermined her happinefs, ard at
this hour loudly threatens her exiftence: It is
gravely inculcated I know—¢ Let the Britith
Minifter leave us to ourfelves, and we are very
well as we are.” We are very well as we are—

Gracious God ! of what materials muft the heart
~ of
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of that man be compofed, who knows the flate of
this country, and will coldly tell us we are very
well as we are—we are very well as we are—we
have not 3 years of redemption from bankruptcy or
intolerable taxation, nor one hour’s fecurity againft
the renewal of exterminating civil war. We are
very well as we are—look to your {tatute book—
feflion after feffion have you been compelled to
enat laws of unexampled rigour and novelty,
to reprefs the horrible excefles of the mals of your
people ; and the fury of murder and pillage, and
defolation have fo outrun all legiflative exertion,
that you have been at length driven to the
hard neceflity of breaking down the pale of
the municipal law, and putting your country
under the ban of military government; and in
every little circle of dignity and independence,
we hear whifpers of difcontent at the temperate
diicretion with which'it is adminiftered.—We are
very well as we are. Logk at the old revolutionary
government of the Irifh Union, and the modern
révolutionary government of the Irith confulate,
canvafling the dregs'of that rebel democracy, for
a renewal of popular ferment and outrage, to
overawe the ~deliberations of parliament.—
We are very well as we are.—Look to your civil
and religious diffenfions—Ilook to the fury of poli-
tical fa_&ion;' and the torrents of human blood that
ftain the face of your country, and of what ma-
terials is that man compofed, who will not liften

-
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with patience and good wrll to any propofition
that can be made to him, for compofing the dif-
tractions, and healing the wounds, ahd alleviat-
__ang:the miferies Hof this devoted nadﬁn t—Weare
very well as we are.- ;&-Look to your ﬁnmces, and
I repeat you have not redemption_ for-three years
from public bankruptey, or a burthen of taxation -
which will fink every gentleman of property in

the country.

Perhaps it will occafion fome furprife tohear that
the debt of Ireland is now 25.662,640l. and that
the annual intereft and charges upon it amount to
1,393,753l. In ftating the debt of Ireland, I {peal
_ of the capital created, not the money paid into
the Exchequer by the public creditor. If [ am
compelled to borrow money on ufurious terms,
my debt is the fum which I contra& to pay, not
the fum which I may happen to have received ;
and therefore it is a grofs deception in ftating the
public debt, to take it on any calculation but of
the capital for which the nation muft ftand fe-
curity. ‘The increafe of debt in the laft feven years

has beep, principal - . - 23,222,250
Intereft and charges in the fame period |
mcreafe } 1,253,278

OF thefe twenty-three millions of increafe in the
capital of your debt during the laft feven years,
no lefs a fum than 18,580,000l. has accumulated

in the years 1798, 1799, and 1800 ; the intereft and
charges
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~ charges in the fame three years amount to
§78,000 ; and on recurring to the fluctuations in
your debt for the laft ten years, it will be feen to
have kept exat pace with the exertions of the
friends of Ireland in the caufe of dignity and iu-
dependence.

25th of March, Principal  Intereft and charges.
1791 the debt was 2,442,890 142,716

1792 - - 2,440,890 144,955
1793 » - 2,440,390 142,415
1794 - = 3113790 = 178,495
1795 - - - - 4335990  255,1IC
1796 - - - - 6,041,856 354,044
1797 s 7,012,250 525,044

1798 - - - =111,050,256 767,661

1799 - - (.- 17,466,540 1040,120
1800 - - - -725,662,640 1,395,735

In 1793, at the beginning of the war, the debt
of Ireland was 2,440,390l.—and {o long as we
had none bat a foreign enemy to contend with,
our warexpences were fcarcely one million in the
year. In' 17935, the debt was 4,335.990l., fo that
during the firft two years of the war, it did not
encreafe quite two millions ; but the old Irifh
maxim of prefling forward political claims in

' times
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times of common danger and c'alamity,' was
again 1inculcated in 1795, a period peculiarly
fited for 1t, for in that year the French:had made
themfelves mafters of Brabaant, Flandéi&,-._and
Holland ; and the rebel government ‘of United
Irithmen was pretty welleflablithed. ~*Mr. Oliver
Bond, aud Mr. Neilfon ftated before the Secret
Commiittee of this Houfe, that the military or-
gapization of the province of Ullter was com-
pleted on the arft of May 1795, ‘and had got in-
to a flate of forwardnefs in the other provinces
before the end of that year; it was therefore
found neceffary to encreafe ‘the military force of
the country for mere internal defence againft a
confederacy of foreign and domeftic eremies ; and
accordingly in the year.ended at Lady-day, 1796,
our war expences were double what they had
been in ecither of the preceding years; and
at cvery fubfequent period they have progref-
fively encreafed wirh the growth of faétion and
rebellion, until we were obliged in defence of
ocvr own exiflence, to encreafe the public debt
i the laft year, nearly fix millions and a half,
ard in this year above eight millions. And this
expence muft neceflarily continue, not to enable
Ireland to contribute to offenfive war, but to keep
down the -brutal fury of the mafs of the Irifh
people, who have been goaded to madnefs by
every wicked artifice that difappointed fallion
can devife, and to proteét the country from fo-

| reign
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reign invafion openly, folicited by a gang of Liith
traitors, who have conne&ed themfelves with the
rulers of the French Republic ; and if we are 10
continue this {cale of expence for the nextihree
years, a revenne of two millions, four hundred
and thirty thoufand pounds muft be railed for
payment of the intereft of the public debt alone,
or public bankruptey will neceffarily enfue.

Let us now fee what is the prefent flate of our
revenue. Inthe laft year the net revente of Ire-
land, including the loan fund, ‘was L 1,861,471
only ; if it had continued at the fame amount in
this year, the furplus, after defraying the intereft
and charges of the debt, would have been under
£, 466,000, for the fupport of ail your other efta-
blithments ; but if the eurrent’'quarter keeps up
to the produce of the laft three, your net revenne
i this year, will be fomewhat about £ 2,700,0c0.
A confiderable portions however, of the gieat
encreafe in the revenues of this year has been ad-
ventitious. During'the rebellion importation was
checked, the deficiency has of courfe come into
this year’s account, and there has been an unufual
importation of . Portugal wires, in confequence
of the apprehenfions of invafion entertained in
that country, and therefore I confider it to be a
fanguinecalculation, that the produce of our pre-
fent revenues is to continue at £ 2,500,000.

J

b The
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The capital created by the loan
of laﬁ year, 1s y- }é 8, 226 100
Intereft and charges - - - =« ES‘&S,OOO
1801 Capital ” Y 8,226,100

Intereft and charges = £ 345,000

————

1802 Capital - - 8,226,100
Intereft and charges £ 345,000

- m————

1803 Capital - - 8,226,100
Intereft and charges £ 245,000

Capital 3 years - - 24,678,300
Intereft and charges £ 1,035,000
Prefent debt = - - = - - 25,662,640

Prefent Intereft and charges £ 1,395,753

Total capital 1803 - - 50,340,040
Total Intereft 1803 - - - £ 2,430,753

So that calculating the produce of your prefent
revenues to continue at £ 2,500,000, there will
remain at the end of three years, on your prefent
feale of expence, a furplus fhort of £ 70,000 for the |

whole of the eftablifhments civil and military.—
Let
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Let me afk, if we remain as we are, how is this
enormous deficit to be made up #—Can you raife
an additional revenue in Ircland of more than one
million, in the prefent ftate of our refources,
without recurring to a land-tax, or an income-
tax, or both ? And if recourfe be had to land orin-
come, the incumbrance in them muft be confi-
derably more than theaétual deficit, I fhould fay
it could not be much lefs than two millions.
For either tax would inevitably diminifh in

.a great proportion your cufloms and excife. If

we make up the deficit by annual leans, bank-
ruptcy is inevitable. By mifapplying the fink-
ing fund, you may poflpone ithe pericd of in-
folvency for a year or two,.at the expence of
a breach of faith with the public creditors;
but bankruptey is the ultimate iffue.—I know it
is the fathion to fay that Fngland has our war ex-
pences to anfwer for-—and that our financial diffi-
culties arife from a French war—and a Dutch
war—and a Spanifh-war.—No, our prefent dif-
ficulties arife from an I:ith war—a war of fadtion—
a Whig war—and an United Irithman’s war—
the fludtuation of “your debt for the lafi ten years
proves the fa&t, and if England was at peace at
this hour with all the powers of Furope, your
ef’tabli[hmexits would. be a melancholy proof. of
the fa& ;“you would be compelled to maintain a
war eﬂa'ﬂhﬂlment for defence againft your own
peopch “Tt has been demanded triumphantly how
Wéare 'to be relieved by Union? I anfwer firft,

a2 we
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we are to be relieved from Britith and Irifh fae
tion, which is the prime fource of all our calami-
ties. Next, if we become one people with Eng-
land, the army of the empire will be‘'employed
where it is moft wanted for general fervice ; and
fo long asitis found neceflary to garrifon every
diftri¢t inIreland, for the internalfafety of the coun-
try, the neceflary force may be ftationed here, with-
out incurring additional expence in either country.
And therefore in time of war, we may hope to
be relieved from the feparate expence entailed
upon Ireland by domeftic faltions; and in peace,
it matters not to the general fervice of the empire,
where the army may be quartered. Again—
by Union the refourees of Ireland muft neceffarily
encreafe ;—if we have but grace to remain in a
ftate of tranquility for a few years, I have no
doubt, our refources would augment moft rapidly;
if we have but grace to abjure fa&ion, I feel
fanguine hope on the reftoration of peace, that
Ireland will participate in Britith capital and Bri-
tifh induftry; and until we can find employment
for the poor, and teach them to feel and value

the comforts of life, it is vain to expeét that they:

“Will'be reclaimed from barbarifm. JIf you do not

qualify the mafs of your people for the enjoyment
of fober Liberty, you will never teach them to
appreciate the bleflings of it ;—~every man who
feels for human mifery, muft lament the hard ne-

.ceflity 1mpoied upon the Irifh government, of

meeting




meeting popular ekcefs, by laws of exemplary
feverity, and will contribute his beft exertions,
to refcue the unfortunate victims of delufion, from
the depth of misfortune to which they will ever
be condemned fo long as they are made the inftra-
ments of fa&ion, and ftimulated to a&ts of out-
rage by wicked and inflaimmatory appeals to theit
ignorance and incivilization. But we are told
by giving up a feparate government, and feparate
parliament, we facrifice national dignity and in-
dependence. If gentlemen who enlarge on this
theme, will talk of their perfonal dignity and
aggrandizement, I can underftand them; but
when I look at the fqualid mifery, and profound
ignorance, and barbarous manners, and brutal
ferocity of the mafs of the Irifh' people, 1 am
fickened with this rant of Irifh digpity and inde-
pendence. Is the dignity and independence of
Treland, to confift in the continued depreflion
and unredeemed barbarifnt of the great majority
of the people, and the fadtious contentions of a
puny and rapécious oligarchy, who confider the
Irifh nation as their political inheritance, and are
ready to facrifice the public peace and happi-
nefs to their infatiate love of patronage. and
power? Lhope T feel as becomes a true Irifh-
man, for the dignity and independence of my
country, and thereforel would elevate her to her
proper ftation, in the rank of civilized nations.

1 with to advance her from the degraded poft of a
| mercenary



mercenary province, to the proud ftation of an
integral and governing member of the greateft
empire in the world. I wifh to Wﬁdraw the
higher orders of my countrymen from thg narrow
and coxrupted [phere of Irith politics,. .and to di-
rect their- attention to obJects of natlonal impor-
tance, to teach them to improve. the natural eper-
gies, and extend the refources of thelr country, to
encourage manufacturmg, {kill, and Ingenuity,
and open uleful channels for commercial enter-
prlfe ; and above alI ferlouﬂy to exert their beft
endeavours to tame and cwlhz.e the lower orders
of the people, to inculcate in them habits of re-
hglon and morahty, and induflry, and due fubor-
dination, to relieve their wants, and correct their
exceﬂcs ; unlefs you. will civilize your people, it

1S vain to Iook for nauonal uanqmlhty 01 contenr
ment,

Another ground of objeftion to the meafure of
Umon is :—This is not a time for it. Are we then
to await the period of adtual bankruptey, or the
lﬂ'ue ofanew rebellion, that Great Britain may
be enabled to diftate to us the terms on which fhée
will liften to the propofition ?  This is a period of
all'others the moft aufpicious for Ireland to fet on
foot fuch a treaty. The late rebellion has been
{o fzu put down, as to enable us_ to treat on fair
and equal terms ; the recollection of general per11
arlﬁng from Irith treafons is frefh in the memory

Of
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of the Britifh nation, and has taught that fober
people the neceffity of yielding their ancient pre-
judices to the general fecurity of the empire.

Another ground of objection is:—That by a
Legiflative Union Ireland is to be extinguifhed.
—This is a fpécies of political arithmetic of
the peculiar growth of Ireland. It is a fingalar
arlthmetrc which affumes, that if two and three
make up the grofs number five, that two are ex-
tinguithed. T thould fuppofe that a captious Eng-
1ifh man might with equal reafon object, that Eng-
land was extinguithed. If two Trifh gentlemen
fhould agree to become partners in a commercial
{peculation on a capital of F0oli—two hundred
{ubfcribed by one partner, and three by the other,
what would the proprictor of the leffer fhare
fay to his partner at the end of the year, when he
demanded his proportion of the profits, if ke told |
him gravely, Sir, you have nothing to do with the
houfe—your two hundred are extinguifhed in the
grofs capital of five hundred, and you may go
about your bufinels—you are nobody in the houfe.
How is Ireland ‘extinguithed in this national part-
nerfhip ?—The ‘advantage clearly lies with the
weaker partncr, who will feel every benefit arifing
from the fuperior wealth, fkill, and power of the
great. political houfe, and fhare her full dividend
of thejoint profits. I know it is the fathion of
the day to aﬁ"mt, that however weak Ireland may .

be,
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be, Great Britain muft for her own fakcfap.
port her in every circumftance of difficulty and
danger : That the government of Great Britain
never can fufler this country to feparate itfelf
from the Britith crown, much lefs 16 form a
connexion with France, I feel perfect convi@ion:
"The Britifh iflands are formed by nature for mu-
tual fecurity or mutual deftrudtion; and if we are
to purfue the courfe we have thought fit to run for
the laft twenty years, it may become a queftion
of doubtful ifflue, whether ata crifis of difficulty
and danger, Great Britain will be enabled to
fupport us, or we fhall'ink/Great Britain, Ifthe
Frencharmament, encouraged by Trifh faction, and
folicited by Irifh traitoss in 1796, had made a de-
fcent on your coalls at that period; is it an impro-
bable conjecture, that at this day Ireland might
have been thetheatre of war, and the power and
refources of Great Britain have been expended 1o
redeem this couatry from a foreign yoke? andif
we are to purfue the beaten courfe of faétion and
folly, 1 have no fcruple to fay, it were better for
Great Britain that this ifland fhould fink into the
fca, than to continue conneéted with the Britifth
crownon the terms of our prefent Union. We
¢laim a right to trade with the Britifh colonies and
plantations, and we claim the proteétion of the
Britith navy, without contributing to the neceflary
expence of either eftablithment. We claim a

right



right to retain the monopoly of the Britith market
for our linens at the expence of an enormous tax
impoled by England on her own confumption, and
a revenue relinguifhed in the fame proportion on
fcn eign linens.

The annual average value for three
years, ending sth January, 1799, of
produéts and manufaétures of Ireland |
imported into Great Britain, was £.5:5 10,835

‘The -annual average value of pro-
duts and mannfaltures of Great.
Britain exported to Ireland dur- :
_ing the fame period, was - 2,084,672

Cn this effential branch of trade,
the balance in favour of Ireland; is 3,425,153

~And take the whole of the trade
of import and exporty native and
foreign, during the fame period, the
balance in favour of Ireland is - 2,056,844

The whole annual value of imports
from Ireland into ‘Great Britain, na-

tive and foreign, was = - " 5,612,697
And of eXl_:pm-‘_{s'_‘.from Great Bri-
tain to Ireland, ™ - - 3:555,345

W | Wl We
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We raife a revenue of more than 230,000l on
Britifh goods imported into Ireland ; and in re-
turn the revenue raifed by Eug\and on the im-
portation of Irifh produce is lmglg mere than
10,000l. And what are the oﬂ'ermgs of gratitude
and duty on our part in return for thefe bene-
fits and advantages t—A declaration of war by
any foreign power againft the Britith nation, is
the fignal for faltion and rebellion in Ireland.
The received maxim is, not toforego the oppor-
tunity of foreign war to prefs forward Irifh claims,
and ripen every difference and difcontent with the
Britith government, into a ground of permanent
and rancorous national hoftility ; infomuch that
in times of difficulty and danger, Great Britain,
fo far from deriving fupport or fecurity from her
connexion with Ireland, feels itasa mill-ftone hung
upon her neck. .And for what obje(t is it expeéted
on our part that all this is to continue ?—To {fup-
port andmaintain afew individuals in the exclufive
pofleflion of the patronage and power of the king-
dom of Ireland, who claim a right on their part
whenever they may think fit to quarrel with a
Britifh minifter, to excite infurreélion and rebel-
lion, by reprefenting the Britifh, nation to the
people of Ireland, as their natural and inftin&ive
enemy. Is it to be es pected that all this can con-
tinue, or if it fhould continue long, that it muft
not involvé both countries in common ruin 2

Another
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Another argument againft a Legiflative Union

4s, that it will drive your nobility and gentry

from their own country ; and particularly im-

poverifh the metropolis. With refpet to emi-

gration, look to the number of Irith emigrants who
now crowd every village in Great Britain, ‘and
have been driven to feek an afylum there from
the brutal fury of the Irifh people, and the cold-
blooded treachery of their own domefties, palpa-
bly fomented and encouraged by Irifh faction and
Irifh treafon: And let any difpaffionate man fay,
whether the evil of emigration can ever be greater
than it is at thisday. If we are tolivein a perpe-
tual fform here; if it is to remaia at the difcretion
of every adventurer, of fceble and oftentatious
talents, ungoverned by a particle of judgment or
difcretion,sto drefs up fictitious grievances for po-
pular delufion and let loofe afavage and bar-
barous people upon the property and refpect of the
Irifh nation, what gentleman who has the means
of living out of this country, will be induced to
remaininit? Idomoft folemnly declare, that no

" earthly confideration fhort of a firong fenfe of

;
3
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duty thould have induced me to remain an eye-wit-
nels of the feenes of folly and madnefs, and hor-
rors of ewery-defcription in whichI have lived.
for fome years back; and that I had rather give
up every profpect which remains to me in this
country, and begin a new courfe in my old age,
thjm fubmit to the [ame milery and difgult for the
" N remnant
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remnant of my life. I you wifh to top emigra-
tion, you muft enable fober and rational men to
live at peace at home.  And if they are allowed
toreturn 1n fecurity, I have no appreh'e'nﬁon that
the want of an annual proceffion from College-
Green'to Dublin-Caftle, and a failure in the daily
fupply of venom and feurrility in the metropolis,
will drive your nobility and gentry from their na-
tive country.—And as to the local interefts of the
city of Dublin; is it not extieme folly to fuppofe,
if there be aninflux of wealth into the country,
that its fair proportion will not find its way to the
capital > The fame fears alarmed the citizens of
Edinburgh; and it _is notorious, that the wealth
and populationof that city have encreafed moft
rapidly fince the Scotch Union:  But if the appre-
henfions entertained for the local profperity of
Dublin were palpably well founded, are we to
facrifice the peace and happinefs of the kingdom
of Ireland, and the firength of the Britith empire,
to thenarrow and interefted objects of the mer-
chants and traders of the metropolis ?

If an argument were wanting in favour of Irifh
Union, let every fober Irifhman look to what has
paffed in this country fince the meafure was firft
propofed for difeuffion.—It was propofed at a crifis
- peculiarly interefting and awful ; when we had
fcarcely recovered breath from the convulfion of
a formidable and blcody rekellion; when we

were
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were threateried with foreign invafion, concerted
with the common enemy of mankind, by a nume-
rousand conneéted gang of domettic traitors ; when
Great Britain paid a force of ten thoufand troops
fent by her to our afliltance ; and the Iiifh feas
were covered by her fleets for our prote&ion';
when a formidable French force deflined to the
afiftance of Irifh rebels had been intercepted by a
itith fquadron, and was led captive through
your countty ; and when more than whifpers of
indignation were vented againft a veteran foldier,

‘who was ftartled at the proje& of inflicting exter-

minating vengeance on a proftratc. enemy. Such
was our fituation when it was firft known that
Tngland was ready to open her arms to receive us
into the communion of her liberty, and wealth,
ard induftry, and happinefs; and in that awful
and perilous fituation, the offerwas treated in the
name, and on behalf of the Irifh nation, by fome
gentlemen, who call themlelves Friends of Liberty
aud the Irith Conftitution, with a degree of intem-
perance, which I can compare only, to the fury of
wild beafts alarmed at an attack upon their prey.
I take thame to acknowledge, that an evil exam-
ple was fet by fome gentlemen of the honourable
profeflion to which I belong. The flame fpread
with rapidity, and appeals of the moft virulent
and inflammatory tendency were made by thele
fame Friends of Liberty to the deluded barbari-
ans, whohad been fo recently configned by them

to
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to indifcriminate extirpation, When the meafure .-

was propofed for difcuffion, the Friends of lecrty'
and the Conftitution would not fuffer it to be dif:
cufled ; and when the meafure was relinquithed,
the Friends of Liberty and the Conflitation endca-
voured to force the premature difcuffion of it, in
the hope of precluding a fair review of its meriLs.

When this firft burft of noife-andelamour had
fubfided, ;he fober part of the communpity ven.
tured to look at the Propofitions of Union made
on the part of Great Britain, and faw nothing to
excite alarm. They ventured to examine and fourd
that much good might be expected from them,
and in the courlz of a few months, when their
avocations did not allow the friends of Liberty
and the Conftitution, to devote their time and
exertions to popular ‘delufion, the fober and ra-
tional part of the Irith nation faw in the meafure
of an Union, a fair'prolpect of peace and wealth,
and happinefs_for their country;—and ihe hulk
of the people profefiing not to underfland the fub-
ject were petfectly indifferent 1o it. Such was
the ftate of the public mind upon this queftion,
when the late recefs of parliament took place ;
and totheir eternal reproach and dithonour be it {po-
ken, fome perfons of high rank and confequence in
thekingdom,availed themfelves of that opportunity
to .become emiflaries of fedition; and to canvas

popular clamour againft the meafure, by the moft
: fhamelefs
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fhamelefs impofitions in the ignorance and cre-
dulity of every man who would liften to them.
The zealous Proteftant was told, “ This is an in-
fidious {cheme of the Britith Minifler, to deliver
you up to the Papifts bound hand and foot.”—
The Catholics were told, “ If you fuffer thls
there is an end of your Emancipation.”—The in-
duftrious farmer was told, “ If this takes place,
there is an end of your leafe. Or if it fthould ef-
cape the grafp of your landlord, Mr. Pitt will
take from you one half of the profits of your farm.
How will you like if you have a profit of fifty
pounds yearly on your farm, ‘to pay twenty-five
pounds to Mr. Pitt2” T have been told that this
latter argument was prefled with fuccefs, in a part
of the county of Tipperary, not far from myhoufe,
by a nobie lord. who I know made his circuit
in that county during the recefs, whom I do not
here fee in his place. /1 will not believe it, and
fhall be glad to hear from him that he has been
falfely accufed. But the active exertions of iti-
nerant Lords and Commoners, were not deemed
fufficient for the oceafion, and we have feen a
confular autherity affumed by two noble lords,
and a right hemourable Commoner, who have if-
{ued theirdetter miffive to every part of the king-
dom, commanding the people in the name of a
number of ‘gentlemen of both Houfes of Parlia-
ment;.to come forward with peti{iOﬂS condemn-
mg w terms of violence and iadignation the mea-

fure



fure of Union, prior to its difcuflion in parlia-mcnt..-r '

Oune of thefe letters miflive, and the petition ey
clofed with it, has been tranfmitted to me by a. .
man to whom it was addrefled, who it feems has
the care of an eftate in ward to the Court'ef C'han-
cery, and in his fimplicity defired thé fﬁrther
order of the Chancellor upon it. It is unnewﬁ'ary
for me to ftate that he did not receive forther di-
reétions from the Court of Chancery, but the let-
ter miflive, and the petition annexed to- it, wili
fufficiently explain the fenfe of the people, and
the means which have been adopted to overawe
the deliberations of parliament., I will ftate the
letter and petition fdnhﬁ;l y. as they have been
tranfmitted to me.:

DuBriN, Fanuary 20, 1300.
S1IR, .
«“ A NUMBER of, gentlemen of both Houfes
. < of Parliament, of .whom thirty-eight reprefent
“ counties, have authorifed us to acquaiat you,
“ that it is their opinion, that petitions to Parlia-
« ment, declaring the real fenfe of the freeholders
“ of the kingdom, on the fubject of a legiflative
< Union, would at this time be highly expedient,
“ and if fuch a proceeding fhould bave your ap-
« probation, we are to requelt you will ufe your
« influence to have fuch a petition from your
*“county without delay.
" We have the honour to be, &c.
| Signed, &e. &e. &c.
B, The
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15 5. ** The enclofed petmors are to be figned
“ on one fide ouly, in order that they may be col.
“lefted and pafted together—and you are res
 quefted to tranfmit them when figned to Lord

¢ ————, in order that they may be pze&uled 10
“ the Houfe of Commons.”

Such is the letter miflive for taking the real
fenle of the people. Let us vow look at the pe-
rivion atténding the letter wiiflive, which is to con-
vey the confular feofe to the TToule of Com-
mops, backed by popular.ewicry thus follicited
by the letter miflive.

 TO the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes, fa
¢ Parliament affembled=—the humble petition of
““ the underﬁgneﬂl-ﬁeeholderé of the county of
s {heweth, thatwat this awful and alarming
“ crifis, we feel ourfelves called upon to declare
“ our opinion, thata legiftauve Union with Great-
“ Britain, 16 bg a dangerous iunovation, fraught .
“ with ruin“tosthe cenflimatioral incependence,
s commét@ah interells, and general profperity of
“ the kmgéém. That-this mealure, by depiiving
““ us ofa refident and proteciing legiflature, un-
» der ﬂhlth our country bas hitherto profpered
| ';J}%Wd example, by encreafing the ramber of
i | j,-}‘ ntees, and the confequent dramn of wour

4 alth, mufl aogment the difcoutents of the
W 4 ‘?i.ngdom, and thereby endanger the connexion
%,;‘ between Great Britain and ITrelacd, which we

sane
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s are determined to fupport with our lives. and
¢“fortunes. That we rely therefore With un-
¢ fhaken confidence on the wifdom andfuflice of
“ this honourable Houfe, that it will maintain to
¢“ys and our pofterity unimpaired, that facred
“ conftitution which is our birth-right, ‘which has
“ been the fource of every blefling to 'this ifland,
= :md the enjoyment of which we déem infepar-
“ able fiom our exlﬂence as free pcople.”

Let me afk thetwo nobledordswho have 1hus put
themfelves forward, what are the. exclufive pre-
tendions of them -and- their. Rt. Hon. colleague
to guide the public opinion?—Let me afk
them by whatautherity they have iflued their letter
miflive to every corner ofthe kingdom, command-
ing the people to fubferibe an inftrament fraught
with foul and virulent milreprefentation? And let
meafk them, is there falvation for this country
under her prefent government and conftitution,
when men of their rank and fituation can ftoop to
fo thabby and wicked an artifice to excite popu.
lar outery againft the declared fenfe of both Houles
of Parliament ? But this is not all, if loud and confi-
dent report is to have credit, a confular exchequer
has been opened for foul and undifguifed bribery. I
know that fublcriptions are openly follicited in the
fireets of the metropolis, toa fund for defeating the
meafure of Union. I will not believe that the per-
fons to whom I have been obliged to allude can

be privy to it. One of them, a noble Earl, I fee in
his
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his place; he is a very ‘young man, and I call
upon him as he fears to have his entry into public
life marked with dlihonour I call upon him - as
he fears to live with the broad mark of mfamy on
his forehead, and to tl:a;nfmlt it indelibly to his
pofterity, to ftand up in his place, and acquit him-
felf before his Peers of this foul lrnputauon e
call upon him pubhcly to difavow all kuowledge ;
of the exiftence of fuch a fund ; and if he eannot
“dilavow i, to ftate explicitly any honpefi purpofe

~ to which it can be applied ?  If it can exift, I truft
there is ftill fenfe and honour left.in the,Irifh na-
tion, to cut off the corrupted fource of thefe vile
abominations. N

I am truly afthamed at the Jength of time for
which I have trefpafled on the “Houfe ; the nature
of the fubje& will I hope picad my : '1p010 yy ;. but
I cannot difmils it witheut adverting to the iitua-
tion and circunftances of Scotland, when the
Union of the two Britith kingdoms took place,
which I fhall do very fhortly.. - Before. thg Union
of the Scotch and Englith crowns inthe perfon
of James the firft, the two nations were mvolved
in perpetual warfare ; during his reign, their ftrug-
gles were différent. The Scotch complained of
Englith influence and pational degradation ; the
Englifh were jealous of the partiality of the King
to his own countrymen, and were_jealous of then
trade' I.he Englith Parliament refufed to natura-

Conl O | . lize
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lize the Scotch’; ‘they reproached their Enslifh
neighbours with felfith illiberality, who returned
the compliment by refletions on thespoverty of
Scotland, ‘fo that at the firft ‘period of theis: con-
nexion, the intercourfe of thefe ﬁﬁer_k_@gdoms
confifted in the mutual interchange “of . contumely
and reproach. In the fucceeding reign they did
unite, but it was againft their commeon Soverelgn

He took refuge from his Englifh fubjes in the
Scotch army at Newark, who'very honourably
gave him up to their confederates in iniquity. At
the Reftoration the fpirit of antient rivalry and op=
pofition was renewed, but after the convulfion of
the former reign, itcontributed in fome degree
to fecure the royal authority, as each kingdom fup-
plied the means of keeping the mal-contents of the

other mn awe. At the Revolution both nations were -

ready to facrifice national jealoufy to their hatred
of popery, ‘and both concurred in accepting King
William for their common Sovereign. But in the
reign of Queen Anne, the {pirit of national anti-
pathy broke out with vehemence and inveteracy;
and the ‘gentlemen of Ireland who are fincere in
their love of Britith connexion would do well to
look to the principal events that led to the incor-
poration of the two kingdoms at that period, and
fee whether fingular grounds of jealoufy and dil-
union between Great Britain and Ireland, have
not broken out within the fhort period which has
. elapled fince our feparation from the Britifh nation.

The
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The firft a& of hoftility on the part of Scot-
land was to eftablith a company for forming a
fettlement on the Spanifh Main, avowedly to en-
able the Scots nation to fhate the wealth,and rivab
the trade of England. This project milcarried, af-
ter hazarding a war between England and Spain,
and producing much: anger and controverly be-
tween the fifter kingdoms: On failure of the
Queen’s J{qu, a new fettlement of the Crown by
the Scotch parllament beécame neceﬁaljr and of
this crifis full advantage was taken by the Scotch
patriots. Bifhop Burnet’s account: of themis a
perfet defcription of the Whigs of Ireland in the
year 1789-—and at this day. “ A mational humour
“ of rendering themfelves a free and independent
¢ kingdom, did fo inflame them, that as there was
« 2 majority in parliament of feventy on their fide, -
“ they feemed capable of the moft. extravagant
“ things that could be fuggefled to them. All
“ was carried with heat, and much vehemence,
“ for a national humour of being independent
“ on England, fermented fo firongly amongit all
“ forts of people without doors, that fuch as went
‘¢ not into every hot motion: that was made were
“ looked on as.betrayers. of their. country, and
¢ they were fo expofed to popular fury, that fome
“ who ftudied to ftop this tide, were brought
“in danger of their lives. :.The Prefbyterians
“ were fo.overawed with this, that although they
" vgiillsd well to the fucceflion, they. durft not

) ¢ “_openly,
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“ openly declare it, ‘ The Dukes of Hamilton:
“and Athol led all thefe ‘violent metions, and
¢ the people were ﬂ’fangely-inﬂamed.”f- o B8

And the nifional hiimour of 1endenng them-
felves 'independent ‘of England, 'léd the Scotch
parliament to* the violent ‘and defperate ftep ‘of
refolving that until c{Tcnt'lal ‘provifion was made
for fettling the rights and liberties" of the Seottifh
nation, mdepe‘rjdent of EngTﬁh mtexeﬂs, and
Englith countils, the fucceflotto fhe Scétch’ crown
thould not’be ‘the fame perfo’n that was poﬂ"eﬁ'ed
of the crown of Lnaland "To 'this’ refo]utron
fucceeded dn’ order- for armlng and fraining the
{fubje&s’ of Bcotland IThe parhament of ‘Eng-
tand addreffeéd’the Qleen to give orders for for-
t]fymcr the” towns ‘on the northern ﬁontlers for
arming the’ Mlhtlz‘ of the northern counties, and
for ftationing fegular forces there, and 1 the north
of TIreland. An"A& was paffed declarmg the na-
tives of Scotland aliens until they Thould fettle the
Crown' on the Houfe 'of Hanover. The ‘Scots
had paﬂ'ed an Aét for allowihg a trade with Frarice,
then at war with Efgland ; "and Englifh thips of
war were ordered to feize the: fhips -of -Scotland
trading with the enemies of England ; and thus
were the two countries at the point of going to
war, when in‘defpite of the violence of party
and falfe pride of Scotch dignity and indepen-
dence, the good fenfe of that nation laid the only

folid
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folid and lafting foundation of peace and fecurity
for their religion, laws, liberty and profperity,
by an entire and perfe&t Union with England.
And it is with cordial fincerity, and a full con=-
vi@tion that it will give to this my native country,
lafting peace and fecurity for her religion, her
laws, her liberty, and her property, an increafe
of ftrength, riches and trade, and the final ex-
tinQion of national jealoufy and animofity, that

~ Inow propofe to this grave aflembly for their

adoption, an entire and perfect Union of the king-
dom of Ireland with Great Britain.) If I live
to fee it completed, to my lateft hour I fhall
feel an honourable pride in refle@ing on the little

thare which I may have had in contributing to
effedtit. -

APPENDIX.
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A'Plan for an Equal Reprefentation of the People
of Ireland in the Houfe of Commons, prepared

for their Confideration by the Society of Unitéd
Irifhmen of Dublin. :
I. THAT the Nation, for the Purpofe of Reprefentation

folely, fhould be divided into 330 Ele@orates, formed b
Combination of Parifhes, and as nearly as pofiible equal

- in- Point of Population.

II. Tuat each Ele&torate thould return one Reprefen-
tative to Parliament. ‘

III. Tuat each Electorate Thould, for the Convenience
of carrying on the Ele&ions at the fame Time, be {ubdivided
into a {ufficient Number of Parts.

IV. TuaT there fhould be a returning Officer for each
Subdivifion, to be refpeélively eledled.

V. Tuat the Electors ot the Ele&orate {hould vote,
each in the Subdivifion in which he is regiftered, and has
refided as herein atter {pecified.

VI. Tuat the returning Officers of the Subdivifions
fhould feverally xeturn their refpe&ive Polls to the return-
ing Officer of the Ele@orate. who fhould tot up the Whole,
and return the Perfon having a Majority of Votes, as the

Reprefentative in Parliament.

VIL. TuaT every Man poflefling the Right of Suffrage
for a Reprefentative in Parliament, {hould exercife it in his
own Perfon enly.

VIIL.Tuat no Perfon fhould have a Right to vote in
more than one Ele¢torate at the fame Eletion.

IX. Tuar every Male of found Mind, who has attained
thc full Age of 21 Years, and actually dwelt, or maintained

a Fami!y
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a Fapily Eftablifhment in any Ele@orate for fix Monj.l;gr, of o

the Twelve immediately previousto the Commenccﬁrngbf
the Eleélion, (provided bhis Rcﬁdem:c, or maintalning a
- Family Eftablifhment be duly regifiered) fhould be intitled
to_vote for the Reprefentation of the Eleétorate:

X. Tuat there fhould be a Regiftering er, and a
Regiftry of Refidence in every Subdivifion ofeach Eleélo-
rate; and that in all Queflions conceining Refi ncc, the
Regiftry thould be confidered ‘as conclufive Evig

XI. THA‘I‘ all Eleétions in the Nation ﬂwul.d commence
* 2nd clofe onthe fame Day.

XII. TuaT the Votes of all Eleétors fhould be given by
Voice, and not by Ballot. :

XIII. Tuat no @ath of any Kihd" ﬁibuld be taken by
- any Ele€or.

XIV. TrAT the full Age of 25 Yeirs fhould bea ne-
ceflary anllﬁcatlon to intitle any, Man to be a chrcfcn—
tative.

XV. THAT Refidence within the EleGorate fhould not,
but that Refidence within the Kingdom fhould be 4 nccef-
fary Qualification for a Reprefentative.

XVI. Tuat no Property Qualification fhould be ne-
ceflary to intitle any Man to be a Reprefentative. '

XVII. TaaT any Perfon having a Penfion, or holding
a Place in the Executive or Judicial Departmema, {hould be
thereby difqualified from"being a Reprefentative. -

XVIIL. Tuar chrefcnmtwca {hould receive a reafon-
able Stipend for their Seivices.

XIX. TuaT every Reprefentative fhould, on talun" his
Seat, fwear that neithier he, nor any Perfon to promote
his Intercﬁ with his Privity, gave or was to give any
Bribe for the Suffrage of any Vouer.

XX. Tuat any Reprefentative convi@ed by a Jury, of
having aéted contrary to the Subftznce of the above Oath,
thould be for ever difqualified from fitting or voting 1n
Parliament.

XXI. Tuat Parliaments fhould be Annual.

XXII. Tuat a Reprefentative fhould be at Liberty to
refign his Delegation upon giving fufficient Notice to his
Conflituents.

XXIII. Tuar Abfence from Duty for fhould
vacate the Seat of a Reprefentative.

FINIS.
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