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LO R D  C H A N C E L L O R ’S SPEECH ,

I N  T H E

fyoufe of HorDs of ^rcíanti,

M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y  i o , j 8 o o .

The Order o f the Day being read for taking his M a- 

jejiy's MeJJage into Conjideration, relative to the 

propofed L e g i s l a t i v e  U n i o n  between G reat 

B rita in  and Ireland, and the Aiticles for that 

Purpofe,

M y  L o r d s ,

H R IS E  to call your Lordihips attention to a fub- 

je ft , certainly the m olt momentous which has 
ever been fubmitted for decifion to the Parliament

B  o f
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o f  this Country ; a fubject: embracing the vitai 
interefts o f  Ireland, and intimately affecting the 
f l r e n g t h  and profperity o f  the Britifh Empire. 
In this grave AfTembly, I feel perfect confidence, it 

will receive a calm, and patient, and difpafiionate 
inveftigation, I am fenfible, neverthelefs, that 
it falls to my lot to addrefs your Lordihips under 

great difadvantages. T he beft talents, the m oil 

enlightened m in d s 'o f which the Britifh Empire 
has ever had to boait, have been roufed to exer­

tion in contemplating an incorporation o f thefe 
kingdoms ; and after the brilliant and ample dif- 
cuflion which the fubject has received in both 
countries, it cannot well be expected o f me to 
throw new light upon it. But when I recolleit 

the criminal and unexampled efforts which have 
been made, from th f moment when this meafure 
was firft propofed for difcuffion, to bear it down 
by noife, and fattion, and intrigue, if  not by re­

commendations o f open rebellion, I iliould con­
demn m yfelf for a grofs dereliction o f my duty, 
i f  I were to forbear to fubmit it to your Lord­
ihips m oil ferious confideration, in all its various 
and important views and bearings ; more efpecial- 
ly as I feel a ftrong conviction indeed, that nothing 
but Union can fave this kingdom from annihila­

tion, and eventually uphold the liability o f  the 
Britiíh Empire.

■> a  iViy
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M y  opinions on this fubjeft have not « n  re­

cently or lightly fa m e d  ; ' ^ t u i t i o n  
bits had taught me to ■. ^  back
o f Iriih titles, and ot neceu >

Into Iriih h iftory: it . f e v ;
called into active and torwar p _
pethapS d Utin6 the n ^  event n, P - d a L  o,

& £  ^ " e n d e n t

P  liament has gradually I ç i ÿ  her W g  
plicated and bitter calamities and tha n has

paflion o f  men, who from time t o -  « e r e ^ -  
fered to take a commanding lead m t ■
„ f  that affembly, w ould ip e y ita b ly r ç t a e  « 
the alternative o f Separation or U nion. I  h a 

with as little referve Hated the fame opinion :Tine 
,  have had the honour o f  a feat ini fasrH ovde,

- 1 “  ^ p \ “ e7 , : i ; . * t , ; :  K i r / s
communication which l na\e nau

minifters on Iriih affairs for the laft feven years,

1 have uniformly and diftinftly preffed «P ™  
the urgent neceffity o f U nion, as the laft re- 

iource to preferve this Country to the B a tift  

Ç row n . I preffed it without effect, until B n  ^
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miniflers and the Britiih nation were roufed to 
a fenfe o f  the common danger, by the late fan- 
guinary and unprovoked rebellion.

It feems perfectly immaterial now to enquire 
what was the origin o f that connexion which 
has fubfifted for more than fix centuries between 
this country and England, whether it originated 
in conqueft, as Englilh lawyers and hiilorians have 
confidently advanced, or, as we affert with 

equal confidence, in a federal compaft o f  fome 
old Iriih chiefs with the Englilh king. O f  the 

hiitoncal faft, however, no doubt can be enter- 

tained, that before that connexion, Ireland never 
enjoyed a ilate o f  domeftic fecurity, or a govern­

ment or conftitution capable o f  protecting her 
inhabitants from violation in their perfons or 
property. I f  the conqueft o f  Ireland was the 
object o f  the Engliih king, his embarraffments on 
the continent feem to have difabled him from 
effecting it, the firft Engliih fettlements here 
having been merely colonial, fuch as have fince 

been made by the different nations o f  Europe, 
on the coafts o f  A fia , Africa or America. D ur­
ing feveral fucceffive reigns the Engliih colo­
ny was left to thrive by its own ftrength and 

refources, having received no other reinforcement 
than the occafional arrival o f  new Britiih adven­
turers : The confequence was, that for centuries 
the Engliih pale was not pufhed beyond its ori­

ginal



gînal limits. So late as the reign o f  Henry the 
Eighth, it confided o f four Shires only, and M r. 
A llen , then M ailer o f  the Rolls, reported to the 
king, that his laws were not obeyed twenty miles 
from the Capital. T he common obfervation o f  
the country was, that they who dwelt by weft 
o f  the R iver Barrow , dwelt by weft o f  the law.

T he early policy o f  the Engliih government 
certainly was, to difcourage all connexion o f  the 
colony with the native Irifh ; the ftatute o f  K il­
kenny, enacted by the provincial aflembly of 
the pale in the reign o f Edward III. having 
prohibited marriage or goilipred with the Irifhry, 
or claiming the benefit o f  the Brehon law , 
by any perfon o f  Engliih blood, under the 
penalties ó f  treafon. This ftatute has been 
m uch extolled by Sir John Davies, as eminently 
qualified to reform the degenerate Engliih, as he 
calls them : it feems difficult, however, to re­
concile it to any principle o f found policy ; it 
was a declaration o f  perpetual war, not only 
againft the native Iriih, but againft every per­
fon o f Engliih blood, w h o . had fettled be­
yond the limits o f  the pale, and from  motives 

o f  perfonal intereft or convenience, had formed 

connexions with the natives, or adopted their 
laws and cuftoms ; and it had the full efteit which 

m ight have been expeited, it drew cloier the 

confederacy it was meant to diflolve, and im­

plicated the colony o f the pale in ceafelefs w ar­
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fare and contention with each other, and with 

the inhabitants o f the adjacent diftri&s.

Such was the date o f  Ireland when the attempt 
was firft made to  promulgate the Engliih ftatute 

law here ; and it is not .extraordinary that in the 
complicated quarrels and promifcuous warfare 
which had fubfifted for centuries between the na­

tive Iriih and degenerate Engliih, and Engliih 
o f  blood and Engliih o f  birth within the pale, 
that the attempt proved altogether abortive. The 

taunting anfwer o f Maguire C h ief o f  Fermanagh, to 
the Lord Deputy, who applied to him to receive 

a. Sheriff commiflioned by Henry VIII. fufficiently 

explains the ftate o f  the country, and the autho­
rity o f the K ing’s government in it :— Y o u r She­
riff íhall be welcome to me, but i f  he comes, fend 
me his erzc, (the price ó f  his head) that if  my 

people flay him, I may fine them accordingly.”

In the faîne reign a formal treaty was made 
with the Earl o f  Defmond, for his permiffion that 
the Engliih law fhould be executed, and the fub- 
fidies granted by the Parliament o f  the pale be 
levied in his country ; and other chiefs treated 
for the admiifion o f the King’s Judges, or arbitra­
tors as they called them, on condition only that 
the ihould obferve the Irifh law ; and perhaps if  
thefe Judges, or any other officers cominiflioned by 

the Crow n, had been authorized to act as arbitra­
tors
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tors to compofe the feuds and animofities o f  the 
Irifh tribes and powerful Lords o f Engliih blood, 
the habitual and licentious turbulence o f  the Irifli 
nation might gradually have fubfided, and acqui- 
efced in the eftabliihment o f  a rational and civi­
lized governm ent; but fatally at this time a new 
fchifm arofe, which has been the- bane and pefli- 
lence o f  Ireland. It has rendered her a blank 
am ongil the nations o f  Europe, and will I feat- 
long continue to retard her progrefs in the civiliz­

ed world.

In every other nation o f  Europe where the re­
formed religion is eftabliihed, it has been the re- 
fult o f enquiry and convi&ion.— -̂It has kept pace 
with the progrefs o f  fcience, and the human mind, 
revolting from the im portions which had been 
pra£tifed upon if for ages, (hook off the yoke o f 
bigotry and fuperftition ; but Ireland, cut o ff from 
all communication with the civilized world, and 
enveloped in dark and impenetrable ignorance, 

continued blindly devoted to the fuperftitious 

errors o f  the Popiih faith ; funk as ihe was below 

the reach o f  curiofity or fpeculation, it was 
equally hopelefs and impolitic to call upon the peo­
ple at once to abjure the religion o f their anceitors, 
and to fubfcribe to new doftrines which they were 
utterly incapable o f underftanding. In the reign o f 

H enry V III. no attempt was made to force the 
reform ed liturgy upon them ; he was fatisfied with

a filent
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a filent acquiefcenes in his claim o f iiipreriiacy, 
but on his death this fyitem o f moderation was 
deferted ; orders were iiTued by the Regency for 
enforcing the ufe o f  the Engliih liturgy, and Grip­
ping the churches o f their old ornaments in every 
diftrict in which the Engliih power was acknow­
ledged, In the fucceeding reign the tables were 
reverfed :— T h e Proteftant Churches were ihut ; 

the Popiih liturgy and old enfigns o f fuperftition 
were reftored ; and a Bull o f  Pope Paul the IV. 
for remiiiion o f pail herefies, and receiving the 
penitent Iriih into the bofom o f  the holy church, 

was accepted by both Houfes o f  the Colonial Par­
liament, kneeling devoutly on their knees, and 

enafted and confirmed by ftatute. This extraor­
dinary inftrument with the detail o f  its legifla- 
úve> confecration, remains at this hour on your 
ftatute book. In the reign o f Elizabeth a new 
reverfe took place, without regard to the Bull o f 
Paul, received and confirmed by the Iriih Statute, 
the Popiih churches were again ftripped o f their 
ornaments ; the reformed liturgy was again en­
forced ; and the Engliih a &  o f uniformity was en­
abled by the colonial parliament ; and what feems 
to be a folecifm in the hiftory o f legiilation, in the 
body o f  this act, by which the ufe o f the Englifh 
liturgy, and a ftrict conformity to it, are enjoined 
under fevere penalties, a claufe is introduced, re­
citing, that Engliih minifters cannot be found to 
ferve in Iriih churches ; that the Iriih people did



not underftand the Engliih language, that the 
church fervice cannot be celebrated in Iriih, as 
well for difficulty to get it printed, as that few in 
the whole realm can read. A n d what is the re* 
medy ?— If the Minifter o f the Gofpel cannot fpeak 
Engliih, he may celebrate the church fervice in 
the Latin tongue ; a language certainly as unin­
telligible to his congregation as the Engliih tongue \ 
and probably not very familiar to the M iniiler 

thus authoriied to ufe it.

It feems difficult to conceive any more unjufi or 
impolitic art o f  governm ent, than an attempt thus 
to force new modes o f religious faith and worlhip, 
by fevere penalties upon a rude and luperftitious 
and unlettered people. Perfecution or attempts to 
force confcience w ill never produce con vid ion .—  
T h ey  are calculated only to m ake hypocrites or 

martyrs ; and accordingly the violence committed 
by the regency o f Edw ard, an̂ d continued by E liza­
beth to force the reformed religion in Ireland, 
had no other effert than to foment a general difaf- 
feftion to the Engliih  government ; a difafle&ion 

fo general as to induce Philip the II. o f  Spain to 
attempt partial defcents on the fouthern coaits o f  
this ifland, preparatory to his meditated attack 
Upon England.— Elizabeth quickly faw her danger, 
and that it was necefTary without delay to fecure 

the poiTeflion o f Ireland ; ilie lent over a power­

ful and w'ell appointed arm y, and after a difficult
C  and
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and bloody war o f  feven years, effected the com* 
plete redu&ion o f the ifland, which to the period 
o f  this firft conqueft, had been divided into a 
number o f licentious and independent tribes, under 
the rule o f  the ancient chiefs o f the country, and 
powerful Lords o f Englifh blood, who had ob­
tained profufe territorial grants from the crown. 
She did not however live to fee this reduction 
completed 5 the capitulation with O ’Neale was 

not figned till fome time after her death ; and 
therefore her fucceffor muft be confidered as the 
firft Englifh Monarch who poffefTed the complete 
dominion o f Ireland. The accefiion o f James I. 
I confider as the æra o f connexion between the 
filler iflands. Then for the firft time was the fpirit 
o f  refiftance to the Englifh power broken down, 
and the EngKfh laws, univerfally acknowledged. 
Sir John Davies, in the quaint pedantry o f his day, 
defcribes Juftice, the fword having cleared her 
w ay, as taking the whole country in her progrefs 

as V irgo moves in the Zodiack, preceded by 

Leo.

T h e firft object o f the King feems to have been, 
to eftablifh the reformation, but in purfuing it, 
unfortunately he adopted the fame courfe by which 
his predeceffors had been milled ; but his meafure* 
were attended with much more ferious and exten- 
five confequences ; their orders for religious refor­
mation had extended only to the churches and

diftridts



diftricts within the pale ; but the orders fent by 
the Council o f  James I. extended to the whole 
iiland. T h e province o f Ulftet* had been the* 
principal theatre o f  the late civil war, and had 
been confifcated and feized into the hands o f  the 
crown. T h e  old proprietors who had led the re­
volt were expelled, and replaced by a new fet o f  
adventurers from England and Scotland ; all Pro- 
teftants, who with a new religion, brought over 
with them a new fource o f  contention with the in­
habitants.

O ne o f the modern arts o f  civil war in Ireland 
has been to iligm atize the memory o f James I. 
as having fapped the liberties, and fubverted the 
Parliamentary conftitution o f Ireland ; and this 
revolutionary text from the mom ent it was given 
out has been enlarged, upon with equal affidui'ty 
and fuccefs, by ' every avowed rebel and .equivo­
cal loyalift in the kingdom . B ut what is the 

fact which ftands recorded and authenticated b e­

yond doubt or controverfy ? T h at Ireland before 
the acceffion o f James Ï. never had any thing like a 
regular governm ent or Parliamentary conftitution. 
In the reign o f Edward II. the defcendants o f  
the firft Englifh fettlers had a provincial aflembly 
which was called the Parliament o f  the pale ; the 
fame fort o f  affembly was occafionally fummoned 
^during feveral fucceffive reigns, and any man 

»rho will take the trouble to read the ftatute book

C  2 will
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will find that the principal bufmefs o f them all 
was to pafs ordinances o f  outlawry ?o-ainfl the

.  J o
native Iriih, and inhabitants o f Engliih blood 

connected with them. B ut fuch was the contempt 
in which thefe ajTembli.es were held, that eveu 

the coloniils o f  the pale confidered it an infult to 
be fummoned to attend them. T he Earl o f Def- 

mond claimed it as the right and privilege o f the 
Lords o f  Engliih blood, not to attend thefe aflem- 
blies, or to come into any walled town but at their 

will and pleafure. In the province o f Connaught 
there is not the trace o f any claim or exercife o f 
any Parliamentary franchife till late in the reign o f  
Elizabeth. In U lfter none till the reign o f James 
I- Some few o f the fea ports in Muniter had 
been occafionally fummoned to fend deputies to 
the colonial Parliament, but fuch was the ftate o f  
the country, that they could not make their way 
to the pale, infomuçh that in the 33d Henry 
VIII. it was found neceflary to repeal an ordinance 

by which the place o f  meeting o f  the colonial 

Parliament was reftri&ed to Dublin or Drogheda. 
T he caufe ailigned in the act o f repeal is, that by 
reafon o f the diitance o f obedient Shires and B o­
rough towns, and the perilous paffage by the 

way from the K ing’s rebels, thefe deputies could 
not attend. A nd it is quite true that James I. 
did fap the liberties o f the Iriih nation to mur­
der obnoxious deputies on their paftage to attend 
Parliament. It is equally true that modern affer-

tors



tors o f  Iriih dignity and Independence have m oil 
laudably exerted themfelves to revive thefe fame 
liberties on a folid and permanent bafis, and that 
the fovereign Irifh people have been always ex­
tremely tenacious o f  them, as eííential to then 
phyiical confequence. T h e crime for which the 
memory o f James I. has been calumniated is, that 
he laid the foundation o f a regular governm ent 
in Ireland, and o f the exifting eftabliihments in 
phurch and ftate. A t  nis acceilion there were 
fcarcely any proteftants amongft the old inhabitants 
o f  Engliih blood— am ongft the native Iriih none—  
For the laft twenty years therefore o f  E lizabeth, 
{he could not venture to call the colonial Parlia­
ment. T h e  diftinction o f E ngliihry and Irilhry 

had been nearly effaced in her time, and was fuc- 
ceeded by a new fchifm o f  proteftant and papift* 
but from  the firft introduction o f his proteftant 

çolony by James I. the old diftinftions o f native 
Iriih and degenerate Engliih, and Engliih o f  blood 
and Engliih o f  birth, were loft and forgotten ÿ 

all rallied to the banner o f  the popiih faith, and 
looked upon the new' proteftant fettlers as the 
common aggreffor and enemy *, and it is a melan­

choly truth, that from  that day all have clung to 
the popiih yeligion as a common bond o f  union, 

and an hereditary pledge o f aniii^ofity to. Britiih 

fettlers andx the Britiih nation. W h at alternative 
then remained to the K ing for retaining this counT 

try under the dominion o f  his crown ? In the
m odern
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m odem  revolutiohary phrafe, the phyfïcal con, 
fequence o f the country was arrayed againft 

the Engliih colony ancl the Englifh government. 
H e was therefore driven to the neceffity o f  
treating the old inhabitants as a conquered people, 
and governing their Country as an Engliih Pro­
vince, or o f  fortifying his Proteftant colony by 
inverting them exclufively with the artificial power 

o f  a feparate government, which on every prin­
ciple o f  felf-interefl, and felf-prefervation, they 
were bound to adminifter in concert with E ng­

land. The Executive departments were under 
the immediate controul o f  the ordinary roval 
prerogative : but it was vain to hope that he 
could retain poiTeflion o f  Ireland under a feparate 
government, unlefs a majority o f  the Iriih Parlia­
ment flood well afte&ed to the Engliih crown, 
and Engliih nation ; and to obtain that ma­
jority, he reforted to the exercife o f  a prero­
gative which has always belonged to the Eng- 
iiih Crow n, by ere&ing new counties and 
incorporating fome o f  the principal towns, oc­
cupied by the new fettlers, giving them the fran. 
ehife o f  fending Reprefentatives to the Irifh Par­
liament ; A n d I repeat, without incurring the 

hazard o f contradiction, that Ireland never had 
any affembly which could be called a Parliament 
until the reign o f  James I. The Legiflative aifem- 
blies before his acceilion, were compofed only o f  
íhe few perfons who could be prevailed upon to 

attend from obedient ihires and towns within

the



the pale, or immediately adjacent to it, ihd  from 
a few fcattered Engliih fettlements on the coails 
o f  Munfter : and with all the exertions made in 
fupport o f  the proteilant colony, the majority 
in its favour at the firit meeting was little more 
than Tw enty. A n d it would feem that the debates 
o f  that day partook pretty largely o f  modern 
virulence, for a fcuffle took place in the Houfe of 
Com m ons, which might have ended in -blood- 
ihed, i f  the precaution had not been taken to dif­
arm the combatants before they were fuffered to 
meet in Parliament.

T h e iteady government o f  Strafford kept down 
thefe animofities, which had continued with un­
abated rancour until his time. B ut at his removal 
the old inhabitants, taking advantage o f the weak- 

nefs and diitraftion o f  the Engliih governm ent 

broke out into open hoftility and rebellion. T h e  
flame had long been fmothered, and at length 
burft forth with a terrible explofion. T h e  native 

Iriih began the infurrection : but were foon joined 
by the old Engliih colony, and the Lords o f  E n g­
liih blood, with few exceptions ; and after a fierce 
and bloody conteft o f  eleven years, in which the 
face o f  the whole iiland was defolated, and its 

population nearly extinguiihed by w ar, peililence, 
and famine, the infurgents were fubdued, and 
fuffered all the calamities which could be inflitted 
on the vanquiihed party, in a long contefted civil

*5

war ;
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War ; this was á civil war of extermination.—  
T h e rebellion of 1798 would have been a war 
o f  extermination, if  it had not been for the 
itrong and merciful interpofition o f Great B ri­
tain ; and I could wiih that the befotted rebels 
o f  this dav, who have been faved from extermi­
nation by a Britiih M onarch, would look back at 
the bleffings o f  republican liberty, dealt out to 

their anceitors by the ufurper Crom well.

His firit a it was to collect all the native Iriih 
who had furvived the general defolation, and re­
mained in the country, and to tranfplant them 
mto the province o f  Connaught, which had 
been completely depopulated, and laid waite in 
the progrefs o f the rebellion. T h ey were or­
dered to retire there by a certain day, and for­
bidden to repafs the river Shannon on pain o f 
death, and this fentence o f deportation was ri­
gidly enforced until the Reftoràtion. Their an­
cient poifeflions were feized and given up to the 
conquerors, as were the poffeffions o f  every man 
who had taken part in the rebellion-, ôr followed 
the fortunes o f the K ing, after the murder o f 
Charles I. A n d this whole fund was diftributed 
am ongfl the officers and.foldiers o f  C rom w ells 
arm y, in fadsfaction of the arrears o f  their pay, 
and adventurers who had advanced money to de­
fray the expences o f  the war- A nd thus a new 
Colony o f new Settlers, compofed o f all the va­

rious fects which then infefted England, Indepen--
dents,
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dents, Anabaptifts, Seceders, Brownifts, Socinians, 
Millenarians, and Diffenters o f  every defcription, 
many o f them infefted with the leaven o f demo­
cracy, poured into Ireland, and were put into 
poffeflion o f the ancient inheritance o f its inhabi­

tants : A n d I fpeak with great perfonal refpeft 
o f  the m en, when I hate that a very confider- 
able portion o f the opulence and power o f  the 
kingdom  o f Ireland, centers at this day in the 
dependents o f  this motley collection o f Engliih

adventurers.

It feems evident from  the whole tenor o f  the 
declaration made by Charles II. at his reftoration, 

that a private itipulation had been made by 
M onck, in favour o f Crom w ell’ s foldiers and ad­
venturers, who had been put into poiTeilion of the 
confifcated lands in Ireland ; and it would have 

been an aft o f grofs injuftice on the part o f the 
king, to have overlooked their intereils. lh e  ci­

vil war o f 16 4 1, was a rebellion againft the Crown 
o f  England, and the complete reduction o f 

the Irifh rebels by Crom well, redounded ef- 

fentially to the advantage o f the Britiih empire. 
But admitting the principle in its fulleil extent, 
it is impoffible to defend the A d s  o f Settlement 
and Explanation, by which it was carried into 

effecl: ; and I could wiih that the modern afTertors 
o f  Iriih dignity and independence would take the 

trouble to read and underhand them.
D  T he



T h e A ct o f Settlement profeiTes to have for its 
objeft the execution o f  his Majefty’ s gracious de­
claration for the fettlement o f  his kingdom o f  

Ireland, and fatisfaction o f the feveral intereils o f  
adventurers, foldiers, and other his fubjeits 
there, and after reciting the rebellion, the enor­
mities committed in the progrefs o f  it, and the 
final reduction o f  the rebels by the kin g’s Engliih 

and Proteftant' fubjefts, by a general fweeping 
claufe veils in the king, his heirs and fucceffors, 
all eilates real and perfonal o f  every kind whatfo- 

ever in the kingdom o f Ireland ; which at any 

time from the 21ft o f  Ottober 16 4 1, were feized 
or fequeftered into the hands, or to the ufe o f  

Charles I. or the then king, or otherwife difpofed 
of, fet out or fet apart by reafon, or on acount o f 
the rebellion, or which were allotted, aifigned, 

or diilributed to any perfon or perfons for ad­
ventures, arrears, reprifals, or otherwife, or 
whereof any foldier, adventurer, or other per­
fon were in poifeffion for or on account o f  the 

rebellion : A n d having thus, in the firit inilance, 
veiled three fourths o f  the lands and perfonal pro­
perty o f  the inhabitants o f  this iiland in the king, 

commiifioners are appointed with full and exclu. 
five authority, to hear and determine all claims 
upon the general fund, whether o f officers and 
foldiers for arrears o f  pay, o f adventurers who 

had advanced money for carrying on the war, 
or o f  innocent papiits, as they are called ; in

other
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other wortls, o f  the old inhabitants o f the iiland,
who had been difpoiTeffed by-Crom w ell, not for 
having taken a part in the rebellion againit the 
Englilh crown, but for their attachment to the 
fortunes o f Charles II. But with refpeft to this 
clafs o f fufferers, who might naturally have ex­
pected a preference o f  claim, a claufe is intro- 
duced, by which they are poftponed after a decree 
o f  innocence by the Commiffioners, until previous 
reprifal ihall be made to Crom w ell’s foldiers and 
adventurers, who had obtained poffeffion o f their 
inheritance. 1 will not detain the Houfe with a 
minute detail o f the provifions o f this a ft, thus 
paffed for the fettlement o f  Ireland ; but I wiih 
gentlemen, who call themfelves the dignified and 
independent Iriih nation, to know , that feven mil­

lions eight hundred thoufand acres o f land w eie let 
out under the authority o f  this a ft, to a motley crew 
o f  Engliih adventurers, civil and military, nearly 
to the total exclufion o f the old inhabitants o f the 
ifland ; many o f whom  who were innocent o f  the 

rebellion, loft their inheritance, as well for the 

difficulties impofed upon them by the court o f 
claims in the proofs required o f their innocence, 
as from a deficiency in the fund for reprifal to 

Engliih adventurers, arifing principally from  a 
profufe grant made by the Crow n to the D u ke o f 
Y ork ; and the Parliament o f  Ireland, having made 
this fettlement o f  the ifland in eiFeft on themfelves» 

granted an hereditary revenue to the C row n , as an
indemnity

19



indemnity for the forfeitures thus relinquilhed by 
Charles II.

A fter the expulfion o f James from the throne of 
England, the old inhabitants made a final effort 
for recovery o f their ancient power, in which 
they were once more defeated by an Englifh army, 
and the flender reliques o f  Irifh pofieflions became 
the fubjeót o f frefh confifcation. From the report 
made by the Commiffioners appointed by the 
Parliament o f  England in 1698, it appears, that 
the Iriih fubjefts outlawed for the rebellion o f  
1688, amounted to three thoufand nine hundred 
and feventy-eight ; and that their Iriih poffeffions, 
fo far as could be computed, were o f the value an­
nually o f  two hundred and eleven thoufand fix 

hundred and twenty-three pounds, comprifing one 
million fixty thoufand feven hundred and ninety- 

two acres. This fund was fold under the authority 
o f  an Englifh aft o f parliament, to defray the ex- 

pences incurred by England in reducing the rebels 
o f 1688, and the fale introduced into Ireland, a 
new fet o f  adventurers.

It is a fubject o f  curious and important fpe- 
culation to look back to the forfeitures o f  Ireland 
incurred in the laft century. The fuperficial con­
tents o f the ifland are calculated at eleven millions 
and forty-two thoufand fix hundred and eighty-

two

!20



two acres. L et us now examine the ftate o f  for­
feitures :

Confifcated in the reign o f James I. 
the whole o f  the province o f  U lfler 
containing, A cres -  - 2,836,837

Set out by the court o f  claims at the
Reftoration, Acres - 7,800,000

Forfeitures o f  1688, Acres - 1,060,792

Total, 11,6 9 7,6 2 9

So that the whole o f  your ifland has been con­
fifcated, with the exception o f the eltates o f  five 
or fix old families o f  Englifh blood, fome o f  whom 
had been attainted in the reign o f  H enry VIII- ; 
but recovered their pofleilions before T yron e’s 
Rebellion, and had the good fortune to efçape the 
pillage o f  the Englifh Republic inflicted by Crom ­

well ; and no inconfiderable portion o f  the iiland 
has been confifcated twice or perhaps thrice in the 
courfe o f  a century. T h e  fituation therefore o f  the 

Iriih nation at the Revolution Hands unparalleled 
in the hiilory o f  the inhabited world. I f  the wars 
of England carried on here, from the reign o f  
Elizabeth had been waged againil a foreign enemy, 

the inhabitants would have retained their poflel- 

fions under the eílabliíhed law o f civilized nations ; 

and their country have been annexed as a province 

to the Britifh empire, But the continued and pei- 

fevering refinance o f  Ireland to the Britiih crown

during
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during die whole o f  the laft century, was mete
rebellion, and the municipal iaw o f England at­

tached upon £he crime. W hat then was the fitua- 
tion o f Ireland at the Revolution, and what is it at 
this day ? T h e  whole power and property o f  the 

country has been conferred by fucceffive Monarchs 
o f  England upon an Engliih coiony, compofed o f 

three lets o f  Engliih adventurers, who poured 
into this country at the termination o f  three fuc^ 
ceffivc rebellions.— Confifcation is their common 
title ; and from their firft fettlemeiit they have 
been hemmed in on every fide by the old inhabi­
tants o f  the ifland, brooding over their difcontents 
in  fallen indignation. It is painful to me to go in­
to this detail, but we have been for twenty years 
In a fever o f  intoxication, and inuit be itunned in* 
to fobriety.

W hat then was the fecurity o f the Engliih fettlers 
for their phyfical exiilence at the Revolution ; and 
what is the fecurity o f  their defcendants at this 
day ?— T he powerful and commanding protection 
o f  Great Britain. I f  by any fatality it fails, you 
are at the mercy o f the old inhabitants o f  the 
ifland ; and I fhould have hoped, that the famples 
o f  mercy exhibited by them in the progrefs of the 
late rebellion, would have taught the gentlemen 
who call themfelves the Iriili nation, to re fle t  
with fober attention on the dangers which fur- 

round them. Their anceftors were fenfible o f  it
as



ai became them ; they faw the feeds o f  difunion 
in the connexion which then fubfifted between 
this country and G reat B ritain; itrongfym ptoras 
o f  political warfare had appeared fo early as 169?, 
when heads o f  a bill were tranfmitted hence un­
der the G ieat Seal o f  Ireland, re-enaótíng an E11- 
ghfh a d  o f Parliament, made to bind Ireland.

Hie Englifh Houfe o f  Commons took up the 
gauntlet with a high hand, a committee was ap­
pointed to examine M r. M olyneux’s book, and 
to report fuch paflages in it as they ihould find de­
nying the authority o f  the Parliament o f  England, 
alfo what proceedings have been in Ireland, that 
might occafion the fcid pamphlet. O n  the’ szn d  
o f  June 1693, the committee reported the obnox­
ious paiTages, and that on enquiry into the proceed­
ings in Ireland which might occafion the pam ph­
let, they find in a bill tranfmitied under the great 
feal o f  Ireland, during the late Parliament there" 
entitled a bill for the better fecurity o f  her M a- 

jefty’ s perfon and governm ent, that the whole o f 
an act paflèd in England for abrogating the oath o f 
Suprem acy in Ireland, and appointing other oaths 
is re-enacted with foine alterations, and that in the 
fame bill the crown o f  Ireland is ililed the impe­
rial crown o f  Ireland. U pon this report, the 

Houfe refolved, nemine contradicente, “  that the 
book publiflied by M r. M olyneux, was o f  danger­
ous tendency to the crown and people o f  E n g­

land,
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land, by denying the authority o f  the King and 
Parliament o f  England to bind the kingdom and 
people of Ireland, and the fubordination and de­
pendence that Ireland hath and ought to have upon 

England, as being united and annexed to the im­
perial Crow n o f  England. T h ey refolved alfo that 
the bill lately tranfmitted from Ireland, whereby 
an aft o f  Parliament made in England exprefsly 
to bind Ireland is pretended to be re-enacted, had 
given occafion and encouragement to forming and 

publiihing the dangerous pofitions contained in the 
laid book. T he Houfe in a body prefented an ad- 
drefs to the K ing, enlarging in terms of great in­
dignation on the book and its pernicious aiferrions, 

and on the dangerous tendency of the procedings 
o f  the Iriih Parliament; befeeching his Majeity 
to exert his royal prudence to prevent their being 
drawn into example, and to take all neceiTary c«ie 
that the laws which direct and reftrain the I arlia- 
ment o f  Ireland in their affions be not evaded -, 
and concluding with an affurance o f their readj, 
concurrence and a ill fiance in a parliamentary w ay, 

to preferve and maintain the dependence and fub- 
ordination o f  Ireland to the imperial crown of 
England. T he king anfwers, “  that he will take 
care that what is complained o f ihall be prevented 
and redrefled, as the Commons defire.”  Thus, 
were the Parliaments o f the two countries at iffue

fo early as the ioth  o f K ing W illiam. But the
Englifh
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F.ngliih colony, however fore they might have felt 
under the iharp rebuke o f their countrymen, were 
too fenfible o f  the dangers by which they were 
furrounded, and their imbecility to encounter 
them to puih this political quarrel to a breach 
with the Englifh Parliament ; and at the next 
meeting o f the Parliament o f  Ireland, which did 
not take place till the 2nd o f Queen Anne, the 
H oufe o f Lords having taken into ferious confider- 
ation the ftate o f this nation, did 011 the 25th O c ­
tober 1703, refolve, *  that it was their opinion, 
upon due confideration o f the prefent conftitution 
o f  this kingdom , that fuch an humble reprefenta- 
tion be made to the Queen, o f  the ftate and con­
dition thereof, as may b u l l  incline her M ajefty by 
fuch proper means as to her M ajefty ihould feem 
fit, to promote fuch an union with England, as 
may qualify the ftates o f  this kingdom , to be re- 

prefented there.

In 170 7, the H oufe o f  Lords again took up the 
fame fubjeft, and in their addrefs o f  congratu­
lation to the Queen on the Scotch U nion, •) be- 
feech her Majefty to go on, and extend her fa­

vour to all her fubjetts, till none are excluded 
from fo great a b/ej/wg, but fuch as by their own 
frowardnefs or difaflection to the public good, 
bar themfelves from the general advantages o f  
H er M ajefty’ s reign ; and exprefs their hope that 

H er M ajefty’ s goodnefs and wifdom w ill con-
E  quer

♦ Jouritfls of Lord?, vol. z. p. 29. + Ibid. p. 161.
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quer even thofe, and make them fenfible o f  their 
true intereft. In the Tame year tlie Commons 
addreffed the Queen to the fame effect, and from  

the coldnefs with which ilie anfwers the addreffes 
o f  both Houfes on this fubjeft, it is plain that 
her minifters would not liften to the propo­
rtio n  o f an U nion with Ireland; and in find­

ing a fubftitute for it, there was a race o f 
im policy between the countries. T he Parli­

ament o f  England feem to have confidered 
the permanent debility o f  Ireland, as their bed 

fecurity for her connexion with the Britiih crown, 
and the Iriih Parliament to have reited the fe­
curity o f  the colony, upon maintaining a perpe­
tual and impaffable barrier againit the ancient 

inhabitants o f  the country. T he executive go­
vernment was committed nominally to a Vice­

roy, but effentially to Lords Juftices, felected from 
the principal State Officers o f  the country, who 

were entrufted with the conduct o f  what was 
called the K ing’s bufinefs, but might with more 
propriety have been called the bufinefs o f  the 

Lords Juftices. T h e. Viceroy came to Ireland 
for a few months only in two years, and returned 
to England perfectly iatisfied with his million, 
if he did not leave the concerns o f  the E ng­
liih governm ent.worfe than he found them : and 
the Lords Juftices in his abfence w?ere entrufted 
i mphcitly with the means o f confolidating an 
ariftocratic influence, which made them the ne-

ceffary



ceffary inilruments o f  the Engliih government. 
A fter the treaty o f  Aix-la-Chapelle, the trade 
o f  this country had fo increafed, that the he­
reditary revenue was amply fufficient for every 
public fervice, and a confiderable furplus re­
mained in the Exchequer, after defraying every 
charge upon it, fo that in effect the crown was 
little, i f  at all dependent on Parliament for fup- 
port ; and it is difficult to fay how  long this 
oligarchy might have kept its ground, if the 
intrigues o f  an ambitious ecclefiaflic, then at the 
head o f the Iriih church, had not laid the foun­
dation o f  party heat and animofities, which have 
long diilurbed and degraded our parliamentary 
proceedings. T h e great trial o f  ítrengtii between 

the Primate and the then Speaker o f  the H oufe 
o f  Commons was made in 175 3 , when a bill 

was propofed for applying the furplus then in  
the exchequer to pay a public debt w hich had 
been fome time before contracted. T h e  courtiers 
o f  that day, ranged under the ecclefiaftical ban­

ner, contended that this furplus belonged to the 
C row n , and therefore, that the K in g’s previous 

'afíent to its application, ought to be fignified be­
fore the Com m ons could appropriate it. ri  he pa­
triots, ranged under the Speaker’s banner, infilled 
that no fuch affent wras necefTary, and beat 

their political adverfaries by a fmall majority. 

Heads o f  a bill for the appropriation pafled the 

Commons without taking notice o f the K in g ’s
E  2 previous



previous aflent to it. T hey were rejected by the 
Crow n, and the furplus was applied by the royal 
authority, without the intervention of Parliament. 

B ut the Commons took effectual cate that the 
queftion fhould not occur a fécond time, by 
appropriating every future furplus to their pri­

vate ufe, under the fpecious pretence o f local pub­
lic improvements. W ind-mills and W ater-mills, 

and Canals, and Bridges, and Splrining Jennies, 

were provided at the public expence, and the Par­
liamentary patrons o f thefe great national objeits, 

entruiled with full difcretionary powers over the 
money granted to complete them. From this 
fyitem o f local improvement, a double advan­
tage arofe to the Iriih ariitocracy, it kept their fol­
lowers fteady in the ranks, and reducing the 
Crow n to the neceffity o f calling for fupplies, 
made the political fervices o f the leaders neceflary 
for the fupport o f  the K ing’s Government ; but 
the precedent was fatal, and a fyitem has gradu­
ally been built upon it, which would bear down 
the m oil powerful nation o f the earth. T he go­
vernment o f England at length opened their eyes 
to the defect and dangers o f  it ; they fhook the 
power o f  the ariitocracy, but wrere unable to 
break it down, and fubflituted a much more ferious 
evil, by giving birth to a race o f political adventur­
ers, poflefled o f  an inexhauftible itock o f noife and 

indecorum, always at the difpofal o f the beft and
hiçfheito
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highefl: bidder. Still, however, political ferment 
led to no ferious conflict till the period o f the 
American war, when we thought fit to avail our- 
felves o f  the hour o f common danger and calamity, 
to prefs the claims o f Ireland in terms o f marked 
hoilility to the Britiih nation. T h e  imbecility 
o f  L ord  Buckingham ihire’s government had ar­
rayed the volunteer army, and the addrefs to his 
M ajefty, voted in 1779 , by the Com m ons, de­
manding a free trade as the right o f  Ireland, ŵ as 
followed inftantly by a refolution o f  thanks to 
that army for their array. O n the old Irifh vo­
lunteers I defire to be underitood not to convey 
any thing like a cenfure. T heir conduct wall re­

main a problem in hiilory ; for without the fhadow 

o f  military controul, to their immortal honour it is 
know n, that from  their firil levy, till they dif- 
banded themfelves, no act o f  violence or out­
rage was charged againft them ; and they certainly 
did on every occafion where their fervices were 
required, exert themfelveg with effeft to maintain 
the internal peace o f  the country. T h e  gentlemen, 

o f  Ireland were all in their ranks, and maintained 
a decided influence upon them. B ut I ihall never 
ceafe to think that the appeals made to that army 
by the angry politicians o f  that day, were danger­

ous and ill-judged in the extreme ; and that they 
çftablifhed a precedent for rebellion, w hich has 

fince been followed up with fu ll fuccefs.

T h e
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T h e conceffion o f a free trade was fucceeded 

by the demand o f a free conftitution ; and the 
Engliih colony was taught in an evil hour, to fepa- 

rate itfelf from the Engliih nation. Inflammatory 

appeals to the volunteer army, which was held 
up as the armed majeity o f  the people, were made 
from  day to day from the decifions o f Parliament ; 

and the public prints teemed with refolutions and 
addreffes, o f  menacing violence in the name o f  

different armed bodies, flaring their determination 
to affert the freedom and independence o f  Ireland 
to the lafl drop o f their blood. T he D uke o f 

Portland took upon him the government o f Ireland 
in the midft o f this outcry, very naturally under 

an impreflion, that the country wras ripe for rebel­
lion ; in which however, I have no doubt, he was 

deceived. I can affert with perfeil confidence, 
that no Gentleman o f Ireland would at that day 
have drawn his fword againil Great Britain, and 
it certainly was the duty o f  the K ing’s fervants, in 

whom his representative repofed a confidence, 
fully to have explained this to him. * ^

It is the faihion now to affert, that w h at paffed at 
that period was acknowledged in both countries 
to be a final adjuilment of all political claims 
and controverfies between them, and a full 
iecurity for their conftitutional connexion. If it 
be a final adjufhnent o f  political controverfy, and,a 
full fecurity for their connexion, it was achieved 
with a rapidity unexampled, and by means the moil

extraordinary



extraordinary which have ever attended-an ad- 
juftment o f  any kind between two independent 
countries. T h e hiftory o f  this adjuftment lately 
given in the name o f the gentleman who is ftyled 
the Father o f  it, is—

“  That it emanated from the armed conven- 

“  tion affembled at Dungannon, was approved 

“  at county meetings o f  the people armed and 

“  unarmed, and was fanftioned and regiftered 

“  by the Iriili Parliam ent.”

I f  this hiftory o f  our boafted conftitution be 
well founded, I have no fcruple to declare, that 
we cannot too foon get rid o f  it ; we may very 

probably, i f  this be true, have a new armed con­
vention, affembled at W exford  or at Naas, and a 

new conftitutional emanation from it, o f  a govern­
ment compofed o f  a dire&ory and two councils, or 
o f a confulate and tribunate and confervative fe- 
nate ; which I doubt not fome future H oufe o f  

Commons may fanclion and regiiter in either form. 
B u t what is the true hiftory o f  this final adjuft­
ment ?— T h e D u ke o f Portland- arrived at the feat 
o f  his governm ent in the evening o f  the 14th 
o f  A p ril 178 2 , during à recefs o f  Parliament. 
O n  the 16th Parliament met, and a meflage 

was fent down to both Houfes, in the K in g ’s

name,



name, to know the grounds o f difcontent and 
jealoufy which then prevailed in Ireland, and re­
commending to Parliament to take them into con- 

f,deration. In anfwer to this meflfage, an addrefs 

was moved in the Commons, by a very refpectable 
country gentleman, fuch as became a fober and 
rational man,— “  T h at in obedience to his Ma- 
jefty ’ s m oil gracious recommendation, the Com- 
mons would without delay take into their confi- 
deration the difcontents and jealoufies which have 

arifen in this kingdom , the caufes whereof they 
would inveftigate with all convenient difpatch, 

and humbly fubmit to his Majefty’ s royal juf- 
tice and wifdom.”  But the ardour o f a popular 

ilatefman could not brook the difgrace o f reflec­
tion, and an amendment to the addrefs was moved 
and voted by the Commons in the fpace o f  
one half hour, containing the whole o f  this final 

adjuftrtient on the part o f Ireland. N o man 
o f  common fenfe will believe that the King s 
ininifters in Great Britain or Ireland, could 
have been fuch dupes and drivellers as to reft 
the future connexion o f the two countries upon 
fuch a proceeding. But this no longer remains a 
queftion o f inference or opinion ; the official cor- 
refpondence o f the D uke o f Portland, laid be­
fore the Britiih Houfe o f  Commons in the lail 
feffion o f Parliament, clears up the point moil 
completely. Our addrefs was voted on the i6rh
o f April— and on the 6th o f May following the

D uke



Duke o f  Portland .writes to Lord Shelburne* 
cc recommending to the Britifh cabinet conceffion 
“  o f  all the points dem anded by the Iiiíli addref- 
“  fes,”  but “  ftating his perfeft confidence in the 
“  readinefs o f  the Irifh Parliament to co-operate in 
<c the moft effe&ual meafures either with the K in g ’s 
“  confidential fervants, or by commilfioners to be 
“  appointed, or through the medium o f  the C h ie f 
“  G overnor ; to fettle the precife limits o f  the 
“  independence w hich  is required, the confidera- 
“  tion w hich fhould be given for the protection 
“  expefted , and the proportion w hich it w ould be 

“  proper for them to contribute tow ards the gene- 

“  ral fupport o f  the em pire ; in puifuance o f  the 
fc declaration contained in the concluding para- 

cc graph o f  their own addrefs ; the regulation o f  

“  the trade wTould m ake a very neceffary article 

“  o f  the treaty.”  T h is  communication w as m ade 

b y  the Duke o f  Portland before the claim s o f  Ire­

land were brought intodifcuffion in the B ritifh  Par­

liam ent, and plainly on the faith o f  this reprefen- 

tation made to the B ritifh  cabinet, o f  the readi­
nefs on the part o f  Ireland to fettle every  queition 

o f  im perial p o licy  or regulation w hich m ight 

thereafter arife, the fubjeft o f  our claim s w ere 

, brought on in the B ritifli Parliament, and on the 

1.7th o f  M ay, refolutions o f  both Houfes w ere 
agreed to, firft, “  T h a t the a ft o f  6 G eorge  I. 

for the better fecuring the dependency o f  the king­

dom o f  Ireland upon the C row n o f  G reat Britain

F  <c ought
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ought to be repealed.”  A nd fecondly, “  T hat it 

is indifpenfable to the intereftand happinefs o f  the 
kingdom s o f  G reat Britain and Ireland, that the 

connexion between them fhould beeflablifhed by 

mutual confenton a folid and permanent bafis ; and 

f o r  this purpofe, both Houfes addrefs his M ajefty 

to defire that he w ill be gracioufly pleafed to take 
fuch meafures as his M ajefty ihould in his royal 

w ifdom  think m oil conducive to the eftablifhing 

b y  mutual confent, the connexion between this 
kingdom  and the kingdom  o f  Ireland, upon a folid 
and permanent baiis.”

T h e  only a£t to be done on the part<of the Bri- 
tiih  Parliament in compliance with our addrefs, 
w as the repeal o f  the Statute o f  6 G eorge I. 
every other article o f  Iriih grievance arofe from 

Irifh Statutes, and therefore i f  the tw o Houfes o f  
the B ritifh  Parliament could have fuppofed that 
the repeal o f  thefe Statutes alone w ere toconftitute 
a final adjuftment, or eftablifh any thing in the 

fhape o f  fecurity for the connexion betw een the 

tw o  kingdoms, they w ould have flopped at their 

refolutions for a repeal o f  the aót o f  G eorge ; but 

in conform ity w ith the reprefentations o f  the D uke 

o f  Portland, they go on and addrefs his M ajefty. 

For what ?— T o  take fuch meafures as to his royal 
w ifdom  fhall feem meet, and may be m oil con­

ducive to eftablifh by mutual confent the connexi­

on between the twro kingdoms upon a folid and 
permanent bafis. T h at is, “  that the king w ould

be



be pleafed either by communications made to 

his confidential fervants, or through the medium 

o f  the ch ief governor of-Ireland, or by c o m m it 

fioners, fet on foot a treaty between his kingdoms 

o f  G reat Britain and Ireland, to lettle the precifc 
limits o f  the independence required, the ccnfidera- 
tion to be given for the protection expe& ed, 
and the proportion which it would be proper for 

Ireland to contribute towards the general fupport o f  

the empire : in purfuance o f  the declaration con­
tained in the concluding paragraph o f  their own 

addrefs.”— A  treaty wThich the Duke o f  Portland 

ftated as eifential to a final adjuftment, and in it- 

fe lf  fo evidently necelfary to eftablifh peace and 
connexion between the tw o  countries, that he had 

perfeót confidence in the readinefs o f  the Iriih  

parliament to enter upon and conclude it on fair 
and honourable terms ; a treaty held out to the 
B ritiih  cabinet, as an inducement for conceflion 
o f  all the points demanded by the Iriih  addreffes : 
A n d  it is clear and plain that fome members o f  the 

Britiih cabinet did, without delay, apply theru- 
felves to draw  out a plan o f  fuch a treaty. For 

in the fame correfpondence, w e find a letter w rit­

ten on the 20th o f  M ay 1782, by the Duke o f

Portland to M r. ------- ----- , in anfwer to a dif-

patch received from him — '“  I ihould be very  glad 
cc to hear that Lord Charlemont w as inclined to, 

a accede to any part, or even to the idea o f  fuch a 
“  plan as you have communicated tom e ; I ihould

“  think
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tc think it a material ftep to that fituation in which 

“  it is the clear intereft o f  both kingdoms to be 
“  placed, being convinced that what is m oil like 

“  union is the moft probable bond o f con- 

nexion to reftore and perpetuate the harmony 

“  and profpei ity o f  the tw o countries.”  Another 

m em ber o f  the cabinet, whofe title to the repu­

tation o f  genuine Englifh whiggifm  noman w ill de­

ny, the late Marquis o f  Rockingham , writes at the 

fame time to the fame eSeét. His letter is 
dated the 25th of M ay— *  T h e  effential points 

tc on the part o f  Ireland n ow  acceded to, 

“  w ill, 1 truft, eftablifh a perfeét cordiality be- 
tween the tw o  countries, and as there cannot 

“  now  exift any ground o f  conteft or jealoufy 
“  betw een them on matters o f  right, the only 

“  objeélleft for both w ill be how  finally to arrange, 

“  fettle, and adjuit all matters, w hereby the 

“  union o f  power, ftrength, and mutual and 

“  reciprocal advantage w ill be belt permanently 

“  fixed.— I obferve in Lord Shelburne’s letter to 

“  your G race o f  the iSth o f  M ay, he ftates more 
“  reludtance to the idea o f  commiflioners than I 
“  fhould judge to be the general opinion o f  his 

M ajefty’s fervants ; the meafure may be doubt- 

“ fu l; but i f  approved by the leading gentlemen 

o f  Ireland, might be productive o f  much good.”

Here
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Here then is damning proof o f  the falfe- 
hood and fo lly  o f  the aflertion, that the tranl- 
adtions which paffed in 1782, were confidered as 

final betw'een G reat Britain and Ireland.— It is 

plain that they were looked upon by all parties as 

leading only to a future treaty for confolidating 
the ftrength, and eftablifhing the connexion o f  

both countries on a broad and permanent bans; 
and no honeft and fcniible Irifhman could hav« 
looked .to the conceffions then made by G reat 

Britain, in any other point o f  view , than the 

advantage w hich Ireland derived from tbein in 
enabling her to treat on equal terms ;— and it was 

not until the Duke o f  Portland had every rcafou 
to believe that fuch treaty was in a fair train o f  

fettlement, that he announced the proceedings o f  

the B ritiih  parliament in a fpeech from the throne. 

T h is was done on the 27th o f  M ay— and on 

the 6th o f  June, the Duke o f  Portland writes 

to Lord Shelburne:— cc I have the beft reafon to 

“  hope that I ihall foon be enabled to tranfmit to 

“  you the iketch or outlines o f an aft o f  parlia- 

“  ment to be adopted b y  the leg ifla turcs o f  the 

“  refpeótive kingdoms, by w hich the fuperintend- 
“  ing power and fupremacy o f  G reat Britain in 

“  all matters o f  ftate and general commerce, w ill 

“  be virtually and effe&ually acknowledged; that 

cc a fiiare o f  the expence in carrying 011 a de- 
44 fenfive or offenfive W'ar, either in fupport o f  

“  our ow n dominions, or thofe o f  our allies, ihall

“  be
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“  be borne b y  Ireland in proportion to the atfual 
“  ilate o f  her abilities, and that ihe w ill adopt 

“  every  fuch regulation as m ay be judged necef- 
“  fary by G reat Britain for the better ordering 

“  and fecuring her trade and commerce with fo- 
,e reign nations, or her ow n colonies and depen- 

“  dencies, confideration being duly had to the 

“  circum flances o f  Ireland.— I am flattered wih 

“  the moft pofitive affurances from — < —  — -

“  and —  o f  their fupport in carrying fuch a bill 

through both houfes o f  parliament, and I think it 

“  moft advifeable to bring it to perfeftion at the 

“  prefent moment.” — A n d I happen to know from 

an unofficial quarter, that the iketch o f  fuch an 

a ft o f  parliament was then drawn— I know the 
gentleman w ho framed it, and I know from the 

fame quarter, that blank and blank, and blank 

and blank did unequivocally fignify their appro­
bation o f  it,

It may well be iuppofed that this communi-. 

cation was received w ith the fatisfaéíion which it 

demanded bv the Britifh cabinet. O n the 9th o f  

June, Lord Shelburne writes to the Duke o f Port­

land in anfwer to his laft difpatch:— “  T h e con- 

“  tents o f  your G race’s letter o f  the 6th inft. are 
“  too important to heiitate about detaining the mef- 
“  fenger, whilft I aifure your G race o f  the fatis- 
“  faction wiiich I know your letter w ill give the

“  K in g —



“  K in g — I have lived  in the mod anxious e x ­
p e c ta t io n  o f  fome fuch meafure offering itfc lf: 
“ nothing prevented my prefling it in this dif- 
“  patch, except having repeatedly ftated thejuft 

“ expectations o f  this country, I was apprehen- 
<c five o f  givin g that the air o f  demand, w hich 
“  would be better left to a voluntary fpirit o f  

“ jultice and forefight. N o  matter w ho has the
m erit, let the tw o kingdoms be one, w hich 

cc can only be by Ireland now  acknowledging, 
“  the fuperintending power and fupremacy to be 
“  where nature has placed it, in precife and un- 

cc ambiguous terms. I am fure I need not incul- 
“  cate to your G race, the importance o f  words 

“  in an a d  which mud decide on the happinefs 
“  o f  ages, particularly in w hat regards contri- 

“  bution and trade, fubjedts moil likely  to come 

“  into frequent queftion.”

T h is bright profpeét o f  peace and happinefs 

wras, how ever, very foon clouded ; for on the 22nd 

o f  June, the Duke o f  Portland writes to Lord 

Shelburne :— “  T h e difappointment and mortifi- 
“  cation I fuffer b y  the unexpected change iu 
cc thofe difpoiitions w hich had authorized me to 

“ entertain the hopes, I had perhaps toofangui- 
“  nary expreffed in my letter o f  the 6th, muft 

“  not prevent me from acquainting you, that for 

“  the prefent thefe expectations muft be given 
“  up— I truft and am inclined to flatter m yfelf

*  they
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“  they are only fufpended, and that they w ill be 
“  revived  w hen the temper o f this country has 

“  recovered its tone, and acquired that degree 

“  o f  compofure, w hich muft g iv e  it the firmnefs 

“  neceffary for efledluating fo w ife and falut.iry 

“  a meafure. B y  the accounts o f  the events o f
thefe three or four days, and by the timidity 

“  and jealoufy o f  the firil people in this country, 

“  it is clear that any injudicious or offenfive mea- 

“  lure may be prevented, but that any attempt to 

“  conciliate the minds o f  this nation to any fuch 

“  meafure as I intim ated the hope of, w ould at 

“  this moment be delufive and im poflible.”

T o  us w ho w ere eye-witnefles o f  the tranfactions 

o f  that day, this fudden change o f  difpoiition is 

perfectly intelligible. M r. í lo o d  had ftarted his 

political curioiity o f  fimple repeal, in the inter­

v a l between the time o f  promifed iupport o f  a 

treaty for final im perial adjuilment, and this 

fuddeu change o f  diipofition o f  which the Duke o f  
Portland had fo much reafon to complain, he had 

contrived to turn the tide o f  popular clamour 

againit his political rivals, and they were alarmed 

left in the difcuffion o f  the treaty, he might play 

the game againft them, w hich they played in‘ 1785 

againft the Irifh nation ; by miftating and m ifie- 
prefenting it, as a furrender o f  Irifh dignity and 
independence, and an iufidious reclamation by the 

Britiih cabinet o f  the legiflative authority o f  the
Britiih



Britiíh  Parliam ent; and thus Were the peace and 
happinefs o f  ages, the clear intcreits o f  G reat 
B ritain  and Ireland* and their laiting connexion, 

iacrificed to the tim idity and jealoulÿ o f  the pa­
triot ftatefmen o f  1782* or rather to their corrupt 
love o f  a flim fy and precarious popularity. L et 

them have grace now  to hide their heads, and not 
to talk o f  final adjuftment.

But before I difmifs this adjuftment o f  1782* 
I  fhall take leave to advert to the defcription 

given by the gentleman w ho is called  the father 

o f  it, o f  the fponfors o f  its finality ; it is con­

tained in his va led id o ry  addrefs to his conftitu- 

ents o f  the m etropolis at the expiration o f  the 

lafl Parliament; “  T h e  greater part o f  the Iriih 

cc Boroughs were creations b y  the Houfe o f  Stew ­

art, for the avow ed purpofe o f  m odelling and 
“  fubverting the Parliamentary conftitution o t  

Ireland : thefe are underftated wThen they are 
tc called abufes in the conftitution 5 they w ere 
“  grofs and monftrous violations, recent and 

w icked  innovations, and fatal ufurpations ill 
cc the conftitution, by K ings w’hofe fam ily loft 
“  their kingdom for crim es lefs deadly to freedom, 
“  and wTho in their Star chamber tytanny, in their 
“  court o f  high commiflion, in ^heir Ship money, 
<c or in their difpenfing pow er, did not commit ail 

“  aft fo diabolical in intention, fo mortal in prin- 

“  ciple, or fo radically fubverfive o f  the funda-

G “  mental
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» mental rights o f  the realm, as the fabrication 
“  o f  Boroughs ; w hich is the fabrication o f  a 

“  court Parliament, and the exclufion o f  a con- 

flitutional commons, and w hich is a iubverfion 

“  not o f  the fundamental laws but o f  the confiitu- 
tional la w -g iv e r; you banifli that family for 

“  other afts, but you retain that a d  by which 

“  you have banilhed the commons. T h e  birth 

o f  the Borough inundation was the deftruûion 
“  o f  liberty and property. James the I. who 

“  made that inundation, b y  that means deftroyed 

the titles o f  his Iriíh  fubje&s to their lands ; the 

robbery o f  his liberty was follow ed by the 
« robbery o f  his property. T h is K in g  had an 

infiniment more iubtiie and more pliable than 

the fvvord, and againft the liberty o f  the fub- 
“  j e d  more cold and deadly, a court inftrument, 

,c that palls itfe lf in the covering o f  the confiituti- 

on, and in her own colours and in her name, 

plants the dagger,— a Borough Parliament. T h is 

faoric o f  Boroughs like a regal pandemonium, 

confiitutes a regal Houfe o f  Com m ons.”  It is 

not a little Angular that this Gentleman has ac­
cepted a gift o f  fifty thoufand pounds from this 

lame regal pandemonium ; and it is to be hoped 
that if his benefa&ors have merited one tenth o f  

his m aledictions, he w ill  have the juftice to bring 
back the gift, principal and intereft, into the E x ­

chequer. I am almoft afhamed to d w ell upon 

this topic o f  final adjuftment, and lhall refer the

H ouie
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Houfe only to the comment o f  one other o f  the 

parties to it. M r. F o x , a leading member o f  the 

Britifh cabinet in 1782, on the 22nd o f  June 
1785, in one o f  his fpeeches againft the com m er­
cial propofitions, he declares, that no commer­
cial regulation had been intended by the admini- 

ilration o f  1782, in propofing the fécond resolu­

tion on the Irifh addrefs ; “  there w ere, he faid, 
“  at that time certainly fome regulations wanting 
cc between the t w o  countries, w hich w ere to extend

“  to political obie&s alone, and not to com m ercial, 
ic they went to eftablifh what was much wanted, 

“  fomething to replace that pow er, which in their 

<c ftruggles for independence, the Irifh had im- 
*c prudently infifted on having abolifhed, and 
“  w hich  he had given up, in compliance w ith 

“  the ftrong current o f  prejudice o f  that nation, 

“  tho’ w ith  a relu&ance w hich  nothing but irre- 
cc fiftible neceifity could have overcom e ; the 
c< pow er w hich  he w ifh e d to  have feen replaced, 

cc was that w hich  had fo often been o f  late under 

“  difcuflion in the Parliament, and w hich  had 

“  been variouily term ed, fom etim es called com- 

“  m ercial, at other times extern?!, and frequent- 
tc ly imperial legiflation. T h at pow er being pre- 

“  cip itately abolifhed, fome fuccedaneum fh o u ld  

#c be found for it, for without one general fuperin- 

“  tending authority, to em brace and comprehend 

the whole iyftem o f  the navigation o f  the empire,
“  it



it muil neceffarily happen that much confufion 

“  and great inconvenience w ill take place.”

But le t me adm it, in contradiaion to thefe 

dam ning proofs, that this was confidered by both 

countries as a final adjuilment. I f  pra&ice and 

experience have proved that it has fou ed the feeds 

of ceafelefs contention and periodical rebellion, is 

there a principle o f  found policy or common fenfe 
to preclude a revifion o f  it ?

"W aving f o r a  moment the dignity and inde­

pendence o f  imperial Ireland, let us fee how  her 
governm ent in its prefent flate o f  connexion w ith 

G reat Britain mud be adminiftered. W e  admit 

the dependence o f  the Crow n o f  Ireland upon the 

C row n  o f  G reat Britain, but there is a diftinét 

Parliam ent in each country, exercifing all Iegifla- 
tive  functions without reftri&ion ; the unity and 

dependence o f  our executive is unqueftioned, 
but all L egiilative  authority in either country 
is denied to the other, not only in muni- 

cipal regulations, but in every  branch o f  impe­

rial policy, whether o f  trade and navigation, 

o f  peace and war, o f  revenue, or o f  the execu­

tive  governm ent, when it may happen to be com ­

m uted to a Regency. Betw een tw o countries 
equal in power, fuch a connexion could not fub- 
iiit lor one hour, and therefore, its exigence muil 

depend upou the admitted inferiority and maiked

fubordination
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ïubordination o f  one o f  them. Ireland is that 
inferior country, and call her conftitution inde­

pendent or dignified, or by any other high found­
ing title in the Irifh Vocabulary, her’s mu ft be 
a provincial government, and o f  the worft dc- 
fcription; a government maintained, not by the 
avo w ed  exercife o f  legitim ate authority, but by 
a permanent and commanding influence o f  the 
Engliih executive in the councils o f  Ireland, as 
a neceifary fubftitute for it. In the prefent fiate 
o f  connexion between G reat Britain and Ireland 

there can be no other bond o f  their U nion. I f  
there be not an im plicit concurrence by Ireland, 

in  every imperial a£t o f  the C row n, w hich has 

the fanflion o f  the B ritiih  Parliament, and in 
every  article o f  Britiih Lcgiflation upon imperi­
al fubjeóts, there is an end o f  your connexion 

*\vith the Britiih nation ; and I repeat, that the on­

ly  fecuricy w hich  can b y  pofllbility exilt for this 

national concurrence, is a permanent and com­
manding influence o f  the Engliih execu tive  or 
rather o f  the Engliih cabinet, in the councils o f  

Ireland. Such a connexiou is form ed, not for 
mutual ftrertgth and feeurity, but for mutual de­
b ility ,— it is a connexion o f  d iitinfl minds and 

diftinót interefts, generating national difcontent 
and jealou fy, and perpetuating fa6lk>n and mif- 
goverum ent in the inferior country. T h e  firft 

obvious difadvantage to Ireland is, that in every 

department o f  the ftatc, every  other confidera-

ation
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tion muft y ie ld  to Parliamentary p o w er; le t'th e  

m ifcondud o f  any public officer be what it m ay, 
i f  he is fupported by a powerful Parliamentary in- 

tereft he is too fir on g for the K ing’s reprefentative. 

A  m ajority in the parliament o f  G reat Britain, 

w ill defeat the minifter o f  the dav ; but a ma-✓ y ■

jo rity  in the parliament o f  Ireland againft the 

kin g’s governm ent, goes d ire d ly  to feparate this 

kingdom from the B ritiih  crow n ; i f  it continues, 

feperation or w ar is the inevitable iflue—and there­

fore it is, that the general executive o f  the em­

pire, fo far as is effential to retain Ireland as a 

m em ber o f  it, is com pletely at the m ercy o f  the 

Iriih  parliament : and it is vain  to e x p e d , fo long 
as man continues to be a creature o f  paffion and 
intereft, that he w ill not avail him felf o f  the cri­
tical and difficult fituation, in w hich the executive 

governm ent o f  this kingdom  muft ever remain, 

under its prefent conftitution, to demand the fa­
vours o f  the C row n, not as the rew ard o f  loyalty 

and fervice, but as the ftipulated price, to be paid 

in advance, for the dilcharge o f  a public duty.—  

Every unprincipled and noify adventurer w ho can 

atcheive the means o f  putting him felf forw ard, 

com m ences his political career on an avow ed 

[peculation o f  profit and lofs, and i f  he 

fails to negociate his political jo b , w ill en­
deavour to extort it by fad ion  and fedition, 

znd w ith unblufhing effrontery, to fallen his 
own corruption on the K in g ’s M inifters.— En- 
glifh influence is the inexhauftible theme for

popular



popular irritation and diftruft o f  every facti­

ous and difcontented man who fails in the ftruggle 

to make h im felf the neceifary inftrument o f  

it.— A m  I then juftified, in ilatii g that our pre- 

fent connexion with G reat Britain, i-s in its 

nature formed for mutual d e b ility ; that it mull 

continue to generate national difcontent and jea- 
loufy, and perpetuate fa&ion and mifgovernment 

in Ireland ? I w ill now  Hate with equal confidence 

that our prefent connexion is formed for periodical 

Irifh  rebellions, fo often as G reat Eritam is en­
gaged in a foreign war.

It is a faót o f  public notoriety that on the ac­

know ledgm ent o f  Irifh  independence in 1782, 
the firft ftep taken by fome gentlemen o f  this 

country, w ho have been in the habit o f  confider- 

ing the Iriih nation as their political inheritance, 

was to make it a muniment o f  their title, by form­

ing a political confederacy offenfive and defen five 

in both countries. T h e  bails o f  this alliance was, 

mutual engagement to play the independence o f  

Ireland againft their political antagonifts when­
ever they happened to occupy the feat o f  pow er; 

and i f  I am to judge by the conduct o f  the par­
ties principally concerned up to this hour, to fo­

ment tuibulence and fa iiion  in Ireland even  

to open rebellion, i f  it fhould be found necei­

fary to the rem oval o f  an obnoxious Britifh ad- 

m iniiliation.— In profecution o f  this very  laud­

able
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able fyftem, it became an effential ob jeft o f  tf.d 

confederacy to guard againft any feulement be  ̂

tween Great Britain and Ireland, which m ight 

cut o ff  the moft obvious fourres o f  mutual jea  ̂

Ioufy and difcontent, and the addrefs with which 

this was effeéled in 1785, w ill remain a memorable 

exam ple o f  the virtues and talents o f  gentlemen, 

w ho had the merit o f  baffling the commercial 

treaty o f  that day. T h e  principal articles o f  it 

had been firft propofed in the Irifh parliament, 

and fent over to G reat Britain for the concurrence 

o f  the parliament o f  that country. T h e  £riti/h 

merchants and manufacturers inftantly took the 
alarm. T h e y  crow ded to the bar o f  the Britiih 

Houfe o f  Commons with petitions againft the 

I ii lh  propofitions, as calculated to transfer the 

wealth and induftry and population o f  Great BrU 

tain to this country. Farliament how ever had 

wifdom  and firm nefs to withftand this ground- 

Icfs clamour, and the propofitions fent from Ire­

land, were in Jubilance agreed to. One article o f  

the treaty was, that the precarious grant to Ire­

land in 1779, o f  a right to trade w ith the Bri- 

>fh colonies and plantations ihould be confirmed 

and made perpetual. A n d in the courfe o f  debate 

'11 was objected, and w ith great reafon, that 

Ireland being an independent kingdom, there 

was no fecurity for her adopting the regulations 

made by Great Britain, o f  her trade and navi­

gation



ration w ith thefe fame colonics and plantations.

T o  obviate .h i .  o b jea io n  an a n k le  
b y  G reat Britain for our adoption, P 
that fo long as Ireland continued to trad ^  

the B ritiih  colonies and plantations, _

Id opt the regulations o f  trade and “ v >|“  
im pofed b y  the Britifli parliam ent on b  
fu b iefls in carrying on the fame trade, ai 
that w henever Ireland did not chuie io to d o  

for fo much the tieaty ihould  be at an end 
_inftaritly the m embers in the Britiih par­
liam ent w ho had theretofore oppofed the treaty as 

being exclu fively  beneficial to this country, ihift- 

ed °their grou n d , they becam e the loudelt 
cham pions o f  Irifli independence, and refilled 

this article, o f  w hich they w ere in efleft the au­
thors, as an infringement o f  our recently ac­

quired free conftitution, and an infidious attempt 

to reclaim  the legiflative fupremacy o f .  G reat

Britain.

i  have been inform ed from authority w hich I 

cannot doubt, that this curiofity was ft ruck out by 
a gentleman o f  diftinguiihed ability, a native o f  

this country, w ho has long been a member o f  the 

Br-itifh H oufe o f  Com m ons ; and that when he 

firft ftated it to  the party w ith  w hom  he a d e d , 
they re p ro b a te d  the deception as too grofs even for 

Iriih  dupery. H e to ld  them, “  I know  my coun­
trymen, and be affured they w ill fw allow the bait.”

} H The
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T h e even, has f i l ly  elUbll(he<J

and intimate knowledge of his Colm, r y L “

the Irifh gudgeon did fwallow ille bait ,

and palpable as it was— Perifl, the Em pire-live 
the Conftitution ! was the theme of Irift di, nit!
of that day; a fpecies of firvivorihip not a lL . 7

fag" Z T e  ‘ °  "  ° f  Plai”  Und" ^ d -
y  b“  “ e JarS™ was received with general 

and enthnfiaflte acclamation, as a fnblime effi,
lion of Iriih eloquence, and unanfwerable proof
o f  B nttft  dupHeity. W ill any man be fo u u T Í

u htyrt0n, c'e,e’ 'hat ,he fo™'ard ctaraa«* in this Iriih farce were duped by their Britiih

connexions ? No. The folid in Jefts  of Créa
Britain and Ireland, and the fair foundation of

a h a r o f iT ”em C0n0eiion *'"<= ftcrificed on the 
ahar of fafiion • and in lefs than three , . e a r s  { m m

rial W  ri b°afted final ^ “Ontent, did impe- 
ial Ireland come to a breach with ,he Britiih na­

tion on the important imperial qneflion of trade

navigation. W i t h i n  the n e «  four years a n ew
imperial queihon arofe, the moil critical and im ­

portant which could have come into difcuffion • a 

queihon o f  the identity o f  the executive power • 

and here again imperial Ireland came to a breach 
with the Britiih nation, marked by virulent hofti- 

£ y .  It had pleafed G o d  to afflid  our good and 
b e lo ie d  K in g  with a malady, which induced a 

momentary difability in the perfonal exercife o f  his 
royal furéhons. T h e  Parliament o f  Great Britain,

to



to whom this great public calamity was announced 

almoft immediately after it had been vifitcd on the 

Britiih empire, proceeded w ith  becoming delibe- 

xation to provide for the exercife o f  the royal 

functions, during their fufpenfion in the perfon o f  

the Sovereign ; and whilft their deliberations de­

pended, the Parliament o f  Ireland met. I was 

then a member o f  the Houfe o f  Commons, and 
fpeak n ow  from my knowledge o f  their proceed­
ing. O n the 5th o f  February, 1789, this calam ity 
w as announced to theLords and Commons, b y  the 

Marquis o f  Buckingham, in a fpeech from the , 

throne ; and on the next day many voluminous 

documents explaining the nature and extent o f  it, 

were by his command laid on the table o f  the 
Houfe o f  Commons. It was propofed, that an 

interval o f  ten days fhould be allow ed for confide- 

ration ; and that the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf 

into a committee 011 the 16th o f  February, to take 

into coniideration the ftate o f  the nation. T h is  

propofition, how ever, was negatived by a majo­
rity nearly o f  fifty, and the committee was or­

dered to fit on the n t h .  T h e  documents on 

w hich they profeifed to ground their deliberations, 
w ere printed by order, and were delivered to the 
members w et from the prefs, as they entered the 

Houfe o f  Commons on the n t h ,  the day on 

which the committee fat. I preifed in vain for 
an adjournment even o f  one day, that fome ap­

pearance o f  decency might be kept up upon a fub-



je &  fo ferious and folemn ; and being overruled 
I  defired, that the printed documents might bi 

read b y  the clerk o f  the committee at the table 

T h is  could not be refufed, but fuch was the noifc 

and confufion that prevailed when he fet about tc 

read the evidence on which the deliberations oi 

the Eritifh parliament w ere at that moment en­

gaged, that I gave it up, and the committee pro­

ceeded to fettle this momentous queftion, withoul 

a  tittle o f  evidence before them, 011 which they 

could be fupDofed to found a parliamentary pro­

ceeding. Before their adjournment, however, 

th ey  came to tw o refolutions :— Firft, that the 

perfonal exercife o f  the royal authority was inter­

rupted for the prefent, b y  his M ajefty’s indifpofi- 

tion : A n d  fécond, that an humble addrefs ihould 

b e  prefented to his R oyal Highnefs the Prince of 

W a le s  to requeft o f  him to take upon hirnfelf -the 

government o f  this kingdom, during his Majeffy s 
indifpoiition, under the ftile and title o f  Prince 

Regent o f  Ireland. T h e  committee made their 

report the fame night ; and it was inflantly re­

ceived and agreed to. T h e  next day the addrefs 

w as voted b y  the Houfe o f  Commons, and fent 

up to the Lords for their concurrence ; and thus 

•within fix  days from the time when this moil mo­

mentous queftion was firft fubmitted to the C o m ­

mons o f  Ireland, did they difpofe o f  it, without 

a  femblance o f  decency or deliberation, and ia

diredt violation o f  the law. T h e  addrefs under-
wen);
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tvent fome flight alteration in this Houfe, and was 
brought up to the K ing’s Reprefentative on the 

iSth  o f  February by both Houfes, for tianfmjflion. 

to his R oyal Highnefs the Prince o f  W  ales. W  hen 
Lord  Buckingham informed them, “  that undci 

the impreffions which he felt o f  public duty, and 
o f  the oath o f  office he had taken, he was obliged 

to decline tranfmitting their addrefs into G reat 
Britain, not conceiving him felf warranted to lay  

before the Prince o f  W a le s  an addrefs purporting 
to invert his R oyal Highnefs with powers to take 

upon him  the government o f  this realm, before 

he fhall b y  law be enabled fo to do,”  the C om ­
mons were plea fed to take fire at this refufal, 

w hich  they treated as an infult to their dignity, 

and proceeded to affertit, b y  fc leaing four very 
w orthy gentlemen as parliamentary commiffioners 

for prefenting their addrefs, w ho on their arrival 

at the city o f  London, found they were bearers o f  

a fool’s meffage, and by voting what they called a 

cenfure on the K in g ’s Reprefentative ; but what 
Ï fhall always confider as a very  honourable 
mark o f  diftinftion for not facrificing his allegi­

ance, and violating his oath o f  office in com­
pliment to their paffion and lolly, they re- 
folved "  that in addreffing his R oyal Highnels 

the Prince o f  W ales  to take upon him the govern­

ment o f  this country, the Lords and Commons 
o f  Ireland have exercifed an undoubted right, and 

difchargcd an indifpenfable duty, to which they
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only are competent.”  A n d  further, that his E x ­

cellency ’s anfwer to both Houfes o f  Parliament is 
ill-advifed, contains an unwarranted and unconftr- 

tutional cenfureon the proceedings o f  both Houfes 

o f  Parliament, and attempts to queilion the un­

doubted rights and privileges o f  the Lords and 

Commons o f  Ireland. It fo happened, that the 

L o rd  Lieutenant’s Secretary received his difpatches 

in the Houfe o f  Com m ons, during the fenfible and 

temperate debate upon thefe refolutions ; and the 

K in g ’s convalefcence was announced in the L on ­

don G azette, under the authority o f  D o& or W a r-  

ren, w ho was not the moil fanguine o f  h isM aje ily ’s 

phyficians, as having taken place, on the n t h  o f  

February, the day on w hich the Iriih Houfe o f  

Com m ons had voted the fufpenfion o f  his royal 

íunélions ; and when I ihew ed this G azette  to the 

gentlemen w h o then compofed the Iriih govern­

ment, with a recommendation to them at leait to 

fufpend the million o f  their commiffioners, I  have 

a perfedl recolle£lion, that fome o f  them accufed 
me o f  producing a forged G azette.

L et  me appeal to every iober member o f  the 

community, whether this country can ever reco­
v e r  this lhock to her fecurity, under the prefent 

form o f  her connexion. Y o u  have here recorded 

on the Journals o f  Parliament a broad precedent 
ibr feparation. N ay, i f  the proceedings o f  the

Iriih

54



55

M i  Parliament can be fuppofed to have any thing

O va idity m them, you were for fome weeks in I  
tate o f  ailual feparation from Great Britain. I 

can affert with peifeft confidence, that for feveral 

Meeks the authority o f  the Britifh crown was not 
acknowledged in Ireland.

T h e  authors o f  this enormity afll-rt, in e x ­
tenuation o f  their conduit, that their choice fell 

upon the fame perfonage whom it was know n 

the Britifh  parlem ent, would o f  neceffity, look 
to m the ex i ft in g em ergency; but i f  Ireland has 

a c oice, the principle o f  feparation is eftabliih- 
ed, and the principle not only ftands broadly af- 

Jerted on the journal o f  Parliament, but has been 

a d c d  upon by tw o  branches o f  the legiflature.-  
Ireland has a choice o f  her R egency d u r W  

any fortuitous incapacity attached to the C ro w n  

that choice may fall hereafter, on a French or 
an Infli-Conful ; and when w e  look at the fUr

ther extravagancies o f  the Houfe o f  Commons

by no means an impoflible event, 
he iupphes for that year had been voted incom-

m ittee the ordinary period, to the 25th o f
M arch  i 79o ;  but before the report o f  the com  
m u tees o f  fupply and w ays and means, h i s Z

iff S recOVcry was announced ; the M utiny B ill 
had alio been agreed to in the com m ittee for the

ordinary term o f  one year • and w hat was the of­

fering-
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ferine o f  duty b y  the Irifli Commons to greet 
t h e i r  Sovereign on his recovery  > a ilinted bill 

o f  fupply, and a ftinted mutiny bill. So long 
as' the fe lf-created  government confidered ltfel 

c i la b l i ih e d ,  the chiefs w h o  compofed_ it were 

■willing to accept the fupplies and maintain the 
army ; but the moment they found their fovereign 
refto red  to his people, they ftinted the fupply to 

tw o  months, and ftinted the mutiny bill to the 

fam e period ; and this was done b y  the Houfe o 

Com m ons, in confequence o f  the K in g ’s reco­

v e ry  ; the refolutions o f  the committee o f  iuppiy 
w e r e  altered, as was-the mutiny b i l l ,  on the re­

port, for the avow ed purpofe o f  controuling t 
C ro w n  in the juft exercife o f  its vital preroga­

tives. L e t  the people o f  Ireland w h o are taug t 
to look w ith  abhorrence on the parliament ot 

G reat Britain, contrail this proceeding with the 

conduft o f  the Houfe o f  Commons, on the change 

w h ic h  took place in the adminiftration m 
T h e  minifters, w h o had been juft put out ofofhce, 

had a decided majority in the Houfe o f  Com ­

mons ; was any man found in the Britiih  parlia­

ment, to make a propofition to withhold or flint 

the fupplies ? no— in the warm th o f  political 
animofity the Commons o f  Great Britain felt their 

paramount duty to the Britiih nation. In Iieland 

the peace and honour o f  the kingdom were facri- 

ficed without feeling or remorfe to vindictive am­

bition and rapacity ; and to the fcandal and dif-
grace



grace o f  the Íriíh nation, the authors o f  thefe 
enormities long efcaped public and general repro­

bation ; but the influence o f  the Irifh precedent 
on our connexion w ith the Britifh Crow n, nevet 

fcan be repaired, and when looked to in the full 

extent o f  its mifchief* ought to make every  fober 
man in the community fhudder for his fafety, 

under the exifting confiitution. T h e  bond o f  
U nion, i f  it exifts, árifes from tw olriíílftatu tes—  

the A£i o f  Annexation o f  Henry V I II .  and the 
A <3 o f  Recognition o f  W illiam  and Mary— one 

an A f t  o f  the Colonial Parliament* the other an 
A6t o f  the Borough Parliament, or in the phrafe 

o f  Revolution, o f  the Regal Pandemonium. 

Is it even an improbable event, that in fome future 

convulfion o f  party, thé Houfe o f  Commons may 

be: perfuaded to think, as the City o f  Dublin has 

been tutored, that the dependence o f  our execu­

tive on the Britiih Crown is the worft condition 

o f  ilavery ?— “  T h a t in the legiilative ufurpation 

<e o f  the Britiih  parliament, the greatnefs o f  the 

“  tyrant qualified the condition o f  the ílavé* but 

<c that b y  their dependence on the Britiih Crowd* 

<c the people are proftrate to the legiilative ufur- 

cc pation o f  another body, a Britifh cabinet, 
4C a humiliated and a tame tyrant ?”  And is it an 

improbable event that, to fhake off this tyranny, 

a Bill o f  Repeal o f  the A & s o f  Annexation and 

Recognition, making a diftinfl fettlement o f  the 

Irifh Crown on the Houfe o f  Hanover, may com e

I up
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up to this Houfe in a future parliament, at­
tended b y  a ft in ted B ill Gf  Supply and a 

footed M utiny B il l?  E v e ry  argument in fa. 

vour o f  Iriih dignity and independence which 

prevailed m the appointment o f  an Iriih R egen cy 
in 1789, w ill apply with equal force to a d iltind  

fettlement o f  the Iriih Crow n, and the objedion 
o f  reparation w ill be anfwered by the Iriih feu le­

ment ot the Crow n, upon the auguft and illui- 
tiious Houfe o f  the Britiih monarch. I f  I am told 

that the good fenfe and difcretion o f  any future * 
Houfe o f  Commons, w ill afford full protedion 

again ft iuch an extravagance, I  will anfwer, the 

precedent o f  1789 has taught me to appreciate 
tne /ecurity. I make no fcruple to avow , that 

w h en  I look back to the events o f  the laft twenty 
years, I ihould feel moft happy to com m it m y 

country to the'fober difcretion o f  the Britiih  par­

liament, even though w e had not a iingle repre- 
fentative in it. L et the people o f  G reat Britain 

be taught to underftand the folid interefts o f  Ire­

land, and I have no fear that they w ill not at­
tend to them.

It might reafonably have been expe£led that 
t.' ê gentlemen w ho took upon them the office 
o f  Minifters o f  the Irifh people in 1782, and now 

affert the final adjuftment o f  conftitutional quef- 

tions at that period, would have exercifed their 
fundions with fidelity, and definitively have 
fettled the government o f  the country ; but on the

difmiffion
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difmiflion o f  fome o f  them from the K in g ’s fervice 

after his M ajefty’s recovery, a new conftitutional 

budget was produced. W h en  the confidence o f  
the Crown was withdrawn from thefe gentlemen, 
their perception wTas iharpened, and a fécond 
conftitutional projeót was brought forward, not 
compofed o f  the prefent effentials o f  Liberty, 
Reform, and Emancipation, but what the party 
called the internal reform o f  the Houfe o f  C om ­

mons, the perfeót aifimilation o f  the Iriih to the 
Engliih conftitution. T h e  means to attain this de- 

Arable end were fpecifically ftated— a limitation o f  
».he penfion lift an exclufion o f  penfioners from, 

the Houfe o f  Com m ons— a reftriftion o f  place­
men w h o  ihould fit there— -a refponfibility for the 

receipt and iffue o f  the public treafure : and the 

better to effeduate thefe great national objeóts a  

W h ig  Club was announced in a manifefto figned 

and counterfigned, charging the Britifh govern­
ment, as James I. has fince been charged, w ith  
a deliberate and fyftematic intention o f  fapping 

the libeities and fubverting the parliament o f  
Ireland.  ̂ A l l  perfons o f  congenial chara&er 

and fentiment wrere invited to range under the 

W h ig  banner, for the eftablifhment and pro­
tection o f  the Iriih conftitution on the model o f  

the Revolution o f  1688; and under this banner 
was langed fuch a motley group o f  congenial 
characters, as never before were affembled for 

reformation o f  the ftate. M r. Napper T an d y

w as
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was received by acclamation, as a ftatefman too 

important and illuftrious to be committed to the 
hazard of a ballot. Mr. Hamilton Rowan alfa 

repaired to the W h ig  banner. Unfortunately the 

political career o f  thefe gentlemen has been ar- 

refted M r. T a n d y ’s b y  an attainder o f  felony* 
and an attainder o f  treafon ; * Mr. Ham il­

ton R o w a n ’s by an attainder o f  treafon; T h e  

W h i g  Secretary, i f  he does not Hand in the fame 

predicament, is now a prifoner at the mercy o f  

the Crow n, on his own admiflion o f  his trea- 

fpns ; and if  I do not miftake, the whole fociety o f  

Ir ifh  W h ig s  have been admitted, ad eundem, by 

their W h ig  brethren o f  England. In the fury o f  

political refentment, fome noblemen and gentle 

men o f  the firft rank in this country, ftoopedto 

aifociate with the refufe o f  the community, men 
whofe principles they then held in abhorrence, 

and w hofe manners and deportment muft al­

w ays have excited their difguft.

Unfortunately for the c-aufeof difcontent, the fer 

vants o f  the crowrn in both countries outbid the 

W h ig s  o f  1789 in conceffion ; a Place B ill  and a 
Penfion B ill  w ere agreed to ; the office o f  High 
Treafurer was put into commiffion ; and the Bri- 
tiíh Parliament repealed the a&, by which Britifh 

ports w ere fhut againft the importation o f  articles 
the growth or produce o f  the Britifh plantation* 
from Ireland ; and perhaps a frefh fupply o f  griev ■ 
anccs might have been wanting to meet thefe con

ceflions*
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cefiions, i f  an im provem ent had not been made 

on the W h ig  inftitution, by an avow ed Jacobin 
fociety, w ho affiimed the title o f  United Iiiihm en; 
and to this fociety w e  are indebted for the mo­
dern effentials o f  L iberty, Parliamentary Reforni, 

and Catholic Emancipation ; topics fir ft in­
vented for rebellion, and fince warmly taken up 
by fome gentlemen w ho have contrived to iden­

tify their principles with the caufe, without e x .  

pofing their perfons to the dangers o f  treafon.

W ith  refpeft to the c ld  code o f  the Popery Law s, 

there cannot be a doubt it ought to have  been 
repealed. It ŵ as impoifible that any country 

could continue to exift under a code, b y  which a 
majority o f  its inhabitants were c u to f f  from the 

rights o f  property. But in the relaxation o f  thefe 
laws there was a fatal error. It ihould have been 

taken up fyftematically b y  the miniiters o f  the 
crown, and not left in the hands o f  every indivi­
dual w ho chofe to take poffeflion o f  it, as an engine 

o f  power or popularity. T his, how ever, w as done, 
and before the fubjed attra&ed the notice o f  the 

fervents o f  the crown, the Popery L aw s were 
unequivocally repealed fo far as they affected the 

rights o f  property ; were relaxed in every claufe 
o f  intolerance w hich affe&ed the Popiih worfhip ; 
and the profeffion o f  the law  was opened to per­

fons o f  the Popifh religion without qualification or

reitriction. In 1792, a giddy young man, now
no
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no more, was brought over here from England 

by the Catholic Committee as their avowed agent: 

w h o immediately after his arrival commenced a 

warm  canvafs o f  the members o f  both Houfes o f  

Parliament for the political interefts o f  his clients; 
and in the courfe o f  this canvafs I can itate from 

m y ow n knowledge his great argument was, an

unequivocal offer o f  the fervices o f  his clients, to
men whofe ftations naturally gave  them fome 

weight in the public councils, to eftablifh their 

political power on a bafis not to be ihaken, i f  they 

w ould put themfelves at the head o f  the Catholic 
body. A t  the fame period their ultimatum was 

flated by their general Committee, in refolutions 
dated 4th February, i 792, figned Edw ard Byrne 

and counterfigned Richard M ‘Corm ick, Secretary.
I  will ftate them as publifhed b y  authority o f  the 
Catholic Com m ittee; they are moil material to 

illuftrate fome fubfequent events.— “  Refolved, 

that the Committee has been informed, that re­

ports have been circulated, that the application o f  
the Catholics for relief, extends to total and un- 

limited emancipation.” — “  T h at therefore, w e  
think it neceffary to declare, that the whole o f  our 

late application, whether to his Majefty’s Mini- 
flers or to men in power, or to private members 

o f  the legiflature, neither did, nor does contain 

any thing more, either in fubftance or in principle, 
than the four following objeóís* ;

Firft,
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Firft. Admiflion to the profeffion and praflice 
o f  the làw.

Second. Capacity to ferve on county m agis­
tracies.

Third . A  right to be fummoned and to ferve 
on grand and petit juries.

Fourth. T h e  right o f  voting in counties only 
for proteftant members o f  parliament, in fuch a 

manner however, as that a Roman Catholic free­
holder fhould not vote unlefs he either rents or 
cultivates a farm o f  twTenty pounds per annum, in 

addition to his forty ihillings freehold, or elfe 

ihall be in poffefiion o f  a freehold o f  twenty pounds 
a year.

In the fefiion o f  that year tw o petitions were 

preferred to the Houfe o f  Commons by the Catho­
lic Committee, ftating thefe as their ultimate claims 
o f  relief. T h e  firft was couched in terms o f  fo 

much violence and indecorum, that the gentle­
man w ho prefented it, aiked as a perfonal favour 

to himfelf, that he might be allowred to withdraw 

it. T h e  fécond petition ŵ as drawn in terms o f  

decency and refpeft ; but the great parliamentary 

declaimers had not then feen the new light o f  

emancipation, and the pétition was reje& ed b y

the
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theCommons. O n  a divifion the numbers were tw o 

hundred andtwety-eight to twenty-five. Ih aveb e en  

w ell informed, that a propofition had been made 

at that time by M r. Hamilton Rowan to the W h ig  
Infiitution, to adopt the caufe o f  emancipation, and 

when he was informed it could not be, he declared 

he w ould  prefent his W h ig  uniform to the waiter 
w h o  flood behind him, as a peifon bell fitted for 

it. In the next year, at the opening o f  the feffion, 
a recommendation was made to both ' Houfes o f  
Parliament from the throne, in his M ajeily ’s 

name, to take into confideration the fituation o f  

his Catholic fubjeas— and a Bill was brought into 

the Houfe o f  Commons by the Lord Lieutenant’s 

Secretary, by which every privilege claimed for 

the Catholics by their committee, as containing 

in fubitance or principle their ultimate obje£ls, 

was granted to them ; the franchife o f  voting at 

eleflions was conferred without reilriition, and 

in addition, they were enabled to hold every of­

fice civil and military under the Crown, w ith  the 

exception o f  about forty, without taking the 

oaths, or fubfcribing the declaration, as required 

from every other clafs o f  the K in g ’s fubjccle.—. 

T h is  B ill paffed into a law , and from that time 
there lias not been a c iv il  difability o f  any defcrip- 

tion b y  which a Papift or Roman Catholic in this 
kingdom is eo nomine affe&ed, fave a reftriflion in 

the ufe o f  fire arms, extending only to the low eft 

older o f  their body-—a reilridlion which I fhould 
be happy to fee extended to Proteilantsof the fame

clafs ;
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clafs; and the Teft L a w s, w h ich  remain in full 
force with refpeót to PrOteftants, have been very  

confiderably relaxed in favour o f  the Catholic 

body.

In a refolution o f  the Catholics, publifhed 

b y  order o f  their general committee, the 9th o f  
D ec. 1792, ligned Edw ard Shiel, and counter- 
figned Richard M 'C o rm ick , complaint is made, 
<c That the Catholics o f  Ireland, conftituting 
“  three fourths o f  the inhabitants o f  the country, 

“  had not influence to induce any one member o f  
“  parliament to patronize their petition But 

when their claims were taken up b y  the K in g ’s 

minifters, their old perfecutors inftantly becam e 
apoftles o f  emancipation ; and in the race for 

popularity, would not be left behind on a popular 
queition. T h e  conceiiions made to the C atholic  
demands in 1793, w ere then, for the firft tim e, 

fupported by the W h ig s  o f  17.89 ; but in the 
courfe o f  debate nothing more than obfcure hints 

and oracular ambiguity was thrown out on the 

fubjeft o f  unqualified Emancipation ; and the Ca­
tholic body remained quiet and contented w ith  
the favours conferred upon them ; i f  they looked 

to farther indulgence, they were fatisfied to try the 

effefts o f  time, temper, and négociation, and 
would have continued contented and quiet, i f  

they had not been brought forward as an engine 
o f  faóiion on a change o f  the Irilh government

K  in

\



io 1795-— Lor d Fitzwilliam  I fhall never fpeak 
or think with any feeling, but o f  a warm and 

unfeigned perfonal refped, and have only to la­
ment, that he placed unbounded confidence in 

fome gentlemen, o f  whom he falfely judged by 
his o w n pure and honourable mind. It is now afcer- 

tained that he came to Ireland w ith  fall inftruc- 
tions not to encourage the agitation o f  any further 

claims on the pait o f  the Iriih Catholics ; per­

haps I might be juilified in Hating that his inftruc- 
tions were to keep it back ; but his name and au­

thority were abufed to force the Catholic body to 

com e forward, as the engine o f  political intrigue, 
and in contradiction to their recent declaration 

b y  the organ o f  their general committee in 1792, 
to demand the repeal o f  every law b y  w hich 

they w'ere excluded from eolitical power. Lord 

F itzw illiam  took 'polTeflion o f  his government 

cn the 4th o f  Jan. 1795; and it is a faét o f  public 

notoriety, that at meetings held from the 15th to 

the 23d o f  December, with Mr. Edw ard Byrne 
and others o f  their leaders, the Catholic body 
w e re —brought forward under plighted engage­

ment o f  fupport from the new  government. A n  

addrefs to Lord Fitzwilliam  in the name o f  
their body was voted, and at the front o f  the 

committee appointed to greet the K in g ’s Repre­
fentative, under the aufpices o f  his felf avowed 
minifter, ftand the names o f  Dr. W illiam  James 
M 'N ev e n , M r. John Sweetman, and Mr. R i­

chard M cCoim ick, all o f  them felf convi&ed

traitors.
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traitors. M r. M 'N ev e n  lias very  candidly ac­
knowledged that Catholic Emancipation w as al­

w ays a mere pretence, and that it lie and the 
worthy gentlemen with whom he a iled , had 

been enabled to fuccecd in their proje&s, they 
would as loon have eflaNifhed the Mahometan 

as the Popiih religion. It was originally a pre­
tence for rebellion, and is now a powerful en­

gine o f  fa&ion, wielded in both countries againit 
the peace and happinefs o f  Ireland ; an engine 
which has already fhaken your government to its 

foundation, and cannot fail to level it with the 
dufl:, i f  we are to continue in a Hate o f  feparation 

from the Britiih nation. It is the common topic 
o f  difcontent and irritation to rally the old inhabi­

tants o f  this iiland to the llandard o f  faction 
in both countries— a topic which in its nature, 

w ill remain an inexhamtible fource o f  popular 

ferment in Ireland.— Repeal your T efl Law s, and 

A£ts o f  Supremacy and Uniformity, the rich 

eftablifhments o f  the Proteftant church remain a 

prominent obje£t o f  attack to the apoitles oi 

Emancipation ; make partition o f  your church 
eftabliihments with the Popiih clergy, and they 

will have to demand a formal recognition o f  the 

law’s o f  their church ; and when every other point 

has been yielded, an apoftle o f  (edition w ill not 

be wanting in the fullnefs o f  human arrogance 

and preem ption. to propofe a repeal o f  G od's 
holy commandments, and proclaim the worihip

í>7



©F graven images in your ftreets and highways. —  

W h a t  is the Ieflon o f  peace and good-will incul­
cated b y  the fucceffors o f  the worthy gentleman 

w ho firfi invented this revolutionary weapon ? 

“  L et me advife you by no means to poftpone the 

c' confederation o f  your fortunes until after the 
“  war— ieize the opportunity o f  war for fraternal 
“  embraces, and great Emancipation— your phy- 

“  fical eonfequence exifis only in a ftate o f  repa­

ration fiom England— in a ftate of feparation 

,c you are four to one - i n  a ftate o f  union but 

‘ ■one to four— and therefore though your claims 
ihould be attended to after Union, you gain 

u nothing ; you may as well be units in the fireet 

“  as units in parliament.”  T h e  whole o f  the in­

terior mechanifm o f  Emancipation, is here fairly 
expofed to v iew  ; and I wifh every honeft mem­

ber o f  the. comrmmity, whether he be P rote fiant 

or Catholic, w h o regards the bleffings o f  focial 
order, and wiihes to tranfmit them to his poflerity, 
to v ie w  it with fober attention, and to decide for 

himfelf, whether in the hands o f  its Iriih patrons, 
it points to any other object than Jacobinifm and 

Revolution.— I wifh every honeft member o f  the 
community, Proteftant or Catholic, to de­
cide for him felf whether Ireland can e verbe at 
peace until this firebrand is extinguifhed— and 
whether a hope exifts that it can be extinguiihed 
in our prefent fiate o f  feparation from England.—

I f  the Catholics o f  Ireland are not fatisfied with the 

indulgence which they have'already experienced,

and



and are determined to prefs their demands o f  an 
unqualified repeal o f  the T e  ft Law s and A $  o f  

Supremacy, let them be difcuffed upon their folid 

merits in the Imperial Parliament, w here the 
queftion w ill not be influenced by paflion and pre­

judice, where no part o f  the conlideration w ill 

be, that the Catholics o f  Ireland may retain their 
phyfical confequence for the eftablifhment o f  a 
fyftem o f  periodical rebellion, under the manage­
ment and direction o f  W h ig s  or Tories, or United 

Irifhmen, and where it w ill  be gravely and dill 

paifionately confidered, whether a repeal o f  thefe 

law’s may be yielded with fafety to the Britifh 

monarchy, or whether b y  adopting the French 

* model, in aboliihing all religious diftinctions as 

conneâed with the ftate, we ihall lay the corner- 

flone o f  Revolution and Dem ocracy.— M y  un­

altered opinion is that fo long as Human Nature 

and the Popifh Religion continue to be w hat I 
know they are, a confcientious Popifh ecclefiaftic 
never w ill become a w ell attached fubjed to a 

Proteftant ftate, and that the Popifh clergy muft al­
w ays have a commanding influence on every 
member o f  that communion. I put it as an ab- 

ííraél ftate-maxim, without regard to the peculiar 

fituation o f  this country ; and i f  experience were 
wanting, I have it abundantly to confirm me in 
the juftice o f  it. In private life I never enquired 
into the religion o f  any man ; i f  he be honeft and 
a good Chriftian, it matters not to me that he may

fubferibe
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íubfcribe to articles o f  faith and difcipline w hich 

my reafon and underitanding reject ; but w hen I 
am to frame laws for the fafety o f  the ftate, I do 

not feel m yfelf  at liberty to act upon the virtues o f  
individuals.— L a w s  mult be framed to meet and 

counteract the vicious propenfities o f  human 

nature.

U pon the fécond project o f  Iriih Liberty, 

Parliamentary Reform, I ihall fay bo moie than 

barely to flate the plan w hich was fubmitted to 

the Houfe o f  Commons in the Seffion o f  17975 

it w ill  fpeak for itfelf, and i f  I do not much mif- 
take, was offered to that Affem bly with an af- 

furance that it met the full approbation o f  the po­
pular leaders out o f  doors.— In ftating this plan 

I cannot err, for I have an exact copy o f  the re- 

folutions as they were m oved in the Houfe o f  

Commons. rI h e y  fet out by aiferting,

I . “  T h a t it  isindifpenfably neceffary that all dif- 

,c ability on account o f  religion ihall ceaie, and foi 

“  that purpofe, and as a fundamental part o fan  ade- 
‘ c quate reprefentation in parliament, fo as to place 

“  the conftitution on a folid and permanent bafis, 

“  that Catholics fhould be admiffible into both 
“  Houfes o f  Parliament, as w ell as to all offices 

“  o f  itate as Proteftants now are, and that all le f t  
“  Law s and oaths preventing the fame ihall be 

u repealed and aboliihed for ever.

II, cc T h at it is an antient and undoubted right 

iC o f  the people o f  Ireland to be îully and faiil} 

<c reprefeuted in parliament.



I I I .CC That hi order to enable the people freely 

cc to exercile that right, it is expedient that the 
<c privilege o f  returning members to parliament

,  “  in the feveral cities, counties o f  towns, and 
tc boroughs in the kingdom, fhall' be divided into 
“  diflricls, containing no Iefs than houfes,

and that each o f  the faid difhifts ihall return 
ic tw o members to ferve in parliament, and that 
<c proper officers iliall be appointed to make fuch 
cc divifions.

S

I V . rh at each county ihall continue to return 
“  reprefentatives as at prefcnt.

■ •

V . “ T h at all perfons poiTeffing a freehold o f
“  the clear yearly value o f  forty ihillings, all 
“  perfons having leafes or terms for years to the 
“  amount o f  all perfons having a houfe o f
“  the value o f  , for years in the faid
“  cities and towns, and all freemen by birth, 

“  marriage or eledtion, ihall be entitled to vote 

“  in the feveral diílriéls in which they are regif- 
“  tered.

V I .  “  T hat no perfon holding any office o f  pro-. 

« fit or penfion under the crown, ihall be adraif- 

“  fible to ferve in parliament, except as hereafter 
“  is excepted.

V II .  “  T h at the duration o f  Parliaments Ihall 
“  not exceed years.”

Upon



U pon this plan o f  Reform, thus embracing 

the aétive citizens o f  Ireland, I fhall only ob- 
ferve, that the members o f  the Rebel Irifti D i­
rectory, Meflrs. Arthur O ’Connor, W m . James 

M 'N e v e n , and Thom as Emmett, who were e x ­
amined before the lait Secret Committee o f  this 

Houfe, d id  declare ón their oaths, the perfeft fa- 

tisfa&ion which it gave to fhem, and to the other 
leaders o f  the late Rebellion ; and certainly mod 
unreafonable traitors they muft have been i f  it did 

not fatisfy them to their heart’s content ; in truth, 

there is fcarce a ihade o f  difference between this 

plan o f  Reform and one which had been juft be­
fore promulgated under the authority o f  the R ebel 

Union. See A p p £.n d  ix .

I pafs by the rapid progrefs o f  that rebellious 
confederacy j the whole o f  their enormities has 

been am ply detailed in the Reports oi the com­

mittees o f  fecrecy or both Houfes o f  Pai lia ment, 
and are frefh in the public recollection ; but I 

ftate with perfect confidence, that the fediti- 

ons and treafonable confpiracies which have 

brought this country to the verge o f  ruin, are the 
natural offspring of the adjuftment o f  1782 • 

T h e  convulfion in 17S9, gave birth to the W big 

inftitution, the Rebel confederacy o f  the Iriih 
Union was an improvement upon it, and we n ow  

fee the reliques o f  the W h ig  inftitution in the 

maik o f  liberty, inculcating the principles, and 

adopting the means originally devifed b y  the rcbci
confederacy
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confederacy o f  the Iriih Uuion, to aboliih the re­
ligion, and fubvert the Monarchy o f  Ireland.—  

W h a t  was their conduit in the Summer 1796, 

when it was known w ith certainty, that a pow er­
ful French armament was in preparation at Breft, 

for the fupport o f  Iriih rebellion ?— W h en  the 
whole o f  the northern province was regimented 
and armed, and the remainder o f  the country, 

by the account o f  Mr. O ’Connor, the common 
and unreferved friend o f  the united W h ig  con­
federacy, was in a forward ilate o f  organization, 
at this critical period, a W h ig  report was publifh- 
ed on the condition o f  the labouring poor, and 
circulated in every part o f  the country with un­

common induilry, in which that clafs o f  men are 

informed, “  that on a comparifon o f  the price o f  

“  labour with the price o f  provifions , it was im- 

“  poifible for them to exifi ; that it was im policy 
“  in their employers to ftarve them, for that one 

“  labourer w h o was fed, would do the work o f  

“  tw o w h o  were itarved ; that the increafe in the 

“  price o f  labour was neceffary, not only from 
“  the encreafed price o f  provifions, but becaufe 
“  within fome years laft paft, the falaries o f  the 
“  fervants o f  government have been encreafed not 

*' a little, and the pay o f  the common foldiers has 

“  been encreafed ; and on the fame principle on 

“  which his Majefty has been advifed to attend to 
“ his forces, w e fhould attend to our fellow fub- 

“  je&s ; and that it was moft extraordinary that
L  “  the



the only order o f  the people whofe wages wTere 

not encreaied, w:as that order by whofe labour 

and induftiy  thcie falanes and eftablifhments 

“  were principally fed.”  T h is  ŵ as the incitement 

to loyalty and good conduct, held out by the pa- 
troçs o f  Iriih L iberty, to the phyfical force o f  the 

country, then in array for rebellion, and anxioufly 

expe&ing a formidable French armament to fécond 

their revolutionary projeóls. A t  the fame alarm­

ing crifis, thefe fame patrons o f  Iriih Liberty, 

endeavoured to baffle the exertion o f  the K in g ’s 

governm ent in the array o f  a yeomanry force, by 
tutoring the old inhabitants o f  the iiland to hang 

back, unlefs the revolutionary fyitem o f  Emanci­

pation ŵ as firil eftablifhed ; and i f  the arm o f  

G o d , had not in his unbounded mercy, been 

itretched out to fave us, Ireland muit at that tre­

mendous criiis, have fallen a facrifice tp her own 

madnefs, folly, and wickednefs.

I  w il l  now appeal to every difpaffionate man 
w ho hears me, whether I have in any thing mif- 

ftated, or exaggerated the calamitous fituation o f  

m y country, or the coalition o f  vice and folly 

which has long undermined her happinefs, and at 

this hour loudly threatens her exiitencc. It is 

grave ly  inculcated I kn ow — “  L et the Britiih 

M inifter leave us to ourfelves, and w e are very 

w ell as wre are.”  W e  are very w ell as we are—  

Gracious G o d  ! o f  wrhat materials muit the heart

o f
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o f  that man be compofed, w ho knows the flate o f  

this country, and w ill coldly tell us we are very 

w ell as w e are— w e are very well as w e are— w e 
have not 3 years o f  redemption from bankruptcy or 
intolerable taxation, nor one hour’s fecurity againft 

the renewal o f  exterminating c iv il war. W e  are 

very  w ell as w e are— look to your ftatute book—  

feffion after feflion have you been compelled to 
enaói laws o f  unexampled rigour and novelty, 

to reprefs the horrible exceffes o f  the mafs o f  your 

people ; and the fury o f  murder and pillage, and 

defolation have fo outrun all legiilative exertion, 

that you have been at length driven to the 

hard neceflity o f  breaking down the pale o f  

the municipal law, and putting your country 
under the ban o f  military governm ent; and in 

every little circle o f  dignity and independence, 
w e  hear whifpers o f  difcontent at the temperate 

difcretion with which it is adminiitered.— W e  are 

very w ell as w e  are. L ook at the old revolutionary 

government o f  the Irifh Union, and the modern 
revolutionary government o f  the Iriih. confulate, 

canvaffing the dregs o f  that rebel dem ocracy, for 
a renewal o f  popular ferment and outrage, to 
overaw e the deliberations o f  parliament.—  
W e  are very w ell as we are.— L o o k  to your c iv il 

and religious diiTenfions— look to the fury o f  p oli­

tical faâion, and the torrents o f  human blood that 

liain the face o f  your country, and o f  what ma­

terials is that man cornpofed, w h o will not liften

with



with patience and good w ill  to any proportion 

that can be made to him, for compofing the dif- 

tradlions, and healing the wounds, ahd alleviat­

in g  the miferies o f  this devoted nation ?_W e  are

v ery  w ell as w e are.^-Look to your finances, and 

I  repeat you have not redemption for three years 

from public bankruptcy, or a burthen o f  taxation 

w hich  w ill  fink every gentleman o f  property in 
the country.

Perhaps it will occafion fome furprifetohear that 

the debt o f  Ireland is now 2.^663,640!. and that 

the annual intercft and charges upon it amount to 

1>393>753l- In ffcating the debt o f  Ireland, I fpeak 
o f  the capital created, not the money paid into 

the Exchequer b y  the public creditor, i f  [ am 

com pelled to borrow’ money on ufurious terms, 

my debt is the fum which I contract to pay, not 

the fum which I may happen to h ave  received ; 
and therefore it is a grofs deception in ftating the 

public debt, to take it on any calculation but o f  

the capital for which the nation muft ftand fe- 

curity. T h e  increafe o f  debt in the laft feven years 

has been, principal - - - 23,222,250
Intereil: and charges in the fame period >

increafe 1, 253,278

Or thele twenty-three millions o f  increafe in the 
capital o f  your debt during the lait feven years, 

no leis a fum than i 8,5?o,oool. has accumulated 

in the years 179S, 1799, 1800 ; the intereft and

charges



charges in the fame three years amount to 

878,000 ; and on recurring to the flu&uations in 

your debt for the laft ten years, it w ill be feen to 

have kept e x a ft  pace with the exertions o f  the 
friends o f  Ireland in the caufe o f  dignity and in­
dependence.

77

25th o f  March, Principal Intereft and charges.

1 7 9 1 the debt was 2,442,890 142,716

1792 - 2,440,890 14*,955

1793 2,440,390 142,475

179+ - 3 . 113,790 178,495

1795 - - - '  4 ,335,990 2 5 5 ,n o

1796 - - - - 6,041,856 354,044

1797 - - - - 7,012,250 525,044

1798 - - - - 11,059,256 767,661

111OsO
n

H

- 17,466,540 1040,120

1800 - - - - 25,662,640 1,395,735

In 1793, at the beginning o f  the war, the debt 
o f  Ireland wras 2,440,390k— and fo long as we 

had none but a foreign enemy to contend with, 

oui war expences were fcarcely one million in the 

year. In 1795, the debt was 4,335,99ol., fo that 

during the firft two years o f  the war, it did not 
encreafe quite tw o millions ; but the old Iriih 
maxim o f  prefling forward political claims in

times



times o f  com m on danger and calamity, was 
again inculcated in 1795, a period peculiarly 
fitted for it, for in that year the French had made 

themfelves mailers o f  Brabant, Flanders, and 

Holland ; and the rebel government o f  United 

Irifhmen was pretty w eîleflablifhed. M r. O liver 

Bond, and M r. Neilfon fiated before the Secret 

Committee o f  this Houfe, that the military or­

ganization o f  the province o f  Ulfter wras com ­

pleted on the ftrft o f  M ay 1795, and had got in­

to  a ftate o f  forwardnefs in die other provinces 

before the end o f  that year ; it was therefore 

found neccffary to encreafe the military force o f  

the country for mere internal defence againft a 
confederacy o f  foreign and domeftic enemies ; and 

accordingly in the year ended at Lady-day, 1796, 

our war expences were double what they had 

been in either o f  the preceding years ; and 

at every fubfequent period they have progref- 

fively  encreafed w ith the growth o f  fa&ion and 

rebellion, until w e were obliged in defence o f  

cur own exiftence, to encreafe the public debt 

ia the laft year, nearly fix millions and a half, 

and in this year above eight millions. A n d  this 

expence muft neceflarily continue, not to enable 
Ireland to contribute to ofïènfive war, but to keep 
down the brutal fury o f  the mafs o f  the Irifh 

people, w ho have been goaded to madnefs by 

every w icked artifice that difappointed fadion 

càn devifc, and to protedt the country from fo­

reign
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reign invafion openly, folicited by a gar,g o f  Iiiih 

traitors, who have connected themfelves wi;h the 
rulers of the French Republic ; and i f  we are to 

continue this fcale o f  expence for the next three 
yeais, a revenue o f  two millions, four hundred 

and thirty thoufand pounds inuit be railed for 

payment o f  the interell o f  the public debt alone, 
or public bankruptcy will neceifarily enfue.

Let us now fee what is the prefent ftate o f  our 

revenue. In the laft year the net revenue o f  l ie -  
land, including the loan fund, was £  1,861,471 

only ; i f  it had continued at the lame amount in 
this year, the furplus, after defraying the iniereil 
and charges o f  the debt, would have been under 

£  466,000, for the lupport o f  all your other cfta- 

blifhments ; but i f  the current quarter keeps up 

to the pioduce o f  the la ft three, your net revenue 
in this year, will be fomewhat about £  2,700,000. 

A  confiderable portion, h o w e ier , o f  the gteat 

encreafe in the revenues o f  this year has been ad­
ventitious. During the rebellion importation was 
checked, the deficiency has o f  courfe come into 
this year’s account, and there has been an unufual 

importation o f  Portugal wines, in confequence 
of the apprehenfions of invafion entertained in 

that country, and therefore I confider it .to be a 
fanguine calculation, that the produce o f  our pre- 

feut revenues is to continue at £  3.500,000.

T he
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T h e  capital created by the loan ) , _
o f  iait year, is - - - {-£ 8,226,100

Intereft and charges - - - - £  345,000

1801 Capital - - 8,22,6,100

Intereft and charges £  34.5,000

1S02 Capital - - 8,226,100

Intereft and charges £  345,000

1803 Capital - • 8,226,100
Intereft and charges £  345,000

Capital 3 years - - 24*67 8,300

Intereft and charges £ 1,0 3 5 ,0 0 0

Prefent debt - - - - - -  25,662,640

Prefent Intereft and charges £  1,395.753

T o ta l capital 1803 - - 50>34-0>94-0

T o ta l Intereft 1803 - - - £  2,43°>753

So that calculating the produce o f  your prefent 

revenues to continue at £  2 ,5 °°;OC)(-)» there w ill 
remain at the end o f  three years, on your prefent 

fcale o f  expence, a furplus fhort o f / -?0»000 *or 
whole o f  the eftablilhments civil and military —

Let
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L et me afk, i f  we remain as we are, how  is this 
enormous deficit to be made up ?— Can you raife 
an additional revenue in Ireland o f  more than one 
million, in the prefent ilate o f  our refources* 
■without recurring to a land-tax. or an income- 
tax, or both ? And i f  recourfe be had to land or in­
come, the incumbrance in them mull be conii- 
derably more than the aflual deficit, I fhould fay 

it could not be much lefs than two millions. 
For either tax would inevitably diminifh in 

a great proportion your cufloms and excife. I f  

wre make up the deficit by annual loans, bank­

ruptcy is inevitable. B y  misapplying the fink­

ing fund, you may poilpone the period o f  in- 
folvency for a year or tw o, at the expence o f  

a breach o f  faith w ith  the public creditors; 

but bankruptcy is the ultimate iflue.— I know  it 

is the fafhion to fay that England has our war ex- 

pences to anfwer for— and that our financial diffi­

culties arife from a French w a r — and a Dutch 

w a r— and a Spaniih w a r .----- N o, our prefent dif­

ficulties arife from an Iriih war— a war o f  fa&ion—  

a W h ig  w ar— and an United Irifhman’s w a r —  
the fludhiation o f  your debt for the lafl ten years 
proves the faót, and i f  England was at peace at 
this hour with all the powers o f  Europe, your 

eftabliihments would be a melancholy proof o f  
the fa il  ; you wTould be com pelled to maintain a 

war eftabiifhment for defence againft your ow n 

people. It has been demanded triumphantly h ow  
w e are to be relieved  by Union ? I anfwer firft,

M  w e
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w e are to be relieved from Britiih and Iriih  fac­
tion, w hich  is the prime fource o f  all our calam i­

ties. N ex t, i f  w e  becom e one people with E ng­

land, the army o f  the empire w ill  be em ployed 

w here it is moil wanted for general fervice ; and 

fo long as it is found neceifary to garrifon every  

diftri£t in Ireland, for the internal fafety o f  the coun­

try, the neceflary force may be ftationed here, w ith­

out incurring additional expence in either country. 

A n d  therefore in time o f  war, w e  may hope to 

be relieved  from the feparate expence entailed 

upon Ireland by domeftic fa&ions; and in peace, 

it matters not to the general fervice o f  the empire, 

w here the army may be quartered. A g a in —  

b y  Union the refources o f  Ireland muft neceifarily 

èncreafe ; — i f  w e have but grace to remain in a 
Hate o f  tranquility for a few  years, I have no 

doubt, our refources would augment moft rapidly; 

i f  w e  have but grace to abjure faéíion, I  feel 

fanguine hope on the reftoration o f  peace, that 

Ireland w ill participate in Britiih capital and B r i­

tiih induftry ; and until w e can find employment 

for the poor, and teach them to feel and value 

/ the com forts o f  life, it is vajyo to ex p e ft  that they 
/  /  w il l  be  reclaimed frombarbarifm. / I f  you do not

; / qualify the mafs o f  your people for the enjoyment

o f  fober L iberty , you w ill never teach them to 

apnreciate the bleffings o f  it ;— every man wTho 

feels for human mifery, mufl lament the hard ne- 

. ceflity im pofed upon the Iriih government, o f

rpeeting

I
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meeting popular e&cefs, b y  laws o f  exem plary 

feverity, and w ill contribute his beft exertions, 

to refcue the unfortunate vidiims o f  delufion, from 
the depth o f  misfortune to which they w ill ever 

be condemned fo long as they are made the inftru- 

ments o f  fadtion, and Simulated to a dis o f  out­

rage b y  w icked and inflammatory appeals to their 

ignorance and incivilization. But w e  are told 

b y  giving up a feparate government, and feparate 
parliament, w e  facrifice national dignity and in­
dependence. I f  gentlemen w h o  enlarge on this 

theme, w ill talk o f  their perfonal dignity and 
aggrandizement, I can underftand them ; but 

when I look at the fqualid mifery, and profound 

ignorance, and barbarous manners, and brutal 

ferocity o f  the mafs o f  the Iriih people, I am 
fickened with this rant o f  Iriih dignity and inde­

pendence. Is the diguity and independence ot 

Ireland, to conflit in the continued depreffion 
and unredeemed barbarifm o f  the great majority 

o f  the people, and the factious contentions oi a 
puny and rapacious oligarchy, w h o confider the 
I r i i h  nation as their political inheritance, and are 

ready to facriùee the public peace and happi- 

nefs to their infatiatc love o f  patronage and 

pow er ? 1 hope I feel as becomes a true Iriih-

man, for the dignity and independence o f  m y 

country, and therefore I would elevate her to her 

proper ftation, in the rank o f  c iv ilized  nations.

I  wiih to advance her from the degraded poft o f  a
mercenary

83
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mercenary province, to the proud ftation o f  an 
integral and governing member o f  the greateft 

empire in the world. I wiih to withdraw the 

higher orders o f  my countrymen from the narrow 

and corrupted fphere o f  Iriih politics, and to d i­

rect their attention to objects o f  national impor­

tance, to teach them to im prove the natural ener­

gies, and extend the refources o f  their country, to 

encourage manufacturing, ikill, and ingenuity, 

and open ufeful channels for commercial enter- 
prife ; and above all, feriouily to exert their beffc 

endeavours to tame and civilize  the low er orders 

o f  the people, to inculcate in them habits o f  re­

ligion and morality, andinduiiry, and due fubor- 

dination, to relieve their wants, and correct their 
excelles ; nnlefs you w ill  c iv ilize  your people, it 

is vain to look for national tranquillity or content­
ment.

A n other ground o f  objection to the meafare o f  

Union is :— T h is  is not a time for it. A re  w e  then 

to await the period o f  aflual bankruptcy, or the 

^  liiue o f  a n ew  rebellion, that G reat Britain may 

be enabled to difíate to us the terms on which fhe 
w ill liken to the propofition ? T his is a period o f  

a!' others the moil aufpicious for Ireland to fet on 

foot fuch a treaty. T h e  late rebellion has been 

fo far put down, as to enable us. to treat on fair 
and equal terms ; the recollection o f  general peril 

áriling from Iriih treafons is freih in the memory

o f
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o f  the Britifh nation, and has taught that fober 

people the neceffity o f  yield ing their ancient pre­

judices to the general fecurity o f  the empire.

Another ground o f  objection is :— T h at b y  a 

Legiflative Union Ireland is to be extinguiihed. 
— T h is  is a fpecies o f  political arithmetic o f  
the peculiar growth o f  Ireland. It is a fingular 

arithmetic which affames, that i f  tw o and three 

make up the grofs number five, that tw o are e x ­

tinguiihed. I ihould fuppofe that a captious Eng- 

liili man might with equal reafon object, that E ng­

land was extinguifhed. I f  tw o Irifh gentlemen 

ihould agree to become partners in a commercial 

fpeculation on a capital o f  — tw o hundred 
lubfcribed by one partner, and three by the other, 
what would the proprietor o f  the leffer fliare 

fay to his partner at the end o f  the year, when he 

demanded his proportion o f  the profits, it he told 

him gravely, Sir, you have nothing to do w ith the 

houfe— your tw o  hundred are extinguiihed in the 

grofs capital o f  five hundred, and you m ay go 

about your buiinels— you are nobody in the houfe. 
H o w  is Ireland extinguiihed in this national part- 

nerfnip ?— T h e  advantage clearly lies with the 

weaker partner, w ho will feel every benefit arifing 
from the fuperior wealth, ikill, and power o f  the 

great- political houfe, and fhare her full d ividend 

o f  the joint profits. I know it is the faihion o f  

the day to affcrt, that how ever weak Ireland may
be*
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be, G reat Britain muft for her own fake fup- 
port her in every circumftance o f  difficulty and 

danger : T h a t  the government o f  Great Britain 

never can fulfer this country to feparate itfelf 

from the Britifh crown, much lefs to form a 

connexion with France, I feel perfect convi&ion. 

T h e  Britiih  iflands are formed by nature for mu­

tual fecurity or mutual deftruftion ; and i f  w e are 

to  purfue the courfe w e have thought fit to run for 

the laft twenty years, it may become a queftion 

o f  doubtful iffuc, whether at a crifis o f  difficulty 
and danger, Great Britain will be enabled to 

fupport us, or we ihall fink Great Britain. I f  the 

French armament, encouraged by Irifh fa£iinn, and 

folicited by Irifh traitors in 1796, had made a de- 

fcent on your coafrs at that period ; is it an impro­

bable conjeélure, that at this day Ireland might 

have been the theatre o f  war, and the power and 
refources o f  Great Britain have been expended jo  

redeem this country from a foreign yoke ? and i f  

w e  are to purfue the beaten courfe o f  faction and 

folly, I have no fcruple to fay, it were better for 

G reat Britain that this ifiand ihould fink into the 

fca, than to continue connefled with the Britiih 

crow n  on the terms o f  our prefent Union. W e  
claim  a right to trade with the Britiili colonies and 

plantations, and we claim the protection o f  the 

Britiih  n avy, without contributing to the neceifary 

expence o f  either eftablifhment. W e  claim a

right
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right to retain the monopoly o f  the Britifh market 

for our linens at the expence o f  an enormous tax 
impofed by England on her own confumption, and 

a revenue relinquiihed in the fame proportion on 
foreign linens.

T h e  annual average value for three 

years, ending 5th January, 1799, 

produits and manufaéiurçs o f  Ireland 
imported into G reat Britain, was

The annual average value o f pro­
ducts and manufaftures o f  Great 
Britain exported to Ireland dur­

i n g  the fame period, was - 2,087,672

O n  this eflential branch o f  trade, 

the balance in favour o f  Ireland, is 3*425,153

And take the w hole o f  the trade 
o f  import and export, native and 

foreign, during the fame period, the 

balance in favour o f  Ireland is - 2,056,844.

T h e  whole annual value o f  imports 
from Ireland into Great Britain, na­
tive and foreign, was 5,612,697

A n d  o f  exports from Great Bri­
tain to Ireland, 3 ,555,845

W e



W e  raife a revenue o f  more than 230,000!. on 

BritiPn goods imported into Ireland ; and in re­
turn the revenue raifed b y  England on the im ­

portation o f  Iriih produce is little more than 

10,000]. A n d  what are the offerings o f  gratitude 

and duty on our part in return for thefe bene­

fits and advantages ?— A declaration o f  war b y  

any foreign power againft the Britiih nation, is 

the fignal for fa&ion and rebellion in Ireland. 
T h e  received maxim is, not to forego the oppor­

tunity o f  foreign war to prefs forward Iriih claims, 

and ripen every difference and difcontent with the 

B ritifh  government, into a ground o f  permanent 

and rancorous national hoftility ; infomuch that 

in times o f  difficulty and danger, Great Britain, 

fo far from deriving fupport or fecurity from her 

connexion w ith Ireland, feels it as a mill-ftone hung 

upon her neck. A n d  for what objeft is it expefled  

on our part that all this is to continue ?— T o  fup­

port and maintain afew  individuals in the exclufive 

poffeifion o f  the patronage and power o f  the king­

dom  o f  Ireland, w ho claim a right on their part 

whenever they may think fit to quarrel w ith a 

Britiih  minifter, to excite infurreftion and rebel­

lion, b y  reprefenting the Britiih nation to the 

people o f  Ireland, as their natural and inftin&ive 

enemy. Is it to be es pe&ed that all this can con­
tinue, or i f  it ihould continue long, that it inuft 
not involv<? both countries in common ruin ?

Another



A n oth er argument againft a L cg ifla tiv e  U nion 

is, that it w ill  d r iv e  you r n o bility  and gentry 

from  their o w n  country ; and particularly im - 

p o verifh  the m etropolis. W it h  refpedt to e m i­

gration, look  to the num ber o f  Iriih em igrants w h o  

n o w  crow d e v ery  v illage  in G re a t  Britain, and 

h a v e  been driven to feek an afylum  there from  

the brutal fury o f  the Iriih  people, and the c o ld ­

b lood ed  treachery o f  their ow n  dom eftics, palpa­

b ly  fomented and encouraged b y  Irifh  faction and 

Irifh treafon : A n d  let any difpaffionate man fay,

w h e th e r  the e v il  o f  em igration can ever b e  greater 

than it is at this d a y . I f  w e are to l i v e  in a perpe­

tual ftorm here ; i f  it is to rem aia at the difcretion 

o f  every  adventurer, c f  fee b le  and oftentatious 

talents, ungoverned by a particle o f  judgm ent or 

difcretion,* to drefs up fictitious grievances for po­

pular delufion and let loofe a favage and bar­

barous people upon the property and refpect o f  the 

I iifh  nation, w hat gentlem an w h o  has the means 

o f  liv ing out o f  this country, w il l  be induced to 

remain in it ? I d o  moft folem nly declare, that no 

earthly coniideration ihort o f  a ftrong fenfe o f  

duty fhould have induced me to remain an eye-w it- 

nefs o f  the fcenes o f  fo lly  and madnefs, and hor­

rors o f  e v e r y  defcription in w hich  I h ave  lived , 

for fom e years b ack  ; and that I had rather g iv e  

up every  profpect w h ich  remains to me in this 

country, and begin  a new’ courfe in m y o ld  age, 

than fob mit to the fame m ifery and difguft for the

N  remnant



go

remnant o f  my life. I f  yon wifli to flop ém igra­

tion, you muft enable fober and rational men to 
live  at peace at home. A n d  i f  they are allowed 

to return in fecurity, I have no apprehenfion that 

the want o f  an annual proceffion from College- 

Green to Dublin-Caftle, and a failure in the daily 

fupply o f  venom and fcurrility in the metropolis, 

will drive your nobility and gentry from their na­

tive  country.— A n d  as to the local ituerefls o f  the 

rity  o f  Dublin ; is it not extreme folly to fuppofe, 

i f  there be an influx o f  wealth into the country, 

that its fair proportion will not find its way to the 

capital > T h e  fame fears alarmed the citizens o f  

Edinburgh; and it is notorious, that the wealth 
and population o f  that city have encreafed moil 
rapidly fince the Scotch Union. But i f  the appre- 

henfions entertained for the local profperity o f  

Dublin were palpably well founded, are we to 

facrifice the peace and happinefs o f  the kingdom 

o f  Ireland, and the itrength o f  the Britiih empire, 

to the narrow and interefted objects o f  the mer­

chants and traders o f  the metropolis ?

I f  an argument were wanting in favour o f  Iriih 
Union, let every fober Iriihman look to what has 

paffed in this country fince the meafure was firil 

propofed for difcuffion.— It was propofed at a crifis 

peculiarly intereftiug and awful ; when w e had 

fcarcely recovered breath from the convullion o f  

a formidable and b lco d y  rebellion; when we
were

j



were threatened with foreign invafion, concerted 
with the common enemy of mankind, by a nume­
rous and coune&ed gang of domeftic traitors ; when 
Great Britain paid a force o f  ten thouiand troops 
lent by her to our affiftance ; and the Iriili feas 
were covered by her fleets for our protection ; 
when a formidable French force deftined to the 
ailiftance o f Irifh rebels had been intercepted by a 

Britiih fquadron, and was led captive thiough^ 
your country ; and when more than whifpers o f 
indignation were vented agaiuft a veteran i'oldier, 
who was ftartled at the projea of inflifling exter­
minating vengeance on a proftrate enemy. Such 
was our fituation when it was firft known that 
England was ready to open her arms to receive us 
into the communion of her liberty, and wealth, 
and induftry, and happinefs; and in that awful 
and perilous fituation, the offer was treated in the 
name, and on behalf of the Iriih nation, by fome 
gentlemen, who call themlelves liienas of Libeity 
and the Iriih Conftitution, with a degree of intem­
perance, which I can compare only, to the fury of 
wild beafts alarmed at an attack upon their prey. 
I take flume to acknowledge, that an evil exam­
ple was fet by fome gentlemen of the honourable 
profeffion to which I belong. The flame fpread 
with rapidity, and appeals o f the moft virulent 
and inflammatory tendency weie made by thcle 
fame Friends o f  Liberty to the deluded barbari­
ans, who had been fo recently configncd by them

to
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to indifcriminate extirpation. When the meafure 
was propofed for difcuffion, the Friends o f  Liberty 
and the Conilitution would not fuffer it to be dif- 
cufied ; and when the meafure was relinquifltfd, 

the Friends o f Liberty and the ConílituLÍon endea­
voured to force the premature difcuffion of it, in 
the hope o f  precluding a fair revie w o f its merits.

W hen this firit burft o f  noife and clamour had 
fubfided, the fober part o f the community ven- 
tured to look at the Propofitions o f Union made 
on the part o f Great Britain, and faw nothing to 
excite alarm. They ventured to examine and found 
that much good might be expected from them, 
and in the courfi o f  a few months, when their 
avocations did not allow the friends o f  Liberty 
and the Conilitution, to devote their time and 
exertions to popular delufion, the fober and ra­
tional part o f the Iriili nation faw in the meafure 

o f  an Union, a fair profpect of peace and wealth, 
and happinefs for their country;— and the bulk 

o f the people profeffing not to underiiand the fub­
ject were peifectly indifferent to it. Such was 
the ilate o f  the public mind upon this queflion, 

when the late rccefs o f  parliament took place ; 

and to their eternal reproach and diihonour beitfpo- 
ken, fome perfons of high rank and confequence in 

thekingdom,availed themfelves o f  that opportunity 
to become emiflaries o f fedition ; and to canvas 
popular clamour againft the meafure, by the moit

ihamelefs



íhamelefs impofitions in the ignorance and cre­
dulity o f  every man who would liflen to them. 
T h e  zealous Proteftant was told. cc This is an in- 
fidious fcheme o f the Britifh Minifier, to deliver 
you up to the Papifls bound hand and foot.” —  
The Catholics were told, If  you iuffer this, 
there is an end o f your Emancipation.v— T h e in- 
duftrious farmer was told, “  I f  this takes place, 
there is an end o f  your leafe. Or i f  it fhould ef- 
cape the grafp o f your landlord, Mr. Pitt will 
take from you one half o f  the profits o f  your farm. 
H ow  will you like if  you have a profit o f  fifty 
pounds yearly on your farm, to pay twenty-five 
pounds to Mr. P itt?” I have been told that this 
latter argument was preffed with fuccefs, in a part 
o f  the county of Tipperary, not far from myhoufe, 
by a noble lord, who I know made his circuit 
in that county during the recefs, whom I do not 
here fee in his place. I will not believe it, and 
fhall be glad to hear from him that he has been 
falfely accufed. But the active exertions o f  iti­
nerant Lords and Commoners, were not deemed 
fufficient for the occafion, and we have feen a 
confular authority affumed by two noble lords, 
and a right honourable Commoner, who have if- 
fued their letter miflive to every part o f the king­
dom, commanding the people in the name o f a 
number o f gentlemen o f both Houles .of Parlia­
ment, to come forward with petitions condemn­
ing in terms o f violence and indignation the mea-

fure
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ftrre o f Union, pvior to its difcuflion in parliament. 
One o f  thefe letters miflive, and the petition en- 
clofed with it, has been tranfmitted to me by a 
man to whom it was addreffed, who it feems has 
the care o f an eft a te in ward to the Court of Chan­
cery, and in his fimpliciry defired the further 
order o f the Chancellor upon it. -It is unneceffary 
for me to ftate that he did not receive further di- 
ledtions from the Court o f Chancery> but the let­
ter mrffive, and the petition annexed to it, wiH 
iufficieotly explain the fenfe o f the people, and 
ihe means which have been adopted to overawe 
the deliberations o f  parliament. I will ftate the 
letter and petition faithfully as {hey have been 
tranfmitted t o m e :

D u b l i n ,  January 20, iS c o .  
S I R ,

“  A  N U M B E R  o f gentlemen o f both Houles 
o f  Parliament, o f whom thirty-eight reprefent 

<c counties, have authorifed us to acquaint you, 
iC that it is their opinion, that petitions to Parlia- 
cc ment, declaring the real fenfe of the freeholders 
“  o f the kingdom, on the fubject of a leg illative 
ct Union, would at this time be highly expedient, 

and if  fuch a proceeding ihould have your ap- 
“  probation, we are to requelt you will ufe your 
“  influence to have fuch a petition from your 

county without delay.

“  W e  have the honour to be, &c.
Signed, &c. &c. &c.

P. S. The

1



P. 3. -r The en doled petitions are to be figned 
on one fide only, in order that they may be coî- 

<€ leiied and palled together— and you are re- 
** quefted to tranlmit them when figned to Lord
« --------- s in order that they may be prefented to

the Houfê of Commons.”

Such is the letter mrfïïve for taking the real 
fenfe o f  the people. Let us now look at the pe­
tition attending the letter mifiive, which is to con­
vey the conlular fecfe to the Houle o f Com­
mons, backed bv popakr outcry thus follicitcd 
by the letter miiTivc.

T O  the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes, hi 

c< Parliament aifembled— the humble petition o f  
“  the underfigned freeholders o f the county ■of

:t ------- Iheweth, that at this.awful and alarming
crifis, we feel ourfelves called upon to declare 

“  our opinion, that a legifiative Union with Great- 
Britain, to be a dangerous innovation, fraught 

<c with ruin to the conflitutional independence, 
commercial imerefis, and general profperity o f  
the kingdom. That this meafure, by-depriving 

“  us o f  a refident and protecting legifiature, un- 
cc der which our country has hitherto profpered 
<%' beyond example, by encreafing the rumber o f  
“  abfentees, and the confequent drain o f  our 

wealth, mull augment the difcontents o f  the 
kingdom, and thereby endanger the connexion 

“  between Great Britain and Irelacd, which we
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cc are determined to fupport with our lives and 
“ fortunes. rIhat we rely therefore with un- 
“  ihaken confidence on the wifdom and iuftice o f  
“  this honourable Houfe, that it will maintain to 
Cc us and our pofterity unimpaired, that facred 
“  conflitution which is our birth-right, which has 
ct been the fource of every bleffing,to this ifland, 
“  and the enjoyment o f which we deem infepar- 
tc able from our exigence as free people.”

Let me aft: the two noble lords who have thus put 
themfelves forward, what are the exclufive pre- 
tenfions o f them and their Rt. Hon. colleague 
to guide the public opinion ?— Let me aik 
them by what authority they have iffued their letter 
miffive to every corner o f the kingdom, command­
ing the people to fubferibe an inftrument fraught 
with foul and virulent mifreprefentation? And let 
me aik them, is there falvation for this country 
under her prefent government and conftitution, 
when men o f  their rank and fituation can {loop to 
fo ihabby and wicked an artifice to excite popu. 
lar outcry againit the declared fenfe o f both Houfes 
o f  Parliament ? But this is not all, if loud and confi­
dent report is to have credit, a confular exchequer 
has been opened for foul and undifguifed bribery. I 
know that fubferiptions are openly follicited in the 
ftreets o f the metropolis, to a fund for defeatingthe 
meafure of Union. I will not believe that the per- 
fons to whom I have been obliged to allude can 
be privy to it. One o f them, a noble Earl, I fee in

his
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his place; he is a very young man, and I call 
upon him as he fears to have his entry into public 
life marked with difhonour ; I call upon him as 
he fears to live with the broad mark oi infamy on 
his forehead, and to tranfmit it indelibly to his 

pofterity, to ftand up in his place, and acquit him- 
fe lf before his Peers o f  this foul imputation. I 

call upon him publicly to difavow all knowledge 
o f  the exiftence o f  fuch a fun*i ; and if  he cannot 
difavow it, to flate explicitly any honefl purpofe 
to which it can be applied ? I f  it can exift, I truft 
there is ftill fenfe and honour left in the Iriih na­
tion, to cut off the corrupted fource o f thefe vile  

abominations.

I  am truly afham ed at the length  o f  tim e for 

w h ich  I h ave  trefpaffed on the H oufe ; the nature 

o f  the fu b je ii  w ill  I hope plead m y a p o lo g y  ; but 

I cannot difmifs it w ithout adverting to the iitua- 

tion and circu-mftances o f  Scotland, when the 

U n io n  o f  the tw o  B ritiíh  kingdom s took place, 

w h ich  I fhall d o  v ery  ih ortly . B efore  thq Union 

o f  the Scotch and E n g lifh  crow n s in the perfon 

o f  Jam es the firft, the t w o  nations were in vo lv ed  

in perpetual w arfare ; during his reign, their ftrug- 

gles w ere  different. T h e  Scotch  com plained o f  

E n g lifh  influence and national degradation ; the 

E ngliih  w ere  jealous o f  the partiality o f  the K in g  

to  his ow n countrym en, and w ere jealous o f  their 

trade ; the E n g iiih  Parliam ent rei'ufed to natura-

O  . l ize



98

lize the Scotch ; they reproached their Engliih 
neighbours with felfifh illiberality, who returned 
the compliment by reflections on the poverty o f  
Scotland, fo that at the firft period of their con­
nexion, the iatercourfe o f thefe fifter kingdoms 
confliled in the mutual interchange o f  contumely 
and reproach. In the fucceeding reign they did 
unite, but it was againft their common Sovereign. 
He took refuge from his Englifh fubjeéts in the 
Scotch army at Newark, who very honourably 
gave him up to their confederates in iniquity. At 
the Reftoration the fpirit of antient rivalry and op- 
pofition was renewed, but after the convulfion of 
the former reign, it contributed in fome degree 
to fccure the royal authority, as each kingdom fup- 
plied the means o f keeping the mal-contents o f  the 
other in awe. A t the Revolution both nations were 
ready to facrifice national jealoufy to their hatred 
o f popery, and both concurred in accepting King 
William for their common Sovereign. But in the 
reign o f  Queen Anne, the fpirit of national anti­
pathy broke out with vehemence and inveteracy; 
and the gentlemen o f Ireland who are iincere in 
their love o f  Britiih connexion would do well to 
look to the principal events that led to the incor­
poration o f the two kingdoms at that period, and 
fee whether fingular grounds o f jealoufy and dis­
union between Great Britain and Ireland, have 
not broken out within the ihort peiiod which has 

- eîapfed fince our feparation from the Britiih nation.

T h e
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T h e firft aft o f  hoftility on the part o f  Scot­
land was to eflablifh a company for forming a 
fettlement on the Spanifh Main, avow edly to en­
able the Scots nation to ilia re the wealth, and rival 
the trade o f  England. T his project mifcarried, al­
ter hazarding a war between England and Spain, 
and producing much anger and controverfy be­
tween the filter kingdoms. On failure of the 
Queen’s iffue, a new fettlement o f  the Crown by 
the Scotch parliament became neceffary, and of 
this crifis full advantage was taken by the Scotch 
patriots. Biihop Burnet’s account o f  them is a 
perfeft defcription o f  the W higs o f  Ireland in the 
year 1789— and at this day. “  A  national humour 
“  o f  rendering themfelves a free and independent 
“  kingdom, did fo inflame them, that as there was 
“  a majority in parliament o f  feventy on their fide, 

“  they feemed capable o f  the moil extravagant 
“  things that could be fuggefted to them. A ll  
“  was carried with heat, and much vehemence, 
“  for a national humour o f  being independent 
“  on England, fermented fo flrongly amongft all 

“  forts o f  people without doors, that fuch as went 
“  not into every hot motion that was made were 
“  looked on as betrayers o f  their country, and 
“  they wrere fo expofed to popular fury, that fome 
“  who ftudied to ftop this tide, were brought 

<c in danger o f  their lives. T h e  Prefbyterians 
“  were fo overaw ed with this, that although they 
“  wiilied well to the fucceflion, they durit nut

“  openly,



"  openly declare it. The Dukes of Hamilton 
“  and Athol led all thele violent motions, and 
“  the people were flrangely inflamed.”

And the national humour o f  rendering them- 
felves independent o f England, led the Scotch 
parliament to the violent and defperate ilep o f 
refolving that until effential provifion was made 
for fettling the rights and liberties o f  the Scottifh 
nation, independent o f Englittv interefis, 'and 
Englifh councils, the fucceffor to the Scilch crown 
ihould not be the fame perfon that was poifeffed 
o f  the crown o f England. T o  this rei'olution 
fucceeded aln order for arming and training the 
fubje&s o f "Scotland. 'The parliament o f  Eng­
land addrelfed the Ç)uecn, to give orders for for­
tifying ' the towns on the northern frontiers, for 
arming the Militia o f the northern counties, and 
for ftationing regular forces there, and in the north 
o f  Ireland. A n  A6t was paffed declaring the na­
tives o f  Scotland aliens until they ihould fettle the 
Crown on the Houfe o f  Hanover. The Scots 
had paffed an A£l for allowing a trade with France, 
then at wrar with England ; and Englifh ihips o f 
war were ordered to feize the ihips o f  Scotland 
trading with the enemies o f  England ; and thus 
were the two countries at the point o f going to 
war, when in defpite o f  the violence o f  party 
and falfe pride o f  Scotch dignity and indepen­
dence, the good fenfe of that nation laid the only

folid

ICO



folid and lafting foundation of peace and fecurity 
for their religion, laws, liberty and profperity? 
by an entire and perfeót Union wTith England. 
A nd it is with cordial iincerity, and a full con- 
vidion that it will give to this my native country, 
laiting peace and fecurity for her religion, her 
laws, her liberty, and her property, an increafe 
o f ftrength, riches and trade, and the final ex­
tinction o f  national jealoufy and animoiity, that
I now propofe to this grave affeniWy for their 
adoption, an entire and perfeft Union o f  the king­

dom o f Ireland with G reat Britain. If I live 
to fee it completed, to my lateft hour I iliall 
feel an honourable pride in refle&ing on the little 
ihare which I may have had in contributing to 
efTedt it.

A P P E N D IX ,
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A P P E N D !  X.

A  Plan for an Equal Reprefentation o f  the People 

o f  Ireland in the Houfe o f  Commons, prepared 

for their Confideration by the Society o f  United 

Iriihmen o f  Dublin.

I. T H A T  the Nation, for the Purpofe o f  Reprefentation 
folely, ill ou Id be divided into 330 Electorates, formed by 
Combination of Parifhes, and as nearly as poiïible equal 
in Point of Population.

II. T h a t  each Electorate fhould return one Reprefen- 
tative to Parliament.

III. T h a t  each Electorate fhould, for the Convenience 
of carrying on the Eleftions at the fame Time, be iubdivided 
into a fufficient Number of Parts.

IV. T h a t  there fhould be a returning Officer for each 
Subdivifion, to be respectively elefied.

V .  T h a t  the Electors oi the Electorate fhould vote, 
e ach in the  Subdivifion in which he is regiftered, and lias 
refided as herein aiter fpecified.

V I. T h a t  the returning Officers of the Subdivifions 
fhould feverally return their rei'peétive Polls to the return­
ing Officer of the Electorate. who íhouldtot up the Whole 
and return the Perfon having a Majority of Votes, as the 
Reprefentative in Parliament.

 ̂ VII. T h a t  every Man pofleffing the Right of SuiTra*e 
for a Reprefentative in Parliament, fhould exercife it in his 
own Perfon only.

Vin. T h a t  no Perfon fhould have a Right to vote in 
more than one Eleétorate at the fame Election.
, I£-„T h a t  eveiT Male of found Mind, who has attained 

the full Age of Year*, and aftually dwelt, or maintained
a Family



A P  P E N D I X .

a Façnily Eftablifhment in any Eleâorate fur fix Months of 
the Twelve immediately previous to die Commence ment of 
the Election, (provided 1jIs Rcfidence, or maintaining a 
Family Eftablimment be duly regiftered) fhould be Intuied 
to vote for the Reprefentation of the Flediovate.

X .  T h a t  there fhould be a Regiftering Officer, and a 
Regiftry of Reiidence in every Subdivificn oi each Electo­
rate; and that in all Queftions conceining Reiidence, the 
Regiftry fhould be coniidered as concluiive Evidence.

X I. T hat  all Eleétions in the Nation fhould commence 
2nd clofe on the fame Day.

XII. T hat  the Votes of all Electors fhould be given by 
Voice, and not by Ballot.

XIII. T h a t  no Oath of any Kind iliould be taken by 
any Elector.

X IV . T h a t  the full Age of 25 Years fhould be a ne- 
ceifary Qualification to intitle any Man to be a Reprefen­
tative.

X V .  T h a t  Reiidence within the Electorate fhould not, 
but that Rciidence witnin the Kingdom fhould be a necef- 
fary Qualification for a Representative.

X V I. T h a t  no Property Qualification fhould be ne- 
ceilary to intitle any Man to be a Reprefentative.

X V I L  T h a t  any Peri'on having a Penfion, or holding 
a Place in the Executive or Judicial Departments, fhould be 
thereby difqualified from being a Reprefentative.

X V III. T h a t  Representatives ihould receive a reafon- 
able Stipend for their Services.

X IX . T h a t  every Reprefent: tive fhould, on taking his 
Seat, fwear that neither he, nor any Perfon to promote 
his Intereft, with his Privity, gave or was to give any 
Bribe for the Suffrage of any Vo: r.

X X . T h a t  any Reprefentative coriviited by a Jury*, of 
having acted contrary to the Subft^nce of the above Oath, 
iliould be for ever difqualified irom iitting 01* voting in 
Parliament.

X X L  T h a t  Parliaments fhould be Annual.
X X II .  T h a t  a Reprefentative fhould be at Liberty to 

refign his Delegation upon giving Efficient Notice to his 
Conftituents.

XXIII. T h a t  Abfcnce from Duty for fliould
vscatc tie Seat of a Reprefentative.

F I N I S .


